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340.  Transmitting  a  report  from   the  Secretary  of  the   Navy   showing   the 

expense  annually  incurred  under  the  act  for  prohibiting  the  slave     ^^^^^  ^^^      ^  ^^ 
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421  Suggesting  that  appropriations  be  made  to  provide  for  the  increased  pay  ^^     ^  ^       ^^^ 

and  emoluments  of  the  marine  corps •  •  •      ^°^  >       ^ 

434  On  the  irregularities  of  the  accounts  under  appropriations  for  the  suppoit 

of  the  navy  and  marine  corps,  and  suggestions  of  legal  remedies     ^^^^    _^^^      ^  ^  ^  ^  ^       ^^^ 
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the  support  of  the  same •. •  •.•  •  •  ■  • ;  •  •  • '  •  • ;  " ; 
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commissioned  and  warrant  ofiicers  for  the  navy,  and  statements 
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of  navy  yards  and  di-y  docks 1830,  Feb.     1 . . 
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conduct  of  Purser  William  P.  Zantzinger 1830,  April    5 . . 
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of  Miles  King,  as  navy  agent  at  Norfolk,  Virginia 1830,  May  27 . . 
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of  John  B.  Timberlake,  purser,  and  of  Lieutenant  Robert  B.  Ran- 
dolph, acting  purser,  of  frigate  Constitution 1830,  May  28 . . 

Transmitting  a  statement  of  the  pay,  emoluments,  and  allowances  of 
every  officer  and  agent  in  the  naval  service,  including  the  marine 
corps 1830,  May  29 . . 

Annual  report  showing  the  condition  of  the  navy  in  the  year  1830 1830,  Dec.     7 . . 
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.  Transmitting  a  statemet  of  the  pay,  rations,  and  allowances  of  the  officers 

of  the  marine  corps  in  1831 1831,  March  1 . . 

COMMTNICATION    FROM    THE    SECRETARY    OF    WAR. 

.  Transmitting  extracts  of  such  surveys  as  have  been  made  by  officers  of 
the  engineer  corps,  in  conjunction  with  officers  of  the  navy,  of  the 
waters  of  Narraganset  bay  and  the  harbor  of  Newport,  Rhode 
Island 1830,  Jan.   14 . . 
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been  discharged  on  that  account 1831,  Feb.     8 .  . 

445.  On  the  propriety  of  increasing  the  pay  of  captains  and  master  com- 

mandants of  the  navy.  A  statement  of  assimilated  rank  of  oilicers 
of  the  army  and  navy,  and  the  number  of  promotions  in  the  army 
since  1816  1831,  Feb.   16. . 

446.  On  the  claim  of  George  Johnson,  surety  for  LebloisDeblois,  late  a  purser 

in  the  navy,  to  be  released  from  liability,  on  the"  ground  of  a  failure 
on  the  part  of  the  government  to  compel  Deblois  to  settle  his 
accounts 1831,  Feb.   18 . . 

447.  On  the  formation  and  purposes  of  the  navy  pension  fund,  and  the  persons 

entitled  to  its  benefits 1831,  Feb.   18 . . 

448.  On  the  claim  of  George  K.  Knight,  owner  of  the  schooner  Experiment, 

impressed  into  the  United  States  service  and  destroyed  by  the 

enemy 1831,  Feb.   18 . . 

449.  As  to  the  regulation  and  proper  distribution  of  the  contingent  expenses 

of  the  navy  and  of  the  Navy  Department 1831,  Feb.   22 . , 

450.  In  relation  to  the  purchase  of  land  for  the  cultivation  of  live-oak  timber 

near  Pensacola,  Florida,  and  the  means  of  preserving  that  timber 

for  the  use  of  the  navy , 1831,  Feb.  26 . . 

MISCELLANEOUS    DOCUMENTS. 

337.  Application  of  citizens  of  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  dry  dock  at  that  place 1827,  Feb.  12 . , 

341.  Application  of  lieutenants  in  the  navy  for  an  increase  of  their  pay 1827,  Dec.   14. . 

347.  Memorial  of  surgeons  and  assistant  surgeons  in  the  navy  for  a  change  in 

the  law  relating  to  their  appointment,  and  for  increase  of  pay 1828,  Jan.   25. . 

853.  Application  of  Uriah  Brown  for  patronage  to  his  invention  of  a  composi- 
tion for  the  destruction  of  vessels 1828,  Feb.  18 . . 

865.  Memorial  of  citizens  of  Savannah,  Georgia,  for  the  establishment  of  a 

naval  depot  or  station  at  Savannah,  Georgia 1828,  April  28 . . 

372.  Application  of  master  commandants,  and  captains  of  the  navy  for  an 

increase  of  pay 1828,  Dec.    11 . . 

385.  Memorial  of  Lieutenant  John  Percival  respecting  the  power  of  the  Ex- 

ecutive to  change  the  relative  rank  of  an  officer  of  the  navy  without 

the  concurrence  of  the  Senate 1829,  Feb.  10 . . 

386.  Application  of  subaltern  officers  of  the  marine  corps  for  an  increase  of 

pay 1829,  Feb.  11. , 

397.  Application  of  Farnifold  Green,  late  a  midshipman  in  the  navy,  cashiered 

by  the  sentence  of  a  court-martial,  to  restoration  to  his  rank 1830,  Jan.     6. . 

398.  Application  of  Mrs.  Susan  Decatur  and  others  for  prize  money  for  the  de- 

struction of  the  frigate  Philadelphia  in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli 1830,  Jan.     7 . . 

399.  Application  of  boatswains,  gunners,  carpenters,  and  sailmakers  of  the 

navy  for  increase  of  compensation 1830,  Jan.   12 . . 

400.  Application  of  sailing  masters  of  the  navy  for  increase  of  compensation. .  1830,  Jan.   12. . 
442.  Application  of  Master  Commandant  Thomas  Ap  Catesby  Jones  to  a  pen- 
sion on  account  of  a  wound  received  in  battle 1831,  Feb.     7 . . 


317 
319 


402 
496 


546 

574 

684 

788 
872 
894 


905 
909 

913 
915 


141 

198 
239 


462 
462 


AMERICAN  STATE  PAPERS. 


NAVAL   AFFAIRS. 


VOLUME  III. 


19th  Congress.] 


No.  326. 


[2d  Session. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  IN  RELATION  TO  THE  NAYA^  PENSION  FUND  FOR  1826. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    JANUARY    12,     1827. 

Na^^  Department,  January  8,  182T. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  annual  report  in  relation  to  the  navy  pension  fund,  prepared 
in  compliance  with  the  tenth  section  of  the  act  of  23d  April,  1800,    "for  the  better  government  of  the 
navy  of  the  United  States,"  and  consisting  of  the  following  documents,  marked — 

A.  List  of  invalid,  widow  and  orphan  pensioners  in  each  State,  and  the  amount  allowed  to  each. 

B.  Abstract  of  warrants   drawn  by  the    Secretary  of  the    Navy  from   the   1st   January   to    31st 
December,  1826. 

C.  Statement  of  bank  stocks  belonging  to  the  fund. 

D.  Account  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  as  agent  of  the  Commissioners. 

E.  Statement  of  the  funded  debt  of  the  United  States  belonging  to  the  fund. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 
The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatwea. 


List  of  naval  pensioners  on  the  1st  January,  1821. 


Monthly 
pensions. 


Annual 
pensions. 


MAINE — 2. 

Uriah  Hanscomb 

William  M.  Spalding 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE- 

Samuel  Abbett 

Edward  Banks  

Robert  Forsyth 

John  Grant 

John  Hodgekins 

John  Lloyd 

John  Mushaway 


Ordinary  seaman 
Seaman 

Seaman 

do     

Marine 

Seaman 

Carpenter's  mate 

Marine 

Boatswain 


$6  00 

%n  00 

6  00 

72  00 

$144  00 

5  00 

$60  00 

6  00 

72  00 

3  00 

36  00 

6  00 

72  00 

n  00 

84  00 

3  00 

36  00 

10  00 

120  00 

$480  00 

NAVAL   AFFAIRS. 


[No.  326. 


A. — Lid  of  naval  pensioners — Continued. 


Monthly 
pensions. 


MASSACHrSETTS 70. 

Georg-e  A  rbuckle 

Zepha  Allen 

Isaac  Allister 

John  Allison 

Cotton  Brown 

Joseph  Barrett 

John  Barrett 

Lemuel  Brvant 

John  Bennett 

John  Ball 

Nathaniel  Barker 

Jacob  Bull 

James  Blake 

John  Clements   

Russell  Coats 

Samuel  Cnttnn 

James  Clarke 

John  Caldwell 

John  Chamberlain 

Robert  Cathcart 

George  Carson,  alias  Cassin 

Dennis  Carj' 

ArthurCarn.il 

Richard  Dnini 

John  Davidson 

Wheatley  Dyer 

Asa  Ewell 

Ebenezer  Evans 

William  Edes 

Thomas  Edwards 

Jonathan  FeUowes 

Samuel  H.  Green 

John  Geyer 

James  Hatch 

Peter  Hosier 

William  IngersoU 

Thomas  Howes 

Henry  McDonough  

Andrew  Me( Nullum 

Thomas  Mcllmrn 

John  Mitchell 

James  Merrill 

Enoch  M.  Mdey 

Peter  McMahon 

James  Jvogde,  alias  Vogle 

William  Niclu.lls 


:;  Oni 


Jolm 

Robert  Poultun 

William  Perry 

Michael  Quig-ly 

Nathaniel  Rolte 

John  Shapely 

Patrick  Scanton , 

William  Stewart 

Samuel  Sawyer 

Benjamin  Stevens 

Robert  Sanders,  alias  Willet 

John  Shaw , 

John  Smith 

Silas  Taft 

William  Thompson 

James  Trumbell 

Seth  Townsend 

Samuel  Tucker 

Owen  Taylor 

Charles  F.  Waldo ..[ 

Peter  Woodbury 

William  Wood 

AVilliam  Welsh 

William  Welsh 

David  Quill ' 


Ordinary 

do 
Seaman . 
Quartern! 
Marine   . 
Gunner  . 


B.iat  wain 

Seaman 

Quartermaster  ... 
Ordinary  seaman. 

do 

Seaman 

Lieutenant  

Ordinary  seaman.  , 

do 
Seaman , 

do 


Quartermaster 

Boatswain's  yeoman  . 

Quartermaster 

Seaman 

Quartergunner 

Seaman 

Boatswain 

Quartergunner 

Seaman 

.Marine   


Ordinary  seaman. , 
Quartergunner  ... 
Ordinary  seaman . , 

do 

do 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman. . 

do 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman. 

Seaman 

Cook , 

Ordinary  seaman.  , 
Seaman , 

do     

Master's  mate  .  . .  , 
Seaman , 

do     

Quartermaster  . . . , 

Marine , 

Boatswain's  mate 
Ordinary  seaman. 


Quartermaster 
Seaman 


Ordinary  seaman. , 
Quartermaster  .  . . . 


$3  331 

4  00 
3  00 
6  00 
9  00 
9  GO 
9  00 

8  00 
C  00 

9  00 
6  00 

5  00 

5  00 

6  00 

5  00 

3  t)0 
10  00 

6  00 

8  00 
6  00 

5  00 

1  00 

2  50 

6  00 
20  00 

5  00 

5  00 

6  00 
6  00 
6  00 

9  00 
9  00 
6  00 
9  00 
6  00 

12  00 
9  00 
6  00 
8  00 
6  00 

10  00 
5  00 

8  00 

4  50 

4  00 

5  00 

6  00 
5  00 

5  00 

6  00 

5  00 

6  00 

9  00 
6  00 

4  00 
6  00 

10  00 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 

3  00 
9  50 

5  00 


20  00 
6  00 

10  00 
9  00 
6  00 
5  00 
5  00 
5  00 


1827.] 


NAVY    PENSION    FUND. 


A. — List  of  naval  jjensioners — Continued. 


Monthly 
pensions. 


RHODE    ISLAN'D- 


Isaac  Bassctt 

Jolm  Ilox'e 

Aii.lrcw  Matlison 
William  raviic. 
Isaar  Stearns.... 
ReiibcMi  Wright.., 
Samuel  Bosworth 


Ordina- 
Sea 


d.j  . 
OrdinaiA 
Marine  .^ 

Carpenlc 
Seaman . 


CONXECTICUT— 


Schuyler  Bradley. 
Nathaniel  Chapiiui 

Edward  Field 

William   Lewis. . . 

Richard  Lee 

John    Williams. . . 


Marine. 
Quarter 
Seaman 


■  YORK — 135. 


Quartcrgunner 


Captaii 
Marine 
Bov  .  . 
Marine 
Ordina 
Seaniai 


Marine 

Seaman 

do     

Quartcrgunner  ... 

Seaman 

do     

Ordinary  seaman. 
Boatswain's  mate. 


Quai 


George  Albro 

Bernard  Allen 

Jacob  Albrccht 

Samuel  Angus 

John   Bernard 

John  Baptiste 

Dominick   Burns 

Peter  Bernard 

John  Bremen 

William  Bnrney 

Edmund  Brett 

John  Butler 

John  Brannfui 

Samuel  Butler 

John  Blair 

Adam  Brown 

Jacob    Booker 

James    Brown 

Abraham  Blaskley 

George    Burton 

John  Oarberry Cooiie 

Charles  Clay 

Christian  Clarke 

Samuel  Colston 

AVilliam  Cain 

John  Collins 

Zachariah  Conklin 

Benjamin   Campbell 

John  Campbell 

Thomas  Crawford 

Shubael  Cunningham 

Francis  CovenhovaMi 

Joseph  Cotter ?,. 

David  Christie Marine 

Jacob    Dome '■  Seaman 

William  B.  Dowries |         do     

Johu  Dennis i         do     

Thomas   Dailey Quartermawt,er 

James   Davis Quarterguuner 

William  Davis Seamaii 

John  Dunn Marine 

Samuel  Deane [  Seaman 

Thomas  Dennis do     

John  Daniels Quartermaster 

John   Denike Seaman 

William  Fitzsimons Ordinary  seam; 

John  Francisco Marine 

Bennett  Fields Armorer 

John   Ford Seaman 


do     

Ordinary  seamen. , 
Sergeant  marines. 

Boatswain 

Seaman , 

do     

Ordinary  seainnn. 
nate.  , 


$5  00 
8  50 
5  00 

5  00 
3  00 
8  00 

6  00 


6  00 
8  00 
10  00 
3  00 
6  00 
6  00 


6 

00 

50 

00 

3 

00 

3 

00 

3 

00 

4 

00 

6 

00 

6 

00 

3 

00 

6 

00 

5 

00 

8 

00 

0 

00 

6 

00 

5 

00 

10 

00 

6 

00 

4 

50 

4 

50 

6 

00 

(1 

00 

3 

00 

6 

00 

6 

00 

6 

00 

5 

00 

8 

00 

5 

00 

4 

00 

1 

50 

9 

00 

4 

00 

8 

50 

5 

00 

5 

00 

8 

00 

9 

00 

<i 

00 

3 

00 

6 

00 

6 

00 

9 

00 

(1 

00 

7 

00 

3 

00 

9 

00 

5 

00 

NAVAL   AFFAIRS. 


[No.  326. 


A.— Lid  of  naval  pensioners — Continued. 


Monthly 

pensions. 

$5  00 

9 

00 

2 

.50 

5 

00 

fi 

00 

3 

00 

6 

00 

6 

00 

5 

00 

8 

00 

r, 

00 

6 

00 

10 

00 

5 

00 

6 

00 

9 

00 

4 

00 

4 

50 

9 

00 

5 

00 

3 

00 

8 

00 

5 

00 

12 

00 

3 

00 

6 

00 

5 

00 

5 

00 

6 

00 

fi 

00 

5 

00 

5 

00 

9 

00 

5 

00 

5 

00 

5 

00 

10 

00 

6 

00 

5 

00 

6 

00 

4 

00 

6 

00 

fi 

00 

6 

00 

5 

00 

6 

00 

4 

00 

8 

00 

6 

00 

5 

00 

4 

50 

5 

00 

8 

00 

5 

00 

5 

00 

4 

00 

6 

00 

15 

00 

fi 

00 

6 

00 

5 

00 

() 

00 

6 

00 

6 

00 

4 

00 

5 

00 

6 

00 

4 

00 

12 

00 

5 

00 

4 

00 

5 

00 

Peter  Gillen 

Leonard    Green 

Thomas  Gore 

Roswellllale 

William    Hinds 

Seth  Hclihard 

William    Ilardin-'lirool 
Stephen  llannnund  .  . .  . 

Daniel    lla-cnun 

Georu-e  Ihnt.rn 

Juhnllvatt 

John  Ilad.leli 

John    Hayw.MMl 

James  Jackson 

John   Johnson 

Thomas  Jackson,    2d., 

Thomas  Kelly 

John  Kenny 

James  A.  Lewis 

John  Lazarru 

James  Linscott 

Timothy  Lai:e 

James  McMane , 

John  McCracken 

Roger   McGee 

John  Mahen 

John  McCarty 

John    Melvill 

AViUiam  Moran 

James  McKernan.... 

Emero  Males 

Samuel  M.  Isaacs . .  . . , 

James  Moses 

Thomas  Miller. .  . , ... 

Enos  Marks 

Jeremiah  McMahan ... 

Colin    McLeod 

Matthew  McKenzie . . . 
Patrick  McLaughlin. . . 

Charles  Moore 

William    Nesbet 

James   Nickerson . . . . 

Thomas  Oliver 

Cornelius  O'Neal  .... 

John  Otterwell 

William  Parker 

George  Pierce 

John  Place 

John  Peterson 

James  Peyton 

Benjamin  H.  Parker. .  . 

Stephen  Phyfer 

William  Rodgers  .... 

John  Reagan 

Thomas  Reed 

Edmond  Rowland .  .  . . , 
Rosnante  Rhodes . . . . , 

James  Rogers 

John  Ratler 

John  Smith 

John  Scriver 

George  Stanley 

John  Schrouder 

John  Sniifen 

William  Spratt 

Daniel  Smith 

John  Stone  

Purnell   Smith 

Augustus  Swartwout. 

John  Smith,  3d 

Peter  Tinkum 

Henry  Townsend 


Seaman 

Quartergunner  .  . . . 
Ordinary  seaman.  , 
do 

Boy 

Mariner 


■terg 


do     

Master's  mate. . 
Seaman 

do     

Quartermaster  . 
Seaman 

do     

Quartermaster  . 
Seaman 


do 


Cook 

Ordinary  seaman.  , 
Boatswain's  mate 

Marine 

Seaman 

Purser's  steward   , 
Sea 


do     

do     

Ordinary  seaman. 

Boy 

Purser's  steward  . 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seamen. 

do 

Boatswain 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman. 
Seaman 

do     

do     

do     


do 


Carpenter's  mate. . 
Seaman 


do 


Armorer 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman. 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman. 
Quartergunner    . . . 

Marine , 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman. 

Seaman 

Sailing-master 

Quartermaster  .  . . , 
Seaman 


Purser's  steward  . 

Seaman 

Carpenter's  mate. , 
Ordinary  seaman. , 

Seaman 

do     


do 


Midshipman 

Ordinary  seaman. , 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman. . 


182Y.] 


NAVY    PENSION    FUND. 


A. — List  of  naval  2:>cnsioners — Contiiuied. 


Monthly 
pensions. 


Annual 
pensions. 


n-g-o  Tliomas  (black) 


Char! 
John 
Jarne 
Thorn: 
John 
John  A 
John  ^ 
John  A 


Warn 
^  Wcl 
W.'lih, 


beaman 

Quaitcrnuister  .  . . 
Ordinary  seaman. 

do 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman. 
Seaman 

do     

Quartergunner .  . .  . 

Seaman , 

Quarterg-unner  . . . 


Ordinary  ^ 
Qnartergu 
Ordinary  t 


NEW  JERSEY- 


Peter  Dunlevy 

James  Hazle 

William  Robinson  . 


Alexander  Adams . . . 
George  Alexander.  . . 

William  C.Allen 

Nathaniel  Begley  .  .  . 

Enos  Bateman 

Thomas  Brown 

William  Baggs 

John  Baxter 

James  Bell 

John  Cassin. . 

John  Coffin 

Henry  Collins 

Archibald  Campbell  . 

Patrick  Cain 

Robert  Carson 


Ordinary  seam; 
Quartergunner 
Quartermaster 
Quartergunner 


Mar 


Marine 

Ordinary  seaniai 


luda. 


i)ii-;m... 
Kidcrkn: 


Hbbon 


Auu-us 
^VIlll;l 
Tl..,ln;i 
Wllliai 
Henry 
Stepl.c 
AVilliam  Ev: 
Edmund  Fitzg 

Pero  Fisher  

John  Fryer 

Nicholas  Hyberger  . 
George  Huflstidler  . . 

William  Holms 

John  Hogerbets  .... 
William  Haggerty  . . 
William  Jackson. . . . 

Job  Jones  

Hugh  Kelly 

George  Kensinger  . . 
Lawrence  Kripfar. .  . 

Nicholas  Klein 

John  Moi-e 

William  Mooney .... 

Miles  Morris 

George  McDaniel  ... 
Michael  McConnomy. 


Mai 


Matthi; 


;  McGi 


Quartermaster  .  .  . 
Ordinary  seaman. 

do 
Seaman 

do     

do     

Marine 

Prisoner  at  Dartnu 
Ordinary  seaman.  , 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman.  . 
Marine 


Mastei 


Ma 


Sergeant  marines 

Seaman 

Marine 

Corporal  marines. 
Ordinary  seaman. , 
do 


J..hii  M, Mullen 

B.a-iianl  .McDunough  . 
Daniel  Muneey 


$6  00 

8  00 

5  00 

5  00 

6  00 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
6  00 

8  00 
12  00 

4  00 

5  00 

9  00 
5  00 


3  00 
8  00 
12  00 


2  00 

3  00 
6  00 
6  00 
3  00 
6  00 
6  00 

5  00 

6  00 

5  00 

8  00 
10  00 

6  00 

5  00 

6  00 

3  00 
6  00 
6  00 

4  00 

5  00 

6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
3  00 
6  00 
5  00 
(J  00 

5  00 

6  00 

9  00 
3  00 

5  00 

6  00 
3  00 
5  00 

5  00 

6  00 

8  00 

9  00 
6  00 
8  00 


$12  00 
96  00 
60  00 
60  00 
72  00 
48  00 
48  00 
48  00 
72  00 
96  00 

144  00 
48  00 
60  00 

108  00 
00  00 


$10,144  00 

5  00 

5  00 

6  00 

$60  00 
60  00 
72  00 

$192  00 

$36  00 
96  00 

144  00 

108  00 
60  00 
24  00 
36  00 
72  00 
72  00 
36  00 
72  00 
72  00 
60  00 
72  00 
60  00 
96  00 

120  00 
72  00 
60  00 
72  00 
36  00 
72  00 
72  00 
48  00 
60  00 
72  00 
72  00 
72  00 
36  00 
72  00 
60  00 
72  00 
60  00 
72  00 

108  00 
36  00 
60  00 
72  00 
86  00 
60  00 
60  00 
72  00 
96  00 

108  00 
72  00 
96  00 


NAVAL    AFFAIRS. 


[No.  326 


A. — List  of  naval  pensioners — Continued. 


Ordinary  seaman, 
(inuner'.s  yeoman. 


William  Alonis    Ordinary  seania 

James  MuUiniilV do 

John  Nu--ent !  Seaman 

John  F.  Noyer Marine  ..... .  .  . 

Benjamin  Norcross    herg-eant  marnic 

Benjamin  Newton Seaman 

William  Price I         do     

John  Faseo !  do     

John  Pitt 

Peter  Qnaiitin 

John  Koherts    '" 

Eli  Stewart ^I' 

Joseph  Smith   |   M; 

William  Smith,  (ith   ,  Se 

David  Thomas I  ^I 

Philip  TuUy 

John  B.  Truman 

Richard  \Vel>b 

James  White 

Peter  Whelan 

John  Walter 

John  Williams,  6th 

James  Wilson 

John  Wilson 

John  Young 


Richard  Gilbody  . 

James  Full 

William  Wicks  . . 


Alexander  Ardry 

James  AUcorn 

James  Brown 

Andrew  Beard  

John  Burdeen 

Edward  Burke  (black)   . , 

Thomas  Burr 

William  Carter 

John  Cole 

Enos  R.  Childs 

John  Diragan 

Matthias  Douglass 

John  Denney  

Francis  Elliot 

Daniel  Fullen 

Cornelius  Garrison 

William  Gillen 

Peter  Goshelle 

John  Gregory 

George  Gallagher 

William  Goodshall 

John  Henry  

Isaac  T.  Heartte 

Nicholas  Ingerbretson  . . 

Edward  Murray 

Francis  Mason 

Antonio  Maria 

Hamlet  Moore 

John  McMasters 

Isaac  Nicholson 

John  Patterson 

Charles  Pasture 

Neal  Patterson 

John  Itandall. 
Thoi 


Ordinary  seanui 

do 
Gunner's  mate  . 
Marine 


Ordinary  seaman. , 
Quartergunner    . . , 

Seaman 

Quartermaster  ... 


Ordinary  seaman. , 
Sergeant  marines. , 
Ordinary  seaman. , 


Seaman 

Sailingmaster  .  .  . . 
Seaman 

do     

do     

do     

Ordinary  seaman. . 
Master's  mate  . . . , 
Quartermaster  .  .  . , 
Sailingmaster    .  . .  . 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman. . 
Seaman 

do     

Ordinary  seaman. , 
Seaman 

do     

do     

Boy 

Oi-dinary  seaman. 

Seaman 

O.dinary  seaman. 


ilmgn 


.ster 


Smith, 


William  Stockdalc 


Seaman 

Sergeaut  marines.  . 
Quartermaster  . . . . 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman. 

Marine 

Cook 

Seaman 

Ordiiuiry  seaman. 


$5  00 
10  00 
6  00 
6  00 

5  00 

6  00 
6  00 
6  00 

6  00 

5  00 
9  00 

7  00 

4  00 

8  00 
3  00 

6  00 

5  00 

5  00 

9  00 

3  00 

4  00 

8  00 
10  00 

6  00 

9  00 


4  00 

5  00 
4  00 


Marine 
Boats^ 
Mariu( 


6 

00 

30 

00 

8 

00 

6 

00 

6 

00 

4 

00 

6 

00 

8 

00 

9 

00 

9 

00 

5 

00 

10 

00 

6 

00 

6 

00 

-7 

00 

6 

00 

6 

00 

10 

00 

4 

00 

5 

00 

6 

00 

6 

00 

20 

00 

6 

00 

4 

50 

9 

00 

6 

00 

5 

00 

3 

00 

9 

00 

10 

00 

5 

00 

8 

00 

3 

00 

10 

00 

6 

00 

ffjO  00 
120  00 
72  00 
72  00 
GO  00 
72  00 
72  00 
72  00 
72  00 
60  00 

108  00 
84  00 
48  00 
96  00 
36  00 
72  00 
60  00 
60  00 

108  00 
36  00 
48  00 
96  00 

120  00 
72  00 

108  00 


$48  00 

60 

00 

48 

00 

$156 

00 

$72 

00 

360 

00 

96 

00 

72 

00 

72 

00 

48 

00 

72 

00 

96 

00 

108 

00 

108 

00 

60 

00 

120 

00 

72 

00 

72 

00 

84 

00 

72 

00 

72 

00 

120 

00 

48 

00 

60 

00 

72 

00 

60 

00 

240 

00 

72 

00 

54 

00 

108 

00 

72 

00 

60 

00 

36 

00 

108 

00 

120 

00 

60 

00 

96 

00 

36 

00 

120 

00 

72 

00 

1821.] 


NAVY    PENSION    FUND. 


A. — List  of  naval  pensioners — Continued. 


Monthly 
pensions. 


Annual 
pensions. 


James  Stewart Seaman 

Horatio  Slater Boy 

Ilauiiltiin  Sellers Ordinary  seaman 

ri':iiicis  'i'ic|ianiiy Seaman 

I'elrr  Th, .nips, ,11 do      

Benjamin  Underwood Ordinary  seaman 

James  Wells I   S.ainan" 

David  Wilson  (black) :         do     

Peter  Young- Qiuutermaster  .  . 


DISTRICT  OF  COLCMBU 


-19. 


William  Baker 

John  Butler  (black) 

John  Bruinley 

Amasa  Conner,  alias  Corner 

Michael  Conner 

Andrew  Chambers 

Jerry  Gardner  (black)    

Simeon  Hillman 

John  Hawkins 

Benjamin  Hendrick   

William  McMuUen 

John  Read d(  i    . 

Biirwell  S.  Randolph Midship 

Richard  S.  Siiter do 

dolni  Sliannaiiion ;   Seaman 

William  Staunton 

John  Shinney 

George  Williams 

Charlei  Young 


Ordinary  seaman. 
Seaman 

do     

do     

Marine 

do    

Ordinary  seaman. 

do 

Marine 

Cook 

Marine 


Obadiah  Brown 

Lawrence  Bishee 

Jotham  Briggs 

John  Brown 

Lawrence  Barsayline. 

John  Bruce 

James  Corning 

Silas  Durham 

Thomas  Engles 

William  Howell 

Anson  Harvey 

Francis  Havre 

James  Jeflers 

Obadiah  Johnson 

James  H.  Lansford .  . . 

John  Miller 

Joseph  Ward 


Seaman 

Quartergunner  . 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seama 

'   Qmirt^eriunner" 

Seaman 

do     

Bov 

Ordinary  seama 


Maste: 


■at-a 


NORTH    CAROLIN 


Thomas  Owings., 
John  Thompson. . 


SOUTH    CAROLINA— 


John  J.  Hardy 

Peter  J.  R.  Staunton.. 

Charles  Sheeter 

AVilliam  Tliom 


mps 


do  . 
do  . 
do     . 


Quartermaster  . 
Seaman 


Seaman 

Carpenter's  yeoman . 
Boatswain's  mate  . . 
Seaman 


$6  00 

4  00 
7  00 
6  00 
6  00 

5  00 
9  00 

6  00 
6  00 


6  00 

5  00 

6  00 
6  00 

3  00 
5  00 

5  00 

4  00 
3  00 

6  00 
3  00 
3  00 
6  00 

5  00 

6  00 
9  00 
3  00 
9  00 
3  00 


5  00 

4  00 
12  00 

6  00 

5  00 
9  00 

6  00 
6  00 

4  00 

5  00 

5  00 

6  00 

4  00 

5  00 
4  00 
9  00 

6  00 


6  00 
6  00 
6  00 


$T2  00 
48  00 
84  00 
72  00 
72  00 
60  00 

108  00 
72  00 
72  00 

$3,930  00 


.$72  00 
(30  00 
72  00 
72  00 
36  00 
60  00 
60  00 
48  00 
36  00 
72  00 
36  00 
36  00 
72  00 
60  00 
72  00 

lOS  00 
36  00 

108  00 
36  00 


$60  00 
48  00 

144  00 
72  00 
60  00 

108  00 
72  00 
72  00 
48  00 
60  00 
60  00 
72  00 
48  00 
60  00 
48  00 

108  00 
72  00 


$1,212 

00 

$96 

72 

00 
00 

$168 

00 

1    $72 

00 

00 

72 

00 

90 

00 

;   $306 

00 

NAVAL    AFFAIRS. 


[No.  326. 


A. — List  of  vaval  pensioners — Continued. 


John  Meigs.. 


Robert  Spedden.. 
William  Whitney 
William  Wagner. 


Lieutenant  . . . 

Seaman 

Quartergunner 


Monthly 
pensions. 


Annual 
pensions. 


$240  00 
9(i  00 
108  00 


Rec 

.Number  of  pensioners  in  Maine 

Number  of  pensioners  in  New  Hampshire 

Number  of  peiisinncrs  in  M:issaclnisetts 

Number  of  piMisimicis  in  Itliodc  Isliind 

Number  of  pcnsinncrs  in  Com  ice  ti  cut 

Number  of  pciisiuncrs  in  New   Ymk 

Number  of  pensioners  in  New  Jersey 

Number  of  pensioners  in  Pennsylvania 

Number  of  pensioners  in  Delaware 

Number  of  .pensioners  in  Maryland 

Number  of  pensioners  in  District  of  Columbia. . . 

Number  of  pensioners  in  Virginia 

Number  of  pensioners  in  North  Carolina 

Number  of  pensioners  in  South  Carolina 

Number  of  pensioners  in  Georgia 

Number  of  pensioners  in  Ohio 

Number  of  pensioners  in  Louisiana 


2    $144  00 

7 484  00 

12 5,842  00 

7   48(3  00 

6 468  00 

136 10,144  00 

3    492  00 

n      5,076  00 

3   156  00 

45 3,930  00 

19 1,152  00 

17   1,212  00 

2 168  00 

4 306  00 

1 36  00 

1   120  00 

3 444  00 


399 


$30,360  00 


List  of  widow  and  orphan  pens 


?rs  on  the  1st  January,  1827. 


Names. 

Rank  of  the  deceased. 

Monthly 
pensions. 

Annual 
pensions. 

$6  00 
10  00 

6  00 
6  00 
10  00 

5  00 

6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
9  00 
9  00 
6  00 

20  00 
6  25 

20  00 
3  00 
9  00 
9  00 
6  00 

$72  00 
120  00 

Elizabeth  Martin 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE— 4. 

Mercy  G.  Christopher's  child 

$192  00 

$72  00 
72  00 

Abigail  C.  Fernald 

do     

120  00 

Lucy  Perkins'    children 

Ordinary  seaman 

60  00 

MASSACHUSETTS 37. 

Sally  Annis 

$324  00 

$72  00 
72  00 

do     

do     

72  00 

Sally   Bates 

do 

72  00 

Hannah  S.  Barrett 

108  00 

Mary  P.  Bartlett's  son 

Boatswain's   mate 

Seaman 

Sailingmaster 

108  00 

Sarah  Brimblecomb's   children 

72  00 

Abigail    Cowell 

240  00 

Mary  Cheerer,  for  loss  two  sons 

75  00 

Lieutenant 

240  00 

Rebecca  Day ... 

Marine 

Carpenter's  mate 

36  00 

Mary  Ford 

108  00 

Martha  Flanders 

108  00 

Sally  Harvey 

Seaman 

72  00 

1821] 


NAVY    PENSION    FUND. 


A. — List  of  naval  j)ensioners — Continued. 


Eauk  of  the  deceased. 


Monthly 
pensions. 


Annual 
pensions. 


Seaman . 


Cook 

Ordinary  seaman. , 


irterg-u 


<^nai 
Seam 
Quarterguuner ... 

do 
Sergeant  marines. , 


Hannah  Hazen 

Mary   Hackleton 

Abigail  Jones 

Nancy  Lancy 

Hannah  Lowther's  heirs 

Ann  G.  McCulloh 

Elizabeth  Manly 

Jane  Moulton 

Ann  Martin 

Judetha  Mullen's  children 

Elizabeth   McKim 

Elizabeth  S.   Nickerson 

Nabby  Pliippen i  Coxswain 

Elizabeth  Parker Master  coi 

Charlotte  Passenger , 

Nancy  Patch 

Nancy  Riggs 

Nancy  Simmons 

Mary  Stone 

Mary  Trainer 

Hannah  AVebb , 

Margaret  AVyer 

Abigail  Young 


CONXECTICUT 2. 


Nancy  Price , 

Elizabeth  Joselyn. 


NEW  YORK 36. 


Mary  Allen,  alias  Gordman  . 

BetsV  Blossom 

Eliza  Baldwin 

Belinda  Bowie 

Susannah  Brum 

Catharine  Badger 

Sarah  Carr 

Margax-et  Cummings 

Dorothy  Cooper 

Elizabeth  Cunningham 

Mary  Davis 

Ellen  Dix 

Penelope   Denny 

Catharine  Fury 

Mary  Griffin 

Phoebe  Hammersley 

Susannah  Longill 

Julia  M.  Lawrence 

Mary  Lewis 

Susannah  L.  Osgood 

Mary  Ann  Marshall 

Mai-y  Olcutt 

Margaret   Nevarro 

Sarah  Place's  children 

Margaret  Parcells 

Catharine  Rasmussen 

Phoebe  Reynolds 

Sarah  Sisson's  daughter. . .  . 

Sarah  Smith 

Elizabeth  Shubrick- 

Eleanor  Smart 

Mary  Ann  Springer 

Mary  Smith 

Sarah  Town 

Charlotte  AVares 

Marvel  AA^ilcox 


beaman  . 

do     . 

do     . 

do     . 

do  . 
Marine.. 
Seaman  . 
Sailmakei 
Seaman  . 


Seaman 

Carpenter's  mate. 


Seaman 

Carpenter's  mate. 
Captain's  clerk. . . 
Sailingmaster  . . . 

do 
Gunner's  mate. . . 
Sailingmaster  . . . 
Seaman 

do     

Gunner , 

Quartermaster  . . . 


Quarterguuner 

Steward 

Surgeon  

Lieutenant  

Boatswain 

Captain  

Marine 

Sailingmaster 

Gunner 

Steward 

Sailmaker 

Ordinary  seaman 

Sailmaker    

Pilot 

Boatswain 

Sailingmaster 

Boatswain's  mate 

Lieutenant 

Seaman    

Lieutenant  

Ordinary  seaman 

Marine 

Commander  in  flotilla  . 
Carpenter's  mate 


$6  00 
6  00 
9  00 

5  00 

6  00 
20  00 

9  00 
6  00 
9  00 
9  00 

5  00 

6  00 
9  00 

30  00 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
8  00 
6  00 

10  00 
6  00 


6  00 
9  50 


6  00 

9  50 
12  50 
20  00 
20  00 

9  50 
20  00 

6  00 

6  00 
10  00 

9  00 
25  00 

9  00 

9  00 
25  00 
20  00 
10  00 
50  00 

3  00 
20  00 
10  00 

9  00 
10  00 

5  00 
10  00 
20  00 
10  00 
20  00 

9  50 
20  00 

6  00 
20  00 

5  00 
8  00 
20  00 


$72  00 
72  00 
108  00 
60  00 
72  00 
240  00 
108  00 
72  00 
108  00 
108  00 
60  00 
72  00 
108  00 
360  00 
72  00 
72  00 
72  00 
72  00 
72  00 
86  00 
72  00 
120  00 
72  00 


$72  00 
114  00 


$72  00 
114  00 
150  00 
240  00 
240  00 
114  00 
240  00 

72  00 

72  00 
120  00 
108  00 
800  00 
108  00 
108  00 
800  00 
240  00 
120  00 
600  00 

36  00 
240  00 
120  00 
108  00 
129  00 

60  00 
120  00 
240  00 
120  00 
240  00 
114  00 
240  00 

72  00 
240  00 

60  00 

36  00 
240  00 
114  00 

I  $5,838  00 


10 


NAVAL   AFFAIRS. 


[No.  326. 


A. — List  of  naval  pensioners — Continued. 


Rank  of  the  deceased. 


Monthly 
pensioi 


PENNSYLVANIA— 


Marg-aret  Arundel 

Hannah  Archbold 

Mary  Archbald 

Ann  Brown's  child 

Jane  A.  Blakely's  daughter 
Nancy  Carlisle's  children  . 

Mary  Ann  Hill 

Sarah  Hill's  children 

Diana  Hardy 

Mary  Hadding 

Maria  T.  Johnson 

Jane  Logue's  children .  . . . 

Sarah  Matthews 

Eleanor  Monroe's  child. .  . . 

Anne  Midlen 

Martha  Rose 

Margaret  Rankin's  child  . . 

Elizabeth  Tronys 

Lydia  Van  Horn 

Mary  Wine's  child 


MARYLAND 11. 


Harriet  Barney  .... 
Lavina  M.  Edgar. . . 

Ruth  Gilbert 

Sophia  Gardner 

Elizabeth  Grayson  . 

Sarah  Hopkins 

Elizabeth  Marshall  . 
Elizabeth  Trapnell  . 
Susannah  Wedge  . . 
Margaret  Wai-ner. . 
Mary  Van  Blake  . . . 


Sailingmaster  ... 
Ordinary  seaman. 

do 

Seaman    

Captain    

Marine , 

Quartergunner    . . 
Ordinary  seaman. 

do 
Quartermaster  . . . 
Carpenter's  mate. , 

Marine 

Quartergunner    . . , 

Seaman 

Master's  mate. . .  . 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman. 
Marine 

do     

Seaman 


Captain    

Surgeon  

Seaman 

Master  commandant  . 
Captain  marines  . . . . 

Seaman 

Quartergunner    

Marine 


Sailingmaster  , 
Gunner  


DISTRICT    OP    COLUMBIA 13. 

Ellen  Beeve's  child 

Eliza  Cassin 

Sophia  A.  Crenelle 

Susan  Hook's  daughter 

Eliza  Hall..- 

Susan  Haraden 

Mary  E.  Martin 

Eliza  Maury 

Charity  Nicholson 

Eliza  L.  Pearce 

Eleanor  J.  Snow 

Isabella  J.  Searcy 

Eliza  Tarbell 


VIRGINIA S. 

Eliza  W.  Cocke 

Ann  Hardin 

Frances  M.  Lewis 

Mary  Neal 

Harriet  H.  Sanders 


NORTH    CAROLINA 1. 

Ann  D.  Collins'  heirs 

SOUTH    CAROLINA f. 

Mary  R.  Hatch 


Boatswain 

Purser 

Sailingmaster 

Corporal  marines.  . . 

Sailingmaster 

Master  commandant 
Ordinary  seaman. . . 

Lieutenant  

Carpenter  

Lieutenant  

Seaman 

Lieutenant  

Captain    


Lieutenant  

Seaman 

Master  commandant 
Lieutenant  


Carpenter's  mate. , 


$20 

00 

5 

00 

5 

00 

6 

00 

50 

00 

3 

00 

9 

00 

5 

00 

5  00 

9 

00 

9 

.50 

3 

00 

9 

00 

6 

00 

10 

00 

6 

00 

5 

00 

3 

00 

50  00 
25  00 
6  00 
30  00 
20  00 
6  00 
9  00 
3  00 
9  00 
20  00 
10  00 


10  00 
20  00 
20  00 

4  00 
20  00 
30  00 

5  00 
20  00 
10  00 
20  00 

6  00 
20  00 
50  00 


20  00 
6  00 
30  00 
20  00 
20  00 


182t.] 


NAVY    PENSION    FUND. 


A. — List  of  naval  jiensioners — Continued. 


Names. 

Rank  of  the  dc 

'eased. 

Monthly 
pensions. 

Annual 

pensions. 

KENTUCKY— 1. 

Charlotte  A   Holcombe's  child          

$6  00 
20  00 

$^3  00 

T.ientennnt 

Harriet  Ann  Elbert     

$240  00 

Becajyitulation. 


Maine 

Massachusetts . . . 
New  Hampshire  . 

Connecticut 

New  York  . 


WiJow  and  orphan  pensioners  ii 


Pennsylvania 20 

Maryland 11 

District  of  Columbia 13 

5 


Virgin; 

North  Carolina  . 

South  Carolina  . 

Georgia  

Kentucky 


1 


Total  number 134       $19, 293  00 


^192 

00 

8 

785 

00 

324 

00 

ISO 

00 

.5 

838 

00 

2 

130 

00 

2 

256 

00 

2 

S20 

00 

1 

,152 

00 

108 

00 

240 

00 

240 

00 

72 

00 

$19 

,  293 

00 

Abstract  of  warrants  drawn  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Stai.es,  on  aca 
of  the  navy  pension  fund,  from  1st  January  to  dlst  December,  1826,  inclusive. 


May 
May 

May 

June 
June 


July  27 , 

August      12 


In  whose  favor  drawn. 


Samuel  Angus,  late  captain,  his  pension  from  2d  June,  1824,  to  31st 
December,  1825 

Benjamin  Cowell,  guardian  of  Hannah  Williams,  iaughter  of  An- 
drew Williams,  late  seaman,  pension  from  2d  June,  1813,  to 
81st  December,  1816 

Hugli  Dnimmond,  administrator  for  pension  due  to  John  Earle,  sad- 
ingmaster,  deceased,  from  1st  January,  1824,  to  10th  October, 
1825,  inclusive 

Penel(i|H'  Denny,  her  pension  from  9th  November,  1822,  to  31st  De- 

Tho  inTsidci'il  nf  Branch  Bankifnited  States,  at  New  Orleans,  to  pay 

The  ]iirsi. lent  urCiiiiil.crland  Bank,  Portland,  Maine...,,,.., 

Genr-c  .Muciluiiicl,  :i,uciit  District  of  Columbia,  to  pay  pensioners .  . 

The  |iiesi,leiii  of  Siiv^iiiiiah  Bank,  Georgia,  to  pay  pensioners 

The  |iresi(lei,t  nf  ( 'liailestou  Bank,  South  Cnr..liiin,  tn  pay  pensioners 

The  in-esideiit  nf   Xoiiulk  Bank,  Virginia,  tn  |>ay  |ieiisi,,iiers 

The  pivsid.'iit  wf  I'.aliiiii.ire  Bank,  Marylaii<l,  \n  pay  pensioners 

The  president  uf  llurtlord  Bank,  Connecticut,  t(i  pay  pensioners 

The  president  of  Providence  Bank,  Rhode  Island,  to  pay  pensioners 

The  president  of  Portsmouth  Bank,  New  Hampshire,  to  pay  pen- 
sioners   

The  president  of  Philadelphia  Bank,  to  pay  pensioners 

The  president  of  New  York  Bank,  to  pay  pensioners 

Thomas  T.  Tucker,  to  purchase  United   States  stock 

Joseph  Watson,  attorney  of  James  Tull,  pensioner,  from  1st  July, 
1824,  to  1st  July,  1826 _•  •  • 

The  president  of  the  Trenton  Banking  Company,  at  Trenton,  New 
Jersey,  for  the  balance  due  him  on  1st  July,  1826 


339  90 

500  00 
500  00 

1,500  00 
120  00 
300  00 
500  00 

1,500  00 
500  00 
400  00 

250  00 
1,700  00 
8,000  00 
7,000  00 

120  00 


NAVAL    AFFAIRS. 


[No.  326. 


B. — Abstract  of  loarrants — Continued. 


In  whose  favor  dra- 


November  14. 
December  15. 


The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank  of  Delaware,  at  New  Castle,  for 
the  balance  due  him  on  1st  July,  1826 

The  president  of  tJie  Branch  Bank  United  States,  at  Portsmouth, 
New  Hampshire 

The  president  of  the  Cumberland  Bank,  at  Portland,  Maine,  to  pay 
pensioners 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank  United  States,  at  Boston,  to  pay 
pensioners 

The  president  of  the  Brancli  Bank  United  States,  at  New  York,  to 
pay  pensioners 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank  United  States,  at  Philadelphia,  to 
pay  pensioners 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank  of  Delaware,  at  New  Castle 

The  President  of  the  Branch  Bank  United  States,  at  Baltimore 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank  United  States,  at  Lexington,  Ken- 
tucky   

George  Macdaniel,  agent  District  of  Columbia,  to  pay  pensioners  .  . 

Thomas  T.  Tucker,  agent  privateer  pension  fund,  to  be  vested  in 
United  States  stock 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank  United  States,  at  Noi'folk,  Vir- 
ginia, to  pay  pensioners 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank  United  States,  at  Savannah,  Geor- 
gia, to  pay  pensioners 


$142 

00 

100 

00 

500 

00 

3,000 

00 

3,000 

00 

2,500 

50 

2,000 

00 
00 
00 

250 
1,850 

00 
00 

7,500 

00 

700 

00 

120 

00 

$47,732 

94 

Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  December  31,  1826. 


C. 

Statement  of  bank  docks  belonging  to  the  navy  pension  fund. 


Nominal  value.        Amount  of 
cost. 


890  complete  shares  Columbia  Bank  stock 
90  short  shares  Columbia  Bank  stock.. . 

700  shares  Washington  Bank  stock 

600  shares  Union  Bank  stock 


$89,000  00 
3,000  00 
14,000  00 
15,000  00 


$95,902  60 

3,600  00 

14,260  00 

15,340  50 


Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditor's  Offi.ce,  December  31,  1826. 


D. 

T}ie  commissioners  of  the  navy  pension  fund  in  account  with  Thomas  T.  Tucker,  treasurer  thereof. 
Dr. 
To  warrants  paid,  viz: 
January  1,  1826. 

To  balance $2,297  72 

No.  281.  George  Macdaniel,  agent,  &c 1 ,  725  00 

No.  282.  Samuel  Angus,  late  captain.  United  States  navy 950  00 

No.  283.  Benjamin  Cowell 906  00 

No.  284.  H.  W.  Drummond 427  00 

No.  285.  Penelope  Denny 3.39  90 

No.  286.  President  of  the  Cumberland  Bank,  Maine 500  00 

No.  287.  President  of  the  United  States  Branch  Bank,  New  Orleans 500  00 

No.  288.  George  Macdaniel,  agent,  &c ]  ,500  00 

No.  289.  President  of  the  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Savannah 120  00 

No.  290.  President  of  the  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Charleston 300  00 


1827.] 


NAVY    PENSION    FUND. 


13 


No.  291.  President  of  the  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Norfolk $.500  GO 

No.  292.   President  of  the  United  States  Branch  Bank,  l^altimore l',  .500  00 

No.  293.  President  .if  llir  Tnitrd  States  i'.raiich  r.unk,  Uartinnl 500  00 

No.  294.   President  ..f  the  I'nitcd  Sial.'s  ISran.-li  I'., ink,  I'n.vi.l.Micc 400   00 

No.  295.   President  nf  th<'  rnited  Slates  I5raneh  iiank,  Portsmouth 250   00 

No.  296.  President  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 1 ,  100  00 

No.  297.  President  of  the  United  States  Branch  Bank,  New  York 8, 000  00 

No.  298.  Thomas  T.  Tucker,  treasurer  privateer  pension  fund 7 ,  OOO  00 

No.  299.  Joseph  Watson 120  00 

No.  300.  President  of  the  Trenton  Bankin.sj  Company,  New  Jersey 508  04 

No.  301.  President  of  tiie  Branch  Farmers'  Bank  of  Delaware 142  00 

No.  302.  President  of  the  Cumberland  Bank,  Maine 500  00 

No.  303.  President  of  the  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Portsmouth 100  00 

No.  304.  President  of  the  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Boston 3,000  00 

No.  305.  President  of  the  United  States  Branch  Bank,  New  York 3,000  00 

No.  306.  President  of  the  Bank  of  the  I'liited  States 2,500  00 

No.  307.  President  of  the  Brancli  I'ai- is'  I'.ank  of  |)i.|aware 50  00 

No.  308.  President  of  the  Branch  Hank  Tnited  States,  naltimoic 2,000  00 

No.  309.  President  of  the  Branch  Bank  United  States,  Lexinyton 250  00 

No.  310.  George  Macdaniel,  agent,  &c 1 ,  850  00 

No.  311.  Thomas  T.  Tucker,  treasurer  privateer  pension  fund 7,000  00 

No.  312    President  of  the  Branch  Bank  United  States,  Norfolk 700  00 

No.  313.  President  of  the  Branch  Baidv  United  States,  Savannah 120  00 

Balance 24  13 

Total §51,779  79 

Cr.  ' 
1826. 

January      12.  By  Charles  Hay $1 ,  590  00 

March          31.  By  Treasury  warrant.  No.  291,  in  my  favor 12,429  34 

June            24.  By  Treasury  warrant,  No.  395,  in  my  favor 12,429  34 

28.  By  Treasury  warrant.  No.  401,  in  my  favor 4 ,  297  55 

September  26.  By  Treasury  warrant,  No   8,222,  in  my  favor 10,516  78 

December  22.  By  Treasury  warrant.  No.  8,537,  in  my  favor 10,516  78 

Total $51,779  79 

By  balance  this  day,  $24.13. 

THOMAS  T.  TUCKER,  Treasure!-  United  States. 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  January  1,  1827. 


Statement  of  the  stocks  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury,  to  the  credit  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  the  Secretary  of  War,  for  the  time  being  commissioners  of  the  nacy  jxnsion  fund,  with 
the  interest  xohich  accrued  during  the  year  1826. 


Principal. 


Commencement 
of  interest. 


Interest  for 
the  year  1825, 


Unredeemed 
principal  Dec. 
31,  1825. 


Three  per  cent,  stock 

Six  per  cent,  of  1813,  $16,000,000  loan 
Six  per  cent,  of  1813,  7,500,000  loan 
Six  per  cent,  of  1814,  10,000,000  loan 
Six  per  cent,  of  1814,  6,000,000  loan 
Six  per  cent,  of  1814,      6,000,000  loan 

Six  per  cent,  of  1815 

Four  and  a  half  per  cent,  of  1324 


$30,895  93 
18,400  00 
134,235  02 
279,634  72 
224,590  87 
6,730  76 
43,814  41 
150,000  00 


January  1, 

January  1, 
Jan.  to  July  1, 

January  1, 

January  1, 

July  1, 

January  1, 

January  1, 


1826. 
1826. 
1826. 
1826. 
1826. 
1826. 
1826. 
1826. 


$926 
1,104 
4,028 
16,778 
13,475 
201 
2,628 
6,750 


$30 


,895  93 
,400  00 
,235  02 
,634  72 


:,814  41 
1,000  00 


$888,301   71 


$45,892  24 


,301  71 


Unredeemed  amount  of  principal  on  the  31st  December,  1825 $870,566  17 

Add  stock  purchased,  to  wit: 

Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1814,  $6,000,000  loan,  on  the  17th  March,  1826 $11,004  73 

Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1814,  $6,000,000  loan,  on  the  16th  August,  1826 6,730  76 

17,735  54 

Unredeemed  principal  on  the  31st  December,  1826,  as  above $888,301   71 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register. 
Treasury  Department,  Register's  Office,  January  8,  1827. 
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CONDITION  OF  THE  NAVAL  HOSPITAL  FUND  ON  THE  31st  DECEMBER,  1826. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    JANUARY    16,     1827. 

Navy  Department,  January  15,  1827. 
Sir:  The  commissioners  of  the  navy  hospitals  have  had  tlie  honor  to  receive  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  of  the  6th  January,  1827,  directing  them  to  report  "  the  amount  of  the  sums 
which  they  have  received  and  expended,  by  virtue  of  the  act  entitled  'An  act  cstalilishiiio:  naval  hospi- 
tals,' the  balance  remaining  in  their  hands  on  th  ■  31st  December,  1826,  desi,::;iiatiii,u-  ilio  sum  which  has 
been  absorbed  in  the  pay  of  the  navy,  and  which  is  due  to  tiie  'naval  hospital  lund,'  and  what  measures 
they  have  adopted  to  carry  into  efl'ect  the  provisions  of  said  act,"  and  respectlully  make  the  following- 
report: 

That  they  have  received  the  sum  of $177,207  25 

That  they  have  expended 58, 109  41 

That  there  is  now  due  to  the  navy  hospital  fund,  from  the  pay  of  the  navy,  the  sum  of. .  72,032  96 

And  that  they  have  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  subject  to  their  order,       119,097  84 

Previous  to  the  date  of  the  report  made  by  the  commissioners  on  the  10th  March,  1824,  and  to  which 
they  refer,  (paper  A,)  there  had  been  passed,  on  the  books  of  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  to  the 
credit  of  the  navy  liospital  fund,  $191,701.67.  By  papers  B,  C,  D,  which  are  copies  of  statements  of 
the  Fourth  Auditor,  it  appears  that  there  was  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  fund,  in  the  years  1824,  1825, 
and  1826,  the  sum  of  $57,538.54,  which,  added  to  the  sum  mentioned  in  paper  A,  gives  $249,240.21  as 
the  whole  amount  with  which  the  fund  has  been  credited  up  to  the  31st  December,  1826.  This  sum  is 
$72,032.96  greater  than  that  which  is  stated  to  have  been  received  by  the  commissioners.  The  difference 
has  been  abs(.)rlHMl  in  the  jiay  of  the  navy. 

By  the  repmt  of  IDtli  March,  1824,  (paper  A,)  it  appears  that  the  commissioners  had  expended, 
previous  to  30th  September,  1821,  $10,652.85.  , 

In  September,  1823,  they  purchased  a  site  for  a  naval  hospital  at  Chelsea,  near  the  Navy  yard  in 
Charlestown,  Massachusetts,  which  cost  them  $18,228.48. 

In  May,  1824,  they  purchased  a  site  for  a  hospital  near  the  Navy  yard  at  Brooklyn,  New  York,  which 
cost  $7,911.75. 

In  June,  1826,  they  purchased  a  lot  on  which  to  erect  an  asylum,  near  Philadelphia,  which  cost 
$16,191.00. 

Within  the  present  month  they  have  contracted  for  some  land  adjoining  Fort  Nelson,  near  Norfolk, 
Virginia,  to  add  to  the  ground  on  which  the  fort  now  stands,  and  which  has  been  transferred  from  the 
War  Department.     On  this  site  they  propose,  also,  to  build  a  hospital. 

In  addition  to  these  several  sums,  they  have  expended,  for  various  purposes  incident  to  the  manage- 
ment of  the  fund,  $5,125.33.  The  whole  being  added  together,  make  the  amount  $58,109.41,  before 
stated,  as  expended  by  them.  This  amount,  deducted  from  $249,240.21,  the  total  sum  to  the  credit  of 
the  fund,  leaves  $191,130.80,  which  ought  now  to  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  commissioners  to  enable  them 
to  execute  the  purposes  of  their  appointment.  But  such  is  not  the  fact,  as  the  $72,032.96,  absorbed  in 
the  pay  of  the  navy,  is  not  under  their  control. 

The  commissioners  respectfully  ask  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  following  statement  respecting 
the  history  of  the  fund,  the  manner  in  which  a  portion  of  it  has  been  absorbed  in  other  objects,  and  the 
proper  remedy  for  the  grievance. 

By  the  law  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen,"  passed  the  16th  of  July, 
1798,  it  was  provided  that,  after  the  1st  of  September  of  that  year,  every  master  or  owner  of  a  vessel, 
arriving  in  any  port  of  the  United  States,  should  render  an  account  of  the  number  of  seamen  employed 
in  the  vessel,  and  pay  to  the  collector  at  the  rate  of  twenty  cents  per  month  for  the  time  each  of  said 
seamen  was  so  employed,  retaining  the  same  out  of  their  wages ;  that  the  collector  should  pay  the  money 
so  received  to  the  Sr-cniari/  nf  tin'  Treasury,  and  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  should,  out  of 
the  same,  proviile  lor  ihe  lempKiin v  relief  and  maintenance  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen,  in  hospitals  or 
other  proper  institntiojis;  that  tlie  surplus,  if  any  remained  after  this  provision  was  made,  should  be 
invested  in  stock  of  tlie  United  States;  and  when  a  sufiBcient  sura  was  accumulated  he  should  purchase 
and  provide  grounds  and  hospitals  for  the  accommodation  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen,  and  appoint 
directors  of  the  hospitals  to  govern  them,  under  his  instruction.  A  subsequent  law  directed  the  money 
to  be  expended,  with  some  exceptions,  in  the  State  where  it  was  collected,  or  in  the  adjoining  State. 

These  provisions,  which  were  originally  designed  only  for  the  benefit  of  seamen  employed  in  merchant 
vessels,  were  extended  to  the  navy  by  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled 
seamen,"  passed  2d  March,  1799.  This  law  directed  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  deduct,  after  the  1st 
of  September  in  that  year,  from  the  pay  rif  oacli  ofKccr,  seaman,  "and  marine,  the  sum  of  twenty  cents 
per  month,  and  \y.\y  the  am. unit,  iiiiarterly,  ti>  tlie  S(>eret:iry  .if  the  Treasury,  to  be  applied  to  the  same 
purposes  to  whi.li  ihe  le.'ni'V  e.ill.'ete.l  uiiiler  the  Iniaiier  act  was  apiir.iiiriated;  and  the  officers,  seamen, 
and  marines  ill  till'  iia\y,  t..  .■njiiy  tlic  same  l>eiieiits  and  adwnitages  as  were  by  said  law  provided  for 
the  seamen  einpl.iyed  in  tlie  nu'ieliant  vessels  of  the  United  States.  This  last-mentioned  law  continued 
in  force  until  the  2(itli  nf  Felniiaiy,  1811,  when  Congress  thought  proper  to  separate  the  military  from 
the  inei'cantile  marine — tlu>  seanien  employed  in  merchant  vessels  from  those  employed  in  the  navy,  so  far 
as  related  to  this  subject;  and,  tlierefore,  passed  the  law  establishing  navy  hospitals.  By  it,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  Secretary  of  War  were  appointed  a  board  of  commis- 
sioners of  navy  hospitals;  the  money  collected  by  virtue  of  the  law  of  2d  March,  1799,  to  be  paid  to 
them,  to  constitute  a  fund  for  naval  hospitals. 

During  the  period  in  which  the  law  of  the  2d  of  Mareli.  1799,  was  in  force,  and  operated  upon  the 
navy,  viz:  from  1st  September  in  that  year,  to  26th  Fein  iiaiy,  isll,  about  twelve  years,  ileiliirtimis  were 
regularlj'  made  from  the  pay  of  the  officers,  seamen  ami  marines,  and  the  amount  carried  to  the  iredit  of 
the  marine  hogpital  fund  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.     Upon  this  fund,  therefoi-e, 
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they  had  a  perfect  claim, 
them  tliat  their  proper  pro 


t  ^hi 


nted  by  their  pay,  and   for  their  benefit.     It  was  just  to 


the 


their  rights  in  tliis  respc. 
assigned  to  tliem,  it  was  j 
anu)unt  received  from  th 
probably  both  uncertain, 


iild 


■         \\l'^"    prcnsc    pi-npnllMU 

rubably  dillicult  at  that  liay, 
!ni,  and  the  exact  portion  e 
It  was  the  will  of  Congress  ti 
and  by  'the  act  of  the  26th  of  February,  ISII,  separati 
of  the  unexpended  balance  of  the  niannc  liospital  fund 
form  a  part  of  the  fund  for  tlic  navy  liuspitnls.  Tli 
payment  never  has  been  made.  '1  ln'  sum  nt  >;:;,7Sl;.S 
tlie  balance  remains  t<.  this  day  unsulislicd.  TIm'  want 
state.l 


■cuted;  the 


;  tlie 


tthii 


It 


■llullv 


Uki 


from  the  pay  necessary  to  the  support  and  comlort  of  tli 
no  act  of  theirs,  but  b}-  the  irresistible  operation  of  a  law 
that  it  should  be  used  for  their  benefit.  It  has  not  yet  1 
their   benefit.      The  commissioners  of  navy  hospitals,   the 


1  longer  to  exist.  The  money  was  taken 
■rs,  seamen,  and  marines  of  the  navy,  by 
ignss;  and  it  was  taken  under  a  pledge 
used;  S4('>,_'n.l4  remains  to  be  paid  for 
lelialf,    ask  of  Congress  to 


make  an  appropriation  to  that  amount,  that  it  may  be  restored  to  a  fund  in  which  their  comfort  and 
happiness  are  so  deeply  interested. 

It  will  also  be  perceived,   by  the  laws  before  referred  to,  that  this  fund  is  created  solely  by  the 
deduction  of  twenty  cents  per  month.     This  deduction  has  lieen  uniformly  made  in  every  case  since  the 


1st  of  September,  17'.)'.).      Tlir  aniMunt    ariMn-  therrlV.Mii   jnvvious  t. 

2(5,    1811,    was   su[iiios,m1    m   l„.    iM-.ivid.'d    r,,r   in    that    act    hy    the   a 

mentioned.      Since   February 'JC,   lsll,||ie   amount    de.lurted"  was    i 

fund,  and  placed  in  the  bauds  of  the  connnissiimers,  until  Januai-v  1, 

for  several  years  after  it,  although  it  was  taken  fr(jni   the  nlhcer, 

permitted  to  remain  in  the  sums    appropriated  fur  the  pay  of  the  i 

objects.       In  this   manner,    it   is   seen   bv  iiaper   \,   the   siuii   ef  sll 

January  1,    1824.     This  opeialion    was'enusi.h.Ted   impruper;    and 

11th   of  March  in  that  year,  diiveteil  th.'  j-ouiili  Audiioi-  to 

disbursing  officers,  in  every  quarter,  that  a  requisition  mig 

proper  fund,  (see  paper  E.)     Since  that  time,  and  in  virtue  of  that  order,  the  deductions  made  from  the 

pay  have  been  regularity  added  to  the  hospital  fund,  in  the  bauds  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 

as  agent  of  the  commissioners. 

•    ^      '  •  s  have  at   diftbreiit 


sage  of  the  act  of  February 
.rmtion  of  the  $50,000  before 
gubirly  carried  to  the  hospital 
.  During  tlie  war  of  1812,  and 
men  ami  iniirines,  yet  it  was 
and  exiieiided  for  that  or  other 
.'.).">  was  absorbed  previous  to 
e.  retary  of  the  Navy,  on  the 
■uient  from  the  accounts  of  tiie 
.ssued,  and  the  amount  carried  to  the 


Since  that  period,  also,  variou; 
the  pay  of  the  navy;  so  that  the  lai 
(see  paper  D.)     This  debt  may  ]io; 


■     thi: 


the 


u-iii( 


sha 


th.. 


■   th.' 


\\t     the 


pai.l  t..  tlie  hospital  fund  out  of 
Ar\,U;\  to  the  loim.u-  §12,032.96, 
1...  saiislie.l  eiit  ..r  the  balances 
le  sl.iw  ami  uncertain;  and  the 
ay  III'  maile,  restoring  it  at  once 
that  the  want  of  this  money  has 
■  piiiurming  the  duties  assigned 
kmI  to  ]ii'.i\i.le  hospitals  and  an 
-;,  and  il.'.lu.'tions  from  their  pay 
the  state  .if  the  funds,  not  one 
.•ile.t  upon  the  feelings  of  our 
•.(I  that  it  has  been  one  powerful 
I  an-  jiublic  vessels, 
i.ii  may  lie  immediately  used  in 
1  sums,  .im-  .if  which  has  been 
of  th.'  navy,  there  will  then  be 
s  whicii  they  deem  necessary  in 


s,  th.Mvt;,,-..,  a-aiu  .vsp,.Mrully  ask  that  an  appn.pri 
t,,  th..  hosi.ital  lun.l.  it  has  l....m  lmivtor,,iv  ivpivs.-nte.l  t..('- 
prevented  them  from  purchasing  sit.'s,  .■iv.-ting  hiiil. lings,  ami  ,,i 
to  them  bylaw;  and  it  is  a  painful  fa.'t  thai  alth.mgh  tin-  law 
asylum  for  our  seamen,  has  been  in  .ijiiaatiun  n.'arly  tw.'nty-.igl 
constantly  made  during  all  that  time,  y.'l,  in  eons... pi. ■ne..  .-111 
building  for  their  accomnioilati.m  ami  .-omroit  has  Imm/h  er.'.-i.'. 
officers  and  seamen  may  w. -11  b..  imauin.'.l.  Th..  .Mmniissi..ii.Ts  ai 
cause  of  the  difficulties  som.'lim.'s  .•iii-.aint.'i'.'.l  in  pi'.iciiriiig  scan 

It  is  thus   shown  that  th.'  .■  :imniissi,,n.u-s  n.iw  have  $liy,U'JT 
executing  the  purposes  .if  th.'  law.      II'  Cmgress  appropriate 
expended  on  the  marine  li..si.ilals  an. I   th.'  ..flier   absorbed  in  t 
$237,347.94  at  their  disposal;  a  sum  siilHcieut  to  erect  all  the  I 
the  present  state  of  the  naval  service. 

The  measures  adopted  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  law,  may,  in  part,  be  seen  in  the 
preceding  statement.  In  addition  to  which,  the  commissioners  have,  during  the  past  year,  caused  a 
wharf  to  be  built  on  the  lot  near  Charlestown,  Massachusetts,  another  .m  that  near  Philadelphia,  made 
arrangements  to  build  one  at  Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  causcl  otii.u-  slight  improvements  to  be  made. 
They  have  also  procured  with  great  care,  from  some  of  the  most  a.rom|ilisli.'d  architects  in  our  country, 
plans  for  the  buildings  which  they  suppose  necessary  at  the  places  mentioned,  keeping  in  view  the 
inqjrovements  in  such  esfatilishm.'iils  in  ..tli.-r  countries,  and  the  direction  of  the  law  "  to  regard  economy, 
and  give  preference  to  such  plans  as.  with  most  convenience  and  least  cost,  will  admit  of  subsequent 
additions,  as  the  funds  will  iHaniii  an.l  .iivumstauces  require." 

They  have  employed  .Mr.  Sti  i.kland,  a  v.tv  skilllul  and  ex|iiu'ienced  architect,  to  make  the  necessaiy 
contracts  for  materials,  an.l  su|i.Tiiit.'n.l  th.-  building  ..f  a  •■  iMTman.mt  asylum  for  disabled  and  decrepid 
navy  officers,  seamen,  an.l  niarin.'s,"  at  rhila.l.'liihia;  ami  Mr.  IJaviland,  another  skillful  and  experienced 
architect,  to  make  the  cntra.-ts  f.ir  an.l  sup. Tint. ui. I  th.'  building  of  a  hospital  near  Norfolk,  Virginia. 
Both  the  asylum  and  the  hospital,  th.'V  h.ip.',  will  \'i'  .■.impl.'te.l  within  the  next  year,  in  a  manner  suited 
to  the  interesting  nature  of  tli.-  w.uks  ih.mis.'lves,  an.l  t..  the  obligations  due  to  those  out  of  whose  funds 
the  cost  of  their  erection  is  to  be  defraj'cd. 

They  propose,  also,  to  proceed  with  the  hospitals  at  Charlestown  and  Brooklyn,  as  soon  as  the  funds 
under  their  control  will  permit;  and  if  the  recommendations  which  they  have  suggested,  to  pay  to  the 
fund  what  is  really  due  to  it,  be  adopted  by  Congress,  they  do  not  doubt  that  they  will  he  able  to  com- 
])lete  all  the  hospitals  mentioned  in  the  course  of  the  next  two  years. 

Which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 
RICHARD  RUSH. 
JAMES  BARBOUR. 

To  the  honorable  the  Speaker  of  tltc  Houae  of  Representatives. 
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Navy  Departmext,  March  10,  1824 

Sir:  In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  20tii  January,  "  That  the 
commissioners  of  the  navy  hospitals  be  directed  to  report  to  this  House  tlie  amount  of  the  sums  which 
they  have  received  and  expended  by  virtue  of  the  act  entitled  'An  act  establishing  navy  hospitals;'  the 
balance  remaining  in  their  hands  on  the  31st  of  December,  1823,  designating  the  sum  which  has  been 
'absorbed  in  the  pay  of  the  navy,  and  which  is  due  to  the  hospital  fund;'  and  what  measures  tliey  have 
adopted  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of  said  act;"  we  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  marked  A,  with  a  statement  of  the  accounts  in  the  Auditor's 
office,  marked  B,  showing  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  said  fund  up  to  the  31st  of  December,  1823. 

The  law  separating  the  naval  from  the  marine  hospital  fund  was  passed  on  the  26th  February,  1811. 
On  that  day  a  balance  of  $3,782.86,  standing  tt)  the  credit  of  the  marine  hospital  fund,  was  carried  to  the 
credit  of  the  navy  hospital  fund.  This  sum,  with  the  deductions  authorized  by  law  from  the  pay  of  the 
officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  constitutes  the  whole  of  the  navy  hospital  fund.  These  deductions  have 
been  regularly  made  whenever  the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines  have  received  their  pay,  and  the  sums 
so  deducted  have  been  left  in  the  "  pay  of  the  navy,"  which  is  of  course  responsible  for  them.  They 
were  not  in  the  first  instance  drawn  from  the  "  pay  of  the  navy"  at  the  times  in  which  they  accrued,  in 
consequence  of  the  war  which  succeeded  the  passage  of  the  law,  and  were  left  in  the  same  situation  for 
several  years  afterwards. 

By  the  report  made  on  the  29th  October,  1823,  it  appears  that  the  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  fund 
at  that  time  was  $117,074.84;  since  which,  the  deductions  from  the  pay  of  the  officers,  seamen,  and 
marines,  and  for  which  the  "pay  of  the  navy"  is  responsible,  have  amounted  to  $2,638.61,  making  the 
navy  hospital  fund;  on  the  31st  December,  1823,  amount  to  $119,712.95,  exclusive  of  the  amount  which 
has  been  under  the  control  of  the  commissioners. 

After  the  establishment  of  the  fund,  in  February,  1811,  and  before  the  30th  September,  1821,  the 
expenditures  by  the  commissioners  amounted  to  $10,652.85;  since  that  time  there  has  been  drawn  and 
placed  in  the  liands  of  tlie  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  commissioners, 
$43,335.87,  and  in  September,  1823,  $18,000  were  paid  for  a  site  for  a  naval  hospital  near  the  Navy  yard 
at  Charlestown,  Massachusetts.  These  tln-ee  sums  added  together  make  $71,988.72,  which  added  to  the 
sum  of  $119,712.95,  for  which  the  "pay  of  the  navy"  is  responsible,  make  $191,701.67,  being  the  whole 
amount  of  money  which  has  accrued  to  the  fund  since  its  establishment. 

From  this  statement  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  only  funds,  which  the  commissioners  can  immedi- 
ately control  for  the  objects  of  the  law,  are  those  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  viz.:  $43,335.87.  The 
debt  due  from  the  "pay  of  the  navy"  can  only  be  paid  as  balances  of  the  appropriations  for  that  object 
shall  remain  at  the  end  of  the  year;  and  as  these  appropriations  are  founded  upon  estimates  calculated 
with  great  care  and  accuracy,  and  arc  barely  adequate  to  accomplish  their  object,  it  is  manifest  that  it 
will  be  a  long  time  before  the  fund  is  repaid,  and  the  commissioners  will  have  the  control  of  all  the  means 
whicli  properly  belong  to  it. 

The  delay  will  greatly  postpone  the  accomplishment  of  the  benevolent  purposes  of  the  law  creating 
the  fund,  and  do  injustice  to  those  who  have  contributed  to  it,  and  who  by  the  delay  will  be  deprived  of 
its  benefits. 

With  a  view  to  avoid  the  difficulties  which  have  heretofore  existed  on  this  subject,  an  order  has  been 
given  to  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  to  make  out,  at  the  end  of  each  quarter,  from  the  returns 
of  the  disbursing-  officers,  a  statement  of  all  moneys  accruing  to  the  navy  hospital  fund  during  the 
quarter,  and  give  a  regular  certificate  of  the  amount,  that  a  warrant  may  be  issued  for  the  same  in  favor 
of  the  agent  of  the  fund.  By  this  means  it  will,  at  the  end  of  each  quarter,  receive  all  the  money  to 
which  it  is  entitled,  and  the  "pay  of  the  navy"  will  not  become  any  further  indebted  to  it. 

In  September,  1823,  the  commissioners  purchased  a  site  for  a  hospital  adjoining  the  Navy  yard 
at  Charlestown,  Massachusetts,  for  which  they  paid  $18,000,  and  have  made  a  contract  for  another  site 
near  the  Navy  yard  at  Brooklyn.  These  are  all  the  "  measures  they  have  adopted  to  carry  into  efi'ect  the 
provisions  of  the  act." 

Respectfully,  &c.,  WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 
SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditor^ s  Office,  January  26,  1824. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  request  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  twenty-first  instant,  enclosing  a 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  relative  to  the    "naval  hospital  fund,"   I  have  the  honor 
to  report: 
That,  from  the  26th  February,  1811,  to  the  31st  December,  1823,  there  has  been  passed,  to 

the  credit  of  said  fund  on  the  books  of  tliis  office,  and  those  of  the  accountant  of  the 

navy,  the  sum  of $187 ,  918  81 

To  which  must  be  added  a  balance  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  "marine  hospital  fund," 

on  the  26th  February,  1811,  and  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  "naval  hospital  fund" 3,782  86 


To  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  Rouse  of  Representatives 


$191,701  67 
From  this  sum  is  to  be  deducted  amount  of  expenditures  to  30th  Sept.,  1821. .   $10,652  85 
Moneys  drawn  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States.  .     43,335  87 
Moneys  drawn  in   September,  1823,  for  the  payment  of  land  purchased  for  a 

naval  hospital  site  at  Boston 18,000  00 

71,988  72 

$119,712  95 

Leaving  a  balance  to  the  credit  of  the   "  naval  hospital  fund,"  on  the  books  of  this  office,  on  the 
31st  December,  1823,  of  one  hundred  and  nineteen  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twelve  dollars  and  ninety- 
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five  cents,  the  wliole  of  which  has  been  absorbed  in  the  "pay  of  the  navy,"  and  for  which  the  appropria- 
tion for  that  object  is  responsible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  air,  witli  great  respect,  j'our  obedient  servant, 

CONSTANT  FREEMAN,   Auditor. 
Hon.  SAiruEL  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Navy  hospital  fund. 

Dr. 
To  balance  due  navy  hospital  fund §119,712  95-j5^ 


Cr. 
By  balance  standing  at  the  credit  of  the  navy  hospital  fund  on  the  1st 

day  of  October,  1823,  per  report  transmitted  29th  October,  lS2;i $111, 074  34^^ 

By  amount  carried  to  the  credit  of  said  fund,  from  1st  day  of  October  to 

31st  dav  of  December,  1823 2,638  61 

$119,712  roj% 


By  balance  brought  down $119,712  <ib^% 

CONSTANT  FREEMAN,  Auditor. 
Treasury  Departmext,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  January  26,  1824. 


B. 

Navy  hospital  fund. 
Dr. 


1824. 

May     24.     To  requisition  on  the  Treasury  No.  2,223,  in  favor  of  Thomas  T.  Tucker,  for $5,353  74 

July    14.     To  requisition  on  the  Treasury  No.  2,418,  in  favor  of  Thomas  T.  Tucker,  for 2,026  99 

To  balance  due  navy  hospital  fund 132 ,  574  88 

$139,955  61 


Cr. 
By  amount  standing  at  the  credit  of  the  navy  hospital  fund,  per  report  trans- 
mitted 29th  October,  1823 $117,074  34 

By  amount  carried  to  the  credit  of  said  fund,  for  4th  quarter,  1823.    $2, 640  21 

Amount  credited  in  1st  quarter,  1824 12,238  74 

Amount  credited  in  2d  quarter,  1824 2,026  99 

Amount  credited  in  3d  quarter,  1824 5, 975  33 

22,881  27 

§139,955  61 

By  balance  to  credit  of  said  fund  on  30th  September,  1824 $132,574  88 

T.  WATKINS. 

Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditoi-'s  Office,  December  I,  1824. 

Abstract  of  money  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  navy  hospital  fund,  from  the  1st  day  of  October  to  the  31st  day 
of  December,  1824. 

For  pay  afloat §2,001  23 

For  pay  of  stations 67  25 

And  for  marine  corps'  pay 48  29 

§2,116  77 
T.  WATKINS. 


Treasury  DEPARTirEXT,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  February  9,  1825. 
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Navy  hospital  fund. 
Dr. 
182.'i.        To  requisitions  on  the  Treasiiiy,  viz: 
Feb     10.     For  requisition  No.  3,159,  in  faVor  of  Tiiomas  Tudor  Tucker,  agent  for  navy  iios- 

pitalfund $2,116  H 

June   14.     For  requisition  No.  3,608,  in  favor  of  T.  T.  Tucker,  agent 8, 229  60 

Aug.      9.     For  requisition  No.  3,197,  iu  favor  of  T.  T.  Tucker,  agent 3, T22  56 

Oct.     14.     For  requisition  No.  4,051,  in  favor  of  T.  T.  Tucker,  agent 2, 191  66 

Oct      29.     For  requisition  No.  4,103,  in  favor  of  Silas  Butler 1,911   15 

Nov.    10.     For  requisition  No.  4,149,  in  favor  of  T.  T.  Tucker 6, 885  00 

To  balance  due  navy  hospital  fund 116, 920  66 

$148,584  00 

Ck. 
Bv  amount  standing  at  the  credit  of  the  navy  hospital  fund  on  31st  December, 

1824 ! $128 ,  698  58 

By  amount  carried  to  the  credit  of  said  fund,  viz: 

From  1st  January  to  31st  March,  1825,  inclusive 8,229  60 

From  1st  April  to  30th  June,  1825,  inclusive 3, 122  56 

From  1st  July  to  30th  September,  1825,  inclusive 2,191  66 

From  1st  October  to  31st  December,  1825,  inclusive 5, 135  60 

$148,584  00 


By  balance  due  navy  hospital  fund $116,920  ( 


T.  WATKINS. 
Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  January  11,  1826. 


Navy  hospital  fund  in  account  tt'ith  the  United  States. 

Dr. 
1826. 

Jan.     12.     To  requisition  on  the  Treasury  No.  4,298,  in  favor  of  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker $5,135  60 

April     1.     To  requisition  on  the  Treasury  No.  4,515,  in  favor  of  Thomas  Tudor  Tucker, . . .  3,395  56 

June    20.     To  requisition  on  the  Treasury  No.  4,115,  in  favor  of  George  Harrison 16, 191   00 

July    12.     To  requisition  on  the  Treasury  No.  4,839,  in  favor  of  T.  T.  Tucker 2,215  91 

Oct.     16.     To  requisition  on  the  Treasury  No.  5,113,  in  favor  of  T.  T.  Tucker 3, 184  86 

Dec.       6.     To  requisition  on  the  Treasury  No.  5,248,  in  favor  of  T.  T.  Tucker 30,000  00 

To  balance  due  navy  hospital  fund  on  the  31st  December,  1826   12,032  96 

$132,215  95 


Cr. 
By  balance  due  to  navy  hospital  fund,  per  statement  transmitted  January  11, 

1826 $116,920  66 

Amount  passed  to  the  credit  of  navy  hospital  fund,  from  1st  Janu- 
ary to  31st  March,  1826 $3 ,  395  56 

Amount  passed  to  the  credit  of  navy  hospital  fund,  from  1st  April 

to  30th  June,  1826 2,215  91 

Amount  passed  to  the  credit  of  navy  hospital  fund,  from  1st  July 

to  30th  September,  1826 3, 184   86 

Amount  passed  to  the  credit  of  navy  hospital  fund,  from  1st  Octo- 
ber to  31st  December,  1826 6,438  90 

15,295  29 

$132,215  95 

By  balance  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  navy  hospital  fund,  on  the  1st  January,  1821. .     $12,032  96 

T.  WATKINS. 

Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  January  8,  1821. 


Navy  Department,  3Iarch  11,  1824. 
Sir:  At  the  expiration  of  each  quarter,  from  the  1st  of  January,  1824,  you  will  make  out,  from  the 
returns  of  the  disbursing  officers,  a  statement  of  all  moneys  accruing  to  tiie  navy  hospital  fund,  during 
the  quarter,  and  give  a  regular  certificate  of  the  amount,  that  a  warrant  may  be  issued  for  the  same,  in 
favor  of  the  agent  of  that  fund. 

I  am,  respectfully,  &c.,  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

To  the  Fourth  Al*ditor  of  the  Treasury. 
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IOthCoxgress.]  IN'O^    o^b-  [2d  Session. 

CONCERNING  APPOINTMENTS,  PROMOTIONS,  DUTIES,  AND  COMPENSATION  OF  THE 
SURGEONS  AND  ASSISTANT  SURGEONS  IN  THE  NAVY. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    JANUARY    It,     182T. 

Mr.  Bartlett,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  who  were  insdncti-il  by  a  i-csolution  of  the  10th  of 

January,.  1827,  "to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making-  such  allcraiinns  and  improvements,  as 

the  public  service  may  require,  in  the  medical  department  of  tlic  navy,"  reported: 

That,  early  in  the  last  session  of  Congress,  the  attention  of  the  committee  was  directed  to  the  subject 

of  this  inquiry,  and  there  was  no  diversity  of  opinion  as  to  the  importance  and  necessity  of  alterations 

and  improvements  in  the  organization  of  the  medical  department  of  the  naval  service. 

The  committee  were  of  opinion  that  liiitlicr  Icpishitive  rru-ulations  were  necessary  in  relation  to  the 
appointments,  the  promotions,  duties,  and  <-(i(Hjicii><iti<>ii  of  sm-i'ons  and  assistant  surgeons  in  the  navy. 
Other  improvements  in  the  organization  of  llic  naval  establisluuent  were  deemed  by  the  committee  not 
less  important  than  that  which  forms  the  immediate  subject  of  the  present  inquiry.  They  therefore 
reported  "  a  bill  concerning  the  naval  establishment,"  in  which,  with  other  provisions  that  it  was 
believed  the  service  demanded,  was  embraced  the  subject  of  this  resolution;  in  relation  to  which,  that 
bill  provides,  generally: 

1st.  Concerning  appoinhiu'nl.<.  ] in, motions  and  duties:  That  no  person  shall  be  appointed  assistant 
surgeon  in  the  navy,  unless  he  sli;ill  li:ive  been  examined  and  approved  by  a  board  of  three  or  more  sur- 
geons of  the  navy,  designated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  Department;  and  no  person  shall  be  appointed 
a  surgeon,  until  he  shall  have  been  commissioned  an  assidant  surgeon  three  years,  and  have  served  at 
least  two  years,  as  such,  at  sea  on  board  a  public  vessel;  and  shall  also  have  been  examined  and  approved, 
as  in  case  of  assistant  surgeons.  It  also  provided  for  the  appointment,  from  the  surgeons  of  the  navj^, 
to  every  fleet,  or  squadron,  of  an  experienced  surgeon,  to  be  denominated  the  surgeon  of  the  fleet;  and 
makes  it  his  duty  to  examine  and  approve  the  requisitions,  and  inspect  the  quality  of  medicines  and 
hospital  stores;  and,  in  diSicult  cases,  to  consult  with  the  surgeons  of  the  several  ships;  make  records 
of  the  character  and  treatment  of  diseases,  and  make  particular  and  periodical  reports  of  the  same; 
and  to  perform  all  duty  a]>iiMipiiatc  To  his  station,  under  the  direction  of  llic  Navy  Department. 

2d.  Goncexmng  compi'ii.oil loiis:  That  the  surgeons  and  assistant  suruiniis  of  the  navy  shall  receive 
one  ration  a  day  each;  and  that  the  monthly  pay  of  surgeons  shall  be  in  proiinition  to  the  time  they  have 
been  in  the  public  service,  as  surgeons,  viz:  a  surgeon,  who  shall  have  serveil  less  than  five  years,  as 
such,  sixty  dollars  a  month,  which,  after  the  first  five  years'  sei  \  ice,  shall  be  increased  at  the  rate  of  ten 
dollars  a  month  for  every  additional  term  of  five  years:  i'/vn/VA  ,/,  that  the  highest  rate  of  pay  shall  not 
exceed  one  hundred  dollars  a  month  and  one  ration  a  day,  excepting  the  surgeon  of  the  fleet.  That  an 
assistant  surgeon,  before  being  passed  for  promotion,  as  surgeon,  shall,  while  in  service,  receive  forty 
dollars  a  month;  and  after  being  so  passed,  fifty  dollars  a  month;  and  when  serving  on  board  vessels  of 
war,  having  no  other  medical  officer  on  board,  an  assistant  surgeon  shall  be  allowed  ten  dollars  a  month, 
in  addition  to  the  pay  aforesaid.  Ami  thai  a  snrueon  of  the  fleet,  while  in  service,  as  such,  shall  receive, 
in  addition  to  the  other  compensation  aUowed  to  sur-cons,  and  not  subject  to  the  same  limitation,  an 
allowance  of  twenty  dollars  a  month:  and  luohiliits  any  other  allowance,  or  compensation  for  any  purpose, 
to  be  made  to  either  of  said  grades.  The  committee,  in  adopting  the  provisions  embraced  in  that  bill,  con- 
sidei-ed  the  present  law  defective,  in  that  it  does  not  require  any  examination  of  surg-eons  and  assistant 
surgeons  previous  to  appointment,  or  any  term  of  service  previous  to  appointTnents  to  the  highest  grade; 
nor  does  it  require  the  duties  which  are  rccommonded  for  surgeons  of  the  fleet,  or  graduate  the  pay  by 
the  time  of  service,  or,  in  tlie  opinion  of  tlie  comiiiittee,  allow  a  sufticient  coin|ieiisation  to  those  who 
have  spent  much  of  their  life  in  the  service  of  tlieir  country;  but,  as  the  ]iio\isioiis  deemed  expedient  by 
the  committee  ai-e  embraced  in  the  bill  hefon'  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  the  committee  recommend 
the  following  resolution: 

Besolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
resolution,  of  the  10th  of  January,  respecting  the  medical  department  of  the  navy. 


19th  Congress.]  No.    329,  [2d  Session. 

ON  CLAIM  OF  A  WIDOW,  ON  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  SUFFERINGS  AND  LOSSES  OF  HER  HUS- 
BAND, WHILE  IN  CAPTIVITY  AT  TRIPOLI,  IN  1804. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    JANUARY    10,     182T. 

Mr.  Storrs,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Gratia  Ray,  widow 
of  William  Ray,  deceased,  reported: 

That  the  memorialist  states  that  her  late  husband  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  Tripolitans  at  the  cap- 
ture of  the  U.  S.  frigate  Philadelphia,  and  sufiered  greatly  in  his  health  from  his  captivity,  and  lost  all 
the  property  which  he  had  on  board  the  same  ship;  that  he  has  since  deceased,  and  left  her,  with  several 
children,  destitute  of  support,  and  slie  prays  that  Congress  would  make  to  her  and  her  family  some  com- 
pensation for  those  sufl'erings  and  losses. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petition,  and 
establish  thereby  a  precedent  which  must  prove  to  be  very  extensive  in  its  application,  and  which,  the 
committee  believe,  has  never  been  sanctioned  heretofore  by  Congress.  They  recommend,  therefore,  the 
following  resolution: 

Besolved,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  her  petition. 
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19th  Congress.]  No.    ooO.  [2n  Session. 

ON  THE  EXPEDIENCY  OF  ESTABLISHING  A  LINE  OF  VESSELS  TO  PANAMA  AND  A  COM- 
MUNICATION BETWEEN  THE  ATLANTIC  AND  PACIFIC  OCEANS  ACROSS  THAT  ISTHMUS. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPEESENT.\TIVES  JANUARY    24,     1821. 

Mr.  Stores,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  instructing  them 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  line  of  communication,  from  some  port  or  place 
in  the  United  States,  across  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  to  some  port  or  j)orts  on  the  Pacific  ocean, 
reported : 

That  they  have  taken  the  subject  under  consideration,  and  are  fully  convinced  of  the  expediency  of 
establishing  the  proposed  line  of  communication.  The  increasing  importance  of  the  various  nations  bor- 
dering upon  that  ocean,  and  our  increased  commerce  with  those  nations,  are  highly  interesting  to  every 
portion  of  the  Union.  Our  trade  on  the  northwest  coast,  our  extensive  whale  fishery,  all  demand  the 
vigilance  of  government;  and  the  government,  duly  estimating  the  interests  of  the  country,  have  wisely 
stationed  a  portion  of  our  navy  in  that  ocean,  to  protect  our  property  and  preserve  our  rights.  Without 
entering  into  a  particular  consideration  of  tlu>  situatinn  nnd  governments  of  the  various  nations  in  the 
Pacific,  including  the  islands  as  well  as  the  maiii.  wiili  whom  we  have  intercourse,  it  may  be  proper  to 
say  that  no  navy  could  be  placed  in  a  situation  so  nsjinnsible,  and  where  the  officers  would  so  much 
need  the  instruction  of  the  government.  Indeed,  it  is  drsirable  at  all  times  that  our  navy  should  act 
under  the  immediate  inslruction  oi  the  Executive,  as  far  as  practicable,  and  that  as  little  be  left  to  the 
discretion  of  the  officers  as  eirnunstaiices  will  alhiw.  Cases  may,  and  will  no  doubt  occur,  which  will 
throw  great  responsibilily  upon  uur  naval  coiiimanders,  affecting  national  interest  and  honor.  Where 
such  responsibility  cannot  be  avoided  it  must  be  assumed;  and,  while  we  are  disposed  to  place  merited 
confidence  in  our  naval  officers,  we  are  disposed  to  relieve  them,  as  far  as  possible,  from  a  responsibility 
which  necessity  alone  would  induce  them  to  assume  or  us  to  allow.  This  object  can  be  effected  only  by 
affording  opportunity  to  intruct  them  from  time  to  time,  as  circumstances  and  the  changes  in  events  may 
demand. 

Our  navy  in  the  Pacific  usually  cruises  from  Valparaiso,  on  the  south,  to  Callao,  on  the  north,  and 
sometimes  extending  much  beyond  tliose  points.  The  ordinary  length  of  a  passage  from  the  United 
States  to  Valparaiso,  round  Cape  Horn,  is  from  eighty  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  days;  it  therefore 
requires  from  six  to  eig-ht  months  to  send  a  letter  to  or  from  the  squadron  and  receive  an  answer.  From 
this  great  delay  and  circuitous  voyage,  it  is  certaiidy  desirable,  if  practicable,  to  obtain  relief.  It  is 
important  to  the  nation  that  the  goveniinent  should  lie  able  to  send  dispatches  and  orders  to  our  naval 
forces  in  as  slmrl  a  period  as  practicable,  ami  it  is  piaeticaMe  to  facilitate  and  shorten  our  communica- 
tion, by  the  route  named  across  the  Istlmnis  ol'  raiiama,  so  tli:il  instead  of  requiring  six  or  eight  months 
to  receive  information  and  give  instructions,  it  iiia_\'  bo  elfected  in  ninety  days. 

It  is  contemplated  to  establish  a  line  of  vessels  to  run  fi'om  some  port  in  the  United  States  to  the 
isthmus.  A  passage  from  the  Chesapeake  to  the  isthmus  may  be  estimated  at  fifteen  or  twenty  days. 
The  journey  across  the  isthmus,  from  Chagres  to  Panama,  thirty-six  hours;  a  passage  from  Panama  to 
Valparaiso,  thirty  or  thirty-five  days;  and  from  Valparaiso  back  again  to  Panama,  about  twenty-five;  or, 
should  Lima  be  fixed  upon,  a  passage  from  Panama  to  Lima  may  be  estimated  at,  and  return  passage  to 
Panama,  twenty-four  or  tiiirty  days.  Instructions  mi.^iit  ordinaiily  be  sent  from  the  Chesapeake  to  Lima, 
or  Valparaiso,  in  forty  or  fif^y  days,  and  a  return  in  about  the  same  period,  being  much  less  than  half  the 
time  at  present  required,  saving  more  than  four  months.  The  time  required  upon  the  Pacific  in  a  passage 
from  Panama  to  Valparaiso,  and  from  the  Chesapeake  to  Panama,  would  be  about  the  same,  so  that  if  a 
communication  were  kept  up  between  the  United  States  and  Valparaiso,  and  Panama  made  the  place  of 
departure,  there  would  be  little  delay;  whenever  a  vessel  arrived  from  the  United  States  to  Panama,  a 
vessel  would  be  there  ready  to  sail,  and  when  a  vessel  returned  from  Valparaiso  to  Panama,  a  vessel 
would  be  ready  to  sail  to  the  United  States.  To  effectuate  this  object,  four  vessels  would  be  required; 
two  on  this  side  to  conununicate  with  the  United  States,  and  Uvo  in  tlu^  Pacific.  It  is  recommended  that 
the  vessels  employed  be  schooners  of  a  large  class,  because  the  dispalehes  they  might  l>e  charged  with 
would  be  important,  and  their  freight  valuable.  Such  vessels  would  alloi.l  great  security,  not  only  to 
whatever  might  be  entrusted  to  their  charge,  but  also  to  our  comnierci'  against  piracies.  Indeed,  if  pro- 
tection against  piracy  be  our  sole  object,  the  vessels  in  question  would  be  suitable,  and  the  passage  on 
both  sides  in  the  very  place  where  we  are  most  likely  to  be  infested,  so  that  these  vessels  would  effect 
the  double  object  of  protection  against  piracy,  and  the  carrying  dispatches  and  whatever  else  might  be 
deemed  expedient. 

^  The  importance  of  the  measure  cannot  escape  the  notice  of  any  one,  as  affording  a  direct  communi 
cation  with  our  ministers  and  agents  in  the  South  American  governments. 

We  may  be  permitted  to  add,  that  the  contemplated  communication  would  afford  great  facilities  to 
our  commerce  in  the  Pacific  and  to  our  whale  fishery;  interests  of  no  small  value,  which  we  trust  are 
increasing  and  will  continue  to  increase — interests  which  affect  every  part  of  the  country,  whether 
engaged  in  agriculture,  commerce,  or  manufactures.  These  valuable  interests  have  been  protected  by 
our  navy,  and  the  wisdom  of  such  protection  has  not  been  questioned:  they  are  not  to  be  overlooked  in 
examining  the  advantao-es  Avhich  may  result  from  the  proposed  measure,  which  is  intended,  primarily 
and  principally,  to  facilitate  our  intercourse  with  the  navy. 

Nor  can  we  forget  that  those  who  are  stationed  in  our  navy,  as  well  as  those  in  our  whale  ships, 
and  others,  amounting  to  thousands,  are  separated  from  friends  for  years.  To  afford  such  facilities  to 
send  to  and  receive  letters  from  their  friends  and  owners,  would  be  desirable  and  beneficial,  as  it  would 
afford  means  of  information  and  instruction  as  well  as  gratification;  and  if  even  a  trille  were  allowed  for 
such  purpose,  it  would  accord  with  the  policy  of  the  country  of  alfording  mails  in  some  cases,  at  a  very 
considerable  expense  to  the  g(jvernment. 

But  the  leading  object  in  view  is  to  improve  our  navy,  by  keeping  up  a  connection  with  the  parts; 
to  afford  facilities  for  supplying  the  wants  of  the  squadron  in  the  Pacific;  in  making  timely  and  proper 
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application  of  funds  for  its  support;  in  g-iving  instructions  and  orders.     These  objects  are  deemed  impor- 
tant in  point  of  economj',  as  well  as  conducing  to  the  honor  and  interest  of  the  nation. 
The  committee  therefore  report  a  bill. 


Navy  Dkpartmext,  January  13,  1826. 

Sir:  In  your  letter  of  the  22d  December,  you  enclose  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  19th,  instructing  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs  "to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a 
line  of  connnunication  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacitic  oceans,  through  tlie  Isthmus  of  Panama;"  and 
vou  ask  the  opinion  of  tlie  Pcpartniciit  "  ;is  to  the  militv  uf  tlic  propnscd  (•(niniiiniication,  the  facility  of 
its  establishment,  the  innsl  .dvantiiuvuns  and  rc.uuinirai  n..M|r  nf  ..Urn  i,,g  il„.  ,,l.j. .,■!." 

The  opinion  of  the  Depaiimrnt,  that  this  .■..i,mnuiirau..n  slmuM  I.e  ,  Malilished,  was  decidedly 
expressed  in  the  report  to  the  President,  which  accompanied  his  message  at  the  commencement  of  the 
session,  and  to  which  I  refer  you. 

The  usual  cruising  ground  of  the  American  squadron  in  the  Pacific  ocean  is,  from  Valparaiso  on  the 
south,  to  Callao  on  the  north;  sometimes,  however,  extending  much  beyond  those  points  in  both 
directions. 

The  ordinarj- length  of  a  passage  from  the  United  States  to  Valparaiso,  round  Cape  Horn,  is  from 
eighty  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  days.     It  therefore  requires  from  six  to  eight  months  to  send  a  letter 
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iiiiircsts  there  are  immense,  and  everything  in  the  govern- 
atc  u}»on  these  interests,  unsettled  and  subject  to  rapid  and 
and  repeated  injuries, 
■hich  cannot  be  foreseen,  are  incessantly  occurring-,  upon  which  it 
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commanding  officer  be  necessary,  i(  is  ( 

It  is  always  of  high  importance  to 
municating  rapidly  its  views  and  ordei 
obliged  to  act  in  cases  affecting  the 
frequently  than  in  the  Pacific  ocean, 
ment,  the  people  and  the  forces,  which 
violent  changes,  producing  constant  da 

Questions  of  doubt  and  difficulty,  \ 
is  natural  that  the  commanding  officer  should  desire  to  be  instructed,  and  upon  which  it  is  the  interest  of 


luld  be  given.  But  in  the  present  dilatory  and  uncertain  mode  of 
tor  and  received  until  they  are  often  useless,  the  officer  having  been 
the  views  of  the  government,  and  perhaps  in  violation  of  its  wishes. 
aic  frequently  necessary  respecting  the  discipline  and  economy  of  the 
cing  impracticable,  leave  a  painful  responsibility  upon  him,  and  some- 
•su'lt. 

i])plying  the  wants  of  the  squadron,  and  in  making  a  timely  and  proper 
1,  which  might  l>e  avoided  hy  a  shoi'ter,  iiioic  uniform,  and  periodical 
SOS  iiiigut  I'o  sa\-oil.  ami  the  s(|nadi-on  sn|iplii'il  more  economically. 
nlort  of  the  oflicrrN  in  the  squadron  air  woiiliy  oT  attention  and  regard, 
iiiicnsc  distance  from  their  country  and  friends,  and  from  the  scene  of 
tlic  govirnmcnt  to  interfere  in  their  favor,  and  relieve  them,  as  far  as 
A'  their  situation,  by  affording  them  the  means  of  frequent  intercourse 
;iiiil  niurh  uneasiness  might  be  avoided. 

(•  not  piMidiarly  connected  with  this  department,  it  may  be  correct  to 
ition  would  be  extremely  useful  to  the  government,  by  facilitating  its 
inMic  political  agents,  and  to  the  wdiole  mercantile  community,  by 
iliat  p(U-tion  of  South  America,  and  the  means  of  transfer- 
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at  thirty-six  hours.  The  passage 
raiso  to  Panama  at  about  tweniy-: 
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twenty-four  to  thirty  days.  Alloy 
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It  will   be  pru.lent,  in  th<'    lirsi    instance,  to  establish 
Chesapeake,  say  Baltimore   or  Annapolis,  and  Lima.     SIh 
hereafter  be  extended  to  Valparaiso,  the  vessel  touching, 
average  time  which  it  will  take  to  reach  Panama  from  the  points  ment: 
and  by  arranging  properly  the  jieriod  of  starting,  and  making  that  the  _ 

be  much  delay  in  effecting  an  infei  change  of  the  letters  which  may  be  carried  in  each  direction.  The 
consul,  or  other  agent  of  the  bnited  Stales,  under  such  instructions  as  may  be  given,  will  furnish  the 
necessary  means  both  of  safety  and  expedition. 

It  is  not  believed  that  any  impediment  will  arise  from  the  government  of  the  country  througdr  which 
the  communication  is  to  be  made.  On  the  contrary,  there  is  the  strongest  confidence  that  every  facility 
will  be  afforded  by  it  which  may  be  called  for  by  our  interests  or  our  wishes. 

To  execute  the  proposed  plan,  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  two  vessels  on  each  side  of  the  Isthmus. 
These  may  be  either  small,  but  fast  sailing  schooners,  of  sixty  or  seventy  tons,  or  schooners  of  a  larger 
class,  carrying  twelve  guns,  like  the  Shark  and  Porpoise.  My  own  opinion  is  decidedly'  in  favor  of  the 
latter,  for  three  r 
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1st  They  are  safer  from  all  dangers,  both  common  and  extraordinary — of  the  sea  and  of  enemies; 
aa-ainst  these  dangers  it  is  wise  to  guard.  They  will  always  carry  dispatches  of  importance,  and  some- 
times offer  tempta1;ions  to  p' under  by  the  value  and  nature  of  their  freight.  Under  such  circumstances  it 
would  not  be  pleasant  to  have  them  rifled  and  destroyed. 

2d  They  will  be  under  the  direction  of  this  Department;  be  commanded  by  naval  officers;  and 
form  essentially  a  part  of  the  navy.  Like  other  vessels,  they  should  be  useful  in  training  our  officers  and 
seamen.  But  if  less  than  the  size  proposed,  they  cannot  answer  that  purpose.  Discipline  cannot  be 
preserved  in  them,  nor  can  the  officers  or  men  be  properly  instructed  in  seamanship  and  their  respective 
duties.  Experience  has  sufficiently  taught  us,  that  smaller  vessels  are  expensive,  injurious  to  correct 
habits,  and  destructive  of  subordination  and  discipline. 

3d.  They  ought  not  to  be  merely  packets  for  carrying  dispatches,  but  vessels-of-war,  ready  and  able 
to  render  protecfion  to  our  interests,  when  they  find  them  assailed.  Their  route  throughout  its  whole 
course  in  both  oceans,  but  especially  in  the  Pacific,  will  be  where  our  commerce  needs  protection;  and 
they  will  be  likely  to  fall  in  with  pirates  and  others  who  interrupt  our  ships;  their  force  should  therefore 
be  competent  to  any  ordinary  call  which  may  be  made  upon  it. 

The  expense  of  executing  the  plan  will  depend  in  some  degree  upon  the  vessels  which  maybe  selected. 
We  have  no  small  schooner  suited  to  this  object.  But  should  this  class  of  vessels  be  selected,  they 
ought  to  be  provided  with  two  competent  officei's,  and  six  or  seven  hands,  and  two  or  more  spare  berths 
to  accommodate  the  messenger,  and  any  passengers  to  whom  the  government  might  see  fit  to  furnish  a 
conveyance  to  the  Pacific.  Their  original  cost  may  be  estimated  at  $4,500  each,  their  annual  expense  at 
$3,500  each,  and  the  expense  of  the  messenger  at  $2,000. 

Should  the  opinion  which  I  entertain  be  considered  the  best,  it  will  be  necessary  to  build  three  addi- 
tional schooners  of  twelve  guns — two  to  be  used  in  the  Atlantic  and  one  in  the  Pacific,  the  Dolphin  which 
is  now  there,  being  ordered  on  this  service. 

I  wish  you  to  remark,  however,  that  during  the  past  year  one  of  the  small  schooners  attached  to  the 
West  India  squadron  was  lost,  and  two  others,  with  the  Decoy,  sold:  and  the  Nonsuch,  of  twelve  guns, 
became  too  much  decayed  to  be  repaired.  Another  ought  to  be  built  to  supply  her  place,  whether  this 
communication  be  established  or  not.  It  ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  charged  with  the  necessity  of  building 
more  than  two  of  those  which  are  proposed,  nor  with  a  large  portion  of  the  annual  expense  which  may 
be  found  necessary  to  support  the  communication  after  it  is  established. 

The  cost  of  these  vessels  will  be  $17,000  each,  and  their  annual  expense  $16,500  each;  an  expense 
which  would  be  more  than  compensated  to  the  nation  by  one  successful  commercial  enterprise,  and  by 
one  important  dispatch  being  expedited  to  a  political  agent,  or  the  commanding  officer  of  the  squadron. 
The  expense  of  sending  the  dispatches  across  the  isthmus  would  be  very  small,  if  large  schooners 
be  adopted^  as  they  might  be  provided  with  boats  which  could  be  sent  up  the  livcr  from  Chagres  to 
Cruces,  and  one  of  the  officers  of  the  vessel  be  entrusted  with  the  dispatches  l.i  i'anaina. 

I  am  not  aware  of  the  necessity  of  any  legislative  act  on  this  subject,  excel  it  tn  aiilliurize  the  building 
or  purchasing  of  the  vessels,  and  such  an  appropriation  as  will  meet  the  demands  uf  the  year — say  $51,000 
for  building  the  vessels,  $49,500  for  their  support,  and  $3,000  for  contingent  expenses.  The  annual 
expense  of  the  vessels  which  will  be  employed  in  this  operation  may  hereafter  be  embraced  in  the  general 
auDropriation  bills. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  &c.,  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Hon.  Henry  R.  Storks,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  House  of  Representatives. 


19th  Coxgrf.ss.]  No.    331.  [2d   Sessiox. 

ON  THE  SUBJECT  OF  GENERAL  AND  SPECIFIC  ESTIMATES  FOR  THE  NAVY. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    JANUARY    29,    1827. 

Navy'  Department,  January  28,  1827. 
Hon.  Daniel  P.  Cook,  chairman  Committee  Ways  and  Means,  House  of  Representatives: 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  yesterday's  dete,  making  certain  inquiries  on 
behalf  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  present  for  you  consideration  the  following  answers 
and  explanations:  . 

The  reasons  for  combining  the  three  first  items  of  the  estimates  of  last  year  m  tlie  first  item^  of  the 
estimates  of  this  year  have  been  heretofore  presented  to  the  Committee  of  A\'a_vs  and  ^feans.  They  do 
not  aftoct  the  amount  which  is  to  be  expended  for  the  service,  for  the  same  is  c  stimalcd  uuder  the  one 
head  that  would  have  been  under  the  three;  nor  can  one  cent  more  be  expended  iukUt  one  form  of  appro- 
priation than  under  the  other.  They  do  not  aff'ect  the  responsibility  of  the  disbursing  officers,  for  that 
responsibility  is  precisely  the  same  under  both  forms.  But  three  benefits  were  supposed  to  result  from 
combining  them  together. 

1st.  The  certainty  that  the  appropriation  would  be  expended  on  the  precise  object  for  which  it  was 
made.  When  the  items  are  separated,  it  is  very  difficult,  sometimes  impossible,  for  the  disbursing 
officers  who  pay  the  money,  and  the  Treasury  officers  who  settle  the  accounts,  to  decide  under  which 
item  the  payment  ought  to  be  made  and  charged;  because  it  is  not  easy  to  say  whether  an  officer  or 
seaman  is  for  the  time  attached  to  the  service  generally— to  the  navy  yard  and  shore  service — or  belongs 
to  the  civil  establishment.  Errors  are  therefore  committed,  and  money  paid  out  of  one  appropriation, 
when  it  ought  to  be  paid  out  of  another.  From  this  unavoidable  cause,  it  often  happens  that  one  or  more 
of  the  appropriations  is  exhausted  before  the  end  of  the  year;  the  error  cannot  be  corrected,  and  we  are 
left  without  the  possibility  of  making  necessary  payments,  &c. 

2d.  In  the  settlement  of  the  accounts,  the  errors  thus  committed  must  as  far  as  possible  be  corrected; 
and,  hence,  confusion  and  errors  constantly  arise,  both  with  the  officer  and  at  the  Department. 
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3d.  The  settlement  of  the  accounts  bccf)nies  much  more  difficult,  expensive  and  laborions. 

From  these  evils,  it  was  suppuscd  best  t<i  place  the  whole  in  one  item.  As  all  were  to  be  paid,  a 
general  appropriation  of  pay  for  all  was  innsidered  sufficient  for  every  purpose.  The  objection  to  its 
being  a  general,  not  a  specific  aiiprtiprialiMii,  was  also  supposed  to  be  avoided  bv  the  minute  statements 
explanatory  of  the  items  wliicli  shnw  ..wry  utVuvr,  man  and  tliiii.u-,  on  and  f  .r  wh'ifli  it  is  to  bo  cxpnidcd. 
The  combination  of  the  whol.-  pav  in  niir  iicm,  was  Inrmrrly  (he  inml"  nf  apin'i.in'ial  ii.n  ;  and  a  srpai'at  inn 
was  made  with  a  view,  moiv  <lisiiiicily  if  p.issihlc,  in  cxhiKii  tlic  nlijcris  ..f  ,v\i„.|idii  iirc;  but  llio  .lilli.-ultios 
resulting  from  it  induced  a  rctiiiii  1m  lli..  innnw  mudc.  As  this  dues  n..l  nu^l  the  views  .,f  the  eommittee, 
and  they  desire  to  keep  them  se|iaiate,  liie  enclosed  statement  has  been  made,  separating  the  one  item 
into  three.  This  staienieni,  yai  will  iierceive,  ou  examination,  is  merely  copied  from  the  estimates  which 
were  sent  to  you  at  the  l>e,i;-innin--  ef  the  sessinn.  Those  estimates  arc  the  same,  and  made  in  the  same 
mode  as  those  of  last  year!  The  dirferenee  is  not  in  tlie  estimates,  n..r  in  the  detail,  but  sini])ly  and  alune 
in  the  summary  which  is  made  (if  the  anmunt  nf  the  estimates.  Ne  new  est  imate,  iherelure,  is  s(  ut  to 
you.  The  object  of  the  committee  will  I...  entirely  satisfied,  by  separating-  the  sums  whieh  eempuM.  the 
first  head,  and  placing  them  under  the. same  heads  as  they  were  placed  in  the  last  year.  Tu  examine  the 
accuracy  of  the  statement  I  enclose,  you  have  ouly  to  examine  the  estimates  in  pages  referred  to  in  the 
statement. 

In  reference  to  the  amount  of  force,  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  the  committee  is  in  error,  in  supposing 
that  a  larger  amount  is  to  be  employed  for  the  whole  year  than  was  employed  during  a  part  of  the  last.  I 
refer  you  to  my  letter  to  Mr.  McLane,  of  January  16,  and  ask  to  remind  the  committee  that,  after  the 
estimates  were  presented  at  the  beginning  of  last  year,  it  became  necessary  to  send  a  squadron  to  the 
coast  of  Brazil.  This  sipunlmn,  added  t<v  the  estimated  force  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  session,  is 
the  very  same  (with  the  variatimi  ef  tme  er  two  small  vessels)  as  it  was  last  year. 

The  force  estimated  fur  this  yeai',  for  llir  whole  year,  is  the  same,  with  the  exception  stated,  as  was 
in  commission  during  the  last,  alter  the  lirazilian  squadron  sailed. 

The  only  difference  between  tlie  estimates  at  the  bcciinninn  of  last  year  and  this,  are  these:  1st.  The 
squadron  on  the  coast  of  Ibazil  was  not  in  that  of  last  year,  l)iit  in  this.  2d.  There  is  an  estimate  for  the 
time  necessary  for  fitting  out  a  squadron  to  relieve  that  in  the  Mi'ditm-ranean,  and  bringing  it  home,  dis- 
charging the  crews,  and  laying  up  tiie  ships.  This  is  absolutely  necessary,  because  the  ships  require 
some  repairs,  and  the  time  of  the  crews  has  expired,  and  they  cannot  be  discharged  in  the  Mediterranean. 
3d.  The  estimates  for  the  time  the  Pacific  squadron  will  probably  take  to  return  home  and  be  discharged. 
This  is  less  than  is  allowed  in  the  former  case,  because  the  relief  s.piadrou  was  prepared  during  the  last 
year,  and  probably  arrived  on  the  station  before  th<.  1st  of  January.  Then'  is  good  reason  to  expect  that 
the  squadron  returning  home  may  be  discharged  in  the  lour  months  esliniateil  for. 

I  enclose  copy  of  a  communication  from  the  Navy  Comniissiuners,  explanatory  of  the  points  stated  in 
your  letter.  It  seems  only  necessary  for  me  to  add  to  the  remarks,  that  the  land  which  is  desired  at 
Norfolk  is  very  important  tii  llie  eoiiv'enience  and  economy  of  the  yard;  that  it  will  cost  about  $15,000; 
and  that  it  ought  now  to  lie  purehasi'd,  because  it  is  indispensable  to  the  safety  of  the  public  property 
that  a  wall  be  constructed,  and  the  purchase  ought  to  be  effected  before  this  is  done. 

Deducting  the  $15,000  for  the  land,  ami  the  estimate  for  that  yard  is  but  little  more  than  for  the  other 
yards;  and  is  for  objects,  the  uselulness  of  which  requires  no  explanation. 

Having  been  compelled  to  prepare  this  communication  very  hastily,  no  copy  has  been  taken,  and  you 
will  confer  a  favor  by  permitting  me  to  have  it  for  a  short  time  after  the  committee  has  examined  it. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

S.  L.  SOUTHARD. 


Statement  separating  the  sums  estimated  for  different  objects  in  the  first  item,  for  the  naval  service  for  1821,  so 
as  to  correspond  with  the  three  first  items  in  the  estimates  for  1826,  taken  from  the  estimates  submitted  to 
Congress  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  session. 

The  first  item  of  the  last  year  embraced — 

1.  Pay,  &c.,  of  vessels  in  commission. 

2.  Pay,  &c.,  of  receiving  vessels. 

3.  Pay,  &c.,  of  recruiting  stations. 

5.  Pay,  &c.,  of  officers  awaiting  orders  and  on  furlough. 

6.  Pay,  &c.,  of  ordnance  officer. 

These  several  objects  ai'e  separately  estimated  for  in  the  estimates  of  this  year,  as  will  be  perceived 
by  referring  to  them,  and  are  as  follows: 

1.  Vessels  in  commission,  see  letter  B,  page  112,  at $968,544  00 

2.  Receiving  vessels,  see  letter  D,  page  122,  at 30,381   15 

3.  Recruiting  stations,  see  letter  E,  page  122,  at 14,918  15 

5.  Officers  awaiting  orders,  see  letter  F,  page  123,  at 96,617   75 

6.  Ordnance  officer,  see  letter  E,  page  122,  at 1,930  00 

In  all $1,153,549  25 

41,157  00 

This,  therefore,  will  be  the  amount  of  the  first  item  in  the  appropriation  bill $1,112,392  25 

If  the  committee  determine  to  make  the  appropriation  in  the  form  it  was  last  year.     Last 

year  the  first  item  was ,  908,595  50 

Making  a  diff'erence  of $203,796  75 

But  it  did  not  then  embrace — 

1.  The  support  of  the  squadron  on  the  coast  of  Brazil,  which  was  provided  for  by 
a  subsequent  act. 
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2.  The  support  of  the  vessels  returning  from  the  Mediterranean,  for  six  months. 

3.  The  support  of  the  squadron  from  the  Pacific,  four  months. 
The  second  item  last  year  embraced — 

1.  Pay,  &c.,  at  navy  yards. 

2.  Pay,  &c.,  at  shore  stations. 

3.  Hospitals. 

4.  Ordinary. 

These  are  also  distinctly  estimated  for  this  year,  as  will  be  found  by  reference  to 
pages  114  to  121,  inclusive,  and  are  added  together  in  the  recapitulation  on  p.  121,  thus: 

1.  Navy  yards,  &c $100,149  25 

2.  Shore  stations 10,108  GO 

3.  Hospitals 21,600  00 

4.  Ordinary 41,157  00 

$172,924  25 
Last  year  this  item  amounted  to 141,613  25 

$31,311  00 
This  difference  is  accounted  for  by  the  Navy  yard  at  Pensacola,  hospital  at  Boston, 

and  a  slight  variation  in  the  number  of  persons  at  the  several  navy  yards  and  stations. 

The  second  item  in  the  appropriation,  therefore,  will  be $172,924  25 

The  third  item  last  year  embraced  pay,  &c.,  of  superintendents,  naval  constructors,  and 

all  the  civil  establishment  at  the  yards  and  stations,  and  amounted  to 52,240  00 

This  year  it  amounts  to 68,031  50 

$5,790  50 
The  difference  arises  from  the  establishment  at  Pensacola. 
The  third  item  in  the  appropriation,  tlierefore,  should  be 58,031  50 

Add  these  items  together,  viz:  1 $1,112,392  25 

2 172,924  25 

3 58,031  50 

$1,343,348  00 
And  you  have  the  first  item  of  this  j^ear's  estimates.  , 


19th  Coxgress.]  No.    o32.  [2d    Session. 

ON  CLAIM  OF  THE  WIDOW  OF  A  SEAMAN  WHO  DIED  IN  DARTMOOR  PRISON,  IN  ENGLAND, 
TO  FIVE  YEARS'  HALF-PAY. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  FEBRUARY  3,  1827. 

Mr.  Bartlett,   from  the   Commiitee   on  Naval  Affairs,   to  whom   was   referred  the  j^etition  of  Abigail 
Appleton,  reported: 

That  the  petitioner  represents  that  she  is  the  widow  of  Daniel  Appleton,  late  of  Ipswich,  in  Massa- 
chusetts; that  her  late  husband  was  a  seaman  on  board  of  the  United  States  sloop-of-war  Frolic,  which 
sailed  from  Boston  on  the  18th  of  February,  1814,  under  Captain  Bainbridge,  and  was  taken  prisoner, 
carried  to  Halifax,  and  thence  to  England,  and  committed  to  the  Dartmoor  prison,  where  he  died,  on  the 
4th  of  January,  1815. 

The  petitioner  further  represents,  that  she  has  made  application  to  the  Navy  Department,  for  five 
years'  half-pay,  under  the  provisions  of  the  acts  of  Congress  of  January  20,  1813,  March  4,  1814,  and 
April  16,  1818,  which  relate  to  the  subject  of  pensions  to  the  orphans  and  widows  of  persons  slain  in 
the  public  or  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States;  and  that  the  Department  has  expressed  an 
opinion  that  her  claim  does  not  come  within  the  letter  of  those  statutes.  The  facts  stated  in  the  memorial 
of  the  petitioner  are  fully  and  distinctly  proved;  and  the  committee  do  not  hesitate  to  express  an  opinion 
that  her  claim  is  clearly  within  the  spirit  and  purpose  of  the  laws  referred  to,  and  therefore  report  a  bill 
to  give  her  five  years'  half-pay  from  the  privateer  pension  fund. 


Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditor^ s  Office,  January  4,  1827. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  herewith,  certificates  containing  the  information  requested 
in  your  letter  of  the  2d  inst.,  addressed  to  Mr.  Gilliss,  of  this  office.  The  act  of  April  16, 1818,  provides, 
"if  any  officer,  seaman,  or  marine  shall  have  died  since  January  18,  1812,  in  consequence  of  accident  or 
casualty  which  occurred  while  in  tlie  line  of  his  duty,  on  board  any  public  or  private  armed  ship,  leav- 
ing a  widow,  she  shall  be  allowed  the  same  monthly  pay  as  if  he  died  of  wounds."  The  only  doubt  in 
the  mind  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  was,  whether  death  in  a  prison  of  the  enemy  was  the  same  as 
death  on  board  the  ship. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

T.  WATKINS. 
Hon.  John  Varnum,  House  of  Representatives. 
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I  certify  that  it  appears,  from  documents  on  file  in  this  office,  that  Daniel  Appleton,  a  seaman  on 
board  the  United  States  ship  Frolic,  born  at  Ipswich,  Massachusetts,  was  captured  in  the  said  ship,  in 
April,  1814,  carried  tu  Dartmoor  prison,  in  England,  and  there  died  on  the  4th  day  of  January,  1;15. 

T.  WATKINS. 

Treasury  Departmext,  Fourth  Auditor^s  Office,  January  5,  182t. 

The  United  States  sloop-of-war  Frolic,  under  the  command  of  Master  Commandant  Joseph  Bain- 
bridge,  sailed  on  a  cruise  from  Boston,  on  the  18th  of  February,  1814,  and  was  captured  near  the  coast 
of  Cuba,  on  the  20th  of  April  following,  by  the  British  frigate  Orplieus,  Captain  Hugh  Pigot,  and  the 
British  schooner  Shelburne,  Lieutenant  Hope. 

Nayv  Department,  January  4,   1827. 
I  certify  that  the  truth  of  the  above  statement  is  sustained  by  documents  on  file  in  this  Department 

JOHN  BOYLE. 


19th  Congress.]  No.  333.  [2d  Session. 

ON  CLAIM  OF  THE  OFFICERS  AND  CRE^y  OF  THE  KETCH  INTREPID  TO  PRIZE  MONEY, 
FOR  THE  DESTRUCTION  OP  THE  FRIGATE  PHILADELPHIA,  IN  THE  HARBOR  OF  TRIPOLI, 
IN  1804. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  FEBRUARY  7,  1827. 

Mr.  Storrs,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  "bill  to  compensate 
Susan  Decatur,  widow  and  representative  of  Captain  Stephen  Decatur,  and  others,"  and  to  whom 
was  also  referred  the  petition  of  Mary  Preble,  widow  of  Captain  Edward  Preble,  reported: 

That  they  have  again  had  the  said  bill  under  their  consideration,  and  reviewed  its  provisions — 
particularly  in  that  respect  which  prescribes  the  rule  of  distributing  the  sum  granted  to  the  officers  and 
men  of  the  Intrepid,  for  their  good  conduct  and  gallantry  in  accomplishing  the  destruction  of  the  frigate 
Philadelphia. 

They  have  the  more  carefully  re-examined  tliis  subject,  as  the  novel  principle  has  been  asserted,  and 
attempted  to  be  sustained  by  argiiiiunt  in  the  professional  opinions  submitted  to  the  House  at  the  last 
session,  that  the  officers  and  men  'if  llic  Intrepid  are  entitled,  under  the  prize  act,  to  receive  from  the 
government  the  full  value  of  the  Pliiladi'lpliia,  as  a  vested  right  in  them  as  her  captors.  In  the  report 
(accompanying  the  bill)  presented  to  tiio  House  on  the  21st  day  of  January,  1826,  the  committee  distinctly 
disavowed  the  doctrine  on  which  that  claim  seemed  to  be  founded.  As  the  principles  assumed  in  support 
of  their  right  to  remuneration,  in  the  character  of  captors,  for  the  value  of  that  ship,  involve  the  interests 
of  the  navy  as  well  as  the  government,  the  committee  deem  it  to  be  their  duty  to  both  to  express  to  the 
House  their  opinion  more  at  large  on  the  question  of  prize  property,  as  between  the  captors  in  the  public 
ships  and  their  own  government. 

If  this  was  a  national  question  between  the  Government  of  the  United  States  and  a  foreign  power 
or  its  subjects,  belligerent  or  neutral,  to  be  settled  by  the  public  law,  which  has  established  the  rules  for 
determining  the  transfer  of  property  in  prize  from  one  belligerent  to  another,  the  principles  which  must 
govern  the  decision  of  such  a  case  have  been  correctly  stated  and  well  illustrated  in  the  legal  opinions 
offered  by  the  memorialists.  The  captor,  either  in  a  public  or  private  armed  vessel,  who  seizes  under  the 
authority  of  the  government  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  prize  into  port  for  adjudication,  is  deemed, 
in  relation  to  others,  to  have  such  a  power  over  the  captured  property,  that  he  may  be  received  in 
maritime  tribunals  to  represent  and  sustain  the  belligerent  right  of  tlic  suvcrcign  power  under  whose 
commission  he  acts.  His  inchoate  interest  in  the  prize  is  also  recognizcil,  fm-  many  purposes,  even  before 
adjudication;  and,  as  between  one  of  two  belligerent  powers  and  a  third  parly,  it  may  be  conceded  that 
the  right  of  property  and  possession  is  perfect,  upon  capture  of  an  enemy's  ship,  previous  to  condemna- 
tion in  a  prize  court.  The  decision  of  the  board  of  commissioners,  under  the  Florida  treaty,  that  the 
American  captors  of  British  vessels  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  whose  prizes  had  heen  seized 
or  despoiled  in  Spanish  ports,  were  entitled  to  demand  indemnity  from  Spain,  rests  on  these  principles. 
The  cases  of  the  Mary  Ford  and  L'ln vincible,  decided  in  the  Supreme  Court  >  if  the  United  States,  confirm  the 
same  doctrines,  and  the  opinion  of  the  tribunal,  in  the  case  of  Josephu  S-ijn luli,  is  also  supported  by 
well  established  principles:  that,  in  a  case  of  capture,  where  the  prize  ship  was  Inought  by  the  belligerent 
party  into  a  port  of  the  United  States,  or  within  its  jurisdiction,  a  forfeiture  might  be  incurred  for  a  vio- 
lation of  the  revenue  or  navigation  laws  of  the  country.  But,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  these 
principles,  which  have  been  so  gravely  pressed  into  the  question,  have  no  relation,  analogy  or  applica- 
bility to  the  distribution  of  the  "pi'oceeds"  of  prize  property,  under  the  prize  act,  as  between  the  captors 
and  their  own  government.  It  is  not  a  question  to  be  solved  by  the  law  of  nations,  but  depends  on  the 
construction  of  an  act  of  Congress,  and  the  ascertainment,  by  its  reasonable  and  fair  interpretation,  of 
the  nature  of  the  interest  in  prize  property,  or  its  proceeds,  which  has  been  granted  by  the  government 
to  the  captors,  conducting  its  naval  force  under  its  own  authority  and  instructions  as  the  sovereign  power. 

It  has  been  very  justly  said  in  one  of  these  opinions,  that  "  the  specific  property  in  the  prize  itself,  was 
not  in  the  contemplation  of  Congress;"  and  in  the  other,  that  "  by  the  law  of  nations,  and  independently 
of  any  statutory  provision,  all  captures  enure  to  the  exclusive  benefit  of  the  government."  Tliey  are  of 
the  nature  of  reprisals — acquisitions  of  war,  and  accrue  to  the  sovereign  power  by  whose  authority 
they  are  made,  and  subject  to  its  absolute  disposal.     This  power  over  these  acquisitions  is  held  by  all 
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governments  for  great  public  and  political  purposes,  and  to  be  exercised  as  it  shall  deem  most 
conducive  to  the  national  interests.  In  granting  to  others  any  interest  whatever,  to  be  derived 
directly  or  remotely  from  them,  it  annexes  to  tlie  gratuity  such  qualifications  as  it  deems  expedient, 
and  any  such  interest  accrues  to  captors  or  others,  at  such  times,  and  on  such  conditions  and  con- 
tingencies only,  as  the  government  shall  prescribe  at  its  own  pleasure.  Seizures,  by  captors  in  the 
public  ships  particularly,  are  made  on  behalf  and  as  acquisitions  to  the  government.  In  the  exer- 
cise of  its  unlimited  discretion,  and  guided  by  an  enlightened  policy,  it  has  granted  to  the  officers  and  men 
of  the  navy  a  contingent  interest,  which  may  vest  and  be  perfected  in  them,  as  the  government  may  or 
may  not,  in  the  exercise  of  its  absolute  control  as  the  sovereign  power  over  prize  property,  proceed  to 
condemnation.  The  right  of  the  captors  rests  altogether  on  the  prize  act,  and  is  not  to  be  extended,  by 
artificial  implications  not  justified  by  its  reason  and  policy,  to  the  support  of  doctrines  which  might  prove 
to  be  highly  mischievous  in  practice  to  the  national  interests,  and  often  embarrassing  and  oppressive  to 
the  government  itself  The  act  declares  (U.  S.  Laws,  vol.  3,  page  360,  section  5,)  that  "the  proceeds  of 
all  ships  and  vessels,  and  the  goods  taken  on  board  of  them,  which  "shall  be  adjudged  good  prize,  shall,  when 
of  equal  or  superior  force  to  the  vessel  or  vessels  making  the  capture,  be  the  sole  property  of  the  captors, 
and  when  of  inferior  force  shall  be  divided  equally  between  the  United  States  and  the  officers  and  men 
making  the  capture."  Independent  of  this  grant  there  is  no  well-founded  pretence  that  any  others  than 
the  government  have  any  interest  in  prize  property;  or,  if  it  be  asserted  tliat  llieyhave,  from  whence  have 
they  derived  it?  In  conferring  on  the  navy  this  iiitei-est,  as  tlie  re\v:ir<l  nf  valor  and  enterprise,  which 
admits  them  to  accede  to  the  whole  or  to  share  and  ]iai-(ici[iale  trilli  /he  tjnrrnnncnt  itself  in  the  2^'>'oceeds, 
only  after  condemnation,  it  has  never  intended  to  di\est  ilseir  of  that  essential  attribute  of  sovereignty 
which  secures  its  own  exclusive  control  over  prize  1)1()|m  riy,  and  its  disposition  as  the  great  interests  of 
the  nation  may  require.  It  has  therefore  qualified  tins  exjieitaiit  interest,  arising  from  mere  seizure 
under  its  instructions,  and  cautiously  confined  the  gratuity  to  the  proceeds  after  condemnation.  The  per- 
vading error  of  the  argument  which  has  been  ofi'ered  by  the  counsel  consists  in  the  assumption  that,  either 
by  the  public  law  or  the  construction  of  this  act,  the  mere  seizure  not  only  confers  but  perfects  in  the 
captors  an  indefeasible  right,  to  which  the  national  interests  are  altogether  subordinate  and  subservient. 
It  is  said  that  "it  was  never  imagined  that  when  the  Congress  superadded  the  solemnity  of  condemnation 
as  one  of  the  requisites  to  the  full  and  ^e;/fc<  enjoyment  of  tho  f-uits  of  prize,  it  was  intended  to  make  it 
the  preliminary  requisite  to  the  investiture  of  the  right  of  property.  By  the  terms  of  the  act  it  is  made 
necessary  for  the  purpose  only  of  authorizing  the  disposal  of  the  prize  and  the  distribidion  of  the  prize 
money.  The  specific  property  in  the  prize  itself  was  in  the  contemplation  of  the  legislature;  they  speak 
only  of  the  proceeds  and  the  distribution  of  the  prize  money  resulting  from  the  disposal  of  the  prize  after 
condemnation;  it  is  for  this  only  that  the  captors  are  to  await  the  process  of  regular  adjudication."  This 
course  of  reasoning  asserts,  in  terms  too  unequivocal  to  be  misunderstood,  that  the  right  of  the  captors 
attaches  to  them  as  individuals,  on  the  seizure,  and  that  the  only  operation  of  condemnation  and  the  prize 
act  is  to  come  in  aid  of  their  vested  interest  for  the  mere  purpose  of  distribution  among  them;  that  the 
solemnity  of  adjudication  is  rather  ceremonial,  to  guard  against  irregularities  and  abuse  on  matters  of 
prize,  than  a  preliminary  requisite  to  the  investiture  of  tJmr  right  in  the  property  itself.  If,  however,  it  is 
not  exclusively  by  the  grant  of  the  prize  act  itself  that  any  interest  whatever  is  conferred,  the  committee 
are  not  aware  upon  what  dicta,  asserted  in  any  system  of  law,  public  or  municipal,  they  can  support  any 
personal  right  at  all  in  prize  property.  The  prize  act  has  not,  indeed,  any  reference  to  their  "  specific 
property  in  the  prize  itself,"  because  it  neither  assumes  or  admits  its  existence.  The  argument  is  only 
justly  applicable  to  the  belligerent  rights  of  the  government  as  a  sovereign  power,  and  it  is  true  that  by 
the  enactment  of  the  prize  act  "  it  never  entered  into  the  conception  of  Congress  to  make  any  change  in 
the  rule  or  public  law  by  which  the  transfer  of  the  property  of  prize  from  one  belligerent  to  the  other  had 
been  determined ;"  but  wlien  it  is  immediately  added  that  ' '  to  have  placed  the  rights  of  the  officers  and  m.en 
of  our  own  navy  upon  a  footing  of  equality  with  those  of  other  nations  would  have  been  not  more  injurious 
to  the  individuals  than  a  disparagement  of  the  belligerent  rights  of  the  United  States  as  a  sovereign 
power,"  the  argument  merely  protests  against  an  inference  drawn  from  its  own  error,  and  confounds  the 
sovereign  right  of  the  government  over  prize  property  with  the  contingent  interest  which  it  has  granted 
to  the  captors.  If  the  principles  which  have  been  advanced  by  the  counsel  could  be  successfully  main- 
tained, the  character  of  the  public  armed  ships,  built,  equipped  and  provided  from  the  public  treasury, 
would  be  converted  from  some  of  their  most  important  practical  purposes  of  war  into  mere  instruments 
of  reprisal,  for  the  private  benefit  of  those  who,  in  the  regular  discharge  of  duty,  were  appointed  to  con- 
duct or  employed  to  navigate  them.  Any  disposition  or  release  whatever  of  the  acquisitions  of  war,  even 
by  treaty  before  actual  condemnation,  would  create  a  just  claim  on  the  government,  which  is  said  to  be 
for  "indemnity,  like  that  oi  insured  upon  wiswrer,  in  which  it  is  utterly  immate7-ial  whether  the  property  he 
qualified  and  require  some  ulterior  process  for  its  consummation,  or  be  consummate  to  every  practical 
purpose  of  perfect  fruition." 

The  practice  of  the  government  has  not  conformed  to  these  new  doctrines.  The  acts  of  June  25,  1798, 
and  July  9,  1198,  for  the  protection  of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  against  French  depredations,  and 
authorizing  the  capture  of  French  armed  vessels  and  their  goods  and  effiscts,  conferred,  in  express  terms, 
an  interest  in  the  captors  quite  as  indefeasible  as  that  granted  by  the  existing  prize  act  of  the  23d  of 
April,  1800.  The  first  prize  act,  of  March  2d,  1799,  relating  to  seizures  by  the  public  ships,  was  not  less 
explicit;  and  yet,  by  the  treaty  with  France,  of  the  30th  day  of  September,  1800,  and  ratified  on  the  3d 
day  of  February,  1801,  it  was  unconditionally  stipulated  not  only  that  all  captured  public  ships  (which, 
by  the  prize  act  of  1799,  belonged  exclusively  to  the  government,)  but  that  all  property  then  taken,  and 
NOT  DEFINITELY  CONDEMNED,  Or  whicli  might  be  captured  before  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications,  should 
be  restored.  The  prize  act  of  the  23d  of  April,  1800,  had  of  course  been  in  forpe  for  some  time 
before  the  ratification  of  the  treaty.  In  exercising  this  undoubted  prerogative  of  sovereignty,  it  was 
not  deemed  necessary  to  consult  the  interests  of  captors,  nor  did  the  government  provide  them  an. 
indemnity.  It  is  true  that  the  United  States  incurred  a  responsibility  to  France,  (which  was  afterwards 
discharged  by  a  large  pecuniai-y  compensation, )  chiefly  in  consequence  of  condemnations,  made  after  the 
date  of  the  treaty,  of  property  which  they  had  absolutely  stipulated  to  pay  for,  if  not  restored.  In  the 
various  laws  authorizing  the  issuing  of  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  there  has  been  some  occasional 
though  not  essential  variation  of  mere  phraseology;  but  the  act  relating  to  the  Tripolitan  war,  and 
.authorizing  tlie  issuing  of.  commissions  to  private  armed  vessels,  (being  the  first  act  of  that  kind  passed 
after  the  French  treaty  and  the  accession  of  Mr.  Jefierson  to  the  presidency,)  is  remarkable  for  its 
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accurate  expression  of  the  true  doctrine  on  this  subj.-'ct.  The  1st  section  (Laws  U.  S.,  vol.  3,  paa'c  448,) 
declares  that  "any  Tripolitan  vessel,  goods,  or  ciVi  n.s,  r„/,fured  and  brought  into  j)ort  by  any^private 
armed  vessel  of  the  United  States,  duly  commissiM'icl,  miy  he  adjudged  good  prize,  and  thereupon  shall 
OMcrue  to  the  owners,  officers  and  men  of  the  caiiiiu  ii„-  \i'-.^(.'l,"  &c. 

The  riglit  of  captors  is  of  the  nature  of  that  acquired,  under  various  statutes,  by  the  officers  of  the 
customs  on  the  seizure  of  property  for  violation  of  the  revenue  laws,  and  the  power  which  the  govern- 
ment has  vested  in  the  Treasury  Department  for  the  remission  of  these  forfeitures  is  analogous  to  that 
which  the  government  itself  holds  by  the  public  law  over  prize  property.  This  power  of  remission  has 
lint  (iidy  been  properly  exercised  by  the  Treasury  Department,  after  condemnation,  but  the  government 
has  diioctly  interposed  its  power  in  other  cases,  after  seizure  and  prosecution,  and  released  from  forfeiture, 
by  express  legislative  enactment,  property  to  a  vast  amount,  without  regard  to  any  indemnity  to  the 
seizing  officers. 

It  seems  to  have  been  considered,  in  the  opinions  laid  before  the  House,  that  when  the  prize  vessel 
is  of  equal  or  superior  force,  there  exists,  by  force  of  the  prize  act,  a  peculiarly  exclusive  personal  rio-ht 
to  the  property  itself,  not  subject  to  the  control  of  the  government,  which  in  that  case  takes  no  share  of 
the  proceeds.  The  nature  of  these  interests,  however,  is  the  same.  In  the  one  case  the  ivhole  proceeds 
are  granted  only  in  opposition  to  the  proportional  or  partial  share  allowed  in  the  other.  In  both,  it  is 
granted  in  the  proceeds  only;  and  it  is  because  it  is  no  more  in  either  than  a  grant  from  the  government, 
that  it  retains  to  itself  a  share  of  the  avails  without  injustice  to  others.  The  property  in  the  prize  itself 
is  solely  in  the  government,  and  it  therefore  assumes  the  disposal  of  its  proceeds. 

If  the  committee  have  not  mistaken  the  fair  and  reasonable  interpretation  of  the  prize  act,  it  is 
scarcely  more  than  supererogation  to  say  that  it  confers  no  claim  to  roiininoraf  imi  from  the  government 
for  the  destruction  of  the  Philadelphia.  The  enterprise  was  undertakiai  m  ii!i  the  sole  view  to  her 
destruction.  The  officers  voluntarily  offered  their  services  to  effect  that  siicciiic  tiKjcct,  and  acted  under 
orders  for  that  express  purpose.  These  orders  were  to  enter  the  harbor  in  the  night,  "hoard  the 
Philadelphia^^  and  "burn  her."  She  was  accordingly  "boarded,  and  after  a  short  contest  carried.''^  and 
"  immediately  fired."  The  expedition  can  hardly  be  said  to  have  been  undertaken  with  a  view  to  capture, 
in  the  proper  sense  of  the  term,  although  it  was  contemplated  that  in  effecting  the  destruction  of  the 
ship,  the  party  would  obtain  possession  of  her.  This  possession  was  merely  incidental  to  the  chief 
object,  and  no  reasonable  or  plausible  construction  of  the  prize  act  can  extend  it  to  such  a  case.  The 
"case"  on  which  one  of  the  counsel  has  given  an  opinion  is  thus  stated:  "An  American  man-of-war 
having  succeeded  in  effecting  the  capture  of  an  enemy's  vessel  of  superior  force ;  havin'j,-  entirely 
dispossessed  the  enemy  and  obtained  undisputed  possession,  m  obedience  to  ]ii'rri,i/,/nri/  i.i;'rrs  ,\rstvoys 

the  prize  without  bringing  her  into  port,  and  before  obtaining  a  decree  of  condrinnnl mn  in  :i  jiri:r-  mmi 

have  such  captors  any  legal  claim  to  the  value  of  the  captured  property  as  against  tlie  United  States?" 
If  to  this  statement  it  had  been  added  that  the  capture  was  made  without  any  intention  to  bring  the  vessel 
into  port,  or  to  obtain  any  decree  of  condemnation,  and  by  a  party  who  volunteered  their  services  to' 
destroy  her  only,  the  claim  supposed  to  arise  out  of  the  destruction  of  the  Philadelphia  would  have  been 
more  fully  and  accurately  stated.  If,  in  the  judgment  of  Commodore  Preble,  the  interests  of  the  service 
required  this  enterprise  to  be  undertaken  for  her  destruction,  it  was  his  duty  to  issue  these  orders.  The 
prize  act  is  not  to  be  construed  in  reference  to  speculations  on  the  probabilities  only  of  any  result  which 
might  have  taken  place  had  the  orders  not  been  strictly  obeyed.  If,  on  mere  capture,  the  right  to  the 
prize  property  or  any  share  of  it,  indefeasibly  vests  in  the  captors,  it  might  vest  in  them  by  force  of  the 
prize  act,  not  only  collectively  but  individually.  Yet  it  was  not  supposed  when  the  rewards  were 
conferred  in  the  cases  of  the  Guerriere  and  Java,  destroyed  after  capture  by  order  of  the  commanding- 
officers  of  the  capturing  ships,  that  the  claim  of  the  officers  and  men  under  their  command  on  the  justice 
of  Congress  was  of  the  nature  of  a  legal  right  secured  by  the  prize  act.  It  would  be  highlv  injurious 
to  the  interests  of  the  country  in  time  of  war  to  admit  that  "in  every  case  in  which  the  cajptors  have 
been  prevented  by  the  act  (even)  of  the  government,  or  its  lawfully  authorized  agents,  from  proceeding 
to  adjudication,  the  fair  and  just  interpretation  of  the  statute  entitles  them  to  remuneration."  In  answer 
to  such  a  suggestion,  the  committee  respectfully  refer  the  House  to,  the  report  on  the  claim  of  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  brig  Argns,  for  remuneration  for  vessBts" "and "property  destroyed  on  the  cruise  of  that 
vessel  under  pio^iUrr  ln^lrnrHons  from  the  government.  If  against  a  powerful'  enemy  on  the  ocean,  the 
policy  or  necessitiis  .if  the  imintry  require  the  destruction  of  prizes,  it  is  unquestionably  the  right  and 
duty  of  the  goveniiuent  to  qualify  its  instructions  to  the  navy  for  that  end.  Its  authority  is  supreme  in 
adapting  its  naval  power  to  the  exigencies  of  the  country,  either  for  purposes  of  its  own  defence  or  the 
destruction  of  the  power  and  means  of  its  enemy.  The  prize  act  has  not  so  embarrassed  the  exercise  of 
this  authority  as  to  bind  the  government,  to  compensation  to  its  navy,  if,  in  the  execution  of  an  enterprise 
under  its  own  peremptory  orders  for  the  destruction  of  an  enemy's  fleet,  an  intermediate  temporary 
possession  of  any  of  his  ships  should  be  acquired  during  the  conflict.  The  practical  operation  of  such  a 
violent  construction  of  the  act  might  so  seriously  exhaust  the  resources  of  the  government  as  to  render 
success  itself  more  ruinous  than  defeat. 

The  committee  have  more  fully  offered  their  views  on  the  subject  of  this  claim,  that  no  misconception 
or  erroneous  impressions  as  to  the  rights  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  navy  may  be  drawn  from  their 
recommendation  of  the  bill  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  House.  The  history  of  the  legislation 
of  Congress  has,  however,  shown  that  the  g-overnment  has  not  evinced  an  indisposition  to  recoo-nize  the 
claims  which  their  patriotic  and  disinterested  sacrifices  have  often  imposed  on  its  justice  and  generosity;. 
and  the  navy  will  feel  an  assurance,  in  those  acknowledgments  of  the  deep  sense  which  it  cherishes  of 
their  devotion  to  the  interests  and  honor  of  their  country,  that  the  government  will  not  fail,  under  any 
circumstances,  to  respect  its  honorary  obligations  to  them. 

The  destruction  of  the  Philadelphia,  as  an  exploit  of  distinguished  rank  among  the  daring  achieve- 
ments of  the  navy,  presents  a  powerful  appeal  to  the  national  gratitude  and  honor.  The  reward  proposed 
by  the  bill  is  not  only  recommended  by  an  enlightened  policy,  but  will  be  the  more  grateful  to  the  feel- 
ings of  the  House,  as  it  is  chiefly  dispensed  to  those  who  are  entitled  hj  their  bereavements  to  the 
kindest  regard  and  protection  of  the  country. 

Though  it  is  clearly  within  the  discretion  of  the  House  to  distribute  the  sum  granted  in  any  indi- 
vidual proportions  which  it  may  deem  expedient,  yet  the  committee  do  not  recommend  a  distribution 
which  would  deprive  any  class  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  full  amount  which  would  fall  to  its  share 
under  that  equitable  rule  of  apportionment  which  has  been  incorporated  into  the  prize  act.     They  have. 
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therefore,  declined  any  investigation  of  the  comparative  individual  merit  of  the  ofScers  and  men  of  the 
Intrepid  which  might  lead  to  such  a  result.  The  lapse  of  time  which  has  intervened  since  the  destruction 
of  the  Piiiladelphia,  and  the  decease  of  many  officers  entitled  to  participate  in  the  honor  acquired  by  that 
enterprise,  would  alone  induce  the  committee  to  forbear  an  inquiry  which  must  necessarily  be  imperfect; 
that  might,  therefore,  unintentionally  do  injustice  to  some,  and  which  rather  pertains,  at  this  late  period, 
to  the  liistory  of  the  navy  than  the  duties  of  the  committee. 

The  tables  marked  A  and  B  show  the  classification  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Intrepid,  and  the 
distribution  of  $100,000,  apportioned  among  them,  according  to  the  rule  adopted  by  the  prize  act. 

The  statement  C  shows  the  resiilt  of  a  distribution  of  that  sum  among  them  according  to  the  rule 
prescribed  in  the  bill,  as  it  now  stands.  The  bill,  as  recommitted,  directs  that  "  each  individual  shall  be 
entitled  to  and  receive  such  proportion  thereof  as  was  paid  to  each  individaid  of  the  same  grade,  cap- 
tors of  the  Guerriere,  Macedonian,  and  Java,  of  the  compensation  appropriated  to  them,  as  nearly  as 
may  be." 

The  committee  further  submit  to  the  House,  with  this  report,  a  statement  exhibiting  the  number 
of  individuals  in  each  class  who  shared  in  the  amount  allowed  to  the  captors  of  the  Java,  Macedonian, 
and  Guerriere,  respectively.  They  have  not  presented  the  various  results  of  distributions  according  to 
the  second  section  of  the  bill  deduced  from  calculations  made  from  all  these  cases  (which  vary  from 
each  other  in  some  degree,)  because  that  derived  from  either  of  them  fully  explains  the  operation  of  the 
rule  prescribed  in  the  bill.  The  statement  D  shows  the  proportion,  however,  which  would  fall  to  each 
class,  in  the  first  instance,  by  all  these  distributions,  and  from  which  the  ratio  is  to  be  deduced  for  a 
redistribution  of  the  surplus.  The  surplus  in  the  calculation  made  from  the  case  of  the  Java  is  very 
nearly  a  medium  between  that  from  the  Macedonian  and  Guerriere;  and  the  committee  have,  therefore, 
completed  a  distribution  in  the  ratio  to  each  individual  in  that  case,  which  is  presented  in  the  statement 
C.  By  the  adoption  of  this  artificial  rule,  the  three  first  classes  would  gain,  in  comparison  with  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  prize  act,  more  than  $32,500,  and  of  this  sum  $26,517  goes  to  increase  the  share  of  the 
first  class  to  more  than  $41,000.  The  three  remaining  classes  will  lose  the  same  amount,  of  which  nearly 
$25,000  must  be  taken  from  the  seamen  and  marines  only,  or  their  representatives.  The  brilliant  success 
of  the  enterprise,  conducted  by  its  skillful  and  fearless  leader,  evinces  that  in  the  conflict  which  secured 
the  destruction  of  the  frigate,  every  class  of  the  officers  and  men,  inspired  by  his  example,  must  have 
been  distinguished  as  well  by  coolness  and  intrepidity  as  their  devotion  to  the  service  of  their  country, 
the  honor  of  their  commander  and  the  glory  of  the  navy. 

The  committee  recommend  that  the  distribution  of  the  grant  be  made  among  the  officers  and  men  of 
the  Intrepid,  or  their  representatives,  according  to  the  rule  of  the  prize  act,  including  a  share  to  the 
representatives  of  Captain  Edward  Preble,  under  whose  orders  and  on  whose  responsibility,  as  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  squadron,  the  enterprise  was  undertaken.  Adverse  circumstances,  beyond  the 
control  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Syren,  deprived  that  vessel  of  the  opportunity  which  he  sought  of 
sharing  in  the  immediate  danger  and  honor  of  the  contest. 

If  the  committee  are  mistaken  in  their  constructiou  of  the  prize  act,  and  the  House  should  adopt 
the  opinion  of  the  counsel  for  the  memorialists,  that  the  right  to  the  value  of  the  Philadelphia  became 
vested  in  the  captors,  this  right  must  have  attached  to  them  as  individuals  in  their  respective  propor- 
tions established  by  the  act,  and  the  principle  adopted  in  the  second  section  of  the  bill  would  work  a 
violation  of  the  vested  rights  of  all  those  whose  shares  fall  into  the  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  classes.  If 
resort  is  to  be  had  to  the  prize  act  to  establish  the  claim  as  a  matter  of  right,  the  House  would  be  bound 
specifically  to  carry  its  distributions  into  effect. 

The  committee  believing,  however,  that  they  have  not  erred  in  considering  the  simi  allowed  as  an 
honorary  gratuity,  and  that  it  is  not  expedient  to  adopt  any  rule  of  distribution  which  deprives  any  class 
of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Intrepid  of  its  share  according  to  the  rule  of  the  prize  act,  have  directed 
their  chairman  to  present  to  the  House,  for  its  adoption,  the  accompanying  amendments  to  the  bill,  which 
conform  it  to  the  principles  contained  in  this  report. 


A. 

Classification  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Intrepid,  under  the  prize  act,  for  distribution. 

First  class. — Stephen  Decatur,  commander.     1. 

Second  class. — James  Lawrence,  Joseph  Bainbridge,  Jonathan  Thorn,  lieutenants.     3. 

Third  class. — Lewis  Heermann,  surgeon;  Ralph  Izard,  master's  mate;  William  Wiley,  boatswain; 
William  Hook,  gunner;  Edward  Keller,  master's  mate.     5. 

Fourth  class. — Thomas  McDonough,  Charles  Morris,  John  Davis,  John  Rowe,  Alexander  Lawes, 
Thomas  0.  Anderson,  midshipmen;  James  Metcalf,  Nicholas  Brown,  boatswain's  mates;  Joseph  Boyd, 
ship's  steward.     9. 

Fifth  class. — George  Crawford,  George  Brown,  John  Newman,  Paul  Frazier,  quartermasters;  Solo- 
mon Wren,  sergeant  til arines;  Duncan  Mansfield,  corporal  marines;  S.  Catelino,  pilot;  Samuel  Endicote, 
James  Wilson,  John  Ford,  Richard  Doyle,  quartergunners.     11. 

Sixth  class. — Forty-two  seamen  and  marines.     42. 


1827.] 


CLAIM    TO    PRIZE    MONEY. 


29 


Distribution  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  among  the  office 

prize  act. 


and  crew  of  the  Intrepid,  according  to  the 


Classes. 

Persons  in 
each  class. 

Amount  to  each. 

Whole  class. 

Twentieths. 

First  

1 
3 
5 
9 
11 
42 

$15,000  00 
3,333  331 
2,000  00 
1,944  44| 
1,136  36t-\ 
833  331 

$15,000 
10,000 
10,000 
1 7 , 500 
12,500 
35,000 

3 

2 

Third 

2 

Fourth        .            

3  J 

Fifth                                    

2? 

Sixth  

7 

$100,000 

20 

XoTE. — The  commanding  officer  of  the  squadron,  Captain  Preble,  takes  one-twentieth,  being- 
tliird  of  the  amount  of  the  first  class — $5,000. 


DistribiUion  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  among  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Intrepid,  allowing  to  each  the 
same  proportionate  share  which  icas  allowed  to  each  <f  the  like  class  of  the  sum  granted  for  the  cajHwe  of 
the  Java,  by  the  frigate  Constitution,  as  now  prescribed  in  the  bill. 

The  Constitution  had,  in  the  respective  classes,  the  following  numbers,  wh 
proportions  (taking  $100,000  as  the  sum  to  be  distributed),  viz: 


Class  1.  One  commander  who  would  receive  $15,000 

Class  2.  Six  officers  who  would  receive,  each  $l,666.66f 

Class  3.  Eleven  officers  who  would  receive,  each  $609. 09^;^ 

Class  4.  Thirty-four  persons  who  would  receive,  each •$514. 70 Jy 

Class  5.  Forty  persons  who  would  receive,  each  $312.50 

Class  6.  Three  hundred  and  ninety-three  persons  who  would  receive,  each  $89. 00/^ 


ved  the 

following 

ole  class. 

Twentieths. 

$15,000 

10,000 
10,000 
17,500 
12,500 
35,000 

3 
2 
2 

H 

2i 

7 

The  Intrepid  had,  in 

Class  1.  One  commander  (at  the  above  ratio)  receives  $15,000 

Class  2.  Three  officers  (at  the  above  ratio)  receive,  each  $l,666.66f  . . . 

Class  3.  Five  officers  (at  the  above  ratio)  receive,  each  $909.09^ij- 

Class  4.  Nine  persons  (at  the  above  ratio)  receive,  each  $51i.*l0-^\- 

Class  5.  Eleven  persons  (at  the  above  ratio)  receive,  each  $322.50 

Class  6.  Forty-two  persons  (at  the  above  ratio)  receive,  each  $89.00^^^. 

Leaving  for  further  distrilnition 


Whole  class. 

$15,000  00 

5,000  00 

4,545  45 

4,632  35 

3,437  .^0 

3,740  46 

$36,355  76 

63,644  24 


Or  $175y^-f^  on  $36,355.76,  which  per  centum,  added  to  each  share  above,  completes  the 
according  to  the  principle  of  the  bill  of  the  last  session. 

The  shares  filled  out  by  this  addition  present  the  following  result: 

Amount  to  each. 

Number  of  persons,  1st  class,     1 $41 ,  258  85^ 

Number  of  persons,  2d  class,    3 4,584  31f 

Number  of  persons,  3d  class,     5 2 ,  500  53^ 

Number  of  persons,  4th  class,     9 1,415  73f 

Number  of  persons,  5th  class,  11 859  55|f 

Number  of  persons,  6th  class,  42 244  96f 

Fractions 


Whole  class. 

$41,258  85 

13,752  95 

12,502  66 

12,741  59 

9,455  15 

10,288  47 

$99,999>  67 
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Comparison  of  loss  and 

gain  of  each 

person  and  dans 

between  this  distribution  and  the  x>rize  act. 

Classes. 

No.  of  per- 
sons. 

Am't  by  prize 
act. 

Ain't  by  the 
bill. 

Gains,  each. 

Whole  class 
gains. 

Fiist            

1 
3 
5 

9 
11 

42 

$15,000  00 
3,333  33 
2,000  00 

1,944  44 

1,136  36 

333  33 

$41,258  85 
4,584  31 
2,500  53 

1,415  73 
859  55 
244  96 

$26,258  85 

1,250  98 

500  53 

Loses,  each. 

528  n 
276  81 
588  37 

$26,258  85 

3,752  95 

Third                   

2,502  06 

Whole  class  loses. 
4,758    41 

Fifth    

3,044  85 

24,711  53 

Tlie  number  of  j^ersonn  in  each  class  entitled  to  share  in  the  sums  allowed,  respectively,  for  the  capture  of  the 
Guerriere,  Macedonian  and  Java,  is  as  follows: 

■  Constitution— (Guerriere),  1st  class,  1;  2d  class,  7;  3d  class,  9;  4th  class,  29;  5th  class,  36;  6th 
class   890 

Constitution— (Java),  1st  class,  1 ;  2d  class,  6;  3d  class,  11 ;  4th  class,  34;  5th  class,  40;  6th  class,  393. 

United  States— (Macedonian),  1st  class,  1;  2d  class,  7;  3d  class,  12;  4th  class,  31;  5th  class,  48;  6th 
class,  881. 


I  these  cases,  respectively 


Tlie  amount  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  on  the  ratio  between  each  persoi 
is  as  folloivs: 

Guerriere,  first  distribution,  $37,860.72;  leaving  for  further  distribution $62,139  28 

Java,  first  distribution,  $36,355.76;  leaving  for  further  distribution 63,644  24 

Macedonian,  first  distribution,  $35,255.58;   leaving  for  further  distribution 64,744  42 


Distribution  according  to  the  ratio  to  each  individual,  in  the  cases  of  the  Guerriere  and  llacedonian. 

GUERRIERE    $100,000. 

The  Constitution  had,  in — 

Whole  c 

Class  1.  One  commander  who  would  receive   $15,000.00 $15,000 

Class  2.  Seven  officers  who  would  receive,  each  $1,428.57 10,000 

Class  3.  Nine  officers  who  would  receive,  each  $1,111.11 10,000 

Class  4.  Twenty-nine  persons  who  would  receive,  each  $603.44 17,500 

Class  5.  Thirty-six  persons  who  would  receive,  each  $347.22 12,500 

Class  6.  Three  hundred  and  ninety  persons  who  would  receive,  each  $89.74 35,000 


The  Intrepid  had,  in — 

Class  1.  One  commander  who  would  receive  $15,000.00 

Class  2.  Three  officers  who  would  receive,  each  $1,423.57. . . . 

Class  3.  Five  officers  who  would  receive,  each  $1,111.11 

Class  4.  Nine  persons  who  would  receive,  each  $603.44 

Class  5.  Eleven  persons  who  would  receive,  each  $347.23  . . 
Class  6.  Forty-two  persons  who  would  receive,  each  $89.74. 

Leaving  for  further  distribution 


The  United  States  had,  in- 
Class  1.  One  person  who  would  receive  $15,000.00. , 

Class  2.  Seven  persons  wdio  would  receive,  each  $1,428.57 

Class  3.  Twelve  persons  who  would  receive,  each  $833.33 

Class  4.  Thirty-one  persons  who  would  i-eceive,  each  $564^51 , 

Class  5.  Forty-eight  persons  who  would  receive,  each  $260.41 

Class  6.  Three  hundred  and  eighty-one  persons  who  would  receive,  each  $91.86. . 
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The  Intrepid  had,  in- 
Class  1.  One  person  who  would  receive  $15,000.00 

Class  2.  Three  persons  who  would  receive,  each  $1,428.57. . 
Class  3.  Five  persons  who  would  receive,  each  $833.33 .... 
Class  4.  Nine  persons  who  would  receive,  each  $564.51. . . . 
Class  5.  Eleven  persons  who  would  receive,  each  $260.41. . . 
Class  6.  Forty-two  persons  who  would  receive,  each  $91.86. 

Lcavino-  for  further  distribution 


Whole  class. 

$15,000 

00 

4,2S5 

11 

4,166 

65 

5,080 

5<> 

2,864 

51 

3,858 

12 

$35,255 

58 

64,744 

42 

Amounts  allowed  by  acts  of  Congress  in  cases  of  captures,  <&c. 


Vessels  capturing.         Vessels  ca])tured. 


How  distributed. 


Vol.  iv,  p.  522 
Vol.  iv,  p.  522  , 
Vol.  iv,  p.  522 
Vol.  iv,  p.  543  , 
Vol.  iv,  p.  543  , 
Vol.  iv,  p.  693 

Vol.  iv,  p.  835  , 

Vol.  vi,  p.  n  . 
Vol.  vi,  p.  77  . . 

Vol.  vi,  p.  86  .  . 

Vol.  vi,  p.  1 15  . 
Vol.  vi,  p.  118  . 


Vol.  vi,  p.  366  , 
Vol.  iii,  p.  590 
Vol.  iii,  p.  590 
Vol.  vii,  p.  40 . 


Constitution  . 
Constitution  . 

Wasp   

Hornet 


Guerriere.. .  . 
.Java 


Hornet. . . 
Wasp. . . . 


Squadron  

Land  and  naval  force 


Preble,  Stewart,  &c. 

John  Adams 

Philadelphia 

Two  gigs 

United  States 


Detroit 

Lake  Erie  vessels. 

To  Captain  Perry. 

Lake    Champlain 
vessels 

Penguin 

Avon  and  Peindeer, 
and  1  year's  pay 

Levant 

Cyane 

Algerine  vessels   . 

Barataria  vessels, 
to  be  paid  out  of 
fines  and  forfeit- 
ures   

Transfer  

Meshonda  

Mirboha 

Black  Snake  

Macedonian 


$50,000  00  destroyed  . 

50,000  00  destroyed  . 

25,000  00  recaptured 

25,000  00  destroyed  . 

12,000  00  

255,000  00  purchased  . 

5,000  00  purchased. 

310,000  00  purchased  . 

25,000  00  destroyed  . 

50,000  00  destroyed  . 

25,000  00  recaptured 

40,000  00  purchased  . 

100,000  00  restored    .  . 

50,000  00  captured 

from  pirates 


2,500  00  

8,594  50  restored    . 

5 ,  000  00  restored    . 

8,000  00  destroyed 

200,000  00  purchased 


As  prize  money. 
As  prize  money. 
As  prize  money. 
As  prize  money. 
As  prize  money. 
As  prize  money. 
As  prize  money. 

As  prize  money. 
As  prize  money. 

As  prize  money. 
As  prize  money. 


As  prize  money. 
As  prize  money. 
As  prize  money. 

As  prize  money. 


A  proposed  distribution  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Intrepid  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  % 
portion  to  each  of  the  share  of  each  in  a  vessel  which,  full  manned,  required  one  hundred  j^er 

The  classes  in  such  a  vessel  are  as  follows: 

Whole  class.    [ 

Class  1.  One  person  who  would  receive  $15,000.00 $15,000 

Class  2.  Three  persons  who  would  receive,  each  $3,333.33| 10,000 

Class  3.  Five  persons  who  would  receive,  each  $2,000.00 10,000 

Class  4.  Ten  persons  who  would  receive,  each  $1,750.00 17,500 

Class  5.  Fourteeen  persons  who  would  receive,  each  $892. 85| 12,500 

Class  6.  Sixty-seven  persons  who  would  receive,  each  $522. 38^?^ 35,000 

$100,000 


'n  the  pro- 
sons. 


On  thi( 


■atio  the 


EBccrs  and  men  of  the  Intrepid  \ 


each,  as  follows: 


Class  1.  One  person  who  would  receive  $15,000.00 

Class  2.  Three  persons  who  would  receive,  each  $3,333.33^ 

Class  3.  Five  persons  who  would  receive,  each  $2,000.00 

Class  4.  Nine  persons  who  would  receive,  each  $1,750.00 

Class  5.  Eleven  persons  who  would  receive,  each  $892.85  ^ , 

Class  6.  Forty-two  persons  who  would  receive,  each  $522.38^*-i. 

Leaving  for  further  distribution  (21ffl^-  per  cent.) , 


Whole  class. 

$15,000  00 

10,000  00 

10,000  00 

15,750  00 

9.821  42 

21,930  29 

$82,501   71 
17,498  29 
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The  shares  filled  out  by  this  addition  result  as  folio- 
Class  1.  One  person  at  $18,181.35 

Class  2.  Three  persons  at  $4,040.30 

Class  3.  Five  persons  at  $2,424.18 

Class  4.  Nine  persons  at  $2,121.15 

Class  5.  Eleven  persons  at  $1,082.22 

Class  6.  Forty-two  persons  at  $632.89 

Fractions 


Whole  class. 

$18,181  35 

12,120  90 

12,120  90 

19,090  41 

11,904  44 

26,581  49 

$99,999  49 


Loss  and  gain  of  each  by  this  distribution 

,  compared  with  the  prize  act. 

Classes. 

No.  of  per- 
sons. 

Amount  by  prize 
act. 

Amount  by  this 
distribution. 

Gains,  each. 

Whole  class 
gains. 

pirst                     

1 

3 
5 
9 

11 
42 

$15,000  00 
3,333  33 
2,000  00 
1,944  44 

1,136  36 
833  33 

$18,181  31 
4,040  30 
2,424   18 
2,121   15 

1,082  22 
632  89 

$3,181  35 
706  97 
424  18 
176  71 

Loses,  each. 
54    14 
200  44 

$3,181   35 

Second                   

2,120  90 

Third   

2,120  90 

Fourth  

1,590  41 

p^ifth     

Whole  class  loses. 
595  56 

Sixth            

8,418  51 

Remarks  upon  the  claim  of  Mrs.  Decatur,  as  representative  of  the  late  Commodore  Decatur,  in  behaf  of 
herself  and  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  ketch  Intrepid,  for  comp)ensation  in  the  nature  of  prize  money 
for  the  capture  of  the  Philadelphia,  in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli. 

That  the  captors  might,  if  not  peremptorily  enjoined  to  the  contrary  by  their  orders,  have  brought 
off  their  prize  and  reaped  the  pecuniary  reward  designed  them  by  the  law,  is  a  matter  of  the  highest 
probability,  and  approximates  certainty  as  near  as  any  unaccomplished  event  can  do.     They  found  her 
completely  equipped  and  fitted  for  sea,  and  prepared  for  action  even  to  the  loading  of  her  guns.     After 
all  the  time  spent  in  the  action,  in  preparations  to  execute  the  order  for  the  destruction  of  the  ship,  in 
the  eifectual  application  of  the  means  of  destruction,  according  to  the  details  of  the  order,  and  in  vi^aiting 
to  see  the  progress  and  effect  of  the  same,  and  to  repel  the  apprehended  attempts  of  the  enemy  to  retake 
the  ship  before  her  destruction  had  been  placed   beyond  doubt;  after  all  this   lapse  of  time  the  captors 
effected  their  retreat,  iu  their  own  vessel,  without  the  loss  of  a  man.     I  apprehend  that  the  means  and 
the  chances  of  escape  in  the  captured  frigate  were  incalculably  greater  and  more  certain,  if  the  captors 
had  been  at  libcrly  Id  ciil   licr  ca  -   -    -  ....  ...  ,    .         ,     .         „ 

obstacles  weri'  Id  l>c  apiirchcudcil 
the  prize — recapture  ami  iiiiiic(lii;i 
the  frigate  are  too  obvi(ius 
depth  of  water,  and  other  < 
speedy  as  that  of  the  ketcl 
conclusive.  The  advanta-- 
to  suppose  that  the  iutriusi 
encountered  in  the  ketcli,  ( 
more  than  have  cuni|ieiisat( 
the  scene  of  aclinn;  and,  i- 
enterprise,  even  tn  the  exli 
difBculty  and  less  than  acti 
the  panic  a 


1.1  1 


and  hoist  sail   the  instant    tliey  had   luastc.Ted    her  decks.     Two 

and  guarded  against,  whether  tliey  retreated  in  tiieir  own  vessel  or  in 

I'uts  of  navigation.     Against  the  lirst,  tiie  superier  means  of  defence  in 

iisisted  on;  and,  I  take  it  for  granted,  that  her  faculties  as  a  sailer,  the 

stances,  must  have  opened  her  a  way  to  the  sea  at  least  as  safe  and 

i)id.     But  the  lime  which  would  thus  have  been  gained  must  be  held 

ave  .n'iven  the  capters  is  iii.-alculal.le;    and  even  if  it  were  possible 

.■ahmIit  than  what  they 

d\aidai;-e  of   tilii(>    must 

t  a  great  distance  from 

i;  and,  leasoning  from  probabilities  and  circumstances  in  general,  he  inferred  that  the 

I  [\\v  extent  of  taking  and  destroying  the  frigate,  would  have  been  attended  with  more 

than  actually  occurred.     He  did  not  anticipate  the  consequences,  to  their  full  extent,  of 

ir  with  whicli  the  suddenness  of  the  attack  and  the  heroic  bearing  of  the  assailants  struck 

I. ably  anticipated  desperate  resistance,  and  a  serious  sacrifice  of  life.     Il;  was  obviously 

,  at  that  distance,  to  judge  of  the  actual  state  and  condition  of  the  frigate,  or  of  the 


^vhnllv 

■eble  1 


/dities  for 


the 
impossil 

existin.t;- 

had  nu  pnssil.le  means  ef  as<-ertainin-;  su^ 
her;  the  state  of  her  e.iuipinent  inr  defence 
by  so  well  planned  and  daring  an  enteipris 
the  operations  then  going  on  against  Tri]tiil 
tion  of  so  much  of  his  positive  force.  'V\nt 
circumstances  then  known  to  him,  would  h 
enterprise  to  the  point  of  still  more  signal 


off,  which  must  have  dependi-d  on  contingencies  which  he 
as  the  losses  to  be  sustaineil  hy  thi'  assailants  in  carrying 
ir  for  sailing;  of  the  wind,  weather,  &c.  Her  destruction, 
was  deservedly  considered  as  ei'  the  utmost  importance  to 
as  well  from  its  moral  ellect  uiien  the  enemy  as  the  abstrac- 
:r(Mt  object  the  commoilore  c.nududed,  from  the  facts  and 
•e  been  put  in  too  much  iia/.ard  hy  an  attempt  to  push  the 
d  glorious  success  by  bringing  off  tlie  prize  in  the  face  of 
the  enemy.  But  'it  turned  out,  in  the  event,  that  thi»would  have  been  iar  the  safer  and  easier  achieve- 
ment. It  is  understood,  indeed,  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  most  experienced  and  skillful  naval  commanders, 
that  if  Commodore  Preble  had  conducted  the  enterprise  in  person,  he  would,  upon  the  spot,  and  with  a 
full  view  of  all  the  circumstances,  have  changed  his  plan  and  brought  off  the  frigate.  This  is  well 
known  to  have  been  the  decided  and  clear  opinion  of  the  illustrious  commander  who  first  suggested  and 
then  executed  the  enterprise  with  so  much  glory  and  advantage  to  himself  and  his  country.  It  is  well 
known  that  while  he  faithfully  and  punctually  fulfilled  the  orders  of  his  superior  in  command,  he  would 
gladly  have  followed  the  bent  of  his  own  genius  by  taking  the  course  pointed  out  by  the  circumstances 
and  the  event  of  the  action. 

As  to  one  of  the  questions  which  have  been  suggested  in  this  case,  whether  the  captors  acquire  a 
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beneficial  property  aiirl  interest  in  a  maritime  prize  of  war,  before  acljudieation,  I  have,  on  a  former  ocea- 
sion,  been  called  uimn  to  o-ive  it  lull  cniisiideration;  and  the  opini.'m  1lien  expr(\'<s(Ml,  and  the  reasons 
advanced  in  the  altinnativ.  1  y.'i  ndliiMv  to  wiih  a  cuifKirii.-,-  ecrnil.oralcd  by  the  sneecss  witli  wliieli 
they  were  maintaincij  lirfnir  a  irilmiMl  .il'  pi-c-cniiin'nt  Irarnin--  and  talnii. 

The  general  priiuipl,>,  drdur,  d  frnn,  the  maritiiiie  law'nf  nalions,  has  h.vn  settled  bv  reju^ated 
decisions  of  llie  lii-'hcsl  anlli.aily  in  this  .-(Uintry,  and  stands  rlcar  of  any  pnssilde  doul.t.  The  tiaiisler 
of  the  pro|i(>rtv  ol'  prize,  f|-oni  the  mic  l.cliio-.M-ent  \o  ilic  i.thiT,  al  iho  instant  of  raptiuv,  a  prop(>rtv  lor 
which  tiie  victor's  lia--  is  tlie  alhsnllirionl  l.ad-e.  and  which  can  l.c  divcst,>d  only  hv  nwaptnre,  or  h'v  th(- 
sentenco  of  a  conipotont  court ;   the  cons.-, pi. Mil  .-apacily  of  llic  .-apl"!-  I"  ]'  in.li.'at,'  his  ri-lit  ..f  pr..pcrty  an.l 

c.upl.'.l  with  a  lu'i'i.'ll.aal  iiii.T.'si.  hav.:  Imvii  .list  ,n.-t  I  v 'a  n.l  .•.Mi.dnsix'.dv  .-stal.iislic.l  hV  a  cn.-nrrcnce  of 
nnin.M-.His,I.Hasi.aisJ.,,ili  in  III.' lorin.'ilc.l.aaM'.uirl  ..lApp.-als,  aiul  in  th.'pr.'s.Mit  Supivnu' (\aut  ..ftii.' hnit.-.l 
Slates.  I!v  lli.'s.Mlic  prop.Ttv  IS  liel.l  to  lu-  s..  in.l.'f.'asil.j  v  v.'sI.mI  in  tli.'  .'aphn-,  f  v  the  ni.Mc  .'a).!  ure, 
with. -lit  a.liii.li.-ali.ui  as  pri/..\  that  it  was  ii.,|  ihvesle.l  fv  liis  s.-ttin-  Wvc  \o  liis  pri/.e  at  s.-a,  an.l  -iviii- 
h.'r  up  to  .lestructi..n.  for  th,'  want  ..f  a.h'.puit.'  f.nv  t.i  hriii-  lu-r  int..  ]..ul.  Tliis  was  .K-ci.l.'.l  l,v  tlie 
f.'deral  Court  ..f  App.-als,  in  111,-  Marv  F,.r,l/i^  an.l  r.'c.msi.J.Mv.l  an.l  appi-..N,',l  hv  In.'  Supnan.' ( '..urt  in  ill,- 
i;invincihle.t  An  Ain.'rican  ship  lonn.l  lli<-  Marv  F.n-.l  in  (his  .l.'sp.aah'  .■..n.lili..u  at  s.-a,  .•xtin-iiish.nl 
the  lire,  an.l  lu-.umhi  h.-r  saf.'  int..  p.al,  wli.av  siii'  was  claim. mI  1m, ih  bv  ih,'  .ui-inal  Ihitish  .ami. a-  aii.l 
bv  Ih.'  Fivnch  captor:  lli.-  claim  ..f  tli.'  loniaa-  was  ivi.'cl.'.l,  an.l  ivsi..r'at  i.m  .a.  salva-.'  .l.vive.l  t..  the 
capl.ir.  In  th.'  .I.is.'ph  S,-aiii.la.  |  il  was  .le.-i.l.'.l  that  an  una.l  jn.luMl.'.i  pri/.,',  bnaiuht  bv  t  h.-  .-apbir 
int. I  a  ueiili-al  p,.rl,  mi-lit  ih.Mv  be  ubs.dut.dv  lorleil.Ml  bv  a  iMva.h  ..f  th.'  h.cal  la\vs..r  tra.i.'.'  A  str.ai-er 
illustrali.iii  ..r  th.'  ri-!i'ls  a.'.piiic.l  bv  nier.'  'capliiiv,  hrUnr  .'..n.l.'innal  i.ai,  n.'.'.l  n..l  b.'  .l.'siiv.l :  lor  here 
an  in.l.'r.'asibh'  t  lansler  ..f  th.'  pr..p.'rlv  was  li.'l.l  t.,  hav.'  b.'.n  ..p.-ral.'.l  bv  Hi.'  sol,'  a. -I  ..f  th.-  .-apt.u-, 
an,l  ,'xpivsslv  lor  ih,'  ivas..n  thai  his  till,'  is  vesle.l  bv  virtii,'  ..f  ill,'  .-apliir.'  al.ui.',  an.l  inslantaiie.aislv 
that  il  is  a,'lii,'v,',l:  siibj.'.'t  b,  b.-  .li\  .'sl.'.l  .uilv  bv  r,',-apl  iir,',  ,m-  bv  lli,'  s.'iil.'u.'.'  ..f  a  ,'..mp.'t.'nl  tribunal. i^ 
Such  are  the  ch'ar  an.l  iin.pi.'sl  i..nabl.'  r'mlils  of  pr..p,'ilv  iu.'-al.'iil  b,  niarilim.'  capluiv,  jiin-  hrlli.  as 
de.luce.l  from  the  niarilim.'  law  ..fnalioiis.  Thai  lli.'re  ism,  .list  in.-l  i.,u,  in  this  r,'sp,','t.  b.'tw.-.'n  tlu- 
ri-hls  ,,f  b,'lli!;-,'reiit  capb.rs  in  -.'11,'ral.  aii.l  lh,.s.'  .,f  th.'  ..Ili.-.'is  an.l  m.-n  b.'h.im'inu-  I,,  th.'  pnbli.-  an.l 
privat.'  arm.'.l'ships  ,,r  tli.'  I'liile.l  Slat.'s,  un,l,'r  th,'  sev.'ral  a,  Is  ..f  Coii-ivss  by  wlii.'li  th.'ir  ivsp.'.'t  ive 
ri-hls  ar,'  r,','o-n,/.,',l,  has  l„','ii  s,'lll,',l,  afl.'r  full  ,lisciissi.,n  ami  maliiiv  .'..nsi.l.'ral  i.m,  bv  tli,'  hit,'  l,.,ai-.l 
of  c.,niniissi.m,'rs  l.ir  th,'  a,l  jn.fu'al  i.  ,ii  .,f  .-laims  up,,n  Spain,  umh'r  th,'  tivalv  wilh  that  p.",w,'r,  . ',,111111, mlv 
calh'd  111,'  Florida  I  ival  s  : '  xvliu'li  was  th,'  ,„','asi,,n,  b.'f.r,'  nu'iit  iou,',l.  \vlii,'li  ha,l  lornu'rly  l,',l  m,'  lo 
examine  the  quest  i, ,11.  it  was  lh,'iv  pr,'s,'ui,',l  in  vari,,us  ,'as,'s  ,,t  ,'apiiiivs  .liuin-  llu'  hit,'  war  with  Ih-ilain, 
some  by  our  pnbli,-  ships, if-war,  som.'  I,\-  pi  ixat.'.'is,  \\li.,s.'  pii/,.'s  ha.l  b.'.ii  si'i/.,'.l  ,ir  d.'spoile.l  in 
Spanish  ports,  bi'l,,r.'  a.ijii.li.'at  ion.  In  th.'s,'  ,-as.'s,  it  was  d.'.-i.l.'d  that  lli,'  ,'aplors.  in  b,,lh  ,l,'s,Tipl  i,,iis 
of  caplure,  ha,la,',piin',i  sm'li  an  inli'ivsi  in  tli.'ir  r,'sp,'cli v,'  priz.'s,  bv  th,'  ni.'iv  .'aptur,',  willmiilanv 
adin,li,'ali,,n,  as  ,  i,lill,',l  iheiiib.  ,l,'man,l  in.h'innilv  fn.m  Spain,  iiist  as  anv.,lli,'r  pi-,,pri,'l,,rs.  wh.,  ha.l 
su'ller.'.l  Ih.'  lik.'  mjini.'s;  an.l,  .■ons.'.pi.'ut  1  v.  llial  tli.'V.m-hl  |.,  b.'  a.lmitl.'.l  as  .'laimauts  un.h'rth,' 
tr,'atv.  It  was  lu've'r  imai;iii,',l  that,  wh.'ii  the  a.'ls  ..f  (',,ii,-n'ss  sup.'ia.l.h'.l  th,'  s,,h'ninily  ,if  ,-,,u,l,'mnat  ion, 
as  ,,ii,'  ,,f  Ih,'  iv,piisiles  I,,  Ih,'  lull  ami  perlcl  .■ni,,vm,'nt  ,>f  llu'  jVuils  ,,f  pii/,,',  il  was  iiil,'u,l,',l  I,,  make 
it  the  pivlimiiiarv  rcpiisil,-  I,,  Ih,'  inv.'sl  il  uiv  ,,f  th,'  ri-hl  ,,r  pr,,p,'rtv.  F.v  lh,>  l.'nns  ..f  Hi.'  a. 'I  il  is 
nia.h'  n,',','ssarv  lor  th,'  purpos,'  ,,nl v  ,if  anlhori/.iim'  ih,'  .//syi.-.wi/  ,if  tli.'  pri/,'  ami  iUc  Jislnhul im,  nf  the 
jiri/,,'  m.iiM'V.  "TIm'  spi'cill,'  pr,,p,'rl'v  in  Ih,'  pii/..'  it's, 'If  was  n,,t  in  th.'  .■oul.anplal  i.-n  .if  th.'  h'^'islat  iiiv: 
thev  sp,'ak'.,nlv  of  th,.  "  pn„',.,'.ls,""an,l  th,'  .list  ribnt  i,,n  ,,f  th.'  ■■pri/.,'  m,,n,'v"  ivsuliim^-  lV.,m  I  h,' ,lisposal 
of  th.'  pri/.e  :ifi,'r  .'oii.lemnal  ion :  il  is  lor  this  oidv  thai  th.'  .-apL.rs  aiv  I.,  await  Hi.'  pi.„'ess  ,,f  r.'-ular 
a,lin,ii,'ati,ui.l|  This  pn'.'aut  i.,u  .,r  pnbli.'  p,,li.-v,  I,,  piv\  .'iil  ih.'  irr.'uadarit  i.'s  an.l  abus.'s  that  mi-lit 
billow  fr.,m  Hi,Mililimil,',l  .lisp,, sal  an.l    appr,  iprial  i,,ii  .,!'  priz.s    bv  ,'apl,,rs,   wilh.,nl    anv   iu,li,-ial    san.'tion 

of  the  caplmv,  has  bei'ii  m,,iv  .lisl  iii,l  1  v  pr,,ii i,-,',l    an,l  .'iiiplial  i.-all  v  .'ui.,in.'.l    in  th.'  .'as.'  .,f  ],ri vat.'.'rs, 

wh.,  aiv  .'.xpn'sslv  bn'bi.l.h'ii  |,,  bivak  bulk,  ,,r  mak,'  aiiv,,lh,'r  ,lisp.,sal  ,,r  c.,nv.'rsi,,n  .,1'  I  li.'ir  pri/.,'s, 
b,'f,r,'  ,lne  ,'on,l,'n"inal  i,,n  bv  a  .'..mpet.'iit  tribunal.*  It  n.'v.'r  ,'nl,'r,',l  ml.,  th,'  ,-,,m','pl  i,,u  ,,f  ( '.ui-t.'ss  lo 
mak,'  anv  .'liau-.'  in  Hi.'  ruh'  .,f  publi.'  law  bv  wlii.'h  th.'  Iransler  .,f  lli.'  pr,,p.  riv  .,f  pri/.e  lV.,ni  th,'  one 
b,'lli--er,'iil  I.,  th.'  .,th,'r  ha.l  b.'.'ii  ,h'l,'rinin.'.l.  T.,  hav,'  pla,',',l  th,'  ri-hls  ,,r  llu'  .ijli.'.'rs  ami  m.'U  .,f  ,,iir 
,,wn  uavv  lip, ,11  a  b„,tim;-  ,,f  in,',pialil  v,  in  this  ivsp,',-|,  with  llms,'  .,f  ,,lli,'r  nali,,ns,  w,,iil,l  liax,'  b,','n  imt 
ni.ire  iiiiiiri.ais  I.,  tli,'  in.li vi.liials,  than  a  .lisparauvm.-nl  ,,r  Ih.'  b.'lli.LV.T.'iil  ri-lils  .,f  th,'  rnil,',l  Slal,'s  as  a 
s,iverei--n  i..,wer.  'fli.'  .,iilv  ..111.','  an,l  elV,','l  assi,un,'.l  I.,  a  s.'nl.'u.'.'  .,f  ,',,nd,'mmil  i,,n,  b.\  Hie  vari,,iis  a.'ls 
of  (;.m-a-.'ss  .,11  th.'  siibi.'.'t  ofr.'.'apliiiv,  sal\a-v,  ami  pri/,',  an-  m.T.'lv  I,,  aniu'X  I,,  Hi.'  ri-hl  ,,f  pr,,p,'rly, 
a,'.|nire.l  jin->-  Ini/i.  tli.''.pialil  i.'s  of  b.'inu'  ,lisp,.s.'ible;  s,i  as  I,,  l,'l  ill,'  ,'apl,,rs  inl,.  Hi.'  actual  lViiili.,u  ,,f  llu- 
pr,„','e.ls,'  ail, I  I.,  bar  th,'  ri--lil  .,1'  p.,slliininv  in  Hi,'  .,ri-inal  ..wu.t,  as  .,pp.,s,',l  I.,  Hi,'  ri.-hls  ,,f  r,','apl,,rs 
,'in,l  v,'ml,','s.  r.,'v,,n,l  Hiis,  Hi,'  -iva  1,'sl  sti,kl,'rs,  <'ls,'wh,'r,',  f,,r  Ih,'  m','.'ssil  v  .,f  a,l  jmlii'a  I  i,,ii  t,,  ,',,nsmn- 
mab'  111.'  pr,,p,'i'tN  ,,f  pri/.,',  hav  11,, I  pnsli,',l  Hi,'  ,1,,,'t  rin,'  in  /,rnr/i,r.  .\si..  Hi,'  .-as.'  of  th,'  Fls,'b,',** 
,l,','i.l.'.l  bv  Sir  W'llliain  S.',,ll,  i  .1..  not  think  thai  auv  fault  can  b.'  loiiii.l  with  Hi.'  .le.'isi.m  up,,uthe 
p,,inl  ,liic,'llv  put  in  issu,'  bv  that  .'as,':  wlii.'h  was  siiiiplv  thai  Hi.'  '.;..v,'i  nim'iil  iiiav,  bv  Iri'aly  ,.f 
pea,',',  lawfully  r.'st.,iv  a  pri/,,' 'b,'!.,!-,'  .',  ,n.l,'miial  i.,11 ;  an.l  that  ih,'  .pi.'sli,,i,  .,f  .'..mpi'iisat  i,,n  I,,  Hi,'  ,-apl,,r 
rests  wilh  th,'"-.,y,'rniii,'nl,  an,l  n,,l  with  ili,',-,,url  ,,r  pri/,'.  1  sh,, ill, In,, I  hay,'  ,l,,ubt,',l  ih.'  p,,w.'r  .,f  the 
Hrilish  -.,v.'rnnienl,  .,r  ..f  anv  ,,Hi,'r  -,,v,'rnin,'nt,  I,,  ,1,,  this,  in  n  irln,'  ,,f  Hi,'  n„u,n,t  ,lo„„nu  in,'i,l,'nl  to 
sov,'r,'i-nlv,  but  up,,n  the  iii,iisp,'nsabl,'  , ',,11,^1!, ,11  ,,f  niakin-  just  ,',,inpeusa  1  i.,ii,  lor  Hi.'  ], rival,'  ri,-lils  ,,f 
lir,,p,'rly  all-,','le(l  bv  Hie  measure,  a  ,',,ii.lil  i,,n  wlii,'li  piibli,-  m,,ialily  an.l  piibli.'  law  hay.'  ma.le  ,',„'X|,'n- 
siv.'with  111.'  p..w"er,  and  wlii.'h  has,  m  .'xpivss  l.'rnis,  b.'.'ii  ann,'X,',l  I,,  il  by  th,'  ( ',,iisl  il  iil  i,,u  ,,f  Hi,' 
Unit,.',!  States.ft     The  principle  derogates  luiHiing  from  the  ,'apl,,r's  inh,'r,'nl  rights  of  prop.'riy,  in  virtue 

•3  I)al.,  188. 
f  t  AVhcat.,  259. 
X  5  Wlioat.,  357. 

§  For  some  ndtlitiotinl  ilhistratloii.i,  vitlo  tho  ro.enlution,  2  Tia\.,  1 ;  the  Nii(-.stin  Sciiora.  I  M'li,'nt.,  f)ll1 . 
il  Viiie  act  of  April  23,  181)0,  oil.  33,  for  tlio  Uottcr  fjovernmunt  of  llio  navy,  sees,  fi  a.ul  0,  v.,1.  ;i,  [,.  :u;o. 
II  Act  of  June  2(i,  1812,  oh.  107,  soc.  0,  vol.  4,  p.  460. 
••.■jRob.,  155. 

ft  This  doctrine  has  been  advertotl  to,  and  pretty  fully  explained  in  the  incinorial  of  Mr.  Mciulo,  (irusinlcl   tu  tlu'  rrofidLi.t  s„mo 
years  ago — and  about  to  become  a  subject  of  discussion  before  tho  present  Congress. 

VOL.  m ,')  r. 
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of  the  mere  capture;  because  it  extends  to  every  species  and  quality  of  property  belonging  to  the  citizens 
or  subjects  of  the  sovereign,  without  distinction,  whether  it  be  qualilied  in  its  nature  or  consummate 
and  perfect.  In  the  argument  of  tlie  court,  however,  in  the  Elsebe,  some  dk-ta  are  uttered,  going  rather 
beyond  the  prinriplo  necessary  to  be  decided  m  the  case.  These  may  be  referred  to  certain  peculiar  and 
favorite  doctrims  df  that  i-mirt.  iva  the  ,L:-rnrral  necessity  and  eflect  of  a  sentenee  nf  eimdi'mnation,  which 
have,  in  a  great  measure,  resulted  Iimui  the  iidliey  and  interest  of  Britain  in  lier  relative  condition  as  a 
maritime  power:  Imt  IVi.mi  which  tn  \nU:\-  a  sentence  of  condemnation  to  be  an  inilis[iensable  prerequisite 
to  the  transfer  of  the  property  of  prize  from  one  belligerent  to  another,  would  be  not  only  to  set  aside 
the  whole  current  of  decisions  in  our  own  courts,  sustained  by  those  of  the  great  maji^rily  of  civilized 
nations,  but  would  very  far  transcend  any  practical  decision  in  England,  either  of  the  courts  of  admiralty 
or  of  common  law,  notwithstanding  some  certain  dicta  of  the  former.  Their  cemts  nf  common  law  have 
clearly  decided  that  the  I'apioi-  aei[uires  a  beneticial  interest  in  the  prize,  npon  wliieli  lie  may  effect  insur- 
ance, "from  the  moment  the  vielor  hoists  his  tiag  on  board  the  conquered  ship."*  The  jiresent  claim, 
like  that  of  an  insured  ujiou  an  insurer,  is  strictly  a  claim  for  indcinntli/;  in  which  it  is  universally  held 
to  be  utterly  inuuaterial  whether  the  property  be  qualified,  and  require  some  ulterior  process  for  its 
consummation,  or  be  cousunmiate  to  every  practical  purpose  of  perfect  fruition.  It  has  already  been 
shown  that,  upon  general  principles,  and  according  to  all  law  and  precedent  in  this  country,  the  property 
of  the  captor,  in  an  unadjudicated  prize,  is  consummate  to  every  beneficial  purpose  but  that  of  being 
changed  into  the  shape  of  prize  money  for  distribution;  and  of  being  assignaiili',  o<l  iiiiiiuhnn.  discharged 
from  the  right  of  postliminy:  and  when  the  actual  decisions  of  the  English  courts  of  admiralty  and 
common  law  come  to  be  critically  examined  and  compared,  they  will  be  found  to  give  the  same  practical 
result. 

Whether  Congress,  when  they  awarded  compensation,  in  lieu  of  prize  money,  to  the  captors  of  the 
Guerriere  and  Java,  proceeded  upon  the  ground  of  strict  right  or  of  equitable  indemnity,  cannot,  perhaps, 
be  positively  asserted.  But,  either  way,  these  precedents  come  up  fully  to  the  j)rinciple  of  the  present 
claim,  if  they  do  not  go  beyond  it.  in  those  cases,  the  destruction  of  the  prizes  necessarily  resulted 
from  the  action,  and  from  the  fortune  of  war;  while,  in  this,  the  captors  might  have  preserved  their 
prize  and  enjoyed  the  fruits  of  their  toil  and  danger,  but  for  the  intervention  of  an  overruling  order 
positively  forbidding  it.  In  other  respects,  it  is  submitted  with  confidence  that  there  can  be  no  defect 
of  merits,  either  positive  or  comparative,  in  the  captors  of  the  riiiladelphia,  to  exclude  them  from  the 
benefit  of  these  precedents,  whatever  the  principle  upon  which  they  were  established. 

W.  JONES. 

December  9,  1825. 


An  American  man-of-war  having  succeeded  in  effecting  the  capture  of  an  enemy's  vessel  of  superior 
force,  having  entirely  dispossessed  the  enemy,  and  obtained  undisputed  possession,  in  obedience  to  per- 
emptory orders  destroys  the  prize  without  bringing  her  into  port,  and  before  obtaining  a  decree  of 
condemnation  in  a  prize  court;  have  such  captors  any  legal  claiiu  to  the  value  of  the  captured  property, 
,as  against  the  United  States? 

OPINION'. 

The  claim  of  captors  to  the  proceeds  of  prizes  taken  by  them  from  the  enemy  is  founded  on  the  5th 
section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  April  23,  1800,  which  enacts  that  "  the  proceeds  of  all  ships  and  vessels, 
and  the  goods  taken  on  board  of  them,  which  shall  be  adjudged  goed  prize,  shall,  when  of  equal  or 
superior  force  to  the  vessel  or  vessels  making  the  capture,  be  the  sole  property  of  the  captors." 

By  the  law  of  nations,  and  independently  of  any  statutory  provisions,  all  captures  enure  to  the 
exclusive  benefit  of  the  govermuent.  Most  nations,  however,  have,  for  the  purpose  of  stimulating  those 
in  their  service  to  greater  vigilaneo  and  activity,  granted  this  interest,  or  a  portion  of  it,  under  special 
circumstances,  to  individuals  by  whom  the  [.ri/.es  are  made.  The  statute  to  which  I  have  referred 
contains  the  terms  and  conditions  upon  which  this  right  is  transferred  in  the  cases  specified  under  our 
own  law.     It  operates  as  a  contract  between  the  nation  and  the  captors. 

It  might  be  imagined  that  the  language  of  tln^  statute  implies  that  condemnation,  as  prize  of  war,  is 
an  essential  preliminary  to  the  vesting  of  this  right.  I  cannot,  however,  bring  my  mind  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  Congress,  in  this  indirect  manner.  design.Ml  to  eoiumit  the  country  upon  the  important  and  much 
litigated  question,  when  the  right  of  property  is  eoiuplelely  vesteil  in  the  captors.  Some  writers  on 
puldic  law  have  held  that  condemnation  is  essential;  others,  of  e.iual  authority,  have  sanctioned  the 
opposite  doctrine.  From  obvious  motives  of  poliey,  Croat  Ihitain  has  l<Mit  her  countenance  to  the  former 
opinion,  but  it  has  never  yet  ln'cn  absuhuely  settled  in  this  eonntry;  and  it  cannot  easily  be  believed 
that  Congress  designed  to  dett'rmiiie  the  question  in  tliis  collateral  manner.  Indeed,  there  seems  little 
necessity  for  insisting  upon  it  as  indispensably  requisite,  except  in  the  case  of  neutral  property  which 
has  become  obnoxious  to  capture  by  some  violation  of  belligerent  rights.  The  right  of  the  neutral, 
presumptively  unquestionable,  ought  to  be  divested  only  by  a  judicial  decree,  fixing  upon  him  the  offence 
which  involves  as  its  consequence  the  forfeiture  of  his  property  as  prize.  Where,  however,  the  property  is 
avowedly  and  notoriously  hostile,  condemnation  as  prize  is  not  universally  necessary,  and  may  be  regarded 
as  little  more  than  a  mere  formality.  Our  own  courts  have  held  that  simple  belligerent  possession  confers 
a  right,  which  can  be  questioned  only  by  superior  force  of  arms  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  or  its  validity 
judicially  determined  in  the  courts  of  the  captors  themselves.  At  all  events,  under  the  strictest  decisions 
of  the  English  courts,  an  inchoate  right  vests  immediately  by  the  very  act  of  capture,  which  is  recognized 
as  susceptible  of  transfer,  of  insurance,  and  other  acts  of  ownership,  and  which  is  distinguishable  only 
in  degree  from  the  same  rights  when  perfected  by  the  decree  of  a  prize  court. 

In  this  view  of  the  case,  I  am  unable  to  discriminate  between  a  right  of  this  description  and  any 
other  species  of  property,  which,  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  it  is  prohibited  to  take  for 
public  purposes  without  compensation.  If  a  capture  has  been  legally  effected;  if  the  captors  are  in  undis- 
puted possession  of  the  prize;  and  the  government,  to  subserve  its  own  purposes,  surrenders  it  to  the 

*  1  Marsh  on  Insur.,    107-S. 
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enemy,  relinqiiishes  it  to  a  neutral,  enqiloys  it  in  military  operations,  hy  wliicli  it  is  lost  to  tliose  interested 


are  iiM-li,,al.',  aii.l  remain  to  be  pertected  by  some  ulterior  proccediiigs,  as  of  Ihuse  wliich  are  absolute  and 

I'l another  ground,  I  conceive  the  claim  to  be  equally  well  founded — even  upon  the  supposition 

that  cuiKhiiiiiation  by  the  admiralty  was  an  es.sential  preliminary  to  the  vcstino- of  the  right  in  the 
captors.  If  thr  perrnrmanee  nt  this  .•nii.lition  has  been  prevented  by  the  act  of  tlir  -uvfrnmeiit  itself  it 
is  by  every  i,riii.-ipl -law  piv;  Iii.h.l  lr..ni  availin-  ils.ll' ..f  the  fact  of  such  n.ni-pciinini.in.',..  To  inter- 
pose an  insiipn-ablc  iiiipcdiincni  in  thi'  wa\-  nt  the  piMinrmaiicc  (if  a  condition,  is  tantaniuimt  to  a  waiver 
of  it.  If,  thrn,  by  the  aiithnrifv  nl-  \hr  gnvernmrnt,  cr  of  snp.>ri..r  (.nirrrs,  wli.,  nnisl  \,r  ronsi.lcred  as 
the  urgans  nf  the  gnvernmeni,  .-aptiucl  property  is  taken  ,.m  of  iho  hands  of  thr  ,-^,ptors  and  :ippnn.ri- 
ate<l  to  public  purposes,  and  the  raptors  are  thus  deprived  of  the  power  of  obtainiie-  a  eond.'nniat  ion 
they  stand  in  the  eye  of  the  law  in  the  same  predieanK'nt,  and  their  rights  are  as  p,.|  leei,  as  if  the  .lecree 
of  condenniation  had  actually  passed.  The  pijysical  po\ver  belongs  to  the  go\-ei-jnnent :  and  that  may  as 
well  be  exerted  aftei-  the  prize  is  brought  into  port,  dcdiveied  into  the  custody  of  the  maishal,  and'  the 
cause  is  ready  tor  judgment,  as  at  the  moment  of  capture,  nv  at  any  interine(|iati'  ]ieriod  of  lime.  An 
inter})osition  of  this  kind,  it  is  usual  to  put  as  one  of  those  extreme  cases  which  cannot  practically  be 
anticipated,  because  it  would  be  indecorous  even  to  suppose  the  government  guilty  of  so  gross  au  act  of 
injustice. 

The  principles  which  have  been  stated  seem  to  have  been  recognized  and  sanctioned  by  the  hio'hest 
authorities  in  our  country,  <>n  sonic>  memoi-able  occasions.  It  is  necessary  to  refer  only  to  one,  which 
strikes  me  as  perfectly  coincident.  In  the  snnnner  of  ISO.l,  a  sipiadron,  un'iler  the  conin'iand  of  Commo- 
dore Decatur,  captured  an  Algerin(>  frigati'  and  a  biig;  tli.'v  were  in  |iossessioii  of  the  captors.  AVith 
a  view  to  promote  the  public  interests,  the  ni'goiiators  for  peace  agi-eed  to  restore  them  to  the  enemy; 
not  by  treaty,  but  as  a  voluntary  donation,  aftei-  the  tivaly  w  as  complele.],  and  because  of  their  small 
value  to  us,  as  well  as  the  great  impression  upon  the  enemy,  as  to  our  resources,  which  such  an  act'would 
produce.  No  condemnation  had  passed:  the  prizes  had  not  been  sent  to  the  United  States:  yet  Con.gress 
considered  the  rights  of  the  captors  as  perfect  and  their  interests  as  sacred,  and  they  were  accordingly 
compensated.  The  same  principle  applies  with  equal  strength  to  the  case  of  a  voluntary  destruction  by 
order  of  the  government  as  to  that  of  a  voluntary  surrender.  If  any  difference  exists  between  the  cases, 
it  consists  in  this  single  circumstance:  that  in  the  one  case  the  surrender  was  in  virtue  of  a  general 
authority,  which  subsequently  received  the  sanction  of  the  government;  in  the  other,  the  destruction  was 
in  compliance  with  previous  orders. 

The  only  judicial  decision  which  I  am  aware  of,  which  can  be  thought  to  contravene  the  principles 
which  I  have  laid  down,  is  one  made  by  Sir  William  Scott,  in  December,  1804.  (The  Elsebe,  5  Kob.) 
That  was  the  case  of  a  Swedish  vessel,  which  hod  been  captured,  and,  before  condemnation,  ordered  to  be 
restored;  and  the  captors  insisted  upon  their  rights,  iKitwithstanding  the  order  of  the  goviM-nmejit  for  the 
restoration  of  the,  property.  The  very  distinguished  judge,  by  whom  the  point  was  determined,  viewed 
the  question  as  one  of  great  delicacy  an<l  difliculty,  but  he  linally  di<-ided  against  the  idaim.  Upon  this 
decision,  it  is  important  to  remark:  1.  That  the  date  of  it  being  sulise.pii'nt  to  the  destruction  of  the 
Philadelphia,  it  cannot,  with  fairness,  be  held  to  govern  the  case.  2.  The  luiindple  which  rests  at  the 
foundation  of  the  judgment,  viz:  that  a  decree  of  condemnation  is  essential  to  tiansfer  the  property,  is 
not  yet  established  in  this  country.  It  has  been  adopted  in  England  from  consid'-rations  of  policy:' the 
same  motives,  if  they  existed  to  the  same  extent  in  the  United  States,  have  not  jet  been  pernntted  to 
influence  the  decisions  of  our  judicial  liibnnals.  3.  The  prerogative  of  the  sovereign  was  considered  as 
involved  in  the  question,  and  influenced  {\\r  decision  of  the  court:  here  no  such  collateral  motive  exists. 
4.  The  constitutional  prohibition,  to  apply  the  property  of  in<lividuals  to  pid)lie  purposes,  with.iut  c.nnpen- 
sation,  does  not  operate  in   England    to   stay  the   arm  "of  the   government    in   disposin-  ,,l'  the  interests  of 

its  subjects,      o.   The  language  of  the  gran't  t..  the  captors  in  Hnglaiid  is  mud re' restii.-te<l  tliaii  that 

of  our  own  statute:  it  directs  that  the  prize  may  be  lawrully  sold  and  disposed  of,  "after  the  same  shall 
have  been  to  us  finally  adjudged  lawful  prize,  and  not  otherwise;"  recognizing,  in  express  language,  the 
necessity  for  a  condemnation  as  an  essential  prereipiisite  befoic  any  interest  vests  in  the  captors. 

If,  under  these  circumstances.  Sir  Wm.  Scott  felt  the  dilliculty  and  delicacy  of  the  question  before 
him,  it  can  scarcely  be  doubted  that,  had  he  been  sitting  in  an  American  instead  of  au  English  court, 
administering  justice  under  our  statute,  and  guiding  hiins(  If  by  the  pi  in<iples  of  our  Constitution  and 
government,  he  could  scarcely  have  hesitated  in  sanctioning  the  \alidit_\-  of  the  claim  of  the  captors. 

On  the  whole,  my  opinion  is,  that  in  every  case  in  which  the  captors  have  been  prevented  by  the  act 
of  the  government,  or  its  lawfully  authorized"  agents,  from  proceeding  to  adjudication  and  obtaining  a 
decree  of  condemnation,  the  fair  and  just  interpretation  of  the  statute  entitles  them  to  remuneration  to  flie 
full  value  of  the  property  captured.  As,  however,  no  suit  can  be  sustained  against  the  United  States,  to 
enforce  any  pecuniarj'  claim,  the  only  resource  is  an  application  to  the  justice  and  equity  of  Congress. 

The  foregoing  opinion  assumes  for  its  basis  the  two  facts,  that  the  vessel  might  have  been 
brought  out  of  the  enemy's  port;  and  that  this  was  not  done  by  order  of  the  commander.  The 
situation  of  the  Philadelphia  frigato,  not  more  than  from  two  miles  to  two  and  a  half  from  the 
mouth  of  the  harbor;  the  wind  favorable,  which  would  have  enabled  her  to  pass  over  this  space 
within  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  justify  to  the  minds  of  those  who  are  not  skilled  in  nautical  matters,  the 
dscided  opinion  of  Captain  Jones,  than  whom  no  more  competent  judge  can  be  found,  and  of  the  pilot  who 
accompanied  the  expedition.     The  orders  of  Commodore  Preble  are  equally  decisive  of  the  other  question. 

RICHARD  S.  COXE. 

Georgetown,  D.  C,  December  2,  1825. 
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STATEMENT  OF  THE   FORCE   AND   DISTRIBUTION  OF  THE   MARINES  IN  DECEMBER,  1826, 
AND  SHOWING  THE  NECESSITY  FOR  AN  INCREASE  OF  THAT  CORPS. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPEESENTATIVES  FEBRUARY  9,  182*7. 

Navy  Department,  January  30,  1821. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copies  of  papers  received  from  the  commandant  of  the  marine  corps, 
containing  a  statement  of  its  present  situation   and  duties.     They  confirm  the  views  Avhich  have  been 
presented,  and  the  recommendations  made  heretofore  by  the  Executive,  and  prove  that  an  increase  of  tlie 
corps  is  indispensable  to  the  public  interests, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c.,  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Hon.  Henry  R,  Stores,  Chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee,  House  of  Representatives. 


IIead-Quarters  of  the  Marine  Corps,  Washington,  January  11,  1821. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  four  documents,  Nos.  1,  2,  3  and  4.  No.  1  is  the  general 
returns  of  the  corps  for  the  month  of  December,  1826,  showing  its  force  and  distributions.  No.  2  is  an 
exhibit  of  the  guards  now  on  board  the  vessels-of-war,  and  their  exact  strength.  No.  3  shows  the 
number  required  for  the  sea  service  in  1821.  No.  4  is  a  statement  of  the  distributions  of  that  part  of  the 
corps  stationed  at  the  different  navy  yards,  and  the  portion  of  it  now  at  head-quarters. 

You  will  perceive  from  the  general  returns  of  the  corps,  that  there  are  now  in  service  eleven 
sergeants,  four  musicians,  and  seven  privates,  more  than  are  allowed  by  law,  to  which  will  be  added 
thirty-nine  private  servants,  making  forty-six  privates  over  the  legal  number.  Nos.  2  and  3  will  exhibit 
that  the  vessels-of-war  in  commission  will  require,  to  complete  their  guards,  in  addition  to  those  they 
have  now  on  board,  six  corporals,  six  musicians,  and  seventy-seven  privates ;  several  of  the  vessels  have 
now  more  sergeants  than  they  are  entitled  to,  there  being  now  on  sea  service  six  more  of  that  grade  of 
non-commissioned  officers  than  will  be  required  in  the  year  1821. 

No.  4  shows  the  effective  and  non-effective  strength 'of  the  guards  at  the  different  yards.  At  the 
principal  yards  not  more  than  half  the  number  of  lieutenants  required  by  the  commandants  of  those  yards 
are  kept  up.  Nevertheless,  the  duty  is  so  severe  that  many  of  the  men  desert  or  go  into  the  hospital,  in 
consequence  of  the  hardship  of  the  service.  From  the  strength  of  the  guard  at  the  Charlestown  yard  is 
to  be  detached  the  guard  of  the  sloop-of-war  Warren.  It  appears  from  statement  No.  4  that  the  wliole 
number  of  privates  now  on  shore,  after  deducting  the  guard  of  the  AVarren,  will  amount  to  two  hundred 
and  eighty-three;  that  there  are  seventy-two  of  this  number  either  sick,  confined,  or  on  drill,  forty-six  over 
the  legal  number,  and  seventy-seven  required  to  complete  the  complement  for  sea  duty  in  1821,  will 
reduce  the  number  on  shore  to  one  hundred  and  sixty.  If  you  deduct  from  this  force  those  who  are  sick, 
confined,  and  on  drill,  and  the  fourteen  who  are  learning  music  at  head-quarters,  there  will  remaiu 
seventy-four  privates  to  guard  the  public  property  at  all  the  navy  yards  in  the  United  States. 

In  closing  this  statement,  I  take  occasion  to  mention  that,  under  all  circumstances,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  keep  a  considerable  portion  of  the  marine  corps  on  shore,  if  for  no  other  purpose  than  as 
relief  guards  for  that  portion  of  it  which  is  employed  on  sea  duty.  My  view  in  stating  this  is  merely  to 
place  before  you  the  fact  that  any  other  expense  incurred  in  giving  security  to  the  public  property  in  the 
navy  yards  would  be  entirely  superfluous,  as  that  duty  is  performed  by  a  force  that  would  otherwise  be 
idle,  and  which  the  necessities  of  the  service  require  to  be  kept  up. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ARCH'D  HENDERSON,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Commandant. 

The  Hon,  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Number  of  mai'ines  afloat  January  1,  1827. 


Nortli  Carolina  1i  . . . 
Frigate  Brandywine  . 
Frigate  United  States 
Frigate  Constitution  . 
Frigate  Macedonian.. 
Frigate  Constellation. 
Steam  frigate  Fulton. 
Corvette  John  Adams. 

Corvette  Cyane 

Sloop  Hornet 

Sloop  Warren 

Sloop  Ontario 

Sloop  Peacock 

Sloop  Boston 

Sloop  Lexington 

Sloop  Vincenncs 

Store  ship  Alert 

Schooner  Grampus. . . 

Schooner  Shark 

Schooner  Porpoise  ,  .  . 


31 
21 


19 
20 

T 
6 


41 
42 


An  edhnate  of  the  number  of  noi 


>nissioned  officers,  musicians  and  privates  required  for  the  sea  service 
in   1827. 


Ship  North  Carolina 

Frigate  Brandywine 

Frigate  United  States 

Frigate  Constitution 

Frigate  Macedonian 

Frigate  Constellation 

Steam  frigate  Fulton 

Corvette  John  Adams 

Corvette  Cyane 

Sloop-of-war  Erie 

Sloop-of-war  Ontario 

Sloop-of-war  Peacock 

Sloop-of-war  Boston 

Sloop-of-war  Lexington  

Sloop-of-war  Hornet 

Sloop-of-war  Vincennes 

Small  vessels,  Shark,  Porpoise,  Grampus,  and  store  ship  Alert,   1  sergeant, 
2  corporals,  and  12  privates  each 


48 

549 
34 
47 
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DUtribntion  of  marinea  stationed  on  Khore  \d  January,  1821. 


Nary  yard,   D.  C 


Portsmouth,  N.  H. 


Present  fit  for  duty 

On  duty 

*0n  daily  duty 

Guard  for  the  capitol 

f  Learning  music 

Under  sentence  of  court-martial. 
Sick 

Present  fit  for  duty 

On  guard 

On  daily  duty 

Present  fit  for  duty 

Sick 

Confined  as  prisoners 

Present  fit  for  duty 

On  guard 

Under  sentence  of  court-martial. 

Sick 

On  daily  duty 2 

Present  fit  for  duty 

On  guard 

On  daily  duty 

Sick 

Confined  for  desertion,  &c 

Recruits  

Present  fit  for  duty 

On  guard 

On  daily  duty 

Sick 

jnfined  for  desertion,  <tc 

Waiting  discharge 

Absent  with  leave 

Present  fit  for  duty 

tOnguard 1        1   j.... 

lily  duty 

■ill 

Under  sentence  of  court-martial  . 
Sick 

Present  fit  for  duty 

On  guard 

On  daily  duty 

Sick 

Confined  under  sent,  of  court-mar 


Total 


mber  of  u 


3        1      29  :  37 
31  I  22    303    399 


14      11      97  il38§ 


3  to  be  furnished  from  this 


P.  G.  HOWLE,  Adjutant  and  Inspector 
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19th  Co\gress.]  No.    335.  [2d  Sf.ssiox. 

ON  URIAH  BROWN'S   SYSTEM  OF  ANNOYANCE  AND  DESTRUCTION  OF  THE  VESSELS  OF 
AN  ENEMY. 


COMMUNICATED    TO    1 


C    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    FEBRUARY    9,     182*7. 


The  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  upon  so 
mucii  of  the  petition  of  Uriah  Brown  as  relates  to  his  system  of  annoyance  and   destruction  of  an 
enemy,  to  be  used  in  the  naval  service,  reported  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  it  is  not  expedient  at  this  time  to  adopt  any  further  legislative  measures  in  relation 

to  the  application  of  Uriah  Brown. 


19th  Congrfss.] 


No.  336. 


[2d  Session. 


COST    OF,  AND    EXPENDITURES    AT,  THE    SEVERAL   NAVY   YARDS,  FROM    1819   TO    1826. 

communicated  to  the  senate  FEBRUARY  12,  1827. 

Navy  Department,  Februari/  9,   1821. 
In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Itth  January,  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  lay 
before  the  Senate — 

1.  An  exhibit  of  the  original  price  paid  by  the  United  States  for  the  sites  of  each  of  its  navy  yards; 

2.  The  gross  amount  of  subsequent  expenditures  on  each; 

3.  The  average  cost  at  each,  for  ten  years  past,  of  the  principal  kinds  of  labor  per  day,  on  each  of 
the  public  vessels; 

4.  The  average  cost  at  each,  during  the  same  time,  of  the  principal  materials  for  ship  building; 

5.  The  average  cost  of  the  principal  articles  in  the  rations; 

6.  The  sum  total,  (without  details,)  of  the  whole  cost  of  building  each  vessel  at  each  yard,  when 
any  other  vessel  of  a  like  size  has  been  built  at  any  other  yard; 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  the  honor  to  transmit  paper  marked  A,  which  contains  the  desired 
information  on  the  first  point.  This  paper  has  been  prepared  from  a  statement  submitted  to  the  House 
of  Representatives  on  the  16th  February,  1826,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  that  body,  passed  on  the 
10th  of  April,  1824;  to  which  statement  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Navy  respectfully  takes  leave  to  refer,  if 
more  detailed  information  should  be  desired  than  that  now  presented. 

The  information  on  the  second  point  can  only  be  obtained  by  an  examination,  in  the  Fourth  Auditor's 
office,  of  every  account  of  every  navy  agent  at  every  yard,  since  its  purchase;  this  examination  will 
require  so  much  labor,  that  there  must  be  a  suspension  of  the  duties  of  the  clerks  from  other  objects,  if 
it  be  furnished  within  the  session.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has,  therefore,  thougiit  it  his  duty  to 
apprise  the  Senate  of  this  fact,  and  to  state  that  the  report  on  this  point  cannot  be  furnished  before  the 
next  session  of  Congress,  as  will  appear  by  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Fourth  Auditor,  marked  B. 

The  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  marked  C,  with  the  enclosures  tlierein 
referred  to,  will  give  the  necessary  information  on  thd  remaining  points  of  the  resolution. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

The  President  o/"  tlie  Senate  of  (he  United  States. 


Exldbit  of  the  original  2)rk-e  paid  by  the  United  States  for  the  sites  of  each  of  its  navy  yards. 


Where  situated. 


Dennet's  Island,  Maine 

Charlestown,  Massachusetts  . 

Brooklyn,  New  York 

Sackett's  Harbor,  New  York  . 
Southwark,  Pennsylvania. .  . . 
Washington,  District  of  Colum 
Gosport,  Virginia 


When  purchased. 


June  12,  1800 

1800,  1801,  and  1817 

February  23,  1801  

1814  and  1815  

Jannaiy  and  February,  1801. 

March  17,  1800 

June  15,  1801 


$5,500  00 
43,103  50 
40,000  00 

4,425  00 
37,000  00 

4,000  00 
12,000  00 


1821.] 
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Copy  of  a  letter  fro 


Tobias  Watkins,  Esquire,  Fourth  Auditor,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated— 
Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  January  24,  1827. 


I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  enclosing  a  copy  of 
a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  passed  the  Hth  instant,  requiring  certain  information 
respecting  the  cost  of,  and  expenditures  at,  the  several  navy  yards,  the  average  price  of  labor  and 
materials,  and  the  cost  of  Iniildiii;^-  each  vessel,  for  ten  years  past. 

The  labor  and  time  wlii<  li  ii  will  necessarily  require  to  examine  the  several  accounts,  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  the  informatio  i  callccl  for  hy  the  resolution,  will  render  it  impracticable  to  furnish  it  during 
the  present  session  of  Congress. 

Navy  Cojiiiissioners'  Office,  February  6,  1827. 
'  received  yimr  letter  of  the  23d  ult.,  calling  upon  them  "for 
le   res.iliitiniis  .if  the  Senate,  of  the   17th  ult.,)  as  can  be 


>  Xa 


Sir:  The  Commissioners  of  the 
such  part  of  the  information  (req 
furnished  from  this  ofiice,"  and,  in  repiy,  luive  tiie  iLMimr  m  rejHirr: 

Paper  A,  which  shows  the  aver:i--e  c.isi  at  each  oi' tin'  navy  yards,  for 
principal  kinds  of  labor  per  day  on  the  imMic  \-essels,  iVnm  ]sl'.)  in  is-JCi,  in 
work  in  building  vessels  was  inconsideralile,  the  nialcrials  net  liavin--  ln'cii 

Paper  B,  which  shows  the  average  cost  of  the  priuciiial  materials  I'or  si 
cipal  articles  constituting  the  navy  ration,  for  the  last  ten  years. 

Paper  C,  which  shoWs  the  sum  total  of  the  whole   cost  of  building  each  vessel  at  each  yard,  when 
any  other  vessel  of  a  like  size  has  been  built  at  any  other  yard.     The  information  afforded  by  this  paper 


the  last  eight  years,  of  the 

■lusively.     Prior  to  1819  the 

•nllected. 

ip  building,  and  of  the  prin- 


3  necessarily  limited.  Since  th( 
finished,  viz.,  the  Columbus  and  tl 
far  completed  there  as  to  enable  he 
expenses  were  incurred  on  tliat  ves 
The  Columbus  (the  first  shi],  ,, 
increase  of  the  navy)  was  snlijeete 
been  selected  from  various  i)arcels 
of  additional  labor  to  shape  it  to  the  propi 


it  of  this  board  only  two  74  gun  ships  have  been  completely 
\\  Carolina.  The  latter  was  built  at  Philadelphia,  but  only  so 
iceeil  to  Norfolk,  at  which  place  she  was  fitted  for  sea;  hence, 
hat  Philadelphia  and  at  Norfolk. 

ne  whose  keel  was   laid   down  under  the   act  for  the  gradual 

traordinary  expense  from  the  circumstance  of  her  frame  having 

lier  not   moulded  for  such  a  ship,  which  involved  the  necessity 

moulds. 


of 


iiid   tlio  North  Carolina;  ah 
,d  Alli-ator. 

ihe  progress  on  no  two  of  them 
'  their  relative  cost  be  fairly  made. 

has  been  completely  finished,  no 


The  frame  of  the  North  Carolina  was  cut  to  moulds,  and  hence  an  expense  in  her  construction  was 
avoided,  which  in  the  Columbus  was  unavoidablj'  incurred. 

The  paper  C,  exhibits  the  whole   cost   of  building  the  Colundi 
building  the  sloops  Lexington  and  Postoii,  and  tlie  schooners  Porjioi 

There  are  other  vessels  partly  l)uilt  at   the  different  navy  yards, 
being  equal,  their  whole  cost  cannot  bo  seen;  neither  can  a  comparis 

The  frigate  Brandywine,  being  the  only  vessel  of  her  class  wl  .         . 

comparison  can  be  made  of  her  cost  with  that  of  any  other  vessel  of  a  like  size  built  at  any  other  yard. 

'As  to  the  cost  of  the  sites  of  the  different  navy  yards,  the  Commissioners  can  afford  no  information 
from  the  files  of  their  o£fic(\  tla'  yanls  liaving  been  purchased  long  prior  to  the  establishment  of  the 
board.  Neither  can  the  Commissi'oneis  inform  you  of  the  "gross  amount  of  subsequent  expenditures" 
on  each  yard,  no  moneys  being  dislmrscd  or  accounts  settled  in  their  office. 

Upon  these  points,  however,  it  is  presumed  that  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  will  be  able  to 
afford  you  satisfactory  information, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

W.  BAINBRIDGE. 

Hon.  S.vm'l  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Rrhibit  of  the  average  per  diem  pay  at  the  several  navy  yards  of  the  five  principal  denominations  of  mechanics, 
from  the  year  1819  to  1826,  inclusive,  and  the  general  average  for  the  eight  years  of  each  class  at  each  yard. 


PORTSMOUTH. 


1819 

1820 

1821 

1822 

1823 

1824 

1825 

1826 

General  average 

BOSTOX. 

1819 

1820 

1821 

1822 

1823 

1824 

1825 

1826 

General  average 

KEW  YORK. 

1819 

1820 

1821 

1822 

1823 

1824 

1825 •• 

1826 

General  average 

PinLAHELI'HI. 

1819 

1820 

1821 

1822 

1823 

1824 

1825 

1826 

General  average 

WASHIX( 

1819 -.... 

1820 

1821 

1822 

1823 

1824 

1825 

1826 

General  average 


$1  47^ 
1  ill 
1  3l| 
1  241 
1  371 
1  341 
1  481 
1  43J 


$1  29 

1  16§ 

1  21 

1  251 

1  34| 

1  411 

1  411 


$1  39^^ 


$1  ! 


n 

331 

$1 

42 

26 

48 

203 

55 

23^ 

50 

271 

38^ 

47| 



$1 

4.H 

$1 

46| 

$1  55 

$1  57- 

$1  42| 

$2  041 

$1  291 

1  381 

1  47- 

1  39 

1  691 

1  35| 

1  341 

1  34^ 

1  291 

1  79 

1  21^ 

1  51 

1  48- 

1  40| 

1  68 

1  44 

1  38 

1  31g 

1  27 

1  45 

1  26^ 

1  491 

1  22 

1  36 

1  28 

1  571 

1  541 

1  48^ 

1  621 

1  36| 

1  5919 

1  47^ 

1  561 

1  99| 

1  284 

$1  47| 

$1  43 

$1  39| 

$1  75f 

ii  3U 

61  87i 

$1  701 

$1  701 

$1   471 

$1   42| 

1  55 1 

1  48' 

1  53| 

1  67| 

1  48 

1  48| 

1  26| 

1  161 

1  54-1 

1  29 

1  54^ 

1  55A 

132^ 

1  70' 

1  28 

1  64 

1  m 

1  42 

1  53^ 

1  301 

1  58 

1  341 

1  42 

1  72 

1  251- 

1  83 

1  51^ 

1  75^ 

1  83 

1  451 

1  77| 

151^1 

167^ 

1  m 

1  39 

$1   66 

$1   45§ 

$1  50 

U   65^ 

$1   36 

68  1 

50 

56| 

591 

39 

33 

82| 

65^ 


$1  31 
1  231 
1  02^ 
1  201 
1  25 
1  211 
1  35i 
1  37A 


$1  19^ 
1  171 
1  18^- 
1  10^ 

1  i;^^ 

1  131- 
1  34i 
1  87A 


$1  20i 


$1 

50 

1 

25 

SI  83-1 

11  72fi> 

SI  33-^ 

SI  6H 

SI  56^ 

1  55  f8 

1  45 

1  20^ 

1  18J^ 

1  12  A 

1  40 

1  57^ 

1  09 

1  47 

1  19 

1  641- 

1  581 

1  49i 

1  46 

1  25 

1  33^ 

1  29« 

1  16 

1  47 

1  191- 

1  44^ 

1  28^ 

1  20| 

1  49^ 

1  27^ 

1  76A 

1  33^ 

1  28^-8^ 

1  31  ^ 

1  24 

1  84 

1  33^ 

1  371 

1  39 

1245 

$1  601 

SI  44.1 

SI  26^ 

$1421 

SI  24.1 

1827.] 
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A. — Exhibit — Continued. 

GOSPORT. 


1 

s 

1^ 

s 

1S19       

1  68' 
1  45 1: 
1  46 
1  35 
1  56.i 
1  77~ 
1  70,%- 

$1  7U^ 
1  56.J 
1  32.- 
1  29^ 
1  2U 
1  47" 
1  33^ 
1  45 

n  59,^ 

1  42| 
1  42  .V 

1  in 

1  10| 
1  16| 
1  08 

1  m 

$1       51;j- 

1   41,: 

1  35j 
1  29 
1  2I5 
1  27 

1     24;^ 

1   31|: 

$1  51^ 
1  25^ 

1820                                       

18-21                                                                 

1  221- 
1  23j 
1  13 

18-22 

1823         

1824                                     

1  17^ 

1825 

1  18| 
1  BOh 

182G 

General  avera-re                   

$1  59 

$1  42^ 

$1  25^ 

$1  32| 

$1  25^ 

Exhibit,   showing  the  average  cod,  per  cubic  foot,   of  the  principal   materials  of  ship   building,  and  of  the 
principal  articles  constituting  the  navy  rations,  frrr  the  last  ten  years. 


1816. 

1817. 

1818. 

1819. 

Live  oak  at— 

Sliip. 

44. 

Other 
timber 

Ship. 

44.       Other 
timber 

Ship. 

44. 

Other 
timbe 

Sliip. 

44. 

Other 
timber 

Port.smouth   N    H.' 

$1  55 
1  55 
1  55 

$1   42J 

Boston ' $1  55 

New  York                1. 

1   42?' 

1    421 

$1   45 

Philadelitliia 

$1  00 

$1    55 

$1  42- 
1  42; 
1  42' 

$1  00 

Wasiiino-ton            ! 

1  45 

Noriulk'"' 

1  55 

1   50 

$0  05 

White  oak  at— 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

i 

0 

"5 
p 

1 

S  '5, 
1 

1 

£ 

fin 

14 

-« 

S 

3 

p 
pll 

Portsmouth,  N.H. 
Boston 



New  York 

Jl   00 

Philadelpliia 

$0  89 
36 

$0  35 
38 

$0  36 

Norfolk 

i 

i 

Yellow  pine  at — 

E 

0 

i 

0 

c 

1 
pH 

1 

1 

0 
1 

« 

1 

0 
2 

C!-l 

Portsmouth   N  H 

$0  50 

|0  50 

$0  50 

50 
45 

New  York 

40 

Philadelphia 

1 

46 

Norfolk 

$0  38    

|0  38 

44 

44 

44 

44 
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1820. 

1821. 

1822. 

1823. 

Live  oak  at — • 

Ship. 

44. 

Other 

timber 

Ship. 

44. 

Other 
timber 

Ship. 

44. 

Other 
timber 

Ship. 

44. 

Other 
timber 

$1  42 
1  42 
1  42 

$1  45 

New  York 

$i  is 

$1   18 

Philadelphia    . 



Washino-tou 



Norfolk 

87' 

White  oak  at— 

i 

^ 
g 

^ 
^ 

E 

3 

i 
a 

1 
1 

ci 

1 

S 

1 
J 

1 

3 

s 

i 
1 

1 

1 

i 

,10  50 

$0  39 

$0  471 

$0  72i 

New  York   

Philadelphia    .... 

80 
27 

$0  27| 
23 

50 

$0  25 

$0  23f 

Norfolk    

1 

Yellow  pine  at— 

1 

f. 

E 

2 

S 

1 

2 

CM 

P5 

1 

00 

o 

i 

3 

1 

i 
g 

K 

i 

o 

i 

'a 

2 

$0  50 

$0  50 

$0  50 

New  York 

50 
50 
54 

50 
50 
54 

50 
50 
54 

$0  36 

$0  36 

$0  36 

Philadelphia 

Washington 

40 

30 

$0  23| 

Norfolk 

1821.] 
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B. — Exhibit — Continued. 


18-24.                                           182.5.                      ! 

1 

1826. 

Live  oak  at — 

Ship. 

44. 

Other 
timber. 

Ship. 

Sloop. 

Other 
timber. 

Ship. 

44.       !    0.1    er 
timber. 

Povtsinouth    X    H  J 

$1   25 

$0   'JO 
80 
87 
90 
90 



BoStDll            1              

1   18 
1   00 
1   20 
1   25 

$1  25  1       %\   00 

New  York.                i                  

1  25            1   00 

Phil-uk'Inlii'i 

1  20            1   00 

AVasluno-ton ' 1          ..    . 

Norfnlk"                                     ' 

i 

1    12 

97 

White  oak  at— 

1 

rS' 
g 

1  ^ 

1 

0 
g 

g 

1 

0 

5 

Portsinuuth    N    U                      ' 

1 

Boston  .       '               '                   

I                     1 

$0  45 

$0  45  :     $0  45 

New  York 

'"jo'sii 

$0  45 

$0  45 

Phikidelphia 

AVashiiio-ton      ...    i 

38 

25 

27 

9.T 

$0  27 
25 

27 

Norfolk      .... 

2i' 

SO   94. 

Yellow  Pine  at— 

5 

1 

o 

i 

1 

« 

1 

S 

Portsmouth    N    H     

$0  35 
301 
31' 
34 

Boston 1 

$0  38 
33 
33 

$0  32 

Philadelphia i     $0  40 

Wasllin^■ton  .            j 

$0  80 

22' 

26 

Norfolk'                                '54 

24 

24 

22i 

1 

PROVTSIO 

VS. 

1816. 

1817. 

1818.        1819. 

1820. 

1821. 

1822. 

1823. 

... 

,8,a. 

1826. 

iicc/.— Barrels. 

i 

$12  00 

113  00 

$13  75 

$13  75 

$11  00 

$9  25 

$8  75 
8  50 

$8  00 
8  00 

$8  25 

1 

13  75 

11  00 

8  40 

8  25 

12  50 

11  00 

14  00 
14  00 
14  00 
14  00 

12  00 

Cents. 

7  75 

Po;-fe.— Barrels. 

20  00 

17  75 

$11  00 

11  25 
11  75 

11  95 
11  75 

11  25 

17  75 
19  00 

10  S7i 

10  mi 

At -Washington 

18  60 

i"'ifi",r 

$13  00 

10  85 

11  40 

11  00 

17  00 
Cents. 

17  00 
Cents. 

Cents. 

TJrcof/. —Pounfls. 

Cents. 

Cents. 
2  8-10 

Cents. 
3^ 
3 
3 
4 

Cents. 
4 
3i 
3i 
4 
H 
H 
31 

36 
361 
33 
34 
34 
34 

Cents. 

4 
3| 

4 

H 

3i 

32 
30 
29 
34 
32 

Cents. 

4 

3  71-10 

4 

3  33-10 

3.1 

34 

30 
281 
261 
32 
30 

Cents. 
4i 

At  Boston                                               

3  3-45 

2| 



23 

31 

5| 

4| 

21 

2  7-10 

374 

35 
33 
36 
37i 

3i 

35 
38 
35 
39 
371 
35 

3-i 

2  9-10 

5pin*^5.— Gallons. 

31 

29 

40 
39 

34 

34 

46 
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—Exhibit — Continued. 

COPPEK  AND  IRON. 


1816. 

1817. 

1818. 

1819. 

1820. 

1821. 

1822. 

1823. 

1824. 

1825. 

1826. 

Copper.— Pounds. 

$0  23J 

$0  26 
26 
26 
26 
26 
26 

$0  29i 
29| 

$0  31 
31 
304 

$0  26 

$0  30 
33 

$0  27 
27 
27^ 
27,^ 

^'^°^''°" 

$0  31 

28| 
291 

$0  28 

232 
23J 

294 
294 

$0  31^ 
30i 

At  i  orfo  •  . . 

38^ 

33 

130  00 
130  00 

12r  33 

Iron.— Ions. 

ICO  00 

105  50 
105  50 

137  20 
125  00 
113  00 
122  50 
122  50 
122  50 

134  40 

125  75 

126  00 
125  75 

114  00 
118  00 
121  08 

110  00 

AtNew  Yoik 

130  00 

$89  60 
122  00 

106  80 
117  00 
108  05 

104  00 

83  50 

108  00 

106  00 

121  00 

125  00 

^'^''""°°'"' 

i 

Exhibit,  shoxoing  "the  s 


\  total  of  the  xchole  cost  of  buildivg"  certain  vessels  of  the  navy:  prepared  fro 
returns  from  the  respective  navy  yards. 


Vessels'  names. 

Class. 

Where  built. 

Whole  cost  of 
building. 

Columbus 

•J4 

Washino-ton 

$420,931  11 
350,442  75 

North  Carolina 

74      

Philadelphia 

New  York   

112,080  99 

Sloop 

96,938  40 

Porpoise     

Schooner  

Portsmouth,  N.  H 

20,408  75 

Boston     

22,745  65 

19th  Congress.] 


No.  337. 


[2d  Session. 


APPLICATION   OF  THE   CITIZENS   OF  PORTSMOUTH,  NEW  HAMPSHIRE,   FOR  THE  CON- 
STRUCTION OF  A  DRY  DOCK  AT  THAT  PLACE. 


COMSIUNICAl 


:    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    FEBRUA] 
MEMORIAL. 


To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  in  Congres 

The  memorial  of  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  Portsmouth,  in  New  Hampshire,  respectfully  showeth: 
That,  at  every  period  of  the  history  of  this  country,  the  harbor  of  Portsmouth  has  been  considered 
of  great  importance  for  naval  purposes.  That,  under  the  colonial  system,  and  long  before  the  revolution, 
the  British  government,  aware  of  the  advantages  of  this  place,  were  induced  to  make  it  a  resort  for  their 
vessels-of-war,  and  to  establish  a  yard,  where  ships,  of  a  large  class,  were  built  for  the  public  service. 
That,  during  the  war  of  independence,  the  Continental  Congress,  in  like  manner,  duly  appreciating 
its  facilities  for  naval  operations,  ordered  the  construction,  at  this  port,  of  a  number  of  ships  for  the 
United  States,  one  of  which  was  the  America,  of  seventy-four  guns,  the  first  ship  of  the  line  ever  built 
in  this  county;  and,  through  the  whole  of  that  struggle,  it  was  the  constant  resort  of  armed  vessels  of 
diiferent  descriptions,  both  public  and  private;  and  of  French  ships-of-war,  including  a  division  of  the 
fleet  which  had  been  defeated  in  the  West  Indies  by  Admiral  Rodney.  This  squadron  remained  here 
many  months,  in  perfect  safety,  and  underwent  a  thorough  repair. 

That  the  federal  government,  also,  whose  early  policy  it  was  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  respectable 
naval  force,  pursuing  the  course  already  pointed  out,  determined  to  make  Portsmouth  one  of  the  posi- 
tions whence,  in  time  of  war,  the  means  of  protection  to  the  citizens  and  commerce  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  annoyance  to  their  enemies,  should  proceed;  and,  in  furtherance  of  that  object,  purchased  an 
island  in  the  harbor,  and  established  a  navy  yard,  where  a  considerable  number  of  vessels-of-war,  of  all 
classes,  have  been  built,  in  a  style  of  naval  architecture  which,  if  equaled,  is  certainly  not  surpassed  by 
those  constructed  at  any  other  station. 

Your  memorialists,  in  addition  to  the  series  of  facts  herein  briefly  stated,  would  further  respectfully 
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represent  that  the  advantages  of  Portsmouth  harbor,  as  a  naval  station,  are  numerous,  and  some  of  them, 
as  they  believe,  peculiar. 

This  harbor  is  formed  by  a  cluster  of  islands,  on  one  of  which  the  navy  yard  is  situated,  and  through 
which  the  river  Piscataqua,  dividing  Maine  from  New  Hampshire,  disembogues  into  the  ocean.  Several 
of  these  islands,  on  each  side  of  the  channel,  afford  effective  raking  positions,  where  such  fortifications 
might  be  erected,  at  a  comparatively  trifling  expense,  as  would  render  it  completely  impregnable  to  the 
attacks  of  any  naval  force  that  could  be  brought  against  it. 

There  is  no  bar  nor  obstruction  at  the  mouth  of  this  harbor;  on  tlie  contrary,  at  the  lowest  tides  there 
are  ten  fathoms,  or  sixty  feet  of  water  at  the  entviiiicc,  thnmnh  tlic  main  cliamiel  to  the  navy  yard,  and 
at  the  navy  yard  wharf,  where  ships  of  the  largest  class  mav  lay,  ami  IVmhi  whence  they  may  proceed  to 
sea  at  dead  low  water;  a  desideratum  not  to  be  fiuiml  at  any  dtlicr  )ia\al  statiim  in  the  United  States. 

It  is  easy  of  access,  with  the  wind  at  any  point  of  lite  cmupass  Irum  suutli  to  west,  or  from  south  to 
east;  and  ships  can  beat  in  on  a  IJnu.l  tide  witli  the  wind  ahead,  or  they  may  (the  distance  being  small,) 
be  towed  in  by  steamboats,  which,  it  is  incsnnied,  will  ere  long  be  an  appendage  to  all  the  stations. 

When  in,  ships  are  safe  from  all  slurins;  the  loss  of  a  vessel  here  by  stress  of  weather  being  a 
circumstance  wholly  unknown. 

It  is  never,  even  in  the  most  intense  cold  of  winter,  obstructed  hj  ice;  and  the  fact  is  remarkable 
that,  for  several  weeks  past,  and  at  the  present  time,  while  all  our  other  naval  ports  are  closed  with  ice, 
this  is  as  free  and  open  as  at  midsunnner. 

It  is  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  from  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  contiguous  coast,  to  blockade  this 
harbor,  as  the  experience  of  two  wars  has  abundantly  shown;  and  it  is  certain  that,  during  the  last  war, 
no  armed  vessel,  either  public  or  privati\  was  prevented  by  the  pr(»sence  of  a  blockading  force  of  the 
eiiemy,  from  proceeding  to  sea;  wliidi  eanin't  \<r  said  df  any  niher  purt. 

ilere,  ship  carpenters  in  any  nnmUiT,  nsnally  wanleil,  can  lie  readily  obtained  upon  an  emergency, 
either  for  repairing  or  building;  tliat  dcscri|ilii)n  ef  artisans  Liein--  more  numerous  in  this,  and  in  the 
neighboring  States  of  Massaclms-tls  and  Maine,  than  any  other  class. 

The  deterioration  in  the  hnlls  ef  ships  is  far  less  here  than  at  the  stations  further  south.  A  difference 
of  twenty-five  per  cent,  in  this  respect  may  be  t-alcnlated  on;  an  important  and  serious  consideration, 
when  vessels-of-war  are,  fur  a  long  time,  laid  np  in  mdinary. 

With  these  facts  and  circnmsiances,  sinmu-  as  they  are  believed  to  be,  and  fully  proved  by  history 
and  experience,  your  memorialists  had  no  doulit  that,  whenever  the  attention  of  government  should  be 
drawn  to  the  construction  u)' dry  docks,  this  wtiuld  bu  one  of  the  points  assigned  for  their  location;  and 
thej^  have  seen,  with  no  small  regret,  that  in  the  late  report  from  the  Navy  Department,  no  appropriation 
is  recommended  for  that  purpose. 

As  a  measure  of  sound  national  policy,  in  reference  to  the  navy,  they  are  of  opinion  that  a  dry  dock 
is  an  indispensably  necessary  appendage  to  every  naval  station,  more  especially,  for  obvious  reasons,  in 
time  of  war,  with  a  view  to  which  all  preparations  of  this  sort  are  doubtless  made;  and  it  would  seem 
strange  that  a  station  possessing  so  many  and  such  prominent  advantages  should  be  overlooked. 

The  considerable  ebb  and  flow  of  the  sea  here,  being  twelve  feet  at  spring  tides,  the  comparative 
cheapness  of  labor,  and  abundance  of  granite  in  the  vicinity,  are  circumstances  that  would  render  it,  in 
the  opinion  of  your  memorialists,  far  less  expensive  to  construct  a  dry  dock  here  than  at  any  other  place 


Your  memorialists,  in  expressing  their  most  earnest  wishes  that  an  appropriation  may  be  made  at 
the  present  session  of  Congress  of  a  sufficient  sum  to  commence  the  construction  of  a  dry  dock  at  this 
station,  are  actuated  by  no  motives  of  a  local  character;  they  consider  the  object  as  highly  important 
and  desirable,  in  a  national  point  of  view,  and  for  the  efEciency  and  future  success  of  that  navy  so  justly 
the  pride  and  boast  of  the  country. 
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ON  THE   EXPEDIENCY  OF   PRESERVING  AND   REARING  OF  LIVE    OAK  TIMBER   FOR  THE 

NAVY. 

COMMUMCATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    FEBRUARY    26,     1827. 

Navy  Department,  January  29,  1827. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  18th,  in  which  you  enclose  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  12th  January,  instructing  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  "to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providng,  by  law,  for  the  more  effectual  preservation  of  the  live  oak  timber 
on  the  public  lands;  and  further,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  forming  plantations  for  the  rearing  of 
live  oak  for  the  future  supply  of  that  timber  for  the  navy  of  the  United  States;  and  also,  to  inform  the 
House  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  measures  have  been  taken  for  the  preservation  of  the  same." 

Your  letter  proposes  two  inquiries: 

1.  The  expediency  or  necessity  of  any  measures  for  carrying  the  object  of  the  resolution  into  effect. 

2.  Any  information  which  may  exist  in  the  Department,  relative  to  anj'  measures  which  have  been 
taken  for  the  preservation  of  the  live  oak  timber  on  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States. 

In  1799,  the  year  succeeding  the  establishment  of  this  Department,  the  importance  of  preserving  this 
timber  was  so  far  correctly  estimated  as  to  occasion  the  passage  of  a  law,  which  authorized  the  President 
to  direct  a  sum,  "not  exceeding  $200,000,"  to  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  growing  or  other  timber,  or 
of  lands  on  which  timber  was  growing,  suitable  for  the  navy,  and  to  cause  the  proper  measures  to  be 
taken  to  have  the  same  preserved  for  the  future  uses  of  the  navy." 

At  that  time,  almost  the  only  valuable  live  oak  within  the  undisputed  limits  of  the  Union  was  grow- 
ing in  the  States  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia.  By  the  subsequent  purchases  of  Louisiana  and  Florida, 
large  tracts  of  land,  on  which  this  kind  of  timber  grows,  were  acquired. 
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Under  the  authority  of  the  law  before  mentioned,  the  President  of  the  United  States,  on  the  19th 
December,  1"99,  purchased  Grovcr's  Island,  containing  350  acres,  for  $7,500;  and  in  Api-il,  1800,  Black- 
beard's  Island,  containing  about  1,600  acres,  for  $15,000;  both  lying  on  the  coast  of  Georgia.  These 
islands  are  still  in  the  possession  of  the  government,  and  have  been  generally  under  the  care  of  an  agent; 
but  the  most  valuable  part  of  the  timber  has  been  removed,  and  they  are  now  of  very  little  importance, 
unless  it  be  for  the  purpose  of  hereafter  planting  and  cultivating  the  live  oak. 

By  a  law  of  the  1st  of  March,  1817,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  was  authorized,  under  the  direction 
of  the  President,  to  appoint  agents  and  a  surveyor,  to  explore  and  select  so  much  of  the  land,  on  which 
live  oak  and  red  cedar  were  produced,  as  would  be  sufficient  for  naval  purposes.  The  President  was 
authorized  to  reserve  the  land  so  selected,  and  penalties  were  provided  for  such  as  cut  and  carried  away 
the  timber  growing  upon  it  or  other  public  lands.  The  duties  of  the  agents  and  surveyor  were,  by  the 
act  of  15th  Alay,  1820,  assigned  to  the  public  surveyors,  and  by  the  law  of  23d  February,  1822,  the 
President  was  directed  to  use  the  land  and  naval  forces,  and  take  other  measures,  for  the  protection  of 
the  timber  on  the  public  lands. 

Under  the  law  of  March,  1817,  two  agents  and  a  surveyor  were  appointed.  They  examined  and 
survej-ed  the  coasts  of  Alabama  and  Louisiana,  and  made  voluminous  reports  of  their  proceedings;  but  it 
does  not  seem  necessary,  nor  would  it  be  possible  to  detail  them  in  this  letter.  They  resulted  in  a 
reservation,  by  the  President,  on  the  29th  February,  1820,  of  several  islands  in  Lake  Chitimaches,  Louisi- 
ana, called  Commissioners,  Cypress  and  Six  Islands,  containing  in  all  about  19,000  acres,  and  supposed 
at  that  time  to  have  upon  them  about  37,000  live  oak  trees,  of  various  sizes,  fit  for  naval  purposes,  a  part 
of  them  difficult  of  approach,  and  some  inaccessible.  Tlie  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  was 
directed  not  to  oifer  these  lands  for  sale.  Other  tracts  wore  fmind  with  similar  quantities  of  timber,  fit 
for  use,  but  not  regarded  as  sufficient  to  justify  a  reservatiuu  uf  them. 

On  the  5th  May,  1821,  an  a.u-ont  was  appointed,  with  a  salary  of  $300,  to  guard  the  pttblic  lands  in 
that  quarter  from  depredatimis,  |u  ascertain  the  names  of  the  persons  residing  on  them,  procure  informa- 
tion of  the  title  by  which  tlirv  pictcinlcd  to  occupy  them,  make  quarterly  reports  of  his  proceedings,  and 
take  the  necessary  legal  moasmi's  to  bring  to  punishment  those  who  committed  trespasses.  No  timber 
has  yet  been  taken  by  the  government  from  these  reserved  lands,  or  any  other  in  Louisiana. 

It  is  believed  that  there  is  much  valuable  timber,  suited  to  the  uses  of  the  navy,  on  the  public  lands 
in  that  State,  but  the  information  in  the  Department  is  not  sufficient  to  designate  it  with  precision.  The 
same  agents  and  surveyor  recommended  the  reservation  of  certain  cedar  lands  in  Alabama;  but  on  appli- 
cation to  the  General  Land  Office,  it  was  found  that  they  had  previously  been  sold.  I  have  been  informed 
by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  that  a  part  of  them  has  since  been  relinquished  bj^  the 
purchasers ;  and  he  has  been  requested  to  reserve  them  from  sale  until  another  examination  can  be  made, 
to  decide  whether  the  timber  still  remains  in  such  a  condition  as  to  make  their  resei'vation  useful  and 
proper. 

By  the  acquisition  of  Florida,  in  the  beginning  of  1821,  large  tracts  of  valuable  timber  were  obtained, 
but  the  uncertainty  which  existed  about  claims,  and  titles  under  grants,  rendered  it  difficult  to  make 
reservation,  or  even  to  prevent  the  cutting  or  carrying  off  the  timber,  without  great  hazard  of  trespass 
upon  individual  rights. 

Under  the  law  of  23d  Felirnary,  1S22,  before  mentioned,  orders  were  given  on  the  9th  ^larch,  in  that 
year,  to  Master  Coniiiiamlant  Eltdii,  cnnimanding  the  brig  Spark,  to  proceed  to  the  St.  John's  river,  and 
prevent  the  cutting  n|'  timl-rr  uimhi  the  imblic  lands,  or  transporting  it  out  of  the  Territory.  Siniihir  orders 
have  been  directed,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  commanders  of  the  few  public  vessels  which  iiave  been 
employed  on  that  coast.  On  the  19th  March,  1824,  the  commanding  officer  of  the  West  India  squadron, 
was  directed  to  send  frequently  one  or  more  of  the  vessels  under  his  command  along  the  coast  of  Florida, 
with  a  view  to  this  object.  The  attention  of  the  officers  in  the  revenue  cutters  has  also  been  called  to 
the  execution  of  this  law.  Whenever,  from  any  source,  information  has  been  received  which  rendered  it 
probable  that  trespasses  were  committed,  such  measures  have  been  taken  as  the  case  seemed  to  require. 

The  length  of  the  coast  of  Florida;  the  number  of  inlets,  rivers,  and  harbors,  in  which  vessels,  load- 
ing with  timber,  can  lie;  the  sparseness  of  the  population;  the  small  number  of  the  public  vessels  or  other 
means  which  could  be  employed  for  the  object;  the  difficulty  of  deciding  whether  the  land  from  which  the 
wood  was  cut  was  public  or  private,  have  conspired  to  prevent  the  execution  of  the  law  from  being,  in 
all  respects,  efficient.  Immense  quantities  of  timber  have  been  taken  away,  probably  more  than  one-half 
which  was  growing  in  positions  easily  approached,  and  on  which,  therefore,  it  was  most  valuable.  The 
greater  part  has,  doubtless,  been  taken  from  lands  claimed  by  individuals,  and  no  accurate  opinion  can 
be  formed  of  the  amount  which  has  been  removed  from  the  public  lands.  Still,  it  is  unquestionable  that 
many  depredations  have  been  committed,  and  the  timber  sold  in  the  West  Indies  and  elsewhere. 

When  the  orders  wei-e  given  to  master  commandant  Elton,  an  agent  was  appointed  to  accompany 
him,  to  examine  the  condition  and  quality  of  the  timber  in  the  Territory,  and  report  the  result  of  his 
observations  to  the  Department.  After  being  sometime  upon  St.  John's,  and  above  Lake  George,  he 
wrote  that  he  "  doubted  whether  there  was  an  acre  of  timbered  land  in  the  province  unclaimed,  and, 
unless  information  could  be  afforded  him  on  the  subject,  he  despaired  of  being  able  to  ascertain  the  fact 
of  there  being  any  such  public  lands,  until  a  tribunal  should  be  erected  to  inquire  into  the  legality  of  the 
innumerable  grants  and  patents  which  were  held  by  individuals."  This  information  could  not,  from  the 
nature  of  the  case,  be  afforded  by  the  Department,  and  his  agency  was,  to  a  great  extent,  unsatisfactory 
and  useless.  A  part  of  the  difficulty  was  removed  by  the  reports  of  the  commissioners  for  ascertaining 
claims  and  titles  to  land  in  Florida,  and  the  Ijtws  which  have  been  passed,  confirming  those  reports. 
With  these  and  other  aids,  a  more  satisfactory  inquiry  could  now  be  made,  and  better  means  are  now 
attainable  to  secure  the  execution  of  the  law. ' 

In  March,  1825,  as  soon  as  it  was  believed  that  circumstances  would  permit  an  examination  in  some 
degree  more  accurate  and  nspfnl  than  the  former,  and  that  better  information  could  be  acquired  respecting 
the  quantity  and  qnaliiy  ol  the  tiniber,  as  well  as  the  depredations  committed  upon  it,  the  subject  was 
agam  brought  to  tbe  nutiee  oj'  the  I'nsident,  and  an  agent  selected,  but  the  purpose  was  not  executed, 
because,  from  the  form  of  the  appropriations,  no  money  could  be  used  for  it,  except  the  general  contingent 
fund  of  five  thousand  dollars,  and  upon  this  there  were  unavoidable  claims,  which  so  far  reduced  it  as  to 
make  it  insufficient  for  this  object. 

As  early,  last  fall,  as  a  proper  regard  for  health  would  permit,  an  agent  was  selected,  and  sent  to  make 
an  examination  of  the  state  of  the  timber  on  the  coasts  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  and  in  Florida. 


1827.]  LIVE    OAK    TIMBER    FOR    THE    NAVY.  49 

SufEcient  time  has  not  yet  elapsed  to  receive  from  iiim  a  full  report  of  his  examination.  He  acts  under 
instructions  of  23d  August  last,  prepared  by  tlie  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  and  is  directed  thoroughly 
to  explore  and  examine  the  lauds  on  which  live  oak  is  growing,  ascertain  its  location,  quantities  and 
qualities,  and  make  detailed  returns,  showing  the  probable  quantity  and  quality,  in  each  place;  tlie 
distance  from  navigable  water,  suited  t.)  cuastiiig  vessels;  slate  uf'roads  and  water  communications; 
probable  expense  per  cul.»ic  foot  of  puttini<-  it  on  boaiil  vessels;  name.,  ofihe  owners;  probable  price  per 
acre  at  which  the  land  coubl  b..  bought;  i>riee  ..f  timber  staiabng;  amount  lit  lor  the  .lifrereut  classes  of 
vessels  in  the  navy;  and,  particubniy,  the  growth  on  the  pnlilie  binds,  and  practicability  of  increasing 
it;  with  other  matters,  useful  in  foiming  opiiii.ms  on  the  whole  subject. 

Partial  reports  only  have  yet  been  received  from  him.  His  liiial  report  will  probably  enable  the 
Executive  to  make  such  reservations  as  are  pr..iier,  nnder  the  law  before  mentioned,  and  will  also  embrace 
other  valuable  information.  .Slionld  lie  fail  in  procuring  all  that  is  desirable,  it  must  be  sought  by  "ther 
agents,  and  from  other  sources.  His  letters  eonlirm  the  faet,  that  tin'  most  \alnaMe  part  of  this  kind  of 
timber  has  been  removed  from  the  whole  eoast,  so  btr  as  he  has  proeeeded.  His  last  eomniunieati<in, 
dated  on  the  St.  John's,  <me  mile  below  Jacksonville,  states  that  '■  the  St.  .lohn's,  up  to  that  point,  together 
with  its  tributary  creeks,  15  miles  up,  is  entirely  cleared.  Live  oak  has,  in  faet,  lieen  a  staple  export. 
The  collector  at  the  Bluff",  informed  (me)  that,  for  the  last  six  or  eight  yiars,  the  number  of  vessels  that 
had  cleared,  loaded  with  it,  had  averaged  150,  not  carrying,  eacli,  less  that  2  OOi)  feet. 

This  calculation  would  make,  in  the  eight  years,  more  than  two  millions  of  feet,  which  have  been 
carried  away  from  that  one  point  of  the  coast.  The  estimate  is  probably  much  too  high,  but  is  sufficiently 
authentic  to  justify  an  inference  that  more  of  this  timber  has  probably  been  consumed  abroad  than  in 
this  country,  and  to  create  great  anxiety  f  U'  the  future. 

The  value  of  this  kind  of  timber  is 'well  known,  and  justly  appreciated;  it  has  latterly  been  used  to 
a  great  extent,  by  our  own  eitizmis,  in  Imilding  steam  and  merchant  and  other  vessels,  and  been  sought, 
at  high  prices,  by  individuals  and  governments  in  other  countries. 

It  is  impossible,  with  the  picsent  light,  to  calculate,  with  any  approach  to  accuracy,  the  amount  that 
has  been  transported  for  sale  aliroad,  the  amount  used  in  our  own  country,  or  the  quantities  still  remain- 
ing, which  the  government  can  proenre  and  control.  Its  great  importance,  however,  to  the  future  wants 
of  our  navy,  justifies  the  declaration  that  it  is  our  duty  to  use  all  the  means  in  our  power  to  obtain, 
preserve,  and  increase  it. 

In  the  present  state  of  this  important  interest,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  to  you  the  following 
measures,  as  proper  to  be  adopted: 

1.  The  purchase  of  such  tracts  of  land  as  are  particularly  valuable.  These  must  be  such  as  have 
the  largest  quantity  of  timber,  and  of  the  best  quality,  on  them,  and  are  situated  upon  or  within  a  short 
distance  of  navigable  water.  It  is  an  extremel}'  heavy  wood,  and  difficult  to  be  managed;  and  if  far 
from  navigable  water,  the  expense  of  transporting  it  would  be  too  gi-eat  to  justify  the  ]uirclias(\ 

2.  Reservations  in  Florida  and  Louisiana,  where  the  situation  of  the  land  and  the  (piantity  and 
quality  of  the  timber  are  suitable.  The  power  to  make  these  reservations  is  supposed  to  be  already  in 
the  Executive;  but  the  means  to  make  the  surveys,  and  to  provide  the  necessary  agencies  to  protect  it 
from  depredations,  require  legislative  provisions. 

3.  Flanting  trees  upon  the  lands  already  owned  by  the  government,  or  such  as  may  be  purchased. 
It  is  probable  that  subsequent  inquiry  will  show  that  no  land  need  be  purchased  f  n-  that  object.  Grover's 
and  131ackbeard's  Islands,  and  the  land  adjoining  the  Navy  yard  at  Pensacola,  with  other  favorable 
positions,  may  be  sufficient.  The  cultivation  and  growth  of  this  timber  are  not  well  understood  by  any 
of  whom  information  has  been  sought;  but  facts  have  been  acquired  wiiiih  justify  the  inferences  that  it 
may  be  cultivated  both  from  the  seed  and  by  transplanting;  that  in  the  early  history  of  Florida  it  was 
cultivated  both  for  ornament  and  use;  that  its  growth,  though  not  very  rapid,  is  hardy;  and  that,  in 
favorable  situations,  it  will  in  fifty  years  be  of  a  sufficient  size  for  many,  perhaps  most,  naval  purposes. 

These  three  measures  look  to  the  benefit  of  the  service  at  a  distant  period;  but  it  is  necessary  to 
provide  for  more  immediate  wants,  and  therefore, 

4.  Provision  should  be  made  for  the  purchase  of  large  quantities  of  timber,  fitted  to  repair  or 
rebuild  each  class  of  our  vessels.  Tlie  owners  of  the  timber  will  sell  to  any  one  who  will  give  the  best 
price  for  it;  and  if  they  do  not  sell,  IIh'v  will  ihstroy  it,  fir  the  purpose  of  promoting  their  agricultural 
interest.     There  is  no  mode  of  securing  it  from  this  fate  but  purchasing  it  by  the  government. 

The  reasons  in  favor  of  this  measure  need  not  b(^  minutely  urged.  It  will  secure  to  us  a  valuable 
article,  which  would  otherwise  be  destro^'cd,  or  find  its  way  to  other  countries,  and  return  to  us  in  a 
shape  most  calculated  to  make  us  feel  the  want  of  the  foresight  we  exhibit.  It  will  lay  up  an  article 
which  may  be  perfectly  preserved  for  many  years,  and  grow  better  as  it  becomes  older  and  more 
thoroughly  seasoned.  The  timber  laid  up  under  the  law  of  1199  was  used  long  afterwards,  and  found  as 
permanent  and  valuable  as  any  ever  used  in  the  navy.  It  will  provide  in  peace  an  article  which  it 
is  difficult,  and  almost  impossible,  to  procure  in  war,  especially  in  such  a  war  as  is  most  likely  to  be 
encountered  by  us — a  war  with  a  nation  having  a  powerful  military  marine.  The  transportation  of 
timber  at  such  a  time  to  any  of  our  navy  yards,  except  perhaps  that  of  Pensacola,  would  be  attended 
with  immense  hazard  and  "expense.  We  should  be  compelled  to  rely  on  inferior  materials,  and  suffer 
severely  the  consequences  of  our  neglect.  This  measure,  therefore,  seems  to  be  justified  both  by 
expediency  and  economy. 

The  amount  which  ought  to  be  bought  and  stored,  refers  itself  to  legislative  discretion.  Any 
amount  short  of  that  which  would  be  sufficient  to  rebuild  the  whole  navy,  might  be  prudently  and  wisely 
authorized,  provided  the  means  for  purchase  are  conveniently  at  hand.  There  would  seem  to  be  no 
danger  of  erring  on  that  side,  because  it  may  now  be  bought  at  cheaper  rates  than  it  will  be  several  years 
hence,  and,  if  properly  treated,  will  not  decay  or  deteriorate. 

It  requires  about  34,000  cubical  feet  to  build  a  ship  of  the  line,  23,000  to  build  a  frigate  of  the  first 
class,  and  8,000  to  build  a  sloop-of-war,  of  the  size  of  those  now  building.  It  would,  therefore,  take 
about  927,000  feet  to  rebuild  twelve  ships  of  the  line,  seventeen  frigates  of  the  first  class,  and  sixteen 
sloops-of-war;  and  12,000  feet  for  each  steam  frigate  that  may  be  authorized. 

What  quantity  would  be  required  for  repairing,  until  it  would  be  necessary  to  rebuild  them,  cannot 
safely  be  the  subject  even  of  a  guess. 
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Many  of  the  facts  detailed,  and  the  remarks  made  in  this  letter,  apply  also  to  red  cedar,  and  other 
woods  which  are  used  in  building  our  public  ships.  ,.,      f,u        +    i.    i  -^ 

The  reservations  of  the  lands  on  which  they  grow,  and  the  purchase  of  a  quantity  of  them,  to  be  laid 
up  for  future  use,  would  also  be  proper.  cnrTW  \  T?n 

I  am,  respectfully,  &c.,  SAMUEL  L.  SOLTHARD. 

Hon.  Henry  R.  Storrs,  Cairman  of  the  Naval  Committee,  House  of  Representatwes. 


Ln-  the  House  of  Representatives,  January  12,  1821. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  White, 

JRe.-soIved  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afitiirs  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providino-,  by  law,  fur  the  more  eifectual  preservation  of  the  live  oak  timber  on  the  public  lands;  and 
further  tt)  iiuiuiic' into  the  expediency  of  forming  plantations  for  the  rearing  of  live  oak  for  the  future 
supply 'of  that  timber  for  the  navy  of  the  United  States.  ,         ^        , 

And  also  inform  this  House  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  measures  have  been  taken  for  the 
preservation  of  the  same.  ,Tr.r.T  ^ot-t^    m    i 

Attest-  ^^-  ^^-  tJLAIR  CLARKE,  Clerk. 


House  of  Representatives,  January  18,  1827. 
Sir:  The  Committe  on  Naval  Affairs  have  instructed  me  to  refer  to  the  Department  of  the  Navy  the 
enclosed  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  for  obtaining  the  opinion  of  that  Department,  on  the 
subject  of  the  said  resolution,  in  respect  to  the  necessity  or  expediency  of  any  measures  which  may  be 
suggested  by  the  Department  for  carrying  into  effect  its  object. 

Tliey  have  also  instructed  me  to  request  the  communication  of  any  information,  which  may  exist  in 
that  Department,  relative  to  any  measures  which  may  have  been  taken  for  the  preservation  of  the.  live  oak 
timber  on  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States;  a  subject  to  which  the  attention  of  the  committee  is 
referred  by  the  latter  clause  of  the  resolution. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  R.  STORRS, 
Chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee  of  House  of  Representatives. 
Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  the  Navy. 


20th  Congress.]  No.    do  J.  [1st  Session. 

ANNUAL  REPORT   OF   THE   SECRETARY   OF  THE   NAVY,   SHOWING   THE   CONDITION   OF 
THE  NAVY  IN  THE  YEAR  1827. 

COMIIUNICATED,    WITH    THE    PRESIDENT'S    MESSAGE,    DECEMBER    4,    1827. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  respectfully  makes  the  following  report: 

The  vessels  in  commission  during  the  past  year  have  been  employed  in  the  manner  exhibited  in  the 
last  annual  report. 

The  duties  assigned  to  the  officers  have  been  performed  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Department,  and 
no  occurrences  on  board  the  ships  call  for  particular  notice. 

The  several  squadrons  have  been  as  free  as  usual  from  disease.  Paper  A  shows  the  deaths,  resig- 
nations, and  dismissions  which  have  taken  place. 

Essential  service  has  been  rendered  to  our  commercial  and  our  political  relations  by  the  squadron  in 
the  Mediterranean  under  the  command  of  Commodore  Rodgers.  Although  the  war  in  the  Archipelago 
continues,  with  an  increasing  relaxation  of  discipline  and  control  over  the  vessels  of  one  of  the  contend- 
ing parties,  and  difiBculties  have  existed  between  one  or  more  of  the  Barbary  States  and  some  of  the 
powers  of  Europe,  yet  the  presence  and  activity  of  our  vessels  of  war,  under  the  skillful  direction  of 
the  commander,  have  protected  our  numerous  merchant  vessels  and  our  growing  commerce  from  serious 
interruption.  The  force  should  not  be  diminished,  and  no  change  is  designed  by  the  Department,  except 
in  the  vessels.  The  squadron  will  this  year  consist  of  the  Delaware,  Java,  Lexington,  Warren  and  Por- 
poise, and  will  be  commanded  by  Captain  Crane. 

No  piracies  have  been  committed  in  the  West  Indies.  The  prudent  and  active  application  of  our 
small  force  has  accomplished  all  that  was  anticipated  from  it.  Captain  Ridgely  continues  in  command 
there. 

The  causes  which  induced  the  government  to  order  the  squadron  to  the  coasts  of  Brazil  and  Buenos 
-  'Ayres,  still  exist.  The  Cyane  has  returned,  and  a  relief  for  the  Macedonian  must  be  sent  in  the  course 
of  next  summer,  but  the  force  will  not  be  diminished.  Some  of  our  merchant  vessels  on  that  coast  have 
been  captured,  and  otherwise  interrupted,  for  real  or  pretended  violations  of  blockades  and  of  the  laws 
oi  the  country.  A  part  of  thein  have  been  released  upon  the  application  and  remonstrances  of  our  naval 
officers,  whose  skill,  industry  and  zeal  have  been  commendable.  Captain  Biddle  continues  in  command 
there. 

A  number  of  our  seamen  have  been  found  in  a  state  of  distress  on  that  station,  and  some  in  other 
parts  of  South  America;  having  been  thrown  out  of  the  foreign  employment  into  whifch  they  had  entered. 
In  many  cases  their  distresses  have  been  relieved,  and  the  means  afforded  of  reaching  their  homes.     It 
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has  been  the  policy  of  the  govornnieiit,  seconded  by  onr  officers,  to  treat  them  witli  kindness,  and  induce 
them  cheerfully  to  return  to  tliis  cnunlry,  wIhmc  llicir  scrviers  arc  alwavs  useful. 

In  tile  J'a'eilic,  the  s.|uadnm  laicly  ,'oniinaii<lr,l  l,y  Capiain  liiill,  a'n.l  al  present  by  Captain  Jones, 
has  aflbrded  all  the  iimtc-lioii  wliicli  iIh'  snialliicss  ..f  iis  fmv,.,  its  iniinciisr  distance  from  this  country, 
and  the  nature  of  the  iiavi-^itiun  on  thr  wcsicri.  euasls  of  .^outli  Aiurrira,  would  permit.  Until  within 
the  last  eig-hteen  months  its  o)M'ialiniis  liaM-  heen  confined,  almust  cntiirly,  \n  the  nci-iilinrlKMid  of  Cliili 
and  Peru,  where  the  war,  then  cxisiinu-  Ix'twreii  those  countries  and  S|iaiii.  rciidcicd  its  pii'scncc  nrces- 
sary.  That  war  has  termiiiatod,  l.iit  the  nc.vssity  for  a  small  force  there  still  cuntinu.'s,  and  the  wants 
of  our  commerce  in  other  parts  of  ihc  Pacific  call  for  its  increase. 

In  the  original  instructions  to  Captain  Hull,  he  was  directed,  when  his  presence  on  the  coast  could 
be  dispensed  with,  to  visit  the  Sandwich  Islands,  to  ))rotect  our  interests  and  acquire  information  respect- 
ing our  comiiKMve  in  that  quarter.  Siilisei|uent  (U'der.s  to  the  same  effect  were  given,  and  particular 
objects  reconnriended  to  his  attention.  His  duties  not  permitting  him  to  be  absent,  he  intrusted  to  other 
officers  under  his  command  the  ...x.M'ution  of  those  orders. 

Lieutenant  Percival  was  sent  in  the  Dolphin  to  the  Mulgrave  Islands  in  search  of  the  mutineers  of 
the  ship  Globe,  with  instructions,  after  accomplishing  that  specific  duty,  to  visit  the  Sandwich  and 
Society  Islands  and  the  coast  ot  California.  He  was  successful  in  discovering  two  of  the  crew  of  the 
Globe,  who  alone  remained  upon  the  island,  and  they  were  brought  to  the  United  States  and  surrendered 
to  the  civil  authority,  but  weic  ]inibably  among  the  least  criminal  of  the  mutineers.  He  also  visited  the 
other  places  ]iointi'd  out  in  his  insti  uctions. 

At  a  subsc(|uent  period,  .Master  Commandant  Jones,  in  the  Peacock,  passed  over  a  part  of  the  same 
route,  and  obtained  much  valuable  information  in  relation  to  our  commerce,  and  made  arrangements  with 
the  governments  existing  in  some  of  the  Society  and  Sandwich  Islands,  from  which  it  is  hoped  security 
and  advantage  will  result  to  our  vessels  visiting  them  either  for  rcli<'slinient  or  trade. 

These  cruises  have  confirmed  the  opinion  which  dictated  the  (uiginal  instructions  to  Captain  Hull. 

Our  commerce  in  that  ocean  is  augmenting  with  great  rapidity.  During  the  past  year  not  less  than 
five  millions  of  American  property  and  2,000  seamen  were  in  the  single  port  of  Honolula,  being  drawn 
there  for  traffic,  refreshment,  or  repairs.  The  multiplied  difficulties  to  which  they  are  subjected  by  the 
nature  of  their  employment,  and  the  character  of  the  peo])le  and  governments  of  the  islands,  demand  an 
effort  on  our  part  to  afford  efficient  protection  to  tlaan.  .\t  least  four  vessels  of  res|iectaMe  size  ought 
to  be  constantly  in  the  Pacific,  and  the  (listaiice  from  the  I'liiied  Si.ites  renders  this  impossible,  unless 
six  vessels  in  commission  be  devoted  to  that  object.  With  this  number,  and  by  a  proper  arrangement  in 
sending  them  out,  alternately  by  Cape  Horn  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  large  beiielits  would  l)e  secured. 
This  number,  however,  cannot  be  so  employed,  unless  the  vessels  in  commission  l>e  inci-eased. 

Master  Commandant  Jones  was  instructed  to  endeavor  to  relieve  these  islands  from  American  seamen 
who  had  improperly  deserted  from  whaling  and  other  vessels  and  taken  refuge  there,  to  the  annoyance 
not  only  of  the  people,  but  to  the  injury  of  our  own  citizens;  to  make  arrangements  by  which  such  deser- 
tions might  be  prevented,  and,  if  possible,  to  secure  certain  debts  due  to  our  citizens  by  the  people  and 
government.  It  is  hoped  that  he  was  successful  in  these  objects,  and  that  many  inconveniences  to  our 
whaling  and  other  vessels  will  be  hereafter  in  some  degree  avoided.  The  sailors  were  removed  from 
the  islands  by  being  induced  to  enter  either  on  board  the  Peacock  or  some  other  ship  which  was  in  want 
of  their  services. 

The  report  of  Master  Connnandant  Jones,  upon  the  subjects  confided  to  him,  is  too  voluminous  to  be 
annexed  to  this  report. 

In  directing  the  movements  of  our  squadron  in  the  Pacific,  great  difficulty  is  encountered  from  the 
immense  distance  and  the  impossibility  of  regular  and  speedy  communication  with  it.  It  is,  therefore, 
proper  again  to  advert  to  the  establishment  of  a  regular  passage  and  communication  through  the  Isthmus 
of  Panama,  which  has  heretoiore  been  urged  in  more  than  one  annual  report,  and  on  which  a  detailed 
statement  was  made  to  the  Naval  Committee,  in  January,  1826,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  22d  December  preceding.  It  would  produce  a  saving  of  money,  facility  in  directing 
the  operations  of  our  force,  comfort  and  convenience  to  our  officers,  and  its  effects  on  the  commerce  of  the 
country  would  be  salutary.  Cheap  as  the  operation  might  be  made,  simple  and  unostentatious  as  the 
plan  is,  it  would  go  far  to  effect  a  change  in  our  commercial  transactions  with  the  Pacific  ocean  and  Chi- 
nese sea,  and  be  the  avenue  through  which  a  large  amount  of  the  precious  metals  would  find  their  way 
to  this  country. 

Lieutenant  McKeever,  in  the  schoon(>r  Shark,  left  New  York  on  the  24th  July  for  a  cruise  among  the 
fisheries  to  the  north,  and  to  look  after  and  luotei't  om-  intei-osts  in  that  ipiarter.  He  returned  on  the  6th 
October,  having  accomplished  satislactoiily  the  objects  of  his  ciiiise.  His  report  is  annexed,  marked  B. 
The  benefits  heretofore  resulting  from  the  annual  vi.sits  of  our  armed  vessels  to  the  fisheries  indicate  clear- 
ly the  duty  of  continuing  the  practice. 

Lieutenant  Norris,  in  the  schooner  Shark,  visited  the -agency  at  Mesurado  in  January  last,  to  render 
to  it  such  assistance  as  its  situation  should  require.  His  report  is  annexed,  C.  Occasional  visits  of  our 
armed  vessels  to  this  agency,  while  in  its  pi-esent  state,  will  be  useful;  but  as  one  of  those  attached  to 
the  West  India  squadron  can  be  spared  for  that  object,  no  other  need  be  commissioned,  unless  it  should 
be  the  will  of  Congress  to  devote  one  or  more,  exclusively,  to  cruise  in  connection  with  it  and  the  sup- 
pression of  the  slave  trade. 

The  state  of  the  agency  is  as  favorable  as  could  have  been  anticipated.  Buildings  and  improvements  are 
very  nearly  completed,  which  will  be  sufficient  to  receive  and  acconunodate  150  Africans,  which  is  as 
many  as  will  probably  be  recaptured  at  any  one  time.  Those  who  have  been  sent,  previous  to  the  present 
year,  have  ceased  to  be  an  expense  to  the  government,  and  are  now  in  a  comfortable  situation,  capable  of 
taking  care  of  themselves,  and  ac(|niring  |)idperty  and  respectability  among  those  of  their  own  color,  and 
in  their  native  land.  During  the  past  smnmer  142  were  sent  from  Savannah  to  the  agency.  They  were 
brought  into  Georgia  in  the  year  1820,  in  the  General  Ramirez,  and  have  been,  from  that  time  to  the  last 
spring,  in  the  course  of  litigation,  and  at  a  great  expense  to  the  government.  As  soon  as  the  Department 
was  authorized  to  take  charge  of  and  remove  them,  measures  were  taken  for  that  purpose.  They  were 
received  at  the  agency  and  disposed  of  in  such  a  way  that  they  will  occasion  very  little  expense  for  the 
first  six  months,  and  none  afterwards.  It  m.iy  now  be  confidentlj^  asserted  that  the  principal  cost  in  the 
establishment  of  this  agency  has  been  encounti  red.  and  that  whenever,  in  the  execution  of  the  laws,  Afri- 
cans shall  be  recaptured  it  will  be  in  the  power  of  the  government  to  place  tliem  at  the  agency  at  a  sum 
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not  exceediiia-  $25  each.  After  their  arrival  the  expense  will  be  small,  and  not  continue  longer  than  six, 
or  at  most  nine  months.  The  object  of  the  laws  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade  has  been  in  this 
respect,  accomplished,  and  the  effects  on  the  trade  itself  will  be  salutary.  t  will  be  pei-ceived  by  the 
report  of  Lieutenant  Norris  that  it  is  nearly  extinct  in  the  neighborhood  of  Mesurado;  and  it  the  cruisers 
of  our  own  and  other  governments  are  vigilant,  a  check  may  be  given  to  it  everywhere,  and  perhaps  its 
existence  destroyed.  ,  .  ,      ,         ,,  ■       u-  u  ..u  i       i 

Annexed  are  certain  papers,  marked  D,  which  show  the  manner  in  which  the  agency  has  been  con- 
ducted the  amount  of  money  which  has  been  expended  upon  it  during  the  year,  the  present  state  of  the 
ainirdp'riation  and  an  estimate  of  the  funds  necessary  for  its  support.  The  "  act  in  addition  to  the  acts 
prohibitin<'-  the  slave  trade,"  and  appropriating  $100,000,  was  passed  3d  March,  1819.  Subsequent 
appropriations  have  been  made  for  the  same  object,  and  the  whole  amount  expended  upon  it  is  $185,- 
140  12 

It  has  been  customary  with  the  Department  for  two  or  three  years  past  to  direct  the  attention  of  our 
commanding  officers  abroad  to  the  piupiicty  of  adding  something  t<.  the  agricnltnral,  while  they  were 
protecting  tlie  commercial  interest  of  the  niiticn,  hy  pi-ncunng  iiiferniiitn.n  rcs],eetiiig  valuable  animals, 
seeds,  and  plants,  and  importing  snel,  as  they  o.iil.l  eniiveniently,  w.th.mt  inattenthu.  to  their  more 
appropriate  duties.  Very  few  of  them  have  returned  withent  snme  valuable  in.pnrtatinns  of  the  kind. 
More  precise  and  detailed  instructions  have,  under  your  directions  and  m  connection  with  the  Ireasury 
Department,  been  prepared,  and  will  hereafter  be  given  to  each  officer  who  commands  a  vessel  in  commis- 
sion. The  most  beneficial  results  are  anticipated  from  this  course;  and  will  certainly  be  produced,  so  far 
as  they  are  practicable,  by  the  inilivi(bial  exertions  of  the  officers,  there  being  no  appropriation  out  of 
which  any  money  can  lie  taken  lor  so  (lesiralile  an  object.  _  ....„,  .      , 

From  this  rapid  rtview  of  the  enii)loynients  of  our  naval  force  ni  commission,  it  will  be  perceived 
that  it  cannot  with  propriety  be  dimini.slied,  if  regard  be  paid  to  our  commercial  and  other  interests.  And 
when  to  this  consideration  is  added  the  necessity  of  active  employment  to  our  officers  and  men,  to  prepare 
them  for  the  duties  which  a  state  of  unfriendly  relations  with  other  powers  may  impose,  it  is  presumed 
no  objection  will  be  made  to  the  estimates  for  the  year,  which  have  been  formed  upon  the  existing  state 
of  the  service,  and  are  annexed  to  this  report,  marked  E. 

The  amount  estimated  is  $3,043,691.15.  Last  year  it  was  $3,014,802.92.  In  the  present  estimates, 
however,  there  is  embraced  an  item  of  $201,350,  for  the  completion  and  equipment  of  the  ten  sloops-of- 
war  authorized  to  be  built  by  the  law  of  3d  March,  1825,  and  which  will  be  prepared  for  sea  in  the  course 
of  this  year.  This  sum  is  not  properly  chargeable  to  the  current  expenses  of  the  navy,  and  when  it  is 
deducted,  the  present  estimates  will  be  found  to  be  $n2,455.17  less  than  the  1  st.  They  embrace  the 
support  of  the  several  naval  establishments  on  shore,  and  preservation  of  the  ships  in  ordinary — of  one 
ship  of  the  line,  six  frigates,  twelve  sloops,  and  four  schooners  in  commission,  and,  with  a  small  increase, 
the  number  of  officers  now  in  service. 

It  is  presumed  that  the  number  of  naval  establishments  will  not  be  diminished.  Although  it  is  mani- 
festly the  true  policy,  so  far  as  economy  and  efficiency  are  concerned,  to  limit,  as  far  as  possible,  the 
num"ber  of  our  large  dock  yards,  at  which  every  species  of  labor  connected  with  our  shipping  is  to  be 
performed;  yet  other  considerations  have  heretofore  operated,  and  will  doubtless  continue  to  operate,  to 
keep  up  the  number  now  in  existence.  They  have,  therefore,  been  embraced  in  the  estimates.  Of  the 
vessels  proposed  to  be  kept  in  eommission,  none  can  with  propriety  be  dispensed  with. 

The  small  addition  to  tlie  niunlier  of  our  officers  arises  from  what  is  supposed  to  be  the  absolute 
necessity  of  the  service.  It  is  on(>  oi'  abs(Mice,  privation  and  exposure.  In  such  a  service,  it  must  always 
be  expected  that  about  one-third  or  one-fourth  will  be  unable  to  attend  to  active  duty.  Sickness,  and 
other  causes,  will  always  operate  to  that  extent,  and  when  this  deduction  is  made,  it  will  be  found  that 
several  of  our  classes  of  officers  are  too  small.  This  is  especially  the  case  in  the  medical  bi-anch;  for 
with  every  exertion  which  the  Department  could  make,  it  has  sometimes  happened,  during  the  past  as  in 
former  years,  that  sufficient  medical  aid  could  not  be  afforded  to  all  our  vessels  while  at  sea,  and  to  all 
(Air  estalilishments  on  shore. 

The  lonu  of  the  estimates  is  such  as  the  decisions  of  Congress  require.  There  are  one  or  two  points 
in  reference  to  them,  however,  which  it  is  proper  again  to  notice,  inasmuch  as  they  continue  to  operate 
with  severity,  and  occasion  not  only  inconvenience  but  loss  of  public  money. 

1st.  The  estimates  and  appropriations  are  made  for  the  year  commencing  and  ending  on  the  first 
January.  The  ai)i>ropriation  laws  are  never  passed  until  after  that  period.  The  Department  is,  therefore, 
left,  sometimes  foi-  six  weeks  or  two  months,  without  funds  for  the  use  of  the  navy.  Were  our  ships, 
officers,  and  miii  \\itlii]i  the  country,  this  circumstance,  although  very  injurious,  would  be  less  felt;  but 
as  they  are  absent,  at  great  distances,  it  creates  serious  inconvenience,  and  sometimes  loss  of  both  credit 
and  money.  They  must  have  funds  for  their  support,  and  must  therefore  procure  them,  if  they  can,  by 
drawing  bills  upon  the  Department,  and  these  are  sometimes  protested  for  want  of  the  means  of  payment. 
The  consequences  are  too  palpable  to  require  comment.  The  remedy  is  simple:  to  make  the  appropria- 
tion, in  the  first  instance,  for  a  year  and  a  quarter,  and  let  those  for  subsequent  years  commence  on  the 
1st  April.  Should  this  plan  be  approved  and  adopted  by  Congress,  an  addition  of  one-fourth  must  be 
made  to  the  estimates  for  the  quarter  ending  on  the  1st  April,  1829.  All  subsequent  appropriations 
would  be  for  a  year  only. 

2d.  Specific  sums  are  appropriated  for  specific  objects,  which  is  undoubtedly  the  best  and  safest 
mode;  but  the  form  in  which  it  is  done  creates  difficulty  The  estimates  are  made  by  the  Navy  Com- 
missioners, with  all  the  skill  and  accuracy  which  experience  and  intelligence  can  give,  and  the  amount 
which  will  probably  be  wanted  for  each  object  of  pay,  subsistence,  &c.,  is  stated.  But  it  is  impossible 
to  estimate  these  things  with  the  precision  which  can  readily  be  secured,  wliere  the  expenditure  is  to  be 
made  in  our  own  country,  and  under  the  more  inmiediate  control  of  the  Department.  Hence  it  is  found 
that,  although  the  appropriation  is  sufficient  for  the  general  object,  there  is  sometimes  a  surplus  under 
one  head  and  a  deficiency  under  another.  Aware  that  this  difficulty  would  occur.  Congress,  by  the  laws 
of  3d  March,  1809,  and  1st  May,  1820,  authorized  the  President  to  make  transfers,  under  a  few  enume- 
rated items.  These  items  have  been  since  changed  in  the  appropriation  laws,  and  the  power  of  transfer 
thereby  rendered  useless.  This  inconvenience  is  increased  by  the  fact  that  a  large  portion  of  the  money 
is  drawn  for  and  expended  by  pursers  and  navy  agents  abroad,  who  are  often  unavoidably  ignorant  of 
the  terms  of  the  law  under  which  the  expenditure  is  to  be  made;  and  therefore  draw  and  expend  the 
money  under  one  item,  when  they  should  do  it  under  another.     As  an  example:   they  draw,  under  pay  of 
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the  navy,  whatevei'  is  to  be  paid  to  the  officers  and  men,  although  a  hirge  portion  of  it  is  for  their  pro- 
visions and  subsistence,  and  is  estimated  for  under  those  heads.  The  head  of  pay  is  consequently 
exhausted  before  the  end  of  the  year;  that  of  provisions  is  not:  so  of  other  items — and  there  is  no 
remedy.  The  President  cannot  make  a  transfer,  founded  on  the  knowledge  that  this  unavoidaliie  error 
has  been  conmiitted,  nor  can  tlie  accounting  officer,  from  the  absence  of  the  agent,  correct  it  in  season  in 

It  is  respectfully  submitted  that  a  remedy  may  be  found,  without  hazarding  the  proper  expenditures 
of  fjublic  money,  by  one  of  two  modes:  1st.  Authorizing  the  President  to  make,  in  writing,  transfers 
from  and  to  certain  enumerated  items,  so  as  to  effect  the  object  wliicli  ('(iiii;rcss  had  in  passing  the  laws 
of  3d  March,  1809,  and  1st  May,  1820:  or,  2d.  By  requiring  the  rsiimalcs  tn  be  made,  as  they  now  are, 
for  each  specific  item,  so  that  their  propriety  can  be  reailily  tested  byCcmgress,  but  embracing  the 
amount  of  several  of  them  under  one  head,  in  the  appropriation  bills.  The  annual  examination,  by  the 
committee  of  Congress,  into  the  expenditures  of  the  navy,  would  still  be  made  with  equal  ease,  and 
afford  equal  security. 

There  is  another  evil  which  dijty  requires  should  be  brought  to  vftur  notice.  By  a  rigid  enforcement 
of  the  law,  the  disbursing  officers  within  the  I'luteil  States  are  eenipelleil  t<i  make  periodical  settlements; 
and,  so  far  as  they  expend  the  public  ninney,  the  aeeuuntiiiL^'  ilepaitineiits  can  furnish  statements,  showing 
whether  it  has  been  properly  exjiended,  and  whetlier  the  aii|ir(>priati(>ns  have  been  sufficient  for  the 
objects.  But  this  is  not  the  case  with  the  large  number  of  disbursing  officers  who  are  out  of  the  United 
States,  and  who  are  often  absent  two  or  three  years,  at  the  distance  of  thousands  of  miles  In  their 
absence  their  accounts  cannot  be  settled,  nor  can  it  be  known  whether  they  have  expended  the  money 
properly,  or  the  appropriations  of  the  year  are  exhausted.  From  tlie  same,  and  dther  causes,  many 
claims  upon  the  Department,  by  individuals,  are  not,  and  cannot  be,  juesenteil  williin  the  year,  ll  neces- 
sarily results  that  when  the  accounts  of  a  particular  year  are  scttleil,  there  are  sometimes  delieieneies  and 
sometimes  a  surplus  in  those  items  which  are  appropriated  for  certain  objects,  "  and  I'ur  no  otlier  object 
or  purpose  whatever."  Confusion  and  want  of  accuracy,  and  sometimes  want  of  means  for  the  payment 
of  claims,  are  the  consequences,  creating  both  public  and  private  inconvenience. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  heretofore  proposed  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  now 
respectfully  suggests,  two  plans  to  obviate  the  inconvenience.-  One  is,  an  appropriation  for  arrearages 
for  the  service  generally,  as  was  done  last  year  for  the  navy,  and  has  been  done  for  many  years  in  the 
War  Department.  To  this  end  an  item  of  $15,000  has  been  added  in  the  estimates.  The  other  is,  to 
incorporate  into  the  appropriation  bill  a  provision,  that  the  balances  of  the  several  items,  which  remain 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  constitute  an  aggregate  fund  for  the  payment  of  such  arrearages  in  the  naval 
service  as  may  be  due  and  unsatisfied  at  tliat  time. 

This  provision,  it  is  believed,  would  be  sufficient  to  enable  the  Department  to  meet  the  calls,  public 
and  private,  upon  the  service;  save  great  vexation  to  individuals;  secure  more  precision  and  certainty  in 
the  settlement  of  accounts,  and,  at  the  end  of  the  limitation  of  the  two  years  required  by  law,  the  balance 
would  be  passed,  as  it  now  is,  to  the  surplus  fund. 

In  the  expenditure  of  the  appropriations  of  the  year,  so  far  as  the  Department  is  informed,  there  has 
been  no  loss  or  defalcation.  The  disbursing  officers  have  exhibited  punctuality  and  faithfulness,  and  as 
much  accuracy  as  the  circumstances  before  alluded  to  would  permit. 

Under  the  appropriation  made  in  1826  for  a  survey  "to  ascertain  the  prnrtical  facilities  of  Baltimore, 
Savannah,  Brunswick,  and  Beaufort,  for  naval  purposes,"  that  of  Baltimnre  was  e(ini|ileted  before  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  and  the  result  communicated  in  answer  to  a  resolutiim  nf  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. Since  that  time  surveys  of  Brunswick  and  Savannah  have  been  made  by  Lieutenant  Stockton,  and 
his  report  is  in  the  Department.  The  time  necessarily  occupied  in  them  rendered  it  impossible  to  complete 
that  of  Beaufort  during  the  spring  and  summer,  without  great  hazard  to  the  officers  and  men,  the  health 
of  several  of  them  having  suffered  before  that  of  Savannah  was  ended.  It  is  now  in  progress,  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  same  officer,  and  will  be  finished  without  delay,  when  the  whole  will  be  ready  to 
be  communicated  to  Congress.  These  surveys  have  been  made  by  competent  officers,  and  will  furnish 
s>ifficient  information  to  decide  how  far  those  places  affi)rd  "  practical  facilities  for  naval  purposes." 
They  are,  however,  unavoidably  incomplete.  The  time  within  which  it  was  supposed  desirable  to  make 
them,  and  the  means  granted  by  the  appropriation,  did  not  permit  them  to  be  so  made  as  to  furnish 
perfect  surveys  and  charts  of  those  harbors.  Nor  can  such  surveys  be  made  without  the  aid  of  the 
means  contemplated  by  the  act  of  10th  February,  1807,  "to  provide  for  surveying  the  coasts  of  the 
United  States." 

The  report  of  the  Navy  Conmiissioners,  under  the  law  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  nav-y,  is  annexed, 
marked  F. 

Under  the  second  section  of  the  "  act  for  the  gradual  improvement  of  the  navy,"  passed  at  the  last 
session,  contracts  have  been  made  for  the  frames  of  five  ships  of  the  line,  five  frigates,  and  five  sloops-of- 
war.     (See  letter  .F.) 

Under  the  authority  vested  in  the  Executive,  reservations  of  land  have  been  made  in  Louisiana  and 
Alabama,  and  of  a  tract  adjoining  the  Navy  yard  at  Pensacola.  Orders  have  been  given  to  the  command- 
ant of  the  yard  to  plant  live  oak  on  the  latter.  An  examination  of  the  coasts  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia, 
and  Florida,  as  far  south  as  Mosquito  inlet,  has  been  made,  with  a  view  to  the  purchase  and  reservation 
of  land  having  timber  upon  it.  Much  less  was  found  than  had  been  previously  hoped  for.  Orders  have 
also  been  given,  and  are  in  course  of  execution,  for  the  exan)ination  of  the  west  coast  of  Florida.  It 
is  manifest,  from  the  information  already  obtained,  that  we  shall  be  obliged  to  plant  extensive  tracts  of 
land  with  the  live  oak,  or  that  we  shall,  after  a  few  years,  be  deprived  of  this  most  valuable  timber  for 
tiie  uses  of  the  navy. 

The  fourth  section  of  the  act  referred  to  authorizes  the  President  "to  cause  to  be  constructed  two 
dry  docks  for  the  use  of  the  navy — the  one  to  the  south,  the  other  to  the  north,  of  the  Potomac."  The 
two  sites  selected  are  at  the  Navy  yards  at  Gosport,  in  Virginia,  and  Charlestown,  in  Massachusetts. 
Loammi  Baldwin,  Esq.,  was  appointed  the  engineer  to  superintend  the  construction  of  the  docks.  Con- 
tracts for  a  large  portion  of  the  labor  and  materials  for  both  have  been  made,  and  the  work  at  Charlestown 
commenced.  That  at  Gosport  will  be  commenced  in  a  short  time.  Attention  has  been  paid  to  the 
direction  of  the  law  respecting  the  marine  railway  at  Pensacola,  but  the  situation  of  the  navy  yard  and 
improvements,  with  other  causes,  have  prevented  a  decision  upon  the  subject. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  last  summer,  a  board  of  officers,  composed  of  Captains  Bainbridge,  Ohauncey 
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and  Morris,  was  directed  "to  examine  thoroughly  all  the  navy  yards,  and  prepare  plans  for  their  improve- 
ment and  the  preservation  of  the  public  property  therein,"  which  might  he  submitted  to  the  President 
for  his  sanction.  These  officers  have  devoted  to  this  object  as  large  a  portion  of  their  time  as  could  be 
spared  from  their  other  urgent  duties,  and  have  made  some  progress.  The  whole  will  be  completed  in 
tiie  cimrse  of  the  winter,  dr  early  in  the  spring;  and,  from  wliat  has  already  been  done,  entire  confidence 
is  felt  tiiat  such  plans  will  be  prepared  and  sancti(med  as  will  greatly  promote  the  public  interest,  ren- 
der our  navy  and  dock  yards  such  as  the  interest  of  the  nation  demands,  and  prevent  an  unnecessary 
and  wasteful  expenditure  of  the  public  money.  No  law  which  has  been  passed,  since  that  for  the 
gradual  increase  of  the  navy,  has  had  a  more  salutary  influence  upon  its  interests  than  the  one  of  which 
this  provision  forms  a  part. 

A  report  of  the  expenditures  under  this  act,  and  the  "measures  taken  to  carry  the  same  into  effect," 
is  subjoined. 

The  discipline,  economy,  and  efficiency  of  the  service  are  objects  of  unceasing  attention,  and  it  is 
believed  that  they  arc  as  worthy  of  commendation  as  at  any  former  period.  But  in  this,  as  in  preceding 
years,  experience  has  proved  that  many  of  the  evils  which  have  been  so  often  noticed,  still  exist.  Some, 
which  are  within  the  competency  of  the  Executive,  have  been  removed;  others  must  await  legislative 
decision. 

It  would  be  improper  again  to  present  in  detail  the  views  which  have  before  been  taken  on  the  ques- 
tions of  rank  and  pay  in  tlic  navy;  of  a  want  of  regular  organization;  of  a  code  of  criminal  law  or 
regulations;  and  of  a  naval  school.  But  the  Department  would  not  discharge  its  obligations  to  the 
service,  if  it  failed  to  express  a  conviction,  that  discipline,  economy  and  efficiency  would  be  promoted 
by  judicious  legal  provisions  on  these  subjects. 

In  no  service,  either  of  the  army  or  navy,  in  any  age  or  nation,  has  a  force,  such  as  we  now  send  to 
sea  in  squadrons,  been  commanded  by  captains;  and  perfect  subordination  and  discipline,  without  which 
there  can  be  neither  efficiency  nor  economy,  cannot  prevail,  unless  so  large  a  force  has  commanders  of  a 
proper  grade.  Bank  is  as  indispensable  in  the  navy  as  in  the  army;  and  equal  justice  to  the  officers 
calls  for  the  establishment-  of  a  higher  grade.  Several  of  those  upon  our  list  of  captains  have  been  such 
for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  centur}';  have  commanded  forces  superior  to  those  commanded  by  generals 
on  land;  have  borne  themselves  as  gallantly,  and  done  the  State  as  much  service  as  their  military  rivals 
on  shore;  yet  they  are  still  captains,  and  with  the  compensation  of  captains;  while  their  patriotic  com- 
petitors, with  a  service  less  protracted,  and  not  more  energetic  or  deserving,  are  rewarded  by  a  just  and 
wise  government  with  higher  rank  and  fuller  compensation. 

Promotions  are  made  from  the  rank  of  midshipmen.  The  proper  education  of  this  class  of  officers 
is,  therefore,  the  best  mode  by  which  we  can  secure  talent,  information  and  merit,  in  the  higher  grades. 
The  greater  part  of  them  enter  tiie  service  between  the  ages  of  14  and  16,  when  it  is  impossible  that 
thej'  should  be  well  informed  scholars.  Their  situation  in  the  service  renders  it  equally  impossible  that 
they  should  there  make  much  literary  or  scientific  acquisition  beyond  the  practical  duties  of  the  seaman. 
Their  pay  is  incompetent  to  procure  the  means  of  instruction,  and  their  employments  are  too  steady  and 
active  to  afford  the  time.  The  science  and  information  requisite  for  a  navy  officer  are  in  no  respect 
inferior  to  those  required  by  army  officers  and  engineers;  and  the  interest  as  well  as  honor  of  the  country 
are  not  less  concerned  in  the  correct  performance  of  their  duties.  The  reason,  therefore,  for  the  prefer- 
ence of  the  army  over  the  navy,  in  this  respect,  is  not  perceived.  All  that  the  Department  can  do  has 
been  done  to  overcome  the  want  of  a  naval  school,  which  shall  unite  a  practical  with  a  scientific  educa- 
tion; but  the  evils  still  felt,  urge  the  Department  again,  respectfully  but  earnestly,  to  present  it  to  your 
consideration. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  memorials  were  presented  by  many  citizens  of  New  York,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Maine,  Virginia  and  Ohio,  proposing  an  "exploring  expedition  to  the  north  and  south  hemispheres," 
under  the  patronage  of  government.  Tlie  memorial  and  papers  were  referred,  by  order  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  to  this  Department,  but  no  appropriation  was  made.  It  is  presumed  that  the  reference 
was  intended  to  convey  the  disposition  of  the  House  in  favor  of  the  expedition,  and  was  to  be  regarded 
as  expressing  a  wish  that  the  countenance  and  support  of  the  Department  should  be  given  to  it.  As  no 
appropriation  was  made,  there  was  no  money  which  could  with  propriety  be  used  to  carry  into  execution 
the  object  of  the  reference.  Tiie  only  aid  which  could,  under  these  circumstances,  be  afforded,  was  to 
grant  to  those  officers  of  the  navy,  who  chose  to  join  an  expedition  which  sh;)uld  be  fitted  out  by  private 
enterprise,  a  leave  of  absence  for  that  object,  and  to  order  to  it  such  seamen  as  were  willing  and  com- 
petent to  navigate  the  vessels.  This  aid  would,  under  the  sanction  of  the  reference,  have  been  afforded, 
if  the  expedition  had  been  prepared.  Since  the  adjournment  of  Congress,  a  large  number  of  respectable 
citizens  of  several  of  the  States  have  signed  memorials  of  the  same  tenor  as  those  referred  by  order  of 
the  House. 

The  condition  of  the  marine  corps  urgently  demands  that  it  should  be  again  presented  for  consideration. 
It  was  "established  and  organized"  in  1798,  and  consisted  of  720  men,  besides  officers.  The  design 
of  Congress  in  creating  it  was  to  furnish  a  proper  guard  for  the  navy  yards  and  for  ships  at  sea.  This 
design  points  out  the  extent  and  organization  which  it  ought  to  possess.  It  should  be  numerous  enough 
to  afford  a  sufficient  guard  for  each  yard  and  each  ship  in  commission.  It  ought  to  be  also  so  far  incor- 
porated into  the  navy,  and  subject  to  navy  regulations,  as  to  render  the  government  of  the  two  consistent 
and  uiiifiiiiii.      In  l),ith  tlicso  respects  it  needs  amendment. 

The  stiitiiiiciit  .iiiiicxed,  marked  G,  shows  the  proper  number  for  a  guard  at  each  yard,  and  for  each 

vessel  in  cuinniissicn,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commandant  of  the  corps,  amounting,  in  all,  to effective 

men.  The  corps  now  consists  of  750  men,  besides  commissioned  and  non-commissioned  officers;  being 
thirty  more  than  when  it  was  first  established,  although  the  service  to  bo  performed  by  it  is  much  more 
extensive.  It  is  apparent  that  this  number  of  men  cannot  furnish  the  required  guards;  and  our  vessels 
are,  therefore,  often  without  the  requisite  number,  and  a  very  insufficient  protection  is  afforded  to  the 
])uMir  )nd|icrfy.  Watchiiicn  have,  during  the  past  year,  been  hired  at  several  of  the  yards  to  aid  the 
marines,   which   una voidahly  crcatos  c. infusion  and  insecurity.     It  would  be  better  to  have  tiie  guards 

composed  alto-'elhei-  of  o lescriptiim  of  jiersons,  either  marines  or  watchmen.     The  nature  of  tlie  duties 

to  be  perfonn.Ml  by  this  c.vp.,  l„,|li  ,,i,  land  and  on  water,  is  siudi  that  -reat  danger  results  from  their 
being  insullieieiitly  .lisehai-v,l.  The  puMie  interest  w..uld,  therefore,  he  jToinoted  by  augmenting  its 
numbers,  or  by  withdrawing  it  altoovther,  either  from  the  navy  yards  or  from  the  ships,  and  trusting  to 
other  means  tor  protection,  which  would  be  regarded  as  a  hazardous  experiment. 
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There  is  still  g-reatcr  defect  in  the  organization  than  in  the  numbers  of  the  corps.  By  the  law  of 
1198,  it  is  iitivenicd  "  liy  the  same  rules  and  articles  of  war  as  are  prescribed  for  the  military  establish- 
ment of  the  riiiicd  Stales,  and  l)y  the  rules  fur  the  regulation  of  the  navy,  according- to  the  nature  of 
the  service  in  wliieli  tln'v  shall  lie  eui|ilnyed.''  By  the  construction  uniformily  givi.n  to  this  law,  the 
corps  is  subject  to  the  naval  re.n'ulatidus  when  at  sea,  and  to  the  army  reo-nlali(,ns  when  mi  land.  The 
same  officers  and  men  are  at  one  iimnienl  under  one  system  of  rules  ami  diseipliiie,  at  the  next  under 
another.  Their  compensation  is  -overueil  by  one  law  at  sea,  liy  auelliei-  du  laud.  The  nature  of  their 
connection  with  the  navy  is  unsettled  and  subject  to  constant  disputation;  and  when  the  laws  are  to  be 
enforced  in  the  punishment  of  an  otHcer,  neither  the  War  nor  Navy  Department  can,  in  many  cases,  act 
without  the  interference  of  the  other.  It  is  not  necessary  to  detail  the  consequences  which  follow.  It 
is,  perhaps,  matter  of  surprise  that  confusion,  disorder,  and  violation  of  duty  have  not  existed  to  an 
extent  which  might  jeopardize  the  existence  of  the  corps. 

The  following  amendments  are  respeetlully  suggested  as  the  proper  remedy: 

1.  That  the  corps  be  increas<'(l  in  the  nuuiher  of  privates,  and  that  the  nund)er  and  grade  of  the  offi- 
cers correspond  with  those  which  have  been  established  in  the  armv,  and  approved  liv  experience. 

2.  That  it  be  place,!  eutiiviv  under  the  laws  and  re-nlatinns  fur  the  -nvenniieul  nf  the  navy. 

3.  That  accouuii.Hlaliuiis  l...  afforded  t..  tlieiu  ..ut  <if,  l.ut  adjnii,iu-,  the  navvvard;  sn  that  details 
can  be  sent,  under  pmper  arrangements,  by  lli.'  .iflicer  cunuanding  theiu,  into  the  yards,  and  while  there 
to  be  entirely  subject  to  the  control  and  milers  of  tlie  commandant. 

4.  That  a  sufficient  number,  for  the  sole  put  pose  of  guarding  the  property  at  Portsmouth,  Philadel- 
phia, Washington,  and  Pensacola,  be  assii^iu  il  to  those  places,  and  the  remainder  be  divided  between  the 
stations  at  Boston,  New  York,  and  Xorlolk,  where  they  can  be  properly  drilled  and  prepared  for  sea  ser- 
vice, and  from  which  our  vessels  can  obtain  the  necessary  guards,  when  littiii,i;-  for  sea. 

5.  That  the  commandant  and  stair  of  the  corps  remain  at  this  place,  as  most  convenient  for  commu- 
nication, both  with  the  Department  and  the  corps,  and  for  the  prompt  settlement  of  their  accounts. 

If  these  suggestions  should  be  ailopted,  it  is  believed  that  the  marine  corps  would  be  much  move 
efficient  and  less  expensive  to  tli<'  public.  The  two  first  of  these  propositions  would  require  legal  enact- 
ments; the  others  might  be  effe<-lt'd  by  regnlati(.)n. 

The  naval  hospital  fund  has  an  intimate  connection  with  the  interests  and  feelings  of  the  officers  and 
seamen  who  are  under  the  control  of  this  Department.  Humanity,  justice,  and  policy  require  that  the 
diseased  and  wounded  seaman,  when  brought  into  port,  should  have  a  home,  and  the  mea'ns  of  cure  pro- 
vided; and  that  the  disabled  and  aged  seaman,  who  lias  worthily  served  his  country  until  his  strength 
is  exhausted,  should  have  an  asylum  wdieic  a  conifortLible  subsistence  may  bi'  found  for  his  last  days. 
This  truth  has  been  felt  in  all  civilized  and  coinmercial  nations.  It  was  <  aiiy  felt  in  ours,  and  laws  were 
passed  upon  the  subject;  but  they  have,  thus  far,  not  accomplislied  their  object.  They  direct  twenty 
cents  per  month  to  be  retained  out  of  the  pay  of  the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  and  that,  from  the  pro- 
ceeds, hospitals  and  an  asylum  shoidd  be  erected.  As  yet,  not  one  building  has  been  completed,  although 
the  deduction  has  been  regularly  made  from  the  pay  since  the  passage  of  the  law,  in  1199.  The  reasons 
for  the  failure  were  stated  in  a  report  by  the  commissioners  of  the  fund,  at  the  last  session  of  Congress. 
A  part  of  the  fund  was  absorbed  by  and  expended  during  the  late  war  in  the  pay  of  the  navy.  This 
sum  has  been  repaid,  under  regulations,  and  by  order  of  this  Department,  in  the  course  of  the  last  three 
years.  There  is  another  sum,  however,  of  §,")(), 00(1,  which  was  declared  by  law  to  be  due  to  the  fund  on 
the  26th  February,  1811,  and  was  directeil  to  be  paitl  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise 
appropriated,  which  has  not  yet  been  ii;iid,  except  s;'>,TS:i.st;.  This  sum  was,  by  $80,000,  less  than  it 
ought  to  have  been.  The  sum  whicli  had  b.-eu  paid  by  the  navy  amounted  to  at  least  $130,000,  as  is 
readily  shown  by  calculating  the  numbers  employed  in  the  service.  It  is  most  respectfully  suggested 
that  the  whole  sum  of  $130^000  should  be  icstored,  with  interest  upon  it,  now  amounting  to  $262,600. 
It  is  not  the  money  of  the  government  oi'  nation.  Not  one  cent  has  been  paid  to  the  fund  by  the  nation. 
It  has  been  taken  out  of  the  pay  of  the  officers  and  men,  and  belongs  to  them  as  justly  as  any  portion  of 
their  private  estates. 

It  is  now  mentioned  in  this  report,  because  their  rights  and  interest  are  necessarily  the  object  of 
attention  by  this  Department,  and  because  the  money  is  wanted  to  meet  the  buildings  for  their  accommo- 
dation. Sites  have  been  purchased  for  four  buildings;  at  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Norfolk; 
which,  with  a  small  one  at  Pensacola,  may  be  made  sufficiently  extensive  to  answer  all  the  necessities  of 
the  service  at  any  future  period. 

Two  buildings,  an  hospital  at  Norfolk  and  an  asylum  at  Philadelphia,  ai'e  progressing  very  satisfac- 
torilj^;  and  if  the  funds  were  put  in  a  proper  condition,  the  whole  might  be  completed  in  two  years,  and 
form  together  an  hospital  establishment,  at  least  as  creditable  to  the  country,  and  beneficial  to  the  ser- 
vice, as  that  belonging  to  any  other  nation. 

The  completion  of  this  establishment  is  demanded  by  the  plainest  policy.  In  this  country  the  ser- 
vices of  our  seamen  are  voluntary;  no  impressment  or  other  mode  of  compulsion  is,  or  ought  to  be, 
applied,  to  force  them  to  perform  the  duties  of  peace,  or  fight  the  battles  of  tln^  country  in  war.  But  in 
proportion  to  the  voluntary  character  of  the  service  ought  to  be  tln'  ellnrt  to  render  that  service  pleasant, 
and  to  create  every  inducement  to  join  it.  .\iid  when  it  is  perfectly  undcrsiood  b\  all  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  character  of  the  seaman,  that  his  foresight  is  seldom  directed  to  any  other  object  than  a  place  of 
refuge,  when  disease  and  misfortune  overtake  him,  surely  that  place  of  refuge  ought  not  to  be  wanting. 

In  this  view,  it  is  hoped  the  payment  of  the  debt,  before  mentioned,  will  be  made;  and  if  something 
were  added  to  it,  it  would  be  justified  by  the  consideration  that  the  nation  has  not  yet  given  one  dollar 
to  so  desirable  an  object. 

Respectfully  submitted.  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Navy  Department,  December  1,  1821. 
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LL^f  of  deaths  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States  since  December  2,  1826. 


Name  and  rank. 


M.\STER    COM.MANDANT. 

Sidney  Smith 


'  Date  of  deatli.         i        Cause  of  death. 


May 


n,   1827..'  Unknown  . 


LIEl-TEXANTS. 

Hugh  Dulanv January  6, 

George  M'Caulev Febniaiy  20, 

Charles  A.  Budd .A[arch  1.5, 

Pardon  M  Whipple May  1 1 , 

John  P.  Tuttle June  10, 

A.  H.  Hopkinson ,  August  11, 

Wm.  B.  Nicholson '  October  15, 

SURGEONS. 

Robert  L.  Thorn August  18, 

J..hn  W.  Peaco May  23, 


1827. 
1827. 
1827. 
1827. 

1827. 


Unknown  . . . . 
Unknown  .  .. . 
Unknown  . . . . 
Unknown  . .  . . 
Yellow  fever  . 

Fever 

Fever 


Place  of  death. 


.  .j  Bilious  feve 
. . '  Fever 


Plattsburgh. 


Delaware  Bay. 
Philadelphia. 
New  York. 
Providence. 
Havana. 
Off  Milo. 
At  sea. 


Portsmouth. 
Savannah. 


August       23,   1827. 


Thomas  Shields Unknown 

February 


In  a  duel. . 
Unknown  . 
Unknown  . 


MIDSHIPMEN'. 

C.  E.  Wadsworth 

Alexander  F.  Porter  . . . 
Edward  Worthington  . . 


May 

February 
July 


1827. 
1827. 
1827. 


.[  Drowned  . . . . 

.;  Yellow  fever. 
.    Yellow  fever. 


Rio  de  Janeiro. 

Unknown. 

Trenton. 


Tampico. 
Mesurado. 
Norfolk. 


October         4,   1827..    Unknown  . 


\Villiam  Smith 

July 
August 
Januaiy 
August 

7, 
30, 
31, 
30, 

1827. 
1827. 
1827. 
1827. 

Unknown 

SAILMAKER. 

LIEUTENANT  OF  MARINES. 

G.  D.  Brewerton 

Valparaiso. 

N.\.VY  AGENT. 

S.  R.  Overton 

Itesignations  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States  since  December  2,  1826. 

MASTER    COMMANDANT. 

Name.  Date  of  resignation. 

Louis  Alexis September  17,  1827. 

LIEUTENANTS. 

Samuel  B.  Phelps February  2,  1827 . 

Thomas  S.  Cunningham April  21,  1827 . 

William  T.  Rodgers .....'....'....'...'.'.  April  21^  1827. 

Enoch  H.  Johns April  26,  1827. 

James  L.  Morris September  10,  1827 . 

SURGEON. 

John  H.  Gordon March  22,  1827. 


surgeon's  mate. 


November        2,1827. 
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MIDSHIPMEX. 
Name.  .  Date  of  resignation. 

Stephen  B.  Kingston December  16,  1826. 

Crawford  W.  Hall January  16,  1827 . 

William  W  Wiswall February  7,  1827  . 

Francis  S.  Key February  12^  1827 . 

Solomon  D.  Betton February  16,  1827 . 

John  C.  Bunnet March  26,  1827. 

Israel  D.  Smith April  23,  1827 . 

Thomas  H.  Yeatman June  12,  1827 . 

John  Weerns June  2o|  1827 . 

James  Bradford Jun(>  2b,  1827 . 

Joseiih  S.  Cornwell Inly  5,  1827 . 

Josei.h  AY.  Jarvis July  14,  1827. 

John  T.  Wallace July  27,  1827  . 

Tliomas  Dimmock August  7,  1827 . 

Archibald  II.  Green October  19,  1827 . 

John  Young October  19,  1827 . 

Charles  V.  Morris October  20,  1827 . 

Christopher  N.  Greene October  23,  1827 . 

Andrew  M.  Irwin November  3,  1827 . 

James  W.  Crenshaw November  6,  1827 . 

AVilliam  H.  Alexander November  10,  1827 . 

SAILINGJIASTERS. 

Philip  S.  Meyer September  10,  1827 . 

Nathaniel  Stoodly April  6,  1827 . 

GUXXER. 

Thomas  Stanley November  19,  1827. 

SAILMAKER. 

Richard  Reynolds June  8,  1827 . 

Dismitimjus  from  the  navy  of  the  United  States  since  December  2,  1826. 

LIEUTENANT. 
Name.  Date  of  dismisfion. 

James  E.  Legare May  17,  1827. 

SUDSHIPMAX. 

John  Q.  A.  Boyd November  5,  1827 . 


B. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Isaac  3r Keever  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated — 

United  States  Schooner  Shark,  Long  Island  Sound,  October  4,  1827. 

After  leaving  Eastport,  on  the  3d  of  August,  we  proceeded  on  our  cruise,  passing  through  tSfe 
Straits  of  Canso,  touching  at  the  Magilahii  Islands,  ami  nearly  all  the  principal  fishing  rendezvous  on  the 
north  coast  of  Newfoundland,  and  almig  the  slmn's  of  Labrador,  from  Esquimau.^  Bay  northwardly  as 
far  as  the  Bay  of  Sandwich,  when'  we  anixcil  ihr  liilfcr  part  of  August;  and  finding  that  the  few  of  our 
vessels  that  took  their  lish  to  the  nortli\v:iii!  nf  liclle  Isle  had  left,  we  remained  only  a  few  days  at 
Greedy  Harbor,  and  bent  our  course  again  \n  tlic  soiitliward,  stopping  a  second  time  at  some  of  the  prin- 
cipal harbors,  and  at  others  we  had  not  visilcd  on  our  way  to  the  northward.  The  Black  Islands,  or 
Greedy  Harbor,  was,  some  years  ago,  a  vcr\-  consiilcrable  resort  of  our  fishermen;  this  season  only  one 
vessel  took  her  fish  there,  an<l  some'  live  or  sln  odirrs  ;,t  the  noi-bboriii-  islands;  indoo,],  from  iIh-  siraits 
of  Belle  Isle  north,  the  British  ooon].y  ih.'  I.csl  lishing  ports,  whcrr  thoy  havr  \:n--;'  |i(Th,;iiioiii  ..stahlish- 
ments  for  curing  fish;  and  allhoiigli  our  couiitryinou  niect  with  civii  trcatmrnl  at  these  pUircs,  they 
prefer  situations  more  exclusively  their  own,  and  have  in  consequence,  of  late  years,  and  tliis  season 
more  especially,  confined  themselves  in  a  great  measure  along  the  coast  of  Labrador,  from  Esquimaux 
Bay  to  Cajie  Charles;  the  far  greater  number,  even  of  those  who  do  not  carry  their  fish  home  in  salt, 
cure  them  at  Bradore  or  the  Bay  of  Ledges,  one  of  the  best  situations  on  the  whole  coast  for  this  purpose; 
here  eight  or  ten  of  our  merchant  vessels  took  cargoes  of  cured  fish  for  the  Mediterranean  and  South 
America. 

Not  many  of  our  fishermen  have  frequented  the  north  coast  of  Newfoundland  for  some  years  past, 
under  an  impression  that  they  would  be  expelled  by  the  French.  I  have,  however,  not  heard  of  the 
slightest  interruption  from  any  of  their  national  vessels.  In  one  or  two  instances  the  French  fishermen 
themselves  have  evinced  some  disposition  to  debar  ours  from  a  participation  in  the  fisheries  of  certain 
districts  where  they  have  fixed  establishments;  but  I  could  not  ascertain  that  they  had  ever  resorted  to 
force.  I  speak  of  this  year  more  particularly.  When  we  reached  the  coast,  the  second  week  in  August, 
the  few  of  our  vessels  that  took  their  fish  there  had  left,  the  fishing  season  commencing  and  finishing 
sooner  than  on  the  Labrador  coast. 

At  ditferent  periods  within  the  last  two  yeai-s  the  French  have  suffered  severe  depredations  upon 
many  of  their  establishments  by  some  British  fishermen,  to  such  an  extent  as  to  have  called  forth  a 
proclamation  on  the  subject  from  his  excellency  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Newfoundland.     This  circum- 
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stance,  perhaps,  may  have  tended  to  exasperate  them  against  our  own  fishermen,  from  a  belief  that  they 
were  concerned'  in  the  robberies;  but  I  am  happy  to  say,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  they 
have  not  been  in  any  instance  engaged  in  these  or  other  trespasses. 

A  French  national  schooner  was  on  the  coast  of  Newfoundland  a  short  time  before  our  arrival,  and 
the  British  brig  Contest  was  cruising  to  the  northward  of  Belle  Isle;  these  were  the  only  foreign  vessels 
of  war  in  those  waters,  neither  of  which  we  met.  The  season  has  been  uncommonly  boisterous,  so  much 
so  as  to  have  interfered  a  good  deal  with  taking  fish;  but  as  the  high  winds  disperse  the  usual  dense 
fogs  it  was  more  propitious  f"  ciiring  them.  The  season  in  consequence  was  sooner  over,  and  almost  all 
our  vessels  were  on  their  return  td  tlir  Inited  States  by  or  before  the  middle  of  September,  when  we  left 
the  Straits  of  Belle  Isle,  and  tlmsc  IVoin  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  Chaleur  Bay,  followed  soon  after 
through  the  Straits  of  Canso,  whence  we  sailed  on  the  28th  ultimo. 

The  fisheries  have  not,  upon  the  whole,  proven  very  abundant  this  year,  but  it  appears  that  our 
countrymen  have  been  generally  more  successful  than  either  the  British  or  French.  The  latter,  it  is  sup- 
posed, are  becoming  less  active  and  enterprising  than  they  were  some  years  past,  and  the  former  have 
suffered  very  severely  at  many  of  their  establishments  from  the  typhus  fever,  whilst  ours  have  been  com- 
paratively healthy. 

It  is  with  regret,  sir,  I  have  to  add  thut  on  our  way  to  the  northward,  in  the  Bay  of  Chedebucto,  we 
got  on  a  daii-Tnuis  rock,  near  tiie  iiarlior  of  Aricliat,  the  existence  of  which  was  unknown  to  the  pilot,  or 
if  known,  he  was  ciitirch'  inistakcii  aliout  its  position;  owing,  however,  to  the  weather  being  moderate, 
we  got  off  ten  liunrs  al't'T  we  struck,  witlunit  other  damage  than  roughing  the  copper  a  little;  and  in  a 
heavy  gale  at  Greedy  Harbor  we  parted  two  cables,  lost  the  stream  anchor,  and  having  broken  the  arm 
off"  one  of  the  bowers,  it  became  necessary  to  procure  another  anchor,  which  I  did  at  Anec  au  Longue, 
upon  moderate  terms. 


Co2nj  of  report  by  Lieutenant  Commandant  Otho  Norris^,  of  the  U.  S.  schooner  Shark. 

U.  S.  Schooner  Shark,  St.  Tliomas,  March  18,  1827. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  announce  the  arrival  of  the  Shark  at  this  place,  in  thirty-four  days  from 
Cape  Mesurado,  Africa,  from  whence  she  sailed  on  the  13th  February. 

I  sailed  from  the  Chesapeake  on  the  oOth  November,  1826,  for  Mesurado,  agreeably  to  an  order  of  the 
3d  inst.  from  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  arrived  there  on  the  12th  January.  I  communicated 
immediately  with  Mr.  Ashmun,  the  acting  agent,  and  found  the  colony  to  be  in  perfect  security.  After 
taking  in  water  I  received  Mr.  Ashmun  on  board  and  proceeded  to  leeward  as  far  as  Trade  Town,  for  the 
purpose  of  settling  a  misunderstanding  that  existed  between  the  people  of  that  place  and  the  American 
settlements,  which  was  amicably  adjusted. 

Having  heard  that  a  slaver  had  landed  a  cargo  at  Little  Bassa,  about  40  miles  from  Mesurado,  I 
proceeded  to  that  place  on  the  29th  January;  while  off'  there  gave  chase  to  a  small  schooner,  which,  after 
a  run  of  10  hours,  I  overhauled;  she  proved  to  be  the  slaver,  was  under  French  colors,  and  armed  with 
one  brass  pivot  gun,  and  a  crew  of  17  Frenchmen.  Her  papers  not  appearing  very  regular  I  detained 
her  during  the  night  in  order  to  examine  her  more  minutely.  At  daylight  next  moi'ning  fell  in  with  a 
French  brig-of-war,  who  took  possession  of  the  schooner  and  sent  her  to  Soree.  No  other  slaver  has 
been  on  that  part  of  the  coast,  extending  from  Cape  Mount  to  Trade  Town,  for  a  long  time.  The  piratical 
brig  that  robbed  the  American  vessel  in  Mesurado  roads,  in  August  last,  was  captured  in  December  by  an 
English  cruiser.  Fi'om  all  that  I  could  learn  while  on  the  coast,  it  appears  that  the  slave  trade  is  nearly 
extinct,  at  least  on  that  part  of  the  coast  between  Cape  Mount  and  Trade  Town.  It  gives  me  pleasure 
lA  state  that  the  colony  is  in  a  very  flourishing  condition,  the  people  contented  and  healthy,  and  the 
neighboring  tribes  friendly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  OTHO  NORRIS. 

To  Com.  Charles  Ridgely,  commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forcea  in  the  West  Indies,  Guf  of  Mexico,  &c. 


J.  Ashvuin  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Cape  Mesurado,  February  10,  1827. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  by  the  U.  S.  schooner  Shark,  of  letters  from  the 
Navy  Department,  of  the  10th  and  15th  of  August,  1826,  addressed  to  Dr.  Peaco,  and  one  of  the  4th 
November  to  myself  Three  long  twelve-pound  guns,  with  their  carriages  and  fixtures  complete,  and  a 
quantity  of  ammunition,  all  receipted  for  to  Mr.  Norris,  have  also  been  delivered  to  us  in  good  order  from 
the  same  vessel. 

Of  the  communications  hereby  acknowledged,  that  of  the  10th  of  August  seems  to  demand  of  me  a 
few  explanatory  remarks,  in  order  to  present  in  a  clearer  light,  if  not  to  justify,  certain  parts  of  my  con- 
duct, to  which  that  letter  particularly  relates,  as  having  led  to  the  liberation  and  removal  to  this  place 
of  173  Africans,  found  in  diiferent  slaving  establishments  in  the  neighborhood,  which,  for  reasons  formerly 
stated  at  length,  it  became  necessary,  in  my  judgment,  to  break  up. 

These  Africans,  thrown  upon  my  hands  in  consequence  of  events  which  it  may  not  be  necessary  here 
to  recapitulate,  were,  at  the  date  of  my  letters,  without  protection  or  the  means  of  subsistence.  It  was 
my  impression  at  the  time  that  the  benevolent  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  March  3d,  1819,  might, 
by  a  liberal  but  just  construction,  be  extended  to  these  unfortunate  beings.  The  first  act,  therefore,  in 
relation  to  them,  for  which,  a,s  the  U.  S.  agent,  I  consider  myself  accountable,  was  the  placing  them  on 
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this  provision  until  the  determination  of  the  Executive  in  re-ard  to  their  rio-Jit  to  it  should  have  been 
fnrnicd  and  s^^uUh.l  (,,  uu'-  aii.l  in  nrd.T  tu  ,.:,al,l..  liir  Kx,.,-ulive  |,ru|„.,ly  tu'rslnnale  their  claims  to  the 
]-M-nl(M-iinn  and  aid  l..i-  wliuti  llirir  siliiatn.n  s,.  slivn-lv  api^'ahMl  i<,  il„.  |„.s(  feci iii-s  of  humanity,  I  gave, 
"'■'■'■''  s'rTll'n?'''''''''.'!'''''lV''l''^'''"  ^•*'''  ";''"'"■'■'"  il"';^'!'  I»'''-''i"lvr,  IS-:,,  uiolusive,  an  exact  and 
This  narrative  appears  to  me  plainly  to  shovf  that  the  agent  nf  tln^  enimiv  cf  jdberia  acting  for  the 
defence,  safety,  and  welfare  of  the  little  community  over  whirh  he  incsidrd,  and  within  the  laws  of 
nations  and  of  nature,  being  assisted  by  the  forces  of  that  colony,  and  at  its  expense,  had  eifected  the 
liheratiuu  nf  these  people,  and  offered  them  for  acceptance  at  the'agency  for  recaptured  Africans.  And 
at  this  p.'i  i.id  and  stage  of  the  transactions,  your  agent,  as  already  observed,  fixes  the  date  of  his  own 
re,sp<,n,sil)ility. 

In  exact  accordance  with  tins  view  of  the  proi,er  line  ,,f  e.uidnet  1,.  be  nbscrvrd  by  tli<>  U.  S.  ao-cnt 
was  the  part  I  arlcd  in  the  Idhaatinn  ami  ult<'ri(ir  disposal  ol'  the  lifU-ihicc  sla\<'s  who  Vdl  into  inv  Iriuds 
at  Trade  Town,  ..n  tlir  l:;tli  and  Uth  ,.r  Apnl,  ls-2(i.  Ilavin-  lii-nnL^ln  tli.an  to  Nb^sniad,.  ,,n  tlic'lTth  of 
April,  1826,  I  found  myself  relieved  ..f  ilw  n'spunsiliilily  of  pla.-in-  ll.cni  ni,  ll,,.  Iiuals  of  tlio  a-vncy  by 
the  presence  of  Dr.  Peace,  the  U.  S.  a,^-rnt,  then  \cv\  nM.-nih-  aiii\i>d  rimn  Anicrii'a.  As  a"-cnt  ui'  the 
Colonization  Society,  for  their  colony,  in  whii-li  iM|ia(ily  1  had  adcd  in  cni'din^-  tlicii-  iil(iaali(ai,  I  oH'cii'd 
them  to  the  acceptance  of  the  U.  S.  agent  and  they  were  ri-eeived.  Hr.  i'eacirs  resi}()usiliilitv  iii  relation 
to  these  fifty-three  persons  surely  could  ne>t  have  commenced  previously  to  his  signature  ot^  the  receipt 
which  took  them  out  of  the  hands  of  the  colonial  agent  and  placed  them  on  the  provisions  made  for  recap- 
tured Africans.  But  this  act  was  subsequent  to  and  independent  of  all  those  transactions  which  had  led 
to  their  liberation. 

And,  were  not  the  three  preceding  cases,  in  everything  affecting  the  responsibility  of  the  United 
States  agent,  exactly  similar?  And  if  it  is  apparent  that  Dr.  Peace's  responsibility  in  relation  to  the 
Trade  Town  Africans  began  when  he  admitted  them  to  the  asylum  for  recaptured  Africans,  and  is 
limited  to  that  act  and  its  consequences,  do  I  ask  anything  unreasonable,  or  of  doubtful  justice,'  wlien  I 
request  that  my  own  responsibility  in  relation  to  the  Poor  river  and  St.  Paul's  Africans  may  be  limited 
and  estimated  by  the  same  rule? 

That  this  was  the  view  in  which  I  constantly  acted,  is  fmtliei-  evident  from  anotlicr  circumstance 
wdiich  appears  not  to  have  sufficiently  explained  itself  in  my  letteis  to  tln'  l>e|iartment;  I  refer  to  my 
omission  to  report  to  it,  in  detail,  the  circumstances  of  the  Tiade  Town  exi)eilili(Jii,  Havino-  acted  in 
the  capacity  of  colonial  ag(Mit  in  that  affair,  my  report  was,  <,f  eonse,|nen,e,  ad.bcssed  to  thl;  board  of 
direction  of  the  colony,  who  had  a  riuht  tu  re,|uiiv  it.  Had  Dr.  I'ea.'o  re.piired  any  exposition  of  those 
transactions,  tending  to  show  under  what  eirenmsianees  the  llHy-three  AtVieans  eani'e  to  be  offered  to  his 
acceptance,  as  a  docunu'iit  which  he  might  transmit  to  his  government  in  justification  of  his  act  in 
receiving  them  at  the  agency,  it  would  most  cheerfully  have  been  furnished  him;  and,  if  hereafter 
required  by  him,  it  shall  still  be  furnished. 

Should  the  Executive  concur  in  this  view  of  the  transactions  preceding  the  admission  of  these 
persons  to  the  agem-v,  the  oidy  (juestioiiable  ])art  of  my  own  and  Dr.  Peaeo's  olheial  eonduet  wotdd  be 
thatuf  unrortiinatelverrin,-  in  oui-  judgment  as  to  the  rmht  of  the  ,,ne  hundred  and  seven!  v-thive  Mrieans 
liberated  simv  the  Ittli,  inelusive,  of  Oetol.er  last,  to  the  provision  of  th,'  aet  of  Con-ress  of  .March  s' 
1819.  _  But  such,  in  u,\  opinion,  was  ihe  strengtli  ui:  tlie  i.allialing,  and  even  justilying  niducements  to 
commit  this  error,  which  tlie  eiiiinnslances  of  the  Africans  presented,  that  should  it  involve  me  in  any 
pecuniary  loss  whatever,  1  shall  apply,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  to  the  equity  of  Congress  for  relief. 

The  preceding  statement  exhihits  that  simple  view  of  my  conduct,  as  agent  for  recaptured  Africans, 
by  which  I  desire  to  have  it  judged. 

There  are  two  other  instances  of  my  conduct  as  United  States  agent  somewhat  implicated  in  those 
transactions,  the  mention  of  which  I  have  reserved  to  this  place,  and  which,  I  trust,  will  not  be  regarded 
as  afFecting  materially  the  view  already  submitted. 

Two  ot  the  lilM. rated  AlVieans  were,  in  the  latter  part  of  October,  1825,  seduced  from  the  agency, 
and  resold  to  Millot  and  I'oiissin,  at  .Mammas,  on  the  St.  Paul's.  These  persons  I  demanded  formally 
and  repeatedly,  atid  they  were  a.s  peremptorily  and  often  refused  to  be  delivered  up.  On  the  8th  of 
December  I  therefore,  as  United  States  agent,  retook  them  by  force. 

In  the  month  of  December,  1825,  and  January,  1826,  from  five  to  eight  of  the  liberated  Africans 
were  resold,  and  detained  under  exactly  parallel  circumstances,  by  a  Spanish  slaver,  (whose  vessel  has 
since  been  condemned  at  Goree,  as  a  pirate,  for  acts  committed  at  the  very  same  time,  this  act  of 
kidnapping  and  detaiinug  the  Africans  making  one  of  those  charges,)  after  being  several  times  exactly 
identified  and  demanded.  Two  of  them  I  also  retook  by  force,  on  the  13th  and  14th  of  April  The  others 
had  beene.mveyed  beyond  my  reach.  These  two  acts  were  •■ontemj.oraneous,  and  eertaiidy  otherwise 
very  closely  united  with  other  a<-ts,  f.rthe  performan.'e  of  wlu.-li  I  den ved  ni v  autlioril v,  imt  from  the 
instructions  ol'  tli.^  ( .'overnm.'nt  nf  the  I'nited  States,  but  lioni  my  situation  as  a-eiit  ..f  tjie  Coloinzation 
Society  for  the  cdony  of  Liberia;  but  tliey  were  acts  to  wliicli  1  regard  myself  impelled,  in  order  to  a 
faithful  discharge  of  tlie  trust  reposed  in  me,  as  agent  of  the  United  States  for  recaptured  Africans. 

In  obedience  to  your  instructions,  contained  in  the  same  letter  of  the  10th  of  August,  I  have 
discharged  from  the  agency  the  whole  number  of  Africans  liberated  since  the  month  of  October, 
inclusive,  1825. 

In  discharging  this  duty,  it  affords  me  some  satisfaction  that  I  am  able  to  state  that,  since  their 
connection  with  the  agency  commenced,  they  have  been  under  a  system  of  discipline  and  instruction 
which  cannot  fail  to  prove  to  many  of  them  substantially  and  permanently  beneficial.  Sixty  of  the  adults 
have  been  within  that  time  married,  and  are  realizing  the  advantages  of  that  institution,  as  recognized 
by  Christians.  Sixty  of  the  children  (thirty-five  boys  and  twenty-five  girls)  have  been  for  six  months  at 
an  excellent  school,  and  are  apprenticed  in  the  same  number  of  the  most  respectable  families  of  the 
colony. 

the  adults  form  a  settlement  by  themselves,  four  miles  above  Monroe,  on  a  tract  of  excellent  land 
devoted  by  the  colony  to  persons  in  their  situation,  and  to  the  recaptured  Africans  as  they  come  to  be 
settled  within  its  limits  and  adopt  the  usages  of  civilized  life.  The  union  of  these  people  with  the 
American  colonists  seems  to  be  too  strongly  cemented  ever  to  be  dissolved ;  and  the  habits  of  regular 
industry  to  which  they  have  been  so  many  months  in  constant  training,  it  is  hoped,  will  furnish  them 
with  the  necessaries,  and  ultimately  with  the  comforts  of  life. 
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All  the  recaptured  Africans  sent  to  this  country  by  the  Guveriinient  of  (lie  United  States  have  passed  out 
of  the  agency,  and  now  sustain  the  character  of  colonists,  and  either  aelually  p.issess  tlie  same  ([uantity 
of  lands  and  civil  rights  enjoyed  by  emigrants  from  the  United  States,  nv  are  in  a  state  of  appri'nticeship 
to  colonists,  with  the  same  rights  and  grant  of  lands  in  reversion  at  the  expiration  of  their  respective 
terms. 

It  has  been  deemed  expedient  to  construct  at  Thompson  Town  no  more  houses,  after  the  present 
time,  for  the  receptimi  of  recaptured  Africans  or  th(Mr  agents,  and  to  transfer  two  of  the  large  frames 
prepared  fur  thai  lowii  iu  the  tract  of  lands  already  luentimied  as  permanently  appropi'iated  to  the 
agency,  sitiialeil  en  (he  Stnckteii  creek,  Iniir  miles  almve  Monroe,  and  three  below  Caldwell,  the  two 
meiils  (if  the  American  culnnv.  'file  accnmpanying  engraved  map  will  indicate  this 
e  lands  exti'nd  half  a  mile  al'.ng  llie  seutlieast  'l.aidv  ..f  the  Stockton,  and  two  miles 
ot  exceeded  in  fertility,  or  susceptibility  of  easy  eultiyatiuii,  by  any  in  the  colony. 

and  \vcll-linished  holise,  ol  two  stories,  is  erected  on  the  site  designated  for  the  village, 
■e  of  the  snpciinicndiiil  or  an  agent,  together  \vilh  two  ranges,  of  a  single  story,  for  the 
Ik'sc  last  are  now  adding  the  frames  originally  intended  for  Thompson  Town,  all  of  which 
urnish  ample  acconniiodal ions  for  140  ti.i  KUt  Africans.  The  people  expected  from  the 
are  to  he  provided  with  neat  log  cabins.  The  whole  of  these  buildings  I  shall  endeavor 
completcil,  ol    in  a  stall'  of  giT'at  forwardness,  before  quitting  the  coast,  on  my  intended 

uclion  olthi.'sc  houses,  together  with  tlie  services  of  a  laboring  nature,  require  the  constant 
a  laiL;e  number  of  nat  i\c  laboi-ers,  -whii-li,  although  singly  exceedingly  moderate,  will,  in  the 
e  a  cliaige  nil  the  agency  of  a  considerable  amount.     But  I  Consider  it  as  one  that  cannot 

ted  Africans  being  discharged  from  the  agency,  the  services  of  Anthony  D.  Williams,  in 
ihcii-  siiperiniendeiit,  can  no  longer,  I  am  sensible,  remain  a  charge  on  the  United  States. 

s  as  supciinteiidcnt  of  the  common  laborers  employed  on  the  buildings  and  improvements 
o-oing  forward  in  the  new  African  town  are,  in  my  opinion,  absolutely  necessary.  And  the  propriety  of 
employing  him  in  this  service  is  heiglitened  by  the  circumstance  that  all  these  laborers  are  s(dected  from 
the  libera'ted  Africans  lately  discharged  from  his  care  as  superintendent  of  recaptured  Africans.  These 
people  can  be  better  managed,  and  made  much  more  useful  under  his  direcliun,  than  that  of  any  other 
person  in  m^'  power  to  select.  This  arrangement  I  conceive  to  be  necessary  to  keep  up,  at  least  during 
Dr.  Feaco's  absence. 

In  the  accompanying  abstract  of  the  accounts  of  the  agency,  from  August  10,  1826,  I  beg  leave  to 

That  the  schooners,  having  been  framed  and  sent  out,  with  their  sails,  equipments,  &c.,  from  the 
Unitetl  Slates,  by  the  government,  I  have  supposed  were  intended  to  be  completed  and  sailed,  for  the  use 
and  at  the  expei'isc  of  the  agency. 

That  the  public  buildings  and  f  irtificatinns,  in  the  uses  and  advantages  of  which  the  agency  directly  par- 
ticipates, may  also  be  placed  among  the  objecis  on  which  some  expense  may  be  incurred  on  acc(_)unt  of 
the  agency,  and  thai,  owing  to  the  nature,  design,  and  place  of  the  agency,  a  large  scope  of  incidental 
expenses  is  obli-ccl  to  be  ailmitted. 

One  of  the  two  schooners,  sent  out  in  frames  from  the  United  States,  has  lieen  completed,  and  in  ser- 
vice since  the  month  of  Noyiaiiber  last.  The  other,  owing  to  the  death  of  the  master  boat  builder,  advances 
very  slowly,  and  will  not  be  afloat  fir  several  months  to  come.  The  former,  called  the  Catharine,. carries  a 
brass  6-pound  gun,  on  a  revolving  frame,  besides  small  arms,  and  proves  a  formidable  means  of  protec- 
tion against  the  little  pirates  of  the  coast,  besides  its  utility  in  transporting  rice  and  other  commodities, 
useful  to  the  agency  and  settlements,  from  distant  places,  and  uniting  the  whole  chain  of  our  establish- 
In  (dosing  my  letter,  by  this  conveyance,  it  is  due  to  the  zeal  of  Lieut.  Norris  to  acknowledge  the 
important  service  i'endere(l  to  the  establishment  by  the  vessel  under  that  gentleman's  command  I  have 
also  to  state  my  determination  to  return  to  the  United  States  by  the  very  first  opportunity  which  shall 
ofl'er  after  the  sailing  of  the  Shark.  The  state  of  the  agency  and  settlement,  generally,  is  at  present  par- 
ticularly favorable  to  the  accomplishment  of  this  intention.  I  expect  to  arrive  in  Washington  early  in 
June. 

Dr.  George  P.  Todson,  United  States  agent,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Mesurado,  August  29,  1821. 

By  the  schooner  Eclipse,  which  is  expected  to  leave  Mesurado  this  evening  for  Philadelphia,  I  have 
the  honor  to  announce  the  safe  arrival  at  Mesurado,  on  the  21st  instant,  of  all  the  liberated  Africans 
transported  in  the  ship  Norfolk,  with  the  exception  of  three,  (two  adults  and  one  child,)  one  afflicted  with 
pulmonary  consumption,  another  with  palsy,  the  child  with  cholera  infantum ;  all  in  a  hopeless  state  before  the 
departure  of  the  ship  from  Savannah;  they  died  on  the  passage.  The  others,  in  number  143,  of  whom 
two  were  born  on  board  of  the  Norlblk,  have  all,  excepting  three,  been  delivered  to  Mr.  Ashmun;  and 
arrangements  have  been  made,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  I'nclosed  copy,  to  place  them  for  one  year  iu 
families  among  the  colonists,  who  are  to  furnish  them  with  clothing  and  subsistence,  and  in  some  cases 
with  a  small  com]iens;ttion  for  their  services;  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  they  are  to  receive  land,  and 
to  be  placed  in  a  situation  that  may  enalde  them  to  provide  ibr  their  own  future  support. 

By  the  charter  party  it  is  stipulated  that  the  owners  of  the  Norfolk  shall  land  all  the  public  property  at 
Mesurado;  but,  in  order  to  overcome  the  numerous  obstacles  and  dangers  which  the  unfavorable  season 
and  the  shores  of  the  Mesurado  jireseni  to  ihe  landing  of  even  small  boats,  and  to  accelerate  and  afford 
greater  safety  to  the  landing  of  tlie  public  property,  and  to  prevent  the  expense  of  demurrage  to  the  United 

States,  it  has  1 n  thought  advisable  io  employ,  on  tlie  part  of  the  agency,  some  of  the  natives  known 

here  by  the  appellation  of  Crowmeii,  who  possess  considerable  skill  in  that  business.  The  expense,  it 
is  agreed  on  by  Capt  Harding,  of  the  Norfolk,  and  by  the  agent,  Mr.  Ashmun,  and  myself,  shall  be  equally 
divided  between  and  defrayed  by  the  owners  of  the  vessel  and  the  United  States.  Every  exertion  is 
made,  and  will  be  continued  on  the  part  of  the  agency,  to  place  the  public  property  in  the  safest,  the  least 
expensive,  and  the  most  speedy  manner,  on  shore;  and  it  is  hoped  that,  with  a  strict  adherence  to- the 
arrangement  on   the  part  of  the  captain,  the  whole   of  the  public  property  in  ten  days  more  will  be 
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landed.  It  is,  however,  apprehended  lliat  llie  iiniperty  ^liipped  hy  the  owners  and  the  captain  of  tlie 
Norfolk,  and  intended  to  be  dispusid  ,,r  at  .McsmadM,  will  eause  some  delay  to  the  departure  of  the 
vessel,  and  that  her  return  to  the  lniicd  Siatts  will  he  niuch  later  than  is  expected,  in  consequence  of 
the  considerable  detention  that  vess<>l.s  stoppin--  at  ihc  Cape  de  Verde  Islands  to  take  in  a  carg-o  of  salt 
(as  is  the  intention  of  Captain  IT.,  )  ■av.-  said  at  (his  srasmi  ,,f  tlif  year  to  cxpcriciici'.  \Vlifu  I  arrived  Mr' 
Ashmnn  was  severely  aillin.d  with  a  calaniial  arr.'cta.n,  friiin'wlncli,  Imwcvrr,  1  am  happy  to  .slat'e,  he 
is  now  recoverin.a:.  From  the  prnpiirt  v  of  the  coiLluct  of  the  liKmaird  Africans  while  .m  Iniard  and 
since  their  arrival  here,  I  iv-anl  their  arrival  as  one  of  [hr  most  ror|ni,;,|e  events  to  themselves  and  the 
colony,  aii.l  o„e  that  has  aln^adv  produce,!  ll„.  s(roi,-est  proof  how  sensible  th.'se  liberated  \lric.-ui-  are 
of  the  beiielits  confeiTed  npoi,  them  bv  the  (loyemmelit  <.f  the  riiiled  States,  in  bivakin"'  tlieir  chains 
and  placiii-  them  on  the  sin.res  of  llieii'  native  country,  with  the  blessin-s  of  lilHaly  aad  ci  vili/.at  ion. 
Numerous  applications  lor  my  iirolessioiial  services  have  been  made  since  my  arrival  by  col(jni.sts,  as 
well  as  by  Africans  foiineily  transported.  Here  and  at  Stockton,  at  six  miles  from  Monrovia,  I  have  seen 
a  L^reat  numbia-  of  patients  in  the  most  deplorabh'  state,  for  want  of  medical  and  surg-ical  assistance 
m.ist  of  which  are  cin-oiiic  alVecti.ms.  Impressed  with  a  belief  that  this  season,  lioweve"r  dreaded  bv  the 
natives  and  cohmists,  presents  much  lessdan-er  to  passen-ers  arnviiru'  from  the  bniled  States  ,,r  Hrn'ope 
than  111.'  drv  season,  1  have  tak.m  -reat  iiLterest  and  pleasure  in  <m<lea  voiin-  to  ]„•  useful  to  i  he  sick  aial 
the  continuance  of  my  own  health,  and  the  convah'sceuc,'  d'  those  who  placed  thems,.lves  under  my  car.', 
have  not  given  me  cause  to  re-ret  what  has  been  repeatedly  called  -ivat  imprudence,  vi/,:  visitiiei'  at  all 
times  those  who  desired  and  re.piired  my  services.  I'our  o'f  the  liberated  .\lVican,.  have  been  coii'stanllv 
employed  by  the  captain,  and  done  ship's  duty  diiriii.^-  the  voya-v.  They  have  recei\-ed  no  compmis:  tioii 
excepting  a  greater  allowance  of  water  and  provisions,  approaching  to  "that  of  the  ship. 

Terms  on  which  the  recaptured  Africans  u-ill  he  placed  in  the  families  of  colonists,  and  at  service  in  ILmroe 
and  Caldwell. 

Class  1.  Laboring  men  having  wivi's,  and  not  mechanics.  Man  and  wife  not  to  be  separated;  coni- 
fortafile  and  snfticient  provisions'to  be  found  them;  quarters  to  be  provided  them,  dry,  and  callable  of 
being  kc'pt  perfectly  clean,  and  tliey  are  to  receive,  as  their  wants  iiMjuire  it,  a  sufficient  supply  of  ilecent 
clothing,  suiti'd  to  the  climate  and  to  their  employments;  one  mouth's  provision  shall  b<'  furnished  them, 
also  the  materials  for  one  clieap  suit  of  clothing,  at  the  puldic  charge,  and  no  more.  Terms  of  contract- 
ing their  services  on  the  above  comlitions:  Twelve  calendar  moiiths'  wages  for  the  pair:  seven  bars  of 
good  assorted  merchandise,  or  three  and  a  half  dollars  iu  merchantable  country  produce  per  month;  one- 
fourth  part  monthly,  three-foinths  at  the  year's  end. 

Class  2.  Mechanics.  The  above  terms  and  conditions  all  to  hold,  except  wages,  which  are  to  be  |8 
per  month. 

Class  3.  Laboring  single  men.  The  same  terms  as  the  preceding  classes,  except  wages,  which  are 
$2.50  per  month. 

Class  4.  Laboring-  single  women,  above  eighteen  years  of  age.  The  same  terms,  &c.,  except  wages, 
which  are  to  be  $1  per  mouth. 

Class  5.  Single  girls  under  eighteen.  Same  terms,  except  that  the  first  month  is  a  period  of  proba- 
tion; the  term  of  service  shall  lie  until  eigliti/en  years  of  age,  and  iu>  pecuniary  compensation  allowed; 
but  the  girls  shall  be  caused  to  attend  Sunday  school  and  ilivine  worsliip  ou  Sundays,  and  treated  with 
the  tenderness  and  care  of  members  of  the  fa'milies  th.'y  are  connected  with. 

Class  6.  Boys  not  grown.  Same  terms  as  the  preceding;  term  of  service,  say  three  years,  or  until 
twenty -one  years  of  age. 

General  additions  to  the  preceding. 

No  reiajitured  Africans,  engaged  on  the  terms  above  specified,  are  to  be  sent  into  the  country  to  sit 
ilown,  for  trade  or  other  purposes,  unless,  or  longer  than,  attended  by  their  guardians;  nor  are  they  to  be 
])ermitted  to  straggle  off,  and  waste  their  time  iu  idleness  among  the  country  people,  without  suitable 
means  to  recover  them. 
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Expenditures  by  Richard  Dashiel,  lieutenant  commanding,  and  by  Midshipman  Richard  R.  McMullin,  suc- 
cessor in  the  command  of  the  schooner  Augusta,  and  in  settlement  of  their  accounts,  and  carried  to  the 
debit  of  pay  and  contingent  expenses,  viz: 

Paid  officers  and  crew  of  the  schooner  Augusta,  between  the  21st  of  March  and  3d  of  Novem- 
ber, 1823 $1 ,850  94 

Paid  board  and  lodging,  nursing,  medicine,  &c.,  for  sick;  cabin  furniture;  premium  fur  recruit- 
ing; passage  of  two  officers  to  the  United  States,  and  traveling  expenses 495  25 


$2,346  19 


Estimate  of  the  sum  required  for  the  support  of  the  agency  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  the  prohibition  of  (he 

slave  trade. 

For  the  salaries  of  the  principal  and  assistant  agents $2,800 

For  the  medicines  and  hospital  stores 500 

For  the  lumber  and  other  materials  to  complete  the  buildings 1 , 000 

For  the  incidental  expenses  connected  with  the  agency 5, 700 

$10,000 
To  provide  for  any  captures  which  may  be  made  during  the  year $30 ,  000 

$40,000 


E. 

Navy  Commissioners'  Office,  November  15,  1827. 

Sir:  The  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  have  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith,  in  compliance  with  your 
directions,  an  estimate  for  the  expenses  of  the  navy  for  the  year  1828,  marked  A,  together  with  statements 
explanatory  thereof,  marked  B,  C,  D,  E,  F,  and  G,  and  an  estimate  for  the  expenses  of  this  office  for  the 
ensuing  year,  marked  H. 

The  8th  item  of  the  general  estimate,  of  one  hundred  and  five  thousand  dollars,  will  be  required  to 
complete  the  improvements  and  repairs  at  the  several  navy  yards,  agreeably  to  the  estimate  transmitted 
from  this  office  on  the  9tli  November,  1826,  as  explained  in  the  paper  marked  H,  which  accompanied  that 
estimate,  and  to  wliicli  the  ('^tllllli^siMll(.^^;  rcs|.ectfully  refer  you. 

When  the  coininissiDiicis  :i|i|(niiit('(l  tm-  tlic  improvement,  &c.,  of  navy  yards,  under  the  act  of  the 
last  Congress  for  tin'  _i;-r;iilu;il  iiiiiirovciDeiit  nf  tlie  navy,  shall  have  made  their  report,  a  further  estimate 
in  detail  will  accordingly  be  prepared  and  submitted.  The  Commissioners  would  respectfully  recommend 
that  the  several  balances  which  inaj' remain  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1828, 
to  the  credit  of  the  enumerated  contingent  funds,  prior  to  that  date,  may  be  carried  to  the  credit  of  that 
fund  for  the  year  1828,  to  which  all  claims  chargeable  thereto  may  be  charged,  whether  arising  during 
the  year  1828  or  not.     All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

Hon.  Samoel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


A. 

General   estimate. 


There  will  be  required  foi-  the  navy,  during  the  year  1828,  three  millions  forty-three  thousand 
six  hundred  and  ninety-seven  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents,  in  addition  to  the  unexpended  balances  that 
may  remain  on  hand  on  the  1st  January,  1828. 

1.  For  pay  and  subsistence  of  officers,  and  pay  of  seamen,  other  than  those  at  navy  yards,  shore  stations, 

and  in  ordinary ". ." $1,176,213  00 

2.  For  pay,   subsistence,  and  allowances  of  officers,  and  pay  of  seamen  at  navy  yards, 

shore  stations,  hospitals,  and  in  ordinary 185,032  35 

8.  For  pay  of  superintendents,  naval  constructor,  and  all  the  civil  establishment  at  the 

several  navy  yards  and  stations 59, 102  50 

4.  For  provisions 505 ,  000  00 

5.  For  repairs  of  vessels   in  ordinary,  and  for  the  wear  and  tear  of  vessels  in  commis- 

sion   475,000  00 

6.  For  medicines,  sui'gical  instruments,  and  hospital  stores    27,000  00 

7.  For  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores 50, 000  00 

8.  For  repairs  and  impi-ovements  of  navy  yards   105,000  00 

9.  For  arrearages  prior  to  1st  January,  1828 15 ,  000  00 

10.  For  completing  the  construction  and  equipment  of  the  sloops-of-war  authorized  by 

act  of  Congress  of  3d  March,  1825 201 ,350  00 

11.  For  defraying  the  expenses  which  may  accrue  during  the  year  1828,  for  the  following  • 

purposes,  viz:  for  freight  and  transportation  of  materials  and  stores  of  every  descrip- 
tion; for  wharfage  and  dockage,  storage  and  rent;  for  traveling  expenses  of  officers, 
and    transportation    of    seamen;     house    rent,    chamber     money,    and   fuel     and 
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candles  to  officers,  other  than  those  attached  to  navy  yards  and  shore  stations, 
and  for  officers  in  sick  quarters  where  there  is  no  hospital;  for  commissions, 
clerk  hire  office  rent,  stationery  and  fuel  to  navy  agents;  for  premiums  and 
incidental  expenses  of  r(>.ruitiii-;  for  apprehending  deserters;  for  compensation 
of  judge  advocates;  for  |hi-  di.ui  ullowances  to  persons  attending  courts-martial  and 
courts  of  inquiry,  and  to  ,,ltiicis  cii-aged  on  extra  service  beyond  the  limits  of  their 
stations;  for  printing  and  for  stationery  of  every  description;  for  books,  maps,  charts, 
nautical  and  mathematical  instruments,  chronometers,  models,  and  drawings;  for 
purchase  and  repair  of  steam  and  fire  engines,  and  for  machinery;  for  purchase  and 
maintenance  of  oxen  and  horses,  and  for  carts,  wheels,  and  workmen's  tools  of  every 
description;  for  postage  of  letters  on  public  service;  for  pilotage;  for  cabin  furniture 
of  vessels  in  commission;  for  taxes  on  navy  yards  and  public  property;  for  assistance 
rendered  to  public  vessels  in  distress;  for  incidental  labor  at  navy  yards,  not  appli- 
cable to  any  other  appropriation ;  for  coal  and  other  fuel  for  forges,  foundries,  and  steam 
engines;  for  candles,  oil  and  fuel,  for  vessels  in  commission  and  in  ordinary; 
for  repairs  of  magazines  and  powder  houses;  for  preparing  moulds  for  ships  to  be 

built;  and  for  no  other  object  or  purpose  whatever |240,000  00 

12    For  continsrent   expenses    for   objects    arising    in    the    year    1828,    and   not    herein 

■      enumerated 5,000  00 


$3,043,697  15 


Estimate  of  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  all  jxrsons  of  the  navy,  attached  to  vessels  in  commission  for  the 
year  1828. 


Nuinb( 


of  each  clat 


Frigates. 


First 
class. 


Second    First 
class,     class. 


Sloops. 


Amount  of 

pay  and 
subsistence. 


Captains    

Masters  commandant . 
Lieutenants  commandir 

Lieutenants 

Masters 

Pursers 

Surgeons  

Surgeons'  mates 

Chaplains 

Mitishipmen 

Secretaries   

Schoolmasters 

Clerks   

Boatswains 

Gunners 

Carpenters 

Sailmakers    

Boatswains'  mates  .  . . 

Gunners'  mates 

Carpenters'  mates  . . . . 
Sailmakers'  mates  . . . 

Quartermasters 

Quartergunuers   

Yeomen 

Captains'  stewards. . . 

Captains'  cooks 

Coopers  

Armorers 

Armorers'  mates 

Masters-at-arms 

Ships'  corporals 

Cooks , 

Masters  of  the  bands  , 
Musicians,  1st  class  ., 
Musicians,  2d  class. ., 

Seamen    

Ordinarj'  seamen 

IJoys 


Total 


1,866 
1,810 


$20,290 

12,938 

3,860 

18,390 

13,250 

15,237 

14,867 

18,987 

4,637 

73,872 

4,000 

6,260 

6,900 

6,293 

7,618 

6,293 

6,293 

12,768 

6,156 

7,068 

4,788 

30,024 

37,152 

13,176 

4,968 

4,104 


2,688  ( 

4,968  ( 

1,512  ( 

4,032  ( 

2,520  ( 

268,704  ( 

217,200  ( 

18,504  ( 


$954,074  75 
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Edimate  of  the  pay  and  rations,  and  all  other  allowances  of  officers 
tions,  for  the  year  1828. 


ind  all  others,  at  the  navy  yards  and  s 


PORTSMOUTh 

,    N.  H. 

1" 
S 

1 

Is 

0 

1p 
1  ^ 

1 

1 

Amount  of  pay, 
rations,    and 
allowances 
per  annum. 

Yard. 

1 

1 
1 
1 
1 

1 

2 
1 
1 
1 

1 
4 

6 

1 
1 

1 

1 
1 
1 

$100 
CO 
40 
40 
50 
40 
19 
20 
20 
18 

19 
12 
10 

16 
5 
3 
2 

2 
1 

1 

1 
1 
1 

$300 

'"200 
200 
200 

65 
40 
20 
20 
20 
20 

"'12 
12 

30 
20 
20 
12 
20 
12 

'"9 
9 

3 

1 

1 
1 
1 

..... 

1 

$3,466  15 
2,010  15 

1,081  00 

1,141   75 

1,309  75 

1,141   75 
638  50 

651   75 

651   75 

Steward 

307  25 

Ordinary. 

$12,401  00 

$319  25 

941  00 

1,267  50 

Civil  department. 

Storekeeper  

Clerk  to  stiirekccjjer 

$2,527  75 

$1,700  00 
300  00 

Clerk  to  coniaiaudant,  to  do  duty 

600  00 

600  00 

2,000  00 

Porter           

25 

300  00 

$5,400  00 

Total    

$20,378  75 

Yard. 
imniandant  . 


Captain  , 
Master  c 
Lieutena 
Lieutena 
Master  . 
Master  . 
Surgeon 
Surc^eon' 
Purser  . 
Chaplain 
Midshipi 
Boatswa 
Gunner  . 
Steward 


Ordinary. 

Lieutenant  

Master 

Carpenter 

*  Carpenter's  mate. . . 
Boatswain's  mate  . . . 

Able  seamen 

Ordinary  seamen .... 


6 
5 
3 
3 

65 
40 
20 

30 
20 
20 

3 
1 

2 

20 

12 

1 

2 
2 
2 
1 

$145 
200 
250 

20 
16 
20 
12 

20 
14 
12 
9 

1 
1 

..... 
1 

2 
2 
1 

90 

12 

12 

9 
9 

1 
1 

s 

2 
1 

12 

9 

1 

1 

1 

1 

$3 

,466 

75 

1 

,710 

75 

1 

,081 

00 

753 

75 

941 

75 

662 

50 

1 

,109 

75 

950 

75 

1 

,141 

75 

1 

,141 

75 

1 

,277 

00 

741 

75 

651 

75 

307 

25 

$16 

,257 

50 

$753 

75 

662 

50 

651 

75 

319 

25 

319 

25 

3 

,293 

50 

5 

,492 

50 

$11 

,492 

50 

*  To  attend  particularly  to  vessels  in  ordinary,  to  caulk,  &c. 
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0.- — Estimate  of  pay  and  rations — Continued. 


1 

2 

'I 

I 

1 

Id 

o 

1 

Amount  of  pay, 
rations,    and 
allowances 
per  annum. 

Hosj)itaI. 

1 
1 
1 

2 

1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
I 

$50 
30 
18 
10 
8 
12 

2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 

$200 
145 

20 
16 

20 
14 

1 

..... 

$1,309  15 

950  15 

L  ewa 

301  25 

422  50 

Washers 

Cook 

374  50 

235  25 

Civil  department. 

$3,600  00 

$1,700  00 
450  00 

900  00 

750  00 

30 

360  00 

2,300  00 

420  00 

Inspector  and  meas.  of  timber  . 
Porter 

900  00 

300  00 

$8,080  00 

Total 

$39,430  00 

Yard. 

Captain 

Master  commandant . . . 

Lieutenant  

Lieutenant  

Master 

Surgeon  

Surgeon's  mate 

Purser   

Chaplain 

Teacher  of  mathematics 
Teacher  of  languages . . 

Midshipmen 

Boatswain 

Gunner 

Steward 

Ordinary. 

Lieutenant  

Master 

*  Carpenter 

Carpenters'  mates 

Boatswain's  mate 

Able  seamen 

Ordinary  seamen 

Hospital. 

Surgeon  

Surgeon's  mate 

Steward 

Nurses 

Washers 

Cook 


1 

$100 

16 

1 

60 

5 

1 

40 

3 

1 

40 

3 

1 

40 

2 

1 

60 

2 

1 

30 

2 

1 

40 

2 

1 

40 

2 

1 

40 

2 

1 

40 

2 

4 

19 

1 

1 

20 

2 

1 

20 

2 

1 

18 

1 

1 

40 

3 

1 

40 

2 

1 

20 

2 

1 

19 
19 

1 

1 

14 

12 

1 

26 

10 

1 

1 

50 

2 

1 

30 

2 

1 

18 

1 

2 

10 

1 

2 

1 

1 

8 
12 

1 
1 

"$300 
200 

65 
40 
20 

30 
20 
20 

3 
1 

200 
200 
145 
200 
250 
90 

20 
20 
16 
20 

12 

12 
20 
14 
12 
9 
9 

1 

1 

..... 

1 

..... 

1 

90 
90 

12 
12 

9 
9 

1 
1 

90 

12 

9 

1 

200 
145 

20 
16 

20 
14 

1 

..... 



$3 

,466 

75 

2 

,010 

75 

1 

,281 

00 

753 

75 

1 

,141 

75 

1 

,309 

75 

950 

75 

1 

,141 

75 

1 

,141 

75 

981 

75 

662 

50 

1 

,277 

00 

741 

75 

741 

75 

307 

25 

$n 

,910 

00 

1753  75 

662 

50 

741 

75 

638 

50 

319 

25 

3 

,293 

05 

5 

,492 

50 

$11 

,901 

75 

$1 

,309 

75 

950 

75 

307 

25 

422 

50 

374 

50 

235 

25 

$3 

600 

00 

*  To  attend  particularly  to  vesssels  in  ordinary,  to  caulk,  &c. 
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C. — Edimate  of  pay  and  rations — Continued. 


1 

Oh 

II 

d 

1 

1 

Amount  of  pay, 
rations,    and 
allowances 
per  annum. 

Cii-il  department. 

§1,100  00 

Clerk  to  storekeeper 

450  00 

900  00 

150  00 

630 

360  00 

Master  builder 

Clerk  to  master  builder 

Inspector  and  meas.  of  timber. . 
Porter 

2,300  00 

420  00 

900  00 

25 

300  00 

$8,080  00 

Total 

$41,491   75 

PHILADELPHIA. 


Yard. 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
4 
6 

1 
1 
1 

2 
2 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

$100 
60 
40 
40 
40 
50 
40 
40 
20 
20 
18 

19 
12 
10 

50 
30 
18 
10 
8 
10 

16 

5 
3 
3 

2 

2 

2 

2 
2 
1 

1 

1 
1 

2 

1 
1 

1 
1 

$600 
300 
200 

65 
40 
20 

30 
20 
20 

3 

2 

1 

Lieutenant  

200 
200 
200 
250 
90 
90 

20 
20 
20 
12 
12 
12 

12 
20 
12 
9 
9 
9 

1 
1 
1 

Chanlain          

1 

Boatswain               

1 

1 

O                 ,1 

Ordinary. 

Hospital. 

200 
145 

20 
16 

20 
14 

1 

1 

Nurses 

Washers 

Cook                                  

Civil  department. 

Clerk  to  vard           

Clerk  to  master  builder 

Inspector  and  meas.  of  timber. . 

25 

25 

Total 

$4 

066 

75 

2 

010 

75 

1 

281 

00 

753 

75 

1 

141 

75 

1 

309 

75 

1 

141 

75 

1 

141 

75 

741 

75 

741 

75 

307 

25 

$14 

638 

00 

^319 

25 

941 

00 

1 

267 

50 

$2 

527 

75 

$1 

,309 

75 

950 

75 

307 

25 

422 

50 

374 

50 

211 

25 

$3 

576 

00 

$1 

,200 

00 

300 

00 

600 

00 

750 

00 

2 

,000 

00 

300 

00 

700 

00 

300 

00 

$6 

,150 

00 

$26 

,891 

75 

•  To  attend  particularly  to  vessels  in  ordinary,  to  caulk,  &c. 
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C. — Edimate  of  jmij  and  rations — Continued. 


V 

s 

1 

I 

h 

1 

i 

Amount  of  pay, 
rations,    and 
allowances 
per  annum. 

Yard. 

1 
1 

6 

8 

$100 

40 
40 
40 
.      40 
40 
40 
20 
20 
18 

19 
19 
12 
10 

50 
30 
18 
10 
8 
10 

16 
6 
3 

2 
2 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 

2 
1 
1 
1 
1 

65 
40 
20 
20 

30 
20 
20 
12 

3 

1 
1 

$3,466  75 

1,982  00 

1,081  00 

941   75 

Master  in  charge  of  ordnance  .  . 
Master  keeper  of  magazine 

662  50 

662  50 

$250 
200 
90 
90 

12 
20 
12 
12 

9 
12 
9 
9 

..... 

i 
..... 

1 

1,141   75 

1,141   75 

741   75 

Gunner  as  laburatory  otiicer  .  .  . 
Steward 

741  75 
307  25 

Ordinary. 

$12,870  75 

$319  25 

319  25 

1,411  50 

1,690  00 

200 
145 

20 
16 

20 
14 

1 

..... 

Hospital. 

$3,740  00 

$1,309  75 

Sur<^eun's  mate 

950  75 
307  25 

211  25 

Washer            

187  25 

(jQok                 

211  25 

Civil  department. 

$3,177  50 

$1,700  00 
450  00 



900  00 

Clerk  to  commandant 

1,000  00 

40 

480  00 

Master  builder    

2,300  00 

35 

420  00 

900  00 

Master  chain  cable  and  caboose 

1,500  00 

600  00 

782  50 

1,500  00 

Master  plumber 

1,200  00 

Porter 

25 

300  00 

$14,032  50 

Total 

$33,820  75 

1 

Yard. 

Captain   , 

Master  commandant  .  . .  .  , 

Lieutenant , 

Lieutenant 

Master 

Surgeon , 

Surgeon's  mate 

Purser , 

Chaplain , 

Teacher  of  mathematics. 


6 

65 

30 

3 

5 

$300 

40 

20 

2 

3 

200 

20 

20 

1 

3 

2 

200 

20 

12 

1 

2 

200 

20 

20 

1 

2 

145 

16 

14 

2 

200 

20 

12 

1 

2 

250 

12 

9 

2 

90 

12 

9 

•  To  attend  particularly  to  vessels  in  ordinary,  to  caulk,  &o. 
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5 
'/^, 

S 

1 

3 
Id 

Is 

^  5 

"si 

1 

'jr. 

l^ii 

MidshipiiR'H                                .    .  . 

4 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
U 
26 

1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 

1 

$19 
20 
20 
18 

40 
40 
20 
19 
19 
12 
10 

50 
30 
18 
10 
8 
12 

1 
2 
2 
1 

$1,271  00 
741   75 
741   75 
307   ^>.3 

Boatswain 

Gnnncr 

Steward 

$90 
90 

12 
12 

9 
9 

1 
1 

3 

2 

1 
1 
1 
1 

2 

2 
1 

1 
1 
1 

Ordinary. 

$17,910  00 

$753  75 
662  50 
741   75 
638  50 

*C:^rV-nWv 

*Cai  pcnt'TV  mate 

90 

12 

9 

1 

Bnat-^waiii's  mate 

319  25 
3,293  50 

Able  seamen 

Ordinary  seamen 

5,492  50 

200 
145 

20 
16 

20 
14 

1 

'"i 

Hoqjital. 

$11,901   75 

$1,309  75 
950  75 
307  25 
492  50 

Sur^-eon's  mate 

Steward 

Nurses   

AVasliers 

374  50 

Cook                 

235  25 



Civil  department. 
Storekeeper  

$3,600  00 

$1,700  00 
450  00 

Clerk  to  storekeeper 

Clerk  to  yard 

1 
1 

900  00 

Clerk  to  eomniaudant 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

750  00 

Clerk  1.1  cuiiiiiiaudant 

30 

360  00 

Alasier   iMiildcr             

2  000  00 

Clerk  tn  master  liuilder 

85 

490  00 

900  00 

1 

480  00 

Porter 

1 

25 

300  00 

$8,260  00 

Total 

$41,671   75 

PEXSACOLA. 


Captain  . 
Master  coi 
Lieutenan 
LicMitenan 
Master.  .  . 
Suro-eon  . 


Purser .  . . 
Midshipm. 
Boatswaii 
Gunner  . . 
Steward  . 


Ordinary. 

Carpenter  

Carpenter's  mate. ... 


Ordinary  seamen. 


$100 

16 

60 

5 

40 

3 

40 

3 

40 

2 

50 

2 

30 

2 

40 

2 

19 

1 

20 

2 

20 

2 

18 

1 

1 

20 

2 

1 

19 

1 

4 

12 

1 

6 

10 

1 

$600 
300 
200 

'"200 
200 
145 
200 

65 
40 
20 

'"20 
20 
16 
20 

30 
20 
20 

'"12 
20 
14 
12 

8 

2 

1 

..... 

1 
..... 

1 

90 
90 

90 

12 
12 

12 

9 
9 

9 

;;;;; 

1 

1 

1 

$4 

,066 

75 

2 

,010 

75 

1 

,281 

00 

753 

75 

1 

,141 

75 

1 

,309 

75 

957 

75 

1 

,141 

75 

957 

75 

741 

75 

741 

75 

307 

25 

$11 

,863 

25 

$741 

75 

319 

25 

941 

00 

1 

,267 

50 

$3 

,269 

50 

*  To  attend  particularly  to  vessels  in  ordinary,  to  caulk,  Ac. 


NAVAL    AFFAIRS. 


[No.  339. 


c 

—Edimate  of 

pay  and  ration 

" — Cont 

nued. 

1 
1 
1^ 

o 
S 

1 

a 
1 

Id 

> 

1 

1 

Amount  of  pay, 
rations,    and 
allowances 
per  annum. 

Ho><}nUd. 

1 
1 
1 

2 

1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

$50 
30 
18 
10 
8 
12 

2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 

$200 
145 



20 
16 

20 
14 

1 

..... 

$1,309  ^5 

Surgeon's  mate 

950  75 
307  25 

Nurses 

422  50 

374  50 

Qook                     

235  25 

Civil  department. 

$3,600  00 

$1,700  00 
300  00 

900  00 

Clerk  to  commandant 

Master  builder    

600  00 

2  000  00 

25 
25 

300  00 

01  ei  . 

300  00 

$6,100  00 

Total 

$24,832  75 

Captain  .  .  .  . 
Lieutenant  . 
Surgeon  ... 
Purser 


Captain  .... 
Lieutenant  . 
Surgeon  . . . 
Purser    .... 


BALTIMORE. 


1 

$100 

8 

1 

40 

2 

1 

50 

2 

1 

40 

$300 

65 

30 

3 

200 

20 

20 

1 

, 

CHARLESTOX,    S.  C. 


1 

$100 

8 

1 

40 

3 

1 

50 

2 

1 

40 

2 

$300 

65 

30 

3 



200 

20 

20 

1 

SACKETT  £ 

$40  I  i 


HARBOR. 

I  $200  I 


$3,036  75 

753  75 

1,309  75 

662  50 


$5,762  75 


$3,036  75 

753  75 

1,309  75 

662  50 


$5,762  75 


Recajntulation — comiMsing  the  second  and  third  items  of  general  estimate. 


Second  item. 
Naval. 

Second  item. 
Ordinary. 

Second  item. 
Hospital. 

Third  item. 
Civil. 

Aggregate. 

Portsmouth,  N.  H 

$12,401   00 
16,257  50 
17,910  00 
14,638  00 
12,870  75 
17,910  00 
11,863  25 
5,762  75 
5,762  75 
1,141  75 

$2,527  75 
11,492  50 
11,901  75 
2,527   75 
3,740  00 
11,901   75 
3,269  50 

$5,400  00 
8,080  00 
8,080  00 
6,150  00 

14,032  50 
8,260  00 
6,100  00 

$20,328  75 
29,430  00 
41,491   75 
26,891   75 
33,820  75 
41,671   75 
24,832  75 
5,762  75 
5  762  75 

Boston 

$3,600  00 
3,600  00 
3,576  00 
3,177  50 
3,600  00 
3,300  00 

New  York 

Philadelphia 

Norfolk 

Pensacola  

Baltimore 

Charleston 

Sackett's  Harbor 

1    141   75 

Naval  constructor .... 

3,000  00 

3,000  00 

Total 

$116,517  75 

$47,361  00 

$21,158  50 

$59,102  50 

$244,134  75 

Papers  B,  D,  E,  and  F  compose  the  first  item  of  general  estimate. 

The  naval,  ordinary,  and  hospital  estimates,  on  paper  C,  make  the  second  item. 

And  the  civil  estimate,  on  paper  C,  the  third  item. 

Paper  C  explains  the  fourth  item. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVY. 


Udimate  of  the  number,  pay,  d-c,  of  officers,  &c.,  required  for  five  receiving  vessels,  for  the  year  1828, 
part  of  the  first  item  of  general  estimate. 


Masters  comniandaiit 

Lieutenants 

Masters 

Pursers 

Surgeons'  mates  .  .  .  . 

Midshipmen 

Boatswains'  mates  .  . 
Carpenters'  mates . . . 

Stewards 

Cooks  

Able  seamen 

Ordinary  seamen. . . . 
Boys 


$4,70.5  00 
9,798  75 
1,987  50 
1,987  50 
1,627  50 
2,964  00 
1,140  00 
912  00 
1,080  00 
1,080  00 
1,440  00 
2,880  00 
1,152  00 


^32,754  25 


One  captain. , 


Ordnance  service. 


RECRUITING    STATIONS. 


Estimate  of  the  pay,  &c.,  of  offi 


■>  attached  to  recruiting  stations,  for  the  year  1828, 
of  the  general  estimate. 


part  of  the  first  item 


d 

ffl 

1 

i 

o 

G 

o 

3 

o 

Amount  of 
pay  and 
rations. 

1 
2 

2 
1 

1 

2 
1 

1 

2 
1 

1 

2 
2 
1 

1 

2 

-    2 
1 

5 
10 
10 

5 

$5,881  25 
7,537  50 

Midshipmen 

3,192  50 

Surgeons  

3,912  50 

$20,523  75 

F. 

Exhibit  of  the  officers,  itc,  awaiting  orders  and  on  furlough — -par^  of  first  item. 


J, 

'H 

1 

. 

. 

s 

£ 

t 

"S 

S  c 

S 

o 

o  g 

£ 

■^ 

S 

S 

Total. 

u 

Ie 

bD 

^1 

s 

i 

o 

■^ 

C/3    " 

•^ 

o 

m 

Waiting 

orders  

13 

7 

111 

12 

11 

8 

85 

g 

1 

$165,097  50 

Furlong 

1 

2 

1 

1,832  75 

$166,930  25 

72  NAVAL    AFFAIRS.  [No.  339. 

G. 
Estimate  for  provisiom  required  for  the  year  1828. 

To  vessels  in  commission,  persons 5,033 

Mariners  on  board T'l^ 

Receiving  vessels 82 

5,86-i 

At  one  ration  per  day,  is  2,140,360  rations,  estimated  at  25  cents  each,  is $535,000  00 

From  which  may  be  deducted,  as  a  balance  will  probably  remain  on  hand  the  present  year, 

this  sum 30,000  00 

Total $505,000  00 


Cojnj  of  a  letter  from  Lieut.  Colonel  Archibald  Henderson  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated — 

Head-Quarters  of  the  Marine  Corps,  Washington,  September  26,  1821. 

I  transmit  to  the  Department  the  annual  estimate  of  the  marine  corps  for  the  year  1828. 

The  arms  of  the  corps,  from  long  use,  are  entirely  worn  out.  It  has  therefore  been  deemed  necessary 
to  include  in  the  estimate  the  sum  of  twenty-one  thousand  dollars  for  the  purchase  of  fifteen  hundred 
stand  of  arms. 

On  a  recent  visit  to  fortress  Monroe,  I  made  particular  inquiries  in  relation  to  the  utility  and  effi- 
ciency of  Hall's  rifle,  and  of  its  being  particularly  useful  to  the  soldiers  of  the  marine  corps,  on  the  vari- 
ous services  on  which  they  were  employed.  I  had  the  most  satisfactory  assurance  that  this  description 
of  arms  has  a  decided  advantage  over  the  musket,  which  has  been  heretofore  used. 

The  principal  objection  to  this  rifle  has  been  entirely  done  away,  by  a  full  experiment  at  that  fortress. 

It  has  been  fired  several  thousand  times,  and  not  the  slightest  disorder  or  difficulty  was  experienced, 
though  the  discharge  was  as  rapid  as  any  service  could  require. 

The  price  of  each  stand  of  arms  is  fixed  at  14  dollars;  the  cost  of  this  rifle. 

I  transmit  with  the  estimates  letters  from  the  quarter  and  paymaster. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  E.  J.   Weed,  quartermaster  of  the  marine   corps,   to  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Archibald  Henderson,  dated — 

Head-Quarters  of  the  Marine  Corps,  Quartermaster's  Office,  ) 
Washington  City,  September  24,  1827.  ) 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  herewith,  an  estimate  of  appropriation  required  for  the  quartermaster's 
department  of  the  marine  corps,  for  the  year  1828. 

The  3,098  dollars  for  arrearages  for  fuel,  is  rendered  necessary,  in  consequence  of  this  amount  having 
been  deducted  from  the  estimate  for  the  present  year. 

Twenty-one  thousand  dollars  is  required  for  re-arming  the  corps;  the  arms  now  in  use  having  become 
entirely  unfit  for  service,  and  unworthy  of  repair. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Joseph  L.  Kuhn,  paymaster  of  the  marine  corps,  to  Lieutenant   Colonel 
Henderson,  dated — ■ 

Paymaster's  Office,  Marine  Corps,  Navy  Department,  September  22,  1827. 
You  will  herewith  receive  an  estimate  for  the  pay  of  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians 
and  privates,  and  for  the  subsistence  of  officers  of  the  United  States  marine  corps,  for  the  year  1828. 

Estimate  of  pay  for  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians  and  privates,  and  subsistence  for  the  officers 
of  the  United  States  marine  corps,  for  the  yeur  1828. 

PAY. 

One  lieutenant  colonel  commandant,  at  $75  per  month $900  00 

Four  lieutenant  colonels,  at  $60  per  month 2, 880  00 

One  paymaster,  at  $50  per  month 600  00 

One  quartermaster,  at  $60  per  month 720  00 

Four  captains,  at  $40  per  month 1 ,  920  00 

T\venty-tiiree  first  lieutenants,  at  $30  per  month 8,280  00 

Sixteen  second  lieutenants,  at  $25  per  month 4, 800  00 

One  surgeon,  at  $50  per  month , .  600  00 

One  surgeon's  mate,  at  $40  per  month 480  00 

One  sergeant  major,  at  $10  per  month 120  00 

One  quartermaster  sergeant,  at  $10  per  raonlli 120  00 

One  drum  major,  at  $9  per  month , 108  00 

One  fife  major,  at  $9  per  month 108  00 

Seventy-one  sergeants,  at  $9  per  month 7 ,  668  00 

Seventy-three  corporals,  at  $8  per  month 7 ,  008  00 

Twenty  drummers,  at  $7  per  month 1 ,  680  00 

Twenty  fifers,  at  $7  per  month 1 ,  680  00 

Seven  hundred  and  fifty  privates,  at  $&  per  month 54 ,  000  00 

Extra  pay  to  the  adjutant  and  inspector,  at  $30  per  mouth 360  00 

Extra  pay  to  three  lieutenant  colonels,  from  3d  March,  1827,  to  31st  Decem- 
ber 1828,  at  $20  per  month,  $198.33  each  (not  before  appropriated  for 

1827) 594  99 

$94,626  99 
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SUBSISTENCE. 

One  lieutenant  colonel,  at  six  rations,  and  six  as  commandant,  4,380  rations, 

at  20  cents  each $S1C)  00 

Four  lieutenant  colonels,  at  five  rations  per  day,  is  t.oOO,  at  20  cents 1,460  00 

One  paymaster,  at  fuur  ralions  {mt  day,  is  ],4(;0.  at  20  cents 292  00 

One  quartermaster,  at  fniir  ralimis  ])ci- day,  is  l,4C.o,  at  20  cents 292  00 

Four  captains,  at  Hirer  ralioiis  prr  (lay,  is  4,:;so,  a(  -Jo  cents 876  00 

Twenty-three  first  li.'ntciianls,  a(  Imiii- ia,ti,.iis  pn- day,  is  .33,580,  at  20  cents..  6,116  00 

Sixteen  second  licntciiaiils,  al  tlircc  lat  imis  pia  day,  is  17,520,  at  20  cents. . .  3,504  00 

Surgeon,  at  two  rat  inns  pn-  day,   is  7-!0,  at    i'.".  criiis. 180  00 

One  surgeon's  mate,  at  twn   rainais  p.'i- day,  is  720,  at  25  cents 180  00 

Six  additional  rations  per  day.  Imi-  three   lieutenant  colonels,  from  3d  March, 
1827,  to  31st  December,  \><-21.  is  1,S24  rations,  at  20  cents  per  ration,  (tliis 

amount  not  before  aiipropriatetl, ; 304  80 

$14,740  80 

$109,367  79 

(Signed)  JOS.  L.  KUHN,  PaymaMer  Marine  Corps. 

Paymaster's  Office,  Marine  Corps,  Navy  Dtpartment,  September  21,  1827. 

Estimate/or  expenditures  in  the  Quartermaster' s  department  of  the  United  States  marine  corps,  for  the  year  1828. 

SUBSISTENCE. 

For  297  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  privates  and  washerwomen,  serving  on  shore,  at  one  ration 
per  day  each,  is  108,405,  at  12  cents  per  ration,  is $13, 008  60 

CLOTHING. 

For  938  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians  and  privates,  at  $30  each,  is. .  . .   $28,140  00 
For  100  watch  coats,  at  $6.25  each,  is 625  00 

28,765  00 

FUEL. 

For  the  ofiBcers,  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  privates,  and  washermomen,  and  for 

the  public  offices  and  armory $9, 098  00 

Arrearage  for  fuel 2,098  00 

12,196  00 


For  traveling  expenses  for  officers  and  transportation  for  men;  freight  of  stores  from  one 
station  to  another;  toll,  ferriage,  wharfage  and  cartage;  expenses  of  recruiting;  per 
diem  allowance  for  attending  courts-martial  and  courts  of  inquiry,  and  for  officers  on 
extra  duty;  compensation  to  judge  advocates;  house  rent  and  chamber  money,  where 
there  are  no  public  quarters  assigned;  incidental  labor  in  the  Quartermaster's  depart- 
ment; expenses  of  burying  deceased  persdiis  belonging  to  the  maiini'  corps;  printing 
and  stationery;  postage  on  puMie  leiiiis;  forage;  expenses  in  pnisniiiL;- deserters;  keep- 
ing in  repair  the  barracks  at  the  dillerenl  stations;  straw  Inr  ilie  men,  barrack  furni- 
ture, spades,  axes,  shovels,  picks,  and  carpenter's  tools,  and  fur  nu  other  purpose 
whatever , $13,500  00 

For  sundry  expenses  arising  in  the  current  year,  and  not  hereinbefore  mentioned.  500  00 

14,000  00 

ARMS. 

For  the  purchase  of  1,500  stand  of  arms,  with  accoutrements  complete,  at  $14  each,  is 21,000  00 

MILITARY    STORES. 

For  keeping  the  arms  in  repair,  armorer's  pay,  and  armorer's  tools  and  ordnance  stores. . .  3,000  00 

MEDICINES. 

For  medicines,  hospital  stores,  and  instruments  for  the  use  of  the  officers  and  marines  (on 

shore) 2,369  71 

$94,339  31 

(Signed)  E.  J.  WEED,  Q.  M.  M.  C. 

Head-Quarters  Marine  Corps,  Quartermaster's  Office,   Washington  City,  September  24,  1827. 

Additional  appropriation  required  for  the  Quartermaster's  dep)artment,  for  the  year  1828. 

For  arrearages  for  fuel,  quarters,  traveling,  court-martial  expenses  to  officers,  judge  advo- 
cates' fees,  premium  for  recruiting,  and  other  incidental  expenses,  from  the  year  1821 
to  1825 $39,244  40 

■    E.  J.  WEED,  Q.  M.  M.  Corps. 
Head-Quarters  Marine  Corps,  Quartermaster's  Office,  Washington,  October  20,  1827. 
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Navy  Commissioxf.rs"  Office,  November  30,  182T. 
Sir:  The  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  have  the  h.nur  ty  han.l,  .nrl.s,.!,  a  staty.iient  nunkcd  A,  sit- 
ing the  present  state  and  condition  of  the  vessels  built  and  ImiMu,-,  uiul,.i  ^'^^^  i'"  ti'|'  >7';!\^'V'V;"^_.  f';,;^ 
of  the  navy  and   for  building  ten  sloops-of-war,  and  ul  tli.-sc  lu  ..rdinaiy,  ana  lliat  aie  iiuaLig(_)in„  upauh 
at  the  several  navy  yards.  ,       ,        .         .  ,     ,,  ,      • 

A  statement,  also,  marked  B,  is  respectfnlly  submitted,   showing,  m  part,  the  progress  made  in 
exeeutiu"-  the  law  for  the  gradual  improvement  of  the  navy. 

"l  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

f\\WL  L.  SOITHARI),  Secretary  of  (he  Navy. 


Stafement  shoicing  the  present  state  and  condition  of  the  United  States  vessels-of-war  noiu  on  the  stocks,  and 
those  in  ordinary  and  rejiairing,  at  the  sevei-al  navy  yards. 

AT    PORTSMOnTH,    N.    H. 

Alabama  1i.  yl— Hull  in  good  order,  except  some  decay  in  her  planks,  masts  and  spars;  nearly 
finished   and  considerable  progress  maie  in  her  inboard  works,  sails,  &c. 

Santee  44.  yl— Hull  in  good  order,  except  some  decay  in  her  planks,  masts,  and  spars;  nearly  got 
out,  and  progress  made  in  her  inboard  works,  sails,  &c. 

Concord,  sloop.  Ji — Frame  complete,  and  ready  for  planking;  plank,  thick  stuff,  beams,  carlings, 
&c.,  dressed' out;  also  stanchions,  combings,  gun  carriages,  masts,  and  spars,  nearly  finished;  sails 
nearly  complete. 

AT    BOSTON. 

Virginia  74.  A — Hull  sound  and  in  good  order;  complete,  except  the  stern  to  plank;  masts  and  yards 
nearly  complete;  gun  carriages  partly  got  out;  boats  built;  considerable  progress  made  in  inboard 
works,  &c. 

Vermont  14.  A — Hull  sound  and  in  good  order,  and  nearlj'  completed;  masts  and  yards,  gun  carriages, 
boats,  Ace,  &c.,  progressed  in. 

Cul ambus  74.  A — Hull  sound  and  in  good  order;  also  masts  and  spars,  except  some  few  small  spars; 
armament  and  sails  in  good  order;  her  magazines,  cabins,  &c.,  require  some  slight  repairs,  and  her  cop- 
per requires  to  be  examined  before  she  could  prudently  be  sent  to  sea. 

Independence  74 — Her  hull  in  good  order;  her  magazines,  platforms,  waterways,  &c.,  require  some 
repairs;  her  masts  and  spars  so  defective  as  to  require  a  new  set;  spare  spars  and  sails  in  good  order. 
Before  going  to  sea,  her  copper  should  be  examined. 

Cumberland  4:^.  A — Hull  sound  and  in  good  condition;  planked  in  and  outboard  up  to  lower  port 
sills,  except  eight  strakes  of  bottom  plank  and  of  wales;  masts  and  yards  nearly  got  out. 

Falmouth,  sloop.  B — In  good  order;  now  preparing  for  sea. 

AT    NE\Y    YORK. 

Ohio  74.  A — Outside  plank  much  decayed  from  the  rail  to  the  wales,  and  some  spots  of  decay  inside 
in  the  plauk,  aciuss  the  stern,  in  the  ceiling,  and  gun  deck  clamps. 

Washimjlnii  74 — Will  require  considerable  repairs  in  her  planking,  top  timbers,  beams,  and  floor 
timbers;  the  ((.pprr  shuild  be  examined  before  she  goes  to  sea. 

Franliiit  74 — Will  require  planking  from  near  water's  edge  to  the  rail,  and  an  examination  of  her 
copper. 

United  States  44 — Will  require  considerable  repairs  in  hull,  and  some  repairs  in  sails,  masts  and 
spars;  standing  and  running  rigging  generally  in  good  order. 

Liberator  44.  A — Frigate  of  first  class,  purchased,  now  in  ordinary. 

Savannah  44.  A — Hull  sound  and  in  good  condition,  except  the  wales  and  one  of  the  r'ding-bitt  knees; 
masts  and  spars  considerably  advanced;  laying  the  gun,  spar,  and  berth  decks,  progressed  in,  &c. 

Fairfield,  sloop.  B — Her  frame  prepared  and  raised;  floors  filled  in  and  caulked,  with  deck  beams 
put  in,  kneed,  and  bolted;  also  wales,  kelson,  and  bilge  strakes;  progress  made  in  her  inboard  works. 

Sabine  44.  A — Advanced  to  the  building  of  the  head  and  stern;  masts  and  spars,  &c.,  progressed  in. 

Fulton,  steam  frigate — Used  as  receiving  ship. 

Peacock,  sloop — Will  require  new  sails,  and  considerable  repairs  in  hull,  and  standing  and  running 
rigging. 

Sliark,  schooner — Undergoing  repairs. 

AT    PHILAOELPHIA. 

Pennsylvania,  ship  of  the  line.  A — Flanked  from  floor-heads  to  upper  gun  deck  ports;  lower  gun  and 
orlop  decks  laid;  spirketings,  ceiling  between  ports  on;  stanchions  up;  middle  gun  deck  beams  in;  ledge 
knees  fayed  and  bolted;  partners  fitted;  upper  gun  decks  on,  and  beams  nearly  in;  also  spar  deck,  and 
port  sills  of  gun  decks;  a  great  portion  of  her  copper  and  iron  work  prepared,  &c. 

Baritan  44.  A — Planked  inside  and  out,  except  openings  for  air;  decks  completed,  except  orlop;  and 
progress  made  in  her  inboard  works. 

Vandalia,  sloop.  B — Frame,  except  counter  timbers,  up;  one-third  of  the  wales  on;  beams  for  deck 
dressed  out;  knees  sided;  inboard  works  and  sails  considerably  progressed  in. 
Cyane,  corvette — Requires  very  extensive  repairs. 

AT    WASHINGTON. 

Potomac  44.  A — Carp.enters'  work  nearly  done.  Masts,  spars,  gun  carriages,  boats,  &c.,  nearly 
complete. 
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Columbia  44.  J— Wales  on;  broawt  liooks,  orlops,  and  bortii  decks,  and  spirketino-s,  just  in;  water- 
ways, knees  and  breast  inniks,  I'm-  uun  and  spar  di'cks.  licwcil  nu\:  licains  ready;  cutwater  and  channels 
prepared;  masts  and  spars  pii.^-icssiim-;   l;-iiii  ciuiiaui's,  .^kids,  and  beds  rdii-ln'Il  out,  &c. 

Congress  36— Has  been  llHiinn-hK-  npanvd,  and  is  lu.w  ready  I,,  lii  fur  sea. 

,S?.  Louis,  sloop.  i?~rranie  e(,ni|dele,  except  counter  tiinb',.rs;  |,e:ii,,s  lor  berth  and  gnu  decks 
trimmed  out;  masts  and  spars  nearly  made;  gun  caiTiages  roughed  nut,  tvc. 

AT     NORFOLK. 

Delaware  li.  A— In  good  order,  and  ab.iui  1(.  |.rneee(l  to  sea. 

Si.  Lawrence  ii.   A — Timbering  eomplele,  e.\ee]it  the  cants,  lilling  in  the  lloors,  and  fitting  kelsons. 

North  Carolina,  74.  A — In  good  or(h'r,  except  h<'r  copper,  which  is  somewhat  defective,  and  requires 
examination. 

Neiv  Yoi-kH.  ^—Required    to  comph'fe  llie  hull;  pjaiddng  of  tlie  upper  and   spar  decks;   thirty-si.K 

strakes  on  lower  gun,  and  twenty rlop,  and  jdanking  between  p.)rts,  from  rail  to  string;  twentydonr 

strakes  in  the  bottom,  head  and  'i^-alleiies,  \,'. 

Guerriere,  44— Has  bei>n  thonrngldv  rep.iircd,  and  is  now  ready  lo  reciye  a  crew. 

Constellation  36— Requires  a  thorough  repair. 

Jolin  Adams,  corvettc' — Keijuires  extensive  repairs  in  h(;r  hull,  sails  and  rigging,  and  must  be  hove 
down  to  e.Kamine  her  bottom. 

Live  oak  frames  for  three  frigates  of  the  first  class,  delivering  under  contract. 

*  [The  letters  A  in  italic  denote  those  vessels  built  and  building,  under  gradual  increase;  and  B  those 
building  under  the  law  of  March  3,  1825,  for  building  ten  sloops  of  war;  five  of  wdrich  have  been 
completed  and  are  now  in  service  at  sea.] 


B. 

Under  the  act  "for  the  gradual  improvement  of  the  navy,"  the  Commissioners  have  had  the 
necessary  moulds  prepared,  and  have  contracted  for  the  frames  and  promiscuous  timber,  of  live  oak,  for 
five  ships  of  the  line,  five  frigates  and  five  sloops-of-war  of  the  first  class,  and  part  of  a  frame  for  a  sloop- 
of-war  has  been  purchased. 

Under  the  same  act,  scows,  ancdiors  and  driving  machines  have  been  procured;  and  contracts  have 
been  made  for  timber  for  a  coller  dam,  for  all  the  earth,  clay,  gravel  work,  and  labor  for  covering  two 
whai'ves,  (one  two  hundreil  feet  long  and  si.xly  feet  wide,  the  other  one  hundred  feet  square,)  for  filling 
the  cofferdam,  filling  in  and  backing  up  the  dry  ston.'  (piay  wall;  two  steam  engines,  pumps,  boilers, 
machinery,  &c.,  required  for_a  dry  dock  at  Boston,  and  progress  has  been  made  in  the  construction  of  a 
coffer  dam,  &c. 

The  civil  engineer  employed  in  the  construction  of  the  docks  has  proceeded  to  Norfolk,  where  the 
materials  will  be  procured  for  constructing  a  dock,  and   the  work  commenced  as  early  as  circumstances 
will  admit. 
Appropriated  by  the  "act  for  the   gradual    improvement   of  the   navy,"   ai)]n-oved    March 

3,   1827 ' $500,000  00 

Expended  on  account  of  the  objects  specified  in  the  said  act 80,978  81 

Balance  unexpended,  December  1,  1827 $419,021   19 


Head-Quarters  of  the  Marine  Corps,  Washington,  November  27,  1827. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this  day's  date,  and,  in  compliance 
with  the  direction  contained  in  it,  I  transmit  to  you  two  papers,  Nos.  1  and  2,  showing  the  number  of 
officers,  non-commissioiie<|  (.flieers,  musicians,  and' i)rivates  which,  in  my  opinion,  are  necessary  to  form 
a  competent  guard  for  eaeh  n.i\  v  vard,   and  lor  eaeli  vessel  now  in  commission. 

In  my  communieaiioiis  to  ilie  Department,  1  have  heretofm-e  assigned  a  smaller  force  to  the  prominent 
naval  estaldishmeurs  at  I'.oslon,  Norlolk  and  New  York.  The  docks  about  to  be  established  at  the  two 
former  vards  lead  me  t.i  the  conclusion  that  the  toree  1  have  now  alhafd  to  each  of  them  is  by  no 
means  too  lar-e  ior  the  pi-otection  of  the  imporlaiit  i-uMi.'  interests  to  !„■  eoiieentrated  at  tlicm.  If 
there  shonhl  not  be  a  doek  estaMishmeid  at  the  New  York  yard,  the  number  of  vessels  fitted  out  there, 
and  the  consequent  ceincentratioii  of  all  1lu>  mateiials  necessary  for  repairing  and  fitting  them  out,  render  it 
necessary  that  an  efiective  force  should  be  stationed  for  its  protection.     I  have  included  tlie  Constellation 

frigate  among  the  vessels  in  co ission,  under  the  supposition  that  the  flag  ship  on  the  West   India 

station  would  be  of  her  class. 

It  nuiy  be  proper  to  state  that,  when  relief  squadrons  are  fitted  out  for  distant  seas,  additional  calls 
are  mad(!  on  the  corps  to  a  considiiable  amount,  and  not  provided  for  in  this  statement;  and  which  will 
make  a  deduction  from  the  force  on  shore  until  the  return  of  the  relieved  force.  I  have  assigned  a 
captain  to  the  flag  ship  of  each  sipiadron. 

I  have  appended  to  the  statemenl  a  small  force  at  head-quarters.  At  some  one  of  the  stations  there 
must,  necessarily,  be  an  establishment  for  the  preservation  and  repair  of  the  arms  of  the  corps;  andas 
there  is  already  an  armory  here,  I  have  thought  the  public  interest  would  be  promoted  by  the  retention 
of  a  small  force  at  this  post.  The  only  possible  way  in  which  the  large  number  of  musicians  required 
for  the  different  guards  of  the  corps  can  be  furnished,  is  by  having  a  number  of  small  boys  bound,  and 
educated  in  music  for  that  purpose.     It  would  be  impracticable  lo  supply  them  in  any  other  mode.     This 
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has  hitherto  been  done  at  head-quarters,  and  such  an  establishment  would  be  required  at  some  other 
post,  in  case  this  station  is  broken  up. 

I  have  deemed  it  right  to  recommend  a  field  ofBcer  for  each  of  the  three  large  stations,  and  for  the 
line  of  battle  ship.  It  rests  with  the  government  what  rank  to  assign  to  the  commandant  of  the  corps, 
in  case  the  views  now  laid  before  it  should  be  adopted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  "  ARCH.  HENDERSON,  Lieut.  Col.  Commandant. 

The  Hon  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


An  estimate  of  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and  privates  of  marines  required  for  the  several 
vessels  of  the  United  States  now  in  c 


Delaware  14 

Java  44 

Constitution  44 

Brandywine  44 

Macedonian  36 

Constellation  36 

Corvette  John  Adams. . . 
Sloop-of-war  Vincennes  . 
Sloop-of-war  Lexirigt<m  . 
Sloop-of-war  Natchez  . . 
Sloop-of-war  Boston  . . . . 
Sloop-of-war  Warren  . . . 
Sloop-of-war  Peacock  . . 
Sloop-of-war  Ontario  . . . 

Sloop-of-war  Erie 

Sloop-of-war  Hornet . . . . 

Schooner  Grampus 

Schooner  Shark 

Schooner  Porpoise 


Flag  ship. 
Flag  ship. 
Flag  ship. 


An  estimate  of  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and  privates  required  to  compose  guards  at  the 
several  navy  yards,  viz: 
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Navy  yard,  Washington  
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1 
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Navy  yard,  Norfolk 
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150 

Navy  yard,  Portsmouth,  N.  H L  . . 

80 

Navy  yard,  Pensacola 

120 

1 
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1ft      20        4 

61 

57 

36 

870 

•  staff. — Adjutant  and  inspector,  quartermaster,  paymaster. 

t  Mn-commiisioned  siaj'.— Sergeant  major,  quartermaster  sergeant,  drum  major,  fife  major. 
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20th  Coxgress.]  No.  340.  [IstSessiox. 

EXPENSE  ANNUALLY  INCURRED  UNDER  THE  ACT  FOR  PROHIBITING  THE  SLAVE  TRADE. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    SENATE    DECEMBER    6,    1821. 

AVashingtox,  December  6,  1827. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  tlie  19th  of  February  last,  requesting-  a  statement 
of  all  the  expenses  annually  incurred  in  carryinu-  into  oiTcct  the  act  of  March  2,  1819,  for  prohibiting  the 
slave  trade,  including  the  r,,^\  ,.\'  kr,  piii-  the  -liip-;-M|' war  <<\i  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  all  the  incidental 
expenses  growing  out  of  the  ,.|iit:ii  i.in^  nl'  ihai  aei,  1  ti  aiismii  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with 
the  statement,  so  far  as  it  can  be  uiade,  re(piireil  by  the  resulutiou. 

J.  Q.  ADAMS. 


The  Secretary  of  the  N 
three  accounts,  be  in--  ^tatei 
on  the  coast  of  Afriea  ami 
under  the  control  <A'  tins  hi 
tion  of  the  Senate,  ]K!->e,|  i 


\\ 


the 


:'.itli  Noyenibei 


Navy  Department,  Decemher  4,  1827. 
the  Presiileiit  of  tlie  United  States  copies  of 
]i|ir.ipriatiiiiis   \\>y  ilie  support  of  the  agency 
le,  siiue   Apiil,  IS:]:;,  when  that  fund  came 
1827,  prepared  in  compliance  with  a  resolu- 


As  no  vessel-e(-\\ar  eC  tli''  Inited  States  lias  been  exclusively  attached  to  that  station,  one  of  those 
belonging  to  the  West  India  spiadnm  luaiiig  been  occasionally  sent  to  afford  protection  to  the  agency, 
and  for  uncertain  periods,  an  accurate  statement  of  what  has  heretofore  been  "the  cost  of  keeping  ships- 
of-war  on  the  coast  of  Africa"  cannot  be  furnished.  The  annual  expense  would  probably  be  about  the 
average  cost  of  keeping  vessels  of  the  same  class  in  commission  on  other  stations.  An  estimate  is 
annexed  of  the  expense  of  the  several  classes  of  our  ships,  for  one  year. 

The  original  resolution  and  paper  accompanying  it  are  hei'ewith  returned. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 


A  detailed  statement  of  the  expenditure  of  the  sum  appropriated  by  the,  *lt.h  section  of  tlie  act  2)ass 
1819,  in  addition  to  the  acts  prohibiting  the  slave  trade. 


1819.    May     29..  . 


Jan. 
Dec. 


Aug. 

24) 

1821. 

June 

1) 

1820. 

Aug. 
Dec. 

261 

7 

1821. 

Feb. 

6 

1822. 

July 

17  J 

1820.   Nov.     23. 


April 


William  E.  Coalc,  for  bounty  allowed  him  on  12  negroes  illegally 
imported  into  the  district  of  Maryland  by  Henry  H.  Ford,  and  re- 
leased on  the  information  of  said  Coale,  by  the  judgment  of  the 
court 

Samuel  Bacon,  late  principal  agent  under  the  2d  section  of  the  act, 
for  the  salaries  of  two  agents,  charter  of  ship  Elizabeth,  and  pur- 
chase of  materials,  provisions  and  medicines 

Jonathan  B.  Winn,  principal  agent: 

Salary  of  two  agents,  at  $1,500  and  $1,200 $2,700 

Charter  of  a  vessel 3 ,  500 

Purchase  of  materials,  provisions,  medicines,  &c 10,000 

Samuel  Hodges,  jr.,  consul  at  the  Cape  de  Verde  Islands,  for  passa- 
ges of  eighteen  prisoners  to  Boston,  found  on  board  of  vessels 
captured  by  public  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,  charged 
with  acting  in  contravention  of  the  acts  prohibiting  the  slave 
trade 

Morton  A.  Waring,  marshal.  South  Carolina,  for  his  expenditures 
from  April  20,  1819,  to  December  29,  1820,  for  maintenance  and 
care  of  four  African  negroes  illegally  brought  into  the  State,  in- 
cluding their  passages  from  Charleston  to  Norfolk .... 

John  H.  Morel,  marshal,  Georgia,  on  account  of  the  maintenance  of 
certain  African  negroes,  captured  in  the  Ramirez,  which  have 
been  placed  under  his  direction,  by  order  of  the  President  of  the 
Ignited  States ,    

Robert  Swarlwniit,  navy  ae-ont,  New  York,  for  shot  and  flints  pur- 
chased liv  him  for  the  ship  Klizal'eih,  having  on  board  the  blacks 

t.i   l.e   tra'lispui-led   to  the  euast    of  Alriea 

Lyiide  Catlin,  agent  lor  tlie  piuchase  of  bills  of  exchange,  to  be  re- 
mitted to  Baring,  Br  thers  &  Co.,  London,  on  accolint  of  the  ex- 
penses incident  to  the  establishment  to  be  made  on  the  coast  of 
Africa 


$600  00 
13,000  00 
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Ill  whose  favor  and  for  what  purpose. 


1821.    Jan.      30.. 


Aug.       2., 


1821.  July  26] 

1822.  Aug.  23  I 
Oct.  9  \ 

1823.  Jan.  31  j 
1820.  Feb  15  J 
1822.    May  27., 


Dec.  14 1 

1823.    Feb.  13] 

1822.   June  18.. 

Sept.  4., 

1822.    June  18., 


John  Carningham,  for  bounty  allowed  him  on  four  negroes  illegally 
imported  into  the  district  of  South  Carolina,  and  released  on  the 
inforniatioii  nf  thu  said  Canuii-liaiii,  by  jud-iiH.iit  of  the  court.  .  . 

Joliii  P.  D.Tatur,  iiavv  sf. .ivkccpcr,  N-w  Vmk,  fm-  suiidrv  articles 
furnished  l,v  him  fur  the  ship  Kli/.abe! !,,  havin-un  board  the  blacks 
to  be  transported  to  the  coast  of  Africa 

Thomas  Aspinwall,  consul  at  Loudon,  for  amount  paid  to  him  on  the 
21st  September,  1820,  per  order  of  the  minister  at  London,  to  Sam- 
uel Avery,  for  the  passage  to  New  York  of  James  Doughen,  of 
Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  attached  to  the  expedition  for  taking- 
out  free  people  of  color  to  Africa 

Joliii  Jackson,  commander  of  the  revenue  cutter  Dallas,  for  bounty 
allowed  for  the  benefit  of  himself  and  crew,  on  sixteen  negroes 
captured  by  him  on  board  the  Antelope,  or  General  Ramirez,  and 
delivered  to  the  marshal  of  Georgia 

Doctor  Eli  Ayres,  for  compensation  as  principal  agent  and  as  sur- 
geon, expensesof  transporting  people  of  color,  medicines,  hospital 
stores,  and  traveling  expenses 

James  Beatty,  navy  agent,  Baltimore,  for  the  cost  of  articles  shipped 
by  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  on  board  the  brig- 
Strong,  chartered  to  proceeed  to  Cape  Mesurado,  on  the  coast  of 
Africa 

James  Beatty,  on  account  of  a  balance  due  to  the  owners  of  the  brig 
Strong,  chartered  to  proceed  to  cape  Mesurado,  on  the  coast  of 
Airica 

Paul  P.eiitahiu,  marshal,  Maryland,  for  amount  paid  by  him  for  the 
passage  ol'  eighteen  Africans  from  Savannah  to  Baltimore,  and  de- 
livered by  him  on  lioard  the  brig  Strong,  for  the  purpose  of  being- 
conveyed  to  Cape  ^lesmado 

Christian  Wiltberger,  jr.,  Inr  aniiiiinl  of  his  compensation  for  servi- 
ces in  Africa,  as  agent  Inr  the  caplured  Africans,  from  August  25, 
1821,  to  April  3,  1822 

Morris  Robinson,  for  cost  of  one  set  of  exchange,  amounting-  to 
£1,125  sterling,  purchased  by  him  for  the  purpose  of  being  re- 
mitted to  the  bankers  of  the  United  States  in  London,  on  account 
of  the  expenses  incident  to  the  African  agency 

Total  expenditures 

Appropriated  per  act  of  March  3,1819 

Expenditures  as  above 

Balance  transferred  to  the  books  of  the  Navy  Department.  .  . 


$200  ( 
1,924  ' 


)  00 
.  45 


$80,429  83 


$100,000   00 
80,429  80 


$19,570  17 


Treasury  Department,  Eegister's  Office,  Augtist  25,  1827. 


JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register. 


Estimate  showing  the  annual  expense  of  supporting  at  sea  a  vessel  of  each  class,  exclusively  of  the  pay  and 
rations  of  the  commission  and  warrant  officers. 


Seventy- 
four. 

Forty - 
four. 

Thirty- 

Cyane. 

Sloop. 

Brig. 

Schooner. 

Pay  of  petty  officers,  seamen,  &c 

$80,220  00 
54,476  25 
2,500  00 
25,000  00 

$53,772  00 
36,043  76 
2,000  00 
16,000  00 

$44,616  00 
29,930  00 
1,600  00 
12,000  00 

$21,384  00 
13,505  00 
1,200  00 
10,000  00 

$17,712  00 
11,223  75 
1,000  00 
8,000  00 

$11,112  00 

6,752  50 

800  00 

5,000  00 

$7,428  00 

4,380  00 

600  00 

Medicines  and  hospital  stores 

$162,196  25 

$107,815  75 

$88,146  00 

$46,089  00 

$37,935  75 

$23,664  50 

$16,408  00 
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Expenditures  by  Richard  Dashiel,  lieutenant  commanding,  and  by  Midshipman  Richard  R.  McMuJUn,  suc- 
cessor in  the  command  of  the  schooner  Augusta,  and  in  settlement  of  their  accounts,  and  carried  to  the 
debit  of  pay  and  contingent  expenses,  viz: 

Paid  officers  and  crew  of  the  schooner  Augusta,  between  the  21st  of  March  and  3d  of  Novem- 
ber, 1823  ;•    $1>850  94 

Paid  board  and  lodging,  nursing,  medicine,  &c.,  for  sick;  cabin  furniture;  premium  for  recruit- 
ing; passage  of  two  ofBccrs  to  the  United  States,  and  traveling  expenses 495  25 

$2,34(3  19 


No.  341.  [1st  Session- 


APPLICATION  FOR  AN  INCREASE  OF  THE  PAY  OF  LIEUTENANTS  IN  THE  NAVY. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    DECEMBER    14,    1827. 
MEMORIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  memorial  of  the  undersigned,  lieutenants  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  respectfully  showetli: 
That  your  memorialists,  impressed  with  a  deep  sense  of  the  justice  of  your  honorable  bodies,  and  deriving 
confidence  from  the  care  with  which  your  honorable  bodies  have  guarded  the  interests  of  the  several 
departments  of  the  service  whenever,  by  proper  measures,  it  has  been  made  manifest  that  those  interests 
have  required  the  intervention  and  protection  of  your  honorable  bodies;  and  believing  that,  while  other 
branches  of  the  service  have  experienced  the  benefit  of  repeated  legislation  on  their  behalf,  the  class  to 
which  your  memorialists  belong  has  suffered  only  because  their  claims  upon  your  consideration  have 
never  been  properly  exhibited; 

Your  memorialists  have,  therefore,  united  for  the  purpose  of  presenting,  respectfully,  to  your  notice 
the  very  great  inferiority  of  their  compensation,  by  comparison  with  that  extended,  in  other  arms  of  the 
service,  to  officers  not  only  of  equal,  but  inferior  grades. 

The  better  to  illustrate  the  truth  of  this  proposition,  your  memoralists  would  respectfully  exhibit  the 
following  table  to  the  consideration  of  your  honorable  bodies. 

In  the  first  place,  by  the  general  regulations  of  the  army,  adjusting  the  relat've  rank  of  officers  of 
the  army  and  navy,  lieutenants  in  the  latter  department  of  service  are  assigned  a  rank  equal  to  that  of 
captains  in  the  army.     (See  "  general  regulations,"  page  18,  article  6,  No.  24.) 

By  the  act  of  the  24th  of  April,  1816,  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  captains  in  the  army  were  fixed 
fixed  as  follows: 

Yearly  pay  of  captains  in  the  army,  at  $40  per  month $480  00 

Yearly  amount  of  rations,  three  per  diem,  at  20  cents 219  00 

Yearly  allowance  for  pay,  clothing,  &c.,  for  servant 189  00 

$888  00 

By  the  act  of  April  IStli,  1814,  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  lieutenants  in  the  navy  were  fixed  as 
follows: 

Yearly  pay  of  lieutenants  in  the  navy,  at  $40  per  month $480  00 

Yearly  amount  of  rations,  three  per  diem,  at  25  cents 273  75 

$753  75 
Deduct  hospital  fund,  at  20  cents  per  month 2  40 

$751  35 

Excess  in  favor  of  captains  in  the  army,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  above  acts,  $136.35. 

By  the  act  of  April  24th,  1816,  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  first  lieutenants  in  the  army  were  fixed 
as  follows: 

Yearly  pay  of  first  lieutenants  in  the  army,  at  $30  per  month $360  00 

Yearly  amount  of  rations,  three  per  diem,  at  20  cents 219  00 

Yearly  allowance  for  pay,  clothing,  &c.,  for  servant 189  00 

$768   00 

Excess  in  favor  of  first  lieutenents  in  the  army  (inferior  in  rank  to  lieutenants  in  the  navy),  $16.65. 

But,  by  the  act  of  March,  1827,  each  captain  in  the  army  receives  an  additional  ration,  and  ten 
dollars  per  month  additional  pay,  and  each  subaltern  is  allowed  an  additional  ration.  Under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  then,  each  captain  in  the  army  receives — 

Yearly  pay  of  a  captain,  at  $50  per  month $600  00 

Yearly  amount  of  rations,  four  per  diem,  at  20  cents 292  00 

Yearly  allowance  for  pay,  clothing,  &c.,  for  servant 189  00 

$1,081  00 

Excess  of  pay  in  favor  of  a  captain  in  the  army,  of  equal  rank  with  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy,  $329.65. 
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Under  the  provisions  of  the  last-mentioned  act,  the  pay  and  emohinieuts  of  a  first  lieutenant  in  the 
army  are  as  follows: 

Yearly  pay  of  a  first  lieutenant,  at  $30  per  month $360  00 

Yearly  amount  of  rations,  four  per  diem,  at  20  cents 292  00 

Yearly  allowance  for  pay,  clothing,  &c.,  for  servant 189  00 

$841   00 

Excess  of  pay  in  favor  of  a  first  lieutenant  in  the  army  (inferior  in  rank  to  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy) 
$89.65. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  same  act,  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  a  second  lieutenant  in  the  army 
are  as  follows: 

Yearly  pay  of  a  second  lieutenant,  at  $25  per  month $300  00 

Yearly  amount  of  rations,  four  per  diem,  at  20  cents 292  00 

Yearly  allowance  for  pay,  clothing-,  &c.,  for  servant 1 S9  00 

$T81   00 

Excess  of  pay  in  favor  of  a  second  lieutenant  in  the  army,  two  grades  lower  than  a  lieutenant  in  the 
navy,  $29.65. 

Thus  it  appears  that  a  brevet  second  lieutenant  in  the  army,  who  has  but  yesterday  graduated  in  the 
militai-y  academy,  and  who  has  not  yet  joined  his  regiment,  receives  actually  a  gi-eater  compensation 
than  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy,  (two  grades  higher  in  rank,)  who  has  served  in  that  capacity  eleven  years, 
and  in  the  navy  altogether  eighteen  years. 

Again,  there  are  in  the  army  one  hundred  and  eleven  captains  and  lieutenants,  who  are  assistant 
quartermasters,  and  assistant  or  acting  assistant  commissaries  of  subsistence. 

A  captain  in  the  army,  doing  the  duty  of  assistant  quartermaster,  receives — 

Yearly  amount  <.f  pay  and  emoluments  in  the  line $1 ,  081   00 

Additional  pay,  as  assistant  quartermaster,  at  $20  per  month 240  00 

$1,321  00 

A  first  lieutenant  in  the  army,  doing  the  same  duty,  receives — 

Yearly  amount  of  pay  and  emoluments  in  the  line $841   20 

Additional  pay,  as  assistant  quartermaster,  at  $20  per  month 240  00 

$1,081  00 


There  are  ten  captains   and  ten  lieutenants  in  the  army,  who  receive  the  above  emoluments.     (See 
Army  Register,  1827.) 

A  captain  in  the  army,  doing  duty  as  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence,  receives — 

Annual  amount  of  pay  and  emoluments  in  the  line $1 ,  081  00 

Additional  pay  as  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence,  if  at  $20  per  month 240  00 

$1,321  00 


A  first  lieutenant  in  the  army,  doing  the  same  duty,  receives — 

Yearly  pay  and  emoluments  in  the  line $841  00 

Additional  pay  as  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence,  if  at  $20  per  montli 240  00 


$1,081  01 


There  are  ten  captains  and  eighty-one  lieutenants  in  the  army,  who  receive  the  above  emoluments. 
(See  documents  accompanying  President's  message,  December,  1820.) 

There  are  also  many  captains  in  the  army,  commanding  what  are  termed  department,  or  double  ration 
posts.  The  pay  and  emoluments  of  these  ofiicers  amount,  under  these  circumstances,  to  the  sum  of 
81,373.00. 

There  are  in  the  navy  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  lieutenants,  nincty-fnur  of  whom  have  served 
from  ten  to  fourteen  years  in  that  capacity.  There  are  four  schooners,  and  srvm  navy  yards,  to  each  of 
wiiicli  a  lieutenant  may  be  attached,  and,  with  the  exception  of  those  tlius  dclailcil,  every  oflScer  of  that 
class  is  limited  to  his  annual  compensation,  say  $751,35.     (See  Navy  Rc^-istcr,  1827. ) 

But  from  this  stipend,  certainly  small  in  comparison  with  the  cdinpinsatidn  allowed  to  officers  of 
equal,  nay  inferior,  grades  in  other  departments  of  service,  how  mm  h  ,5^rrat(r  are  the  necessary  deduc- 
tions growing  out  of  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  sea  service.  U|miii  stations  aV)road,  in  the  daily  inter- 
change, withforeign  officers,  of  those  courtesies  which  the  usage  and  cninityel'  nalidus,  in  a  measure,  enjoin 
upon  their  several  representatives,  costly  (intlits  and  exiiensive  I'nti  ilainmenls  are  ic(|uired,  which  leave 
them  barely  the  means  of  sustaining  that  apiiearance  whicli  tlieir  raid<  ami  statinn  would  demand. 
Besides,  when  returning  from  these  long  and  expensive  cruises,  they  have  not  the  same  advantages 
which  belong  in  every  case  to  officers  of  the  army;  for,  instead  of  quarters  provided  at  the  expense  of 
government,  they  are  compelled  to  resort  to  public  lodgings,  there  to  await  the  period  which,  in  regular 
routine,  may  place  their  services  in  requisition. 

Your  memorialists  have  endeavored,  in  the  foregoing  exhibit,  to  lay  before  your  honorable  bodies 
the  pecuniary  advantages  enjoyed  by  the  officers  of  the  army  over  those  of  the  navy.  But,  if  your 
honorable  bodies  will  take  into  consideration  how  many  and  great  benefits,  of  a  more  important  charac- 
ter, are  conferred  upon  one  arm  of  the  service,  which  are  denied  to  the  other;  when  it  is  considered  that 
the  officers  in  the  armj^  are  nmliiicil  in  .me  ,<['  ilic  first  institutions  in  the  woidd,  perfected  at  the  public 
expense,  not  only  in  the  ])iinri|)les  and  praii  ice  of  their  profession,  but  in  the  arts  and  sciences,  both 
useful   and   ornamental;   and,  when  disehaiged  iVoin  that  institution,  at  once  admitted  to  a  commission 
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and  a  competency;  while,  on  the  other,  officers  in  the  navy,  entering  at  a  tender  age  upon  the  duties  of 
their  profession,  Ive  thrown  upon  their  unaided  resources  to  pursue,  slowly  and  laboriously,  in  their  few 
and  uncertain  i;itervals  of  leisure,  their  researches  in  the  sciences  peculiar  to  their  profession;  that  only 
after  a  tedious  and  severe  probation  they  are  admitted  to  a  commission,  which,  while  it  confers  upon 
them  a  rank  equal  to  the  highest  grade  below  a  field  officer,  in  point  of  emolument,  yields  them  less  to 
support  that  rank  than  is  alfowed  tlie  lowest  commissioned  officer  in  the  line;  when  it  is  considered  also, 
th^t  slow  as  is  their  promotion,  they  have  not  the  stimulus  offered  by  brevets  to  the^army  the  conclusion 
must  be  clearly  established,  that  a  vast  disparity  of  service  and  reward,  rank  and  emolument,  obtains 
with  regard  to  the  two  departments  of  service.  ,  i     u  j-       ^u  ;.  xu  • 

In  conclusion  your  memorialists  respectfully  and  earnestly  pray  your  honorable  bodies  that  their 
motives  may  be  understood,  in  urging  the  matters  and  things  in  this  memorial  stated. 

Your  niemorialists  yield  to  none  in  admiration  of  the  high  chivalry,  the  distinguished  talent,  and 
meritorious  services,  which  have  given  their  brother  officers  of  the  army  such  exalted  claims  upon  the 
jrratitude  of  their  countrymen.  They  ask  only  of  your  honorable  bodies  that  due  consideration  may  be 
bestowed  upon  the  facts  and  statements  foregoing,  and  if  they  afford  a  satisfactory  illustration  ot  the 
reasonableness  of  this,  their  memorial,  that  they  may  be  placed  upon  the  same  footing  with  officers  ot 
their  grade  in  other  arms  of  the  service;  or  that  such  other  provision  may  be  made  in  their  behalf  as,  in 
the  wisdom  of  your  honorable  bodies,  may  seem  just  and  proper. 

And  your  memorialists,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  &c. 


ROBERT  M.  ROSE. 
EDWARD  R.  SHUBRICK. 
JAMES  RAMAGE. 
DAVID  GEISSINGER. 
JOHN  P.  ZANTZINGER. 
JOHN  H.  BELL. 
THOMAS  T.  WEBB. 
WILLIAM  A.  C.  FARRAGUT. 
JOHN  A.  WISH. 
THOMAS  W.  WYMAN. 
ABRAM  S.  TEN  EYCK. 
WM.  JAMESON. 
CHARLES  L.  WILLIAMSON. 
EBENEZER  RIDGEWAY. 
ARCHIBALD  S.  CAMPBELL. 
JOHN  H.  LEE. 
WILLIAM  T.  TEMPLE. 


JAMES  GOODRUM. 
JAMES  WILLIAMS. 
SAMUEL  W.  LECOMPTE. 
WILLIAM  M.  ARMSTRONG. 
GARRET  J.  PENDERGRAST. 
DANIEL  H.  MACKEY. 
JOSEPH  B.  HULL. 
JOSEPH  MOREHEAD 
IRVINE  SHUBRICK. 
JOHN  KELLY. 
EDMUND  BYRNE. 
WILLIAM  H.  GARDNER. 
DAVID  G.  FARRAGUT. 
RICHARD  S.   PINCKNEY. 
STEPHEN  B.  WILSON. 
EDWARD  C.   RUTLEDGE. 


WILLIAM  S.  HARRIS. 
JAMES  GLYNN. 
VICTOR  M.  RANDOLPH. 
WILLIAM  W.  McKEAN. 
FRANKLIN  BUCHANAN. 
ALEXANDER  B.  PICKHAM. 
JAMES  G.  BOUGHAN. 
SAMUEL  F.  DUPONT. 
HENRY  D.  SCOTT. 
LEVIN  M.  POWELL. 
WILLIAM  SETON. 
GEORGE  S.  BLAKE. 
ZACHARIAH  JOHNSON. 
ANDREW  R.  LONG. 
R.  R.  PINKHAM. 
A.  G.  SLAUGHTER. 
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EXPERIMENTS  ON  AMERICAN   WATER-ROTTED    HEMP,   AND   COMP.\RISON    OF    IT   WITH 
RUSSIAN  HEMP. 

COllMUXICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENT.\TIVES    DECEMBER    24,    1827. 

N.WY  Department,  December  20,  1827. 
Sir:  In  answer  to  a  resolution  of  th  ■  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  2d  March,  1827,  directing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  report  "  the  result  of  any  experiments  which  have  already  been  made,  or  are 
now  making,  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  to  ascertain  the  quality  of  American  water-rotted  hemp, 
compared  with  Russia  hemp,"  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  on  the  subject.  Reference  is  also  respectfully  made  to  a  report  from 
this  Department  to  the  Senate,  on  the  same  subject,  dated  5th  January,  1825. 

The  small  quantity  of  water-rotted  hemp  which  has  been  heretofore  prepared  has  not  afforded  very 
extensive  opportunities  for  making  experiments  upon  it;  but  such  as  have  been  made  are  entirely 
satisfactory,  and  importations  of  hemp  will  not  be  necessary  when  sufficient  quantities  to  answer  the 
demands  of  the  service  shall  be  produced  in  tlie  country.  Cordage  of  American  water-rotted  hemp  would 
always  be  preferred,  when  found  of  equal  quality. 

It  is  perhaps  proper  to  observe,  that  there  is  no  establishment  connected  with  the  navy  in  which 
hemp  is  manufactured,  and,  therefore,  it  is  not  purchased  in  its  raw  state  by  the  Department.  It  will, 
however,  be  the  interest  and  policy  of  the  government  to  make  such  establishment  whenever  it  is  believed 
that  economy  will  be  promoted  by  it. 

Respectfully  submitted.  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


Navy  Commissioners'  Office,  December  17,  1827. 
Sir:  The  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  duly  received  your  letter  enclosing  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  of  the  2d  of  March  last,  requiring  a  report  of  the  result  of  any  experiments  to  ascertain 
the  quality  of  American  water-rotted  hemp  compared  with  Russia  hemp,  and  in  reply  they  have  the  honor 
to  state  that  all  the  experiments  heretof(n-c  made  of  these  different  descriptions  of  hemp  have  uniformly 
tended  to  establish  the  opinion  that  the  American  hemp  loses  nothing  in  tlie  comparison,  whether  we 
refer  to  its  strength  or  its  durability,  when  made  up  into  cordage. 
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iig  remarks  they  are  only  reiterating  the  opinion 


Experiment.s  Jiave  been  made  of  these  liemps  in  their  liatchelled  state,  before  they  were  spun  into 
yarns,  and  in  that  state  the  American  hemp  was  found  to  be  the  strongest,  and  after  being  made  up  into 
cordage  and  tested  on  board  of  a  ship  under  the  command  of  one  of  the  present  Commissioners,  its 
strength  and  durability  were  ascertained  to  be  fully  equal  to  cordage  made  of  the  best  Russia  hemp 
similarly  exposed.  If  there  be  a  difference  between  the  best  American  and  the  best  Russia  water-rotted 
hemp,  when  brought  to  our  market,  the  Commissioners  would  unhesitatingly  say  it  is  in  favor  of  the 
former.  Admitting  their  staples,  in  their  original  state,  to  be  equally  good,  the  Russia  hemp  is  certainly 
liable  to  greater  injury  from  transportation;  and  that  it  does  sustain  more  or  less  injury  in  its  transporta- 
tion from  Russia  to  our  ports,  is  believed  to  be  an  unquestionable  fact. 

At  the  instance  of  a  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  the  Commissioners,  in  the  year  1824,  agreed  to 
purchase  two  tons  of  American  water-rotted  hemp,  with  a  view  of  having  it  made  into  cordage  of  various 
sizes,  and  tested  on  board  of  one  of  our  national  ships  with  the  best  Russia;  under  this  agreement 
between  seven  and  eight  cwt.  only  was  delivered.  This  hemp  was  pronounced  by  competent  judges  to 
be  fully  equal  to  the  best  Russia  then  in  market,  and  the  growers  were  accordingly  paid  the  full  price  of 
the  latter  for  it.  It  was  then  made  into  cordage  and  sent  to  Norfolk,  to  be  used  in  the  equipment  of  one 
of  our  national  ships,  but  before  it  arrived  tlic  sliip  liad  sailnl.  A  subsequent  order  was  given  to  use  it 
in  reeving  the  main  and  main-top,  fore  and  r.iic-ln|.  sail  l.iarcs  of  a  ship  on  one  side;  the  other  side  of 
the  ship  to  be  fitted  with  cordage  made  of  llir  ImsI  l.'ussia  li.inp,  and  the  experiment  is  now  in  progress; 
of  the  result  no  doubt  is  entertained  by  tln^  t'diiiiiiissiinicrs. 

The  Commissioners  are  sensible  that  in  i 
heretofm-e  frequently  expressed  by  them.  Tin 
hemp  being  equal  to  Russia,  luit  the  great  ililV 
?ca/e;'-rotted  hemp  to  auswci-  the  (1(  niamls  ni 
that  it  is  apprehended  a  n.nsid.TaMc  tim.'  will 
to  change  it,  and  resort  to  the  pii'lcraMc  sysi< 
fested  to  experiment  upon  new  tlnui-ics,  ralli. 

firmed  in  other  countries  by  long  cxiiriicncc.  Acciiilinuly,  we  lind  thai  at 
prepare  tlie  hemp  by  suffering  it  tn  innain  t\vclvo  nidiitlis  in  slark,  and  tlioi 
dews;  by  breaking  it  with  a  machine  in  its  natural  state,  without  auy  previoi 
to  the  operatinn  of  pyrol igneous  acid  after  being  dew-rotted. 

The  CoinniissiMHers  have  from  time  to  time  received  hemp  pi-epared  in  these  various  modes,  and  have 
directed  experiments  to  be  made  of  it.  The  results  of  such  experiments,  although  not  called  for  by  the 
resolution,  will  not,  it  is  presumed,  be  unacceptable,  since  their  tendency  is  to  establish  the  opinion  enter- 
tained as  to  the  properties  of  American  hemp  in  its  original  state. 

Cordage  made  of  AuKM-ican  hemji,  stacked  one  year  and  then  dew-rotted,  was  fitted  on  one  side  of 
the  frigate  Constellation  as  main,  main-tnp,  and  fore-top  sail  braces,  main-clue  garnets,  davits,  and  stern 
lii|i,  in  CMiresponding  situations,  was  fitted  with  cordage  of  Russia 
a-  neai  ly  a  year  it  was  found,  on  examination,  that  the  Russia  rope 
wnni,  l(!nk<Ml  JMtteranil  wi  ire  more  equally  and  evenly  than  the  Ameri- 
e  ratlier  stinngei-,  and  the  nuiidier  of  broken  yarns  uot  SO  great  as  in  the 
leaivd  thai  (he  Russia  rn]„-  was  rather  preferable,  both  as  to  strength 
i  the  commander,  "  the  difference  between  them  was  not  so  great  as 
l>roof  was  conclusive  in  favor  of  the  Russia;"  and  he  recommended 
(li'eiile  the  question. 

g  worn  nearly  two  years  on  board  the  Constellation,  her  commander 
1  to  the  Kentucky  hemp  for  rigging.     If  there  is  any  preference,  I 


•  never  entertained  a  doubt  of  Anie 
las  been  to  procure  a  suQicicn 
ivy.     The  habit  of  dew-rottii 
■  liefore  the  American  comniu 
ualer-rotting;   indeed,  a  disn 


-rotted 


irl  con- 
lade  to 
■tion  of 


rotting;  by  subjet 


Ihns  ^ 


boat  falls.     The 
hemp;  and  after  b( 
in  every  instance,  alier  being  nmeh 
can;  that  the  yarns  oT  ihe  lumnT  wer 
American.     But  although  it  tims  api 
and  durability,  yet,  in  tlie  opinion  ol 
to  warrant  a  declaration  that  the 
further  experiments  as  necessaiy  to 

Of  the  same  cordage,  afier  hein 
observes:  "I  have  given  a  fair  tria 

woidd  give  it  in  favor  of  the  Russia;"  thus  making  it  almost  a  matter  of  doubt  whether  cordage  made  of- 
American  hemp,  stacked  one  year  and  then  exposed  to  dews,  was  not  equal  to  cordage  made  of  Russia 
hemp,  when  used  as  rigging. 

In  the  year  1825  an  experiment  was  made  as  to  the  relative  strength  of  twelve  yarns  taken  from  a 
piece  of  cordage  of  Russia  hemp,  and  the  same  number  of  yarns  taken  from  cordage  made  of  hemp  broke 
by  a  machine,  without  having  been  either  water  or  dew-rotted,  and  the  fi)Ilowing  was  the  result: 

Buntiia.  ;i  America. 

No.  Pounds. 

1  sustained 97 

2  sustained 97 

3  sustained 83 

4  sustained 140 

5  sustained 112 

6  sustained 119 

7  sustained 147 

8  sustained 123 

9  sustained 126i 

10  sustained   137 

11  sustained 119 

12  sustained...' 178 


1,4781 


No.  Pounds. 

1  sustained 97 

2  sustained 140 

3  sustained 90 

4  sustained 123 

5  sustained 1,33 

6  sustained 119 

7  sustained 17.5 

8  sustained 147 

9  sustained 147 

10  sustained I6I 

11  sustained 175 

12  sustained 179 

1,686 


Thus,  the  average  weight  sustained  by  the  American  yarns  was  140,  wjiile  that  of  tlie  Russia  ^^arns 
was  only  123;  proving,  incontestibly,  that  the  American  was  superior  in  point  of  strength,  when  newly 
made. 

The  same  pieces  of  cordage  (10  inch)  were  then  directed  to  be  immersed  in  water  and  mud,  with  a 
view  to  test  their  relative  durability  in  that  exposed  state.  After  remaining  thus  immersed  for  nearly 
twelve  months,  they  were  taken  up,  examined,  and  tried;  and  the  following  was  the  result: 

16|  fathoms  of  the  American  rope  were  stretched  until  the  outer  yarns  began  to  give  way;  remain- 
ing two  and  one-half  hours  in  that  state,  the  purchase  was  increased  until  it  parted,  having  stretched 
VOL.  in 12  L 
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three  fathoms  five  and  one-half  feet,  lost  three-eighths  of  an  inch  in  circumference,  and  sustained  five  tons 
three^cjimrtei  s  JJ^^^I^^^P'^JJU^'  ^^^^j^  ^^^^^  similarly  tested,  stretched  three  fathoms  three  and  a  half  feet, 
lost  in  circumference  five-eighths  of  an  inch,  and  sustained  six  tons  two  quarters  and  twelve  pounds 

After  these  tests,  the  two  remaining  pieces  of  equal  length  were  bent  together,  and  hove  until  the 
American  parted,  sustaining  six  tons  two-quarters  and  four  pounds.  ,^   .   .        •         i,  a 

Two  pieces  of  twelve  inch  cordage,  hawser  laid,  one  made  of  dew-rotted  American  hemp  prepared 
with  pvroligneous  acid,  'the  other  made  of  American  hemp,  broke  by  a  machine,  without  any 
process  of  rotting  were  tested  on  board  the  North  Carolina,  on  her  late  cruise  to  the  Mediterranean. 
They  were  found;  Uen  new,  to  be  as  strong  or  stronger  than  cordage  made  of  Kussian  hemp  usually 
is-  but  after  a  lapse  of  eighteen  months,  they  were  found  to  have  lost  their  strength  in  an  extraordinary 
de'o-ree'  Their  appearance  then  indicated  soundness;  but,  on  unlaying  the  rope  and  drawing  the  yarns 
it  was  found  after  trying  twenty  yarns  of  each  separately,  that  those  of  the  dew-rotted  hemp,  prepared 
with  pvroligneous  acid,  suspended,  upon  an  average,  only  sixteen  pounds,  while  those  of  the  unrotted 
hemp  sustained  only  eighteen  pounds,  although,  when  new,  the  yarns  of  either  would  have  suspended 
at  least  125  pounds.  .         •         ,  ■  i     xu 

From  these  facts  the  conclusion  appears  irresistible,  that  American  hemp  requires  only  the  same 
process  of  preparation  practiced  in  Russia,  to  render  American  cordage  fully  as  good  for  every  species 
of  service  as  cordage  made  of  Russia  hemp.  For  the  process  practiced  in  Russia,  in  preparation  oi  their 
hemp  for  market,  the  Commissioners  would  respectfully  refer  to  the  report  which  they  had  the  honor  to 
make  on  the  nth  November,  1824.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  -n^T^,.T.T,c. 

JOHN    KUUljrjKb. 

Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


20th  Congress.]  No.    343.  [1st  Session. 

SURVEY  OF  THE  HARBOR  OF  SAVANNAH,  GEORGIA,  TO  ASCERTAIN  ITS  FACILITIES  FOR 
NAVAL  PURPOSES. 

C0^rMUNICATED    to    the    senate    DECEMBER    31,     1821. 

Navy  Department,  December  28,  1827. 

Sir:  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  March  3,  1827, 
directing  him  "  to  report  to  the  Senate,  at  the  commencement  of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  the  result 
of  the  surveys  of  the  harbors  of  Charleston  and  Beaufort,  South  Carolina,  and  of  Savannah  and  St. 
Mary's,  Georgia,"  has  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  so  much  of  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Stockton  as 
relates' to  the  survey  of  Savannah,  made  Under  the  authority  of  the  appropriation  of  the  14th  of  March, 
1826.  To  explain  the  references  to  the  interrogatories  contained  in  this  report,  a  copy  of  the  instruciions 
to  Lieutenant  Stockton  accompanies  it. 

The  survey  of  the  harbor  of  Beaufort  is  in  progress,  and  will  be  finished  without  delay.  Time  has 
■not  been  afibrded  to  complete  the  maps  and  charts  which  Avill  be  added  to  the  report. 

The  result  of  the  survey  of  the  harbors  of  Charleston  and  St.  Mary's  was  communicated  at  the 
session  of  Congress  previous  to  the  last,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the  llth  of 
January,  1826. 

Respectfully  submitted.  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

The  President  of  the  Senate. 


Copy  of  orders  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Lieut.  Robert  F.  Stockton,  dated — 

Navy  Department,  November  8,  1826. 

You  have  been  selected  to  superintend  the  "  survey  of  the  harbors  of  Savannah  and  Brunswick,  in 
Georgia  and  Beaufort,  in  South  Carolina,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  the  practical  facilities  of  those  places 
for  naval  purposes,"  as  authorized  by  an  appropriation  made  at  the  last  session  of  Congress. 

The  U.  S.  sloop  Florida,  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Wm.  P.  Piercy,  will  be  prepared,  and  a  suitable 
number  of  officers  ordered  to  report  to  you,  to  assist  in  the  operations.  Should  any  officers  or  instru- 
ments be  required,  upon  notifying  the  Department  they  will  be  supplied. 

You  will  make  use  of  the  best  charts  you  can  procure;  and  wherever  they  are  deficient,  the  exam- 
ination should  be  very  full,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  fitness  of  the  respective  places  for  the  establishment 
of  a  navy  yard. 

Your  examination  and  report  will  be  directed  to  the  following  points,  viz: 

The  depth  of  water  upon  the  bar,  at  the  lowest  and  highest  spring  tides,  and  common  tides. 

Whether  the  depth  of  the  water  upon  the  bar  is  affected  by  any,  and  what  wnnds,  to  what  extent, 
and  in  what  manner. 

The  strength  of  the  current  on  the  bar,  and  to  a  safe  anchorage  within  it. 

Width  of  the  channel  upon  the  bar,  width  of  the  bar,  and  nature  of  the  bottom,  with  what  wind  large 
vessels  can  cross  the  bar,  bound  inwards  and  outwards. 

n  Naval  Affair:,  vol.  1,  No.  253 ;  for  other  reportt  on  the  subject,  Bee  same  rolame,  Nos.  86 
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The  prevailing-  winds  at  differont  seasons  of  the  year. 

The  extent  of  .safe  ancliiiiaiic  i'nv  vessels  of  the  largest  size  which  can  cross  the  bar. 

The  convenience  nf  such  ainiioi  ii-c  tur  receiving  supplies  from  the  shore. 

Facilities  of  obtainiii;,;-  l'-.mhI  IVcsIi  water. 

What  supplies  of  piuvisious  and  stores  for  a  fleet  could  be  obtained  from  the  surrounding  country, 
and  to  what  e.Ktent,  at  siiort  notices. 

Whether  the  harbor  has  good  positions  for  a  dock  or  navy  yard. 

How  near  the  present  shore  of  such  position,  does  a  channel  run,  of  the  same  depth  as  the  water  on 
the  bar  at  high  spring  tides. 

Has  it  good  fresh  water  in  its  vicinity,  and  in  what  quantities. 

General  health  of  the  position,  and  quality  of  the  soil. 

Whether  the  worm  is  destructive  in  the  harbor. 

Facilities  of  wharliiiij,-  to  the  channel. 

You  will  specify  the  points  which  are  determined  from  personal  observation,  and  those  upon  which 
your  information  is  nhtuineil  fnim  others,  and  what  sources. 

The  time  when  it  will  be  necessary  to  make  the  report  to  Congress,  induces  me  to  nrge  that  the  duty 
assigned  to  you  be  completed  as  soon  as  practicable. 


Extract  from  the  report  of  Lieutenant  R.  F.  Stockton,  dated— 

S.U-.A.NKAH,  J/oy  6,  1827. 
To  the  Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navij: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  known  to  you  that  the  survey  of  the  harbors  of  Savannali  and  Bruns- 
wick, in  the  State  of  Georgia,  as  far  as  it  was  necessary  "to  ascertain  the  practical  facilities  of  those 
places  for  naval  purposes,"  has  been  completed;  and  that  the  results  of  the  observations,  made  under  my 
"superintendence,"  at  the  above-mentioned  places,  may  be  found  in  the  following  report: 

I  commence  with  the  harbor  of  Savaimah.  To  the  first  interrogatory  contained  in  your  instructions 
to  me,  I  answer:  That  the  depth  of  the  water  upon  the  bar,  at  lotv  water,  during  the  lowest  spring  tides, 
is  nineteen  feet;  during  the  highest  spring  tides,  it  is  seventeen  feet;  and  at  common  tides  it  is  eighteen 
feet. 

To  tlie  second  interrogatory,  I  answer:  That  the  situation  of  that  bar  is  such  as  to  make  it  almost 
impossible  to  determine  accurately,  by  a  set  of  hurried  observations,  to  what  extent  the  water  upon  it 
may  be  aifected  by  the  wind:  the  manner  and  extent  of  the  operation  of  the  wind,  on  the  water  upon  that 
bar,  depend  on  its  direction,  violence,  and  duration. 

To  the  third  interrogatory,  I  answer:  The  strength  of  the  current  upon  the  bar,  and  to  a  safe  anchor- 
age within  it,  unaffected  by  the  wind,  is  two  miles  and  a  half  an  hour. 

To  the  fourth  interrogatory,  I  answer:  That  the  channel  upon  the  bar  is  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
wide,  with  a  sandy  bottom.  The  best  wind  for  "  large  vessels  "  to  cross  the  6a?-,  bound  inwards,  is  south- 
east; for  those  bound  to  sea,  the  southwest  will  be  most  favorable. 

To  the  fifth  interrogatory,  I  answer:  That,  during  the  winter  months,  the  winds  froiji  the  northward 
prevail,  but  vary  from  east  to  west;  during  the  summer  months,  the  southeasterly  winds  are  most  fre- 
quent. 

To  the  sixth  interrogatory,  I  answer:  That  I  think  eight  of  the  largest  class  of  vessels  might  safely 
lay,  in  what  is  commonly  called  Cock  Spur  Roads;  this  anchorage  is  nearly  sixteen  miles  from  the  city  of 
Savannah,  and  the  supplies  for  vessels  laying  there  must  be  sent  down  the  river. 

To  the  seventh  interrogatory,  I  answer:  That  tolerably  good  water  can  be  obtained  and  without  much 
difficulty. 

Having  answered  all  the  interrogatories  concerning  the  bar  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbor,  as  well  as 
those  appertaining  to  the  first  anchorage  within  the  bar,  it  will  be  proper,  perhaps,  here  to  state  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  impediments  which  lay  in  the  river,  between  the  bar  and  the  city,  before  I  proceed 
to  answer  the  remaining  interrogatories. 

Tiie  first  impediment  to  the  navigation  of  the  river,  between  the  light-house  on  Cock  Spur  Island  and 
the  city,  is  called  the  Knowl.  The  principal  body  of  this  shoal  lays  about  two  miles  up  the  river  from  the 
light-house;  the  tail  of  the  Knowl,  however,  runs  down  nearly  opposite  the  light-house.  The  greatest 
depth  of  water  that  can  be  carried  over  the  Knowl  at  low  water  is  from  ten  and  a  half  to  eleven  feet. 
Two  miles  above  the  Knowl  there  are  other  banks,  called  "The  Oyster  Beds."  On  these  banks  from 
eleven  to  twelve  feet  can  be  carried  over  at  low  water.  Five  miles  aliove  "  The  Oyster  Beds"  there  is  a 
"mud  flat,"  on  which  there  is,  at  low  water,  iVum  ten  to  eleven  feet.  There  is  another  mud  flat  about  one 
mile  above  the  last-mentioned  shoal,  over  \\lii(  h  rrnm  ten  and  a  half  in  eleven  feet  at  low  water  can  be 
carried.  About  one  mile  and  a  half  higher  up  the  river  there  is  anothei-  mud  flat  called  "  Four  Mile  Point 
Shoal,"  on  which  there  is  about  eight  feet  at  low  water.  The  next  difficulty  to  be  encountered  is  a  shoal 
commonly  called  the  "Wrecks,",  which  is  about  two  miles  from  the  city,  and  over  which  from  six  to  six 
and  a  half  feet  at  low  water  may  be  carried. 

Having  given  a  general  idea  of  the  shoals  in  the  river,  I  will  proceed  to  answer  the  remaining  inter- 
rogatories. 

To  the  eighth  interrogatory,  I  answer:  That  although  not  much  dependence  is  to  be  placed  on  the 
country  adjacent  to  the  river  for  any  great  quantity  of  supplies  necessary  for  a  "fleet,"  yet  I  doubt  not 
jut  that  the  city  of  Savannah  could,  and  would,  at  all  times  be  prepared  to  furnish  most  of  the  necessary 
supplies.  I  will  take  the  liberty  here  to  observe  that  though  it  may  be  unnecessary  to  enter  into  particu- 
jars  with  regard  to  this  matter,  yet  perhaps  it  is  my  duty  to  remind  you  of  the  advantages  which  Savan- 
nah has  in  regard  to  obtaining  supplies  from  abroad.  Besides  being  situated  at  the  outlet  of  Savannah 
river,  down  which  the  produce  of  a  portion  of  the  most  fertile  parts  of  Georgia  passes,  there  is  an  inland 
communication  between  that  place  and  the  city  of  Charleston,  which  will  enable  Savannah  to  draw  from 
Charleston  whatever  of  supplies  may  be  collected  at  the  latter  port.     It  may  not  be  amiss  to  mention  also 
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that  an  attempt  is  making  to  deepen  the  water  on  that  shoal  caHed  the  "Wrecks,"  which,  if  successful, 
will  contribute  much  to  the  easy  and  safe  navigation  of  that  river. 

To  the  ninth  interrogatory,  1  answer:  That  the  best  positions  for  a  navy  yard  in  this  harbor  are  at 
Cock  Spur  Island,  Four  Mile  Point,  and  at  Fort  Jackson. 

To  the  tenth  interrogatory,  I  answer:  That  the  channel  opposite  to  those  positions  runs  close  to  the 
present  shore. 

To  the  eleventh  interrogatory,  I  answer:  That  tolerably  good  water  can  be  obtained  at  either  of  those 
positions,  and  in  any  quantity. 

To  the  twelfth  interrogatory,  I  answer:  That  as  to  the  health  of  those  positions  I  can  only  say  that 
there  is  amongst  the  inhabitants  a  diversity  of  opinion  on  that  subject.  They  were  healthy  whilst  I  was 
there.     The  soil,  I  think,  is  good. 

To  the  thirteenth  interrogatory,  I  answer:  Tliat  I  had  no  opportunity  to  ascertain,  from  personal 
observation,  anything  conclus'ive  with  regard  to  the  destructiveness  of  the  worm. 

To  the  fourteenth  interrogatory,  I  answer:  That  I  do  ntrt  know  of  anything  to  pi-event  wharfing  to  the 
channel.     The  average  summit  level  of  the  rise  of  the  tide  in  Savannah  is  estimated  at  six  feet. 

I  believe,  sir,  that  you  will  find  in  the  foregoing  report  all  the  information  that  is  necessary  to  enable 
you  to  form  a  correct  opinion  of  the  "  practical  facilities  "  of  the  harboi-  of  Savannah/or  "  naval  purposes." 
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COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    SENATE    JANUARY    3,    1828. 

Navy  Department,  December  31,  1821. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewitli,  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the  Senate,  fifty 
copies  of  the  Naval  Register  for  the  year  1828,  prepared  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  Congress,  passed 
on  the  13th  day  of  December,  1815. 

I  am,  sir  very  respectfully,  &c., 

SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 
To  the  President  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
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Receiving  ship,  Norfolk. 
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Waiting  orders. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Waiting  orders. 
Sloop  Warren. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Sloop  Erie. 
Frigate  Brandywino. 

i 

w 

1 

1 

p. 

■J 

> 

•1 

J 

1 

1 
1 

1 

I 

^2 

1 

JiNlj 

eg  S  r-  S  S  ;5 

1 
It 

1^ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

\ 

1 

> 

1 
=5 

.5 

1 
i 

1 

0 

j 

g 
I 

1 

i 

I 
1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
.12 

1 

\ 

\ 

1 

1 

12 

1 

J 

1 

< 

1 

1 

1 

1 

IS 

1 
1^ 

I 

1 

'> 

1 
1 

1 

1 
2 

1 
1 
i 

1 

1 
1 
1 

1 
1 

1 

^ 

1 

J 

1 
•1 

^ 

1 

'-I 

1 

1 
1 

E- 

1 

1 
> 

12 

itiiiii 

IlltllJ 

=  i    :    :  i  i 

lliill 
1  I'll  11 

m  S  >  S  S  (2 

\ 
^ 

§ 

1    a 

11 

r 

5 

•S    . 

1    - 
1 

} 

^whu 

g&1§-2-ggSslg^-§S"^1§i1^is1g 

1 

f 

3  "■ 

i 

5 

i 
j 

1' 

1" 
3; 

2     ^ 

f^ 

i^ 

i  - 

> 

fc 

- 

. 

J 

I 

J 

1 
i 

1 

\ 

'1 
1^ 

1 

J 

j 

j 

c 

J 

J 

1 

'-I 

i 

a   i 

1 

i 

> 

1828.] 


NAVAL    REGISTER. 


1 

1 

1 

if 

&  fa 

i 

1 

i 

1 
1 

5 

s 

1 

1 

i 

it 
1% 

5  ° 

t 

ii 
1  i 

2          c 

°  1  .5 

ill 

I    . 
Ijl 

III 

5^1 

waiting  orders. 
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Receiving  ship,  Norfolk. 

Navy  yard,  Philadelphia. 

Charleston,  South  Carolina.     Unwell. 

Hospital,  Philadelphia. 

Hospital,  Boston. 
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Sloop  Falmouth. 

Delaware  74. 

Leave  of  absence. 
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Leave  of  absence. 
Hospital,  New  York. 
Navy  yard.  New  York. 
Marine  barracks,  Washington. 
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Rendezvous,  Baltimore. 
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Rendezvous,  Philadelphia. 
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Sloop  Warren. 
Frigate  Java. 
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Frigate  Constitution. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Frigate  Macedonian. 
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Schooner  Grampus. 
Sloop  Vineennes. 
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Frigate  Brandywine. 
Frigate  Brandywine. 
Frigate  Java. 
Schooner  Dolphin. 
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Frigate  Constitution. 
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Leave  of  absence. 
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Navy  yard,  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire. 

Navy  yard,  Pensacola. 

Frigate  Constitution. 

New  York  station. 

Not  on  duty. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Navy  yard,  Gosport. 

Frigate  Macedonian. 

Boston  station. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Navy  yard.  New  York. 

Navy  yard,  Boston. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Charleston,  South  Carolina,  station. 

Sloop  Lexington. 

Navy  yard,   Washington. 

Sloop  Vinoennes. 

Sloop  Falmouth. 
Sloop  Warren. 
Receiving  ship,  Norfolk. 
Waiting  orders. 
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Sloop  Ontario. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Leave  of  absence. 
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Frigate  Java. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Sloop  Erie. 
Leave  of  absence. 
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Sloop  Hornet. 
Sloop  Lexington. 
Delaware  74. 
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Leave  of  absence. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Sloop  Ontario. 
Leave  of  absence. 

Sloop  Erie. 
Sloop  Florida. 
Sloop  Florida. 
Frigate  Macedonian. 
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Naval  rerjiderfor  1828 — Continued. 

TESSELS-OF-WAR  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  NAVY. 


Where  employed. 


Ships  of  the  line— 1. 

Independence 

Franklin 

Washington 

Columbus 

Ohio 

North  Carolina 

Delaware 


Frigates,  1st  class- 
United  States 

Constitution 

Guerriere 


Potomac  . 
Brandywi 
Hudson  . . 


Frigates,  2d  class- 
Congress 

Constellation 

Macedonian 

Fulton,  (steamship)  . 

Sloops-of-war — 12. 

John  Adams 

Cyane  

Hornet..... 


Ontario  . 
Peacock 
Boston. . 
Lexingtoi 


Warren  . . 

Natchez.  . 
Falmouth 


,  Ac- 


Schooners^ 

Dolphin    

Grampus    

Porpoise 

Shark 

Fox 

Alert,  store  ship  - . 
Sea  Gull,  galliot  . 


Boston   

Philadelphia    .... 
Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

Washington 

New  York 

Philadelphia    . . .  . 
■t,  Va 


.spo 


Philadelphia 


Washington  . 
Washington . 
Purchased. . . 


Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

Baltimore 

Captured    

New  York 


Captured   , 


New  York. 

Bostoi 


N.^vv  York. 
New  York. 
Boston  .  . . 
Norfolk  .  .  . 
Boston   . . . 


Philadelphia 

Washington 

Portsnnnith,  N.  H. 

Washington 

Purchased    

Captured   

Purchased 


1814.. 
1815.. 
1816., 
1819.. 
1820., 
1820., 
1820., 


n97. 
1797. 
1814. 
1814. 
1821., 
1825., 
1826.. 


1799. 
1797. 
1812. 
1815. 


1815.. 
1803.. 
1813.. 
1813.. 
1813.. 
1825.. 
1825.. 
1826.. 
1826.. 
1827.. 
1827.. 


1821.. 
1821., 
1820. 
1821.. 
1823., 
1812., 
1823.. 


In  ordinary,  at  Boston. 
In  ordinary,  at  New  York. 
In  ordinary,  at  New  York. 

"         V,  at  Boston. 


Ill  or 
In  or 
In  111 


•  Yo 


In  ordinary,  at  New  York. 

In  tlie  Mediterranean. 

In  ordinary,  at  Gosport. 

In  the  Mediterranean. 

In  ordinary,  at  Washington. 

In  the  Pacific. 

In  ordinary,  at  New  York. 


Repairing  at  Waijiington. 

In  the  ^Vest  Indies,  &c. 

On  the  coast  of  Brazil. 

Used  as  a  receiving  ship  at  New  York. 


In  the  AVest  Indies,  &c. 

In  ordinary,  at  Philadelphia. 


In  the 

In  the 
III   Ihr 


t  Indies,  &c. 

Wost  li,di.>s,  &c. 

.Mcdilonaiican. 
In  or.lii.,nv,  at  New  York. 
On  tlio  .-oust  of  Brazil. 
Ill  iho  .Mediterranean. 
In  the  P;ieilic. 
In  the  Mediterranean. 
In  the  West  Indies,  &c. 
In  the  West  Indies,  &c. 


In  the  Pacific. 

In  the  West  Indies,  &c. 

In  the  Mediterranean. 

In  the  West  Indies,  &c. 

Used  as  a  receiving  ship  at  Baltimore. 

Used  as  a  receiving  ship  at  Norfolk. 

Used  as  a  receiving  ship  at  Philadelphia 
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Recapitulation. 


Captains •  •. ■ 

Captains  of  vessels  above  twenty  and  under  thirty-tw 

Masters  commandant ■ 

Lieutenants  commanding- 

Lieutenants • 


Sure 
Pui' 


Cliaplains 

Passed   midshipmen 
Midsliipmen 


Boatswains 

Gunners    

Carpenters 

Saiiniakers   

Schoolmasters  .... 
Captains'  clerks  .  .  . 
Masters'  mates  .... 
Boatswains'  mates  . 
Carpenters'  mates  . 

Coxswains   

Quartergunners  . . . 
Quartermasters  . . . 
Masters-at-arms  . . . 

Armorers 

Stewards 

Coopers  

Cooks    


Marine  corps: 
Lieutenant  colonels  commandant. 

Captains 

First  lieutenants   

Second  lieutenants 


[No.  345. 


Note. AYhenever  any  officer  shall  be  employed  in  the  command  of  a  squadron  on  separate  service, 

the  allowance  of  rations  shall  be  double  during  the  continuance  of  such  command,  and  no  longer. 

The  commandant  of  the  marine  corps  receives,  in  addition  to  his  pay,  for  the  forage  of  three  horses, 
eight  dollars  per  month  each.  The  adjutant,  quartermaster,  and  paymaster,  thirty  dollars  per  month 
extra. 


20thCon-gre?s.]  No.  345.  [IstSessiox. 

ON  CLAIM  OF  THE  OFFICERS  AND  CREW  OF  THE  KETCH  INTREPID  TO  PRIZE  MONEY 
FOR   THE   DESTRUCTION    OF  THE   FRIGATE   PHILADELPHIA,  AT  TRIPOLI,  IN  1804. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    SENATE    JANUARY    9,    1828. 

Mr.  Hayxe,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Susan  Decatur, 
praying  for  compensation  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  United  States  ketch  Intrepid,  for  the  capture 
of  the  frigate  Philadelphia,  reported: 

That  the  claim  is  founded  on  the  recapture  of  the  Philadelphia  frigate,  in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli,  on 
the  night  of  the  16th  of  February,  1804.  The  circumstances  attending  that  gallant  achievement  are  so 
well  known  that  the  committee  will  content  themselves  with  a  very  brief  recapitulation  of  them.  Soon 
after  the  war  with  Tripoli  had  commenced,  a  small  squadron  under  Commodore  Preble  was  dispatched  to 
the  Mediterranean,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  hostilities.  The  United  States" frigate  Philadelphia,  of 
forty-four  guns,  commanded  by  Commodore  Bainbridge,  not  long  after  the  arrival  of  the  squadron  on 
the  Barbary  coast,  was  unfortunately  stranded  on  rocks,  and  in  that  situation,  resistance  being  impossible, 
she  was  captured  by  the  enemy,  and  the  whole  of  the  officers  and  crew  were  made  prisoners  and  thrown 
into  a  dungeon.     The  frig^ate  was  got  off  without  material  damage,  and  immediately  taken  int«  the  Tri- 
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politan  service,  and  being  speedily  manned   and  ready  for  sea,  was  nioc 

within  pistol  siiot  of  the  whole  of  "tlie  Tripolitan   niariiiV.  HKiiiDtin^;-  all(.u( 

pieces  of  heavy  cannon,  and  within  the  iniiih<liatc  iinHciiiMn  ,,r  lunnMii'lii 

one  hundred  and  fifteen  pieces  of  heavy  artillery,     it  is  staled  ihat,  hesides  il 

at  the  time,  in  the  city  and  its  vieinily,  twenty  thousand  troops,  and  that  npwards  of  ene  thousand 

men  were  attached  to  the  fleet  in  the  hailMir,     At  this  period  the  force  under  Coiinnedore  I'l-ehle  was 

the  loss  of  the  Philadelphia,  so  mneli  redneed  as  to  deprive  him  of  the  means  of  pros. (an  in-  hi.siiliiie; 

a  scale  at  all  commensurate  with  thi'  nia-nitnde  of  the  service  to  be  performed — ihe  rehasr  i.|'  ilie  An 

can  captives,  and  a   restoratien  ef  an  laiiieralih^  peace,      In  tliis  state  ef  affairs  Stipiieii  [leeatur,  the 

lieutenant,  commanding   the    United   States   si-hiMnnT    laiteipiise,  ,,t'  fiairteen  -uns  ami  >e\iiii\-  men 

ceived  the  idea  of  enterin-  the  harlMH- ufTripuli  at  ni-ht.  and  efl.Manlin-  and  iveaptutiir^-  the  I'iiiladel'p 

He  immediately  colninnnieate(l  the  dann-  selieme  te  his  eeininandei-,  and  vnlunte.avd  his  service..  ... 
execute  it.  After  due  delilieratien  en  the  pidpesal,  t'emniuduie  j'rehle  appi.^ved  ef  the  plan,  .and  acceiited 
the  offer  of  Decatur's  services.  I'ully  aware,  \v,\y,-yrv.  of  th.'  extrem.' h.i/.ard  nf  such  an  iindei  taking-,  and 
that  its  success  would  entirely  depend  en  the  seca-eey,  celerity,  and  ,u-all.intry  ef  its  exeiail  i..n,  and'con- 
ceiving-  that  any  attempt  to  bring  nut  the  fi  igat(>,  if  captured,  nnist  he  attended  with  extraordinary  danger 
to  the  captors,  and  expose  the  vessel  to  tln'  risk  of  being  retaken;  and  li(dieving,  moreover,  that  the 
desti'uction  of  the  Philadelphia  wnuld  siinieieidly  restore  the  siiperieiiiy  ef  his  own  fleet.  Commodore 
Preble  gave  peremptory  orders  to  Lieutenant  Decatur  not  to  attempt  to  hring  the  frigate  out  nf  the  iLarlior 
but,  in  case  of  success,  to  be  su7-e  In  sii  /n-r  \n  the  gun  iMem,  berths,  cuek-pit,  siore'roimis  inrward,  li(aths 
on  the   berth  deck,  and    then,  after    blewiieu-  ent  iier    buttem,  to  aliamhai  Ihu-.      In  the  execulien  ef  these 

orders,  Lieutenant  Decatur   manned  a  small    ketch    ef   al t  sixlv  tens,  (udiidi  he  had    just  beleiv  taken 

from  the  Turks,)  with  seventy  efticers  and  men,  all  vnlunt<>ers,  and  sail.-d  Ireui  Syra.aise,  wli.av  the  • 
American  squadron  then  l,iv,  en  the  iMef  I'llii  u.irv  Isot.  After  several  davs  ef  V(a-v  tempest  ui. us  weather 
he  arrived  offTripoli,  en  ti.e  Kith  of  th(>  sam.'  im'.nth,  and  innnediatdy  proceeding  iiite  the  harbor,  ran  up 
alongside  tlie  Philadelphia,  about  ten  o'clock  at  night,  boarded  and  carried  her  in  the  most  gallant  style, 
after  a  shei  t  but  s(  vere  conflict  on  the  decks  of  the  frigate,  in  which  upwards  of  twenty  Turks  were 
killed  on  the  spet,  and  the  rest  driven  below  or  overboard.  At  this  period,  and  while  everything  around 
w^as  in  darkness,  Li.uiletiant  Decatur  found  himself  in  ,piiet  pos.session  of  his  prize;  and  it'is  the  ..pinion 
of  the  pilot  wh.i  c..iHbmt,'.l  the  k.M.'h  int..  Ww  harl,..r,  as  well  as  ..f  several  n.aval  ..llhaa's  wh,,  were 
acquainted  with  all  the  .a'r.atinstanc^s,  an. I  the  c,,nnnit  tee  aiv  assund  it  was  t  li.' de.a.le.l  ..pini.m  ..t  Decatur 
himself,  that  he  could  have  brought  the  Phila.hdphia  out  ..f  the  harl.,.r  in  safety.  The  peremptory  orders, 
however,  under  which  he  was  acting,  preclu.le.l  the  atteinpit,  an.l  having  deliberately  set  lire  to  the  vessel, 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  his  comman.hr.  an.l  having  remaine.l  ..n  board  until  the  fire  had  communi- 
cated to  the  rigging  and  tops,  he  finally  al.and.med  her,  bringing. .If  the  whole  of  his  crew  under  a  heavy 
fire  from  the  batteries  and  the  shipping,  wnthout  the  loss  of  a  single  man.  It  is  the  belief  of  the  corniuittee 
that  the  gallantry  of  this  achievement  has  very  seldom  been  equaled,  and  never  surpassed,  in  the  naval 
history  of  the  world.  In  the  language  of  Commodore  Preble,  "  its  merit  can  hardly  be  svfficienthj  estima- 
ted; it  is  aJ>niTnfI  i}rnist'." 

Without  dw.dling  on  the  circumstances  which,  in  their  estimation,  distinguish  this  achievement  from 
almost  all  ethers,  th<'  committee  would  remark  that,  when  considered  in  its  ejfects — in  inspiring  the  Turk 
with  a  dread  of  American  enterprise  and  valor,  (which  neither  time  nor  space  have  been  able  to  remove,) 
in  elevating  the  American  naval  character  in  the  estimation  of  foreign  nations,  and  in  inspiring  that 
confidence  in  ourselves  so  essential  to  success,  and  which,  perhaps,  has  contributed  as  much  as  any 
other  cause  to  our  victories  on  the  ocean  and  the  lakes — the  destruction  of  the  Philadelphia  cannot  fail 
to  be  regarded  as  an  evfent  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  government  and  people  of  the  United 
States.  It  was  so  considered  when  it  occurred,  and  has  never  ceased  to  be  so  regarded  by  our  naval 
officers,  by  the  government,  and  by  the  country  at  large;  and,  perhaps,  it  is  not  going  too  far  to  assert 
that  it  is  to  th(')vr,fnNvrI  iwprrssion  prfidnccd  bv  tiiat  and  other  exploits,  duriii--  the  Tripolitan  war,  that 
this  i,ati..-n  is  in.lel.te.l  fer  ;i  -reater  exempt  i. mi  IV.  .m  depredati.  .ns  ..n  th.'  part  ..f  Turkish  cruis.a-s  than  has 
been  experience.l  l,v  ,anv  ..lli.a-;  and  that,  when  .liriiculti.'s  have  ..c-urr.Ml,  th.-v  liav  l.e,.n  a.lptste.l  with 
unexampl.Ml  .ad.aaty,  an.l  at  an  expense  of  bl,,.,.!  an.l  treasure  alt..g<'th<u-  insigniricaiit  wli.a'i  .aanpared 
with  that  1. 1  which  the  greatest  maritime  powers  of  Europe  have  been  suhje.-t.Ml  umler  similar  cir.aim- 
stances.  ^^'ithout  dwelling  longer  on  the  merit  of  the  exploit,  the  counnittic  will  cme  dire.'tly  t..  the 
inquiry  whether  any  and  what  pecuniary  reward  ought  to  be  bestowed  on  the  .aiptors  <,['  the  I'hila.hdphia, 
according  to  the  practice  of  our  own  government  in  similar  cases.  At  the  time  of  the  capture  of  the 
Philadelphia  the  navy  was  young,  and  it  was  the  opinion  of  many,  even  of  our  wisest  statesmen,  that  it 
was  not  the  true  policy  of  the  United  States  to  strengthen  this  arm  of  the  national  defence.  The  system 
which  has  since  lieen  introduced,  and  which  seems  now  to  unite  all  suftrages  in  its  favor,  had  not  yet  been 
established,  ami  ap].r. ipu-iate  rewards  for  distinguished  services  ha.l  n.it  li.'eii  jirovided.  Congress,  tliere- 
fore,  though  appr.'i-iating  very  highly  the  valor  and  good  conduct  ..f  Hecatur  and  his  gallant  associates, 
contented  themselves  M'ith  bestowing  mere  honorary  rewards,  unless  it  can  be  considered  as  an  exception 
to  the  remark  that  they  voted  two  months'  2)ay  to  the  officers  and  men,  which,  it  is  understood,  the  former 
unanimously  declined  to  receive.  When  at  a  later  period,  however,  the  people  of  the  United  States 
came  to  feel  and  acknowledge  the  importance  of  a  navy  to  the  national  defence,  when  our  oflicers  and 
men  were  every  day  covering  themselves  and  their  country  with  glory,  a  better  and  more  liberal  spirit 
sprung  up  and  was  cherished  towards  this  long  neglected  department  of  the  public  service.  Prior  to  the 
capture  of  the  Guerriere  by  the  Constitution,  we  believe,  no  case  had  occurred  in  which  a  pecuniary- 
reward,  for  a  naval  victory,  had  been  paid  out  of  the  public  treasury.  A  share  in  the  thing  captured 
was  all  that  the  laws  or  usages  of  the  country  allowed;  and,  if  that  perished  in  the  conflict,  the  victors 
went  without  their  reward.  When,  however,  the  navy  had  fought  itself  into  favor,  and  our  naval  heroes 
came  to  be  regarded  with  the  gratitude  and  affection  which  could  no  longer  be  withheld,  the  rule  was 
adopted  of  paying  out  of  the  public  purse  for  the  vessels  destroyed  in  battle;  and  the  principle  is  now 
settled,  from  the  uniform  practice  of  the  government  for  fourteen  years,  that  a  reasonable  compensation 
is  to  be  allowed  for  vessels  sunk  in  battle,  or  necessarily  destroyed  in  consequence  of  injuries  received 
in  the  conflict.  The  committee  beg  leave  to  annex  to  this  report  a  list  of  the  vessels  so  destroyed, 
with  the  compensation  allowed  for  each.  Conceiving,  therefore,  that  it  is  the  established  policy  and 
settled  practice  of  the  government  to  allow  compensation  in  all  such  cases,  (although  they  do  not  come 
within  the  provisions  of  the  prize  acts,)  the  question  now  presents  itself  whether  the  same  liberal  priu- 
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ciple  ought  not  to  be  extended  to  the  case  of  the  Philadelphia,  and  wliether  compensation  is  not  as  justly- 
due  to  the  captors  of  that  vessel  as  to  the  captors  of  the  Guerriere  and  the  Java,  or  of  the  gunboat 
destroyed  on  Lake  Ontario.  On  this  point  your  committee  are  clearly  and  unanimously  of  opinion 
that  both  justice  and  policy  concur  in  support  of  the  claim.  Where  all  the  facts  are  notorious,  and  the 
merit  of  the  claimants  is  confessedly  of  the  hig-hest  order,  the  government  ought  not  to  avail  itself  of  the 
mere  lapse  of  time;  nor  can  the  committee  conceive  any  sound  reason  why  a  rule,  founded  on  justice  and 
enlarged  principles  of  public  policy,  should  not  be  extended  to  those  who  have  achieved  signal  victories, 
before  as  well  as  after  its  adoption.  They  have,  therefore,  no  hesitation  in  recommending  that  reasonable 
compensation  be  now  granted  to  the  captors  of  tiie  Philadelphia. 

Two  other  questions  still  remain  to  be  considered.  The  first  i-elates  to  the  amount  which  ought  to 
be  allowed,  and  the  second  to  the  proper  distribution  of  that  amount.  On  the  first  point  the  precedents 
have  varied  from  the  grant  of  the  full  value  of  the  vessel  captured  and  destroyed,  down  to  a  half  and 
even  a  fourth  part  of  such  value.  An  examination  of  the  annexed  list  will  afibrd  full  information  on 
this  point. 

The  petitioner  in  this  case  strongly  relies  on  the  ground  that,  as  the  vessel  could  have  been  brought 
out  of  the  harbor  of  Tripoli,  and  was  destroyed  only  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  Commodore  Preble, 
the  captors  ought  to  be  remunerated  for  their  loss.  And  further,  that  the  great  disparity  of  force, 
making  this  a  case  of  even  higher  merit  than  that  of  any  other  frigate  ever  captured  by  the  American 
navj^,  strengthens  the  claim  to  a  liberal  allowance.  Viewing  the  subject  in  all  its  bearings,  the  committee 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  to  recommend  the  grant  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  as  a  reasonable  sum 
to  be  now  paid  to  the  captors  of  the  Philadelphia,  being,  at  the  lowest  estimate,  about  one-half  of  the 
value  of  the  frigate  at  the  time  of  her  capture. 

In  relation  to  the  distribution  of  this  amount,  they  have  felt  some  difiBculty.  The  case,  not  being  one 
of  a  vessel  brought  into  port  and  condemned,  does  not  come  within  the  scope  of  the  prize  acts,  and  the 
committee  is  well  satisfied  that  the  mode  of  distribution  prescribed  by  those  acts  cannot  be  equitably 
applied  to  it.  The  prize  arts  arc  dliviously  founded  on  the  T[)resiimption  oi:  cajjture  by  a  full  crew,  and 
it  is  manifest  that  a  distriliuliou  which  would  be  just  and  proper  in  the  case  of  a  vessel  fully  officered 
and  manned,  might  be  cxtroiiicly  iiii('(|ual  and  unjust  when  applied  to  a  mere  handful  of  men,  filling  up 
none  of  the  classes  arranged  in  the.se  acts.  The  capture  of  a  fj-igate  of  the  first  class  by  a  lieutenant 
and  seventy  men,  in  a  small  ketch  of  four  guns,  is  so  out  of  the  usual  course,  and  so  contrary  to  all  reason- 
able calculations,  that  the  existence  of  such  an  extraordinary  case  seems  to  produce  the  necessity  of  pro- 
viding a  new  rule  for  the  case  itself;  and,  in  the  present  instance,  this  can  be  the  more  readily  done,  as 
the  proposed  grant  is  not  founded  on  the  letter  of  the  law,  but  rests  entirely  in  the  liberality,  and  there- 
fore may  be  regulated  by  the  sound  discretion  of  Congress.  After  looking  carefully  into  the  subject,  and 
consulting  experienced  naval  officers,  your  committee  caimot  discover  any  more  equitable  rule  of  distribu- 
tion than  that  recommended  by  the  Navy  Commissioners  in  the  letters  hereto  annexed,  viz:  That  after 
reserving  for  the  commanding  officer  of  the  squadron  one-twentieth  of  the  whole  sum,  the  residue  be 
divided  among  the  officers  and  men,  in  the  same  relative  proportions  which  each  would  receive  if  the  crew 
of  the  Intrepid  had  consisted  of  the  same  number  as  that  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia,  at  the  time  of  her 
capture  by  the  Tripolitans. 

Your  committee,  in  conclusion,  beg  leave  to  report  a  bill  granting  compensation  to  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  ketch  Intrepid,  for  the  capture  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia,  on  the  principles  set  forth  in 
this  report. 


List  of  vessels  destroyed,  recaptured,  or  restored,  with  the  amounts  allonvd  by  acts  of  Congress  for  the  same. 


Vessels  capturing. 


Vessels  captured. 


Vol.  4,  p.  522  . 
Vol.  4,  p.  522  . 
Vol.  4,  p.  522  . 
Vol.  4,  p.  543 . 
Vol.  4,  p.  543  . 
Vol.  4,  p.  543  . 

Vol.  4,  p.  835  . 
Vol.  6,  p.  ll . 
Voh  6,  p.    11. 

Vol.  6,  p.    86  . 

Vol.  6,  p.  115.. 

Vol.  6,  p.  118. 

Vol.  6,  p.  366  . 
Vol.  3,  p.  590  . 
Vol.  3,  p.  590  . 
Vol.  7,  p.    40  . 


Constitution . 
Constitution . 

Wasp 

Hornet 


Hornet 

Wasp 

Constitution 

Squadron  

Land  and  naval  force 

Preble,  Stewart,  &c. 

John  Adams 

Philadelphia    

Two  gigs 

United  States 


Guerriere 

Java 

Frolic 

Peacock  

Detroit 

Lake  Erie  vessels 
To  Captain  Perry. 
Lake  Champlain 

Penguin 

Avon  and  Reindeer , 

And  one  year's  pay 

Levant  

Cyane  

Algerine  vessels 

Barataria  vessels 

To   be   paid  out  of  fines  and  for 

feitures 

Transfer 

Meshouda 

Mirboha 

Black  Snake 

Macedonian 


§50,000 
50,000 
25,000 
25,000 
12,000 

255,000 
5,000 

310,000 
25,000 
50,000 

25,000 
40,000 
100,000 
50,000 


2,500 
8,594 
5,000 
3,000 
200,000 


Destroyed. 
Destroyed. 
Recaptured. 
Destroyed. 

[  Purchased. 

Purchased. 

Destroyed. 

[•  Destroyed. 

Recaptured. 
Purchased. 
Restored. 

(  Captured 
r  from  pirates. 

Restored. 
Restored. 
Destroyed. 
Purchased. 


To  which  add  tbe  British  sloop  of  war  Hermes,  destroyed  by  the  garrison  of  Fort  Boyer,  Mobile  Point, 
in  September,  1814,  and  paid  for  by  act  of  Congress. 
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til.-  lii 


1abl(>, 


Wasiiin-iitox,  Xorrmber  15,  1821. 
Dear  Madam:  I  have  received  your  communication  of  the  9th  instant,  w  licivin  v,,n  request  my  opinion 
in  regard  to  the  provisions  contained  in  the  bill  reported  by  the  Naval  (Juiiiiinti.c,  diirino-  the  last  session 
of  Cong-ress,  to  compensate  yourself  as  the  widow  and  representative  of  CapUiiu  .Stephen  Decatur,  and 
the  officers  nii.l  crew  <.(  tli.'  1  /nlcd  Mates  ki'tch  Intrepid,  for  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the  Tripolitan 
frigate,  late  the   \   inlnl  States  Iri-atc  I'liilaili'liiliia. 

_  With  ivsiMMtluM:  InviM-,.  l:,i-  the  (i],iniu:is  nf  the  honorable  gentlemen  who  reported  that  bill,  as  well 

"°  *■"''' """-"-■  (il  (ith.'i-  ,';viitlr!ii,.|i  wliM  lia\c  cxi ,i- -sscd  to  you  their  views  on  the  same  subject,  I  would 

sn--vst  a  priii(i|ilr  ,>!  .list  i  il  ml  imh,  which,  to  my  mind,  would  have  been  equally  e(|ui- 
■iii"'  tiiiii'  iii'iiv  hkely,  1   .MiiriMM,  til  have  met  the  views  and  wishes  of  the  claunants 

generally.       The     llhMle    1    wr.illd    su,--est     is    as    lullnws:    If  the    sum  apprepiiated    by    ("nn-Tess    sliniil.l    be 

$10(1, ooi),  I  wniil.l  nveiiiiMeial  ill.'  seitiii-  apart  of  $5,000  as  the  preji-'r  sun,  fur  reumii-a-anie^-  the  heirs  ,,f 
the  ei'iiiiiiaiiiliii--  dl'lii-rr  nf  the  S(|  iiaih-i  in,  ami  then  divide  amongst  the  (.flieers  ami  ercw  (.llhe  Intrepiil 
exclusively,  the  i-eiiiaiiiiii^-  S'.i:),()(M),  a] ipi  irt  ii m in-'  to  each  class  of  the  elaiiuaut.s  the  same  relative  share 
as  they  would  have  bemi  eniiile,!  |n  r.M-eiv,',  had  the  actual  number  of  othcers  and  men  on  board  the 
Intrepid,  at  the  time  she  dcsin.y.d  thr  rhila.hlphia.  I.e.'ii  precisely  the  same  as  is  known  to  have  been  on 
board  of  that  ship  at  thr  time  ,A'  her  ea|itiire  by  the  Tripolitans. 

The  eneli.sed  exhilut,  whirh  cerresi.ionds  m  principle  with  the  mode  of  distribution  suggested,  will 
show,  in  the  ,li\  isiuii  nf  any  amnunt  which  might  be  awarded,  the  specific  sum  that  each  officer  and  sea- 
man would  be  eiitithd  te  reeeive. 

Witii  great  respect  and  regard,  I  am,  dear  madam,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  EODGERS. 

Mrs.  Susan  Decatur. 


Navy  Commissioners'  Office,  November  11,  1827. 
Dear  Madam:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  yesterday,  and  its  enclosure,  which  is 
herewith  returned.     The  distribution,  as  stated  in  that  paper,  appears  to  be  equitable,  and  will,  I  presume 
be  satisfactory  to  those  concerned.     With  my  best  wishes  for  a  successful  termination  of  the  'case, 
I  am,  with  very  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  AVARRINGTON. 
Mrs.  Susan  Decatur,  Georgetown. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Jones,  Navy  Commissioner,  relative  to  the  proi^er  mode  of  distributing  the 
prize  money  for  the  Philadelphia. 

AVashington,  November  28,  1825. 
Dear  Madam:   In  compliance  with  your  request  that  I  should  make  known  to  you  my  opinion  respect- 


ing th<'  di 
Tnpuii, 
First,  tl 


ed   t(i  the 


■  Philadelphia,  in  the  harbor  of 

»-nn  the  lM||,i\viim-  as  ili(>  manner  eMmpmiing  with  lav  id^a  ■  if  equity  in  that  case: 

■  made  a  .livid.md  ut  the  mon.'y.  in  the  sainr  Ir-al  prMp,,rthm  to  each  officer  and 

seaman  as  if  the  class  in  which  he  was  comprised  was  lull;   and  tlien,  that   the   surplus  money  should  be 

re-divided  in  the  same  manner,  until  entirely  distributed. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

(Signed)  JACOB  JONES. 

Mrs.  Decatur. 


WASHi.\-r;Tox,  January  5,  1828. 
To  Commodores  Badgers  and  Warrington,  Navy  Commissioners; 

Gentlemen:  I  enclose  you  a  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitted  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives on  the  8th  December,  1826,  covering  Commodore  Decatur's  original  list  of  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  keteli  Intrepid,  at  the  time  of  the  capture  of  the  frigate  ITiiladelphia ;  which  list,  I  presume, 
was  not  bef  ire  y.m  .it  the  time  your  statement  was  made  out,  wdiieh  is  aniii'.vi'il  i,i  >rrs.  Decatur's  memo- 
rial. I  am  <liri'eted  liy  the  Naval  Committee  of  the  Senate  to  request  that  \nu  will  be  sn  good  as  to  make 
out  a  statement  nf  the  distribution  of  $100,000  among  the  officers  and  crew  nf  the  IntiH^pid,  in  conformity 
with  the  documents  enclosed,  (introducing,  at  the  same  time,  the  name  of  S.  Catelino,  the  pilot,  in  the  5th 
class,)  according  to  the  principles  recommended  by  you;  that  is  to  say,  to  allow  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  squadron  the  sum  of  $5,000,  one-twentieth  of  the  whole,  and  to  divide  the  residue  among 
the  officers  and  men  in  the  same  relative  proportions  which  each  would  receive  if  the  crew  of  the  Intrepid 
had  consisted  of  the  same  number  as  that  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia,  at  the  time  of  her  capture  by  the 
Tripolitans. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  vour  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  Y.  HAYNE, 
Chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee  of  the  Senate. 
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Navy  Comjiissioners'  Office,  Januarij  1,  1828. 
Sir:  The  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant. 
The  statement  to  which  you  refer  was  unofficial,  and  made  in  reply  to  a  private  communication  from 
Mrs.  Decatur,  more  with  a  view  to  express  an  opinion  as  to  the  principle  of  distribution  applicable  to  the 
case,  than  with  any  expectation  of  minute  accuracy  in  the  calculation,  as  aflFected  thn  interests  of  the 
individuals  concerned;  for,  in  truth,  they  had  not  at  that  time  a  correct  list  of  the  ci'ew  of  the  ketch 
Intrepid. 

Having  now  received  a  correct  list  from  you,  they  have  had  the  paper  herewith  transmitted,  and 
marked  A,  prepared,  upon  the  principle  stated  in  its  caption,  including  (agreeably  to  your  request)  the 
name  of  S.  Catelino  in  the  5th  class.  A  copy  of  the  list  of  the  crew,  marked  B,  showing  the  classes  to 
which  they  belong,  is  also  transmitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  RODGERS. 
Hon.  Robert  Y.  Hayne. 


A. 

The  sum  of  $100,000  distributed  among  the  crew  of  the  ketch  Intrepid,  upon  the  following  principle, 
viz:  Consider  each  person  of  each  class  to  share  as  a  crew  equal  in  number,  &c.,  to  that  of  the  frigate 
Philadelphia,  cruising  independently  of  any  superior  command,  would  share;  then  reserve  one-twentieth 
of  the  whole  sum  for  the  officer  who  commanded  the  squadron  to  which  the  Intrepid  belonged,  and  divide 
the  remainder  among  the  crew  of  the  Intrepid,  in  the  same  relative  proportions  first  assumed. 

The  crew  of  the  Philadelphia  would  have  shared  as  follows: 


Class. 

First 1   . 

Second 5   . 

Third 7   . 

Fourth 21   . 

Fifth 26   . 

Sixth 241   . 

SOT 


. .  3  twentieths $15,000  00 

..  2  twentieths,    at  $2, 000 10,000  00 

..  2  twentieths,    at    1,428  57f 10,000  00 

..  31  twentieths,  at         648  14ff 17,500  00 

. .  ^  twentieths,  at         480  76f| 12,500  00 

..  7  twentieths,    at         145  22J-|f 35,000  00 

20  $100,000  00 


The  following  exhibit  shows  the  number  of  each  class  of  persons  supposed  to  have  constituted  the 
crew  of  the  ketch  Intrepid,  and  the  distribution   of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  upon  the  principle 
above  stated 
Class. 

First 1    

Second 3  at  $4,188  32.. 

Third 5  at     2,991   65f  . 

Fourth 9  at     1,357  32f. 

Fifth -  -  - 

Sixth  


$31,412  42 
12,564  96 
14,958  28 
12,215  93 


11  at     1,006  SOt-^t- 11,074  i 


42  i 


304  13: 


12,773  50 


Leaving  for  the  commodore. 


$95,000  00 
5,000  00 


$100,000  00 


B. 

List  of  officers  and  seamen  ivho  volunteered  their  services  for  the  destruction  of  the  frigate  PhiladeljMa. 


Stephen  Decatur,  jr 

James  Lawrence 

Joseph  Bainbridge 

Jonathan  Thorn 

Lewis  Heermann 

Thomas  McDonough 

John  Rowe 

Ralph   Izard 

Alexander  Laws 

Charles  Morris 

•  Ralph  Izard 


Commander 
Lieutenant  . 

do 

do 
Surgeon  . . . 
Midshipman 

do 

do 

do 

do 


Dead:  left  a  widow. 

Dead:  left  a  widow  and  child. 

Dead:  left  a  child. 

Dead. 

At  New  Orleans. 

Dead:   left  children. 


Now  Navy  Commissioner 


n  board  the  frigate  Constitution. 
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Lid  of  officers  and 


John  Davis 

Thomas  C.  Andci 
William  Wik>y. 
William  Hook., 
r  George  Cra-wiui 
j  George  Brown 
1  John  Newman. 
[  Paul  Frazier... 
James  .Metealf. 
Nicholas  Hn.wn. 
Edwa 
Edwa 


1  l!url^ 
1  Kcll<' 


Jan 


lit. 


s  Wilsoi 

John  F.ml 

Richanl    Dovlcs.. 

Peter    Miuirli 

Richanl  Omion.l... 
Samuc-l  Jarkson... 
Jam.'S  Pas^Tov,.... 
Joseph    (ioo.hvin.. 

John   Poyics 

Augustus  (J.  Plenr. 
Charles  Berryman. 

Daniel    Frazier 

William   Graham.. 

Reuben  James 

Robert  Love 

John  Williams. . .. 
Joseph  Fairfield.  . . 
George  Fudge .... 
James  Robinson .  . . 
Matthew  Yates . .  . 
William  Dnckeld.. 

Andrew  Espy 

William  Tumbo... 
Thomas  James .... 
Joseph  Nuniond.  . . 
George  Murray .  . . 
gilt.. 


Robert  M'K 
William  Hi 
Henrv  l»avt 
Josepli   Par 


.ill'., 


iinis   O'ltriaii 

:ob    Kenyon 

John  Bentson 

William  Rodgers... 
Charles  Robinson . .  . 
William  Trippet  . . , 

John  Joseph 

Michael   Williams. , 


Marines. 

Solomon  Wren 

Duncan   Mansfield. . . , 

Noble   James 

John  Quin 

Isaac  Camfield 

Reuben  O'Brian 

William  Pepper 

John   Woolstrandorf . . 
S.  Catelino 


Midshipman  . 
do 


Boatswain's  mate.  . 


do 
do 
do 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
d.) 


do 
do 
do 


do 
do 


do 


do  

Ship's  steward.  . . , 
Ordinary  seaman, 
do 


do 
do 
do 
do 


Sergeant . 

Corporal  . 

Private  .  . 

do     .  . 


do 
do 


do 
Pilot  . . 


The  within  and  foregoing  is  a  correct  list  of  the  officers,  seamen,  &c.,  that  assisted  in  destroying  the 
frigate  Philadelphia,  in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli. 

(Signed)  STEPHEN  DECATUR,  Jr. 
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20th  Congress.]  No.    346.  [1st  Session. 

A  PLAN  FOR  A  NAVAL  PEACE  ESTABLISHMENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    SENATE    JANUARY    15,     1828. 

Navy  Department,  January  12,  1828. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  February  28,  1821,  directing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  "to  report  a  plan  for  a  naval  peace  establishment  for  the  United  States,"  paper  A,  containing  the 
plan  called  for,  is  respectfully  presented.  It  is  not  accompanied  witii  comments,  but  reference  is  made 
to  the  views  expressed  in  former  reports  from  this  Department  on  the  subject,  particularly  to  those  of 
January  24,  1824,  and  January  1,  1825. 

It  will  l>c  perceived  that  the  present  varies  in  some  points  from  the  plans  heretofore  proposed,  and 
which  did  imt  meet  the  ;iii|)r(i)iation  of  Congress.  The  changes,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  found  satisfactory. 
The  inteutinii  has  been  lij  eiiilii'acc  only  those  objects  supposed  to  be  indispensable,  and  to  make  the 
whole  plain  and  simple  in  its  provisions;  some  of  which  are  suggested  by  experience,  and  others 
•ere  now  in  operation  under  the  orders  of  the  Department:  it  would  be  better  to  give  them  legislative 
sanction. 

In  connection  with  this  plan,  and  as  an  essential  part  of  it,  paper  B  is  presented.  An  examination 
of  our  statutes  will  exhibit  great  confusion  and  important  omissions  on  the  subject  of  pay.  Several 
principles  have  governed  in  framing  this  part  of  the  plan. 

1.  To  regard  the  decision  of  Congress  in  the  other  branch  of  the  public  service  as  the  safest  and 
best  guide;  under  tlie  impression  tliat  what  Congress  had  sanctioned  for  the  army  would  meet 
approbation  wlieii  appliid  tu  the  iia\\-,  the  situation  and  services  of  the  latter  being  such  as  to 
justify  equality  with  ilie  Innin'r.  The  pay  here  proposed  will  be  found  in  no  in.stance  to  exceed,  and  in 
almost  all  to  fall  slmi-!  of  that  given  tu  tlio  relative  grade  of  army  officers. 

2.  To  increase  the  pay  after  ten  years'  faithful  services  in  the  same  rank.  In  the  army  there  is  an 
increase  of  rank  by  brevet,  which  uniformly  induces  a  proportionate  increase  of  pay. 

3.  To  add  to  the  pay  while  at  sea,  both  as  an  inducement  to  active  service,  and  to  meet  the  expenses 
■which  a  separation  from  their  families  always  creates  with  (iffieers  ef  the  navy;  an  evil  to  which  those 
of  the  army  are  less  subjected.     This  increase  is  duly  in  tln'  ihiihIm  r  nf  rations. 

4.  To  take  away  all  emoluments  and  allowances,  us  lur  as  |irac(icalil(>,  and  to  give  in  all  cases,  both 
on  land  and  at  sea,  definite  and  ascertained  compensation  lei  llie  iierfn  mance  of  duty. 

Under  the  direction  in  the  other  resolution  of  the  same  date,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  the 
honor  to  present  paper  C,  containing  a  body  of  regulations  rehilinu'  tn  nfTences,  trials  and  punishments. 
A  comparison  of  them  with  the  law  now  in  force,  "  for  the  lietler  ^la-emmcnt  of  the  navy,"  will  exhibit 
the  changes  proposed  in  that  law.  For  the  views  of  the  Department  on  this  subject,  reference  is  made  to 
the  paper  C,  and  to  the  report  dated  January  1,  1825. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  would  think  it  his  duty,  under  these  resolutions,  to  present  a  plan  for 
establishing  a  naval  school,  if  a  bill  for  that  object  had  not  been  under  consideration,  and  passed  the 
Senate  at  the  last  session,  and,  if  he  is  correctly  informed,  is  again  under  consideration.  It  is 
respectfully  suggested  that  no  plan  for  a  naval  establishment,  and  no  regulations,  can  be  perfect,  unless 
a  naval  school  forms  a  part  of  them. 

Some  legal  provisions  would  be  useful,  in  relation  to  the  disbursements  made  for  the  navy,  but  that 
subject  does  not  seem  to  be  embraced  within  the  scope  of  these  resolutions. 

A  new  body  of  rules  and  regulations  has  been  recently  prepared  under  the  law  of  February  7,  1815, 
but  has  not  been  approved  and  promulgated,  under  the  hope  that  important  changes  in  the  naval 
establishment  woidd  be  made  during  the  present  session,  which  would  render  alterations  in  them 
expedient. 

If  it  should  be  the  will  of  Congress  to  sanction  the  proposed  plans  and  regulations,  proper  rules 
should  be  prescribed  by  the  President,  and  a  law  passed  regulating  the  disbursement  of  the  public 
moneys  by  the  official  agents;  it  is  most  confidently  believed  that  efficiency  and  economy  would  be 
greatly  promoted. 

Respectfully  submitted.  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

The  President  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 


Naval  establishment. 


1.  To  consist  of  one  vice  admiral,  two  rear  admirals,  six  commodores,  thirty-five  captains,  thirty-five 
masters  and  commandants,  three  hundred  lieutenants,  sixty  surgeons,  seventy  surgeons'  mates,  fifty 
pursers,  twelve  chaplains,  thirty  sailingmasters,  five  hundred  masters'  mates  and  midshipmen,  thirty-five 
boatswains,   thirty-five  gunners,  thirty-five  carpenters,   thirty-five   sailmakers,  seven  navy  storekeepers. 

2.  The  relative  rank  of  officers  of  the  navy  with  those  of  the  army  to  be:  Vice  admiral,  with  major 
general;  rear  admiral,  with  brigadier  general;'  commodore  in  actual  command,  with  brigadier  general; 
captains  of  five  years,  with  colonels;  under  five  years,  with  lieutenant  colonels;  masters  commandant, 
with  majors;  lieutenants,  with  captains;  passed  midshipmen,  with  lieutenants;  provided  that  no  right  to 
command  each  other  shall  arise  from  the  relative  rank  so  arranged  between  the  officers  of  the  army  and 
navy. 

3.  The  President  to  fix,  by  regulation,  the  number  and  pay  of  the  petty  officers,  seamen,  ordinary 
seamen,  and  others,  attached  to  the  several  vessels  in  commission,  and  to  navy  yards  and  stations,  accord- 
ing as  the  necessity  of  the  public  service  may  require. 
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4.  The  sliips  of  the  navy  to  be  cLtssccI  as  follows: 

First  rate.   Tliree  deckers,  iiKHintiiiL;'  uno  huinln'il  rrriis  and  upwards. 

Second  rate,  first  class.  Two  dcckcis.  iiiniiiilinL:,-  n(\  ini  y-funr  and  under  one  hundred  guns. 

Second  rate,  second  class.  'J'wo  dcdsirs,  nininitiiig-  sc\ciii\-r(inr  and  under  ninety  guns. 

Third  rate,  first  class.   Friualc-^,  niuunting  iifty-1'uur  and  under  sixty-four  guns. 

Third  rate,  second  class.    l-'ri-Mlcs,  mounting  fort}'  and  under  fifty-four  guns. 

Fourth  rate,  first  chiss.   Slnups,  mounting  twenty-four  g-uns  and  upwards. 

Fourth  rate,  secniid  class,   r-^lonps,  mounting  eighteen  guns  and  under  twenty-four. 

Fifth  rate.  Bri-s  and  s.-liooners. 

5.  Sailingmasti  1 -,  I.  ai-w  aiiis,  gunners,  carpenters,  and  sailmakers  to  be  ranked  in  three  grades  or 
classes;  the  first  fm  si  r\  a c  in  vessels  of  the  first  and  second  rate;  the  second  in  vessels  of  the  third  rate 
and  the  third  in  vessels  ,,r  i!i,>  luurth  and  fifth  rate. 

6.  The  President  is  auiliniizeil,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  when  the  neces- 
sity of  the  service  iiMpiires  ii,  tn  increase  the  nund^er  of  each  grade  of  officers,  not  to  exceed  one-fifth  of 
the  respective  numbers  nientiened  in  the  first  section. 

7.  Masters'  mates,  midshipmen,  boatswains,  gunners,  carpenters,  and  sailmakers,  shall  be  appointed 
by  warrant  from  the  President  of  tlie  L^nited  States. 

8.  Masters  and  commandants  not  to  be  proirioted  until  they  have  served  at  sea,  as  such,  for  two  years. 

9.  Lieutenants,  b<'fnrt.>  iinuiiiitinn,  in  peri'orm  active  duty  at  sea  for  three  years,  and  submit  to  an 
examinaticn  mT  tlieir  iinaiilicatinns  and  fitness  to  perfomi  the  duties  of  master  commandants,  under  regu- 
lations to  be  prescrili.'d  by  direction  of  the  .Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

10.  No  person  to  lie  appointed  an  assistant  surgeon  who  has  not  been  examined  by  a  board  of  navy 
surgeons,  constituted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  that  purpose. 

11.  No  person  to  be  promoted  to  the  office  of  surgeon  who  shall  not  have  performed  service  for  two  years, 
at  least,  on  board  a  public  vessel  of  the  United  States,  and  been  examined  by  a  board  of  navy  surgeons, 
constituted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  that  purpose. 

12.  The  President  to  designate  and  appoint,  wdien  necessary,  surgeons  of  the  fleets  or  squadrons,  and 
purveyors  of  medicine,  and  prescribe  their  compensation  and  duties. 

13.  Midshipmen,  of  the  age  of  20  years,  who  have  been  five  years  in  the  service,  and  have  served 
three  years  at  sea,  two  and  a  half  of  which  in  an  armed  vessel  of  the  United  States,  to  be  entitled  to  an 
examination,  at  such  time  as  the  President  shall  designate  and  the  convenience  of  the  service  will  permit, 
by  a  board  of  officers,  of  a  rank  not  less  than  captain,  nor  in  number  less  than  three,  to  be  appointed  for 
that  purpose. 

14.  Midshipmen  who  have  passed  the  examination  and  been  found  qualified  for  promotion,  to  receive 
warrants  as  such,  and  may  be  appointed  to  perform  the  duties  of  sailing-master  of  the  second  and  third 
class. 

15.  Vessels  of  the  first,  second  and  third  rate  to  be  commanded  by  officers  of  a  grade  not  less  than 
captains.  Vessels  of  the  fourth  rate  by  masters  and  commandants;  of  the  fifth  rate  by  lieutenants,  who 
shall,  while  in  actual  command,  be  styled  lieutenants  commanding. 

16.  The  President  to  fix  the  component  parts  and  amount  for  the  ration,  not  to  exceed,  in  price, 
twenty-five  cents. 

17.  The  navy  yards  authorized  by  law,  to  be  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  Ciiarlestown,  Mass.,  New  York, 
Philadelphia,  Washington,  Gosport,  Va.,  Pensacola;  and  the  President  to  designate  such  navy  stations  as 
the  circumstances  may  require. 

18.  The  law  of  27th  March,  1804,  to  be  repealed,  and  the  Navy  yard  at  Washington  placed  under 
the  same  regulations  as  the  other  yards. 

19.  The  President  to  employ  such  and  so  many  of  the  vessels  as  he  may  believe  the  public  interest 
requires,  provided  that  more  officers,  seamen,  &c.,  be  not  employed,  nor  a  greater  sum  expended,  than  is 
authorized  by  law. 

20.  A  teacher  shall  be  appointed  to  each  vessel  of  the  first,  second,  third,  and  fourth  rate,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  give  instructions,  under  the  direction  of  the  commander  of  the  vessel,  to  midshipmen 
and  others. 

21.  The  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  prepared,  regulations  for  the  duties,  powers, 
and  conduct  of  the  several  officers  of  the  navy,  which,  when  approved  by  him,  shall  be  laid  before  Con- 
gress at  their  next  session. 


Plan  of  law  for  pay  of  the  navy. 

The  following  to  be  the  pay  of  the  several  officers  attached  to  the  navy: 
Vice  admiral,  $200  per  month,  and  twenty  rations  per  day. 
Rear  admiral,  $170  per  month,  and  sixteen  rations  per  day. 
Commodore,  $140  per  month,  and  twelve  rations  per  day. 
Captain,  $100  per  month,  and  eight  rations  per  day. 
Captain,  often  years,  $110  per  month,  and  nine  rations  per  day. 
Captain,  of  fifteen  years,  $120  per  month,  and  ten  rations  per  day. 
Master  commandant,  $60  per  month,  and  five  rations  per  day. 
Master  commandant,  often  years,  $70  per  month,  and  six  rations  per  day. 
Master  commandant,  of  fifteen  years,  $80  per  month,  and  seven  rations  per  day. 
Lieutenants,  $40  per  month,  and  three  rations  per  day. 
Lieutenants,  of  ten  je&rs,  $45  per  month,  and  four  rations  per  day. 
Lieutenants,  of  fifteen  years,  $50  per  month,  and  five  rations  per  day. 
Surgeons,  §60  per  mouth,  and  two  rations  per  day. 
Surgeons,  of  ten  years,  $80  per  month,  and  three  rations  per  day. 
VOL.  Ill 17  L 
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Surgeons,  of  fifteen  years,  $90  per  month,  and  five  rations  per  clay. 

Assistant  surgeons,  $40  per  month,  and  two  rations  per  day. 

Assistant  surgeons,  of  ten  years,  $45  per  mouth,  and  three  rations  per  day. 

Assistant  surgeons,  of  fifteen  years,  $50  per  month,  and  four  rations  per  day. 

Pursers,  $40  per  month,  and  two  rations  per  day. 

Chaplains,  $50  per  month,  and  three  rations  per  day. 

Midshipmen,  $25  per  month,  and  one  ration  per  day. 

Passed  midshipmen,  $30  per  month,  and  two  rations  per  day. 

Sailingmaster,  third  grade,  $40  per  month,  and  two  rations  per  day. 

Sailingmaster,  second  grade,  $45  per  month,  and  three  rations  per  day. 

Sailingmaster,  first  grade,  $50  per  month,  and  four  rations  per  day. 

Boatswain,  third  grade,  $20  per  month,  and  two  rations  per  day. 

Boatswain,  second  grade,  $30  per  month,  and  three  rations  per  day. 

Boatswain,  first  grade,  $40  per  month,  and  four  rations  per  day. 

Gunners,  third  grade,  $20  per  month,  and  two  rations  per  day. 

Gunners,  second  grade,  $30  per  mimth,  and  three  rations  per  day. 

Gunners,  first  grade,  $40  per  month,  and  four  rations  per  day. 

Carpenters,  third  grade,  $20  per  mouth,  and  two  rations  per  day. 

Carpenters,  second  grade,  $30  per  month,  and  three  rations  per  day. 

Carpenters,  first  grade,  $40  per  month,  and  four  rations  per  day. 

Sailmakers,  third  grade,  $20  per  mouth,  and  two  rations  per  day. 

Sailmakers,  second  grade,  $25  per  mouth,  and  three  rations  per  day. 

Sailmakers,  first  grade,  $30  per  month,  and  three  rations  per  day. 

Masters'  mates,  $"25  per  month,  and  two  rations  per  day. 
Provided  that  no  officer,  who  is  required  to  pass  an  examination  before  he  is  promoted,  shall  in  any 
case  receive  the  increased  pay,  unless  he  shall  at  the   proper  time   present  himself  for  examination,  and 
be  declared  fit  for  promotion. 

2.  Admirals,  commodores,  captains,  master  commandants,  lieutenants  commanding,  first  lieutenants, 
surgeons,  sailingmasters,  boatswains,  gunners,  carpenters,  and  sailmakers,  engaged  in  active  service 
at  sea,  receive  double  rations.  Other  officers  on  sea  service,  an  addition  of  one-half  to  the  amount  of  rations 
to  which  they  are  respectively  entitled. 

3.  Captains  and  officers  of  higher  grade,  traveling  under  orders  on  public  duty,  to  receive  twenty 
cents  per  mile;  other  commisioned" officers  fifteen  cents  per  mile;  warrant  officers  twelve  cents  per  mile. 

4.  Officers  attached  to  navy  yards  to  receive,  in  lieu  of  all  compensation,  except  for  pay,  rations  and 
quarters,  as  follows: 

Captains $1-50 

Masters  commandant 1.00 

Lieutenants  and  surgeons 15 

Other  commissioned  officers 62^ 

Warrant  officers 50 

5.  Commanding  officers  of  stations,  the  same  pay  and  emolument  as  those  of  similar  rank  attached 
to  navy  yards. 

6.  Pay  of  officers  on  furlough,  who  shall  fail  to  report  at  the  expiration  of  the  furlough,  shall  cease. 

I.  Officers  performing  the  duties  of  any  grade  higher  than  their  own,  to  receive  the  pay  and  emolu- 
ments of  the  rank  next  above  them. 

8.  Furlough  pay  to  be  one-half  the  amount  of  full  pay,  including  rations. 

9.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  authorized  to  place  officers  on  furlough  pay,  when  their  services  are 
not  required. 

10.  Whenever  petty  officers,  seamen,  or  ordinary  seamen  are  sent  from  a  ship  in  commission,  on  the 
requisition  of  a  commanding  officer  of  a  yard  or  station,  to  do  duty  in  such  yard  or  station,  other  than 
the  vessel  to  which  they  belong,  each  petty  officer  shall  be  entitled  to  and  shall  receive  eighteen  cents, 
and  each  seaman  and  ordinary  seaman  twelve  cents  for  each  and  every  day  in  which  he  may  be  so 
employed. 

II.  The  pay  of  deserters  to  be  forfeited,  and  carried  to  the  naval  hospital  fund;  also  fines  imposed 
on  all  persons  in  the  service. 

12.  The  pay  of  officers  at  recruiting  stations,  and  of  receiving  ships,  to  be  the  same  as  officers  of 
their  grade  at  navy  yards,  but  no  premiums  for  enlistment  to  be  allowed. 

13.  Officers  on  special  duty  to  have  pay  fixed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  not  to  exceed  the 
highest  rate  of  pay  and  emoluments  of  officers  of  the  same  grade  when  at  sea. 

14.  The  pay  of  storekeepers  to  be  fixed  by  the  President,  having  regard  to  their  responsibilities  and 
labors. 

Acta  at  variance  with  this  act  to  be  repealed. 


SURGEONS    IN    THE    NAVY.  131 


20th  Coxgress.]  No.    347.  [1st  Sessio.v. 

QUALIFIC    TION  AND  ADMISSION  OF  CANDIDATES  FOR  APPOINTMENT  OF  SURGEONS  AND 
ASSISTANT  SURGEONS  IN  THE  NAVY,  AND  INADEQUACY  OF  THEIR  COMPENSATION. 

COM.MCXICATED    TO    THE    SEXATE    JANUARY    25,    1828. 

U.  S.  Ship  Delaware,  off  Annapolis,  January  12,  1828. 
Sir:  T  am  deputed  by  a  meeting  of  the  surgeons  and  assistant  surgeons  of  the  navy,  recently  held 
in  Philadelphia,  to  present  you  the  accompanying  memorial,  which  I  respectfully  request  may  be  submitted 
for  the  consideration  of  the  honorable  body  in  which  you  preside. 

I  am  instructed  to  solicit  your  attention  to  a  subject,  which  we  hope  its  importance  demands;  and 
while,  with  deep  concern  for  its  success,  we  appeal  to  the  good  sense  and  sound  judgment  of  the  national 
legislature,  we  confidently  rely  on  its  justice  for  that  relief  which  we  humbly  conceive  is  founded  on  the 
most  correct  views  of  the  service,  and  in  the  best  policy  of  the  country. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  KEARNEY,  Surgeon  U.  S.  Navy. 
To  his  excellency  John  C.  Calhoun,  Vice-President  of  the  United  States  and  President  of  tlie  Senate. 


MEMOKIAL. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  undersigned,  surgeons  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  most  respectfully,  but  earnestly,  solicit 
the  attention  of  your  honorable  bodies  to  a  frank  exposition  of  the  peculiar  hardships  under  which,  in 
common  with  all  of  similar  grade  in  the  service,  they  are  placed  by  the  existing  laws  and  regulations 
respecting  the  navy. 

AVe  shall  not  be  accused  of  attaching  undue  importance  to  the  medical  profession,  when  we  assert 
that,  in  its  capacity  for  good  or  evil,  and  in  the  fearfulness  of  its  responsibility,  it  is  not  surpassed  by 
any  other  human  agency.  Under  the  administration  of  divine  providence,  the  health  and  strength  of 
human  beings,  even  the  issues  of  life  and  death,  are  in  the  hands  of  such  as  are,  or  profess  to  be,  skilled 
in  the  medical  science.  In  proportion  to  the  dignity  and  responsibility  of  the  profession  is,  or  ought  to 
be,  in  all  cases,  the  degree  of  preparation  with  which  its  members  enter  upon  the  discharge  of  their 
duties.  An  uneducated  phj^sician  is  an  evil  and  a  nuisance,  second  only  to  a  pestilence  in  destructive- 
ness;  and  in  most  civilized  countries  a  due  regard  to  the  welfare  of  the  people  has  established  periods  of 
probation  and  discipline  for  the  medical  practioner,  the  necessity  of  which  all  history  has  confirmed. 
Years  of  preparatory  education  are  necessary'  before  the  candidate  for  medical  knowledge  is  fit  to  commence 
the  peculiar  studies^of  his  profession.  Years  of  expensive  instruction  and  laborious  diligence  are  required 
before  he  can  be  prepared  to  enter  upon  its  practice;  and  even  then  years  of  unremitting  study  and 
clinical  experience  are  commonly  piassed  before  the  educated  and  admitted  physician  is  generally 
intrusted  with  the  lives  and  limbs  of  his  fellow-citizens.  Such  are  the  restraints  most  rightfully,  we 
think,  imposed  by  law  and  custom,  upon  the  initial  operations  of  medical  men,  in  the  civil  pursuits  of 
their  profession.  Nor  is  there  anything,  we  conceive,  in  llif  rhinaiicr  or  situation,  physical  or  moral, 
of  the  persons  who  compose  the  naval  force  of  the  United  Siat(  s.  \n  r>>iider  expedient  a  different  system 
of  medical  education,  or  in  any  other  respect  to  make  it  prnpor  that  tlie  standard  of  medical  character 
should  be  lowered,  as  regards  them.  The  lives  and  comforts  of  our  naval  officers,  and  of  those  intrepid 
seamen  who  have  carried  our  banner  in  triumph  over  the  most  distant  seas,  are,  we  respectfully  submit, 
as  important  to  them,  and  perhaps  as  valuable  to  their  country,  as  those  of  any  other  class  of  our  fellow- 
citizens.  They  are  subject  to  like  diseases  with  the  rest  of  mankind,  and  to  casualities  and  wounds  from 
which  persons  of  other  pursuits  are  mostly  exempt.  They  are  necessarily  carried,  by  duty,  into  remote 
and  unhealthy  climates,  and  become  liable  to  disorders  arising  from  exposure  to  storms  and  inclement 
atmospheres.  Added,  theref(n-e,  to  the  general  training  and  knowledge  of  his  professional  brethren  in 
civil  life,  the  naval  surgeon  must  have'stmlicil  tli.'  runstitnlion  and  character  of  seamen,  and  must  be 
prepared  for  the  various  accidents,  and  dit](  rent  malailic-s  n^  fuieign  origin,  to  which  they  are  constantly 
exposed.  With  all  this,  the  naval  surgeon  must  so  furnish  and  provide  himself  as  to  maintain  a  suitable 
standing  with  his  brother  officers,  and  due  estimation  witli  seamen;  and  on  foreign  voyages,  and  in 
expensive  countries,  sustain,  in  his  intercourse  with  foreigners,  the  character  of  his  profession  and  the 
dignity  of  our  republic. 

To  compensate  him  for  an  education  so  elaborate,  for  preparations  and  materials  so  expensive,  for 
services  so  severe  and  laborious,  for  the  exposure  of  his  own  health  and  life,  under  every  variety  of 
danger  and  suffering,  it  might  be  supposed  by  our  fellow-citizens,  to  whom  the  laws  respecting  the  navy 
are  not  familiar,  that  a  competent  annual  allowance  of  pay  and  rations  was  made  by  the  government  for 
the  present  support  of  a  naval  surgeon  and  his  family,  and  to  ]irovide  a  pittance  for  that  season  of  life 
when  the  infirmities  of  age,  or  perhaps  a  constitiiti.ai  incinatiiiely  broken  down  in  the  public  service, 
forbid  his  continuance  in  Ins  country's  employment.  A\C  aiiproach  your  honorable  bodies  in  the  belief 
that  this  impression  has  prevailed,  even  in  the  minds  of  Congress,  and  with  the  conviction  that  it  is  only 
necessai-y  to  exhibit  a  brief  view  of  the  operation  of  the  existing  laws,  to  convince  the  legislature  and 
our  fellow-citizens  of  the  striking  disproportion  that  exists  between  our  services  and  our  compensation, 
and  to  satisfy  them  that  no  class  of  men  under  the  Government  of  the  United  States  is  so  inadequately 
remunerated. 

The  pay  allowed  to  surgeons  in  the  navy  was  established  by  an  act  of  Congress  passed  in  the  year 
1799,  at  a  period  when  the  navy  was  in  its  cradle,  and  legislation  respecting  it  was  little  more  than 
experiment,  through  want  of  the  necessary  knowledge  and  experience.    The  law  simply  enacts  that  the  pay 
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and  subsistence  (if  a  ^iir>i<'<ii)  in  the  navy  shall  be_/?/i((/ dollars  per  month,  and  two  rations  a  day;  and  that  a  sur- 
qeorC s  mate  &\\M  ncrivc  //(//■///  donarspermonth,aiid  the  same  daily  amount  of  rations:  a  provision  which,  we 
think  must  at  tlic  iiihi  ;;l;nirc  strike  your  honorable  bodies  as  deficient,  both  in  respect  to  the  amount  of  pay, 
and  in  the  absence  uf  suitable  regulations  for  the  apportionment  of  pay  to  length  of  services,  and  for  the 
due  examination  of  surgical  candidates.  In  the  first  place,  we  respectfully  submit  that  the  amount  of 
pay  provided  by  this  act  is  utterly  insufficient  for  the  necessary  wants  of  a  naval  surgeon.  Whatever 
may  be  thought  of  an  allowance  of  360  dollars  per  annum,  and  rations,  for  a  surgeon's  mate — who  being, 
in  most  cases,  unincumbered  with  a  family,  may,  perhaps,  by  denying  himself  all  but  mere  necessaries, 
be  able  to  subsist  upon  that  sum — yet,  certainly,  for  the  surgeon  of  maturer  years,  upon  whom  beings 
unable  to  maintain  themselves  are  often  dependent,  the  money  allowance  of  six  hundred  dollars  a  year 
must  be  acknowledged  to  be  entirely  inadequate.  Were  there  no  force  in  the  suggestions  we  have  offered 
respecting  the  length  of  necessary  apprenticeship  to  the  medical  art ;  if  the  education  of  a  physician  were 
not  expensive,  nor  the  materials  of  his  business  costly;  yet  in  reference  to  the  unavoidable  personal 
expenses  of  the  officer,  and  those  of  his  children  or  others  dependent  upon  him,  living  in  the  most 
economical  manner,  in  the  chepest  parts  of  our  sea  coast,  we  are  confident  that  we  need  not  appeal  to 
the  sympathies,  but  to  the  sense  of  justice  of  your  honorable  bodies,  fV)r  evidence  of  the  necessity  of  a 
more  sufficient  remuneration.  We  are  far  from  intending  to  complain  of  the  Congress  of  1199,  by  which 
this  act  was  passed.  They  doubtless  supposed  that  future  legislators  would  make  such  amendments  to 
their  provisions  as  experience  should  prove  to  be  requisite;  but  while,  in  some  respects,  other  branches 
of  the  service  have  been  advanced  with  the  increasing  dignity  and  prosperity  of  the  republic,  the  office 
of  naval  surgeon  remains,  in  all  respects,  as  it  was  instituted  thirty  years  ago. 

In  the  next  place,  we  respcctlnllv  submit  that  the  existing  law  is  defective  in  not  providing  some  increase 
of  pay,  graduated  according  to  \\\v  Icn-ib  nf  service,  and,  consequently,  the  increased  experience  of  the 
surgical  officer.  For  him  the  usual  incentives  to  an  honorable  and  useful  ambition  are  totally  wanting.  No 
prospect  of  higher  grade  or  increased  compensation  animates  him  to  more  distinguished  exertions.  No 
inducement  is  held  out  to  him  to  prolong  the  employment  in  the  public  service  of  his  hard  earned  know- 
ledge and  experience.  Before  him  lies  only  a  life  of  perpetual  struggle  with  an  inadequate  income,  of 
abstinence  from  the  necessary  and  honorable  relations  of  society,  or  the  spectacle  of  a  family  without 
sufficient  means  of  support,  and  in  more  remote  prospective,  perhaps,  of  a  helpless  and  dependent  group 
of  orphans.  In  every  other  branch  of  the  service  he  perceives  a  regular  gradation  of  rank  and  pay, 
tempting  the  honest  ambition  and  rewarding  the  faithful  services  of  the  officer.  The  midshipman  looks 
forward,  with  eagerness,  to  the  period  when  he  shall  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant;  the  lieutenant, 
to  that  of  master  commandant  ;  the  master  commandant,  to  that  of  captain;  and  the  latter  has,  in  most 
navies,  many  higher  steps  before  him.  Each  is  animated  and  invigorated  by  the  prospect;  and  each, 
knowing  that  his  success,  in  reaching  the  next  elevation,  depends  upon  his  fidelity  and  exertions,  finds  in 
these  circumstances  sufficient  stimulus  ami  ineitt  iiient,  of  which  the  naval  surgeon  is  deprived.  This  dis- 
proportion will  perhaps  more  strikingly  aiipcai-,  when  it  is  considered  that  in  no  other  rank  in  the  navy 
is  that  expensive  professional  education,  td  \vliieh  we  have  adverted,  required  as  a  preliminary  qualifica- 
tion for  admission. 

We  respectfully  represent,  in  the  third  place,  that  the  existing  act  is  defective,  inasmuch  as  it  makes 
no  provision  for  the  due  examination  of  candidates  for  the  post  of  surgeon's  mate,  and  subsequently  for  the 
office  of  surgeon.  We  believe  that  such  examination,  by  a  competent  board,  is  required  by  the  regulations 
of  all  other  governments  possessing  a  naval  force;  and  we  conceive  that  the  advantages  of  the  provision 
are  so  obvious  as  to  render  it  unnecessary  for  us  to  trespass  on  the  time  of  Congress  by  enumerating 
them. 

If  the  situation  of  the  surgical  officers  of  our  navy  be  compared  with  that  of  other  nations,  we 
respectfully  submit  to  your  honorable  bodies  that  tha  contrast  will  be  found  to  be  humiliating  to  the  feel- 
ings of  the  former,  and  derogatory  to  the  national  character.  In  the  navy  of  Great  Britain,  with  which 
we  come  most  frequently  in  competition,  two  classes  of  medical  officers  exist,  viz:  i^hysicians  and  sur- 
geons; and  in  each  of  them  a  graduated  scale  is  established,  by  which  compensation  is  proportioned  to 
"services.  The  British  surgeon  who  has  served  less  than  six  years,  receives  $2.22  per  diem,  or  upwards  of 
$800  per  annum:  when  he  has  served  more  than  six  years,  he  receives  $2.44  per  diem,  or  nearly  $900 
per  annum.  After  ten  years'  service,  he  receives  $3.11  per  diem,  or  $1,135  per  annum;  and  after  hventy 
years'  service,  $4.33  per  diem,  or  upwards  of  $1,580  per  annum.  The  British  physician  of  less  than  three 
years'  service  receives  $1,700  per  annum;  of  more  than  three  and  less  than  ten  years'  service,  upwards  of 
$2,500  per  annum;  and  when  longer  than  ten  j'ears  in  the  service,  he  receives  more  than  $3,566  per  annum, 
or  nearly  six  times  as  much  as  the  oldest  medical  officer  in  our  service  can  possibly  receive,  under  the 
existing  laws.  In  each  class,  too,  half  pay  is  liberally  allowed  by  the  British  government,  when  the  offi- 
cer retires  from  active  service,  after  having  served  a  certain  period,  or  after  having  contracted  ill  health 
in  the  service.  In  the  French  navy,  the  pay  and  allowances  of  the  medical  officers  are  upon  a  scale  of 
equal  liberality  with  those  of  the  British,  and  commensurate  with  the  known  learning  and  ability  of  the 
profession  in  that  country.  Our  neighbor  republic  of  Mexico  allows  its  full  surgeons  $135  per  month,  or 
$1,620  a  year;  mo7-e  than  thrice  as  much  as  are  allowed  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States  to  the  same  rank. 
The  assistant  surgeons  are  paid,  we  understand,  in  full  proportion.  It  is  unnecessary  for  us,  we  trust, 
to  remark  upon  the  inducements  that  are  thus  held  out  to  the  medical  officers  of  the  United  States  navy 
to  exchange  her  service  for  that  of  our  sister  republic,  where  they  carry  their  valuable  experience,  and 
receive  a  more  sufficient  support  for  themselves  and  their  families. 

We  are  not  desirous  that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  should  adopt  the  regulations  of  the 
foi'eign  governments  we  have  mentioned,  in  their  full  extent;  but  we  beg  leave  respectfully  to  state  that, 
particularly  in  the  case  of  the  British  government,  the  enlarged  allowance,  above  stated,  was  the  result 
of  the  lessons  of  experience,  inculcated  by  years  of  mismanagement  and  suffering.  About  a  century  ago, 
the  medical  officers  of  the  British  navy  were  paid  in  somewhat  of  the  same  proportion  with  the  surgeons 
of  our  navy,  under  the  present  laws.  The  consequence  was,  that  the  appointment  of  surgeon  was 
accepted  only  by  very  young  men,  as  a  school  of  experiment;  and  was  abandoned  whenever  an  opportu- 
nity occurred  of  entering  into  private  practice.  It  thus  happened  that  officers  and  seamen  were  alike 
made  the  subjects,  and  often  the  victims,  of  ignorance  and  presumption;  and  many  valuable  lives  were 
lost  to  the  country,  which  are  now  preserved  by  more  skillful  treatment.  The  present  European  system, 
therefoi-e,  was  the  offspring  of  necessity  and  experience,  which  have  forlunately  secured  for  the  medical 
department  of  their  navies  the  services  of  some  of  the  most  distinguished  surgeons  and  physicians,  from 
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whose  labors   not  only  the  subjects  of  their  professional  jurisdiction,  but  the  whole  community,  have 
derived  the  most  salutary  lessons. 

The  same  causes,  we  most  respectfully  suggest,  will  produce  similar  results  upon  the  medical  service 
in  this  country.  Tiie  constitution  of  human  nature  is  the  same  on  each  side  of  the  Atlantic;  and  if  there 
be  any  diliereiice  in  the  situation  of  the  American  and  European  medical  ofBcer,  it  will  be  found  that  the 
inducements  to  remain  in  the  service  have  been  greater  in  the  latter  case;  because  the  overstocked  pro- 
fessions of  Europe  afford  little  opportunity  for  success  in  civil  life.  Unless  some  change  be  effected  by 
the  wisdom  of  Congress  in  the  present  law,  so  as  to  confer  a  ninrc  ailc(|uatc  allnwa 
geons,  increasing  in  however  small  a  ratio  with  increasing  years  ami  s(  r\  ii  rs,  wr  li  ai 
the  United  States  is  destined  to  undergo  the  same  lamentable  servitmlc  i"  iuiiniaiKi'  am 
history  proves  to  have  been  endured  by  other  and  older  countries.  'I'lic  Aiiicrican  iia\ 
after  years  of  faithful  service,  finds  a  family  growing-  up  anniml  him,  miist  ciiliiT  ali; 
station,  or  attempt  to  connect  it  with  private  prarlirc,  wliidi,  in  im.st  casis,  is  imt 
neglect  of  naval  duty.  lie  must,  then,  however  relnctantly,  dicidi^  in  wii  lidra \v  lium 
resort  to  the  im>iv  In'crativc  ami  iiivitiii,^-  iinispccts  (,1'rivil  piacticr.  Srn-li,  in  all  liiiman 
be  the  inevitable  1)111  luid.'sii-abl,.  dcsiiny  ..f  the  scni.n-  mcdi.-al  nfliivis  df  the  na\  \  ;  ai 
and  experience  be  iieriudieally  lost  (n  tlie  navy,  and  a  iieiiiidual  stream  el'  youth  and  i 
flowing  in  upon  llie  siati.m,  bi  whose  ^-uardiai'i  care  will  be  ruuimitlcd  the  lieavy  ami  re; 
the  lives  and  limbs  ..C  the  -allant   delenders  .if  tlieir  emintry. 

We  are  awaic  thai  it  may  be  nr,n-iMl,  as  a  reply  to  our  suggestion,  that  many  experienced  and  skillful 
men  are  now  enrolled  among  the  navy  surgeons;  and  it  may  be  asked  why  they  should  continue  in  the 
service,  if  the  emoluments  of  their  office  are  inadequate  for  their  proper  support.  To  this  we  respect- 
fully answer,  that  it  is  true  many  surgeons  are  yet  to  be  found  in  the  service  after  years  of  labor  and 
devotion,  some  of  whom  have  passed  through  the  battles  and  sufferings  of  the  last  war,  and  begin  now 
to  feel  the  admonitions  of  increasing  years,  .md  Hie  bunleii  of  increasing  expenses,  without  that  corres- 
pondent augmentation  of  means  and  prospects  whieh,  in  other  services  and  professions,  is  sure  to  accom- 
pany an  honest  and  capable  discharg<>  ot  ibity.  'I'liey  hare  clung  to  their  country's  service,  however, 
and  may  continue^  to  adhere  to  it  under  all  discouragements;  not  wisely,  perhaps,  but  ardently;  not  from 
reason,  it  maybe,  but  tVom  a  feeling  which  it  is  trusted  will  find  rather  approbation  than  censure — a 
feeling  of  attaclimeni  to  their  profession,  and  of  reverential  devotion  to  that  stai-span-lcd  banner  with 
whose  glories  they  feel  themselves,  however  remotely,  connected;  ami  to  be  divorceil  from  which,  would 
be  to  break  up  sympathies  and  attachments,  next  only  in  intenseness  to  those  which  unite  us  to  our 
domestic  relations.  That  some  of  us,  therefore,  have  submitted  to  privations  and  restraints,  incompatible 
with  the  universal  desire  of  competent  support,  ought  not,  we  conceive,  to  be  urged  as  invalidating  the 
force  of  our  representations,  founded  as  they  are  upon  reasonings  ami  [irinciples,  the  general  strength  of 
which,  we  believe,  cannot  be  shaken.  If  men  of  capacity  and  education  should  stili  eoniinue  to  attach 
themselves  to  the  profession,  under  existing  disadvantages,  they  will,  we  tear,  be  rare  and  insulated 
exceptions,  upon  whose  slight  and  uncertain  foundation,  we  most  respectfully  submit,  no  wise  and  patri- 
otic legislature  ought  to  build  up  a  system  intended  for  permanent  usefulness.  It  is  true  that  vacancies 
may  not  remain  long  unsupplied,  and  that  persons  may  always  be  found  ready  to  fill  the  office  of  navy 
surgeon,  as  of  any  other  appointment.  But  we  again  urge  that,  without  skill  and  experience,  especially 
of  that  peculiar  experience  which  can  be  derived  only  from  long  practical  observation  of  seamen,  no  one 
ought  to  be  intrusted  with  the  medical  charge  of  a  vessel.  No  saving  to  the  public  treasury,  such  as 
the  existing  regulations  effect,  can  compensate,  we  conceive,  for  the  sacrifice  of  the  lives  of  our  officers 
and  seamen,  and  perhaps  the  consequent  loss  of  our  vessels,  wliich  would  result  from  medical  ignorance. 
An  enlarged  economy,  which  looks  to  the  rnlun'  as  wi  11  as  lo  the  present,  and  embraces  consequences 
and  results  in  its  grasp,  will  always  provide  such  compeient  mainreiiame  tor  the  office  of  naval  surgeon 
as  will  attract  to,  and  continue  in  it,  the  hi-iiest   order  of  talent  and  ability. 

The  subscribers,  therefore,  with  u)itei;.;iieil  iletcrence  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress,  but  with  an  anxiety 
created  by  the  conviction  that  they  are  petitioning,  not  for  themselves  alone,  but  for  the  interests  of  the 
whole  navy  of  the  republic,  do  respeetlully  request  that  your  honorable  bodies  will  make  such  alterations 
in  the  present  acts,  in  relation  to  the  medical  department  of  the  navy,  as  will  provide  for  a  due  and  suffi- 
cient examination  of  all  candidates  for  a  medical  or  surgical  station,  and  for  such  graduated  augmenta- 
tion of  pay  as  may  furnish  a  decent  subsistence  for  those  surgeons  who  have  passed  the  prime  of  their 
lives  in  the  service  of  their  country. 

JNO.  A.  KEARNEY,  Surgeon, 
THOS.  HARRIS,  Surgeon, 
WILLIAM  P.  C.  BARTON,  Surgeon, 
HENRY   WILLIS    BASSETT,  Surgeon, 
On  behalf  of  the  Surgeons. 

CHAS.  WAYNE,  Surgeon's  3Iate, 
MIFFLIN  COULTER,  Surgeon's  ilaie, 
G.  W.  PALMER,  Surgeon's  Mate, 
JAMES  M.  GREENE,  Surgeon's  3fale, 
HENRY  C.  PRATT,  Surgeon's  Mate, 

On  beJiaf  of  the  Surgeons'  Mates. 
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COST  OF  FITTING  A  FRIGATE  FOR  SEA,  AND  ANNUAL  EXPENSE  OF  SUCH  VESSEL. 

COMMUXIC.\TED    TO    THE    SENATE    JANTARY    22,    1828. 

Navy  Departjiext,  January  22,  1828. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  10th  inst.,  requesting  information  of  the  present  state  of  the  United  States 
frigate  Hudson,  the  cost  of  fitting  her  for  sea,  and  the  annual  expense  of  keeping  her  in  service,  was 
inadvertently  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  by  him  referred  to  this  Department. 

In  reply  thereto,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy, 
with  the  required  estimates,  and  to  observe  that  there  will  be  no  difSculty  in  employing  this  vessel  for 
convoy,  if  Congress  make  an  appropriation  sufficient  to  fit  her  for  sea  and  to  keep  her  in  commission  for 
the  year. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c.,  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Hon.  SA^[^EL  Smith,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Finance,  Senate. 


Navy  Commissioxers'  Office,  January  21,  1858. 
Sir:  The  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  in  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  19th  inst.,  beg  leave  to  state  that 
the  annual  expense  of  such  a  vessel  as  the  Hudson  would  be  $12.5,199.50,  exclusive  of  marines. 

The  expense  of  preparing  that  vessel  for  service  will  be  found  in  the  subjoined  estimate.  A,  to  be 
$51,710.71.     The  letter  referred  to  in  yours  is  herewith  returned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  JOHN  ROGERS. 

Hon.  Sam'l  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Edimate  of  the  cost  of  labor  and  materials,  and  the  time  required,  to  fit  the  U.  S.  ship  Liberator,  (or  the  Hud- 
son,) for  a  three  years'  cruise,  and  for  her  equipment  and  outfits. 

For  labor  and  materials: 

Of  carpenters $3,000  00 

Of  caulkers 1 ,  100  00 

Of  blacksmiths 800  00 

Of  joiners 1,915  00 

Of  mast  makers 1 ,  000  00 

Of  painters 900  00 

Of  blockmakers 

Of  boat  builders 

Of  plumbers  

Of  brass  work  and  magazine  copper 

Of  gun  carriages 

Of  repairing  the  air  ports 

Of  fitting  to  heave  out — carpenters,  caulkers,  blacksmiths,  and  pump  makers 

Of  recaulking  bottom , 

Of  taking  oft'  and  recoppering , 

Of  sheet  copper 

Of  composition  nails 


Time  requii'ed 45  days. 

master's  department. 
For  supplying  of  deficiencies  in  cables,  anchors,  hawsers,  &c.,  having  no  relation  to  ballast, 

tanks  or  water  casks,  or  other  articles  in  cooper's  department $15,234  00 

bo.^tswain's  department. 

120  fathoms  1^  inch  rope,  1  qr.  15  lbs.,  at  $10  per  cwt 

498  fathoms  2  inch  rope,  4  cwt.,  at  $10  per  cwt • 

937  fathoms  2|  inch  rope,  12  cwt.,  at  $10  per  cwt 

447  fathoms  2^  inch  rope,  7  cwt.  4  lbs.,  at  $10  per  cwt 

710  fathoms  3  inch  rope,  13  cwt.  17  lbs.,  at  $10  per  cwt 

208  fathoms  3^  inch  rope,  4  cwt.  2  qrs.  5  lbs.,  at  $10  per  cwt 

799  fathoms  ^  inch  rope,  20  c^yt.  26  lbs.,  at  $10  per  cwt 

719  fathoms  3|  inch  rope,  20  cwt.  3  qrs.  10  lbs.,  at  $10  per  cwt 

606  fathoms  4  inch  rope,  20  cwt.  10  lbs.,  at  $10  per  cwt 
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00 

100 

00 

250 

00 

700 

00 

160 

00 

425 

00 

1,515 

00 

1,250 

00 

470 

00 

442 

00 

$15,027 

00 

$3  84 

40 

00 

120 

00 

70 

36 

131 

52 

45 

45 

202 

32 

208 

40 

200 

89 

1828.]                            COST    OP    FITTING    AFRIGATE    FOR    SEA.  135 

420  fatlioins  4i  inrli  ropo,  15  cwt.  1  qr.  13  lbs.,  at  $10  por  cwt <:;153  CC 

104  fathoms  O-inch  n,pe,  5  cwt.  1  qr.  9  lbs.,  at  $10  jxt  cwt '.'.'.'.'.'.,'.  "*    53   91 

18  fathoms  5h  inch  rope,  4  cwt.  3  qrs.  9  lbs.,  at  $10  per  cwt 48  40 

204  fathoms  6  inch  rope,  19  cwt.  2  qrs.  ^  lbs.,  at  $10  per  cwt '.'.'.'.'.'.]]].'.  195   62 

40  fathoms  6^  inch  rope,  3  cwt.  1  qr.  26  lbs.,  at  $10  per  cwt '  ' "  34  91 

240  fathoms  li  inch  ratline,  1  cwt.  12  lbs.,  at  $10  per  cwt ..'.'".'"'  n   07 

200  fathoms  fi  inch  ratline,  2  qrs.  16  lbs.,  at  $10  per  cwt 6  43 

2  inch  soft  worming,  2  cwt '-> 0  00 

Sewing  twine,  4  lbs.,  at  39  cents  per  lb ' ' '_  ",    -,• 

Whipping  twine,  4  lbs.,  at  29  cents  per  lb '  '  "  -,    ,  ,^ 

Tar,  3  bbls.,  14s '.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.[  5  9.5 

Tallow,  100  lbs.,  at  8  cents  per  lb '.'.'..*.  's  00 

8  sides  light  rigging  leather,  88  lbs.,  at  21  cents  per  lb '  j;^    ,0 

Houseline,  1  cwt.,  at  19  cents  per  lb ]  9 ^   p^ 

200  yards  canvas,  at  12i  cents  per  yard ]  9-   ",,, 

3-3'arn  spun  yarn,  3  cwt.  3  qrs.,  at  $10  per  cwt ~jq  qq 

2-yarn  spun  yarn,  2  cwt.,  at  $10  per  cwt ['^q  „., 

15,000  sizing  stuff,  1  cwt,  at  16  cents  per  lb ]  2^  q., 

12,000  sizing  stuff,  1  cwt.,  at  16  cents  per  lb '  '  j-  ,,;^ 

9.000  sizing  stuff,  1  cwt.,  at  16  cents  per  lb .'.".".'.'.'.".'.'.*  1790 

Marline,  1  cwt.,  at  19  cents  per  pound 9j   q^ 

Houseline,  1  cwt.,  at  19  cents  per  pound *  ^i   o^ 


$1,(64   72 


50 


GUNNERS    DEP.\RT1IENT. 

290  fathoms  8  inch  rope,  for  breechings,  38  cwt.  3  qrs.  33  lbs.,  at  $10  per  cwt (j;390  ^4. 

60  fathoms  5|  inch  rope,  for  preventer  breechings,  6  cwt.  3  qrs.  7  lbs.,  at  $10  per  cwt. ....'.  **'  67  41 

100  fathoms  3  inch  rope,  for  muzzle  lashings,  1  cwt.  3  qrs.  11  lbs.,  at  $10  per  cwt '  18  48 

102  gun  tackles,  long  32-pounders,  at  $6.24  each 636  48 

90  g-un  tackles,  carronades,  42  pounders,  at  $3.25  each [  2%   50 

12  large  breeching  hooks,  at  $1  each * "  ']  ->  no 

30  train  bars,  at  $1.50  each ..........'.  45  qo 

64  tube  boxes,  at  $1  each ' '  64  00 

64  powder  horns,  at  $1  each ' '  *  64  00 

64  bitts,  at  30  cents  each .[[...[..  1990 

64  priming  wires,  at  20  cents  each [ , .,  " 

32  salt  boxes,  at  $1,121  each .......[.....[  36  oo 

64  gun  aprons,  at  75  cents  each 48  oo 

64  match  stocks,  at  50  cents  each ",.*]'*  "9  oo 

80  battle  lanterns,  at  $2.62|  each !'.".'!!.".*!].".'!!!!!  210  00 

80  lantern  bags,  at  50  cents  each ' ' '  _'  - „   „„ 

14  loggerheads,  at  $1.25  each 17   50 

64  gun  locks,  at  $5  each ' '  '^  390  00 

1  set  shot  gauges ' ' '  *  "     cq 

900  stand  32-pound  grape  shot,  at  5  cents ,  1   440  40 

500  stand  42-pound  grape  shot,  at  5  cents 1  'o50  00 

350  stand  32-pound  cannister,  at  5  cents * '  '  r'^n  ^.^ 

250  stand  42-pound  cannister,  at  5  cents "  7 "5  00 

Priming  powder,  22  cwt.  1  qr.  8  lbs.,  at  18  cents  per  lb 450  00 

Cannon  powder,  142  cwt.  3  qrs.  12  lbs.,  at  18  cents  per  lb '  _'  9  ggQ  qq 

2,500  tubes,  at  2  cents  each ' '  "'    50  00 

64  spikes  and  mallets,  at  $1 ' ' '  64  00 

34  handspikes,  at  $1  each ,'.  . .  34  00 

1,280  32-pound  cylinders,  at  10  cents  each "  "_  j.-)^  qq 

1,000  42-pound  cylinders,  at  10  cents  each "  200  00 

1 6  worms,  at  $2.50  each "  '  "  '^4  00 

1 6  ladles,  at  $4  each .".'...".'."."  64  00 

8  worms  and  ladles,  caiTonades,  at  $6 '  4g  qq 

5  arm  chests,  at  $8  each ' ' '  40  00 

8  division  bags,  at  $1.50  each jo  qq 

64  muzzle  caps,  at  50  cents  each 32  00 

8  gun  scrapers,  at  $1  each g  qq 

34  rammers,  long  guns,  at  $1.75  each 59  5Q 

34  sponges,  at  $2  each 68  00 

30  sponges  and  rammers,  at  $3.75 2  22  50 

30  elevating  caps,  screws,  and  boxes,  at  $12 3f,Q  qq 

8  blunderbusses,  at  $7  each 56  00 

120  muskets  and  bayonets,  at  $5.50  each g(]Q  qq 

120  cartouch  boxes,  at  $1.35  each 250  00 

120  pistols,  at  $3  each 3,3q  qq 

60  cartouch  boxes,  at  $1  each ]  qq  qq 

60  boarding  axes, .at  50  cents  each 3q  qq 

200  boarding  caps,  at  50  cents  each Iqq  qq 

200  boarding  pikes,  at  30  cents  each 60  qq 

1  flash  pistol 3  00 

200  cutlasses,  at  $1  each 200  00 
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3  conductors 

3  wad  formers,  at  50  cents  each 

9,000  sizing  stuff,  80  lbs.,  at  16  cents  per  lb 

Hambroline,  60  lbs.,  at  19  cents  per  lb 

Houseline,  50  lbs.,  at  19  cents  per  lb 

Marline,  50  lbs.,  at  19  cents  per  lb 

Whipping  twine,  6  lbs.,  at  29  cents  per  lb 

Sewing  twine,  6  lbs.,  at  39  cents  per  lb 

12  sides  bellows  leather,  1  cwt.  8  lbs.,  at  21  cents  per  lb. 

2  bolts  No.  7  canvas,  at  $15  each 

40  yards  old  canvas,  at  12|  cents  per  yard 

8  pouch  barrels,  at  $4  each 

2-yarn  spun  yarn,  1  cwt.  2  qrs.,  at  SIO  per  cwt 


sailmaker's  departjiext. 


$1 

50 

12 

80 

11 

40 

9 

50 

9 

50 

1 

74 

2 

34 

25 

20 

30 

00 

5 

00 

1  main  topsail,  1  mizen  staysail,  1  jib,  1  fore  topgallant  sail,  1  main  royal,  1  main  topgallant  sail,  1  mizen 
topgallant  sail,  1  fore  royal,  1  mizen  royal,  1  main  leech  awning,  sails  for  boats,  six  wind  sails,  1  set 
hammock  cloths,  1  set  tarpaulings,  1  set  steering  sail  covers,  550  hammocks,  550  clothes  bags, 
30  cots. 

2,340  yards  cotton  duck.  No.  1,  at  41  cents  per  yard $954  40 

1,260  yards  cotton  duck.  No.  5,  at  34  cents  per  yard 428  00 

46  bolts  of  canvas.  No.  1,  at  $19  per  bolt 874  00 

34  bolts  of  canvas,  No.  3,  at  $17  per  bolt 629  00 

30  bolts  of  canvas.  No.  5,  at  $16  per  bolt 480  00 

20  bolts  of  canvas,  No.  8,  at  $14.50  per  bolt 290  00 

30  bolts  of  Russia  canvas,  at  $20  per  bolt 600  00 

250  lbs.  sewing  twine,  at  40  cents  per  lb 90  00 

200  lbs.  spun  yarn,  at  12  cents  per  lb 24  00 

1,600  lbs.  bolt  rope,  at  12  cents  per  lb 192  00 

40  lbs.  houseline,  at  20  cents  per  lb 8  00 

25  lbs.  marline,  at  20  cents  per  lb 5  00 

50  lbs.  beeswax,  at  40  cents  per  lb 20  00 

20  lbs.  tallow,  at  11  cents  per  lb 2  20 

60  thimbles,  at  16  cents  each 9  60 

510  days'  work,  at  $1.50 765  00 

$5,371  60 


159  water  and  spirit  casks  requiring  repairs,  containing  32,006  gallons  1 

lS?S£S;::;:::;:;:;:;::::::::::;::-;:::;;::::;:y.:;:;^^       »=«««» 

49  5-gallon  breakers J 

6  nou  buoys , 

2  harness  casks . 
2  grog  tubs  .... 
1  horse  bucket  . 
1  steep  tub  .... 
1  cook's  tub. . . . 
115  mess  cans. . 
147  mess  kids  . . 
45  deck  buckets 
64  match  tubs. . 

13,000  gallons  water  casks  to  be  replaced 1 ,  100  00 

6,000  gallons  spirit  casks  to  be  replaced 500  00 


For  repair 100  00 


$1,900  00 


RECAPITULATIOy. 

Carpenters,  caulkers,  blacksmiths,  &;c $15,027  00 

Master's  department 15, 234  00 

Boatswain's  department 1  ^  764  72 

Gunner's  department 12  473  39 

Sailmaker's  department 5  371  60 

Cooper's  department ; 1  ^  900  QO 


$51,770  71 


Respectfully  submitted. 

(Signed)  j_  CHAUNCEY. 

Nax-y  Yard,  New  York,  December  4,  1827. 
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20th  Congress.]  No.  349.  [1st  Session. 

ON  CLAIM  OF  THE  WIDOW  OF  A  SEAMAN,  LOST  ON  BOARD  THE  SHIP  INSURGENT,  FOR 
FURTHER  RELIEF. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  JANUARY  25,  1828. 


Mr.  Hoffman,  from  tlie  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  tlie  petition  of  Eleanor  Wells, 

reported: 

That  by  the  last  pay  roll  and  llie  slii]»i)in!4-  articles  of  tlie  frigate  Insurgent,  received  from  Captain 
P.  Fletcher,  her  commandant,  witli  liis  letter,  dated  Hampton  Roads,  7th  August,  1800,  it  appears 
that  Luke  VVells,  or,  as  he  wrotr  his  name,  Wills,  shipped  as  a  landsman,  at  $10  per  UKintli,  nn  the  l«th 
day  of  Jul}',  1800,  for  twelve  montlis,  t<i  rnninience  from  the  last  time  of  weighing  .•meliur  or  ilepaiiuro 
from  Cape  Henry.  This  vessel  left  the  waters  of  the  United  States,  under  instructiciiis  dated  at  the  Navy 
Department,  July  14,  1800,  to  cruise  cm  and  near  the  coast  of  the  United  States,  to  defend  our  commeice, 
and  'Specially  ag-ainst  the  aggressiniis  (if  the  "  (juadaiupe  privateers."  The  vessel  and  crew  were  lost. 
The  Congress  of  the  Uniteil  States,  April  L".t,  1802,  (Laws  of  the  U.  S.,  vol.  3,  p.  492,)  granted  to  the 
widows,  if  any,  and  if  not,  tli<ii  to  the  child  or  children  of  any  officer,  seaman  and  marine  in  tlie 
service  of  theUniteil  States,  and  took  on  board  that  vessel,  a  sum  equal  to  four  months'  pay  of  the  person 
lost.  It  appears  that  the  petitioner,  as  the  widow  of  Luke  Wells,  availed  herself  of  the  provisions  of 
this  act.  It  does  not  ap|ieai-  that  her  son  ever  was  in  the  service  of  the  United  States;  nor  that  her  hus- 
band, at  the  time  he  leit  the  United  States,  in  any  degree  contributed  to  her  support,  or  provided  for  it; 
nor  is  it  seen  how  the  proof  of  these  facts  could  vary  the  present  case.  The  petitioner  is  poor,  old  and 
infirm. 

Your  committee  have  examined  tlie  facts  in  this  case,  and  the  laws  in  force  at  the  time  of  the  loss  of  the 
Insurgent.  At  that  time  there  was  no  law  making  any  provision  in  any  event  for  the  widow  of  a  seaman 
or  marine.  In  1802,  Congress  tool;  the  snlijeet  into  consiijeiation,  and  made  provision  for  this  case — and 
for  the  first  time  extended  the  JMiuniy  of  the  eonntry  to  the  widow  of  the  seaman  and  marine. 

In  this  case  the  commitiee  dois  not  deem  it  expedient  to  make  any  further  provision  for  the  widow. 
Her  husband  was  not  killed  in  bat  tie,  or  by  the  enemies  of  the  country — but  was  lost  by  the  perils  of  the 
sea;  and  against  losses  IVom  these  perils,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  the  United  States  ought  not  to 
indemnify  the  widows  and  children  of  seamen  or  marines;  and,  therefore,  they  rectmimend  the  following 
resolution: 

Reaolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


20th  Congress.]  No.    350.  [1st  Session. 

ON  THE  CONSTRUCTION  OF  DRY  DOCKS  AT  BROOKLYN,  NEW  YORK,  AND  PORTSMOUTH, 
NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    JANUARY    25,     1828. 

Mr.  Hoffman,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  who  were  instructed  by  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  of  December  12,  1827,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  causing  the  construction  of 
dry  docks  to  be  commenced  at  the  Navy  yards  at  Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  Portsmouth,  New  Hamp- 
shire, reported: 

That  dry  docks  are,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  the  best,  safest,  most  economical,  as  well  as  a 
most  necessary  means  for  the  repair  of  the  public  armed  vessels.  On  this  part  of  the  subject,  the  com- 
mittee will  not  weaken,  by  any  effort  to  sustain,  the  able,  conclusive  and  satisfactory  arguments  of  the 
Navy  Commissioners,  in  their  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  of  February  17,  1826;  and  respectfully 
refer  the  House  to  that  report,  as  proving  conclusively  the  strong  necessity  for  and  great  advantages  of 
dry  docks  in  the  repair  of  our  public  ships,  as  well  as  the  great  usefulness  of  such  docks  as  an  appendage 
to  building  ways. 

In  the  report  made  by  Mr.  L.  Baldwin  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  December  28,  1826,  after  due 
examination  and  a  detailed  estimate,  the  expense  of  constructing  a  dry  dock  is  stated  to  be,  at — 

Charlestown $356, 364  00 

Gosport 398,800  00 

Brooklyn 380, 116  86 

Portsmouth 349,571   71 

These  estimates  are  believed  to  be  reasonable,  and  show  that  the  docks  at  the  two  last-named  yards 
would  cost  $25,975.47  less  than  at  the  two  first;  and  that  the  docks  at  the  last  would  cost  $49,228.29 
less  than  the  most  expensive,  and  $7,282.33  less  than  the  least  expensive  of  the  others.  In  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  December  1,  1827,  it  is  stated  that, 
under  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1827,  for  the  gradual  improvement  of  the  navy  of  the 
United  States,  the  sites  for  the  two  dry  docks  authorized  by  that  act  had  been  located  at  Charlestown  and 
Gosport.  This  location  was  made  in  accordance  with  the  intimation  contained  in  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  January  10,  1827.  The  legislative  and 
Executive  Government  of  the  United  States  having  thus  concurred  to  the  construction  of  the  dry  docks 

VOL.   Ill 18  L 
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at  the  two  sites  above  mentioned,  it  is  respectfully  submitted  that  there  cannot  be  found,  to  the  mere 
comparative  exp-n,.-  "f  th..  tw„  other.,  any  sevi.nis  „bjortion  to  their  constrnet.on.  ..  .      ,, 

The  committee  wunl.l  rc.s|uvtrully  ■v.n.rk,  that  ihr  Navy  Departn.r,,  has  been  timform  m  the 
expression  of  an  o,ani,.u  ,.f  th.  ....vsMty  an,l  a,ivanla;,vs  .,,  ,hy  ,ln,ks;  an.  the  i,.,^-,slat.on  above  referred 
to  proves  conclusively  that,  in  the  j„.l-in,a,t  ot  the  ^vh^le  .■uvcrnmen,  dry  ducks  were  necessary  and 
would  be  beneficial  over  any  other  mode  of  repairing  our  armed  vessels.  The  only  remaining  duty  of 
your  committee  seems  to  be,  to  ascertain  whether  those  already  authorized  will,  in  the  growing  neces- 
sities of  the  navy,  and  in  the  event  of  loar,  answer  all  the  useful  purposes  so  justly  expected  from  the 
employment  of  such  docks;  and  if  there  is  reason  to  think  they  will  not,  then,  whether  those  contemplated 
by  the  resolution  of  the  House  will  essentially  contribute  to  that  end. 

All  measures  respecting  our  navy  should  be  designed  to  contribute  to  its  efficiency  in  the  defence  of 
the  republic  and  its  commerce.  This  rule  most  emphatically  applies  to  the  location  and  use  of  dry  docks, 
as  lastino-  appendages  to  our  naval  establishments.  In  war,  a  considerable  part  of  our  naval  force  must 
be  employed  on  our  eastern  coast,  and  especially  should  our  enemies  possess  the  country  north  and  east 
of  the  United  States.  The  vessels  guarding  that  coast  may,  by  the  necessities  of  weather  or  the  accidents 
of  war,  be  obliged  to  refit  or  repair.  Their  convenience  as  well  as  safety  will  induce  them  to  seek  the 
nearest  port,  as  the  one  they  may  most  easily  reach  and  from  which  they  may  most  speedily  return  to 
guard  the  coast,  defend  our  commerce  and  annoy  the  enemy.  At  such  a  season,  Portsmouth,  ahuays 
accessihle  susceptible  of  being  safely  and  i^pcurehj  defended,  and  alva^/^  open  fn  the  .^ea.  and  aJmoff  impossible 
to  be  blockaded,  and  having  at  it  an  estaMishc.l  navy  yard,  fnmishe.l  with  all  the  mat.Tials  and  w<irkmen 
for  the  most  speedy  repairs,  and  hardy  scaiinii,  enll,M-t,.,l  hy  inactive  cniniiH-ivc,  Irnm  which  tn  ivcrmt  the 
crews  of  armed  vessels,  will  be  at  once  the  nearest,  safest  and  most  pn.].er  resort.  P.ut  the  iniblic 
vessels,  driven  into  that  harbor  by  stress  of  weather,  or  induced  to  take  shelter  there  for  repairs 
in  the  accidents  of  war,  or  lying  there  in  ordinary,  or  building  there,  cannot,  if  in  any  considerable 
degree  out  of  repair,  with  any  safety  attempt,  while  hostile  fleets  are  hovering  on  that  coast,  to  sail  for 
Boston  for  repairs.  If,  then,  in  time  of  peace,  a  dry  dock  at  Charleston  may  suffice  for  our  navy  on  that 
coast,  it  appears  to  be  wholly  inadequate  to  the  wants  of  the  navy  in  time  of  war;  while  a  dry  dock  at 
Portsmouth,  convenient  and  advantageous  in  peace,  will  be  indispensable  in  time  of  war. 

In  a  considerable  degree,  the  same  obervations  apply  to  New  York  and  the  Navy  yard  at  Brooklyn. 
A  vast  commerce  is  collected  in  that  port.  Out  of  this  grows  at  once  the  public  revenue  and  the  com- 
mercial accommodation  of  almost  every  part  of  the  Union.  To  disturb  or  destroy  this  commerce,  is  at  once 
greatly  to  injure  and  cripple  the  government,  and  to  distress  our  citizens,  not  only  in  and  near  that  city, 
but  also  in  every  part  of  the  United  States  connected  with  it  by  the  course  of  trade.  The  immense  value 
of  property  afloat  in  that  harbor,  the  revenue  collected  there,  and  the  intimate  connection  of  its  trade  with 
the  general  prosperity  and  accommodation  of  the  country,  will  always  strongly  invite  the  cupidity  and 
assaults  of  the  public  enemies.  To  collect  a  large  part  of  our  naval  force  at  that  place  can  scarcely  add 
any  inducement  to  attack;  but  the  vessels  of  war  prepared  for  sea,  and  the  crews  of  those  undergoing 
repair,  and  the  marines  attached  to  them,  would  constitute  a  most  valuable  and  efficient  portion  of  the 
requisite  means  for  the  defence  of  the  place,  and,  in  its  defence,  that  of  our  revenue  and  commerce. 
Hence  it  will  at  all  times,  in  war,  be  desirable  to  draw  into  that  port  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  public 
armed  vessels.  There,  too,  it  will  be  found  most  easy  to  enlist  and  recruit  the  crews  of  our  ships  from 
the  great  collection  of  our  seamen.  The  best  materials  and  workmen  for  the  building,  repairing  and 
refittino"  of  ships  will  abound  in  that  harbor;  and,  on  these  accounts,  it  may  be  considered  as  among 
the  best  places  for  our  ships  in  ordinary,  and  as  a  rendezvous  for  those  in  commission  requiring  repairs, 
additions  to  their  crews,  or  supplies.  In  peace,  then,  a  dry  dock  at  Brooklyn  promises  every  advantage 
which  can  be  anticipated  from  one  at  anj-  place.  In  peace,  too,  it  would  be  difficult  and  expensive  to 
cause  the  public  ships,  built  or  in  ordinary,  or  in  commission  there,  to  sail  from  New  York  either  to 
Boston  or  Gosport  for  repair.  In  war,  it  would  be  impossible,  and  the  attempt  would  expose  to  capture 
all  those  which  needed  any  considerable  repair. 

Without  giving  any  opinion  as  to  any  further  increase  than  that  contemplated  by  the  resolution,  the 
committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  two  dry  docks  now  authorized  cannot,  for  the  reasons  above  assigned, 
even  in  peace,  answer  the  reasonable  wants  of  the  navy,  and  that  in  war  they  will  be  very  inadequate  to 
its  proper  accommodation:  and  they  believe  that  dry  docks  at  Portsmouth  and  Brooklyn  will  essentially 
contribute  to  the  economy,  safety,  and  efficiency  of  the  navy. 

From  the  construction  and  use  of  these  docks  in  every  maritime  country  of  western  Europe,  the 
committee  cannot  consider,  as  a  new  undertaking,  the  construction  of  them  in  the  United  States.  Nothing 
more,  during  the  year,  can  be  done  towards  any  which  may  be  now  authorized  than  to  procure  the 
requisite  materials.  From  the  progress  made,  and  making,  in  the  construction  of  those  already  autho- 
rized, it  is  submitted  that  the  Department  and  its  agents  will  hereafter,  in  the  construction  of  such  as 
may  be  now  authorized,  proceed  in  a  great  degree  with  the  benefits  of  experience.  And  by  authorizing 
at  this  time  the  construction  of  these  two  additional  docks,  it  is  not  reasonable  to  suppose  that  they  can 
be  employed  in  all  or  for  the  use  of  the  navy  eaidier  than  1832.  In  the  delays  and  slow  progress  una- 
voidably incident  to  the  construction  of  these  docks,  in  the  best  and  most  durable  manner,  the  committee 
find  a  strong  inducement  to  recommend  their  early  commencement.  And,  inasmuch  as  the  money  appro- 
priated by  the  act  for  the  gradual  improvement  of  the  navy,  approved  March  3,  1821,  may,  for  the  year, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  be  well  employed  for  the  purposes  therein  specified,  they  recommend 
an  additional  appropriation  for  the  commencement  of  the  dry  docks  in  question,  and  especially  as  no  more 
than  eighty  thousand  dollars  can  be  well  employed  in  procuring  materials  for  each  of  these  docks  this  year. 
The  committee,  therefore,  report  a  bill  accordingly. 


Navy  Department,  January  1,  1828. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  in  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  2d  inst.,  on  the  subject  of  dry  docks, 
that  I  have  no  information  to  communicate  in  addition  to  the  report  of  10th  January,  1827.* 

B  antecedent  No.  325.     For  report  of  Commodoro  Wm.  Bainbridge,  dated  17th  of  February,  1826,  with  this 
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If  appropriations  should  ]>,-  made  fur  luiililiii-  <lry  ,lu,-ks  at  Porlsin,,u(li  and  New  York,  nothin.a,- more 
conld  be  done  durino-  the  prcsmi  yur  iliaii  in  sdr.i  il„.  s\\<-.  .md  ].invli;i«.  u  ]iortion  of  the  materials. 
Eighty  thousand  dollars  Inr  <'arli  d.^k  auihMn/.,Ml  wrndd  !„.  surii.-i,.,,!  lui-  il,i.s  year.  Not  less  than  three 
nor  more  than  four  years  will  be  required  to  cuuiplete  the  n  alicr  tlie  work  is  eoinmenced.  Considerable 
benefits  will  no  doubt  be  derived  fruni  the  experience  gained  in  the  construction  of  those  already  autho- 
rized before  the  others  are  coninieneed,  by  which  imperfections  may  be  avoided,  and  the  greatest  economy 
insured. 

Should  two  more  docks  be  directed  to  be  built,  the  Department  will  endeavor  so  to  arrange  the  time 
of  erection  and  expenditure  of  the  appropriation  as  to  insure  the  best  information,  and  its  most  beneficial 
application. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c.,  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Hon.  Michael  Hoffm.w,  Chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee,  Houae  of  RppresentativeH. 


20th  Congress.]  No.  351.  [1st  Session. 

ACCOUNT  OF  DESTRUCTION  OF  THE  TURKISH  FLEET  BY  THE  ENGLISH,  FRENCH  AND 
RUSSIAN  FLEET  AT  NAVARINO,  AND  OF  PIRACY  BY  THE  GREEKS  IN  THE  MEDL 
TERRANEAN. 

communicated    to    the    senate    FEBRIURY    4,     1828. 

Navy  Department,  February  4,   1828. 
Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  you,  in  my  letter  of  the  8th  January,  in  reply  to  yours  of  the  second, 
that  the  Department  possessed  no  official  information  of  any  depredations  upon  our  commerce. 

I  now  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  D.  T.  Patterson,  commanding  the  United  States  frigate 
Constitution,  giving  an  account  of  the  action  at  Navarino,  and  the  measures  adopted  by  the  allied  forces 
for  the  suppression  of  piracy. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &.c.,  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Hon.  Samuel  Smith,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Finance. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Daniel  T.  Patterson  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated — ■ 

United  States  Ship  Constitution,  Smyrna,  November  12,  1827. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  on  the  21st  ultimo,  an  action  took  place  between  the  allied 
squadrons  of  England,  France  and  Russia,  and  the  Ottoman  fleets,  in  the  port  of  Navarino,  which  resulted 
in  the  entire  defeat  and  destruction  n\'  ihr  latter. 

Enclosed  is  a  plan  of  the  position  of  the  two  fleets,  obtained  from  the  English. 

The  intelligence  reached  this  place  on  the  night  of  the  27th,  and  produced  great  consternation  and 
alarm  among  the  Frank  population  of  every  description,  lest  a  pojuilar  tiitmilt  might  occur  with  the 
Turkish  population,  when  no  distinction  of  nation  would  be  made,  Imt  an  imliscriininate  massacre  take 
place;  but  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  inform  you  that  the  greatest  trainiiiillity  and  most  perfect  good 
order  have  been  preserved,  through  the  active  and  energetic  measures  adopted  by  the  public  authorities. 
The  Frank  merchants  generally  embarked  their  goods,  and  many  families  moved  to  the  shipping. 

The  courier  from  Constantinople,  delayed  by  bad  weather,  did  not  arrive  till  the  5th  instant;  this 
unusual  delay  gave  rise  to  various  conjectures,  and  produced  the  most  fearful  anxiety,  which  was  happily 
relieved  by  learning  that  the  capital  (the  movements  of  which  govern  this  city)  remained  tranquil  upon 
the  receipt  of  the  result  of  the  action,  and  was  likely  to  continue  so. 

The  English,  French,  Austrian  and  Dutcli  vessels-of-war,  immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  the  intel- 
ligence of  the  action,  were  ranged  in  line  al.iiii;-  and  close  in  with  the  ni.uino,  to  laiilitate  the  embarka- 
tion of  their  respective  subjects.  This  ship  retained  lier  ori-'inal  slat  ion.  Astlie  I"  n  it  ed  States  had  given 
no  cause  of  offence,  I  wished  to  avoid  even  the  ai)peaianc(.>  of  siipiiosing  that  either  .Vmerican  citizens  or 
property  could  possibly  be  endangered  by  the  event  that  had  occurred.  The  course  pursued  by  me  was 
immediately  remarked  by  the  government  here,  and  gave  much  satisfaction. 

This  ship  and  boats  were  in  a  state  of  readiness  to  act  promptly,  as  occasion  might  require,  and 
signals,  day  and  uight,  were  and  are  established  with  our  consul. 

The  Turkish  fleet  amounted  in  number  to  one  hundred  and  fourteen  vessels  of  all  descriptions, 
including  transport,  eighty-four  of  which  were  vessels-of-war;  that  of  the  allies  to  twenty-eight,  of  which 
ten  were  of  the  line,  twelve  frigates,  two  sloops  and  four  brigs. 

The  Russian  squadron  consisted  of  four  of  the  line,  four  frigates  and  one  sloop.  All  the  English  and 
French  were  engaged,  and  but  few  of  the  Russians,  as  I  am  informed  by  the  two  former. 

Rear  Admiral  De  Regiiy,  upon  my  asking  him  if  the  commanders  of  the  allied  forces  in  the  Archi- 
pelago intended  adopting  any  measures  for  the  suppression  and  punishment  of  piracy,  recently  becoming 
so  alarmingly  extended  under  the  ( ;  reek  flag,  informed  me  that  they  had  addressed  a  joint  communication 
to  the  Greek  government,  that  no  (.K  ek  cruiser,  or  armed  vessel  of  any  description,  would  be  permitted 
beyond  ten  miles  from  the  main  land,  beginning-  at  Cape  Plocoveno,  in  Eubea,  and  extending  to  Patrass; 
any  and  every  vessel  found  transgressing  this  order  would  be  immediately  destroyed,  and  the  crew  be 
brought  to  trial.  No  vessel  or  boat  to  be  permitted  to  depart  from  any  island  in  possession  of  the  Greeks 
with  a  greater  number  of  hands  than  may  be  actually  necessary  to  navigate  her,  and  no  species  of  arms 
■whatever  permitted  in  them.     Passengers  must  have  passports  from  the  Primates  of  the  island,  and  who 
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will  he  hold  accountable  for  any  violation  of  this  order.  Any  boat  or  vessel  found  violating  this  order 
will  l)e  immediately  burnt,  and  the  crew  brought  to  trial  before  a  tribunal  to  be  established  at  Syra,  by 
the  allies   and  in-otected  by  a  military  force.  ,  .  ,   t 

Sliou'ld  the  allies  carry  this  measure  vigorously  and  rigorously  into  effect,  which  I  very  much  doubt, 
they  will  soon  suppress  piracy,  vt'hich  has  increased  within  the  last  two  months  beyond  anything  that 
could  have  been  imagined.  .     ,     ,     .  .        .•         x  ^i  •  x       j 

Supposing  that  information  from  this  would  be  particularly  interesting  at  this  moment,  and  an  oppor- 
tunity oflering  direct  for  the  United  States,  will,  I  trust,  excuse  the  irregularity  of  this  communication, 
in  not  passing  through  the  commanding  officer,  to  whom  I  have  made  a  similar  report. 

Dispatcht-s  are  hourly  expected  by  the  English  and  French  commanders  at  this  place,  from  their 
respective  ambassadors  at  Constantinople,  with  the  determination  of  the  Porte  as  to  peace  or  war. 

The  following  is  written  upon  the  envelope: 

By  courier  just  arrived  from  Constantinople,  we  learn  that  an  embargo  has  been  placed  on  vessels 
of  these  allied  powers  and  their  property,  but  perfect  tranquillity  exists.  D.  T.  P. 


20th Conoress.]  No.  352.  [1st Session. 

ON  CLAIM  TO  FIVE  YEARS'  HALF  PAY  OF  THE  WIDOW  OF  A  SEAMAN  WHO  WAS  CAP- 
TURED WHILE  IN  THE  NAVAL  SERVICE,  AND  DIED  IN  DARTMOOR  PRISON,  IN 
ENGLAND. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  FEBRUARY  18,  1828. 

Mr.  Ripley,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  the  petition  of  Abigail  Appleton  was  referred, 

reported : 

That  it  appears,  by  the  evidence  before  the  committee,  that  the  memorialist  is  the  widow  of  Daniel 
Appleton,  late  of  Ipswich,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts;  that  her  late  husband  was  a  seaman  on  board 
the  United  States  sloop  Frolic,  which  sailed  from  Boston  on  the  18th  of  February,  1814,  under  Captain 
"Bainbridge,  and  was  taken  prisoner,  carried  into  Halifax,  and  thence  to  England;  committed  to  the  Dart- 
moor prison,  where  he  was  taken  with  the  small-pox,  of  which  he  died  on  the  4th  of  January,  1815. 

The  petitioner  represents  that  she  made  application  to  the  Navy  Department  for  five  years'  half  pay, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  acts  of  Congress  of  January  20,  1813,  March  4,  1814,  and  April  16,  1818, 
which  relate  to  the  subject  of  pensions  to  the  orphans  and  widows  of  persons  slain  in  the  public  or 
private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States.  The  Department  has  expressed  an  opinion  that  her  claim 
does  not  come  within  the  letter  of  those  statutes.  The  committee  do  not  hesitate  to  express  an  opinion 
that  her  claim  is  clearly  within  the  spirit  and  purpose  of  the  laws  referred  to,  and  therefore  report  a  bill 
to  give  her  five  years'  half  pay,  from  the  privateer  pension  fund. 


Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  January  4,  1821. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  herewith,  certificates  containing  the  information  requested 
in  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  addressed  to  Mr.  Gilliss,  of  this  office.  The  act  of  April  16,  1818,  pro- 
vides "if  any  officer,  seaman,  or  marine  shall  have  died,  since  January  18,  1812,  in  consequence  of 
accident  or  casualty  which  occurred,  while  in  the  line  of  his  duty,  on  board  any  public  or  private  armed 
ship,  leaving  a  widow,  she  shall  be  allowed  the  same  monthly  pay  as  if  he  died  of  wounds."  The  only 
doubt,  in  the  mind  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  was,  whether  death  in  a  prison  of  the  enemy  was  the 
same  as  death  on  board  the  ship. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  T.  WATKINS. 

Hon.  John  Varnum,  House  of  Bepresentatives. 

I  certify  that  it  appears,  from  documents  on  file  in  this  office,  that  Daniel  Appleton,  a  seaman  on 
board  the  United  States  ship  Frolic,  born  at  Ipswich,  Mass.,  was  captured  in  the  said  ship,  in  April, 
1814,  carried  to  Dartmoor  prison,  in  England,  and  there  died,  on  the  4th  day  of  January,  1815. 

T.  WATKINS. 

Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  January  5,  1821 

The  U.  S.  sloop-of-war  Frolic,  under  the  command  of  Master  Commandant  Joseph  Bainbi'idge,  sailed 
on  a  cruise  from  Boston,  on  the  18th  of  February,  1814,  and  was  captured  near  the  coast  of  Cuba  on  the 
20th  of  April  following,  by  the  British  frigate  Orpheus,  Captain  Hugh  Pigot,  and  the  British  schooner 
Shelburne,  Lieutenant  Hope. 

Navy  Department,  January  4,  1821. 
I  certify  that  the  truth  of  the  above  statement  is  sustained  by  dociiments  on  file  in  this  Department. 

JOHN  BOYLE. 
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20th  Congress.]  No.  353.  [1st  Session. 

APPLICATION   OP  URIAH   BROWN  FOR  PATRONAGE  TO  HIS  INVENTION  OF  A  COMPOSI- 
TION FOR  THE  DESTRUCTION    OF  VESSELS,  SIMILAR  TO  THE  "  GREEK  FIRE." 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSe' OF  REPRESENTATIVES  FEBRUARY  18,   1828. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  invention  of  the  Greek  fire,  so  celebrated  among  the  ancients,  and  which  led  to  a  new  revolution 
in  the  art  of  war,  by  the  invention  of  gunpowder,  is  ascribed  to  Callinicus  of  Heliopolis,  a  town  in  Syria, 
who  used  it  with  so  much  skill  and  effect  during  a  naval  engagement,  that  he  destroyed  a  whole  fleet 
belonging  to  the  enemy,  in  which  wore  embarked  30,000  men.  It  is  defined  to  lio  a  sort  of  artificial  fire, 
which  insinuates  itself  lu'vuml  ihc  snii'acc  of  the  sea,  and  which  lniins  with  iiincased  violence  when  it 
mixes  with  water.  Its  dircoiions  :ir<'  contiary  to  the  course  ui'  iiii'inal  Wvr;  I'm  the  flames,  we  are  told, 
will  spread  themselves  downwanls,  fo  the  rigiit  or  left,  agreeably  to  the  iiMHiicut  that  is  given. 

It  was  used  in  the  year  1019,  and  was  known  and  used  in  1291.  It  was  certainly  liquid,  and  was 
employed  in  many  different  ways,  but  chiefly  on  board  of  ships,  being  thrown,  from  large  engines,  on  the 
ships  of  the  enemj'.  This  fire  was  sometimes  kindled  in  vessels  of  a  particular  description,  which  might 
be  called  fire-ships,  and  which  Averc  introduced  among  a  hostile  fleet.  Sometiines  it  was  put  into  jars  and 
other  vessels,  which  were  thrown  at  the  enemy  liy  means  of  ]ii'ojeciile  machines,  ami  sometimes  squirted 
by  the  soldiers  from  hand  engines,  or,  as  it  ajipears,  Mown  throii--h  pipes.  This  lire  was  discharged  from 
the  forepart  of  sh'ps  by  machines  const rncteil  uf  copper  and  iron,  the  extremity  of  which  i-esembled  the 
open  mouth  and  jaws  of  a  lion  or  other  animal.  They  were  painted  and  even  gilded,  and  it  appears  were 
capable  of  projecting  the  lii-e  to  a  -reat  distance. 

Professor  Beckman,  who  <'xamiiie(l  all  the  ancient  authors  respecting  the  Greek  fire,  expressly  says 
that  "the  machines  which  the  ancients  employed  to  throw  this  fire  were  spouting  engines."  He  also 
observes,  (Hist,  of  Invent.,  p.  iv.  85.)  "  that  John  Cameniata,  speaking  of  his  native  city,  Thessalonica, 
which  was  taken  by  the  Saracens  in  the  year  901,  says  that  the  enemy  threw  fire  into  the  wooden  works 
of  the  besieged,  which  was  blown  into  them  by  means  of  tulies,  ami  thrown  from  other  vessels."  This 
passage  proves  that  the  Greeks,  in  the  beginning  of  the  tenth  century,  were  no  longer  the  only  people 
acquainted  with  the  art  of  preparing  this  fire,  the  precursor  of  our  i;nn|iowder.  The  emperor  Leo,  who, 
about  the  same  period,  wrote  his  Art  of  War,  recommends  such  engines,  with  a  metal  covering,  to  be  con- 
structed in  the  forepart  of  ships;  and  he  twice  afterwards  mentions  engines  for  throwing  out  Creek  fire. 
In  the  east  one  may  easily  have  conceived  the  idea  of  loading  some  kind  o|  pump  witli  the  (ireek  lire;  as 
the  use  of  a  forcing  pump  for  extinguisliin,g  fires  was  long  known  th<'re  hefore  tlie  invention  of  Callinicus. 
Writers  differ  considerably  as  to  the  composition  of  Greek  liie,  piopeily  socalled,  as  there  were  many 
preparations,  some  hundred  years  after  the  discovery,  which  went  under  the  name  of  Greek  fire.  Certain 
it  is  that  the  Greeks  had  a  knov,led,ge  of  a  very  high  coinlmstiMe  pieparatiou.  which  water  could  not 
extinguish,  and  which,  from  its  nature,  must  have  had  the  ]>ro|).>riy  of  decomiiosing  water  itself,  of  con- 
verting it  into  hydrogen,  or  possessed  so  much  oxygen  as  to  su|i|iort  tlie  comlmsiion  of  the  inflammable 
substances,  even  in  contact  with  water.  It  appears  that  it  ctmhl  only  he  exi_ingnished,  or  its  ardor 
damped,  by  urine,  sand,  vinegar,  &c.,  or  with  undressed  leather  and  green  hides. 

Porta,  (Magre  Naturelle,)  in  treating  of  this  subject,  remark.s  tliat  ■when  Constantinople  was 
attacked,  the  Emperor  Leo  burnt  the  vessels  or  boats  of  the  enemy,  to  the  number  of  1,800,  by  means  of 
the  Greek  fire."     In  1249,  at  the  seige  of  Damietta,  the  French  experieiiceil  the  fatal  efiects  of  it. 

Trevenot  (Travels  in  the  Levant)  says  that  "in  the  fifty-second  year  of  the  Ifegira,  (anno  Domini 
612,)  Constantinople  was  beseiged,  in  tlie  reign  of  Constantine  Prognati's,  hy  Vesid,  the  son  of  Moavia, 
the  first  Caliph  of  the  family  of  Anmiiades,  when  the  Emperor  found  himself  so  pressed  thathe  was  almost 
reduced  to  despair;  but  fhe  fatuous  engineer,  Callinicus,  invented  a  kind  of  wild  fire,  which  would  burn 
under  water,  and  by  this  means  destroyed  the  whole  fleet." 

Gibbon  (History  of  the  Decline  and  fall  of  the  Roman  Empire,  vol.  vii,  p.  282)  speaks  also  of  the 
Greek  fire,  and  observes  that  "  fhe  deliverance  of  Constantinople  may  be  chiefly  ascribed  to  it.  It  appears 
that  Callinicus,  the  inventor,  deserted  from  the  service  of  the  Caliph,"  (in  consequence,  no  doubt,  of  the 
illiberality  and  injustice  which  he  experienced  from  the  latter,)  "to  that  of  the  Emperor;"  and  Gibbon  is 
of  opinion  that  this  discovery  or  imprcjvement  in  tin'  military  art  was  fortunately  reserved  for  the  dis- 
tressful period,  when  the  degenerate  Romans  of  the  east  were  inciipable  of  contending  with  the  warlike 
enthusiasm  and  youthful  vigor  of  the  Saracens.  He  describes  fhe  lire  to  he  strong  and  obstinate,  and  that 
it  was  quickened  by  water;  that  sand,  urine,  and  vinegar  were  the  only  agents  that  could  damp  its  fury; 
that  it  was  used  for  the  annoyance  of  the  enemy,  both  by  sea  and  laud,  in  hattles  or  in  sieges,  and  was 
either  poured  from  the  rampart  in  large  boilers,  or  launched  in  re(l-hot  Kails  of  stone  and  iron,  or  darted 
in  arrows  or  javelins,  twist. mI  rouml  wdth  flax  and  tow,  which  had  deeply  imluhed  the  inflammable  matter; 
that  at  other  times  it  was  deposited  in  fire  ships,  or  blown  through  long  tubes  of  copper,  fixed  on  a  prow 
of  a  galley;  that  its  composition  was  kept  secret  at  Constantinople,  pretending  that  the  knowledge  of  it 
came  from  an  angel  to  the  first  and  greatest  of  the  Constantines,  with  a  sacred  injunction  not  to  divulge 
it  under  any  pretext,  &c.  He  also  observes  that,  "  after  it  was  kept  secret  above  400  years,  and  to  the 
end  of  the  eleventh  century,  the  meth.id  of  preparing  it  was  stolen  by  fhe  Mahometans,  who  employed  it 
against  the  Crusaders.  A  knight,  it  appears,  who  despised  the  swords  and  lances  of  the  Saracens,  relates 
with  heartfelt  sincerity  his  owii  fears  at  the  sight  and  sound  of  the  mischievous  engine  that  discharged  a 
torrent  of  the  Greek  fire,  VaQ f  u  Ho'i/rms,  as  if  is  styled  by  the  more  early  of  the  French  writers.  "It 
came  flying  through  the  air,"  (iiuot  ing  ,loin\ille,  llistoire  de  St.  Louis,)  "  like  a  winged,  long-tailed  dragon, 
about  the  thickness  of  a  hogshea.l,  with  a  ivport  of  thunder,  and  the  velocity  of  lightning;  and  the  dark- 
ness of  the  night  was  dispelled  by  this  deadly  illumination." 

The  use  of  the  Greek,  or,  as  it  might  ikjw  be  called,  Saracen  fire,  was  continued  to  the  middle  of  the 
fourteenth  century,  when  the  scientific  or  casual  compound  of  nitre,  sulphur  and  charcoal  effected  a  new 
revolution  in  the  art  of  war  and  the  history  of  mankind. 

Ruggeri  (Pyrotechnic  Milifaire,  p.  289)  states  that  Pliny  mentions,  in  his  time,  a  combustible 
substance   which  was  thrown  on  armed  men,  and  burst  and  destroyed  them  in  the  nadst  of  battle;  that 
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it  was  employed  successfully  by  the  successors  of  Constantine,  and  its  composition  was  kept  a  date  secret; 
that  the  Turks  used  it,  or  a  composition  of  a  similar  nature,  at  the  siege  of  Damietta,  in  1249,  forty-five 
years  after  the  death  of  Roger  Bacon;  and  finally,  that  when  the  composition  and  effects  of  gunpowder 
became  known,  the  Greek  fire,  although  it  laid  Uio  foundation  of  the  invention  of  gunpowder,  was  no 
louo-er  in  use,  and  the  secret  of  the  original  preparation  became  lost. 

°  Such  then,  it  appears,  were  the  terrible  eflects   produced  by  the  Greek  fire,  at  a  period  when  the 
mechanic  arts  and  sciences  were  comparatively  in  their  infancy. 

This  fire  or  a  composition  equal  in  every  respect  to  it,  has  been  rediscovered  in  the  nineteenth 
century,  by  a,  native  American,  after  the  secret  had  been  lost  for  near  five  hundred  years.  The  exclusive 
benefits'of  this  composition,  together  with  the  certain  means  of  rendering  it  infinitely  more  formidable 
and  irresistible  to  an  enemy  than  was  ever  anticipated  by  its  original  inventor,  bidding  defiance  to  any 
known  means  of  at  ack,  and  possessing  the  power  of  instantaneous  and  inevitable  destruction  to  any 
object  subjected  to  its  operation,  is  now,  for  the  last  time,  respectfully  offered  by  the  inventor  to  the 
representatives  of  this  republic,  for  their  consideration  and  adoption.  And  he  indulges  the  hope — for  the 
honor  of  the  country  which  gave  him  birth,  for  the  love  he  bears  that  country  and  its  free  institutions, 
for  the  fond  affections  which  he  cherishes  for  many  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and  for  the  sake  of  unborn 
millions,  who  may  yet  live  to  deplore  and  to  deprecate  the  act — that  he  may  not  be  forced,  like 
Callinicus,  to  seek" in  a  foreign  land  that  consideration  and  requital  for  his  sacrifices  and  patriotic  zeal 
which  have  so  long  been  witheld  from  him  in  his  own. 

Respectfully  submitted.  URIAH  BROWN. 


20th    Congress.]  No    354.  [1st   Session. 

ON  CLAIM  TO  PENSION  OF  THE  WIDOW  OF  A  NAVAL  OFFICER  WHO  LOST  HIS  REASON 
WHILE  IN  COxMiMAND  OF  A  PUBLIC  VESSEL. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  FEBRUARY  21,  1828. 

Mr.  Miller,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Jane  Baker, 

reported : 

That  the  petitioner  alleges  that  she  is  the  widow  of  Thomas  Baker,  who,  while  a  captain  in  the  navy 
of  the  United  States,  commanding  the  sloop-of-war  Delaware,  on  the  Cura5oa  station,  was  deprived  of  his 
reason,  the  effects  of  a  fever,  and  that  he  never  recovered  his  senses;  that  she  is  poor,  old,  and  partially 
helpless  by  the  loss  of  the  sight  of  her  left  eye. 

The  annexed  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  of  February  12,  1828,  proves  that  the  petitioner's 
husband,  Thomas  Baker,  was  a  captain,  and  commanded  the  sloop-of-war  Delaware,  and  was  pensioned 
on  the  20th  day  of  August,  1801,  and  received  a  pension  of  $37.50  per  month  until  the  8th  day  of  March, 
1820,  the  day  of  his  death,  but  cannot  state  the  cause  why  he  was  placed  on  the  pension  roll,  but  sup- 
poses that  stated  by  the  petitioner  to  be  the  probable  one. 

The  facts  that  the  petitioner  is  the  widow,  yet  unmarried,  of  Captain  Baker,  and  that  while  he  was 
so  engaged  in  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  by  reason  of  the  unhealthiness  of  the  climate  where 
he  was  cruising,  he  became  sick  of  a  fever  which  destroyed  his  reason,  are  not  proved,  except  by  the 
oath  of  the  applicant  as  to  her  history;  and  if  they  were  proved,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the 
case  of  the  petitioner  would  not  come  within  the  spirit  of  the  provisions  heretofore  made  by  law  in  rela- 
tion to  pensions  chargeable  on  the  navy  or  privateer  pension  fund,  and  therefore  recommend  the  following 
resolution: 

Besolved,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  her  petition. 


Na\i'  Department,  February  12,  1828. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  this  morning,  in  relation  to  the  petition  of  Jane  Baker,  widow  of  the  late  Captain 
Thomas  Baker,  has  been  received. 

It  appears,  by  reference  to  the  pension  roll  of  this  Department,  that  Thomas  Baker,  captain  of  the 
U.  S.  ship  Delaware,  was  pensioned  on  the  20th  August,  1801,  and  received  a  pension  of  $37.50  per 
month  until  the  8th  March,  1820,  the  day  of  his  death.  It  is  probable  that  the  cause  of  pension  is 
correctly  stated,  but  certainty  on  the  subject  is  unattainable,  as  most  of  the  papers  of  the  date  referred 
to  were  destroyed  by  the  British  troops  in  1814.  Under  the  pension  laws  now  in  force  no  relief  can  be 
afforded  by  this  Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 
Hon.  Michael  Hoffman,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 
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20th  Congress.]  No.    355.  [1st  Session. 

ON  CLAIM  OF  ELIZABETH  WHITEHEAD  TO  A  PENSION  FOR  THE  LOSS  OF  HER  SON,  KILLED 
ON  BOARD  OF  THE  FRIGATE  CHESAPEAKE,  IN  THE  WAR  OF  1812-'15. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  MARCH  7,    1828. 

Mr.  Hoffman,  from  the  CoiiHiiittce  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Elizabeth 
AVhitehead,  reported: 

That  the  petitioner  alleges  that  she  is  old,  poor,  unable  to  maintain  herself,  a  widow,  and  the  mother 
of  Joseph  Judy;  that  the  said  Joseph  entered  the  naval  service  at  Boston,  as  a  carpenter's  mate,  on  board 
the  Chesapeake,  in  April,  1813,  and  that  he  was  killed  in  the  engagement  between  that  vessel  and  the 
Shannon. 

The  age  of  Joseph  Judy,  at  the  time  of  his  enlistment  or  death,  is  not  certainly  ascertained  by  the 
proofs,  but  it  is  inferable  from  them  that  he  was  not  a  minor,  but  over  the  age  of  twenty-one  years;  and 
there  is  no  proof  that  he  died  witlmnt  leaving  a  widow,  or  issue,  or  liad  at  all  in  any  way  apiinipriated 
any  part  of  his  pay  for  the  siiiiimrt  of  his  niniher.  This  case,  tlicrcrnrc,  (ui  llir  iircsi'iit'innoVs,  dues  net  in 
the  opinion  of  the  CMninutirc,  ((.inc  \\ilhin  ilie  most  enlarged  rnic  iidnplid  by  ('nii^irss,  in  'jranting  pen- 
sions to  the  mothers  df  persons  killed  in  the  naval  service  of  tiie  I'liiteil  Slates;  ami,  tlieiefore,  they 
recommend  the  following: 

Besolved,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  her  petition. 


20th  Congrfss.]  No.  356.  [1st  Session. 

ON  CLAIM  OF  ELIZABETH  MAYS  TO  A  PENSION  FOR  THE  LOSS  OF  HER  SON,  KILLED  ON 
BOARD  OF  THE  LAWRENCE,   IN  THE  WAR  OF  1812-'15. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  MARCH  1,  1828. 

Ikfr.  Hoffman,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Elizabeth  Mays, 

reported: 

That,  from  the  proofs  in  this  case,  it  appears  that  the  petitioner  is  old,  poor,  unable  to  maintain  her- 
self, a  widow,  and  the  mother  of  Wilson  Mays,  deceased;  that  the  said  Wilson  Mays  enlisted  in  the  naval 
service  of  the  United  States,  as  an  ordinary  seaman,  on  the  16th  of  July,  1812;  was  promoted  to  a  carpen- 
ter's mate,  and  held  that  station  when  he  was  killed,  on  the  10th  of  September,  1813,  on  board  the  Law- 
rence, without  leaving  a  widow  or  issue,  and  that  his  mother  received  half  of  his  monthly  pay,  by  cdlot- 
vient,  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  facts  in  this  case  come  strictly  within  the  rule  adopted  by  the 
last  Congress,  in  granting  a  pension  to  Penelope  Denny;  and,  therefore,  report  a  bill  granting  to  Mrs. 
Mays  a  pension  equal  to  one-half  the  pay  of  her  son;  to  be  paid  out  of  the  navy  pension  fund,  half-yearly, 
for  five  years,  with  the  usual  limitations. 


Navy  Department,  March  5,  1828. 
Sir:  In  answer  to  tlie  inriuiries  contained  in  your  letter  of  25th  February  last,  I  have  the  honor  to 
state  that  Wilson  Mays  <mi1  ered  tlie  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  as  an  ordinary  seaman,  on  the 
16th  of  July,  1812;  was  pidniuietl  tn  carpenter's  mate,  and  held  that  station  when  he  was  killed,  on  the 
lOtir  September,  1813,  on  board  the  Lawrence;  and  that  his  mother  received  half  his  monthly  pay,  by 
allotment,  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Hon.  Michael  Hoffman,  Chairman  Naval  Committee,  House  of  Representatives. 


20th  Congress.]  No.    357.  [1st  Session. 

CONDITION  AND  EXPENSE  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES  AGENCY  FOR  RECAPTURED  AFRICANS 
TAKEN  TO  THE  COAST  OF  AFRICA, 


communicated  to  the  house  of  representatives  march  12,   1828. 

Navy  Dep.\rtment,  March  11,  1828. 
Sir:  In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  5th  instant,  directing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  lay  before  the  House  "such  intelligence  as  his  Department  may  supply  respect- 
ing the  present  condition  and  probable  annual  expense  of  the  United  States  agency  for  recaptured  Afri- 
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cans  upon  the  coast  of  Africa;  and  to  comprehend  therein  any  information,  possessed  by  said  Depart- 
ment illustrative  of  the  present  circumstances  of  the  settlement  of  free  colored  people  at  Liberia,  and  of 
those  liberated  Africans  who  have  been  restored  to  that  continent  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress 
of  1819:"  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  House  a  copy  of  two  letters  from 
J  Ashm'un,  who  is  temporarily  the  acting  agent  at  Cape  Mesurado,  one  dated  August  28,  and  the  other 
December  22,  1827  ;  a  schedule  of  the  public  buildings  and  other  property,  with  their  estimated  value  ; 
a  statement  of  the  disposition  made  of  the  Africans  sent  from  Georgia  by  the  ship  Norfolk;  and  an  ex- 
tract of  a  letter  from  Master  Commandant  J.  B.  Nicholson,  dated  February  20,  1828. 

These  papers  contain  all  the  information,  recently  received,  of  the  present  condition  of  the  agency, 
which  is  represented  as  prosperous  and  encouraging. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  all  the  liberated  Africans  have,  by  this  time,  ceased  to  be  a  charge  to  the 
United  States.  .     .  .„        ,.       , 

Slinukl  no  farther  captures  be  made,  the  only  expense,  under  existmg  regulations,  wdl  be  for  the  care 
of  the  public  property  and  the  salaries  of  the  agents.  It  may  be  proper,  however,  to  state  that  121 
Africans  landed  from  the  wreck  of  a  Spanish  vessel,  have  lately  been  seized  at  Key  West,  and  measures 
adopted  by  the  marshal  of  East  Florida  for  their  removal  to  St.  Augustine,  preparatory  to  a  trial.  The 
decision  respecting  them  cannot  be  anticipated,  but  it  is  possible  that  the  case  may  be  considered  as 
coming  within  the  acts  of  Congress;  in  which  event  the  duty  will  devolve  upon  the  Executive  of  remov- 
ing them  from  the  United  States  Provision  was  made  for  such  an  emergency,  in  the  estimate  presented 
at  the  coranicnccment  of  the  session. 

Accounts  (jf  the  expenditures  at  and  for  the  agency  have  been  furnished  to  ihe  close  of  the  last  year; 
those  subsequently  received  have  not  yet  been  settled. 

Orders  were  given  on  December  10  not  to  expend  any  more  money  on  the  public  buildings,  and  the 
at^ent  was  directed  to  prepare  a  schedule  of  them  and  their  cost;  this  was  partly  anticipated  by  one  of 
the  accompanying  papers,  but  the  current  estimated  value  is  substituted  for  the  actual  cost,  which  is 
probably  not  more  than  one-half  the  amount  stated. 

A  map  of  the  country  having  been  engraved,  a  copy  of  it  is  herewith  sent,  showing  the  position  of 
the  several  settlements. 

The  Department  is  not  in  possession  of  any  other  information  particularly  "  illustrative  of  the  present 
circumstances  of  the  settlement  of  free  colored  people  at  Liberia."  Reports  on  that  subject  are  addressed 
to  the  Colonization  Society;  nor  has  the  Department  any  knowledge,  further  than  what  arises  from  the 
unavoidable  connection  existing  between  the  agency  and  the  settlement  of  free  people,  and  which  con- 
nection has  heretofore  been  explained  in  communications  to  Congress. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

SAxM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


U.  S.  Agency  for  Recaptured  Africans,  Cajye  Mesurado,  August  28,  1827. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  through  Doct.  Todson,  per  the  ship  "  Norfolk," 
arrived  here  on  the  20th  instant,  41  days  from  Savannah,  of  your  letter  of  the  11th  of  June,  and  copies 
of  instructions  therein  referred  to;  those  originally  addressed  to  the  late  Doct.  Peaco,  dated  April  2,  and 
those  given  to  Doct.  Todson,  dated  the  11th  June;  all  of  the  present  year. 

In  obedience  to  those  instructions,  I  have  received  142  Africans  at  the  agency,  (the  number  embarked 
at  Savannah  having  been  diminished  by  two,  from  the  death  of  a  child  and  an  aged  paralytic, )  and  pro- 
ceeded to  dispose  of  them  in  the  way  judged  most  conducive  to  their  welfare,  and  most  conformable  to 
the  views  and  instructions  of  the  Department.  Under  this  disposition  of  these  people,  of  which  the  par- 
ticulars shall  be  forwarded  by  the  return  of  the  Norfolk,  three-fourths  of  them  will  cease  to  be  a  charge 
to  the  United  States  at  the  end  of  one  month,  and  all  (except  the  sick)  at  the  end  of  six  months.  All  the 
adults  are  to  receive  lands,  and  will  be  admitted  to  the  privileges  of' colonial  settlers  at  the  expiration  of 
12  months,  provided  their  conduct,  within  that  term,  shall  not  prove  them  unworthy  of  the  civil  rights 
attaching  to  landed  property  in  the  colony. 

Conformably  with  the  same  instructions,  I  have  reorganized  the  service  of  the  agency,  with  a  view  to 
diminish  and  reduce,  to  the  lowest  estimated  amount,  its  future  expenses. 

W.  L.  Weaver,  the  book-keeper  and  assistant,  appointed  by  the  late  Doct.  Peaco,  is  discharged  after 
the  31st  of  the  present  month. 

The  storekeeper,  E.  Johnson,  whose  services  in  keeping,  distributing,  and  exchanging  the  stores  and 
other  property  belonging  to  the  Norfolk's  cargo,  cannot  he  dispensed  ivith,  is  retained  at  a  compensation 
of  $333  per  annum,  for  six  months  from  the  same  date. 

A.  D.  Williams,  the  former  superintendent,  is  also  retained  at  a  compensation  of  $400,  for  the  same 
term.. 

The  reason  of  retaining  Mr.  Williams  is,  that  his  superintendency,  and  other  services,  are  absolutely 
necessary  to  place  the  Africans  in  situations,  accustom  them  to  such  employments,  and  form  them  to  such 
habits,  as  shall  enable  them,  some  from  the  first,  all  at  the  end  of  six  months,  to  support  themselves. 

On  the  supposition  that  no  more  Africans  ai-e  too  sent  to  the  agency,  I  beg  to  submit  an  estimate  of 
its  future  expenses  in  this  country — anticipating  its  expiration  on  the  1st  of  September,  1828 — exclusive 
of  drafts  on  the  Department  previous  to  the  present  time,  some  of  which  appear  not  to  have  been  received 
on  the  11th  of  June  last,  and  of  the  stores,  &c.,  received  per  the  Norfolk. 

Estimate. 

1.  Compensation  due  to  W.  L.  Weaver,  in  full  for  past  services  up  to  the  time  of  his  dis- 

charge, August  31,  1827, $175  00 

2.  Compensation  due  to  E.  Johnson,  storekeeper,  in  full  for  services,  up  to  the  31st  August, 

1827,.... :..,  75  00 

B.  Compensation  due  to  B.  Johnson,  storekeeper,  in  full  for  services  to  bo  rendered  the  ensu- 
ing six  months,  when  they  are  to  terminate 166  50 
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4.  Compensation  due  to  Griflan,   Steward,   and  Clarke,  associate  carpenters,  for  carpenters' 

work  accomplished  and  doing  on  tlie  United  States  buildings  for  recaptured  Africans 

and  superintendent,  at  Stocktontown $200  00 

5.  Compensation  due  to  the  same  carpenters,  for  work  done  and  doing  on  Port  Norris  bat- 

tery, Cape  Mesurado 95  qq 

6.  Compensation  due  Nelson's  services  as  carpenter,  Stockton  buildings [       250  00 

1.  Estimated  amount  of  masons'  and  painters'  bills,  for  underpinning  and  painting  the  Stock- 
ton buildings 215  00 

8.  Bills  of  William  Draper,  employed,  in  1826,  by  Doctor  Peaco,  to  build  a  very  expensive 

double  piazza,  with  Venetian  work,  quite  round  the  large  agency  house,  involving  altera- 
tions in  the  house 9  400  00 

9.  Bills  of  masons,  carpenters,  and  painters,  for  work  necessary  to  complete  the  new  agency 

house 300  00 

10.  Bills  of  carpenters  and  smiths,  for  completing  the  large  schooner  boat,  now  on  the  stocks,       050  00 
Materials  for  the  same,  and  for  repairing  the  Catherine .'       400  00 

11.  Bills  of  painters,  and  for  materials  for  painting  the  United  States  ware,  gun,  and  other 

remaining  houses 240  00 

12.  Expenses  incurred  about  Fort  Norris  battery,  for  the  protection  of  the  roads,  estimated  at       165  00 

13.  Expenses  for  compensation  to  A.  D.  Williams,  superintendent  recaptured  Africans    Febru- 

ary 28,  1828 400  00 

14.  Incidentals.     Agent's  personal  expenses  during  the  year,  to  end  August  31,  1828,  $100; 

for  (exclusive  of  pay)  extra  services  and  fixtures  about  the  public  stores,  $50;  salutes 

to  foreign  national  vessels,  $50 ;  compensation  for  military  and  ordnance  storekeeper,  $86,       236  00 

15.  Amount  of  draft,  for  purchases  made  of  the  schooner  Eclipse,  in  favor  of  Wm.  De  la 

Roche.     Note.  The  amount  of  this  draft,  dated  to-day,  is  $1,602.97|,  comprehending — 

Of  the  1st  item  of  the  preceding  estimate $t-2  811 

Of  the  4th  item  of  the  preceding  estimate 92  00 

Of  the  6th  item  of  the  preceding  estimate 120  00 

Of  the  8th  item  of  the  preceding  estimate 290  00 

Of  the  13th  item  of  the  preceding  estimate 30  00 

$604  81i 

And  leaving,  after  abating  this  general  estimate,  $604,811,  for  purchases  properly  be- 
longing to  item  15 998  10 

Making,  exclusive  of  my  own,  or  substitute's  pay,  through  the  year  beginning  September  1, 
1821,  in  full,  for  all  future  expenses  to  that  date,  and  supposing  the  expiration  of  the 
agency  at  that  date,  six  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty-five  dollars   and  sixty  cents,  $6,985  60 

In  the  foregoing  estimate  I  have  most  anxiously  studied  economy  on  the  one  hand,  but  I  have,  also, 
on  the  other,  not  been  regardless  of  the  mode  of  closing  a  concern  of  so  interesting  a  nature,  situated  in 
a  foreign  country,  which  becomes  the  justice  and  dignity  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  The 
actual  state  of  the  United  States  dwelling,  luare,  and  gun  houses,  its  fortifications  and  their  armament, 
the  buildings  for  the  recaptured  Africans,  and  the  boats,  &c.,  belonging  to  the  agency,  (worth,  at  a 
moderate  estimate,  $14,000,)  requires  also  a  large  pai-t  of  the  additional  expense  included  in  this  esti- 
mate, in  order  to  furnish  and  put  them  in  a  condition  to  fit  them  either  for  sale  or  preservation. 

Doctor  Todson  will  furnish  himself  with  a  properly  authenticated  schedule  of  all  the  permanent 
property  belonging  to  the  United  States  at  this  date,  attaching  to  the  agency,  which  probably  will  not 
materially  vary  at  the  year's  end. 

Having  formed  the  above  estimate  in  the  exercise  of  my  best  discretion,  I  beg  leave,  in  conclusion, 
to  observe  that,  until  further  instructions  from  the  Department,  to  tvhich  I  beg  most  respectfully  to  submit  it 
for  apjyroval,  I  shall  regulate  my  expenditures  by  it,  and,  without  the  most  extraordinary  necessity,  shall  not 
exceed  any  one  of  the  items. 

Respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  ASIIMUN. 

Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  United  States  Navy,  Washington  City. 

P.  S. — A  general  statement  of  my  accounts,  since  the  departure  of  Doctor  Peaco,  was  forwarded  by 
the  United  States  schooner  Shark,  which  sailed  from  Mesurado  for  the  West  Indies,  12th  February  last; 
and  a  full  statement  of  my  accounts,  up  to  the  30th  of  April,  1821,  went  by  the  Doris,  which  sailed  hence 
for  Baltimore  on  the  22d  June  last.  If  my  health,  which  has  been  bad  for  two  months  past,  proves 
sufficient,  I  shall  forward  by  Doctor  Todson  a  further  statement  of  the  accounts  to  the  date  of  the 
Norfolk's  arrival,  August  20,  (inst.) 

J.  ASHMUN. 

Understanding  a  vessel,  to  be  chartered  by  the  American  Colonization  Society,  is  expected  to  sail 
from  the  United  States  for  Cape  Mesurado,  some  time  in  autumn,  I  have  to  request  that  twenty-five 
thousand  of  juniper,  cypress,  or  yellow  pine  shingles  may  be  forwarded  by  that  conveyance,  in  order  to 
cover  the  most  valuable  of  the  United  States  houses,  &c.,  in  this  country.  The  shingles  of  the  country 
are  dear,  and  too  indifferent  to  last  longer  than  two  seasons.     Some  require  to  be  annually  renewed. 

J.  ASHMUN. 
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U.  S.  Agency  for  Recaptured  Africans,  Cape  3fesurado,  December  22,  1821. 
Sir-  The  United  States  ship  Ontario  having  arrived  in  Mesurado  Roads,  last  evening,  ten  days  from 
Sierra  Leone,  and  forty-one  from  Gibraltar,  on  her  return  to  the  United  States,  will  be  tlie  bearer  of  this 

I  have  the  satisfaction  of  being  able  to  state  that  all  the  recaptured  Africans  at  the  agency  are, 
with  nearly  every  individual  of  the  American  settlers,  in  perfect  health,  with  the  exception  of  nine  cases 
(of  which  two  are  recaptured  Africans)  of  ulcerated  legs.  The  sufferers  from  this  malady  have,  however, 
been  convalescent  since  the  termination  of  the  rainy  season,  which,  the  present  year,  was  unusually  pro- 
tracted  and  had  scarcely  terminated  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  month. 

The  number  of  the  Africans  from  Georgia  has  been  diminished  by  two  deaths  smce  the  date  of  my 
letter  per  the  Norfolk.  The  first  was  that  of  an  adult,  drowned,  or,  as  there  is  reason  to  suppose, 
destroyed  by  an  alligator  while  bathing  in  the  Mesurado  river,  on  the  10th  of  October.  The  other  case 
is  of  a  child'  three  years  old,  carried  off  by  a  malignant  fever  of  thirty  hours'  continuance.  About  forty 
of  the  whole  company  from  Georgia  have  laeen  slightly  affected  with  intermittents.  The  worst  case  con- 
tinued nearly  two  months,  but,  generally,  the  patient  recovered  in  ten  days. 

These  people  have  proved,  far  beyond  expectation,  orderly,  peaceable  and  industrious.  Only  a 
solitary  offence  deserving  corporeal  punishment  has  come  to  my  knowledge,  and  this  grew  out  of  a 
sudden  exasperation  of  passion.  Five  marriages  have  been  solemnized;  and  the  irregular  connections  of 
the  unmarried  strictly  prohibited,  and,  as  far  as  is  known,  prevented  entirely.  Seven  women,  having 
one  or  more  small  children  each,  not  obtaining  situations  in  the  families  of  the  settlers,  have  been 
employed  in  the  best  manner  I  could  situate  them,  in  the  public  service.  Three  of  them  wash  and 
cook  for  the  public  laborers,  the  rest  have  situations  in  the  colonial  infirmary  and  orphan  house,  where 
they  enjoy  the  strictest  paternal  superintendence  of  the  manager  of  that  establishment,  and  are  fully 
employed  without  any  actual  increase  of  the  sum  total  of  the  public  expense.  It  has  proved  a  truly 
auspicious  circumstance,  when  only  the  temporal  lot  of  these  people  and  their  restoration  to  Africa  is 
considered,  that  more  than  forty  of  their  number  have  brought  with  them  that  best  of  all  personal 
endowments,  a  simple  and  imperfect,  but  serious  and  practical  knowledge  of  Christianity.  The  true 
relio-ion  operating  on  such  minds,  exists  and  displays  itself  only  in  its  influence  on  the  life  and  character. 
And  this  is  only  salutary;  I  trust  their  good  conduct  during  their  probationary  year  will  secure  them 
the  good  wishes  and  patronage  of  all  in  the  colony  whose  friendship  can  hereafter  be  most  useful  to 
them.  A  part  of  them  is  destined  at  the  end  of  the  year  to  the  newly  projected  settlement  at  Grand 
Bassa-  another  division  I  hope  to  provide  for  on  the  Stockton,  midway  between  Caldwell  and  Monroe. 
The  lands  of  both  districts  are  good,  and  equally  good.  The  third,  or  remaining  part  of  the  company, 
consisting  of  single  women  and  minors,  will  remain  attached  to  the  families  of  the  settlers,  and  accede, 
in  time,  to  the  privileges  of  the  American  emigrants. 

The  expenditures  on  account  of  the  agency  have  been  regulated  strictly  according  to  the  estimate 
forwarded  by  the  schooner  Eclipse,  under  date  of  August  28th,  1827 — no  event  having  occurred,  or 
appearing  likely  to  happen,  requiring  me  to  exceed  it.  The  injury  sustained  by  the  schooner  boat  has 
been  repaired,  and  she  is  again  in  active  service.  We  still  keep  her  armed,  but  have  considerably  reduced 
the  expense  of  her  ordinary  armament  and  crew  this  season;  which  may  be  increased  at  pleasure.  It  is 
quite  necessary  she  should  occasionally  show  a  gun,  but  more  so  that  she  should  fetch  good  freights  of 
rice  and  oil  for  the  comfort  of  the  people;  and  in  this  service  we  hope,  hereafter,  chiefly  to  employ  her. 

The  other  unfinished  boat  is  under  shelter,  and  will  be  completed  at  leisure,  in  the  best  style  which  our 
materials  and  workmen  will  permit.  The  great  multiplication  of  decked  coasting  craft  in  the  colony, 
the  present  season,  both  delays  the  completion  of  the  public  boats,  by  engaging  the  mechanics,  and 
renders  that  delay  the  less  prejudicial  to  the  common  welfare  of  the  establishment. 

The  accounts  of  the  agency,  for  the  four  months  ending  on  the  31st  instant,  may  be  expected  by  the 
schooner  Susan,  of  and  for  Baltimore,  to  sail  early  in  January.  The  actual  state  of  the  slave  trade  on 
this  coast  will,  perhaps,  be  best  learnt  by  the  Department  from  the  report  of  Captain  Nicholson,  of  the 
Ontario,  who  remained  several  days  at  the  centre  of  intelligence  on  this  subject,  Sierra  Leone.  On  this 
part  of  'the  coast  it  is  certainly  reviving.  The  vessels  engaged  in  it  carry,  a  few,  the  French,  but  most 
the  Spanish  flag.  Most  of  the  adventurers  are  also  Spaniards,  many  are  French,  and  not  a  few  natives 
of  the  United  States.  In  one  instance,  the  United  States  flag  has  been  used  to  protect  a  slaving  schooner, 
whose  name,  places  of  outfit,  and  master,  I  have  not  been  able,  satisfactorily,  to  ascertain. 
ResDectfuUy,  sir,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  ■"       '  J.  ASHMUN. 

The  Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  City. 


Schedule  of  United  States  property  attached  to  the  agency  for  recaptured  Africans,  Cape  Mesurado,  and  not 
of  a  convertible  nature. 

Estimated  value. 
Denomination  and  description.  Sept.  1,  1827. 

1.  Large  agency  house. — Frame,  yellow  pine.     Brought  to  Africa  in  1823.     Surrounded 

with  a  double  piazza  12  feet  deep;  of  which  the  upper  story  is  now  finishing  with 
Venetian  work  of  excellent  workmanship  and  materials.  Kitchen  attached.  The 
principal  demensions  are  64  feet  long,  40  wide — stories  11  and  9  feet.  Will  be 
finished  about  the  first  of  January,  1828:  and,  when  completed,  valued  at $7,500  00 

2.  Granary  and  storehouse. — This  is  a  small  building,  of  which  the  uses  to  which  it  has 

hitherto  been  applied  are  described  by  its  name:  designed  to  become  a  storehouse  to 
the  new  agency  house,  near  which  it  stands.  It  is  two  stories — the  lower  mason- 
work,  roof  hipped,  panel  doors,  and  the  whole  building  painted.     Value 500  00 

3.  Old  warehouse. — Consists  of  one  ground  story,  and  a  capacious  loft;  has  a  slight  frame, 

secured  in  every  part  by  a  filling  in  of  logs;  clapboarded,  and  covered  with  country 

shingles.     Dimensions,  40  feet  by  16  feet.     Built  in  1826.     Estimated  value 500  00 
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4.  New  warehouse,  Monroe. — Tliis  is  a  completely  finished  and  secure  warehouse  and  store, 

of  two  stories;  the  lower  is  strengthened  with  a  tilling  in  of  timbers;  the  iipper 
constructed  of  a  frame  brought  from  the  United  States.  One  side  of  the  roof  painted. 
Built  in  1826  and  1827.     Value $1 , 800  00 

5.  Magazine. — Stone  work,  plastered  on  the  outside.     The  roof,  inside,  vaulted  with  mason 

work,  and  covered  above  with  a  shingled  roof     Its  strength  is  what  is  technically 

called  bomb-proof     Estimated  value 200  00 

6.  Crown   Hill  fortification. — Commenced  only.     The  foundation  is  laid  )oi-  a  hexagonal 

tower  of  two  platforms,  each  to  mount  four  guns.  Its  foiunlalidii  walls  arc  five  feet 
thick;  intended  for  the  defence  of  the  eastern  extension  of  thf  scitiuiiie'ut  of  Monroe, 
where  it  stands.     Value  of  foundation  and  materials  collected I75  OO 

7.  Central  Fort,  formerly  Fort  StocHon. — This  work,  (building,  in  part,  of  the  materials  of 

Fort  Stockton,  which  was  demolished  in  1826,  for  the  purpose,)  is  in  the  form  of  a 
triangular  batter}^,  of  which  the  angles  consist  of  three  pentagonal  twu-stni y  tdwers, 
in  each  of  which  are  10  port-holes;  and  these  towers  joined  togetlur  l>y  walls  10  feet 
high,  two  thick,  and  each  60feet  in  length,  pierced  with  15  port-hcjlcs.  'I'lic  w.nk  may 
mount  any  number  of  guns,  from  6  to  18:  6  heavy  and  6  light  pieces  arc  its  medial 
complement.  The  towers  of  this  work,  erected  in  1826-7,  are  the  only  part  yet 
accomplished.  It  defends  nearly  the  whole  present  settlement  of  Monroe  and  the 
mouth  of  the  river.     Present  value 950  00 

8.  Fort  Norris  battery. — Erected  on  the  height  of  Thompson  Town  for  the  protection  of  the 

outer  roadstead.  It  stands  near  the  summit  of  Cape  Mesurado,  on  a  shelf  strengthened 
and  leveled  by  means  of  an  expensive  and  impenetrable  bed  and  abutment  of  the 
heaviest  stone  work.  It  has  two  faces,  each  of  40  feet,  furnished  with  a  platform  four 
inches  thick,  sawed  stuff;  is  housed  and  roofed,  and  provided  with  four  long  12- 
pounders,  iron.     Built  in  1827.     Value,  exclusive  of  the  armament 800  00 

9.  Ordnance,  21  pieces. — ^Five  long- twelves,  of  which  one  needs  remounting;  two  eighteen- 

pound  gunnades,  well  mounted;  three  nines,  one  long,  one  medium,  and  one  carron- 
ade,  all  mounted;  six  sixes,  one  carronade,  the  others  mediums,  and  two  need 
remounting;  five  smaller  medium  guns  and  swivel  pieces;  of  these  one  is  a  brass 
six-pound  field  piece,  mounted  on  a  traveling  carriage,  and  furnished,  also,  with  a 
revolving  carriage  to  suit  either  a  tower  or  the  deck  of  a  small  vessel.  Rammers, 
&c.,  nearly  complete.     Value 2,000  00 

10.  Central  receptacle  for  recaptured  Africans,  Stockton  Town. — Of  this  building  the  part 

approaching  the  rive  is  two  stories,  and  furnished  with  Venetian  blinds,  and  in  the 
best  style.  Intended  for  the  superintendent's  residence.  The  whole  consists  of 
American  lumber;  the  length  60  feet,  and  consists  of  eight  apartments  for  recaptured 
Africans,  exclusive  of  the  front  part  described.     Built  in  1826  and  1827.     Value. . ,  850  00 

11.  Range  No.  I. — Situated  near  the  central  receptacle;  has  the  form  of  L;  one  and  a  half 

story,  14  feet  wide  and  72  feet  long,  built  of  the  best  American  materials,  and  con- 
tains a  store  room  and  five  spacious  apartments,  each  of  which  has  a  loft  for  recap- 
tured Africans;  1827 1 , 000  00 

12.  Range  No.  2. — Situated  opposite  to  range  No.  1,  Stockton  Town.    Same  dimensions,  mate- 

rials, and  construction,   except  the   division  of  the  apartments.     Value  the  same, 

(built  in  1827,) 1 , 000  00 

13.  Two  log  buildings  at   Tliomjison  Town. — Each  36  feet  long,  and  one  and  a  half  story  in 

height;  built  in  1824-5,  of  African  materials,  8  rooms 750  00 

14.  Two  schooners. — One  finished,  but  damaged;  the  other  on  the  stocks.     Estimated  value 

of  both,  one  rigged 2,200  00 


$20,225  00 


Staiement  of  the  disposition  made,  and  actual  situation,  (September  lith,)  of  the  one  hundred  and  forty-two 
recaptured  Africans  received  at  the  agency  for  recaptured  Africans,  Cape  Mesurado,  from  Dr.  G.  P. 
Todson,  United  States  agent,  by  the  ship  Norfolk,  in  conformity  with  instructions  communicated  to  J. 

Ashmun,from  the  United  States  Navy  Department. 


Description  of  recaptured  Africans. 

AVhero  situated. 

Terms- 
years. 

Wages  per  annum. 

Business. 

One  woman  and  two  small  children  . 

In  family  of  E.Johnson. 

do                 do 

do                do 
Infamilyof  Jos.  Blake. 

do                do 
Jas.  C.  Barbour's  family. 
H.  S.  Nelson's  family  .. 

do               do 

One 

One 

One 

Four 

One 

Four 

One 

One 

Twelve  dollars  each 

General  work. 

wo  women                      

Each  thirty  dollars 

General  work. 

ne  ^  oman              

Twelve  dollars 

General  work. 

Share  in 

Farming. 

ne  man,  one  woman 

Twomen  

Each  thirty  dollars 

Carpentering. 
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•  Statement — Continued. 


Description  of  recaptured  Africans. 


One  female 
One  boy  .  •• 


1,  his  wife  anU  child  . . 


Two  boys  . 


Three  men    ... 

One  boy 

One  female. ... 
One  female  ... 
Two  men  and  ti 


n  and  invalid  wife. . 


One  boy  . .  •  • 
One  boy 

One  young  m 


One  n 


One  young  w 
One  young  w 
One  young  w 
One  girl 


One  boy  and  his  young  si 

Two  men 

One  boy 


One  woman  an 
One  man  and  v 
One  dumb  mao 
One  diseased  n 

One  man 

Two  men   .... 


6  girl  . 


One  young  wor 


Terms— 


H.  S.  Nelson's  family. 
J.  J.  Barbour's  family. 

do  do 

Geo.  R.  M'Gills'  family. 
W.  W.  Steward's  family, 
r.  S.  Deveny's  family, 


D.  Hacokius'  family  . . 
Chas.  Butler's  family.. 


George  Mason  . . 


Austin  Curtis'  family.. 
J.  Stewart's  family  . . . 
Ch's  Brander"s  family  . 
Lot  Gary's  family 


do 


J.  D.  Preston's  family. . 

do  do 

W.  L.  AVeaver's  family 
John  Grifian's  family  . . 
John  Clark's  family... 
Lewis  Crook's  family. . 

James  Phillips'  family . 


do 


do 


Burwell  Barbardon 
Jno.W.  Barbour's  family 
Jonas  Gary's  family . . . 
David  \yhite's  family  . . 

J.  Shaw's  family 

Richard  White's  family. 

A.  Edmondson's  family. 
S.  L.  Jones'  family  ... 
D.  Hilliard's  family.... 

B.  Newport's  family  . . . 
family 


One  man,  wife  and  child 

One  woman  and  child 

Ten  men,  three  wives,  two  childre 
One  idiot 


Allen 


Two... 
One  and  four. 


Each  thirty  dollars  . . 

Instruction  in , 

Thirty  dollars 


To  be  taught 

Twelve  dollars 

Shares  of  produce   .  . 

Thirty  dollars 

Thirty  dollars 

Apprenticed  to 

Forty-two  dollars.. . . 
Thirty  dollars  each  . , 


Wra.  Holanger's  family. 


..  Draper's  family. 


do 


do 


Mrs.  Longford's  family. 
Jno.W.  Barbour's  family 
M.  Brosier's  family.. 
A.  Harris'  family.... 
M.  Jordan's  family  . . 
J.  James'  family  .... 
L.  Fernandes'  family, 
John  F.  Harris'  family. 

M.  Dongey's  family 

J.  Palm 

Agnes  Barbour's  family. 
Jordan  Williams'  family, 
Ann  Poulson's  family. . . 
Government  of  the  colony 


Instruction  in 

Twelve  dollars 

Forty -two  dollars  each  ] 

Thirty  dollars 

Education 

Thirty  dollars  the  pair  . 

Twelve  dollars 

Education 

Thirty  dollars 

Instruction  in  the 

Instruction 

Ins 


dolls 


tion  to  the  m 
rs,  the  woma 
•e  dollars  .... 


Each  thirty  dollars.  . 

Thirty  dollars 

Thirty  dollars  each  . . 
Instruction  in 


Instruction  in 

Instruction  in  sewing 

Thirty  dollars  the  able  man 


Thirty  dollo 

Instruction  in 

Thirty  dollars , 

Thirty  dollars 

Thirty  dollars 

Mother's  wages  go 

Thirty  dollars  the  pair 

Support 

One  hundred  and  twenty  dol' 

Thirty  dollars  each 

Education 

Education 


Forty-two  dollars  the  pair. 

Thirty  dollars  each 

Thirty  and  twelve  dollars. . 
Education  and  instruction  i 

Thirty  dollars 

Thirty  and  twelve  dollars  . 


e  dollar 


Thirty  dollars  the  pair  . . 

Nothing 

Thirty  dollars  the  trio... 

Nothing 

Each  man  fifty  dollars  . . 


Housewifery. 
Farming. 
Sewing,  &c. 
Farming. 
General  work. 

General  work. 
Of  a  farm. 
General  work. 
General  work. 
Carpentering  and  .'awing. 
General  work. 
Sawing. 
Blacksmithing. 
Housewifery. 
General  work. 
General  work. 
Geneial  work. 


General  work. 


General  work. 
Carpenter's  trade. 
Carpenter's  trade. 

General  work. 

General  work. 
General  work. 
General  work. 
General  work. 
Sewing,  Ac. 
Sewing,  Ac. 
Sewing,  Ac. 
Washing,  Ac. 
General  work. 
Education. 

Boat  building. 
General  work. 
General  work. 
General  work. 
For  child's  support. 
General  work. 
General  work. 
General  work. 
Carpenter's  work. 
General  work. 

General  work. 
General  work. 
General  work. 
General  work. 
Carpenter's  work. 

General  work. 
Of  seamstress. 
Farming. 

General  work. 
General  work. 
General  work. 


Recafpitulation. 

Sixty  men  placed  in  families  on  wages,  or  if  invalids  to  receive  their  support  in  part  or  in  whole,  or 
as  apprentice  to  some  useful  trade;  forty-one  women  and  six  children  similarly  situated;  ten  men,  three 
women,  one  idiot  and  two  children  employed  at  liberal  wages  by  the  government  of  the  colony;  nineteen 
women  and  children  awaiting  situations:  total  one  hundred  and  forty-two. 

J.  ASHMUN. 

Monroe,  September  li,  182T. 
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Extract  of  a  letter  from  Master  Commandant  John  B.  Nicholson  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated — 


On  the  11th  I  left  Sieir 
remained  until  the  evening-  n 
ed,  and  I  have  no  doubt  tli;i 
thej"-  cannot  but  perceive  the 
and  will,  I  cannot  but  hope, 
must  perceive  it  is  not  coinr 

I  cannot  express  nn)ic 
(colored  tradesmen,)  after  v 
brethren  as  permanent  settlei 


.■d  to  be 
request,  pre 


New  York,  February  20,  1828. 
on  the  21st  of  December,  where  I 
lessed  at  Sierra  Leone  was  confinn- 
lance  to  the  benighted  natives;  for 
I'll  luive  over  them  from  civilization, 
•II  iiiHiii  till-  saiiic  footing-;  for  they 
i/.atinii  ami  (lie  Mcrtsings  of  religion. 
■uluny  ihaii  that  eight  of  the  crew, 
gcd  i'nv  tlic  purpose  of  joining  their 
leet  the  approbation  of  the 


Department,  as  they  landed  with  money  and  clothes  to  the  amount  of  nearly  two  thousand  dollars,  which 


will  enable  them  to  comi 


eral  trades  without  expense  to  the  colony. 


20th  Congress.] 


No.  358. 


[1st  Si 


ST    bESSION. 


ON  CLAIM  OF  AN   OFFICER  OF  THE   NAVY  TO  BE   INDEMNIFIED  OR  RELEASED  FROM  A 
JUDGMENT  AGAINST  HIM  FOR  CAPTURING  A  SUPPOSED  PIRATICAL  VESSEL. 


COJ[MUXIC.\TED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    MARCH    14,     1828. 


Mr.  Miller,  from  the  Coi 


iiittee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  meniorial  of  Jes 
reported: 


3  Wilkinson, 


That  the  said  Jesse  Wilkinson  was,  and  is,  a  master  commandant  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States, 
and,  as  such,  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  brig  Spark,  and  was  furnished  with  instructions  from 
the  Navy  Department,  dated  August  6,  1822,  and  August  7,  1822,  under  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  pro- 
tect the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  to  punish  the  crime  of  piracy,"  approved  March  3,  1819, 
directing  him  to  cruise  along  the  coasts  of  the  United  States  and  the  Floridas,  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
and  among  the  West  India  islands;  and  directing  him,  that,  whenever  he  should  find  any  boats  or  ves- 
sels, the  crews  whereof  should  have  committed  any  actual  violence,  outrage,  or  depredation  upon  any 
vessels  of  the  United  States,  or  the  citizens  thereof,  or  any  other  vessels,  (in  the  last  case,  only  where 
the  depredations  were  committed  under  such  gross  and  aggravated  circumstances  as  to  leave  little  doubt 
of  their  piratical  character,)  he  would  consider  himself  authorized  to  subdue,  seize,  and  take  them,  and 
unless,  on  such  capture,  he  should  be  satisfied  that  they  were  acting  under  some  lawful  authority,  and 
not  piratically,  to  send  tlirm  in  for  adjudication.  In  another  part  of  the  said  instructions,  the  said  Jesse 
Wilkinson  is  diifctnl  that,  whatever  well-grounded  suspicions  he  might  entertain  that  a  vessel  may 
have  been  fitted  out,  and  was  intended  to  be  employed  in  piratical  depredation,  he  should  not  molest  her 
unless  he  had  satisfactory  evidence  siie  had  either  attemptad  or  actually  cuimnilti'd  siniie  piratical  aggres- 
sion on  some  merchant  vessel  of  the  United  States,  or  her  crew,  or  on  s..hic  other  vessel,  under  the 
circumstances  above  mentioned:  and  he  was  especially  instructed,  in  the  cxccutitin  of  these  orders,  not 
to  infringe  on  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  any  other  power.  The  memoiialist  alleges  that,  while  he 
was  waiting  with  the  said  hri--  Spark,  in  the  port  of  Havana,  for  a  fleet  of  merchantmen  which  was  to 
sail  under  his  convoy,  on  or  aKoiit  .lanuary  23,  1823,  he  was  informed  by  one  Thomas  Howell,  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  and  mastor  of  one  of  the  vessels  belonging  to  the  fleet  of  merchantmen  waiting 
convoy,  that  a  schooner  was  .then  lying  in  that  harbor,  from  on  board  of  which  an  act  of  robbery  au<l  piracy 
had  actually  been  committed  on  the  American  schooner  Nancy  Eleanor,  of  Baltimore  in  iln'  montli  of 
October  preceding:  that  the  memorialist  there  refused  to  act  in  relation  to  the  said  schooa.r,  being 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  Spain,  and  referred  Mr.  Howell,  with  his  complaint,  to  the  American  consul, 
at  Havana;  that  he  sailed  on  his  accustomed  duty  on  the  morning  of  January  28,  1823,  and,  while  lying 
to,  at  the  distance  of  four  or  five  miles  from  the  coast,  he  was  informed  by  one  of  his  officers,  to  whom 
the  vessel  had  been  pointed  out  by  Howell,  that  the  piratical  schooner  was  standing  out  to  sea— a 
circumstance  which  the  memorialist  had  not  expected,  nor  had  he  any  knowledge  of  her;  that,  being 
thus  informed,  and  the  suspected  vessel  having  got  beyond  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  Spain,  he  made 
sail  in  pursuit  of  her,  and  arrested  her,  and  sent  for  Mr.  Howell,  and  it  was  proved,  by  the  papers  pro- 
duced, that  the  said  Howell  and  one  Robert  Hudgen  then  came  on  board  the  Spark,  and  made  oath  before 
the  memorialist  that  the  captured  vessel  was  the  same  which  had  committed  the  above  stated  act  of 
piracy  on  the  Nancy  Eleanor,  and  they  recognized  one  of  the  crew  of  the  captured  schooner  as  being  one 
of  the  pirates. 

The  memoralist  alleges  he  did  believe  that  the  captured  schooner  and  her  crew  had  committed  an  act 
of  piracy  on  the  Nancy  Eleanor,  and  did,  therefore,  send  her  into  the  United  States,  under  a  prize  officer, 
for  adjudication,  as  a  piratical  vessel. 

By  the  papers,  it  appears  that  this  schooner  is  the  Ninfa  Catalana,  Don  Pablo  Daunes,  master;  that 
she  was  brought  into  Norfolk,  and  by  the  United  States,  (by  Robert  Stanard,  their  attorney  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Virginia,  who  prosecuted  in  'this  respect,  as  well  for  the  United  States,  as  for  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  brig  Spark,)  was,  with  her  tackle,  apparel,  furniture,  and  armament,  libeled  in  the  district 
court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Virginia,  on  a  charge  of  piracy  and  robber^',  committed  by 
her  crew  on  the  Nancy  Eleanor,  of  Baltimore,  a  vessel  of  the  United  States,  in  October,  1822.  By  the 
decree  of  the  court,  it  appears  that  a  hearing  in  the  cause  was  had  on  the  libel;  the  answer  of  the  said 
Don  Pablo  Daunes,  and  his  claim  exhibited  against  the  cargo;  the  monition  against  the  memorialist  to  pro- 
ceed to  adjudication  upon  the  cargo;  the  protest  and  answer  of  the  memoralist,  and  replication  thereto, 
together  with  the  exhibits  filed,  and  deposition,  and  evidence  produced  by  the  parties.    The  schooner,  her 
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tackle  apparel,  furniture,  and  armament  were  dismissed  from  the  said  libel,  with  damages  to  be  paid 
by  the'  memorialist  for  the  unlawful  capture  and  detention  of  the  vessel,  and  for  the  personal  sufferings 
of  the  crew:  and,  afterwards,  on  the  coming  in  of  the  report  of  damages,  and  after  exceptions  thereto, 
on  the  5th  day  of  November,  1827,  the  said  court  decreed  that  the  said  Jesse  Wilkinson  should  pay  to 
the  said  Don  Pablo  Daunes: 

On  behalf  of  the  owners  of  the  schooner $1,171  03 

With  interest  on  $1,183.31,  from  February  2G,  1823,  until  paid;  and,  on  $5,987.72,  from  July 
26,  1823,  until  paid. 

On  behalf  of  the  said  Don  Pablo  Daunes,  his  oflScers  and  crew 1 ,900  00 

For  advances  of  the  said  Pablo 457  97 

On  behalf  of  the  owners  of  the  cargo 811   77 

With  interest  thereon,  from  May  23,  1823,  until  paid. 
And  the  costs  of  the  suit  not  stated. 

It  appears  that  the  memorialist,  November  19,  1827,  wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  informing 
him  of  this  decree;  asked  his  advice  as  to  the  propriety  of  an  appeal,  and  desired  that  he  might  be  sus- 
tained by  the  government  in  the  course  he  should  take  on  such  advice;  and  alleged  that  it  would  be 
utterly  impossible  for  him  to  give  the  requisite  security  to  appeal,  and  that  only  about  fifteen  days 
remained  in  which  to  appeal.  In  the  answer  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  of  November  22,  1827,  he 
was  informed  that  it  did  not  appear  to  the  Secretary  to  be  proper  for  the  Department  to  give  advice,  or 
make  any  engagement  which  would,  in  the  case,  create  responsibility  upon  the  Department,  and  referred 
him  to  Congress,  after  a  full  defence  in  the  judicial  tribunals. 

Throughout,  the  memorialist  alleges  that  he  acted  from  a  sense  of  duty,  and  in  the  belief  that  the 
Ninfa  Catalana  had  actually  committed  the  piracy  alleged.  At  his  request  to  the  President,  a  court  of 
inquiry  was  appointed,  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  memorialist  in  making  this  capture.  The  evi- 
dence, in  the  original  papers  on  file  in  the  Navy  Department,  is  too  voluminous  to  be  introduced  here, 
especially  as  the  result  is  stated  in  the  annexed  letter  of  Seci-etary  of  the  Navy,  of  August  13,  1823, 
that  "  there  was  no  reason  to  believe  but  that  he  acted  in  good  faith,  and  under  the  belief  that  he  was  in 
the  due  discharge  of  his  duty."  The  committee  assent  to  the  correctness  of  this  opinion,  and  add  their 
belief  of  the  fact,  alleged  by  the  memorialist,  that  he  was  unable  to  procure  the  bail  required  to  appeal 
from  the  said  decree.     He  alleges  his  person  is  daily  liable  to  be  taken  in  execution  on  this  demand. 

These,  the  committee  believe  to  be  the  principal  facts  in  the  case,  and  they  report  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  memorialist.  They  do  it  upon  the  ground  that  the  memorialist,  at  the  time  of  the  capture  and 
sending  in  of  the  schooner  Ninfa  Catalana,  had  good  reason  to  believe,  and  did  believe,  that  she  and  her 
crew  had  committed  an  act  of  piracy  and  robbery  on  the  Nancy  Eleanor,  of  Baltimore,  a  merchant  vessel 
of  the  United  States;  that  he  made  this  capture  in  good  faith,  and  in  the  reasonable  belief  that  his 
intructions,  under  the  law  of  the  United  States,  required  him  to  do  so;  and  that  he  was  too  poor,  and 
unable  to  procure  the  bail  requisite  to  enable  him  to  appeal  from  the  said  decree;  that  he  used  his 
endeavors  to  procure  an  appeal  to  be  prosecuted;  and  that,  as  relates  to  his  government,  he  ought  not, 
where  he  acted  from  probable  cause  and  under  a  sense  of  duty,  to  be  made  i-esponsible  for  any  act  of  the 
prize  master,  towards  the  captured,  which  he  could  neither  foresee  nor  prevent. 

The  committee,  from  the  nature  of  the  decree,  (part  of  the  money  bearing  interest  until  paid,)  can- 
not state  the  exact  amount  which  may  be  necessary  to  satisfy  the  money  decreed  to  be  paid  They  there- 
fore annex  a  statement  of  the  amount,  supposing  the  rate  of  interest  to  be  6  per  cent.,  and  the  time  of 
payment  to  be  May  1,  1828. 

1.  On  behalf  of  the  owners  of  the  schooner $7,171  03 

With  interest  on  $1,183.31  from  the  26th  of  Februarj^,  1823,  to  May  1,  1828, 

five  years  two  months  and  four  days $367  60 

Also,  on  $5,987.72  from  July  26,   1823,  until  May   1,   1828,   four  years  nine 

months  and  four  days 1,710  49 

2.  On  behalf  of  Don  Pablo  Duanes '. 1,900  00 

3.  And  for  his  advances 457  97 

With  interest  from  November  5,  1827,  to  May  1,  1828,  five  months  and  twenty- 
five  days 68  77 

4.  On  behalf  of  the  owners  of  the  cargo 811  77 

Interest  from  May  23,  1823,  to  May  1,  1828,  four  years  eleven  months  and 

seven  days 240  40 

2,387  26 

Amount  of  decree,  including  interest  to  May  1,  1828 $12,  728  03 

Add  taxed  costs,  as  certified 51 1  45 


$13,239  48 


To  Ihe  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Stales  of  America: 

The  petition  of  Jesse  Wilkinson,  a  master  commandant  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  most 
respectfully  showeth:  That  the  frequent  occurrence  of  acts  of  piracy  and  depredation  upon  the  commerce 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  West  Indies,  for  several  months  previously  to  the  third  of  March,  eighteen 
hundred  and  nineteen,  having  occasioned  the  passage  of  an  act  of  Congress  of  that  date,  by  which  the 
President  was  authorized  and  requested  to  employ  so  many  of  the  public  armed  vessels  as,  in  his  judg- 
ment, the  service  might  require,  in  protecting  the  merchant  vessels  of  the  United  States  from  piratical 
aggression,  several  vessels-of-war  were  accordingly  designated  for  that  service,  with  orders  to  cruise 
along  the  coasts  of  the  United  States  and  the  Floridas,  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  among  the  West  India 
islands.     The  brig  Spark  was  one  of  the  public  armed  vessels  thus  employed,  and,  in  the  month  of  August, 
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one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-two,  your  petitioner  was  appointed  to  tlie  eommand  of  her,  and 
was  furnished  from  the  Navy  Pe|iariiiiciit  wilh  instrncti.nis  <'xi.laHatnry  of  ihc  ;i(-t  of  Congress  above- 
mentioned,  and  of  the  duties  which  \\i'i('  rci|nii(il  nl'  him  in  caiix  iir^-  it  intn  cn:  riiiiini. 

By  the  fourth  paragraph  of  tli..sr  iiisirurti..Ms  ynnv  [n-iWi ■]■  w7,s  a-himnisl,,.,!  in'subdue,  seize,  and 

take  such  vessels  or  Vioats  only  :is  should  adwa//;/ iiavc  atLeuipted  or  cuiniuitted  some  piratical  aggres- 
sion, and  not  such  us  h<'  iniuht  ha\c  even  the  strongest  reason  to  suspect  of  having  been  fitted  out  or 
intended  to  be  eni|(hiyr(l  in  such  dciucdations. 

He  was  directed  to  consider  this  an  important  and  leading  regulation  in  his  conduct,  and  as  a  strong 
and  almost  controlling  circumstance  in  enabling  him  to  determine  whether  such  vessels  as  he  ini<;-ht  faU 
in  with  were  of  a  piratical  character  or  otherwisi'.  I'.y  the  coiiclnding  [lait  of  the  same  jiarauraiTli  your 
petitioner  was  expressly  authori/.eih  and,  as  he  hiunbly  conceived,  enjoined,  whenever  he  shoidd  tiudany 
boats  or  vessels,  the  crews  of  whi.h  liml  committed  any  (/c/i(f;/  violence,  outrage,  or  de|iredation  nimn 
any  vessels  of  the  I'niled  States,  or  the  c-iti/.ens  thereof,  to  snlidiie,  seize,  and  take  them,  aii<l,  nnh'ss  on 
such  capture  he  should  he  salislied  that  they  had  acted  under  some  lawful  authority,  to  send  them  in  for 
adjudication.  And  for  the  better  understanding  of  the  object  and  scope  of  the  said  instructiun.s,  your 
petitioner  respectfully  annexes  them  hereto.  l^our  petitioner  most  respectfully  represents  to  your 
honorable  body  that  the  duty  specially  assigned  to  him,  by  the  commander  of  the  squadron  to  which  he 
was  attached,  rendered  it  necessary  that  he  should  be  frequently  at  Havana;  as  it  required  him  once  a 
week  to  convoy  all  American  vessels  sailing  from  that  port  to  such  a  distance  at  sea  as  would  remove 
them  from  the  hazard  of  the  piratical  outrages  then  so  frequent  on  the  coast  of  Cuba.  On  or  about 
the  twenty- third  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-three,  while  your  petitioner 
was  in  port  waiting  for  the  fleet  of  merchantmen  which  was  to  sail  under  his  convoy,  he  was  informed 
by  a  certain  Thomas  Howell,  a  citi/.en  of  the  Fnited  States,  and  the  master  of  one  of  the  vessels  belong- 
ing to  the  fleet,  that  a  schooner  was  tiieii  lying  in  the  harbor,  from  on  board  of  which  an  act  of  robbery 
and  piracy  had  actually  been  committed  on  the  American  schooner  Nancy  Eleamjr,  of  Baltimore,  in  the 
month  of  October  preceding.  Your  petitioner,  after  receiving  this  information  from  Howell,  advised  liini 
to  make  the  same  fact  known  to  the  American  consul  at  Havana,  on  whom  the  duty  devolved  of  attend- 
ing to  such  communications  in  port,  and  at  the  same  time  stated  to  him  that  he  himseW  \\as  laccluded  by 
his  official  station,  and  by  his  orders,  from  taking  upon  himself  any  agenc^^  or  concern  in  relation  to  the 
case  while  within  the  Spanish  territories.  On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-sixth  of  January  your  petitioner 
sailed  on  his  accustomed  duty,  and  while  lying  to  at  the  distance  of  some  four  or  five  miles  from  the 
coast,  waiting  for  the  fleet  to  collect  and  form  under  his  convoy,  he  was  informed  by  one  of  his  officers, 
to  whom  the  vessel  had  been  pointed  out  by  Howell,  that  the  piratical  schooner  was  then  standing  out  to 
sea.  Your  petitioner  at  the  time  of  leaving  the  port  had  no  information  whatever,  or  suspicion  that  this 
vessel  would  so  soon  follow  him,  nor  had  he  himself  any  knowledge  of  her  so  as  to  be  capable  of  identify- 
ing her.  Being  thus  informed,  however,  and  the  suspected  vessel  having  then  passed  beyond  the  limit 
which  terminated  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  Spain,  he  made  sail  in  pursuit  of  her,  and  having  arrested 
her,  sent  his  boat  for  the  captain  of  the  Nancy  Eleanor,  one  of  the  vessels  composing  the  fleet,  and  the 
same  which  was  said  to  have  been  plundered  as  before  mentioned,  in  order  to  inquire  more  particularly 
as  to  the  identity  of  the  schooner  thus  arrested.  Howell  soon  came  (ui  board  the  S|iark,  acconi).anied  by 
his  mate,  Robert  Hudgin,  and  there  both  of  them  made  oath  that  the  vessel  then  ditained  was  the  same 
from  on  board  of  which  the  aforesaid  piratical  aggression  had  arhidllij  been  committed,  aial  that  they 
recognized  a  man  then  belonging  to  her  crew  as  one  of  those  who  had  boarded  the  Nancy  Eleanor  on 
that  occasion.  And  at  the  same  time  the  said  Howell  put  into  the  hands  of  your  petitioner  an  affidavit, 
made  by  himself  and  one  Jacob  Sheefifer  before  the  American  commercial  agent  at  Havana,  copies  of 
both  of  which  affidavits  are  hereto  annexed.  Under  these  circumstances,  and  upon  this  evidence,  your 
petitioner,  conscientiously  and  faithfully  intending  to  act  in  obedience  to  his  orders,  deemed  it  to  be  a 
duty,  imperiously  required  of  him  by  the  instructions  to  which  he  has  adverted,  to  capture  this  vessel  and 
send  her  into  the  United  States  for  adjudication.  Subsequent  events  have  shown  him  the  hazard  at 
which  an  officer,  with  whatever  good  faith  he  may  design  to  perform  his  duty,  is  sometimes  compelled  to 
carry  into  execution  orders  and  instructions  which  he  is  sworn  to  obey.  But  he  respectfully  and  confi- 
dently trusts  that  your  honorable  body  will  exonerate  and  protect  him  from  the  heavy  and  overwludming 
loss  with  which  he  is  now  threatened,  since,  situated  as  he  was,  if  he  had  not  made  the  capture  in  ques- 
tion, no  apology  he  could  have  offered,  and  no  explanation  he  could  have  given,  would  have  been  con- 
sidered adequate  to  exempt  him  from  the  severe  censure  of  his  government  and  the  just  reprobation  of 
his  fellow-citizens.  Actuated  by  all  these  considerations,  your  petitioner  ordered  a  prizemaster  and  crew 
on  board  the  vessel  thus  detained,  which  pi'oved  to  be  the  Spanish  schooner  Ninfa  Catalana,  and  sent  her 
into  the  United  States  for  adjudication.  The  officer  placed  in  charge  of  her  deemed  it  necessary  for  the 
security  of  the  prize  to  put  some  of  the  men  in  irons;  but  your  petitioner  is  perfectly  persuaded,  from  his 
intimate  knowledge  of  the  deportment  and  character  of  that  officer,  that  no  causeless  degree  of  rigor  was 
practiced  by  him,  and  that  the  prisoners  were  treated  in  all  respects  with  as  much  humanity  and  kind- 
ness as  was  consistent  with  the  duty  imposed  upon  him.  The  Ninfa  Catalana,  with  the  cargo  with 
which  she  was  laden,  arrived  at  Norfolk  about  the  twelfth  of  February,  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty-three,  and  was  delivered,  without  breaking  bulk,  to  the  marshal  of  the  United  States. 
The  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  eastern  district  of  Virginia,  the  only  court  in  which 
proceedings  could  be  instituted  against  her,  did  not  commence  its  session  until  the  month  of  May  ensu- 
ing. At  that  terra  the  legality  of  the  capture,  so  far  as  the  then  existing  evidence  could  test  it,  was 
recognized  by  the  government,  and  a  prosecution  commenced  by  its  official  agent,  the  district  attorney, 
for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  the  condemnation  of  the  vessel  under  the  act  of  Congress  before  referred  to, 
as  will  better  appear  from  a  copy  of  the  libel  hereto  annexed.  At  the  same  term,  a  claim  was  asserted 
by  Don  Pablo  I)aunes,  the  master,  in  behalf  of  the  owners  of  the  vessel  and  cargo,  for  damages  occa- 
sioned by  the  capture;  and  compensation  was  sought  by  the  master  and  crew  of  the  captured  vessel  for 
the  personal  injuries  alleged  to  have  been  sustained  by  them.  On  the  part  of  the  United  States  and  your 
petitioner,  the  cause  was  conducted  by  Robert  Stanard,  Esquire,  district  attorney,  and  Robert  B.  Taylor, 
Esquire;  but  the  claimant  having  procured  a  great  number  of  depositions  from  Havana,  Campeachy,  and 
Sisal,  all  of  which  concurred  in  proving  that  the  witnesses  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  had  erro- 
neously sworn  to  the  Ninfa  Catalana  as  the  same  vessel  from  which  the  piratical  act  before  mentioned 
had  been  committed,  the  court  deemed  it  incumbent  upon  itself  to  pronounce  a  decree  acquitting  the 
vessel,  and  condemjiing  your  petitioner  in  costs  and  damages.     A  copy  thereof  is  hereto  respectfully 
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annexed.  The  commissioners,  under  this  decree,  having  made  up  the  report  required  of  them,  and  sub- 
mitted it  for  the  ratificiition  of  the  court,  various  exceptions  were  urged  against  it  ou  the  part  of  your 
petitioner,  somr  of  which  wnv  sustained,  and  the  report  recommitted  to  be  further  acted  on.  At  tlie  late 
term  of  the  couii,  held  in  the  iminili  of  November  last,  the  report,  as  amended  by  the  commissioners,  was 
ao-ain  returned  to  Iho  rnint,  and  exceptions  being  again  filed  thereto  by  your  petitioner,  the  same  were 
argued,  and  a  final  decree  pronounced  in  the  cause,  a  copy  of  which  is  presented  herewith.  Your  peti- 
tioner had  leave  to  appeal  from  the  decree  within  thirty  days  after  the  date  thereof,  upon  his  entering 
into  bond,  with  good  and  sufScient  security,  in  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars.  He  had  already  in- 
curred considerable  disbursements  and  expenditures  in  relation  to  the  cause,  and  a  competent  tribunal 
having  thought  it  right  to  adjudicate  against  the  legality  of  the  capture,  he  did  not  know  whether  it 
would  be  expected  that  he  should  appeal  from  that  decision  or  not.  As  he  was  himself  unable,  however, 
to  give  security  to  the  amount  required,  he  wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  apprising  him  of  all  the 
circumstances,  and  desiring  to  know  what  course  he  ought  to  pursue,  and  whether,  if  he  ought  to  appeal, 
the  Department  could  render  him  any  aid  in  procuring  the  necessary  security. 

The  answer  which  he  received  informed  him  that  it  was  not  competent  for  the  Department  to  afford 
him  the  desired  assistance,  or  to  contribute,  in  any  way,  to  enable  him  to  carry  up  the  cause  to  a  supe- 
rior judicial  tribunal. 

Your  petitioner  is  therefore  compelled  to  submit  his  case  most  respectfully  to  the  consideration  of  your 
honorable  body.  He  entered  the  navy  of  the  United  States  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  five,  and, 
throughout  all  the  intervening  period,  he  has  devoted  himself  most  faithfully  to  the  service  of  his  country. 
He  trusts  he  may  be  permitted  to  say,  with  honest  pride,  that  his  conduct  has  been  approved.  In  rela- 
tion to  the  subject  of  the  present  application,  the  late  President  of  the  United  States,  persuaded  of  the 
good  faith  with  which  your  petitioner  acted,  was  pleased  to  exempt  him  from  any  censure  as  to  the 
course  which  he  pursued,  and  he  was  continued  in  actual  service,  and  transferred  to  the  command  of  a 
ship  of  the  largest  class  to  which  an  officer  of  his  grade  can  be  assigned.  Your  petitioner  most  respect- 
fully i-eprescnts  that  he  is  entirely  unable  to  satisfy  the  decree  which  has  been  rendered  against  him. 
A  resort  to  him  individually  for  its  payment  would  expose  a  wife  and  five  small  children  to  poverty  and 
destitution,  and  himself  to  an  imprisonment,  the  duration  of  which  cannot  he  foreseen.  He  forbears  to 
obtrude  upon  you  a  repetition  of  the  considerations  which  have,  in  several  similar  cases,  been  received  as 
furnishing  an  adequate  motive  for  granting  the  relief  he  now  solicits,  and  most  respectfully  prays  that  a 
law  may  be  enacted  appropriating,  out  of  the  public  treasury,  so  much  money  as  may  be  required  to  pay 
and  satisfy  the  said  decree  so  rendered,  as  aforesaid,  against  him.  And  as  in  duty  bound  he  will  ever 
pray,  &c.,  &c. 
^    ^'        '  J.  WILKINSON. 


General  instructions. 


Naty  Department,  August  6,  1822. 

Sir:  Enclosed  you  have  a  copy  of  an  act  of  Congress,  by  which  you  will  perceive  that  a  high  and 
delicate  power  is  vested  in  the  President,  in  authorizing  him  to  employ  our  public  armed  ships  in  pro- 
tecting the  merchant  vessels  of  the  United  States  and  their  crews  from  piratical  aggressions  and  depre- 
dations. It  will  readily  occur  to  you  that,  considering  the  situation  in  which  we  stand  in  relation  to 
Spain  and  the  South  American  colonies,  the  authority  given  under  this  act  must  be  exercised  with  the 
utmost  caution  and  prudence  by  our  public  vessels.  You  have  the  whole  act  laid  before  you,  that  you 
may  see  its  general  scope  and  object;  but  you  will  observe  that  the  execution  of  the  law  is  under  the 
direction  of  the  President,  so  far  as  respects  the  employment  of  our  public  vessels.  Your  conduct  will, 
therefore,  be  regulated  by  your  instructions,  although  they  may  not  go  to  the  full  length  the  law  might 
possibly  warrant. 

Under  the  .second  section  of  the  act,  authority  is  given  to  subdue,  seize,  take,  and  send  into  any  port 
of  the  United  States,  any  armed  vessel  or  boat,  or  any  vessel  or  boat,  the  crew  whereof  shall  be  armed, 
and  which  shall  have  attempted  or  committ  d  any  piratical  aggression,  search,  restraint,  depredation,  or 
seizure  upon  any  vessel  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  citizens  thereof,  or  upon  any  other  vessels. 

From  the  generality  of  this  latter  description  of  vessels,  it  would  seem  to  embrace  those  of  every 
nation  or  country  upon  which  any  piratical  aggressions  may  have  been  committed.  Admitting  the  act 
might  be  extended  thus  far,  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  the  general  object  of  tin'  law;  and  it  is 
thought  by  the  President  most  advisable,  at  present,  not  to  give  it  a  like  indisi  riminatr  practical 
construction  as  to  all  vessels.  The  great  object,  as  pointed  out  in  the  first  section  of  the  act,  was  to 
protect  the  merchant  vessels  of  the  United  States  and  their  crews  from  piratical  aggressions.  This 
will,  therefore,  be  considered  your  particular  and  special  duty.  If,  however,  you  shall  discover 
depredations  upon  other  vessels,  committed  under  such  gross  and  aggravated  circumstances  as  to  leave 
little  doubt  of  their  piratical  character,  it  will  be  your  duty  to  capture  and  bring  in  the  aggressors.  It 
is  thought  most  advisable  thus  to  distinguish  in  your  instructions,  because,  among  other  considerations, 
it  will  be  seen  that  under  the  second  section  of  the  act  you  are  only  authorized  to  7-etake  vessels  of  the 
United  States  or  its  citizens,  which  may  have  been  unlawfully  captured  upon  the  high  seas.  No  authority 
is  given  to  retake  the  vessels  of  any  foreign  nation  or  country. 

You  will  also  perceive,  under  this  second  section  of  the  act,  authority  is  only  given  to  subdue,  seize, 
and  take  such  vessels  or  boats,  &c.,  as  shall  have  attempted  or  committed  some  piratical  aggression. 
Whatever  well-grounded  suspicions  you  may  entertain  that  a  vessel  may  have  been  fitted  out,  and  is 
intended  to  be  employed  in  such  depredations,  you  will  not  molest  her,  unless  you  have  satisfactory 
evidence  that  she  has  either  attempted  or  actually  committed  some  piratical  aggression  on  some  merchant 
vessel  of  the  United  States,  or  her  crew,  or  upon  some  other  vessel  under  the  special  circumstances 
above  mentioned.  This  is  to  be  considered  an  important  and  leading  regulation  in  your  conduct,  as  it 
will  be  a  strong  and  almost  controlling  circumstance,  (considering  we  are  at  peace  with  all  the 
world,)  in  making  up  your  judgment,  whether  you  are  safe  and  justifiable  in  treating  them  as  pirates. 
Whenever,  therefore,  you  shall  find  any  boats  or  vessels,  the  crews  whereof  have  committed  any  actual 
violence,  outrage,  or  depredation^  upon  any  vessels  of  the  United  States,  or  the  citizens  thereof,  or  any 
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other  vessels,  as  above  mentioned,  yon  will  consider  yonrself  authorized  to  subdue,  seize  and  take  them, 
and  unless  on  such  capture  yuu  sIkiII  bo  satisfied  that  they  were  acting  under  some  lawful  authority', 
and  not  piratically,  to  semi  tlirm  in  \'.'V  ailjiubcation. 

The  range  of  your  crui>^c  will  \>r  alun--  the  coast  of  the  United  States  and  the  Floridas,  in  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico,  and  among  the  West  India  isUuids,  changing  yonr  position  in  such  mriniior  as  shall  liest 
answer  the  object  of  your  cruise;  touching  at  sndi  jmrts  ami  placis  as  mav  ln'  ncccssai-x-  ami  pi-npcr 
to  procure  supplies,  and  to  obtain  information  the  lidtiM-  to  caalilc  \<n\  lo  CariN-  inin  cllrCi  ihc  ojiicctts 
contemplated  in  the  act  of  Congress.  Great  reliance  is  placed  on  your  [jnidciicc  and  sound  discrc'tion 
that  you  will  so  execute  the  power  entrusted  to  j'ou  as  to  protect  tlie  commerce  of  the  United  States 
without  infringing  the  lawful  rights  of  any  other  nation  or  country,  their  citizens  or  subjects.  All 
captures  made  by  you  will  be  sent  into  one  of  the  following  ports:  Boston,  New  York,  Norfolk 
Charleston,  Savannah,  or  New  Orleans.  '  ' 

You  have  also  cmdosccl  snrh  pails  of  several  acts  of  Congress,  prohibiting  the  importation  of  slaves 
into  any  ports  or  phncs  wiiliin  the  jmisdiction  of  the  United  States,  as  are  necessary  to  point  out  to  you 
your  duty  and  authority  nn<li'r  those  laws;  and  it  is  expected  and  required  of  j'ou  by  the  President  that 
a  strict  and  vigilant  attention  be  paid  to  the  direction  therein  contained;  that  if  possible  this  inhuman 
and  disgraceful  traffic  may  be  suppressed. 

B3'  the  act  of  the  20th  of  April,  1818,  you  will  perceive  that  it  is  made  unlawful  to  import,  or  bring 
in  any  manner  whatsoever  into  the  United  States  or  Territories  tliei'<'ol',  IVoni  any  foreign  kingdom, 
place,  or  country,  any  negro,  mnlatto,  or  person  of  color,  with  intent  to  hold,  sell,  or  dispose  of  such 
person  as  a  slave,  or  to  be  held  to  service.  By  this  act  it  is  also  madi'  unlaw  fnl  lor  any  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  or  other  person,  to  Imild,  equip,  load,  fit,  or  otherwise  pi-epare  any  ship  or  vessel  in  any 
port  or  place  within  the  jurisdiction  of  t  lie  I'm  ted  States,  or  to  cause  any  sueli  ship  or  vessel  to  sail  from  any 
port  or  place  whatsoever  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  Stales,  lor  the  purpose  of  procuring  and 
transporting  any  such  slaves  to  any  [lort  or  place  whatever.  And  any  ship  or  vessel  employed  in  such 
importation  of  slaves,  or  so  built,  fitted  out,  or  prepared,  is  liable  to  be  seized  and  forfeited. 

And,  by  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1819,  the  President  is  authorized  to  employ  any  of  the  armed 
vessels  of  the  United  States  to  cruise  in  such  places  as  he  may  think  proper,  where  he  may  judge 
attempts  may  be  made  to  carry  on  the  slave  trade,  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  or  residents  thereof, 
in  contravention  of  the  acts  of  Congress  prohibiting  the  same;  ami  to  iusiniel  sudi  armed  vessel  to  seize, 
take,  and  bring  into  any  port  of  the  United  States,  to  lie  piociMiled  against  aeeording  to  law,  all 
ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States,  wheresoever  found,  which  may  have  taken  on  board,  or  which  may 
be  intended  for  the  purpose  of  taking  on  board,  or  of  transporting,  or  may  have  transp(jrted,  any  negro, 
mnlatto,  or  person  of  color,  in  violation  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  20th  of  April,  1818, 
above  referred  to,  or  in  violation  of  any  other  act  or  acts  prohibiting  the  traffic  in  slaves. 

You  will  perceive,  from  the  generality  of  the  provisions  in  these  laws,  you  are  authorized  to  take 
and  bring  in  all  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States  which  may  have  been  in  any  manner  employed,  or 
intended  to  be  employed,  in  the  slave  trade,  or  any  other  vessel  offending  against  the  provisions  of  any 
of  the  laws  you  have  enclosed.  You  will  particularly  notice  the  two  provisos  to  the  first  section  of  the 
act  of  1819,  the  first  of  which  directs  in  what  manner  you  are  to  keep  ami  dispose  of  the  slaves  which 
may  be  found  on  board  of  any  shi}!  or  vessel  seized  by  you.  If  brouglit  within  the  United  States,  they 
are  to  be  delivered  to  the  marshal  of  the  district  where  brought  in;  and  transmit  the  evidence  of  such 
delivery  to  this  Department.  It  is  the  wish  of  the  President,  however,  that  none  should  be  brought  into 
the  United  States.  Upon  the  capture,  therefore,  of  any  vessel  having  slaves  on  board,  you  will 
immediately  proceed  to  the  Island  of  Sherbro,  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  deliver  such  slaves  to  the  agent 
appointed  by  the  President  to  receive  them,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  act,  or  to  any  other  agent 
so  appointed  at  any  other  place  on  the  coast  of  Africa.  The  second  proviso  relatis  to  the  disposition  of 
the  officers  and  crews  of  such  vessels  so  captured  by  you.  Great  vigilance  will  he  expected  from  you  in 
the  safe  keeping  of  all  such  officers  and  crews,  until  they  shall  be  handed  over  to  the  civil  authority,  to 
be  proceeded  against  according  to  law. 

You  will  also  observe  that,  by  the  fifth  section  of  this  act,  it  is  made  your  duty  to  bring  any  vessel, 
and  her  cargo,  you  may  capture,  into  some  of  the  ports  of  the  State  or  Territory  to  which  the  captured 
vessel  shall  belong,  if  you  can  ascertain  the  same;  if  not,  then  into  any  convenient  port  of  the  United 
States. 

The  range  of  your  cruising  for  this  purpose  will  be  the  same  as  that  pointed  out  in  the  former  part 
of  your  instructions  in  relation  to  pirates. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant,  JOHN  BOYLE. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Capt  Jesse  Wilkinson,  commanding  U.  S.  Brig  Spark,  Norfolk,  Va. 


Additional  general  insfructioiis. 

N.i^T"  Department,  August  7,  1822. 
You  will  not  consider  your  general  instructions,  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  slave  trade,  as  autho'rizing  you,  at  any  place  out  of  the  waters  of  the  United  States,  to  search, 
capture,  or,  in  any  manner  whatever,  to  interrupt  vessels  under  any  other  than  the  American  flag.  Nor 
will  you,  in  the  execution  of  your  instructions  for  the  suppression  of  piracy  and  the  protection  of  our 
commerce,  infringe  upon  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  any  other  power. 
By  order,  &c. 

JOHN  BOYLE. 
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We  do  solemnly  swear  by  the  Holy  Evang'elists  of  Almighty  God  that  the  schooner  now  detained  by 
the  United  States  brig  Spark,  J.  Wilkinson,  Esq.,  commander,  is  the  same,  and  the  man  now  before  us 
one  of  the  number,  who  boarded  the  schooner  Nancy  Eleanor,  of  Baltimore,  about  the  16th  of  October 
last,  and  plundered  her  of  a  number  of  articles,  as  expressed  in  a  deposition  before  John  Warner,  com- 
mercial ag-ent  at  Havana  for  the  United  States,  dated  25th  January,  1823. 

THOMAS  HOWELL. 
ROBERT  HUDGEN. 
U.  S.  Bkig  Spark,  January  26,  1823. 

Sworn  and  signed  before 

J.  WILKINSON,  commanding  U.  S.  Brig  SjMrt. 


Copy  of  a  deposition  taken  before  the  commercial  agent  at  Havana. 

United  States  commercial  agency: 

Personally  appeared  Thomas  Howell,  master  of  the  Amei-ican  schooner  Nancy  Eleanor,  of  Baltimore, 
before  me,  John  Warner,  commercial  agent  of  the  United  States  of  America  at  the  city  of  Havana, 
who,  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God,  did  depose  and  say:  That  he  sailed  on 
board  the  said  schooner  Nancy  Eleanor  as  a  supercargo  from  the  port  of  Trinidad,  in  the  Island  of 
Cuba,  on  the  7th  day  of  October  last,  or  thereabouts,  said  vessel  then  under  the  command  of  John  W. 
Butler,  with  a  cargo  of  sugar,  beans,  beeswax,  wine,  rum,  tobacco,  segars,  &c.,  &c.,  bound  to  the  port 
of  Balize,  in  the  Bay  of  Honduras. 

That  said  vessel  was  boarded,  on  or  about  the  16th  of  said  luonth  of  October,  by  the  crew  of  a 
schooner,  Santissima  Trinidad,  consisting  of  nine  men,  under  Coh)mbian  colors,  and  said  to  be  from  Santa 
Martha,  bound  on  a  cruise.  The  said  crew,  on  boarding  of  us,  demanded  of  Captain  Butler  his  papers, 
which  were  accordingly  given  up,  and  after  examining  said  papers,  they  declared  to  Captain  Butler  that 
his  vessel  and  cargo  was  a  good  and  lawful  prize  to  them;  and  they  immediately  commenced  tearing  up 
the  hatches  and  taking  out  of  the  hold,  say  ten  barrels  sugar,  ten  barrels  beans,  four  bales  beeswax,  six 
kegs  wine,  six  kegs  rum,  two  bales  tobacco,  ten  boxes  segars,  three  half  barrels  filberts,  with  some 
other  articles  not  now  recollected;  all  of  which  were  put  upon  the  deck,  and  the  said  crew  then  proceeded 
to  search  the  cabin,  and  took  from  thence  eighteen  straw  hats,  one  barrel  rum,  one  lump,  401bs.,  sugar,  one 
box  segars,  a  part  of  a  bale  of  tobacco,  one  barrel  Cognac  brandy,  and  some  other  articles  belonging  to 
passengers;  which  articles  they  passed  into  the  boat,  leaving  the  aforementioned  articles  taken  out  of 
the  hold  upon  the  deck,  stating  that,  notwithstanding  said  schooner  was  a  good  prize  to  them,  yet  they 
did  not  consider  it  an  object  to  hold  her,  and  accordingly  left  us;  the  wind  blowing  fresh  and  the  sea 
running  high.  This  deponent  doth  further  declare,  that  said  schooner  is  about  190  tons,  her  stern 
unusually  straight,  coppered  within  two  streaks  of  her  bends,  a  lead  colored  boot  top,  her  sides  painted 
black  with  a  white  streak,  her  scuttle  abaft  the  companion  covered  with  a  wooden  grating,  with  some- 
thing like  a  round  house  or  necessary  erected  on  her  larboard  quarter,  armed  with  one  pivot  gun  situate 
well  forward;  which  vessel,  called  the  Santissima  Trinidad,  aforesaid,  this  deponent  doth  verily  believe  is 
now  in  this  harbor  of  Havana. 

THOMAS  HOWELL. 

Sworn  and  signed  before  me,  the  commercial  agent  of  the  United  States  of  America  at  Havana,  to 
which  I  hereby  affix  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  my  office,  at  the  city  of  Havana  aforesaid,  this  twenty-fifth 
day  of  Januarv,  1823,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  of  America  the  forty-seventh. 

JOHN  WARNER. 

Jacob  Shaeffer,  seaman  on  board  the  aforesaid  schooner  Nancy  Eleanor,  having  heard  the  aforesaid 
deposition  read,  doth  depose  to  the  truth  of  what  is  therein  set  forth. 

JACOB  SHAEFFER. 
Sworn  and  signed  before  me. 

JOHN  AVARNER. 


Copy  of  the  libel  in  the  case  of  the  United  States,  &c.,  against  the  schooner  Ninfa  Catalana,  dc. 

Before  you,  the  honorable  Saint  George  Tucker,  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  district  of  Virginia,  comes  Robert  Stanard,  attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Virginia, 
who  prosecutes  in  this  respect  for  the  said  United  States,  and  also  for  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  brig  Spark, 
a  public  vessel-of-war  of  the  United  States,  and,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  said  United  States  and  the 
officers  and  crew  aforesaid,  alleges,  propounds,  and  charges  as  follows,  that  is  to  say: 

Firstly.  That  by  an  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  passed  the day  of , , 

it  is  among  other  things  provided  and  enacted  that  whenever  any  vessel  or  boat,  from  which  any  piratical 
aggression,  search,  restraint,  depredation  or  seizure  shall  have  been  first  attempted  or  made,  shall  be 
captured  or  brought  into  any  port  of  the  United  States,  the  same  shall  and  may  be  adjudged  and  con- 
demned to  their  own  use  and  that  of  the  captors,  after  due  process  and  trial  in  any  court  having  admiralty 
jurisdiction,  and  which  shall  be  holden  for  the  district  into  which  such  captured  vessel  shall  be  brought. 
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Serondh/.   That  on  ov  alxiut  tho  IHth  da^y  of  OctoIxT    lS''-2    on  tlic  lii^.-li  and  ( 
Gulf  of  ^fcxi.'n,  a  rcilaiii  vessel  railed  ll„.  Snitissiiiia  Trini.jad',  and  siii,-r  .■u'll,.,| 


lawlnl  ;' 

.   tlic  hi-h 


the 


property  of  citizens  of  tlic  said  ruiicd  Slaic-^,  widi  a  car,-.,  oii  Im.-.rd,  Ihr  pnipiaiN-  alsu  uf  c'ili/.cns  uf  the 
said  United  States,  and  eii--a;_-iMl  in  liiwl'iil  i-diuincrcr,  ihcn  and  tlnar  alsu  licinu-:  the  said  last  nuaiti.incd 
vessel  was  then  and  there  <lclailnMl  hy  the  Inree  ami  |M,\v<a-  ul'  tlie  said  \-essel  eaileil  tlie  SailVissima  'I'rini- 
dad,  otherwise  called  Ihi'  Niida  Catalana,  an  I  nf  (he  pers.ms  naNa-alin--  that  \cs^e|  and  di\-ers  liei'sens 
the  officers  and  crew  uf  ihe  said  \essrl  ,-alle  I  ilie  Saniis.sima  Trinidad. 'T,iliei'\\i>e  rall'i'd  (li,.  Xinl  iCatafi- 
na,  did  then  and  there,  vrilli  Inree  and  aims,  IV.nn  Hie  said  vessel  called  ihe  Sanlissima  Tiinidad  el  lic'ruisa- 
called  the  Ninfa  t'alalana.  nnlawrnllv  and  pi  'alicallv  ent.'r  mien  heai'd  Invak  and  se  ,r.-|i  th-  -,id  vs  ad' 
called  the  Nancy  Kleaimr,  nf  lUiltimere,  the  pi-.ii.eriy  as  alWivsaid  ef  eil  i/.ens  ef  ||,.-  Inited  Slates,  and 
divers  articles,  tnwil:  ten  lunrels  el'  sn-'ai-,  ten  harrels  of  heans,  leni-  harrels  ef  heeswax  sr<  ke.'-s  nf 
wine,  six  ke.<i,-s  of  nun,  twe  hales  of  tohacco,  ten  boxes  seyars,  eiL;-hteeH  straw  hats,  one  h'ai-rel  olliiiii 
and  one  barrel  of  Inaiidy  of  the  cargo,  and  other  property  on  board  the  said  \-e,-;^i-l  calliMl  the  Xaney 
Eleanor,  of  IJaUiiuerc,  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  said  United  States,  did  then  and  theie  unlaw  luilv  anil 
piratically  rob,  take  and  carry  away;  whereby  an  act  of  piratical  a,ggression.  search,  lestiaint.  deiireihi- 
tiou  and  seizure  was  then  and  there  eonnnitted  from  the  said  vessel  (■alleij  the  .^antissima  'I'rinidad.  other- 
wise called  the  Ninfa.  Catalana,  on  and  a--aiiist  the  said  vessel  ealleij  the  Nancy  Kleanoi,  of  nallimore 
and  the  cargo  and  luojierty  afi>resaid  on  bna-.d  that  vessel,  and  l)y  loree  of  the  bi  fore  recileil  ad  of  Con- 
gress or  otherwise,  the  sa'id  vessel  calh'd  (he  S.antissinia  Trinidad,  otherwise  called  the  Xiida  Catalana, 
was  and  is  liable  to  seizure,  capture,  I'orleiinre  and  condemnation. 

Thirdly.  That  Jesse  Wilkinson  is.  and  at  tli<^  times  hereafter  mentioned  in  this  libel  was,  commander 
of  the  bri.o-  Sj.ark,  a  public  vessel-ol- war  of  the  United  States. 

Foiuililij.  That  after  the  eominitting  of  the  said  act  of  piratical  aggression,  search,  restraint,  depre- 
dation and  sei/jin-  tVoin  the  saiil  vessel  called  the  Santissima  Trinidad,  otherwise  called  the  Ninfa  Cata- 
lana, to  wit,  on  or  about  the  i>(Jth  day  of  January,  1823,  on  the  high  seas,  on  the  Atlantic  ocean,  the  said 
Jesse  Wilkinson,  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  said  brig  Spark,  did  subdue,  seize  and  capture  the  said  ves- 
sel called  tlie  Santissima  Trinidad,  otherwise  called  the  Ninfa  Catalana,  as  liable  to  capture,  forfeiture 
and  condemnation,  by  reason  of  the  committing  of  the  said  act  of  piratical  aggression,  search,  restraint 
depredation  and  seizure,  or  otherwise, 

Fifthly.  That  the  said  vessel  called  the  Santissima  Trinidad,  otherwise  called  the  Ninfa  Catalana, 
having  been  so  seized  and  taken  as  aforesaid,  has  been  brought  into  the  port  of  Norfolk,  a  port  of  the 
United  States,  for  legal  adjudication,  and  is  now  in  the  said  port,  within. the  jurisdiction  of  this  honorable 
court. 

Sixthly.  That  by  reason  of  the  premises  the  said  vessel  called  the  Santissima  Trinidad,  otherwise 
called  the  Ninfa  Catalana,  her  tackle,  apparel,  furniture  and  armament  have  become  forfeited  to  the  said 
United  States,  and  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  said  brig  called  the  Spark,  a  public  vessel-of-war  of  the 
said  United  States. 

Lastly.  That  all  the  premises  are  and  were  true,  of  which  proof  being  made,  the  said  attorney  prays 
the  usual  process  and  monition  of  the  honorable  court  in  this  behalf  to  be  made,  and  that  all  persons  inte- 
rested in  the  said  vessel  caUeil  the  Santissima  Trinidad,  otherwise  called  the  Ninfa  Catalana,  her  tackle, 
apparel,  furniture,  and  aiinament,  may  be  cited,  in  general  and  special,  to  answer  the  premises;  and  all 
due  proceedings  bein,i;-  had,  the  said  vessel  called  the  Santissima  Trinidad,  otherwise  called  the  Ninfa 
Catalana,  her  tackle,  apparel,  furniture,  and  armament,  may,  for  the  cause  aforesaid,  and  others  appearing, 
or  that  may  appear,  be  condemned  as  forfeited  by  the  definitive  sentence  and  decree  of  this  honorable 
court;  and  that  the  same  may  be  sold,  and  distribution  of  the  proceeds  thereof  made  according  to  law. 

ROBERT  STANARD, 
Attorney  of  United  States  for  the  District  of  Virginia. 


At  a  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Virginia,  held  at  the  court  house,  in  the  borough 
of  Norfolk,  on  Monday,  the  fourteenth  day  of  November,  in  the  j^ear  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-five: 


fITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  as  well 
•  tlie  officers  and  crew  of  the  Unitea  Sta 
3  Wilkinson,   Esq.,   commander, 


,  lier  tackle,  apparel,  furniti 


This  court,  having  had  under  its  consideration  the  libel  filed  by  the  United  States,  in  their  own  behalf, 
and  in  behalf  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  brig-of-war  Spark,  Jesse  Wilkinson,  commander,  against  the 
schooner  Ninfa  Catalana,  her  tackle,  apparel,  armament,  and  furniture,  and  the  claim  and  answer  of  Don 
Pablo  Daunes,  master  and  commander  of  the  said  schooner;  and,  also,  the  claim  exhibited  by  the  said 
Don  Pablo  Daunes  against  the  cargo  of  the  said  schooner  Ninfa  Catalana;  the  monition,  against  the  said 
Jesse  Wilkinson,  to  proceed  to  adjudication  upon  the  said  cargo;  the  protest  and  answer  of  the  said  Jesse 
Wilkinson,  and  the  replication  thereto,  together  with  the  several  exhibits  filed,  and  depositions  and  evi- 
dence produced,  on  the  part  and  behalf  of  the  said  parties,  respectively;  doth  adjudge,  order  and  decree, 
that  the  libel  aforesaid,  against  the  said  schooner  Ninfa  Catalana,  her  tackle,  apparel,  armament,  and 
furniture,  be  dismissed,  with  damages  for  the  unlawful  capture  and  subsequent  detention  thereof;  and, 
also,  damages  for  the  personal  sufferings  and  injuiics  sustained  by  the  master,  officers,  and  crew  of  the 
said  schooner  Ninfa  Catalana,  by  reason,  and  in  eonsiMpience  of,  the  said  capture  and  detention.  And  it 
appearing,  by  a  former  order  of  this  court,  that   the  cargo  aforesaid  has  been  restored  to  the  cMniants 
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aforesaid,  without  prejudice  to  the  question  of  damages,  the  court  doth  now  overrule  the  protest  of  the 
said  Jesse  Wilkinson  to  the  claim  and  mnnition  nf  the  said  Don  Pablo  Daunes;  and  doth  further  order, 
adjudge,  and  decree  that  the  said  Jesse  \Vilkiiisnn  pay  to  the  said  claimant,  for  and  in  behalf  of  the 
respective  owners  of  the  cargo  aforesaid,  the  ihuuages  sustained  thereupon  by  reason  of  the  unlawful 
capture  and  detention  of  the  said  schoniier  as  af.-resaid;  and  to  the  end  that  the  said  damages  hereby 
decreed  may  be  truly  and  justly  ascertained,  tlie  court  doth  constitute  and  appoint  John  Cowper,  John 
Tabb,  David  Maitland,  John  R.  Howard,  and  \Vrii;lit  Southgate,  commissioners,  to  estimate  and  settle 
the  amount  thereof,  having  regard  tu  the  several  items  or  principles  set  forth  in  the  schedule  filed  by  the 
claimant,  in  pursuance  of  the  direction  lieretofore  given  by  the  court.  And  the  said  commissioners,  any 
three  of  whom  are  empowered  to  act  in  the  premises,  shall,  before  they  proceed  therein,  be  sworn  before 
a  public  notary  fairly  and  impartially  to  estimate  and  settle  the  amount  of  dam.ages  as  aforesaid,  and  are 
to  give  reasonable  notice  to  the  claimant,  and  to  the  said  Jesse  Wilkinson,  respectively,  or  to  their 
respective  agents  or  attorneys,  of  the  several  times  of  their  assembling  to  hear  and  receive  the  testimony 
upon  which  this  decree  is  to  be  carried  into  effect;  and  of  their  doings,  by  virtue  thereof,  they  are  to  make 
report  at  or  before  the  next  meeting  of  this  court. 


At  a  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  eastern  district  of  Virginia,  held  at  the  court  house,  in  the 
borough  of  Norfolk,  on  Monday,  the  fifth  day  of  November,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-seven: 


THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  as  well  in  behalf  of 
as  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  United  States  brig-of- 
Jesse  Wilkinson,  Esq.,  commander, 
agairst 
THE  SCHOONER  NINFA  CATALANA,  her  tackle,  apparel, 
and  furniture. 


This  cause  came  on  again  to  be  heard  upon  the  papers,  exhibits,  depositions,  and  evidence,  heretofore 
filed  and  produced,  and  upon  the  amended  report  of  the  commissioners,  to  whom  the  former  report  was 
recommitted,  and  upon  the  exceptions  filed  in  behalf  of  the  captor,  Jesse  Wilkinson,  to  the  said  amended 
report,  and  was  argued  by  counsel.  On  consideration  whereof,  the  court — overruling  all  the  exceptions, 
as  to  the  first  article  of  the  said  report,  except  as  relates  to  the  period  from  which  the  interest  ought  to 
have  been  calculated;  overruling,  also,  all  the  exceptions  as  to  the  second  article  of  the  said  report;  sus- 
taining the  exceptions  as  to  first,  second,  and  fifth  sections  of  the  third  article  of  the  report;  sustaining, 
also,  the  exception  to  the  third  section  of  that  article,  so  far  as  the  same  embraces  charges  and  expenses 
upon  the  cargo,  incurred  subsequently  to  the  day  of  the  restitution  of  the  cargo,  and  adoptin.i;-,  in  lieu  of 
the  said  third  article,  the  substitute  therefor,  appended  to  the  said  report,  and  marketl  A — doih  adjudge, 
order,  and  decree,  that  the  aforesaid  Jesse  Wilkinson  pay  to  Don  Pablo  Daunes,  the  claimant  in  this  cause, 
for  and  in  behalf  of  the  owner  of  the  aforesaid  schooner,  the  Ninfa  Catalana,  the  sum  of  seven  thousand 
one  hundred  and  seventy-one  dollars  and  three  cents;  with  interest  on  eleven  hundred  and  eighty- three 
dollars  and  thirty-one  cents,  part  thereof,  from  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-three,  until  paid;  and  on  five  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty-seven  dollars  and 
seventy-two  cents,  the  residue  thereof,  from  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-three,  until  paid;  and,  also,  that  the  said  Jesse  Wilkinson  pay  to  the  said  claimant,  in  behalf 
of  himself  and  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  said  schooner,  the  sum  of  nineteen  hundred  dollars,  to  be 
distributed  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Totheclaimant,  Don  Pablo  Daunes,  $400;  Nicholas  Gorgoll,  $400;  Jose  Maria  Peres,  $100;  Pedro  Rive- 
ro,  $100;  Tomas  de  la  Santos,  $100;  Benita  Bertrean,  $100;  Juan  Medino,  $100;  Ines  Vicunia,  $100;  Fran- 
cis Menesses,  $100;  Jose  Antonio  Rodrigues,  $100;  Domingo  Valeto,  $100;  Jose  Maria  Pereira,  $100; 
Jose  Maria  Telefort,  $100;  and  that  the  said  Jesse  Wilkinson  also  pay  to  said  claimant  the  sum  of  $457.97, 
the  sum  advanced  by  him,  in  behalf  of  himself,  his  officers,  and  crew,  as  appears  from  the  second  article 
of  the  report  of  the  commissioners;  and,  also,  that  the  said  Jesse  Wilkinson  pay  to  the  said  claimant,  in 
behalf  of  the  owners  of  the  cargo  of  the  aforesaid  schooner,  Ninfa  Catalana,  the  sum  of  $811.77,  according 
to  the  aforesaid  substitute  for  the  third  article  of  the  said  report,  with  interest  thereon  from  the  twenty- 
third  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-three,  until  paid;  and  that  the  said  Jesse 
Wilkinson  also  pay  to  the  said  claimant  all  the  costs  of  court  by  him  incurred  in  the  course  of  the  prose- 
cution of  this  cause;  in  taxing  which  costs,  the  clerk  is  to  except  therefrom  any  charge,  if  any  there  be, 
which  may  have  been  already  allowed  by  the  commissioners  in  their  report. 

District  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  Eastern  District  of  Virginia,  ] 
Cler-k's  Office,  Norfolk,  December  22,  1827.  j 

I,  Seth  Foster,  clerk  of  the  said  court,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  writings,  numbered  from 
one  to  five,  inclusive,  are  true  copies  of  the  original  affidavits,  libel,  and  decrees,  of  which  they  severally 
purport  to  be  copies;  which  said  originals  are  filed  and  of  record  in  the  district  court  aforesaid. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  affixed  the  seal  of  the  said  court,  this 
[seal  1  twenty-second  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 

*-        ■-'  twenty-seven. 

SETH  FOSTER,  aerk. 

Schedule  of  taxed  costs,  United  States  of  America  vs.  Schooner  Ninfa  Catalana. 

I,  Seth  Foster,  clerk  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Virginia,  at  Norfolk, 
do  hereby  certify  that  the  annexed  schedule  contains  a  true  account  or  the  costs  of  prosecution  allowed 
in  the  case  of  the  Ninfa  Catalana,  io  wit: 
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Attorney's  fee <;n  00 

Marshal  of  Virginia,  custody  and  fee ^n3  OO 

Marshal  of  Maryland,  serving  three  subpoenas  and  traveling,  &c.,  at  $  10  cacli .'.'.',".'     31   50 

Clerk,  his  fees,  issuing  citali. Ill,  iiK. nil  inn,  returns,  and  subpoenas,  entering  protests,  depositions,  co'n- 

tinuances,  entering  the  .m d.  r  u|  .nurt,  final  decree,  and  records  and  exemplification  thereof. . .     50  95 

Publishing  interlocutory  urilcr  ami  lilicl '  '  *      ']o  oO 

Commissioners'  charge,  appointed  by  the  court  to  estimate  the  amount  of  damages,  three' com- 
missioners, 12  days,  at  $0  per  day,  is  $12  each ' . .   |216  00 

Clerk  to  the  commissioners,  11  days,  at  $3  per  day 33  qq 
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There  is  an  account,  filed  by  Don  Pablo  Daunes,  of  incidental  expenses  incurred  by  him  in  the  prose- 
cution of  the  suit,  and  which  have  not  yet  been  submitted  to  the  court,  not  noticed  in  the  above  schedule 
In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  affixed  my  seal  of  office,  at  Norfolk,  this 
[seal.]  twentj'-fifth  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-eight 

SETH  FOSTER,   Clerk. 


Navy  Department,  February  8,  1828. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  letter,  without  date,  received  on  the  6th  inst.,  respecting 
the  case  of  Master  Commandant  Jesse  Wilkinson,  and  to  make  the  following  answers  to  inquiries  which 
it  contains. 

Soon  after  the  Ninfa  Catalana  was  brought  into  Norfolk,  viz:  on  the  31st  of  May,  1823,  a  court  of 
inquiry  was  ordered,  on  llir  .qiiilication  of  Master  Commandant  Wilkinson.  The  original  record  of  that 
trial  is  enclosed  as  a  paper  trndiiiu  t..  show  the  grounds  of  making  the  capture.  The  original  record 'is 
sent  because  it  is  not  pnssibh'  h>  prepare  a  copy,  and  I  have,  respectfully,  to  request  that  it  may  be 
returned  to  the  Department  after  the  committee  have  used  it.  The  result  of  the  inquiry,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Executive,  at  that  time,  is  found  in  the  letter  from  the  Department  to  Master  Commandant  Wilkin- 
son, marked  A. 

Since  that  letter  no  correspondence  is  found  between  the  Department  and  Master  Commandant 
Wilkinson,  on  this  subject,  until  that  of  which  papers  B  and  C  are  copies,  and  which  are  referred  to  in 
his  memorial. 

1  have  not  been  able  to  discover  any  case  which  approaches  so  near,  in  principle,  to  this,  as  that  of 
Captain  Murray,  which  was  provided  for  by  act  of  Congress,  approved  31st  of  January,  1805,  to  which 
I  beg  leave  to  refer  you.  The  papers  in  the  case  will  probably  be  found  on  the  files  of  the'  House  of 
Representatives. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c.,  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Hon.  Michael  Hoefjiax,  Chairman  Naval  Committee,  Hou><e  of  Repreaentatifes. 


A. 

Navy  Department,  August  13,  1823. 
Sir:  I  have  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  President  the  proceedings  of  the  court  of  inquiry  on 
your  conduct  in  the  capture  of  the  Spanish  schooner  Ninfa  Catalana,  who  has  instructed  me  to  say  to  you 
that,  considering  this  vessel  was  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Spanish  authorities  of  the  Island  of  Cuba 
when  Captain  Howell  made  his  application  and  complaint  to  you,  it  would  have  been  more  prudent  and 
discreet  in  you  to  have  turned  him  over  to  such  authorities  for  redress.  Nevertheless,  as  there  is  no 
reason  to  believe  but  that  you  acted  in  good  faith,  and  under  the  belief  that  you  were  in  the  due  discharge 
of  your  duty,  he  does  not  think  your  conduct  deserving  of  censure. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

SMITH  THOMPSON. 
Capt.  Jesse  Wilkinson,   United  States  Navy,  Norfolk,  Va. 


B. 

Norfolk,  November  19,  1827. 

Sir:  By  the  late  decision  of  Judge  Hay,  in  the  case  of  the  Spanish  schooner  Ninfa  Catalana,  I  have 
been  sentenced  in  damages  to  the  amount  of  ten  thousand  dollars  and  upwards,  besides  cost  and  charges, 
which,  included,  amount  to  upwards  of  thirteen  thousand  dollars. 

I  have  been  advised  by  my  counsel  to  represent  the  case  to  you,  and  to  ask  your  advice  as  to  the 
propriety  of  an  appeal,  and  to  request  that  I  might  be  sustained  by  the  government  in  the  course  you  may 
advise,  as  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  for  me  to  give  security  for  the  amount  required. 

I  herewith  enclose  you  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  your  predecessor,*  to  show  the  view  taken  of  the 
subject  at  that  time,  and  I  do  assure  you,  sir,  that  I  was  actuated  in  the  whole  affair  by  a  sense  of  duty, 

•  The  enclosure  is  that  marked  A. 
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and  I  feel  cnnfident  tliat  it  will  be  conceded,  by  all  parties,  that  I  liad  no  other  alternative  left  me  than 
the  convsc  1  oiiisncil.  1  w;is  cniiipelled  to  act  upon  ex  parte  testimony,  and  could  never  have  convinced 
the  iiciiiilc  ..V  ilic  I'liilril  Stiifcs  tliat  the  vessel  in  question  was  not  a  pirate,  had  I  not  sent  her  in 
for  adjiiiliiMlinii :  nml,  iii(irc(i\cr,  I  Ijave  had  the  most  satisfactory  evidence  that  she  was  a  vessel  of  that 
description;  Imt  siuli  is  the  corrupt  state  of  things  in  Havana  that,  for  money,  testimony  may  be  pro- 
cured to  prove  anythin.u-.  _  .,,,,. 

My  counsel,  (Jeiieral  Taylor,  is  of  opinion  that  to  proceed  against  me  was  illegal;  having-  acted 
under  the  spirit  of  mv  orders,  it  should  have  been  an  affair  between  the  Spanish  and  American  govern- 
ments. I  have  also  been  informed  by  the  counsel  for  the  plaintiffs  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  in  a  conversation  with  General  Pegram,  the  marshal,  stated  that  the  government  would  be  bound 
to  sustain  whatever  damages  might  be  awarded. 

There  is  still  about  fifteen  days  to  run  of  the  time  allowed  for  an  appeal ;  I  should,  therefore,  be 
pleased  to  know  your  decision  within  that  period. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant,  J.  AVILKINSON. 

Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Navy  Department,  November  22,  182Y. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  upon  the  subject  of  damages,  costs,  and  charges 
in  the  case  of  the  schooner  Ninfa  Catalana. 

It  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  proper  for  this  Department  to  give  advice,  or  make  any  engagement 
which  would  create  responsibility  upon  it,  in  your  case.  There  is  no  discretion  which  it  can  legally 
exercise,  nor  any  appropriation  out  of  which  it  can  pay  any  money  for  your  relief.  The  appeal  must  be, 
as  in  other  cases,  to  Congress.  For  success  there  it  is  probably  indispensable  that  you  should  fully 
defend  yourself  before  the  judicial  tribunals. 

I  am,  respectfully,  &c.,  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Master  Commandant  Jesse  Wilkinson,   United  States  Navy,  Norfolk. 
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RULES   ADOPTED    FOR    THE    SELECTION    OF   COMMISSIONED   AND  WARRANT    OFFICERS 
FOR  THE  NAVY. 

communicated  to  the  house  of  representatives  march  14,    1828. 

Navy  Department,  March  12,  1828. 

Sir:  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  having  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  of  the  18th  February,  1828,  directing  him  "to  inform  the  House  what  rule,  if  any, 
has  been  adopted  in  hi*  Department  for  the  selection  of  the  very  numerous  list  of  candidates  for  com- 
missions or  warrants,  such  as  the  service  of  these  United  States  may  require  from  time  to  time;  show- 
ing, specifically,  how  far  the  honor  and  advantage  likely  to  result  therefrom  has  been  or  is  equalized 
among  the  citizens  of  each  and  all  the  States;  also,  what  additional  laws  or  regulations  are,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  Department,  wanted  to  enable  the  country  to  get  rid  of  such  as  have  been  received  into 
the  service,  and  are  waiting  orders,  from  a  knowledge  of  their  disqualification  to  be  trusted  in  the 
service,  although  their  conduct  may  not  have  been  such  as  properly  to  subject  them  to  be  court- 
martialed;  also,  the  number  of  such  officers  and  midshipmen  now  known  to  be  in  the  service;  and 
whether  those  reported  as  waiting  orders  are  on  whole  or  half  pay,"  has  now  the  honor  to  present  the 
following  report: 

The  resolution  is  understood  to  make  four  inquiries: 

1st.  "What  rule  has  been  adopted,  in  the  selection  of  candidates  for  commissions  or  warrants,  so  as 
to  equalize  the  honor  and  advantage  of  the  appointments  in  the  navy  among  the  several  States;  and  how 
far  the  same  have  been  equalized?" 

2d.  "  How  many  officers  and  midshipmen  are  now  known  to  be  in  the  service,  and  are  waiting  orders, 
from  a  knowledge  of  their  disqualification  to  be  trusted  in  the  service,  although  their  conduct  may  not 
have  been  such  as  properly  to  subject  them  to  be  court-martialed?" 

3d.  "What  additional  laws  or  regulations  are,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Department,  wanted  to  enable 
the  country  to  get  rid  of  such?"     And, 

4th.   "Whether  those  reported  as  waiting  orders  are  on  whole  or  half  pay?" 

Previous  to  the  3d  January,  1826,  there  were  not  satisfactory  documents  to  show  to  which  State  the 
several  navy  officers  belonged.  At  that  date  a  circular  letter  was  addressed  to  each,  requiring  him  to 
inform  the  Department  in  what  State  he  was  born,  from  which  appointed,  and  of  which  a  citizen.  Simi- 
lar letters  are  sent  with  new  appointments;  and  the  answers  received  are  the  guides  in  preparing 
the  annual  registers,  in  which  those  circumstances  are  stated.  To  these  registers  reference  is  made  for 
the  number  of  ullieers  in  the  several  States  and  Territories  when  they  were  printed.  The  last  register, 
which  was  sent  to  Con-icss  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  contains  an  answer  to  so  much  of  the  first 
inquiry  as  rehites  to  the  i<iualUy  between  the  States,  in  the  "honor  and  advantage"  of  the  appointments. 
There  is  also  added  to  this  report  a  paper,  marked  A,  which  exhibits,  at  one  view,  the  number  of  com- 
missioned officers  and  midshipmen  in  each  State.  It  shows  that  the  officers  of  high  rank  belong  princi- 
pally to  the   Atlantic  States, — Massachusetts,   Rhode   Island,   Connecticut,    New  York,    New  Jersey, 
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Pennsylvania,  Pelaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  South  Carolina,  ^vllich  is  to  be  accounted  for  by  two 


;<'lKU-ate    exisU'i 


facts:      1st.   'i'hat  several  of  the   Strifes,   now  in  the   Uni.m,  Iki 

app'iiiidiK'iits  wen-  liiiidc;  :iii(l  iM.  Tliat  tlisre  were,  at  liui 

apiilicalioiis   rrniii   si'\-('ral  of  thr   States.      An  equality  in   (illii-crs  dl'  ilmsr  faiiks,  ainoii^-  the  Stales   now 

coniposiii.n-  Uie  I'liidii,  was  tlinvluiv  iiii|)ractical)le.      Such  equality  can  exist  only  in  the   lowest  o-rude 

that  of  niidsliipniaii.  It  wi.iiM  iiritlirr  he  just  nor  expedient  now  to  create  it,  in  the  whole  number  of 
officers,  by  uiakiiig-  all  apunintinciils  Irnm  Stairs  in  which  there  is  a  deficiency,  until  each  shall  have  as 
many  as  its  relative  i)resi'iii  pdpiilatitm  wmild  demand. 

Such  a  course  wmild  icwaid  tlmsc  wIki  did  not  seek  tlir  service  in  times  when  the  navy  was  a  less 
popular  resort  for  cur  riti/.'iis  tiiaii  it  is  at  this  (hiy,  and  would,  Avhen  those  now  appointed  have  risen  to 
the  highest  grade,  oroaf  lh<-  sam.^  iii,M|,ianty  in  th.-ir  tavor  which  now  exists  against  them,  an  equality 
which  neither  iiobcv  nor   justi.v  iv,|uiics  slanild  bo  mado.      It  has  not  been  th.>  d.'siic    Ihrivlbiv    to  render 

the  States  o,|Ual  in  (lio  wiioK-  nuinlior  .,f  ollio..|s,   laii  ii,  ini.lslii|,n,o dv;    and   tlio  nil,'  a<lo|,trd  I, as  lieen 

to  make  tho  aiipointinonts  in  ].i-oport  ion  to  ilio  ivpivsoiital  ion  oftlio  Slat'os  in  tlio  two  11,  msos  of  ( ',  .ir-n.^.s 
This  rule  has  l.e,.n  a.llunv,!  to  as  rios,.ly  as  rir,aiins1aiKvs  w,)ul,l  ponnil.  i!y  paper  1".,  which  is  aniTexed,' 
it  will  appear  how  far  the  effort  has  been  successful,  and  which  States  have  more,  and  whicli  have  less' 
than  their  proiiortion. 

Several  ai)pointments  will  necessarily  be  made  in  a  few  weeks,  which  will  lessen  the  inequality,  and 
leave  not  moi-e  than  four  or  five  of  th<'  Stati's  deficient  in  their  number.  In  a  short  time  entire  equality 
will  he  ,ivat,il;  alt,'!'  wliicli,  unless  a  <litV,'rent  rule  shall  be  established  by  legislative  authority, 
n]ij><'iiifiiirii/.<  will  111'  nia,l,>  ill  exai.-t  pf, ip, nt i,iii  to  the  representation  in  the  two  Houses.  But  it  is  proba- 
ble that  this  I  111,'  will  not  op,aate  so  a.s  to  keep  up  an  exact  equality  in  the  officers:  for  experieii,-e  has 
proved  that  iliosi>  wlio  ar,/  ap]M,inted  from  the  interior,  and  far  from  the  Atlantic,  do  not  c.ntinn,'  as  per- 
manently in  th,'  s,Tvi,-,'  as  those  whose  residence  and  friends  are  on  the  seaboard;  ami,  iliiai'tbre, 
although  as  many  aiiiM,intniei,ts  may  be  made,  as  many  officers  will  not  remain  in  the  s,Tviee  lV,.]n  the 
interior  States. 

The  consequence,  however,  will  be  that  those  which  furnish  tlie  most  persevering  officers  will  have 
eventutilly,  the  greatest  number. 

It  is  pr,ii>er  to  remark  that  the  aggregate  number  of  four  huii,lre,l  was  tak,Mi  as  1]i,>  am, and  bv  which 
the  calculation  was  maile.  This  is  greater  than  the  average  for  seviaal  years  past,  Imi  will,  pmliahlv, 
fall  somewhat  li,>l,)w  the  number  which  will  be  in  service  hereafter.  The  ri>niain,l,i-,  li,iw,\ aa-,  it  is  tlaaigiit 
just  not  to  subject  to  the  rule  of  geographical  appointment,  but  to  leave  for  general  distribution,  with 
a  view  to  meet  strong  and  urgent  cases,  and  claims  arising  from  public  service  and  other  causes.  Such 
cases  every  one  must  be  aware  will  sometimes  occur,  and  it  would  be  an  unwise  dispensation  which 
would  forbid  the  Executive  to  gratify  them. 

It  is  also  ]n-,)per  to  state  that  regard  had  not  been  had  to  congressional  districts,  so  as  to  give  one 
to  each.  This  was  formerly  impracticable,  because  the  Department  has  not  been  informed  from  what 
districts  aii|>ointnHaits  were  made;  nor  is  it  the  case  in  one  of  twenty  applications  now  made,  that  the 
residence  of  the  appli,ants,  as  to  congressional  districts,  is  stat(Ml.  'p.esides,  these  divisions  of  terri- 
tory are  arbitrar\-  ami  eliangiiig,  an,l  Wir  individual  selected  mav  b,>  in  on. •  district  this  v.air,  and  in 
another  the  next.  All,  th,  ivlon>,  that  has  b.M'u  desired,  is  to  kn,.w  tlie  Stat,>,  an,l  th,'  g,.neral  porti,in  or 
division  of  th,-  State,  from  which  the  aiii),>inlinent  is  made;  and  it  is  lielieved  that  this  i.s  the  true  rule, 
both  as  a  matter  of  justice  and  policy;  that  any  other  would  injuriously  limit  the  Executive  discretion,  and 
prevent  the  selection  of  the  best  materials  for  the  service;  a  service  which  cannot  always  be  well  per- 
formed by  some,  who  might  satisfactoril}^  serve  the  public  on  the  land. 

It  is  true  that  in  some  portions  of  the  several  States  there  ar,'  many  more  naval  officers  than  there 
are  in  other  portions.  This  has  arisen  from  \arions  causes:  ti, mi  th,'  want  ,if  candidates  in  some,  there 
being  districts  from  which,  it  is  believed,  n,i  appli,'ati,in  has  evia-  be,n  ma,le;  from  the  character  of  the 
candidate — fir  a  person  of  less,  would  not  be  prelum', 1  to  a  ]i,rson  ,,1'  more  promise,  merely  because  he 
came  from  a  particular  district;  and  also,  ainoii;^- other  causi's,  pr,ibably  ir.mi  the  proximity  to  the  seat 
of  governmi'iit,  by  \\liieh  the  citizens  were  indue,',!  to  apply  wh,ai  ,,tliers' ,li,l  ii,)t. 

Tlie  adjoining  ongressional  district,  conqioscl  of  Anne  Aruniltd  an,l  Prince  George's  counties,  is  an 
example  of  this.  There  are  from  that  district  not  less  than  twenty  officers  of  the  navy  and  marine  corps, 
when,  by  its  population,  it  is  not  entitled  to  more  than  three  or  four.  This  great  inequality  it  will  be 
the  business  of  the  Dejiartment  to  correct. 

The  a-verage  appointments  fir  th,'  last  f  lur  years  have  been  a  little  more  than  sixty;  which  would 
allow  one  to  e:i,-h  c,ingr,'ssional  ,listriet  ab,)iit  every  four  years,  or  to  each  State  as  many,  in  four  years, 
as  it  has  ri'presentati\  ,'s.     In  Viiginia,  Ibr  example,  twenty-four  in  four  years,  or  six  in  each  year. 

Mt>re  than  this  pr,.p,.rtion  has  b,',ii  giN,'n,  and  will  continue  to  be  given,  to  the  States  which  have 
less  than  tli,'ir  shar,',  until  thi'v  are  brought  t,)  the  same  condition  as  the  rest. 

From  tlie  pr,', -cling  siat,'in,'ii(,  it  app,'ars  that  the  rule  of  the  Department  is  designed  to  equalize,  as 
speedily  as  cinaimstanci's  will  permit,  the  umnber  of  midshipmen  in  the  several  States,  and  then  to  make 
appointments  from  them,  in  proportion  to  their  representation  in  Congress,  without  regard  to  the  number 
■which  may  remain  in  the  service. 

In  answer  to  the  second  inquiry,  it  is  respectfully  suggested  that  the  disqualification  of  officers  to 
perform  duty  may  arise  from  sickness,  from  want  of  capacitj'  and  ex]-ierience,  and  from  bad  habits. 
Several  are  now  on  leave  of  absence,  from  the  first  cause,  and  in  siuli  a  sei\  ice  there  must  be  some  such 
at  all  times;  in  most  instances  the  sickness  being  produced  liy  the  m  ly  ,liities  which  they  have  per- 
formed. Want  of  capacity  and  experience  may  operate  to  prevent  tho  einpl,  lyment  of  an  officer  in  certain 
duties,  while  he  is  perfectly  prepared  and  competent  to  discharge  others;  and  he  may  be  unemployed, 
because  the  services  for  which  he  is  best  fitted  may  not  be  required  at  the  time.  This  seldom  operates 
so  as  to  prevent  the  employment  of  many,  and  of  none  for  a  long  period.  Bad  or  intemperate  habits  are 
doubtless  a  decisive  disqualification;  but  of  these  the  Department  ,an  be  informed  only  officialhj.  It 
would  be  an  injustice,  against  which  every  citizen  of  the  republic  w,>iil,l  piot,st,  if  the  Department  should 
act  upon  rumor  in  such  cases,  and  punish  or  dismiss  the  accus,',l.  W I i,n,vev  information  is  received, 
on  which  reliance  can  be  placed,  that  an  officer  is  intemperate,  or  has  b,,  n  intoxicated  while  on  duty,  no 
hesitation  is  Iblt  in  causing  him  to  be  tried.     On  this  point  great  rig.  a-  lia-  b;  en  manifested,  and  not  a  few 

have  been  ,',aiiiHll,d  to  leave  the  service  within  the  last  three  y,  ai  -;    .•.  pr,,l)ably,  than  at  any  f(M-mer 

period  of  our  na\  al  liist,.)ry.     It  is  due,  however^  to  justice,  to  declaie  ,  ;,pli,  illy,  and  it  is  done  with  more 
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than  ordinary  gratification,  that  no  corps  of  ofiScers  of  equal  extent,  in  this  or  any  other  country,  has, 
probably,  ever  been  more  exempt  from  disqualifying-  habits  than  are  the  navy  officers  at  this  moment. 
Intemperance  is  regarded  not  merely  as  dangerous,  but  as  disgraceful.  Nor  have  there  ever  been  fewer 
officers  incompetent  from  any  cause  to  discharge  their  duties.  It  is  not,  however,  intended  to  convey  the 
idea  that  there  are  none  such.  They  are,  nevertheless,  few ;  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Department,  when  their 
incompetency  can  be  establislicd,  "iVom  any  cause  which  impeaches  their  character  as  officers,  to  remove 
them  as  an  unnecessary  burden  (ni  the  pulilic;  a  duty  which,  it  is  believed,  has  not  heretofore  been  neg- 
lected. It  will  readily  be  perccivrd  that  the  Department  is  not  able  to  state  how  many  ;  ''  ''"  ' 
or  to  give  a  more  definite  answer  to  this  part  of  the  resolution. 

It  is  not  to  be  inferred  that  all  wlio  are  noted  in  the  register  as  waiting  orders,  or  on  leave  of  a 
or  furlough,  at  the  time  it  was  printed,  are  unfit  to  do  duty,  nor  that  they  are  still  unemployed.  Changes 
are  constantly  taking  place,  and  what  is  true  of  the  occupation  of  the  officers  to-day  will  not  be  true  to- 
morrow. Of  those  whose  situations  and  duties  are  mentioned  in  the  register,  four  are  now  under  sus- 
pension; three  have  been  cashiered;  five  have  resigned;  about  twenty  are  sick;  two  hundred  have  returned 
from  long  cruises  in  the  North  Carolina,  United  States,  and  other  vessels;  seventy-five  have  been  ordered 
to  duty;  and  sixty-eight  were  waiting  for  examination,  some  of  whom  have  been  examined  and  promoted, 
and  others  are  now  in  active  service.  Some  of  the  most  useful  and  valuable  officers  are  occasionally 
unemployed  for  short  periods.  Nor  is  it  possible,  in  any  service  of  any  kind,  that  this  should  not  be  the 
case.  It  has  always  been  deemed  just  that  officers,  when  injured  in  health  by  the  duties  they  have  per- 
formed, should  have  leave  of  absence,  to  seek  its  restoration;  and  that  those  who  have  been  constantly 
occupied  for  years,  at  a  distance  from  their  home  and  friends,  should  be  permitted  to  see  them,  and  pay 
some  attention  to  their  private  interests.  These  and  other  causes  will  uniformly  create  what  is  an  una- 
voidable necessity,  that  one-fourth  or  one-fifth  should  not  be  actively  engaged  in  duty. 

In  reply  to  the  third  inquiry,  it  is  remarked,  that  the  best  and  safest  mode  "to  get  rid  of"  such 
officers  as  are  "  disqualified  "  by  bad  habits,  is  to  render  the  organization  of  the  navy,  and  the  rules  for 
its  government  and  for  the  trial  of  offences,  as  plain,  explicit,  and  efficient  as  is  practicable.  There  are 
many  defects  in  the  system,  as  it  now  exists,  which  not  only  impede  rigid  discipline,  but  tempt  to  incor- 
rect conduct,  and  render  its  punishment  difficult.  It  does  not  seem  necessary  here  to  detail  the  views  of 
the  Department  respecting  the  proper  organization  of  the  navy,  or  the  code  of  criminal  laws  and  regu- 
lations by  which  it  should  be  governed.  They  have  been  repeatedly  suggested  in  reports,  to  which 
reference  is  respectfully  made,  and  especially  to  that  presented  to  the  Senate  on  the  12th  January,  1828. 

With  useful  rules,  and  tribunals  wisely  constituted  to  enforce  them,  there  can  be  no  serious  difficulty 
in  keeping  the  service  free  from  unworthy  members.  Without  them,  no  energy,  within  the  pale  of  the 
law,  can  accomplish  it  fully.  When  a  proper  system  shall  be  provided  by  the  wisdom  of  Congress,  it 
will  be  the  fault  of  the  administration  of  the  Department  if  any  just  complaint  should  exist  upon  this 
subject. 

It  is  known  to  Congress  that  many  regulations  have  been  made,  and  are  now  in  operation,  to  prevent 
as  far  as  possible  incompetent  and  unfit  persons  from  entering  the  service,  or  for  expelling  them  after 
they  shall  have  entered  it. 

None  are  appointed  midshipmen  who  are  not  within  14  and  20  years  of  age,  and  in  whose  favor  there 
is  not  satisfactory  evidence  of  a  sound  constitution,  correct  habits,  and  good  English  education.  It  is 
contemplated  to  limit  hereafter  the  age  of  admission  to  eighteen. 

For  the  first  six  months  in  active  service  at  sea,  they  are  strictly  on  trial,  and,  unless  their  conduct 
be  correct,  and  they  give  promise  of  usefulness,  they  do  not  receive  warrants,  but  have  permission  to 
retire.  This  affords  the  first  opportunity  of  relieving  the  service  of  such  as  are  not  likely  to  do  it  benefit. 
When  appointed,  they  are  mere  boys,  generally  without  experience  or  skill,  or  well  established  habits 
and  character.  They  are  not,  therefore,  regularly  commissioned  officers,  but  have  warrants.  Within  the 
last  year,  a  general  regulation  was  published,  which  provides  that  their  examination  shall  take  place  after 
they  have  been  three  years  at  sea,  and  five  in  the  service.  This  examination  is  rigid,  and  those  unfit, 
from  their  habits  or  ignorance,  cannot  pass  it.  Failing  once,  a  second  opportunity  is  offered,  and  upon  a 
second  failure,  they  ai-e  dismissed  or  permitted  to  resign.  Having  passed,  they  receive  a  new  warrant, 
and  their  pay  is  increased  until  the  public  interest  permits  their  promotion.  It  may  be  confidently  said, 
that  no  general  regulation  has  ever  produced  better  effects  upon  the  industry,  habits  and  intelligence  of 
any  class  of  officers;  and  the  result  will  be  that,  in  the  course  of  a  few  months,  no  midshipman  will  be 
in  the  service  of  older  date  of  warrant  than  1820.  This  examination  affords  a  second  opportunity  to 
relieve  the  public  from  those  who  are  unfit  for  advancement  to  the  higher  grades.  It  is  not  very  probable, 
under  these  arrangements,  that  improper  or  incompetent  persons  will  pass  the  ordeal,  and  become  com- 
missioned officers.  Thus  far,  we  seem  to  have  all  the  necessary  guards  against  the  admission  of  such  as 
are  described  in  the  resolution.  But  it  may,  and  sometimes  docs  happen,  that  officers,  once  commissioned, 
become  careless,  both  in  regard  to  their  moral  character  and  deportment,  and  to  the  acquisition  of  know- 
ledge and  skill  in  their  profession.  A  man  may  be  eminently  qualified  to  enter  the  rank  of  lieutenant, 
and  yet  may  not  be  fit  for  promotion  to  a  higher  grade  when  the  service  requires  it.  Another  and  a  rigid 
test  ought  to  be  provided,  of  which  the  officers  should  have  full  warning,  as  well  as  time  and  opportunity 
to  prepare  for  it.  Such  a  test  will  be  found  in  an  examination  conducted  on  proper  principles,  both  as 
to  character  and  skill;  and  however  unpleasant  it  may  be  in  the  first  instance,  yet,  when  established,  and 
the  officers  have  had  sufficient  opportunity  to  be  prepared,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  it  will  produce  a 
beneficial  effect  on  the  habits  and  iudiistry  of  all.  It  will  be  more  likely,  than  any  other  mode,  to  prevent 
the  exercise  of  undue  partiality  and  favdiitism,  botkin  the  officers  who  are  in  command,  and  the  Depart- 
ment which  recommends  for  iiriiin.itinn. 

The  effect  of  these  exaininatiuns  has  been  tried,  not  only  in  the  case  of  midshipmen,  but  in  another 
most  important  class  of  officers.  It  was  formerly  the  practice  to  appoint  surgeons  and  surgeons'  mates 
upon  general  recommendations.  The  Executive,  as  might  be  supposed,  was  often  grievously  deceived  in 
the  qualifications  of  those  whom  it  selected,  and  consequences  of  a  painful  kind  not  unfrequently  resulted 
to  our  officers  and  seamen. 

In  the  nionth  of  May,  1824,  the  Department  resolved  to  establish  a  board  of  old  and  skillful  surgeons, 
for  the  examination  of  those  who  should  apply  for  the  appointment  of  surgeon's  mate,  or  for  promotion  as 
surgeon,  and  to  recommend  to  the  President  no  one  who  had  not  submitted  to  an  examination,  and  been 
declared,  by  that  board,  to  be  qualified  for  the  place  which  he  sought,  by  his  talents,  acquirements,  and 
character.     Such  a  board  has,  fium  time  to  time,  been  constituted,  whenever  appointments  or  promotions 
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been  most  o-ratifyin.o;.     The  cliaraetei-  nC 
me  (if  their  age  in  merit  and  acquiriMin'ii 
■,  ihcn,  it  may  be  said  that  the  object 
II'    navy;  a   systeni   of  rules   and   re.n'iila 
iiiiMit    of  (iffcnders;  and  by  examinalidu 


were  necessary,  and  llie  result  I 
and  now  contains  men  infei-idi-  t( 

In  answer  to  tliis  fliiid  iii.| 
viding  a  proper  or.u-ani/.atinii  di 
tribunals  for  the  trial  and  ]>iiii 
"disqualified"  from  liein.LV  advancrd  in  the  service. 

In  reply  to  the  Imulh  im|niry,  it  is  ..iiserv.l  tiiat  all  (.nicers  m 
duty,  or  waiting  ordei's,  are  re^-arded  as  cdniing  within  the  deseript 
actual  service,"  and  receive  full  pay.  Those  on  furlough  receive  lialf 
and  the  reasoning  upon  it,  have  been  heretofore  presented  to  Congress 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


corps  has  been  elevated. 


vilh   well    c.nisiituted 
ins,    which   will   prevent  those 

iiperary  leave  of  absence  from 
II  the  law,  "under  orders  for 
r  iiHuithly  ])ay.  This  subject, 
d  need  n.it  now  be  repeated. 

SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 


Table  showing  the  number  of  eommissic 


<i  and  %mrrant  officers  of  the  United  States, 
each  State  and  Territory. 


navy  appointed  fro 


States.  ■ 

o 

S    . 
8| 

1^ 

S 

O    p 

£ 
I 

(^ 

a 

1 

1 

Maine 

' 

6 
5 
1 

20 
4 
6 
38 
20 
25 
1 
28 
10 
38 
1 
14 
3 

1 

1 

8 
10 

7 
18 

6 
15 
48 
20 
38 

5 
35 
23 
62 
15 
10 

9 

6 

9 
11 
13 

9 

5 
2 
4 
4 

2 

16 

New  Hampshire.  .• 

1 

16 

8 

Massachusetts 

Rhode  Island 

1 

1 

"'d' 

1 

4 

4 

1 

B 
...... 

6 
2 
6 
1 

r. 

3 

4 

2 
10 

5 
4 

2 

1 
7 
1 
4 
5 
4 



1 
...... 

2 

1 

"r 

1 

49 
17 

5 
3 
9 
1 
5 

29 

115 

49 

100 

10 

89 

District  of  Columbia 

46 

6 

123 

North  Carolnia 

16 

3 

29 

Georo-ia         

1 

18 

... 

7 

Louisiana                               

4 

2 
3 
1 

18 

1 

...'. 

14 

16 

m  "'^V,;; 

10 

Indiana 



7 

Mississiniii                   

2 

1 

8 

Jph^ts    ....::::..:: 

2 

Missouri                                            

4 

J^lorid'i                                                       

5 

2 



Total                           

33 

28 

227 

36 

37 

43 

8 

401 

813 

Statement  shoioing  the  proportion  of  midshipmen  to  ivhich  each  State  and  Territory  is  entitled,'  according  to 
its  representniion  in  Congress,  allowing  the  aggregate  number  to  be  400,  or  one  and  a  half  to  each  repre- 
sentative; also,  the  excess  or  deficiency  in  each  State  and  Territory. 


States. 

Repre- 

sentation. 

Proportion. 

Number  in 
service. 

Excess. 

Deficiency. 

9 
8 
7 

15 
4 
8 

36 

13 
12 
10 

12 
54 

8 
10 

7 
18 

6 
15 
48 

5 

2 

3 

4 

3 

New  York 

6 

162 


NAVAL    AFFAIRS. 


[No.  360. 


B. — Statement — Contiimed. 


New  Jersey  . . . 
Pennsylvania  . . . 

Delaware 

Maryland 

District  ofColum 


Virginia  . 
North  Carolina. 
South  Carolina. 

Georgia 

Alabama 

Louisiana 

Mississippi  .... 

Tennessee 

Kentucky 

Ohio 

Indiana  

Illinois 

Missouri 

Michigan 

Arkansas  

Florida 


Eepre- 
sentation. 


Proportion 


5 

1 

35 

19 

23 

23 

62 

26 

L5 

10 

9 

G 

9 

2 

5 

1 

9 

11 

13 

1 

2 

4 

2 

1 

Deficiency. 


20th  Congress.] 


No.  360. 


[1st  Session. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  IN  RELATION  TO  THE  NAVY  PENSION  FUND. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  MARCH  14,   1828. 

Navy  Department,  March  13,  1828. 
Sir:  I  have  tlic  lionor  to  transmit  the  annual  report  in  relation  to  the  navy  pension  fund,  prepared  in 
compliance  with  the  tenth  section  of  the  act  of  the  23d  of  April,  1800,  "for  the  better  government  of  the 
navy  of  the  Tnitcd  States,"  and  consisting  of  the  following  documents,  marked — • 

A.  List  of  invalid,  widow,  and  orphan  pensioners,  in  each  State,  and  the  amount  allowed  to  each. 

B.  Abstract  of  warrants  drawn  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  from  1st  of  January  to  31st  of  Decem- 
ber, 1827. 

C.  Statement  of  bank  stocks  belonging  to  the  pension  fund. 

D.  Account  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  as  agent  for  the  Commissioners. 

E.  Statement  of  the  funded  debt  of  the  United  States,  belonging  to  the  fund. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 
The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Bejiresentatives. 


List  of  naval  pensioners  on  the  1st  January,  1828. 

Names. 

Rank. 

Monthly 
pensions. 

Annual 
pensions. 

Uriah  Ilanscoinb.  . .  . 

MAINE— 2. 

Ordinary  seaman 

Seaman 

$6  00 
6  00 

5  00 

6  00 
3  00 

6  00 

7  00 
3  00 

10  00 

$72 
72 

William  M.  Spalding 

Samuel  Abbet 

HAMPSHIRE 7. 

60 

Edward  Banks  

do 

72 

Robert  Forsyth 

36 

John  Grant  

g'^^''^^ 

72 

John  Hodgekins 

Carpenter's  mate 

Marine 

John  Lloyd 

36 

John  Mushaway  .... 

Boatswain 

120 
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A. — Lint  of  naval  jjensioners — Contimied. 


MASSACHUSETTS— 


Geoi-gc  Avbiickle  . 

Zepha  Allen 

Isaac  Allister 

John  Allison 

Cotlnn  P.rnwn  .... 
Joseph  P,arivtt  ... 

J.ihii  lianett 

Lemuel  15ivant  . .  . 

John  Bennett 

John  Ball 

Nathaniel  Barker  . 

Jacob  Bull 

James  Blake 


Seaman  . . . 
Marine. . .  . 
Seaman  . . . 

do     ... 

Cook 

Quartcr<j,-uii 

do    ^ 
Ordinary  se 


15.i; 


John  Clements 

Eussell  Coats 

Samuel  Cotton 

James  Clarke 

John  Caldwell 

John  Chamberlain 

Eobert  Cathcart 

George  Carson,  alias  Ca 

Dennis  Cary 

Arthur  Carroll 

Richard  Dunn 

John  Davidson 

Wheatley  Dyer 

Asa  Ewell 

Ebenezer  Evans 

William  Edes 

Thoi 


(iuui 


Jonathan  Felhiws 

Samuel  H.  Green 

John  Geyer 

James  Hatch 

Peter  Hosier 

William  Iiio-ersoU 

Thomas  Howes 

Henrv  McDonongh  

Andrew  ■McCullum 

Thomas  Mel  burn 

John  Mitcliell 

James  Merrill 

Enoch  M.  Milev 

Peter  McMahon 

James  Nogle,  aliaa  Vogle  . 

William  Nicholls 

Isaac  Onians 

John  Peterson 


Boatswain , 

Seaman , 

Quartermaster  .  .. 
Ordinary  seaman, 

do 

Seaman 

Lieutenant  

Ordinary  seaman, 

do 


do 


Quartermaster 

Boatswain's  yeoman 
Quartermaster 


Quai'tergunner  . 
Seaman . 


Boatswain 

Quarterg-uuner  . 

Seaman 

Marine   

Seaman 


:    Pnultnn 

'!^^ugiy 


Ordina 

Quarte 

Ordina 

do 


Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman. . 
do 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman. 


'    Conk 


Poller 
Willi;, 
Mieha 
Natlia 

John  Shapely 

Patrick  Scaiiton 

William  Stewart 

Samuel  Sawyer 

Benjamin  Stevens 

Robert  Sanders,  alias  VVillet 

John  Shaw 

John  Smith 


William  Thompson 

James  Trumbell 

Seth  Townsend 

Samuel   Tucker 

Owen  Tayh)r 

Charles  F.  Waldo 

Peter  Woodbury 

William  Wood.' 

William  AVelsh j  tlo     .  .  . 

Michael  Welsh Ordinary  s( 

David  Quill I  Quarterma^ 


;   OrdiiK 

Captai 

!   Mastei 

[   Quart. 

Seama 


Monthly        Annual 
pensions,      pensions. 


$3  33 

4  00 
3  00 
G  00 
9  00 
9  00 
9  00 

8  00 
C  00 

9  00 
6  00 

5  00 

5  00 

6  00 
5  00 

3  00 
10  00 

fi  00 

8  00 

0  00 

5  00 

1  00 

2  50 

6  00 
20  00 

5  00 

5  00 

6  00 
6  00 
6  00 

9  00 
9  00 
6  00 
9  00 
6  00 

12  00 
9  00 
6  00 
8  00 
6  00 

10  00 
5  00 

8  00 

4  50 

4  00 

5  00 

6  00 
5  00 

5  00 

6  00 

5  00 

6  00 

9  00 
6  00 

4  00 
6  00 

10  00 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 

3  00 
9  50 

5  00 

6  GO 
20  00 

6  00 
10  00 
9  00 
G  00 
5  00 
5  00 
5  00 
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A. — Lid  of  naval  pensioners — Continued. 


Monthly 
pensions. 


Isaac  Bassett, 
John  Hoxie  . . . 
■  Andrew  Mattis. 


Isaac  Stcnnis. .. 
Reuben  Wright. 
Samuel  Boswortli 


Ordinaiy  seaman. 
Seaman 


Ordinary  seaman. . 
Marine 

Carpenter's  male. , 


COXXECTICUT— 


Schuyler  Bradley . .  . . 
Nathaniel  Chapman . , 

Edward  Field 

William   Lewis 

Richard  Lee. 

John   Williams 


Seaman 

Quartermaster  . . 
Surgeon's  mate. 


George  Albro 

Bernard  Allen 

Jacob  Albrecht 

Samuel  Angus 

John    Bcrnanl 

John   Baptistc 

Domini.-k    Burns 

Peter  Bernard 

John  Bremen 

William  Burney 

Edmund  Butt 

John  Butler 

John  Biaunun 

Samuel  Bntler 

John  Blair 

Adam  Brown 

Jacob   Booker 

James    Brown 

Abraham  Blaskley.  .  . 

George   Burton , 

John  Carberry , 

Charles   Chiy 

Christian  Clarke 

Samuel  Cilstun 

William  Cain 

John  Collins 

Zachariah  Conklin  . . . , 
Benjamin    Campbell.., 

John  Campbell 

Thomas  Crawford 

Shubael  Cunningham. 
Fnniris  Cvrnhoven.. 
Jusci,!,   Cnttcr 


Quartergunner 

Seaman 

do      

Captain 

Marine 

Boy 


Ordiii 
Seaman . 

do 
Marine. , 
Seaman . 

do 

Quartermaster  . 
Seaman . 

do 

Ordinary  seaman. 
Boatswain's  mate. , 


J»;i 


icub    Dol 


William  B.  Dow 
John  Dennis. . . . 
Thomas  Dailey. 
Janu's  Davis... 
William  J)i 
.bihn  Dunn 
Samuel  Df 
Thomas  D( 
John  Danii 
John  Denike 
William  Fitzsimons 
John  Francisco . . .  . 
Bennett  Fields  . . . . 

John   Ford 

Peter  Gillen 

Leonard    Green . . . . 


do         

do        

do     

do     

Ordinary  seaman . . 
Ser^-eant  marines.  , 

IkuUswain 

Seaman 


Ordinary  seaman. . 
Boatswain's  mate. . 

Marine 

Seaman 

do     

do     

Quartermaster  .  . . , 
Quartergunner 


$5  00 
8  50 
5  00 
5  00 
3  00 
8  00 


6 

00 

8 

00 

0 

00 

3 

00 

6 

00 

6 

00 

Seaman 

Marine 

Seaman 

do 

els 

ke 

Seaman 

6 

00 

6 

00 

50 

00 

3 

00 

3 

00 

3 

00 

4 

00 

6 

00 

6 

00 

3 

00 

6 

00 

5 

00 

8 

00 

5 

00 

6 

00 

5 

00 

10 

00 

6 

00 

4 

50 

4 

50 

6 

00 

6 

00 

3 

00 

6 

00 

6 

00 

6 

00 

5 

00 

8 

00 

5 

00 

4 

00 

7 

50 

9 

00 

4 

00 

8 

50 

5 

00 

5 

00 

8 

00 

9 

00 

6 

00 

3 

00 

6 

00 

(i 

00 

9 

00 

6 

00 

1 

00 

3 

00 

9 

00 

5 

00 

5 

00 

9 

00 

1828.] 


NAVY    PENSION    FUND. 


165 


A. — Lid  of  naval  pensioners — Continued. 


^[ontlily    :     Annual 
pensions.      pensions. 


Thomas  Gore. 
Koswell  Hale 
William    llim 


William  lla 
Stephen  llan 
Daniel  Ifa-, 
Oeur-.'  llutt 
J,,hn  livatt. 
J,,hH  lla.Mci 
,l,.lin    llavw, 


Jame> 
John 
Thoin; 


J(,hns,.n 
s  Jaeks 
s    Kellv 


James   A.   Le 
John  Lazano 


1  M.( 


John  .\[alien.. 
Juhn  ^[eCartv 
John  MelviU. 
William  M..ra! 
James  ^[(■K^l•l 
EllMTn     Mahs. 

Samuel  .Melsaa 
Jamrs  Muses. 
Themas  Miller 


Eu 


1  Ma 


Jeremiah  MeMahnn. 

Colin    M.'Leo.l 

IMatthew  MeKrnzie. 
I'atiiek  MeLan-hlii; 

Charles  Munrc 

AVilliam  Nesbet. .  . 
James  Nickerson . . 
Thomas  Oliver  . . .  . 
Cornelius  O'Neal  . . 


J..hn    Otterwell 
William  I'arkei 


John  riaee.. 
John  IVtersoi 


jamu 


1  Phvfer 


Bei 

Step 
William  llnd: 
John  Kea-an 

E.lmu'n.l  iV.xv 
i;„snante    Wi 


;  i;. 


St  a 


Jai 

John  Ha 
John  Sn: 
John   Se 
(Jem 
Join 

John  Sniir. 
William  S 
Daniel   Sm 

John  Stone  

Purnell   Smith 

Au2,-ustus  Swartwout. 

John  Smith,  3d 

Peter   Thinkum 

Henry  Townsend 

George  Tliomas  (black 
Isaac  Vallence 


th., 


Ordinary  seaman, 
do 

Boy 

Mai  ■ 


Seaman . . 

do  .. 
Ordinary  ,< 
Quartergui 
Seaman  . . 

do  .. 
Master's  m 
Seaman  . . 


do 


Quartern  I 
Seaman  . 

do  . 
Qnartcrn 
Seaman  . 

do  . 
Cook  . . . 
Ordinary 
Boatswai 


Seal 


Purser's  ste' 


do     

do     

Ordinary  seaman. , 
Boy 

Purser's  steward  . , 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seamen. 

do 
Boatswain 


do 
Armor 


Ordinary  seaman.  , 

Marine 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman. . 


Purser's  steward  . 

Seaman , 

Carpenter's  mate. , 
Ordinary  seaman. , 
Seaman 

do     

do     

Midshipman 

Ordinary  seaman. . 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman. , 

Seaman , 

Quartermaster  .  . . . 


$2 

50 

00 

6 

00 

3 

00 

fi 

00 

6 

00 

5 

00 

8 

00 

6 

00 

6 

00 

10  00 

5 

00 

6 

00 

9 

00 

4 

00 

4 

50 

9 

00 

5 

00 

3 

00 

8 

00 

5 

00 

12 

00 

3 

00 

6 

00 

0 

00 

5 

00 

fi 

00 

fi 

00 

5 

00 

5 

00 

9 

00 

5 

00 

.5 

00 

5 

00 

10 

00 

6 

,00 

5 

00 

6 

00 

5 

00 

6 

00 

4 

00 

8 

00 

6 

00 

5 

00 

4 

50 

5 

00 

8 

00 

5 

00 

5 

00 

4 

00 

6 

00 

15 

00 

6 

00 

6 

00 

5 

00 

6 

00 

6 

00 

6 

00 

4 

00 

5 

00 

6 

00 

4 

00 

12 

00 

5 

00 

4 

00 

5 

00 

6  00 

8 

00 
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A. — Lid  of  naval  pensioners — Continued. 


NEW  JERSEY— 


Peter  Dunlevy 

James  Hazlc 

William  Robinson  . 
Thomas  Flannigan  . 


Alexander  Adoius . . . 
George  Alexander... 
William  C.Allen.... 
Nathaniel  Begley  . .  . 

Enos  Bateman 

Thomas  Brown 

William  Baggs 

John  Baxter 

James  Bell 

J.)lin  Cassin 


Jol 


Henry  Collins 

Archibald  Campbell 

Patrick  Cain 

Robert  Carson 

George  Coombs 

Augustus  Dundas 

William  Deane 

Thomas  Davis 

William  Dcaring , 

Henry  Duoan 

Stephen  Elderkin 

William  Evans 

Edmund  Fitzgibbon 

Pero  Fisher 

John  Fryer Seaman 

Nicholas  Hvberger    

George  Huilstidler 

AVilliam  Holms 


Ordinary  seaman. , 
Quartergunner . . . 
Quartermaster ... 
Quartergunner  . . . 

Seaman , 

Marine 

do   

Seaman 

do     

Marine 

Seaman 


do 
do 


Marine 

Ordinary  seaman. . 

Seaman 

Gunner 

Seaman 

do     

do     

Marine 

Seaman 

Quartermaster  . . . 
Ordinary  seaman. 

do 


Johi 


■abets 


William  Hagg: 
William  Jacksc 
Job  Jones  ..  .  . 
Hugh  Kelly. . . 
George  Kensin 
La^ 


:-ty  . 


.las  Rlci 


ript; 


AVill 

Milr> 


Mui 


Micharl  .\bC.„nun 
Miittliiiis  Mrliill  . 

Jolm  McMulhu  . . 
Bernard  McDonon: 
Da.ii.l  Muncey  . . 
AViUiam  Morris  . 
James  Mulliniffe. 
John  Nugent. . .. 


do     

Marine 

Priscmer  at  Dartmoor  . 

Ordinary  seaman 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman. . .    . 

Marine 

Master-at-arms 

Marine 

Sergeant  marines  .  . . . 

Seaman 

Marine 

Corporal  marines 

Ordinary  seaman 

do  

Seaman 

Gunner's  mate 

Marine 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman 


Seaman . 


5  00 

5  00 

6  00 


3  00 

8  00 
12  00 

9  00 

5  00 

2  00 

3  00 

6  00 
6  00 
3  00 
f.  00 
6  00 
b  00 


10 

00 

6 

00 

5 

00 

6 

00 

3 

00 

6 

00 

6 

00 

4 

00 

00 

6 

00 

6 

00 

6 

00 

3 

00 

6 

00 

5 

00 

6 

00 

5 

00 

3 

00 

9 

00 

3 

00 

5 

00 

5 

00 

6 

00 

8 

00 

9 

00 

6 

00 

8 

00 

5 

00 

0 

00 

6 

00 
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A. — List  of  naval  j)'^n 


Monthly 


John  F.  No^'CM- , 

Beiiianiin  Norcross   . 
Benjamin  Newton.  . 

William  Price 

John  Pasco  

John  Pitt 

Peter  Quantin 

John  Roberts    

Eli  Stewart 


■ph  Sin 


Willia 

I);i 

PI  I 

Jo 

Pic 

Ja 

Pet. 


ith,  tilh 


.■id  Thomas 
lip  Tullv.. 
m  P.  Truma 
■Jiard  Webli 
s  White, 
cr  Whelan 
n  AValter  . 
n  Williams, 
los  Wilson 
n  AVilson  . 
n  Young-.  .  . 


Eichard  Gilbody  . 

James  Full 

William  Wicks  . . 


MARYLAND 45. 


Alexander  Ardrey 

James  AUcorn 

James  Brown 

Andrew  Beard 

John  Burdeen  

Edward  Burke  (black)   . 

Thomas  Burr 

William  Carter 

John  Cole 

Enos  K.  Childs 

John  Piragan 

Matthias  Douglass 

John  Denney  

Francis  Elliot 

Daniel  Fuller 

Cornelius  Garrison 

William  Gillen 

Peter  Goshelle 

John  Gregory  

George  Gallagher 

William  Good'^shall 

John  Henry 

Isaac  T.  Heartlie 

Nicholas  Ing-erbretson  . . 

Edward  Muncey 

Francis  Mason 

Antonio  Maria 

Hamlet  Moore 

John  McMasters 

Isaac  Nicholson 

John  Patterson 

Charles  Pasture 

Neal  Patterson 

John  Randall 

Thomas  Smith 

AVilliam  Stockdale 

James  Stewart 

Horatio  Slater 

Hamilton  Sellers 

Francis  Trepanny 

Peter  Thompson 


Marine.. . 
Sergeant  n 


Ordin 
Gunm 
Mastc 
Marin 
Seam; 


Mai 

Seaman 

Ordinar 

do 
Gunner' 
Marine. 
Seaman 


Ordii 
Quartergunni 
Seaman  . . . . , 
Quartermast. 


Ordinary  seaman. 
Serg-eant  marines. 
Ordinary  seaman. 


Seaman 

Sailingmaster 
Seaman 


do 


do     

do     

Ordinary  seania 
Master's  mate  . 
Quartermaster  . 
Sailingmaster   . 

Seaman 

Ordinary  sean.a 
Seaman 

do     

Ordinary  seania 
Seaman 


do     .. 
Boy 

Ordinary 
Seaman  . . 
O.dinarv  i 
Sailinginai 


Serg-eant  marines. 
Quartermaster  ... 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman. 

Marine 

Cook 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman. , 

Seaman 

Marine 

Boatswain 

Marine 

Seaman 

Boy 

Ordinary  seaman. . 

Seaman 

do  


0  00 

G  00 
G  00 


il  00 
1  00 

4  00 

8  00 
.3  00 
6  00 

5  00 
5  00 

9  00 

3  00 

4  00 

8  00 
10  00 

G  00 

9  00 


4  00 

5  00 
4  00 


6  00 
30  00 
8  00 
6  00 
6  00 

4  00 
6  00 

8  00 

9  00 
9  00 

5  00 
10  00 

6  00 
6  00 
1  00 
6  00 
6  00 

10  00 

4  00 

5  00 

6  00 
6  00 

20  00 
6  00 

4  50 
9  00 
6  00 

5  00 
3  00 
9  00 

10  00 

5  00 
8  00 

3  00 
10  00 

6  00 

6  00 

4  00 

7  00 
6  00 
6  00 
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A. — List  of  naval  pensioners — Continued. 


Benjamin  Underwood. . 

James  Wells 

David  Wilson  (black)  . 
Peter  Young 


DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA 19. 


Will 


.ck)  . 


liam  Baker. 
Jnlin  I'.utlcr  (bl 
J.ilin  Hruniley  • 
Anuisa  Ciiiiiier,  alias  Corm 

Michael  Conner 

Andrew  Chambers 

Jerry  Gardner  (black)    . 

Simeon  Hillman 

John  Hawkins 

Benjamin  Hendricks. .  . . 

William  McMullen 

Juhn  Read  

Burwell  S.  Randolph 

Richard  S.  Suter 

John  Shanamen 

William  Staunton , 

John  Shinuey 

George  Williams , 

Charle^(  Young 


Obadiah  Brown .... 
Lawrence  Bishee. . . 

JothamBriggs 

John  Brown 

Lawrence  Barsaylin( 

John  Bruce 

James  Corning 

Silas  Durham 

Thomas  Engles.. . . 

William  Howell 

Anson  Harvey 

Francis  Havie 

James  JeflFers 

Obadiah  Johnson. . . 
James  H.  Lansford. 

John  Miller 

Joseph  Ward 


NORTH    CAROLINA- 


Thomas  0 wings., 
JdIui  Thoinpsun. . 


SOUTH    CAROLINA 4. 


John  J.  Hardy 

Peter  J.  R.  Staunton.. 

Charles  Sliuter 

William  Thompson... 


James  Dennis. . 


John  Meigs. 


LOUISIANA 3. 


Robert  Spedden..., 
William  Whitney., 
William  Wagner. . , 


Ordinary  seaman. , 
Seaman 


Ordinary  seaman.  , 
Seaman 

do     

do     

Marine 

do    

Ordinary  seaman. , 

do 

Marine 

Cook 

Marine 

do_ 

Midshipman 

do  

Seaman , 

Quartergunner . . . 

Marine , 

Seaman , 

Marine 


Seaman 

Quartergunner  . . . , 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman. , 

Seaman 

Quartergunner    . . , 
Seaman 

do     

Boy 

Ordinary  seaman. , 

do 
Master-at-arms . . . 
Ordinary  seaman. , 
Seaman 

do     

do     

do     


Quartermaster  . 
Seaman 


Seaman 

Carpenter's  yeoman . 
Boatswain's  mate  . . 
Seaman 


Lieutenant  

Seaman 

Quartergunner 


Monthly 
pensions. 


$5  00 
9  00 
6  00 
6  00 


6  00 

5  00 
C  00 

6  00 

3  00 
5  00 

5  00 

4  00 
3  00 

6  00 
3  00 
3  00 
6  00 

5  00 

6  00 
9  00 
3  00 
9  00 
3  00 


5  00 

4  00 
12  00 

6  00 

5  00 
9  00 

6  00 
6  00 

4  00 

5  00 

5  00 

6  00 
6  00 
5  00 
4  00 
9  00 
G  00 


6  00 
6  00 

1  00 


20  00 

8  00 

9  00 


NAVY    PENSION    FUND. 


1G9 


lirrajntulafion. 

Nuiiil.oi-  of  )i<.iisi,„„.rs  in  Maine 2 

NiinilKT  n\-  |,..nsin,ivrs  in  N,-w    li;un|.sliin. 7 

Nuiiil.rmr  prnsinntrs  in  Massarhusel  ts 72 

NuihIht  of  i,rH.si,,m.i-,s  ill  Khn.lf  Islau,! 7 

Number  of  pensioners  in  ('onnerticnt t; 

Number  of  pensioners  in  New  York 13(i 

Numb(>r  of  pensioners  in  New  .Jersey 4 

Number  of  pensioners  in  Pennsylvania 71 

Number  of  pensioners  in  Delaware 3 

Number  of  pensioners  in  ^[arvland 45 

Number  of  pension, m's  in  District  of  C.linnbia ID 

Nun>b,.r  of  pension.Ms  in  Vir-inia 17 

Number  of  p,.nsi.a.rrs  ii,  Xoitb    ( 'arolina 2 

Number  of  pensioners  in  South  ( 'arolina 4 

Nun,berof  pensi ts  in  (ieor^-ia 1 

Number  of  pensioners  in  ()l„o 1 

Number  of  p,.ns:,.ners  in  Louisiana 3 


400 


List  of  ividoii-  and  orphan  pensioners  on  the  \sl  January,  1828. 


Cliarlotte  Passeiij 
Nancy  Patcl: 
Nancy  Kiggs 
Nancy  Simmoni 
i\[ary   Stone 
Mary  Traine 
Hannah  Webb. 
Margaret  Wyer 
Abigail  Young 
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A. — List  of  naval  pensioners— Continued. 


COXXECTICITT— 


NancvBrico 

Elizabeth  Jusclyi 


NEW  YORK 36. 

Mary  Allen,  alias  Gordman 

Betsey  Blossom 

Eliza  Baldwin 

Belinda  Bowie 

Susannah  Brum 

Catharine  Badger 

Sarah  Carr 

Margaret  Cumuiings 

Porothy  Cooper 

Elizabeth  Cunningham 

Mary  Davis 

Ellen  Dix 

Penelope  Denny  (changed  to  Ohio). 

Catharine  Fury 

Mary  Griffin 

Phoebe  Hammersley 

Susannah  Longill 

Julia  M.  Lawrence 

Mary  Lewis 

Susannah  L.  Osgood 

Mary  Ann  Marshall 

Mary  Olcutt 

Margaret   Nevarro 

Sarah  Place's  children 

Margaret  Purcells 

Catharine  Rasmussen 

Phoebe  Reynolds 

Sarah  Sisson's  daughter 

Sarah  Smith 

Elizabeth  Shubrick 

Eleanor  Smart 

Mary  Ann  Springer 

Mary  Smith 

Sarah  Town 

Charlotte  Wares 

Marvel  Wilcox 


PEXXSYLVAXI.^ 


-20. 


Rank  of  the  deceased.         Monthly 
pensions. 


Seaman 

Carpenter's  mate. 


Seaman , 

Carpenter's  n,a 
Cajjtain's  clerk, 
Sailingmaster   . 

do 
Gunner's  mate. 
Sailingmaster  , 
Seaman 


do 


Gunner  

Quartermaster  . 

Surgeon 

Quartergunner . 

Steward 

Surgeon   

Lieutenant  . . . . 

Boatswain 

Captain  


Mai 

Sailin-mas' 
Gunner  . . . 
Steward  . . 
Sailmaker  . 
Ordinarj'  s 

Sailmaker    

Pilot 

Boatswain 

Sailingmaster 

Boatswain's  mate 

Lieutenant  

Seaman    

Lieutenant  

Ordinary  seaman 

Marine 

Commander  in  tlotilla  . 
Carpenter's  mate 


Margaret  Arundel Sailingmaster  

Hannah  Archbold Ordinary  seaman. , 

Mary  Archbald do 

Ann  Brown's  child Seaman    , 

Jane  A.  Blakely's  daughter Captain    , 

Nancy  Carlisle's  children -  Marine 

Mary  Ann  Hill Quartergunner    . . , 

Sarah  Hill's  children Ordinary  seaman. , 

Diana  Hardy do 

Mary  Hadding Quartermaster 

Maria  T.  Johnson Carpenter's  mate. . 

Jane  Logue's  children Marine 

Sarah  Matthews Quartergunner    . . 

Eleanor  Monroe's  child Seaman 

Anne  Midlen Master's  mate .... 

Martha  Rose Seaman 

Margaret  Rankin's  child Ordinary  seaman. 

Elizabeth  Tronys j  Marine 

Lydia  Van  Horn I         do     

Mary  Wine's  child [  Seaman 


M.VRYLAXD — 11. 

H^i-riet  Barney Captain    . 

Lavina  M.  Edgar !  Surgeon  . 

Ruth  Gilbert I  Seaman . . 


$6  00 
9  50 


9 

50 

12 

50 

20 

00 

20 

00 

9 

50 

20 

00 

6 

00 

6 

00 

10 

00 

9 

00 

25 

00 

9 

00 

9 

00 

25 

00 

20 

00 

10 

00 

50 

00 

3 

00 

20 

00 

10 

00 

9 

00 

10 

00 

5 

00 

10 

00 

20 

00 

10 

00 

20 

00 

9 

50 

20 

00 

6 

00 

20 

00 

5 

00 

3 

00 

20 

00 

9 

50 

20 

00 

5 

00 

5 

00 

6 

00 

50 

00 

3 

00 

9 

00 

5 

00 

5 

00 

9 

00 

9 

50 

3 

00 

9 

00 

6 

00 

10 

00 

6 

00 

5 

00 

50  00 
25  00 
6  00 


Annual 

pensions. 
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A. — List  of  naval  jxnsioners — Continued. 


Sophia  Gardner Master  commandant  . 

Elizal)etli  Oravson Caiitain  niarincs  .  .  .  . 


Rank  of  tlie  deceased. 


DISTRICT    OF    COLUMBIA— 

Ellen  Beeve's  child... 

Eliza  Cassin 


Sailingi 
Gunner 


Sophia  A.  Gunnelle 

Susan  Hook's  dau-liter 

Eliza  Hall 

Susan  Haraden  

Mary  E.  Martin 

Eliza  Jfaury 

Charity  Niehnlsnn 

Eliza  L.   IVarce 

Eleanor  J.  Snow 

Isabella  J.  Searcy 

Eliza  Tarbell  . . /. 


VIRGINIA 0. 


Lieutenant  . 
Captain    .  .  . 


Eliza  W.  Cocke 

Ann  Hardin '  Seaman 

Frances  M.  Lewis Master  conimandan 


Mary  Neal  . 
Harriet  H.  Sanders  . 


NORTH    CAROLINA 

Ann  D.  Collins'  heirs 

SOUTH    CAROLINA 

Mary  R.  Hatch 

KENTUCKY 1. 

Charlotte  A.  Holcombe's  child 

GEORGIA 1. 

Harriet  Ann  Elbert 


eu tenant  . 
do 


Carpenter's  mate. . 


Monthly 
pensions. 


$30  00 
20  00 
6  00 
9  00 
3  00 
9  00 
20  00 
10  00 


10  00 
20  00 
20  00 

4  00 
20  00 
30  00 

5  00 
20  00 
10  00 
20  00 

0  00 
20  00 
50  00 


20  00 
6  00 
30  00 
20  00 
20  00 


Annual 
pensions. 


$300 
240 


108 
3(5 


240 
600 


360 
240 
240 


Becajnkdation. —  Widoi 

'  and  orp) 

lan  pensioners 

n  the  State  of— 
2 

^7 

New  York 

36 

20 

Maryland 

11 

13 

5 

North  Carolina        1 

Kentucky 1 

NAVAL    AFFAIRS. 


[No.  360- 


Ahslrad  of  i 


jrrants  drawn  bi/  the  Secretan/  of  the  Navy  on  the  Treaf^urer  of  the  United  Stales,  on  account 
of  the  naci/  2)e>^^ion  fund,  from  the  Id  January  to  the  31>s/  December,  1827. 


In  whose  favor  drawn. 


The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  United  States,  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  to  pay  ])eiisi(niers 

Burweil  S.  Kandnlph,  hitc  midsinpnian,  t,)r  his  pension  from  1st 
January,  18:21,  t..  :ilst  Drccnil.cr,  ls-2(l 

Benj.  Homans,  td  i)urchasi'  I'nitinl  Slates  stocks 

The  president  of  tlie  Cunibcrkind  Bank,  at  Portland,  Maine,  t(j  pay 
pensioners 

The  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Portsmouth,  N.  H., 
to  pay  pensioners 

The  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Boston,  to  pay  pen- 
sioners   

The  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank,  New  York,  to  pay 
pensioners 

The  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Philadelphia,  to  pay 
pensioners 

The  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Baltimore,  to  pay  pen- 
sioners   

The  president  Branch  Farmers'  Bank,  of  Delaware,  New  Castle 

The  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Hartford,  Conn.,  to  pay 
pensioners 

The  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Providence,  K.  I.,  to 
pay  pensioners 

The  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  to 
pay  pensioners 

The  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Norfolk,  Va.,  to  pay 
pensioners 

The  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank,  New  Orleans,  La.,  to 
pay  pensioners 

The  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Savannah,  Georgia,  to 
pay  pensioners 

The  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Charleston,  S.  C,  to 
pay  pensioners 

George  Macdaniel,  agent,  District  of  Columbia 

Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  for  purchase  of  stock 

Tile  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank,  New  York,  to  pay  pen- 
sioners   

The  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Boston,  to  pay  pen- 
sioners   

The  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Philadelphia,  to  pay 
pensioners 

The  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Baltimore,  to  pay  pen- 
sioners   

The  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Norfolk,  to  pay  pen- 
sioners   

The  president  of  Cumberland  Bank,  Portland,  Me.,  to  pay  pensioners 

The  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  to 
pay  pensioners 

The  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Hartford,  Conn.,  to 
pay  pensioners 

The  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Providence,  R.  I.,  to 
pay  pensioners 

The  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Savannah,  Georgia,  to 
pay  pensioners 

The  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Charleston,  S.  C,  to 
pay  pensioners 

The  president  Farmers'  Bank,  New  Castle,  Del.,  to  pay  pensioners. . 
George  Macdaniel,  agent.  District  of  Columbia 

Thomas  Tudor  Tucker,  for  the  purchase  of  stock 


Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  January  1, 
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Stalement  of  bank  i^locks  belonging  to  the  navg  jjentiion  fund. 


Eiglit  hundred  and  ninety  shaves  Columbian  liauk  stm'k 

Ninety  shares  Columbian  Bank  stock 

Seven  laindred  shares  Washington  Bank  stork 

Six  hundred  shares  Union  Bank  stock 


Amount  of  cost. 


$S9,000  00  $!)."), 902  00 

0,1)00  00  3,000  00 

14,000  00  14,200  00 

l."),000  00   ;  1.^,340  50 

§121,000  00  j  §121),  103  10 


The  amount  of  the  United  States  stocks  paid  off  since  the  last  report  has  been  reinvested  in  United 
States  stock  for  this  fund,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  register's  report  herewith. 

T.  WATKINS. 
TRE.A.SURY  Department,  Fourth  Auditor'^  Office,  January  1,  1828. 


D. 
The  commhtiioners  of  the  navy  jyension  fund,  in  account  with  Tliomaa  Tudor  Tucker,  treasurer  thereof. 

Dr. 
To  warrants  paid,  viz: 
January  1,  1821. 

No.  314.  President  of  tlie  U.  S.  Branch  Bank,  Cincinnati,   Ohio §134  00 

No.  315.  Burwell  S.  Randulph 390  00 

No.  316.  Benjamin  Honians 135,000  00 

No.  317.  President  of  the  Cumberland  Bank,  Portland,  Maine 000  00 

No.  318.  President  of  the  U.  S.  Branch  Bank,  Portsmouth,  N.  H 250  00 

No.  319.  President  of  the  U.  S.  Branch  Bank,  Boston 3, 000  00 

No.  320.  President  of  the  U.  S.  Branch  Bank,  New  York 3,500  00 

No.  321.  President  of  the  U.  S.  Branch  Bank,  Philadelphia 2,000  00 

No.  322.  President  of  the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Delaware,  New  Castle 50  00 

No.  323.  President  of  the  Bank  United  States,  Baltimore 2 ,  000  00 

No.  324.   President  of  the  U.  S.  Branch  Bank,  Hartford 500  00 

No.  325.  President  of  the  U.  S.  Branch  Bank,  Providence 200  00 

No.  326.  President  of  the  U.  S.  Branch  Bank.  Ciii.-iiuiati 250  00 

No.  327.  President  of  the  U.  S.  Branch  Bank,  N..i  Inlk 700  00 

No.  328.  President  of  the  U.  S.  Branch  Bank,  New  Orleans 250  00 

No.  329.  President  of  the  U.  S.  Branch  Bank,  Savannah 120  00 

No.  330.  President  of  the  U.  S.  Branch  Bank,  Charleston 100  00 

No.  331.   George  Macdaniel,  agent,  &c 2, 200  00 

No.  332.  T.  T.  Tucker,  agent  for  privateer  pension  fund 7 ,  000  00 

No.  333.  President  of  the  U.  S.  Branch  Bank,  Boston 3, 000  00 

No.  334.  President  of  the  U.  S.  Branch  Bank,  New  York 9, 000  00 

No.  335.  President  of  the  U.  S.  Branch  Bank,  Philadelphia 2, 000  00 

No.  330.  President  of  the  U.  S.  Branch  Bank,  Baltimore 2, 200  00 

No.  387.  President  of  the  U.  S.  Branch  Bank,  Norfolk 000  00 

No.  338.  President  of  the  Cumberland  Bank,  Portland 000  00 

No.  339.  President  of  the  U.  S.  Branch  Bank,  Pmtsiu.intli 200  00 

No.  840.  President  of  the  U.  S.  Branch  Bank,  llaitfui,! 500  00 

No.  841.  President  of  the  U.  S.  Branch  Bank,  l"n,v„len.e 100  00 

No.  842.  President  of  the  U.  S.  Branch  Bank,  Savannah 120  00 

No.  843.  President  of  the  U.  S.  Branch  Bank,  Ciiarleston 200  00 

No.  844.  President  of  the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Delaware,  New  Castle 50  00 

No.  345.  George  Macdaniel,  agent,  &c ?  •  •  2,075  00 

No.  346.  T.  T.  Tucker,  agent  for  privateer  pension  fund 5, ;-)00  00 

Balance 15 ,  253  21 

Total $199,748  21 

Cr. 
1827. 

January        1.  By  balance  of  cash  in  my  hands,  this  day §24  13 

March          22.  By  Treasury  warrant  in  my  favor.  No.  264 2, 202  50 

^larch          24.  By  Treasury  warrant  in  my  favor,  No.  207 ^^*-' '  *^';f   ''^ 

ilay  9.  By  commissioners  of  tlie  navy  i)ensi(ni  fund 134,235  02 

June             21.  By  Treasury  warrant,  Xn.  -IW,  in  mv  lavur 10,024  95 

July             31.  By  commissioners  of  \W  navy  imi.skmi  fund 18,400  00 

September  27.   By  Treasury  warrant,  .\'<>.  27  7,  in  my  lavor 11 ,818  33 

December    26.  By  Treasury  warrant,  No.  10,045,  in  my  favor •  11,818  38 

Total 8199,748  21 
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Statement  of  the  Mocks  on  the  books  of  the  Trea.^ury.  to  the  credit  of  the  Secretanjof  the  Navy,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  and  the  Secretary' of  War,  for  the  time  being  commissioners  of  the  nacy  pension  fund, 
tcith  the  interest  ivhich  accrued  during  the  year  1S27. 


Principal. 


C.imiiiencement 
of  iiitei-c'st 


Interest  for 
the  year  1817. 


Unredeemed 
am't  of  princi- 
pal Jan.,  1828. 


Three  per  cent,  stock 

Three  prrrrnt.  St. M'k 

Sixper  rent,  stock. ifl  814, $10,000,000 
Sixpcrc.M,t.si.M-k..fl814,$10,000,000 
Six  jHT  c.Mit.  slock  of  1814,  $6,000,000 
Six  p.T  cut.  stock  of  1814,  $6,000,000 

Sixp.Tc.Mit.  stock  of  1814 

Six  ]\('v  cent,  stock  of  1815 

Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1815 

Five  per  cent,  stock  of  1820 

Five  per  cent,  stock  of  1821 

Funded   four    and  a   half  per    cent. 

st..ck  of  1824 

Funded    iour    and   a    half   per    cent. 

stock  of  1824 

Exchanged  four  and  a  half  per  cent. 

stock  of  1824 

Exchanged  four  and  a  half  per  cent. 

stock  of  1825 

Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1813 


§30,895  93 

20,000  00 

279,674  72 

1,750  00 

238,533  16 

0,730  76 

850  43 

43,814  41 

2,206  51 

19,444  44 

15,000  00 

150,000  00 

38,708  04 

29,946  74 

4,637  00 
*18,400  00 


January  1,  1827. 
July  1,  1827. 
January  1,  1827. 
July  1,  1827. 
January  1,  1827. 
July  1,  1827. 
July  1,  1827. 
January  1,  1827. 
July  1,  1827. 
July  1,  1827. 
July         1,  1827. 

January  1,  1827. 

July         1,1827. 

July         1,  1827. 

July  1,  1827. 
January  1,  1827. 


$926  88 

300  00 

16,778  08 

52  50 

14,311  99 

201  91 

10  50 

2,628  88 

66  18 

486  10 

375  00 

0,750  00 

870  92 

673  80 

104  32 

552  00 


$50,895  93 

281,884  72 

245,263  92 

350  48 

46,020  92 

19,444  44 
15,000  UO 


29,946  74 
4,637  00 


$45,089  06  $881,652  14 


Unredeemed  amount  of  principal  on  the  1st  of  December,  1826 

Add  stock  purchased  since: 

Three  per  cent,  stock $20, 000  00 

Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1814,  $10,000.000 1,750  00 

Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1814,  $6,000,000 

Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1814 350  43 

Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1815 2,206  51 

Five  per  cent,  stock  of  1820 19,444  44 

Five  percent,  stock  of  1821 15,000,00 

Funded  four  and  a  half  per  cent,  stock  of  1824 38, 708  04 

Exchanged  four  and  a  half  per  cent,  stock  of  1824 29,946  74 

Exchanged  four  and  a  half  per  cent,  stock  of  1825 5, 637  00 


$888,301  71 


Deduct  stock  redeemed: 

Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1813,  $16,000,000  loan $18,400  00 

Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1818,  $7,500,000  loan 134,235  02 

Unredeemed  principal,  31st  December,  1827,  as  above 


$1,034,287  16 


152,685  02 


Treasury  Depart.mext,  Register's  Office,  February  20,  1828. 


JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register. 


•  Paid  off  on  the  let  July,  1827. 
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[1st  Sessiox. 

Ox\   THE   EXPEDIENCY   OF   SENDING  TWO   ADDITIONAL  SLOOPS-OF-WAR  TO  THE   MEDI- 
TERRANEAN SEA,  FOR  THE  SUPPRESSION  OF  PIRACY  BY  THE  GREEKS. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    SENATE    MARCH    11,     1828. 

Skn-atr   CuAMnKu,  Jfarr],  11,  1S2S. 

Sir:  The  Cninniittoo  df  Fiiiaiieo  liavc  again  had  under  consideraticn  the  snlijcct  of  a|.pr,,|iiiati..ns  for 
an  ad.litiiin  In  the  naval  loi-cc  in  Ihr  Mcdiicnancan.  They  understood  from  yoii'tiiat  nunc  ..f  Ihc  smaller 
sized  vesscls-nr-war  w-'i'i'  (lisp  .salilc;  ami  llie  i-epiirt  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Naval  ]')nard  stal<>s  that  it 
wi.nld  iv(|iiire  two  slimps,  in  a.ldiliun,  lu  cnsniv  constant  convoy  from  Malta  to  Smvnia  and  ..tlirr  ikuIs 
andnnth.Mrnlun,.      Thai    f.nv,.    wm„|,1   ,-n.ite  an  annual  ex,,,,, s.  f.r  slnres    and    inVidrnral    ,.x|„,,'rs   of 

$ .      'I'lic   rununitl.M.   did    n,it    nlTer   an    ap|.n,|, rial  inn    in    llir    annn.al  l,dl,  as  xvrW  luTan.-r  lliev  had  net 

come  to  any  driinitr  c,  .nclnsi,,n,  as  Unit  it  mi-lit  liav  trndrd  In  a  d,dav  nf  ||ia|  l,il|.  Tla^v  \vi;h  l.ri-nw 
theyfinallv  <h'cnlc,  t-  knnw  frnni  ynu  whether,  under  all  111.'  eir.annsta'n.'es,  ad-liti.mal  run-,,  is  /,'„//./„.„- 
.vY/WV.  TIk'v  are  infurnie.!  by  you  that  the  whole  force  fur  the  .M.'.lilcnanrMn  is  nn,.  sl,i|,  ,,r  thr  lin.'  ,.ne 
frigate,  ami  three  snia  llrr  vessels.  They  submit  whether,  with  nlli.vrs  ,,r  snrl,  known  aclivity,  tliMsc  lin-e(>, 
and  oct-asionally  thi'  frigate,  could  not  give  ample  convoy  for  sindi  a  slnn-t  dislanre,  prnvidcd  ihc  llnci'  were 
enijilnyed  in  that  scr\  ice,  and  that  <nily.  They  also  submit  whether  an  understanding  could  not  be  had 
with  the  liritish  admiral  on  that  station,  for  the  employment  of  two  British  vessels  to  grant  nnitiiid  con- 
voy; you  will  |)eri'i.M\c  that  the  conjndttee  wish  to  avoid  any  additional  expenditui-e  unless  indispensably 
necessary.     Your  early  amswer  will  (_)blige 

Your  obedient  servant,  S.   SMITH. 

Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


repri 

1  1 

,  I'r 

"th 

euopocnliar 
1  the    best    inf 
K'  evil.      (»nr  . 

plac, 

;>d 

on 

their  zeal  and 

Navy  Department,  llarch  17,  1828. 
Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  re(N'ive  vour  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  applying  for 
an  addition  to  the  naval  fonv  in  the  Mediterranean. 

Since  my  last  note  to  yon,  on  the  1  itli  instant,  I  have  received  public  and  private  letters,  from  which 
I  enclose  short  extraets.  ^'ou  will  |ii-iceive  that  they  relate  to  the  existing  state  of  piracy  there,  and 
contain  some  speculations  as  to  the  future.  There  is,  unquestionably,  at  this  time,  much  danger  to  our 
commeice  from  pirati<-al  depredations.  The  continuance  of  the  danger  will  depend  very  much  on  the 
course  of  the  allied  sijuadrons,  and  the  diligence  and  energy  of  our  own  vessels.  The  situation  of  the 
Greeks,  both  on  the  continent  and  the  islands,  is  such  as  to  drive  many  of  them  to  piracy,  and  to  tempt 
the  unprimdpled  of  other  nations  to  seidv  and  use  their  Hag  to  cover  their  depredations.  Nothing  but 
the  i.res.'iMV  ,d-  a  f  .r.c  wlii(di  they  -bvad  can  intimidaf  and  control   Iheni. 

lis  of  jnd'.Ain'r  of  the  futnii'  purposes  of  the  allied  squadrons.  I  ivfer,  how- 
ilion  which  I  <'an  proeure,  that  their  elforts  will  not  be  such  as  efl'ectnany  to 
ol'lieei-s  ^\  ill  ilo  all  that  I  heir  [lower  can  properly  aeeoinpl isli.  Full  ndiance  is 
i\ity;  and  renewed  inst  rncti(jns  on  the  subject  ha\e  beengi\('n,  l!ul  the 
nund)er  of  our  vess<ds  is  too  small  to  watch  the  numerous  positions  Avliere  pii-ates  may  resort,  ami  from 
Avhich  they  may  issue  to  carry  on  their  work.  I  do  not,  therefore,  believe  that  there  can  be  entire  safety 
to  our  merchant  vessels,  except  by  means  of  convoy.  For  convoy,  the  number  of  our  vessels  is  so  small, 
that  the  delay  in  waiting  for  them,  and  the  danger  to  be  met  in  reaching  their  place  of  rendezvous 
and  departure,  would  injuriously  atfect  our  connuercial  operations.     To  entire  security  from  interruption. 

An  nndeistanding  for  inulnal  convoy,  sucdi  as  that  sn,L':,^;-ested  in  your  letter,  has,  in  some  instances, 
existed;  and,  if  it  be  desired,  can  again  be  attempted.  It  will,  for  many  months,  however,  be  unknown 
and  uncertain  whether  it  can  be  effected;  and,  in  the  meantime,  uncertainly  and  anxiety  will  prevail,  and 
serious  losses  may  be  encountered  by  our  merchants.  I  do  not  doubt,  upon  the  ^vhole,  that  it  would  be  a 
wise  and  beneficent  pi-ovision  which  woidd  enable  the  Department  to  send  two  additional  sloops  as  soon 
as  they  could  be  prepared. 

I  am,  very  respectfnlly,  &c., 

SAM'L   L.  SOUTHARD. 
Hon.  Sam'l  Smith,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Finance,  Senate  of  lliited  States. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Captain  D.  T.  Patterson,  commander  of  the  U.  S.  vhip  Constitution,  to   Commodore 
W.  M.  Crane,  dated— 

Smyrna,  Sejjtember  27,  1827. 

Herewith  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Booth,  received  on  the  23d 
inst,  who  will,  I  hope,  succeed  in  recovering  the  caigo  of  the  Cherub,  which  vessel,  with  the  brig  Rob  Roy, 
of  Boston,  arrived  here  on  the  23d  inst.,  under  conv..y  of  the  I'orpoise,  which  vessel  I  had  sent  to  Milo  to 
look  for  American  vessels,  believing  from  the  iidormation  received  that  there  would  be  some  there  await- 
ing a  convoy,  the  Lexington  having  been  detained  by  weather  at  Tenedos. 

The  Mystic,  mentioned  fv  Cnptain  I'.ooili.  r-niideicd  while  in  tow  of  the  Porpoise. 

On  the  24th,  with  a  fiesli  northeasi  wind,  the  Warren  sailed,  having  under  convoy  five  American 
brigs;  and  as  I  had  learnt  that  suspicious  looking  v,  .-^seLs  had  been  seen  cruising  out  of  sight  of  land,  west 
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of  Mattapau  and  Cerift-o,  I  directed  Captain  Kearney  to  run  his  convoy  one  to  two  hundred  miles  west- 
ward and  ni.t  l.i  1(mvc  them  in  a  calm  or  very  light  airs.  As  the  wind  has  continned  fresh  from  northeast, 
he  is'no  donM,  lirvond  the  Arches.  Another  convoy  of  \\u-  samr  iinml.iT  ,,r  Ani.Tican  vessels,  being  all 
now 'in  this  iH.it,  will  sail  abuut  the  5th  of  next  month  mA,T  .-Miiviiy  nl'  ilir  I'uipnise,  or  the  Lexington 
should  she  arrive;  l'a])tain  Kearney  being  directed  to  relieve  Captain  I'.ooth  art(>r  discharging  his  convoy. 

Should  tiie  cargo  of  the  Cherub  not  bo  restored,  I  sliall  feel  somewhat  at  a  loss  what  course  to  adopt. 

No  impression  can  be  made  upon  Carabusa  by  the  force  I  have,  except  by  blockade,  and  that  cannot 
be  rendered  effectual  from  the  situation  of  the  place;  I  shall  therefore  be  much  tempted  to  make  reprisals. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  W.  31.  Crane,  commanding   U.  S.  naval  forces  in  the  Mediterranean,  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated — 

Port  Mahon,  December  5,  1827. 

I  forward  copies  of  communications  made  to  me  by  Captain  Patterson  and  Lieutenant  Cooper,  by 
which  it  appears  that  piracy  has  not  lessened  in  the  Archipelago.  The  officers  and  crew  of  the  Porpoise 
have  been  successful  in  destroyin,n'  a  nnmlifn-  of  ]iirates  who  had  captured  one  of  Lieutenant  Cooper's 
convoy.  The  severe  cliastisi'ini'iit  they  receive(l  may  render  them  more  cautious  for  the  future.  Several 
of  our  merchantmen  liuvi'  been  roMie(l,'  notwithstand'in.L;-  all  the  vessels  of  the  squadron  (exceptthe  Java) 
were  left  for  their  protection;  and  there  are  numerous  cruisers  belonging  to  other  nations. 

The  islands  of  tiie  Archipelago  afford  secure  retreats  and  shelter  to  the  pirates,  and  in  calms  they 
make  use  of  fast  rowing  boats.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  victory  of  the  allies  at  Navarino  will  secure 
the  emancipation  of  Greece,  and  induce  the  people  to  resort  to  honest  courses. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Lieid.  Benj.    Cooper,  commanding  U.  S.  schooner  PorjMise,  to  Commodore  Crane, 

dated — 

Mahon,  November  19,  1827. 

I  have  also  to  inform  you  that  on  my  way  down  from  Smyrna  with  a  convoy,  one  of  them,  an  Eng- 
lish brig,  was  attacked  in  the  Doro  passage,  on  the  night  of  the  15th  October,  in  a  calm,  by  200  Greeks. 
They  fired  several  rounds  of  musketry  into  her,  when,  seeing  it,  I  immediately  hoisted  out  our  boats, 
manned  them  with  40  men.  Lieutenants  Goldsborough,  Carr  and  ]\laiininu-,  ami  ^[idshipman  Wilson,  had 
each  a  boat.  Owing  to  the  darkness  of  the  night,  and  the  noise  ma(l<'  by  the  pirates  in  towing  the  brig 
towards  Andros,  they  did  not  discover  our  boats  until  they  got  within  half  pistol  shot,  when  our  men 
gave  three  cheers  and  fired  into  the  caiques.  They  immediately  cast  otf,  and  two  pulled  for  Negropont 
and  one  for  Andros.  Three  of  our  boats  gave  chase  to  the  latter  and  continued  firing  into  her  for  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour,  within  pistol  shot.  Lieutenant  Carr,  with  one  midshipman  and  four  men,  finding  he 
could  not  keep  up,  returned  to  the  brig  and  there  found  forty  pirates.  They  had  jumped  overboard  when 
our  men  cheered,  in  hopes  of  reaching  their  boats,  but  not  succeeding,  they  then  attempted  to  regain 
possession  of  the  brig.  Nearly  all  these  men  were  put  to  death  by  this  boat.  The  affair  was  conducted 
by  Lieutenant  Goldsborough  with  great  judgment,  and  the  officers  and  men  acted  with  great  spirit  on 
the  occasion.  Notwithstanding  the  return  fire  from  the  Greeks,  I  am  happy  to  say  none  of  our  men 
were  injured.  An  Englishman  was  wounded  by  the  Greeks  after  they  boarded,  and  two  days  afterwards 
died  on  board  this  vessel. 

Three  American  brigs  parted  convoy  off  Scio,  and  one  was  robbed  of  a  large  part  of  her  cargo; 
another  was  abandoned  by  her  captain  and  crew  before  a  Greek  got  on  board ;  the  third  escaped. 

J 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  Ma^-iter  Commandant  B.  W.  Bootli  to  Captain  D.  T.  Patterson,  dated — 

MiLO,  September  19,  1827. 
Sir:  On  my  arrival  here,  I  fell  in  with  the  American  brig  Cherub,  that  was  captured  some  few  days 
previous  by  a  Jiiraticul  vessel  between  Cerigo  and  Candia,  and  carried  to  the  latter  place,  where  the 
wh(jle  of  the  cargo  was  taken  out  by  boats  employeil  for  that  purpose,  and  landed.  In  consequence  of 
this  circumstance,  1  have  been  extremely  anxious  to  proceed  without  delay  off  Candia,  with  the  hope  of 
yet  recovering  some  part  of  the  cargo,  and  of  being  aide  to  destroy  the  pirate,  as  he  is  said  to  make  that 
place  his  rendezvous.  I  have  now  to  report  to  you  that  after  having  communicated  with  Lieutenant 
Commandant  Cooper,  whom  I  fell  in  with  off  this  harbor  on  my  way  down,  and  understanding  from  him 
that  he  had  been  directed  to  take  under  convoy  for  Smyrna  any  American  vessels  bound  there,  I  left  the 
Cherub  with  directions  to  wait  his  return  from  Xajioli  de  Puunauia.  Meeting,  however,  with  head  winds 
and  every  appearance  of  thick  weather,  I  determined  to  run  in  again  and  anchor.  I  have  to  congratulate 
myself  that  I  did  so,  for  the  next  morning  I  was  inlunned  that  there  was  a  suspicious-looking  boat  in  the 
harbor,  offering  sugar,  coffee,  and  other  articles  for  sale.  1  inunediately  ordered  her  to  be  boarded  and 
overhauled,  and  found,  as  you  will  perceive  by  the  enclosed  papers,  tlitit  the  principal  part  of  the  cargo  • 
consisted  of  the  identical  goods  which  had  been  taken  from  the  ClieruK.  'I'liai  claimed  to  be  American, 
together  with  as  many  of  the  crew  as  we  were  enabled  to  aiiprcheml,  1  have  taken  on  board  this  ship. 
The  vessel,  with  the  articles  not  claimed  to  be  American  property,  with  the  exception  of  the  arms  and 
ammunition  I  found  on  board,  I  send  with  the  Cherub  to  await  your  disposal. 
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Extract  of  a  letter  from  Master  Commandant  Benj.  W.  Booth,  commanding  the  U.  <S'.  ship  Lexington,  to  the 
Honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated — 

Smyrxa,  December  11,  1827. 
The  frigate  Constitutinii,  (\iiitaiii  Patterson,  sailed  on  the  llth  ultimo  for  Port  Mahon,  where  he 
expected  to  join  the  coinni'Hldic,  li  ;i\  inj;-  me  orders  to  remain  in  tiie  Levant,  with  this  ship  and  the 
Warren,  for  the  protection  nl'  nur  coiniuerce  during  the  winter,  which  duty  we  have  been  previously 
engaged  in  for  several  months  [last,  and  notwithstanding  the  greatest  vigilance,  I  regret  to  say,  owing  to 
the  increased  number  of  pirates,  many  vessels  have  been  robbed  of  valuable  cargoes. 


Extract  from  the  official  report  of  the  cruise  cf  the  United  States  sliip  Warren,   tinder  command  of  JIaster 
Commandant  Latcrence  Kearney. 

September  25.  Sailed  with  a  convoy  of  American  vessels  from  Smyrna,  which  we  separated  from  on 
the  28th,  two  hundred  miles  westward  of  Cerigo. 

October  4.  Off  Carabusa  caiitmcd  a  piratical  boat  with  fourteen  men  and  one  boy.  Same  day 
captured  a  brig  under  the  (iicck  fia--.  jiifrced  for  sixteen  guns,  bound  into  Carabusa. 

From  October  4  to  24.  Ciuising  from  Cape  Matapan  to  Carabusa,  touching  at  Milo  for  convoy 
occasionally. 

October  25.  Off  Milo;  heard  of  the  robbery  of  American  brigs  Rob  Roy  and  Cherub.  Same  day 
chased  a  piratical  ten-gun  brig  belonging  to  Carabusa  and  sunk  lier  at  the  Island  of  Argenteire,  crew 
making  their  escape  into  the  mountains.  Cut  away  her  masts,  and  stripping  them  of  sails  and  rigging 
left  her  under  water. 

October  28.  At  Syra  found  the  Cherub  and  took  possession  of  her.  That  evening  the  U.  S.  ship 
Lexington,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Breese,  arrived,  (Captain  Booth  being  sick  in  Smyrna;) 
assumed  the  duties  pointed  out  in  the  instructions  of  Captain  Patterson,  addressed  to  Captain  Booth,  and 
shown  me  by  Lieutenant  Breese;  proceeded  to  Miconi,  leaving  the  Cherub  in  possession  of  the  Lexington. 
On  the  29th,  between  Tino  and  Miconi,  fell  in  with  the  Austrian  brig  Silence,  robbed  of  everything; 
towed  her  into  Syi'a  and  left  her  in  charge  of  the  Lexington. 

October  30  and  31.  Cruising  round  Miconi  captured  a  large  tratta  (a  piratical  boat),  capable  of 
rowing  forty  oars. 

November  1.  Came  to  in  the  harbor  of  Miconi,  and  on  this  and  the  succeeding  day  recovered  some 
sails  and  property  taken  from  the  Cherub,  and  two  cases  of  opium  taken  from  the  Rob  Roy,  also  the 
sails  and  rigging  of  the  brig  Silence,  before  mentioned.  Four  men  were  brought  off  by  the  inhabitants 
and  one  taken  by  us  in  the  mountains,  accused  of  piracy.  Took  possession  of  a  boat  belonging  to  the 
pirates  living  in  this  town,  which  we  afterwards  burnt. 

November  7.  Returned  to  Syra,  and  restored  the  plunder  belonging  to  the  Cherub,  and  the  sails  and 
rigging  of  the  Austrian  brig  Silence.  The  Lexington  and  Cherub  sailed  for  Smyrna.  Same  evening 
got  under  way,  and  sent  the  boats  under  Lieut.  Hudson  round  Andros. 

November  9.  Boats  returned,  bringing  off  one  piratical  boat,  and  having  burnt  another  in  a  small 
bay  near  the  south  end  of  Andros. 

Until  November  14.  Cruising  round  Jura  and  Andros;  the  people  of  Andros  .sent  off  a  boat,  said  to 
belongto  pirates;  found-on  board  of  her  a  twelve-pound  carronade,  and  tools  with  "  B.  Cherub"  marked 
on  the  handles;  this  boat  is  one  of  those  which  robbed  the  Cherub. 

November  18.  Arrived  at  Milo,  and  on  the  27th  the  xlmerican  brig  Sarah  and  Esther  arrived  from 
Boston. 

November  30.     Got  under  way  with  the  Sarah  and  Esther,  and  six  other  vessels,  for  Smyrna. 

December  6.     Arrived  at  Smyrna. 


Extract  of  a  loricate  letter,  dated — 

Smyrna,  December  12,  1827. 

The  system  of  piracy  here  is  as  well  established  as  any  other  system  or  any  other  pursuit. 

Piracy  has  "  Egina,"  the  present  seat  of  the  Greek  government,  for  its  fountain  head.  Here,  under 
the  authority  of  a  personage  who  signs  himself  secretary,  or  clerk,  a  great  number  of  commissions  are 
issued  to  brigs,  schooners,"and  small  boats,  or  anything  which  presents  the  price  of  the  signature  into  his 
hands.  Since,  however,  the  destruction  of  the  Turkish  fleet,  the  allied  powers  have  ordered  the  commis- 
sions to  be  called  in  and  canceled.  It,  therefore,  must  reasonably  be  expected  that  the  great  number 
of  Greek  sailors  who  will  be  thrown  by  this  measure  suddenly  out  of  employ  and  deprived  of  that  com- 
mission which  has  so  long  legalized  their  acts  of  piracy,  will  now  assume  the  undisguised  character  of 
pirates  in  smaller  vessels,  in  the  boats  which  can  with  impunity  commit  depredations,  as  experience  daily 
informs  us.  ,    /.     i  •  ,  -        u  i     ■    ^u 

Syra  is  one  of  the  principal  places  of  deposit  for  plunder— a  great  deal  of  which  is  sold  openly  in  the 
market;  from  thence  it  goes  to  Egina,  under  the  Greek,  or  Ionian  flag;  and  some,  under  the  latter,  goes 
even  to  Smyrna,  where  I  have  traced  the  principal  pirate  agent  of  Andros. 

Each  of  these  Greek  isles  have  a  man  or  two  of  this  kind,  an  agent,  or  consul  as  they  sometimes  are 
termed,  who  owns  the  pirate  boats  and  disposes  of  the  plunder,  holding  forth  encouragement  to  the  poor 
Greeks  they  employ.  ^     .  .         /-,      v 

How  far  this'system  will  be  carried,  it  is  impossible  to  conjecture.     Cruisers  from  Carabusa,   a 
piratical  place  at  the  west  end  of  Candia,  have  extended  their  trespasses  to  Sicily,  and  next  summer  I 
have  no  doubt  the  Greek  pirate  will  be  seen  off  the  rock  of  Gibraltar,  if  success  does  not  attend  him  before 
reaching  that  distant  point. 
VOL.  in 23  L 
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20th  CoxGREgs.]  No.    362.  [1st  Session. 

ON  CLAIM  OF  THE  OFFICERS  AND  CREW  OF  THE  BRIG  SYREN  TO  PRIZE  MONEY  ON 
ACCOUNT  OF  THE  DESTRUCTION  OF  THE  FRIGATE  PHILADELPHIA,  AT  TRIPOLI,  IN 
1804. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  MARCH  18,  1828. 

Mr.  Hoffman,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  v^ere  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  to  compensate  Susan  Decatur,  widow  and  representative  of  Captain  Stephen  Decatur, 
deceased,  and  others,"*  and  the  memorials  of  Charles  Stewart,  Robert  Thornton,  F.  C.  De  Krafft,  and 
Michael  Carrol,  reported: 

That  they  have  examined  the  subject,  and  the  several  memorials  and  proofs  in  support  of  the  claim 
they  assert  to  a  participation  in  the  bounty  of  the  government,  to  be  awarded  for  the  destruction  of  the 
frigate  Philadelphia,  in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli,  on  the  16th  day  of  February,  1804.  The  committee  are  of 
opinion  that  the  ofBcers  and  crew  of  the  brig  Syren,  on  that  expedition,  did  evervthing  that  could  be 
asked  or  expected  of  American  seamen  ardently  devoted  to  the  service  of  tlicir  cdniitiy;  but,  from  the 
nature  of  the  service,  and  the  time  and  manner  in  which  the  destruction  of  thut  frii^atc  was  effected,  did 
not  so  participate  in  its  destruction  as  to  require  that  the  said  bill  from  the  Senate  sin  mid  be  so  amended 
as  to  make  the  memorialists,  as  officers  of  the  brig  Syren,  and  her  crew,  participators  in  that  bounty. 

The  committee,  therefore,  report  that  bill,  without  amendment,  and  recommend  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Eesolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  said  memorialists  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


To  the  honorahJe  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepi-esentatives  of  the  United  States  of  America: 

The  memorial  of  Charles  Stewart,  on  behalf  of  the  late  officers  and  crew  of  the  United  States  brig 
Syren,  respectfully  showeth: 

That  he  has  seen,  a  few  days  since,  for  the  first  time,  an  act  now  depending  before  your  honorable 
body,  "for  the  relief  of  Susan  Decatur  and  others, "  the  object  of  which  is  to  make  compensation  to  the 
officers  and  crew  of  the  "ketch  Intrepid,"  for  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia,  in 
the  harbor  of  Tripoli,  in  the  month  of  February,  1804. 

Your  memorialist,  in  justice  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  seamen  and  marines  under  his  command  on 
that  occasion,  on  board  the  United  States  brig  Syren,  thinks  it  to  be  his  duty  to  lay  their  claim  before 
you,  for  a  fair  and  usual  participation  in  the  fruits  of  that  enterprise,  in  which  they  shared  in  the  toils 
and  dangers,  in  the  stations  and  manner  allotted  to  them,  fully  and  faithfully,  and  aided  in  promoting 
and  obtaining  the  success  which  crowned  it.  Your  memorialist,  for  himself,  and  those  under  his  com- 
mand, disclaims  every  idea  of  depreciating  the  gallantry  or  success  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
"Intrepid,"  and  particularly  of  their  gallant  commander,  in  this  daring  exploit,  nor  does  he  seek  to 
diminish  any  reward  their  country  may  be  disposed  to  confer  on  them;  and  he  cannot  believe  that  an 
attempt  to  obtain  justice  for  ot'.ers  can  be  attributed  to  any  such  unworthy  motive.  The  enterprise 
against  the  Tripolitan  frigate,  in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli,  the  object  of  which  was  to  destroy  her,  was  an 
undertaking  under  the  direction  of  Commodore  Preble,  the  commander-in-chief  on  that  station.  It  was 
also  in  his  discretion  to  order  such  a  force  on  this  service  as  he  thought  necessary  for  its  accomplishment, 
and  to  assign  such  duties  and  stations  to  the  force  employed  as  to  him  seemed  proper;  but  it  is  undeni- 
able that  every  vessel  thus  employed  and  directed  must  be  considered,  in  fact  was,  a  part  of  the  attacking 
force,  whatever  the  particular  part  of  the  service  assigned  to  it  may  have  been,  or  whatever  the  station 
was,  for  the  performance  of  that  service,  by  the  orders  ..I'  tin'  cniinnander-in-chief.  The  command  of  that 
expedition  was  placed  under  the  command  of  your  niciiinrialist  (^tlien  commanding  the  brig  Syren)  by 
the  commander-in-chief;  and  the  "  Syren "  and  "Intrepid"  cuibarked  together  in  that  enterprise.  For 
reasons,  which  may  be  explained,  if  necessary,  the  "ketch  Intrepid,"  being  rigged  in  a  manner  peculiar 
to  the  Mediterranean,  was  the  more  proper  vesssl  to  effect  the  surprise  of  the  enemy,  and  the  Syren  took 
her  part  and  station,  according  to  the  orders  given;  but,  nevertheless,  the  "Intrepid"  was  but  a  part  of 
the  force  employed  and  engaged  in  this  service,  and  the  Syren  another  part,  both  deemed  essential  to  its 
success,  by  the  commander-in-chief,  and  each  acting  in  its  assigned  sphere  and  place.  It  must  be  admit- 
ted that  a  confidence  given  to  the  crew  of  the  "Intrepid"  by  knowing  that  a  support  was  at  hand, 
should  it  be  needed,  must  have  contributed  to  the  happy  result;  and  there  seems  to  be  an  important  mis- 
understanding of  the  part  taken  by  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Syren  in  the  affair,  as  will  more  fully 
appear  if  the  facts  and  circumstances  shall  be  inquired  into.  It  seems  not  to  be  known  that,  although 
the  Syren  was  herself  anchored  in  the  outer  liarbor,  at  the  point  of  the  rocks,  her  boats,  the  launch  and 
cutter,  were  actually  engaged  in  destroying  the  enemy,  and  keeping  them  off  from  the  "  Intrepid  "  and 
frigate  Philadelphia,  while  the  officers  and  men  were  on  board,  and  jireparing  to  fire  the  frigate,  and  in 
which  service  a  number  of  the  enemy  were  killed  by  those  on  board  the  Syren's  boats.  Your  memorialist 
thinks  he  may  confidently  assert  that,  if  the  frigate  Philadelphia,  instead  of  being  burnt,  had  been 
captured  and  brought  out,  there  would  not  be  a  question  that  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  brig  Syren 
would  have  been  entitled  to  a  share  in  the  distribution  of  the  prize  money;  and,  as  the  present  contem- 
plated grant  IS  a  substitute  for  the  prize  money,  which,  in  strictness,  was  lost  by  the  destruction  of  the 
prize,  he  respectfully  conceives  the  rights  of  the  Syren  are  the  same;  that  the  principle  of  prize  money 
has  been  adopted  in  this  case  by  your  honorable  body,  is  manifested  by  the  allotment  of  a  part  of  the 
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grant  to  Commodore  Preble,  which  could  be  done  on  no  other  ]->rinciplo,   and  shows  the  g-rant  is  not  con- 
fined to  those  who  actually  nnd  porsonally  boarded  nnd  burnt  tlio  fri^-atf. 

Your  memorialist  b,-s  Icavr  tn  sL.tr  thr  rr;,.,,,,  why  ihis  ni.pTi.Mti.,,,  to  your  honorable  body  has 
i..«.  .,.ori„  w,>,.„  n,„i  „.i,y  11  IS  iinw  l„nu-hl  f,,.  Ward.  It  Nvill  I  „•  H  M,  ,1  Ut  tod  that  the  subjcct  of  the 
liil.id.  I|iliia,  ami  the  icward  in-upcr  tu  lie  bestowed  by  the  government,  on 
C.iii-ivss  ill  X.i\(aMlii  I-,  Isol;  a  resolution  was  then  passed,  ordering  a 
I'laiii  Iti'caiiir,  and  iw.i  im .iii li,-,'  pay  tu  the  officers  and  crew  under  his  cum- 
sii|iiM,se,l  iliat  (lie  \\  hole  siihjoet  was  ilien  disposed  of,  and  evorytliiug  d(nie 

at    ha.!     heell'done.    ''The's|'l!jee!!'I,oi;.v!a-ji'';',!!!'  ZrU     ,'eli  ved   on  'i  h!  '  H  uc" 

made  to  ,|,e  jnsliee  of  iho  eoiintry  hy  the  pelition  of  M,-s.  Snsan  Deeatur, 
IS  ai.plieatiou  would  bring  the  whole  subject  into  view,  and  that  the  same 
given  to  all  who  had  similar  claims  upon  it;  iu  which  casi\  hi'  supposed  it 
the  Syren  was  also  engaged  in  the  enterprise,  and  that  the  orijcis  and  crew 
lion  of  the  reward  awarded  to  it.  It  was,  therefore,  with  surprise  that  your 
memorialist  discovered  that  the  act  now  iu  its  passage  confines  its  benefits  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
"Intrepid,  "  (with  the  exception  of  Commodore  Preble,  who  was  several  hundred  miles  from  the  scene 
of  action,)  and  that  those  on  board  the  Syren  are  passed  by,  as  if  they  had  no  concern  or  part  in  the 
exploit. 

Your  memorialist  most  respectfully  prays  that  the  act  in  question  may  be  so  amended  as  to  include, 
in  its  benefits,  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Syren,  in  the  just  and  usual  proportions  of  distribution;  and 
your  memorialist,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  &c.,  &c. 

CIIAS.  STEWART. 
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To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  Rouse  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  in  Congress,  now  in  session: 
The  petition  of  Robert  Thornton,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  respectfully  represents: 

That  your  petitioner  was  a  quartermaster  with  Lieutenant  Stephen  Decatur,  in  the  recapture  of  the 
Philadelphia  frigate,  in  1804;  and  prays  your  honorable  body  to  grant  him  an  equal  dividend  of  the 
$100,000  proposed  to  be  granted  to  Mrs.  Decatur  and  the  crew'wlio  volnnleered  and  desti-oyed  il,e  j'hila- 
delphia,  agreeably  to  the  usual  mode  of  sharing  prize  money,  by  the  existing  laws  of  the  Cnited  Slates, 
or  such  equitable  distribution  as  will  leave  the  seamen  seven-twentieths  ami  the  ollieiTs  and  )ietty  ollicers 
the  usual  shares,  according  to  rank.  Your  petitionej  respectfully  states  that  every  man  did  his  duty, 
and  prays  that,  whatever  sum  Congress  may  grant,  the  dividend  may  be  uniform  to  the  captors,  or  their 
heirs,  agreeably  to  the  common  practice  of  dividing  prize  money. 

ROBERT  THORNTON. 

Philadelphia,  February  11,  1828. 


To  the  honorable  the  House  of  Bej^resentatives  of  the  United  States: 

The  memorial  of  F.  C.  De  Krafft,  formerly  a  midshipman  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  respect- 
fully represents: 

That  a  bill  has  passed  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  is  now  before  your  honorable  body,  to 
remunerate  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  ketch  Intrepid,  for  the  capture  and  burning  of  the  frigate  Phila- 
delphia, in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli,  on  the  Pith  February,  1804. 

That  your  memorialist  conceives,  should  the  bill  pass  your  honorable  boily  in  its  pi-esont  confined 
and  limited  shape,  injustice  will  be  done  to  liiniseUaml  oihers,  who,  if  not  eipmlly  entitled  to  share  the 
splendor  of  the  achievement  acquired  by  iIk.'  ollieeis  i>l'  tlu'  Intiepid,  aie,  ne\-eitheless,  eipially  entitled  to 
a  portion  of  the  prize  money,  as  recognized  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  uuited  Stales,  dated  22d  April, 
1800. 

That  the  dispatches,  too,  which  were  sent  by  Commodore  Preble  to  the  Navy  Department,  detailing 
the  brilliant  affair  of  the  destruction  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia,  will,  doubtless,  prove  that  both  the  offi- 
cers and  crew  of  the  bi-ig  Syren,  (in  which  your  memorialist  was  a  midshipman,)  and  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  Intrepid,  were  detailed  for  the  sjyecial  duty  which  was  performed  with  so  much  renown  to  our 
common  country;  that  your  memorialist,  not  having  access  to  the  records  of  the  Department,  cannot 
give  date  for  the  same,  but  w.udd  refer  to  Commodore  Preble's  letter  to  Lieut.  Com.  Decatur,  dated  Svra- 
cuse  harlM,r,  .laniiai'v  :;i,  1SU4,  viz:  ■•  It  is  niv  orders  that  voii  proeeed  to  Tripoli,  in  company  with  the 
Syren,  Lieutenant  Si. .wart,  .alter  that  liarl,..rin  tli.'  night,  boanl  tli.'  1 'hila.h.lphia,  burn  liia',  an.l  make 
good  your  retreat  with  the  Intrepid,  if  possible,  iinh'ss  y.  ni  .'an  in. ike  her  tli.^  m.aiis.if  .lestroving  the 
enemy's  vessels  in  the  harbor,  by  converting  hei-  int.)  a  lire  ship  f.>r  that  piir|i.isi\  ami  reir.ating  in  your 
boats" and  those  of  the  Syren.  You  must  take  fi.\..l  ammnniiion  an. I  apparatus  lor  th..  frigat..''s  eighteen- 
pounders;  and  if  you  can,  without  risking  too  much,  y.at  may  eii.h'tiv.ir  to  make  them  the  instruments  of 
destruction  to  the  shipping  and  Bashaw's  castle.  Y..11  will  ].rovide  all  necessary  combustibles  for  burn- 
ing and  destroying  ships.  The  destruction  of  the  rhiladelphia  is  an  object  of  great  importance,  and  I 
rely  with  confidence  on  your  intrepidity  and  enter|)risi'  to  effect  it.  Lieutenant  Stewart  will  support  you 
with  the  boats  of  the  Syren,  and  cover  your  retreat  with  that  vessel."  This  extract  demonstrably  proves 
that  Commodore  Preble  conceived  it  an  enterprise  in  which  both  the  Intrepid  and  Syren  were  engaged. 

That  your  memorialist  had  the  honor  of  serving  in  every  attack  made  on  the  town  of  Tripoli  in  the 
month  of  August,  1804;  that  he  is  proud  of  this  period  of  his  life;  and  that  he  would  be  the  last  that 
would  willingly  endeavor  to  defeat  the  purposes  of  reward  to  the  heirs  of  him  who  so  gallantly  and  so 
heroically  planned  and  executed  this  achievement.  But  a  paramount  duty  is  due  to  his  brother  officers, 
himself,  and  the  crew  of  the  brig  Syren ;  and  he  should  conceive  himself  wanting  in  common  feeling, 
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whilst  he  believes  them  entitled  to  a  portion  of  this  donation  from  his  country,  and  being  here  on  the  spot 
at  the  moment  this  donation  is  meting  out,  were  he  not  to  make  the  representation  he  has  done 

r.   b.   UJli   Js-KArri. 

February  11,   1828. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  journal  of  F.  C.  De  Krafft,  taken  from  the  log  book  of  the 
United  States  brig  Syren,  while  on  board: 

"On  the  3d  February,  1804,  the  brig  Svren  left  the  harbor  of  Syracuse,  in  company  with  the  ketch 
Intrepid-  at  nine  P.  M.'tnuk  Ihc  liitr<'|,i(l"  in  tow;  at  nine  A.  M.  the  hands  were  mustered,  and  the 
intention  of  the  expedition,  I'm-  the  (lcstru.-ti(in  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia,  was  made  known;  the  crew 
gave  three  cheers;  we  then  proceeded  on  tlie  expedition.  February  4th,  at  eight  P.  M.,  cast  off  the  Intre- 
pid- at  eight  A.  M.  took  the  Intrepid  in  t..\v  again.  February  5th,  at  half-past  ten  P.  M.,  cast  off  the 
Intrepid.  February  6th,  at  one  P.  M.,  made  signal  for  the  Intrepid  to  heave  to;  at  half-past  six,  bore 
away  for  the  Intrepid;  at  eight,  the  Intrepid  brouglit  to;  midnight,  made  signal  for  the  ketch  to  wear;  at 
four,  made  the  same  signal;  at  eleven,  sent  the  boat  on  board  the  ketch;  quarter-past  eleven,  the  boat 
returned  with  Lieutenant  Decatur.  February  8th,  at  two  P.  M.,  sent  Lieutenant  Decatur  on  board  the 
ketch-  half-past  two,  proportioned  our  sails,  in  order  to  keep  five  miles  astern  of  the  ketch;  at  five, 
made  the  town  of  Tripoli;  at  eight,  sounded  in  thirteen  fathoms;  at  nine,  came  to  in  seven  fathoms,  with 
the  larboard  bower;  the  land  supposed  to  be  three-quarters  of  a  mile  distant;  it  being  dark  and  hazy, 
could  not  discern  an  object  by  which  the  precise  situation  of  the  brig  could  be  ascertained;  got  the  boats 
out  and  sounded,  astern,  some  distance,  in  six,  seven  and  eight  fathoms;  and  in  shore,  in  four,  five,  six 
and  seven  fathoms;  the  cutter  being  much  injured,  hoisted  her  up  astern;  at  ten,  saw  a  light,  bearing 
west  by  north,  not  far  distant;  at  eleven,  it  bore  northwest  by  north;  answered  it  by  a  light  on  the 
starboard  bow';  got  in  the  boats,  the  wind  getting  to  the  northward  and  increasing,  the  sea  also  increas- 
ing- the  brig  rolling  gunwales  under;  got  purchases,  &c.,  on  the  cable,  but  could  not  weigh  the  anchor, 
after  five  hours'  exertion;  several  of  the  men  were  much  injured;  the  wind  and  sea  still  increasing,  day- 
light approaching,  the  cable  was  cut,  to  prevent  our  being  discovered  by  the  enemy;  made  sail,  and 
stood  to  northward  and  eastward";  at  six,  the  gale  still  increasing,  Tripoli  bore  south  by  west  five  leagues; 
at  seven,  spoke  the  ketch.  February  9th  and  10th,  the  ketch  in  company;  at  ten  A.  M.,  on  February  11th, 
hove  to  for  the  ketch;  Lieutenant  Decatur  came  on  board.  At  nine  P.  M.,  on  February  13th,  lost  sight  of 
the  ketch;  made  signals;  at  ten,  saw  the  ketch.  February  14th,  half-past  twelve  P.  M.,  Lieut.  Decatur 
went  on  board  the  ketch.  February  14th  and  15th,  in  company  with  the  ketch.  February  16th,  half-past 
two  P.  M.,  saw  the  land  on  the  lee  bow,  shortened  the  sail;  half-past  three,  hove  to  for  the  ketch;  at  four, 
sent  nine  men  on  board  the  ketch,  with  cutlasses  and  pistols,  &c. ;  half-past  four,  boat  returned,  hoisted 
her  up,  and  made  sail  for  the  land;  half-past  five,  Tripoli  bore  southwest;  half-past  nine,  light  winds; 
set  stay -sails;  at  ten,  called  all  hands  to  quarters,'  and  run  out  the  guns;  half-past  ten,  spoke  the  ketch; 
at  one  A.  M.  called  all  hands  to  quarters,  run  in  the  guns  and  secured  them ;  between  one  and  four,  standing 
off  and  on  the  land;  at  eight  A.  M.  the  high  land  near  Tripoli  bore  southwest  by  west  seven  leagues.  Feb- 
ruary 11th,  at  four  P.  M.,  saw  the  town  of  Tripoli;  at  half-past  six,  hoisted  out  the  barge  and  launch;  at 
seven,  Tripoli  bore  south-southwest  nine  miles;  at  eight,  Tripoli  bore  south-southwest  five  miles;  at 
nine,  came  to  with  the  stream  anchor  in  twenty-two  fathoms;  Tripoli  bore  southwest  by  south  one  mile 
distant;  nearly  calm;  sent  the  launch  and  barge  to  Lieutenant  Decatur,  with  ofBcers  and  men;  half-past 
ten.  Lieutenant  Decatur  made  signal  for  a  reinforcement  of  officers  and  men,  in  boats;  about  ten  minutes 
after  which,  the  Philadelphia  burst  in  flames,  fore  and  aft;  the  castle  and  batteries  then  commenced  a  fire 
at  the  ketch  and  the  Philadelphia,  and  in  every  direction;  midnight,  fine  pleasant  weather,  weighed 
anchor  and  stood  to  the  north  and  east;  half-past  midnight,  the  launch  and  barge  returned,  hoisted  them 
in;  at  one,  spoke  the  ketch,  and  took  her  in  tow;  Lieutenant  Decatur  came  on  board;  made  sail,  the 
town  of  Tripoli  bearing  south-southwest  two  leagues  distant." 


To  the  honorable  the  Rouse  of  Representatives  and  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  petition  of  Michael  Carrol,  of  Maryland,  humbly  showeth:  That  he  was  second  lieutenant  on 
board  of  the  Syren,  detached  by  Commodore  Preble  to  co-operate  with  the  ketch  Intrepid,  in  the  burning 
of  the  frigate  Philadelphia.  That  the  Syren  approached  within  a  mile  of  Tripoli,  and  detached  a  portion 
of  her  crew,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Caldwell  and  Midshipman  Dorsey,  to  aid  the  gallant 
Decatur  and  his  brave  crew  in  achieving  that  splended  deed.  He  prays  that  he  and  the  crew  of  the 
Syren  may  participate,  by  a  fair  distribution,  in  whatever  sum  Congress  may  award  for  the  destruction 
of  that  frigate;  and  he,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  maj. 

MICHAEL  CARROL. 


To  the  honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  in  Congress  assembled: 

Mary  Preble,  of  Portland,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  in  behalf  of  herself  and  Edward  Deering  Preble, 
respectfully  represents  that  she  is  the  widow,  and  the  said  Edward  Deering  Preble  is  the  only  son  and 
child  of  Edward  Preble,  late  a  post  captain  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States  of  America;  and  that  they 
are  the  sole  legal  representatives  of  the  said  Edward  Preble. 

That,  within  a  short  time,  she  has  been  informed  of  the  pendency  of  a  petition  before  Congress, 
made  by  the  widow  of  the  late  gallant  Stephen  Decatur,  also  a  post  captain  in  said  navy,  in  her  own 
behalf  and  that  of  others  interested,  claiming  compensation  for  the  frigate  Philadelphia,  recaptured  by 
said  Decatur  and  his  brave  associates,  and  burnt  by  the  order  of  said  Preble,  in  the  war  with  the  govern- 
ment of  Tripoli,  in  1804. 

Knowing,  as  the  said  Mary  does,  that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  is  never  backward  to 
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ing,  as  she  does,  that  the  destruction  of  the  frigate  Phila- 

I'lieinj^  will  never  cease  to  be  viewed  as  a  most  meritori- 

agcd  in  it  entitled  to  the  gratitude  and  rewards  of  their 

iirlure,  to  present  her  claim,  in  her  own  behalf  and  that  of 


;  sii--,"s1s   Ihii 


1  In-u 


h(>  command  of  the  squadron  destined  by 
inli  was  entrusted  by  this  government  to 
(li'lphia  was  destroyed,  he  was  actually  in 
!'  s.iiil  Caiiiaiii  Ik'catur,  then  a  lieutenant, 

niii|ii'isiii--  said  si|uadron. 

■,    in   iIk'    least  ilc.i;Tce,  from   the  merits  of 


lat.Ml  .Taimary  31,  lS04;  and  it  is  sui.iriiln 
if  ;said  squadron,  no  such  expedition  wun 
nts  relating  to  said  war,  it  will  be  found  tli; 
ntain  Preble,  and  dispatched  from  his  squ 


tlicn 


listen  to  every  well-founded  demand,  and  belie 
delphia,  when  in  the  pnssrssiiui  nf  a  1 
ous  and  gallant  acliirvrnunt,  ami   th( 
country,  she  is  embdldcncil,  at  ilir  pn 
her  son,  to  the  wisdom  and   just  ire  nl' 

In  support  of  this  clain'i,  she  ivs| 
the  Govenmjent  uf  \hr  rnitcd  States 
her  late  husband,  and  that,  at  tlic  tim 
command  of  said  squadron,  in  tlic  IVi; 
was  subject  to  his  orders,  and  the  !ni 

It  is  far  from  the  intcntidn  ni  v. 
that  distinguished  and  lamented  nlliee 
any  such  unworthy  mntixc  ^\■ill  be  ini) 
nated  so  gloriously  Inr  the  natien  and 
by  the  express  orders  nf  said  Captaii 
that,  without  the  sanction  of  the  cr,] 
undertaken.  And,  by  a  reference  tu  t 
was  fitted  under  the  immediate  iuspec 
the  harbor  of  Syracuse. 

It  is  not  for  your  petitioner  to  arrogate  to  her  late  husband  the  sole  merit  of  planning  said  expedi- 
tion; she  deems  it  sufficient  for  her  to  refer  to  his  orders  under  the  above-mentioned  date  of  the  31st 
January,  1804. 

Your  petitioner  has  been  advised  that,  by  the  law  and  custom  regulating  the  distribution  of  prizes, 
her  late  husband,  as  commander  of  the  naval  force  employed  against  the  Tripolitan  government,  would 
have  been  entitled,  if  alive,  to  a  proportion  of  such  disti-ibution;  and,  thus  instructed,  she  feels  it  her 
imperious  duty,  as  the  guardian  of  his  son  and  the  widow  of  the  deceased,  to  prefer  her  claim  to  such 
share  as,  under  the  circumstances,  would  have  been  awarded  to  him. 

In  the  view  which  your  petitioner  takes  of  this  subject,  as  it  respects  the  commander-in-chief,  it  is 
not  necessary,  in  order  to  a  participation  in  the  prize,  that  he  sin  mid  lie  peisdiially  present  in  the 
rencounter  which  terminates  in  a  capture  effected  by  any  portion  <>f  Ids  ednimand,  and  in  eiunpliance 
with  his  orders.  Considering,  therefore,  in  every  point  of  view,  her  late  Imsliand  eiititle(l  tn  a  share  nf 
any  compensation  which  may  be  allowed  for  the  recapture  and  destructiun  of  the  frigate  riiiladelphia, 
she  respectfully,  but  earnestly,  prays  Congress  to  award  to  her  and  her  son  that  proportion  to  which  the 
late  Captain  Preble,  as  commander  of  the  squadron  employed  against  the  government  of  Tripoli,  is,  on 
every  principle  of  law  and  justice,  entitled. 

MARY  PREBLE. 

Dated  this  fourth  day  of  January,  1827. 


U.  S.  Frigate  Constitution,  Si/racii>!i>  TTurJit})-,  Januarij  31,  1804. 
Sir:  You  are  hereby  ordered  to  take  command  of  the  prize  keteh,  whieh  I   iia\c  named  the  Intrepid, 
and  prepare  her,  with  all  possible  dispatch,  for  a  cruise  of  thirty  (la^s,  Avitli   lull   allowance  of  water. 


provisions,  &c.,  for  seventy-fi\ 
will  take  seventy  men,  inelmlinu'  <d 
volunteer  their  services  for  hnai-il mq  , 
to  me  and  I  will  furnish  you  Avith  ni 
to  sail  to-morrow  evening,  or  some  h 
It  is  my  orders  that  you  proceed 
that  harbor  in  the  night,  board  the  fi 
Introjiid,  if  possible,  unless  you  can  i 
by  con\-erting  her  into  a  fire  ship  fir 
You  must  take  fixed  ammunition  and 
)  much,  you  may  endeav 


I  shall  send  you  five  midshipmen  lixmi  the  Constitution;  and  j'^ou 
Ts,  from  the  Enterprise,  if  that  number  can  be  found  ready  to 
/  hurning  the  Philadelphia  in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli;  if  not,  report 
til  complete  your  complement.     It  is  expected  you  will  be  ready 

IS  sddiier  if  the  signal  is  made  fur  that  purpose. 

>  Tri|Hili,  ill  cunipaiiy  with   the  Syren,  Lieutenant  Stewart,  enter 

//(•  /'Ill/ml, 'l/i]ii(i.  Iiiirii  Jut,  and  make  your  retreat  good  with  the 
ke  li,T  the  ni.'aus  nf  destnyiii-  the  enemy's  vessels  in  the  harbor, 
lit  inujiese,  and  retreating-  in  ymir  Imats  and  tlmse  of  the  Syren. 
lipaiatiis  f(ii-  tlie  frigate's  lS-|Hiiiiiileis;  and,  if  you  can,  without 
he   instniiiients  nf  desti-nctidn  tn  the  shipping  and 


Bashaw's  castle.  You  will  provide  all  the  necessary  combustibles  for  burning-  and  destroying  ships. 
The  dei<f  ruction  of  the  Philadelphia  is  an  object  of  great  importance;  and  I  rely,  with  confidence,  on  your 
intrepidity  and  enterprise  to  effect  it.  Lieutenant  Stewart  will  support  you  with  the  boats  of  the  Syren, 
and  cover  your  retreat  with  that  vessel.  Be  sure  and  set  fire  in  the  gun  room  berths,  cockpit,  store  rooms 
forward,  and  berths  on  the  berth  deck. 

After  the  ship  is  well  on  fire,  point  two  of  the  18-pounders,  shotted,  down  the  main  hatch,  and  blow 
her  bottom  out.     I  enclose  you  a  memorandum  of  the  articles,  arms,  ammunition,  fireworks,  &c.,  necessary, 


md  which  you  are  to  take  wit 

]ir(iceedings.     On  boarding  the  frigate,  it  is  jnnlial 

order  to  prevent  alarm,  to  carry  all  hij  lln-  sirard.     .M 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient 

Lieut.  Commandant  Decatur,  Intrepid. 


Ida, 


ith 


Me.  and  i-eport  to  me  your 
sistanee;  it  will  be  well,  in 
d  yiiu  in  this  enterprise. 

ED^YARD  PREBLE. 


United  States  Ship  Constitution,  Syracuse  Harbor,  January  31,  1804. 

Sir:  You  will  prepare  the  Syren  for  a  cruise,  and  be  ready  to  sail  to-morrow  evening,  or  as  soon  as 
the  signal  is  made. 

Proceed,  with  all  possible  dispatch,  for  the  coast  of  Tripoli:  the  ketch  Intrepid  under  the  command 
of  Lieutenant  Decatur,  with  seventy  volunteers  from  the  squadron,  is  ordered  to  accompany  you,  to 
endeavor  to  effect  the  destruction  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia,  in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli. 
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Previous  to  your  approaching  so  near  the  coast  that  the  Syren  can  be  discovered  from  the  shore,  you 
are  to  disguise  her,  by  changing  the  cokir  of  her  paint,  sending  topgallant-masts  on  deck,  rigging  in 
flying-jib-boom,  housing  guns,  shutting  in  ports,  raising  quarter-cloths,  &c.,  to  give  the  appearance  of  a 
merchant  vessel. 

I  conceive  the  object  in  view  can  be  best  effected  in  the  night;  you  will,  therefore,  keep  at  a  distance 
from  Tripoli  until  the  evening,  but  not  so  far  but  that  you  can  reach  the  harbor  by  midnight.  The 
Intrepid  being  rigged  in  a  manner  peculiar  to  the  Mediterranean,  probably  will  not  be  suspected  by  the 
enemy;  of  course,  it  will  be  most  advisable  to  send  her  ahead,  in  order  that  she  may  stand  into  the 
harbor  and  board  the  frigate. 

I  have  no  doubt  but  Lieutenant  Decatur,  with  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command,  will  be  able 
to  take  possession  of  and  destroy  her.  As  soon  as  the  Intrepid  has  entered  the  harbor,  you  will  stand 
in,  and  anchor  in  such  a  position  as  you,  in  youi-  judgment,  may  think  best  calculated  to  afford  her  assist- 
ance in  the  execution  of  the  main  object.  Cover  her  retreat,  or  destroy  any  of  the  enemy's  crusiers  that 
may  be  in  the  harbor,  by  sending  your  boats  for  that  purpose. 

You  will  prepare  the  necessary  combustibles  for  firing  vessels,  and  be  sure  that  your  men  are  pro- 
vided with  the  requisites  to  put  them  in  opei-ation. 

It  will  be  most  proper  for  you  to  enter  the  harbor  with  a  westerly  wind,  as  it  will  ensure  you  a  safe 
retreat.  The  destruction  of  the  frigate  is  of  ntitional  importance;  and  I  rely  with  confidence  on  your 
valor,  judgment,  and  enterprise,  in  contributing  all  the  means  in  your  power  to  effect  it. 

Whatever  may  be  your  success,  you  will  return  (if  possible)  directly  to  this  place. 

May  the  Almighty  take  you  under  his  protection,  and  prosper  you  in  this  enterprise. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  PREBLE. 

Lieut.  Commandant  Stewart,  United  States  Brig  Syren. 


On  board  the  Ketch  Intrepid,  at  sea,  February  11,  1804. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  in  pur'&uance  to  your  orders  of  the  31st  ultimo,  to  proceed 
with  this  ketch  off  the  harbor  of  Tripoli,  there  to  endeavor  to  effect  the  destruction  of  the  late  United  States 
frigate  Philadelphia,  I  arrived  there,  in  company  with  the  United  States  brig  Syren,  Lieutenant  Com- 
mandant Stewart,  on  the  7th;  but,  owing  to  the  badness  of  the  weather,  was  unable  to  effect  anything 
until  last  evening,  when  we  had  a  light  breeze  from  the  northeast.  At  1  o'clock,  I  entered  the  harbor 
with  the  Intrepid,  the  Syren  having  gained  her  station  without  the  harbor,  in  a  situation  to  support  us  iu 
our  retreat.  At  half-past  9  o'clock,  laid  her  alongside  of  the  Philadelphia,  boarded,  and,  after  a  short 
contest,  carried  her. 

I  immediately  fired  her  in  the  store  rooms,  gun  room,  cockpit,  and  berth  deck,  and  remained  on  board 
until  the  flames  had  issued  from  the  spar  deck,  hatchways,  and  ports;  and,  before  I  had  got  from  along- 
side, the  fire  had  communicated  to  the  rigging  and  tops.  Previous  to  our  boarding,  they  had  got  their 
tompions  out,  and  hailed  several  times,  but  not  a  gun  fired. 

The  noise  occasioned  by  boarding  and  contending  for  possession,  (although  no  fire-arms  were  used) 
gave  a  general  alarm  on  shore,  and  on  board  their  cruisers,  which  lay  about  a  cable  and  a  half's  length 
from  us,  and  many  boats,  filled  with  men,  lay  around,  but  from  whom  we  received  no  annoyance.  They 
commenced  a  fire  on  us  from  all  their  batteries  on  shore,  but  with  no  other  eflect  than  one  shot  passing 
through  our  topgallant-sail. 

The  frigate  was  moored  within  half  gunshot  of  the  Bashaw's  castle  and  of  their  principal  battery; 
two  of  their  cruisers  lay  within  two  cables'  length  on  the  starboard  quarter,  and  their  gun  boats  within 
half  gunshot  on  the  starboard  bow.  She  had  all  her  guns  mounted  and  loaded,  which,  as  they  became 
hot,  went  off.  As  she  lay  with  her  broadside  to  the  town,  I  have  no  doubt  but  some  damage  has  been 
done  by  them.  Before  I  got  out  of  the  harbor,  her  cables  had  burnt  off,  and  she  drifted  in  under  the 
castle,  where  she  was  consumed.  lean  form  no  judgment  as  to  the  number  of  men  that  were  on  board,  but 
there  wei-e  tioenty  killed.  A  large  boatfull  got  off,  and  many  leapt  into  the  sea.  We  have  made  one  prisoner, 
and  I  fear,  from  the  number  of  bad  wounds  he  has  received,  he  will  not  recover,  although  every  assistance 
and  comfort  has  been  given  him. 

I  boarded  ivith  sixty  men  and  offi.cers,  leaving  a  guard  on  board  the  ketch,  for  her  defence;  and  it  is 
with  the  greatest  pleasure  I  inform  you  I  had  not  a  man  tilled  in  this  affair,  and  but  one  slujli/h/  ir,,u,i,Icd. 
Every  support  that  could  be  given,  I  received  from  my  officers;  and,  as  each  of  their  condiut  was  bio  lily 
meritorious,  I  beg  leave  to  enclose  you  a  list  of  their  names.  Permit  me,  also,  sir,  to  speak  of  the  brave 
fellows  I  have  tlic  li.iin.r  to  command,  whose  coolness  and  intrepidity  was  such  as,  I  trust,  will  ever  char- 
acterize the  Aiiici-icaii  tars. 

It  would  \>v  iiijusiicc  in  me,  were  I  to  pass  over  the  important  services  rendered  by  Mr.  Salvadore, 
the  pilot,  on  whose  guod  conduct  the  enterprise,  in  the  greatest  degree,  depended.  He  gave  me  entire 
satisfaction. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  &c.,  STEPHEN  DECATUR. 

Com.  Edward  Preble,  commanding  U.  S.  Squadron  in  the  Mediterranean. 


United  States  Brig  Syren,  Syracuse  Harbor,  February  19,  1804. 
Sir:  Pursuant  to  your  orders  of  the  31st  January,  1804,  we  sailed,  on  the  3d  February,  in  company 
with  the  Intrepid,  Lieut.  Commandant  Decatur,  and  arrived  ofl'  Tripoli,  the  8th  inst.,  having  employed 
ourselves,  in  the  intermediate  time,  in  preparing  everything  for  executing  the  intended  object.  At  9  P. 
M.  we  anchored  in  six  fathoms  water,  near  the  rocks,  got  out  the  boats,  and  prepared  them  for  co-operat- 
ing with  the  Intrepid.  At  11,  we  observed  the  Intrepid,  by  her  light,  standing  off  shore — a  very  heavy 
sea  from  the  north;  and  a  strong  wind  hauling  to  that  quarter,  obliged  us  to  get  our  boats  in  immediately, 
and  get  under  way.  At  4  A.  M.,  finding  it  impossible  to  weigh  our  anchor,  having  had  the  men  several 
times  knocked  down  by  the  capstan-bars  and  several  much  injured,  daylight  approaching  to  expose  our 
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designs  to  the  enemy,  we  cut,  and  got  an  offing  of  ten  miles,  when  the  gale  and  .sea  increased  so  much 
that  we  could  scnvcely  show  any  sail,  which  contiimod  until  tiic  11th.  It  then  ;iliatcd,  and  I'siMit  for 
Lieutenant  Cniiminndant  Decatur,  and  we  lixcil  dii  tlic  fiilldwin^-  |ilaii  I'm-  tln'  next  aitriiiiil  viz-  ||<.  to  nm- 
ceed  in  the  Iiilii|.i(l,  al'imt  five  miles  ahead  <>[  the  liri.u-,  and  aiiili.a-.  a(  ni-lit,  al.i<  ast  uf  the  (Villein  rdrk,' 
that  form  the  liarlMH-,  until  tlie  Syren  got  inlu  that  sta'ti.m,  .ir  her  Imats  iiad  jnincd'  Lim  Vfler  niidni''ht'' 
he  to  proceed,  in  IIh.  Intivpid,  tc  the  shi,,;  tl„.  boats  to  keep  at  a  considerable  di.stance  astern  of  him! 
untd  he  eliected  a  l(.d-nicni  in  the  Ingate;  tlicy  were  then  to  board  the  Intrepid,  and  reinforce  him  or 
proceed  on  such  other  scrviic  as  he  iniglil  dii-crt.  ' 

We  were  driven  so  far  I.,  the  easiVan!  by  the  gale,  that  we  ,lid  nnt  regain  our  stati.m  eff  Tripoli 
until  the  15th,  when,  eunsidenng  the  p,.,ssibil,lv  there  Nva.s  uf  th..  T,ip,,lilans  haviu.-  s,,n,e  sn.pUons  of 
our  intentions,  1  reinlmve.!  l)..,-aiui-  wiih  an  eilieer  and  nine  vnlunleeis  fn,n,  the  Svien— ih.'  'le.-es^'arv 
arrangements  of  his  men  n.il  leaving  iu<. re  than  liltyto  support  him  in  boarding.  We  sKh'mI  intoei-ht  fathoms 
water  that  night,  but  could  not  determine  our  position,  not  having  seen  the  town;  we  were  theicfoie 
obliged  to  stand  off  again.  On  the  16th,  at  11  A.  M.,  the  Intrepid  stood  in  for  the  harbor,  and  wh.n  she 
had  got  her  distance,  we  tacked  and  stood  after  her,  with  a  light  breeze  from  the  iKuthward  and  west- 
ward; at  dark,  we  hoisb'd  out  th<'  boats  an.l  juvpared  them;  at  Sh.  oOni.,  P.  M.,  the  wind  left  us,  and  a 
light  air  from  the  land  siiei-e,de(l ;  we  anchored,  wiih  .air  stivani  in  I'li  lathoms  water,  the  town  of  Tripoli 
bearing  southwest  about  llnve  mi  h's.lislani.  We  immedialely  dispaiiluMl  I  he  boats,  with  30  men  and  officers 
under  the  cmmaiid  ..f  Lieutenant  Caldwell,  who  was  oideivd  to  proeeed  to  the  eastern  roeks  wluav  he 
wouM  iind  the  Inli-epid,  and  to  plaee  himsell'  under  fh,.  eonnnand  of  laeulenantConunandan't  De.-alur 
At  hair-past  1(1  the  Irigate  I'liiladelphia  was  in  a  i.la/.e,  fore  and  all,  when  the  batteries  eon. men. -,.1  a  lire 
on  the  Intrepid,  as  she  ndreated.  At  11,  th<.  (i-igate's  t..ps  l.'ll;  several  of  her  guns  going  off,  the  shot 
made  a  considerable  rattling  in  the  town.  Shortly  after,  her  cables  parted,  and  she  drifted  under  the 
castle.  At  1,  A.  M.,  the  Intrepid  and  boats  joined  us;  at  6,  the  light  could  still  be  seen  from  the  deck,  we 
being-  about  40  miles  distant  from  her. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  &c.,  CHAS.  STEWART. 

Commodore  Edward  Preble,  (f-c. 

Washixgton,  Fehruarxj  26,  1828. 
I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  correct  copy,  from  tlie  letter-book  of  commodore  Preble,  now  in  my 


possession. 


CH.  AV.  GOLDSBOROUGH. 


I  have  carefully  examined  the  letter  book,  journal,  and  order  book  of  Commodore  Preble,  during  his 
command  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  state,  confidently,  that  there  is  no  letter  from  Lieutenant  Caldwell  to 
Lieutenant  Stewart  or  any  other  officer  upon  the  subject  of  the  proceedings  of  the  boats  of  the  Syren, 
under  his  command,  on  the  occasion  of  the  destruction  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia  by  Lieutenant  Com- 
mandant Decatur,  in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli. 


February  27,  1828. 


CH.  W.  GOLDSBOROUGH. 


Brig  Syren,  Syracuse  Harbor,  February  19,  1804. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  for  your  information,  the  principal  occurrences  and  observations 
during  our  late  expedition,  in  company  with  the  ketch  Intrepid,  Lieutenant  Commandant  Decatur,  to 
effect  the  detTtruction  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia  in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli,  and  on  the  happy  termination 
of  that  enterjjrise,  T  heartily  congratulate  you.  I  only  have  to  lament  that  a  junction  had  not  been 
formed  with  th.'^lntr.pi.l  l)y  the  boats  of  the  Syi'en,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Caldwell,  as  I 
make  no  doubt  they  w.mld  have  been  able  to  carry  and  destn)y  one  or  both  of  the  cruisers,  laying  near 
the  frigate.  You  will  observe  by  my  notes  that  the  boats  were  dispatched  in  due  season,  to  meet 
the  Intrepid,  agreeably  to  our  arrangements,  but  circumstances  rendering  it  advisable  for  Lieutenant 
Commandant  Decatur  to  enter  upon  the  enterprise  much  earlier  than  was  intended,  the  junction  with 
the  boats  was,  consequently,  defeated,  until  after  the  ship  was  on  fire,  and  the  ketch  retreating  out  of 
the  harbor. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant,  CHARLES  STEWART. 

Com.  Edward  Preble,  Com.  of  the  U.  S.  Squadron  in  the  Mediterranean. 

Washington,  February  26,  1828. 
I  certify  the  within  to  be  a  correct  copy  from  the  letter  book  of  Commodore  Preble,  now  in  my 
possession. 

CH.  W.  GOLDSBOROUGH. 


Extracts  from  Commodore  Preble's  official  di.fpatches. 

United  States  Ship  Constitution,  Syracuse  Harbor,  February  19,  1804. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  United  States  brig  Syren,  Lieutenant  Commandant 
Stewart,  and  ketch  Intrepid,  of  four  .!;-uns.  Li.Mitonant  Commandant  Decatur,  arrived  here  last  evening 
from  a  cruise.  They  left  this  port  the  :;,1  instant,  with  my  or.l.-rs  to  proceed  to  Tripoli,  and  burn  the 
frigate,  late  the  United  States  frigate,  I'ln'lmhl/.lna.  at  audi. a-  in  that  harbor,  I  was  well  informed  that 
her  situation  was  such  as  to  render  it  imp..ssiM,>  t.i  bring  her  (uit;  and  her  destruction  being  absolutely 
necessary  to  favor  my  intended  operations  against  that  city,  I  determined  the  attempt  should  be  made. 
I  enclose  you  copies 'of  my  orders  on  this  occasion,  which  have  been  executed  in  the  most  gallant  and 
officer-like  manner  by  Lieutenant  Commandant  Decatur,  assisted  by  the  brave  officers  and  crew  of  the 
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little  ketch  Intrepid  under  his  command.  Their  conduct  in  the  performance  of  the  dangerous  service 
assigned  them  cannot  be  sufficiently  estimated.  It  is  beyond  all  p  aise.  Had  Lieutenant  Decatur 
delayed  one  half  hour,  for  the  boats  of  the  Syren  to  have  joined  him,  lie  would  have  failed  in  the  mam 
obiect  as  a  gale  commenced  immediately  after  the  frigate  was  on  lire,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  the 
ketch  was  got  out  of  the  harbor.  The  Syren,  owing  to  the  lightness  of  tiie  breeze  in  the  evening,  was 
obliged  to  anchor  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  city,  which  prevented  her  boats  from  rendering 
such  assistance  as  they  might  have  done,  liad  they  entered  the  harbor  earlier. 

Lieutenant  Stewart  took  the  best  position  without  the  harbor,  to  cover  the  retreat  of  tne  Intrepid, 
that  the  lightness  of  tlie  breeze  would  admit  of;  his  conduct  through  the  expedition  has  been  judicious 
and  highly  meritorious.  But  few  of  the  officers  of  the  squadron  could  be  gratified  by  sharing  in  the 
danger  and  honor  of  the  enterprise.  „     ^      i  .         i     x        ^i    •  •  .1 

In  justice  to  them,  I  beg  leave  to  observe  that  they  all  offered  to  volunteer  their  services  on  the 
occasion-  and  I  am  confident,  whenever  an  opportunity  offers  to  distinguish  themselves,  that  they  will  do 
honor  to  the  service.  I  enclose  you  Lieutenant  Commandants  Stewart  and  Decatur's  official  communi- 
cations, with  the  names  of  the  officers  on  board  the  ketch. 

With  the  hio-hest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

^  EDWARD  PREBLE. 


Statement  of  the  circumstances  attending  the  destruction  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia,  ivith  the  names  of  the 
officers  and  the  number  of  men  employed  on  the  occasion,  as  laid  before  the  President  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy. 

On  January  31,  1804,  Commodore  Preble,  lying  with  his  squadron  in  the  harbor  of  Syracuse,  gave 
orders  to  Lieutenant  Charles  Stewart,  commanding  the  brig  Syren,  of  sixteen  guns,  and  to  Lieutenant 
Stephen  Decatur,  jr.,  commanding  the  ketch  Intrepid,  of  four  guns  and  seventy-five  men,  to  proceed  to 
Tripoli,  and  to  destroy  the  frigate  Pliiladelphia,  of  forty-four  guns,  then  lying  in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli. 
Lieutenant  Decatur  had  orders  to  enter  the  harbor  in  the  night,  board  and  set  fire  to  the  Philadelphia, 
and  Lieutenant  Stewart  was  ordered  to  take  the  best  possible  position  without  the  harbor  to  cover  the 
reti'eat. 

Under  these  orders  they  proceeded  immediately  to  the  coast  of  Tripoli;  but  owing  to  very  heavy 
gales  of  wind  that  usually  prevail  there  in  the  winter  season,  the  enterprise  could  not  be  undertaken 
until  the  16th  of  February,  when,  Lieutenant  Stewart  having  taken  the  best  possible  position  to  effect 
the  object  of  his  instructions.  Lieutenant  Decatur,  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  night,  entered  the  harbor  of 
Tripoli,  boarded  and  took  possession  of  the  Philadelphia. 

This  frigate,  at  the  time  she  was  boarded,  had  all  her  giins  mounted  and  charged,  and  v,-as  lying 
within  half  gunshot  of  the  Bashaw's  castle  and  of  his  principal  battery.  Two  Tripolitan  cruisers  were 
lying  within  two  cables'  length  on  the  starboard  quarter,  and  several  gun  boats  within  half  gunshot  on 
the  starboard  bow,  and  all  the  batteries  on  shore  were  opened  upon  the  assailants.  About  twenty  men 
of  the  Philadelphia  were  killed,  a  large  boatfuU  got  off,  and  orie  man  was  made  prisoner. 

After  having  gained  possession  of  the  frigate,  Lieut.  Decatur  set  fire  to  her  store  rooms,  gun  room, 
cockpit  and  berth  deck;  and  with  a  firmness  highly  honorable  to  him,  his  officers,  and  men,  they  remained 
on  board  until  the  flames  had  issued  from  the  ports  of  the  gun  deck  and  the  hatchways  of  the  spar  deck, 
and  they  continued  in  the  ketch,  alongside  the  frigate,  until  the  fire  had  communicated  to  her  rigging 
and  tops. 

Lieutenant  Decatur  did  not  lose  a  man,  and  had  but  one  slightly  wounded. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  officers  and  number  of  men  employed  in  the  destruction  of  the  Phila- 
delphia: 

Lieutenant  Stephen  Decatur,  jr.;  James  Lawrence,  Joseph  Bainbridge,  Jonathan  Thorn,  lieutenants; 
Lewis  Heormann,  surgeon;  Ralph  Izard,  John  Rowe,  Charles  Morris,  Alexander  Laws,  John  Davis,  Tho- 
mas McDonough,  Thomas  Oakley  Anderson,  midshipmen;  Mr. Salvadore,  pilot.     Sixtj'-two  men. 

Lieut.  Decatur  has  stated  that  all  his  officers  and  men  behaved  with  the  greatest  coolness  and  intre- 
pidity, and  Commodore  Preble  has  informed  me  that  Lieut.  Stewart's  conduct  was  judicious  and  merito- 
rious. 

Respectfully  submitted.  R.  SMITH. 

Clerk's  Office,  House  of  Representatives,  U.  S.,  March  11,  1828. 
I  certify  that  the  above  is  correctly  copied  from  the  original  now  on  file  in  this  office,  which  was 
communicated  to  the  House  of  Representatives   by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  on  the  15th  of 
November,  1804. 

M.  ST.  CLAIR  CLARKE,  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives 


U.  S.  Brig  Syren,  Syracuse,  February  20,  1804. 

Sir:  The  enclosed  report  of  Lieutenant  Caldwell,  who  commanded  the  Syren's  boats  on  the  night  of 
the  16th  instant,  will  detail  to  you  more  fully  the  operations  of  the  force  confided  to  him  on  the  occasion 
of  burning  the  frigate  Philadelphia,  in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli.  Although  the  Syren's  boats  did  not  join 
the  Intrepid  until  she  was  retreating  (and  then  for  the  purpose  of  towing  her  from  iinder  the  batteries 
and  out  of  the  harbor),  yet  you  will  perceive,  by  his. report,  that  the  boats  under  his  command  arrived 
astern  of  the  frigate,  immediately  after  she  was  boarded  by  Lieutenant  Commandant  Decatur,  when,  iu 
the  absence  of  orders  from  that  officer,  Lieutenant  Caldwell  took  a  judicious  position,  for  the  purpose  of 
preventing  any  interruption  from  the  enemy's  boats  while  setting  fire  to  the  frigate,  in  the  performance  of 
which  service  a  number  of  the  enemy  were  destroyed. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant,  CHARLES  STEWART. 

Commodore  E.  Preble,  Commander-in-Chief,  &c. 
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Philadelphia,  March  5,  1828. 
Dear  Sir:  Your  esteemed  favor  of  the  23d  ultimo  came  duly  to  hand,  and  I  have  delayed  its  acknow- 
ledgment, in  hopes  that  I  should  be  able  to  procure  more  documentary  evidence  on  the  subject  of  the 
Syren's  claim.  With  this  view  I  examined  all  my  papers,  but  find  nothing  in  the  shape  of  Lieutenant 
Caldwell's  report.  That  document  was  ciiiIhsimI  tn  Commodore  Preble.  I  also  applied  to  Mr.  David 
Caldwell,  the  brother  of  the  lientcnani,  and  ciicl.isr  ynu  his  reply. 

I  herewith  transmit  to  you  a  Idler  Iidih  l)r.  Mai'shall,  who  was  surgeon  of  the  Syren  at  the  time.  I 
have  written  to  Captain  Kciinrdy,  at  Xoifolk,  who  was  a  ])('tty  (iniccr  on  l)oard  the  Syren,  and  who,  I 
believe,  was  on  Imard  unc  ni'  her  hoats  niiiilnycd  in  that  rxpcilii ioii.  Sliould  you  deem  the  enclosed 
papers  of  any  use  tn  tlic  Naval  Cunimittic  nf  ili"  ildiisc  of  IJciiicsriitativcs,  while  the  subject  is  before 
that  committee,  1  will  thank  y..u  to  .mkIo.so  tliem  tu  Mr.  llufruian,  tlie  cluiirman. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  tlie  greatest  consideration  and  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  STEWART. 
To  the  honorable  E.  F.  Chambers,  Senate  of  the  United  States,  Washington. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Stewart  relative  to  the  recapture  of  the  Philadelphia. 

BoRDENTowN,  N.  J.,  December  12,  1826. 

My  Dear  Mrs.  Decatur:  The  reassembling  of  the  honorable  Congress  of  the  United  States  renders  it 
necessary  to  delay  no  longer  answering  your  esteemed  favor  of  June  last,  in  which  you  request  me  to 
state  such  information  relative  to  the  burning  of  the  Philadelphia  in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli  as  I  may  pos- 
sess, in  aid  of  your  claims  on  our  country,  for  the  success  of  that  gallant  enterprise  so  ably  and  honorably 
performed  by  your  late  husband. 

I  regret  that  my  limited  abi]iti(^s  disqualify  mo  from  portraying  in  those  glowing  colors  of  which  that 
act  is  susceptible  the  galhmtiy  and  pirsrvi  ramc  witli  which  it  was  performed  by  my  late  friend. 

You  state  that  your  late  hiisl>and  had  -ivcn  \>  .n  to  understand  that  the  project  of  burning  that  frigate  at 
her  moorings,  and  thereby  removing  a  serious  impediment  to  the  future  operations  of  the  squadron  against 
Tripoli,  originated  with  him.  This  understanding  was  perfectly  correct;  it  did  originate  with  your  late 
husband,  and  he  first  volunteered  himself  to  carry  it  into  effect,  and  asked  the  permission  of  Commodore 
Preble,  off  Tripoli,  (on  first  discovering  the  frigate  was  lost  to  the  squadron)  to  effect  it  with  the  schooner 
Enterprise,  then  under  iiis  command.  The  commander-in-chief  thought  it  too  hazardous  to  be  effected  in 
that  way,  Imt  prnniised  your  late  husband  that  the  object  should  be  carried  into  effect  on  a  proper _  occa- 
sion, and  that  he  shnuld  be  the  executive  officer  when  it  was  done.  It  was  accordingly  effected  in  the 
ketch  Intrepid,  by  your  husband  and  seventy  volunteers  from  the  schooner  lie  (■(immaiided,  at  great  hazard, 
not  only  of  life' or  liberty,  but  ef  reimtatinu,  and  in  the  season  mcsl  periliMis  in  approaching  that 
coast.  The  recollection  of  the  dillieulties  and  dangers  he  had  to  encounter  in  that  exiiedition,  of  which  I 
was  an  eye-witness,  excites  more  and  nmre  my  admiration  of  his  gallantry  and  euteiprise;  and  although 
the  result  shed  a  lustre,  throughout  Europe,  over  the  American  character,  and  excited  an  unparalleled 
emulation  in  the  squadron,  in  our  country  alone  is  where  it  has  never  been  duly  estimated  or  properly 
understood. 

Courage  and  great  force  alone  could  not  have  effected  it.  It  was  necessary  not  only  to  put  the  small- 
est possible  force  to  the  hazard,  but  its  success  depended  upon  a  very  small  force  being  used.  The  genius 
and  mental  resources  of  the  executive  officer  could  alone  compensate  for  the  want  of  force  and  numbers. 
To  these  demands  your  late  husband  was  found  fully  adequate,  and  hence  the  brilliant  result.  The  frigate 
was  completely  destroyed  in  the  midst  of  the  enemy,  and  his  retreat  effected  without  the  loss  of  a  man. 

Accept,  my  dear  madam,  the  assurance  of  my  highest  respect  and  esteem. 

^       ^  CHAS.  STEWART. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  C.  W.  Goldshorowjh,  Esq.,  to  the  Hon.  M.  Hoffman,  House  of  Representatives. 

Washingtox,  March  7,  1828. 

Sir:  I  this  morning  received  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date. 

Although  I  had  previously  and  carefully  examined  the  books  and  papers  of  the  late  Commodore  Preble, 
in  search  of  a  report  alleged  to  have  been  made  by  the  late  Lieutenant  James  A.  Caldwell  to  his  imme- 
diate commanding  officer,  Lieutenant  Commandant  Charles  Stewart,  detailing  the  proceedings  of  the 
boats  of  the  Syren,  detached  under  his  command  for  the  purpose  of  affording  aid  and  assistance  to  the 
ketch  Intrepid,  in  the  destruction  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia,  in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli  in  1804,  yet,  since 
receiving  your  communication,  I  Imve  jud-ed  it  proper  to  re-examine  them;  and  having  done  this,  I  am 
now  enabled,  sir,  to  confirm  the  resultnt  the  first  search,  and  to  assure  you  that  there  is  not,  eitherin  the 
letter  books,  the  order  books,  the  journals,  er  in  any  of  the  papers  of  the  late  Commodore  Preble,  now  in 
mv  possession,  (and  I  believe  1  ha\<'  th.'  wla.le  of  them,  so  far  as  relates  to  his  command  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean) any  letter  from  Lieutenant  Caldwell  to  Lieutenant  Commandant  Stewart,  or  to  Commodore 
Preble,  or  from  Lieutenant  ('oinniandant  Stewart  to  Commodore  Preble,  having  any  relation  to  such  a 
report 'from  Lieutenant  Caldwell;  that  \W  nnly  report  touching  the  proceedings  of  the  boats  of  the  Syren 
on  the  occasion  referred  to  is  the  one  made  hv  Lieutenant  Commandant  Stewart  to  Commodore  Preble, 
dated  19th  February,  1804,  of  which  I  .mder^'and  you  have  a  copy. 

Having  been  intimatelv  acquainted  with  Cunnuodore  Preble  and  with  Lieutenant  Caldwell,  and  being, 
at  the  time  Commodore  Preble's  reports  were  received  in  this  country,  chief  clerk  m  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, it  mav  not  be  considered  irrelative  to  state  that  Commodore  Preble  was  particularly  caretul  in 
having  all  official  letters  to  and  from  him  recorded  in  books  kept  for  that  special  purpose;  that  although 
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I  saw  and  read  every  dispatch  from  Commodore  Preble  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  I  have  no  recollec- 
tion of  his  having-  transmitted  any  such  letter  or  report;  that  I  always  felt  deeply  interested  for  Lieuten- 
ant Caldwell,  and  could  not  have  forgotten  any  circumstance  so  essentially  affecting  his  fame. 


Washington,  March  10,  1828. 
Sir:  I  this  morning  received  your  communication  of  the  8th  instant,  and  have  hastened  to  send  the 
extracts  of  Commodore  Preble's  letters  therein  called  for.     They  will,  I  hope,  prove  satisfactory. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  in  me  to  inform  you,  sir,  that  Commode  ire  Morris  (the  Midshiiiman  Morris  who, 
in  a  spirit  of  gallant  emulation,  felt  by  all  the  Intrepid's  crew,  in-i.<  fhr  jirs/  to  lu.ard  tlic  frigate  Philadel- 
phia) is  now  here,  and  if  called  before  the  committee  would,  1  :ii.pivh<iHl.  uivc  such  |ircrise  information 
as  would  remove  all  existing  misapprehensions  as  to  the  circumstaiHvs  aliciitling  the  di'struction  of  the 
Philadelphia.     He  intends  leaving  Washington  on  Wednesday  next  in  the  steamboat  for  Norfolk. 

It  is,  I  understand,  known  to  you  that  Doctor  Heermann,  (surgeon  of  the  Intrepid  on  the  occasion)  is 
also  now  in  the  city. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

C.  W.  GOLDSBOROUGH. 
Hon.  Michael  Hoffman,  House  of  Repremntatives. 


Extracts  of  various  letters  from  C'ovimodore  Preble,  relative  to  the  destruction  of  the   Ti-ijMlitan  frigate,  the 
Philadelphia,  in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli,  in  1804,  taken  from  his  letter  book  No.  2. 

February  19,  1804. 
To  John  Gavino,  Esq.: 

On  the  third  instant,  the  brig  Syren,  Capt.  Stewart,  and  the  ketch  Intrepid  of  four  guns,  fitted  for 
the  purpose,  and  commanded  by  Capt.  Decatur,  wntli  scvonly  vnhmteers  fnnn  the  squadron,  sailed  for 
Tripoli,  with  orders  to  burn  the  frigate,  late  the  rnitcd  States  IVi-aic  I'hiladcliiliia,  at  anchor  in  that 
harbor.  On  the  night  of  the  16th  instant  Capt.  Decatur  eutcnM.l  the  harlmr  ul'  'I'lipeli  with  the  ketch, 
laid  her  alongside  the  frigate  in  a  gallant  and  oflficer-iike  inaniicr,  hoarded  and  carried  her  against  all 
opposition.  He  then  set  fire  to  her  in  all  her  store  rooms  and  officers'  berths  and  left  hd\:  in  a  blaze,  in 
which  she  continued  until  she  was  totally  consumed.  He  had  none  killed  and  only  one  wounded.  The 
Tripolitans  lost  upwards  of  twenty  killed  on  the  decks;  one  boat  load  made  their  escape,  and  the  re- 
mainder leaped  into  the  sea.  The  number  on  board  could  not  be  ascertained,  but  was  considerable.  She 
was  moored  close  to  the  batteries,  with  all  her  guns  loaded,  and  two  of  their  corsairs,  full  of  men,  lay 
within  half  musket  shot  of  her. 

February  19,  1804. 
To  Tobias  Lear,  Esq.: 

Lieutenant  Decatur  entered  the  harbor  of  Tripoli  the  evening  of  the  16th,  with  the  ketch,  (Intrepid) 
and  in  the  most  gallant  manner  laid  the  frigate  alongside,  boarded  and  carried  her,  notwitstanding  the 
resistance  of  a  large  number  of  armed  Tripoliues.  After  having  gained  complete  possession,  he  proceeded 
to  fire  her  with  success.  She  was  soon  in  a  blaze  from  her  berth  deck  to  her  tops,  and  is  totally  destroyed, 
together  with  all  her  materials. 

February  19,  1804. 
To  Capt.  Wm.  Bainbridge: 

I  am  anxious  to  hear  from  you  since  the  destruction  of  the  Philadelpliia.  That  business  was  hand- 
somely accomplished  by  Capt.  Decatur,  without  the  loss  of  a  man. 

February  19,  1804. 
To  James  L.  Cathcart,  Esq.: 

I  determined,  the  moment  I  heard  of  her  (the  Philadelphia)  capture,  to  destroy  her,  to  prevent  the 
consequences  of  her  remaining  in  tlieir*possession.  This  has  been  effected.  On  the  3d  inst.  I  sent  Capt. 
Decatur  in  a  small  ketch,  or  bombard,  of  about  sixty  tons,  and  four  guns,  with  seventy  volunteers  from 
the  squadron,  to  Tripoli,  with  orders  to  burn  the  frigate;  and,  as  she  was  so  situated  that  she  could  not 
be  brought  out,  Capt.  Stewart,  in  the  Syren,  was  ordered  to  supiiort  liini  with  boats,  and  cover  a  retreat 
with  the  brig  by  anchoring  off  the  harbor.  In  the  ni-lil  of  the  lC>lh  ('a|it.  Decatur  entered  the  harbor  of 
Tripoli,  was  hailed  by  the  frigate,  he  answered  from  Malta,  and  the  rig  of  the  vessel  deceived  the  Tripo- 
lines;  however,  they  were  soon  undeceived.  Capt.  Decatur  laid  tlie  ketch  alongside,  and,  in  a  gallant 
and  officer-like  manner,  with  his  handful  of  men,  boarded  against  all  opposition,  and  after  a  conflict  of  a 
few  minutes  carried  her  by  the  sword,  without  firing  a  musket  or  pistol.  He  then  set  her  on  fire  in  every 
part,  and  she  was  totally  consumed,  with  all  her  materials.  Capt.  D.  and  the  officers  and  crew  under  his 
command  deserve  the  highest  commendation. 

February  24,  1804. 
To  Sir  Alexander  Ball,  Bart.,  his  Britannic  Majesty's  civil  commissioner  for  the  Islands  of  Malta  and  Goza: 
As  it  is  probable  you  may  have  heard  various  accounts  of  the  capture  and  destruction  of  the 
Tripolitan  frigate,  late  United  States  frigate  Philadelphia,  in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli,  I  beg  leave  to  mention 
the  transactions  relative  to  that  affair.  On  the  3d  inst.  I  sent  the  ketch  Intrepid,  of  four  guns,  with 
eleven  officers  and  fifty-nine  seamen  and  marines,  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Decatur,  to  Tripoli,  with 
orders  to  burn  the  frigate.     The  Syren  brig  accompanied  her,  to  anchor  off  the  harbor,  send  in  her  boats 
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to  assist,  and  cover  the  retreat  of  the  ketch.     Tlie  weather  was  unfavorable  until  the  nisj-ht  of  the  IGtli  inst 
when  they  arrived.    The  brig  t(ink  lier  position,  ami  tho  ketch  ontcrod  (he  hnrhor,  was  hailed  frcuii  th.'  frio'-l 

ate,  answered  from  Malta,  and  tli"  rig  of  lh<'  vessel  deeeixcd  11 nemv  until  she  was  aluii-siile  tlie  trio-ate 

— they  were  then  fatally  undeceiveii.  I,ien1.  l»eeaim-  In.anled  with  his  m.ai,  and  eanii.l  her  al'ier  a  short 
conflict,  in  which  upwards  of  twenty  Tri])nlines  wer,.  kiUed  nn  th,'  decks;  (jue  hir-'e  l)i)at  Inud  made  their 
escape — some  ran  below  and  prnl.alily  perished  in  the  llani<'s,  and  many  jumped  overboard.  As  soon  as 
complete  possession  was  gained  s!ie  was  set  ou  lire  and  tutally  destroyed.  All  her  guns  were  mounted 
and  loaded,  and  two  of  their  cui-sairs  lay  within  half  musket  shot  of  her.  As  soon  as  she  was  in  flames 
the  batteries.  Bashaw's  castle,  and  cm-sairs  t'onimenced  hring  on  the  ketch.  One  cannon  shot  passed 
through  her  topgallant  sail,  which  was  all  tho  damage  she  received.  We  did  not  lose  a  man,  ancUiad 
only  one  wounded. 

March  12,   1804. 
To  N.  Mssen    Esq.,  his  Danish  Majestifs  consul  at  Tripoli: 

I  cannot  conceive  why  he  (the  Bashaw)  should  deprive  Captain  B.  and  his  officers  of  any  privileges 
they  enjoyed  previous  to  the  burning  of  the  frigate.  She  was  set  on  fire  by  my  orders.  Captain  B.  and 
his  officers  ought  not  to  snffer  for  an  act  of  which  they  could  have  had  no  sort  of  previous  knowledge  or 
foresight. 

Messixa,  March  18,   1804. 
2'o  John  Broadbent,  Esq,.- 

You  have  done  well  in  publishing  the  account  of  Decatur's  affair  at  Tripoli. 

Maecii,  1804. 
To  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

I  had  the  honor  to  forward  you  two  sets  of  dispatches,  by  the  way  of  Gibraltar,  under  date  the  3d 
and  19th  ult.,  by  different  vessels,  and  now  forward  you  triplicates  of  the  same. 

Note. — The  dispatches  of  the  "  19th  ult."  gave  an  account  of  the  destruction  of  tlie  Thiladelphia, 
and  this  letter  of  March  gives  no  further  account. 

March  18,  1804. 
To  his  excellency  Robert  R.  Livingston: 

By  the  enclosed  duplicate  of  a  letter  to  your  excellency,  under  date  the  19th  ult.,  you  will  be  informed 
of  the  particulars  of  the  taking  and  burning  of  the  Tripoline  frigate,  late  the  Philadelphia.  I  determined, 
from  the  moment  I  heard  she  was  in  possession  of  the  enemj^,  to  destroy  her,  and  it  has  been  done. 
This  will  seriously  afiect  the  Bashaw,  who  is  poor,  as  it  has  deprived  him  of  the  resources  which  the  sale 
of  her  to  Algiers  or  Tunis  would  have  afforded;  and,  at  the  same  time,  those  powers  are  deprived  of  an 
important  addition  of  strength  to  their  navy. 

Note. — There  is  not  a  word  in  this  letter  which  corrects  the  general  account  given  on  the  19th  Feb- 
ruary, as  to  the  circumstances  attending  the  destruction  of  the  PhiladeliDhia. 


Navy  Departsient,  March  3,  1828. 
Sir  :  I  have  again  examined,  with  much  care,  the  files  and  records  of  this  Department,  and  can  find 
nothing  which  will  enable  me  to  give  any  other  answer  to  the  inquiries  contained  in  your  letter  of  the 
12th  of  Februarj',  than  that  which  I  have  heretofore  given. 

The  only  "official,  authentic,  and  accredited  papers,"  which  relate  to  the  subject,  are  those  which 
have  been  already  published,  and  the  original  letter,  and  order  book  of  Commodore  Preble,  which,  I  am 
informed,  is  in  the  possession  of  Charles  W.  Goldsborough,  Esq.,  and  which  contains  the  original  orders 
of  Commodore  Preble  to  Lieutenant  Stewart  and  Lieutenant  Decatur,  and  their  respective  reports. 

I  am  not  able  to  state,  further  than  those  documeuts  furnish  the  information,  what  "  was  the  design 
or  purpose  of  Commodore  Preble,  in  dispatching  the  Syren  on  that  cruise,  and  what  duty  he  intended  or 
ordered  that  vessel  to  perform,  to  aid  in,  or  to  effect,  the  capture  or  destruction  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

SAM.  L.  SOUTHARD. 
Hon.  Michael  HoFFMA>r,  Chairman  Naval  Committee,  House  Representatives. 


Norfolk,  3Iarch  9,  1828. 
Sir  :  I  send  you  the  enclosed  deposition  at  the  request  of  Commodore  Charles  Stewart,  of  the  navy. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDMUND  P.  KENNEDY. 
To  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hoffmax,  3Iember  of  Congress,  Washington. 

Virginia,  Borough  of  Norfolk,  to  loit: 

On  this  tenth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  1828,  before  me,  Walter  F.  Jones,  a  notary  public  in  and 
for  the  borough  of  Norfolk,  duly  commissioned  and  sworn,  personally  appeared  Edmund  P.  Kennedy,  a 
master  commandant  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  who  made  oath  that,  during  the  years  1803-4,  he 
served,  in  the  capacity  of  gunner's  mate,  on  board  the  United  States  brig-of-war  Syren,  then  under  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  Charles  Stewart,  and  one  of  the  squadron  in  the  Mediterranean  sea,  sailing  under  the 
orders  of  Commodore  Preble.  That  some  considerable  time  after  the  capture  of  the  frigate  Philadelphia, 
by  the  Tripolitan  gun  boats,  an  expedition  was  planned  and  fitted  out  to  destroy  that  vessel,  then  lying 
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nearly  equipped,  in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli.  That  the  brig  Syren  and  the  ketch  Intrepid  sailed  for  that 
purpose  from  the  harbor  of  Syracuse;  the  day  after  the  departure  of  these  vessels,  the  crew  of  the  Syren 
were  called  aft,  and  a  letter  was  read,  addressed  to  them  by  Commodore  Preble;  as  well  as  affiant 
remembers,  this'  letter  stated  the  importance  of  the  destruction  of  the  Philadelphia,  and  set  forth,  as  an 
inducement  to  the  crew,  the  large  amount  of  prize  money  which  would  be  awarded  to  the  vessels  com- 
posing the  expedition.  Volunteers  were  called  to  fill  up  the  complement  of  the  Intrepid,  and  for  the  general 
purpo'ses  of  the  expedition;  the  whole  crew  volunteered,  and  it  became  necessary  to  make  a  selection 
among  the  officers  and  men.  The  two  vessels  proceeded  to  Tripoli,  and  it  was  concerted  that,  upon  a 
certain  sigual,  to  be  given  from  the  Syren,  the  Intrepid,  accompanied  by  two  boats,  manned  and  armed 
from  the  Syren,  should  proceed  into  the  harbor,  for  the  accomplishment  of  their  object.  The  night  of  the 
destruction  of  the  Philadelphia,  the  Syren  anchored  off  the  mouth  of  the  harbor,  her  two  boats,  manned 
and  armed,  alongside.  The  Intrepid  was  in  shore,  and  the  signal  being  made,  the  two  boats  left  the 
Syren,  and  proceeded  to  join  the  Intrepid.  The  signal,  however,  was  not  answered,  and  affiant  under- 
stood Lieutenant  Decatur  to  have  said  that  he  was,  at  the  time,  so  near  the  batteries,  that  any  exhibition 
of  lio-hts  might  have  caused  the  discovery  of  his  vessel,  and  a  light  and  favorable  breeze  springing  up  at 
the  moment,  he  preferred  running  in  without  the  aid  of  the  boats,  to  encountering  a  delay  and  exposure 
which  might  have  defeated  the  object  of  the  expedition.  Affiant  was  in  one  of  the  boats  which  put  off 
from  the  Syren;  the  night  was  very  dark,  and  the  Intrepid  having  exhibited  no  light  to  indicate  her 
position,  the  boats  lost  their  way  among  the  rocks,  and  were  falling  in  uncertainty,  until  the  Intrepid  was 
seen  standing  out  of  the  harbor,  when  they  jajned  her.  The  crew  of  the  Syren  were  at  quarters  nearly 
the  whole  night.  Affiant  further  states  that  all  the  combustibles  and  materials,  to  be  used  in  burning 
the  Philadelphia,  were  prepared  on  board  the  Syren. 

EDMUND  P.  KENNEDY. 
Jura  attestor: 

WALTER  F.  JONES,  Notary  Public. 


Extract  from  the  journal  of  F.  C.  De  Krafft,  midshipman,  kept  onboard  the  United  States  brig  Syren,  Charles 
Stewart,  Esq.,  commander,  on  the  l^lth  February,  1804,  in  the  Mediterranean. 

Commences  with  fine  breezes  and  pleasant  weather,  the  Intrepid  in  company;  at  half-past  one  P.  M. 
set  jib  and  maintopmast-staysail;  half-past  two,  hauled  them  down;  at  four,  made  the  town  of  Tripoli; 
at  half-past  five,  it  bore  S.  W.  by  S.  half  S.,  English  Castle  S.  S.  W.  twelve  miles  distant;  at  half-past 
six,  backed  main  topsail  and  hoisted  out  barge  and  launch ;  at  seven,  turned  the  reefs  out  of  the  topsails 
and  sounded  in  38  fathoms,  small  irregular  stones,  small  shells,  and  red  and  white  coral,  the  town  of 
Tripoli  bearing  S.  S.  W.  nine  miles;  at  half-past  seven,  sounded  in  33  fathoms;  set  jib  and  after-mainsail; 
at  eight,  sounded  in  26  fathoms,  fine  yellowish  coral,  small  shells  and  gravel;  Tripoli  bore  S.  S.  W.  five 
miles  distant;  at  half-past  eight,  sounded  in  20  fathoms,  hauled  up  the  foresail,  down  jib,  brailed  up  after- 
mainsail  ;  at  nine,  came  to  with  the  stream ;  anchor  in  22  fathoms,  fine  yellow  coral  and  fine  sand,  Tripoli 
bearing  S.  W.  by  S.  one  mile  distant;  inclining  to  calm,  sent  off  to  Lieutenant  Decatur  reinforcements  in 
the  boats;  Lieutenant  Caldwell  and  I.  S.  Dorsey,  midshipman,  with  20  men  in  the  launch;  Mr.  Brook  and 
Mr.  Budd,  with  8  men  in  the  barge;  at  half-past  ten.  Lieutenant  Decatur  made  the  signal  for  a  reinforce- 
ment of  officers  and  men  in  boats;  answered  it;  about  ten  minutes  after  which,  the  frigate  Philadelphia  in 
the  harbor  of  Tripoli  burst  into  a  flame  fore  and  aft;  the  castle  and  batteries  then  commenced  their  fire  on 
the  Intrepid,  all  around  the  frigate,  and  in  every  direction.  Midnight,  gentle  breezes  and  pleasant 
weather,  weighed  and  stood  to  the  northward  and  eastward  under  easy  sail ;  at  half-past  midnight,  the 
launch  and  barge  returned,  and  were  welcomed  with  repeated  cheers;  hoisted  in  the  boats;  at  one  A.  M. 
spoke  the  Intrepid,  and  took  her  in  tow,  when  Lieutenant  Decatur  came  on  board;  got  topgallant-masts  on 
end,  and  made  sail,  town  of  Tripoli  bearing  S.  S.  W.,  distant  two  leagues;  at  four,  housed  the  guns  and 
shipped  the  ports;,  at  nine,  hauled  down  maintopmast-staysail,  and  brailed  up  after-mainsail,  stiff  gales 
from  the  S.  S.  E.;  at  half-past  nine,  set  maintopmast-staysail;  at  ten,  run  out  the  jib  boom,  bent  the 
standing  jib  and  set  it;  at  half-past  eleven,  double  reefed  the  after-mainsail  and  set  it.  N.  B. — About 
midnight,  the  frigate  burnt  her  cables  and  drifted  ashore;  she  was  then  burnt  to  the  water's  edge. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  on  this  Ith  day  of  February,  1828. 

C.  II.  W.  WHARTON,  J.  P. 


Statement  of  Mr.  John  Fell,  carpenter  of  the   United  States  brig  Syren,  in  February,  1804,  at  the  time  the 
frigate  Philadelphia  was  destroyed  in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli,  viz: 

He  states  that  he  was  on  board  of  the  brig  Syren  on  the  night  of  the  16th  February,  1804,  when  the 
Syren  was  anchored  under  the  batteries  of  Tripoli,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  frigate  Philadelphia; 
that,  after  the  Syren's  boats  (launch  and  cutter,)  were  dispatched,  the  kedge  anchor  was  taken  up,  and 
the  brig  swept  into  a  position  under  the  batteries  and  anchored;  that  soon  after  the  night  signals  (by 
rockets)  were  made  from  the  frigate  Philadelphia  and  the  brig  Syren,  the  firing  commenced  from  the 
eastern  batteries  (Mole  Head  and  Bashaw's  castle)  on  the  Syren  brig;  that  several  shot  from  the  bat- 
teries struck  near  the  Syren,  and  some  water  was  thrown  on  board  the  brig  by  the  shot,  and  a  great 
many,  also,  passed  over  the  brig;  in  consequence  of  which,  he  was  ordered  by  Lieutenant  Carroll  to  get 
up  his  shot  plugs  in  case  the  brig  should  be  struck;  about  one  o'clock  A.  M.,  February  17,  a  light  breeze 
sprung  up  from  the  southward  and  eastward,  when  the  Intrepid  and  Syren  took  up  their  anchors  and  got 
imder  way  for  Syracuse. 
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Statement  of  Mr.  Eohert  Tliornton,  coxswain  on  hoard  the  United  States  brig  Syren,  February,  1804,  viz: 

He  states  that  he  served  as  captain's  coxswain  and  quartermaster  in  the  year  1804,  on  board  the 
United  States  brig  Syren,  of  18  gnn.s,  commanded  by  Charle.s  Stewart;  that  on  the  night  of  the  16th  Feb- 
ruary, 1804,  he  was  sent  in  nne  of  tlir  Syicn's  Imats  (the  (■utter, )  with  a  number  of  others,  armed,  in  com- 
pany with  the  Syren's  hniiicli,  alsn  iii;iiiiiimI  and  arnicd,  into  ih,.  liailuir  of  Tripoli,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  Caldwell,  fm-  the  purimsc  ol'  assisiini;'  to  di'sirny  (he  IVii^alo  Philadelpliia,  and  reinforcing  the 
party  on  board  the  "ketrh  intivpid;"  that  llic  Syrcirs  Imats  were  under  tlie  slaibnanl  quarter  of  the 
frigate  previous  to  their  liaviii--  set  lire  tn  liei-;  that  while  there,  the  IVi-'ale's  hmueli,  (■uniiiig  from  the 
Gallemole,  approached  the  Syren's  Ixiats  and  the  IVi-ate,  wlien  it  was  aliailied  hy  the  Imais  (if  the  Syren 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  ("aldwell,  and  the  ollicers  and  men  (upwaids  tir'twentyj  in  the  frigate's 
launch  were  destroyed,  besides  a  number  of  the  enemy  that  were  i udeavei  iie;-  to  escape  from  the  frigate. 
After  the  frigate  was  set  on  fire,  the  boats  of  the  Syren  took  the  •  ketch  intiepid"  in  tow  (it  continuing 
cahn,)  and  brought  her  to  the  anchorage  of  the  brig  Syren;  that  then  he  received  Lieutenant  Commandant 
Decatur  onboard  the  Syren's  cutter,  and  brou-'lit  him  en  lioaid  the  \>\'vx  Syren;  that  alter  taking  the 
launch  of  the  Philadelphia,  they  endeav()re(l  te  tow  hei  with  the  "  lii(iv|iid  "'  (.nt  dfthe  haflxjr,  but'they 
were  obliged  to  set  her  adrift,  as  she  imiieded  tliem  very  much  and  detaine(l  them  in  the  line  of  fire  from 
the  batteries,  which  commenced  firing  innneiliately  after  the  r(jckL't  signals  \\-e[('  made;  that  the  calm  con- 
tinued from  the  time  they  left  the  Ini--  in  the  lioats,  until  they  returned  with  the  ketc-h  to  the  Syren,  from 
burning  the  frigate,  &c.,  a  con.sideialile  time  afterwards;  about  one  A.  M.  a  light  hreeze  sprung  up  from 
the  land,  or  southward  and  eastward;  the  Syren  and  Intrepid  got  under  way;  that  he  was  personally 
engaged  in  the  contest  with  the  frigate's  launch. 


20th  Congress.]  No.   36o.  [1st  Sesstox. 

ON  THE  EXPEDIENCY  OF  FITTING  OUT  VESSELS   OF  THE  NAVY  FOR  AN  EXPLORATION 
OF  THE  PACIFIC  OCEAN  AND  SOUTH  SEAS. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    EEPRESENTATIVES    MARCH    25,     1828. 

Mr.  Ripley  from  the  Committe  on  Naval  Aifairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  great  number  of  memorials  from 
citizens  of  various  sections  of  the  United  States,  praying  aid  from  the  government  in  fitting  out 
vessels  for  an  exploring  expedition  to  the  Pacific  seas,  reported : 

That  the  number  and  character  of  the  memorialists,  and  the  opinions  they  have  expressed  upon  the 
subject  of  the  memorials,  have  called  the  committee  to  an  attentive  and  careful  consideration  of  the 
means  required  for  such  an  expedition,  the  impoi-tance  of  the  interests  connected  with  it,  and  the  imme- 
diate as  well  as  ultimate  advantages  it  promises  to  the  nation.  The  committee  do  not  propose  to 
recapitulate  their  own  views  upon  these  subjects,  but  to  refer  the  House  to  documents  in  their  possession, 
with  the  general  correctness  of  whicli  ihey  are  satisfied. 

For  information  in  r(  latien  to  the  means  required,  they  refer  to  a  communication  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Nav}-,  of  the  14th  of  March,  1828,  in  reply  to  a  note  addressed  to  him  by  the  committee. 

In  relation  to  the  interests,  individual  and  national,  connected  with  such  an  expedition,  the  committee 
refer  to  a  statement  submitted  to  them  by  Mr.  J.  N.  Reynolds,  on  the  10th  February,  1828,  in  answer 
to  inquiries  addressed  to  him  by  order  of  the  committee.  So  much  of  the  statement  as  exhibits  the 
amount  of  our  commerce  in  the  Pacific  seas,  the  committee  think  is  fully  sustained  by  the  reports  of  the 
officers  of  our  navy,  who  have,  by  order  of  the  Secretary,  heretofore  made  reports  upon  that  subject,  to 
which  Mr.  Reynolds  refers,  and  with  which  his  statement  has  been  compared,  as  well  as  with  the  accounts 
of  others  familiar  with  those  branches  of  our  trade. 

The  dangers  to  which  an  immense  amount  of  property  is  exposed,  as  well  as  the  hazard  to  human 
life,  for  the  want  of  knowledge,  by  more  accurate  surveys,  of  the  regions  to  which  our  commerce  is 
extending,  and  the  probable  new  sources  of  wealth  which  maj'  be  opened  and  secured  to  us,  seem,  to 
your  committee,  not  only  to  justify  but  to  demand  the  appropriation  recommended;  they  therefore  report 
a  bill  for  the  purpose. 


Letter  from  J.  N.  Reynolds  to  the  sjxaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you  several  memorials,  signed  by  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  recommending  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  Congress  the  importance  of  affording  some  effi- 
cient aid  in  fitting  out  a  small  expedition,  to  explore  the  immense  and  unknown  regions  in  the  southern 
hemisphere.  They  believe  that  an  expedition  could  scarcely  fail  in  making  discoveries  of  some  interest, 
by  finding  new  islands,  or  increasing  our  knowledge  of  those  already  laid  on  the  maps;  that  commerce 
might  be  benefited  by  surveying  the  coasts  frequented  by  our  hardy  fishermen,  and  upon  which  they  fre- 
quently suffer  shipwreck,  with  nuuiy  privations,  and  loss  of  property. 

It  is  believed  new  channels  mi-ht  he  opened  lor  commercial  pursuits  in  animal  fur — a  trade  out  of 
which  an  immense  revenue  accrues  to  tlie  goveniment,  and  which  greatly  augments  our  national  strength. 


by  increasing  the  number  of  our  ......_„  . ^ 

Amongst  these  memorials,  you  will  find  one  from  Albany,  dated  October  19,  1827,  and  signed  by  his 
excellency  Nathaniel  Pitcher,  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  State  ol  New  York,  the  Hon.  Erastus  Root, 
speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives,  and  by  nearly  all  the  members  of  the  legislature. 
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I  have  also  the  honor  of  transmitting'  to  you  three  other  memorials:  the  first  is  dated  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  May  31,  1827,  and  signed  by  the  mayor  of  the  city,  president  of  the  chamber  of  com- 
merce, and  by  a  very  long  list  of  respectable  citizens.  The  second  is  dated  Raleigh,  North  Carolina, 
December  24,  1827,  and  contains  the  signatures  of  his  excellency  James  Iredell,  Governor  of  the  State, 
the  Hon.  B.  Yancy,  speaker  of  the  senate,  the  hoii.irable  James  Little,  speaker  of  the  house  of  commons, 
and  by  a  large  proportion  of  the  members  of  each  biaiich  of  the  legislature.  The  third  memorial  is  dated 
Richmond,  Virginia,  January  1,  1828,  and  is  sustained  by  a  number  of  respectable  citizens,  by  the  Hon. 
Linn  Banks,  speaker  of  the  house  of  delegates,  and  by  a  large  and  very  respectable  number  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  legislature. 

With  the  above  papers,  I  send  you  for  reference,  in  like  manner,  the  following  preamble  and  resolu- 
tion adopted  by  the  house  of  delegates  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  which  I  have  had  in  my  possession,  but 
which  lias  never  been  officially  introduced  into  this  House. 

"  Wiiereas,  f<n-eign  nations  have  long  turned  their  attention  towards  the  acquirement  of  a  more  per- 
fect knowledge  of  the  geography  of  the  earth,  by  means  of  voyages  of  discovery,  and,  by  these  exertions, 
have  not  only  acquired  reputation,  but  extended  the  weight  of  their  influence,  opened  new  channels  for 
commercial  enterprise,  and  benefited  the  human  race,  by  enlarging  and  improving  the  boundaries  of 
knowledge:  Ami  wlnTcas,  tlie  Government  of  the  United  States  has  attained  a  high  standing  among  the 
nations  of  the  earih,  the  practical  result  of  the  most  stupendous  as  well  as  successful  experiment  ever 
made  in  politics;  a  population  fast  increasing;  commercial  relations  and  interests  coextensive  with  the 
civilized  world;  nautical  skill,  perseverance,  and  enterprise,  if  not  unequaled,  at  least  unsurpassed:  And 
whereas,  the  sending  out  of  one  or  two  vessels  on  a  voyage  of  discovery  would  not  be  attended  with 
any  very  heavy  demands  on  the  public  treasury,  and  would  seem  to  be  in  strict  accordance  with  the 
character  and  liberal  policy  which  ought  to  be  pursued  by  a  government  whose  political  existence  is,  in 
a  great  measure,  dependent  on  the  general  intelligence  of  her  people:  And  whereas,  a  great  number  of 
the  most  enlightened  citizens  of  different  sections  of  our  country  have  memorialized  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  and  have  set  forth  in  their  memo- 
rials that,  under  the  patronage  of  the  United  States,  an  expedition  should  be  fitted  out,  without  delay, 
and  proceed  to  acquire  a  more  correct  knowledge  of  our  own  continent;  or,  if  possible,  to  enter  the  more 
interesting  and  extensive  field  for  enterprise  in  the  southern  hemisphere,  and  proceed,  for  the  purpose, 
with  hardy  seamen  and  scientific  persons,  to  bring  home  to  us  the  result  of  their  labors,  for  the  honor  of 
our  country  and  the  benefit  of  mankind:  And  whereas,  voyages  of  this  kind,  even  when  they  fail  of 
making  important  discoveries,  bespeak  a  liberal  policy,  and  give  character  to- the  people  who  undertake 
them:  Therefore, 

"  Resolved,  by  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  That  we  do  highly  approve  of  the  views 
of  the  said  memorialists,  believing  that  a  polar  expedition,  if  properly  conducted,  could  scarcely  fail  in 
adding  something  to  the  general  stock  of  national  wealth  and  knowledge,  and  to  the  honor  and  glory  of 
the  United  States." 

The  paper  marked  A,  contains  a  list  of  names  of  individuals  who  have  expressed  their  interest  in  the 
success  of  an  Antarctic  expedition  by  individual  aid  and  voluntary  subscription,  to  aid  in  carrying  it  into 
effect. 

It  is,  perhaps,  unnecessary  to  remark,  that  this  expression  of  public  sentiment,  though  extensive  and 
deserving  the  most  respectful  consideration,  is  small,  when  compared  with  other  and  similar  memorials 
presented  during  the  last  session,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy;  to  all  of  which,  the  com- 
mittee, of  course,  can  have  easy  access. 

While,  sir,  I  accept  with  pleasure  your  proffered  kindness,  in  giving  to  these  memorials  their  proper 
direction  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  I  beg  you  to  accept  the  assurance  of  the  high  consideration, 
with  which, 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  J.  N.  REYNOLDS. 

Hon.  Andrew  Stevenson,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


PROCEEDINGS 


Letter  from  the  chairman,  by  order  of  the  committee. 

HorsE  OF  Representatives,  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 
Sir:  If  it  will  not  be  inconvenient  for  you  to  furnish,  it  will  be  acceptable  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afl"airs  to  receive,  a  brief  statement,  in  writing,  of  the  views  you  submitted  to  them,  and  any  others  you 
may  deem  proper,  respecting  the  advantages  to  commerce  of  the  exploring  expedition  to  the  south,  for 
which  you  are  a  petitioner. 

Such  a  statement,  it  is  supposed,  would  contain  your  reasons  for  general  results,  and  a  reference  to 
authorities  for  specific  facts,  as  well  as  a  tabular  statement  of  the  results  and  facts,  so  far  as  they  may 
be  susceptible  of  being  stated  in  such  a  form. 

With  esteem  and  respect,  your  humble  servant,  MICHAEL  HOFFMAN. 

J.  N.  Reynolds,  Esq. 


Answer  to  the  foregoing . 
Eon.  Michael  Huffman,  chairman  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs: 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  request  in  writing,  I  send  you  a  brief  statement  of  my  views  of  the 
extent,  character  and  advantages  of  the  commerce  of  this  country  in  the  Pacific  ocean,  with  a  few  calcula- 
tions, made  from  the  best  information  I  could  obtain.     As  the  files  of  the  custom  house  do  not  directly 
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assist  us  in  this  investigation,  it  is  but  proper  that  I  slionlrl  state  to  you  distinctly  the  sources  from 
whence  my  information  has  been  ilrrivcil;  ami,  at  tlic  same  time,  my  avowal  of  the  full  belief  that  all  my 
statements  and  calculations  fall  fai-  sliuii  ,,r  tlir  ^nuiHuit  tli;i(  the  most  accurate  accounts,  with  the  mention 
of  every  item,  would  swell  to,  n  uld  they  Ir  -wm.  I  have  put  my  facts  into  as  tabular  a  form  as  the 
nature  of  the  case  will  permit,  and  will  exhibit  my  results  as  succinctly  as  possible. 

The  information  I  have  the  honor  to  exhibit  was  obtained  from  the  following  sources: 

Firstly.  From  frequent  conversations  with  intelligent  men  long  acquainted  with  that  trade,  several 
of  whom  had  made  frequent  voyages  in  those  seas. 

Secondly.  From  the  perusal  of  log  books  and  journals  kept  by  well-informed  men,  while  engaged  in 
the  various  commerce  of  the  Pacific,  covering  a  space  of  more  than  seven  years  previous  to  the  war,  and 
more  than  five  years  since. 

Tliirdly.  From  facts  that  have  transpired  in  several  lawsuits  between  the  owners  of  vessels  em- 
ployed in  the  northwest  coast  trade,  and  their  captains,  agents  and  factors. 

Fourthly.  From  such  official  documents,  in  the  Navy  Department,  as  are  open  to  inspection  on  the 
records,  being  letters,  reports,  &c.,  from  the  several  naval  connnanders  who  have  been  sent  to  protect 
our  commerce  in  that  quarter. 

The  objects  of  my  inquiries  have  been: 

Firdly.  The  nature  and  extent  of  the  whale  fishery,  and  of  its  importance  to  the  welfare  of  our 
country. 

Secondly.  The  extent  and  character  of  the  sea  otter  skin  trade. 

Thirdly.  The  fur  seal  skin  trade. 

Fourthly.  The  sandal  wood  trade. 

Fifthly.  The  ivory  sea-elephant  tooth  trade. 

Sixthly.  The  land  animal  fur  trade.  * 

Seventhly.  The  feather  trade. 

To  these  inquiries  1  have  added  a  few  remarks  upon  the  articles  of  export  for  this  branch  of  com- 
merce, and  the  general  benefits  resulting  from  it,  independent  of  the  wealth  it  brings  into  the  country. 

A  full  account  of  the  whale  fishery,  from  its  earliest  history,  is  to  be  found  in  the  Massachusetts  His- 
torical Collection,  brought  down  to  the  commencement  of  the  revolutionary  war.  At  this  time  the  whale 
fishery  was  confined  to  Nantucket  almost  entirely.  The  last  year,  previous  to  the  interruptif)n  of  the 
business  by  the  British  cruisers,  the  returns  and  results  of  these  voyages,  for  the  season,  were  thirty 
thousand  barrels  of  oil,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty  tons  of  spermaceti  candles.  After  the  close  of  the 
eonflict,  whales  becoming  scarce  on  the  coast  of  Brazil,  to  which  place  they  had,  for  some  years  previ- 
ously, been  pursued,  the  enterprising  people  of  Nantucket  ventured  into  the  Pacific  ocean,  wliei'e  they 
understood,  from  the  accounts  of  Vancouver  and  Cook,  that  the  whales  were  to  be  found  in  great  abun- 
dance. This  was  soon  after  the  year  1790.  These  adventurous  voyages  were  attended  with  success,  and 
have  been  increasing  ever  since,  until  it  may  be  stated  to  have  reached  the  following  extent,  viz:  to  ves- 
sels of  considerable  size,  sufficiently  large,  on  an  average,  to  carry  two  thousands  barrels  of  oil,  in 
Nantucket  seventy;  in  New  Bedford  sixty;  in  New  York,  Boston,  Stonington,  New  London,  &c.,  at  least 
twenty  more,  making  in  the  whole  one  hundred  and  fifty. 

Nantucket 70 

New  Bedford 60 

Other   places 20 

150 

Suppose  we  say  eighteen  hundred  barrels  of  oil  eacli,  with  the  proportion  of  candle  matter,  and 
allow  two  years  to  every  voyage,  this  would  furnish  a  result  of  hundred  and  thirtj^-five  thousand  barrels 
a  year,  or  four  millions  fifty  thousand  gallons,  and  the  spermac(Mi  cundl.s  would  amount  to  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-seven  tons,  or  one  million  six  hundred  and  seventy-l'niir  tliniisaiui  pounds  a  year. 

The  crews  of  these  vessels  amount  to  about  twenty-five  eat  li,  lucn  and  boys,  therefore  keeping  in 
employ  three  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fiftj^  seamen,  and  thereby  keeping  up  also  a  school  for  nautical 
instruction,  superior  to  any  other  to  be  found.  This  is  a  business  in  which  there  has,  as  yet,  been  no 
great  uncertainty  or  fluctuation.  Almost  all  who  have  engaged  in  it  have  grown  rich,  as  the  market  is 
great  for  home  consumption,  and  never  glutted  abroad. 

x\.s  the  whale  fishery  decreases  in  the  sea  now  frequented  for  this  purpose,  other  places  must  be 
found  to  pursue  it  in  to  advantage;  and  as  the  demand  for  less  pure  oil  for  the  manufacture  of  gaslight 
increases,  the  islands  and  shoals  should  be  explored  for  the  porpoise  and  sea  elephant,  who  make  their 
haunt  in  such  places;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  sufficient  number  can  be  found,  by  proper  search, 
to  answer  these  demands  as  they  arise.  Other  fisheries  in  high  latitudes  may  be  enlarged,  and  also 
found  profitable,  the  salmon  and  cod  fisheries  particularly,  as  there  would  be  a  great  demand  for  them  in 
the  South  American  ]>r..viiic('s,  a  people  v^-lio  would  not  think  of  supplying  themselves  for  the  present.  It 
maybe  said  of  fish,  ].i'iliaps  wliat  (.annnt  he  said  of  any  other  or  most  articles  of  consumption,  that  the 
markets  increase  with  the  unantity  linnmlit  \i:>  siipiily  them. 

This  is  illustrated  by  tlie  mackerel  fishery,  wliieli  is  principally  confined  to  Massachusetts  and  Maine. 
About  fifteen  years  ago,  these  States,  then  one  State,  began  to  think  this  branch  of  business  might  be 
made  of  some  importance,  and  inspectors  of  this  article  were  accordingly  appointed.  It  was  then  stated, 
to  the  astonishment  of  most  members  of  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts,  that  there  were  twenty 
thousand  barrels  of  these  fish  pickled  every  season.  In  a  few  years  the  returns  proved  that  there 
were  thirty  thousand  barrels  put  up  for  market.  This  fishery  has  been  gradually  increasing,  until,  by 
the  inspector  general's  returns,  it  appears  that  one  hundred  and  ninety-seven  thousand  six  hundred  bar- 
rels were  inspected  last  year;  and  the  price  has  not  diminished,  but  the  demand  for  this  food  increased, 
and  is  enlarging.  Deducting  all  expenses  for  the  sales  of  this  article,  more  than  half  a  million  of  dollars 
is  made  annually,  yea,  fished  up  from  the  bottom  of  the  ocean,  by  the  industry  and  enterprise  of  our 
people,  and  that  too  in  a  healthy  employment. 

Suppose,  then,  we  could  open  a  market  for  these  fish  in  South  America,  the  quantity,  however  large, 
would  be  all  wanted,  as  the  great  mass  of  the  inhabitants  would  soon  wish  to  change  the  vegetable  diet 
of  their  fast  days,  for  the  more  satisfactory  and  nutritious  food  they  would  find  in  the  fish  market.  This  is 
proven  from  the  fact  that  Spain  and  Italy,  with  thC'  West  India  Islands,  have  been  the  great  consumers  of 
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our  fish  from  the  Grand  Banks  and  the  Labradors,  and  have,  in  most  instances,  paid  us  for  them  in  specie. 
In  1744  thirty-two  thousand  quintals  of  codfish  were  sent  from  New  England  to  Europe— this  was  of  a 
superior  iiuality,  and  three  thousand  and  twenty  hogsheads  of  tol-qual  to  the  West  Indies. 

Tliat  the  trafEc  in  sea  otter  skins  has  been  very  profitable,  is  conceded  on  all  hands;  but  from  the 
secrecy  of  the  first  navigators  into  that  ocean,  the  precise  extent  of  it  cannot  be  ascertained.  These 
valuable  skins  were  at  first  bought  up  from  the  natives  on  the  northwest,  for  a  mere  trifle,  in  red  cloth, 
fflass  beads,  a  piece  of  cutlery,  &c.,  but  not  so  of  late — these  skins  being  from  forty  to  seventy  dollars, 
and  more  in  China.  The  most  experienced  men  in  this  trade  put  the  amount  of  it,  since  it  was  first 
begun,  from  fifteen  to  twenty-five  millions  of  dollars,  and  no  one  lower  than  ten  millions.  These  animals 
have  only,  as  yet,  been  found  in  certain  latitudes,  from  44  deg.  to  60  deg.  north,  and  between  east  longi- 
tude from  London,  126  deg.  to  150  deg.;  inhabiting,  in  great  abundance,  Behring's  Islands,  Kamtschatka, 
the  Aleuthian  and  Fox  Islands,  between  Asia  and  America;  they  land  also  on  the  Kural  Islands.  (Shaw's 
Zoology,  vol.  2,  and  page  445.) 

Now,  naturalists  can  find  no  reason  why  they  should  not  exist  on  lands  that  may  yet  be  found  in  the 
southern  hemisphere.  This  is  a  subject  to  be  settled,  and  that  nation  which  may  have  the  honor  of  the 
discovery,  will  undoubtedly  have,  as  they  well  deserve,  the  profits. 

The  sandal  wood  trade  is  not  so  difficult,  perhaps,  to  estimate,  for  there  has  not  been  quite  so  much 
secrecy  about  it.  For  many  years,  this  wood  has  been  found  in  the  islands  of  those  seas;  but  it  was  not 
known  to  have  been  a  growth  of  the  Sandwich  Islands,  until  it  was  discovered  by  Captain  Davis  and 
Windship,  of  Boston,  about  twenty-four  years  since.  The  quantity  cut  on  this  group  of  islands  is  about 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars'  worth  a  year;  and  what  is  found  and  cut  on  other  islands  will  make  the 
trade  in  this  article,  at  this  time,  amount  to  near  half  a  million  a  year.  If  this  wood  should  become  scarce, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  find  new  groves  of  it  on  other  islands,  or  we  must  teach  the  natives  how  to  grow 
it-  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  many  judicious  navigators,  that  this  may  as  well  be  effected,  as  to  cultivate 
the  oak  or  ash,  or  any  other  tree  of  our  own  forests.* 

The  fur  seal  skin  trade  has  been  very  extensive  and  profitable  in  the  Pacific.  It  is  the  general 
opinion  of  those  conversant  with  the  trade,  that  more  than  seven  millions  of  fur  seal  skins  have  been 
taken,  by  our  enterprising  seamen,  since  we  commenced  business  in  the  Pacific.  These  skins  have  gene- 
rally been  sold  in  Canton  for  from  two  to  three  dollars,  and  sometimes  more,  on  an  average,  for  each 
skin:  some  have  been  brought  to  this  country,  and  sold  for  domestic  uses.  The  Stonington  Telegraph 
mentions  the  extent  of  the  seal  trade  in  that  small  place,  which  shows  the  enterprise  of  that  industrious 
people  in  a  very  strong  light.  From  November,  1819,  to  August,  1821,  there  were  seventeen  vessels 
which  belonged  to  this  port,  and  which  brought,  as  an  item  of  their  cargo,  skins,  which  were  sold  art 
auction,  to  the  amount  of  three  hundred  and  ten  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-seven  dollars  and  eight 
cents;  and  these  skins  were  mostly  taken  about  the  Antarctic  circle.  Let  it  also  be  remembered  that 
this  is  a  mere  item,  made  tangible  from  having  been  sold  at  auction;  and  that  this  amount  of  skins,  ex- 
changed in  Canton  for  teas,  would  bring  into  the  public  treasury  an  amount,  on  the  first  return,  greatly 
surpassing  what  would  be  necessary  to  send  out  an  efficient  exploring  expedition. 

The  demand  for  this  fur  is  increasing  in  this  country,  as  the  seals  are  diminishing  in  the  Pacific. 
New  islands  must  be  found,  where  they  have  not  as  yet  been  disturbed,  to  furnish  a  supply  for  the  market. 
The  hunting  of  the  whale  and  seal,  heretofore  carried  on  with  so  much  vigor,  has  produced  the  natural 
and  necessary  consequence  of  rendering  those  animals  moi'e  timid,  and  fewer  in  number,  by  their  destruc- 
tion, without  reference  to  season.  These  animals  as  naturally  and  instinctively  leave  the  haunts  of  the 
whalers  and  sealers,  and  retire  to  more  remote  regions,  as  the  wild  game  in  the  west  recede  before  the 
advances  of  the  sturdy  backwoodsman.  They  can  be  followed,  and  found  in  greater  abundance,  and 
taken  with  less  uncertainty  and  risk.  The  result  of  the  late  voyages  proves  that  they  can  be  procured 
with  great  facility  in  the  remote  polar  regions.  Captain  Parry,  with  great  profit  to  the  British  nation, 
opened  a  new  channel  for  their  trade,  by  transferring  their  fisheries  from  East  to  West  Greenland.  He 
says  the  number  of  whales  in  those  high  latitudes  was  astonishing;  that  not  less  than  fifty  were  seen  in 
the  course  of  a  single  watch. 

Captain  Franklin,  standing  on  the  shore  of  the  Arctic  ocean,  describes  the  seal  as  sporting  in  shoals, 
like  porpoises.  The  discovery  of  islands  of  great  size  to  the  south  is  not  too  much  to  be  hoped  for,  if 
we  may  be  allowed  to  draw  any  inference  from  the  obvious  indications  afforded  by  analogy,  the  observa- 
tions of  experienced  navigators,  or  the  natural  indications  afforded  by  ice,  currents,  &c.,  already  known 
to  exist  in  those  regions.  Such  discoveries  are  coupled  with  the  certainty  that  the  profits  to  be  derived 
from  them,  in  a  commercial  point  of  view,  may  be  applied  to  the  great  advantage  of  our  common  country. 
The  land  animal  fur  trade  has  not,  as  yet,  been  much  encouraged,  but  several  persons  are  now  turn- 
ing their  attention  to  it.  The  Hudson  Bay  Company,  which  has  been  chartered  for  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine  years,  have  made  the  most  grasping,  extensive,  and  successful  monopoly  of  this  trade  that  is  known 
in  the  annals  of  commerce;  but  a  few  spirited  capitalists,  with  strong  and  well  situated  factories  on  the 
northwest  coast,  would  soon  take  no  small  proportion  of  this  immense  trade.  In  Robson's  account  of 
Hudson's  Bay,  to  the  first  lord  commissioner  of  England,  he  says:  "There  are  furs,  my  lord,  on  this 
large  tract  of  land,  sufficient  to  supply  all  Europe,  which  yet  are  locked  up  by  a  few  men." 

The  ivory  trade  is  becoming  important,  and  will  be  much  more  extensive  than  it  now  is,  when  the  sea 
elephant  is  hunted  for  oil,  as  it  will  be,  when  the  whale  becomes  less  numerous,  and  more  oil  is  wanted 
for  gas  works,  as  the  great  cities  get  more  and  more  in  the  habit  of  using  it.  The  porpoises'  oil  and  seal 
oil  will  then  be  worth  making,  for  this  purpose.  The  porpoise  fishery,  formerly,  was  not  heard  of;  once 
in  a  while,  a  porpoise  was  taken  by  accident;  but  now,  the  Indians  and  others  pursue  it  to  a  considerable 
extent,  on  our  own  northeasternmost  coast. 

The  feather  trade  has  not  as  yet  been  followed  in  those  seas  as  it  might  have  been;  but,  from  the 
immense  quantity  of  sea  fowl  in  those  regions,  it  is  certain  that  the  best  of  feathers  might  be  obtained, 
and  in  the  greatest  abundance.  Some  of  the  beds  brought  from  the  northwest  coast  are  nearly  equal  in 
quality  to  the  eider  down  beds  of  Russia.  The  demand  for  feathers  is  great  and  constantly  increasing  in 
this  country.  The  finest  quills  might  be  obtained  in  pursuing  this  trade,  and  the  demand  for  them  is 
now  great  and  constantly  increasing.  The  manner  of  preparing  them,  as  the  Dutch  prepare  them,  might 
easily  be  taught  to  those  engaged  in  the  business;  and,  instead  of  paying  nearly  half  a  million  of  dollars 

•  Quere. — Could  not  this  wood  be  grown  in  some  parts  of  Florida;  and  on  the  coast  of  Liberia  ? 
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a  year  to  Holland,  and  Russia,  and  other  countries,  for  quills,  we  could,  by  this  trade,  supply  our  own 
market  and  others. 

The  articles  which  we  export  for  this  trade  are  now  all  wilhin  (iuis<lvrs.  Rice  tobacco  rum 
whiskey,  blankets,  coarse  woolens,  cottons,  calicoes,  the  ordinary  kind  ut'  cullny,  and  trivial  jewelry 
and  agricultural  utensils,  and  some  articles  of  household  furniture,  will  soon  find  a  market  at  the  Sand- 
wicli  Islands. 

It  should  be  taken  into  consideration  that  these  voyages  are  in  the  character  of  double  voyages. 
The  northwest  coast  cargoes  are  now,  in  small  vessels,  sent  to  China,  and  their  proceeds  furnish  cargoes 
for  large  vessels  sent  direct  from  this  country  to  Canton;  and,  by  these  means,  we  save  the  precious 
metals  at  home  which  the  direct  China  trade  has  so  long  drained  us  of. 

To  show  the  profitableness  of  this  trade,  we  have  only  to  look  to  those  who  have  been  engaged  in  it, 
and  we  shall  find  that  must  of  them,  wlm  1ict;-:m  it  early,  have  made  lar^-c  fortunes,  and  but  very  f(>w  of 
them  have  been  unsucresst'ul.  The  cry  is  ihat  llic  iradr,  or  Imisjucss,  is  dverdone.  This  is  natural. 
Those  who  have  enjoj-cd  lln-  iimtits  aic  imt  willin--  tn  sliaie  ilicin  with  ntlicrs. 

The  extent  of  our  conniu'rcc  in  Umsc  sims,  in  tlir  whale,  Inr,  and  ntlicr  Irades,  mav,  in  som(>  measure 
be  estimated  by  a  report  of  Captain  llnll,  w\\<<  was  sent  intu  tlic  Tacilic  to  pnitcct  imi-  cuninici-cc  iherc' 
He  says  that,  from  the  30th  of  March,  is^'t.  In  |i,.renilMT  Isl,  Is-j:,,  I,,.  I„,ar.lr(l  iwn  hun.lrcl  aii.l  iliiity- 
two  vessels,  whose  tonnage  amounted  tn  tnrty-tliree  thmisand  live  hundred  and  twd  tuns,  ami  the  inc'-n 
to  two  thousand  three  hundred  and  filty-two,  and  the  guns  carried  by  tliese  vessels  to  two  hundred  and 
ninety-five : 

Vessels 232 

Tonnage 43,502 

Men 2,352 

Guns 295 

And  the  probability  is  that  he  did  not  fall  in  with  one-half  of  the  number  then  navigating  the  Pacific. 

When  Captain  Jones  visited  the  Island  of  Oahu,  on  the  first  of  November,  1827,  he  found  nine- 
teen vessels  in  the  port,  whose  tonnage  amounted  to  five  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty,  with  crews 
amounting  to  three  hundred  and  seventy-eight  men.  Four  nf  tliese  vessels  were  leaded  with  skins,  &c., 
and  fifteen  of  them  were  whalemen,  and  had  on  board  twenty-live  tliensand  and  ei-hty  ban-els  of  oil,  and 
only  wanted  about  six  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty  Kairels  to  make  lull  cargoes. 

All  is  activity  and  s^rit  on  these  voyages;  every  master  of  a  vessel,  and  his  officers  and  men,  are 
striving  to  do  better  than  their  fellow-laborers.  These  long  and  difficult  voyages  give  a  hardihood  and 
enterprise  to  American  seamen  which  will  continue  as  long-  as  we  are  engagv.  J  in  this  trade.  The  length 
of  the  voyage,  the  difficulty  of  the  navigation,  the  large  size  of  the  vessels,  the  science  and  care  neces- 
sary for  sailing  them  in  safety,  and  the  vicissitudes  of  the  voyage,  make  the  youngest  on  board  a  navi- 
gator, a  seaman,  a  pilot,  and  a  gunner. 

The  opening  of  the  ports  in  South  America  has  already  changed  our  course  of  trade  in  the  Pacific 
greatly  for  the  "better,  and  will  more  and  more  benefit  us,  if  we  take  care  of  our  rights  in  those  seas, 
and  send  a  sufficient  force  to  protect  our  commerce,  which,  no  doubt,  it  will  be  the  policy  of  our  govern- 
ment to  pursue. 

To  look  after  the  merchant  there — to  offer  him  every  possible  facility — to  open  new  channels  for  his 
enterprise,  and  to  keep  a  respectable  naval  force  to  protect  him — is  only  paying  a  debt  we  owe  to  the 
commerce  of  the  country:  for  millions  have  flowed  into  the  national  treasury  from  this  trade,  before  one 
cent  was  appropriated  for  its  proteelion. 

The  naval  commanders  we  have  sent  into  the  Pacific  have  done  all  that  wise,  active,  and  experienced 
men  could  do.  They  have  not  only  tauulit  the  natives  that  we  are  a  powerful  people,  and  could  defend 
ourselves  in  that  distant  country  as  w(  11  as  other  nations,  but  these  new  states  and  empires,  which  have 
arisen  in  South  Amei'ica,  have  been  shown  that  we  could  punish  wrongs  and  enforce  rights,  and  had  the 
good  of  mankind,  as  well  a;s  our  own  prosperity,  at  heart.  Foicer,  Jiulicinii^li/  r.rlnhilr,!,  i^  (he  great 
2ieace-maker  of  the  world;  and  a  people  whose  institutions  are  not  yet  tlioreughly  estaldislieil,  as  those  in 
South  America,  want  looking  after  with  a  steady  eye.  In  attending  to  these  duties,  it  is  impossible  for 
our  naval  commanders  to  explore  those  seas  for" the  purpose  of  discovering  new  places.  Their  duty  is  to 
watch  the  old;  and  this  is  a  sufficient  task  for  any  force  we  can  send  there. 

The  whale  ships,  having  a  specific  ol.ject  in  view,  and  generally  under  strict  orders,  cannot  waste 
an  hour  in  the  business  of  discovery;  nor  can  they,  consistently  with  their  duties,  stop  a  day  to  explore 
and  examine  what  they  may  accidentally  discover.  The  northwest  coast  trader  has,  also,  a  specific 
object,  and  a  more  direct  path  than  the  whaha-. 

It  seems  well  understood,  at  this  tim.',  that  it  is  for  our  interest  .and  for  our  //o,/or  to  be  well 
acquainted  with  the  capacities  of  the  globe;  to  see  what  resemvis  can  lie  drawn  li-oni  that  gieat  covimon 
of  nations— the  ocean.  The  enlightened  statesman,  tlieret'oiv,  sur\eys  all  jiarts  ef  it,  with  the  view  of 
opening-  new  channels  for  commerce  ami  trade;  and  he  does  nut  refuse  to  advance  them  by  a  present 
expense,  when  coupled  with  the  certainty  ot'  a  future  and  a  greater  good. 

And  what  place  is  left  for  us  to  'explore,  Imt  this  southern  polar  region?  This  has  never  been 
thoroughly  done  by  any  nation.  It  is  almost  an  unknown  region  yet,  and  opens  a  wide  field  for  enterprise 
for  us,  at  a  most  moderate  expense.  There  are  more  than  a  million  and  a  half  of  scjuare  miles  entirely 
unknown,  and  a  coast  of  more  than  three  hundred  degrees  of  longitude,  in  which  the  antarctic  circle  has 
never  been  approached;  there  are  immense  regions  within  the  comparatively  temperate  latitudes  but 
partially  known,  and  which  deserve  further  attention;  and,  for  aught  we  know,  countries  corresponding 
to  Lapland,  Norway,  part  of  Sweden,  and  the  northern  parts  of  Siberia,  in  Asia,  may  still  exist  in  the 
soutiiern  hemisphere. 

No  one  who  has  reflected  on  the  vast  resources  of  the  earth,  "which  is  our  inheritance,"  can  doubt,  that 
such  a  large  portion  of  it  contains  many  things  which  may  be  turned  to  good  account,  by  the  enterprise 
and  good  management  of  our  people— and  these  are  the  true  profits  of  commerce.  The  great  mass  of  the 
intelligence  of  the  country  is  for  it,  and  is  calling  on  the  national  legislature  for  aid  in  the  undertakmg. 

The  States  whose  legislative  bodies  have  sanctioned  it,  are  represented  on  the  floor  of  Congress  by 
one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  members,  to  say  nothing  of  the  memorials  from  large  cities  and  other  places, 
and  the  aggregate  of  citizens  of  these  States  near  six  millions. 
VOL.  Ill 25  I. 
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It  may  be  asked,  if  the  navy  and  merchantmen  are  not  to  take  this  upon  themselves,  how  is  it  to  be 
effected?  The  answer  is  obvious  to  those  who  have  reflected.  Send  out  an  exploring  expedition,  fitted 
and  prepared  for  the  purpose:  not  one  that  is  to  carry  the  majesty  and  grandeur  of  the  nation,  at  a  great 
expense,  but  one,  the  expenses  of  which  shall  be  inconsiderable,  but  at  the  same  time  shall  have  the  pro- 
tection, aid,  honor,  and  sanction  of  the  nation,  to  give  life,  energy,  and  character  to  individual  enterprise. 
We  have  been  an  industrious,  a  conmiercial,  and  enterprising  people,  and  have  taken  advantage  of  the 
knowledge  of  others,  as  well  as  of  their  trade:  for  although  our  entrance  and  clearance,  without  looking 
at  our  immense  coasting  trade,  amounted  to  eight  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-six  vessels,  yet  not 
one  of  these  were  sailed  a  mile  by  a  chart  made  by  us,  except  we  may  suppose  that  the  chart  of  George's 
Banks  may  have  been  used  by  a  few  of  the  navigators  of  these  vessels.  We  are  dependent  on  other 
nations  for  all  our  nautical  instruments,  as  well  as  charts;  and,  if  we  except  Bowditch's  Navigation,  an 
improvement  on  Hamilton  More's  book,  of  the  same  kind,  we  have  not  a  nautical  table  or  book  in  our 
navy,  or  amongst  our  merciiantmen,  the  product  of  our  own  science  and  skill ;  and  we  are  now  among  the 
three  first  commercial  nations  of  the  world,  and  have  more  shipping  and  commerce  than  all  the  nations 
of  Europe  had  together  when  Columbus  discovered  this  continent,  but  a  little  more  than  three  centuries 
since,  and  our  navy,  young  as  it  is,  has  more  effective  force  in  it  than  the  combined  navies  of  the  world 
could  have  amounted  to  at  that  period.  Out  of  the  discovery  of  this  continent,  and  a  passage  to  the 
Indies,  grew  up  the  naval  powers  of  Europe.  On  the  acquisition  of  the  New  World,  Spain  enlarged  her 
marine;  France  and  England  theirs,  to  hold  sway  with  Spain;  and  that  of  the  Netherlands  sprang  from 
the  extent  of  their  trade,  connected  with  the  wise  policy  of  enlarging  and  protecting  it. 

Our  commercial  and  national  importance  cannot  be  supported  without  a  navy,  or  our  navy  without  com- 
merce, and  a  nursery  for  our  seamen.  The  citizens  of  Maine,  of  New  York,  of  Georgia,  of  Ohio,  and  of 
the  great  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  are  deeply  interested  in  the  existence  of  our  gallant  navy,  and  of  the 
extension  of  our  commerce,  as  they  are  interested  in  the  perpetuity  of  our  institutions,  and  the  liberty  of 
our  country.  Indeed,  liberty  and  commerce  have  been  twin  sisters,  in  all  past  ages  and  countries  and 
times;  they  have  stood  side  by  side,  moved  hand  in  hand;  wherever  the  soil  has  been  congenial  to  the 
one,  there  has  flourished  the  other  also:  in  a  word,  they  have  lived,  they  have  flourished,  or  they  have 
died  together. 

Commerce  has  constantly  increased  with  the  knowledge  of  man;  yet  it  has  been  undergoing  per- 
petual revolutions.  These  changes  and  revolutions  have  often  mocked  the  vigilance  of  the  wary,  and  the 
calculations  of  the  sagacious;  but  there  is  now  a  fundamental  principle  on  which  commerce  is  based, 
which  will  lead  the  intelligent  merchant  and  the  wise  government  to  foresee  and  prepare  for  most  of  these 
changes;  and  that  principle  consists  in  an  intimate  knowledge  of  all  seas,  climates,  islands,  continents, 
of  every  river  and  mountain,  and  every  plain  of  the  globe,  and  all  their  productions;  and  of  the  nature^ 
habits  and  character  of  all  races  of  men:  and  this  information  should  be  corrected  and  revised  with  every 
season. 

The  commercial  nations  of  the  world  have  done  much,  and  much  remains  to  be  accomplished.  We 
stand  a  solitary  instance  among  those  who  are  considered  commercial,  as  never  having  put  forth  a  particle 
of  strength,  or  expended  a  dollar  of  our  money  to  add  to  the  accumulated  stock  of  commercial  and  geo- 
graphical knowledge,  except  in  partially  exploring  our  own  territory. 

When  our  naval  commanders  and  hardy  tars  have  achieved  a  victory  on  the  deep,  they  have  to  seek 
our  harbors,  and  conduct  their  prizes  into  port,  by  tables  and  charts  furnished,  perhaps,  by  the  very  peo- 
ple whom  they  have  vanquished. 

Is  it  honorable  for  the  United  States  to  use,  forever,  the  knowledge  furnished  us  by  others,  to  teach  us 
how  to  shun  a  rock,  escape  a  shoal,  or  find  a  harbor,  and  add  nothing  to  the  great  mass  of  information 
that  previous  ages  and  other  nations  have  brought  to  our  hands? 

Tyre,  Greece,  Carthage,  Venice,  Florence,  whose  commerce  has  ceased,  and  whose  opulence  is  gone 
forever,  have  still  left  the  historic  glory  of  having  shown  succeeding  ages  the  way  to  wealtli,  and  honor, 
and  power,  by  means  of  knowledge.  The  ancient  commercial  and  naval  monuments  are  theirs;  and 
every  niche  of  the  modern  temple  of  Neptune  is  filled  by  others — not  ourselves.  The  exports,  and,  more 
emphatically,  the  imports  of  the  United  States,  her  receipts  and  expenditures,  are  written  on  every  pillar 
erected  by  commerce,  on  every  sea,  and  in  every  clime;  but  the  amount  of  her  subscription  stock  to  erect 
these  pillars,  and  for  the  advancement  of  knowledge,  is  nowhere  to  be  found. 

To  open  new  sources  of  traffic  and  of  commercial  wealth  has  gratified  the  pride  as  well  as  the  avarice 
of  man  in  every  age;  and  the  adventurous  deeds  by  which  this  has  been  achieved  have  been  commemo- 
rated by  every  historian,  poet,  and  even  fabulist,  in  all  past  times:  for  the  Argonautic  expedition  for  the 
golden  fleece,  as  given  us  by  the  poets  and  mythologists,  is  only  in  the  form  of  a  generous  and  munificent 
commemoration  of  the  voyage  of  one  who  ventured  much  to  open  a  new  path  to  commerce,  for  the 
aggrandizement  of  his  own  country. 

We  have  been  plundered  by  the  English  and  the  French,  by  Spaniards  and  Neapolitans,  Danes,  Nor- 
wegians, and  the  Barbary  powers,  while  our  commerce  was  extended  everywhere  and  protected  nowhere. 
Some  of  these  insults  and  depredations  have  been  settled  for,  and  others  are  quietly,  but  surely,  approxi- 
mating to  a  day  oi  restitution  or  retribution.  The  spirit  of  the  nation  is  aroused  on  these  subjects,  and 
can  never  sleep  again;  honor,  justice,  feeling,  conscious  of  physical  strength,  all  forbid  it. 

Have  we  not,  then,  reached  a  degree  of  mental  strength  that  will  enable  us  to  find  our  waj' about  the  globe 
without  leading  strings?  And  are  we  forever  to  take  the  highway  others  have  laid  out  for  us,  and  fixed  with 
milestones  andguideboards?  No:  atimeof  adventure  and  enterprise  must  be  at  hand;  it  is  already  here,  and 
its  march  is  onward,  as  certain  as  a  star  approaches  its  zenith.  Permit  me  to  conclude,  in  humble  imitation 
of  the  great  discoverer  of  this  continent  to  his  patrons:  We  fear  no  storms,  no  icebergs,  no  monsters  of  the 
deep  in  any  sea  ;  we  will  conduct  ourselves  ivith  prudence,  and  discretion,  and  judgment ;  and,  if  we  succeed, 
the  glory  and  profit  will  be  yours ;  if  we  perish  in  our  attempts,  ice  alone  shall  suffer:  for  the  very  inquiry 
after  us  will  redound  to  your  honor. 

Be  pleased  to  accept  for  yourself  and  for  the  honorable  members  of  your  committee  the  assurance 
of  the  respect  and  esteem  with  which  I  am,  sir,  j^our  obedient  servant, 

J.  N.  REYNOLDS. 

Note. — Since  I  prepared  the  above  answer  to  your  letter  of  inquiry,  I  have  examined  the  clear  and  im- 
pressive memorial  from  the  town  of  Nantucket,  which  fully  confirms  every  statement  I  have  made  in 
regard  to  the  extent  of  the  whale  fishery,  although  drawn  from  different  soiuxes. 
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This  momnrial  is  not  only  clear  and  conclusive,  as  to  the  extent  and  value  of  this  important  business, 
but  presents  many  other  iiiiporlant  Tacts.  The  memorial  speaks  the  most  emphatic  language  to  every 
patriot  and  i-hiianthiopist,  as  wll  as  to  every  legislator  in  our  country,  in  the  following  quotation: 
"The  j;ivat  and  mcivasiii- cxicnt  nt  the  voyages  now  pursued  by  the  trading  and  whaling  ships  into 
seas  but  little  t'xploicl,  and  into  parts  of  the  world  before  nidviiown,  has  increased  the  cares,  the  losses 
and  dangers  of  our  mnvliants  and  mariners.  Wiihiii  a  low  yrais.  th,.se  cruises  have  rxlohilr.l  imni  the 
coast  of  Peru  and  Chili  to  ilic  northward  coast,  New  /raland,  and  the  isles  of  Japan.  'I'liis  im-ivase  of 
risk  has  been  attendeil  by  an  increase  in  loss,  t^evcral  vessels  liave  been  wrecked  on  islands  and  reefs 
not  laid  down  in  any  chart;  and  this  acquires  a  painful  intei'est  from  the  fact  that  many  ships  have  "une 
into  those  seas,  and  no  soul  has  survived  to  tell  their  fate."  '^ 

This  memorial,  coming  from  an  intelligent,  hardy,  and  enterprising  people,  who  have,  for  nuu-e  than 
thirty  years,  carried  on  this  fishery,  so  profitable  to  oiir  country,  without  ivpinin;j,-  at  anv  (lilliculties  they 
have  encountered,  or  withoui  solicit ini;-  aid  nnlil  llie  c'oiintiy  was  alile  to  alTonl  it,  should,  and  will  have 
its  effect  on  the  represi'iitatives  of  ihe  nation  in  ( 'on.uivss.  '  National  and  individual  inti'rests  they  are 
bound  to  regard  at  all  times;  but  I  trust  these  claims  will  be  more  proni|itly  attendeil  to  when  the  addi- 
tional facts  are  made  known  to  them;  and  they  are  assured  that  many  oV  our  feailess  navigators  are 
now,  probably,  wasting  a  wretched  existence  on  some  desolate  island  in  these  immense  seas,  waitini^','  in 
prayerful  hope,  that  the  generosity  of  the  nation  will  be  arousecl  to  send  in  seaich  of  them,  and  thai'  in 
some  distant  day,  they  shall  see  their  country  and  their  homes,  and  be  ivstoicd  to  the  b  isijm  oi'  tlieir 
families  and  friends.  They  have  read  or  heard  thai  the  l''reneli  government  sent  exi.eiliiiiui  after  expedi- 
tion to  seek  for  Perouse  and  his  missing- vessels;  ami  can  thi^v  lor  a  moment  ima-ine  that  those  Ihev 
had  left  at  home  are  less  generous  nnd  philanthropie  than  \\\r  peo|ile  of  j-'ianee,  or  of  anv  other  nation? 
They  cannot:  for  they  will  remembei- — an<l  who  can  loi--,.|  it  —  that,  in  our  da'vs  of  small  thin';-s,  the 
whole  country  was  in  agitation  by  the  ea|ili\-ity  of  a  i'^w  Anii'riean  eiti/.ens  by  the  powers  of  Pj^n-llary, 
and  the  expense  of  liberating  them  was  sp<uitaneously  proirer<"d  by  the  American  people;  and  will  not 
this  same  people  be  willing  that  the  nation  should  do  something  to  ascertain  the  fate  of  these  enterprising 
navigators,  who  are,  probably,  on  some  reef  or  island,  sustaining  life  as  they  can? 

In  this  matter  everything  conspires  to  urge  us  forward  at  this  precise  time.  The  advantages  of 
commerce  to  science  and  national  glory  seem  now  to  be  sealed  and  sanctified  by  the  calls  of  humanity 
and  imperious  duty. 

1  wish  not  to  be  importunate,  nor  do  I  fear  that  I  am:  for  the  accumulated  weight  of  circumstances 
are  above  all  argument  or  entreaty,  for  they  strike  the  heart  and  the  understanding  at  the  same  time. 

As  these  thing-s  came  crowding  upon  my  mind,  I  had  nearly  forgotten  another  important  fact,  which 
will  be  supported  by  the  able  and  experienced  representative  of  the  district  of  which  Nantucket  makes  a 
part;  and  that  is,  that  there  are  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  islands,  reefs,  and  shoals,  known  to  our 
whalemen,  not  laid  down  in  any  chart.  Around  these  islands,  reefs,  and  shoals  are  floating  nearly  forty 
thousand  tons  of  shipping,  engaged  in  a  trade  of  great  national  concern,  with  an  immense  amount  in  pro- 
perty and  lives,  all  of  which  are  at  the  mercy  of  the  winds  and  waves. 

If  this  be  so,  and  who  can  doubt  their  honesty,  should  they  not  be  surveyed?  The  future  safety  of 
our  mariners  demands  it.  The  advancement  of  commerce  and  our  navigating  interests  demand  it.  The 
people  demand  it;  and  our  national  honor  cannot  suifer  this  fact  to  go  abroad,  and  not  carry  with  it  the 
probability  of  some  effort  for  future  information  and  security.  J.  N.  R. 


Washingtox,   Fehruarii  26,  1828. 
To  Captain  Thos.  Ap  Caieahy  Junes,  United  States  navy: 

Sir:  The  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  through  their  chairman,  have 
recently  addressed  me  a  note,  requesting-  my  views  of  the  character,  value,  and  extent  of  our  trade  in 
the  South  seas  and  Pacific  ocean. 

A  reply  to  that  letter  is  herewith  enclosed  for  your  perusal,  and  as  you  have  recently  been  in  the 
Pacific  on  official  duty,  and  have  improved  the  favorable  opportunity  you  had  of  acquiring  much  useful 
information  in  relation  to  our  important  and  growing  commerce  there,  I  would  thank  you  to  inform  me, 
in  writing,  how  far  your  own  views  extend  in  corroboration  of  the  report  I  am  about  to  submit  to  the 
consideration  of  the  committee. 

Be  pleased  to  accept  the  assurance  of  high  consideration  with  which, 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  J.  N.  REYNOLDS. 


W.isHiNGToy,  February  28,  1828. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  received  and  read  with  great  satisfaction  the  memorial  which  you  did  me  the 
honor  to  submit  for  my  perusal.  My  recent  cruise  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  in  the  course  of  which  I  spent 
some  time  among  the  Society,  Sandwich  and  other  islands,  afforded  me  a  good  opportunity  of  seeing,  in 
partial  operation,  most  of  the  branches  of  commerce,  the  advantages  of  which  you  so  clearly  demonstrate 
in  your  address  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

That  there  is  a  great  field  open  for  national  enterprise,  in  the  region  to  which  you  have  invited  the 
attention  of  the  American  people,  cannot  be  doubted;  and  I  accord  most  heartily  with  you  that  such  a 
voyage  as  you  contemplate  would  open  to  our  commercial,  and  of  course,  national  interests,  sources  of 
great  wealth,  which  cannot  be  brought  into  action  without  the  protecting  aid  of  government. 
That  success  may  crown  your  most  laudible  exertions,  is  the  wish  of, 
Sir,  your  obedient  sei-vant, 

THOS.  AP  CATESBY  JONES. 
To  J.  N.  Reynolds,  Esq. 
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House  of  Representatives,  Commiltce  on  Naval  Affairs,  March,  3,  1828. 
Sir:  Tlie  House  has  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  several  petitions,  praying  that  an 
expedition  may  be  sent  into  the  Pacific  and  Southern  ocean. 

I   am   ilii'"(tod  by    the  committee  to  ask  of  your  Department   your   opinion   respecting  such  an 
expediti"!!,  and  Kri.llv  v.-iir  reasons  for  it;  and,  if  you  shall  be  of  opinion  that  such  an  expedition  ought 
to  be  sent  ilicic,  til  n'(|iHsl  (if  you  a  project  of  the  law  to  authorize  it,  with  your  reasons  for  its  several 
provisions,  ami  any  otlicr  information  you  may  be  pleased  to  give  on  the  subject. 
Witli  esteem  and  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

MICHAEL  HOFFMAN. 
Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  Uie  Navy. 


Navy  Department,  March  14,  1828. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive,  your  letter  of  the  3d  of  March,  in  which,  on  behalf  of  the 
Committee  of  Naval  Affairs,  you  "ask  my  opinion  respecting  an  exploring  expedition  into  the  Pacific 
and  Southern  ocean,  and  brielly  my  reasons  for  it." 

I  entertain  tlie  opinion  that  such  an  expedition  is  expedient.     My  reasons  are  briefly  these: 

That  we  have  an  immense  and  increasing  commerce  in  that  region,  which  needs  the  protecting 
kindness  of  the  .L;dvcnnn<'nt,  and  maybe-  greatly  extended  liy  snob  an  expcdilion.  Of  the  extent  and 
nature  of  this  commricc,  it  is  not  easy  to  write  brielly,  nor  is  it  nccrssary.  It  is  better  known  to  none 
than  to  some  of  llic  nicml.crs  df  the  Naval  Committee  in  the  ll.mse  nf  Kepresentativcs.  The  estimate  of 
its  value  has  been  much  augmented,  in  the  view  of  the  Department,  by  the  reports  which  have  been 
made,  under  itn  orders,  by  our  naval  officers,  who  have  commanded  vessels-of-war  in  the  Pacific,  and 
■which  are  now  on  file 

The  conmiercial  operations  carried  on  in  that  quarter  are  difficult  and  hazardous.  They  are  correctly 
represented  in  the  memorial  of  the  inhabitants  of  Nantucket,  to  which  I  would  refer,  as  well  as  to  some 
of  the  many  other  memorials  which  have  been  addressed  to  Congress  on  this  subject.  It  would  seem 
wise  in  the'  government  to  render  these  commercial  operations  less  hazardous  and  less  destructive  of 
life  and  property,  if  it  can  be  done  by  a  moderate  expenditure  of  money. 

The  commerce  in  the  Pacific  ocean  affords  one  of  the  best  nurseries  for  our  seamen.  An  expedition 
such  as  that  proposed  would  be  calculated  to  increase  that  class  of  citizens — an  increase  in  which  the 
government  and  nation  are  deeply  interested. 

We  now  navigate  the  ocean,  and  acquire  our  knowledge  of  the  globe,  its  divisions  and  properties, 
almost  entirely  from  the  contributions  of  others.  By  sending  an  expedition  into  that  immense  region,  so 
little  known  to  the  civilized  world,  we  shall  add  something  to  the  common  stock  of  geographical  and 
scientific  knowledge,  which  is  not  merely  useful  to  commerce,  but  connects  itself  with  almost  all  the 
concerns  of  society;  and  while  we  make  our  contributions  to  this  common  stock,  we  shall  not  fail  to 
derive  the  best  advantages  to  ourselves,  and  be  richly  paid,  even  in  a  calculation  of  expenditure  and 
profit. 

The  expedition  ought  not  to  be  large  or  expensive.  Other  nations  have  erred  on  this  point.  It 
seems  to  be  the  desire  of  the  memorialists  that  Congress  should  afford  aid,  not  furnish  the  whole  expense. 

If  this  mode  be  preferred  by  the  committee,  all  that  the  bill  need  provide  is,  "that  the  sum  of  $ 

be  appropriated  to  aid  in  fitting  out  an  expedition  to  explore  the  Pacific  ocean  and  South  seas."  If  it  be 
the  intention  that  the  wliule  expense  should  be  borne  by  government,  the  bill  ought  to  provide  "  that  the 
"President  of  the  Initeil  Slates  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  cause  to  be  fitted  out  an  expedition  to 

explores   the   I'acilic  ocean  and  South  seas,  and   that  the  sum  of  $ be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 

appropriated  for  that  object."     The  blank  ought  to  be  filled  with  $45,000  or  $50,000. 

The  bill  need  not  contain  any  other  provisions,  as  the  amount  of  the  appropriation  will  limit  the 
expenditure;  and  I  do  not  presume  that  Congress  would  desire  to  prescribe  the  size  of  the  vessels,  their 
equipage,  or  the  number  and  character  of  the  persons  to  be  employed. 

In  either  of  the  plans  proposed,  whatever  is  done  will  be  under  the  direction  of  this  Department,  and 
the  expense  may  be  greatly  diminished  by  permitting  certain  of  the  naval  ofiScers  to  join  the  expedition, 
and  by  using  other  facilities  which  are  under  its  control. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Hon.  Michael  Hoffman,  Chairman  of  Committee  of  Naval  Affairs,  House  of  Represent  olives. 


To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepreseiitatives  in  Congi-ess  assembled: 

The  memorial  of  the  subscribers,  citizens  of  the  town  of  Nantucket,  respectfully  represents: 
That  the  intercourse  maintained  between  different  parts  of  the  nation  and  the  islands  and  countries 
of  the  Pacific  ocean  has  become  a  matter  of  public  interest,  and  deserving  the  protecting  care  of  the 
national  legislature.  The  fur  business,  and  the  trade  carried  on  between  the  Pacific  islands  and  coast  of 
China,  as  is  known  to  your  honorable  body,  have  afforded  rich  returns,  and  increased  the  wealth  of  our 
common  country.  Besides  this  employment  of  national  industry  and  enterprise,  they  would  represent 
that  there  are  engaged  in  the  whale  fishery,  from  various  parts  of  the  country,  upward  of  forty  thousand 
tons  of  shipping,  requiring  a  capital  of  three  millions  of  dollars,  and  the  services  of  more  than  three 
thoiisand  seamen.  Whether  viewed  as  a  nursery  of  bold  and  hardy  seamen,  or  as  an  employment  of 
capital  in  one  of  the  most  productive  modes,  or  as  furnishing  an  article  of  indispensable  necessity  to 
human  comfort,  it  seems  to  your  petitioners  to  be  an  object  especially  deserving  the  public  care.  The 
increased  extent  of  the  voyages  now  pursued  by  the  trading  and  whaling  ships,  into  seas  but  little 
explored,  and  to  parts  of  the  world  before  unknown,  has  increased  the  cares,  the  dangers,  and  the  losses 
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of  our  merchants  and  mariners.  Within  a  few  years  their  cruises  liave  extench'd  fn>m  tlie  coasts  of  Peru 
and  Chili  to  the  nurllnvest  coast,  N,'\v  Zealand'  and  \\u-  isl,.s  ,,f  ,Ta|.ai,.  This  inercasr  ,  .f  risk  lias  Iktu 
attended  by  an  incivasc  dt  l.,ss.      .S'vcral  v.-ssrls    liavr    Im'^i  wiv,  k,-d  -ii  ishni.ls  and    lmTs  umI   lai.l  .  uwu 

on  any  chart;   and  the  mailer   ae,|uires   a    painini    inleivsi.  Ir,,,,,  the  lari    tl,al  many  shins    have  ..■ i„t„ 

th(.se"s,.as,  and  nu  s.ml  has  sm-vived  lu  tell  the,,-  tale.  Vnur  pemmners  eM„s,der  i,  a  matter  uf  earnest 
importance  that  these  s..,s  shenld  he  explored;  that  ihey  shouhl  he  snrveyed  in  an  aeenrale  and  anth-mtic 
manner,  and  th<'  position  of  new  ishmds  and  r,.els,  and  shoals,  delinitelv  aseerl  aine,|.  The  ad  van.-ement 
of  science,  and  not  their  private  mterest  only,  hut  the  -'eneral  interests  uf  the  nation,  seem  to  ihem 
imperiously  to  demand  it.  They  thercd'ore  pray  that  an  expedition  may  he  lifted  out,  under  the  sanction 
of  the  o-,)vernment,  to  explore  and  survey  the  islands  and  ciasls  of  the  I'acilic  seas;  and  as  in  duty  hound 
Nvill  oyer  pray. 

N.vNTUCKET,  February,  1828. 


20™  CnxGRESS.]  No.  364.  [l.sT  SF.ssmx. 

ON  THE  EXPEDIENCY  OF  EXTENDING   THE   ACT   ALLOWING   PENSIONS  FPOM  THE  PRI- 
VATEER PENSION  FUND. 

C0JI5IUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    APRIt.    L5,    1828. 


Navy  Dapartmext,  February  21,  1828. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  the  inquiries  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  15th  instant,  in  relation  to  "the  expe- 
diency of  continuing  the  act  providing-  for  the  allowance  of  pensions  from  the  privateer  pension  fund," 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  statement: 

1st.  As  regards  "the  state  of  the  fund,  and  its  probable  productiveness  for  some  years  to  come." 

The  fund  consists  of  six  per  cent,  stock  of  the  United  States,  to  the  amount  of  $70,698.24,  yielding 
an  annual  interest  of  $4,241.89.  A  portion  of  this  stock  has  been  reimbursable  since  the  1st  day  of 
January,  1827,  and  the  residue  since  the  first  day  of  the  present  year;  so  that  the  whole  is  now  subject 
to  redemption,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  United  States. 

The  stock  belonging  to  this  fund  at  one  time  amounted  to  $209,580.65;  but  the  interest  proving 
insufficient  to  discharge  the  claims  admitted  under  the  several  acts  authorizing  the  issue  of  pensions, 
sales  of  portions  of  the  stock,  at  various  times,  became  inevitable,  to  enable  the  Department  to  pay  the 
semi-annual  allowances  granted  to  the  pensioners.  Stock  to  the  amount  of  $138,882.41  has  been'sold, 
on  which  a  premium  of  $7,408.61)  Ims  heen  reali/,<Ml;  and  further  sah's  must  take  place  semi-annually,  the 
interest  being  inadequate  to  pay  the  iiensions  ehar,i;-eahle  to  the  Innd. 

2d.  As  respects  "the  number  and  probable  expense  to  the  fund,  of  the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines, 
whose  pensions  are  charged  upon  it." 

Provision  was  made  for  persons  disabled  in  private  armed  vessels,  by  the  acts  of  Congress  of  the  13th 
of  February  and  2d  of  August,  1813;  and,  under  these  acts,  relief  has  been  atforded  to  107  persons,  who 
are  entitled  to  pensions  so  long  ;is  their  disaldlity  continues.  Of  this  nmnher,  some  are  known  to  have 
died;  others,  who  have  not  claimed  their  pensions  fir  several  years,  are,  also,  prohahly  ilead,  though 
their  death  has  not  been  reported  to  the  Department;  and  new  claimants  oceasionally  yet  present  them- 
selves, and  succeed  in  establishinu-  their  ri-ht  to  a  participation  in  the  heiutits  of  the  fund.  The  expense 
occasioned  to  the  fund,  by  this  description  of  pension<  is.  may  he  esiiinate.l  at  alnint  ;S.^,000  per  annum. 

3d.  As  respects  "the  number  of  widows  yet  unniarrid,  and  children  under  the  age  of  sixteen  years, 
whose  pensions  are  charged  on  the  fund;  and  the  probable  future  annual  expense  to  the  fund,  by  reason 
of  the  continuance  of  the  pensions  of  such  widows  and  childreti." 

Since  the  passage  of  the  acts  of  Congress  of  the  9th  of  April,  and  26th  of  May,  1824,  authorizing  a 
further  renewal  for  the  term  of  five  years,  the  widows  and  orphans  of  159  persons,  slain  or  lost  during 
the  lati'  wai-,  in  private  armed  vessels,  have  been  placed  on  the  pension  list,  and  paid,  semi-aiiiiually,  a 
sum  equal  in  amount  to  half  the  pay  to  which  the  deceased  persons,  whoiii  they  respectively  leprisent, 
were  entitled  at  the  time  of  their  .le'aih.  Some  of  these  have  already  ivceivd  the  tifteen  years'  allow- 
ance, authorized  by  law,  and  their  ],ensions  have,  of  course,  been  discontinued.  Tlie  pensions  of  the 
others  will  expire  at  different  periods  hctween  the  present  time  and  the  year  1830,  when  all  will  have 
reciMved  an  allowance  for  fifteen  years,  and  the  several  pensions  expire,  by  the  limitation  of  the  term 
authorized  by  law,  unless  Congress  shall  make  provision  for  a  further  renewal. 

Under  the  act  of  4th  of  March,  1814,  the  widows  and  orphans  of  203  persons  were  placed  on  the 
pension  list.  Under  the  act  of  16th  of  April,  1818,  the  widows  and  orphans  of  186  persons  had  their 
pensions  renewed  and  increased.  Under  the  acts  of  9th  of  April,  and  26th  of  May,  1824,  as  before 
observed,  the  widows  and  orphans  of  159  persons  have  had  their  pensions  further  renewed.  From  a  com- 
]iarisoii  of  these  numbers,  the  committee  will  see  what  decrease  has  taken  place,  on  account  of  inter- 
nmrriages,  deaths,  children  attaining  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  and  of  the  failure  of  persons  entitled  to 
pensions  to  establish  their  claims. 

It  being  difficult  to  estimate,  with  accuracy,  the  annual  expense  chargeable  to  this  fund  for  any 
future  year,  I  subjoin  a  statement,  showing  the  actual  amount  remitted  from  the  treasury  to  pay  priva- 
teer pensioners,  for  each  of  the  last  ten  years. 

The  remittances  were  as  follows: 

In  1818 $1 7 ,  532  00 

In  1819 28 ,  T.V.)  00 

In  1820 35,065  33 

In  1821 37 ,010  00 

In  1822 25 ,  032  20 

In  1823 18,042  51 
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In  1824 
In  1825 


$19,499  00 

32,066  00 

20,112  00 

JSI8-2?:::::-.;:::;:::;::::::::::::::::::::::::: "''-''<"> 

From  the  preceding  views,  it  is  evident,  unless  Congress  shall  make  an  appropriation  to  aid  the  fund, 
it  will  in  a  few  years,  be  exhausted,  and  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  slain,  or  lost,  as  well  as  the 
persons  who  were  wounded  and  disabled,  in  the  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,  be  left  with- 
out any  pension,  or  allowance,  to  contribute  towards  their  support  and  maintenance. 

If  more  particular  information  respecting  this  fund  be  required,  permit  me  to  refer  you  to  a  detailed 
report  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  the  speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  27th 
of  March  1820-  and  to  another  report  from  the  Department,  made  to  the  honorable  James  Lloyd,  chair- 
man of  the  Naval  Committee  of  the  Senate,  on  the  24th  January,  1824,  both  of  which  were  printed,  and 
will  be  found  among  the  documents.  cvArr     cnr'TWiPT^ 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c.,  SAM.  L.  SOLTHARD. 

Honorable  Michael  Hoffiian,  Chairman  Naval  Committee,  House  of  Representatives. 


Navy  Departsiext,  March  19,  1828. 

Sir-  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  15th  February,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the.  annual  report 
in  relation  to  the  navy  pension  fund  was  transmitted  to  Congress  on  the  14th  inst.  That  report  exhi- 
bits the  number  who,  at  this  time,  receive  aid  from  the  fund,  and  the  annual  expenditure;  the  amount  of 
stocks  of  the  United' States,  and  stocks  of  banks,  held  in  the  name  of  the  commissioners  of  the  fund. 

The  act  of  January  22,'l824,  renewing  that  of  1819,  will  expire  on  22d  January,  1829.  The  pensions 
renewed  under  those  acts  having  been  granted  at  different  periods,  will,  of  course,  cease  at  different 
periods,  and  several  of  them  in  the  course  of  1828.  ,.,.„,  •        ■■  ,.  , 

It  is  impracticable  to  form  an  accurate  estimate  of  the  expense  which  will  be  occasioned  by  a  renewal 
of  those  pensions;  but  as  the  income  of  the  fund  is  now  equal  to  the  payment  of  all  the  claims  upon  it, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  will  be  sufficient,  should  the  law  be  renewed. 

There  are  no  means  in  the  control  of  the  commissioners  which  will  enable  them  to  state  the  proba- 
bilities as  to  the  marriage  of  the  widows  or  the  age  of  the  children;  but  the  provisions  of  the  laws,  and 
the  regulations  of  the  commissioners,  require  the  proof  of  widowhood,  and  of  the  ages  of  the  children,  to 
be  given  at  every  payment.  The  accompanying  statement  furnishes  the  information  called  for  in  relation 
to  the  privateer  pension  fund.  .       ,    .      ,  .  i      •„  ^       ■  ,   .,      ^  . 

The  laws  hitherto  enacted  have  been  found  sufficient  for  their  object,  and  will  turnish  the  lorm  ot  a 
law,  should  it  be  deemed  expedient  to  pass  one.  ^  „:,  ..      i,oi.r 

It  is,  perhaps,  proper  to  remark,  that  the  cases  of  pensions  granted  under  the  law  ot  3d  March,  181T, 
generally  expire  in  the  course  of  this  year,  and  cannot  be  renewed,  unless  provision  for  that  purpose  be 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant,  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Hon.  Michael  Hoffman,  Chairman  Naval  Committee. 
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APPLICATION    FOR   ESTABLISHMENT  OF  A  NAVAL   DEPOT    OR    STATION  AT  SAVANNAH, 

GEORGIA. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  SENATE  APRIL  28,   1828 
MEMORIAL. 
To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  memorial  of  the  citizens  of  Savannah  is  respectfully  presented:  Your  memorialists,  without 
preamble,  proceed  to  place  before  you  the  objects  which  have  induced  them  again  to  appear  before  your 
body,  having  recently  called  your  attention  to  the  same  matters,  through  the  medium  of  the  constituted 
authorities  of  the  city. 

Your  memorialists  acknowledge,  with  pleasure,  the  liberal  appropriation  made  by  your  body  for  the 
clearing  and  deepening  of  the  channel  of  the  Savannah  river,  and  for  removing  the  sunken  wrecks,  which 
have  for  many  years  been  imbedded  in  sand,  and  obstructed  the  navigation. 

Your  memorialists  now  design  to  lay  before  your  honorable  body  facts  and  arguments  connected 
with  the  subject  of  the  second  part  of  our  former  memorial,  viz:  the  establishment  of  a  naval  depot  at 
this  point,  on  this  river,  at  or  near  the  city. 

Your  memorialists  are  able  to  affirm,  with  confidence,  that  the  entrance  to  Savannah  river  is  easy 
and  practicable;  that  there  are  very  few  cases  in  which  a  ship  cannot  sail  over  the  bar  into  safe  anchorage. 

Your  memorialists  know  that  your  body  has  official  surveys  of  the  bar  and  river  of  Savannah,  and  on 
the  comparative  advantages  of  tliis  and  other  ports  in  the  vicinity,  examined  with  the  same  general 
objects,  your  opinions  and  acts  will  be  founded.  We  are  willing,  with  deference,  to  submit  the  claims 
of  this  river,  as  a  naval  station  of  the  United  States,  to  the  testimony  of  these  documents  before  you,  and 
will  only  add,  by  way  of  elucidation,  the  practical  information  which  arises  from  residence  and  observation. 

In  the  report  of  Captain  Stockton,  now  before  us,  he  answers  to  the  7th  interrogatory  of  the  Navy 
Department:  "That  tolerably  good  water  can  be  obtained,  and  without  much  difficulty."     Your  memori- 
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alists  are  aware,  from  long  experience,  and  repeated  declarations  of  Rliipniasters,  that  the  waters  of  this 
river  are  of  the  best  kind  for  taking  to  sea;  indeed,  that  it  is  profenod  In  (hal  (.f  mnny  other  seaports, 
on  that  account.  It  can  In-  taken  in  for  use,  at  i'our  ^[il<•  pnint,  ihe  disiane..  tVoi,,  Cockspur  roads  eight 
nniles  by  water.  But  sh.nild  it  appear  that  the  water  ..f  the  river  wi.iild  imt  answer  the  purpose  of 
supplying  ships  of  the  United  States,  tliere  weidd  be  nu  diffienlty  in  i.i-(,rming  ilie  requisite  quantity 
from  the  city  itself — where,  with  one  consent,  it  is  approved,  and  considered  equal  to  any  water  that  is 
found  in  a  corresponding  latitude. 

Your  memorialists,  in  commenting  further  on  the  report  of  Captain  Stockton,  are  led  to  the  expression 
of  the  opinion  that  if  his  low-water  deptlis  be  established  as  correct,  and  his  rise  of  tide  also,  then  such 
classes  of  vessels  as  do  come  up  t"  the  scNcral  points  mentioned,  and  {><  the  (  iiy,  could  not  be  floated. 
Still,  however,  we  are  willing  to  eoneeih^  any  preconceived  opinion,  wiiieh  has  hei  u  overthrown  by  facts, 
and  such  his  statements  are  supposed  to  be,  by  actual  admeasurement.  Vessels  drawing  fourteen  feet 
water  come  up  to  the  city. 

Your  memorialists  further  remark,  on  the  subject  of  supplies  for  a  fleet,  mentioned  in  Capt.  Stockton's 
answer  to  the  8th  interrogatory,  that  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  procuring  every  necessary  article,  by 
contract  or  otherwise,  as  must  be  done  in  other  places.  Let  the  arrangements  be  made  here,  which 
require  supplies,  they  can  be  immediately  furnished. 

Your  memorialists  are  not  competent  judges  of  the  best  positions  for  a  navy  yard;  but  when  a 
selection  is  made,  it  ought  to  be  carefully  investigated,  not  only  with  reference  to  general  advantages,  but  ■ 
,  to  the  health  of  men  who  labor  in  naval  preparations. 

Your  memorialists  state,  in  relation  to  the  health  of  this  city  and  its  vicinity,  that  it  has  been  subject 
to  great  changes.  They  would  strongly  recommend  a  location  for  workmen  in  the  city,  or  a  short 
distance  from  the  river,  during  the  summer  months,  especially  at  night;  and  there  is  an  elevated  point, 
not  far  distant  from  Fort  Jackson,  or  Five  Fathom,  on  the  Georgia  side  of  the  river,  whence  there  is  easy 
communication  with  the  city.  They  recommend  Fort  Jackson,  or  Five  Fathom,  as  the  most  eligible 
point  below  the  city. 

Your  memorialists  affirm  that  destruction  by  the  worm  is  not  known  in  this  river,  within  seven  miles 
of  the  city. 

Your  memorialists  believe  that  it  will  be  plainly  seen  that  the  largest  class  of  vessels  cannot  use 
this  port,  if  a  naval  station  were  established  here  by  the  government;  but  they  arc  decidedly  of  opinion, 
that  all  the  documentary  testimony  of  examination  and  reports  will  show  it  well  adapted  for  medium 
class  vessels,  which  will  be  most  generally  employed  in  this  and  contiguous  latitudes  for  the  protection 
of  commerce. 

Your  memorialists  desire  that  this  port  be  placed  only  in  fair  competition  with  others,  for  an  unbiassed 
choice,  by  the  proper  authority,  as  a  naval  station. 

If  it  be  declared  unequal  to  others  in  the  vicinity,  the  award  must  be  considered  as  made  by  the  best 
judgment  of  the  parties. 

Your  memorialists,  in  the  momorial  formerly  alluded  to,  asked  a  survey  of  the  port. 

The  request  has  been  complied  with,  and  the  officer  executing  that  duty  has  fulfilled  it.  It  appears 
to  be  a  plain,  impartial  statement  of  facts,  from  which  all  leaning  to  any  peculiar  interest  has  been 
excluded. 

Your  memorialists  are  credibly  informed  that  Gen.  Barnard  declared  this  port  and  river  to  be  very 
defensible  at  several  points.  We  know  that  Com.  Bainbridge  spoke  of  it  as  of  extremely  easy  entrance 
and  navigation,  and  on  that  opinion  the  surest  reliance  is  to  be  placed,  from  his  experience  in  such 
matters,  and  as  he  himself  came  in,  in  the  ship  John  Adams,  Captain  Nicholson. 

Your  memorialists  state,  that  it  is  a  rare  occurrence  for  a  ship  to  lie  ofi"  and  on,  outside  of  the  bar, 
from  the  entrance  being  so  deep  and  practicable,  and  the  navigation  so  plain  and  simple.  The  light  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  beacon  erected  by  the  commissioners  of  pilotage,  mark  the  entrance  as  well  as  that 
of  any  port  in  the  States. 

Your  memorialists  would  suggest,  through  your  body,  to  the  Navy  Department,  if  this  river  and  har- 
bor, or  some  point  in  this  vicinity,  be  made  a  naval  station,  that  a  place  of  deposit  for  heavy  munitions 
and  fitting  be  established  at  Five  Fathom,  or  Fort  Jackson,  and  that  the  ships  intended  to  be  thoroughly 
repaired,  be  floated  light  to  the  city;  and  if  only  slightly  repaired,  that  it  be  done  by  detachment  from  the 
city.  And  they  add,  that  the  motive  for  this  suggestion  is  the  preservation  of  the  health  of  laborers  and 
mechanics. 

Your  memorialists  believe  that  a  naval  station  is  necessary,  somewhere  in  this  vicinity,  for  several 
objects: 

1.  Because  of  the  interests  to  be  protected. 

2.  The  proximity  to  the  West  India  seas,  and  the  competent  protection  of  our  western  commerce 
through  them. 

3.  From  the  gales  which  annually  occur  in  August  and  September,  which  make  it  necessary  to  have 
an  open  and  accessible  port  for  repairs  and  supplies  for  government  vessels,  which  must  always  be 
employed  in  guarding  our  trade  with  our  western  States  and  our  West  India  neighbors. 

Your  memorialists  think  it  unwise  to  attempt  to  press  on  your  body  the  general  arguments  connected 
with  the  defence  of  the  country,  being  satisfied  that  the  common  interest  of  the  confederated  brethren  of 
these  States,  weighs  with  powerful  influence  on  your  body.  We  ask  of  you  to  establish  a  naval  station 
here,  because  we  believe  its  advanta,i;-es  are  greater  than  other  ports  under  consideration,  for  the  same 
purposes.     But,  "our  country"   is  our  motto,  and  we  desire  to  be  actuated  by  it,  in  this  memorial. 

Your  memorialists  believe  that  Savaunaii  is  the  next  important  point  on  the  southern  coast  to  New 
Orleans.  In  the  late  war,  our  then  enemies  had  so  determined  it,  and  had  not  our  armies  been  led  to  vic- 
tory, and  our  foes  discomfited,  it  is  highly  probable  that  the  force  might  have  been  turned  against  us,  and 
at  that  period  the  opinion  received  very  extensive  credence. 

Your  memorialists  beg  reference  to  the  maps  of  the  southern  coast,  and  believe  it  will  be  found  that 
Savannah  is  well  placed,  at  the  proper  point  on  a  river  which  is  one  of  the  finest  outlets  in  the  country,  and  the 
way  by  which  the  produce  of  this  State  and  part  of  South  Carolina  must  find  their  market.  The  imports  and 
exports  of  Savannah,  have  always  been  extensive.  The  former  have  decreased,  but  in  the  lapse  of  a  few 
years  they  will  begin  to  reach  the  previous  standard.  The  exports  can  also  be  made  the  subject  of 
investig'ation. 

Your  memorialists  beg  leave  to  show  that  Savannah  is  a  point  of  central  importance  in  time  of  war, 
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in  consequence  of  the  natural  canals  or  inland  passages,  north  and  south  of  it.  It  can  carry  on  a  trade 
independently  of  an  exterior  enemy,  and  experience  has  proved  this.  Let  Savannah  be  held  by  an  enemy: 
it  may  readily  be  seen  how  commanding  a  point  it  may  then  become. 

Your  memorialists  can  aliirm,  without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  several  of  the  superior  officers  of 
the  John  Adams,  (when  that  ship  was  in  our  waters,  in  1825,)  declared  Savannah  to  be  the  best  entrance 
and  harbor  south  of  the  Chesapeake.  There  are  but  two  competitors  for  equality  in  this  respect:  Charles- 
ton and  St.  Mary's.  The  examination  of  these  ports,  compared  with  that  of  Savannah,  will  show  its 
decided  superiority.     In  addition  thereto,  the  water  is  salt  in  both  those  ports. 

Your  memorialists  have  before  them  memorials  for  extending  this  document  to  still  greater  lengths, 
on  this  part  of  the  subject.  .,    ,   ,       ,  •   •  i      ,     ,  .•  ^  .- 

But,  as  your  body  will  most  probably  be  guided  by  the  opinions  and  calculations  of  the  surveying 
officers,  appointed  fm-'that  purpose,  therefore  please  remark,  in  Capt.  Stockton's  report,  "about  one  mile 
and  a  hall'  liii;li(  r  up  tlie  river,  there  is  another  mud  flat,  called  Four  Mile  Point  shoal,  on  which  there  is 
about  fi;;-! it  iVd  at  low  water." 

The  ship  Juliu  Adams  lay  for  a  fortnight,  only  a  mile  below  this  point.  Her  draft  of  water  can 
readily  be  ascertained.     The  order  for  her  pilotage  was  for  a  draught  of  17  feet. 

Your  memorialists,  in  further  prosecution  of  the  objects  of  this  memorial,  are  unwilling  to  trespass 
on  the  time  of  your  body.  But  it  is  needful  to  present  ourselves  before  you  in  such  a  way  as  to  show 
that  we  ourselves  feel  an  interest  in  our  own  endeavors  to  procure  the  object  asked  for.  We  ask  especial 
reference  to  the  reports  of  the  examinations  made  of  the  bar  and  harbor  of  Charleston  and  St.  Mary's,  by 
Capt.  Kearney,  and  to  the  same  document  by  Capt.  Stockton,  in  relation  to  this  port.  On  the  latter  we 
have  commented,  and  stated  some  facts,  of  which  we  desire  notice  to  be  taken;  and,  in  addition  to  the 
comments  already  made  upon  the  report  of  Captain  Stockton,  we  desire  to  state,  that  vessels  crossing  the 
bar  of  the  Savannah  river,  have  a  free  wind  when  it  is  either  due  north  or  south,  or  intermediate. 

Your  memorialists  believe  that  every  article  of  supply  for  vessels  can  be  procured  at  any  time,  pro- 
vided there  be  a  want  of  them. 

Of  timber,  any  quantity  can  be  delivered  here  for  repairs;  and  by  the  aid  of  a  very  fine  steam  mill, 
at  Darien,  with  that  in  this  city,  the  best  plank  can  be  prepared,  allowing  the  choice  of  hitherto  unculled 
materials.  As  before  remarked,  establish  a  necessity  for  any  article,  by  its  purchase  for  use,  and  there 
will  be  an  immediate  supply. 

Your  memorialists  cannot  assert  that  the  number  of  mechanics  for  the  repairing-  of  vessels  is  equal 
to  Charleston,  nor  shall  we  enter  into  the  reasons  why  so  many  more  are  required  there,  but  shall  say  on 
this  part  of  the  subject,  if  inducements  are  offered,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  requisite 
supply  of  them. 

Your  memorialists  beg  leave  to  state  to  your  body,  that  sick  seamen  can  be  taken  care  of,  at  any 
time,  in  the  public  hospital,  or  by  provision  made  by  the  government  itself,  for  that  object. 

Your  memorialists  are  aware  that  such  papers  as  the  present  are  frequently  intruded  on  your  body. 
In  this  we  have  intended  to  say  that  which  was  relevant  to  the  subject  before  us,  and  have  spared  many 
details  which  might  have  been  introduced.  Our  principal  object  has  been  to  place  the  matters  before 
your  body  in  a  plain,  business  form,  that  it  might  be  clearly  seen  that  we  understood  the  grounds  of  our 
opinion,  by  exhibition  of  which  we  expect  to  make  an  impression  on  your  body,  and  wish  to  insist  on  our 
advantages,  not  merely  that  they  may  be  set  forth,  but  that  our  confidence  in  them  may  be  supposed  to 
proceed  from  the  conviction  of  our  minds,  founded  on  substantial  evidence. 

Your  memorialists  ask  your  candid  consideration  of  the  subject  of  their  application.     We  abjure  all 
ideas  of  favor  which  is  not  bottomed  on  the  apparent  expediency  of  complying  with  this  memorial.     And 
we  could  not  honestly  ask  the  government  to  establish  a  naval  station  or  depot  here,  unless  we  were 
decidedly  of  opinion  that,  besides  the  local  advantages  to  this  city,  it  was  for  the  public  good. 
Signed  by  order  of  the  meeting  of  citizens. 

GEO.  JONES,   Chairman. 
M.  II.  McAllister,  Secretary. 


20Tn  Congress.]  No.    366.  [1st  Session-. 

ON   CLAIM  OF  A  PILOT  TO   COMPENSATION  ON  ACCOUNT   OF  BEING  TAKEN   PRISONER 
WHILE  IN  A  PUBLIC  VESSEL  AND  DETAINED  BY  THE  ENEMY. 

COMMU.NICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    MAY    6,    1828. 

Mr.  Miller,  from  tlie  Committee  on  Naval  Afi'airs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Michael  Lewis, 

reported: 

That  the  petitioner  repres(Mits  liimscirto  be  a  pilot  of  the  bay  and  river  Delaware;  that  he  left  the 
port  of  Wilmington,  in  the  State  of  Noi  ih  ("aroliiia,  on  the  20th  of  December,  1813,  in  the  United  States 
schooner  Vixen,  then  under  coinniaiiil  ot  (,'aptain  Thomas  Hall,  bound  to  Philadelphia;  that,  while  doing 
duty  on  board  said  vessel  as  a  coasting  pilot,  on  the  25th  of  the  same  month  he  was  severely  wounded 
by  a  shot  from  the  British  frigate  Belvidere,  then  in  chase  of  the  said  schooner;  that  he  was  taken 
prisoner  and  sent  to  the  hospital  at  Hamilton,  in  the  Island  of  Bermuda,  where  he  remained  eighty-two 
days,  when,  his  wounds  being  healed,  he  was  transferred  to  Halifax,  and  thence  to  Salem,  Massachusetts. 
The  petition  is  accompanied  by  the  deposition  of  the  petitioner  and  sundry  other  documents,  by  which  it 
is  proven,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  committee,  that  the  petitioner  was,  at  the  time  of  his  capture,  in  the 
regular  discharge  of  his  duty  as  a  pilot,  and  tluit  he  has  at  no  time  received  any  compensation  for  his 
services  or  detention.  It  also  satislaetorily  appears  that  the  wounds  of  which  he  eoniiilaiiis  were  received 
at  the  time,  and  in  the  mannei-,  by  Imn  sialeil.  Uut,  by  the  rerlilirate  of  the  sinocon  l.y  whom  he  was 
recently  examined,  it  would  appear   that  the  ilisahility  tliereliy  produced  has  nuL  ineu  such  as  to  entitle 
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him  to  be  placed  on  the  list  of  invalid  pensioners.  The  committee  are,  however,  of  opinion  that  he  is 
justly  and  fairly  entitled  to  compensation  for  his  services,  and  for  the  time  he  was  detained  as  a  prisoner — 
the  severity  of  his  wounds  being  such  as,  in  all  probability,  would  have  prevented  him  from  engaging  in 
his  regular  pursuits,  even  if  he  had  been  released  at  an  earlier  date.  The  committee  propose  to  fix  the 
compensation  to  be  allowed  him  at  two  dollars  per  day,  amounting  to  three  hundred  and  ninety  dollars; 
and  therefore  report  a  bill  granting  that  sum  for  his  relief. 


20th  Congress.]  No.   367.  [Lst  Sessiox. 

ON  THE   EXPEDIENCY   OF  TESTING   URIAH   BROWN'S   SYSTEM   OF  COAST   AND   HARBOR 
DEFENCE,  BY  FIRE  SHIPS. 

COmirXICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF  REPRESENTATIVES    MAY    10,     1828. 

Mr.  Dorset,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afl'airs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  and  documents  of 
Uriah  Brown,  relative  to  a  system  of  harbor  and  coast  defence  of  the  United  States,  by  means  of 
"  impregnable  and  invincible  fire  ships,"  reported: 

That  they  have  examined,  with  much  interest,  the  subject  referred  to  them.  It  appears  that,  daring 
the  late  war,  the  inventor,  then  a  resident  of  Baltimore,  conceived  the  plan  of  a  ship  to  be  propi^'lled  by 
steam,  to  be  proof  against  cannon  shot,  and  to  throw  liquid  fire  upon  the  ships  of  the  enemy,  by  the  means 
of  an  ejecting  fire  apparatus  of  very  great  force,  placed  within  the  vessel. 

To  test  the  inflammable  properties  of  the  liquid  when  projected,  experiments  were  made,  and  proved 
highly  satisfactory.  A  committee  was  organized,  and  subscriptions  to  a  large  amount  made,  to  build  a 
vessel  upon  the  plan  proposed. 

The  termination  of  the  war  arrested  any  further  progress  in  the  building  of  the  vessel. 

It  appears  to  your  committee  that  ihe  invention  has  been  examined  by  scientific  men,  and  its  practi- 
cability and  utility  sustained  by  the  concurrent  testimony  of  enlightened  theorists  and  practical  engineers. 
They,  therefore,  deem  it  their  duty  to  submit  to  the  consideratit)n  of  Congress  the  expediency  of  autho- 
rizing the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  experiments  to  be  made,  under  the  direction  of  a  board 
of  engineers,  to  ascertain  if  the  interest  of  the  United  States  would  be  promoted  by  adopting  and  incorpo- 
rating this  invention  with  other  means  of  national  defence;  and  for  that  purpose  they  beg  leave  to  submit 
a  bill. 

DOCUMENTS  ACCOMPANYING  THE  REPORT. 

A  committee  having  been  requested  by  Mr.  Brown  to  examine  his  mode  of  harbor  defence,  met  at  the 
mayor's  office  on  Saturday,  the  1st  inst.,  and  made  the  following  report: 

Mr.  Uriah  Brown  having  made  several  experiments  in  the  presence  of  a  vast  concourse  of  the 
citizens  of  Baltimore,  showing  satisfacfoTily  the  practicability  of  communicating  fire  to  ships-of-war,  we, 
the  subscribers,  having  been  requested  by  Mr.  Brown  to  examine  the  model  of  a  boat  to  be  propelled  by 
steam,  and  to  resist  the  fire  of  an  enemy,  have  accordingly  examined  the  same,  and  respectfully  offer  an 
opinion  to  the  public  on  the  subject. 

It  is  impossible,  perhaps,  to  decide,  with  absolute  certainty,  upon  the  success  of  any  such  project 
before  the  trial  has  been  made;  but  it  appears  to  us  that  both  the  boat  and  the  mode  of  ajiplying  the  fire 
afford  the  strongest  grounds  for  believing  that  it  will  effectually  answer  the  purpMsc:  .md  we  recommend 
the  project  to  the  patronage  of  the  citizens  of  Baltimore,  as  presenting,  in  all  ])r"l'aliility.  the  means  of 
insuring  the  waters  of  our  vicinity  an  absolute  exemption  from  the  hostile  vis  ts  of  ilif  cii  iny's  ships. 

El>\V.\i;i>  .JOHNSON,  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Baltimore. 

A\-\l.   II.   W  IXDER,  Brigadier  'General  United  States  Army. 

C.   DHSHON,  Jferchant. 

R.  T.   Si'KNCH,  Post  Captain  United  States  Navy. 

JAMHS  MOSIIEK,  Prr^iilmt  (,f  the  Mechanics'  Bank. 

JOHN   DAVIS,  Cinl  Un</nvvr. 

\\'M.   STEWART,  Colmirl  United  States  Army. 

JOHN  S.WKKi;,  .Vrrrhant. 

J.  H.  NK'lloi.soN.  Judge  United  States  District  Court. 

TIMOTHY   (;A1;I»M:K,  Sea  Captain 

TIIOKNDIK  K  CHASE,  Brest  of  the  Market  Bank,  Baltimore. 

WM.   PEL'lUX,  E'litnr  of  the  American  Daily  Advertiser. 

T.  SHEPHARD,  Jlm-hant. 

WILLIAM  FLANIGAN,  Naval  Architect,  &c. 

JAMES  CORDERY,  Naval  Architect,  &c. 

WM.  PARSONS,  Naval  Architect,  &c. 
B.iLTiMORE,  July  3,  1814. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  H.  W.  Bool,  jr.,  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  who  deposes  that  the  above 
is  a  true  copy  from  the  files  of  the  American  Daily  Advertiser,  published  in  this  city  now,  and  was  at  the 
above  date.  This  copy  was  read  by  William  Bose,  one  of  the  editors,  the  whole  of  which  was  copied  by 
this  deponent. 

H.  W.  BOOL,  Jr. 

Baltimore,  January  11,  1827. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  11th  January,  1827. 

W\M.  A.  SHAEFFER,  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  the  City  aforesaul. 
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Navy  Department,  December  23,  1814. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  an  order  of  tlie  honorable  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  6th  instant, 
referring-  the  memorial  of  Uriah  Brown,  "  and  such  part  thereof  as  relates  to  operations  on  the  water,"  to 

the  Scnvtary  of  tlio  Navy,  I  have  the  honor  to  report: 

Tlial  lli('  svslcni  nf  aiiiii'vaiicc  ]ircs(  iilcd  ).v  Uriah  Brown  appears  to  combine  principles  of  science 
difstiiirt  in  llHii-  iiatnic,  and  which  may  lie  classcl  under  the  following  heads: 

1st.  Tlie  constructii)n,  capacity,  and  stability  of  the  vessel  for  the  purposes  proposed. 

2d.  The  power  of  the  machinery  for  propelling,  and  the  security  of  the  enginery  for  ejecting  the 
inflammable  fluid  successfully  to  its  object. 

3d.  The  efficacy  of  the  whole  system,  and  its  probable  effects  on  the  enemj^'s  vessels  in  our  waters. 

Fii-'^l  Tlic  (•(.iisli-iR-ti(in  (if  the  vessel  of  a  snfliciont  thickness  to  render  it  impervious  U\  the  shot  of 
anencinv,  ..I  a  caiia.itv  1..  contain  tlic  whole  machin.Tv,  witJi  men,  fuel,  &c.,  and  covered  with  sheet 
iron  to  I'nvveiit  .■onilais'tion,  appears  well  calculated,  upon  the  principles  of  an  inclined  plan,',  to  reflect 
shot  at  any  possiMe  an-le  at  which  thi'v  can  lie  tired  from  a  ship  to  be  assailed;  and,  upon  tlie  well-known 
principles  of  Iticlinrhii  lirin^',  if  a  hall  he  tired  and  impinge  on  a  plane  of  oak  timber,  at  an  angle  of  about 
forty-tive  degrcis.  it  w  ill  he  rellected  at  nearly  the  same  angle  as  t'.ie  angle  of  incidence,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  rebounil  until  iis  I'oii-e  is  oveii-onie  by  its  gravity  and  the  resistance  of  the  atmosphere. 

The  guns  of  a  ship-ol-war  cannot  be  depressed  more  than  ten,  or,  at  most,  twelve  degrees,  which 
angle,  meeting  the  ajiproachini;-  \-essel  at  any  point,  cannot  penetrali'  tli  ■  mass  of  wood  and  iron  so  as  to 
endanger  her  safetv  or  impede  her  pi-ouress;  ami  the  means  ol  (lelence  are  am[)le  to  defeat  an  attempt 
at  boarding  with  imurd  boats,  and  to  .Icstroy  tliose  who  may  be  in  liiei,,. 

Srroiiil.  The  powi'i-  ol'  the  machinery  loi-  pidpel linu',  and  secniily  ol'  (he  engine  works  within  the 
vessel  lor  ejecting  thi"  inllammable  thiid.  The  propelliii-'  powei'  by  steam  is  practically  known.  The 
security  I'lom  injurs-  \<y  the  shot  of  an  enemy's  ship  is  clearly  ih'inousl  rateil  in  the  plan  and  drawings; 
while  t'he  rapidity  i'f  api"-'"'"'l'  ''V  ><\<-nuK  at  the  rate  of  l\vr  ilnles  an  hour,  and  the  low  surface  presented 
to  tli<'  enemy's  fnv,  l.'sscn  th.'  .■hances  ol'  any  one  shot  takin-  <-rrc,'l  injuriously:  whih>  this  vessel,  pursu- 
ing her  course  in  the  ni-iit,  or  apinoaching  an  enemy  in  a  calm,  an.l  choosing  the  i-oint  of  attack,  com- 
bines more  advanlages  than  any  other  plan,  in  proportion  to  the  expense,  tluit  has  been  ofl'ered  to  the 
Navy  Department.  '" 

Third.  The  eflicacy  of  the  whole  system,  and  probability  of  success  in  operating  against  the  enemy's 
vessels.  As  respects  the  security  of  the  machinery,  in  connection  with  the  power  necessary  to  effectual 
operation,  the  care  of  the  artist,  the  solidity  of  the  workmanship,  and  a  thorough  knowledge  of  its  prin- 
ciples, are  all  so  essential,  that  the  operator  must  combine  the  talents  and  mechanical  knowledge  to  direct 
and  decide  these  important  points  for  self-preservation. 

The  experiment  having  recently  been  made,  in  the  piresence  of  thousands,  of  the  irresistible  power 
of  Mr.  Brown's  liquid  fire,  to  envelope  in  flames  any  combustible  object  at  which  it  is  directed,  appears 
to  have  produced  conviction  of  its  efficacy. 

I  humbly  conceive  that  it  may  be  successfully  applied  to  drive  the  enemy  from  our  bays  and  harbors; 
and  more  particularly  on  the  lakes,  it  may  be  the  means  of  obtaining  our  absolute  ascendancy. 

Should  Congress,  in  their  wisdom,  patronize  the  attempt,  the  resulfwould  probably  justify  the 
means  and  the  expense. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJAMIN  HOMANS,  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaker  cf  the  Hcmxe  of  Rej^resentatives. 


Washington  City,  December  25,  1826. 
I  have  examined  the  plan  of  Mr.  Uriah  Brown,  having  for  its  object  to  communicate  fire  to  ships-of- 
war. 

It  seems  to  me  that  this  plan  combines  strength  of  construction  against  an  enemy's  shot,  with  secu- 
rity to  the  propelling  engine  destined  to  reach  within  the  proper  range  of  the  incendiary  liquid. 

I  deem  that  Mr.  Brown's  plan  offers  fair  chances  of  success;  and,  should  experiments  prove  its 
efficiency,  I  believe  that  it  might  become  a  very  valuable  auxiliary  in  tlie  defence  of  our  harbors  and 
open  bays. 

BERNARD,  Brigadier  General. 

I  fully  concur  in  the  foregoing  opinion  of  General  Bernard. 

A.  PARTRIDGE. 

On  the  29th  of  December,  1826,  Captain  Partridge,  principal  of  the  American  Literary,  Scientific, 
and  Military  Academy,  at  Middletown,  Connecticut, "who  was  on  a  visit  to  this  city  with  his  pupils, 
delivered  a  lecture  on  Naiional  Defence,  in  the  hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  a  numerous  and 
highly  repectable  audience.  The  following  is  an  extract  from  his  lecture,  as  published  in  the  National 
Intelligencer: 

"In  addition,  and  in  connection  with  land  batteries,  he  recommended  floating  batteries  and  fire  ships 
as  preferable,  in  point  of  utility  and  economy,  for  the  defence  of  our  bays,  rivers  and  harbors.  He  said 
it  was  impossible  to  dill  nd  e\  cry  assailable  point  that  an  enemy  might  attack  with  a  movable  force; 
and,  therefore,  recommendeil  a  similar  force,  calculated  to  arrest'his  progress.  He  remarked  that  the 
powerful  effects  ]iroduced  b\-  the  (ireek  fire  ship  upon  the  Turldsh  navy  had  been  made  apparent  by 
repeabMl  trials:   that  they  ai'e  cahadateil  to  strike  terror  into  an  enemy. 

"Connected  with  fort  ilii  atiens,  he  said,  steam  frigates,  Healing  batteries,  and  fire  ships,  the  latter  as 
lately  improved  by  Mr.  Uriah  Brown,  of  Baltimoi'e,  constituted  a  systein  of  defence  to  be  relied  on  for 
defensive  and  oflensive  operations  within  our  own  waters.  He  had  exanuned  Mr.  Brown's  plan,  and  had 
no  hesitation  in  joining  his  opinion-  to  that  of  others— men  every  way  qualified  to  decide  on  a  subject  of 


COAST   AND    HARBOR    DEFENCE.  203 


so  much  importance  to  the  nation.  Tliis  gentlcnian  had  subniited  a  memorial  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, requesting  that  tiie  subject  might  !>(_■  taken  iii(.i  C'.nsi.lciatidii. 

"Experiment,  the  great  test  of  all  iuvrmi,,„s,  IkhI  |.rov,-.l  that  this  plan  was  susceptible  of  the  utmost 
utility  as  a  means  ot  coast  and  harbor  dernur.  It  had  Imth  sni.miited  to  the  examination  and  inve.^^ti- 
gation  of  many  scientific  men  of  great  repute,  wlio  had  pruuuuuced  an  unequivocal  opinion  in  favor  of 
its  utility. 

"  The  plan  of  this  vessel  was  predicated  on  the  principle  of  inclined  planes,  and  calculated  to  resist 
the  shot  of  an  enemy  by  reflecting  them  at  any  and  every  angle  at  which  they  might  be  directed  by  the 
ship  to  be  assailed.  The  size  of  the  vessel  was  calculated  to  be  125  feet  in  length,  and  50  in  breadth-  to 
be  propelled  by  steam  power.  ' 

"The  inflammable  liquid  matter,  ejected  from  this  machine  by  means  of  steam  or  any  other  adequate 
power,  was  calculated  to  operate  with  complete  eftVrt  npnn  any  cnmbnstiMe  niriti-i'ial' at  a  distaiirc' df 
200  3'ards,  and  instantly  to  envelope  in  incxtiiiunislialjlc  llamcs  anv  vrs,-,(l  suliji  i-ti  il  \u  i'ls  mih  laiiai       \ 

shot  striking  this  body  would  ?-iWioc/irf  (Ji- 1(1  H  aim  1  ,^,,  as   t-i  il<i   ih'i    injmv  i..  tlii>  marliin \(--.|-   and 

the  probability  was  that,  from  the  low  smface  prcscimMJ  tu  the  eiieiny'.s  liii.^  unt  ,,!ir  ,-,|i,,i  in  ^imj  uajuld 
take  effect. 

"Captain  Partridge  said  he  felt  fully  satisfied  in  his  own  mind  that  this  system  of  auxiliary  defence 
was  capable  of  great  utility,  perhaps  of  some  improvement,  and  certainly  worthy  of  the  notice  and 
attention  of  those  to  whom  the  defence  and  protection  of  this  nation  were  entrusted." 


ExGiXEER  Departmext,  Washington,  Fehnianj  3,  1827. 

Sir:  In  compliance  witli  Vdur  instnictidiis  tn  me,  o-ivi.'ii  under  the  order  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, of  the  29th  of  D.TLMnl.er  last,  ilirectiii-  --that  s,,  murli  of  the  petition  of  Uriah  Brown,  this  day 
presented,  as  relates  to  his  system  of  amiuyaiiee  ami  ilestmction  of  an  enemy  on  land  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  rep.. it  his  upiiMn,,  tlieivniinn  tu  the  llmise,"  I  have  examined  Mr.  Brown's  project 
of  a  fire  ship,  calle.l  the  ■•\avis  ('Miilla-ratnr,-'  .a  d-'seripiiMii  ef  whi<-h  will  l,e  fn,md  in  the  enclosed 
paper,  marked  A,  and  am  ef  oiiiuiMn  thai  ilie  priuei|,h.s  upni,  whieh  it  is  feiinded  are  ,-urrect:  but  how  far 
it  may  be  practicable  tn  luu  into  (.|ieratinii  such  a  maehine,  eaii  ..nly  he  determin.'d  by  experiment. 

Should  experiment  result  in  a  favorable  exhibition  of  the  practical  powers  of  the' machine,  I  have  no 
doubt  it  would,  in  the  hands  of  skillful  and  brave  men,  prove  a  very  valuable  auxiliary  in  the  defence  of 
ports,  harbors,  anchorages. 

As  far  as  I  am  informed,  the  invention  of  Mr.  Brown  is  new;  and  if  an  experiment  could  be  made 
without  involving  too  great  expense,  of  which  I  have  no  means  of  forming  an  estimate,  I  would  recom- 
mend that  it  should  be  made. 

I  return  Mr.  Brown's  petition  to  Congress,  with  the  drawings  and  other  papers  relating  to  the  subject 
of  it,  which  were  referred  to  me. 

And  am,  with  great  respect,  jonv  ol^edient  servant, 

ALEXANDER  MACOMB,  3Iaj.  Gen.,  Chief  Engineer. 

Hon.  James  Barbour,  Secretary  of  War. 


War  Departmext,  Fehruanj  3,  1827. 
Sir:  In  relation  to  the  subject  of  the  order  passed  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  29th  of 
Deceml;)er  last,  directiii,^'  "  that  so  much  of  the  petition  of  Uriah  Brown,  this  day  presented,  as  relates  to 
his  system  of  the  annnyauce  and  destruction  of  an  enemy  on  the  land,  be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  to  report  his  opiniem  tliereupon  to  the  House,"  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  report  of 
this  date  from  the  chief  engineer,  and  another  from  Brigadier  General  Bernard,  dated  the  25th  December 
last, 

And  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  JAMES  BARBOUR. 

Hon.  JoHx  W.  Taylor,  Speaker  of  the  Hou.ie  of  Representatives,  Washington. 


Estimate  of  expenses  to  be  incurred  in  making  experiments  fur  the  purpose  of  testing  the  coi-recfness  of  the 
principles  involved  in  the  plan  invented  by  Uriah  Brown  for  the  structure  of  an  engine  of  icar,  adapted 
to  the  defence  of  the  coasts  and  harbor  is  of  the  United  States. 

1,200  cubic  feet  of  white  oak  timber,  to  construct  a  plane  for  a  course  of  experiments  in  firing, 

at  25  cents  per  foot $300  00 

2,800  pounds  iron  bolt,  for  the  above  plane,  at  5  cents  per  pound 140  00 

4,000  pounds  quarter-inch  rolled  iron,  for  the  above  plane,  at  12i  cents  per  pound 500  00 

200  pound  spikes,  for  the  above  plane 20  00 

1  cross-barred  grating,  for  the  above  plane,  weight  3,545  pounds,  at  12^  cents  per  pound 443  12 

1,650  pounds  powder,  (150  rounds  of  cartridges)  at  25  cents  per  pound 412  50 

4,800  pounds  of  thirty-two-pounder  balls,  at  5  cents  per  pound 240  00 

2  hollow  spheres,   (for  testing  the  effect  of  the  inflammable  liquid)  constructed  of  the  best 

half-inch  rolled  iron,  contents  1,100  gallons,  weight  6,690  pounds,  at  25  cents  per  pound.  1,672  50 

4  cast  iron  flanges,  for  the  above  spheres,  weight  7,500  pounds,  at  6  cents  per  pound 450  00 

5,000  pounds  of  cast  iron  pipe,  at  6  cents  per  pound 300  00 

1  adjutage  pipe,  with  ball  and  socket  joint. 40  00 

3  large  stop-cocks,  at  $20  a  piece ^^  ^^ 
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1  000  ffallona  inflammable  liquid,  at  75  cents  per  gallon ■        $750  00 

Expenses  of  making  the  necessary  experiments  for  testing  the  prmciple  of  propeling  vjssels 
upon  the  plan  proposed,  including  the  cost  or  charter  of  a  vessel  suitable  for  the  pu  pose, 
condensing  pump,  propelling  wheel,  air  chamber,  packing  boxes,  fuel,  labor,  &c 2, 611  88 

Total  amount $8,000  «» 

URIAH  BROWN. 

Washingtox,  llaij  6,  1828. 


20th  Congress.] 


[1st  Session. 


STATEMENT  OF  THE  NUMBER  OF  MIDSHIPMEN  APPOINTED  DURING  THE  FIRST  SESSION 
OF  THE  TWENTIETH  CONGRESS. 


NICATED  TO  THE  SENA 


Z  MAY  23,  1828. 


Navy  Department,  3Iay  22,  1828. 
Sir:  In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  this  date,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  the  honor 
"to  lay  before  the  Senate"  the  enclosed  paper,  A,  which  contains  "  a  statement  of  the  number  and  names 
of  the  midshipmen  appointed  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  together  with 
a  statement  showing  the  particular  State  to  which  each  appointment  has  been  charged."  The  number 
appointed  is  ninety-four. 

I  am,  very  repectfuUy,  &c.,  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Hon.  Samuel  Smith,  President  of  the  Senate,  pro  tern. 


Lid  of  midshipmen  apjjointed  dnring  the  present  session  of  Congress,  in  the  several  States. 


James  Alden,  jr. 
Daniel  F.  Dulany. 
Lorenzo  Redman. 
John  Wyinan. 


NEW     HAMPSHIRl 


Samuel  Larkin,  jr. 
John  P.  Parker. 
J.  J.  B.  Walbach. 


Charles  H.  Cotton. 
George  Emmons. 
George  P.  Ricker. 
Charles  Sperry. 

MASSACHUSETTS 6. 

Henry  French. 
George  W.  Gay. 
Samuel  N.  Greene. 
Samuel  R.  Knox. 
Thomas  Russell. 
William  Stearns,  jr. 

RHODE    ISLAND 1. 

William  Taylor. 

CONNECTICUT — None. 


NEW     YORK 6. 


Franklin  Clinton. 
Augustus  L.  Case. 
Edward  H.  Perkins. 
Joseph  W.  Revere. 
Charles  Root. 
Milo  H.  Smith. 


NEW     JERSEY' 1. 


Robert  Deacon. 


PENNSYLVANIA 7. 

B.  S.  B.  Darlington. 
Charles  Henderson. 
Edward  Hopkinson. 
Charles  Heller. 
H.  B.  Robinson. 
H.  S.  Stellwagen. 
William  C.  Spencer. 

DELAWARE — None. 

MARYLAND 4. 

William  H.  Brown. 
James  M.  Frailey, 
Robert  F.  Pinkney. 
H.  C.  Tilghman. 

DISTRICT    OF    COLUMBIA — None. 


Lloyd  J.  Bryan. 
W.  C.  Banister. 
James  E.  Brown. 
Octavius  T.  Fairfax. 
Cincinnatus  Pryor. 


William  H.  Burges. 
James  W.  Cooke. 
Samuel  W.  Ellis. 
John  B.  Muse. 
H.  J.  Paul. 
J.  T.  Williams. 
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SOUTH    CAROLIN. 

Percival  Drayton. 
Henry  C.  Flagg. 
James  Heriot. 
Francis  E.  Joyner. 
R.  P.  Mayrant. 
John  L.  Ring-. 
Charles  Stecdman. 

GEORGIA 5 

F.  V.  Delbero-li(>. 
H.  J.  Harlstcnc. 
Horace  A.  Kanismi. 
George  Macun.l.cr. 
John  W.  Taylor. 


Allen  Asher. 
T.  M.  Crenshaw. 
J.  T.  McLaughlin. 


MISSISSIPPI — None. 


TENXESSEE- 

Lawson  C.  Love. 
James  M.  Lockert. 
Hendrick  Norvell. 
T.  H.  Perkins. 
Thomas  Petway. 
A.  M.  Pennock. 
S.  W.  Wilkinson. 

KENTUCKY— 

George  Barbour. 
John  A.  Coyle. 
John  C.  Graham. 
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ILLINOIS— 2. 

N. 

E 

L 

nie 

A^' 

lUi 

0 

Slade. 

MISSOURI- 
ARKANS. 
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FLORIDA— 

-None. 

20th  Congress.]  No.  369.  [1st  Session. 

DIFFICULTIES  IN  OBTAINING  SEAMEN  FOR  THE  N.VVY— THEIR    CAUSE,    AND  MEASURES 
FOR  THEIR  REMOVAL. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    SENATE    M.\Y    26,    1828. 

Navy  Department,  ifatj  23,  1828. 

Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  directing  him  to  report 
"  whether  any,  and  what  difficulties  have  occurred  in  obtaining  seamen  for  the  navy,  the  cause  of  such 
difficulties,  and  what  measures  may  be  necessary  to  remove  them,"  has  the  honor  respectfully  to  present 
the  following  report  : 

Previous  to  the  time  when  (lie  nsulutiiui  passed,  great  delay  had  occurred  in  enlisting  seamen  for 
our  public  vessels.  Some  of  tluni  had  lucii  detained  in  port  several  months  by  this  cause,  and  others 
were  permitted  to  go  to  sea,  with  ;i  smalli  r  number  of  men  than  was  desirable,  or  than  would,  perhaps, 
have  been  entirely  safe  in  a  state  of  war.  \u  allusion  to  this  inconvenience,  in  a  report  from  the  Depart- 
ment, probably  induced  the  inquiries  made  by  the  Senate. 

When  the'resolution  was  received,  some  changes  had  already  taken  place,  and  at  the  time  mentioned 
for  making  the  report,  it  was  not  possible  to  designate  with  accuracy,  or  in  such  way  as  would  commu- 
nicate useful  information,  the  difficulties  to  which  it  referred.  Since  that  time,  changes,  both  favorable 
and  adverse,  have  been  constantly  occurring;  and  even  at  this  moment  it  is  not  practicable  to  do  moi-e 
than  to  notice  the  circumstances  which,  at  different  periods,  have  created  greater  or  less  delay  and 
trouble  in  manning  our  vessels,  and  to  suggest  the  remedies  which  seem  best  fitted  to  relieve  from  future 
embarrassment  These  circumstances  will  be  found  to  differ  materially,  both  as  to  permanence  and  in- 
fluence; but  the  remedies  which  will  be  suggested  are  believed  to  be  such  as  will  grow  in  importance 
as  the  navy  advances  in  strength. 

First  inquiry. — "  What  difficulties  have  occurred  in  obtaining  seamen  for  the  navy?" 

Regular  recruiting  rendezvous  are  established  at  five  naval  stations:  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
Baltimore,  and  Norfolk.  These  are  opened  by  officers  assigned  by  the  Department  to  that  duty,  whenever 
seamen  are  wanted,  and  closed  as  soon  as  a  supply  for  the  immediate  calls  of  the  service  is  obtained.  In 
a  state  of  war,  it  has  been  found  expedient,  and  necessary  sometimes,  to  open  them  at  other  places.  In 
peace,  none  but  these  are  used. 

The  officers  who  superintend  the  rendezvous,  are  provided  with  appropriate  instructions,  and  also  with 
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forms  for  the  contract  which  the  seamen  are  to  sign,  and  for  the  returns  which  they  have  to  make  each 
week  and  sometimes  each  day,  to  the  Department.  The  periods  for  which  enlistments  are  made  cannot 
exceed  three  years  (law  of  15th  May,  1820,  vol.  6,  page  540):  and  very  few  are  now  made  for  a  shorter 

'"^  The  pay  was  fixed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  authority  of  the  law  of  18th  April,  1814, 
(vol  4  page  704)  and  since  its  passage  has  been  invariably  at  $12  per  month  for  able  seamen,  and  less 
in  proportion  for  ordinary  seamen,  landsmen  and  boys.  It  has  not  been  raised  even  when  they  were 
scarce  and  difficult  to  be  procured,  because  it  would  not  be  easy  to  reduce  it  when  the  necessity  had 
passed  by,  without  creating  dissatislactii>n. 

The  President  is  also  authorized  to  order  a  bounty  to  be  given  on  enlistment,  and  it  has  sometimes 
been  proposed  to  give  it,  in  order  to  iill  the  vessels  more  rapidly;  but  was  declined,  from  a  reluctance  to 
commence  a  system  of  the  kind  in  time  of  peace,  which  could  not  well  be  discontinued,  and  which  ought 
to  be  reserved  for  the  pressure  of  war.  _  .  ,  .  , 

The  pay,  before  mentioned,  has  generally  been  inferior  to  that  given  in  the  merchants'  service,  which 
has  varied  from  twelve  to  (^igliteen  dollars  per  month,  within  the  last  three  or  four  years. 

There  are  no  materials  in  the  Department  from  which  an  accurate  estimate  can  be  formed  of  the 
average  numbers  enlisted  in  each  meiith,  previous  to  the  year  1824.  Since  that  time,  returns  and  records 
have  been  made,  which  tinuish  this  information.  In  1824,  the  average  per  month  was  about  200 — in  the 
following  years,' about  100.  In  these  latter  years,  it  required  six  months  to  obtain  a  crew  for  a  ship  of 
the  line,  four  months  for  a  frigate,  and  one  and  a  half  for  a  sloop-of-war.  The  difSculty  related  princi- 
pally to  good  seamen.  Ordinary  seamen  and  boys  are  almost  always  abundant.  It  became  necessary, 
therefore,  when  vessels  were  to  be  put  in  commission,  that  the  rendezvous  should  be  open  long  before 
they  were  to  sail;  and  a  considerable  portion  of  the  term  of  enlistment  had  passed,  with  many  of  the  men, 
before  the  cruise  commenced.  Thence  it  was  impracticable  to  keep  our  vessels  out  for  three  years,  with- 
out creating  the  necessity  of  re-entering  the  men,  or  discharging  them  in  foreign  countries,  which  has 
sometimes  been  done.  -..^     ,  .  ,■  ,    ,  j   ■ 

These  facts  will  explain  the  extent  and  operation  of  "  the  difficulties  which  have  occurred  in  pro- 
curing seamen  for  the  navy;"  and  which  will  probably  augment,  if  some  provision  be  not  made,  and 
some  system  adopted  which  will  secure  to  the  nation  a  full  and  constant  supply  'of  native  American  sea- 
men, sufficient  both  for  the  mercantile  and  military  marine. 

The  following  may  be  enumerated  apiong  the  causes  from  which  the  difficulties  have  arisen: 

1.  The  higher  wages  in  the  merchant  service,  with  the  allowance  of  small  stores,  have  created  a 
temptation  not  easily  to  be  resisted  by  sailors,  nor  overcome  by  the  recruiting  officers.  The  average 
difference  in  the  wages  is  believed  to  have  been  about  one-fourth.  The  allowance  referred  to  relieves 
them  from  some  of  the  inconveniences  to  which  their  situation  and  labors  expose  them,  especially  for  a 
short  period  after  their  enlistment  and  entrance  on  board  the  vessels. 

2.  The  failure  to  recall  the  vessels,  so  as  to  effect  their  discharge  in  our  own  ports  at  the  expiration 
of  their  enlistment.  It  is  exceedingly  unpleasant  for  them  to  be  detained  longer  than  their  contract 
stipulates;  and  their  discharge  in  foreign  countries  exposes  them  to  hardships  and  losses,  which  some- 
times render  them  unwilling  aagain  to  enter  into  a  service  which  they  would  otherwise  prefer. 

3.  It  is  the  practice  to  enlist,  not  for  particular  ships,  but  for  the  general  service — and  it  is  not  to 
be  doubted  that  this  has  caused  delay,  at  times  when  sickness  or  other  evils  existed,  or  were  supposed 
to  exist,  upon  some  of  the  stations,  and  the  sailors  were  unwilling  to  go  to  them.  They  always  prefer 
to  enter  for  particular  ships,  whose  destinations  they  know;  and  especially  for  such  ships  as  are  esteemed 
fortunate.  Their  partialities  and  superstitious  feelings  are  very  strong.  But  this  objection  could  not 
well  be  obviated  by  the  Department.  The  number  of  our  vessels  in  commission  is  small;  it  is  necessary 
often  to  change  them  from  one  station  or  cruising  ground  to  another.  Our  period  of  enlistment  is  defi- 
nite, and  often  terminates  before  the  vessel  can  be  brought  home.  These,  and  other  causes,  sometimes 
occasion  a  transfer  of  the  crew  from  one  vessel  to  another.  If  they  were  enlisted  for  particular  vessels, 
we  should  be  compelled  to  sustain  serious  inconvenience,  or  create  dissatislaetion,  by  not  adhering  rigidly 
to  the  terms  of  the  ccmtract.  It  is  believed  to  be  much  better  to  enlist  in.iiv  slowly,  and  to  have  entire 
control  as  to  the  place  and  time  of  service,  and  not  hazard  a  violation  of  llie  laiili  df  the  government. 

4.  The  want  of  proper  hospital  estaMishments,  for  their  comfort  and  aeroiiiinodiition  in  sickness  and 

old  age.     This  is  almost  tl nly  suliji'et,  on  which  the  forecast  of  the  seaiiu'ii  is  exercised.      He  will  trifle 

with  property,  disie,L;-aid  healtli,'  and  leave  to-inoiTOW  to  provide  for  all  tlie  n.'cessities  which  it  may  bring 
upon  him— vet  lie  anxiously  elesires  to  look  forward  to  a  comfortable  asylum,  when  disease  and  age  over- 
take him;  and  il  there  be  better  hospitals  and  asylums  for  him  in  the  merchant  service,  he  will  make 
that  a  -KMind  of  preference.  The  hospitals  connected  with  the  navy  establishments  have  heretofore 
been  unworthy  of  the  naval  service  and  of  the  country — temporary  in  their  nature,  confined  in  their 
accommodations,  and  offering  no  anticipations  of  comfort  to  tlie  sailor,  when  misfortune'  shall  compel  him 
to  resort  to  them.  And  he  feels  the  more  keenly  on  the  suliject,  hecause  he  is  oldi,i;-ed  every  month  to 
pay  his  twenty  cents  for  this  object,  and  he  knows  that  the  nation  has  never  viehh'd  a  dollar  of  its  trea- 
sure to  furnish  him  with  these  necessary  means  of  security  and  relief,  after  he  bliall  have  faithfully 
served  it,  and  fought  its  battles. 

5.  A  slight  diminution  has  been  produced  by  steam  navigation  in  the  number  of  those  who  are 
employed  in  our  rivers  and  bays,  and  on  the  coast,  and  who,  afcer  a  little  experience  there,  usually  find 
their  way  to  the  ocean,  to  vessels  engaged  in  foreign  commerce,  and  to  our  public  ships  This  cause  has 
not  yet  effected  serious  results,  but  will  probably  augment  in  importance.  The  coasting  tonnage  of  the 
United  States,  exclusive  of  steamboats,  rcjse,  in  the  year  1826,  from  587,273  to  666,420  tons,  and  causes 
are  in  operation  to  create  a  further  increase;  still  its  growth  will  probably  be  less  rapid  than  if  steam 
were  not  used  at  all  in  our  navi-aiion.  The  employment  which  it  will  afford,  and  the  number  which  it 
will  attract  to  the  ocean,  will  l>e  pidiiortionafily  less. 

6.  A  species  of  commerce  has  heen  carried  on  for  some  years  past,  which  has  drawn  away  some  of 
our  seafaring  people,  and  occasionally  produced  delay  in  manning  our  ships.  Not  less  than  two  thousand 
seamen  have  gone  out  in  vessels  which  have  been  built  here  to  be  sold  in  the  countries  to  the  south  of 
lis.  Most  of  these  were  men  who  usually  found  employment  in  our  public  vessels,  and  the  larg'er  part 
of  them  have  not  returned  to  the  country.  Some  have  entered  another  service — some  have  perished — 
others  have  been  restored,  through  the  agency  of  our  consuls  and  the  commanders  of  our  ships-of-war. 

7.  A  number  of  our  seamen,  principally  those  of  foreign  birth,  have  entered  into  privateerss  and  into 
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the  service  of  Mexico  and  the  South  American  go\-ornmcnts,  being  tempted  by  bounties,  the  promise  of 
higher  pay,  and  the  hope  of  ].rize  mdiicy.  This  evil  is  iiiis^ing  l>y.  Experience  has  not,  in  its  full  force, 
continued  the  temptation  nmhr  which  liiry  iicicd.  'Ih.  y  ;iic  iM-iiming  to  return,  and  will  not  probably 
again  leave  our  service  for  the  sumc  ulijccis  ami  in  liir  same  (|nartci-. 

8.  The  increase  of  our  shipping  has  rcmlcrcd  it  liillicnlt  Inr  the  supply  to  keep  pace  with  the  demand. 
In  1822,  our  tonnage  amounted  to  1,324,099;  in  1823,  to  1,336,565;  in  1824,  to  1,389,163;  in  1825,  to 
1,425,111;  in  1826,  to  1,534,191;  being  an  average  increase,  per  year,  for  four  years,  of  about  52,313 
tons,  requiring  an  average  annual  increase  of  about  2,700  sailors.  If  the  future  augmentation  of  our 
tonnage  should  be  proportioned  to  that  which  occurred  in  \s-2',  and  1S2C),  as  it  probably  will  be,  the 
annnal  increase  of  seamen  to  meet  its  demands  must  lie  m.ir,'  ihan  .'),(Hi(i.  The  upcration  of  this  cause 
is  not  diminished,  in  its  effects,  by  the  practice  of  our  innclianls.  Kcundiny  in  navigation  induces  them 
to  take,  as  far  as  practicable,  able  seamen  only,  and  to  cxrlndo  buys  and  inexperienced  men:  hence,  while 
in  other  countries  the  average  imniber  nf  hands    is  abeni  iu;e    i'nv   hiieen  bins,  in  <ans  it   is  alxmt  one  for 

nineteen.     Our  vessels   are,    therelure,    na\igate<l   re   eheajdy.      I'.nt  we  du    n^i  allbid    a  |u-n])orlioiiate 

opportunity  and  sufficient  nursery  I'nv  training  and  eilneating  the  yimng  to  meet  nur  future  wants. 

9.  The  number  ol  loivign  sJamen  in  ,,nr  einphiy:  There  have,  at  all  times,  been  some  of  these,  but 
they  increased  with  gre.ii  rapidily  <bning  the  ci.ntinnunce  of  those  struggles  which  succeeded  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Freneh  re\'nbili(iM.  Thev  s.in-ht  here  the  greater  securitv  and  comfort,  and  the  higher 
wages  whi.-h  unr  pn.sp.auns  ,'emmeiee  allnrded.  Tpon  a  chan-e  of  eirainistances,  many  relurne.l  to 
their  respeetive  eountnes,  and  their  pbie.'s  wer.'  m.t  pn.mpllv  supplied.  It  has  be.m  ,-aleiil,,ied  thai  in 
the  years  istn;,,  '7,  and.  ',s,  at  least  une^sixlh  ..f  all  tli<'  seamen  nava-atinu-  .Vmeriean  vessels  weiv  bnvi-n- 
ers  by  birth.  This  ealculatini,  was,  probably,  then,  and  would  be  even  yet,  tu,,  luw.  In  mir  coasting 
trade  and  lisheries,  very  few  but  native  seamen  are  employed;  but  in  the  dillei-ent  bi-anches  of  cnir  foreign 
trade,  not  less  than  one-fourth  are  foreigners.  In  the  navy  there  are  nmre  than  that  proportion.  Tlie 
effect  of  tliis  circumstance  it  is  not  difiicult  to  estimate.  Delays  and  embarrassments  will  often  be  pro- 
duced in  making  enlistments,  whii-h  wimld  net  exist  if  all  er  nearly  all  were  native  American:  and  it 
maybe  added,  tlia.t,  li>'m  the  same  suniee  liave  arisen  mui-ii  the  laigiT  portion  of  our  inconveniences  as  to 
discipline,  crimes  and  pnnishmeiits.  li  wamld  be  Jui  t  uii.ite,  in  every  respect,  if  not  one  man  floated  upon  an 
American  bottom,  eitiier  mercantile  ni-  niilifai\-,  avIki  diil  iml  claim  American  soil  ns  his  birth-|ilace. 

The  joint  operatum  ef  these  eaus.s,  witli  sen;.'  ..thers  nf  less  influence,  will  acc.nnt  Inr  (he  " diffi- 
culties which  have  ecinrred  in  enlisting  seamen  fer  the  navy."  "The  measures  wbiih  may  be  neces- 
sary to  remove  them,"  slinuhl  be  applied  in  the  nature  of  these  causes,  and  comjiert  with  the  character  of 
our  institutions.  Thej-  should  be  addressed  to  the  interests,  and  to  the  freedom  of  action  and  choice  in  the 
citizen,  and  not  to  the  exercise  of  violence  or  compulsive  power.  Impressment  is  the  instrument  of 
undelegated  authority,  and  to  be  tolerated  only  where  the  citizen  does  not  feel  his  right  to  that  equality 
on  which  our  institutions  rest. 

1.  It  is  not  belle\ed  In  be  expedient  to  increase  the  pay.  It  is  already  sufficient  to  procure  the 
necessary  numbers,  pmvidi  d  other  remedies  within  the  power  of  the  government  be  applied.  This  one 
should  be  reserved  fur  times  of  greater  pressure.  The  ration,  which  is  fixed  by  law,  and  which  may  be 
regarded  as  a  part  of  the  pay,  and  the  allowances  upon  entering  on  ship-board,  might  be  usefullj'  changed 
in  some  respects.  Notice  has  been  taken  of  this  point  in  former  reports  to  Congress  to  which  refer- 
ence is  made. 

2.  The  cnntract  with  the  seam.iu  should  be  scrupulously  respected,  ami  he  should  be  discharged 
when  it  expires,  and  in  his  nwn  CMiintry.  If  this  be  not  done  he  is  dissatished,  and  unwilling  again  to 
enlist;  and  his  ser\ices  are  nlten  lesi  forever  to  his  government  when  he  is  landed  in  a  Im-eign  country, 
without  the  means  of  cnmlnit  and  the  ]iowcr  to  return  immediately.  It  is  ,ib\  iuusly  impi-acticable  in 
every  instance  to  accomplisii  this  desii-able  nbject,  because  the  lime  of  the  seamen  expires  , at  did'ei-ent 
periods.  It  is  also  difficult  tn  re.luc  th.'  length  ..f  the  cruises  ,,r  enr  vess.ds  without  greatly  augmenting 
the  expense  of  supporting  our  s,pnnli-nns  abroad.  AVith  the  number  and  size  of  our  vess.ds  new  in  com- 
mission on  the  dilVerent  stations,  a  reduction  of  the  length  from  three  to  two  years  would  create  an 
annual  aihliti' n  tn  the  expenses  of  supporting  the  navy  of  not  less  than  $150,000;  still  the  object  is  so 
desirable  that  every  effort  has  been  and  should  continue  to  be  made  to  secure  it.  In  June,  1827,  a 
general  circuhn-  letter  was  sent  to  tlie  commanding  officers  at  sea,  and  at  the  reci'uiting  rendezvous, 
giving  insiruclieus  upon  the  subject,  which  has  already  produced  a  salutary  effect  upon  the  feelings  of 
tlie  seamen  towards  tin' service,  and  will  eventually  lead  to  great  good.  A  copy  of  that  letter  is  added 
to  this  report.     It  is  not  peie.'ived  that  any  other  measure  is  necessary  in  reference  to  this  point. 

3.  Hospital  establishnaaits  suited  tn  the  wants  nf  the  n.avy,  and  calculated  to  answer  the  just  expec- 
tations of  our  seamen,  can  nnly  be  pmvideil  at  an  early  jieiind  by  legislative 'aid  in  appropriating  money 
for  that  purpose.  And  the  "conviction  is  earnestly  but  most  respectfully  expressed,  that  there  is  no 
object  on  which  a  portion  of  tlie  ])ub!ic  funds  could  be  bestowed  with  more  advantage  to  the  interest  of 
the  naval  service,  or  to  the  honor  and  justice  of  the  government  and  nation. 

Heretofore  nothing  has  been  expended  upon  it  which  was  not  drawn  directly  from  the  meagre  pay 
of  our  officers  and  seamen.  They  have  been  exclusively  taxed  to  provide  establishments  which  the 
humanity  of  the  whole  nation  ought  to  have  erected,  and  on  which  a  portion  of  the  nalinnal  pride  should 
have  rested.  Even  that  money  taken  from  our  seamen  has  not,  until  recently,  beiii  devnied  to  its  proper 
destination — but  has  sometimes  been  used  for  other  purposes.  Reference  on  this  point  is  made  to  the 
reports  heretofore  presented  to  Congress.  For  three  years  past  laborious  attention  has  been  paid  to 
secure  to  the  hospital  fund  all  that  it  was  entitled  to  receive  under  the  law,  and  to  commence  and  prose- 
cute a  system  which  should  in  the  end  furnish  the  buildings  and  accommodations  which  would  be 
necessary  or  useful  By  an  order  dated  11th  .^iarch,  1S24,  all  the  money  deducted  from  the  pay  of  the 
officers  and  seamen  is  regularly  trauslerivd  to  the  fund  nn  the  lirst  day  of  every  quarter.  Sites  have 
been  purchased  at  Boston,  New  York,  J'hiladelphia,  and  Norfolk,  and  arrangements  made  for  selecting 
one  at  Pensacola.  An  asylum  at  riiihuklphia,  and  an  hospital  at  Norfolk  have  been  commenced,  and  are 
progressing  as  rapidly  as  the  magnitude  of  the  buildings  will  justify.  With  sufficient  funds  at  the  con- 
trol of  the  commissioners,  the  hospitals  at  the  places  mentioned  might  be  completed  in  two  years,  and  a 
system  established  which  would  meet  the  wants  of  the  navy  for  half  a  century  to  come;  perhaps  forever. 
And  should  it  be  the  will  of  Congress  to  make  a  suitable  appropriation  for  this  interesting  object,  a  most 
salutary  effect  would  be  wrought  upon  the  inclinations  of  seamen  to  enter  the  service,  and  upon  all  its 
highest  and  best  interests. 
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For  those  difHculties  which  arise  from  steam  navigation — from  the  commerce  in  vessels — from  enlist- 
ments in  the  service  of  other  governments — from  the  augmentatinn  of  tonnage — from  the  practice  of 
taking  few  boys  and  green  hands — and  from  the  number  of  f(jrci,i;ii  scanun  in  our  employ,  there  seems  to 
be  but  one  adequate  and  appropriate  remedy,  which  is  such  an  iiincMsc  of  native  Avierican  seamen  as 
will  answer  every  demand  of  our  mercantile  and  naval  marine.  It  will  iint  be  easy  speedily,  if  at  all,  to 
attain  this  result.  The  process  must  be  slow;  but  it  is  worth  the  sacrifice  of  time,  convenience,  and 
money  which  it  will  require. 

It  is  peculiarly  important  that  those  who  navigate  our  public  ships  should  be  native  Aviericana. 
Our  seamen  are  believed  to  be,  at  least  for  our  own  purposes,  better  than  those  of  any  other  nation; 
economical,  vigorous,  hardy,  skillful;  taught  in  the  best  schools;  bred  in  the  best  nurseries;  not  ignorant 
of  their  rights;  but  governed  with  ease  when  governed  with  justice.  It  is  desirable  not  to  mingle  other 
and  worse  materials  with  such  men;  to  injure  their  habits,  create  a  spirit  leading  to  insubordination  and 
crime,  and  when  the  hour  of  action  comes,  to  have  among  them  those  who  must  contend,  not  for,  but  per- 
haps against  their  native  flag.  In  peace  we  can  do  better  without  foreign  seamen;  in  war,  slight 
temptations  of  avarice,  and  otiier  causes,  will  lead  them  from  us;  and  their  presence  will  give  us  less 
confidence  in  battle.  Every  sailor  in  our  ships  should  have  located  here  all  those  attachments  which  bind 
man  to  his  country.  Long  and  steady  service  under  his  native  flag  will  increase  fidelity  to  it,  give  a 
more  generous  courage  in  its  defence,  and  ensui'e  that  devotion  which  shields  the  home  and  the  fireside 
from  invasion. 

In  attaining  this  condition,  so  far  as  the  navy  is  concerned,  it  is  a  favorable  circumstance  that  habit 
induces  the  sailor  to  prefer  our  ships-of-war  to  the  merchant  or  any  other  service ;  that  although  the  dis- 
cipline is  more  rigorous,  his  comforts  are  greater,  his  employments  and  vicissitudes  less  changing;  he 
will  therefore  continue  in  them,  even  at  less  wages.  If  we  can  procure  for  and  place  in  our  navy  as 
many  native  American  seamen  as  are  required,  we  shall  probably  be  able  to  retain  them,  and  thus  be 
prepared  for  every  event  which  peace  or  war  may  produce.  The  numbers  necessary  for  our  merchant 
vessels  and  ships-of-war  may  be  readily  estimated.  Our  tonnage,  in  1826,  amounted  to  1,534,191;  in  1827, 
probably  to  about  1,600,000,  which,  at  the  average  before  mentioned,  would  require  about  85,000  seamen. 
Our  ships-of-war  now  in  commission  demand  about  4,800  seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  landsmen  and  boys.  To 
man,  in  time  of  war,  all  the  vessels  which  are  authorized  to  be  built,  more  than  20,000,  including  petty 
ofScers  and  excluding  marines,  would  be  necessary.  The  average  annual  increase  has  been  before  stated 
at  about  5,000.  What  is  the  precise  number  of  our  own  citizens,  whose  sole  employment  is  upon  the 
water,  and  what  tlie  number  of  naturalized  foreigners,  cannot  be  precisely  stated.  There  is  a  great  defect 
in  the  reg  ster  of  our  seamen,  a  defect  which  ought  to  be  remedied  by  legislative  enactment. 

It  is  respectfully  suggested  as  proper: 

1.  That  foreign  seamen,  although  naturalized,  be  as  rapidly  excluded  from  our  navy  as  possible.  In 
conformity  with  this  suggestion,  an  order  has  been  issued  to  the  officers  engaged  in  recruiting,  directing 
them  to  seek,  first,  native  Americans,  and  to  enlist  none  others  except  as  matter  of  necessity.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  this  order  will  accomplish  the  design  to  a  considerable  extent. 

2.  That  a  larger  proportion  of  landsmen  than  heretofore  should,  while  peace  continues,  be  placed  in 
our  ships.  An  order  to  this  effect  has  also  been  issued,  and  a  direction  given  that  none  be  enlisted  under 
eighteen  nor  over  twenty-five  years.  Good  landsmen  of  the  proper  age  will,  after  one  cruise  of  two  or 
three  years,  become  good  ordinary  seamen,  and  after  a  second  cruise  be  good  seamen,  and  continue  per- 
manently in  the  service. 

3.  That  landsmen  be  enlisted  in  the  interior.  Such  as  are  picked  up  in  the  cities  are  generally  dis- 
sipated men,  advanced  in  years,  with  bad  habits  and  enfeebled  constitutions,  who  never  can  become 
useful  in  any  capacity.  On  the  contrary,  young  men  may  be  enlisted  in  the  country  whose  constitutions 
are  vigorous,  whose  habits  are  good,  and  who  will  soon  make  efficient  seamen.  By  this  course,  also,  a 
more  general  feeling  will  be  created  in  favor  of  the  navy — the  right  arm  of  the  national  defence. 

A  conviction  of  the  importance  of  this  measure,  and  a  desire  to  test  its  practicability,  induced  the 
Department,  a  short  time  since,  to  establish  a  rendezvous  in  the  neighborhood  of  Carlisle  and  Harrisburg. 
Thus  far  it  promises  all  that  was  hoped  for  from  it,  and  should  it  continue  to  prosper,  it  will  be  used 
hereafter  as  necessity  shall  call  for  it,  and  the  same  plan  will  be  adopted  in  other  places. 

4.  That  legislative  provision  be  made  to  require  merchant  vessels,  in  proportion  to  their  tonnage,  to 
carry  boys  between  the  ages  of  14  and  18;  at  least  one  for  every  hundred  tons.  In  making  this  recom- 
mendation, it  is  not  forgotten  that  a  slight  effect  will  be  produced  upon  the  economy  with  which  our 
navigation  is  conducted,  nor  that  the  subject  has  been  heretofore  presented  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Senate,  and  the  proposition  resisted  by  an  able  report  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce.  But  the  recom- 
mendation is  believed  to  be  sustained  by  the  successful  practice  of  other  nations;  by  the  absolute  neces- 
sity of  providing  a  sufficient  nursery,  and  constant  supply  for  our  rapidly  increasing  mercantile  aiid 
military  mai-ine;  by  the  smallness  of  the  liurdon  which  the  provision  would  impose  upon  our  navigation, 
and  by  the  high  importance  of  being  sn|iiiiii  ted  in  our  commercial  career  by  our  own  native  citizens.  The 
regulations  for  this  subject  do  not  projxily  fiml  a  phice  in  this  report. 

But  5th.  The  most  important  measure  ((niniHted  with  this  subject  is,  legal  authority  to  enlist,  with 
the  written  consent  of  their  parents,  boys  over  13  and  under  16  years,  until  they  arrive  at  the  age  of  21; 
or  which  would,  in  many  respects,  be  preferable,  authority  to  take  apprentices  of  the  ages  and  for  the 
period  mentioned.  There  should  be  from  15  to  30  in  every  navy  yard,  and  two  for  every  gun,  to  our 
vessels  in  commission,  making,  in  all,  in  the  first  instance,  about  1,200.  Those  in  the  navy  yards  should 
be  assigned  to  the  various  duties  performed  tiiere,  and  instructed  in  them,  so  as  to  furnish  in  a  few  years 
most  competent  workmen  in  every  branch,  who,  being  habituated  to  their  employments,  would  be  a  steady 
and  unfailing  supply  for  the  public  wants  in  that  department.  Those  in  our  ships  should,  according  to 
their  capacities,  be  assigned  to  the  labors  of  the  common  sailor,  and  as  assistants  to  the  petty  officers, 
and  would,  before  the  expiration  of  their  enlistment  or  indenture,  be  perfected  in  their  respective  duties. 
As  their  terms  ended,  their  places  should  he  constantly  supplied,  so  as  to  keep,  at  every  moment,  the  full 
number  of  boys  in  the  service.  Two  years  would  1>(>  snflicioit  to  prepare  them  to  act  as  ordinary  sea- 
men, and  three  more  as  seamen.  This  plan,  imitcl  to  that  i>r  enlisting  young  landsmen,  would  give  us 
an  annual  increase  of  from  300  to  500  g.iod  seamen,  peiinaneiitly  united  to  the  service,  and  ultimately  secure 
all  that  our  interest,  on  this  point,  can  require.  These  apprentices  should  be  clothed  in  our  own  manu- 
factures— denied  spirits  in  their  rations  until  they  became  men — educated  by  proper  teachers  in  reading, 
writing,  arithmetic  and  navigation— be  entitled  to  hospital,  pension  and  prize  privileges — have  a  small 
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amount  of  money  rcservod  for  tlicm,  and  paid  wlien  tlieir  time  expires,  if  their  conduct  has  been  good, 
and  a  premiiuu  on  rc-cntniiii;-.  They  would  furnish,  within  8  or  10  years  from  the  commencement  of  the 
system,  all  our  p'-tty  oili.-.T-  of  every  description,  and  the  best  rewards  of  virtuous  eflbrt  should  be  pre- 
sented to  thciii  ill  piopoiiii.iis  to  the  rank  of  warrant  officers,  and  if  their  merits  justified,  eventually  to 
the  hif^hest  honors  ,,f  tlir  profession. 

To  those  who  may  no i  h:i\c  carefully  made  the  calculations,  the  results  of  such  a  system  would 
appear  extravagant.  Wlicii  loniiniicd  with  our  present  plan,  it  would  create  a  saving-  of  not  less  than  an 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  annually — would  give  us,  in  every  department,  the  greatest  eiliciency 
and  skill,  and,  above  all,  would  make  the  navy  what  it  ought  to  be,  in  everything — American. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Hon.  Samuel  Smith,  Pre.-iident  of  the  Senate  (if  the  United  States. 


Circular. 

Navy  Department. 

Sir:  Justice  to  our  seamen,  as  well  as  the  interests  of  the  service,  requires  that  efforts  should  be 
made  to  remedy  the  inconveniences  which  have  resulted  from  the  time  of  enlistment  expiring,  while  the 
men  are  abroad,  and  no  adequate  means  afforded  for  their  return  homo.  It  will  be  the  olijoet  of  the 
Department  hereafter,  as  far  as  circumstances  will  permit,  so  to  roLMilatc  flic  inanniim' ol  our  vessels 
that  the  time  of  a  majority  of  the  crews  shall  expire  about  the  sann'  period,  ami  to  ici-all  tin'  \essels 
before  that  period  arrives,  so  that  the  men  may  be  in  the  United  Stales  when  their  etuilraet  with  the 
government  ends. 

It  will  be  obviously  impossible  that  this  should  be  effected  iir  every  individual  instance.  You  will 
therefore  consider  it  your  duty,  and  it  is  hereby  enjoined  upon  yon,  when  the  time  of  service  of  seamen, 
ordinary  seamen,  &c.,  expires  during  your  cruise,  to  induce  them,  by  all  ju-oper  eoiisiderations,  to 
re-enter  for  the  remainder  of  the  cruise,  informing  them,  as  nearly  as  you  can.  what  will  be  its  dura- 
tion. If  they  refuse  to  re-enter,  and  require  their  discharge,  let  it  be  promptly  ,-i\'eii  to  them,  unless 
urgent  necessity  exists  for  their  services;  and  you  will  procure  for  them,  if  possible,  a  passage  in  some 
vessel  to  the  United  States,  on  the  lowest  and  best  conditions,  giving  orders  on  the  Department  for  the 
passage  money.  If  they  refuse  to  take  the  passage,  and  to  return  home,  you  will  apprise  the  Depart- 
ment of  it,  and  of  what  you  have  done  on  the  subject,  and  give  the  like  information  to  the  consul  of  the 
port  nearest  which  you  are,  that  he  may  regulate  his  conduct  towards  them  with  a  full  knowledge  of 
the  facts. 

In  every  instance  in  which  any  person  is  discharged  abroad,  and  his  passage  paid,  or  he  declines 
accepting  the  passage,  you  will  state  the  facts  in  his  discharge. 
I  am,  very  respectfully^,  &c. 
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Navy  Department,  November  21,  1828. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  respectfully  submits  the  following  report  to  the  consideration  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

The  various  laws  and  resolutions,  which  were  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  connected  with 
the  duties  of  this  Department,  have  received  attention  and  been  executed,  as  far  as  the  means  within  its 
control  would  permit. 

The  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Barton  was  executed  soon  after  its  passage,  viz.,  on  the  21st  May, 
1828,  by  the  payment  to  him  of  $3,357.54. 

The  second  section  of  the  act  of  the  26th  May  last,  for  the  relief  of  Francis  H.  Gregory  and  Jesse 
Wilkinson,  was  executed  on  the  4th  June  following,  by  the  payment  of  $13,237.48. 

The  appropriation  of  the  24th  May  last,  for  the  naval  hospital  fund,  has  been  nearly  expended  on 
the  erection  of  buildings  mentioned  in  the  last  annual  report,  and  on  other  objects  connected  with  iiavy 
hospitals;  a  detailed  report  of  which  will  be  made  by  the  commissioners  of  the  fund.  Those  buildings 
may  be  completed  in  the  course  of  the  next  year,  and  will  be  creditable  to  the  country,  and  eminently 
useful  to  the  navy.  Heretofore  no  houses  have  been  erected  and  no  system  formed  for  the  accommoda- 
tion and  management  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen.  Yielding  constantly,  through  many  successive 
years,  a  portion  of  their  monthly  pay  for  this  object,  they  have  seen  no  benefit  result  from  it,  and  have 
found  only  temporary  and  uncomfortable  abodes  provided  for  them,  in  old  age,  disease,  and  distress. 
For  the  future,  they  may  look  forward  to  accommodations  worthy  of  the  service  in  which  they  have 
labored  and  bled.  But  much  yet  remains  to  be  done.  More  buildings  ought  to  be  erected,  and  further 
appropriations  made,  by  the  justice  and  humanity  of  the  nation.  I  beg  to  refer  to  the  considerations  pre- 
sented in  former  reports. 

Difficulties  have  arisen  in  executing  the  law  of  the  24th  May  last,  for  the  better  organization  of  the 
medical  department  of  the  navy,  arising  from  what  is  supposed  to  have  been  an  error  in  the  wording  of 
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the  law  The  first  section  prescribes  the  manner  of  admission  to  the  rank  of  assistant  surgeon,  and 
reciuires  an  examination  by  a  board  of  naval  surgeons,  of  all  the  candidates  for  that  office,  and  an 
approval  by  the  board.  It  also  requires  a  service  at  sea  of  two  years,  as  assistant  surgeon,  and  an 
examination  before  promotion  to  the  rank  of  surgeon.  These  provisions  of  the  law  are  in  strict  con- 
furiuilv  with  the  previous  rules  and  practice  of  this  Department,  since  May,  1824.  The  fourth  section 
del  HIS  ■•  that  every  surgeon  who  shall  have  received  his  appointment,  as  is  hereinbefore  provided  for, 
sli  ill  ivcrivc  lifty  dollars"  a  month,  and  two  rations  a  day;  after  five  years'  service  he  shall  be  entitled 
to  receive  titty-five  dollars  a  month,  and  an  additional  ration  a  day;  and  after  ten  years'  service,"  &c. 
In  acting  upon  this  law,  the  words  "as  is  hereinbefore  provided  for,"  have  been  construed  to  apply  only 
to  those  who  have  received  their  appointments  after  the  examination  prescribed  in  the  first  section,  which 
excluded  from  the  increased  pay  all  the  surgeons  now  upon  the  list.  The  first  examinations  were  in 
1824  and  there  are  none  who  have  been  examined  previous  to  their  promotions  who  have  been  five  years 
in  the  service  None  have,  therefore,  received  the  increased  pay,  except  when  at  sea,  and  paid  under 
the  fifth  section.  It  is  confidently  believed  that  Congress  did  not  intend  either  to  require  those  who 
were  already  commissioned  surgeons  in  the  navy  to  undergo  an  examination,  or  to  deprive  those  who 
have  faithfully  served  the  public  for  many  years  of  the  additional  pay,  while  it  was  allowed  to  younger 
officers.  Legislative  explanation  will  be  necessary  to  insure  them  the  advantages  which  the  law  was 
probably  intended  to  confer.  „      ,      \  ,  ,     ^  .,     -r^  ,  -n 

The  act  makino-  appidpriatiim  fur  the  erection  of  a  breakwater  near  the  mouth  oi  the  Uelaware  bay 
received  your  prompt  atteiitiini;  aii.l  tlie  execution  of  the  law,  under  your  supervision,  was  confided  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  Iminediate  measures  were  taken  to  advance  the  work.  C.  C.  Biddle,  of 
Philadelphia,  was  appointed  tlic  agent  for  the  disbursement  of  the  money,  and  instructions  were  given 
for  his  guidance  and  direction.  He  has  executed  a  bond,  with  sufficient  sureties,  for  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  his  duties,  in  the  penalty  required  of  navy  agents,  and  will  receive  the  compensation 
allowed  by  law  to  them.  His  accounts  will  be  transmitted  to  and  settled  quarterly  by  the  Fourth  Audi- 
tor of  the  Treasury.     The  fund,  and  the  expenditures  under  it,  will  be  kept  separate  and  distinct  from 

On  the  9th  of  June  Commodore  Rodgers,  General  Bernard,  and  William  Strickland,  Esq.,  were 
appointed  commissioners  to  select  a  site  and  prepare  a  plan  and  estimates  for  the  work,  for  the  approval 
of  the  Executive;  and  naval  officers  placed  under  their  control  to  make  the  necessary  soundings  and 
surveys.  They  have  been  employed  in  discharge  of  the  duties  assigned  to  them,  and  their  report  is  daily 
expected,  and  will  be  submitted  for  approval.  William  Strickland  has  been  appointed  the  engineer  to 
superintend  the  erection  of  the  work.  Advertisements  have  been  issued  and  contracts  are  now  under 
consideration  for  a  part  of  the  materials.  These  contracts  will,  in  a  few  days,  be  executed.  Prepara- 
tions will  be  made  during  the  winter,  and  in  the  course  of  the  spring  and  summer  materials  will  be 
delivered,  and  the  work  progress  to  the  extent  of  the  appropriation.  An  additional  appropriation  will  be 
required  during  the  ensuing  session. 

Out  of  the  sum  of  $30,000,  appropriated  by  the  "act  making  an  appropriation  for  the  suppression 
of  the  slave  trade,"  passed  24tli  May,  1328,  $8,009.20  were  paid  to  the  representatives  of  Taliaferro 
Livingston,  under  the  authority  of  the  second  section  of  that  act.  Of  the  balance,  the  sura  of  $19,903.55 
have  been  expended  in  the  support  of  the  agency  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  on  other  objects.  (See 
paper  A.)  There  are  claims  still  pending  and  unsatisfied,  which  will  probably  consume  the  residue.  It 
was  my  intention  to  have  annexed  to  this  report  a  full  and  minute  statement  of  all  the  expenditures  con- 
nected with  this  agency,  from  its  establishment;  but  Mr.  Ashmun,  who  has  several  times  been  the  acting 
agent,  and  by  whom  the  greater  part  of  the  expenditures  have  been  made,  and  especially  since  the 
death'of  Dr.  Peace,  died  during  the  last  summer,  on  his  return  to  this  country.  The  condition  in  which 
his  papers  were  left,  and  the  want  of  verbal  explanations,  have  created  obstacles  to  the  prompt  settle- 
ment of  his  accounts,  but  the  Fourth  Auditor  is  now  employed  in  adjusting  them;  when  this  is  completed, 
the  claims  upon  the  appi-opriation  can  be  more  accurately  stated. 

The  concerns  of  the  agency  are  believed  to  be  in  a  prosperous  condition.  There  are  few,  if  any, 
Africans  at  it,  who  occasion  expense  to  the  government.  The  houses  and  other  property  are  in  a  good 
state  of  preservation,  and  will  hereafter  require  but  small  expenditures. 

On  the  death  of  Mr.  Ashmun,  Dr.  Randall  was  appointed  agent.  He  sailed  from  New  York  for  the 
ao-ency  on  the  12th  of  November.  So  many  of  the  agents  had  died,  and  so  many  difficulties  had  arisen 
from  that  cause,  both  in  the  proper  care  of  the  business  and  property  of  the  agency,  and  in  rendering  and 
settling  the  accounts,  that  it  was  thought  expedient  to  appoint  an  assistant  agent,  at  a  small  salary,  to 
accompany  Dr.  Randall.     Dr.  Mechlin  was  selected  for  this  purpose. 

There  are  at  this  time  in  the  United  States  only  two  persons  coming  within  the  description  of  our 
laws,  subjecting  them  to  removal  to  the  agency.  These  were  brought  into  the  port  of  Mobile,  in  the 
year  1819,  and  being  very  young,  were,  by  the  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  placed  under  the  care  of 
the  collector  of  that  port.  Orders  have  recently  been  given  to  send  them  to  Baltimore,  with  a  view  to 
their  transportation  under  the  law. 

On  the  30th  April  last  a  message  was  sent  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  Congress,  giving 
information  that  121  Africans  had  been  landed  at  Key  West,  from  a  Spanish  slave-trading  vessel, 
stranded  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  while  pursued  by  an  armed  schooner  in  his  Bri- 
tannic Majesty's  service,  and  to  which  it  was  not  believed  that  the  law  of  March  8,  1819,  or  any  of  the 
other  acts  prohibiting  the  slave  trade,  applied.  No  provision  was  made  by  Congress  for  removing  them 
from  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  or  disposing  of  them  in  any  other  manner.  They  still  remain  in 
the  custody  of  the  marshal  of  Florida.  He  was  advised  to  hire  them  out,  or  otherwise  dispose  of  them, 
in  such  manner  as  to  cause  least  expense,  until  legal  provision  should  be  made  on  the  subject.  It  is  pre- 
sumed that  he  has  done  so.     In  the  course  of  the  present  fall  he  presented  to  this  Department  a  claim  to 

the  amount  of  $ ,  for  their  maintenance  and  support.     The  amount  seemed  to  be  unreasonably 

large;  but  no  effort  was  made  to  adjust  and  settle  it,  because  the  Africans  did  not  come  within  those  pro- 
visions of  the  law  which  entrust  this  Department  with  the  direction  and  control  of  Africans  brought 
within  our  jurisdiction,  and  direct  them  to  be  sent  to  the  agency  on  the  coast  of  Africa.  The  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  does  not  feel  authorized  to  devote  to  this  object  any  portion  of  the  money  appropriated  for 
the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade.  It  is  important  that  some  authority  be  given,  by  law,  to  dispose  of 
these  Africans,  and  settle  the  accounts  of  the  marshal. 

The  law  of  the  last  session,  for  extending  the  term  of  certain  pensions  chargeable  to  the  navy  and 
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privateer  pension  funds,  has  created  some  embarrassments,  and  rendered  it  necessary  to  strike  many 
names  from  the  list  of  pensiunirs.  In  dnini;-  this,  tlae  only  construction  has  been  placed  upon  the  law  of 
which  its  words  seemed  nalurally  suscciilililc. 

For  the  history  and  cniiilitinii  ..f  ilic  [iiivateer  fund,  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  refer  to  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  tlie  cliairman  (if  the  Naval  (lommittee  of  the  itou'^e  of  Kopresentatives, 
dated  February  21,  1828,  document  No.  244,  ami  tn  llic  rcpuiis  vcr,.;T,.,l  1,,  in  il,ai  l.ti.i-.  'I'lir  laws 
upon  the  subject  are  dated  26th  June,  1812,  wliirli  t  icalc  liic  funil;  l:iih  I'dn  iiai\-  IM:;-  -M  \ii'>-iist 
1813;  4th  March,  1814_;  16th  April,  ISIS;  ftth  aii.l  -Jiith  April,  isi't;  aii.l  -j:!,!  May.Vs-^s,  wiii.'h  .Irs'rribe 
the  persons  to  be  admittcil  lo  iicnsidus;  and  me  tin'  same,  in  siilislancc.  i'xri'|ii  as  rchiirs  t<i  eliildren 
after  the  age  of  sixteen  M'ais  Niimcioiis  |icnsi(iiis  wrrc  uranlnl  and  icncwi'd  undi  r  (  arli  ul'  the  acts  of 
1814,  1818,  and  1824.  tin  iv  w.  iv  -.Mi:;  -rani.Ml  und.r  tlio  arts  ,,r  is|4,  and  Ihcv  -.•i.crallv  oxiiircd  in  or 
before  1820.  Under  the  a.'t  nf  Isjs.  jsii  w<tc  -i-antcd,  and  iIkv  cxiiired  in  ur  before  lis25;  under  the 
acts  of  1824, 159  were  yranlod,  whirl,  will  rxinic  in  ,,r  Im.|;,iv  1s:;(). 

It  will  be  perceived  by  this  staicin.nl,  that  at  th.'  date -f  the  , act  of  last  session  (23d  May,  1828),  and 
for  one  year  preceding  it,  there  were  im  persens  in  the  rccei|ii  i.f  a  jiension  under  the  acts  of  1814  and 
1818,  the  pensions  under  thnse  acts  havin--  cx|iired  two  <ir  three  years  preceding.  Now  the  second  sec- 
tion of  this  law  provides  i'nv  the  renewal  ef  |>ensi.ins  nnly  t<i  tlmse  who  received  them  under  those  last- 
mentioned  acts,  viz.,  of  1S14  and  isls.aiid  docs  imt  provide  tor  thnse  receiving  them  under  the  acts  of  1824. 

The  commissioners  of  the  fund  have,  consequently,  refused  to  renew  any  pensions  which  were  not 
received  under  the  acts  of  1814  and  1818.  By  this  decision  much  complaint  has  been  excited.  The  huv 
holds  out  the  expectation  of  a  renewal  of  pensions  to  widows,  and  by  this  necessary  censtnictii.n  of  it, 
that  expectation  has  been  disapi)ointcd.  It  is  not  known  whether  tlie  oniissi^ 
was  intentional  or  accidenlal.  The  ell'ect  nf  the  omission  is  to  exclude  wid. 
from  the  fund,  and  to  lca\c  the  lialance  wlih-h  now  remains  for  the  comrci  t  a 
who  were  actually  wounded  and  still  survive.  For  them  it  would  In 
$63,210.50,  and  there  are  but  107  of  them  now  surviving.  Their  sitnatinn  i 
and  these  pensions  may  be  continued  probably  during  their  lives,  if  tlu'  ninis 
intentional,  as  the  commissioners  have  presumed  that  it  was,  and  haxc  se  cm 
by  this  construction  no  ]>eusion  to  any  widow  can  be  renewed.  If  the  einis 
was  intended  to  renew  the  ]iensiiiiis  to  wiijnws,  then  the  fund  wiudd  be  dc,- 
second  year,  and  nothing  remain  i'ur  the  surviving  seamen,  unless  ('iiii,i;'ress  make  an  apprepriat  inn  for 
that  object.  Of  the  159  pensions  -ranted  under  the  acts  of  1S-J4,  41  cxpire.l  in  1S27;  26,  in  1S2S;  20 
will  expire  in  1829;  and  72  in  ls;;o.  'Ihe  eft'ect  of  renewing  them  all  will  he  the  destruction  of  so  small 
a  fund  as  $63,270.30.  It  may,  lurhaps,  he  proper  to  add  that  the  widows  have  already  received,  or  will 
receive  under  the  law,  as  it  is  imw  cnnstrned,  pensions  for  fifteen  years.  It  is  for  Congress  to  decide 
whether  they  will  make  an  approprialien  that  they  may  be  further  renewed. 

The  usual  reports  respecting  the  nnri/  /)r,i.<iu,i  jmn/  will  he  made.  The  laws  regulating  navy  pen- 
sions have  given  rise  to  some  (hmlils,  which  it  w.mld  be  satislaciery  to  have  removed.  With  a  view  to 
exhibit  the  construction  which  has  In'cn  placed  upon  them,  that  crini-  may  be  corrected  if  it  exist,  the  fol- 
lowing points  of  practice  en  this  siiliject  are  stated:  1st.  The  law  of  lid  March,  I  si  7,  provided  pensions 
for  the  widows  and  children,  umler  16  years  old,  of  officers,  seamen,  and  marini's,  who  should  die  here- 
after, or  should  have  died  since  iSth  June,  1812,  in  consequence  of  disease  contracted,  or  of  casualties 
or  of  injuries  received  while  in  the  line  of  their  duty.  This  law  was  repealed  by  the  second  section  of 
the  act  of  22d  January,  1824.  Since  the  repeal,  deaths  by  disease,  casualty,  or  injury  have  not  been 
considered  causes  for  granting  pensions  to  widows  and  children,  except  in  cases  where  the  deaths 
occurred  during  the  last  war.  Applications,  which  have  been  numerous,  have  therefore  been  uniformly 
refused,  except  in  the  cases  specified.  2d,  By  the  terms  of  the  law  of  the  last  session  (23d  May,  1828), 
pensions  are  to  be  renewed  "  to  the  widows  and  children  of  officers,  seamen,  and  marines  who  were  killed 
in  battle,  or  who  died  in  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States  during  the  late  war,"  so  that  they  may 
receive  20  years'  pension.  The  Avni.ls  apply  only  to  the  cas.'^  nf  those  who  died  "during  the  late  war." 
The  widows  and  children  of  no  others  can,'  un.ler  it,  receive  pensions.  Iiider  other  laws  some  pensions 
have  been  granted  and  renewed  to  wid..ws  and  children  of  those  who  have  died  since  the  war.  These 
remain  in  the  hope  of  some  expression  of  legislative  opinion  on  the  point.  No  new  ones  will  be  granted. 
3d.  The  pensions  to  children  in  all  cases  terminate  when  they  arrive  at  the  age  of  16.  The  navy  pen- 
sion fund  now  amounts  to  about  $900,052.14. 

By  the  3d  section  of  the  act  making  apjiropriations  for  the  suppoit  of  the  navy,  for  the  year  1828, 
the  sum  of  $10,000  was  directc<l  to  he  taken  oni  of  the  fund  for  the  gradual  iin|.rovement  of  the  navy, 
for  the  purchase  of  such  lands  as  the  rri'sident  might  think  necessary  and  piopei-  to  jirovide  live  oak  and 
other  timber  for  the  navy.  In  virtue  (,r  this  pr..visi.)n  purchases  have  heen  made  of  several  adjoining 
tracts  of  land  on  Santa  Rosa  Sound,  ami  in  the  rear  of  the  Navy  yard  at  Tcnsacola,  amounting,  in  all,  to 
about  3,650  arpens,  and  costing  about  s'.t,iMio  A  part  of  this  land  has  ben  pla.-ed  und.'r  the  care  of 
suitable  persons,  and  arrangements  have  liecii  made  to  prosecute  the  planting  and  miltivation  of  the  live 
oak  upon  it.  Inquiries  have  also  been  made  respecting  other  tracts,  wliicii  it  might  be  supposedthe  in- 
terest of  the  government  to  retain  from  sale  or  purchase.  Examinations  have  also  been  continued  on  the 
western  coast  of  Florida,  with  a  view  to  the  same  object. 

Trespasses  continue,  in  some  extent  to  be  made  on  the  tiinl>or  on  the  imblic  lands.  Every  means  has 
been  taken,  both  by  this  and  the  Treasury  Department,  to  repress  them,  and  with  some  success.  But  the 
inlets  are  so  numerous  and  the  coast  of  Florida  so  extensive,  (hat  the  \ cssels  in  the  navy  and  revenue 
service  are  not  competent  to  Avatch  every  part  of  it  without  an  entire  neglect  of  other  duties. 

On  the  21st  of  May,  1828,  tli<'  Ibmse  of  Kepresentatives  passed  a  re>.ilution  icpiesting  the  President 
of  the  United  States  "to  send  one  of  our  small  vessels  to  the  Pacific  ocmh  and  South  sea,  to  examine  the 
coasts,  islands,  harbors,  shoals,  and  reels  in  those  seas,  and  to  ascertain  their  true  situation  and  descrip- 
tion;" and  authorizing  the  use  of  such  facilities  as  could  be  aforded  by  the  Department,  without  further 
appropriation  during  the  year.  To  this  resolution  in  was  your  earnest  wish  that  early  and  full  attention 
should  be  paid. 

There  was  no  vessel  belonainci-  to  our  nnvy  which,  in  its  then  condition,  was  proper  to  be  sent  upon 
this  expedition.  The  Peacock  was  theielon  -.' hcted  and  placed  at  the  Navy  yard  at  New  York,  to  be 
repaired  and  supplied  with  conveim  nc.  .  >iiiied  to  the  object.  Her  repairs  and  preparation  are  now  nearly 
completed,  and  she  will  be  ready  to  sail  in  a  few  weeks. 
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In  lof)kino-  to  tlio  o-reat  purpuso  fnv  which  tliis  resolution  was  passed,  and  the  difficulties  and  dangers 
which  must  n^rrssaiily  Im.  cHcnnntnvd,  it   secnr.l  t.i    1m-   liulii  unsafe   and   incxi.edient  to    send  only  o 


But  th- 


nother  or  to  detach 


one  more  of  tiic  siniill  vssrls  nf  tli.'  navy  tn  li;'  jninrd  with  the  rrac.i'k.  Nur,  indeed,  is  there  another 
in  the  s(>rvir('  suited  In  this  i>ccnliar  ci'ii]il(i,viiiciit.  But  the  opinion  and  wish  of  the  Department  being 
known,  an  dlli'i-  was  niaile  tn  it  nf  su.'li  a  vessel  as  was  desired,  being  of  abmit  i'<)()  f,)ns  burden,  and 
calculated  Ini-  cruisiu.u-  in  the  iii.uh  smitheiii  hititiah's,  and  amongthe  Ice islands  ami  reels  which  are  known 
to  exist  there.  'I'iiis  v(  ssel  lias'  iieeii  feeeived  ami  placed  at  the  navy  yard,  niinn  express  agreement  that 
a  rccnmiiieiidatinii  shnnld  be  made  tn  Congress  to  authorize  its  purchase,  and  if  the  recommendation  was 
not  a])pr(ived,  that  it  slmuhl  be  returned  to  its  owner.  No  money  has  been  expended  under  this  arrange- 
ment. That  satislactniy  evidence  might  be  had,  both  of  the  fitness  of  the  vessel  and  its  value,  directions 
were  o-iven  to  j\ir.  Eckford,  of  New  Ynvk,  and  Mr.  Hartt,  the  naval  constructor  at  Brooklyn,  to  examine  it 
and  report  on  these  points.  Their  i-ei)nit  hxes  the  value  at  $10,000.  I  cheerfully  discharged  my  obliga- 
tion under  the  agreement  by  an  eaiiiest  reenmmemlation  that  Congress  authorize  the  price  to  be  paid. 
Should  this  not  be  done  the  vessel  will  be  vetuiiied. 

jMeasMi-es  have  been  taken  to  procure  information  of  the  present  state  of  knowledge  in  our  country, 
on  the  siibjeels  pniiited  out  in  the  resolution,  from  our  citizens  who  have  been  emploj'ed  in  the  naviga- 
tion of  tiinse  seas,  ami  who  possess  information  derived  from  experience,  which  is  confined  very  much  to 
themselves  and  their  ing  bnnks  and  jntinials.  An  agent  has  been  tisefully  and  successnilly  engaged  in 
this  object,  and  has  fnuiid  re\v  nl.sta.'-les  thmwn  in  his  way.  'I'lmse  avIk.  liave  been  mnst  acquainted,  by 
business  and  interest,  with  that  pni-tinn  nf  the  globe,  feel  the  deepest  snlieimde'  fnr  the  success  of  the 
enterprise.  The  expedition  will  be  enabled  to  sail  with  better  guides  than  are  usually  possessed  by  those 
who  embark  in  similar  undertakings. 

AVith  a  view  In  give  the  most  useful  character  to  the  enterprise,  it  is  important  that  persons  skilled 
in  the  varinus  branches  of  science  should  partake  in  it.  Correspondence  has,  therefore,  been  held  with 
scientific  men,  and  some  selections  have  been  made,  and  others  are  now  making,  by  the  Department,  of 
astronomers,  naturalists,  and  others,  who  are  willing  to  encounter  the  toil,  and  will  be  able  to  bring  home 
to  us  results  which  will  advance  the  honor  and  promote  the  interests  of  the  nation. 

Master  Commandant  Jones  will  command  the  Peacock,  and  other  suitable  officers  have  been 
designated. 

The  resolution  was  understood  to  authorize  the  rise  of  the  naval  appropriations  to  furnish  facilities 
for  the  expedition  ;  and  they  have  been  used  for  all  those  objects  which  come  within  the  terms  in  the  bill 
of  appropriation,  as  pay,  subsistence,  instruments,  books,  &c.  But  there  are  indispensable  objects  which 
do  not  come  within  any  of  the  items  of  the  bill,  and  for  which  provision  is  required.  A  bill  on  the  sub- 
ject was  reported  by  the  Naval  Committee,  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and  placed  on  the  list  of  busi- 
ness to  be  acted  on,  but  was  not  reached  before  the  close  of  the  session.  Its  passage  is  necessary  to 
accomplish  the  purposes  designed  by  the  resolution.  It  does  not  seem  proper  to  detail  the  "facilities" 
which  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Department  to  afford.  One  of  them  should  be,  a  vessel  to  carry  provisions, 
in  order  that  upon  the  arrival  of  the  expedition  at  the  scene  of  operation,  the  exploring  vessels  may  be 
supplied  in  such  a  manner  that  they  may  not  be  driven  from  their  employment  at  too  early  a  period,  and 
that  they  may  subsequently,  from  time  to  time,  be  further  supplied  from  distant  stations,  so  that  no  cause 
but  the  elements  may  arrest  their  labors,  but  they  may,  at  all  times  and  seasons,  be  at  liberty  to  pursue 
their  investigations  without  interruption.  Other  and  obvious  uses  may  be  made  of  such  a  vessel,  in  the 
relief  which  it  will  aflbrd  should  disease  or  death  make  serious  inroads  on  their  numbers.  A  vessel  suited 
to  this  object  is  within  the  control  of  the  Department,  and  will  be  either  chartered  or  purchased,  as  the 
means  ftirnish(>d  by  Congress  may  permit.  The  importance  of  the  expedition,  in  all  its  aspects,  and 
especially  in  its  cniinnercial  relations,  has  augmented,  in  the  view  of  the  Department,  by  all  the  inciuiries 
and  invest igatiniis  which  have  been  made;  and  an  anxious  desire  is  felt  that  nothing  shoiild  be  omitted 
which  can  tend  tn  its  ultimate  success. 

Several  resolutions  have  at  various  times  been  passed,  directing  the  Department  to  cause  surveys  to 
be  made,  to  ascertain  the  practical  facilities  of  Charleston,  Beaufort,  Savannah,  and  Brunswick,  for  naval 
purposes.  They  have  been  made  during  the  last  three  years,  and  the  results  communicated  to  Congress  as 
they  were  received.  They  are  now  completed,  and  it  will  be  my  duty  tn  make  a  report  upon  the  whole. 
These  surveys,  although  executed  as  well  as  the  eireninsianees  in  which  the  officers  were  placed  would 
allow,  and  have  probably  been  sufficient  to  answer  tiie  (.bjeet  tif  the  resnhition,  yet  they  do  not  afford 
materials  for  an  accurate  chart  of  the  harbors,  and  the  approaches  to  them,  and  assist  but  little  towards 
a  perfect  knowledge  of  our  coasts,  which  can  only  be  acquired  by  that  scientific  survey  of  the  whole,  the 
importance  of  which  I  have  heretofore  ventured  to  urge,  and  would  again  respectfully  suggest. 

All  these  harbors  may,  at  times,  in  the  future  progress  of  our  country,  afford  prot(>ction  and  comfort 
to  a  portion  of  nur  cruising  vessels;  but  they  are  not'believed  tn  be  places  where  large  naval  establish- 
ments can  advanta'.;-eniislv  be  made.  Nor  is  it  believed  that  it  wnnhl  be  wise  tn  increase  the  number  of 
those  establishiiK'nis  which  we  now  have.  These  an-  already  siillieient  fnr  the  bnihling,  repairs,  and 
equipment  of  our  navy,  as  authorized  by  law,  and  such  as  it  will  probably  be  for  many  years  to  come. 
It  would  be  productive,  both  of  economy  and  efficient  action,  if  our  means  were  more  concentrated  at  two 
or  three  well  selected  positions.  A  great  error  was  committed  in  the  early  part  of  our  naval  history,  in 
selecting,  without  adequate  caution,  our  numerous  navy  yards;  estimating  them  rather  for  temporary  and 
local  objects,  than  as  permanent  and  extensive  snurces  nf  defeiuc  Immense  sums  of  money  have  been 
wasted  upon  them,  and  necessarily  so,  for  want  ni'  a  regular  system  fnr  their  improvement.  It  will  be 
recollected,  that  this  evil  induced  an  approjiriatimi,  nu  the  recnnnnemlatinn  of  the  Department,  the  object 
of  which  was  to  sectire  well  arranged  plans,  by  which  all  future  im|)rn\-ements  should  be  made. 

The  board  of  officers  appninted  to  examine  the  navy  yards,  ami  i)r<'iiare  these  plans,  have  executed 
their  duties  at  Norfolk,  W'ashinginn,  Philadelphia,  Charleston,  and  rnitsmouth.  Their  work  has  been 
examined  by  the  Secretary  nf  the  Navy  and  the  Board  of  Naval  Commissioners,  and  approved  by  the 
President.  If  these  plans  be  well  filled  up,  all  of  them  will  promote  convenience  and  economy;  some  of 
them  will  exliibii  establishments  inferior  to  nnne  in  the  world.  It  is  probable  experience  will  show,  that 
some  additions  and  improvements  may  be  made  to  them,  which  will  add  to  their  value.  Among  these,  it 
is  believed  that  the  one  at  Uosport  may  be  rendered  more  important,  by  the  introduction  of  the  water  of 
Lake  Drummond,  either  directly  from  the  lake  or  from  the  Dismal  Swamp  canal.  Desirous  to  ascertain 
the  practicability  and  expense  of  doing  it,  a  skillful  engineer  was  requested  to  make  the  necessary  examin- 
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ations,  surveys,  and  estimates.  His  report  will  be  received  in  a  short  time.  Should  it  be  found  practi- 
cable, at  a  moderate  expense,  and  1  dd  init  dunbt  Ihat  it  will,  tli,'  nsr  cif  jhal  watir  inr  the  ducks  the 
machinery,  all  the  wants  of  the  yard,  and  fur  \val<'iiii;j,-  din-  ship-;,  will  l,,.  ;,  ii,-li  iciminciatiun. 

In  examining- the  Navy  yard  at  Hindklyn,  ii  was  tiaiiid  tlial  I  he  nai  ur  ■  (.!'  ilic  s^il,  ih,'  ( mi  lined  linnts 
the  narrowness  of  the  channel,  and  tlir  claims  of  indi\idnal  landlnnls  w  hu  adj. .in  ii,  u  iic  snrh  that  a  plan 
could  not  be  prepared  which  prumiscd  such  usdulni'-s;  and  that  it  wduld  Im'  is|.iciall\  ditli.  nil  \n  I',, mi 
at  some  future  period,  when.  Cont;'riss  sill  luld  sec  lit  id  anthdii/.c  iudd.ks  snitrd  i,,  ihc  Ininiv  and  ■^rdwini;- 

wants  of  the  navy  in  that  nei,^■il!>d|■llddd.     The   l.dard   was   thnvldiv  diivt'tcd   t mi    Idnmn"-  a  plan  iTf 

that  yard;  and  cxmninatidns  wnv  insiiinldd  Id,-  annih.a-  Id.-alidn.  The  result  was  misal  islart/^y.  CiHh'r 
these  circmnslancrs,  applicalidn  was  made  Id  ihi'  War  I  tcpartment  for  a  translrr  df  ( Idvm-ndi'-'s  Island 
which  was  hdicvcd  ndi  id  \<r,  in  any  rcsp.a-t ,  rssmi  ial  td  the  army.  This  transl^r  hrin--  niadr  the 
present  naw  vaid,  an.l  that  island,  will  alldi-.l  all  ihc  a,-,-dnnnddatioii  which  is  rcpiinMl.  And  iid  Inrllier 
delay  will  take  pla.v,  in  Idnmn-  and  exrcntin-  a  plan  whnh  will  pidnidtr  hdth  Cdn  vmiimr..  and  .M-dndniv 

The  Naw  vaid  at  ['misai'dla  is  th<.  diilv  ivmainin-  m,,.  Idi-  whi,-h  a  pmnianmil  plan  is  td  1„.  Idrme'd 
Its  distance  lidm  the  seat  df  -.,v<Tnment,  ami  the  state  of  the  yard,  have  heretdldn.  prevented,  net  only 
this,  but  also  the  examinations  required  to  decide  on  the  expediency  of  erecting  a  railway,  which  the 
President  has  been  authorized  to  cause  to  be  erected,  if  he  considered  it  proper  and  expedient.  The  yard 
was  established  only  two  years  ago,  and  is  at  the  distance  of  six  miles  from  the  town  of  Pensacola  and 
fn,m  all  Cdinrditable  a.-Cdinm-Hlaf  idii  fdr  the  <,m<-ei  s  and  elliers  .inpldved  at  it.  It  was  therefdre  necessary 
in  Ihclii-st  plaee  Id  ereet  Imildin-s  fer  their  a.a'dn midda I  idn ,  that  ihcv  miu-lil  Im'  where  iheir  dniies  called 
them;  and  siieh  wharves,  \e.,  as  were  iv.piired  l,y  enr  v.'Ssels  iipen  ih.'  West  India  stalnm,  when  they 
entered  the  port  Idr  repairs  dr  dther  dhjeets.  The  iinpnAeuients  there  have  not  la'u.-res.sed  rapidly,  but 
they  are  now  in  a  siaii^  in  wiiieh  ii  wduld  be  proper  that  the  plan  should  be  made.  It  is  the  intention  of 
the  Department  that  lit  persi>ns  shall,  in  tlie  cdiu'se  of  the  next  month,  execute  this  duty,  and  make  report, 
both  as  to  the  navy  yanl  and  Ihe  marine  railw-ay. 

Those  parts  of 'the  service  ulmh  are  iinde'r  the  dircctidii  and  Cdiilrol  of  the  Board  of  Navy  Commis- 
sioners have  been  economical ly  ami  jmlicidnsly  mana;j;ed.  The  reporls  calleil  for,  from  them,  will  be  feund 
annexed,  marked  G.  In  the  liniMin--,  ei|nipmenl,  and  prcparatidn  dt  enr  vessels  for  sea,  increasing-  skill 
and  economy  are  manifested;  and  alihdngh  liirther  imprdveinents  will  no  doubt  continue  to  be  inad<',  we 
liave  the  satisfactidii  df  b<'lieving  that  we  snller  im  dis-Tace,  when  dur  vessels  are  compared  with  those 
of  the  most  maritime  and  na\-al  natidiis.  Oar  na\y  is  yet  small  in  numbers,  though  w<'  liepe  net  feeble 
in  efficiency.  Inclndinu-  the  vessels  Imilt,  and  luiildiiig,  and  for  which  provision  has  been  made  by  law, 
there  are  twelve  ships  dt  the  line,  twenty  liig-ates,  sixteen  sloops-of-war,  and  four  schooners.  These  are  suffi- 
cient for  the  present  wants  ami  interest  df  the  nation;  and  their  increase,  to  any  great  extent,  will  probably 
not  be  required  i\>v  a  Idii--  peiidil  in  cnir  i'uture  history.  No  condition  of  either  our  commercial  or  political 
relations  will  permit  its  diminution.  No  probable  change  can  demand  a  large  aug-nientatien.  Under 
wise  and  efficient  administiatidu,  our  coasts  and  commercial  interests  may  always  be  pidtected  by  an 
active  force,  not  much,  if  aiiytliin,a:,  beyond  eighteen  ships  of  the  line,  twenty  frigates,  thirty  slueps  and 
smaller  vessels,  and  ten  dr  twelve  steam  butteries.  Our  safety  lies  in  our  peculiar  posilidn,  and  in  having- 
our  small  navy  in  the  most  piifect  state  el'  erticiemy  and  actidn.  It  is  ^ratiryin;^-  td  add,  that  the  best 
hopes  are  afforded  by  its  present  cdnditidii,  and  that  a  -fadual  advance  in  the  imprdvements  now  making 
in  the  erection  of  docks,  and  in  dther  respects,  will  enable  it,  with  certainty,  to  reach  that  state  at  a 
period  not  very  distant. 

The  discipline  in  the  service  has  g-enerally  been  commendable,  during  the  past  year.  In  the  few 
instances  of  a  contrary  character,  the  unfitness  of  the  individual  officers  for  the  service  has  been  exhib- 
ited, rather  than  a  general  relaxation  or  want  of  energy  in  the  wlidle.  The  calls  df  the  navy  on  this 
point,  cdiisist  of  a  law  for  its  organization;  a  law  for  its  government,  cdntainin-;  a  criminal  cede,  as  a 
substitute  for  that  now  in  force;  a  law  establishing  a  naval  schddl ;  and  a  revised  b...|y  dt  rules  and  regu- 
lations. The  three  former  have  been  presented  to  Congress  in  repdrts  encldsin--  the  sul)stuuce  of  bills 
corresponding  with  the  views  of  the  l>epartment;  td  which  rel'erence  is  new  rcipiested.  The  latter  has 
been  prepared,  and,  after  leisure  bn- examinatidn  and  cdrrectidn,  will  be  apprd\cd. 

The  disbursin.g  and  accounting  dfticers  cimnecled  with  this    lieparimi-ni  ha\c    iierfdrmed  their  duties 

in  a  satisfactery  manner;  and,  so  far  as  informatidn   lias   been  iecei\cil,  iheic  has  been  nisapplication 

or  squandeiiii',;-  df  the  public  money.  In  the  settlement  df  the  accennis,  it  dtten  ec,  nis  tliat  dislmising 
officers,  and  .ilhers,  have  claims  resulting  from  the  d.'pieciatidi,  dl  Tivasiuy  iid|,.s  .Inrin-  the  last  war. 
These  claims  generally  arise  fn.in  the  m.tes  havin-  been  placed  in  iheir  hands  as  tnnds  td  he  .lisbiirsed, 
and  having  been  charged  td  them  at  th^ir  miminal  value.  When  called  td  di-lmrse  them,  it  .-didd,  in  many 
cases,  be  done  only  at  a  reibiced  anidiint.  They  were  thus  charued  by  the  ;_;M\-erniiieni  with  diie  sum, 
Avhen,  in  reality,  for  all  purposes  of  paying  claims,  making-  purchases,  A:c.,  they  had  receiveil  aiidther. 
When  their  accounts  have  been  presented  for  settlem-nt,  the  department  has  i  ot  felt  itself  authorized  to 
make  the  allowances  which  the  plainest  evidence  prexed  to  be  just.  They  thus  stand  as  debtors  on  the 
books,  and  have  been,  I  believe,  in  some  instances  published  as  defaulters.  The  records  are  in  this  mode 
encumbered,  accounts  remain  unsettled,  and  iiu-dnveiiicnce  is  er.-ated.  Cdiigress  have  passe.l  acts,  declar- 
ing  that   salaries    or    compenaalidiis    sllduld    lldl     be  withheld   when   the   balances  a-ainst    individuals   were 

caused  solely  by  the  di  preciatidii  df  Treasiirv  iidies;  which  has  eiial>led  thdse  so  siinaiei!  (d  recei\'e  their 
salaries  or  coinp-ensatidiis,  and  thus  far  afforded  relief  tu  them;  buL  it  does  not  relieve  the  accounting 
office  from  the  dilliculty  cr.-ated  by  this  circumstance.  Could  authority  be  given,  in  some  form,  to  adjust 
these  claims,  much  bem.lii  weiild  result. 

The  organizatidii  of  the  disbiusing  department  maybe  considered  good,  except,  perhaps,  in  some 
matters  relating  to  the  pursers,  in  which  a  change  would  be  useful.  These,  depending  principally  on  the 
rules  and  regulations  of  the  navy,  ought  to  be  remedied  when  they  are  revised. 

In  the  active  operations  of  the  naval  force  during  the  year,  there  has  been  much  to  applaud,  and  but 
little  to  give  pain.  Health  has  prevailed,  with  few  exceptions,  and  these  not  of  an  uncommon  character. 
On  this  point,  there  is  very  slight,  if  any  difference,  in  the  several  stations  on  .which  our  vessels  are 
employed. 

Our  squadrons  have  been  kept  on  the  footing  indicated  in  the  last  annual  report.  A  condensed  view 
of  them,  both  for  the  past  and  ensuing  year,  will  be  found  in  paper  B.  They  have  all  acc(nnplishcd  the 
purposes  for  which  they  have  been  maintained. 

In  the  Mediterranean,  piracy,  which  excited  the  fears  of  our  mercantile  fellow-citizens,  and  induced 
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Congress,  at  the  last  session,  to  increase  our  force,  has  been  diminished  by  various  causes.  The  activ- 
ity of  our  vessels;  the  presence  of  fleets  belonging  to  several  of  the  principal  powers  of  Europe;  the 
restraints  of  the  existing  authorities  in  Greece;  and  the  system  of  convoy  which  has  been  pursued,  have 
all  operated  to  this  desirable  result.  Still  there  is  danger  to  be  apprehended,  and  our  squadron  cannot  be 
diminished.  This  danger  does  not  arise  so  much  from  piratical  cruisers,  as  from  vessels  being  becalmed 
in  the  ni^^ht,  near  the  shores  of  some  of  the  small  islands,  from  which  attacks  ai-e  made  in  boats  by  the 
lawless  inhabitants.  Against  this  species  of  attack,  it  is  impracticable,  always,  to  guard  by  any  assiduity 
in  our  naval  ofiScers.  There  is  for  it  but  one  remedy,  that  of  convoy,  which  cannot,  in  every  instance, 
be  afforded,  and  is  not  always  sought  by  our  merchant  vessels,  on  account  of  the  delay  which  it  some- 
times occasions.     In  other  respects,  our  relations  in  that  sea  have  called  for  no  exercise  of  force. 

Peace  has  generally  prevailed  among  the  nations  on  the  western  coast  of  South  America,  and  no 
incident  has  ornirrod  there  worthy  nf  jmrticular  notice.  Our  commerce  is  not  molested  on  the  ocean. 
There  are  no  imMii-  slii|is  t^  iiiti'nii|it  ov  annoy  it.  Should  this  state  of  things  continue,  our  vessels  will 
have  an  opportunity  tn  ixtnid  ilicir  criiiscs  to  those  portions  of  the  Pacific  most  occupied  by  our  merchant 
ships,  and  be  useful  td  thcni  in  their  pursuits.  A  relief  squadron  is  now  in  preparation  for  that  station, 
and  orders  will  be  sent  to  one  of  our  vessels  to  return  by  the  Society  and  Sandwich  Islands  and  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope.  Objects  of  much  interest,  connected  with  our  seamen  and  commerce  at  those  islands,  call 
for  the  frequent  presence  of  a  portion  of  our  armed  force. 

In  the  West  Indies,  no  piracies  have  been  committed.  That  scourge  of  our  commerce  has  been 
entirely  repressed.  Occasional  rumors  of  renewed  acts  of  piracy,  have  created  uneasiness;  but  in  almost, 
if  not  entirely  all  the  cases,  these  rumors  were  founded  on  misrepresentation.  The  annexed  extracts 
from  the  commanding  officer,  mention  some  cases  of  this  kind.*  The  only  unpleasant  occurrences  have 
arisen  from  the  condition  of  things  on  the  land,  and  from  vessels  wearing  an  acknowledged  and  autho- 
rized flag.  The  commanders  of  two  vessels,  under  Mexican  colors,  and  belonging  to  the  Mexican  navy, 
have  used  the  port  of  Key  West  as  a  place  of  rendezvous,  from  which  to  carry  on  their  belligerent  opera- 
tions; and,  in  other  respects,  so  conducted  that  they  were  ordered  to  depart,  and  a  call  was  made  on  one 
of  our  vessels  to  enforce  the  order.     Subsequent  obedience  rendered  actual  force  unnecessary. 

Another  incident  created  some  apprehension  of  injury  to  our  commerce.  In  November,  1827,  the 
commander  of  the  Mexican  naval  forces  issued  a' proclamation  inviting  those  who  were  disposed  to  fit  out 
privateers  to  cruise  against  the  enemies  of  Mexico,  to  apply  to  him  for  commissions;  and  that  every  vessel 
on  board  of  which  might  be  found  effects  of  the  enemy  should  be  conducted  to  Vera  Cruz  for  condemna- 
tion or  acquittal.  Our  commanding  oflicer  promptly  communicated  with  this  government,  and  with  our 
minister  in  Mexico,  and  adopted  efficient  means  to  avoid  the  evil  likely  to  result  from  this  cause.  Fortu- 
nately very  few  commissions  were  issued;  and  the  treaty  subsequently  formed  with  Mexico,  by  adojating 
more  liberal  principles,  relieved  us  from  apprehended  inconvenience. 

The  commanding  officer  of  that  squadron  has  expressed  an  opinion  that  the  reduction  of  the  Spanish 
naval  force  at  Havana,  which  was  said  to  be  in  contemplation,  would  discharge  so- many  seamen  wlio  had 
been  taken  into  service  by  impressment,  and  whose  previous  occupations  had  been  in  many  instances 
those  of  depredation  on  the  water,  that  there  would  be  danger  of  the  revival  of  piracy.  Should  this 
reduction  be  made,  renewed  zeal  must  be  exercised  and  thereby  serious  calamities  prevented. 

The  convulsions,  also,  in  several  of  the  countries  bordering  on  the  gulf,  and  the  want  of  regularly 
organized  governments  in  many  of  the  ports,  offer  so  many  causes  of  apprehension  for  the  safety  of  our 
commerce  and  property  of  our  citizens,  as  to  forbid  any  diminution  of  our  force  or  relaxation  in  their 
exertions. 

The  continuance  of  the  war,  until  very  recently,  between  Brazil  and  Buenos  Ayres,  and  the  system 
adopted  by  the  former  in  sustaining  their  blockades  by  a  force  at  times  inadequate  to  the  object,  and  requir- 
ing bonds  of  those  who  entered  their  ports  that  they  w(  .uld  unt  afterwards  enter  the  ports  of  their  enemy,  have 
given  unceasing  employment  to  our  naval  force  in  the  mi-liliorhood  of  those  nations.  The  commanding  officer 
has  been  in  almost  daily  correspondence  with  the  existing  powers  respecting  our  vessels  and  seamen.  A 
faithful  view  of  this  correspondence  could  not  be  presented  without  transmitting  voluminous  copies  of 
letters.  It  is  believed  to  embrace  everj^  instance  of  injustice,  oppression  and  wrong  to  our  citizens  which 
was  brought  to  his  notice,  and  to  have  been  productive  of  relief  almost  in  every  case  which  was  not  sub- 
mitted to  the  organized  tribunals  of  the  country.  Upon  the  ratification  of  peace  between  those  govern- 
ments, he  returned  home;  a  relief  squadron  being  in  preparation  for  that  station.  The  continuance  of 
our  small  fuire  there,  will  be  necessary;  for,  although  interruption  to  our  commerce  will  not  arise  from  a 
state  (if  war,  the  numbers  who  will  be  thrown  out  of  employment,  both  on  the  land  and  on  the  water, 
will  probably  create  injuries  of  a  different  character. 

The  distance  from  the  United  States  at  which  all  our  vessels  (except  those  in  the  AVest  Indies) 
cruise,  and  the  difficulty  in  transmitting  money  to  them,  induced  the  Department  to  establish  a  credit  in 
London,  so  as  to  enable  the  commanding  officers  to  draw,  either  on  that  city  or  on  the  Department,  as 
should  be  found  most  advantageous.  This  provision  has,  during  the  present  year,  prevented  any  incon- 
venience to  our  squadrons  on  this  point,  and  produced  some  saving  of  the  public  money. 

Both  in  enlisting  and  discharging  seamen,  the  usual  difficulties  have  been  found.  The  ordinary 
length  of  our  cruises  is  three  years;  but  in  consequence  of  the  slow  manner  in  which  they  are  enlisted, 
it  is  impracticable  to  send  a  vessel,  especially  a  large  one,  to  sea,  manned  with  those  who  all  have  three 
years  to  serve.  About  one-fourth  of  all  our  crews,  when  they  leave  the  United  States,  are  bound  to  serve 
from  three  months  to  a  year  less  than  that  period.  The  vessel  must  therefore  be  recalled  before  that  time 
expires,  or  a  portion  of  them  be  entitled  to  their  discharge  before  its  return.  It  is  unpleasant,  both  to 
themselves  and  the  government,  to  give  them  a  discharge  in  a  foreign  country;  but  when  they  are 
entitled  to  it,  our  officers  have  been  instructed  to  give  it,  if  demanded,  and  there  is  an  unwillingness  to 
enter  for  the  remainder  of  the  cruise.  Some  are  always  so  discharged,  and  others  enlisted  in  their  places. 
The  only  remedies  are  either  enlisting  for  a  longer,  or  recalling  our  vessels  in  a  shorter  period.  The 
former  would  violate  the  law;  the  latter  wuuld  create  a  large  expense  to  the  government.  It  is  gratify- 
ing to  state  that  no  serious  evil  has,  as  yet,  resulted  from  this  cause,  although  it  has  sometimes  placed 
our  officers  in  an  unpleasant  situath.n,  ami  sliuuM,  as  far  as  practicable,  be  avoided. 

When  seamen  demand  tluir  disehai-es  aluuad,  and  their  places  are  to  be  supplied,  foreigners  of 
every  nation  are  taken;  and   iiujn  the  inanner    in  which  our  ordinary  enlistments   are  made,  many  such 

•  The  case  of  the  Carraboo,  of  which  roporta  have  recently  been  received,  may  form  an  exception  to  these  remarks. 
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arc  found  ariionp:  nur  crews  at  all  times.  They  arc  a  distinct  class  of  poopl(>  from  those  usefid  citizens 
who  iiavc  s,.H-lit  iinit<M-li.)n  under  ,.ur  inst ilutions,  and  nia.lc  nur  .•„,n,lry  tlirir  home.  Very  few  of  llicm 
havr  th-'ir  iiitcrcsl  lu.-itrd  here,  nr  aiv  hnund  \>>  us  l,y  ..iic  uf  all  llir  ti^s  which  connect  man  with  his 
couiHiy.  Tli.'V  prudur,.  a  lar.^v  pr,  .prnt  im,  ,,r  tl„.  ,,rr,.|,r..s  and  insul.u,  ,lin;,i  j,  ,„  uf  which  we  have  to  cm- 
plain;  and,  when  their  time  expires  abroad,  selduni  return— fur  llieir  li.Mne  is  not  here.  Instrueti.nis 
have  been  given  to  a\uid  iliem  in  enlistments;  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  time  is  not  ilistant,  w  ln'n  \\-ise 
legislative  enactmc  III. ■<  \\ill  raise  up  an  abundance  of  seamen,  ac(juainled  with  ami  aiiached  tn  ihe  ser\iee 
whose  interests  and  hojies  are  centred  in  our  country.  I  have  heretoturc  sulunitted  mv  iileas  on  this 
subject,  and  respectfully  refer  to  them.  Legislative  action  upon  it  is  demanded  by  liigli  and  irnposiu"- 
considerations. 

The  situation  of  all  South  America,  for  several  years  past,  has  offered  temptations  to  some  of  our 
seamen  to  leave  their  countrv  for  a  time,  and  adventure  in  the  service  of  another.  They  have  uinfu'inly 
had  cause  t.i  re-rel  the  f  illv  of  their  enuise.  A  part  ..f  IIkuu  have  lieen  luuiid  l.y  ,,ur  vessels  in  wan"t 
and  distress.  An  unifnrm  .'nurse  ..f  kindness  tn  th.'m  h.is  heen  lu-eserihed  |,,  and  e\ercise,l  by  ,,ur 
officers,  and  many  have  been  rest. .red  t.i  tli.'  .■..uidry,  an.l  will  n..t  be  lik.'ly  a-ain  t..  desert  it. 

A  few  years  since,  many  complaints,  some  of  them  very  unjust,  found  their  way  to  the  public, 
respecting  the  carrying  of  specie  in  our  public  vessels.  The  subject  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
Department,  and  instructions  were  given,  in  1824,  designed  to  correct  any  error  or  misconduct  which 
might  exist  in  the  exercise  nf  th.'  riuld  ailnntt.'.l,  ami  of  the  duty  imposed  by  law  in  that  matter.  It  is 
gratifying  t..  stat.'  that,  .lurin--  tlu'  |.asi  year,  n..  .nmj.laint  on  this  point  has  reached  the  Department, 
and  it  is  believe. 1  that  ill  th.'  f.'w  in-^tan.-.'s  in  whi.-h  -pi'cie  is  now  carried  in  our  public  ships  it  is  equally 
beneficial  t.i  III.'  .■.Miiitry  an.Mair  ami  h'-alii,  ,,ur  ..Ili.-.M-s. 

The  marin.'  .•erp.  r.'mains  in  th.-  .-niKlii  i,  .u  in  which  f  irimu-  repni'ts  represented  it;  and  no  new  sug- 
gestions respe.Min--  its   ..i-aiii/.ati.iii  and   iiil.'r.'st   will   miwl Ili'icd.     The  number  of  our  navy  yards 

and  vessels  in  (■.>niinissi..n  is  s.i  ,e-reat,  Ihat  th.'  ci.i'ps  eann.d  supply  full  guards  for  them.  An  order  was 
therefore  prepared  to  withdraw  those  from  the  navy  yards  at  Philadelphia  and  P.n-tsmouth,  and  substitute 
watchmen.  This  order  has  been  suspended  for  the  present,  but  it  will  probably  be  found  necessary  to 
issue  it  after  a  short  time. 

A  list  of  deaths,  resignations,  and  dismissions  is  added.     (Paper  C.) 

The  usual  estimates  for  the  navy  and  marine  corps  are  enclosed.  (Papers  D,  E  and  F.)  They 
embrace  the  same  number  of  yards,  stations,  vessels,  oflScers  and  men,  as  those  of  last  year,  and  vary 
from  them  in  very  few  particulars.  Explanatory  remarks  on  some  of  the  items  are  added.  In  addition 
to  those  on  the  ninth  item,  it  may  be  proper  to  suggest  that  the  original  estimates,  for  the  number  of 
vessels  named  in  the  law  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  navy,  were  made  at  a  time  when  less  accurate 
knowledge  was  possessed  of  the  actual  cost  of  the  vessels  than  subsequent  experience  has  afforded; 
that  from  the  manner  in  which  our  navy  yards  were  arranged,  it  was  not  praeti.able  to  keep  separate 
the  materials  procured  for  different  objects,  so  as  always  to  prevent  the  incorre.i  ns.>  ..f  ih.in;  that  the 
wants  of  the  service  often  demanded  the  use  of  materials  on  hand,  (for  whatever  jinrp.is.'  pmcured,)  to 
fit  vessels  for  sea,  and  avoid  an  extravagant  waste  of  public  money  by  their  detention;  and  that  these 
materials  could  not  always  be  promptly  and  accurately  replaced.  These  inconveniences,  it  is  confidently 
believed,  may  hereafter  be  entirely  avoided,  under  the  plans  now  in  existence  and  the  system  which  is 
in  operation. 

The  amount  of  pay  estimated  is  greater  than  it  was  last  year,  which  arises  from  the  laws  increasing 
the  pay  of  lieutenants,  surgeons  and  surgeons'  mates,  and  from  the  number  of  passed  midshipmen. 
These  classes  of  ofScers  are  the  most  numerous,  and  a  small  addition  to  their  pay  necessarily  swells  the 
estimate  more  than  a  like  increase  to  the  other  grades  would  do.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that 
these  laws,  just  in  themselves,  and  meeting,  as  they  did,  the  approbation  of  a  large  majority  of  Congress, 
have  created  an  inequality  which  ought  to  be  remedied.  The  pay  of  the  oldest  captain  in  the  service, 
while  in  command  of  the  largest  squadron,  is  but  $2,660;  of  a  captain  in  command  of  a  frigate,  but 
$1,930;  while  the  surgeon  of  a  squadron,  of  twenty  years'  standing,  receives  ?-2,l-2(i;  ami  ..f  ten  years 
$2,300.  The  j-oungest  lieutenant  receives,  within  a  few  dollars,  as  much  as  a  mast.r  .■nmnmndant;  a 
surgeon  of  ten  years  more.  Other  inequalities,  not  less  striking,  will  be  perceived  .>n  an  examination  of  the 
law.  This  advanced  pay  of  the  inferior  ranks,  though  not  complained  of  by  others,  cannot  fail  to 
produce  unpleasant  and  painful  feelings.  It  violates  the  only  true  principles  upon  which  compensation 
is  made  to  public  officers — that  it  should  be  graduated  by  length  of  service,  rank  and  responsibilitj'.  A 
proportionate  addition  t.i  the  pay  .if  the  other  grades  would  increase  the  amount  of  the  appropriations 
much  less  than  it  was  imi-.'ase.l  by  th.'se  laws,  and  is  called  for  by  justice  and  propriety.  In  no  nation, 
not  even  in  our  own,  has  th.'  pay  nf  any  officers,  civil  or  military,  been  so  low  as  that  of  some  of  the 
grades  in  our  navy.  It  is  unequal  to  their  services  and  responsibilities.  No  officer  can  support  his 
family  at  home  and  maintain  himself  upon  it,  without  involving  himself  in  difficulty;  to  avoid  which  there 
is  a  strong  temptation  to  seek  stations  on  land. 

The  form  of  the  estimates  in  one  respect  is  calculated  to  lead  into  error,  and  has  heretofore  produced 
some  complaint.  Thej'  embrace  the  least  number  of  officers  actually  at  sea  and  engaged  at  the  yards,  &c., 
and  all  others  are  stated  to  be  waiting  orders  or  on  furlough.  It  is  hence  inferred  that  large  numbers 
of  them  are  idle  and  unoccupied.  Such  is  not  the  fact.  It  almost  always  happens  that  more  are 
necessarily  employed  than  are  stated  in  the  estimates,  even  in  our  vessels  at  sea;  the  lowest  possible 
number  being  named.  Th.'  it. 'in  Inr  tli.>s.>  waitin--  ..r.l.rs  an.l  on  furlough  embrae.'s  all  wlm  are  not  at 
sea  and  at  tile  navy  yar.ls;  all  th.-  si.-k;  tli.is,>  win.  hav.'  r.^iuiiii'd  from  cruises  .if  .me,  tw.i  ..r  three  years' 
duration;  those  who' have  sh.irt  h.'av.'s  ni'  abs.ui.'e  t.i  att.uid  to  important  private  business;  those  who 
are  preparing  for  active  service  at  sea;  those  at  the  naval  schools,  and  those  preparing  f.n-  and  attending- 
examinations;  of  which  last  number  there  are  at  this  moment  about  seventy.  It  will,  on  inquiry,  be 
found  that  in  no  service  are  there  fewer  officers  who  may  be  termed  idle  and  unoccupied. 

In  cl.ising  this  repnrt,  I  lieg  leave  again  respectfully  to  call  your  attention  to  views  heretofore 
presente.1,  .m  si'\eral  tnpi.s  nf  .1.m']i  and  increasing  interest  to  the  navy.  A  survey  of  the  coast;  an 
organizati.m  bntli  nf  th.'  navy  an.l  marine  corps;  a  criminal  code;  an  increase  of  rank;  a  naval  school; 
a  change  in  the  form,  nut  the"  substance,  of  the  appropriation;  a  suitable  provision  for  naval  hospitals;  a 
passage  across  the  isthmus  to  the  Pacific;  a  system  for  forming  and  educating  American  seamen  sufficient 
for  our  wants,  are  all  subjects  which  hourly  augment  in  importance.  They  have  been  so  repeatedly 
presented    by   this  Department,    that   it   is  feared  a  repetition  of  the  considerations   by  which   their 
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importance  is  .sustained,  might  induce  a  charge  of  urgency  unbecomnig  the  nature  of  this  report  But  the 
gTatei  part  of  them  are  so  essential  to  the  naval  service,  thata  sous.m.I  duty  nnpels  me  once  more  to  suggest 
fhem  and  I  must  seek  in  the  conviction  which  I  have  of  thru-  va  u.  a„  apology  for  the  repetition 
They  embrace  interests  much  too  dear  not  to  he  urged,  even  tu  th-  v.ige  of  importumty.  Prudent 
regulations  on  those  subjects  would  advance  everything  that  is  precious  in  our  naval  establishment. 
Our  navv  durin-  the  short  period  of  its  existence,  has  rendered  incalculable  service  to  the  defence, 
BrosDeritv  and  glory  of  the  nation,  and  never  fails  to  find  its  place  in  our  fondest  anticipations  of  the 
future.      It  deserves  to   be  sustained,   by  devoted  attention  to  its  wants,  by  wise  laws  and    liberal 

'P^XpSuily  submitted.  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 


A  <<tatpment  of  the  expenditures  under  the  appropriation  for  "  the  prohibition  of  the  slave  trade,"  since  the  1st 
of  December,  IS21. 

1827. 

Dec.      18.  John  W.  Peace — Salary  as  principal  agent,  for  the  month  of  March,  1857 $133  33 

'l828.  , 

Jan       29    Frederick  Lewis — Compensation  as  assistant  to  the  U.  S.  agent  for  recaptured 

Africans,  from  11th  June  to  the  18th  of  December,  1827,  six  months   and 

eight  days,  at  $400  per  annum ,    $208  89 

Traveling  expenses,  and  expenses  on  shore 8.5  00 

Feb.      11.  Miles  King,  navy  agent — Gunpowder,  &c .^ 25  12 

March  14.  John  Hodges — Balance  due  for  wages  as  boat  builder,  from  17th  February  to 

18th  August,  1826,  at  $75  per  month $323  17 

Camwood  and  trade  goods 178  05 

501  22 

April     14.  J.   M.  Berrien,  proctor  for  J.  Jackson,  commander  of  revenue  cutter — Bounty 
allowed  by  act  of  Congress  of  3d  March,  1819,  on  54  Africans  imported  in 

the  Ramirez,  at  $25  each 1 5  350  00 

May        5.  Baring,  Brothers  &  Co. — Commission  on  drafts  at  2^  per  cent 303  61 

May      26.  John  \V.  Peace — Salary   as  principal  agent,  from  1st  April  to  24th 

May,1827 $240  00 

Passage  from  Monrovia  to  Holmes'  Hole,  1826 100  00 

Traveling  from  Philadelphia  to  Washington  and  back,  in  November, 

1826 41  10 

381   10 

June  2.  T.  Livingston,  formerly  marshal  of  Alabama — Maintenance  of  fifty- 
five  Africans,  (captured  in  the  Constitution,  Marino,  and  Louisa, 
in  1818,)  from  27th  February,  1821,  to  1st  January,  1824,  57,- 

090  days,  at  15  cents  per  day $8,563  50 

Deduct  received  for  hire 3,627  15 

$4,936  35 

Allowance  for  medicine,  clothing,  blankets,  and  hire  of  guard 3,072  85 

8,009  20 

June      17.  George  P.  Todson — Compensation  from  11th  June,  1827,  to  14th  April,  1828,  ten 

months  and  four  days,  at  $1,600  per  annum $1 ,351   11 

Traveling  from  Washington  to  Norfolk,  in  June,  1827 34  35 

. 1,385  46 

July        5.  Miles  King,  navy  agent — Shingles 89  12 

August  2.  Miles  King,  navy  agent— Freight  of  1,337  barrels  flour,  at  $1.50 $2,004  50 

Passage  of  129  grown  persons,  including  provisions,  at  $28  each. . .     3,612  00 

Passage  of  14,  under  10  years,  at  $14 196  00 

Passage  of  Dr.  Todsen  out  and  home 200  00 

Passage  of  assistant 100  00 

Thirty  days'  demurrage,  at  $20 600  00 

Sept.       6.  Freight  to  Liberia 200  00 

Sept.     17.  James  Laurie — Medical  services  rendered  by  Lott  Carey  to  liberated  Africans  at 

Liberia,  for  3  years,  up  to  April,  1826,  at  $50  per  year 150  00 

Nov.        5.  George  P.  Todson — Allowance  for  stores  and  expenses  on  the  voyage  to  Africa.  200  00 

Nov.      11.  Richard  Randall,  principal  agent — Medicine  and  instruments $150  00 

Stationery 20  00 

170  00 


$19,904  55 

T.  WATKINS. 

,' Dep.vrtmevt,  Foinih  Auditor's  Office,  Nov.  26,  1828. 
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B. 

Lid  of  ve^t^eh  of  the  United  States  navi/,  in  eommi>i!<ion  during  the  year  1828. 

MEDITERRANEAN   STATION. 

Delaware,   74  g-uns Commodore  W.  M.  Crane,  since  March. 

Java,  44  guns Captain  J.  Downes,  the  whole  year. 

Constitution,  44   guns Captain  D.  T.Patterson,  arrived  at  Boston  about  the   1st 

July- 
Lexington,  18  guns Master  Commandant  Hunter,  the  whole  year. 

Warren,  18  guns Master  Commandant  Kearny,  the  wljoleVear. 

Fairfield,  18  guns Master    Commandant   Parker,    sailed   IVuiu    New   York    in 

August. 

Porpoise,  12   guns Lieutenant  J.  H.  Bell,  the  whole  year. 

The  squadron  will  remain  tiie  same  during  the  next  year,  with  the  exception  of  the  Constitution. 

PACIFIC    ST.iTION. 

Brandywine,  44   guns Commodore  J.  Jones,  the  whole  year. 

Vincennes,  18  guns i\Iaster  Commandant  Finch,  the  whole  j^ear. 

Dolphin,  12  guns Master  Commandant  Rousseau,  the  whole  year. 

During  the  next  year  the  squadron  will  consist  of  the — 

Guerriere,  44  guns Captain  C.  C.  B.  Thompson. 

St.  Louis,  18  guns Master  Commandant  Sloat. 

Dolphin,  12  guns Lieutenant  Zantzinger. 

BRAZIL    ST.\TI0X. 

Macedonian,  36  guns Commodore  J.  Biddle,  arrived  at  Norfolk  in  October. 

Boston,  18  guns Master  Commandant  llofi'inan,  will  return  early  in  tiie  spring. 

The  squadron  next  j^ear  will  consist  of  the — 

Hudson,  44  guns Commodore  J.  0.  Creighton. 

Vandalia,  18  guns Master  Commandant  Gallagher. 

WEST    INDIA    STATION. 

Commodore  Charles  G.  Ridgely. 

Natchez,  18  guns Master  Commandant  Budd,  the  whole  j'ear. 

Erie,  18  guns Master  Commandant  Turner,  the  whole  year. 

Hornet,  18  guns Master  Commandant  Claxton,  the  whole  year. 

Falmouth,  18  guns Master  Commandant  Morgan,  sailed  in  March. 

Grampus,  12  guns Lieutenant  Latimer,  the  whole  year. 

Shark,  12  guns Lieutenant  Adams,  has  lately  sailed  for  the  coast  of  Africa, 

and  thence  to  the  West  Indies. 

The  squadron  will  remain  nearly  or  quite  the  same  during  next  year. 

EXPLORING    EXPEDITION. 

Peacock,  18  guns Master  Commandant  Jones. 


List  of  deaths  in  the  navij  of  the  United  States,  since  the  1st  December,  1821. 


Name  and  rank. 


Robert  Henley  . 


MASTER  COMMANDANT. 

Benjamin  W.  Booth 


LIEUTENANTS. 

Frederick  W.  Smith 

William  M.  Robins 

Geo.  B.  McCulloh 

Allen  Griffin 


SURGEONS. 

A.  M.  Montgomery. . , . 
Samuel  R.  Marshall  ... 
Benjamin  P.  Kissam  . . , 


October  1,  1828  . 


July  26,  1828. 


June  4,  1828 

May  18,  1828 

December  31,  1827  . 
September  18,  1828. 


January  3,  182i 
May  20,  1828  . 
October  6,  182S 


surgeons'  m.\tes. 

Henry  C.  Pratt March  10,  1828  . 

Charles  Wayne August  19,  1828 . . 


Consumption  . 


Charleston,  S.  C. 


New  York. 
Baltimore. 
Mediterranean. 
Baltimore. 


New  York. 

do 
Portsmouth,  N.  H. 


At  sea. 

Cole's  Ferry,  Va. 
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Name  and  rank. 


prRSERS, 

John  B.  Timlierlake  . 
Natlianicl  Lyde 


John  Cook  . 


midshipme: 
Frederick  Rodgers . . , 
William  J.  Slidell..., 
Robert  M.  Harrison  . 

Henry  K.  Mower 

Quinton  Ratclifle 

Bushrod  W.  Turner  . 
Terrill  M.  Crenshaw . , 
John  Fisher 


SATLINGM.iSTERS. 

Biscoe  S.  Doxey 

Peter  Carson 

D.  S.  Stell wag-en 


BOATSWAINS. 

James  Thayer 

David  Vestlery    


CARPENTER. 

Henry  Whittington  . . . 


NAVY    AGENT. 

Enoch  G.  Parrott 


C. — Lid  of  deaths — Continued. 


April  2,  1828  . . 
July  7,  1828... 


August  21,  1828  . 
April  5,  1828  .... 


do 
do 
do 


October  1,  1828 

September  30,  1828. 
October  2,  1828.... 
November  11,  1828  . 


May  20,  1828. 


January  9,  1828  . . , 
November  6,  1828. 


January  28,  1828... 
June  15,1828 


Fall  from  a  gig . , 


Drowned  . 
do  . 
do       . 


Yellow  feve: 
do 
do 


Consumption  , 
Dropsy  


Mahon. 
Portsmouth,  N.  H. 


Mediterranean. 
Baltimore. 
West  Indies. 


Baltimore. 

Norfolk. 

Philadelphia. 


Norfolk, 
do 


Portsmouth,  Va. 
Portsmouth,  N.  H. 


Navy  Department,  December  1,  1828. 

List  of  resignations  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  since  the  Ut  December,  1827. 
lieutenants. 

Henry  C.  Newton April  29,   1828. 

Archibald  R.  Bogardus October      21,  1828. 

Edgar  Freeman^ November  U,   1828. 

surgeon. 
W.  W.  Buchanan December     8,  1827. 

CHAPLAINS. 

James  Brooks January        7,   1828. 

John  Addison February    25,   1828. 


Levi  M.  Harby December 

Thomas  S.  Wayne December 

James  W.  M.  Jenkins January 

John  W.  Hunt,  jr January 

Charles  W.  Gay April 

John  W.  Palmer Aprd 

Robert  J.  Livingston April 

Joseph  Cohen ^i'^J 

James  B.  Sullivan ^^ay 

Robert  H.  Nichols April 

Henry  Amelung May 

John  B.  Muse Ju"e 

Houghton  B.  Robinson J"iie  4, 

Samuel  N.  Green July  9, 

Samuel  Penhallow September   6, 

Allen  Asher November    1, 

Francis  Stone November  27, 


4, 

1827. 

18, 

1827. 

22, 

1828. 

25, 

1828. 

11, 

1828. 

15, 

1828 

30, 

1828 

1, 

1828 

10, 

1828 

1, 

1828 

21, 

1828 

3, 

1828 

carpenter. 


Charles  P.  Smith 

Navy  Department,  December  1,  1828. 


December     4,  1827. 
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List  of  dismissions  from  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  sitwe  1st  Deeemher,  1821. 

MASTER    COMMAXnAXT. 

William  Carter Decenilier     5    1 8''1 

LIEUTF.NAXT. 

William  Foster December  21,   1827. 

JUnSIIIPMEX. 

Charles  B.  Childs ^^f.^^  j     19,^9, 

William  S.  J.  Wasliino'ton \\.,\,  /   io.id' 

TX      I      -KT     ir  •  '''<'j  i,     loZO. 

H.  A.  JN.  Morns T»fw>,..,,i„.,.  oo    i  coq 

Geo.  B.  Wmg-erd November    G,   1828. 

LIEUTEXANT    OF    MARIXES. 

William  A.  Randolph October      It,   1828. 

Navy  Departiiext,  December  1,  1828. 


D. 

General  estimate. 


There  will  be  required  for  the  navy,  during  the  year  1829,  three  millions  six  thousand  two  hundred 
and  seventy-seven  dollars  and  forty-nine  cents,  in  addition  to  the  unexpended  balances  that  may  remain 
on  hand  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1829. 

1.  For  pay  and  subsistence  of  officers,  and  pay  of  seamen,  other  than  those  at  navy  yards, 

shore  stations,  and  in  ordinary $1,21 2,. 592  07 

Less  this  sum  appropriated  by  act  of  Congress,  of  24th  May,  1828. .  294,078  00 

$918,514  07 

2.  For  pay,  subsistence,  and  allowances  of  ofiBcers,  and  pay  of  seamen  at  navy  yards, 

shore  stations,  hospitals,  and  in  ordinary $209, 191  67 

Less  this  sum  appropriated  by  act  of  Congress,  of  24th  May,  1828. .  46,258  00 

162,933  67 

3.  For  pay  of  superintendents,  naval  constructor,  and  all  the  civil  establishment  at  the 

several  navy  yards  and  stations $59 ,  552  50 

Less  this  sum  appropriated  by  act  of  Congress,  of  24th  May,  1828. .  14,775  00 

44,777  50 

4.  For  provisions ...        $450,551  87 

Less  this  sum  appropriated  by  act  of  Congress,  of  24th  May,  1828. .  126,250  00 

324,301   87 

5.  For  repairs   of  vessels  in  ordinary,   and  for  wear  and  tear  of  vessels  in  commis- 

sion         $550,000  00 

Less  this  sum  appropriated  by  act  of  Congress,  of  24th  May,  1828.  .  118,750  00 

431,250  00 

6..  For  medicines,  surgical  instruments,  and  hospital  stores $27,000  00 

Less  this  sum  appropriated  by  act  of  Congress,  of  24th  May,  1828. .  6,750  00 

20,250  00 

1.  For  ordnance  and  ordnance   stores $50,000  00 

Less  this  sum  appropriated  by  act  of  Congress,  of  24th  May,  1828.  .  12,500  00 

37,500  00 

8.  For  repairs  and  improvements  at  navy  yards $429,291  00 

Less  this  sum  appropriated  by  act  of  Congress,  of  24th  May,  1828. .  26,250  00 

403,041  00 

9.  For  arrearages  prior  to  1st  January,  1829 $468, 709  38 

Less  this  sum  appropriated  by  act  of  Congress,  of  24th  May,  1828.  .  3,750  00 

464,959  38 

10.  For  defraying  the  expenses  that  may  accrue  during  the  year  1829,  for  the  following- 
purposes,  viz: 

For  freight  and  transportation  of  materials  and  stores  of  every  description;  for 
wharfage  and  dockage,  stores  and  rent;  traveling  expenses  of  officers  and  trans- 
portation of  seamen;  house  rent,  chamber  money,  and  fuel,  and  candles  to  officers 
other  than  those  attached  to  navy  yards  and  stations;  and  for  officers  in  sick 
quarters  where  there  is  no  hospital,  and  for  funeral  expenses;  for  commissions, 
clerk  hire,  office  rent,  stationery,  and  fuel  to  navy  agents;  for  premiums  and  inci- 
dental expenses  of  recruiting;  for  apprehending  deserters;  for  compensation  to 
judge  advocates;  for  per  diem  allowance  for  persons  attending  courts-martial  and 
courts  of  inquiry,  and  to  officers  engaged  on  extra  service  beyond  the  limits  of 
their  stations;  for  printing  and  for  stationery  of  every  description,  and  for  books, 
maps,  charts,  nautical  and  mathematical  instruments,  chronometers,  models  and 
drawings;  for  purchase  and  repair  of  steam  and  fire  engines,  and  for  machinery; 
for  purchase  and  maintenance  of  oxen  and  horses,  and  for  carts,  wheels,  and 
workmen's  tools  of  every  description;  for  postage  of  letters  on  public  service;  for 
pilotage;  for  cabin  furniture  of  vessels  in  commission,  and  furniture  for  officers' 
houses  at  navy  yards;  for  taxes  on  navy  yard  and  public  property;  for  assistance 
rendered  to  persons  in  distress;  for  incidental  labor  at  navy  yards,  not  applicable 
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to  any  other  appropriation;  for  coal  and  other  fuel  for  forges,  foundries  and  steam 
engines;  for  candles,  oil,  and  fuel  for  vessels  in  commission  and  in  ordinary;  for 
repairs  of  magazines  and  powder  houses;  for  preparing  moulds  for  ships  to  be 

built  and  for  no  other  object  or  purpose  whatever $255 ,  000  00 

Less  this  sum  appropriated  by  act  of  Congress,  of  24th  May,  1828. .  60,000  00 

11.  For  contingent  expenses  for  objects  arising  in  the  year  1829,  and  not  hereinbefore 

enumerated $5,000  00 

Less  tins  sum  appropriated  by  act  of  Congress,  of  24th  May,  1828.  .  1,2^0  00 

3,150  00 

T^.tal 83,006,277  49 


Estimate  of  the  pay  and  subsistenGe  of  all  persons  of  the  navy,  attached  to  vessels  in  commis 
year  1829. 


m,  for  the 


Number  of  vessels  in  each  clas 


Captains    

Masters  commandant . . . 
Lieutenants  commanding- 
Lieutenants  

Masters 

Pursers 

Surgeons  of  the  fleet  . . . 

Surgeons  

Surgeons'  mates 

Chaplains 

Midshipmen 

Secretaries   

Schoolmastei-s 

Clerks  

Boatswains 

Gunners 

Carpenters 

Sailmakers    

Boatswains'  mates 

Gunners'  mates 

Carpenters'  mates 

Sailmakers'  mates  

Quartermasters 

Quartergunners   

Yeomen 

Captains'  stewards 

Captains'  cooks 

Coopers  

Armorers 

Armorers'  mates 

Masters-at-arms 

Ships'  corporals 

Cooks  

Masters  of  the  bands  . . 

Musicians,  1st  class  . . . 

Musicians,  2d  class .... 

Seamen    

Ordinary  seamen 

Landsmen  

Boys 


Frig- 
ates. 


First 
class. 


Sloops. 


First 
class. 


Second 
cl; 


For  two  frigates,  first  class,  for  three  months,  as  relief  shipi 


Add   this  sum  for  pay,  &c.,  of  lieutenants,  allowed  by  act  of  May  24,  1828,  to 
December  31 


For   additional   pay  to   fifty  passed   midshipmen,  (whose   pay  as  midshipmen  is 
included  in  the  preceding  estimate, )  at  $6  per  month  and  one  ration  per  day  . . 


20 
122 
152 

58 
22 


1,035 
525 
312 
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Estimate  of  the  jimj,  7-atkms,  and  all  other  allovances  of  officer?;  t 
the  year  1829. 

PORtSMOUTHj    N.  H. 


nd  otJier.-^,  at  the  navy  yards  and  stations,  for 


1 

1 
>> 

1 

0  c" 
?=  5 

0 

1 

"S 

1 

Amount  of  pay, 
rations,    and 
allowances 
per  annum. 

Yard. 

1 
1 
1 
1 

$100 
60 
50 
50 
40 
CO 
40 
19 
20 
20 
18 

50 
19 
12 
10 

16 
5 
4 
4 
2 
4 
2 
1 
2 
2 
1 

4 

1 

} 

$300 

65 
40 
20 

30 
20 
20 

3 

1 

$3,466  15 

2,010  15 

1,292  25 

965  00 

; 

200 
200 
200 



..... 

20 
20 
20 

"12 

12 

12 
20 
12 

"9 

9 

1 
1 
1 

..... 

1 

1,141   15 

1,612  25 

1,141   15 

951   15 

^  '*!'^.'~| 

Purser   

Alidshipnieu 

1 

3 

1 
1 
1 

1 
1 

\ 

1 
1 

1 
1 

1 
1 

051   15 

651    15 

Steward           

301   25 

Ordinary. 

$14,199  00 

$965  00 
319  25 

941   00 

1   "61  50 

Civil  dejMrtment. 

$3,492  15 

$1,100  00 
300  00 

Clerk  to  commandant,  to  do  duty 

500  00 

600  00 

2,000  00 

25 

300  00 

$5,400  00 

Total        

$23,091   15 

Yard. 

Captain 

Master  commandant  . 

Lieutenant  

Lieutenant 

>[aster  

Master   

Surgeon  

Surgeon's  mate 

Pur^ 


Chaplain 

Midshipmen  . 
Boatswain  . . 

Gunner 

Steward 


Ordinary. 

Lieutenant 

Master  

Carpenter 

Carpenter's  mate  .... 
Boatswain's  mate  . . . 

Able  seamen 

Ordinary  seamen. . .  . 


6 
5 
4 

65 
40 
20 

30 
20 
20 

3 

1 

2 
9 

20 

12 

1 

4 

2 
2 

$145 
200 
250 

20 
16 
20 
12 

20 
14 
12 
9 

1 
1 

..... 
..... 

2 
2 
■\ 

90 

12 
12 

9 
9 

1 
1 

0 

2 
1 

12 

9 

1 

1 

1 

$3,466 

15 

1,110 

15 

1,292 

25 

965 

00 

941 

15 

662 

50 

1,412 

25 

950 

15 

1,141 

15 

1,141 

15 

1,211 

00 

141 

15 

651 

15 

301 

25 

$16,663 

25 

$965 

00 

662 

50 

651 

15 

319 

25 

319 

25 

3,293  50 

5,492 

50 

$11,103 

15 
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rations — Continued. 

3 

4 

Oh 

1 
Ph 

u 

§ 

a 
1 

CO 
■€©. 

1 

Amount  of  pay, 
rations,    and 
allowances 
per  annum. 

Ilo^^pital 

1 
1 
1 

2 
2 
1 

1 

1 
1 
I 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

$60 
30 
18 
10 
8 
12 

4 

$200 
145 

20 
16 

20 
14 

1 

1 

$1,612  25 

950  75 

307  25 

Nurses 

Wishers                          

422  50 

374  50 

Cook 

235  25 

Civil  department. 

$3,902  50 

$1,700  00 

450  00 

900  00 

750  00 

30 

360  00 

2,300  00 

420  00 

Inspector  and  meas.  of  timber   . 

900  00 

25 

300  00 

$8,080  00 

Total 

$40,349  50 

Yard. 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
4 
6 

1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

F 

$100 
60 
50 
50 
40 
70 
40 
40 
20 
20 
18 

50 
40 
20 
12 
10 

60 
35 
18 
10 
8 
10 

HILADEL 

16 
5 

4 
2 
2 
1 
1 

4 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 

$600 
300 
200 

65 
40 
20 

30 
20 
20 

3 

2 
1 

Master 

200 
200 
200 
250 
90 
90 

20 
20 
20 
12 
12 
12 

12 
20 
12 

I 

9 

1 
1 
1 

Surgeon  

Purser    

1 

I 

Gunner 

1 

Steward 

Ordinary. 

Master 

90 

12 

9 

Able  seamen 

Ordinary  seamen 

Hospital. 

200 
145 

20 
16 

20 
14 

1 

. 

Steward 

Nui'ses 

Washers 

Cook 

Civil  department. 
Storeketpar 

Clerk  to  storekeeper 

Clerk  to  yard 

Clerk  to  commandant 

Master  builder 

Clerk  to  master  builder 

25 

Inspector  and  meas.  of  timber.  . 

Porter 

25 

Total 

1 

$4 

,066 

75 

2 

010 

75 

1 

492 

25 

965 

00 

1 

141 

75 

1 

732  25 

1 

141 

75 

1 

,141 

75 

741 

75 

741 

75 

307 

75 

$15,483  50 

$965 

00 

662 

50 

741 

75 

941 

00 

1 

,267 

50 

$4 

,577 

75 

$1 

,612 

25 

1 

,102 

00 

307 

25 

422 

50 

374 

50 

211 

25 

$4 

,029 

75 

$1 

,200 

00 

300 

00 

600 

00 

750 

00 

2 

,000 

00 

300 

00 

700 

00 

300 

00 

$6 

,150 

00 

$30 

,241 

00 

1828.] 
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XEW    YORK. 


1 

0^ 

1 
§ 

"S  E 

0 

't  ^ 

0 

■s  = 

1 

0 

Amount  of  paj', 
rations,    and 
allowances 
per  annum. 

Yard. 
Captain 

1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
4 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 

2 
U 
26 

1 
1 

1 
2 

2 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

$100 
60 
50 
50 
40 
40 
60 
30 
40 
40 
40 
40 
19 
20 
20 
18 

50 
40 
20 
19 
19 
12 
10 

60 
30 
18 
10 
8 
12 

16 
5 
4 
4 

4 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
2 
2 
1 

4 

2 

4 

2 
1 
1 

1 
1 

$300 
200 

*200 

"200 
145 
200 
250 
90 

65 
40 
20 

20 

'"26 
16 
20 
12 
12 

30 
20 
20 

'"'12 

20 
14 
12 
9 
9 

1 

3  ' 

2  I 

1    

"1   i 

$3,4i;G  75 
2,010  75 

1,492  25 

965  00 

1,141   75 

Master 

Surgx'on 

..... 
1 

..... 

1 
1 

662  50 

1,612  25 

950  75 

1,141   75 

1,141   75 

Teacher  of  mathematics 

981   75 
6r,2  50 

Midshipmen    

1,277  00 

Boatswain           

90 
90 

12 
12 

9 
9 

1 
1 

741   75 

741   75 

307  25 

Ordinary. 

$19,297  50 

$965  00 

662  50 

90 

12 

9 

1 

741   75 

638  50 

638  50 

3,293  50 

5,492  50 

200 
145 

20 
16 

20 
14 

1 

1 

Hospital. 

$12,432  25 

$1,612  25 

950  75 

307  25 

422  50 

\Vashers          

374  50 

Cook                               

235  25 

Civil  department. 

$3,902  50 

$1,700  00 

450  00 

Clerk  to  yard         

1 

900  00 

'"so 

750  00 

360  00 

2,300  00 

420  00 

Inspector  and  meas.  of  timber. . 
Porter 

""'25 

900  00 
300  00 

$8,080  00 

Total 

$43,712  25 

WASHIXGTOX. 


Yard. 
Captain    

Master  commandant  . 

Lieutenant  

Lieutenant  

Ma; 


Master,  in  charge  of  ordnance  . 

Chaplain 

Purser 

Boatswain 

Gunner,  as  laboratory  officer .  . 


1 

$100 

75 
50 
50 
40 
40 
40 
40 
20 
20 

16 
6 
4 

4 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2 

65 
40 
20 

30 
20 
20 

3 
2 

1 

20 

12 

1 

$250 
200 
90 
90 

12 

20 
12 
12 

9 
12 
9 
9 



1 

1 
..... 

1 
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Yard. 

Captain   

Master  commandant  ... 

Lieutenant  

Lieutenant , 

Master 

Master 

Surgeon  

Surgeon's  mate 

Purser 

Chaplain 

Teacher  of  mathematics 

Midshipmen 

Boatswain 

Gunner 

Steward 


1 

la 

to    P 

c5 

Is- 
^  2 

> 

1 
> 

1 

Amount  of  pay, 
rations,    and 
allowances 
per  annum. 

Gunner,  keeper  of  magazine  . .  . 
Steward 

1 
1 

1 
1 
2 
1 
6 
8 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

$20 

18 

50 
40 
19 
19 
12 
10 

70 
30 
18 
10 
8 
10 

2 
1 

4 

2 
1 
1 
1 
1 

4 

2 

1 
1 
1 
1 

$90 

12 

9 

1 

ST4I  75 
307  25 

Ordinary. 

$14,126  25 

$965  00 

662  50 

638  50 

319  25 

1,411  50 

1,690  00 

200 
145 

20 
16 

20 
14 

1 

1 

Hoqyital. 

$5,686  75 

$1,732  25 

950  75 

307  25 

211   25 

Washer 

187  25 

211  25 

Civil  department. 
Storekeeper 

$3,600  00 

$1,700  00 
450  00 

900  00 

1,000  00 

480  00 

2,300  00 

Clerk  to  master  builder 

Inspector  andmeas.  of  timber. . 
Master  chain  cable  and  caboose 

420  00 

900  00 

1,500  00 

600  00 

782  50 

Assistant  master  builder 

1,500  00 

1,200  00 

25 

300  00 

$14,032  50 

Total 

$37,445  50 

$300 
200 

65 
40 
20 

30 
20 
20 

3 

2 

1 

200 

20 

12 

1 

200 
145 
200 
250 
90 

20 
16 
20 
12 
12 

20 
14 
12 
9 
9 

1 
..... 



1 
..... 

1 

90 
90 

12 

12 

9 
9 

1 

1 

$3 

,466 

75 

,010 

75 

1 

,492 

25 

965 

00 

1 

,141 

75 

662 

50 

1 

,612  25 

1 

,253 

25 

1 

,141 

75 

1 

,141 

75 

981 

75 

1 

,277 

00 

741 

75 

741 

75 

307 

25 

$18 

,937 

50 
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i 

s 

3 

1 

i 

m    5 

c  S 

■€©. 

s 

Amount  of  pay, 
rations,    and 
allowances 
per  annum. 

Ordinar,,. 

1 
1 
1 

2 

20 
30 

1 

1 
1 

2 
2 
1 

1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

$50 
40 
20 
19 
19 
12 
10 

60 
30 

18 

'I 

12 

4 

$965  00 
6()2  50 

2 
2 
1 

1 
1 
1 

4 
2 
1 
1 
I 
1 

$90 

12 

9 

1 

741   15 

038  25 

Boatswain's  mate 

638  25 

4,105  00 

6,331  50 

200 
145 

20 
16 

20 
14 

1 

..... 

Suro-eon                   

$14,688   25 

$1,612  25 

950  15 

301  25 

Nurses 

422  50 

Washers 

314  50 

Cook                

235  25 

Civil  deparlment. 

$3,902  50 

$1,100  00 

450  00 

900  00 

150  00 

Clerk  to  conmiandaut 

30 

360  00 

Master  Iniildcr 



2,300  00 

Clerk  to  master  builder 

35 

420  00 

Inspector  and  nieas.  of  timber.  . 

1,050  00 

480  00 

Porter          

25 

300  00 

$8,110  00 

Total 

$46,238  25 

' 

Captain  . .  . . 
Master  comm 
Lieutenant  . . 
Lieutenant. .  . 

Master 

Surgeon  . . . . 
Surgeon's  ma 

Purser 

Midshipmen  . 
Boatswain  . . 

Gunner  

Steward 


Ordinal 

Carpenter 

Carpenter's  mate.. 

Able  seamen 

Ordinaiy  seamen., 


Hospital 

Surgeon  

Surgeon' s  mate 

Steward 

Nurses 

Washers 

Cook 


1 

$100 

1 

60 

1 

50 

1 

50 

1 

40 

1 

50 

1 

30 

1 

40 

3 

19 

1 

20 

1 

20 

1 

18 

1 

20 

1 

19 

4 

12 

6 

10 

1 

50 

1 

30 

1 

18 

2 

10 

2 

8 

1 

12 

$600 
300 
200 

65 
40 
20 

30 
20 
20 

3 
1 

200 
200 
145 
200 

20 
20 
16 
20 

12 
20 
14 
12 

1 
1 

1 

..... 

90 
90 

12 
12 

9 
9 



1 
1 

90 

12 

9 

1 

200 
145 

20 
16 

20 
14 

1 

..... 

$4 

,066 

15 

2 

,010 

15 

1 

,492 

25 

965 

00 

1 

,141 

15 

1 

,309 

15 

950 

15 

1 

,141 

15 

951 

15 

141 

15 

141 

15 

301 

25 

$15 

,821 

25 

*;14i 

15 

319 

25 

941 

00 

1 

,261 

50 

$3 

,269 

50 

$1 

,309 

15 

950 

15 

301 

25 

422 

50 

314 

50 

235 

25 

$3 

,600 

00 
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1 

a 

i 

.2 
1 

1 

i  ^ 

Is 

03     3 

1 

1. 

O    " 

1 

1 

Amount  of  pay, 
rations,    and 
allowances 
per  annum. 

Gicil  dcparlment. 

$1,700  00 

300  GO 

Clerk  to  yard 

(  li  ik  tn  (uiiiiiiau   ,in    

900  00 

600  00 

2,000  00 

(■l..rktnmasl,.r  builder 

$25 
25 

300  00 

300  00 

$6,100  00 

Total                        

$28,796  75 

Captain  . . . . 
Lieutenant  . 
Surgeon  . . . 
Purser 


BALTIMORE. 


Captain 
Lieuten; 
Suro-eon 
Purser 


1 

$100 

8 

1 

50 

4 

1 

60 

4 

1 

40 

2 

$300 

65 

30 

3 

200 

20 

20 

1 

CHARLESTON, 


1 

$100 

8 

1 

50 

4 

1 

60 

4 

1 

40 

2 

$300 

65 

BO 

3 

200 

20 

20 

1 

SACKETT  S    HARBOR. 

$40  I         2  1  $200  I 


$3 

036 

75 

965 

00 

1 

612 

25 

662 

50 

$6 

276 

50 

$3 

,036 
965 

75 
00 

1 

,612 

25 

662 

50 

$t 

,276 

50 

Recapitulation. 


Naval, 
2d  item. 

Ordinary, 
2d  item. 

Hospital, 
2d  item. 

Civil, 
3d  item. 

Aggregate. 

$14,199  00 
16,663   25 
19,279  50 
15,483  50 
14,126  25 
18,937  50 
15,827  25 
6,276  50 
6,276  50 
1,141   75 

$3,492  75 
11,703  75 
12,432  25 
4,577  75 
5,686  75 
14,688  25 
3,269  50 

$5,400  00 
8,080  00 
8,080  00 
6,150  00 

14,032  50 
8,710  00 
6,100  00 

$23,091   75 
40,349  50 

$3,902  50 
3,902  60 
4,029  75 
3,600  00 
3,902  50 
3,600  00 

New  York 

43,712  25 

Philadelphia 

30,241  00 

Washington 

37  445  50 

Norfolk 

46  238  25 

Pensacola  

28  796  75 

Baltimore 

6,276  50 

Charleston 

6,276  50 

Sackett's  Harbor 

1,141   75 

Naval  constructor 

3,000  00 

3,000  00 

For  pay,  &c.,  of  lieutenants,  al- 
lowed by  act  of  Congress  of 
May  24,  1828,  to  Dec.  31  ... . 

2,174  42 

2,174  42 

$130,403  42 

$55,851  00 

$22,937  25 

$59,552  50 

$268,744  17 

Papers  B,  D,  E,  and  F  compose  the  first  item  of  general  estimate. 

The  naval,  ordinary,  and  hospital  estimates,  on  paper  C,  make  2d  item;   and  the  civil  estimates,  on 
paper  C,  the  3d  item. 

Paper  G  explains  the  4th. 
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RECEIVING  VESSELS. 


Estimate  of  the  number,  pay,  &c.,  of  officers,  &c.,  required  for  five  receiving  ue.sw/.s,  for  tlie  year  1829,  a 
2)art  of  the  first  item  of  the  gen.eral  estimate. 


Masters  commandant 

Lieutenants  

Masters 

Pursers 

Surgeons'  mates  . .  . . 

Midshipmen 

Boatswains'  mates  .  . 
Carpenters'  mates . .  . 

Stewards 

Cooks  

Able  seamen 

Ordinary  seamen . . . . 
Boys 


$4,105  00 


12,1 


>  00 


1,987  50 
1,9ST  50 
2,081  25 
2,9(U  00 
1,140  00 
912  00 
1,080  00 
1,080  00 
1,440  00 
2,880  00 
1,152  00 


108   $36,083  25 


K-RUITIXG     STATICS; 


Estimate  of  the  pay,  dc,  of  officers  attached  to  recruiting  stations,  for  the  year  1829 — a  part  of  the  first  item 
of  the  general  estimate. 


rt- 

^ 

■^ 

§ 

>< 
& 

'^ 

J 

^ 

^' 

Amount. 

o 

^ 

s 

m 

t5 

tH 

Masters  commandant 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

$10,053  15 

Lieutenants  

2 

2 

2 

2 

10 

9,650  00 

Midshipmen  .                                 

2 

10 

3,192  50 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

5,425  00 

$28,821  25 

Ordnance  depar'tment. 


One  captain. 


$1,930 


Exhibit  of  the  officers,  (&c.,  aw 

liting 

i>rdi 

d  on 

furlough- 

-pai 

t  (f  first  item  o 

f  the 

genei 

•a?  estimate. 

is 

1 

o 

11 

i 
% 

.9 
o 

•2 
1 

J 
1 

Amount. 

Waiting  orders 

n 

5 

104 

12 

1 

11 

9 

1 

15 

"2 

1 

6 

10 

... 

$195,135  00 
2,549  25 

$197,684  25 

Note.— The  principal  part  of  these  officers   have  but  recently  returned  from  foreign  service.     Many 
are  now  waiting  for  examination. 

Estimate  fur  pjrovisions  required  in  the  year  1829. 

For  vessels  in  commission '"?.  7"  P^^®*^"  " 

Marines  on  board ^^,\  P'^"''^"""' 

Receiving  vessels ^  P"''^""*^- 

5,245  persons. 
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At  one  ration  per  day,  is  1,914,425  rations,  at  25  cents  each,  is $478,606  25 

For  relief  ships  for  three  months 852  persons. 

Marines HO  persons. 

962  persons, 
at  one  ration  each,  at  25  cents,  for  three  months,  is 21 ,  945  62 

$500,551  87 
From  which  may  be  deducted  this   sum,  as  a  balance  will  probably  remain  unexpended  of 

the  appropriation  for  the  present  year 50 ,  000  00 

$450,551  87 


There  will  be  required  for  the  support  of  the  nary,  for  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  1830 — 

For  pay  and  subsistence  of  oflScers,  and  pay  of  seamen,  employed  in  the  navy,  afloat $303, 148  02 

For  pay,  subsistence,  and  allowances  to  officers,  and  pay  of  seamen   at  navy  yards,  shore 

stations,  hospitals,  and  ordinary 52,291  92 

For  pay  of  superintendents,  naval  constructors,  and  all  tlie  civil  establishment  at  the  yards 

and  stations I 14,888  12 

For  provisions   112,637  96 

For  repairs  of  vessels 137,500  00 

For  medicines,  surgical  instruments,  and  hospital  stores 6, 750  00 

For  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores 12, 500  00 

For  repairs  and  improvements  of  navy  yards 107 ,  322  75 

For  contingent  expenses  for  1830,  embracing  the  items  enumerated  for  that  object  in  the 

act  of  March  2,  1827 63, 750  00 

For  contingent  expenses,  not  enumerated,  for  1830 1 ,  250  00 

$812,044  77 


Navy  Commissioners'  Office,  November  24,  1828. 

Sir:  In  explanation  of  the  9th  item  in  the  estimate,  the  Commissioners  respectfully  state  that  the 
fund  for  the  gradual  increase  of  the  navy,  is  so  far  exhausted  as  to  make  it  necessary  to  suspend  further 
progress  towards  completing  those  vessels,  until  the  sums  which  have  been  borrowed  from  that  appro- 
priation be  repaid,  or  some  other  means  provided. 

The  heavy  draft  upon  it  by  the  purchase  of  the  frigate  Liberator,  now  the  Hudson,  amounting  to 
$41,310,  under  the  act  of  Congress,  of  17th  May,  1826;  the  substitution  of  iron  water  tanks  for  casks, 
making  a  difference  of  rather  more  than  $200,000,  which  experience  in  our  navy,  and  in  those  of  Europe, 
has  shown  to  be  in  the  end  the  most  economical,  and  the  most  conducive  to  health;  with  the  application, 
in  cases  of  urgent  necessity,  by  the  commandants  of  navy  yards,  of  materials  belonging  to  it  to  other 
objects,  have  produced  this  deficiency. 

Cotemporaneously  with  the  steps  taken  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  to  carry  into  effect  the  law 
for  the  gradual  increase,  or  very  soon  after,  they  directed  that  all  materials  procured  under  that  law 
should  be  kept  distinct  from  those  which  might  be  procured  for  other  purposes,  and  that  they  should  on 
no  account  be  used  for  any  other  than  their  legitimate  object.  In  a  few  instances,  and  only  those  in 
which  the  public  service  would  be  essentially  promoted,  the  Commissioners  have  authorized  a  departure 
from  these  directions;  accompanying  their  authority,  however,  by  an  order  to  replace  immediately  the 
articles  thus  used,  and  charge  the  amount  to  the  appropriation  under  which  they  were  expended.  The 
delay  in  doing  this,  occasioned  sometimes  by  inability  to  procure  the  materials  at  the  moment,  and  at 
others  by  the  low  state  of  the  funds  to  which  they  were  chargeable,  makes  it  necessary  that  provision 
should  now  be  made  for  them,  in  addition  to  the  above-mentioned  items;  and  the  Commissioners  have 
therefore  included  in  the  estimates  for  the  ensuing  year,  under  the  head  of  "arrearages,"  the  amount  for 
that  purpose. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  JOHN  RODGEES. 

Hon.  Sam'l  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


E. 

Estimate  of  pay  for  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and  j^rivates,  and  subsistencefor  the  officers 
of  the  United  States  marine  corps,  for  the  year  1829. 

PAY. 

One  lieutenant  colonel  commandant,  $75  per  month $900  00 

Five  lieutenant  colonels,  $60  per  month 3 ,  600  00 

One  paymaster,  $50  per  month 600  00 

One  quartermaster,  $60  per  month 720  00 

Nine  captains,  $40  per  month '     4 , 320  00 

Sixteen  first  lieutenants,  $30  per  month 5, 760  00 

Sixteen  second  lieutenants,  $25  per  montli 4,800  00 

One  surgeon,  $50  per  month 600  00 

One  surgeon's  mate,  $40  per  month 480  00 

One  sergeant  major,  $10  per  month 120  00 

One  quartermaster  sergeant,  $10  per  month 120  00 
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One  drum  major,  $9  per  month $108  00 

One  fife  niajiir,  $9  per  month ,,.[,   ,.,. 

Scvi'ul  y-nn.-  s<To-eants,  $9  per  montli '.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'..'.'. 7   CitiS   00 

Scvriily-lliiv,.  corporals,  $8  per  imnitli ..........'..'...'.'.  7 '(Ids   OO 

Twenty  diummers,  $7  per  month i  \\s{)  Oo 

Twenty  filers,  $7  per  month ^ '  ^.[.^^  ,,,. 

Seven  hundred  and  fifty  privates,  $6  per  month .'■)4 '  0()0  oo 

Extra  pay  to  the  adjutant  and  inspector,  $30  per  montli '.'.'.'.'.'  '     '  aco  oo 

Pay  for  five  clerks,  viz:  one  for  tiie  lieutenant  colonel  commandant,  one  for  the  |iaviuast('r 
one  for  the  adjutant  and  inspector,  and  two  for  the  quartermaster,  at  $20  per  nii.nth  fur 

^^^^ 1 ,  '^00  00 

Extra  pay  to  T.iout.  Colonel  William  Anderson,  from  May  24,  1828,  to  December  81   1828  at 

$20i..M-  nlh,  („n|  l.,.rurra|,|,n,|,n;,|,.,!) .'.../.'..  145  34 

Amount  paid  l.i  I!;,  niaiiiics,  Iimh,  iI„.  year  1822  to  the  year  1828,  inclusive;  these  being 
extra,  tr.H.ps  over  and  alx.vo  (lie  nnnil.cr  allowed  by  law  to  the  marine  corps  for  that 
time,  and  for  which  no  appropiialion  has  lioen  lien'toforc  made,  (see  report  of  the  adju- 
tant and  inspector,  for  this  item,  wliiili  is  herewith  submitted) '. .  §   q^O  00 

$104,257  34 

SUBSISTENCE. 

One  lieutenant  colonel  commandant,  12  rations  per  day,  4,320  rations,  20  cts.  .  .        $876  00 

Five  lieutenant   colonels,  liv<'  lat  ions  .'a.-h,  9,1  25  rations,  20  cts 1,825  00 

One  payinastoi-,  lour   lalions,  1  .iCi)  rat  ions,  :^0  cts '292  00 

One  quartern. aslcr,  lour  laiinns,  1  ,ir,(l  ral  inns,  20  cts 292  00 

Nine  captains,  tluvc  rations  each,  9,855  rations,  20  cts 1,971   00 

Sixteen  first  lioiilcnants,  four  rations  each,  23,360  rations,  20  cts 4,672  00 

Sixteen  second  licnicmints,  three  rations  each,  17,520  rations,  20  cts 3,504  00 

One  surgeon,  two  rations,  730  rations,  25  cts 182  50 

One  sur,t;-coirs  male,  two  rations,  730  rations,  25  cts 182  50 

Two  additional   lations  per  day,  allowed  to  Lieut.  Colonel  William  Anderson, 

from  May  24,  ]sl>s,  to  December  31,  1828,  is  222  or  444  rations,  at  20  cts. 

per  ration,  (this  amount  not  before  ai)propriated)    88  80 

$13,885  80 

$118,143  14 

Deduct  amount  already  appropriated  for  the  first  quarter  of  1829 27 , 341   94 

$90,801   20 
(Signed)  JOS.  L.  KUIIN,  Faymaster  Ilarine  Corps. 

Estimate  of  iMy  for  offirers,   non-commissioned  officers,   musicians,   and  jjrivates;  and  subsistence  for  the 
officers  of  the  United  States  marine  corps,  for  tlie  first  quarter  of  the  year  1830. 

PAY. 

One  lieutenant  colonel  commandant,  $75  per  month $225  00 

Five  lieutenant  colonels,  $<')0  per  montli 000  00 

One  paymaster,  $50  per  month 150   00 

One  quartermaster,  $60  per  month 1,S0  00 

Nine  captains,  $40  per  month 1, 080  00 

Sixteen  first  lieutenants,  $30  per  month 1,440  00 

Sixteen  second  lieutenants,  $25  per  month 1,200  00 

One  surgeon,  $50  per  month 150  00 

One  surgeon's  mate,  $40  per  month 120  00 

One  ser.geant  major,  $10  per  month ;J0  00 

One  quartermaster  sergeant,  $10  per  month , yO  00 

One  drum  major,  $9  per  month 27  00 

One  fife  major,  $9  per  month _ 27  00 

Seventy-one  sergeants,  $9  per  month 1,917  OO 

Seventy-three  corporals,   $8  per  month 1,752  00 

Twenty  drummers,  $7  per  month 420  00 

Twenty  fifers,  $7  per  month 420  00 

Seven  hundred  and  fifty  privates,  $6  per  month 13,500  00 

Extra  pay  to  the  adjutant  and  inspector,  .s:;o  per  month '   90  00 

Pay  for  five  clerks,  viz:  one  for  the  lieulcnani  colonel  commandant,  one  for  paymastei',  one 

for  the  adjutant  inspector,  and  two  for  the  (piaitcrmaster,  at  $20  per  month  for  each  .  . .  300  00 

SUBSISTENCE. 

One  lieutenant  colonel  commandant,  12  rations  per  day,  1,080,  at  20  cents 216  00 

Five  lieutenant  colonels,  5  rations  per  day,  2,250,  at  20  cents 450  00 

One  paymaster,  4  rations  per  day,  360,  at  20  cents 72  00 

One  quartermaster,  4  rations  per  daj^  360,  at  20  cents 72  00 

Nine  captains,  3  rations  per  day,  2,430,   at  20  cents 486  00 

Sixteen  first  li<'ulenaiits,  4  rations  pier  day,  5,760,  at  20  cents 1,152  00 

Sixteen  second  liewt(  nants,  :'■  rations  per'day,  4,320,   at  20  cents 864  00 

One  surgeon,  2  rations  per  day,    I  Ml,   at  2.'>  cents 45   00 

One  surgeon's  mate,  2  rations  per  day,  l>-0,  at  25  cents 45  00 

S27,360   00 

JOS.   L.  KUIIN,  Paymaster  Marine  Corps. 
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Estimate  for  expenditures   in   the    Quartermaster  department  of  the   United  States  marine  corps,  for 

year  1829. 


SUBSISTENCE. 


For  3T0  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  privates,  and  washerwomen,  serving  on 
sliore  at  one  ration  per  day  each,  is  135,050  rations,  at  twelve  cents  per  ra- 
tion, is $10,206  00 

Deduct  amount  appropriated  lor  the  first  quarter  of  1829 3, 252  15 

$12,953  85 

CLOTHING. 

For  938  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and  [jrivates,  at  $30  each,  is         $28, 140  00 
For  100  watch  coats,  at  $6tVtt  each,  is 625  00 

$28,165  00 

Deduct  amount  appropriated  for  the  first  quarter  of  1829 7 ,  191   25 

21,5t3  75 

FUEL. 

For  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  privates,  and  washerwomen,   and 

for  the  public  offices  and  armory $9 , 098   00 

Deduct  amount  appropriated  for  the  first  quarter  of  1829 3,049  00 

6,049  00 

CONTINGENCIES. 

For  traveling  expenses  of  officers,  and  transportation  for  men ;  freight  of  stores  from  one 
station  to  another;  toll,  ferriage,  wharfage,  and  cartage;  expenses  of  recruiting; 
per  diem  allowance  for  attending  courts-martial  and  courts  of  inquiry,  and  for 
officers  on  extra  duty;  compensation  to  judge  advocates;  house  rent  and  chamber 
money,  where  there  are  no  public  quarters  assigned;  incidental  labor  in  the  Quarter- 
master's department;  expenses  of  burying  deceased  persons  belonging  to  the  marine 
corps;  pi-inting  and  stationery;  postage  on  public  letters;  forage;  expenses  in 
pursuing  deserters;  keeping  in  repairs  the  barracks  at  the  different  stations;  straw 
for  the  men;  barrack  furniture;  spades,  axes,  shovels,  picks,  and  carpenter  tools; 
and  for  no  other  purpose  whatever $14 ,  000  00 

Deduct  amount  appropriated  for  the  first  quarter  1829 3,500  00 

10,500  00 

MILITARY    STORES. 

For  the  purchase  of  1,500  set  of  accoutrements,  at  $2.40  per  set $3,600  00 

For  keeping  arms  in  repair,  armorer's  pay,  armorer's  tools,  drums,  flags, 

fifes,  and  ordnance  stores 2 ,  000  00 

$5,600  00 
Deduct  amount  appropriated  for  the  first  quarter  1829 750  00 

4,850  00 

MEDICINES. 

For  medicines,  hospital   stores,  and  instruments   for   officers   and  marines,    serving  on 

shore   $2,369  71 

Deduct  amount  appropriated  for  tlie  first  quarter  of  1829 592  25 

1,777  46 

Appropriation  required  for  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  1830,  agreeably  to  the  Ibregcnng 
estimate: 

For  subsistence $4,051  50 

For  clothing 7, 191  25 

For  fuel 2,274  50 

For  contingencies 3,500  00 

For  military  stores 500  00 

For  medicines , 592  42 

18,109  67 

For  one  year's  subsistence  of  115  marines,  being  the  number  maintained,  more  than  esti- 
mated for,    as  per  the  accompanying  statement  of  the  adjutant  and  inspector,  is 

41,975  rations,  at  12  cents  per  ration $5,037  00 

For  clothing  for  the  same 3,450  00 

For  fuel  for  the  same 690  00 

For  contingencies  for  the  same 1,715  35 

10,892  35 

$86,706  08 

Respectfully  submitted. 

E.  J.  WEED,  Q.  M.  M.  C. 
Head-Quakters  Marine  Corps,  Quartermaster^ s  Office,  Washington  City,  November  25,  1828. 
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Statement  showing  the  average  strength  of  the  marine  corps  a  month,  for  the  annexed  years. 
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85 
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38 
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58 

777 
16 

85 
73 

68 
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38 
42 

761 
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126 
12 

More  than  was  allowed  by  law  in  1823,  1824, 

12 

1,512 
132 

1,380 

Head-Quarteks  0 


,  Adjutant  and  Inspector's 


PARKE  G.  HOWLE,  Adjutant  and  Inspector, 
c,  Washington,  September  30,  1828. 
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Statement  showing  the  number  of  men  in  the  marine  corps  more  than  allowed  by  law,  from  1822  to  1828. 


1822  . 

1823  , 

1824  , 

1825  . 

1826  . 

1827  . 


i  (to  31st  July). 


Deduct  uumber  less . 
Over 


(Signed)  PARKE  G.  HOWLE,  Adjutant  and  Inspector. 

Head-Quarters  of  the  Marine  Corps,  Adjutant  and  Insjjector's  Office,   Washington,  August  1,  1828. 


F. 

Estimate  of  the  sums  requiredfor  the  support  of  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  th'^  Navy,  for  the  year  1829. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy $6,000  00 

Six  clerks,  per  act  of  20th  April,  1818 $8,200  00 

One  clerk,  per  act  of  26th  May,  1824 1 ,  000  00 

One  clerk,  per  act  of  2d  March,  182T 1 ,  000  00 

10,200  00 

Messenger  and  assistant  messenger 1 ,  050  00 

Contingent  expenses 3,000  00 

$20,250  00 

Substitute  proposed  and  respectfully  submitted. 

One  chief  clerk,  at  $2,000 $2,000 

Two  clerks,  each  at  1,600 3,200 

Two  clerks,  each  at  1,400 2,800 

One  clerk,  at              1,200 1,200 

Two  clerks,  each  at  1,000 2,000 

$11,200 

Comparative  vietv  of  the  number  of  clerks  enijjloyed  in  each  of  the  princip>al  departments,  and  their  compien- 

sation. 


Number  in 
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5 
2 
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13 
9 

18 
8 

$n,3oo 

12,950 

Department  of  Treasury 

Department  of  War 

29  600 

Department  of  Navy 

10  200 
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Estimate  of  the  sums  required  for  the  support  of  the  office  of  the  Navy  Commissioners,  for  the  year  1829. 

Commissiouers  of  the  Navy |jq  ^qq 

Secretary .*..'..".'.'.'.'.*.'.*.'.'.".'.'.'  2000 

Clerks  and  draftsman,  per  acts  of  April  20,  1818,  May  26,  1824,  and  March  2,  1827 1  150 

Messenger ' TOO 

Contingent  expenses 1800 


$22,150 


Estimate  of  the  suyns  required  for  the  support  of  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  for  the  first  quarter 
of  the  year  1830. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy j;l  ftoo  00 

Clerks,  per  acts  of  April  20,  1818,  May  26,  1824,  and  March  2,  1821 '2,550  00 

Messenger  and  assistant  messenger 2C2  50 

Contingent  expenses 750  qO 


§5,062  50 


Estimate  of  the  sums  required  for  the  support  of  the  office  of  the  Navy  Commissioners,  for  the  first  quartiV 
\f  the  year  1830. 

Commissioners  of  the  Navy §2,625  00 

Secretary '500  00 

Clerks  and  draftsman,  per  acts  of  April  20,  1818,  May  26,  1824,  and  March  2,  1821 1,931  50 

Messenger 115  00 

Contingent  expenses 450  00 


Statement  showing  the  lyresent  state  and  condition  of  the  United  States  vessels-of  war  now  on  the  stocks,  and 
those  in  ordinary  and  repairing  at  the  several  yards. 

PORTSMOUTH. 

Alabama — ship  of  the  line.  This  ship  can  be  prepared  for  sea  in  about  three  months.  Her  hull  is  in 
good  order,  and  some  considerable  further  progress  has  been  made  since  the  last  report,  in  finishing  her 
masts  and  spars,  and  particularly  in  her  inboard  works. 

Santee — 44  of  the  first  class.  This  ship  can  also  be  prepared  for  sea  in  three  months.  Her  hull  is  in 
good  order;  her  masts  and  spars  have  been  completed,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  spare  spars,  and  con- 
siderable progress  has  been  made  in  her  inboard  works,  &c. 

Concord — sloop-of-war  of  the  first  class.  This  ship  can  be  ready  for  sea  in  twenty  days;  has  been 
recently  launched,  and  is  progressing  in  her  preparation  for  sea  service. 

Virginia — ship  of  the  line.  Tiiis  ship  can  be  prepared  for  sea  in  one  hundred  and  twenty  days.  Her 
hull  is  nearly  complete,  and  in  good  order.  Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  her  gun  carriages, 
and  masts  and  spars;  bulkheads  and  other  inboard  works  advanced;  and  the  square  sails,  one  suit  made; 
tanks,  ballast,  cannon  and  anchors  provided. 

Vermont — ship  of  the  line.  This  ship  may  also  be  prepared  for  sea  in  one  hundred  and  twenty  days. 
Her  condition  and  state  of  advancement  nearly  the  same  as  the  Virginia,  and  the  progress  made  in  both 
alike. 

Cumberland — frigate,  first  class.  This  ship  is  planked  inside  and  outside  to  the  spar-deck  port  sills, 
except  the  strakes  left  out  for  air;  orlop,  berth,  and  gun  decks  are  in,  and  nearly  all  laid;  spar  deck  is 
framed  and  kneed.  The  masts  and  spars  have  considerably  progressed,  and  one  suit  of  square  sails 
made;  boats  are  under  way,  and  tanks,  ballast,  cannon,  and  anchors  are  provided.  This  ship  can  be  com- 
pleted for  service  in  90  days. 

Columbus — ship  of  the  line.  The  hull  of  this  ship  is  generally  sound,  but  would  require  consider- 
able repairs  to  fit  her  for  sea;  a  part  of  her  wales  should  be  replaced,  her  bottom  examined,  perhaps  cop- 
pered, and  caulking  throughout.     She  may  be  equipped  for  sea  in  15  days. 

Independence — ship  of  the  line.  The  frame  of  this  ship  is  believed  to  be  sound,  but  she  will  require 
new  decks  and  planking  outside,  with  stem  plank  and  head,  &c.  She  will  require  coppering  and  caulk- 
ing throughout. 

Constitution — frigate,  first  class.  The  frame  generally  is  believed  to  be  sound,  but  will  require  new 
planking,  from  the  wales  inclusive  to  the  rail;  new  ceiling  in  the  hold,  and  new  berth  deck  and  orlop 
decks,  beams  and  knees;  spar  deck  new  planked,  galleries  and  head,  &c.;  caulking  and  coppering  through- 
out. 

PHILADELPHIA. 

Pennsylvania — ship  of  the  line.  Her  state  and  condition  is  hut  little  altered  from  last  report;  some 
progress  has  been  made  in  faying  and  bolting  the  riders  in  the  hold,  and  in  the  iron  work  preparing  for 
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her  equipment;  one  suit  of  sails  arc  made,  and  the  preparation  of  the  timber,  for  masts  and  spars,  consid 
erably  advanced,  &c.     She  niay  Ik-  prepared  for  sea  in  12  months,  or  less. 

Raritan — frigate,  f>f  the  tiist  ihiss.  The  hull  of  this  ship  is  nearly  completed.  The  head,  g-alleries, 
port  shutters,  and  rudder  iiiilv  1(j  make.  Inboard  works  are  in  a  state  of  great  forwardness.  To  com- 
plete her  will  require  about  12,000  days'  work;  she  may  be  iinislied  in  from  3  to  5  months. 

Sea  Gull — receiving  ship.     In  good  order. 

Ci/a7je^corvette,  built  of  British  oak.  In  ordinary;  requiring,  as  in  last  report,  extensive  repairs, 
and  to  be  commenced  at  an  early  day. 

NETV  YORK. 

Sahiiir — frigate,  of  first  class.  Is  nearly  complete  in  her  hull;  masts  and  spars  finished,  and  the 
joiners'  wmk  all  inciiarcd  f^r  pnttiiig  up.     She  can  be  launched  in  60  days. 

Sara II null  — U-\'^:\\\i\  (if  fir.si  class.  Is  also  nearly  complete  in  her  hull.  The  masts  and  spars  are 
made,  and  the  Jniucis'  w(ak  ready  IVir  putting  up.  It  will  require  4  months  to  complete  and  launch  the 
ship. 

Peacock — Has  been  thoroughlj'  repaired  and  fitted  for  special  service,  and  is  now  ready  to  be  sent  to 
sea  immediately. 

Ohio — ship  of  the  line;  in  ordinary.  Has  never  been  fitted  out.  The  outside  plank,  above  the  water, 
and  inside,  a  part  of  the  clamps  and  ceiling,  are  decayed.     She  will  require  considerable  repairs. 

Washington — ship  of  the  line;  in  ordinary.  The  hull  of  this  ship,  partly  of  British  oak,  is  unsound 
in  many  places,  and  will  require  a  thorough  repair,  and  to  be  new  coppered,  which  will  take  six  months 
to  complete. 

Franklin — ship  of  the  line;  in  ordinary.  Is  in  about  the  same  condition  as  the  AVashington,  and 
will  require  about  the  same  repairs,  and  the  same  time  to  complete  them. 

United  Slates — frigate,  first  class;  inordinary.  Requires  very  considerable  repairs.  The  ceiling  in 
the  magazine,  and  the  clamps  below  the  orlop  deck,  beams  and  knees,  and  the  wales,  are  partially  decayed. 
She  will  require  to  be  caulked  throughout,  and  her  copper  repaired.  Gun  carriages  are  unfit  for  service, 
and  masts  and  spars  are  defective.     Seventy  days  will  be  required  to  complete  this  ship. 

Ontario — sloop  of  war;  now  under  repair.  This  ship,  built  of  white  oak,  will  also  require  extensive 
repairs  in  her  hull,  masts,  and  spars.     Four  months  will  be  required  to  complete  her  for  sea. 

Fulton — receiving  ship.  This  ship  is  known  to  be  much  decayed,  and  although  she  may  answer,  for 
a  long  time,  the  purpose  for  which  she  is  employed  now,  the  cost  of  repairing  her,  for  any  other  service, 
would  be  attended  with  more  expense  than  her  present  condition  would  warrant. 

WASHINGTON. 

Potomac — frigate,  first  class;  in  ordinai-y.  This  ship  is  complete  in  her  hull,  masts,  and  spars;  gun 
carriages,  boats,  &c.,  nearly  complete;  sails  to  be  made.     Can  be  fitted  for  sea  in  about  four  months. 

Congress — frigate,  second  class.  This  ship  is  so  far  completed  in  her  repairs,  that  she  may  be  sent 
to  sea  in  fifty  days. 

GOSPORT. 

New  York — ship  of  the  line.  To  complete  the  hull  of  this  ship,  several  strakes  of  plank,  in  each  of 
the  decks  and  bottom,  are  required.  In  all  the  other  deparments  of  her  construction  and  outfit,  some 
progress  has  been  made.     She  may  be  prepared  for  launching  in  three  months. 

(S'^.  Laurence — frigate,  first  class.  The  timberijig  of  this  ship  has  been  finished  since  last  report, 
and  six  strakes  of  plank  and  wales  put  on.     She  may  be  launched  in  five  months. 

North  Carolina — ship  of  the  line.  The  oakum  has  been  taken  out  of  the  seams  throughout,  and  some 
defects  discovered.     She  will  require  some  repairs. 

Constellation — frigate,  second  class.  Is  now  under  repair,  and  will  be  completed  in  all  the  month 
of  December. 

John  Adams — corvette.  Is  now  stripped  for  repair,  which  will  be  commenced  as  soon  as  those 
making  on  the  Constellation  are  completed. 

Macedonian — frigate,  second  class;  built  of  British  oak.  Just  returned  from  foreign  service — 
requiring  a  thorough  and  extensive  repair. 

Statement  showing  the  i^rogress  which  has  been  made  in  executing  the  law  for  the  gradual  improvement  of  the 
navy,  passed  March  3,  1827. 

Under  the  contracts  reported  by  the  Commissioners  in  their  letter  of  the  30th  November,  1827,  to 
have  been  made  for  the  live  oak  frames  of  five  ships  of  the  line,  five  frigates,  and  five  sloops-of-war, 
there  has  been  delivered  as  follows: 

For  74. 

At  Boston,  cubic  feet 11, 783 

At  Philadelphia,  cubic  feet ...............'.      

At  Washington,  cubic  feet ...... 

At  Norfolk,  cubic  feet '....'..'.'.'..'.'.'.'.".'.'.'.'.'.',      13  j  500 

There  has  also  been  delivered  since  the  3d  March,  1827,  under  the 'con- 
tracts with  Ties  &  Vanhook,  Waller  &  Taber,  and  R.  F.  Scofield, 
the  followmg  live  oak  timber  for  the  frames  of  frigates  of  44  guns, 
vjz: 

At  Boston 

At  New  York  . 


44. 

Sloops. 

:i,84i 

7,674 

8,208 

5,662 

5,052 

11,678 

7,992 

2,180 

16,734 
13,719 


At  Philadelphia [[......[...[[...[[...[..      ......         14*197 


Cubic  feet  . 


25,283 
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Making  together: 

,       ,.  Cubic  feet. 

Ships  ot  the  line 25  '>83 

I'^S''^''   "nlu-i 

bleeps 0  ■J    I  ,w 


Total 


130,220 


For  whidi  lias  liccii  |,;n,l  (he  sn C  ^ir.C,  1  S7.85. 

For  the  pivsiT\  ;iiinii  .if  such  of  iliis  limber  as  cannot  be  secured  under  the  sheds  iirrctnlurc  civcted 
at  the  several  navy  vanls,  ihe  cunsi  iiiet  i,,ii  ,,t'  one  shed  at  each  of  the  yards  at  Boston,  New  York  Riiila- 
delphia,  and  W'asliiimtun.  and  uf  two  at  llie  Xavy  yard,  Norfolk,  has  been  directed.  The  contractors  are 
progressing  in  the  liillilliNeiii  of  their  en-a-emenis,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  deliveries  of  all  the  timber 
will  be  completiMl  within  ili.-  lime  sti|,ulateil  ill  the  contract. 

With  respe<-t  to  the  diy  ch.eks  anthoii/.ed  hy  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  referred  to,  the  Commissioners 
have  to  state  that  eontraets  have  I.eeii  made  for  a  great  part  of  the  materials,  &c.,  required  in  tlioir  con- 
struction, and  they  led  uraiilie<l  in  lieini;-  al)le  to  state  that  the  difficulties  which  were  encountered  in 
the  early  stage  of  the  woik  ha\e  heen  happily  overcome;  the  nature  of  the  soil  at  the  yard  at  Norfolk 
has  not  presented  obstacles,  which,  from  tiie  same  cause,  the  engineer  had  to  contend  witii  at  tlie  Bo.ston 
yard. 

The  works  at  both  places  are  progressing  satisfactorily,  and  with  the  dispatch  consistent  with  the 
durability  as  well  as  the  economy  of  their  construction. 

There  has  been  expended  for  labor  and  materials  on  the  dock — 

At  Boston lf;.'.r), 904  97       $(U , 06^  86 

And  on  that  at  Norfolk 37 ^  (53!-;  94         ■]g  ^n   g^ 

Total $94,. 5-13   91        $97,5sO  50 


Making  togetlier,  011  aeeonnl  of  the  docks,  the  sum  of  one  himdred  and  ninety-two  thousand  one  hundred 
and  tweiity-loui-  dollars  ami  forty-one  cents. 

Mr.  lialdwiii,  the  ell- ineei-,  has  been  active  and  vigilant  in  discharging  the  duties  assigned  to  him- 
and,  so  far  as  the  works  have  progressed,  has  given  entire  satisfaction. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Jacob  Jones  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated — 

United  States  Ship  Brandywine,   Callao  Roads,  December  21,  1827. 

Mr.  Cooley,  our  charge,  has  a  discussion  with  this  government  respecting  some  Americ 
who  have  been  lately  impressed  in  their  service.  This  governnienl  claims  the  right  to  their  services, 
in  consequence  of  their  having  become  residents  by  sailing  under  llidr  lla^  for  a  considerable  time;  and 
impressment  is  the  principal  mode  used  here  to  man  their  navy  or  to  increa  e  their  army. 

There  will,  I  apprehend,  be  frequent  complaints  of  this  sort,  as  the  number  of  our  seamen  in  their 
service  is  increasing  fast,  and  composes  the  greater  number  of  hands  employed  in  their  coasting  trade. 
The  wages  given  here,  in  their  merchant  vessels,  is  $17,  which  is  a  great  temptation  to  our  seamen,  and 
it  seldom  is  the  case  that  a  man  discharged  here  will  return  home,  until  so  disabled  by  disease  that  he 
can  no  longer  obtain  employment. 

Exti'act  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Jacob  Jones  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated — 

U.  S.  Ship  Brandywine,  Callao  Roads,  March  It,  1828. 
The  complaint  of  impressment  will  be  removed  to-day  by  the  discharge  of  all  the  seamen  that  are  in 
the  employment  of  this  government,  and  their  fii-ates  laid  up.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  our  seamen,  sail- 
ing under  a  foreign  flag,  finding  themsel\<s  tlierd'v  liable  to  be  impressed,  will  be  induced  to  return 
home,  for  three-fourths  or  more  of  the  sailors  emiiloyed  by  Chili  and  Peru  are  from  the  United  States. 
The  wages  here  is  a  great  temptation,  being  liom  seventeen  to  twenty  dollars  per  month,  and  the  voyages 
of  a  kind  particularly  agreeable  to  them,  as  they  are  never  more  than  a  month  out  of  port. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Jacob  Jones  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated — 

U.  S.  Ship  Brandywine,  Callao  Roads,  June  23,  1828. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  we  arrived  here  two  days  since  from  Panama,  having  on  our 
passage  touched  at  Payta. 

The  Vincennes  and  Dolphin  are  also  now  in  port  with  us,  and  all  well.  Tiie  former  will,  in  a  few 
days,  proceed  along  the  coast  to  the  southward,  having  lately  returned  from  as  far  north  as  Payta,  and 
the  latter  will  sail  for  the  noitliorn  i-ir)rts  of  Peru  and  Columbia. 

The  rage  for  war  which  violently  beset  this  government  a  few  weeks  ago  has  somewhat  abated; 
but  so  violent  is  party  spii  ii,  ami  ilie  ilesire  of  office,  that  I  believe  in  a  short  time  the  present  adminis- 
tration will  be  displai  e<i,  ami  ilie  constitution,  which  was  sworn  to  the  other  day,  declared  inoperative. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  William  31.  Crane  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated— 

U.  S.  Ship  Java,  Port  3Iahon,  January  6,  1828. 
The  Java  is  in  excellent  order.     The  crew  are  expert  in  their  exercises,  but  the  materials  are  not 
good.     There  are  many  foreigners  amongst  them,  and  men  with  broken  constitutions.     Every  possible 
attention  is  paid  to  their  health.     We  have  lost  two  men  by  disease. 
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Extract  of  a  letter  from  Charles  G.  Bidgehj  to  the  Secretary  cf  the  Navy,  dated— 

Pensacola,  July  25,  1828. 

The  public  prints,  I  observe,  announce  some  piracies  to  have  taken  place  on  the  south  side  of  Cuba. 
The  one  of  the  French  packet  ship  was  not  that  of  a  pirate,  but  uf  her  own  crew,  having  mutinied  and 
murdered  their  officers  and  passengers,  and  after  running  the  ship  on  Cape  Corientes,  and  dividing  the 
spoil  (a  large  quantity  of  specie,  between  three  and  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,)  they  dispersed;  two 
of  them  went  to  St.  Jago  de  Cuba,  and  having  a  private  dispute,  one  of  them  informed  of  all  the  circum- 
stances. The  case  of  the  other,  the  American  being  fallen  in  with  a  British  man-of-war  brig,  I  believe, 
has  no  foundation  in  fact,  as  Captain  Latimer  could  learn  of  no  such  report,  cither  at  St.  Jago  or  Kings- 
ton, Jamaica,  where  the  British  brig-of-war  had  arrived.  I  am  particular  in  stating  these  circumstances, 
in  order  to  correct  any  false  impressions.  There  has  not  been  an  instance  of  piracy  since  I  have  had  this 
command ;  and  as  I  am  desirous  none  shall  be,  the  squadron  is  kept  actively  and  usefully  cruising  where 
it  is  supposed  piracies  might  occur.  _  ,,,,.,.,        ^  j-     • 

I  will  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  say  to  you  the  squadron  are  in  excellent  health  and  disci- 
T)line-  and  what  may  be  truly  considered  an  extraordinary  fact,  out  of  the  great  number  of  men  (from 
twelve  to  fifteen  hundred)  that  have  been  and  are  attached  to  the  squadron,  within  the  last  twenty  months, 
only  two  officers  and  two  men  have  died. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Charles  G.  Bidgely  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated — 

Pensacola,  August  11,  1828. 
I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  on  the  first  instant,  and  advised  you  of  the  information  I  had  learned 
from  Capt.  Claxton  relative  to  some  transactions  of  a  man-of-war  brig,  called  the  Hermon,  Captain  Haw- 
.iins,  holding  a  commission  in  the  service  of  the  republic  of  Mexico,  and  of  the  privateer  called  the 
Molestadore,  commanded  by  a  man  named  Hopner,  also  under  the  Mexican  flag.  Both  these  commanders 
are  native  citizens  of  the  United  States ;  and  as  their  acts  have  been  of  so  flagrant  a  character,  particu- 
larly when  within  our  waters,  as  to  justify  the  capture  of  one  of  them,  and  driving  from  without  our 
jurisdiction  the  other, — and  as  it  is  probable  the  subject  may  be  matter  of  negotiation  between  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  and  that  of  Mexico,  I  take  leave  to  lay  before  you,  in  as  brief  a  manner  as 
possible,  all  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  transaction. 

In  the  first  instance,  I  will  premise  by  stating  that  the  privateer  in  question,  and  her  commander, 
are  the  same  that  I  called  your  attention  to  as  far  back  as  the  10th  of  August,  1827,  letter  No.  31, 
marked  private,  and  who  was  then  sailing  under  Colombian  colors,  but  changed  colors  and  commission 
for  those  of  Mexico,  in  sight  of  Key  West,  as  admitted  by  Commodore  Porter,  of  the  Mexican  navy. 

In  the  latter  part  of  June,  the  Natchez,  Captain  Budd,  arrived  at  Key  West,  in  conformity  with  my 
instructions,  for  his  last  cruise,  where  he  found  lying  at  anchor  the  Mexican  brig-of-war  Hermon,  Capt. 
C.  E.  Hawkins,  who  addressed  him  letter  A.  On  the  receipt  of  letter  B,  from  the  collector,  (Mr.  Pinkney,) 
Captain  Budd  immediately  ordered  Captain  Hawkins  to  leave  our  waters.  (See  letter  C.)  On  the  follow- 
ing morning  the  Hermon  sailed,  but  returned  the  next  day,  in  consequence  of  some  Spanish  vessels-of-war 
giving  him  chase.  The  Spanish  vessels-of-war  having  disappeared,  on  the  receipt  of  letter  D  from  the 
collector.  Captain  Budd  caused  the  Hermon  again  to  sail. 

On  the  6th  of  July,  the  Natchez  (having  been  on  a  short  cruise  off  Matanzas,)  returned  to  Key  West, 
and  on  the  Ith  July,  the  collector,  Mr.  Pinkney,  addressed  him  letter  E,  and  on  the  10th  July,  letter  F; 
in  consequence  of  which.  Captain  Budd  dispatched  two  boats,  under  charge  of  Lieutenant  Johnson,  who 
returned  on  the  22d  July,  bringing  with  him  the  private  armed  schooner  Molestadore,  and  her  prize, 
which  were  given  in  charge  to  the  collector.     (See  letter  G.) 

A  few  days  after  which  the  Hermon  came  again  off  Key  West,  and  the  commander  came  on  shore  in 
a  boat,  when  he  was  arrested  by  the  collector  and  bound  over  in  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  to  ap- 
pear before  the  first  court  to  be  holden  at  that  place;  after  which  he  was  permitted  to  sail,  taking  with 
him  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Molestadore. 

In  giving  you  the  above  statement  of  all  the  facts  having  any  connection  with  the  result,  I  take  this 
occasion  to  say  I  commend  the  prudence  of  Captain  Budd  in  not  having  put  in  execution  the  entire  wish 
of  the  collector,  by  capturing  the  Mexican  brig  Hermon,  although  she  had  forfeited  her  neutrality. 

But  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  on  her  commander  (Hawkins)  there  should  be  exemplary 
punishment  required  from  his  government  for  his  repeated  violations  of  the  neutrality  of  the  United 
States. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from   Charles  E.  Hawkins,  to  Master  Commandant  Budd,  commanding  the  United  States 
ship  Natchez,  dated — 

Key  West,  June  24,  1828. 
I  arrived  here  on  the  20th  instant  much  distressed  for  want  of  water,  having  but  a  few  gallons  re- 
maining, and  very  little  wood.     I  have  been  since  that  time  occupied  in  filling  my  water  and  completing 
my  stores,  being  in  want  of  many  things  indispensable  to  a  cruising  vessel. 


1828.] 
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Copy  of  a  letter  from  WiUim 


The  Mexican  brig  of  wa 
port  in  violation  of  the  neutia 
of  a  power  with  whom  the  I'l 
compel  her  instantaneous  dcp 


,  Pinkney,  Esq.,  to  George  Budd,  Exq.,  e 
Natcliez,  dated — 


'nmander  of  the  United  States  ship 


Collector's  Office,  J>i.</rict  <f  Key  West,  June  22,  1828. 
n-inon,  Charles  E.  Hawkins,  coiniuandcr,  having  repeatedly  entered  this 
of  the  United  States,  and  having  here  augmented  her  force,  to  tiie  injury 
1  Stales  are  in  amity,  I  beg  leave  to  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to 
lie  IViim  the  port,  and  by  the  use  of  force  should  the  same  be  necessary. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  Master  Commandant  George  Budd,  to  Charles  E.  Jlau'kms,  commanding  Mex 
Hermon,  dated — 


ean  brig 


United  States  Ship  Natchez,  Key  West,  June  2B,  1828. 

The  collector  of  this  port,  William  Pinkney,  Esq.,  has  officially  informed  me  that  the  Mexican  brig- 
of-war  Hermon,  under  your  command,  has  repeatedly  entered  the  port  of  Key  West,  in  violation  of  the 
neutrality  of  the  United  States,  by  augmenting  your  force  to  the  injury  of  a  power  at  amity  and  peace 
■with  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

Your  letter  of  this  day  states  that  you  arrived  here  on  the  20th  instant,  in  distress  for  water  and 
some  other  things  indispensably  necessary  to  a  cruising  vessel.  I  must  now  request  that,  as  soon  as  your 
supply  of  water  and  provisions  be  obtained,  or  a  sufficiency  thereof  to  enable  you  to  reach  one  of  your 
own  ports  in  safety,  that  j'ou  will  leave  the  port  of  Key  West  without  delay. 

It  is  distinctly  understood  that  you  will  neither  receive  nor  exchange  any  munitions  of  war,  or  any 
military  stores  whatever. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  William  Pinkney,  Esq.,  to  Captain  Budd,  United  States  ship  Natchez,  dated — 

Collector's  Office,  Key  West,  June  21,  1828. 

I  feel  indignant  at  the  renewed  insult  offered  to-day  by  Mr.  Hawkins,  commanding  the  Mexican  brig 
Hermon. 

I  now  call  upon  you,  as  the  commander  of  an  ample  force,  to  compel  the  instantaneous  departure  of 
the  brig  Hermon  from  the  waters  of  the  United  States,  and  I  consider  it  highly  necessary  that  Mr.  Haw- 
kins should  be  made  to  understand  that  he  can  no  longer  trample  on  our  laws  with  impunity. 


Cojyy  of  a  letter  from  William  Pinkney,  Esq.,  to  Captain  Budd,  commanding  the  United  Slates  ship  Natchez, 

dated— 

Collector's  Office.  Key  West,  July  1,  1828. 
The  Mexican  brig-of-war  Hermon,  Captain  Charles  E.  Hawkins,  having  violated  the  revenue  laws  of 
the  United  States,  so  that  she  has  become  forfeited  thereby,  I  have  to  request  of  you  that  you  will  seize 
her  as  she  comes  within  the  waters  of  the  United  States.     It  is  proper  that  the  seizure  should  be  made 
only  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  William  Pinkney,  Esq.,  to  Captain  Budd,  commanding  the  United  States  ship  Natchez, 

dated- 


Raying  received  information  that  the  M' 
Hermon  are  now  in  the  iieighboi'hood,  with  pr 


ECTOR'S  Office,  Di,?trict  of  Key  West,  July  10,  1828. 
n  private  armed  schooner  Molestadore  and  Mexican  brig 
;aptui 


_^ ^    ^  ^^^_   ^ ^  ^^ ...,.._  -ed  on  the  coast  of  Cuba,  and  contrary  to  the 

kwr of  nations"  brought' wtthln^  this  district,  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  detatch  a 

suitable  force  from  your  ship  to  ascertain  the  fact,  and  detain  any  such  vessels,  as  well   as   all  vessels 
found  violating  the  laws. 


238  NAVALAFFAIRS.  [No.  371. 


Com  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Edward  S.  Johnson,  of  the   U.  S.  Shi2)  Natchez,  to  George  Budd,  Esq., 
"  commander  of  the  Natchez,  dated, 

U.  S.  Ship  Natchez,  Key  West,  July  22,  1828. 

I  liavc  tlu'  honor  to  report  that,  ag-reeahly  to  your  order  of  the  12th,  I  took  charge  of  the  1st  cutter; 
Miilshiiimaii  Tliniiiiisoi],  Saihiiakor  ^^l^■|)lly,  clCvcii"  men,  (uic  hoy,  aud  one  marine,  sixteen  in  all,  made  the 
crew  and' inorciMlcd  to'  tin-  westward  in  scarcli  dI'iIh'  vessel  liy  you  described,  until  the  weather  obliged 
me  ti)  aiieliiir  in  c-diiipanv  with  tln'  'lA  (  niter  ef  tliis  sliip,  manned  by  an  officer  and  ten  men  from  the 
revenue  cutter  Florida.  "W'e  got  under  sail  together  on  the  fullowing  morning  at  daylight,  making  neces- 
sary stay  at  several  of  the  keys.  Monday,  made  sail  for  Tortugas  Keys,  where  we  arrived  about  1.30 
A  M.  On  Tuesday,  boarded  the  schooner  Pi-udence,  examined  her,  found  Captain  C.  C.  Hopner,  of  the 
Mexican  private  armed  schooner  Molestadore,  his  crew,  officers  and  armament,  on  board  the  Prudence; 
many  articles  were  on  shore,  such  as  sails,  sweeps,  spars,  hams,  casks,  awnings,  &c.  On  examination, 
found  the  Molestadore  filled  with  water;  at  the  particular  request  of  Captain  Hopner,  permitted  him  to 
raise  his  vessel,  at  the  same  time  requiring  him  to  proceed  with  the  prize  to  Key  West,  which  he  promised 
to  do.  When  preparing  to  leave  the  harbor,  a  dispute  took  place;  Captain  Hopner  gave  orders  for  his 
men  to  stop  their  work;  I  immediately  took  possession,  fitted  with  all  possible  dispatch,  and  left  Wed- 
nesday morning,  at  10  A.  M.,  or  about  that  hour.  Our  men  required  rest,  which  prevented  my  working 
them  durino-  tire  night.  After  discharging  the  pilot,  hauled  to  the  eastward  for  this  port,  where  I  arrived 
at  3  o'clock^Thursday  morning,  in  the  Prudence.  Mr.  Truxton,  in  charge  of  the  privateer,  sailed  in  com- 
pany, but  lost  sight  of  him  in  the  night. 

I  took  on  board  with  me,  Captain  Hopner,  his  1st  lieutennant,  and  two  men;  the  2d  lieutenant,  and 
remainder  of  his  crew,  were  put  on  board  the  privateer,  with  Sailmaker  Murphy  to  assist  Lieutenant 
Truxton. 

Hoping  my  duty  to  have  been  performed  to  your  satisfaction. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Master  Commandant  Alexander  Claxton  to   Commandant  Charles  G.  Eidgely,  dated — 

Pensacola,  October  21,  1828. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  my  proceedings,  since  my  departure,  two  months  since. 

On  my  arrival  at  Vera  Cruz,  I  forwarded  your  dispatch  to  Mr.  Poinsett,  and  finding  the  country  to 
be  in  a  very  unsettled  state,  determined  to  await  his  answer.  In  due  time  it  arrived;  but,  from  its  tenor, 
left  me  no  reason  for  longer  delay.  In  the  meantime,  the  standard  of  revolution  was  raised  by  a  distin- 
guished chieftain;  the  public  mind  became  agitated  and  alarmed;  and  the  American  merchants,  partak- 
ing in  the  terror,  formally  demanded,  through  our  consul,  that  I  should  remain  to  protect  their  persons 
and  property.  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  acquiesce  in  their  wishes.  A  week  had  scarcely  elapsed  before  three 
cases  of  fever  appeared  on  board;  but  being  mild  in  its  form,  excited  no  alarm.  I  however  decided  it 
most  prudent  to  put  to  sea;  and  having  waited  a  day  or  two  longer,  by  the  urgent  request  of  the  consul, 
and  favorable  intelligence  then  arriving  from  the  interior,  I  sailed  from  Vera  Cruz.  Encountering  a  long 
norther  soon  after  I  had  got  to  sea,  my  crew  were  necessarily  exposed  to  bad  weather;  and,  as  a  conse- 
quence, the  fever  then  lurking  in  our  systems  rapidly  developed  itself.  Many  of  my  officers  and  crew 
were  taken  down;  and  having,  at  length,  but  one  lieutenant  capable  of  duty,  and  being  destitute  of  suit- 
able nourishment  for  the  sick,  I  anchored  off  Tampico  to  procure  a  supply.  Here  terror  was  found  at  its 
heio-ht;  for,  in  addition  to  the  commotion  of  the  interior,  the  soldiers  of  the  garrison  had  threatened  to 
sack  the  houses  of  our  mercantile  establishments.  At  the  strong  and  repeated  solicitation  of  our  consul, 
I  was  induced  to  receive  on  board  all  the  specie  belonging  to  our  countrymen.  The  imminent  jeopardy 
it  was  placed  in,  left  me  no  ground  for  refusal.     It  amounted  to  a  fraction  less  than  $40,000. 

Happily  we  obtained  a  supply  of  those  articles  which  had  become  indispensable,  and  which  have,  no 
doubt,  saved  many  lives.  I  regret  to  state,  that  Midshipmen  Bushrod  W.  Turner,  and  Terrel  M.  Cren- 
shaw, died  of  fever.  Five  of  my  crew  have  also  died;  four  of  whom  of  fever,  and  the  fifth  of  chronic 
diarrhcBa.  Doctors  Buchmore  and  Barrington  have  been  unremitting  in  their  attention  to  the  sick,  and 
have  given  ample  evidence  that  they  may  be  relied  on  at  any  future  emergency.  It  may  not  be  deemed 
irrelevant  to  state,  that  in  consenting  to  receive  the  specie  at  Tampico,  I  was,  in  a  great  degree,  influenced 
by  the  opinion  of  these  gentlemen,  who  declared  to  me  their  conviction  that  a  change  of  climate  had 
become  necessary  to  restore  our  numerous  invalids,  and  defend  us  from  future  contagion. 

p.  S.— It  is  highly  gratifying  to  me  to  state,  that  the  French  packet,  said  to  have  been  captured  and 
robbed  by  her  crew,  and  the  officers  and  passengers  murdered,  arrived  in  safety  at  Vera  Cruz,  during  my 
stay  there,  and  the  whole  story  thus  happily  ascertained  to  be  a  false  and  criminal  fabrication. 
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ON  CLAIM  OF  HENEY  ECKFORD,  FOR  RENT  OF  GROUND  NEAR  SACKETT'S  HARBOR,  FOR 
THE  USE  OF    THE  NAVY. 

COMMrXICATED   TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    DECE^tBER    10,     1828. 

Navy  Department,  December  8,  1828. 
The  honorable  speaker  of  the  House  of  Bepresentalives; 

Sir:  A  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the    2d  May  last,  referred  the  petition  of 
Henry  Eckford  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  report  thereon  at  the  next  session  of  Congress. 


PAY  OF  CERTAIN  0  P^  F  I  C  E  R  S  IN  THE  NAVY. 


In  compliance  with  that  resolution,  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  the  honor  to  report,  tliatthc  claim 
of  Henry  Eckford  has  been  examined,  and  is  believed  to  be  just. 

During  the  war  with  Great  Britain,  Commodore  Chauncey  was  instructed  to  Imild  two  sliips  of  tlie 
lino. 

An  examination  of  the  o-round  in  tlic  vicinity  of  Sackett's  Harbor,  for  suitable  places  to  build  upon, 
was  made,  and  twn  sites  sclcrtrd  ami  |iiii-clias(>d,  to  avoid  any  future  difficulties  with  the  owners. 

In  till'  scltlriiKMit  lire. mill, )d(,i-|.  ('iiiniiicfy's  accounts,  the  sums  paid  for  this  land  were  rejected,  on 
the  plea  tliat  there  was  iiu  anthnrity  tn  pin-,  liase  land,  except  by  a  law  of  Congress,  and  it  therefore  re- 
mained in  his  possession.  Not  waiitiii--  the  huid,  he  sold  it  to  Mr.  Eckford,  at  its  cost,  and  Mr.  Eckford 
has  charged  rent  from  the  date  nf  liie  mi-inal  purchase;  he  having  allowed  Commodore  Chauncey  in- 
terest on  the  amount,  from  the  time  uf  pmcliase. 

Rent  was  paid  mi  one  let   tn  the  1st  .la 
ary,  1827,  when  llie  debt  i iiiiteil  tn  S4,l(; 

thedispnsal   nf    the    |)e|.altn,eMl,    Wltllniit     in 

the  claim  was  tlierelore  ri'lerred  tn  Cnngn's. 

There  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  agreement  with  Mr.  Eckford,  for  the  r 
sell,  for  ten  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars,  exclusive  of  the  rent  due,  all  the  lai 
from  Commodore  Chauncey;  embracing  300  acres  with  timber  growing  upon  it. 

The  only  course  now  left  is,  to  pay  the  rent,  and  continue  to  pay  it- — -to  purchase  the  land — or,  to  i-e- 
move  the  vessels  or  sell  them.  Should  an  appropriation  be  made  for  the  payment  of  the  rent,  it  is  re- 
spectfully suggested,  that  on  the  1st  January  next,  it  will  amount  to  $5,240  (iive  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  dollars.) 

The  pajiers  whieh  accompanied  the  resolution  are  herewitli  returned,  as  they  may  be  required  in  the 
further  examinatinn  nf  the  case. 

Respectfully  submitted.  SAM'L.  L.  SOUTHARD. 


,  1S23;   i 


ulisequent  claim  was  made  until  Janu- 

nnt  be  paid  out  of  the  funds  then  at 

■  wliich  the  appropriations  were  made; 


He  now  oifers  to 
md  which  he  purciiased 
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[2d  Sessiox. 


APPLICATION  AND  STATEMENT  RELATIVE  TO  AN  INCREASE  OF  THE  PAY  OF  CAPTAINS 
AND  MASTERS  COMMANDANT  IN  THE  NxVVY. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    SENATE    DECEMBER    11,    1828. 

By  the  general  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  army,  a  master  commandant  in  the  navy  ranks  as 
a  major.  A  captain  in  the  navy,  from  the  date  of  his  commission,  ranks  with  a  lieutenant  colonel  in  the 
army;  five  years  after  the  date  of  his  commission,  ranks  a  colonel;  ten  years  after  the  date  of  his  com- 
mission, ranks  a  brigadier  general;  fifteen  years  after  the  date  of  his  commission,  ranks  a  major  general. 

In  the  army  of  the  United  States. 


Major  general  . .  . 
Brigadier  general 

Colonel 

Lieutenant  colonel 
Major   


$2,400 

1,248 

900 


$2,190 

1,752 

876 

876 

594 


$480 
360 
300 
240 
240 


$126 


$644  64 
483  48 
322  32 


$672 
480 
384 


$6,512  64 
4,422  48 
2,941  80 
2,518  32 
2,106  32 


Present  pay  and  einoluments 


avy  of  the  United  States  afloat. 


A  captain  commanding  a  squadron 

A  captain  commanding  a  ship  of  the  line 

A  captain  commanding  a  vessel  of  less  than  thirty-two  gu 
A  master  commandant 


$100  00 
100  00 
75  00 
60  00 


$2,640  00 
1,930  00 
1,447  50 
1,176  25 
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Proposed  pay  and  emoluments  in  the  navy  afloat. 


Captain  commanding  a  squadron 

Captain  commanding  a  frigate  or  ship  of  the  hne  . . 
Captain  commanding  a  vessel  of  less  than  32  guns 
Master  commandant 


$30  00 
30  00 
30  00 
30  00 


$45  00 
45  00 
45  00 
37  50 


$542  50 
542  50 
542  50 
451  25 


$3,102  50 
2,472  50 
1,990  00 
1,627  50 


Extract  from  GoldshorougK  s  Naval  Chronicle,  vol.  1,  p.  344,  note. 

In  the  Dutch  navy,  the  pay  of  a  captain  is— 

If  commanding  a  seventy-four,  9,000  guilders  per  annum,  or $3,600  00 

If  commanding  a  frigate,            8,000  guilders  per  annum,  or 3 ,  200  00 

If  commanding  a  sloop,               5,000  guilders  per  annum,  or 2,000  00 

In  the  British  navy,  the  annual  compensation  is — 

Admiral  of  the  fleet %\^,^}^  00 

Aflrniril               13,l531  11 

V?cTadmVr;i::..: : 11,^'52  86 

Eear  admiral,  or  commodore,  with  a  captain  under  him 10, 160  00 

Captain  of  the  fleet 5,122  67 

Captain  of  a  first-rate,       800  to  900  men 3,272  87 

Captain  of  a  second-rate,  650  to  700  men 2,864  00 

Captain  of  a  third-rate,      600  to  650  men 2,455  11 

Captain  of  a  fourth-rate,    350  to  450  men 2, 045  33 

Captain  of  a  fifth-rate,        280  to  300  men 1,636  44 

Captain  of  a  sixth-rate,      125  to  175  men 1 ,432  00 

Captain  of  a  sloop,              100  or  less 1,227  55 

All  which  is  exclusive  of  indulgences  and  allowances  not  known  in  our  service. 


To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  memorial  of  the  undersigned,  masters  commandant  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  respectfully 

showeth: 

That  your  memorialists,  deriving  entire  confidence  from  the  justice  of  your  honorable  bodies,  and 
from  the  consideration  uniformly  given  to  those  who  have  petitioned  for  legislative  interposition,  are 
induced  respectfully  to  present  to  your  notice  the  great  inferiority  of  their  compensation,  compared  with 
that  of  other  officers  in  the  public  service. 

By  the  regulations  establishing  the  relative  rank  of  officers  in  the  army  and  navy,  masters  com- 
mandant are  assigned  a  rank  equal  to  that  of  majors  in  the  army;  and  by  an  act  of  Congress,  the  pay 
and  emoluments  of  a  major  were  fixed  as  follows: 

Yearly  pay,  at  $50  per  month $600  00 

Amount  of  rations,  4  per  diem,  at  20  cents 292  00 

Amount  of  forage  for  three  horses,  at  $8  per  month 288  00 

Amount  of  pay  and  rations  for  two  servants 266  00 

Amount  of  clothing  for  two  servants 60  00 

$1,506  00 


By  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  ' 
were  fixed  as  foliows: 


5th  February,  1799,  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  a  master  commandant 


Yearly  pay,  at  $60  per  month 

Amount  of  rations,  five  per  diem,  at  25  cents. , 


$720  00 

456  25 

$1,176  25 

Leaving  an  excess  in  favor  of  majors  in  the  army  of  $329.75.  In  addition  to  which  they  are  allowed 
24  cords  of  fire  wood,  and,  when  commanding  what  are  termed  department,  or  double  ration  posts, 
(advantages  which  masters  commandant  can  never  enjoy,)  their  income  amounts  to  $1,798  annually, 
exclusive  of  fire  wood  and  quarters. 

There  are  seven  navy  yards  and  five  recruiting  stations,  to  each  of  which  a  master  commandant  is 
allowed;  but  with  the  exception  of  those  officers,  no  one  of  the  rank  of  your  petitioners  receives  more 
than  the  pay  and  rations  before  exhibited,  even  when  acting  under  all  the  responsibilities  and  consequent 
expensiveness  of  a  separate  command. 

The  law  fixing  the  pay  of  a  master  commandant  was  passed  in  the  year  1799,  when  it  may  fairly  be 
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presumed  tliat  reo-ani  was  liad  to  tlio  resonrceH  of  tlie  comitrv,  and  tlie  cheap  ratt^  at  wliich  the  iieees- 
sariesof  life  could  tlr'ii  he  prncnn-d.  Since  that  period,  the'  salarh's  and  pay  of  most  of  the' piddic 
officers  m  the  .-ivil  and  n.ihl.-iry  .lei.artineiits  have  l.eeii  repeatedly  and  greatly  increased,  whih-  tiiat  of 
your  iH'tithin.TS  has  ivniain,.d  the  same. 

Your  mennnialists  wenhl  further  r.'speetfull y  ri'preseiit,  that  lliey  are  a  class  of  officers  usually 
placed  in  connnand  ot  sloops-of-war;  and,  although  they  may,  and  do,  command  vessels  carrying  more 
than  twenty  guns,  that,  by  the  construction  of  the  law,  and  the  usage  of  the  service,  they  are  only 
allowed  the  pay  and  rations  before  stated,  while  they  arc  subject  to  the  same  heavy  expenses  as  com- 
manders of  larger  vess,ds,  in  ..utiils  and  entei'laininenls,  in  the  interchange  of  civilities  with  foreign 
officers  and  strangers,  as  well  as  with    their  n\v,i  ..lli.-eis. 

Your  niein-.rialisls  ask  yeur  lini„,raiile  liedies  tn  take  into  i-nnsideration  the  great  length  of  time  they 
have  to  serve  in  each  grade,  witlieut  any  |nns|,eet  .if  brevet  i.ink  and  its  advantages,  i'here  are  thirty- 
three  masters  commandant,  fenr  lA'  whom  ha\-e  serveil  twi^nly-l  liree  ^-ears,  ll\-e  lia\-.'  sei\'eil  I  went  \-t  wd 
years,  five  have  served  twenty  years,  and  ninetemi  ha\'e  serxed  u|i\vards  of  nineti'en  xc.ns,  in  llie'navv 
Very  tew  of  them  are  much  les.s  ihan  fn-tv  years  ,if  age,  and  t\venl\-si.\  ,.f  them  have' heen 'married  ■u'ni 
have  families.  Xo  persen  in  the  navy  can  'l,y  law,  leave  nnav  than' half  his  monthly  pay,  when  abroad, 
Ibr  the  support  uf  his  lamily  ami  the  edne.aihm  ,,t  his  .■hildren.  The  half  monthly  pay  of  a  master  com- 
maiidanl  amounts  to  thr<'e  hundre.l  and  sixiy  (loijais  p.a'  annnni;  and,  if  he  have  no  other  resource,  his 
family  must  ictire,  during  his  al>senee,  to  ol  is  cure  and  cheap  board;  and  after  his  return  from  a  long  and 
exiiensive  cruise,  must  select  some  frugal  residem'e  loawail  the  period  in  which  his  services  may  be 
re(piire.l,  without  any  of  the  allow  .ince>  for  ipiai  leis.  luel,  and  servants,  which  are   provided  by  the  gov- 

Your  memorialists  have  endeavored  briefly  to  lay  before  your  honorable  bodies  the  ju-iueiiial  facts  in 
relation  to  their  peiadiar  situation,  confident  that  their  feelings  and  mi"iti\-es  cannot  he  misunderstood,  as 
none  hold  in  higher  estimation  the  meritorious  services,  the  distinguished  chaiacters,  and  exalted  claims 

Your  meinoiialisis  pray  your  h rahle  liodies  to  take  into  consideration  the  facts  herein  stated;  and 

that  they  nia\  he  jikiced  on  such  footing  with  tlieii-  brother  officers,  as,  in  your  wisdom,  will  enable  them 
better  to  mainiain  liie  respectabilily  and  I'a.ik  of  commanders  of  men-of-war,  and  representatives  of  their 
country  abroad. 

And  your  memorialists,  as  in  duty  bound,  wdl  ev<u-  jiray,  &c. 
JESSE  WILKIXSOX.  JOHN  ( i.\LI;.\(;ilEi;.      "  JOSEPH  S^nTlT 

THOS.  APCATESBY  JONES.        TIL  lloldHl'  .-Tl-VEXS.  (^EOKCH  W.  .-^TOKER. 

JOHN  POUTER  JOHN  1).  SbdAT.  DEVHbbY  KKXXOX, 

AVM.  B.  SHUl'.KICK.  MATTllHW  C   I'HT.PY.  Fi;.\X(MS  H.   (ii;E(i()RY. 

FOXHALL  A.  PARKER.  CHAS.  AV.  SKTNXER.  PHILIP  F.  YOORIIKES. 

EDWARD  M'CALL.  OTHO  NORRIS.  BENJAMIN  COOPER. 

DANIEL  TURNER.  JOHN  T.  NEXYTON.  WILLIAM  L.  (JORDON. 

I  have  signed  the  names  of  the  officers  attached  to  this  memorial  by  authority  derived  expressly 
from  themselves. 

TH.  HOLDUP  STEVENS,  Master  Commandant  United  States  Navy. 

Washington-,  December  *l,  1828. 


20th  Congress.]  No.    373.  [2d  Session. 

ON  THE  EXPEDIENCY  OF  CONNECTING  WITH  THE  NAVY  YARDS  ESTABLISHMENTS  FOR 
MANUFACTURING  CORDAGE  AND  CANVAS  FROM  AMERICAN  HEMP,  FLAX  AND 
COTTON,  FOR  THE  NAVY. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  DECEMBER  22,  1S28. 

Navy  Department,  December  16,  1828. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  II,,use  of  Repn^sentatives,  of  tlie  12th  May  last,  directing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Xavv  '■  to  pr.'pare  and  r.'port  a  plan  and  .'stimates  f  a-  connecting  with  two  or  more  of 
the  navy  yards  of  the  bnit.'d  Stales  as  manv  e.l  aMishments  for  purchasing,  water^rot  t  ing.  and  pivparing 
for  man'ui'act lire,  American  hemp  and  llax,  and  also  cotton,  as  well  as  f  a-  manufact  nring  the  same  into 
cordage  and  canvas,  for  the  use  of  the  navy,"  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy 
of  a  letter  from  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy. 

A  careful  consideration  has  been  given  to  the  resolution,  and  it  has  been  found  impracticable,  in  any 
view  which  th.'  Deparlment  can  take  of  (he  subject,  to  unite  the  |u-opose<!  establishments  f  ,r  water-rotting 
hemp  and  llax  to  our  navv  yards;    and  tlieivf.av  a  plan  i'or  this  connc-tion  is  not  and  .annot  ]„■  given. 

The  whole  of  our  navy  yards,  with  th<'  .exception  of  New  V-n-k  and  Rensacola,  have  recently  been 
examined,  and  plans  formed  for  their  fntun'  ini]u-ovenieut,  wliich  have  leceivd  the  sanction  of  the 
Executive,  and  which  would  be  injuriously  deranged  by  any  effort  to  accomiilish  that  ohject.  Nor, 
indeed,  is  it  perceived  how  it  would  be  practical. Ic  to  .hi  it,  if  these  plans  of  improvement  had  not  been 
made.  If  such  establishments  are  to  be  famed,  the  nature  of  the  labor,  and  the  cir.aimstances  attending 
it,  would  require  that  they  should  be  at  a  distance  from,  and  altogether  unconnected  with  the  navy 
yards.  Health  and  comfut  would  demand  that  the  two  should  be  separated.  The  buildings  to  be 
erected  for  the  reception  of  hemp  and  lla.\,  the  works  necessary  for  rotting  it,  in  situations  such  as  those 
of  our  navy  yards,  and  the  individuals  to  be  employed  at  the  labor,  are  of  a  chai-acter  totally  distinct  from 
these  now  at  our  naval  establishments.  They  would  form  new  and  different  employments  and  business. 
The  same  difficulties  occur,  and  the  same  remarks  are  applicable,  as  regards  the  manufacture  of  canvas. 
VOL.  Ill 31  L 
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On  the  latter  part  of  the  resolution,  for  manufacturing  hemp  into  cordage,  no  difficulty  is  felt  to  exist. 
The  opinion  has  heretofore  been  expressed,  that  establishments  for  this  object  ought  to  be  connected  with 
one  or  more  of  our  navy  yards;  and  additional  experience  has  proved  that  it  would  be  wise  and  economi- 

Ar*estimate  for  this  purpose  is  added.  A  single  establishment,  which  might  be  erected  with  the 
amount  estimated,  and  which  should  be  placed  either  in  the  xXorfolk  yard,  or  near  to  the  one  m  Wash- 
ington, would  be  sufficient  to  supply  all  wants  of  the  navy,  and  would  secure  us  the  best  possible  manu- 

^^'Tespectfully  submitted.  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

The  Hon.  Speaker  (/ ^/le  House  of  Represenlatives. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Board  of  Navy  Commissioners  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated — 

Navy  Commissioners'  Office,  October  31,  1828. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  communication  of  the  11th  instant,  calling 
for  a  plan  and  estimates  for  connecting  with  two  or  more  of  the  navy  yards  as  many  establishments  for 
purchasing,  water-rotting,  and  preparing  for  manufacture,  American  hemp  and  flax,  and  also  cotton,  as 
well  as  for  manufacturing-  the  same  into  cordage  and  canvas,  for  the  use  of  the  navy. 

Never  having  contemplated  such  establishments  as  necessary  appendages  to  navy  yards,  none  such 
having  been  connected  with  either  ours,  or  those  of  any  country  in  Europe,  the  Commissioners  have 
not  extended  their  inquiries  to  the  subject,  and  are  not  prepared  to  afford  satisfactory  information  upon 
the  various  points  involved  in  the  call. 

To  obtain  such  information,  it  would  be  necessary  to  consult  practical  men,  engaged  in  the  erection 
of  such  works,  in  making  the  machinery  required,  and  in  all  the  various  processes  of  preparing  and 
manufacturing  hemp,  flax,  and  cotton;  and  would  unavoidably  occupy  a  considerable  length  of  time, 
probably  so  long  as  to  exclude  any  report  upon  the  subject  during  the  ensuing  session  of  Congress. 

The  board  would,  with  great  deference,  suggest  for  your  consideration,  whether  the  rotting  of  hemp 
and  flax  within  or  near  either  of  our  navy  yards,  would  not  have  a  tendency  to  render  them  unhealthy; 
and  they  would  observe,  that  the  yards,  having,  under  the  act  of  Congress  "  for  the  gradual  improvement 
of  the  navy,"  been  arranged  with  reference  to  their  future  improvement,  could  not,  without  deranging 
the  plans  adopted,  admit  of  the  proposed  establishments. 

Estimate 

For  a  building  of  brick,  900  feet  long,  thirty-five  feet  wide  in  the  clear,  eleven  feet  high.  The  walls 
to  be  fourteen  inches  thick,  having  120  windows,  with  ledged  shutters,  three  feet  by  four,  and  twenty 
ledged  doors,  with  frames,  &c.,  complete;  the  roof  to  be  framed  with  common  rafters,  to  be  laid  on  wall 
plates,  having  two  collar  beams  to  each  pair,  sheeted  and  covered  with  slate — 

Cost,  including  all  materials $15 ,  024  16 

Add,  for  machinery  and  hemp  house,  &c.,  &c 18 ,  000  00 


20th  Congress.]  No.    374.  [2d    Session. 

NAVAL   REGISTER   FOR   THE    YEAR    1829. 

communicated   to    the    senate    DECEMBER    31,    1828. 

Navy  Department,  December  31,  1828. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the  Senate,  fifty  copies 
of  the  Naval  Register  for  the  year  1829,  prepared  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  Congress,  passed  on  the 
13th  day  of  December,  1815. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully.  Sic, 

SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 
To  the  President  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
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Baltimore  station. 
Sloop  Warren. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Exploring  expedition. 
Frigate  Guerriere. 
Waiting  orders. 
Sloop  Falmouth. 
Schooner  Porpoise. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Leave  of  absence. 

Frigate  Brandywine. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Waiting  orders. 
Exploring  expedition. 

Mediterranean. 
Sloop  Fairfield. 
Sloop  Vandalia. 
Leave  of  absence. 

waiting  orders. 
Schooner  Grampus. 
Leave  of  absence. 

III! 

Waiting  orders. 
Exploring  expedition. 
Sloop  Vincennes. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Leave  of  absence. 

Sloop  St.  Louis. 
Schooner  Porpoise. 
Exploring  expedition. 
Frigate  Java. 
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Maryland   
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South  Carolina 

Massachusetts 
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New  York 
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.    New  Hampshire  .... 
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Feb.        1,1814.. 
Nov.     30,1814.. 
Jan.      24,1815.. 
Jan.      28,1815.. 
March    4,  1816.. 

do 
March  18,  1816.. 
June     18,1812.. 
Feb.       1,1814.. 
June     18,1812.. 
April     15,1813.. 
Nov.       9,1813.. 
Feb.        1,1814.. 
March  14,  1814.. 
June     17,1814.. 
Nov.     30,1814.. 

do 

do 

do 
Jan.        1,1815.. 
Jan.      11,1815.. 
March  11,  1815.. 

Dec.     20,1815.. 
Juno       6,1815.. 
Dec.      19,1815.. 
Jan.        1,1816.. 
May     30,1816.. 

do 
Jan.        1,  1817.. 

do 
May      30,1816.. 

do 

do 
March    1,1817.. 
Jan.        1,1818.. 
March    4,  1817.. 
July       4,1817.. 
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John  Marston,  jr 

Henry  Bruce 

William  D.  Newman 

Henry  .\.  Adams 

Alexiinder  B.  Pinkman 

William  H.  Homer 

James  D.  Knight 

Joseph  Mattison 

William  S.  Walker 

James  C.  Bougham 

George  F.  Pearson 

1826. 
James  T.  Gerry 

John  S.  Nicholas 

Samuel  F.  Dupont 

William  L.  Hudson 

William  H.  Campbell 

Joseph  M.  Nicholson 

James  P.Wilson 

George  A.  Magruder 

J.  Edward  Calhoun 

John  Pope  
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Receiving  ship.  New  York. 
Navy  yard,  Philadelphia. 
Receiving  ship.  New  York. 
Sloop  Falmouth. 

Rendezvous,  New  York. 
Exploring  expedition. 
Sloop  St.  Louis. 
Mediterranean. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Frigate  Guerriere. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Charleston  station. 
Sloop  Boston. 
Waiting  orders. 

Leave  of  absence. 
Waiting  orders. 
Waiting  orders. 

Leave  of  absence. 
West  Indies. 
Rendezvous,  Carlisle. 
Sloop  Vandalia. 
Waiting  orders. 
Waiting  orders. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Waiting  orders. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Waiting  orders. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Waiting  orders. 
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Jan.       1,1818.... 
Nov.       3,1818.... 
Jan.        1,1818.... 
July       4,1818.... 
Jan.        1,1818.... 

do 

do 
Nov.       3,1818.... 

May      10,1820.... 
Dec.     15,1819.... 
March    3,1819.... 
Dec.     13,1818.... 
May      10,1820.... 

do 
May      28,1819.... 
Feb.      27,  1819.... 
May      10,1820.... 
Dec.        3,1819.... 
Jan.      26,1819.... 
Dec.      30,1820.... 
May      10,1820.... 

do 

do 
Aug.     21,1819.... 
May      10,1820.... 

do 
July     26,1820.... 
March    4,  1819.... 
July       4,1817.... 
June     18,1812.... 
March  24,  1819.... 
May      10,1820.... 
March  30,  1820.... 
Jan.       1,1819.... 
May      10,1820.... 
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Receiving  ship,  Norfolk. 
Navy  yard,  Philadelphia. 
Charleston,  S.  C.     Unwell. 

Hospital,  Boston. 
Leave  of  absence. 
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Navy  yard,  Portsmouth. 
Navy  yard.  New  York. 
Frigate  Hudson. 
Marine  barracks,  Washington. 
Hospital,  Norfolk. 
Rendezvous,  Baltimore. 
Leave  of  absence.     Sick. 
Leave  of  absence. 
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Sloop  Erie. 
Frigate  Java. 
Rendezvous,  New  York. 
Furlough. 
Sloop  Vandalia. 
Hospital,  Pensacola. 
Sloop  St.  Louis. 
Sloop  Falmouth. 
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Sloop  Natchez. 
Sloop  Hornet. 
Sloop  St.  Louis. 
Schooner  Dolphin. 
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Delaware  74. 

Receiving  ship,  Philadelphia. 

Sloop  Vincennes. 

Sloop  Vincennes. 

Frigate  Guerriere. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Delaware  74. 

Sloop  Lexington. 

Schooner  Porpoise. 

Sloop  Erie. 
Sloop  Warren. 
Sloop  Vandalia. 
Schooner  Porpoise. 

Delaware  74. 
Frigate  Guerriere. 

Frigate  Guerriere. 
Exploring  expedition. 
Sloop  St.  Louis. 
Frigate  Guerriere. 
Sloop  Vandalia. 
Naval  school.  New  York. 
Sloop  Hornet. 
Waiting  orders. 
Availing  orders. 

Under  examination. 
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Sloop  St.  Louis. 
Sloop  St.  Louis. 
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Frigate  Guerriere. 
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■2 
1 

Under  examination. 
Sloop  Boston. 
Frigate  Hudson. 

Leave  of  absence. 
Under  examination. 
Sloop  Hornet. 
Frigate  Hudson. 
Frigate  Hudson. 
Exploring  expedition. 
Frigate  Hudson. 
Frigate  Hudson. 
Receiving  ship,  Norfolk. 
Sloop  Fairfield. 
Sloop  Vincennes. 

Schooner  Dolphin. 
Sloop  AVarren. 
Sloop  Lexington. 
Frigate  Brandywine. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Sloop  Natchez. 
Delaware  74. 
Sloop  Natchez. 

Frigate  Hudson. 
Delaware  74. 
Sloop  Falmouth. 
Sloop  Erie. 
Frigate  Gueniere. 
Sloop  Vandalia. 

4 
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Maryland 

Virginia 

Maryland    

District  of  Columbia. 

do 

Maryland    

South  Carolina 

District  of  Columbia. 

Maryland    

Pennsylvania 

Maryland 

Alabama 

Virginia 

do       

Florida 

Maine 

South  Carolina 

New  York 

Tennessee 

Massachusetts 

Michigan 

Delaware 

Pennsylvania  

Louisiana 

Virginia  

Kentucky 

Pennsylvania  

South  Carolina 
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Alabama 

South  Carolina 

Kentucky   
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Tennessee 

Michigan 

Connecticut 

Pennsylvania   

Massachusetts   
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Virginia 

Pennsylvania 

Kentucky 

Pennsylvania 

South  Carolina 
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Alabama  

South  Carolina  .."... 
Kentucky 
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May      10,1820.... 

do 
March     4,1823.... 
Aug.     19,1823.... 
Aug.     27,1823.... 

do 
Nov.     14,1823.... 
April    21,1824.... 
June     27,1824.... 
July     14,1824.... 
Nov.     16,1824.... 
Dec.        1,1824.... 

do 
Jan.        1,1825.... 

do 
Feb.       1,1825.... 

do 
March    1,1825.... 
Nov.     25,1825.... 
Feb.        1,1826.... 

do 

do 

do 
April      1,1826.... 

do 
Nov.       1,1826.... 
Feb.       1,1827.... 
April      1,  1827 .... 

do 
May       1,1827.... 
Oct.        1,1827.... 
Nov.       1,1827.... 

do 
Dec.        1,1827.... 
April      1,1828.... 

do 

do 

do 
May       1,1828.... 
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May     10,1820.... 

do 
March     4,1823.... 
Aug.     19,1823.... 
Aug.     27,1823.... 

do 
Nov.     14,1823.... 
April    21,  1824.... 
June     27,1824.... 
July     14,1824.... 
Nov.     16,1824.... 
Dec.       1,1824.... 

do 
Jan.        1,1825.... 

do 
Feb.       1,1825.... 

do 
March    1,1825.... 
Nov.     25,1825.... 
Feb.       1,1826.... 

do 

do 

do 
April      1,1826.... 

do 
Nov.       1,1826.... 
Feb.       1,1827.... 
April      1,1827.... 

May        1,1827.... 
Oct.        1,1827.... 
Nov.       1,1827.... 

do 
Dec.       1,1827.... 
April      1,1828.... 

do 

do 

do 
May        1,1828.... 
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William  M'Blair 
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Horatio  G.   Myers 

•Ezekiel  Mulford 

Alexander  C.  Maury 

Thomas  W.  MelviU 

James  P.  M'Kinstry 

James  T.  MDonough 

•Richard  W.  Meade 

James  F.  Miller 

D.  B.  Morgan 

♦George  Minor 

Bernard  J.  Moeller 

•Virgil  M'Craeken 

*G.  M.  Meredith 

•.John  Middleton 

•Alexander  McClung 

•Joseph   Moorehead 

♦David  McDougal 

•George  Maoomber 
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Navy  yard,  Philadelphia. 
Schooner  Dolphin. 
Mediterranean. 
Waiting  orders. 
Frigate  Guerriere. 
Waiting  orders. 
Waiting  orders. 

Under  examination. 
Frigate  Guerriere. 
Furlough. 
Wailing  orders. 

Delaware  74. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Waiting  orders. 

Sloop  Vinccnnes. 
Under  examination. 
Under  examination. 
Under  examination. 
Sloop  Lexington. 
Frigate  Java. 
Sloop  Lexington. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Frigate  Java. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Sloop  Falmouth. 
Sloop  Falmouth. 
Sloop  Fairfield. 
Sloop  Fairfield. 
Sloop  Erie. 
Frigate  Guerriere. 
Sloop  Fairfield. 
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June  1,1828.... 
July  1,1828.... 
Oct.  1,1828.... 
Nov.       1,1828.... 
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do 

Dee.      13,1823.... 
May      27,1824.... 
Jan.        1,1825.... 
April      1,1828.... 

Jan.        1,1825.... 
March    1,  1825.... 
Nov.       1,1828.... 

Nov.     12,1819.... 
May        1,1822.... 

do 
Jan.        1,1823.... 
Jan.        1,1825.... 
March    1,1825.... 

do 

do 
April    12,1825.... 
Feb.        1,1826.... 
August  1,  1827.... 
Sept.      1,1827.... 
Oct.        1,1827.... 

do 

do 
Nov.      1,1827.... 
Dec.       1,1827.... 
Jan.        1,1828.... 
April      1,1828.... 

do 

do 

1 1 

May  1,1828.... 
June  1,1828.... 
July  1,1828.... 
Oct.  1,1828.... 
Nov.       1,1828.... 

do 

do 

Dec.      13,1823... 
May      27,1824.... 
Jan.       1,1825.... 
April      1,1828.... 

Jan.       1,1825.... 
March     1,1825.... 
Nov.       1,1828.... 

Nov.     12,1819.... 
May        1,1822.... 

do 
Jan.        1,1823.... 
Jan.        1,1825.... 
March     1,1825.... 

do 

do 
April     12,1825.... 
Feb.       1,1826.... 
August  1,  1827.... 
Sept.       1,1827.... 
Oct.        1,1827.... 

do 

do 
Nov.       1,1827..., 
Dec.        1,1827.... 
Jan.       1,1828.... 
April      1,1828.... 

do 

do 

1 

1 
1 

a  1 

\ 
ft 

% 

t 

1 

|5 

i 

|z 

1 

6      ; 

1 

c 

1 

I 

\ 

% 

a. 

£ 

1 

"1 

p 

E 

c- 

1 

1 
J 

i 

1 

1 

g 
1 

1 

.2 

s 

1 

1 
5 

>^ 

1 
J 

t 

'  1 

1 

5 

I 

1 

1^ 

ll 

t 

1 

1 

264 


NAVAL    AFFAIRS. 


[No.  3t4. 
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Sloop  Erie. 

Under  examination. 

Under  examination. 

Under  examination. 

Sloop  Vincennes. 

Sloop  Fairfield. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Sloop  Vincenncs. 

Frigate  Brandywine. 

Delaware  74. 

Schooner  Grampus. 

Frigate  Java. 

Sloop  Natchez. 

Frigate  Guerriere. 

Waiting  orders. 

Naval  school,  Norfolk, 

Frigate  Guerriere. 

Frigate  Hudson. 

Navy  yard,  Boston. 

Navy  yard,  Portsmouth. 

Sloop  St.  Louis. 

Waiting  orders. 

Receiving  ship,  Philadelphia. 

Sloop  Natchez. 

Waiting  orders. 

Under  examination. 
Sloop  Boston. 
Under  examination. 
Under  examination. 
Sloop  Vincennes. 
Under  examination. 
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District  of  Columbia 

Maryland   

North  Carolina 

Virginia 
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District  of  Columbia, 

Ohio 

South  Carolina 

New  York 
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Vermont 

Pennsylvania 

District  of  Columbia, 
Ohio 

Pennsylvania 

New  York 

•Maryland   
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North  Carolina 
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do 
July        1,1828.... 
Nov.       1,1828.... 

May      10,1820.... 
May        1,1822.... 
March    4,1823.... 

do 
Aug.     19,1823.... 
Jan.        1,1825.... 
March    1,  1825,... 

do 
Oct.      24,1825.... 
Feb.       1,1826.... 
Aug.       1,1826.... 
Nov.       1,1826,... 

do 
March    1,1827.... 

do 
Nov.       1,1827.... 
April      1,1828.... 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
April     18,1828.... 
Nov.       1,1828.... 

do 

do 

May     10,1820.... 

do 

do 
March    4,1322.... 
May        1,1822.... 
Feb.       1,1823.... 
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April      1,1828.... 

do 
July       1,1828.... 
Nov.       1,1828.... 

May     10,1820.... 
May       1,1822.... 
March    4,  1823.... 

do 
Aug.     19,1823.... 
Jan.       1,1825.... 
March    1,1825.... 

do 
Oct.      24,1825.... 
Feb.       1,1826.... 
Aug.       1,1826.... 
Nov.       1,1826.... 

do 
M.arch     1,1827.... 

do 
Nov.       1,1827..., 
April      1,1828,... 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
April    18,1828.... 
Nov.       1,1828.... 

do 

do 

May      10,1820.... 

do 

do 
March    4,1822,... 
May        1,1822..., 
Feb.       1,1823.... 

i 
i5 

^ 

\l 

i 

I 

4 

I 

i 

I 

_ 

_ 

i 

1 

'  : 

.. 

<- 

1 
i 

i 

i 

J 

J 
= 
1 

:   S 

1  1 

1 

p: 
-1 

1 
i 

t 

1 

'  I 

1 
1 

i 

E 

i 

1 

f 
1 

1 

E 
1 

1 

It 

1828.] 


NAVAL    REGISTER. 


265 


1 

J 

J 
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Sloop  Vincennes. 
Sloop  Falmouth. 
Sloop  Fairfield. 
Frigate  Brandywiue. 
Sloop  Erie. 
Sloop  Erie. 
Delaware  74. 

Schooner  Grampus. 
Exploring  expedition. 
Sloop  Lexington. 
Schooner  Dolphin. 
Sloop  Erie. 
Sloop  Falmouth. 
Frigate  Hudson. 
Sloop  Hornet. 
Delaware  74. 
Sloop  Fairfield. 
Sloop  Vandalia. 
Sloop  Hornet. 
Schooner  Shark. 
Naval  school,  Norfolk. 
Sloop  St.  Louis. 
Schooner  Shark. 
Navy  school.  New  York. 
Sloop  Vandalia. 
Sloop  Fairfield. 
Navy  yard,  Philadelphia , 
Sloop  Vandalia. 
Waiting  orders. 
Sloop  Fairfield. 
Frigate  Guerriere. 
Frigate  Guerriere. 
Waiting  orders. 
Sloop  Natchez. 

Under  examination. 
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Original  entry  into 
the  service. 

March    4,1823.... 

do 

do 
June     20,1823.... 
Aug.     19,1823.... 
Aug.     25,1823.... 
Nov.     16,1824.... 

do 
Jan.       1,1825.... 
March    1,  1825.... 

do 

do 
Feb.       1,1826.... 
March    1,  1826.... 
April       1,1826.... 
June       1,1826.... 
July        1,1826.... 
Nov.       1,1826.... 
Feb.       1,1827.... 
April      1,1827.... 
July       1,1827.... 
Nov.       1,1827.... 
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April      1,1828.... 
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North  Carolina 

New  York 

Maine 

New  York 

Pennsylvania  

New  York 

District  of  Columbia 

Pennsylvania 
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Pennsylvania 

Florida 



Pennsylvania 

New  Jersey 

New  York 

Delaware 

Wales 

Maine 
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NewYork 
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Pennsylvania 
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Steam  frigate  Fulton. 
Sloop  Erie. 
Sloop  Falmouth. 
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Sloop  Lexington. 
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Naval  register  for  1829— Continued. 

YESSELS-OF-WAR  OF  THE  UXITED  STATES  NAVS 


When 
built. 


Where  emploj'ed. 


Ships  of  the  line — 7. 

Independence 

Franklin 

Washington 

Columbus 

Ohio 

North  Carolina 

Delaware 


Boston   

Philadelphia    .... 
Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

Washington 

New  York 

Philadelphia    .... 
Gosport,  Va 


Frigates,  1st  class- 
United  States 

Constitution 

Guerriere 

Java 

Potomac 

Brandy  wine 

Hudson 


Philadelphia 

Boston   

Philadelphia 
Baltimore  . . . 
Washington  . 
Washington . 
Purchased. . . 


1814., 
1815., 
1816., 
1819., 
1820., 
1820., 
1820., 


1791. 
1797. 
1814. 
1814. 
1821. 
1825. 
1826. 


Frigates,  2d  class — 

Congress 

Constellation 

Macedonian 

Fulton,  steamship. .    . 

Sloops-of-war— 1 6. 

John  Adams 

Cj^ane 

Hornet 

Erie 

Ontario 

Peacock   

Boston 

Lexington 

Vincennes    

Warren 

Natchez 

Falmouth 

Fairfield 

Vandalia    

St.  Louis   

Concord  


Portsmouth,  N.  H. 


Captured 
New  York 


Schooners,  &c.- 

Dolphin    

Grampus    

Porpoise 

Shark 

Fox 

Alert,  store  ship . . 
Sea  Gull,  galliot  . 


Charleston,  S.  C. 

Captured   

Baltimore 

Baltimore 

Baltimore 

New  York 

Boston 

New  York 

New  York. 

Boston    

Norfolk 

Boston   

New  York 

Philadelphia  .... 
Washington  .... 
Portsmouth 


Philadelphia 

Washington 

Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

Washington 

Purchased   , 

Captured   , 

Purchased , 


1797. 
1812. 
1815. 


1799. 
1815. 
1803. 
1813. 
1813. 
1813. 
1825. 
1825. 
1826. 
1826. 
1827. 
1827. 
1828. 
1828., 
1828., 
1828., 


1821. 
1821. 
1820. 
1821. 
1828. 
1812., 
1823., 


In  ordinary,  at  Boston. 
In  ordinary,  at  New  York. 
In  ordinary,  at  New  York. 
In  ordinary,  at  Boston. 
In  ordinary,  at  New  York. 
In  ordinary,  at  Gosport. 
In  the  Mediterranean. 


In  ordinary,  at  New  York. 

In  ordinary,  at  New  York. 

In  the  Pacific. 

In  the  Mediterranean. 

In  ordinary,  at  Washington. 

In  the  Pacific. 

Coast  of  Brazil. 


In  ordinary,  at  Washington. 
In  ordinary,  at  Norfolk. 
In  ordinary,  at  Norfolk. 
L'sed  as  a  receiving  ship  at  Ne^ 


In  ordinary,  at  Norfolk. 

In  ordinary,  at  Philadelphia, 

In  the  West  Indies. 

In  the  West  Indies. 

In  ordinary,  at  New  York. 

Exploring  expedition. 

On  the  coast  of  Brazil. 

In  the  Mediterranean. 

In  the  Pacific. 

In  the  Mediterranean. 

In  the  West  Indies. 

In  the  West  Indies. 

In  the  Mediterranean. 

Coast  of  Brazil. 

Pacific. 

Fitting  out  at  Portsmouth. 


In  the  Pacific. 

In  the  West  Indies. 

In  the  Mediterranean. 

In  the  West  Indies. 

Used  as  a  receiving  ship  at  Baltimore. 

Used  as  a  receiving  ship  at  Norfolk. 

Used  as  a  receiving  ship  at  Philadelphia. 


VESSELS  OF  THE  UXITED  STATES  XAVY. 


s 

■~ 

>% 

S 

S 

13 

"^ 

'"' 

1 

6 

4 

3 

3 

12 

3 

4 

2 

21 

17 

Ships  of  the  line. . , 
Frigates,  1st  class 
Frigates,  2d  class 
Sloops-of-war  .... 
Schooners,  &c 


Portsmouth,  N.  H. 
Charlestown,  Mass 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. . . 

Philadelphia 

Washington 

Gosport , 
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Eecapitulation. 


Captains 

Captains  of  vessels  above  twenty  and  under  tliirty-tvvo  guns  . 

Masters  commandant 

Lieutenants  commanding 

Lieutenants 

Sui-geons 

Assistant  surgeons 

Pursers   

Ch  iplains 

Passed  midshipmen   

Midshipmen 

Sailingmasters 

Boatswains 

Gunners   

Carpenters 

Saiimakers  

Schoolmasters   

Captains'  clerks 

Masters'  mates 


Carpenters'  mates  . 

Coxswains   

Quartergunners  . . . 
Quartermasters  . . , 
Masters-at-arms  . . , 

Armorers 

Stewards , 

Coopers  

Cooks    , 


Marine  corps: 
Lieutenant  colonels  commandant.  . 

Captains 

First  lieutenants   

Second  lieutenants 


1 

75 

9 

40 

24 

30 

15 

25 

Note. — Whenever  any  ofHcer  shall  be  employed  in  the  command  of  a  squadron  on  separate  service, 
the  allowance  of  rations  shall  be  double  during  the  continuance  of  such  command,  and  no  longer. 

The  commandant  of  the  marine  corps  receives,  in  addition  to  his  pay,  for  the  forage  of  three  horses, 
eight  dollars  per  month  each.  The  adjutant,  quartermaster,  and  paymaster,  thirty  dollars  per  month 
extra. 


Richard  Barnum. 
J.  Brinkerhoft". 
George  Clymer. 
C.  W.  Cloud. 
Daniel  Egbert. 
John  B.  Elliot. 
E.  H.  Freeland. 


John  L.  Ball. 

C.  W.  Chauncey. 

F.  A.  Deas. 

C.  H.  Hansford. 

William  W.  Hunter. 


SUPPLEMENT. 

Assistant  surgeons. 

H.  N.  Glentworth. 
Amos  Gambrill, 
George  B.  McKnight. 
G.  W.  Micks. 
J.  W.  Plummer. 
R.  K.  Sims. 
John  L.  Spencer. 

Passed  midshipmen. 

Samuel  Lockwood. 
John  H.  Marshall. 
John  W.  Mooers. 
Amasa  Paine,  rj. 
H.  H.  Rhodes. 


W.  A.  W.  Spotswood. 
C.  Sharpe. 
J.  V.  Smith 
William  Tyler. 
Frederick  Wessels. 
J.  F.  Whitehill. 
William  M.  Wood. 


Thompson  D.  Shaw. 
Edward  G.  Til  ton. 
Charles  C.  Turner. 


•  The  pay  of  surgeons  has  been  fixed,  by  a  recent  law,  at  from  fifty  dollars  per  month  and  two  ri 
month  and  sixteen  rations,  according  to  date  of  comniission. 

t  Assistant  surgeons,  from  thirty  dollars  and  two  rations,  to  forty-five  dollars  and  eight  rations. 


s  per  day,  to  eighty  dollars  a 
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20th  Congress.]  No.  375.  [2n  Sessiox. 

ON  THE  EXPEDIENCY  OF  ESTABLISHING  A  NAVY  YARD  OR  DEPOT  ON  THE  COAST 
BETWEEN  CAPE  HATTERAS  AND  FLORIDA. 

COJIMCNICATED    TO    THE    SENATE    JANUARY    6,    1829. 

Navy  Department,  December  26,  1828. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the  20th  of  May  hist,  "  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  be  directed  to  report  to  Congress,  at  their  next  session,  whetlier  tlic  rstaMishniciit  nf  a  navy  j^ard 
fertile  construction  and  repair  of  vessels-of-war,  or  a  depot  for  the  coUc(tii>ii  df  shi|i  limlMr,  at  some  point 
on  the  coast  between  Cape  Hatteras  and  Florida,  would  be  advantageous  {n  the  piililic  scivire;  and  that 
he  do  also  submit  to  the  Senate  all  the  infnnnntion  in  the  possession  of  llio  Ucpartnient,  showing  the 
facilities  afforded  for  sucli  an  ostaMishninit  \<y  ("liarlostou  and  15canlorl,  (South  Carolina,)  and  Savannah, 
Brunswick,  and  St.  Mary's,  ((ioorgia),  togriln'i-  with  tlic  oxpcnsc  of  cicating  tlio  same:" 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  Inis  the  honor  to  refer  to  tlie  reports  from  tliis  Department,  respecting  the 
surveys  of  Charleston,  St.  Mary's,  and  Savannah,  which  bear  date  19th  January,  1826,  and  28th  Decem- 
ber, 1827,  and  which  will  be  found  in  the  Congressional  documents. 

He  has  also  the  honor  to  enclose  the  results  of  the  survey  of  Brunswick,  marked  A,  and  of  Beaufort, 
marked  B. 

After  the  passage  of  the  resolution,  a  letter  was  directed  to  the  commanding  naval  officer  at  Char- 
leston, and  the  navy  agent  at  Savannah,  to  send  to  the  Department  such  information,  respecting  the 
facilities  of  those  places  for  naval  purposes,  as  they  could  procure,  or  as  should  be  furnished  by  others. 
No  report  has  yet  been  made  from  the  commanding  naval  officer  at  Charleston.  A  copy  of  the  answer 
of  the  navy  agent  at  Savannah  will  be  found  with  the  papers  now  transmitted,  marked  C.  Tliese  papers, 
with  the  charts,  statistical  and  other  woi'ks,  relating  to  that  portion  of  the  Union,  contain  "all  the  infor- 
mation in  possession  of  the  Department,  showing  the  facilities  afforded  for  such  establishments  "  at  those 
places. 

Many  letters  have  been  received  from  private  individuals,  respecting  some  of  the  harbors;  but  such 
letters  are  not  supposed  to  be  embraced  by  the  resolution,  and  therefore  copies  of  them  have  not  been 
made. 

No  detailed  estimate  of  the  expense  accompanies  this  report.  There  can  be  no  such  estimate  made, 
which  would  be  a  satisfactory  guide  to  an  appropriation,  until  after  a  survey  of  the  precise  spot  on  which 
the  navy  yard  is  to  be  located.  It  must  always  depend  on  the  nature  of  the  ground,  the  length  of  the 
piers  and  wharves,  and  on  a  great  variety  of  other  circumstances,  which  can  only  be  understood  after  a 
very  accurate  examination  by  persons  skilled  in  such  employments. 

The  Department  could  not  command  the  means  to  make  these  examinations,  nor  could  it  select  the 
place  without  the  direction  of  the  legislature,  and  the  designation  of  the  harbor  where  the  establishment 
was  to  be  made. 

It  is  believed,  however,  from  the  result  of  the  surveys,  the  great  difference  of  expense  would  be  found 
in  favor  of  any  one  of  the  harbors;  and  it  may  fairly  be  calculated,  that  not  less  than  $100,000  will  be 
required  to  make,  at  either,  an  establishment  on  the  most  moderate,  and  not  more  than  $500,000,  on  an 
extensive  scale. 

In  addition  to  the  information  called  for,  the  resolution  is  understood  to  require  answers  to  two 
inquiries : 

1.  Whether  the  establishment  of  a  navy  yard,  for  the  construction  and  repair  of  vessels-of-war,  at 
some  point  on  the  coast,  between  Cape  Hatteras  and  Florida,  would  be  advantageous  to  the  public  service. 

2.  Whether  a  depot  for  the  collection  of  ship  timber  ought  to  be  made  between  those  points. 

On  the  first  question  no  hesitation  is  felt.  A  conviction  of  the  interests  of  the  naval  service  con- 
strains to  the  decided  expression  of  an  oi>iiiion,  that  it  would  not  be  advantageous  to  tlie  service  to  estab- 
lish a  navy  yard,  either  lor  the  conslrnction  or  repair  of  vessels-of-war,  al  either  of  the  phioes  named,  or 
at  any  other,  between  Cape  Hatteras  ami  I'lorida,  which  has  been  pi-eseiited  lo  tlie  notice  of  the  Department. 

It  will  be  perceived,  on  an  exainiinition  of  the  evidence  and  documenls,  which  are  enclosed  and 
referred  to,  that  the  nature  of  the  entrance  to,  and  the  depth  of  water  at  tiie  bars  of  all  the  harbors  that 
have  been  surveyed,  are  such  that  a  navy  yard  at  either  could  be  used  only  for  building  and  repairing 
sloops-of-war,  and  similar  vessels. 

The  average  depth  of  water  over  th(>  bars  at  Charleston,  is  about  11  feet  at  high,  and  12  at  low 
water;  at  Beaufort,  22|  at  high,  ami  \.>  ai  low;  at  Savannah,  26  at  high,  and  18  at  low;  at  Brunswick,  21 
at  high,  and  15  at  low;  at  St"  Mary's,  |s  at  lii,-li,  and  1:2  at  low. 

The  average  draft  of  water  fur  ships  of  the  line  of  the  hrst  class,  is  about  26  feet;  of  the  second  class, 
25  feet. 

Frigates  of  the  first  class,  22  feet  6  inches;  of  the  second  class,  21  feet. 

Sloops  of  war  of  the  first  class.  It  feet;  of  the  second  class,  16  feet  6  inches. 

Schooners,  13  feet. 

The  draft  of  the  hulls,  without  masts,  spars,  or  rigging,  is,  for  ships  of  the  line  of  the  first  class,  19 
feet  8  inches;  of  the  second  class,  18  feet  6  inches. 

Frigates  of  the  first  class,  It  feet;  of  the  second  class,  16  feet  6  inches. 

Sloops-of-war  of  the  first  class,  14  feet;  of  the  second  class,  13  feet. 

Schooners,  9  feet. 

In  considering  this  subject,  no  good  cause  has  been  perceived  for  changing  the  opinion,  so  often 
expressed,  that  a  reduction,  rather  than  an  extension  of  the  number  of  establishments,  would  promote  the 
public  interests. 

At  every  navy  yard  there  must  be  buildings  for  officers,  store  houses,  timber  sheds,  shops  for  work- 
men, launching  ways,  wharves,  docks,  and  other  erections,  which  call  constantly  for  the  expenditure  of 
large  sums  of  money  for  repairs.  At  every  yard,  too,  there  must  be  ollicers,  workmen,  and  other  persons 
employed  in  the  various  duties,  whose  support  is  expensive  to  the  governnn  ni.  In  this  also,  as  in  busi- 
ness of  other  kinds,  concentrated  and  extensive  means,  properly  managed,  always  conduce  to  economy  in 
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producinjj  any  given  result.  At  large  and  well  organized  establishments,  ships  can  be  more  cheaply 
built,  and  more  cheaply  repaired,  than  at  lesser  ones;  and  as  we  must,  from  necessity,  have  at  other 
points  on  our  coast  extensive  establishments  for  vessels  of  the  larger  classes,  the  smaller  ones  may  be 
built  and  repaired  at  them  without  inconvenience,  and  without  the  cost  of  establishing  others  for  their 
separate  use.  Every  one  which  is  created,  beyond  the  number  required  by  the  extent  of  our  force,  is  au 
unnecessary  burden  upon  the  public  treasury,  and  upon  the  means  appropriated  for  the  support  of  the 
navy.  We  have  already  one  yard  fur  every  eight  vessels.  Our  error  is  in  having  too  many;  and  if 
'  other  causes,  obvious  in  their  c'h:iract<T,  aiid  arising  principally  from  the  nature  of  our  confederation,  do 
not  prevent,  the  time  will  come,  ihon^h  it  is  probably  yet  distant,  when  two  or  three  naval  establish- 
ments and  depots,  extensive  ami  wiM  a)i|Miinted,  will  provide  for  most  of  our  wants.  These  will  be  found 
in  the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake  ami  Nunaganset,  while  the  rest  of  our  yards  will  be  reserved  for  occa- 
sional use  only,  and  for  times  of  pressure  from  external  force. 

The  Chesapeake  and  Narraganset  must  forever  aiford  the  points  of  concentration  for  our  navy,  in 
active  warfare,  from  whence  a  combination  of  our  naval  force  can  most  readily  be  made,  and  from  whence 
our  fleets  and  squadrons  will  assail  an  enemy,  or  resist  the  attacks  of  any  powerful  marine  which  may 
invade  the  country,  or  hover  on  our  coasts. 

If  a  navy  yard  be  hereafter  required  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  south  of  Cape  Hatteras,  its  location  should, 
be  at  Thompson's  Island,  or  the  Dry  Tortugas:  positions  better  suited  to  the  object,  and  more  command- 
ing in  reference  to  the  commerce  of  the  Mississippi  and  the  gulf,  than  any  other  within  our  territory; 
positions  of  incalculable  importance,  when  Havana  shall  be  found  in  the  possession  of  an  enterprising  and 
powerful  enemy. 

It  is  then  confidently  believed  that  the  proposed  addition  to  the  number  of  our  navy  yards  would  not, 
at  this  time,  promote  either  economy  in  the  disposal  of  our  means,  or  energy  in  our  naval  operations. 

The  ports  to  which  the  inquiry  applies,  may,  in  times  of  war,  be  useful  to  our  small  vessels,  pursued 
by  an  enemy  or  seeking  refreshment;  and  may,  like  other  harbors,  afford  to  them  both  protection  and 
comfort,  and  should  have  proper  oflBcers  stationed  at  them  to  meet  these  calls;  but  they  are  not  necessary 
as  places  of  resort  in  time  of  peace,  nor  for  building  and  repairs. 

The  small  number  of  vessels  of  all  classes,  which  is  now  authorized  by  law,  and  the  increased  bat 
not  large  number  which  will  ever  be  called  for  by  the  true  interests  of  the  nation,  may  more  advanta- 
geously seek  the  supply  of  their  wants  in  other  ports,  to  which  nature  has  been,  in  some  points,  more 
liberal. 

The  answer  to  the  second  inquiry  is  supposed  to  depend  essentially  on  the  decision  of  the  first. 

Where  there  is  a  navy  yard,  it  follows,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  that  there  should  be  a  depot  for 
the  tiarber  to  be  used  at  it;  and  it  seems  not  to  be  less  true,  that  such  a  depot  is  not  necessary,  except 
where  vessels  are  to  be  built  or  repaired.  The  argument  which  seems  to  operate  most  strongly  in  favor 
of  a  depot  between  the  points  mentioned  in  the  resolution,  results  from  the  fact  that  our  most  valuable 
species  of  ship  timber  grows  there  and  on  the  borders  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico;  and  that  its  collection  at 
such  a  depot,  because  at  less  distance,  would  be  less  expensive  than  at  more  northern  navy  yards.  But 
this  argument  loses  its  force  by  the  considerations  that  it  would  be  necessary,  wherever  it  was  situated, 
to  carry  the  timber  to  it  by  water;  that  the  expense  of  procuring  this  timber  depends  much  upon  the 
difficulty  of  placing  it  on  shipboard;  and  that;  when  there,  the  distance  which  the  vessel  has  to  go  is 
matter  of  small  moment. 

The  cost  of  delivering  timber  at  our  northern,  is  little  greater  than  at  our  southern  yards;  and 
depends  less  on  their  distance  than  on  the  nature  of  the  navigation  by  which  they  are  to  be  approached. 
But  the  argument  is  deprived  of  all  its  force,  when  it  is  recollected  that,  if  the  timber  be  deposited  where 
it  is  not  to  be  used,  we  are  subjected  to  the  expense  of  double  freight  and  transportation — first  to  the 
depot,  and  afterwards  to  the  navy  yards.  Economy  requires  that  its  first  place  of  deposit  be  as  near  as 
possible  to  the  very  spot  where  it  is  to  be  used.  Even  its  removal  from  one  part  of  a  navy  yard  to  another, 
is  one  of  the  most  troublesome  and  oxpciisivo  operations  which  we  have  to  encounter.  Hence,  in  the 
plans  which  have  recently  been  made  ;iml  a]i|iiM\t  d,  iur  tli<'  iiniuuvement  of  the  yai'ds,  the  sheds  for  its 
preservation  are  placed  as  near  to  tin'  liuililin-'-ways  as  ntlicr  Mlijicts  would  permit.  The  navy  yards  now 
in  existence  will  afford  places  of  deposit  fur  all  the  timber  wliirli  we  can  procure,  and  it  will  be  as  well 
protected  and  preserved  in  them  as  it  can  be  in  any  other  location. 

Respectfully  submitted.  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

The  President  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 


A. 

Report  of  the  survey  of  the  harbor  of  Brunswick,  dx:,  Ac,  State  of  Georgia. 

Sir:  By  referring  to  the  diagram,  which  will  be  forwarded  to  the  Navy  Department,  you  will  i-eadily 
perceive  that  a  part  of  St.  Simon's  Sound,  and  Tui-tle  river,  as  far  up  as  Blyth's  Island,  has  been  neces- 
sarily included  in  the  survey  of  the  harbor  of  Brunswick. 

I  shall  be  consequently  constrained  to  deviate  in  the  following  report,  from  the  form  adopted  in  the 
preceding  one,  and  to  give  you  the  necessary  information,  without  regard  to  the  order  in  which  the 
interrogatories  have  been  put. 

The  principal  entrance  into  St.  Simon's  Sound,  from  the  Atlantic  ocean,  is  between  the  islands  of 
Jekyl  and  St.  Simon's.  There  are  extensive  sand  shoals  which  run  out  from  both  of  those  islands  towards 
the  ocean,  in  a  circular  direction,  until  they  meet,  at  a  distance  of  five  miles  and  a  quarter  from  the 
light  house  on  St.  Simons,  and  there  form  what  is  called  "  St.  Simon's  bar."  The  extent  of  those  shoals, 
and  the  general  depth  of  the  water  upon  them,  may  be  seen,  and  better  understood,  perhaps,  by  looking 
at  the  diagram.  I  will,  therefore,  confine  my  remarks  to  what  I  consider  the  channel  across  them,  or,  in 
other  words,  to  the  deepest  water  on  the  bar.  The  greatest  depth  of  water  that  can  be  relied  on  when 
crossing  the  above-mentioned  shoals,  is  from  fourteen  to  sixteen  feet,  as  it  is  affected  by  the  following 
circumstances: 

At  low  water,  during  the  spring  tides,  there  is  fourteen  feet;  at  low  water,  during  common  tides, 
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there  is  fifteen  feet  when  the  water  is  not  affected  by  the  wind.  Sixteen  feet  may  sometimes  be  brou"-ht 
over  at  k)w  water,  when  the  wind  has  been  for  any  time  blowing  from  the  eastward.  The  avera;:?e 
summit  level  of  the  tide  is  calculated  to  be  six  feet.  The  depth  of  the  water  upon  the  bar  is  affected  by 
the  wind,  to  a  greater  or  less  degree,  according  to  its  violence  and  duration.  The  wind  from  the  east- 
ward causes  the  tide  to  flow  over  its  ns;ual  level,  and  the  west  winds  sometimes  bluw  it  nut  bcinw  the 
ordinary  low  water  mark.  Tiie  sd-ciiu-tli  of  the  current  on  the  bar,  and  to  a  safe  aiicliMi-;i-c  within  it 
unaffected  by  the  wind,  is,  I  jml^-.',  almiit   two  miles  an  hour.     The  width  of  the   chaiincl  nn  the  bar  is 

about  three  hundred  yards,  and  the-   bottoni  is  hard  sand.     The  usual  eourse  over  tlie  b.ii-  ■■ni iui,,  port 

is  W.  N.  W.     I  willnhscrvc,  huwever,  that  I  do  not  think  that  fiftrcii  Let  ,■;,,,  l„.  r-Avr'u  d  nvn-  Uial  bar,  at 

low  water,  duriii,^'  < minu  tides,  on  any  one  course.     To  obtain  accnraii'ly  ilir  rmirsrs  ncccssaiv  tu  pass 

over  that  bar  in  the  dccix'st  possible  water,  it  will  require  more  lime,  and  miieb  nidic  rav.iralilc'weuther 
than  was  all<itt<d  \n  tlic  survey  which  I  am  now  reporting;  and  it  is'  also  necessary  that  it  should  be 
marked  with  pfniiaiicut  lumys. 

The  must  lax  Miablr  wind  to  go  to  sea  from  this  harbor,  is  the  northwest;  to  sail  into  the  harbor  the 
southeast  is  best.  Truai  September  till  November,  the  wind  generally  prevails  from  the  imrtliward' and 
eastward;  from  November  till  April,  from  the  northward  and  wi^iward;  ami  rrum  April  till  Si'ptcmber 
from  the  southward  and  westward.  There  is  safe  ancliMraui'  r.n- vcssrls  nf  thr  laiL;(st  class  iliat  can 
cross  the  bar,  to  almost  anj^  extent.  The  distance  from  the  liar  to  the  light  Imnsr  is  live  milrs  and  three- 
quarters;  from  the  light  house  to  the  town  of  Brunswick,  the  distance  is  eigiit  miles.  In  the  inain  channel 
from  the  light  house,  on  the  Island  of  St.  Simon's  to  the  town  of  Brunswick,  there  is  water  enouo-h  for 
any  ship  that  can  cross  the  bar. 

At  the  entrance  of  what  may  be  properly  called  the  inner  harbor  of  Brunswick,  there  is  a  mud  flat, 
the  channel  over  which  is  three  hundred  feet  wide,  and  in  length  one-half  mile.  On  this  shoal  nine  feet 
may  be  found  at  low  water  during  the  spring  tides,  and  ten  feet  at  low  water  during  common  tides.  The 
ebb  and  flow  o'f  the  highest  spring  tides  in  this  harbor,  is  ten  feet,  and  that  of  the  common  tides  is  eight 
feet;  which,  (considering  that  the  bottom  is  soft  mud,)  will  enable  any  vessel  that  can  cross  the  outer, 
or  Simon's  bar,  to  go  up  to  the  town  of  Brunswick.  The  tide  at  Brunswick  is  little  or  not  at  all  affected 
by  the  wind. 

Brunswick  is  the  chief  town  in  Glynn  county,  in  the  State  of  Georgia;  it  contains  four  or  five 
dwelling-houses,  and  ten  or  twelve  white  inhabitants;  it  is  situated  six  feet  above  high  water  mark,  on  a 
promontory,  which  is  about  one  mile  and  a  quarter  in  width,  and  two  miles  long,  and  it  is  bounded  by 
extensive  salt  marshes,  and  Turtle  river. 

The  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Brunswick  appears  to  have  been  of  the  strongest  and  very  best  quality. 
The  town  is  represented  to  be  quite  as  healthy,  if  not  more  so  than  the  surrounding  country.  The  river 
opposite  to  the  town  is  twelve  hundred  feet  wide.  That  harbor  is  completely  land  locked,  and  there  is 
good  anchorage  in  soft  sticky  bottom  for  any  vessel  that  can  get  up.  The  convenience  of  this  harbor  for 
receiving  supplies  from  the  shore  is  very  great.  The  fresh  water,  although  not  of  the  very  best  quality, 
is  tolerable,  and  can  be  obtained  in  any  quantity. 

There  are  several  good  positions  for  a  navy  yard,  all  of  which  are  said  to  be  as  healthy  as  the  town. 

The  channel  runs  opposite  to  those  positions  within  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet  of  high  water  mark, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  wharves  can  be  run  out  to  it.  Supplies  of  stores  and  provisions  for  a  fleet 
cannot  be  obtained  at  present,  either  at  Brunswisk  or  the  surrounding  country. 

I  have  had  no  opportunity  to  ascertain  anything  important  with  regard  to  the  destructiveness  of  the 
worm,  but  I  apprehend  that  they  would  be  injurious  to  vessels  laying  for  any  length  of  time  in  that 
harbor. 

The  subject  of  fortifications  necessary  for  the  defence  of  that  harbor,  properly  belongs  to  another 
department,  I  am  aware;  but,  nevertheless,  I  ought  perhaps  to  observe,  that  its  situation  is  exposed,  and 
at  present  entirely  defenceless. 

Although  it  would  but  needlessly  prolong  this  report  to  mention  every  little  circumstance  which  has 
been  brought  to  my  notice  as  calculated  to  improve  the  town  of  Brunsvrick;  yet,  it  is  doubtless  my  duty 
to  remind  you,  that  there  are  certain  internal  improvements  contemplated  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  which 
are  likely  to  contribnte  to  the  prosperity  of  Brunswick,  and  to  increase  the  ability  of  that  place  to 
furnish  sn]i|ili(s  fnr  shipping;  and,  also,  to  speak  of  the  probable  effect  that  the  completion  of  the  Florida 
canal  will  lia\i'  uimii  the  future  prospects  of  that  town.  A  canal  of  about  eleven  miles  is  to  be  cut 
between  the  'rmtlc  and  Alatamaha  rivers,  which,  as  I  am  informed  by  a  letter  from  Mr.  W.  B.  Davis,  of 
Georgia,  will  open  a  communication  with  a  large  proportion  of  the  most  fertile  parts  of  Georgia,  west  of 
the  Oconee  river,  and  give  to  the  produce  of  that  section  of  the  country  an  outlet  to  the  ocean,  and  a 
market,  by  the  way  of  Brunswick. 

With  regard  to  the  Florida  canal,  I  will  observe,  that  whether  it  terminates  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river  St.  John's  or  Amelia  harbor,  it  is  probable  that  a  part  of  the  trade  which  will  pass  through  that 
canal  will  centre  at  Brunswick. 

I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  be,  with  the  greatest  possible  consideration  and  respect. 

Your  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

R.  F.  STOCKTON,  Lieutenant  U.  S.  Navy. 

To  the  Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


B. 

To  the  Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

Sir:  The  survey  of  the  "harbor  of  Beaufort,"  as  far  as  was  necessary  "  to  ascertain  the  practical 
facilities  of  that  place  for  naval  purposes,"  has  been  finished;  and  I  have  the  honor  now  to  place  before 
you  the  results  of  the  observations  made  by  the  officers  employed  on  that  service. 

Without  repeating  the  interrogatories  proposed  to  me,  I  will  immediately  proceed  to  answer  them, 
in  the  order  in  which  they  have  been  put. 

First.  The  depth  of  water  on  the  bar,  at  low  water,  during  the  lowest  springtides,  is  seventeen  feet; 
during  the  highest  spring  tides,  it  is  sixteen  feet;  and,   at  common  tides,  it  is  sixteen  feet  and  a  half. 
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The  average  rise  of  the  tide  on  the  bar,   is  six  feet;  and  the  summit  level  of  the  water,  during  spring 
tides,  at  high  water,  is  calculated  to  be  from  twenty-two  to  twenty-four  feet. 

Second.  The  water  on  the  bar  is  affected  to  a  greater  or  less  degree,  according  to  the  direction  and 
violence  of  the  wind.  Strong  winds  from  the  northeast  or  from  the  southeast  cause  a  heavy  swell,  and 
make  it  dangerous  to  cross  the  bar;  strong  winds  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  compass  will,  perhaps, 
reduce  the  depth  of  the  water  from  one  to  two  feet. 

Third.  The  strength  of  the  current  on  the  bar,  &c.,  &c.,  depends  much  upon  the  wind;  it  runs  at  the 
rate  of  one  and  a  half  to  two  and  a  half  miles  an  hour. 

Fourth.  The  channel  is  one-half  of  a  mile  wide.  The  bar,  from  three  fathoms  inside  to  three  fathoms 
outside,  at  low  spring  tides,  is  one  mile  wide.  The  bottom  is  hard  sand,  and  sandstone.  The  largest 
vessels  can  cross  the  bar,  bound  in,  with  a  northeast  or  southeasterly  wind;  and  a  northwest  or  south- 
westerly wind  will  be  favorable  for  them  to  go  to  sea. 

Fifth.  During  the  winter,  the  northwest  wind  prevails;  and  in  the  summer,  the  wind  blows  most 
frequently  from  the  south  and  westward. 

Sixth.  Port  Royal  Sound  is  distant  from  the  bar  nine  miles,  and  is  about  two  miles  square,  between 
Bay  Point  and  Hilton  Head.  The  soundings  vary  from  three  to  nine  fathoms,  at  low  water.  The  bottom 
is  made  of  hard  sand,  and  sandstone;  out  of  which  it  is  difficult  to  take  an  anchor.  This  sound  will 
answer  very  well  for  an  outer  harbor;  but,  in  bad  weather,  it  will  be  prudent  to  run  four  or  five  miles 
higher  up. 

Seventh.  There  will  be  but  little,  if  any  difficulty,  in  receiving  supplies  from  the  shore. 

Eighth.  Good  water  can  be  obtained  witliout  difficulty. 

Ninth.  Provisions  could,  no  doubt,  be  obtained  from  the  surrounding  country,  in  any  quantity,  with 
proper  notice.  With  regard  to  other  stores,  they  could  not  be  obtained,  in  any  quantity,  at  present; 
but,  situated  on  the  inland  navigation  between  Charleston  and  Savannah,  there  is  but  little  doubt  that 
Beaufort  could,  at  all  times,  be  supplied  with  whatever  could  be  collected  in  those  ports.  • 

Tenth.  A  good  position  for  a  nav}'  yard  might  be  selected. 

Eleventh.  There  is  no  position  in  the  harbor  which  would  answer  for  a  navy  yard,  where  there  is,  at 
low  water,  as  great  a  depth  of  water  as  can  be  found  on  the  bar,  during  the  spring  tides. 

Twelfth.  Good  fresh  water  might  be  easily  obtained,  and  in  any  quantity. 

Thirteenth.  Beaufort  is  the  summer  residence  of  the  planters,  and  is  considered  healthy.  The  soil  is 
sandy. 

Fourteenth.  There  may  be  some  difficulty  in  driving  piles;  the  bottom  is  hard  sand,  and  sandstone. 

Fifteenth.  The  worm,  I  apprehend,  is  not  very  destructive  in  the  harbor. 

The  distance  from  Port  Royal  Sound,  between  Bay  Point  and  Hilton  Head,  to  Beaufort,  is  twelve 
miles.  The  width  of  the  river  decreases  gradually,  from  one  mile  to  one-fifth  of  a  mile;  the  channel 
varying  from  one-fourth  to  one-tenth  of  a  mile.  The  only  shoal  that  can  prevent  the  largest  vessel  which 
can  cross  the  bar,  from  reaching  the  harbor  at  high  water,  is  abreast  the  fort,  about  two  miles  below  the 
town;  over  which,  there  is  at  low  water,  during  common  tides,  only  twelve  feet. 

The  highest  spring  tides  in  the  harbor  are  from  ten  to  eleven  and  a  half  feet;  the  average  rise  is 
eight  feet.     Neap  tides,  from  six  and  a  half  to  seven  feet. 

I  hope  you  will  find  in  this  report,  all  the  information  required  by  your  instructions  to  me. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 
(Signed)  R.  F.  STOCKTON,   Lieutenant  U.  S.  Navy. 


Savannah,  November  12,  1828. 
Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

Sir:  Your  instructions  of  the  10th  June  last,  requiring  full  information  respecting  the  harbor  of 
Savannah,  particularly  as  to  its  fitness  for  naval  purposes,  I  have  not  been  able  to  comply  with  until 
now,  in  consequence  of  the  absence  from  the  city  of  those  from  whom  that  information  could,  the  most 
correctly,  be  obtained. 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  submit  the  result  of  my  inquiries  and  observations;  all  of  which,  I  have  full 
reason  to  believe,  are  peifectly  correct.  The  answers  of  the  pilots,  to  a  series  of  questions  propounded 
to  them,  are  herewith  annexed.     They  result  in  proving: 

Fird.  That  the  depth  of  water  on  the  bar,  at  the  lowest  spring  tides,  is  18  feet;  at  common  tides,  19 
feet;  that  high  water,  at  common  tides,  is  26  feet;  and  at  spring  tides,  28  feet. 

Second.  That  the  deptli  of  water  is  increased  or  diminished  from  one  to  two  feet  by  the  winds, 
according  to  their  course  or  duration. 

Third.  That  the  current,  from  the  bar  to  safe  anchorage  at  flood  tide,  is  from  one  to  two  knots,  and 
from  two  to  three  knots  at  ebb  tide. 

Fourth.  That  the  width  of  the  channel  upon  the  bar  is  three-quarters  of  a  mile;  that  the  width  of  the 
bar  to  safe  anchorage,  from  the  sea,  is  from  one-half  to  three-quarters  of  a  mile;  and  that  vessels  draw- 
ing the  greatest  depth  of  water  tlie  bar  will  admit,  may  cross  it  to  safe  anchorage  within,  with  any  wind 
from  north  to  south,  having  east  in  it;  and  for  those  bound  outwards,  with  any  winds  from  north  to  south 
having  westing. 

Fifth.  That  vessels  drawing  nine  and  one-half  feet  may  at  the  lowest  tides,  and  from  fifteen  to  six- 
teen feet  at  high  water,  get  to  safe  anchorage  in  Cockspur  Roads,  the  distance  six  or  seven  miles  from  the 
bar,  and  the  bottom  good  anchorage;  depth  of  water  four  and  one-half  fathoms. 

Sixth.  That  in  the  north  channel  good  anchorage  may  be  found  in  any  part  of  it  after  crossing  the 
bar,  and  abreast  of  Tybee,  five  or  six  fathoms  water. 

Seventh.  That  vessels  drawing  eighteen  feet  water  may  with  safety  at  high  spring  tides  reach  Four 
Mile  point,  at  the  upper  end  of  Gibbet  Island,  and  from  sixtee'n  to  seventeen  feet  at  common  tides;  and 
to  Fort  Jackson  sixteen  and  one-half  at  spring  tides,  and  from  thirteen  to  fourteen  and  one-half  at  com- 
mon tides. 

Eighth.  The  impediments  to  navigation  in  the  river  are  six  sand  banks  and  mud  flats;  the  first  five 
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miles  from  the  bar,  the  second  si.K  miles,  the  third  seven  miles,  the  fonrth  twelve  miles,  the  fifth  twelve 
and  three-quarters  miles,  the  sixth  at  Four  Mile  point.  All  these  shoals  and  impediments  it  is  believed 
may  be  remuved,  or  greatly  reduced,  by  a  good  dredging  machine.  Should  this  prove  to  be  practicable, 
thirty  feet  niiii'lit  then  be  brou2,-ht  with  safety  from  the  sea  to  Fort  Jackson. 

'Xnilh.  Tlir  wrecks  Ivin-  licf w.'cn  Furl  Jacksmi  aii.l  tli<'  rUy  have  at  h.w  watrrsix  an-l  mie-half  feet, 
at  hi--li  water  thirteen  and  ..ne-liaW  leel,  aii.l  al   s|,iin-  tides  Iimui    iMiiilreii    t(i    lirircii  lerl.      Tlie  measures 

if  suecesslul,  will  ver>-  materially  iuipruvc  the  iiaviyabfu  facililies  uf  the  river,  aud  will  enable  vessels  of 
much  greater  draft  to  reach  the  city. 

Ti'nth.  The  worm  has  never  been  known  above  Cockspur,  and  even  there  its  effects  are  but  slightly 
injurious. 

Eleventh.  Fresli  wat.'v  in  -ivat  plenty  may  be  had  at  Tylu-e  Island,  fn.n,  sev.a-al  wells  n,,w  there, 
and  these  may  be  nuiltiplied  \n  any  extent;  hut  the  river  as  lew  d.>\vn  even  as  Fmir  Mile  i-oint,  at  the 
distance  of  only  fifteen  miles  IVem  tli,-  l,ar,  at  luw  ti.l.'  furnishes  JVesh  water  nf  a  ipmlity  equal  to  any  in 
the  world  for  shipping,  recpiiriug  only  to  be  a  short  time  in  the  casks,  like  that  of  the  .Mis.sissippi,  to  set- 
tle and  become  clear;  the  pump  water  in  the  city  is  equally  good. 

Twelfth.  The  rise  of  the  tides  is  from  six  and  one-half  to  nine  feet,  according  as  it  may  be  influenced 
by  the  winds. 

Thirteenth.  Large  vessels  may  get  to  sea  from  the  city  with  any  wind,  from  N.  W.  to  S.  S.  W.;  and 
from  Cockspur  with  those  from  north  to  south. 

The  foregoing,  detailed  by  three  of  the  most  intelligent  and  skillful  pilots  of  tlie  port,  one  of  whom 
has  been  upwards  of  fifteen  years  engaged  exclusively  in  his  profession,  is  substantiated  by  the  testimony 
of  other  nautical  men,  from  whom  I  have  sought  for  information,  or  with  whom  I  have  conversed.  I  have 
every  reasen,  therefore,  to  be  satisfied  of  its  correctness. 

In  addition  to  the  facts  detailed  in  the  foregoing  examination,  I  am  enabled  to  add  the  following, 
partly  from  my  own  knowleil^-e,  Iml  eliielly  tVom  inquiries  made  of  intelligent  individuals,  upon  whose 
judgment  and'opinions  I  liav('  the  liillesi  i,'liance. 

The  means  of  snii[>lying  a  lleet  with  stores  and  provisions  from  the  city  of  Savannah  must  neces- 
sarily depend  chiefly  upon  the  probability  of  there  being  a  demand  for  those  articles;  neither  naval  stores, 
ship  chandlery,  barreled  pork  or  beef,  are  prepared  here;  but  all  these  could  at  all  times  readily  be 
obtained  in  quantities,  by  the  constant  and  regular  intercourse  with  the  northern  cities,  through  the 
medium  of  the  persons  engaged  in  sui'h  business  here,  and  the  probability  of  a  demand  would  be  certain 
to  produce  a  supply.  The  inland  inti'ivouise  between  this  and  Charleston  being  always  open  and  easy, 
would  afford  the  means  of  obtaining  all  tlial  could  be  supplied  there  also. 

Ship  timber  in  all  its  varieties  is  abundant,  and  the  taeilities  lor  obtaining  it  unquestionable. 
Steam  saw  mills  in  the  city  and  its  iiei-hboih,,od  ean  at  all  times  snpply  whatever  maybe  demanded; 
and  the  short  distance  between  this  and  Darien  would  enabh'  the  mills  there  to  add  their  powers  of 
supply  to  those  here,  were  it  necessary  to  call  them  into  re(piisition.  In  addition  to  these  sources,  that 
of  the  Ogeechee  canal,  which  is  novv  iieai-ly  eomph'ted,  will,  it  may  be  expeeled,  increase  greatly  the 
means  of  supply,  by  bringing  to  Savaniudi  the  |.rodn<-ts  ,,f  an  extensive  region  through  which  that  river 
flows.  In  fact,  no  seaport  from  the  Ghesa|.eake  to  th<>  tiulf  of  Mexico  presents  facilities  for  the  supply 
of  ship  timber  greater  than  tliis.  The  foivsis  of  pitch  ]une  of  the  best  .pialily  on  both  sides  of  the  Sa- 
vannah river,  for  two  hun< Ire.  1  and  lift v  miles  of  its  course,  are  almost  inexhaustible.  From  the  same 
region,  oak  of  different  kinds,  locust,  mulbenv,  ,-edar,  and  other  valuabl,.  timber,  may  also  be  had;  and 
live  oak  may,  in  peace  or  war,  be  obtained  by  means  of  the  inland  navigation  thr..ugh  the  regions  of  its 
native  soil,  extending  from  hence  to  the  St.  Johns,  in  Florida.  Should  the  plan  be  undertaken  by  govern- 
ment, sometime  since  projected,  of  increasing  the  quantity  of  this  valuable  timber  by  cultivation,  the 
neighborhood  of  Savannah,  where  the  tree  is  indigenous,  would  afford  every  desirable  facility,  and  would 
greatly  enhance  the  value  of  a  naval  depot  in  its  neighborhood. 

The  steamboat  navigation  to  Augusta  affords  at  all  times  great  facilities  for  obtaining  from  thence 
whatever  the  country  in  its  neighborhoods  affords;  and,  in  fact,  a  greater  proportion  of  what  the  interior 
of  the  State  produces — pitch,  tar,  turpentine,  flour,  and  possibly,  even  beef  and  pork  may  be  obtained 
from  thence  in  moderate  quantities,  which  would  increase  with  the  demand. 

The  packet  steamboats  require  but  from  twenty  to  twenty-four  hours  in  their  passage  from  Augusta  to 
Savannah,  and  consequently  the  means  of  transporting  men  or  munitions  of  war  from  the  United  States 
arsenal  there  are  easy  and  rapid. 

The  country  in  its  neighborhood  is  popvdous,  and  daily  becoming  more  so.  To  embody,  equip, 
and  transport  a  militia  force  from  there  might  at  all  times  be  speedily  effected.  _  The  fortifications 
which  the  government  is  about  to  construct  on  Cockspur  Island,  indicate  it  as  an  important  point  of 
defence  and  protection  for  the  southern  section  of  the  Union;  a  naval  station  combined  with  it, 
necessarily  would  increase  infinitely  the  advantages  of  each,  and  the  protection  which  the  works 
on  shore  would  afford  to  a  fleet  immediately  under  its  guns,  and  in  so  safe  and  convenient  a  har- 
bor, only  six  miles  from  the  sea,  the  entrance  to  which  is  so  easy,  need  not  be  commented  upon,  to 
make  it  evident  that  the  harbor  is  susceptible  of  very  complete  defence,  so  as  to  make  it  as  secure  as 
any  point  on  our  coast,  and  at  a  very  moderate  expense,  is,  I  believe,  already  made  known  to  govern- 
ment, by  a  report  to  the  Engineer  department,  and  that  opinion  will  no  doubt  have  its  weight  in  the  de- 
cision of  the  question.  It  is  not  necessary  that  I  should  here  dilate  upon  the  advantages  of  such  a 
harbor  as  a  resort  for  vessels-of-war  in  the  winter  season,  or  for  its  proximity  to  the  West  Indies,  or 
for  the  means  it  affords  as  a  shelter  during  the  Inirrieane  months,  or  for  repairing  damages  sustained  by 
being  exposed  to  their  influence;  liecaus<.  it  is  presumed  these  are  some  of  the  many  reasons  which  must 
have  led  to  the  inquiry  by  govermnent,  of  a  proper  harbor  for  a  naval  depot  beiween  the  Chesapeake  and 
Cape  Florida.  With  respect  to  the  site  for  the  navy  yard,  there  cannot  be  much  diversity  of  opinion; 
either  the  lower  end  of  the  city,  or  Fort  Jackson,  three  miles  below  it,  would  probably  be  the  onlypomts 
between  which  to  choose.  The  former  would  be  every  way  preferable,  should  the  measures  now  in  pro- 
gress under  the  direction  of  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States  for  the  removal  of  the  wrecks,  be 
successful.  The  chief,  and  probably  the  oidy  objection  to  Fort  Jackson  is,  that  it  is  less  healthful  than 
the  city;  but  this  evil  may  be  remed'^ied,  in  a'great  degree,  by  erecting  the  buildings  for  the  residence  of 
the  workmen  upon  the  high  land  at  a  short  distance  from  the  river.  Various  situations  within  the  dis- 
tance of  a  mile  from  the  fort,  may  easily  be  obtained,  as  well  for  a  place  of  residence  as  for  many  of  the 
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worksliops ;  but,  as  the  distance  from  the  city  is  so  short,  and  the  transportation  so  easy,  by  means  of 
the  river,  no  difficulty  could  be  encountered  in  making  the  city  itself  the  place  of  residence,  as  well  as 
for  the  workshops,  spar  yards,  &c.  As  to  the  healthfulness  of  the  city,  the  facts  which  I  am  enabled  to 
furnish,  are  the  best  criterion.  The  paper  marlc  d  A  is  a  transcript  of  an  official  record  laid  before  the 
corporation  at  its  session  last  year,  by  a  committee  of  its  own  body;  it  contains,  as  will  be  perceived,  a 
table  of  the  number  of  deaths  among  the  white  population,  for  every  month  in  the  year  for  five  years, 
commencing  in  1822.  The  number  of  deaths  is  ascertained  by  an  official  register  kept  by  the  sexton,  an 
officer  appointed  and  paid  by  the  corporation,  whose  duty  it  is  to  record  the  name,  age,  disease,  and  resi- 
dence of  every  person  who  dies  or  is  buried  williin  the  city;  its  accuracy  cannot  be  doubted.  Southern 
cities,  and  particularly  those  upon  the  h-ciliuanl,  are  certainly  not  distinguished  for  their  healthfulness; 
but,  with  the  exception  of  August,  .'-^(•iittinlicr,  and  October,  there  are  few  Atlantic  towns  in  the  Union 
where  the  number  of  deaths,  in  proportion  to  tlie  population,  are  so  few  as  in  Savannah ;  the  autumn, 
however,  is  uniformly  productive  of  disease,  and  particularly  so  among  those  exposed  to  the  influence  of 
the  weather.  It  will,  however,  obviously  be  necessary  to  compare  the  healthfulness  of  Savannah  with 
other  southern  ports  which  may  be  looked  to  as  a  naval  station.  I  have  added  to  the  table  the  deaths  re- 
corded for  each  month  of  the  present  year,  which,  it  will  be  perceived,  are  considerably  less  than  some 
of  the  previous  years.  The  abandonment  of  the  culture  of  rice,  on  the  lands  immediately  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  city,  has,  in  the  opinion  of  the  most  intelligent  physicians,  tended  greatly  to  lessen  disease, 
and  its  beneficial  influence  is  unquestionably  annually  extending  and  increasing.  This  is  more  particu- 
larly evident  among  those  persons  residing  near  the  river,  and  among  the  crews  of  vessels  lying  in  the 
harbor.  For  several  years  past  they  have  been  infinitely  less  liable  to  disease  than  formerly;  and,  as 
the  lands  reclaimed  from  rice  culture  shall  increase  in  quantity  and  extent,  so  may  the  benefits  to  health 
be  expected  likewise  to  increase. 

The  importance  of  the  facts  developed  in  the  answers  of  the  pilots,  in  relation  to  the  shoals  in  the 
river,  and  their  opinion  of  the  practicability  of  removing  them,  or  of  so  lessening  them  as  to  increase  the 
depth  of  water  to  tiiablc  vessels  of  the  larger  class  to  reach  the  city,  deserve  consideration.  The  sand 
and  soft  mud  which  invut  these  impediments,  are  susceptible  of  removal  without  much  difficulty,  it  is 
believed,  by  means  df  the  improved  excavating  machine,  impelled  by  steam,  which  has  been  so  success- 
fully applied  in  many  instances  for  clearing  rivers.  That  about  to  be  put  in  operation  here  by  the  com- 
missioner for  removing  the  wrecks,  might  possibly  be  beneficially  employed  for  this  purpose.  Also,  the 
many  advantages  which  this  point  would  present  for  the  establishment  of  a  naval  depot,  were  these 
shoals  removed,  are  obvious;  and  from  25  to  26  feet  might  be  carried  to  Four  Mile  point,  in  fresh  water 
15  miles  from  sea,  and  but  five  from  the  city,  by  removing  the  shoals  in  the  north  channel. 

I  have  thus,  sir,  complied,  as  far  as  it  has  been  in  my  power,  with  your  requisitions.  If  the  facts  I 
have  detailed  shall  be  found  of  any  use  in  elucidating  the  question  of  the  fitness  of  Savannah  for  a  naval 
station,  it  will  gratify  me  to  have  furnished  them.  I  am  convinced  that  much  valuable  information  may 
yet  be  obtained  on  that  subject,  and  that  comparatively  but  little  has  been  given.  Should  I  hereafter  be 
enabled  to  add  to  it,  I  will  with  great  pleasure  do  so,  or  promptly  comply  with  any  further  instructions 
from  you  to  the  e.xtent  of  my  power. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfull}',  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  HENRY,  Navy  Agent. 

Queries  respecting  the  nature  of  the  bar  and  river  of  Savannah,  as  to  the  facilities  for  the  establishment  of  a 

navy  yard. 

First.  The  depth  of  water  on  the  bar  at  the  highest  and  lowest  spring  tides  and  common  tides? 

Second.  What  winds  affect  the  depth  of  water  upon  the  bar,  to  what  extent,  and  in  what  manner? 

Third.  The  strength  of  the  current  on  the  bar,  and  to  safe  anchorage  within  it,  on  the  flood  tide 
and  ebb? 

Fourth.  Width  of  the  channel  upon  the  bar,  width  of  the  bar,  and  nature  of  the  bottom;  with  what 
winds  can  large  vessels  cross  the  bar  bound  outwards  and  inwards? 

Fifth.  How  many  feet  can  be  carried  to  safe  anchorage  in  Cockspur  Roads,  at  low  and  high  water, 
and  common  tides;  what  is  the  nature  of  the  bottom,  and  what  is  the  distance  from  the  bar? 

Sixth.  Where  is  the  best  anchorage  in  the  north  channel  after  crossing  the  bar? 

Seventh.  How  many  feet  can  be  carried  to  Four  Mile  point  and  to  Fort  Jackson  at  low  and  high 
water? 

Eighth.  What  are  the  impediments  in  the  river  from  the  bar  to  Four  Mile  point  and  to  Fort  Jackson, 
and  can  they  be  lessened  or  removed? 

Ninth    How  many  feet  can  be  brought  over  the  wrecks  at  high  and  low  water? 

Tenth.  Is  the  worm  destructive  at  Cockspur,  at  Four  Mile  point,  or  Fort  Jackson? 

Eleventh.  Is  good  fresh  water  to  be  had  at  Tybee? 

Twelfth.  What  is  the  rise  of  the  tide  on  the  bar? 

Thirteenth.  With  what  winds  can  large  vessels  go  to  sea  from  the  city,  and  from  Cockspur  Roads? 

Fourteenth.  Did  you  bring  the  frigate  John  Adams  from  sea? 

Fifteenth.  What  are  the  prevailing  winds? 

Sixteenth.  How  near  the  shore  is  the  channel  at  Cockspur,  and  at  Fort  Jackson,  and  is  wharfage 
easy  to  it? 

Seventeenth.  How  long  have  you  been  acting  as  a  pilot  for  the  port  of  Savannah? 

Additional  questions. 

Eighteenth.  What  water  is  there  at  safe  anchorage  abreast  of  Tybee? 

Nineteenth.  What  are  the  impediments  in  running  into  Cockspur,  after  crossing  the  bar,  and  what 
the  depth  of  water  in  the  roads? 

Answers  of  John  Low,  Wright  White,  and  E.  C.  HopUns,  pilots  for  the  harbor  of  Savannah. 
Answer  First,  by  Low: 

High  water  at  highest  spring-  tides 27    feet. 

Low  water  at  higliest  spring  tides 18    feet. 

High  water  at  neap  tides 26    feet. 
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Low  water  at  neap  tides 19    feet. 

High  water  at  common  tides 25  to  2(5    feet. 

Low  water  at  common  tides 19    feet. 

By  Wriglit  White  and  E.  C.  Hopkins: 

High  water  at  highest  spring  tides full  28    feet. 

Low  water  at  highest  spring  tides 19    feet. 

High  water  at  neap  tides 25    feet. 

Low  water  at  neap  tides 18    feet. 

High  water  at  common  tides 2(5  to  26.^  feet. 

Low  water  at  common  tides 19"  feet. 

Second.  Winds  from  S.  S.  W.  to  N.  N.  W.,  lessen  the  depth  of  the  water  from  1  to  2  feet,  according 
to  their  violence  and  duration;  and  those  from  N.  to  S.  S.  E.  increase  it  in  the  same  ratio. 

Third.  At  flood  tides,  from  tlie  bar  to  safe  anchorage,  from  1  to  2  knots,  and  from  2  to  3  at  ebb  tide. 

Fourth.  Width  of  the  cliannel,  three-fourths  of  a  mile;  width  of  the  bar,  from  the  sea  across  to 
anchorage  within,  from  ono-lialf  to  three-quarters  of  a  mile;  bottom,  yellow  sand.  Vessels  drawing  the 
greatest  depth  can  cross  the  bar  with  any  wind  from  north  to  south,  and  to  safe  anchorage  within 
Tybee;  outward  bound,  from  within  Tybee  to  sea,  any  winds  from  west  extending  from  north  to  south 

Fifth.  To  safe  anchorage  in  Cockspur  Roads,  at  low  water,  9.^  feet  can  be  carried,  and  from  15  to  16 
at  high  water;  bottom,  soft  mud  and  sand.  At  low  water,  vessels  may  come  up  four  miles  from  the  bar 
to  good  anchorage,  and  at  high  water,  from  6  to  7  miles  in  4^  fathoms  water. 

Sixth.  The  first  safe  anchorage  is  abreast  of  Tybee,  in  5  or  6  fathoms  water,  and,  at  high  water, 
vessels  may  anchor  anywhere  above,  as  far  as  Four  Mile  point. 

Seventh.  At  low  water  11  feet  may  be  carried  to  Four  Mile  point,  and  8  feet  to  Fort  Jackson;  at  high 
common  tid(^s  from  16  to  It  feet  to  Four  Mile  point,  and  13  to  \i\  to  Fort  Jackson;  at  spring  tides  18 
feet  to  Fiiur  Mile  point  may  be  carried  with  safety,  and  \b\  to  16  to  Fort  Jackson. 

Eiglith.  Tiie  first  is  the  tail  of  the  knoll,  from  4  to  5  miles  from  the  bar,  sandy  bottom.  The  next  is 
the  head  of  the  knoll,  one  mile  from  the  tail,  soft  mud  and  shells;  water,  from  4  to  4|  fathoms,  may  always 
be  found  between  these  two  points,  at  high  water.  The  third  shoal  is  the  head  of  the  white  oyster  bed, 
one  mile  further,  sandy  bottom,  and  may  easily  be  removed;  its  extent,  in  crossing,  is  not  more  than  30 
feet.  Five  miles  further  up  is  the  next  shoal,  extending  from  Venus  point  to  tfie  Horse  Shoe,  about 
three-eighths  of  a  mile  in  extent,  composed  of  soft  mud,  and  may  easily  be  removed.  The  next  shoal, 
at  three-quarters  of  a  mile  distance,  is  the  lower  mud  flat;  then  the  upper  mud  flat,  at  Four  Mile  point; 
the  two  making  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  and  of  soft  mud.  Deep  water  and  safe  anchorage  may 
be  had,  at  all  times  of  tide,  between  these  shoals;  their  removal  would  give  a  channel  of  30  feet  and 
upwards,  from  the  bar  to  Fort  Jackson. 

Ninth.  At  low  water  on  the  wrecks,  there  is  from  6|  to  7  feet;  at  common  high  tides,  13^  feet,  and  at 
spring  tides,  from  14  to  15  feet. 

tenth.  The  worm  is  not  felt  in  any  part  of  the  river,  above  Cockspur,  or  Long  Island;  at  Cockspur 
it  is  but  slightly  injurious;  oak  stakes  have  lasted  there  four  or  five  j^ears. 

Eleventh.  Tj'bee  Island  furnishes  plenty  of  fresh  water,  from  several  wells.  The  river,  at  low  water, 
will,  as  low  down  as  Four  Mile  point,  furnish  as  good  water  as  ever  was  taken  to  sea.  The  pump  water 
in  the  city  is  equally  good. 

Twelfth.  The  rise  of  the  tide,  at  Tybee,  varies,  with  the  effect  of  the  wind,  from  6|  to  8|  feet;  the 
mean  is  about  7  feet. 

Tliirteenth.  Large  vessels  may  go  to  sea,  from  tlie  city,  with  winds  from  N.  W.  to  S.  S.  W.,  and 
from   Cockspur,  with  those  from  north  to  south. 

Fourteenth.  John  Low  and  E.  C.  Hopkins  were  the  pilots  of  the  John  Adams  frigate,  on  her  arrival  here, 
in  December,  1825.  She  was  brought  in  over  the  bar  at  night,  drawing  17  feet;  and  the  next  morning, 
without  lightening  or  tipping,  was  carried  up  to  Four  Mile  point,  within  5  miles  of  the  city,  and  15  from 
the  bar.     They  also  piloted  her  to  sea  with  the  same  draft. 

Fifteenth.  The  prevailing  winds,  from  August  to  October,  are  easterly;  from  thence  to  March,  west- 
erly, and  from  thence  to  July,  southerly. 

Sixteenth.  The  channel,  at  Cockspur  and  Fort  Jackson,  runs  close  to  the  shore;  wharfage  at  the  lat- 
ter is  easy;  good  wharves  are  now  there. 

Seventeenth.  John  Low  answers,  he  has  been  upwards  of  15  years  a  pilot  for  tliis  harbor;  Wright 
White,  upwards  of  ten  years,  and  E.  C.  Hopkins,  upwards  of  6  years. 

JOHN  LOW. 
AVRIGHT  WHITE. 
ELISHA  C.  HOPKINS. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  this  29th  of  October,  1828. 

W.  T.  WILLIAMS,  3Iayor  City  of  Savannah. 

Additional  answers. 
Eighteenth.  At  safe  anchorage  abreast  of  Tybee,  there  is  from  5  to  6  fathoms,  at  high  water,  extend- 
ing one  mile. 

19th.  The  shoal  on  going  into  Cockspur  Roads  commences  at  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  above 
the  light  house,  and  extending  nearly  a  mile  to  the  lower  end  of  Cockspur  Island,  the  distance  about  two 
miles,  the  bottom  soft  mud;  after  crossing  this  shoal  there  is  four  and  a  half  fathoms  water  in  the  roads 
at  high  water,  common  tides,  and  nearly  three  and  a  half  fathoms  at  low  water. 

JOHN  LOW. 
WRIGHT  WHITE. 
ELISHA  C.  HOPKINS. 

Sworn  to  before  me,  this  12th  of  November,  1828. 

W.  T.  WILIJAMS  Mayor,  City  of  Savannah 
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Table  of  deaths  in  Savannah  for  the  la^t  Jioe  years,  extra'^ted  from  the  rerjider  of  deaths. 
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1,072 

In  1826  there  was  a  considerable  addition  to  the  population,  arising  from  the  number  of  Irish 
laborers  who  were  induced  to  come  here  by  the  prospect  of  procuring  work  upon  the  Savannah,  Ogcechee, 
and  Alatamaha  canal.  But  for  this  circumstance  the  average  of  mortality  would,  probably,  not  have 
exceeded  one  in  twenty-five.  The  whole  white  population  is  ascertained  to  be  5,000.  This,  it  is  believed, 
has  been  the  average  population  for  the  last  five  years;  in  some  years  being  greater,  in  others  less  than 
5,000.  The  proportion  of  deaths  to  the  white  population  in  1824  and  1825,  in  the  cities  of  Philadelphia 
and  New  York,  was,  for  Philadelphia  in  1824,  one  in  30.40,  in  1825,  one  in  34.59;  for  New  York,  1824, 
one  in  39.87;  1825,  one  in  37.05. 

See  Medical  Statistics,  by  N.  Miles,  M.D.,  and  J.  D.  Pvuss,  M.D. 

Read,  and  adopted  in  Council,  30th  August,  1827. 

M.  MYERS,  C.  a 

Deaths  of  1828,  extracted  from  the  official  register,  January  8,  February  5,  March  17,  April  6,  May  8, 
June  15,  July  21,  August  14,  September  14,  October. 

M.  MYERS,  C.  C. 


20th  Congress.] 


No.  376. 


[2d  Sesstox. 


ON  CLAIM  OF  AN  OFFICER  OF  THE  NAVY  FOR  INDEMNITY,  ON  ACCOUNT  OF  COSTS  IN 
PROSECUTING  A  LIBEL  ON  A  VESSEL  SAVED  FROM  SHIPWRECK,  AND  BROUGHT  IN 
FOR  ADJUDICATION. 

COMMU.NICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESEXTATIVES  JAXr.iRV  16,   1829. 

Mr.  Miller,  from  the   Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Alexander 
Claxton,  reported: 

That  the  petitioner  represents  that,  while  in  command  of  the  United  States  ship  Hornet,  in  the  month 
of  June,  1827,  and  while  the  said  ship  was  lying  in  the  harbor  of  Matanzas,  his  boat,  then  in  search  of  an 
American  slaver,  fell  in  with  the  English  merchant  ship  James  Mitchell,  stranded  on  the  coast  of  Cuba, 
her  crew  in  a  state  of  mutiny,  and  the  ship  in  imminent  peril  of  shipwreck ;  that  he  hastened  to  forward 
the  necessary  succor,  and,  after  securing  the  mutineers,  proceeded  to  lighten  the  ship  by  removing  a 
part  of  the  cargo,  employing  a  Spanish  droger  to  assist;  and  that,  after  great  difficulty,  he  succeeded  in 
getting  the  ship  off"  the  rocks,  though  in  a  very  leaky  condition;  that  the  ship  was  then  conducted  off" the 
Havana,  where  she  was  originally  bound,  and  a  proposition  sent  to  the  consignees,  requiring  indemnity 
for  the  services  rendered,  otherwise  an  appeal  would  be  made  to  the  courts  of  the  L^nited  States;  and  the 
answer  not  being  satisfactory,  the  ship  was  carried  to  Key  West,  and  formally  libelled  in  the  dis  rict 
court  of  St.  Augustine.  That  the  court  was  pleased  to  dismiss  the  suit,  at  the  same  time  burthening 
the  petitioner  with  the  heavy  cost  of  the  prosecution;  and  that,  from  the  want  of  pecuniary  means,  he 
was  unable  to  appeal  to  the  higher  courts;  and,  as  a  last  resort,  he  feels  himself  impelled  to  throw  him- 
self on  the  justice  of  Congress,  in  the  expectation  that  he  will  be  awarded  a  salvage  for  the  officers  and 
crew,  out  of  the  amount  of  duties  paid  on  the  cargo,  as  well  as  the  costs  attending  the  trial. 

The  proofs  of  the  facts  stated  are  very  imperfect.  There  is  no  authenticated  copy  of  the  libel  or 
decree.  There  is  a  certificate  by  William  Pinkney.  collector  of  the  district  of  East  Florida,  dated  July 
12,  1828,  that  there  had  been  paid  into  the  treasury  twenty  thousand  oight  hundred  and  sixty-seven 
dollars  and  seventy  cents  and  two-tenths  duties  on  the  cargo  of  the  James  Mitchell.  There  is  also  a 
printed  copy  of  the  opinion  of  the  judge  in  the  case,  and  some  other  papers.  From  all  these,  the  com- 
mittee are  satisfied  that  the  facts  in  the  case  are  correctly  set  forth  by  the  petitioner;  but  as  the  evidence 
in  the  case  is  not  before  the  committee,  they  must  consider  the  decree  of  the  court  to  be  correct,  without 
intimating  any  opinion  as  to  the  reasoning  by  which  that  decree  is  sustained  by  the  judge. 

The  court  decided  that  the  salvers  would  have  been  entitled  to  reasonable  salvage  at  the  Havana, 
the  original  port  of  destination;  but  that  they  were  wrong  in  taking  the  ship  to  Key  West;  and  that,  by 
so  doing,  they  injured  the  owners  to  an  amount  at  least  equal  to  the  salvage,  and  therefore  dismissed  the 
libel  with  costs.  The  committee  entertain  the  belief  that  Captain  Claxton  acted  in  good  faith,  and  in 
the  line  of  his  duty,  in  aiding  the  James  Mitchell;  and  that  he  was  induced  to  bring  her  to  a  port  in  the 
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United  States,  from  an  apprehension  that  justice  might  otherwise  not  he  awarded  to  the  officers  and  crew 
of  the  Hornet;  they  have  therefore  reported  a  bill  to  indemnify  him  for  the  payment  of  his  costs  and 
expenses  in  prosecuting  the  suit. 

The  amount  of  duties  paid  on  the  cargo,  as  per  certificate  of  the  collector,  is  $20,867.10i2j ;  no  bill  of 
the  costs  of  till'  suit  has  bopu  exhibited  to  the  committee,  but  they  are  estimated  not  to  e.Yceed  $4,000. 
The  expenses  iii.ui  iv.j   l.y  Liciitcnaiit  Coxe,  under  an  order  from  Alexander  Claxt(m,  commander  of  the 

Hornet,  t.i  libel  the  .James  Miiehell  are  represented  to  be $569  75 

Less  dedueti.iijs  I'nv  pay  and   subsistence 247   00 

§322   75 
Expense  of  chartering  a  sloop  to  go  from  Key  West  to  St.  Augustine  twice 550  00 


$872  75 


20th  Congress.]  ^O.    oil.  [2n    Session. 

ON    CLAIM  OF  A  PENSIONER  TO    ARREARAGES    FROM   THE    DATE    OF    HIS    DISABILITY. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    JANUARY    16,     1829. 


Mr.  Hoffman,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  William  Gillin, 

reported: 

That  the  petitioner  represents  that  he  was  an  able-bodied  seaman  on  board  the  Philadelphia  at  the 
time  of  her  capture  by  the  Tripolines;  was  made  and  long  detained  a  prisoner,  and  by  severe  usage 
greatly  injured  and  disabled;  that  by  reason  of  this  disability  the  petitioner  was,  under  the  administration 
of  President  Monroe,  placed  on  the  pension  roll,  equal  to  half  his  pay. 

He  now  asks  that  there  may  be  granted  to  him  money  equal  tu  a  |iensiou  from  the  time  of  his  injury 
up  to  his  being  placed  on  the  pension  roll.  It  does  not  appear  that  he  was  prevented  from  making  an 
earlier  application  for  a  pension,  or  that  his  application  had  been  delayed.  The  committee  cannot  there- 
fore find  any  sufficient  reason  for  granting  the  relief  sought.  He  does  allege  that  his  pension  is  not  equal 
to  his  disability;  and  if  it  is,  his  relief  is  provided  for  by  law  and  may  be  reached  by  proof  of  his  inci'eased 
disability. 

The  committee  therefore  recommend  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


20th  Congrfss.]  No.  378.  [2n  Session. 

ON  CLAIM  OF  THE  CAPTAIN  OF  A  REVENUE  CUTTER  TO  PRIZE  MONEY  FOR  A  VESSEL 
CAPTURED  FOR  A  VIOLATION  OF  THE  REVENUE  LAWS,  TO  THE  EXCLUSION  OF  A 
LIEUTENANT  OF  THE  SAME. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    JANUARY    16,    1829. 

Mr.  Hoffman,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aff'airs,   to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Augustin 
Claiuborn,  executor,  &c.,  of  Angus  0.  Frazer,  deceased,  reported: 

That  by  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  May  11,  1820,  there  was  granted  to  Angus  0.  Frazer  and 
others,  who,  at  the  time  of  the  seizure  of  the  British  vessel  Ardent,  in  1811,  were  officers  of  the  cutter 
Louisiana,  the  sum  of  $5,239.62,  to  be  distributed  among  them  in  such  proportions  as  they  are  entitled  to 
by  the  act  of  April  18,  1806,  and  as  specified  in  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  March  2,  1799,  that  is,  in 
proportion  to  the  pay  of  the  officers  of  the  cutter. 

By  the  libel  filed  in  the  case,  it  appears  that  the  seizure  was  made  May  29,  1811.  By  the  duplicate 
pay  roll  of  the  cutter,  signed  by  Captain  Frazer,  it  appears  that  at  the  time  of  the  seizure  the  said  Angus 
0.  Frazer  was  the  captain,  Philip  A.  Bush  the  first  lieuteuaut,  and  George  Smith  the  second  lieutenant  of 
the  cutter. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  paid  to  the  said  Angus  0.  Frazer  $2,278.09;  and  to  Philip  A. 
Bush  $1,594.67,  of  the  above  appropriation,  and  the  residue,  $1,366.86,  was  carried  to  the  surplus  fund, 
December  81,  1822. 

This  distributicui  of  the  money  appears  to  the  committee  to  be  strictly  according  to  the  facts  in  the 
case  and  the  law  applicable  to  it.  On  behalf  of  the  petitioner  it  is  alleged  that  Captain  Frazer  was  the 
only  commissioned  officer  on  board  the  cutter  at  the  time  of  the  seizure.  It  appears  that  Captain  Frazer 
himself  had  at  a  late  period  also  asserted  this  position,  and  claimed  the  whole  money.  But  as  Captain 
Frazer  has,  under  his  hand,  stated  in  the  pay  roll  that  Bush  and  Smith  were  lieutenants,  and  received 
their  pay  as  such,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  cannot  be  alleged  in  his  behalf  that  they  were  not 
guch  officers.  It  is  not  necessary  therefore,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  to  determine  what  would 
Ijave  been  the  share  of  Captain  Frazer  if  Bush  and  Smith  had  not  been  such  officers,  or  had  not  had  such 


284  NAVAL    AFFAIRS.  [No.  380. 

commissions,  though  in  that  case  it  would  seem  just  that  those  who  were  officers  in  fact,  and  acted  as 
such,  should  be  entitled  to  a  share  of  the  money  arising  from  the  seizure. 

The  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  memorialist  takes  nothing  by  his  petition,  and  recom- 
mend the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


20th  Congress.]  No.  379.  [2d  Session. 

ON  APPLICATION  OF  AN  OFFICER  OF  THE  MARINE  CORPS,  WHO  WAS  DISMISSED  FROM 
THE  SERVICE,  FOR  PAY. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    JANUARY    2*1,     1829. 

Mr.  Ripley,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Anthony  Gale, 

reported: 

That  the  petitioner  sets  forth  that  he  served  in  the  marine  corps  from  July  11,  1198,  to  September, 
1820,  at  which  last  period  he  was  lieutenant  colonel  commandant  of  the  corps;  that  previous  to  the  last 
date  he  had  become  insane,  and  while  insane,  was  tried  by  a  military  court-martial,  convicted  and 
dismissed  from  the  service;  and  he  prays  that  his  pay,  &c.,  as  if  he  had  continued  in  command  of  the 
corps,  be  paid  to  him,  amounting  to  $14,208,  exclusive  of  forage,  not  charged. 

The  offences  of  which  he  was  convicted  are  not  stated,  nor  the  evidence  on  which  the  conviction  was 
founded.  It  is,  therefore,  under  these  circumstances,  to  be  presumed  that  the  conviction  rested  upon 
proof  of  the  facts  charged.  The  petitioner  does  not  complain  that  the  court  erred  in  matter  of  law  or 
fact,  but  that  he  was  insane,  and  therefore  not  subject  to  be  tried 

Insanity,  to  such  a  degree  as  to  make  him  an  unfit  subject  of  trial  and  punishment,  would  doubtless 
have  been  regarded  by  the  court  before  whom  he  was  tried.  It  is  not  complained  that  the  court,  in  any 
respect,  erred  as  to  any  question  of  insanity  raised  before  them,  and  it  would  be  very  dangerous,  after 
the  lapse  of  many  years,  to  permit  a  person,  convicted  after  punishment,  to  allege  his  insanity  at  the 
time  of  trial,  for  error.  Such  an  allegation  cannot  be  supported  hy  ex  parte  testimony ;  and  the  com- 
mittee do  not  feel  disposed,  in  this  instance,  to  erect  themselves  into,  or  to  recommend  the  erection  of,  a 
tribunal  to  try  the  question. 

If  the  sentence  of  the  court-martial  was  reversed  and  annulled,  still,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
it  was  the  right  and  duty  of  the  Executive  to  judge  of  the  sanity  of  the  petitioner.  He  himself  alleges 
that  he  was  insane,  and  this  was  good  cause  for  removing  him  from  the  command  of  the  corps;  and  if 
the  President  believed  his  insanity  so  great  as  permanently  to  disqualify  him  for  the  command,  then  it 
was  his  duty  to  dismiss  him  from  the  servic*!.  In  this  instance  the  committee  see  no  reason  to  question 
the  correctness  of  the  decision  of  the  President. 

They  therefore  recommend  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 


20th  Congress.]  No.    380.  [2d  Session. 

ANNUAL    REPORT    IN    RELATION    TO    THE    NAVY    PENSION    FUND. 

communicated  to  the  house  of  representatives  JANUARY  27,   1829. 

Navy  Department,  January  26,  1829. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  annual  report  of  the  commissioners  of  the  navy  pen- 
sion fund. 

Paper  A  contains  a  list  of  pensioners. 

Paper  B  exhibits  an  abstract  of  warrants  drawn  on  the  treasurer  of  the  fund. 

Paper  C,  a  statement  of  the  stocks  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  fund,  on  the  books  of  the  treasury; 
and — 

Paper  D,  a  statement  of  the  bank  stocks  belonging  to  the  fund. 

I  am,  respectfully,  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
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NAVY    PENSION    FUND. 


Lint  of  naval  pensioners  on  the  lat  Joniiari/,  1829. 


Monthly 
pensions. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE— 


Edward  Banks   Seaman 

Kobert  Forsyth Mar 

John  Grant Seanu 

John  Hodg-ekins '  Cari.,' 

John  Lhiyd Maiin 

John  Mushaway I   Bitats 

John  Veazy ■   Quart 


MASSACHL'SETTS— 


George  Arbuckle 

Zepha  Allen 

Isaac  Allister 

John  Allison 

Samuel  Abbott 

Cotton  Brown 

Joseph  Barrett 

John  Bennett 

Lemuel  Bryant 

John  Ball 

Nathaniel  Barker 

Jacob  Bull 

James  Blake 

John  Clements 

Russell  Coats 

Samuel  Cotton 

James  Clarke 

John  Caldwell 

John  Chamberlain 

Eobert  Catlicart 

George  Cearson,  alias  Cassiu  . 

Dennis  Cary 

John  Crosby  

Richard  Dunn 

John  Davidson 

Wheatley  Dyer 

Samuel  Drinkwater 

Asa  Ewell 

Ebenezer  Evans 

William  Edes 

Thomas  Edwards 

Jonathan  FeUows 

Samuel  H.  Green 

John  Geyer  

Uriah  Hanscomb 

James  Hatch 

Peter  Hosier 

John  Hamilton 

William  Ingersoll 

Thomas  Kowse 

Henry  McDonougli 

Andrew  McCuUum 

Thomas  Melburn 

John  Mitchell 

James  Merrill 

Enoch  M.  Miley 

Peter  McMahon 

John  McCracken 

John  Nogle,  alias  Vogle 

William  Nicholls 

Isaac  Omans 

John  Peterson 

Robert  Poulton 

David  Quill 

Michael  Quigly 

Nathaniel  Rolfe 

John  Shapely , 


Seaman  . 

Marine. . 

Seaman  . 

do     . 


Ordir 

Cook 

Quartergunne 

Seaman 

Ordinary  s 

Boatswain 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman 
do 

Seaman 

Quartermaster  .  . 

Marine 

Gunner 


Boatswain 

Seaman 

Quartermaster 

Ordinary  seaman. .  . . 

do 

Seaman 

Lieutenant  

Ordinary  seaman. . . . 

Pilot 

Ordinary  seaman. . . . 
Seaman 

do     

Quartermaster 

Boatswain's  yeoman  . 

Quartermaster 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman. . . . 

Quartergunner 

Seaman 

do     

Boatswain 

Quartergunner 

Seaman 

Marine   

Seaman 


do 
Ordinary  s 
Quartergunner  .  . . . 
Ordinary  seaman . . 
Boatswain's  mate  . 
Ordinary  seaman. . 

do 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman.  . 

do 
Quartermaster  . . . . 
Ordinary  seaman. . 

Seaman 

Cook 


$0 

00 

3 

00 

(5 

00 

7 

00 

3 

00 

10 

00 

4 

50 

3 

33 

4 

00 

3 

00 

6 

00 

5 

00 

9 

00 

9 

00 

6 

00 

8 

00 

9 

00 

6 

00 

5 

00 

5 

00 

6 

00 

5 

00 

3 

00 

10 

00 

6 

00 

8 

00 

6 

00 

5 

00 

1 

00 

5 

00 

6 

00 

20 

00 

5 

00 

20 

00 

5 

00 

6 

00 

6 

00 

6 

(,0 

9 

00 

9 

00 

6 

00 

6 

00 

9 

00 

6 

00 

6 

00 

12 

00 

9 

00 

fi 

00 

8 

00 

6 

00 

10 

00 

5 

00 

8 

00 

4 

50 

12 

00 

4 

00 

5 

00 

6 

00 

5 

00 

5 

00 

5 

00 

5 

00 

6 

00 

9 

00 
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NAVAL   AFFAIRS. 


[No.  380. 


A. — List  of  naval  pensioners — Continued. 

Names. 

Rank. 

Monthly 
pensions. 

Annual 
pensions. 

Ordinary  seaman 

$6  00 

4  00 
6  00 
6  00 

10  00 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 

3  00 
9  50 

5  00 

6  00 
20  00 

6  00 

4  00 
10  00 

9  00 
6  00 

5  00 

5  00 

6  00 
5  00 
9  00 
5  00 
8  50 

5  00 
3  00 
8  00 

6  00 
8  00 

10  00 
3  00 
6  00 
6  00 

6  00 

5  00 

6  00 
50  00 

3  00 
3  00 

3  00 

4  00 
6  00 
6  00 

3  00 
6  00 

5  00 

8  00 

5  00 

6  00 

5  00 
10  00 

4  50 

9  50 

4  50 

6  00 
6  00 
3  00 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 

5  00 
8  00 
5  00 

$72  00 

William  Stewart                                                     

48  00 

William  M    Snaldina-                                    .           

do     

12  00 

do     

12  00 

Benjamin  Stevens 

120  00 

Seaman 

do     

72  00 

72  00 

72  00 

Silas  Taft                                             .  .             

Marine 

36  00 

Boatswain's  mate 

Ordinary  seaman 

114  00 

60  00 

72  00 

Captain,  revolutionary  war 

240  00 

72  00 

do      

48  00 

Charles  F    Waldo 

Master's  mate 

120  00 

108  00 

William  Wood 

72  00 

William  Welsh 

do     

60  00 

Michael  Welsh    

Ordinary  seaman 

60  00 

RHODE    ISLAND 1. 

72  00 

Isaac  Bassett                    . .         

Ordinary  seaman 

Carpenter's  mate 

60  00 

108  00 

60  00 

John  Hoxie                          

do     

102  00 

William  Payne                   

■  Ordinary  seaman 

Private  marine 

Carpenter's  mate 

Seaman 

60  00 

36  00 

Reuben  Wriglit 

96  00 

CONNECTICUT 6. 

72  00 

96  00 

Edward   Field 

Surgeon's  mate 

Private  marine 

120  00 

William  Lewis                                    

36  00 

Richard  Lee                                                     

72  00 

John    Williams                                                       

72  00 

NEW  YORK— 144. 

72  00 

60  00 

do     

72  00 

600  00 

Marine 

36  00 

Boy 

36  00 

Dominick   Burns 

36  00 

Peter  Bernard 

Ordinary  seaman 

48  00 

72  00 

William  Burney 

do     

72  00 

Edmuud  Brett 

36  00 

J  jnn  Butler 

Seaman 

do     . . ; 

72  00 

John  Braunon 

60  00 

Samuel  Butler                                                      

96  00 

John  Blair                                                            

60  00 

Adam  Brown 

do     

72  00 

Ordinary  seaman 

Boatswain's  mate 

Quartergunner 

Carpenter's  mate 

60  00 

120  00 

54  00 

114  00 

54  00 

Charles  Clay 

Seaman 

72  00 

do     

72  00 

Samuel  Colston 

do     

36  00 

William  Cain 

do     

72  00 

do          

72  00 

Ordinary  seaman 

Sergeant  marines 

72  00 

60  00 

96  00 

Thomas  Crawford 

Seaman 

60  00 
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A. — List  of  naval  jjensioners — Continued. 


Josrph   M 

Giles  Manehester 
John  Mitchell 
William    Nesbet, 
James   Nickerson 
Thomas  Oliver 
John  Otterwell 
Cornelius  O'Neal 
William  Parke 
George  Pi 
John  Peterson 


NAVAL    AFFAIRS. 


[No.  380. 


A. — List  of  naval  pensioners — Continued. 


Names. 

Rank. 

Monthly 
pensions. 

Annual 
pensions. 

James  Peyton 

Ordinary  seaman 

$5  00 

4  50 

7  00 

3  00 
6  00 

8  00 

5  00 

5  00 

4  00 

6  00 
15  00 

6  00 

3  00 
6  00 

5  00 

6  00 
6  00 
6  00 

4  00 

5  00 

6  00 

4  00 
12  00 

5  00 

5  00 

4  00 

6  00 
6  00 
8  00 

5  00 

6  00 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
6  00 

8  00 
12  00 

4  00 

5  00 

5  00 

6  00 

9  00 

5  00 

5  00 

6  00 

3  00 

8  00 
12  00 

9  00 

5  00 

2  00 

3  00 

6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
3  00 
6  00 
6  00 

5  00 

6  00 

5  00 
2  50 

10  00 

6  00 

5  00 

6  00 

$80  00 
54  00 
84  00 
36  00 

Stephen  Phyfer.          .        ... 

Ordinary  seaman 

72  00 

William  Rodo-ers       

96  00 

60  00 

Thomas  Reed 

60  00 

Edmund  Rowland   

Ordinary  seaman 

48  00 

72  00 

180  00 

72  00 

Edward  Ross   

Boy     . . . 

36  00 

John  Smith           

Seaman 

do     . 

72  00 

60  00 

Purser's  steward 

72  00 

72  00 

John  Sniffen     

Carpenter's  mate 

Ordinary  seaman 

Seaman 

do     . 

72  00 

William  Spratt 

48  00 

Daniel  Smith 

60  00 

72  00 

Purnell   Smith 

do 

48  00 
144  00 
60  00 
60  00 

Midshipman 

John  Smith,  3d 

William  Smart 

Ordinary  seaman 

do                     

Peter  Tinkum 

48  00 
72  00 
72  00 

Ordinary  seaman 

96  00 

Ordinary  seaman 

60  00 

72  00 
48  00 
48  00 

William  Wells 

Charles  Williams    

Ordinary  seaman 

Charles  Williams,  2d 

do     

John  Wright 

72  00 
96  00 

James  Warner 

Seaman 

Thomas  Welch 

John  Webb 

48  00 

John  Wright 

Ordinary  seaman 

do                     

Seaman 

Thomas  Woolfort    

72  00 
108  00 

60  00 
60  00 
72  00 

36  00 
96  00 
144  00 
108  00 
60  00 
24  00 
36  00 

NEW  JERSEY 3. 

Peter  Dunlevy 

Seaman 

PENNSYLVANIA 19. 

Ordinary  seaman 

William  C  Allen 

Seaman 

Thomas  Brown 

Private  marine 

Marine   

William  Baggs 

John  Baxter 

Seaman 

72  00 

James  Bell ...    . 

do 

7'^  00 

Godfrey  Bowman 

do     

72  00 

John  Cassin 

Marine 

36  00 

72  00 
72  00 
60  00 

John  Coffin 

Henry  Collins 

do 

Archibald  Campbell 

do 

Patrick  Cain 

72  00 
60  00 

Robert  Carson 

Ordinary  seaman 

do                      

Gunner  . 

Russell  Crandell 

Augustus  Dundas 

120  00 
72  00 
60  00 

72  00 

William  Deane 

Thomas  Davis 

do 

William  Dearing 

do     
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A. — Lid  of  naval  jjei 

sioners — Continued. 

Names. 

Rank. 

Monthly 
pensions. 

Annual 

pensions. 

Henry  Du2,-an 

j\farine 

$3  00 
6  00 
6  00 

4  00 

5  GO 

6  00 
0  00 
9  00 
(5  00 
G  00 
3  00 
6  00 

5  00 

6  00 

5  00 

6  00 
9  00 
.3  00 
5  00 

$36   00 
72  GO 
'?2   00 
48   00 
60   00 
72   00 
72  GO 

108   00 

Stephen  Elderkin 

William  Evans 

Edmund  Fitzgibhon 

(inartermas;,^,-  ;;■;";;;; 

Ordinary  seaman 

do    '                  

Seaman . 

Thomas  Flannigan 

do     

Peter  Gordon   

Niehnlas  llvl,ri--cr    

Quartergunner 

George  llurislidler 

do     

72   00 
3(;  00 
72   00 
60   00 
72   00 
60  GO 

William    Holmes 

Marine 

John  Hugerbetts 

William'Haggerty 

William  Jackson 

Pris.mer 

Ordinary  seaman 

Seaman" 

Ordinary  seaman 

Hugh  Kelly 

George  Kensinger 

Master-at-arms 

108   GO 

Lawrence  Kripfar 

Private  marine 

36  GO 

Nicholas  Klein 

Michael  Kitts 

Sergeant  marines 

Marine 

60   GO 

Michael  Kenney 

John  More    . . .'                    .... 

Ordinary  seaman 

4  00 
6  00 

3  00 
.5  00 

5  00 

6  00 

8  00 

9  00 
6  GO 

8  00 

5  00 
10  00 

6  GO 

5  GG 

6  00 

4  00 
6  00 
6  GO 
6  00 

6  00 

5  GO 

5  00 

9  00 

7  GO 

4  00 

8  00 
3  00 

6  00 

5  00 

5  GO 

9  00 

3  GO 

4  GO 
10  GO 

6  00 
6  GO 
6  GG 
9  GO 

4  00 
4  00 

6  00 
30  GO 
8  00 
6  GO 
6  00 
4  00 

48  00 

William  Moonev 

Private  marine 

Corporal  marines 

Ordinary  seaman 

do                      

Seaman 

36  GO 
60  GO 
60   00 

Miles  Morris 

(Jeor-v  McDaniel 

Michael  M<-('oi.nomv 

Mallliias  M.CiJI 

96   00 
108   00 

John  McMuUen 

Bernard  McDonough 

96  00 
60  00 
120  00 

Ordinary  seaman 

do                     

James  Mullinifte 

John  Nugent 

Sergeant  marines 

60  GO 

William  Napier 

John  F.  Nover 

Corporal  marines 

48  GO 

■-^    00 

John  Pasco  

do     . 

-^1    fin 

John  Pitt 

do 

Peter  Quantin 

Ordinary  seaman 

do                      

Gunner's  yeoman 

Sailingmaster's  mate 

60   00 
60  00 
108   00 
84  GO 
48   00 
96  GO 
36   00 

John  Romeo 

Eli  Stewart 

William  Smith,  6th    

David  Thomas 

Private  marine 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman 

do                      

Philip  Tully 

John  B.  Truman 

60  GO 
60   00 

108   00 
36  GO 
48  00 

120  00 

Richard  Webb 

Peter  Whelan 

Marine 

James  Wilson 

Seaman 

Quartergunner ,  . . 

Samuel  Williamson 

William  S.  Welsh 

!.~  ort 

John  Young 

108  00 

48  00 
4«  00 

DELAWARE 2. 

Richard  Gilbody 

Ordinary  seaman 

Seaman 

AYiUiam  Wicks 

360   00 

Seaman 

do     .... 

1-1  00 

John  Burdeen 

do     . 

7-)    OQ 

Edward  Burke  (black)   

do     

48  00 
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[No.; 


A. — List  of  naval  pensioners — Continued. 


Monthly 
pensions. 


Thomas  Burr 

William  Garter 

Johu  Cole 

George  Combs 

Enos  R.  Childs 

John  Diragan 

Matthias  Douglass 

John  Denney  

Owen  Deddolph 

John  Duncan 

Francis  Elliot 

Daniel  Fullen 

Cornelius  Garrison 

William  Gillen 

Peter  Goshelle 

John  Gregory 

George  Gallagher 

Jerry  Gardner 

William  Goodshall 

John  Henry 

Isaac  T.  Heartlie 

Nicholas  Igerbretson 

Edward  Murray 

Francis  Mason 

Hamlet  Moore 

John  McMasters 

Isaac  Nicholson 

John  Patterson 

Charles  Pasture 

Neal  Patterson 

John  Randall 

Thomas  Smith 

William  Stockdale 

James  Stewart 

Horatio  Salter 

Thomas  Scott 

Francis  Trepanny 

Peter  Thompson 

Benjamin  Underwood 

James  Wells 

David  Wilson  (black) 

George  Williams 

Peter  Young 

VIRGINIA 19. 

Obadiah  Brown 

Lawrence  Bishee 

Jotham  Briggs 

John  Brown 

Lawrence  Barsayline 

John  Bruce 

James  Cornyn 

William  Howell 

Anson  Harvey 

Francis  Harvie 

John  Harris 

James  Jeffers 

Obadiah  Johnson 

Swain  Johnson 

James  H.  Lansford 

John  Miller 

Matthew  McMurray 

James  Perry 

Joseph  Ward 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA 24. 

William  Baker 

John  Butler  (black) 

John  Brumley 

Amasa  Conner,  alias  Corner 


Ordinary  seaman. . . . 

Master's  mate 

Quartermaster 

Seaman 

Midshipman 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman. . . . 

Seaman 

Gunner 

Carpenter's  mate. . . , 

do 
Ordinary  seaman. . . . 
Seaman 

do     

do     

Boy 

Ordinary  seaman. . . . 

do 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman. . . , 
Acting  sailingmaster 

Seaman 

Sergeant  marines. . . . 

Quai'termaster 

Ordinary  seaman 

Private  marine 

Cook 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman 

Seaman 

Marine 

Boatswain 

Marine 

Seaman 

Boy 

Ordinary  seaman. . . 
Seaman 

do     

Ordinary  seaman. . . 
Seaman 

do     

do     

Quartermaster 

Seaman 

Quartergunner 

do  

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman. . . 
Quartergunner  .... 
Seaman 

do     

Ordinary  seaman. . . 

Master-at-arms 

Quartermaster 

Ordinary  seaman. . . 
Seaman 

do     

do     

do     

do     

Ship's  corporal 

Seaman 


Ordinary  seaman 
Seaman 

do  

do  


9  00 

5  00 
10  00 

6  00 

5  00 
4  00 

6  00 

7  00 
6  00 
6  00 

10  00 

4  00 

5  00 

5  00 

6  00 
6  00 

20  00 
6  00 

4  50 
9  00 

5  00 
3  00 
9  00 

10  00 

5  00- 

8  00 

3  00 
10  00 

6  00 
6  00 

4  00 

5  00 

6  00 
6  00 

5  00 

9  00 

6  00 
9  00 
6  00 


5  00 

4  00 
12  00 

(J  00 

5  00 
9  00 

6  00 
5  00 

5  00 

6  00 
9  00 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
4  00 
9  00 
6  00 
9  00 
6  00 


6  00 
5  00 
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A. — List  of  naval  pensioners — Continued. 


Monthly 
pensions. 


Annual 

pensions. 


Michael  Conner  . . , 
Andrew  Chambers 


.l„liii 


1  nil 


John  Hawkins 

Francis  Hayre 

Benjamin  Hendricks. . 
AVilliam  McMullen  . . . 

John  Miller 

William  Perry 

John  Read  

Burwell  S.  Randolph  . 

Richard  S.  Suter 

John  Shanamen 

William  Staunton  . . . , 

John  Shinney 

James  Tull 

George  Williams  .  . . . 
Charle.M  Young 


NORTH    CAROLIX. 


Thomas  Owings., 
John  Thompson.. 


SOUTH    CAROLIX. 


John  J.  Hardy 

Peter  J.  R.  Staunton.. 

Charles  Sheeter 

William  Thompson... 


John  Meigs.. 


Robert  Spedden.. . 
William  Whitney. 
William  Wagner. . 


Marine 

do    

Pilot 

Private  marine. .  . 
Ordinary  seaman. 
Private  marine.  . . 
Master-at-arms  .  . . 


Marine 

Seaman 

do     

Private  marine. . 
Midshipman  ... 


do 


Seaman 

Quartergunner . . 
Private  marine . . 
Sergeant  of  mariii 

Seaman 

Marine 


Quartermaster  . 
Seaman 


Seaman 

Carpenter's  yeoman. 
Boatswain's  mate  . . 
Seaman 


Lieutenant  . 
Seainan .... 
Quartergnnni 


$3  00 

5  00 
10  00 

3  00 

4  00 
3  00 
G  00 
G  00 
3  00 
9  00 

6  00 
3  00 
6  00 
9  50 
6  00 
9  00 
B  00 

5  00 
9  00 
3  00 


$3(5  00 
00  00 

120  00 
30  00 
48  00 
30  00 
72  00 
72  00 
30  00 

108  00 
12  00 
36  00 
12  00 

114  00 
12   00 

108  00 
36  00 
60  00 

108  00 
36  00 


96  00 

12  00 


12  00 

12  00 

12  00 

90  00 


20  00 

240  00 

8  00 

96  00 

9  00 

108  00 

Number  of 
Number  of 
Number  of 
Number  of 
Number  of 
Number  of 
Number  of 
Number  of 
Number  of 
Number  of 
Number  of 
Number  of 
Number  of 
Number  of 
Number  of 
Number  of 


pensioners 
pensioners 
pensioners 
pensioners 
pensioners 
pensioners 
pensioners 
pensioners 
pensioners 
pensioners 
pensioners 
pensioners 
pensioners 
pensioners 
pensioners 
pensioners 


Beeapitidation. 

in  New  Hampshire 1 

in  Massachusetts 11 

in  Rhode  Island 8 

in  Connecticut 6 

in  New  York 1^^ 

in  New  Jersey ^ 

in  Pennsylvania ""^ 

in  Delaware 2 

in  District  of  Columbia 49 

in  Maryland 19 

in  Virginia 24 

in  North  Carolina 2 

in  South  Carolina 4 

in  Georgia 1 

in  Ohio 1 

in  Louisiana ^ 

429 
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[No.  380. 


Lint  of  ividoiu  and  orphan  jjensioners  on  the  1st  January,  1829. 


Mercy  G.  Christoplier's  child . . 

Abigail  Fernald 

Lucy  Perkins'    children 

Lucy  Flagg 


Sally  Annis 

Sarah  Atkins 

Hannah  Adams 

Sally   Bates 

Hannah  S.   Barrett 

Mary  P.  Bartlett 

Sarah  Brimblecomb's   children. . 

Abig-ail    Cowell 

Mary  Cheever,  for  loss  two  sons . 

Susannah  Cutchett 

Harriet  Carter 

Rebecca  Day 

Mary  Ford 

Martha  Flanders 

Sally  Harvey 

Hannah  Hazen 

Mary   Hackleton 

Abigail  Jones 

Nancy  Lancy 

Hannah  Lowther's  heirs 

Ann  G.  McCulloh 

Elizabeth  Martin 

Elizabeth  Manly 

Jane  Moulton 

Ann   Martin 

Judetha  Mullen's  children 

Elizabeth   McKim 

Eliza  S.  Nickerson 

Nabby  Phippen 

Eliza  Parker 

Charlotte  Passenger 

Nancy  Patch 

Nancy  Riggs 

Nancy  Simnionds 

Mary   Stone 

Mary  Trainer 

Hannah  Webb 

Margaret  Wyer 

Abigail  Young 


Hannah  William 


CONNECTICUT— 


Nancy  Brice 

Elizabeth  Joselyn 


Mary  Allen,  alias  Goodman  . 

Betsey  Blossom 

Eliza  Baldwin 

Belinda  Bowie 

Susannah  Brum  

Catharine  Badger 

Sarah  Carr..... 

Margaret  Cummings 

Dorothy  Cooper 

Elizabeth  Cunningham 

Eliza  Cooper 

Mary  Davis 


Rank  of  the  deceased. 


Seaman  . . 

do     .. 

Ordinary  f 

Gunner  . . 


Seaman 

do     

do     

do     

Quartermaster 

Boatswain's   mate. , 
Seaman 

Sailing-master 


Seaman 

Lieutenant  

Marine 

Carpenter's  mate. . 
.Quartermaster  . . . . 
Seaman 

do     

do     

Cook 

Ordiuai-y  seaman.  . 

Seaman 

Sailing-master  . . . . 

Boatswain 

Quartergunner 

Seaman 

Quartergunner  . . . , 

do  .... 

Sergeant  marines. , 

Seaman 

Coxswain , 

Captain , 

Seaman 

do     

do     

do     

do     

Marine 

Seaman 

Sailmaker 

Seaman 


Seaman , 

Carpenter's  mate. , 


Seaman 

Carpenter's  mate. . 
Captain's  clerk. . . , 
Sailing-master 

do 
Gunner's  mate. . . , 
Sailingmaster  . . . , 
Seaman 

do     

Gunner  

Corporal  of  marine; 
I  Quartermaster  ... 


Monthly 
pensions. 


§6  00 
6  00 
5  00 

10  00 


6  00 
6  00 
6  GO 
6  00 
9  00 
9  00 
6  00 
20  00 

8  331 
6  00 

20  00 
3  00 

9  00 
9  00 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 


5  00 

6  00 
20  00 
10  00 

9  00 
6  00 
9  00 
9  00 

5  00 

6  00 
9  00 

30  00 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 


6  00 
10  00 
6  00 


6  00 

T2  00 

9  50 

114  00 

6  00 

n2  00 

9  50 

114  00 

12  50 

150  00 

20  00 

240  00 

20  00 

240  00 

9  50 

114  00 

20  00 

240  00 

6  00 

72  00 

6  00 

72  00 

10  00 

120  00 

4  50 

54  00 

9  00 

108  00 
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A. — LUt  of  naval  pensioners — Coiitiimcd. 


Rank  of  the  deceased. 


Monthly 
pensions. 


Ellei 


Catlia 
Mai 


Phoebe  Hammersley Lie 

Susannah  Longill Jin; 

Julia  M.   I>auience '  Va\ 

Mai 


Mar-a.vt  NCvam... 
Susannali  L.  Osgood. 

Mary  Olcutt 

Sarah  Place's  cliildn 
Margaret  Purcells... 
Oaliia 


■  Ka; 


]'l 


rl...    l;,; 


Ids, 


ith. 


lighter. 


Sailmaker    

Pilot 

Boatswain 

Sailingmaster  . . . 
Boatswain's  mate. 


Elizal.clh  Shuhrick 

EleaiK.r   Smart i   Seaman    

Mary  Ami  Springer Lieutenant 

Mary  Smith Ordinary  seaman 

Sarah  Town Marine 

Charlotte  Wares ,   Commander  in  flotilla 

Marvel  Wilcox Carpenter's  mate  . . . . 


Margaret  Arundel Sailingmaster 

Hannah  Archbold Ordinary  seaman. , 

Mary  Archbold do 

Ann  Brown's  child 

Jane  A.  Blakely's  daughter ( 

Nancy  Carlisle's  children iMa: 


■  Mai 


^lai 


1  llill. 


Hill's 


lildri 


Diana  11a 

■  Mary  Haddi'ng '  Qu; 

Maria  T.  Johnson Carpente 

Jane  Logue's  children Marine . . 

Siisamiali  Lippincntt !   OrdiiiarV 

Sarah  Mat  t  hews i   Quarterg 

s  eliild i   Seaman. 


Sergeant  of  marine 
Qnartergunner  . . , 
Ordinary  seaman. , 
do 


istei 


An 


■  .Mi. 


L  Ruse, 


Ma 

Mar-aret  K night's  child 

Elizabeth  Tremp Mai 

Lydia  Van  Horn 

Mary  Wine's  child Sea 

M.\RYL.\ND 12. 


Mary  AUinson Master's  mate 

Harriet  Barney Captain    

Lavina  M.  Edgar Surgeon 

Ruth  Gilbert Seaman 

Sophia  Gardner Master  commandant  . 

Eliza  Grayson Captain  marines  . . . . 

Sarah  Hopkins Seaman 

Elizabeth  Marshall Qnartergunner    

Elizabeth  Trapnell Marine 

Mary  Van  Blake Gunner 

Susannah  Wedge Marine 

Margaret  Warner Sailingmaster 


DISTRICT    OF    COLU.MBIA 


-14. 


Ellen  Beeve's  child 

Eliza  Cassin 

Sophia  A.  Grenelle 

Frances  W.  C.  Gamble  . 


Boatswain 

Purser 

Sailingmaster. 
Lieutenant  .  .  . 


$25  00 
9  00 
G  00 
9  00 
25  00 
20  00 
10  00 
50  00 
3  00 
10  00 
20  00 
9  00 

5  00 
10  00 
20  00 
10  00 
20  00 

9  50 
20  00 

6  00 
20  00 

5  00 
.8  00 
20  00 
9  50 


20  00 
5  00 

5  00 

6  00 
50  00 

3  00 

4  50 
9  00 

5  00 
5  00 
9  00 
9  50 
3  00 

5  00 
9  00 

6  00 
10  00 

6  00 

5  00 
3  00 
3  00 

6  00 


10  00 
50  00 
25  00 
6  00 
30  00 
20  00 
6  00 
9  00 
3  00 
10  00 
9  00 
20  00 


10  00 
20  00 
20  00 
20  00 
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A. — Lint  of  naval  pensioners — Continued. 


Names. 

Rank  of  the  deceased. 

Monthly 

Annual 

pensions. 

pensions. 

Snqjin  Hook's  dauo-hter  .          .          ...          ... 

Corporal  marines 

$4  00 
20  00 
30  00 

$48  00 

Fliza  Hill 

240  00 

Master  commandant 

360  00 

Mary  E.  Martin 

Ordinary  seaman 

5  00 

60  00 

Eliza  Maury                                          .            

20  00 
10  00 

240  00 

120  00 

Eliza  L    Pearce                                    

20  00 
6  00 
''0  00 

240  00 

72  00 

Tsahplla  R   Searcv                               .                   

■^40  00 

50  00 

600  00 

VIRGIXIA 5. 

Fli/a  W    Cocke                                      

20  00 
6  00 
30  00 

240  00 

72  00 

Master  commandant 

360  00 

20  00 
90  00 

240  00 

Harriet  H    Sanders                       

do             

240  00 

NORTH    CAROLIXA 1. 

Ann  D.  Collins'  heirs 

Carpenter's  mate 

9  00 

108  00 

SOUTH    C.\ROLIXA 1. 

Mary  R.  Hatch 

Pilot 

20  00 

240  00 

Harriet  Ann  Elbert 

Lieuten'mt 

20  00 
20  00 

240  00 

Maria  C.  Madison 

do           

240  00 

KEN'TUCKY 1. 

Charlotte  A  Holcombe's  child 

Seaman 

6  00 

72  00 

Recapitulation. —  Widow  and  orphan  pensioners  in  the  State  of — 

New  Hampshire    4 

Massachusetts 39 

Rhode  Island 1 

Connecticut    2 

New  York 37 

Pennsylvania 22 

Maryland    12 

District  of  Columbia 14 

Virginia    5 

North  Carolina 1 

South  Carolina 1 

Georgia 2 

Kentucky 1 

141 
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Abstract  of  u-arranf><  droin)  hi/  the  Scrretary  of  the  Navij  on  the  Tren^iirer  of  the  United  States,  on  account 
if  the  naeij  pension  fund,  from  the  1st  January  to  the  ^Ist  December,  1828. 


Micliacl  Koiinoy,  ordinary  seaman,  his  pension  from  August  1,  1818, 

t.i  l)(MviniHT';;i ,  1 S2T 

The  lucsidnit  ..f  liiited  States  Branch  Bank,  Portsmoutii,  N.  H., 
Tiie  president  uf  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Boston,  to  pay  pen- 

The  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank,  New  York,  to  pay 
pensioners  

The  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Philadelphia,  to  pay 
pensioners  

The  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Hartford,  Conn.,  to  pay 

The  pirsidnit  ni'  United  States  Branch  Bank,   Providence,  R.  I.,  to 

Tlie  presi(hiit  (if  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Baltimore,  to  pay  pen- 
sioners   

The  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Norfolk,  Va.,  to  pay 
pensioners 

The  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Charleston,  S.  C,  to 
^  pay  pensioners. . 

The  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Savannah,  Georgia,  to 
pay  pensioners 

The  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank,  New  Orleans,  La.,  to 
pay  pensioners 

George  Macdaniel,  agent.  District  of  Columbia,  to  pay  pensioners  . . 

John  Boyle,  deposited  for  United  States  stock 

George  Macdaniel,  agent.  District  of  Columbia,  to  pay  pensioners  . . 

The  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  to 
pay  pensioners 

The  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Boston,  to  pay  pen- 
sioners   

The  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank,  New  York,  to  pay  pen- 
sioners   

The  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Philadelphia,  to  pay 
pensioners 

The  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Hartford,  Conn.,  to 
pay  pensioners 

The  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Providence,  R.  I.,  to 
pay  pensioners 

The  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Baltimore,  to  pay  pen- 
sioners   

The  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Norfolk,  to  pay  pen- 
sioners  

The  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Charleston,  S.  C,  to 
pay  pensioners 

The  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Savannah,  Georgia,  to 
pay  pensioners 

The  president  of  the  Cumberland  Bank,  at  Portland,  Maine,  to  pay 
pensioners  

The  president  Farmers'  Bank,  of  Delaware,  New  Castle,  to  pay  pen- 
sioners   

George  Macdaniel,  agent,  District  of  Columbia,  to  pay  pensioners  . . 

Wm.  Clark,  Treasurer  U.  S.,  as  agent  P.  P.  fund 


(Signed) 
Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  January,  1829. 


T.  WATKINS. 
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Statement  of  the  stocks  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury,  to  the  credit  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  and  the  Secretary  of  War,  for  the  time  being  commissioners  of  the  navy  pension  fund, 
with  the  interest  which  accrued  during  tJie  year  1828. 


jipal. 


Commencement 
of  interest 


Interest  for  Unredeemed 
the  year  1828.  principal,  Dec. 
31,  1828. 


Three  per  cent,  stock 

Sixpercent.stockofl8U,$10,000,000 

loan 

Six  percent,  stock  of  18U,$10,000,000 

loan 

Sixpercent.stockofl8U,$10,000,000 

loan 

Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1814,  $6,000,000 

loan 

Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1814,  $6,000,000 

loan 

Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1815 

Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1815 

Five  per  cent,  stock  of  1820 

Five  per  cent,  stock  of  1821 

Exchanged  four  and  a  half  per  cent. 

stock  of  1824 

Funded   four    and  a   half  per   cent. 

stock  of  1824 

Exchanged  four  and  a  half  per  cent. 

stock  of  1825 

Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1814 


§50,895  93 

281,384  72 

4,346  45 

1,731  78 

245,263  92 

993  85 
46,020  92 
5,693  96 
19,444  44 
15,000  00 

29,946  74 

188,708  04 

4,637  00 
350  43 


January  1, 

January  1, 

April        1, 

October  1, 

January  1, 

April  1, 
January  1, 
October  1, 
January  1, 
January  1, 

Januaiy  1, 

January  1, 

January  1, 
January  1, 


1828. 

1828. 

1828! 

1828. 

1828. 
1S28. 
1828. 
1828. 
1828. 

1828. 


1828. 
1828. 


$894,417   68 


I 

J 

L      14,760  54 

i      2,846  65 

972  20 
750  00 

1,347  60 

8,491  84 

208  64 
21  00 


1,444  44 
>,000  00 


1,946  74 
S,708  04 


.,637  00 
350  43 


Unredeemed  amount  on  January  1,  1828,  per  statement  li  of  the  last  report. 
Add  stock  since  purchased,  viz: 

Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1814,  $10,000,000  loan 

Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1814,  $6,000,000  loan 

Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1815 


$6,078  23 

993  35 

5,693  96 


$881,652   14 


Deduct  six  per  cent,  stock  of  1814,  $10,000,000  loan,  which  bee 
Unredeemed  amount,  December  31,  1828,  as  above 


e  payable  July  1,  1828, 


$894,417  68 
281,384  72 


Treasury  Department,  Begisler's 


ice,  January  23,  1829. 


JOSEPH  NOUESE,  Register. 


Statement  of  bank  stocks  belonging  to  the  navy  jxnsion  fund. 


Nominal   am't. 


Amount  of  cost.  Dividend  for  the 
year  1828. 


Eight  hundred  and  ninety  shares  Columbian  Bank 

Ninety  short  shares  Columbian  Bank 

Seven  hundred  shares  Bank  of  Washington 

Six  hundred  shares  Union  Bank 


$89,000  00 
3,600  00 
14,000  00 
15,000  00 


$95,902  00 
3,600  00 
14,260  00 
15,340   00 


$840  00 
750  00 


$121,600  00 


$129,103  00 


(Signed) 
Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  January  26,  1829. 
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20th  Conoress.]  No.  381.  [2d  Session. 

ON  THE  EXPEDIENCY  OF  MAKING  AN  APPROPPJATION  TO  THE  NAVAL  HOSPITAL  FUND 
OF  THE  AMOUNT  DUE  FROM  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OP    REPRESENTATIVES    JANU.VRY    31,    1829. 

Mr.  Miller,  fnim  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  who  were  directed  by  a  resolution  ol'  1hi_'  llniisc,  nf 
December  IT,  1828,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making-  an  appropriation  in  favor  of  the  navy 
hospital  fund  of  the  amount  due  to  the  said  fund  from  tiie  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  for  the  imr- 
pose  of  effecting  the  objects  contemplated  by  the  act  establishing  navy  hospitals,  reported: 

That  they  have  considered  the  subject;  and  annexed  to  this  report  are  papers  containing  information 
from  the  Navy  ])('i>.ir( incut  relating  to  it. 

The  "marine  Imsiiitul  rnnd"  was  instituted  by  the  "act  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen," 
passed  July  16,  IT'.ts.  It  direrted  a  deduction  of  twenty  cents  per  month  from  the  vaqe^  of  seamen  on 
board  the  ships  and  vessels  of  the  Unite.l  Slates,  to  be.  ,"ii,]>loy.'.l,  under  the  din-.-tion  ..f  the  President  of 

their  wvummndatinn.  Py  tin''  second  se,-|io|.  of  the  ael  of  Maivh  -1,  IT'.tiK'llie  ^ee|ela^y  of  the  Navy  is 
authorized  tn  ih-din-l  hrml,/  mils  /,rr  monlh  hn,,,  11, r  i,'iii  ,,f  rrrrij  ollicei-.  seaman,  ami  niariia',  for  thc'use 
of  the  marine  hos|,ilal  lund:  and  bv  the  lliird  s.viion  of  the  said  aet.  //e',/  ,„•,•  r.Jiilr:!!,,  rrrrinj  the  same 
benejits  from  Ihr  t'>n„/s  as  weiv  pr,.vid.'d  for  s"ek  and  .li.^abled  .^ean.en  of  the  nierehant  v.'ssels. 

Tile  act  of  F.diruary  :2(i,  Isl],  establish,  d  the  "navy  h..spital  fund,"  an.l  placed  it  under  the  direc- 
tion of  commissioners  to  provide  sites  and  erect  navy  hospitals,  and  ai  one  of  the  estabUshinr.i/s  tn  provide 
a  permanent  asylum  for  disabled  and  decrepid  naval  officers,  seamen  and  marines.  Tiic  eoiitributions  for 
this  fund  are  directed  to  be  fifty  thousand  dollars,  appropriated  out  of  the  balance  of  the  marine  hospital 
fund,  of  which  there  was  then  paid  only  $3,782.86;  the  residue  having-  been  expended  bv  the  Idiited 
States,  without  ever  having-  relieved  any  officer,  seaman,  or  marine  by  any  part  of  it.  Tin-  residue  of  the 
said  $50,000,  viz:  $46,211.14,  has  since  been  appropriated  to  the  navy  hospital  fund,  bv  the  a.-t  of  May 
24,  1828.  The  otlie'r  contributions  to  this  fund  were  the  tioenf;/  renfs^per  month  to  be  deducted  from  the 
ara^res  o/'^Ae  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  any  jiension  chargeable  on  the  navy  pension  fund  of  a  person 
maintained  in  the  hosiiiial.  and  ihe  lines  imposed  on  officers,  seamen,  .and  maiines. 

This  brief  history  of  the  fund  is  given  to  prove  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  two  last-mentioned 
sources  of  revenue,  the  entire  moneys  of  the  fund  are  the  private  pra/irr/i/  nf'  I  lie  njjirers,  seamen,  and  marines, 
earned  by  them  on,  a  contract  with  the  United  States,  and  paid  by  flicin  mln  lln-  public  treasury,  to  be  applied 
for  the  sole  and  exclusive  benefit  of  the  donors  and  actual  founders  if  Tins  snrrrd  rliarity. 

In  the  case  of  a  corporation,  the  right  of  visitation  would  be  long  to  the  "officers,  seamen,  and 
marines;"  and  at  its  dissolution  the  properly  would  iweit  to  their  legal  representatives.  In  t}],is  case,  the 
United  States  are  only  trusiees,  whose  duly  is  so  mueh  the  moi<'  saered,  as  it  rests  upon  the  inviolability 
of  the  public  faith.  The  prineipal  of  the  money  miLst,  by  all  the  moral  force  of  the  strongest  obligations  of 
the  United  States,  be  ajipliid  to  the  purposes  declared  "by  the  act  of  February  16,  1811;  and  if  the  United 
States  has  had  the  use  of  any  part  of  the  money,  the  interest,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  is  a  debt 
due  from  the  United  States,  secured  by  the  public  faith;  and  the  committee  will  not  believe  that  the 
United  States  can,  in  a  trust  of  this  sacred  and  inviolable  nature,  refuse  to  pay  interest  in  a  case  where 
equity  would  decree  it  against  an  individual. 

The  inquiry  then  is,  what  has  been  realized  from  this  fund;  how  has  it  been  expended;  what  is  in 
equity  due  to  the  fund;  and  what  will  be  the  consequence  of  withholding-  the  appropriation  requisite  for 
the  progress  of  those  works  of  patriotic  benevolence? 

Including  the  $3,792.86,  paid  by  the  marine  hospital  fund,  the  $46,217.14  cents,  appropriated  by  the 
act  of  May  24,  1828,  and  $415.58,  the  rent  of  the  hospital  estate  at  Chelsea,  Massachusetts,  the  whole 
amount  of  money  which  has  been  carried  to  the  navy  hospital  fund,  is $328,597  93 

There  has  been  expended  prior  to  October,  1811 $10, 652  85 

Since  that  time,  in  purchasing  land  and  the  erection  of  buildings  at  Philadelphia 162, 136  82 

At  Norfolk 121,200  00 

At  Chelsea  and  Brooklyn 30 ,  140  23 

Contingents 1,180  49 

$325,310  39 

Remaining    $3, 28T  54 

Looking  only  to  the  private  contributions  of  the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  it  is  believed  that  the 
claims  of  the  fund  against  the  United  States  may  be  thus  stated: 

1.  Tiie  principal  nion(>ys  di'duj-fedfrom  the  pay  of  the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  before  the  passage  of 

the  act  of  February  16,  1811,' over  and  above  the  $50,000  directed  by  that  act  to  be  paid,  and  which 
the  United  States  "has  continued  to  use,  is $57 ,  762  80 

2.  Interest  on  that  sum  from  Februaiy,  1811,  to  February,  1829,  eighteen  years 62,383  82 

3.  Interest  on  $46,217.14,  from  February  26,    1811,  to  May  24,  1828,  when  it  was  appro- 

priated  47,612  75 

Making  a  balance  of $167 ,  759  37 

For  the  appropriation  of  which  sum,  a  bill  is  herewith  reported. 

This  claim  is  rested  by  the  committee  ujion  the  facts,  apparent  from  the  law  itself,  that  the  principal 
claimed  is  the  private  property  of  the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  to  be  applied  for  their  sole  use  and 
VOL.  Ill 38  L 
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benefit;  and  that  either  the  United  States  had  applied  the  same  to  some  other  use  than  that  contemplated 
by  the  touu.lcrs  of  this  charity,  and  dochircd  in  tlie  act  cn>atin-  it;  or,  since  Febrnarv  1(3,  1811,  when  the 
account  <.f  il  sliuiild  have  hern  tal<c.ii,  Ih.'  I'liilcd  Slates  has  k,],!  and  retained  tlie'iiioncy  to  their  own 
use,  aii.l  sh,>nld,  th.T.'lore,  ,,av  tlie  inter.'st  th.T.-n.  It  w,,uM  be  Init  JHstiee,  scarcely  rising  to  the  lib- 
eral, to  pay  als,,  1,,  tiii-  luiid  the  ii.l.avsi,  xvhieli  'nefnie  Fel.ruary  Ki,  ISli,  lia<l  accrued  on  the  moneys 
paid  into  tlie  Treasury  by  tlie  Iti-i-nhj  rmf  moiiilily  <-(iiil  liluitions  of  the  otScers,  seamen,  and  marines;  and 
the  only  reason  why  "the  Cduimittee  do  not  pro\ii|e  lor  the  payment  of  it  at  this  time,  is  the  apprehension 
that  diuibts  mig-ht  arise  whctlicr  the  moneys  previous  to  that  time  had  been  actually  used  by  the  United 
States  for  other  purposes.     They  have,  therefore,  only  provided  for  that  part  of  the  claim  as  to  which  they 

I'onndin--  liis  ennjeeinre  upon  the  past,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  estimates  the  probarble  income  of 
the  fund  at  b(jl\vccn  liftccn  and  twenty  thousand  dollars  a  year,  for  some  time  to  come.  The  Department 
is  not  able,  at  this  time,  to  state  what  sums  will  he  reipiired  for  the  hospitals  during  the  present  year; 
still,  when  the  sums  already  expended  are  recollccte<l,  and  wlien  it  is  understood  by  his  estimates,  that 
to  complete  the  buildings,  walls,  fences,  &c.,  &c.,  at  l'hila(!<'l|.h!a,  $75,000  will  be  required,  and  at  Nor- 
folk $.50,000,  it  cannot  be  doubted  but  that  a  large  sum  will  be  necessary  to  carry  on  those  several  works 
with  that  advance  towards  completion  which  is  necessary  to  a\  oid  great  and  destructive  waste  and  decay; 
and  that  the  whole  amount  due  from  the  United  States  to  the  fund,  as  well  as  iliat  which  will  accrue  for 
some  years  to  come,  will  be  required  to  complete  the  buildings  already  commenced,  as  well  as  those 
contemplated  to  be  erected  at  those  oth<'r  places  where  sites  have  been  already  purchased.  The  appro- 
priation, therefore,  of  the  money  n(jw  proposed  w  ill  be  a  mere  act  of  justice  to  the  donors  and  founders  of 
these  hospitals;  it  will  be  a  payment  of  a  debt  long  withheld,  but  paid  at  a  time  when  it  is  much  needed, 
and  will  prove  most  serviceable. 

These  reasons,  which  the  committee  consider  as  addressed  to  the  justice  of  the  United  States,  may 
be  applied  most  strongly  to  her  interest.  In  some  respects,  the  course  of  future  events  can  scarcely  be 
doubted.  If  our  country  avoids  the  calamities  of  war,  it  must  be  because  she  shall  appear,  and  really  be, 
ready  to  prosecute  it  with  vigor  and  success.  Our  collisions,  like  our  commerce,  must  be  on  the  ocean; 
there,  also,  must  be  our  power  to  resist  oppression  and  punish  injustice.  Artists  and  funds  will  supply 
most  gallant  ships;  liberal  pay,  the  rewards  in  a  share  of  prizes,  the  honors  and  respects  of  office,  a  love 
of  glory  and  desire  of  service  to  their  country,  will  gather  round  you  flag  officers  of  the  greatest  worth, 
patriotism,  bravery,  and  skill,  desirous  of  emulating  the  glorious  achievements  of  those  by  whom  that 
flag  has  been  consecrated  to  victory.  But  your  seamen — they  who  man  your  ships,  sustain  your  flag, 
your  honor,  your  glory,  and  your  interests — what  shall  reward  them?  their  pay  comparatively  small,  their 
devotion  constant,  leading  a  life  which  scarce  allows  them  a  home,  they  have  little  opportunity  to  provide 
for  sickness  or  old  age;  while  the  duties  they  perform  in  sickly  climates,  amidst  storms,  in  the  perils  of 
battle,  all  expose  them  to  loss  of  limbs  and  health,  and  to  premature  old  age.  Any  pension  which  the 
government  can  grant  will  scarcely  sustain  them  in  sickness  and  the  tedious  decrepitude  of  old  age. 
Hence  it  is  that  a  naval  hospital  is  so  strongly  desired  by  the  seaman.  However  regardless  he  may  be 
of  toil  and  danger,  he  is  mindful  of  this;  he  looks  to  it  as  a  home  in  sickness,  infirmity,  or  old  age.  To 
him  it  is  the  asylum  where  he  would  spend  his  last  days  in  peace  and  in  hope,  surrounded  by,  and 
associated  with,  the  companions  of  his  former  glory.  To  the  naval  service  of  every  other  country  they 
have  been  found  indisix'usable.  It  is  here  only,  where  seamen  are  free  and  patriotic,  that  eidistments 
can  be  made  without  such  inducements.  If,  therefore,  the  United  States  owed  nothing,  as  she  owes  these 
asylums  much;  if  she  only  looks  to  them  as  the  home  of  her  gallant  seamen;  if  she  I'egard  the  greater 
ease  of  enlistment  by  reason  of  this  humane  provision,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  appropria- 
tion now  recommended  should  be  made.  To  refuse  it,  the  committee  believe,  would  cause  great  waste 
and  dilapidation  in  the  edifices  now  erecting,  deprive  our  seamen  of  a  most  comfortable  hope,  and  work 
a  serious  injury  to  the  naval  service. 


House  of  Represextatives,  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  December  18,  1828. 
Sir:  The  House  have  directed  the  committee,  by  a  resolution  of  the  11th  instant,  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  making  an  appropriation  to  the  navy  hospital  fund  of  all  money  that  may  be  due  to  the  said 
fund  from  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

The  committee  direct  me  to  inquire  of  your  Department  what  amount  of  moneys  has,  and  which 
ought  to  have  been  carried  to  the  said  fund?  what  amount  oi'  the  said  moneys  has  been  received  and 
expended  by  the  commissioners,  and  where  expended?  any  balance  of  such  moneys  in  the  hands  of  the 
commissioners;  and  especially  what  amount  of  moneys  is  now  due  to  the  said  fund,  from  what  source 
they  have  accrued,  and  for  what  cause  withheld? 

With  esteem  and  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

MICHAEL  HOFFMAN. 
Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Nainj. 


Navy  Departsient,  Jamtary  22,  1829. 

Sir:  It  is  proper  that  I  again  remind  you  of  the  cause  which  furnishes  an  apology  for  the  delay  in 
answering  your  letter  on  the  subject  of  the  hospital  fund. 

In  reference  to  the  whole  subject,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the  commissioners  of  the 
fund  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  15th  of  January,  1827.  It  is  not  supposed  necessary  to 
repeat  the  facts  and  views  contained  in  that  document. 

I  understand  you  to  inquire: 

1.  What  sums  the  commissioners  have  received? 

2.  What  they  have  expended,  and  where? 

3.  What  sums  have  accrued  to  the  fund  which  ought  to  have  been  carried  to  it,  and  have  not  been, 
tut  have  been  otherwise  expended? 
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1.  The  whole  sum  which  has  been  credited  to  the  fund,  from  its  cstahlislnnent,  in  July,  1T98,  to  30th 
September,  1828,  is  $328,697.93.  This  sum  embraces  the  special  apiiropriatidii  in  May  last,  of  640,217.14, 
and  the  rent  which  has  accrued  from  the  hospital  estate  in  Chelsea,  Mass. 

2.  Tiiere  had  been  expended  prior  to  October,  1821 $10, 652  8.5 

Since  that  lime,  in  lunrhasin--  lands,  chm-I iiit;-  buildiii-s,  &c.,  at  Philadelphia 162,136  82 

In  piiicliasin-  Ian. Is,  civet  in-  liuil.'in-s,  \e.,  ;il    Nuitulk 121,200    00 

In  pnrehasin-  lands,  ereelin-  Iniildin-s,  \,-.,  al  iiruuklyn  and  Chelsea 30,140   23 

Contingencies  incident  to  Uie  ma.ini,^'enient  of  the  fund, "and  the  repayments  to  deserters.  .  .  1,180  49 


In  all  . $325,310  39 

Leaving  a  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  connnissioners,  on  the  20th  l>ecenilier,  1.S2S,  of 3,281   54 

By  these  expenditures,  lands  enough  have  been  procured  for  hespital  establislnnents  at  all  the  sta- 
tions where  they  will  be  required,  except  at  Pensacola.  At«that  place  it  may  not  be  necessary  to  pur- 
chase any  land;  if  it  should  become  so,  it  can  be  procured  for  less  than  three  thousand  dollars. 

3.  I  consider  due  to  the  fund  from  the  government  all  such  sums  as  have  been  regularly  deducted 
from  the  paj^  of  the  officers,  &c.,  under  the  law;  but  which,  by  not  being  carried  to  the  fund,  have  been 
usedby  tIie,o-..vern:nent  f.,-  ulher  nl.i,.ets. 

By  tile  law  (if  l'eliriKM\,  IMl,  '^eO.OOO  was  directed  to  be  paid  to  the  fund,  out  of  the  unexpended 
balance  of  the  mariii.'  Im^i'iH;,!  iim,!;  .mly  $3,782.86  was  paid,  leaving  due,  $46,217.14.  This  sum  was, 
by  this  law,  then  declared  to  be  due.  If  paid,  it  would  have  been  expended  in  buildings,  or  brought  an 
interest.  The  government  did  not  pay  it,  but  kept  it  from  those  whom  they  admitted  were  entitled  to  it. 
The  interest,  on  every  principle  of  justice,  is  therefore  due  to  the  fund,  and  wduld  now  amount  to 
$47,612.75. 

But  this  law  itself  was  an  unjust  exereise  ,.f  ,M.wer.  It  did  not  .-iv  all  that  was  due.  There  was 
then  much  more  than  $50,000  owin--  to  the  Innd:  inneii  more  than  that  siim  had  lieeii  deducted  from  the 
pay  of  the  officers,  &c.,  and  they  had  .l.Tived  no  henelit  iVon,  tlu'  maiine  hospii:,]  Innd,  in  which  it  had 
been  placed.  It  is  not  beli.ved  thai  one  man  had  ever  reeeived  advanta-e  iVoni  tlial  fund;  and  Congress 
ought  to  have  given  the  whole  that  had  been  de.hieted  from  tlie  ]iay  of  th.'  oflirers,  \e.,  ,.f  the  navy. 
What  that  precise  sum  was,  eann.it  now  he  mtv  ae<-urately  aseertained,  be.-an-e  tin'  muster  rolls  and 
papers  wdiich  show  the  numbers  in  service,  and  of  course  the  nnndier  li-oni  whose  pay  the  deductions  were 
made,  between  1799  and  1811,  were  burned  by  the  enemy  in  1814.  The  estimates  are  our  most  certain 
guides;  but  they  do  not  show  the  whole  numbers,  for  in  several  of  those  years,  additions  were  made  to 
our  force  after  the  estimates  of  the  year  were  prepared.  Such  was  the  case  by  the  law  of  3d  March, 
1807,  by  which  500  seamen,  &c.,  were  added.  But,  taking  the  estimate  as  the  .guide,  between  Seiitember, 
1799,  and  February,  1811,  it  will  be  found,  by  adding  them  up,  that  there  were,  of  ollieers,  se;nnen,  and 
marines,  in  the  service  during  that  time,  44,887;  the  proceeds  from  whose  pay,  in  ra\or,,f  the  Innd,  would 
have  been  S107, 762.80;  winch  is  $57,762.80  more  than  the  $50,000  allowed  bylaw.  To  this  sum  of 
$57, 76-2. SO,  tla^  Innd  was  as  nineh  eiililled  as  il  was  to  the  $50,000.  But  it  was  not  only  entitled  to  the 
prineipal  sum,  hut  to  inierest ;  lor  the  money  had  been  kept  from  the  use  of  those  whose  prop'erty  it  was, 
and  iiad  been  e.\|uMided  by  the  government  on  other  objects.  Allowing,  then,  a  year  to  elapse  on  each 
sum  deducted,  you  will  find,  by  calculating  it,  that  there  was  due  of  interest,  at  the  time  of  passing  the 
law,  $27,572.76. 

I  would  state  the  claim  of  the  fund  against  the  government  to  be  equitably  and  justly  as  follows: 

The  sum  of  principal  due  when  the  law  of  1811  passed,  beyond  that  allowed  by  law $57, 762  80 

Interest  due  at  that  day 27,572  76 

Interest  from  26th  February,  1811,  to  26th  February,  1829,  18  years,  on  $57,762.80 62,403  50 

Interest  on  $46,217.14,  from  26th  February,  1811,  when  it  was'admitted  to  be  due,  to  May, 

1828,  when  it  was  paid,  17  years  3  months    47,612  75 

Amount $195,351  81 

I  make  no  hesitation  in  adding  the  interest,  because, 

1.  The  government  kept  and  used  the  money,  to  which  it  had  no  possible  right.  It  belonged  to  the 
officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  from  whom  it  was  taken  by  the  power  of  the  law,  and  wdio  were  deprived 
of  its  use.  The  government  surely  does  not  need,  nor  can  it  wish  to  receive,  a  charitable  donation  of  the 
use  of  money  from  a  band  of  poor  seamen  and  marines.  It  will  pay  them  their  due,  to  the  uttermost 
farthing. 

2.  This  is  a  charitable  or  benevolent  fund,  which  the  government  has  undertaken  to  create  and  to 
manage.     It  will  not  take  advantage  of  its  own  power,  to  lessen  and  destroy  such  a  fund. 

In  addition,  I  beg  leave  to  add,  that  the  government  has  never  given  a  cent  to  create  hospital  estab- 
lishments for  the  navy.  In  no  other  country,  and  under  no  other  civilized  government,  is  this  the  fact. 
The  nation  owes  it  to  its  own  character  and  reputation,  to  aid  this  fund  by  an  appropriation  from  the 
treasury— an  appropriation  which  ought  to  be  rendered  liberal  by  the  great  and  good  object  for  which  it 
is  made. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHAED. 
Hon.  M.  Hoffman,  Chairman  Navy  Committee,  Hoii^e  of  Eepresentativeti. 


House  of  Representatives,  Committee  on  Naval  Aff'airs,  January  2Q,  1829. 

Sir:  The  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  directed  me  to  inquire  of  you  what  sum  of  money  will,  in  the 

opinion  of  your  Department,  be  necessary  to  be  expended  in  the  construction  of  the  naval  hospitals  for 

the  current  year,  and  the   share  deemed*  proper  to  be  expended  at  each  station?    what  delay  will  be 

occasioned  by  relying  entirely  on  the  current  income  of  the  fund?    and  what  will  be  the  probable  inju- 
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ries  from  sucli  delay?     The  probable  expense  of  completing  these  hospitals  may  be  convenient  to  satisfy 
inquiries. 

Soliciting  an  answer  as  soon  as  may  consist  with  the  convenioncc  of  your  Department, 
I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

MICHAEL  HOFFMAN. 
The  Hon.  the  Secretary  of  the.  Nar'j. 


Sir:  I  have  had  the  \umuv  tn  ice 
I  have  not,  at  this  tiiiji',  sm  h  csi 
be  required  for  the  husjiitals  ilniiiiu  t 
twentv-livo  thonsainl  dnllars,  and  at 
steps  arc  mil  now  linislicd;  iftlirv  ai 
all  tlie  fclHVs,  walls,  and  uut-lniiMiiii. 
for  the  asylum  at  i'liiiadelphia  alnint 
sand  dollars  will  complete  the  buildii 


Navy  Dei'aktment,  Jannarij  27,  1829. 
yi.ur  letter  (if  the  2(;tli  instant. 

es  linin  the  aicliiti  its  as  will  enable  nie  to  state  what  sum  will 
iisciit  yeai'.  1  )ii(  siiiiie  there  will  be  re(iuired  at  Norfolk  about 
laMelpliia  aliiMit  tl  iity-live  thousand,  jirovided  the  portico  and 
en  lilty-seveii  tlidusand  dollars  will  lie  necessary.  To  complete 
anting-  trees,  and  ieL:iilatin'^'  the  u'lonnds,  there  will  be  required 
■nty-livc  thousand  rlolhus;  and  at  Norfolk,  probably  fifty  thou- 
iid  all  tlie  outdiouses,  grounds,  &c. 


The  amount  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  fund  will  hereafter  be  between  fifteen  and  twenty  thousand 
dollars  per  annum;  and  it  will,  of  course,  take  several  years  before  these  buildings  can  be  completed,  if 
reliance  be  had  on  that  source  alone. 

I  am,  respectfully,  &c.,  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTUAFtU. 

Hon.  AIichael  Hoffmax,  Chairman  Naral  Committfc,  Huiise  of  Hrprexentatii-rf. 


20th  Con-(;re3s.]  No.  382.  [2d  Session. 

STATEMENT  SHOWING   THE   RELATIVE   RANK  OF  OFFICERS  OF  THE  ARMY  AND  NAVY. 

COMMfNICATED   TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    JANUARY    31,     1829. 

The  following  is  the  relative  rank  between  officers  of  the  army  and  navy,  as  shown  in  the  regulations 
for  the  government  of  the  army,  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  adopted  by  Congress,  viz: 

A  captain  of  the  navy,  under  five  years,  ranks  with  a  lieutenant  colonel. 

A  captain  of  the  navy,  over  five  years,  ranks  with  a  coionel. 

A  captain  of  the  navy,  over  ten  years,  ranks  with  a  In  iuadier  general. 

A  captain  of  the  navy,  over  fifteen  years,  ranks  with  a  major  general. 

A  master  commandant  ranks  with  a  major. 

Neither  the  pay  nor  the  rations  of  a  navy  oificer  of  any  grade  are  affected  by  duration  of  service. 
A  captain,  if  commanding  a  squadron,  is,  by  law,  entitled  to  $1,200  as  pay,  and  $1,460  for  rations;  mak- 
ing $2,660  per  annum;  if  not  commanding  a  squadron,  then  his  pay  and  rations  amount  to  $1,930.  A 
master  commandant  is  allowed  $1,176.25  per  annum. 

The  following  shows  the  ainouut  of  the  pay,  &c.,  of  certain  officers  of  the  army,  considering  each  as 
commanding  a  separate  post. 

Major  general $6,512  64 

Brigadier  general 4,422  48 

Colonel 2,941   32 

Lieutenant  colonel 

Major 


2,372  32 

2,106  82 

Exhibit  shoidng  the  relative  pay,  d'c.,  of  officers  of  the  army,  and  the  proimsed  pay,  dc,  of  officers  of  the 
navy,  of  assimilated  rank:,  agreeably  to  the  above  scale. 


general. 


Colonel.        Lieutenant         Major, 
general.  colonel. 


To  be  proposed  as  pay  for  the  navy,  exclusive  of  rations,  which  are 
not  to  be  drawn,  except  when  ofificers  are  in  actual  service;  then 
they  are  to  commence  from  the  date  of  their  orders  for  service, 
tie  striking  of  the  pendant 


Table  shoiving  the  relative  pay  of  certain  officers  of  the  navy,  1828. 


Surgeons. 

Surgeons 

mates. 

g  ^ 
I    § 
11 

§  a 

f  1 

■s    . 

Under  5 
years. 

Over  5 
years. 

Over  10 
years. 

Over  20 
years. 

Under  5 
years. 

Overs 
years. 

Over  10 
years. 

Over  20 
years. 

Over  5 
years. 

Over  10 
years. 

$1,085 

$1,3274 

$1,570  I  SI, 690 

$1,450 

$1,875 

1 
$2,300  1  $2,420 

$1,027^ 

$1,270 

$965 

$1,176^ 

$1,930 

$2,660 
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From  the  above  table  the  foUov-ing  residfs  are  dedv 

ced. 

1  i 

■S.  5 

1 
1^ 

li 

In 

m 

I  f 

I I  i 

Hi 

S120  00 
362  50 
605  00 
725  00 
485  00 
9)0  00 
1,3."5  00 
1,455  00 
52  50 
3U5  00 

$91  25 

$151  25 
393  75 
513  75 
273  75 
698  75 
1,123  75 
1,243  75 

A  surgeon  over  10  years  receives 

$240  00 

55  00 

$370  00 
490  00 

$240  00 

148  75 

g"''^  °  ."                     lo''  e     -  r    eives 

93  75 

urg                                 y 
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EXPERIMENTS  TO  TEST  THE  COMPARATIVE  FITNESS  OF  COTTON  AND  HEMP  FOR  SAILS 
AND  CORDAGE  FOR  THE  NAVY. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  FEBRUARY  2,    1829. 

Navy  Dep.\rtment,  January  31,  1829. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  23d  instant,  I  have 
the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  report  from  the  Commissioners  of  the   Navy,  showing  the   result   of 
experiments  which  have  been  made  "  to  test  the  comparative  fitness  of  cotton  and  hemp  for  the  use  of  sails 
in  onr  public  vessels,"  and  "the  comparative  expense  of  canvas  made  of  hemp  and  of  cotton." 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 
The  Hon.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Eepreaentatives. 


^xw  Commissioners'  Office,  January  27,  1829. 

Sir:  Upon  the  various  points  embraced  in  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  23d 
instant,  (received  on  the  26th,)  the  Board  of  Navy  Commissioners  respectfully  report: 

The  only  results  received  by  this  board  of  the  experiments  reported  in  January,  1826,  to  be  in  pro- 
gress for  tlie  purpose  of  testing  "  the  comparative  fitness  of  cotton  and  hemp  canvas  for  the  use  of  sails 
in  our  public  ships,"  will  be  found  in  the  following  extracts  of  letters  from  commanding  ofiicers,  viz: 

From  Captain  Woolsey,  March  8,  1827 — "In  answer  to  your  letter  of  20th  December,  relating  to 
the  cotton  maintopsail,  I  have  to  remark,  that  it  had  lain  in  store  a  long  time  at  Key  "West,  before  it  was 
received  on  board  the  Constellation:  one  or  twn  of  tlie  middle  cloths,  mar  the  licad  of  the  sail,  were 
damaged  in  store  and  had  soon  to  be  mended;  liit  tlir  n-st  of  the  sail  has  hml  :i  lair  list  in  all  weathers; 
is  now  bent  and  still  continues  good.  For  the  \\'cst  India  service  I  think  i  ainas  of  that  description  as 
good  as  hempen,  and  for  all  the  light  sails,  1  shuuld  think  cotton  equal  iu  all  ivs|>iits  tu  hempen,  in  any 
climate." 

From  Captain  Wilkinson,  of  the  John  Adams,  February  5,  1827 — "  In  rciily  fn  your  letter  of  the  21st 
December,  which  I  this  day  received,  I  had  only  a  maintopsail  of  cotton,  tliat  Avas  bent  at  Norfolk  in 
March  last,  and  has  been  in  constant  use  nearly  the  whole  time  since  My  slii|)  has  been  actually  at  sea 
two  hundred  and  forty  days,  and  sailed  eighteen  thousand  five  liundrcii  and  ciuliiy-scven  miles  iit  the 
above  period,  including  the  hurricane  months,  which  were  excessively  bnisteiMus.  and  this  ship  requiring 
the  maintopsail,  it  was  always  carried  as  long  as  practicable.  The  injury  wliicii  tMpsails  sustain  from 
frequent  reefing,  &c.,  is  well  known  to  the  Navy  Commissioners.  I  have  had  the  above-mentioned  topsail 
mill  stitched,  to  strengthen  the  sewing,  which  had  given  way  in  many  places.  I  now  pronounce  it  as  good 
as  ever  it  was,  having  this  day  examined  it  minutely  to  enable  me  to  make  this  report.  Cotton  sails  hold 
more  wind,  are  much  more  pliable  and  easily  handled,  and  upon  the  whole  I  think  highly  of  them  for 
square  sails." 

From  Commodore  Warrington,  October  7,  1826 — "From  what  I  have  seen  of  that  sail,  (the  one 
reported  on  by  Captain  Wilkinson, )  I  am  inclined  to  think  favorably  of  the  article  for  sails,  and  to  believe 
that  we  have  no  cause  to  fear  its  greater  combustibility  than  canvass  made  of  hemp.  It  stands  flapping 
and  chafing  as  well,  if  not  better  than  sails  commonly  do  of  other  materials." 

Other  experiments  upon  the  subject  of  cotton  canvas  have  been  instituted,  but  the  results  have  not 
yet  been  reported. 

Upon  the  subject  of  "  cotton  cordage,"  the  Commissioners,  in  April,  1826,  made  an  experiment  to  test 
its  relative  strength  with  cordage  made  of  hemp;  the  latter  was  tarred,  the  former  not;  and  the  following 
was  the  result  ascertained  by  minute  attention  to  all  the  facts  in  the  case,  viz: 

Weight 
Length  of  Circumference.  Weight.  broke  with, 

rope — feet.  Inches.  Ouuces.  Pounds. 

First  experiment,  hemp 2  1.4|  12^  1,586 

First  experiment,  cotton 2  1.4|  9.1  938 

Second  experiment,  hemp 1  l^^o  4  j  1 ,  1S7 

Second  experiment,  cotton 1  l^^^  4|  727 
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Frnin  tlicsc  oxiu.riiiH'iits,  particularly  vlicii  it  was  mnsidrM-cl  that  the  weight  uf  the  hemp  cordage 
was  -rriLlK  iih-rra.-><(l  l._v  the  tai-  in  it.  ami  its  si/.i'  alsn  in  smnc  iIil^ic'  cnhirged  by  that  fact,  it  was  COIl- 
eluih'il  that  tlic  s/rriHj/h  nfcnttMi,  c..i,l;i-,-  was  iiiucli  inlrri.  ir  ttj  tliat   mad.'  (if  hemp. 

As  tu  tlic  cunqiaralivc  ijju'iixc  n{'  laiivas  made  uf  lieiiip  ami  (-..tton,  so  far  as  regards  the  first  cost, 
that  of  hemp  or  lla.x  continues  as  stated  in  our  letter  of  28tii  JaniKu y,  ISiitJ,  while  that  of  cotton  has  fallen. 
Their  relative  prices  may  now  be  considered  as  follows: 

No.  1  flax,  47|  cents  per  yard;  cotton  41  cents  per  yard. 

No.  2  flax,  43^  cents  per  yard;  cotton  39  cents  per  yard. 

No.  3  flax,  42|  cents  per  j'ard;  cotton  37  cents  pci  yard. 

No.  4  flax,  4l|  cents  j)er  yard;  cotton  .  .  cents  ]hi-  yard 

No.  5  flax,  40     eeids  per  vard;    eultuii  :;4  eelits  per  "yard. 

No.  6  flax,  38|  eenls  ^.r  Vard;    entlui,    .  .   ,-,:its  per  vard. 

No.  7  flax,  37i  eents  p.^r  vard;    eui|..n  .'11'  enits  p.^r  vard. 

No.  8  flax,  36|  cents  per  yard;   entt.m   .  .  rents  per  yard. 

In  this  scale  no  prices  are  fixed  for  numbers  4,  6  and  8  of  cotton  canvas,  because  wo  have  not 
recently  contracted  for  any  of  those  numbers.  They  no  doubt  bear  prices  proportionate  to  those  of  the 
other  numbers,  and  may  be  stated  as  follows:  No.  4,  35^  cents;  No.  6,  33  cents;  No.  8,  30  cents  per 
yard. 

Having  thus,  and  it  is  hoped  satisfactorily,  answered  the  requisition  embraced  by  the  resolution,  it 
may  not  be  considered  irrelevant  to  state  that  the  Commissioners  some  time  since  instituted  a  course  of 

;  with  nake.ni  made  nl'  new  rope;  tlie  poop  deck  tu  be  caulked  with  cuttMi,  and  three 
,-iiil.nlcd  fr..in  the  j.iad  water  line  up,  for  about  40  feet  in  Icn-tli;  the  respective 
V  them  tu  lie  caulked  with  oakum  made  of  new  rope;"  but  lii^f  .ic  tliesi'  in>,ti  uctions 
■ennes  had  been  "entirely  caulked  with  oakum,  inside  and  uiit,  except  the  puup  and 
le  c..ininandin-  ..fliier  however  stated  that  he  w.iuld  make  the  experiment  upon  the 
(  nne.s  a.  dinct.'d,  and  ■'  the  utlier   |iarl  ef  tlu;  experiment    up,m  sloop  No.  3,   when 

I  no  Uiformaliou  has  n'ached  us  as  (n  tlH'  result. 

t  was  made  upon  the  Nalehe/.;   and  ( 'eniimidore  Barron  reported  as  to  the  operation 

3,  one  with  oakum,  the  dther  with  cniteii;   that  "the  seams  were  each  30  feet  long; 

I  3|  pounds,  the  quantity  df  cntti>n    \\  pminds;  the  time  employed  on  the  oakum 

was  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  on  the  cotton  half  an  hour." 

A  suflicient  length  of  time  has  not  elapsed  for  any  of  these  experim( 
caulking  our  ships,  to  bo  brought  to  a  satisfactory  result. 

Th(>  use  of  cotton  canvas  fnr  boat   sails,  awniim-s,  hammocks,  hamm 

and  III 1  covers,  and  tarpaulins,  is  so  far  appruv,-d  that  it  is  nuw  -enen 

it  may  !„■  used  with  advanta-e,  it   is  li.djeved,  fur  liuht  sails  -enerallv;  bu 
),articidarly  <if  large  ships,  w.mld  be  alten.led   with  su  many  hazards   tu 
board  would  not  take  upon  itself  the  responsibility  of  substituting  it  for  henqi 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obeclient  servant, 

JNO.  KODGERS. 
lion.  S.AMUEL  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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20th  Congress.]  No.    384.  [2d  Sessiox. 

STATEMENT    CONCERNING    NAVY    PENSIONS. 

COJIML'NICATED    TO    THE    HOl'SE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    KEBRrARY    7,     1829. 

Navy  Department,  February  5,  1829. 
Sir:  In  answer  to  the   resolution  of  the   House  of  Representatives,  of  the  30th  January,  1829,  the 
Secretary  .if  the  Navy  has  tlie  honor  to  trairsniit  three  statements,  marked  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3,  corresponding 

Stat.-nient  No.  1  exhildts  till'  nanii's  of  those  ]iensioners  to  whom  ponsioiis  h.nve  lipon  allowed,  since 
the  'iJ.l  Jannarv,  1S:24,  nialer  th.'  authority  of  tin'  law  of  isH,  "  ih.'  annual  aimmnt  •'  to  each,  and  the 
'■tiim'  wh.'i,  tin"'  pension  was  urant.'.l."  Th.'vw.av  allow.l  for  th.'  caiis.'s  mention,  .1  in  the  law  of  1817, 
the  .1,'atlis  having  .Haairre.l  an.l  th,'  ri.ghts  having  a,-cru,',l  previous  t,,  fh,'  rep.'al  ,if  that  law. 

The  columns  1,  2,  4,  5,  6  and  7,  in  statement  No.  2,  are  believed  to  be  accurate — a  careful  examina- 
tion of  the  cases  having  been  made.  It  is  not  possible  to  give  a  more  specific  answer  in  the  3d  column. 
The  commissioners  of  the  navy  pension  fund  have  no  information  to  enable  them  to  state  "whence  the 

.^tat,  nil  tit  \u.  :;  :dlui,ls  as  full  an  answer  to  the  3d  section  of  the  resolution  as  is  practicable,  from 
the  papii.s  nniaininu  in  tli,'  I  >ep:ntiiicnt.  When  applications  are  made  for  pensio'ns,  and  rejected  by  the 
commission, K.  ili,'  pap,  is  iir,'  almost  uniformerly  returned  to  the  applicants  at  their  own  request.  No 
copies  of  thi'iii  .n,'  r,tain,d.  'I'liis  stat,'iii,'iit  eaiinot,  tli,'r,'fore,  be  relied  upon  as  furnishing  a  complete 
list  of  the  rejeitid  ap|ilieai  ions,  even  sin.e  ill,'  year  ISi't.  Xor,  if  the  whole  of  the  cases  could  be  stated, 
would  the  list  tli,'ii  luinish  a  sal,'  uui,l,'  in  forining  an  ,ipinion  of  the  claims  which  would  be  made  on  the 
pension  fund,  should  the  law  ot  1«17  be  revived.  M,)st  of  the  applications  under  that  law  were  made 
within  two  or  three  years  before  and  since  it  expired.  It  is  some  time  after  the  passage  of  an  act  of  this 
nature,  before  its  existence  is  knowu  to  many  who  think  they  are  entitled  to  its  benefits.     The  longer  it 
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is  in  force,  the  more  numerous  will  be  the  claims  under  it;  and  unless  its  terms  and  the  constrtiction  put 
upon  them  by  the  commissioners  are  very  guarded,  and  the  evidence  rigidly  scrutinized,  they  will  multiply 
to  a  burdensome  extent. 

It  is  n.-t  iiitciidcd  Iiv  fliis  rciiiaik  in  cinivev  an  impression  unfavoialilc  lo  llic  cxislciicc  of  sonic  law 
of  the  -vii.Tal  .■hara.-KTnr  that  nf  ISlT.  'I'Ih'  .'.flier  laws  relate  tn  cas-s  ,,r  wo,i,„ls  and  .Irallis  ill  l.alllc; 
but  there  are  in  the  navy  cases  cT  peculiar  lianlsliip  and  exposure,  <>iil  nl'  the  unliuary  ami  ciiuiinii  upcra- 
tions  (if  the  service,  in  wliich  .landers  arc  ciicuuitered  and  lives  l.isl,  where  the  de'vution  of  the  seaman 
is  as  great,  the  results  tn  the  uaiiou  as  hciiclicial,  and  the  consequences  as  fatal  to  his  family,  as  when 
he  dies  nmre  glniiciisly  in  haitli'.  Such  cases  seem  strongly  to  demand  the  favorable  regard  of  the 
government,  and  such  are  snuie,  if  imt  ail  nf  those  to  which  the  law  of  1817  was  applied,  and  in  which 
the  pensions  have  expired  in  cijiiscquence  of  its  repeal. 

Respectfully  submitted.  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

To  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


1. 

Anm^n-  to  the  frst  .section  of  the  resolution. 

Annu.al  am't  'When  granted, 

of  pension. 

Catherine  Badger $114  00  June  19,  1824 

Marv  Smith 00  00  March  21,  1825 

Eliza    Cooper 54   00  July  13,1825 

Susanna  Lippincott 00  00  September  23,  1825 

Anne  M.  Clunet 54   00  June  1,1826 

Maria  C.  Madison 240  00  January         1,1828 


$582  00 
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20th    Cont.rkss.]  No    385.  [2d  Session. 

MEMORIAL  OP  JOHN  PERCIVAL  RESPECTING  THE  POWER  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  TO 
CHANGE  THE  RELATIVE  RANK  OF  AN  OFFICER  OF  THE  NAVY  WITHOUT  THE  CON- 
CURRENCE OF  THE  SENATE. 

COMMUXIC.\TED    TO    THE    SEX.\TE    FEBRU.\RY    10,     1829. 

To  the  honoraUa  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

The  memorial  of  John  Percival,  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  respectfully  showeth: 
That  your  memorialist  entered  the  navy  of  the  United  States  in  the  year  1800,  and  was  am^jng  the 
number  of  those  who  were  disbanded  at  the  reduction  of  the  establishment.  He  re-entered  the  service 
in  1809,  in  the  capacity  of  sailing-master.  On  the  18th  November,  1814,  he  received  an  appointment  as 
an  acting  lieutenant,  and  on  the  9th  December  of  the  same  year  he  was  commissioned  as  a  lieutenant,  in 
which  capacity  he  was  continued  until  the  present  time.  During  a  very  considerable  portion  of  this 
iutcr\a!  y«pur  inciuorialist  has  been  engaged  in  active  service,  and  for  a  length  of  time  has  been  in  actual 

At  tlh'  saiiir  time  that  your  memorialist  was  nominated  to  the  Senate  for  the  appointment  as  a  lieu- 
tenant, sLVLral  utiicr  individuids,  generally  his  juniors  in  the  service,  were  nominated  to  the  same  grade, 
as  will  appear  by  reference  to  the  original  list  of  nominations  among  the  records  of  your  honorable  b(jdy. 
In  this  list  the  name  of  your  memorialist  occupied  the  thirteenth  place,  and  the  nominations  received  the 
approbation  of  the  Senate  in  the  order  in  which  they  had  been  arranged  by  the  Executive.  In  the  naval 
registiT,  piililisIiiMl  in  the  year  ]sl5,  the  several  individuals  who  had  thus  been  commissioned  were  placed 
in  the  same  nnl.r  in  wliirli  tin  y  liad  been  nominated  to  and  passed  the  Senate.  A  note  was,  however, 
appcmlcil  tM  thr  list,  as  y.inr  imiiKinalist  has  been  informed,  without  the  knowledge  or  concurrence  of 
the  Executive,  or  tlie  tlien  head  (jf  the  Department,  intimating  that  the  relative  rank  of  those  officers 
whose  commissions  are  dated  on  the  9th  December,  1814,  had  not  been  established.  No  register  appears 
to  have  been  published  in  the  year  1816;  but  that  of  1817  contains  the  names  of  such  of  the  said  officers 
who  continued  in  the  service,  in  their  original  order,  while  the  note  above  referr-^d  to  was  omitted.  It 
may  here  also  be  remarked,  that  the  nominations  in  question  were  made  out  while  Mr.  Jones  was  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  that  the  two  registers  of  1815  and  1817  were  published  while  that  office  was 
held  by  Mr.  Crowninshield.  Two  secretaries  had,  therefore,  concurred  in  fixing  this  relative  rank.  In 
the  register  of  1818,  your  mfinorialist  discnvorcd  tliat  this  order  had  been  changed,  and  several  indi- 
viduals, wiio  had  before  stood  hiwer  .m  the  list  than  hinis.  11',  were  now  placed  above  him.  Other  changes 
were  at  the  same  time  made,  .'nc,  at  hast,  nf  whieh  iMin.--  emnplained  of,  the  party  was  restored  to  his 
original  position.  Your  nieni..iialist  i.nl'ened  liis  ennii)laint  verl.ally  to  the  head  of  the  Department,  but 
witliiiut  sueeess;  no  reason  was  ever  assigned  to  him  for  the  preference  that  had  been  given,  nor  was 
any  e.iniiilaint  nia.le  ni  his  competency  or  conduct.  In  the  year  1823,  being  about  to  leave  the  United 
States  on  a  Inn-'  ernise,  he  addressed  a  memorial  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  setting  forth  the  grounds 
upon  whicli  he  claimed  that  this  inegulavity  might  be  rectified  In  consequence  of  his  long  absence  no 
steps  were  taken  by  the  Depaiiinent  in  nlatiun  to  this  matter.  Since  his  return  to  the  United  States,  he 
has  again  called  the  attention  of  the  Seentary  to  the  subject,  who,  for  the  reasons  assigned  in  his  com- 
munication, has  declined  to  comply  with  the  luayer  of  your  memorialist,  who  is,  therefore,  compelled  to 
submit  his  case  to  the  consideration  of  your  honorable  body. 

He  res)ieetl'nlly  sulunits  to  the  Senate  that  the  relative  order  which  officers  holding  the  same  grade 
of  conmiission  oeiiipy.  constitutes  an  important  part  of  the  office  which  is  conferred.  That  as  to  all  the 
rights  of  suiierioiity  and  eonnnand,  an  officer  higher  on  the  list  is  on  the  same  footing  as  if  he  held  a 
higher  office.  This  is  a  well  siitled  [uiiieiplc  of  military  law.  The  order,  then,  in  which  nominations  are 
made,  constitutis  a  part  of  siieli  nomination,  and  the  order  in  which  they  are  confirmed  by  the  Senate  is 
an  equally  important  part  of  the  act  of  that  honorable  body.  If  this  view  be  correct,  your  memorialist 
was  senior  in  raid;  and  higher  in  eonnnand,  by  the  appointment  in  1814,  than  several  of  those  who  have 
been  subsequf  ntly  elevated  over  his  head.  Whether  the  rights  which  he  then  held  can  be  afiected  by  the 
Department  without  tiie  concurrence  of  the  Senate;  or  whether,  conceding  that  such  power  resides  in 
the  Department,  it  can  be  executed  by  simply  changing  the  order  in  which  the  names  stand  in  the  regis- 
ter, and  that  after  an  indefinite  lapse  of  time,  he  submits  with  great  confidence  to  the  judgnnrnt  of  the 
Senate. 

Y''our  memorialist  fin-ther  submits  to  your  consideration,  that  no  authority  to  make  these  changes 
was  reserved  on  the  list  of  nominations  transmitted  by  the  Executive  to  the  Senate,  or,  as  is  believed,  in 
any  other  commnnieation.  Nor  has  your  memorialist  been  able  to  discover  any  other  evidence  of  such 
reservation  than  that  contained  in  the  note  above-mentioned,  in  the  register  printed  several  months  after 
the  Secretary  who  prepared  the  list  of  nominations  had  retired  from  that  office. 

He  also  sul-iiiits  that  if  such  right  could  legally  be  and  actually  was  reserved,  it  was  to  be  exercised 
within  a  reasouaMe  time,  and  not  to  continue  for  an  indefinite  period,  or  to  involve  the  power  of  repeated 
changes.  Tile  piililication  of  the  register  of  1817  was,  he  contends,  a  final  action  upon  the  subject,  and 
the  authority  t(j  vary  the  iirder  then  promulgated  became  extinct. 

He  also  submits  to  the  Senate  that  the  exorcise  of  the  power  to  change  the  relative  rank  of  officers 
is  sanctioned  by  no  law,  is  unprecedented,  and  has  never  since  been  practiced;  that  it  is  dangerous  in 
itself  and  pregnant  with  mischief  to  the  service;  that  if  this  power  was  legally  exercised  in  the  case  of 
your  memorialist,  it  may  with  equal  justice  and  propriety  be  again  exercised  in  relation  to  every  officer 
in  the  navy. 

Your  memorialist  disclaims  all  intention  to  detract  from  the  reputation  or  affect  the  feelings  of  those 
of  his  brother  officers  whose  claims  come  in  conflict  with  his  own.  He  feels,  however,  that  in  submitting 
this  subject  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate,  he  is  vindicating  not  only  his  own  rights,  but  the  best 
interests  of  that  service  which  all  will  prefer  to  their  own  private  advantage. 

PERCIVAL,  Lieutenant  in  the  U.  S.  Xavy. 

Washington,  January,  1829. 
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APPLICATION  OF  SUBALTERN  OFFICERS  OF  i>L\RINE  CORPS  FOR  AN  INCREASE  OF  PAY. 


;\ATE     FEBRUA 


To  (he  honorable  fhr  Senate 
The  memorial  of  th 
respectfully  sets  lurtli:  T 
mariue  corps,  the  pay  ami 
are  equal  to  $TT.:il,  ol'  a 


nd  House  of  Be2Jresentatives  qfthr  I  'n  i 
subscribers,  subaltern  oiBcers  in 
It  hy  the  several  acts  of  Coii-'ivss 
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a  second  lieutc 

favor  of  the  shoi-e  pay,  Imili  \h-\wx  s 

Your  memorial  is  Is  will  nui  \\><\\- 
while  on  shore  au.l  wlicn  at  sea,  but 
the  good  of  the  service  requires  a  cli 
marine  corps,  for  the  reasons  they  ai 

While  your  memorialists  are  on 
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of  America,  in  Congrens  assembled: 
■ine  corps  of  the  United  States, 
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>;  laws,  so  far  as  regards  the  pay  of  officers  ia  the 
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restriction  that  can  lie  ns 
observe,  it  can  lie  niMir  I'n 
comfort  wliicii  tlir  ci.nil 
difficulties  thus  cncainici, 
means  of  sui'mnuniini:-  lii 
inseparable  fnuu  the  digni 
is  scarcely  necessary  to  le 
or  abroad.  In  the  intercn 
the  wealth,  power,  exten 
known,  the  character  of  the  sev 
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;-e  of  these  duties    necessarily  creates  exp< 
,   wliicl,    icniilT     riv,,urli(    rciicwals.       Will, 
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ntcrmission,  except 


that  dc( 


I),  it  is  matter  (ifscrinus  .lifliciilty  to  sul.sis 
■  your  im DiMiialists  are  placed  in  imperatively  requu-es. 
aic  l;i(mi1\'  increased  when  your  memorialists  are  at  sea,  wh 
siilciahly  reduced.  Many  expenses  are  incurred  in  this  sit 
■•  il'essiou  and  consequent  upon  the  honor  of  their  conuuissidii 
uuch  depends  upon  the  appearance  of  the  officer,  wlictlier  ai 
s  extensively  held  with  the  many  nations  of  the  earth,  ami  to 
rccs  of  these  United  States  are  becoming  every  day  more 
.nches  of  their  service  should  be  proudly  upheld  and  1 
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ably 
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maintained.  To  do  this,  so  far  as  your  memorialists  are  concerned,  many  sacrifices  and  deprivations 
domestic  life  have  been  encountered,  and  will  be  most  cheerfully  submitted  to  again.  All  the  risk 
consequent  upon  absence,  such  as  sickness,  accident  or  death  in  foreign  climes,  though  now  readily 
endured  when  duty  calls,  would  be  the  more  willingly  encountered  under  a  consciousness  that,  should  the 
worst  befall,  by  the  liberality  of  the  government  there  would  still  be  something  left  for  the  widow  and 
the  fatherless.  This  desirable  and  happy  state  of  feeling  your  memorialists  cannot  now  realize;  and  in 
looking  to  your  honorable  bodies,  they  trust  that  the  sympathies  common  and  at  the  same  time  creditable 
to  our  nature,  will  be  among  the  strongest  inducements  to  grant  the  relief  which  is  desired,  by  an 
of  your  memorialists'  pay,  giving  to  all  the  same  allowance  at  sea,  which, 
•eive  on  shore. 

Mild  further  remark  that  the  army  and  navy  branches  of  the  said  service  have 
led  for;  and  that,  while  your  memorialists  are  obliged  to  encounter  the  same 
jual  expenses  with  the  officers  of  the  navy,  their  pay  is  distressingly  reduced. 
Ill  the  article  of  uniform  alone  the  cost  is  far  greater  than  in  any  other  branch  of  the  public  service;  this 
fact  your  memorialists  trust  wnll  be  deemed  worthy  of  notice,  and  hope  that  the  wisdom  of  your  honorable 
bodies  will  apply  a  remedy. 

Your  memorialists  would  further  respectfully 
them  by  an  expensi\-e  uniform,  and  a  reduction  cf  1 
as  the  liberality  el'  Congress  has  been  exiended  i. 
belief  that  an  "additional  compensation  will  not 
reasonableness,  as  well  as  the  justice  in  which  youi 
increased  and  equalized,  will  be  fully  admitted  by  your  honorable  bodies. 

It  is  peculiarly  distressing  to  your  memorialists  that  at  a  time  when  every  cent  of  their  small  pay 
becomes  doubly  valuable,  it  should  be  reduced  nearly  twenty  dollars  per  month.  They  beg,  therefore, 
that  a  law  may  be  passed  extending  to  them  the  relief  they  so  earnestly  solicit. 

They  would  also  further  respectfully  remark  that  in  no  instance  is  it  a  desirable  circumstance  to  be 
ordered  to  sea,  unless  it  be  as  the  seni(u-  marine  officer  to  a  squadron,  as  that  is  the  only  situation  which 
gives  a  compensation  corresponding  with  tlic  allowance  received  on  shore. 

Your  memorialists,  as  they  bclic\c,    alter  having  respectfully  and  properly  stated  the  difficulties 
under  which  they  labor,  throw    themselves    and  the  justice  of  their  petition  upon  the  liberality  of  your 
honorable  bodies,  and  beg  that  the}'  may  have  the  relief  solicited,  and  they  as  in  duty  bound  will,  &c. 
Ey  Horatio  N.  Crabb:  THOMAS  A.  LINTON, 
CHARLES  GRYMES, 
THOMAS  B.  BARTON, 
C.  F.  SPERING, 
L.  N.  CARTER, 
THEO.  BAINBRIDGE, 
A.  A.  XK'IIULSON, 


ark  that  they  have  borne  the  evils  entailed  upon 
■  pay  when  at  sea,  patiently  for  many  years;  and 
'  tirmy  and  navy,  they  continue  to  indulge  in  the 
withheld  from  the  marine  corps,  and  that  the 
irialists  respectfully  ask  that  their  pay  may  be 


A.  N.  ri;hv( 


)|;t. 


ALVIN   VA)>() 

H.  W.  FOWLEi;, 

THOMAS.  S.  ENGLISH, 

THOMAS  LEE, 

J.  TWIGGS, 

•J.  G.  WILLIAMS, 

HORATIO  N.  CRABB, 

Lieutenants  U.  S.  M.  C. 


30S  NAVALAFFAIRS.  [No.  38t. 

20th  Goxgrkss.]  No.  387.  [2d  Session-. 

EXPLORING  EXPEDITION  TO  THE  FAGIFIC  OCEAN  AND  SOUTH  SEAS. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  SENATE  FEBRUARY  10,  1829. 

Washington,  February  16,  1829. 
To  (he  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the  5th  instant,  requesting  detailed  statements  of 
the  expenses  incurred,  and  of  those  which  may  be  necessary  for  the  expedition  proposed  for  exploring-  the 
Pacific  ocean  and  South  seas;  and  also,  of  the  several  amounts  transferred  from  the  dilferent  heads  of 
appropriation  for  the  support  of  the  navy  to  this  object,  and  the  authority  by  which  such  transfers  have 
been  made,  I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  witli  documents,  from  which  the 
Senate  will  perceive  that  no  such  transfer  has  been  made,  and  which  contain  the  other  information  desired 
by  the  resolution. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 


Navy  Depaktmemt,-  February  15,  1829. 
To  the  President  of  the  United  States: 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  from  you  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the  5th  February,  1829, 
calling  for  a  detailed  statement  of  the  expenses  incurred  in  fitting  out  and  preparing  an  expedition  for 
exploring  the  Pacific  ocean  and  South  seas,  together  with  the  additional  amounts  which  will  be  necessary 
to  cover  all  the  expenses  of  such  an  expedition;  and  also,  a  detailed  statement  showing  the  several 
amounts  transferred  from  the  different  heads  of  appropriation  for  the  support  of  the  navy  to  this  object; 
and  the  authority  by  which  such  transfers  have  been  made,  and  respectfully  present  to  you  the  ftjllowing 
report,  Avhich  contains  the  information  called  for,  so  far  as  it  can  be  furnished  by  this  Department. 

The  resolution  embraces  *ree  objects: 

1.  The  expenses  which  have  been  incurred  in  fitting  out  and  preparing  the  expedition. 

2.  The  additional  amounts  which  will  cover  the  future  expenses  of  the  expedition. 

3.  The  transfers  from  the  different  heads  of  appropriation  for  the  support  of  the  navy  for  this 
object,  and  the  authority  by  which  they  have  been  made. 

Previous  to  the  date  of  the  resolution,  viz:  on  the  24th  of  January,  1829,  a  letter  relating  to  this 
subject  was  received  from  the  chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee  of  the  Senate,  and  on  the  29th  of  January 
an  answer  was  transmitted  to  him.  Copies  of  these  letters,  marked  A  and  B,  are  annexed  as  a  part  of  this 
report.  They  contain  a  portion  of  the  information  called  for,  and  are  necessary  to  explain  certain  parts 
of  it. 

First.  Of  the  expenses  incurred. 

Paper  C,  hereto  annexed,  is  a  report  from  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  of  the  money  expended  in 
the  repairs  of  the  Peacock.  This  report  was  called  for  before  the  letter  to  the  chairman  was  written,  but 
was  not  received  until  the  1th  instant.  It  was  impracticable  before  that  day  for  the  Commissioners  to 
procure  the  accounts  from  New  York  to  enable  them  to  answer  the  call. 

By  this  paper  C,  the  expenses  of  repairing  the  Peacock  are  stated  at  $64,729.55.  Deducting  the  sum 
of  $4,008  mentioned  by  the  Commissioners,  on  account  of  the  guns  and  gun  carriages,  the  actual  cost  will 
be  $60,121.55.  It  will  also  be  perceived  that  the  only  expenditure,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  repairs  of 
the  vessel,  has  been  in  making  a  temporary  spar  deck.  This  was  designed  to  add  much  comfort  to  the 
accommodations,  and  has  cost  $1,943.21,  which  is  the  only  sum  that  can  be  justly  charged  to  the 
expedition. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  was  passed  on  the  21st  of  May  last,  and  directed  one 
of  our  small  public  vessels  "  to  be  sent  to  the  Pacific  ocean  and  South  seas,  &c."  The  Peacock  was 
s-^Iected  for  this  object,  because  it  came  within  the  description  of  this  resolution,  and  was  better  fitted  for 
that  service  than  any  other  vessel  in  the  navy.  The  schooners,  from  their  size  and  construction,  were  not 
adapted  to  it.  The  surveys  could  not  have  been  performed  in  them.  The  comfort  of  those  sent  would 
have  been  sacrificed  and  their  lives  hazarded  if  one  of  them  had  been  selected.  The  new  sloops-of-war 
are  too  large,  and  in  other  respects  unfit;  and  they  would  have  been  more  expensive. 

At  the  time  of  the  passage  of  this  resolution  of  the  House,  and  also  of  the  passage  of  the  appropriation 
law  for  the  support  of  the  navy  for  the  year  1828,  the  Peacock  lay  in  ordinary  at  New  York,  and  was 
embraced  in  the  estimates  for  the  year,  both  for  rc]iairs  and  as  a  vessel  in  commission  for  cruising.  In 
the  annual  report  for  this  Department,  dated  1st  Deeeinl.er.  ls-27,  she  was  desevihed  in  the  following 
words:  "Will  require  new  sails,  and  considerable  r.pairs  in  her  hull  ami  slainliii,--  and  running  rigging." 
(Report  of  Commissioners,  A,  page  254.)  In  the  estimate  and  in  the  apiin.priation  bill  there  was  an 
item  including  the  repairs,  in  the  following  words:  "For  repairs  of  vessels  in  ordinary,  and  for  wear  and 
tear  of  vessels  in  commission,  four  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  dollars." 

The  repairs  of  this  vessel  were  thus  authorized  by  Congress,  and  would  have  been  made  without 
reference  to  the  expedition.  When  she  was  selected  for  it,  they  were  ordered  to  be  completed  witli  all 
practicable  dispatch,  that  she  might  be  ready  at  the  proper  time  to  enter  on  the  enterprise.  The  expense 
of  them  has  been  or  will  be  charged  to  and  paid  out  of  the  sum  of  $475,000,  before  mentioned,  as  provided 
by  Congress  for  these  and  other  repairs. 

Annexed  to  the  same  report  of  1st  December,  1827,  there  was  an  estimate  for  the  vessels  in  com- 
mission, during  the  year  1828.  In  this  estimate,  eight  sloops-of-war  of  the  first  class,  and  three  sloops-of- 
war  of  the  second  class,  are  provided  for.  (Report  of  Commissioners,  B.  page  236.)  The  Peacock  was 
one  of  the  three.  It  was  intended,  as  soon  as  her  repairs  would  permit,  to  send  her  on  a  cruising  station. 
No  station  was  designated  at  that  time,  nor  any  special  service  pointed  out  for  her.  Without  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House,  the  Department  was  authorized,  under  this  law,  to  prepare  and  put  her  in  commission; 
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and  would  have  s,.  il ,  \.y  oidciinu-  t.i  her  afuU  complement  of  officers,  enlisting  for  her  a  full  crow,  and 

preparing  provisi'L-,  h  i.  ~,  aiiiniii,,  ut.  &c.  The  only  effect  of  the  resolution,  so  far  as  the  Peacock  is 
concerned,  was,  in  rlian-,  1^  r  .lr,.,iiii;aiun  from  one  ciuise  to  another;  and  that,  without  any  additional 
expense  on  these  pninis.     i",,r  thi.b  cliauge,  the  resolution  was  regarded  as  very  ample  authority 

It  may  be  added,  tliat  the  delay  in  preparing  the  expedition,  since  her  repairs  were  completed,  has 
thus  far,  occasioned  some  saving  of  expense,  wliich  would  have  been  incurred  if  the  seamen  had' been 
promptly  enlisted,  and  the  vessel  sent  on  other  service.  It  was  the  purpose  of  the  Department  to  be 
cautious  in  enlisting  those  who  should  be  fitted,  by  character  and  experience,  for  such  an  enterprise-  and 
not  to  create  an  unnecessary  waste  of  money,  by  procuring  and  paying  them,  until  their  services  should 
be  required. 

A  part  of  them  only,  are  yet  enlisted ;  but  officers  are  now  employed  at  the  proper  places,  and  the 
whole  will  probably  be  enlisted  in  a  few  days. 

In  ordering  the  officers,  care  was  taken  to  select  such  as  were  believed  to  be  not  only  good  seamen 
and  navigators,  but  also  distinguished  for  entei-prise  and  science.  The  design  was  to  make  the  expe- 
dition, (whatever  nii-ht  be  the  number  of  vessels  sent)  as  far  as  practicable,  redound  to  the  honor  of  our 
navy.  Tci  aeeiMni.li^h  this  design,  it  was  necessary  that  the  officers  should  not  only  be  able  to  navigate 
the  vessel,  but  to  siqierintend  and  execute  the  surveys  and  examinations  of  the  islands,  harbors  &c.  as 
directed  by  tlie  resolution  of  the  House,  and  partake  in  all  the  scientific  researches.  It  is  believed  that 
those  selected  will  be  competent  to  do  this,  and  the  expedition  will  be  arranged  with  that  view  so  that 
by  the  faithful  and  skillful  discharge  of  their  duties,  their  reputation,  individually  and  collectively,  will  be 
promoted. 

These  olhcers  have  been  ordered  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  for  this  service,  but  no  additional 
ex|ieiise  has  tliereby  been  created.  They  receive  now,  precisely  what  they  received  before  the  orders 
were  given,  and  what  they  would  have  continued  to  receive,  if  these  orders  had  not  been  given. 

The  price, ling  remarks,  respecting  the  Peacock  and  her  officers  and  seamen,  with  the  explanations 
contained  in  ilie  letter  {„  the  chairman,  (B,)  exhibit  the  action  of  the  Department,  under  the  resolution  of 
the  House,  and  ex|il;;iii  statements  D  and  E,  annexed  to  this  report.  They  are  deemed  necessary,  to 
show  that  thiTo  is  no  omission  in  those  statements,  of  the  expense  incurred  on  these  points.  If  the  Pea- 
cock, from  any  cause,  should  not  go  on  the  expedition,  she  will  be  ready,  under  the  requirements  of  law 
and  the  ordinary  arrangements  of  the  service,  to  sail  on  any  .other  cruise,  without  extra  expenditures. 

The  second  item  in  paper  D,  is  the  cost  of  employing  an  agent  to  obtain  information  of  the  present 
state  of  knowledge  respecting  the  objects  to  be  examined.  This  information  could  only  be  procured  from 
those  concerned  in  the  navigation  of  the  Pacific  and  South  seas;  (for  none  others  possessed  it)  and 
principally  fi'om  conversations,  log  books,  and  journals.  The  agent  was  engaged  for  several  weeks-  and 
allowing  to  him  for  his  time,  expenses  and  labor,  what  is  usually  paid  to  persons  examining  land  offices' 
and  periurming  other  duties  of  a  like  kind,  which  are  temporary  in  their  nature,  he  was  entitled  to  re- 
ceive §1,11(5.  The  service  performed  by  him,  required  not  less  intelligence,  zeal  and  industry,  than  those 
usually  entrusted  to  agents  who  receive  per  diem  compensations.  His  duties  were  zealously  and  skill- 
fully discharged;  his  ex|)enses  in  procuring  assistance,  obtaining  copies  of  journals,  condensing  and 
arranging  the  results  ol  his  iinpiiries,  were  large;  and  his  report  embodies  a  mass  of  information,  valuable 
to  the  Departmciit,  and  indisueiisable  to  the  prompt  and  safe  conduct  of  the  expedition.  The  commanding 
officer,  though  highly  inielligeut  and  well  informed,  could  not  have  acquired  this  knowledge  in  any  mode 
except  that  which  was  pursued;  and  he  could  not  have  conducted  the  expedition  as  profitably  without,  as 
with  it.  A  copy  of  a  part  of  the  report  will  be  given  to  him  before  he  sails;  and  by  apprising-  hirn  of 
the  probable,  but  not  well  ascertained  situation  of  about  two  hundred  islands  and  reefs,  which  he  could 
learn    neither  from  books  nor  charts,   will  assist  in  guiding  his   ir  e,.!,      i-.   and  apprise  him  of  many 

daiig(M-s,  for  which  he  will  be  prepared.     It  will  enable  him  to  be  m     L:    lus  in  "his  operations,  and 

to  acceiniplish  much  more  within  a  given  period.  It  is  believed  !:i  .'  i:,  .  ,  .'.  yijient  of  this  ag-ent  was 
both  econoinieal  and  prudent,  and  will  shorten  the  labors  of  the  uxp^Juiun,  and  be  one  means  of  guarding 
it  against  the  hazar.ls  wliieh  it  lias  to  encounter. 

If  it  shall  he  the  Will  of  Congress  that  the  expedition  shall  not  sail,  the  information  in  this  report 
ought  to  lie  puhlished,  lor  the  benefit  of  our  seafaring  people,  who  may  thereby  be  aided  in  avoiding 
perils  in  which  so  great  an  amount  of  property  and  human  life  has  perished. 

The  compensation  to  the  agent  has  been  taken  from  the  item  of  appropriation  of  $5,000,  in  the  law 
of  19th  March,  1828,  "for  contingent  expenses  for  objects  not  therein  enumerated."  The  preceding  i'em 
in  that  bill  enumerates  the  ordinary,  contingent  and  uncertain  expenses,  which  occur  in  the  naval  service. 
This  item  has  always  been  understood  as  intended  to  provide  for  those  contingencies  which  do  not 
ordinarily  occur;  and  for  those  services  winch  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Department  to  direct,  and  which  are 
not  enil)raced  in  the  enumeration.  Under  the  resolution  of  the  House,  this  agency  was  believed  to  be 
peculiarly  of  this  character,  and  no  hesitation  was  felt  in  directing  payment  for  it  out  of  that  fund. 

A  copy  of  the  letter  of  appointment  to  the  agent,  Mr.  Reynolds,  is  added,  paper  F.  His  account  has 
been  settled  since  the  letter  to  the  chairman  (B)  was  written,  and  amounts  to  something  more  than  was 
then  estimated. 

The  next  item  in  paper  D  is  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  mathematical  and  astronomical  instru- 
ments. It  is  a  mere  estimate,  which  in  many  cases  is  a  mere  guess,  and  may  be  below  the  actual 
amount.  A  statement  has  been  called  for,  from  the  officer  entrusted  with  the  purchase  and  preparation 
of  them ;  and  when  it  is  received,  a  list  in  detail,  of  the  instruments  and  their  prices,  shall  be  laid  before 
you.     It  is  not  supposed  necessary  to  detain  this  report  for  that  purpose. 

The  appropriation  law,  before  referred  to,  provided  for  the  purchase  of  "books,  maps,  charts,  nauti- 
cal and  mathematical  instuments,  chronometers,  models,  and  drawings,"  and  appropriated  for  these  and 
other  enumerated  objects,  two  hundred  and  forty  thousand  dollars,  for  the  year  1828.  Purchases  for  all 
the  vessels  in  commission,  and  for  the  shore  stations,  are  almost  daily  made  of  such  articles,  under  the 
authority  of  this  law.  In  giving  the  orders  for  the  purchase  of  these  instruments,  the  Department  re- 
garded the  Peacock  as  a  vessel  in  commission,  by  express  sanction  of  law;  the  resolution  of  the  House, 
as  an  instruction  where  it  should  be  employed;  and  the  appropriation  for  instruments,  as  authority  to 
provide  such  as  might  be  required  by  the  service  which  it  had  to  perform. 

Lists  of  books,  chtirts,  and  maps  have  also  been  prepared,  and  directions  given  to  find  and  be  ready 
to  purchase  them  when  they  should  be  called  for.  They  are  not  numerous  nor  very  costly.  Most  of 
those  which  will  be  necessary  ou  the  expedition  have  before  been  purchased  and  placed  at  the  navy  yards 
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for  the  use  of  our  vessels  in  commission.  It  is  believed  that  no  expense  has  yet  been  incurred  on  this 
point. 

It  may  be  proper  to  add,  that  the  instruments,  charts,  books,  and  maps,  v^-hich  have  been,  or  Avill  be 
purchased,  are  not  useful  for  this  expedition  alone,  but  are  valuable  and  necessary  for  the  service  gene- 
rally. They  would  probably,  within  a  short  time,  have  been  purchased  for  and  used  in  the  various  ope- 
rations of  the  navy,  if  the  expedition  had  not  been  contemplated.  The  public  treasury  will  suffer  no  loss 
by  them. 

The  letter  to  the  chairman  (B,)  states  that  orders  have  been  given  to  prepare  certain  provisions 
suited  to  the  nature  of  the  service.  It  is  not  known  that  any  expense  has  yet  been  incurred  for  them, 
nor  can  I  furnish  a  detailed  statement  of  what  they  will  cost.  In  paper  E,  there  is  an  estimate  for  them 
among  the  items  of  expenditures  yet  to  be  incurred.  They  are  regarded  as  a  part  of  the  provisions  of  the 
vessel  on  her  cruise;  and  the  authority  for  providing  them  is  found  in  the  fact  before  stated,  that  the 
Peacock  is  a  vessel  in  commission,  wiiich  the  House  of  Representatives  desired  should  be  sent  on  a 
special  service,  and  that  they  form  a  necessary  part  of  the  provisions  of  the  officers  and  men  on  that 
service. 

No  other  expenditure  is  recollected.  Paper  D  is,  therefore,  presented  to  you  as  a  statement  in  de- 
tial  of  all  the  expense  which  has  been  incurred;  and  although  much  labor  has  been  performed  at  the  De- 
partment, and  many  arrangements  made,  preparatory  to  the  sailing  of  the  (xpediticjn,  yet  no  act  has  been 
done,  nor  has  any  contract  been  entered  into,  which  can  cre.ite  an  addition  to  it,  if  Congress  should  re- 
verse the  decision  of  llic  Ibiiisc  lit  Representatives,  and  prohibit  the  Department  from  dispatching  the 
Peacock  on  this  particular  scixicc. 

'"      '  '■     •  St  iiciiicni  and  explanations,  I  have  to  report  to  you,  that  no  expense  has  been  in- 
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its  which  will  be  necessary  to  co 

n  estimate  of  the  expense  of  fittii 


er  all  the  expenses  of  the  expe- 
j  out  the  Peacock  alone.     Paper 


this  loiiii,  liecau.-e  the  ex|i<'nse  nt  | irc|>aring-  and  sending  out  the  expedi- 
ijecl  1)1'  imiuiiy,    and    that   iin  which  the  opinion  of  the  Department  was 

^_ __  __ __    _  e  Houise  of  Representatives,  wliu  originally  reported  the  bill,  for  which 

object  the  Department  has  supposed  the  appropriation  was  designed,  and  for  it  the  sum  in  the  bill  is  still 
believed  to  be  sufficient,  even  in  the  enlarged  form  which  is  recommended  in  the  letter  to  the  chair- 
man (B.) 

It  is  not  easy  to  make  an  estimate  which  may  be  depended  on  of  the  final  cost  of  the  expedition. 
One  is  attempted,  however,  in  papers  H,  I,  K.  They  show  the  annual  expense  of  supporting  each  of  the 
vessels,  with  the  annual  cost  of  the  p(>rsons,  other  than  naval  officers,  who  may  be  employed.  On  the 
latter  point  the  estin)ate  is  lielieveil  to  be  large,  as  it  is  also  for  contingencies. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  annual  expense  of  supporting  the  Peacock  is  not  included  in  papers  E 
and  G.     It  is  omitted  hecanse  that  vessel  has  been,  for  several  years,  embraced  in  the  estimates  and  ap- 


propriations as  one  of  the  vessels  in 
year,  and,  unless  a  change  of  legislativ 
in  order  that  this  expense  may  be  aiMed 
The  statements  in  paper  K  exhibit 
resolution  of  the  TTonse;  an.l  also,  what 
man  (B.)  It  is  not  penvived  how,  nnd 
for  two  years,  ^vith  evciv  nccessarv  ami 

ance  for  wear  ami  tear,  I ks,  instiuiiie 

vessels,    under    like    nialia-'ement,    and  \ 
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ployed  at  sea.     It  is  also  in  those  of  the  present 
e,  will  be  in  those  of  subsequent  years.     But, 
iper  to  do  so,  it  is  furnished  in  paper  I. 
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an  exceed  $204,344.71.  Whether  the 
r  commercial  and  other  interests  than  if 
1  which  you  have  transmitted.  It  may 
rtnient  be  correct,  the  ])resent  aspect  of 
lissieii  are  cruisiiiL;-,  seems  to  justify  the 
u-ould  b..  ,m  ll, is  expedition.  There  has 
rdi:iai y  iliities,  and  devoted  to  an  enter- 
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Con- 
both 

J''or  some  of  the  reasons  which  iniln-iiced  the  l)e|iaitment  to  recommend  an  enlargement  of  the  ex- 
pedition the  exjieiise  of  whicli  is  exhibited  ill  siatemeiit  tlireeof  paper  K,  I  respectfully  refer  to  the 
annual  report  of-Jtth  November,  ls:.'.s,  an.l  to  the  letter  ol' the  chairman  (I?.) 

Two  ves.sels  seem  indispensable  to  avoid  .1,  lay  and  ensure  sab'ty  and  siiecess.  The  srirntific  per- 
sons mentioned  are  alike  in.lispeiisable,  it  the  prolitalile  results  are  desired  in  the  braiiches  of  science 
to  which  their  attention  will  be  .liivded.  It  is  no  ivproa.di  to  our  naval  ollicius  to  allirm,  that  they 
cannot,  in  those  branches,  make  the  investigations  and  liirnish  the  li-hts  which  wmild  do  most  credit 
to  the  enterprise.  They  are  not  profound  astronomers,  nor  are  they  skilled  naturalists.  Their  em- 
ployments forbid  that  they  should  be  either.  In  their  own  iirolessioii,  and  in  what  relates  essen- 
tially to  the  discljai-L;-e  of  its  duties,  thevncitlu'r  jmw  have,  nor  have  thev  ever  had,  their  superiors. 
And  the   expcditiiui   mav   be   so    arran-'ed    as    to   e-jye    to    tliosi^   of   them   who    partake    in   it,    all  the 

duties    which    they    can  'desiiv,    and    all    that    have    ever    1 n    sal  isbn-tiuilv    performed    by  men    of  their 

profession;  and,  at  the  saim'  time,  to  dispose  of  the  scieiitilic  corps  in  such  manner  that  their  duties  may 
beiliseharge.l,  and  mdlher  deprive  the  other  of  their  appropriate  credit.  The  Uepartmiuit  is  aware  of  the 
jealousies  on  this  subject  w  hich  have  existed  in  expeditions  fitted  out  by  other  governments,  and  of  the 
unpleasant  conseipnnces cen^e.iuences  against  which  this  ought  to  be  guarded.  The  obvious  and 
inevitable  eiVect  of  assi-niiiLi-  to  naval  officers  duties  which  they  are  not  qualified  to  perform,  has  been, 
and  must  f  never  continue  t,]  be.  a  faihiri'   in   tisefnl  results.     The  uniform   history  of  expeditions  in  all 

nations  establislu^s  this  fact;   while  to u.di  lias  been  siuiglitfor  them,  all  has  been  lost  to  them.     There 

is,  lioweviu-,  no  ri'al  dilllculiy  .III  this  snbj.'ct,  nor  will  any  be  found  in  this  expedition.  The  commanding 
officer  will  direct  and  contrcil  the  ni.>vemi''nts  of  all  un.ler'his  command  and  in  his  Vessel;  to  him  will  the 
reports  of  their  hibors  be  made;  and  throu,gh  him  will  the  results  be  known  to  the  government  and 
nation.     He   will   have  a  responsibility  sufficiently  weighty,  and   claims  on   ins  intelligence   which  will 
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prevent  his  attention  to  the  mmc  miimtr  ini|uirir 
ensure  him  all  of  honor  ami  li'iuitatiun  uliicli  can  In 
prise.  The  inferior  ofBcei-s  will  l.r  .liivcir.l  by  iiiin  b-s 
which  are  called  for  by  the  rt'sululiuu  uf  tlic  House, 
will  be  subject  to  his  and  their  direction.  The  comu 
their  appropriate  duties,  without  interference  with 
injurious! V  with  them.     Th., 


tllns<. 


iala-..i 


ich,  if  ably  answered,  will 
il  station  in  such  an  enter- 
iiuike  the  charts  and  drafts, 
t.Midrd  to  aid  in  this  labor 
,-ill  pciiurni 


■idiii-   oilic 


ill  L 


duties  ill  any  one  man  would  create  confusion,  and  render  failure  inevi- 
ernnii  nt  tli<'  labors  of  each,  and  the  merits  of  each,  will  be  manifested. 
ill  (leiii'ud  u|ion  the  temper  of  the  persons  employed,  and  on  each  remain- 
aud  it  is  ho[ied  the  selections  will  be  such  as  to  ensure  concord,  and 
)f  duties  will  be  made,  and  no  orders  given,  which  will  tend  to  lessen  the 
r  of  the  navy,  in  which  every  patriot  feels  a  deep  and  enduring  interest, 
aasferred  from  different  heads  of  appropriation,  and  the  authority  there- 


too  discreet  to  i 

is  done,  while  a  com] 

table.     In  the  report 

Much,  almost  ev^ 
ing  within  his  i)n.|H 
especially  that  no  an 
just  pride  and  tlie  de: 

Third.  Of  the  •• 
for." 

There  is  but  one  authority  under  our  laws  which  can  direct  a  transfer  from  one  appropriation  to  another, 
and  that  is  the  President  of  the  United  States.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  requested  from  him  no 
transfer  on  this  suliject;  nnri(^  has  been  granted  by  him,  and  none  has  been  made.  All  the  expenditures  have 
taken  plaee  in  tln'  maiiner  exiilained  in  this  report,  under  the  express  sanction  of  the  law,  and  if  error 
has  been  eummitti  ,1  it  has  n  suited  from  a  misconstruction  of  its  meaning — a  misconstruction  which  has 
prevailed  in  tlie  1  >i[iarlmeiit  lor  many  years. 

This  report,  (with  the  annexed  pepers,)  which  has  been  delayed  since  Monday  last,  by  severe  indis- 
position, is  now  respectfully  submitted  to  vour  consideration. 

Very  respectfully,  &c.,  '  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 


Sex.\te  Chamber,  January  22,  1829. 

Sir:  By  direction  of  the  Naval  Committee  of  the  Senate,  to  whom  was  referred  your  report  of  the 
21th. November  last,  and  also  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  "to  provide  for  an  exploring 
expedition  to  the  Pacific  ocean  and  South  seas,"  I  have  to  ask  for  information  on  the  following  points, 
viz: 

What  expense  has  been  incurred,  under  the  direction  of  the  Navy  Department,  in  preparing  the 
expedition,  and  what  additional  amount  will  be  necessary  to  carry  the  contemplated  object  into  effect? 
Under  this  head  the  committee  desire  to  have  a  statement  of  the  several  amounts  expended  on  the  differ- 


ent objects  connected  with  the  con 
to  be  employed;  the  number,  rani, 
intended  to  be,  employed  in  the  e\ 
the  duty  which  they  aiv  severally 


e.l  t 


xiK'ditiom,  such  as  the  building  and  preparation  of  the  ship 
sation  of  the  officers  and  agents  who  have  been,  or  are 
I  the  names  of  such  as  may  not  belong  to  the  navy,  and 


ed  expedition,  it  seems  to  the  committee  necessary 
that  they  should  lie  inlormed  of  its  precise  objects.  The  committee  therefore  request  the  views  of  the 
Department  relative  to  this  subject.  It  is  desirable  to  know  whether  it  is  in  the  contemplation  of  the 
Navy  Department  merely  to  send  out  surveyers,  or  other  scientific  persons,  to  examine  any  knoicn 
"coasts,  islands,  hai'bors,  shoals,  and  reefs,  in  order  to  ascertain  their  true  situation  and  description,"  or 
whether  "the  Pacific  ocean  and  South  seas"  are  to  be  "explored,"  with  a  view  to  the  discovery  of 
unknown  regions.  And,  in  either  case,  the  connnitlee  wouhl  be  ,i;l ad  to  learn  the  views  of  the  Depart- 
ment as  to  the  particular  Mbject  t^  which  tiie  ev|Hdit Imh  is.  in  the  liist  instance,  to  be  directed,  and 
whether  the  contemiilaicd  objects  will  piohably  Ix.'  aitained  in  the  course  of  a  single  expedition.  Any 
information  it  may  be  in  the  power  of  the  Deparlmeiit  to  allord  ciu  these  points,  or  on  any  other  connected 


•ower  of  the  Deiiarliiieiit  to  allord 
th  the  subject,  will  be  acceptable. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Hon.  S.  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


ROBERT  Y.  HAYNE,   Chairman. 


Navy  Dep.a. 

wer  the   inquiries  i 


January  29,  1829. 
.   your  letter  of  the  22d 


Sir:  It  is  probably  the  simplest  mode  in  which  I 
instant,  to  state — 

1.  The  views  of  the  Department  in  relation  to  the  exploring  expedition. 

2.  What  has  been  done  to  prepare  for  the  execution  of  it. 

3.  The  expense  which  has  been  incurred. 

4.  The  expense  which  will  probably  be  incurred. 

5.  The  time  which  will  be  required  to  accomplish  the  objects  proposed. 
These  five  points,  it  is  believed,  will  embrace  answers  to  all  your  inquiries. 

First.  The  "precise  object"  of  the  expedition  is  pointed  out  by  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  of  21st  May,  1828,  and  is  described  in  the  following  words:  "To  examine  the  coasts, 
islands,  harbors,  shoals  and  reefs  in  those  seas,  and  to  ascertain  their  true  situation  and  description." 
This  has  always  been  regarded  by  the  Department  as  the  object  to  which  all  its  orders  and  preparations 
were  to  be  directed,  and  to  which  they  have  been  uniformly  and  steadily  directed.  The  resolution  of  the 
House  was  regarded  both  as  the  command  which  was  to  be  obeyed  and  the  authority  which  would  justify 
the  expenditure  of  the  money  which  might  be  found  necessary  to  comply  with  its  terms. 
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In  making  the  examinations  required  by  tiie  resolution,  it  will  necessarily  happen  that  "coasts, 
islands,"  &c.,  both  "known"  and  "unknown,"  will  fall  under  observation,  and  the  orders  would  be  to 
examine  both  as  thoroughly  as  circumstances  would  permit. 

Our  best  charts  and  geographical  works  are  extremely  defective  as  to  that  region  of  the  globe. 
Very  little  is  accurately  known  about  it.  Very  few  islands,  compared  with  the  whole  number  which 
exist  there,  appear  upon  the  charts,  and  the  locations  of  the  few  which  do  appear  are  in  most  instances 
incorrect. 

It  is  well  understood,  from  the  experience  of  those  of  our  citizens  who  are  engaged  in  whaling  and 
other  pursuits  in  the  Pacific,  that  there  are,  probably,  in  the  southern  ]i(irti(iii  df  it,  not  less  than  two  hun- 
dred islands,  reefs  and  shoals,  which  do  not  appear  upon  any  chart.  'I'lic  .situalinu  of  these  is  not  known 
to  many,  and  perhaps  with  strict  accuracy  as  to  latitude  and  longitude,  to  miue.  Hence,  all  our  vessels 
which  sail  there  sail  in  constant  and  imminent  jieiil,  and  an  immense  destruction  of  lives  and  property  is 
the  consequence.  To  discover  the  true  "sitnaiiiu,  ■nu\  description  of  all  these,  as  well  as  those  better 
known,"  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  object  nl'  the  nsDhition. 

It  is  not  necessary,  in  answer  to  an  imjuiry  IVum  the  Naval  Committee  of  the  Senate,  to  detail  the 
extent  of  our  commercial  interests  in  the  Pacitic,  the  manner  in  which  they  are  prosecuted,  nor  their 
dangers  and  losses.  To  protect  and  promote  them,  by  acquiring  correct  informaticn,  which  would  render 
their  prosecutions  more  safe  and  their  extension  more  easy,  would  be  the  effect  of  executing  skillfully  the 
purpose  of  the  resolution. 

In  executing  the  resolution,  if  no  further  direction  should  be  given  by  Congress,  and  no  appropria- 
tion made,  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Department  to  send  out  one  vessel  only,  the  Peacock,  which  is  one 
of  the  smallest  sloops-of-war,  with  proper  instructions  to  make  the  examinations  called  for.  In  this 
vessel  would  be  sent  skillful  naval  officers,  with  an  astronomer,  selected  either  from  among  the  officers  or 
among  the  citizens,  with  proper  books  and  instruments,  to  fix,  Ijy  accurate  observation,  the  true  situation 
of  the  islands,  &c.,  to  be  examined.  The  naval  officers  would  be  directed  to  perform,  in  the  best  manner 
in  their  power,  the  surveys,  drafts,  &c.,  which  might  be  required. 

In  the  instructions,  directions  would  be  given  to  procure  information  of  the  present  state  of  our 
commerce,  the  difficulties  and  dangers  to  which  it  is  subjected,  with  the  best  means  of  protecting  and 
enlarging  it,  and  any  other  information  which  might  fall  in  their  way,  and  which  would  be  profitable  to 
the  nation. 

These  would  necessarily  limit  the  duties  to  be  performed  in  a  single  vessel,  but  in  performing  these 
there  would  be  great  delay  and  hazard,  and  the  result  would  be  much  less  satisfactory  than  is  to  be 
desired.  To  avoid  these  necessary  and  inevitable  consequences  of  sending  a  single  vessel,  the  Depart- 
ment extended  its  "views"  further,  and  desiring  to  make  the  expedition  useful  as  well  as  safe  to  those 
engaged  in  it,  an  anxiety  was  felt  that  Congress  should,  by  sufficient  appropriation,  permit  the  following 
plan  to  be  adopted: 

That  a  smaller  but  well  appointed  vessel  should  be  added  to  the  Peacock,  for  the  purposes  of  the 
examination,  and  a  provision  ship  to  carry  provisions,  &c.,  to  them,  and  enable  them  to  prosecute  their 
labors  at  all  times,  and  without  the  interruption  which  would  arise  from  leaving  their  employments  to 
seek  them;  tliat  the  t'nllnwing  persons  should  be  added  to  the  naval  officers: 

1st.  A  person  li]  examine  and  report  upon  the  present  state  of  our  commerce,  and  the  means  of  its 
extension  and  ini|inivenient  in  that  region. 

2d.  An  astronomer,  whose  observations  should  not  only  fix  accurately  the  positions  of  all  places 
examined,  but  who  should  bring  home  invaluable  results  of  observations  and  experiments,  in  everything 
connected  with  his  branch  of  science,  and  present  them  in  such  form  as  would  demand  the  assent  of  scien- 
tific men  everywhere.     To  him  the  naval  officers  would  be  assistants,  and  furnish  all  necessary  aid. 

3d.  A  naturalist,  with  one  or  two  assistants,  and  one  or  two  good  draftsmen  and  survej^ors.  These 
five  or  six  persons  would  be  all  that  would  be  required,  in  addition  to  the  officers  of  the  vessels. 

Should  it  be  the  will  of  Congress  to  pass  an  appropriation  bill  for  this  object,  and  the  expedition 
should  be  fitted  init  in  a  proper  manner,  no  doubt  is  entertained  that  great  good  would  result  to  our 
commerce,  and  the  ex|.eilition  be  found  to  yield,  in  the  end,  a  most  profitable  return  to  the  nation  for  the 
expenditure  made.  W'liih'  seeking  this  result,  it  could  not  fail  to  be  both  gratifying  and  useful  to  make 
an  extensive  addition  to  our  knowledge  of  the  globe  we  inhabit,  and  to  other  useful  and  valuable 
branches  of  science,  an  addition  to  our  stock  of  information,  acquired  almost  without  cost,  and  certainly 
without  the  slightest  neglect  of  our  commercial  interests.  The  instructions  would  be  so  guarded  as  to 
secure  attention,  in  the  first  place,  to  the  objects  of  the  resolution,  and  other  matters  be  made  subservient 
to  them. 

I  do  not  know  whether  your  inquiry,  as  to  the  intention  to  attempt  a  "  discovery  of  unknown 
regions,"  may  be  designed  to  call  for  an  expression  of  the  views  of  the  Department  in  reference  to  send- 
ing the  expedition  as  far  as  practicable  towards  the  pole.  On  that  point  it  may  be  answered  that  the 
examinations  both  of  the  knuwn  and  nnkjiown  islands,  &c.,  will  be,  in  part,  in  high  southern  latitudes, 
and  the  instructions  would  naturally  and  necessarily  be  to  find  and  describe  all  which  exist  there,  and 
as  far  to  the  south  as  circumstances  would  permit  them  safely  and  prudently  to  go.  But  they  would  be 
limited  on  this  point,  as  well  as  others,  liy  the  object  of  the  resolution  itself,  and  would  be  directed  to 
avoid  with  care  the  difficulty  which  has  so  often  occurred  to  exploring  expeditions,  of  being  closed  up 
in  ice,  and  remaining  from  that  cause  stationary  for  several  weeks  or  months.  Enough  would  be  found 
for  them  to  do  in  the  milder  latitudes  during  the  winter  months. 

Second.  What  has  been  done? 

Orders  were  given  to  repair  the  Peacock  for  the  expedition,  and  these  repairs  have  been  made. 

Officers  have  been  ordered  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness,  sufficient,  in  number  and  skill,  for  the 
vessel  and  the  object. 

Orders  have  been  given  to  enlist  seamen,  of  middle  age  and  good  character,  and  an  officer  has  been 
to  Nantucket,  and  New  Bedford,  to  enlist  a  few,  who  are  accustomed  to  whaling  and  other  employments 
in  the  Pacific. 

Directions  have  been  given  to  prepare  such  mathematical  and  astronomical  instruments  and  books  as 
would  be  required. 

The  proper  officer  has  been  ordered  to  prepare  such  provisions,  &c.,  as  will  be  required,  in  addition 
to  the  ordinary  provisions. 

An  agent  has  been  sent  to  procure  the  best  and  safest  information,  respecting  the  object  mentioned 
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in  the  resolution,  from  our  fellow-citizen.s  in  the  east,  who  have  had  most  experience  in  the  navigation  of 
the  Pacific. 

An  arrangement  for  a  second  vessel  has  been  made,  in  the  manner  and  to  the  effect  described  in  the 
annual  report  to  the  President. 

(J(irrespMi;cl(-nei.,  \n  a  l.ir.u-e  extent,  has  been  held  with  scientific  men,  to  procure  the  best  practical 
guides  ill  seleetin-  peis..ns  to  I.e  atiaeluMi  to  the  expedition,  and  in  preparing  instructions,  should  Con- 
gress permit  two  \.'>sels  t.>  !ie  sent.     Airaiigements  have  been  made,  on  all  the  important  points,  which 

have,   howev,M-,   <-lv:,ted  ,1.,  expeiis,',   ail.l  are  altogether  depi'iident  on  th<>  deeisiun  of  CongreSS. 

No  appointinenis,  in  the  pmpose.l  seienlilie  e,,ips,  have  been  mad.';  Init  the  individuals,  who  will  be 
selected,  hold  then, selves  in  readiness,  shonM  their  appoinlineiit  he  permitted. 

Tlie  Department  is  ready  to  uigani/.o  the  whole  expedition,  the  iiioiueut  the  legislative  decision  is 
known. 

Tliird.  The  expense  incurred? 

The  repairs  of  the  Peacock.  What  these  will  amount  to  is  not  yet  ascertained,  because  the  accounts 
have  nut  been  rendered  and  settled. 

ive  been  given  to  prepare  them,  and,  if  they  can  be  procured  in  time,  will  be  transmitted 

A  very  small  portion  of  them  will,  however,  be  chargeable  to  the  expedition. 
was  very  much  decayed,  and  could  not  have  been  sent  to  sea  without  thorough  repairs. 
ese  is  properly  chargeable  to  the  ordinary  head  of  repairs  of  the  navy.     Very  little  has 
\(ssel  for  the  purposes  of  this  expedition,  and  nothing  which  will  be  injurious  in  her 

ol   sending  the  agent  to  the  east,  which  has  not  yet  been  settled,  but  which  will  amount, 
-eeh  s.-.OO  and  $1,000. 

of    tlie  mathematical  books,  instruments,  and  charts,  which  will  amount,  probably,  to 
the  .greater  ]iart  of  the  purchases  will  be  useful  and  necessary  to  the  navy,  in  its  ordi- 
ind  w  ill  lie  eliar-ed  to  cont in-ciit,  under  the  head  of  instruments. 
ense  is,   n\   lliis  niomeiil,    re.'oUected. 
the  olHeers  liavi'  crcateil  none;  and,  should  even  the  decision  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives be  reversed,  and  the  Peac(jck  itself  not  sent,  whatever  else  has  been  done  will  be  useful  in  the 
regular  operations  of  the  navy. 

The  number  and  grade  of  the  officers,  who  hold  themselves  in  readiness,  and  will  go  in  the  Peacock, 
are  the  same  as  on  other  services. 

Fourth.   The  expensi'  to  lie  ineinnMl? 

1st.  If  the  Pcaenek-  imly  lie  sent,  the  expense  of  that  vessel  will  not  be  much  greater  than  it  would 
be  if  employed  in  any  ordinary  cinise;  the  pay  of  the  officers  will  be  I'eceived  by  them,  whether  engaged 
in  this  expedition,  on  leave  of  absence,  or  some  other  duty.  Tlie  only  additional  cost  to  the  government 
will  be,  in  the  books  and  instruments,  in  some  extra  provisions,  and  in  paying  an  astronomer,  should  one 
be  added.  It  is  not  to  be  doubted,  that  the  cost  of  supporting  a  vessel  in  that  ocean,  and  engaged  in 
sucli  pursuits,  may  be  somewhat  greater  than  if  she  were  cruising  on  a  cheap  station  near  home;  but 
the  augmentation  will  not  be  large,  and  cannot  lie  accurately  estimated. 

li'  the  Peacock  be  not  sent,  "she  will,  doubtless,  be  ordered  on  some  other  service,  connected  with 
the  protection  of  our  commercial  and  other  interests;  and,  hence,  the  diflerence  to  the  government,  as  to 
expense,  will  be  very  small.  I  do  not  send  an  estimate  of  the  annual  support  of  such  a  vessel,  at  sea, 
because  it  has  heretofore  been  repeatedly  communicated  to  Congress. 

2d.  If  another  small  vessel  be  sent,  it  will  be  officered  and  manned  in  the  usual  mode,  and  the  expense, 
that  which  is  common  to  vessels  of  her  size. 

3d.  If  the  expedition  be  picpared,  in  all  respects,  in  conformity  to  the  views  and  wishes  of  the  Depart- 
ment, there  will  lie  added  the  ro>i  and  expense  of  the  provision  ship,  an  estimate  of  which  is  not  sent, 
because  the  price  lias  not  lieen  asrertaincd.  The  whole  expense  of  such  a  vessel,  at  a  safe  calculation, 
will  fall  short  of  $15,000.  Like  the  others,  she  will  be  under  the  command  of  naval  officers,  who  may,  at 
times,  be  able  to  aid  in  the  work  of  the  expedition. 

4th.  The  pay  of  five  or  six  persons,  who  will  be  chosen  from  civil  life,  and  whose  average  compensa- 
tion may  be  estimated  at  about  $l,r)00,  some  being  eoiisiderabl v  more,  and  others  less,  than  that  sum. 

5tii.   About  two  Ol-  three  fhoiisand  dollars,  for  1 l;s  and  iiisirnmeiils  for  their  use. 

Tiie  sum  of  .S.'.O.ddO.  menti d  in  the  bill   whieh   has    passed   th,.  House  of  Representatives,  will  be 

sufficient  to  enable  tlie  Department  lu  fit  out  the  expedition  in  a  satisfactory  manner;  and  there  will  be 
no  further  expense  incurred,  except  the  support  (jf  the  vessels  in  subsequent  years.  Unless,  indeed,  it 
shall  be  the  will  of  Congress,  as  I  do  not  doubt  that  it  will,  to  make  some  small  additions  to  the  pay 
of  those  employed,  when  they  return,  should  their  services  and  suffering's  have  been  severe,  and  the 
expedition  honorable  and  profitable,  in  its  results  to  the  nation;  an  issue  confidently  anticipated  by  its 
friends. 

Fifth.  The  time  required  to  accomplish  the  object? 

This  must  depend  on  two  circumstances: 

1st.    'J'he  exielil  of  the  sul'Vevs  to   be  made. 
2d.    The   number  of  vessels   ,m>ploVe,l. 

If  it  be  le.piiied  lo  hx  the  true  situation  and  descripti.m  of  all  the  coasts,  islands,  &c.,  in  the  Pacific 
and  South  sea,  it  <Mnnot  be  aei-oniplisheil  within  sevei'al  years;  certainly  not  within  the  period  during 
which  one  expedition  ouuhl  to  be  absent.  I'>ut  a  very  lai-v,  and  miieh  the  mosi  impoitaiit  portion  of  the 
Southern  Pacific,  (into  which  our  enteiprising  lello\v-eit  i/.eiis  .-o,  m  pursuit  of  eonnnercial  objects,  and 
whicii  is  least  correctly  kiiuwu  and  laid  down  uii  uur  charts,  and  therefore  most  important  to  be  exam- 
ined,) may  be  thoroughly  explored  within  two  or  three  years,  which  is  the  proper  period  for  an  expedition 
to  be  absent,  and  that  to  which  the  present  one  would  be  limited  by  the  Department.  Whether  another 
should  be  sent  out  after  its  return,  will  depend  on  the  result  of  this,  and  may  well  be  left  to  the  future  for 
decision. 

If  one  vessel  be  sent  alone,  it  will  not  be  able  to  accomplish  all  that  could  be  desired.  If  two  be 
sent,  and  they  are  so  provided  that  they  may  be  constantly  engaged  in  the  higher  latitudes  when  the 
season  will  permit,  and  in  the  lower  latitudes  when  driven  back  from  the  higher,  it  is  believed  that 
accurate  charts  may  be  made  of  many  degrees  of  latitude,  within  two  years  and  a  half,   and  all  scientific 
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objects  comioctcd  with  the  expedition  be  satisfactorily  advanced.  It  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  the  two 
vessels  will  perform  more  than  double  the  amount  of  actual  survey's  which  could  be  made  by  one,  inde- 
pendciil  ()('  iill  ((iiisiderations  connected  with  matters  of  science. 

Yiiii  will  |ierccive  that,  upon  this  point  of  time,  no  convincing  speculation  can  be  presented;  it  must 
be  in  oMut  I'mpurtion  to  the  labor  to  be  )i(rfniiii('d.  The  more  coasts,  islands,  &c.,  there  are  to  examine, 
the  luiiucr  w  ill  it  take  to  examine  tlnin;  ami  as  it  is  believed  that  these  are  very  numerous,  it  would  be 
uncaihli'l  tn  |irctrii(l  that  a  short  pcri.nl  wmilil  be  sufficient. 

lint  thrii'  is  a  consideration  cunncctril  witii  this  view,  Avhich  relieves  it  from  some  of  its  objections: 
the  necessity  i'ov  the  cxpcilitidii  is  in  exact  proportion  to  the  extent  of  examinations  to  be  made,  and  to 
our  ignorance  nt'  the  ul.jeels  tn  he  examined. 

It  is  believeil  that  two  or  iliree  years,  steadily  emploj^ed,  would  acconiplish  most  of  tlie  "objects  of 
the  resolution." 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c.,  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Hon.  Robert  Y.  Hayne,  Chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee,  Senate. 


C. 

Report  ahoiring  the  cost  of  the  materials  and  labor  of  every  description,  used  in  repairing  the  United  States 
ship  Peacock,  at  the  United  States  Navy  yard.  New  York. 

Whole  amount  of  materials $52, 319  97 

AVhole  amount  of  labor 29,410  25 

$81,790  22 

Deduct — 
Amount  of  materials  and  labor  in  making  temporary  spar  decks,  per  constructor's 

estimate,  marked  B §1,943  21 

Amount  of  articles  returned  into  store,  A'iz: 

In  master's  department $2, 105  24 

In  sailmaker's  department 2,313   11 

In  boatswain's  department 516  76 

In  carpenter's  department 168  30 

In  gunner's  department 3,814  85 

Old  copper 1,275  60 

Ten  gun  carriages 590  00 

One  boat ." 80  00 

10,923  86 

Materials  for  spar  sails $3,611   61 

Labor  on  spar  sails , 582  01 

4,193  62 

17,060  69 

Amount  properly  chargeable  to  repairs  of  United  States  ship  Peacock $64,729  53 

The  cost  of  six  medium  eighteen-pounder  cannon  and  carriages,  now  on  board,  is  included  in  the 
above  report;  and  she  has  not  been  credited  for  her  original  armament  twenty  thirty-two-pounder 
carronades,  and  two  long  twelve-pounders,  with  carriages,  which  are  in  the  yai'd,  reserved  for  her  future 
use.     Estimated  worth  $4,008.    ' 

TUNIS  CRAVEN. 

United  St.vtes  N.iVY  Yard,  New  York,  January  31,  1829. 

Commodore  Isaac  Chauxcey,  Commandant  United  States  Navy  Yard  and  Station,  New  York. 


Estimate  of  the  cost  of  construct inr/  and  rom/iletinr/  a  tempoi'tiry  spar  deck,  to  connect  the  poop  and  forecastle 
(lr,/,'.<  ,,f  III,-  t'liilril  Shili'x  slniiji-of'-irar  J'carcrk,  repaired  at  the  United  States  Navy  yard,  Neiv  York,  in 
LS2S,  ,,„■/, >,lnig  Ihr  rusi  of  all  r.rira  work  arising  from  the  same. 

Labor $1 ,  038  75 

Materials 904  46 


Respectfully  submitted. 

S.  HART,  N  C. 
J.  Chauncey. 

U.MTED  States  Navy  Yard,  New  York,  January  30,  1829, 
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D. 


Expense  invurrtnl  in  fitting  out  the  Peacock  for  (he  exploring  expedition. 

1.  Extra  expenditure  in  the  repairs  of  the  Peacock,  paper  C i^\   943  21 

2.  Compensation  to  agent , ""l '  116  00 

3.  Cost  of  mathematical  and  astronomical  instruments,  estimated  at 2^  000  00 


$5,059  21 


E. 
EMimcde  of  expense  ivhich  ivill  prohabhj  he  incurred  in  fitting  out  the  Peacock: 

1.  Amount  already  incurred,  (D) §5,059  21 

2.  Extra  provisions 3  ^  000  00 

3.  Books,  maps,  &c 1  ^  000  00 

4.  Contingencies 2,00000 


Note. — The  expense  of  persons  other  than  naval  officers  is  included  in  the  estimate  of  annual  expei 
of  supporting  the  vessel. 


Navy  Departmext,  June  30,  1828. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  26th  is  received.  It  is  important  to  the  success  of  this  expedition  that  the 
most  full  and  accurate  iiiFiinnatinn  Ix-  procured  df  the  present  state  of  knowlcdii-e  amung  our  navigating 
citizens  in  the  easlcri]  Slal.'s,  rcs|MM-t  ii,;^-  tl,,.  jMirliniis  of  the  -'lulie   tu  ami   tlinm-'li  wliich   the  expedition 

will  sail;   and  also  nf  tli.'  i.n-„.|,i  Mule  ,.i-nnr  r n:Mv,.   i,,   tlinn.      Tu   l,:,th   lli..-;,.  ,,I,j,mMs  I  wish  you  to 

direct  an  earnest  att.'nliuu,  and  as  early  as  praclicalilc  scial  the  results  tu  the  Departmeut. 

I  have  stated  my  views  so  fully  in  conversation  that  it  does  not  seem  very  necessary  here  to  repeat 
them,  but  I  will  endeavor  in  a  few  days  to  give  instructions  more  in  detail,  addressed  to  you  at  some 
place  through  which  you  pass  in  the  eastern  States. 

I  am,  respectfully,  &c.,  S '.MUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

J.  N.  Reynolds,  Esq.,  New  York. 


G. 
Estimate  of  expense  cf  fitting  out  two  vessels,  ivith  a  store  ship. 

1.  Amount  of  paper,  (E) $11,059  21 

2.  Cost  of  second  ship , 10,000  00 

3.  Cost  of  store  ship, .,,.,,..... 15,000  00 

4.  Additional  instruments,  books,  &c 3 ,  000  00 

5.  Contingencies , 3 ,  000  00 

$42,059  21 

Note. — The  scientific  corps  is  estimated  in  the  annual  expense — the  pay  not  commencing  until  tlie 
'  vessels  are  put  in  c 


n. 

Estimate  of  the  annual  expense  of  supporting  the  Peacock  and  two  other  vessels,  while  on  an  exploring 
expedition. 

1.  Expense  of  the  Peacock $39, 124  00 

2.  Expense  of  second  vessel 17, 365  15 

3.  Expense  of  third  vessel 11,813  00 

4.  Pay  to  scientific  corps 10,000  00 

5.  Contingencies 10,000  00 

$88,892  75 
Note. — The  estimate  for  scientific  corps  and  contingencies  is  probably  too  large. 


316  NAVAL    AFFAIRS.  [No.  381. 


I. 

Estimate  of  the  expense  of  the  sloop-of-icar  Peacock  for  one  year  on  ane  xploring  expedition. 

One  master  commandant $1 ,  176  25 

Five  lieutenants 4 ,  82.5  00 

One  master 662  50 

One  purser 662  50 

One  surgeon 1 ,327  50 

One  surgeon's  mate 1 , 027  50 

Ten  midshipmen 2,280  00 

One  boatswain 331   25 

One  giiniuv 331   25 

One  cariuntcr 321   25 

Four  carp.-nt^M's  males 912   00 

Four  iiuartor-UHiKTs 864  00 

One  steward  .' 216  00 

One  armorer 216  00 

One  cook    216  00 

Thirty-five  able  seamen 5, 040  00 

Thirty  ordinary  seamen 1 ,  200  00 

Fifteen  stout  boys 1 ,  440  00 

$23,059  00 

Provisions 7 ,  605  00 

Medicines  and  hospital  stores 1,000  00 

Wear  and  tear,  and  outfits 8 ,  000  00 

Total  amount $39,  724  00 

Estimate  of  the  annual  expense  of  a  vessel  of  three  hundred  tons,  designed  to  accompany  the  Peacock  on  an 
exploring  expedition. 

One  lieutenant  commanding $1 ,  176  25 

Three  passed  midshipmen,  as  lieutenants 2, 895  00 

One  passed  midshipman,  as  master 662  50 

One  purser 662  50 

One  surgeon's  mate 1 ,027  50 

Four  midshipmen 912  50 

One  steward 216  00 

One  cook 216  00 

Ten  able  seamen 1,200  00 

Six  ordinary  seamen 720  00 

Si.\  stout  boys 576  00 


$10,263  75 


Provisions 

Wear  and  tear,  and  outfits 4J000  00 

Medicines  and  hospital  stores 600  00 


$17,355  00 


Estimate  of  the  annual  expense  of  a  vessel  of  two  hundred  tons,  to  accompany  the  Peacock  on  an  exj^loring 

expedition. 

One  lieutenant  commanding,  or  passed  midshipman,  as  lieutenant $2,176  50 

One  surgeon's  mate 1 ,  027  50 

One  passed  midshipman,  as  master 662  50 

Three  midshipmen 684  00 

One  steward 216  00 

One  cook 216  00 

Eight  able  seamen 1,152  00 

Five  ordinary  seamen 600  00 

Five  boys — stout 480  00 

$6,214  25 

Provisions 2, 098  75 

Wear  and  tear,  and  outfits 3,000  00 

Medicines  and  hospital  stores 500  00 

$11,813  00 
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K. 

STATEMENTS. 

1.    Of  the  cost  of  fitting  out  and  supjxjrting  the  Peacock  on  an  exploring  expedition. 

1.  Amount  of  paper  (E) $11,059  21 

2.  Expense  of  support  for  one  year,  (paper  I) 39,724  00 

3.  Commercial  agent  and  astronomer 4, 000  00 

4.  Contingencies 5 ,  000  00 

First  year $59,983  21 

5.  Expenses  of  second  year,  deducting  item  1 4S,  724  00 

Amount  for  two  years $108 , 507   2 1 

2.    Cod  of  fitting  out  and  supporting  two  additional  vessels  for  one  year. 

1.  Amount  of  paper  G,  deducting  item  1 $31 ,  000  00 

2.  Support  for  one  year,  (I) 29, 1(58  75 

3.  Naturalist,  drai'tsman,  and  two  assistants 6,000  00 

4.  Contingencies 5,000  00 

$71,1(38  75 

5.  Support  for  second  year,  deducting  item  1 40, 168   75 

$111,337   50 

3.  Expense  of  the  three  vessels  for  two  years. 

1.  Of  the  Peacock $108,507  21 

2.  Of  the  two  other  vessels 1 1 1 ,  337   50 

$219,844   71 
Deduct  value  of  the  two  vessels,  instruments,  books,  maps,   charts,  &c.  on  their  return — 

say  one-half  the  original  price 15,500  00 

$204,344   71 

NOTES. 

1.  The  estimate  for  contingencies  and  scientific  corps,  probably  too  high. 

2.  The  expense  of  the  Peacock  on  this  will  probably  be  less  than  on  any  other  service,  as 

she  will  be  less  fully  manned  than  as  a  ship-of-war. 

3.  As  she  now  is,  and  probably  will  continue  to  be  a  ship  in  commission,  if  her  support  as 

a  vessel  in  commission  for  two  years  be  deducted $79,448  00 

It  will  leave $124,396  71 

As  the  actual  call  upon  the  treasury  beyond  what  will   be  borne  if  the  expedition  be  not 
authorized. 


20th  Congress.]  No.    388.  [2d  Session. 

ON  THE  CLAIM  OP  HENRY  ECKFORD  FOR  RENT  OF  LAND  AT  SACKETT'S  HARBOR  FOR 
THE  USE  OF  THE  VESSELS  OF  THE  NAVY,  AND  PURCHASE  OF  SAME  FOR  THE  UNITED 
STATES. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  FEBRUARY  17,  1829. 

Mr.  Hoffman,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Henry  Eckford, 
respectfully  reported: 

By  the  papers  referred  to  the  committee,  it  appears  that  Captain  Isaac  Chaunccy,  while  in  command 
at  Sackett's  Harbor  during  the  late  war,  as  the  agent  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the  use  thereof,  and 
with  the  public  money,  purchased  three  pieces  of  land  at  Sackett's  Harbor,  and  which  were  afterwards 
conveyed  by  him  to  the  then  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

By  the  extracts  from  the  records  of  deeds  in  the  county  of  Jefferson,  it  appears  that  Capt.  Chauncey 
obtained  the  following  conveyances,  on  the  said  extracts,  numbered — 

No.  6.  By  deed  dated  December  28,  1814,  in  consideration  of  $3,000,  of  "  Navy  Point,"  so  called,  and 
whereon  the  military  establishment  of  Fort  Tompkins  is  erected. 

No.  7.  May  10,  1814.  Consideration  $193.75,  of  about  three  acres  three  rods  and  twenty  perches, 
called  "hospital  ground." 

By  the  papers  in  the  case,  these  parcels  of  land  appear  to  have  htHiw  conveyed  by  Mr.  Eckford /o?- 
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the  oriqinal  con^idrraiion  paid  therefor  by  Capf.  Chaunn-i/,  irlfh  intere.-<f  thereon  up  to  the  time  of  piurchase. 
One  in'iiriy  was  ,-niiv,>y(..l  .Inly  1,"1815,  and  the  ivsidiir  in  1S2().  I.y  .■nnlrarl  cxccntr.l  in  1822. 

Till-  iiaji;  IS  ill  this  case  contain  the  most  saiisfaitory  i.rudl'  that  the  imrrhasc  (if  thi'sc  two  lots  was 
made  hy  ('aplain  Chuuuccy,  as  the  agent  of  tlv  U  ,.i  ./  N/,/'.s,  /<»•  titr  axr  ,>/'  ll,.-  United  Slules,  and  icere  in 
point  ot'  fart  paid  for  btj  the  public  money,  and  the  monry  by  hi.ni  reyulariy  diaryed  in  aecount  against  them, 
but  wiiich,  as  is  alleft-ed  by  him  and  tlie  Secretary  oii  the  Navy,  was  disalloived  by  the  propei-  accounting 
olficers  of  the  government. 

By  the  report  of  Captain  Woolscy  to  the  Navy  Commissioners,  of  August  24,  1816,  it  appears  that,  on 
Navy  Faint,  he  erected  a  small  and  cheap  barrack  before  the  war,  and  in  1812  the  work  called  Fort 
Tompkins;  that  Captain  Chauncey  purchased  the  property,  in  aid  of  the  military  and  naval  operations  of 
the  government;  that,  after  this  purchase,  Captain  Chauncey  "made  some  addition  to  the  work,  by  erect- 
ing two  flanks  to  the  battery,  raise.l  the  merlniis,  erected  i)latfV)niis.  built  tlie  marine  barracks,  block- 
house, and  a  rigging  Inlt,  and'  had  the  whnl,.  |,ickete.l  an.l  palisaded  ill."  ■■On  Xavy  Teiiit  is  the  New 
Orleans,  covered  w'ith  a  su|iei-inr  IVamed  Inilldinu:.  ariMi-diie.;-  sime  i-umn  eiinii-ji  i\,v  uiiat.'ver  this  station 
can  possibly  re<iuire;  alsu,  a  juiner's  and  hnat  l.uihier's  shu,,,  a  mess  li.nise  and  blacksmith's  shop."  "All 
the  impruN-eiiieiits  en  Na\-\-  ruiiil  have  been  made  ii\'  thi'  I)e|iai-liiieii(."  "The  buildings  on  the  point  are 
valued  at  net  h-ss  than  s!V,.(Mili;'      ■■The  vabie  ..f  the  hes|ntal  is  .s:;„-,(M)." 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  his  letter  nf  .laniiarv  7,  1S2'.I.  t,.  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Afl-airs,  states  that  "  Mr.  K.^kf.nd  built  a  heiise  ,,n  part  ef  the  laial,  which  rinnise]  was  purchased 
ofhimby  Com.  Chauncev,  to  be  used  as  a  hes|ntal,  fur  the  sum  ul->^-2A-^x.  and  pai.l  nil  the  2sth  .laiuiary, 
1815."  As  this  is  said  in  ansxver  te  an  iin|iiiry  uf  ihe  mun.'ys  paid  hv  the  I'liiled  Stales  te  Mr.  Kckford, 
the  committoe  understand  by  it  that  (he  I'nil.'d  States  have  paid  Mr.  Eckiord  fur  the  ho.spital  buildings, 
with  th-  incidental  ri-lit  tense  ihen,  as  a  huspital. 

All  thesi'  lacis  were  ^vell  known  te  .Mr.  Ivklerd  at  the  time  of  his  purchase  of  these  two  lots.  He 
ras  raiiiiliarly  acquainted  with  the  progress  of  the  jjublic 

I  te  Ciiii'j.-ress  fur  relief  in  tlii^  premises,  the  committee  con- 
istee  ,.r  till'  I'nited  States  .if  tile  trust  estate,  with  a  full 
,  Lj,ned  ctinscience  te  execnle  that  trust,  and  sccure  to  the 
.11,  an.l  cntitl.'.l  r  >  all  the  lunietlts  uf  a  trustee  holding  this 

II  the    e.vecntinli    nf   a   limper    CnliN-eyalice,    te    fCCeive  of  the 

nil  reniaiiiin.i^-  iin|iaiil,  the  interest  theremi,  and  any  actual 
y  incurred  in  the  c-arc  and  preser\-at  ieii  ul' the  trust  estate. 

ciuninittee    may  net  enable   them  te  ascertain  the   precise 
.ximate  tn  i1.  so'  as  net  tu  dn  ininstice  tn  .Mr.  J'Ickford. 
y  i'elnt  and  he.spilal  -leiind,  as  abeve  slated,  is  $.3,193.75; 

the  le,-al  rate  nf  interest  in  that  State,  $223.56;  and  by 
■retarv  ef  the  Xavy  has  paid  him,  as  for  the  rent  of  this 
ei,-!il'years,  rruiii  '.laiiuarv  1,  ISl;",,  to  January  1,  1823, 
^really  exceeds  tlii^  interest  nn  the  consideration  for  the 
comiieiisation  for  such  interest,  and  all  reasonable  charges 
.d  alluded  to. 
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irst  day  of  January,  1823,  at  7  per  cent,  per  annum,  the  legal 
e  where  the  estate  is  situate,  to  May  1,  1829,  six  years  and 


$4,609  63 


The  committee  are  not  informed  that  Mr.  Ei 
land,  since  January  1,  1823;  and  they  consider 
an  ample  satisfaction  of  all  prior  claims,  if  any, 
of  the  Navy,  on  the  execution  of  a  proper  conve\ 
sideratiou  money  for  these  two  lots  of  land,  and 

The  papers  laid  before  tiie  commiliee  ilo  no 
decide  on  the  subject  of  the  claim  lor  the  proper 
one  of  the  puldic  Vessels  has  been  built  thereon 


actual  Iv 


ed   I 


the 


'  pay 


;es  for  the  care  of  this 
lit  preceding  years  as 
>  enable  the  Secretary 
1  Mr.  Eckford  the  con- 
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Mr.  Eel 

of  land,  covered  with  heavy  timber.  At  this  ra 
wood  land  in  that  quarter  of  the  country.  The 
the  land  actually  occupied  by  the  United  States, 
they  may  be  of  greater  than  the  average  value 
by  the  United  States  is  small,  and  that,  as  it  is 
annual  appropriations  have  and  will  put  it  in  t 
reasonable  rent.  On  the  propriety  of  the  Unitei 
information  to  enable  them  to  judge. 


s  to  enable  the  committee  to 
' s  1 1  a rl lor.  1  f,  as  the  committee  are  informed, 
sent  of  the  owners,  and  is  standing  thereon, 

lor  so  much  of  the  land  as  has  been  and  is 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  of  January  29,  1828, 
^."l,UUO,  and  desi-ribes  it  as  three  hundred  acres 
.ould  average  $16^  per  acre,  a  high  price  for 
ive  no  information  of  the  precise  quantity  of 
\s  would  appear  to  be  sufficient;  and  though 
aj^pears  that  the  value  of  the  land  occupied 
■.""/  /e/,  the  rent  would  be  quite  small.     The 

the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  pay  any  such 
basing  this  laud,  the  committee  have  not  the 
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20th  Coxgress.]  No.    389.  |-2d  Session. 

ON  THE  PRIVATEER  PEXSION  FUND,  AND  THE  PENSIONS  CHARGEABLE  THEREON. 

COMMT-XICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    KEPEESEXT.A.TIVES    FEBRUAEy    17,     1829. 


Mr.  Hoffman,  from  tlio  Cniimiittee  on  Naval  Aifaira,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  mail.-  t..  ilic  I'lvsident  of  the  United  States,  November  21,  1828,  made  the  following  report, 
on  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  privateer  pension  fund,  and  the  pensions  chargeable  thereon. 

That  the  privateer  pension  fund  was  instituted  by  the  11th  section  of  the  act  of  June  26,  1812. 
(Vol.  4,  p.  4.53.)  Two  per  centum  of  the  prize  money  arising  from  captures  and  reca[)tnres  'by  the 
private  aniuMJ  vessels  ,,f  the  Uiiitcl  Stat.'s,  aiv  apia-npiiatrd  'v,„,/  /,/,y/,/,v/  /„/ tlir  ( M.v.Tiini.'nt  ..f  tiie 
United  Stat.-s,  a.s  ;,  r„i„l  f,,i-  thr  .<ni,j,„rl  and  nun „lrnai,rr  ,,f  ihr  widi.ws  aii.l  n|-|,Iians  uf  su<-|i  pcrsuns  as 
may  be  slain,  ami  loi-  tli<'  snniHirt  ;,ih1  inaiiitciiancc  nf  sii.-j,  pcrsMiis  as  may  \n-  wiaiii.lr.l  ami  disalilnl  on 
board  of  the  private  aniie.l  vessels  of  llic  riiiud  Siat.s.  in  any  ciiua^vmeiit  wilh  the  ciiciuy;  to  be 
assigned  and  distributed  in  su.-li  maiinei-  as  shall  lieivalter  by  law  be  |.iun  ide.l,'' 

The  fund  was  theref'Te  cicatid  for  i  wo  |air|ioses;  hrst,  //^r'  iii'ii,,/r,,,i,irr  of  toidows  and  orphans  of 
those  slain;  and  second,  -■/  //('■  ,r,,,ni,/r,l  mul  ,1  ,s,ihlr,l.  As  this  is  a  rhaiiiable  fund,  pledged  to  tlicse  pur- 
poses, the  CDiniiiittec  do  iiol  feel  at  libertv  to  imiuire  inio  (hi.  policy  iil' diseoiit  iliiiilii;'  the  applieat ion  of  it 
to  the    '•inaintenanee  ,,f  the  wi.iows  ami  orphans  of  those  slain."    "The  CnHed    Stales,  as  tniM<'e.  stands 

reasonable  to  Jiid.uv  it  was  deansi  |o  tluan.  Th,  y  tippear,  like  /a/.s/;(u,c/.s  and  fallu  rs,  to  have  leU  more 
for  their  ivive^i  ami  <-]iii,li-c,i  than  for  liinnsr!, ■,'.<.  and  to  have  been  desirous  of  first  providing  for  them;  and 
the  committee  cannot  desire  to  see  this  iinni'i/  wi^h  tieleated. 

The  second  se.'tion  of  the  act  of  I'ehinary  J3.  1813,  (vol.4,  p.  498,)  grants  pensions  to  officers, 
seamen  or  maiin.-s,  in  the  priyate  armed  vessels,  "  irho  ithall  hnrr /„;■„  iroimdrd  (,r  othmri,,'  disahlrd  in 
any  eni/a'/rnirnf  n-i/ii  liir  e, /,/,,(/,''  and  fixes  the  rates  of  pension  for  the  ^i-eatest  disabilit^■:  a  eopy  o|'  \'.|iieh 
section  is  anni'xed.  \W  ihe  ,aet  .if  August  2,  181.5,  (vol.  4,  p.  t^lil.)  this  a.'t  is  exjilaine'd  and  ext.aided  so 
as  to  grant  ))en^ions  to  those  '•  n-ho  .^Iwll  hnre  Item  vnunded  or  i,ll,rriri.-r  ,]i,;ihl,;l  ni  Ihr  line  of  their  duty  " 
&C.      This  is  perhaiis  an  exlen.ion  beyond  tl bjeet  de,-|ared  in  the  ael   mstitntin-  tlu'  fund. 

The  iH.nMons  ehar-eable  on  this  Innd  to  widows  and  ehihbvu  aiv  -ranled  by  th..  /(>.si!  section  of  the 
act  of  Maivh  1,  ISN,  (yol.  44,  ]).  (•.."il',)  and  extend  to  all  eas.s  wlnav  (he  oflh-ei-,  seaman  or  marine,  in 
the  private  arnad  \ess(.ls,  ".s/,n/Z  die,  <ir  shall  have  died,  (sinee  ,lnne  18,  1812,)  by  reason  of  a  ivound 
received  m  tin'  Imr  ,,1'  hi^  duty.'"  The  term  is  limited  to  toni-  ye.irs,  and  also  to  the  widowhood  of  the 
pensioner,  and  to  children  under  16  years  of  age,  and  is  <hai'red  exclusively  on  this  fund,  and  is  limited 
to  half  the  namlhly  pension  to  wliieh  the  deceased,  if  disable.l'.  wonhl  have  been  entitled  by  law. 

These  ,,ensinns  to  the  widows  and  .-hildren.  char-ed  on  this  lund.  were  ,,,1,  n.Ird  by  the  act  of  April 
16,  ISIS,  se.>.  2,  (vol.  (),  p.  ■l\n.)  l\,v  !!,■■  I'nrllirr  imn  .v\//re  years.  And  t he  .<ce,e,,/ s.'ction  grants  a  like 
pension  f>r  live  years,  on  the  usual  liniital  ions,  to  the  widows  and  chihlren  of  such  "officers,  seamen  and 
marines,"  as  "shall  htive  died  since,  (June  18,  1812,}  in  consequence  o/'  any  accident  or  casualty  lohich 
occin-red  ,rlnlr  in  Ihr  line  of  his  duty," 

All  thise  p(  iisi.ais  to  widows  and  children  are  extended  by  the  act  of  April  9,  1824,  (vol.  1,  p.  232,) 
fir  the  '■/'inihrr  Irrm"  o/"  //iv  years,  from  and  aft(M- tlio  period  of  the  cA-iiiration  of  the  said  pensions 
respectively.      This  ai-t  -i.ints  m.  new   ]iensions.  ami  only  I'xtemls  the  period  of  those  already  granted. 

The  ;ici  of  .May  .'(i,  IsiH.  ci,iiiinues  lor  ii\c  yisirs  the  pensions  lo  widows  and  orphans  charged  on 
this  fund,  and  whici.  behac  the  passage  of  the  act'of  April  U,  ISlU,  ha.l  expiri'd. 

The  second  section  of  the  act  of  May  23,  1828,  (vol.  8,  p.  66,)  extends  the  pensions  chargeable  on 
the  privateer  pension  fund,  granted  to  all  widows,  in  the  words  of  the  act,  "who  now  are,  or  at  anytime 
within  one  year  have  been,  in  the  receipt  thereof,  under  the  provisions  of  the  following  laws,"  namely, 
the  acts  of  March  4,  1S14,  and  Ajiril  16,  181S. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  his  report  to  the  President,  of  November  21,  1828,  says:  "  It  will  be 
perceived  by  this  stat.anent  that,  at  the  .late  of  the  act  of  the  last  session,  (23d  May,  1828,)  and  for  one 
year  preceding  it,  th.'re  w.m.'  no  p.as.ms  in  the  receipt  of  a  pension  under  the  acts  of  1814  and  1818;  the 
pensions  under  those  acts  having  expired  two  or  three  years  preceding." 

The  committee  do  not  seek  to  disturb  any  restraining  rule,  adopted  by  any  of  the  executive  depart- 
ments of  the  government,  and  think  it  desirable  that  each  should,  as  in  this  case,  confine  itself  within  its 
certain  powers. 

Tlie  state  and  condition  of  th.'  fan.!  in  1821,  is  stated  in  the  annexed  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  to  the  chairman  of  the  comniitt.M',  ..f  February  21,  1828. 

At  one  time  the  stocks  of  the  fund  amounted  to $209 ,  .580  65 

They  had,  in  1821,  been  reduced 138,882  41 

Leaving  only 10, 698  24 

Yielding  an  interest  of 4 ,  241  89 

The  probable  annual  expense  to  the  fund,  for  the  pensions  of  th.'  .listdded  officers,  seamen 

and  marines,  was  estimated  at 5 ,  000  00 


The  actual  amount  of  money  remitted  to  pay  pensions  charged  on  this  fund,  from  1818  to  1821,  both 
inclusive,  was  $250,402.04,  or  $25,040.20  average  for  each  of  the  ten  years.  The  first  of  these  years 
required  $11,532;  and  in  1821  there  was  required  $11,284.  Hence,  it  appears,  that  not  even  the  pensions 
of  the  invalids  can  be  paid  without  invading  the  principal  money  of  the  fund;  and  if  the  pensions  of  the 
widows  are  also  to  be  paid,  a  rapid  reduction  must  take  place  in  the  money  of  the  fund. 

The  progress  of  the  fund  for  1828  is  stated  in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Naval  AfTairs,  of  February  11,  1829,  and  is  briefly' — 

1.  Amount  of  its  stock  at  the  close  of  1828  was $68,212  50 

2.  Income  during  1828 4,210  60 
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3.  Pensions  charg-eable  to  the  the  fund  for  that  year  were — 

To  invalids $6,220  00 

To  widows  and  orphans 10,830  00 

$17,050  00 

The  invalid  pensions,  thereft^re,  exceed  the  income  of  the  fund  by  $2,008.40;  and  the  aggregate  of 
invalid  widows  and  orphans'  pensions  exceed  that  income  by  $13,939.40. 

Your  committee  must  remark  that  tlie  evident  dcsicfn  of  the  act  establishing  the  fund  was  to  place 

the  i.ri,si..iis  ..f  tlic  ir/,/„ir..  Mii.l  (.rphuiis  oi,  at  loast  nsfav..raMo  a  footin-  as  tliat  of  invalids.  The 
urphai,  .liihlnii  ..f  \h..<r  .lain  in  ihr  privai.-  annr,l  vcss.ls  .A'  th.'  Tnitr,!  Statrs  must  all,  or  nearly  all, 
have  altaiiMil  an  a-c  wln'ii  llicv  .-an.  liv  in.lnsiiv,  pruvidc  lur  thciiisclvcs,  Iliinianity  may  not  oblige 
Cun-ivss  tu  l.urthcu  the  fund  wi'tli  pcnsinns  fir  tiicm;  hut  tlic  widow  of  tlie  dn-fased"  has  "become  aged 
and  (nffi  lilcd;  she  was  pensioned  when  she  was  younger  and  more  active,  and  humanity  forbids  that  her 
]i('nsiiin  should  be  taken  from  her  to  enable  the  fund  to  support  others  who,  though  wounded  and  dis- 
alilrd,  were  less  unfortunate  than  the  brave  men  who,  slain  in  our  battles,  loft  this  fund  a  legacy,  first 
to  till'  widow,  and  after  ln^r  to  the  innili,!.  Tlie  Committee  are  of  opinion  tliat  the  pensions  allowed 
should  have  l.eeii  so  -radualed  as  not  to  have  exceeded  lh(>  annual  pi(-duet  ol'  the  fund;  or  if  to  have 
exceeded  it  at  all,  Vet  ill  so  small  a  sum  as  to  have  rendered  it  eeitain  that  the  pensions  granted  to  per- 
sons when  youn-  should  imt  be  denied  to  them  under  the  inerease  of  years  and  infirmities. 

Adoptiiej,-  this  priiieiple,  and  estimating  as  well  as  may  be  the  uncertain  information  obtained  on  the 
subject,  the  committee  reemnmcnd — 

1.  The  appropriation  to  the  fund  of  $50,000. 

2.  The  redueiion  of  the  invalid  p.'iisions  for  the  highest  rate  of  disability,  thus: 
Of  a  captain,  Ir^^ni  S-.MI  to  ,>ill)  per   month. 

Of  a  lieutenant   and  sailiii.uinaMer,  tioui  $12  to  $8  per  month. 

Of  a  marine  officer,  bualswain,  gunner,  carpenter,  master's  mate,  and  prizemaster,  from  $10  to  $7  per 
month. 

All  other  officers,  from  $8  to  $6  per  month. 

Of  a  seaman,  or  marine,  from  $6  to  $5  per  month. 

■>,.   The  widows  to  one-half  these  rates    pn.j.n.rd  tor  the  -reatest  disability. 

Tins  rednetion  iu  the  rates  of  the  pensions  is  t'oi-red  upon  the  committee  by  the  exhausted  condition 
of  the  fund,  and  the  extreme  necessities  of  the  jiensioners.  .-^ueh  a  distrilnition  of  the  charity  appears 
indispensalilv  necessary  to  afford  to  the  widows  the  aid  contemplated  by  the  institution  of  the  fund;  and 
the  comniitli'e  do  not  lielieve  that  t  ere  is  in  the  proposed  measure  any"  breach  of  the  public  faith  to  the 
invalids.  So  far  iVoni  it.  tlie\- are  con\inced //ir//  iiixid  faith  rr'ia ii-':"  /hat  the  tvidoivs  should  be  made  par- 
ti,vj,afor.<  in  tJa'  h,;,r/il.<  uftl,,'  faad.  Tliev  lieli<.ve'  that 'no  -en,. roils  but  disabled  seaman  would  willingly 
partake  in  this  fund  to  the  exclusion  of  the  aged  and  helpless  widow  of  the  coniiianion  of  his  toils  and 
dangers;  and  they  think  that  a  past  rather  improvident  exhaustion  of  the  fund  ought  not  to  withdraw 
from  the  widow,  or  the  wounded,  and  imw  aged  and  enfeebled  pensioner,  the  jieiision  which  a  more  pru- 

All  thesi'  pensions  are  by  express  words  limited  to  the  privateer  |iensioii  fund  alone.  But  the  com- 
mittee believi'  that  pulilic  ]-inlicy  requires  tlie  appropriation  ihav  ncommcnded  in  aid  of  it. 

Tiie  statesman  who  shall  induce  the  nations  to  concur  in  one  common  judgment  to  denounce  and 
punish  as  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations  the  riulit  <>f  irarfarr  on  prn-air  pru/inii/  on  the  high  seas,  will  be 
the  greatest  benelactor  of  mankind.  While  the  ri.Lzht  remains,  to  this  country,  at  least,  the  right  of  pn- 
vaie  warfan'  under  letteis  of  manpie  and  npri-al  will  be  of  inestimable  value.  Every  act  which  will 
make  the  exercise  of  this  right  difficult,  slow,  and  expensive,  in  so  far  rnsiroys  the  common  defence. 
Every  act  which  makes  the  exercise  of  this  right  easy,  speedy,  and  efficient,  contributes  to  the  security 
of  peace  by  the  danger  it  threatens  to  the  public  enemy  in  war.  Ami  the  exercise  of  this  right,  by  the 
destruction  of  the  enemy's  commerce,  by  the  rewards  it  conters  on  our  brave  and  patriotic  fellow-citizens, 
is  among  our  best,  most  extensive,  ami  most  efficient  ans  of  compiering  an  honorable  peace. 

The  commiilee,  theretore,  feel  it  a  stroll-  duty  to  fnrni-h  the  relief  contemplated  by  the  men  whose 
valor  and  enterprise  collected  this  fund  from  the  grasp  of  the  public  enemy,  that  in  all  times  coming  the 
citizen  may  in  his  own  private  armi'd  vessel,  with  the  more  safety,  alacrity,  and  zeal,  engage  in  the 
defence  of  the  republic. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nacy  to  the  rhairman  of  the  Committee  on  Xaeal  Affairs  in  tlie  House  of 
Representatives. 

Navy  Dep.\rtmext,  February  21,  1828. 
Sir:  In  reply  to  the  inquiries  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  15th  instant,  in  relation  to   "the  expe- 
diency of  continuing  the  act  providing  for  the  allowance  of  pensions  from  the  privateer  pension  fund," 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  statement: 


First.  As  regards  "the  state  of  the  fund,  and  its  probable  productiveness  for  some  years  to  come." 

The  fund  consists  of  six  per  cent,  stock  of  the  rniteil  States,  to  the  amount  of  $70,698.24,  yielding 
an  annual  interest  of  $4,241.89.  A  ]iortion  of  this  stock  has  been  reimbursable  since  the  finst  day  of 
January,  1827,  and  the  residue  since  the  first  day  of  the  present  year;  so  that  the  whole  is  now  subject 
to  redemption  at  the  pleasure  of  the  rnited  States. 

The  stock  belonging  to  this  fund  at  one  time  amounted  to  $209,580.65;  but  the  interest  proving 
insufficient  to  discharge  the  claims  admitted  under  the  several  acts  authorizing  the  issue  of  pensions, 
sales  of  portions  of  the  stock,  at  various  times,  became  inevitable,  to  enable  the  Department  to  pay  the 
semi-annual  allowances  granted  to  the  pensioners.  Stock  to  the  amount  of  $138,882.41  has  been  sold,  on 
which  a  premium  of  $7,40s.fi',i  I, as  been  re.di/.ed;  and  further  sales  must  take  place  semi-annually,  the 
interest  being  inadequate  to  jiay  the  pensions  chargeable  to  the  fund. 

Second.  As  respects  "  thi-  mmiber  and  probable  expense  to  the  fund  of  the  officers,  seamen,  and 
marines,  whose  pensions  are  charged  upon  it." 
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"■  liind,  and  th.'  inoi.aMo  liiliin.  annual  cxpriKs,.  to  the  Hiud  by 
s  ofsiirh  widows  and  .•hildiv,,.- 

Hi-r,  ss  of  llir  itih  of  Aprd  and  ^Gth  uf  .May,  IS24,  anthoii/.in^-  a 
IS,  liio  wii|<iws  and  oiphans  of  159  persons,  slain  or  lost  ibiiini;- 
havr    liooii    plaroil  on  the    pension  list,  and  paid,  sonii-anniia  II  v,  a 

were  rnlitloil  a(   t!io  linio  ol  tlinr  doalli.      So,,, "  ihoso  l,a\r  ahvady  rreeive.l  ll,<'.  Ilfio.-i,  yra,s'  allowanee 

fxiniv  at  difirronl  |MTiods  hotwrn,  ll,r  p,'rM'„t  tnni'  ai,d  llir  yis.r  I  >:]0,  whini  all  wiH  havr' n'e'nvriran 
allowancr  li.,-  lilf.^on  wars,  and  tlio  srvr;d  ponsions  expire  L,y  the  limituLiuii  uf  the  term  authorized  by 
law,  unless  Con,-,. 'ss  shall  make  provisio,,  f.,r  a  further  renewal. 

Under  the  art  of  Jill  of  Marrli.  1S14,  the  willows  and  orphans  of  203  persons  were  placed  on  the 
pension  list.  Indrr  ilir  art  of  Kill,  of  .\|,rd,  ]S18,  the  widows  and  orplians  uf  186  pers.ms  had  their 
l,rnsions  rrnrwrd  and  inrirasr,].  biidrr  tl,r  arts  of  l»lh  of  April  and  --'(Jih  Mav,  1S24,  as  hrlore  ohsrrved 
the  wi.hiws  and  orphans  of   )  .V.I  p,,-sons  have  had  their  pensions  further  rrnrwnl.      J',-oi„  a  .-onipariso,,  of 

children  attaining-  the  aye  of  sixteen  years,  and  uf  the  failure  uf  per.son,s  enlitlrd  lu  i)ension.s  tu  t'stablish 
their  claims. 

It  being  diflScult  to  estimate  with  accuracy  the  annual  expense  chargeable  to  this  fund  for  any  future 
year,  I  subjoin  a  statement,  showing  the  actual  amount  remitted  from  the  treasury  to  pay  privateer 
pensioners,  for  each  of  the  last  ten  years. 

The  remittances  were  as  follows: 

In  1818 $n , 532  00 

In  1819 28, T59  00 

In  1820 35,065  33 

In  1821 31,010  00 

In  1822 25,032  20 

In  1823 18,042  51 

In  1824 19,499  00 

In  1825 82,066  00 

In  1826 20,112  00 

In  1827 n ,  284  00 

From  the  pn>redin,r-  views,  it  is  evident,  nnles.s  Congress  sliall  make  an  appropriation  to  aid  the  fund, 
it  will,  in  a  h'W  years,  l,e  exhausted,  and  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  slain  or  h.st,  as  well  as  the 
persons  who  were  wounded  and  disahlni,   in  Ihr  pri vatr  arinnl  vessels  of   the  bni ted  States,  be  left  with- 

If  more  partieular  infoianat  ion  ,vHirrlin-  tins  lund  hr  iv,,  iiiivil,  prrmit  inr  to'refer  you  to  a  detailed 
report,  made  fv  the  .^rrrrtary  of  (|,r  .\avy  to  ll.r  .<prakrr  ,,f  thr  llou.r  of  brprrsriilaliv'rs  on  tlir  -711,  i  ,f 
Marrh,  isi^o,  and  to  anotli.T  |-r),o,t  from  thr  1  )epart  mri,t,  madr  to  the  honoiafle  James  Lloy,!,  ehairman 
of  the  Naval  Committee  ot  the  Senate,  on  the  24th  ..lanuary,  ls24,  both  of  wlii.h  were  priii'ted,  and  will 
be  found  among  the  documents. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c.,  SAM'L  L.  SOUTIIAllD. 

Honorable  Michael  Hoffmax,  Chairman  Naval  Committee,  House  of  Bepresentatives. 


Navy  Department,  February  11,  1829. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter,  dated  the  10th  instant,  making  inquiries  in  relation 
to  i\w  privateer  ])ension  fund. 

First.  As  io  ilir  amount  of  its  stork  at  Ihr  i.dose  of  the  year  1828. 

Second.   Tlir  inrome  of  thr  stork  iliirin-  that  year. 

Third.   Thr  amount  of  inxalid  prnsions  rhargrable  on  the  fund  for  that  year. 

Fourth.   The  amount  rhar-ealilr  mi  aeei  nut  ol  pensions  granted  to  widows  and  orphans. 

I  enclose  yuu  a  statement  from  the  llrjistriof  the  Treasury,  which  ronta  ins  solutions  to  the  first 
two  queries,  ami  sh.>\\s  that  thr  amount  ol  sto,  k  brloiiging  to  the  fund,  at  tin'  close  of  1828,  was 
$03,272.50;   and  that  llir  stork  of  the  lund,  during  the  year,  yielded  an  income  uf  ;5;4, 210.60. 

The  amount  of  in\  alid  prnsions  rhargeable  to  the  fund  during  that  year  was  $6,220;  and  the  amount 
on  account  of  prnsions  to  widows  and  orphans  $10,830. 

All  which  is  rrspectfully  submitted.  SAML.  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Hon.  Michael  Hoffman,  Chairman  Naval  Committee,  House  of  lleprescntatives. 
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Extract  from  an  act  regulating  pensions  to  persons  on  board  private  armed  ships.     Approved  Feb.  13,  1813. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  authorized  and  required  to  place 
on  the  pension  list,  under  the  like  regulations  and  restrictions  as  are  used  in  relation  to  the  navy  of  the 
United  States,  any  officer,  seaman,  or  marine,  who,  on  board  of  any  private  armed  ship  or  vessel  bearing 
a  commission  or  letter  of  marque,  shall  have  been  wounded,  or  otherwise  disabled,  in  any  engag-ement 
with  the  enemy;  allowing  to  the  captain  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars  per  month;  to  lieutenants 
and  sailingmaster  a  sum  not  exceeding  twelvt-  dullais  each  pur  uumth;  Id  marine  (iflRcr,  Imatswain, 
gunner,  carpenter,  master's  mate,  and  prizemastcrs,  a  sum  not  (■xctrdmL;-  ten  dulhus  fadi  jicr  iiKnith;  to 
all  other  ofiScers  a  sum  not  exceeding  eight  dollars  cacli  per  innnili,  tur  tlif  hi.ulicst  rate  nf  disal.ility,  and 
so  on  in  proportion;  and  to  a  seaman,  or  acting  us  a  marine,  the  sum  uf  six  dullars  |ier  niuntli,  for  the 
highest  rate  of  disability,  and  so  on  in  proportion:  which  several  pensions  shall  be  paid  by  direction  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  out  of  the  fund  above  provided,  and  from  no  other. 


Extract  from  the  letter  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  of  December  15,  1828,  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

The  committee  also  direct  me  to  ask  of  your  Department  information  relative  to  the  privateer  pension 
fund,  and  the  pensions  of  widows  charged  thereon.  Has  that  fund  been  reduced  by  any  loss?  and  if  so, 
when,  from  what  cause,  how,  and  to  what  amount?  Should  no  addition  be  made  to  the  fund,  would  it,  in 
the  opinion  of  your  Department,  promote  the  interests  of  the  naval  service  to  renew  the  expired  pensions 
to  widows  charged  on  that  fund? 

The  special  inquiries  stated  in  this  note  are  not  intended  to  limit  the  information  sought  in  the  more 
general  statement  of  the  subjects  embraced  in  it. 


Extract  of  a  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afairs,  dated 
January  26,  1829,  in  anawer  to  the  above. 

I  do  not  perceive  that  I  can,  without  special  inquiry  from  you,  .uivo  any  infnimatinn  respecting  the 
privateer  pension  fund,  which  is  not  embraced  in  my  report  to  the  President.  The  limd  has  not  been 
diminished  by  any  losses.     See  my  letter  to  you,  21st  February,  IS-Js.  d.Miun.nts  II.  li.,  No.  244. 

If  no  addition  is  to  be  made  to  the  fund,  I  think  it  w^ould  not  pnmiote  the  puMie  interest  to  renew  the 
pensions  of  widows.  They  have  already  enjoyed  considerable  benefit  from  the  fund,  and  if  the  balance  is 
to  be  expended  either  on  them  or  on  the  seamen  who  have  been  actually  wounded  and  still  survive,  the 
latter  ought  to  have  the  benefits:  between  the  two,  they  ought  to  be  preferred. 


20th  Coxgress.]  No.    d9U.  [2d  Session. 

STATEMENT    OF   THE    CONDITION    OF   THE    NAVY   PENSION    FUND. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    FEBRUARY    20,     1829. 

N.WY  Department,  February  20,  1829. 
Sir:  In  comi.lianee  with  tlie  resulutinn  ..f  tlie  Honse  ,.f  Representatives,  ,,f  tlu'  :ld  instant,  I  have 
the  honor  to  transmit,  l.erewitli,  papers  nninlMTed  IVeni  1  t..7  inelnsive,  wlu.-ji  CMniain  the  inlurmation 
required.  Paper  7  eeiitains  tlu'  annual  siati/ment  «'!'  the  eoniniissionei  s  of  the  Iniid,  fur  the  year  ending 
the  31st  December,  ls:i4  ;  in  relaliun  to  which,  it  is  preper  tu  add,  that,  at  this  length  uf  lime]  it  is  impos- 
sible to  assign,  with  certainly,  the  exact  cause  of  its  omission  in  the  annual  reports  of  that  year;  but  is 
supposed  to  have  been  nverh.uked  in  the  hurry  and  pressure  of  the  business  of  the  Department. 
I  am,  respeetfnlly,  \-c., 

SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 
To  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Resolved,  Tiiat  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  directed  to  report  to  this  House,  in  relation  to  the  navy 
pension  fund — 

Fi7'st.  A  statement  of  the  stocks  and  money  belonging  to  the  fund,  and  the  value  of  such  stocks 
other  than  those  of  the  funded  debt  of  the  United'  States,  on  the  31st  day  of  December,  1828. 

Second.  And  the  following  statements,  giving  the  aggregate  of  the  last  tifteeu  years,  and  exhibiting 
the  amount  in  each  year: 

1.  Of  moneys  received  from  the  sale  of  prizes. 

2.  Of  the  annual  pmdurt  or  incune  of  the  fund. 

3.  Of  the  l-->'  -  -detained  hy  the  fund,  when  they  accrued,  and  the  cause  and  amount  of  each  loss; 
considering  the  pure  ha>.e  ui  any  ^t'lcks  above,  or  the  sale  thereof  below  the  nominal  value  as  a  loss,  to 
the  amount  of  the  premium  or  diseonnt  )iaid,  and  the  commission  paid  for  making  such  purchase  or  sale. 

4.  The  amount  of  pensions  actually  paid  hy  the  fund. 

5.  The  amount  of  moneys  paid  other  than  pensions,  and  for  what  purposes. 
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6.  The  account  of  the  treasurer  of  tlie  fund  for  the  year  1828. 

1.  The  annual  statement  of  the  commissioners  of  the   fund   for  the  year  ending-  December  31,  1824, 
and  the  cause  why  the  same  has  not  been  heretofore  transmitted  to  this  House. 


No.  1. 

Statements  in  relation  to  the  vavy  pension  fund,  jirepared  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, passed  M  February,  1829. 

Nominal.  Cost. 

First.  Amount  of  the  stocks  belonging  to  the  fund,  on  the  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1828,  to  wit:  United  States  stocks,  as  appears  by  the   annual   report  of 

the  Treasury,  unredeemed $613,032  96 

Amount  of  Columbia  Bank  stock 692,600  00         99,502  60 

Amount  of  Washington  Bank  stock 14,000  00        ,14,260  00 

Amount  of  Union  Bank  stock 15,000  00  15,340  50 

The  price  current  of  the  stocks  of  the  district,  quotes  the  Washington  Bank 

stock  at  

The  price  current  of  the  stocks  of  the  district  quotes  the  Union  Bank  stock  at      

Second.  And  the  following  statements,  giving  the  aggregate  of  the  last 
15  years;  from  1st  January,  1814,  to  31st  December,  1828: 

1.  Of  moneys  received  from  the  sale  of  prizes,  to  wit: 

In  1814 150,367  45 

In  1815 44,347   15 

In  1816,  (none) 

In  1817 13,609  49 

In  1818 

In  1819 174,848   01 

In  1820 8.013  28 

In  1821 

In  1822 634  20 

In  1823 

In  1824 53,374  88 

In  1825 4,297  55 

In  1826 

In  1827 2,202  50 

In  1828 

451,694  51 

2.  Of  the  annual  product  or  income  of  the  fund — being  interest  and  dividends  of  stock,  to  wit: 

Nominal.  Coat. 

In  1814 $31,392  37 

In  1815 39,245  01 

In  1816 32,589  08 

In  1817 32, 1 53  08 

In  1818 57,241  32 

In  1819 57,706  42 

In  1820 52,329  65 

In  1821 53,338  27 

In  1822 52,653  50 

In  1S23 49,016  10 

In  1824 46,339  94 

In  1825 46,606  31 

In  1826 47,482  24 

In  1827 47,519  06 

In  1828 40,569  58 


3.  Of  the  losses  sustained  by  the  fund,  considering  the  purchase  of  any  stocks  above,  or  the  sale 

thereof  below  the  nominal  value,  as  a  loss  to  the  amount  of  the  premium  paid,  and  the  commission  for 
making  such  purchase. 

Commissions.  Nominal.  Cost. 

In  1814                                  $300,814  43  $250,000  00 

In  IS15 '.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'..'. $714  84  139,578  80  142,968  26 

In  1816  

In  1817                                  253  75  100,000  00  101,500  00 

In  1818 693  00  66,000  00  69,300  00 

In  1819         825  48  99,709  00  102,572  00 

In  1820 9,433  96  10,000  00 

In  1821 24,759  09  27,000  00 

In  1822     9,090  90  10,000  00 

In  1823 17,664  60  18,500  00 

In  1824::::::;::::::::;;;:::;.::::!::::::;;!: 4,:ihi\  4,50000 
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In  1825  . 
In  1826  . 
In  1827  . 

In  1828  . 


Nominal. 

Cost. 

$23,6.53  77 

$25,000  00 

17,73.5  54 

18,500  00 

145,985  45 

146,834  90 

12,765  54 

13,000  00 

$1171,476  99       $939,675  16 


Nominal  ainount $971,476  99 

Cost , 939,675   16 


In  favor  of  the  fund SSI.SOI   ,^3 


The  amount  of  the  Col 

4.  The  amount  of  prn- 

as  accounts  liavr 

5.  The  amount  of  moi, 


isi.l.Mcd  a  loss  to  the  fund $99,502  60 

I'ov  1.5  years  ending  31st  December,  1828,  as  far 

l.d  ...' 465,609  83 

eiisiiJiis,  and  for  what  purposes,  the  last  fifteen 
12,102  85 


This  ; 


iitingent  charg-e  upon  the  fund,  for  commissions  allowed  to  the  loan  oiScers  on 
.Salary  of  the  ag-ent  for  paying  pensions  in  the  district,  who  is  also  clerk  of  the 
My,  each  $250  per  annum.     Printing-  and  stationery  for  the  fund,  and  commissions 
stocks. 

T.  WATKINS. 
Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  Februanj  12,  1829. 


paid  ['ov  the  imri 


The  United  States  in  account  ivith  T.  T.  Tucker,  agent  for  the  navy  pension  fund. 
Dr. 

To  warrants  paid,  viz: 

January  6,  1824. 

No.  212.  E.  L.  Pearce,  pensioner $160  00 

No.  213.  Timothy  Fuller,  attorney 257  80 

No.  214.  President  United  States' Hranch  Ikuik,  Charleston 1,670  24 

No.  215.  Geor-v  MiKJiaiucl.  a-vnt 500  00 

No.  216.  Hannah  lla/.m.  yru.lnnw 360  00 

No.  217.  T.  T.  Tm-k,.]-,  n,  asnnr.  .Vr 7,000  00 

No.  218.  President    lliilrd   Stal,-   i',ianr1i  I'.alik,   Hnstoll    4,500  00 

No.  219.  Presidcnl   riiitcl  Siai.s  Kiaiirli  liank,   i'rovidenee 150  00 

No.  220.  President  United  States  I'-raneli  Hank,  Hartford    250  00 

No.  221.  Pn-ident   United  States  I'.ianeh  i'.ank.  New  Y,.rk 4,500  00 

No.  222.   Presid.ait    i'.ank  n{  the  Tnited  States 3,000  00 

No.  22:;.  I'nsnieni    Cniled  States  I'.ianeh  I'.ank,   P.ultiiuore 1,750  00 

No,  224.   i'r.Mdeni   tnited  Stales  l',i;,neli  i'.ank,   X<.rfulk 500  00 

No.  -Jl'.-i.  l'resi,l..nt   I'nited  States  I'.ianeh  Hank.  Charleston 250  00 

No,  I'L'ie   i're^ident   Cnited  States  Hraneli  Hank,  Savannah 200  00 

No,  -:^T.  (u-i-e  Maeliani.^l,  a-enl 1,825  00 

No.  228.  E,  I..  I'i'aiee,   |.ensi r 120  00 

No.  229.  PivM.lent   Cnited  States  H.aneli  H.ank,  Savannah 150  00 

No.  230.  President    Cnited  Stafs   Hrali,  li   H.ank,  Chillienthe 180  00 

No.  231.  Pn'sid.Mit    Cnited  States  Hr.alieh  Hank,    Xuilnlk 800  00 

No.  232.  T.  T,  Tneker,  treasurer,  Ac 1,000  00 

No.  233.  President  Fan, ler.s'  Bank  of  Delaware,   Newcastle 44  00 

No.  234.  President  I'nited  States  Branch  Bank,  Hnston   4,000  00 

No.  235.  Presid.'iit   Cnited  States  Branch  Bank,  I'rovi.lenee 200  00 

No.  236.  President    I'liited  Slates  i'.rane].  Hank,   ilartlurd 200  00 

No.  237.  President    Cnited  States  Hraneli   Hank.   New  Verk 4,000  00 

No.  238.  Presid.nt    Hank  .if  the   Cnited  States,   Hiiiladellihia 2,000  00 

No.  2;;'.l.   I'resident    Cnhed  State.  Hianeli  Hank,  I'.altimore 2,250  00 

No,  240.    President    lnile,|  ,<tales   Hrain-li  H.mk,    Norfolk 500  00 

No.  241.  I'resident   I  niied  Mates  Hraneli  Hank,  Charleston 250  00 

No,  242.  Cresideiii  lulled  Stat.'s  Hianeli  Bank,  Savannah 150  00 

No,  24:;.  Hnsi.l.Mit  Cnite.l  States  Braneh  Bank,  Portsmouth   700  00 

No,  244.  I'resi.leiit  Hrainli  Fanner.s'  Bank  of  Delaware,  New  Castle 50  00 

No.  245.  (i.'orge  .MaeDaniel,  agent 1,825  00 

No.  246.  T.  T.^Tuckcr,  treasurer,  &c 4 , 000  00 

No.  247.  President  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Portsmouth   1 ,200  00 

Balance 74,957  08 

Total $125,449  12 
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Cr. 
1824. 

January    1.  By  balance  this  day ^93  269  ' 

March     27.  By  Treasury  warrant  No.     2  4 '  'i-2^3fi4   ' 

June        24.  By  Treasury  warrant  No.     494 12   364   ' 

June        24.  By  Treasury  warrant  No.  2,328 53^ 314  ! 

Sept.       24.  Bj^  Treasury  warrant  No.     378 12  459  ' 

Dec.         29.  By  Treasury  warrant  No.  5,598 U,  615  ! 

Total S 1  25 .  449 


I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  account  of  the  late  Thomas  T.  Tucker,  agent  for  the  n 
ision  fund,  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1824,  as  appears  by  the  account  kept  in  this  office 

WM.  CLARK,  Trea.mrn-  United  /Slate.,. 
Treasury  Office,  Fetjruary  7,  1829. 


No.  6. 
T)ie  United  States  in  aeeount  vith  the  treasurer  of  the  navy  i)ension  fund. 


nts  paid,  viz: 


Feb.  28. 

June  23. 

June  23. 

June  23. 

June  23. 

June  23. 

June  23. 

June  23. 

June  23. 

June  23. 

June  23. 

June  23. 

July  2. 
24. 


June 

No 


No.  347.  R.  S.  Cuxe 

No.  348.  Presiilrnt  I 

No.  349.  Prcsi.lrnt  1 

No.  350.  Presi.h'nt  I 

No.  351.  Presi.lrnt  I 

No.  352.  President  I 

No.  353.  President  I 

No.  354.  President  I 

No.  355.  Presi.lelit    I'nil.d  Sl;,(es   II 

No.  356.  Presi.lelit  Tuiled  Siales  i; 

No.  357.  Presid.'Hl  liiile.]  Slates  1: 

No.  358.  President  United  States  B 

No.  359.  George  MacDaniel,  agent 

No.  360.  John  Boyle 

No.  361.  George  MacDaniel,  ao-cnt 

No.  362.  Presf 


I   Ita 


lel, 


s    1;, 


inrl,   Hank.  New  York  .. 

•d  Siales,  Philadelphia  . 

iiel,  liank,  Hartford  ... 

iieli  Hank,  Providence  . 
ineh  I'.ank,  Baltimore... 
inch  Maid^-,  N.ntnik   .... 

lie],  Hank,  Charlestun  .. 
m.-h  I'.ank,  Savannah... 
inch  Bank,  New  Orleans 


No.  363.  Prcsi.lei 
No.  364.  Preside! 
No.  36.5.  Preside, 
No.  366.  Presi.lei 
No.  367.  Preside, 
No.  368.  Preside, 
No.  369.  Presid.'i 
No.  370.  Presi.h^i 
No.  371.  Preside, 
No.  372.   Pivsidei 


'  Bank  of  Delawa 


d  States  Branch  Bank,  Portland. 


S425   00 

200  00 

3,000  00 

6,000   00 

2,000   00 

200   00 

400   00 

3,500  00 

1,000  00 

200  00 

120  00 

350  00 

2,075   00 

7,500   00 

804   00 

250  00 

3,000  00 

4,000  00 

2,500  00 

250  00 

250  00 

2,500  00 

700  00 

200  00 

120  00 

90  00 

450  00 

1,850   00 

3,500  00 

7,583   17 


1828. 
Jan.      1. 
Mar.    24. 
June    21. 
Sept. 


Cr. 

By  balance  of  cash  remaining  in  hands $15, 253  21 

By  Treasury  warrant  No.     322 11,818  33 

By  Treasury  warrant  No.     836 12,303  43 

By  Treasury  warrant  No.  1,367 7 ,  778  91 

7,890  29 


Dec.     22.     By  Treasury  warrant  No.  1,777. 


Total $55,044  17 


I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  accounts  of  the  several  United  States  Treasurers,  as 
agents  for  tiie  navy  pension  fund,  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1828,  as  appears  by  the  accounts 
kept  in  this  office. 

WM.   CLARK,  Treasurer  United  States. 

Treasury  Office,  February  7,  1829. 
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Statement  of  the  stocks  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury  to  the  credit  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  and  the  Secretary  of  War,  for  the  time  being  commissioners  of  the  navy  pension  fund,  tciih 
interest  and  reimbursement,  which  accrued  in  the  year  1824. 


Stocks. 

Nominal  amount, 
interest. 

.2 
1 
1 

$56,532  23     Jan.  1,  1824 
30,895  95      Jan.   1,   1824 
79,000  00  j  Jan.  1,   1834 
4,504  86      Jan.   1,   1824 
18,400  00  I  Jan.  1,  1824 
134,235  02  !  Jan.  1,   1824 
279,634  72  |  Jan.   1,  1824 

«9   ifil   R1 

$56,532  23 

926  88 
4,740  00 
270  28 
1,104  00 
8,054  08 
16,778  08 
11,395  92 

§30,895  93 
79,000  00 
4,504  86 
18,400  00 
134,235  02 
279,634  72 

Six  per  cent,  of  1813,  $16,000,000  loan 

Six  per  cent,  of  1813,  loan  of  $7,500,000 • 

Six  per  cent,  of  18U,  810,000,000  loan 



I 

196,5.36  09 

6,603  77 
43,814  41 
2,815  36 

July  1,  1824 
Jan.  1,  1824 
Jan.  1,  1824 

198  10 

2,628  88 

168  92 

i 

43,814  41 
2,815  36 

'^  ''^ 

S8+6,368  62 

$46,339  94 

$789,836  39 

Nominal  amount,  January  1,  1824,  per  j 

Add  six  per  cent,  stock  of  1814,  $10,000,000  loai 

Add  six  per  cent,  stock  of  1814,  loan  of  $6,000,0 

Nominal  amount,  as  above $846,368  62 

Deduct  the  amount  of  deferred  stock,  the  final  dividend  on  which  was  paid  October  1S24 56,532  23 


of  last  year $835,479  14 

purchased  in  1824 - 4,285  71 

) 6,6ii3  77 


;emed  amount,  as  above  . . 
UBY  Department,  Resist 
—A  copy  of  the  above  was 


,  February  7,  1829. 

1  to  the  Navy  Department  January  10,  1825. 


JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register 


Statement  of  the  stocks  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury  to  the  credit  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  and  the  Secretary  of  War,  for  the  time  being  cominissioners  of  the  navy  pension  fund, 
unth  the  interest  which  accrued  during  the  year  1828. 


Principal. 


Commencement 
of  interest. 


Interest  for  i       Unredeemed 
1828.         i  principal,  Dec. 
!  31,  1828. 


Thr 


■  p,. 


,rk... 


Six  iMT  (Tilt,  st.uk  of  1814,  ^10,000,000  loan 
Si.xpcr  r.iit.  .stork  of  1814,  $10,000,000  loan 
Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1814,  $10,000,000  loan 
Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1814,  $6,000,000  loan 
Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1814,  §6,000,000  loan 

Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1814 

Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1815 

Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1815 

Five  per  cent,  stock  of  1820 

Five  per  cent,  stork  of  1821 

Exchanged  4.',  \>fv  cent,  stock  of  1S24  .... 

Fundel  4^  ]n'v  crut.  stock  of  is-Jt 

Exchanged  4^  per  cent,  stock  of  1S25  .... 


$50. 
I   28i; 


993  ; 

850  4 
1,020  i 
1,693  { 
1,444  4 
1,000  ( 
1,946  1 
!,708  ( 
,637   ( 


11,  1828  [- 
1,  1828) 
1, 1828  I 
1,  1828)' 
1,  1828 
1,  1828  1 
1,  1828] 
1,  1828 
1,  1828 
1,  1828 
1,  1828 
1,  1828 


8,663  11  I 


14 


$894,417  < 


10  54  : 

21  00  ' 

2,846  65 

972  20 

750  00 

1,347  60 

8,491   84 

208  64 


$39,5: 


895 

93 

078 

23 

257 

27 

350 

43 

714 

88 

444 

44 

000 

00 

946 

74 

708 

04 

637 

00 

Unredeemed  amount  of  principal  on  January  1,  1828,  per  statement  E  of  the  last  report. 

Add  stock  since  purchased— Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1814,  loan  of  $10,000,000  $6,078  23 
Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1814,  loan  of      6,000,000  993  35 

Six  per  cent,  stock  of  1815 5,693  96 


Deduct  six  per  cent,  stock  of  1814,  loan  of  $10,000,000,  payable  on  July  1,  1828. 
Unredeemed  principal  on  December  31,  1828,  as  above 


$894,417   68 
281,384  72 


Tkk.\siky  Dki'.xktmknt,  I{rglsl,r\-<  (>fir<\  January  23,  1829, 


•JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Rrg.Mn 
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List  of  navy  pensioner  on  the  aid  of  December,  1824. 


Montlily        Annual 
pensions,      pensions. 


George  Arbuckle 

Zepha  Allen 

Isaac  Allester  .  . . 
John  Allister.... 
Cotton  Brown  . .  . 
Joseph  Barrett  . . 
John  Barrett  . .  . . 
John  Bennett.  ... 
Lemuel  Bryant  . . 

John  Ball 

Nathaniel  Barker 

Jacob  Bull 

James  Blake  . . . , 
John  Clements .  . . 
Eussel  Coats  . . .. 
Samuel  Cotton. .. 
James  Clarke  .  . . 
John  Caldwell... 
John  Cha 


P,o 


n-t  Cathe 


George  Carson,  alias  Cat 

Dennis  Gary 

Richard  Dunn 

John  Davidson 

Whcatly  Dyer 

Asa  Ewell 

Ebe 


AVillin 

Th.nii: 


L  Edr^ 


AVilli;! 
Henry 


John 
Jan. 

Eno, 


]!,,Im.|1  Sam 
John  .-haw 
John  Smith 
Silas  Taft  . 
■  AVilliam  Thf 
James  Tniii 

Samuel  Tue 
Tayl, 


•IS,  alias  Willet. 


Samuel  E.  Tyler.  . . 
Charges  F.  Waldo.. 
Peter  Woodbury.  .  . 
William  Wood  . . .  . 
William  Welsh..., 
Michael  Welsh  . . .  , 


Seaman 
Marine  . 
Seaman 


Cook 


terg 


do 

Seaman    

Ordinary  sean 
Boatswain   . .  . 

Seaman    

Ordinary  seau 

do 
Seaman    .... 
Quartermastei 

Marine 

Gunner 


Bu; 


Quartergunn. 
Ordinary  sea 

Lieutenant  . . 
Ordinary  sea 

do 
Seaman    .  .  . . 


stei 


i.stei 


Ordinary  seam 
Quarterguniiei 

vSeamau    

Boatswain   . .  . 
Quartergunnei 

Seaman    

Marine 

Seaman    


do 

Or.lii 
Quan 


ry  se; 


Ordir 


.ry  ; 


Seaman 

Ordinary  seam 

do 
Quartermaster 

Seaman 

Cook 

Ordim 


man  . 


do 


Master's  mate  .... 
Seaman 

do      

Quartermaster .... 
Private  marine.  . . . 
Boatswain's  mate  . 
Ordinary  s 

do 

Captain  revolutionary  war 
Seaman 


Master's  mate  . 
Quartermaster  . 
Seaman 


$3 

331 

4 

00 

3 

00 

0 

00 

9 

00 

t) 

00 

9 

00 

r. 

00 

8 

00 

9 

00 

6 

00 

5 

00 

5 

00 

6 

00 

5 

00 

•fi 

00 

10 

00 

0 

00 

8 

00 

G 

00 

ft 

00 

■; 

00 

6 

00 

20 

00 

ft 

00 

5 

00 

fi 

00 

fi 

00 

6 

00 

9 

00 

9 

00 

6 

00 

r. 

00 

00 

() 

00 

ft 

00 

ft 

00 

ft 

00 

fi 

00 

9 

00 

6 

00 

4 

00 

fi 

00 

10 

00 

fi 

00 

6 

00 

6 

00 

3 

00 

9 

ftO 

ft 

00 

ft 

00 

20 

00 

6 

00 

4 

00 

10 

00 

9 

00 

6 

00 

ft 

00 

ft 

00 
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Li>it  of  navy  pensioners — Continued. 


^\■illi:l 
Edmoud  1 
John  ]5ut 
John  Biann, 
SamuLd  ]5iitl( 
John  Bli 
Adam  Bi 
Jacob  B. 
James  B 
George  Barton 
Abraham  Blakesly 
John  Carberry 
Charles  Clay  . 
Christian  (Mail 
Samuel  C.lstoi 
William  Tail 
John  Cnlliiis 
Zaeharial.  (', 
Benjamin  ( 'a 
John  Campl. 
Thomas  Ci  an 
Shubacl  Cui! 
Franeis 
Joseph  (_ 
David  CI 
Jacob  Di 
Wm.  B.  Dow 
John  Den: 
Thomas  Dailey 
Jan       "      ■ 
William  Da^ 


*  Rerlucecl  to  S4.50  March 


1829.] 
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LiM  of  iiavi/  penaionera — Cuntimied. 


Montlily 
peusiuiis. 


Annual 

peiisioiiB. 


Jolm  Dunn . . 
Samuel  Dean 
Thomas  Detn: 
John  Daniels 
Bela  Eldei-kiii 
William  Fitz. 


1  Fr 


Ct    Fi-l.l: 


'illiam  Hinds 

■Ill  II.'M.ai.l 

•m.  Hai.linuliniok  .. 


■or-c  I  In! 
.Im  Ilvad 
.lin  lla.M. 


'Iiumas  .!a,-k's 
'liomas  Krlly 


in  Lazan.   ... 
lies    lansroU. 


ilinMrlvill. 
'lUiam    Mnn 


;   M-; 


.    Millr 


aius  .Marks 
en'iniiiii  .M.Malinn 
;.,liii  .Mel,r,,.|  .... 
I;ltlll(■^v  Mci^inzie 
•atri.'k   .M,-l.;,n-!ili 

'lllll'lcs    ,\1m,,1V 

Lnloniu  .\l;in;i.... 
ulni    .Milch. 'Il  .  ... 

Viiiiaiii  ^^•^l.it... 


Private  niarint 

'     do     '.'..'... 

Quartermaster 

do 
Ordinary  sean 
Private 'marin. 
Armorer 


Q,uartero-unn,..i 

Seaman 

Ordinary  sean 

dJ 
Bny 


do 
Ordinal 
Quarte. 


do     

Conk 

Ordinary  seaman.  . 
Boatswain's  mate.. 


Ordin 


Purser's  si 

Ordinary  ( 

d(i 
P.uitswain 

Ordiiiary'. 


Ordina 
Seamai 

d.i 
Quarte 


Qna'rl 


9 

00 

5 

00 

2 

50 

5 

00 

() 

00 

3 

00 

fi 

00 

(5 

00 

5 

00 

8 

00 

ti 

00 

6 

00 

0 

00 

5 

00 

G 

00 

9 

00 

4 

00 

8 

00 

5 

00 

12 

00 

3 

00 

6 

00 

5 

00 

5 

00 

6 

00 

ti 

00 

5 

00 

.f) 

00 

9 

00 

5 

t)0 

5 

Ot) 

5 

00 

10 

00 

6 

00 

5 

00 

(\ 

00 

c 

t)0 

c 

(10 

4 

00 

6 

00 

(i 

00 

5 

00 

ti 

00 

5 

00 

8 

00 

6 

00 

5 

00 

4 

00 

G 

00 

9(i  00 
fiO  00 
CO  00 
48  00 
1-2  00 
180  00 
72  00 
12  00 
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[No.  390. 


List  of  navy  pensio 

ners — Continued. 

Names. 

Rank. 

Monthly 
pensions. 

Annual 
pensions. 

John  Scriver 

teaman 

$5  00 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 

4  00 

5  00 

6  00 
4  00 

12  00 

4  00 

5  00 

6  00 
8   00 
5  00 

5  00 

6  00 
4  00 
4  00 
4  00 
6  00 
8  00 

12  00 

4  00 

5  00 

5  00 

5  00 

6  00 

3  00 
8   00 
12  CO 

y  00 

5  00 

2  00 

3  00 

6  00 
C  00 

3  00 
Ci  00 
0  00 

5  00 

4  00 

6  00 

5  00 
10  00 

6  00 

5  00 
G  00 

3  00 

6  00 
6  00 

4  00 

5  00 

6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
3  00 
6  00 

5  00 

6  00 
6  00 

5  00 

6  00 
9  00 
3  00 
5  00 

$60  00 
72  00 

GiM.r-cSlandlev 

Purser's  steward 

Seaman 

.T..l,u  Scliruud.u- 

72  00 

.Tclm  Siullin 

William   Snratt 

Danitd  Smith 

Carpenter's  mate 

Ordinary  seaman 

72  00 
48  00 
60  00 
72  00 

,T,)hn  Stuue 

do     

rurncdl  Smith 

do     

Peter  Tinkum ... 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman 

48  00 
60  00 

Georo-e  Thomas  (black) 

Isaac  Vallencc 

72  00 

n 

96  00 
60  00 
60  00 
72  00 
48  00 
48  00 
48  00 
72  00 

Charles  Vandyke 

Ordinary  seaman 

do                     

James  Williams  . 

William  Wells 

Charl.'s  WdliaiHs 

S..lnmnii    W'liitr 

Ordinary  seaman 

Seaman 

Charles  Williams 

do 

John   Wriuht 

James  Warner 

Seaman!     '   ...■■:■■■:"■ 

96  00 
144  00 
48  00 
60  00 

60  00 
60  00 

72  00 

36  00 

Thomas  Welsh 

.Ttihn  Weill) 

John   Wrio-jit 

NEW  JERSEY— 3. 

Peter  Dnnlevv 

Ordinary  seaman 

Marine 

James  Ilazle 

William  Robinson 

PEN.N-SYLVAXIA 74. 

Alexander  Adams. .  .          .... 

'^larhiv.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'. 

Ordinary  seaman 

Quartorgunner 

Quarlermaster 

George  Alexander 

Wm.  C.  Allen 

144  00 
108  00 
60  00 
24  00 
36  00 
72  00 
72'  00 

Nathaniel  Beo-ely 

Enos  Batemaii     . 

Thomas  Brown 

William  Baoo-s 

John  Ha.xter.' 

James  Hell 

Private  marine 

Marine 

do        

John  Cassiii 

Jehu   CnHin '. 

Marine 

"do 

36  00 
72  00 
7->  00 

do 

60  00 

Davi.l  Clnisli,. 

Alarine 

48  00 
72  00 
60  00 
120  00 
72  00 
60  00 
72  00 
36  00 
72  00 
72  00 

An-iistiis  Dnndas 

PrivaK'  marine 

Ordinary  seaman 

William  Dean     

^  .                            .         .       ■  . 

Thomas  l>avis 

do 

do      

Stejihen  Elderkin 

Seaman 

William  Evans 

Edward  Fitzo-ibhon 

]'<'ro  Fisher.' " 

Ordinary  seaman 

do                     

Seaman 

do     

48  00 
66  00 
72  00 
72  00 

John   Fryer 

Nicholas  llvl.er--er 

David  llnrtni, 

Georu-e  llulVstidler 

Quartermaster 

Seaman 

72  00 
79  00 

William  lluhnes 

36  00 

John  Hn-,.rl,ets 

72  00 

Ordinary  seaman 

Seaman 

do 

60  00 
72  00 

72  00 

Job, Jones 

Ordinary  seaman 

Private  marine 

60  00 
72  00 
108  00 
36  00 
60  00 

Hugh  Kelly '.'..'.'.'.'.'..'. 

George  Kinsinger 

Lawrence  Kriptar 

Nicholas  Klein 

Scrg-cant  marines 

1829.] 
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Lid  of  navy 2Jensioner>i — Continued. 


Monthly 

pens 

ons 

$6 

00 

6 

00 

3 

00 

5 

00 

5 

00 

6 

00 

8 

00 

9 

00 

c 

00 

8 

00 

5 

00 

10 

00 

6 

00 

5 

00 

6 

00 

fi 

00 

fi 

00 

fi 

00 

fi 

00 

ft 

00 

9 

00 

1 

00 

4 

00 

S 

00 

3 

00 

9 

00 

ft 

00 

ft 

00 

ft 

00 

3 

00 

4 

00 

8 

00 

10 

00 

fi 

00 

9 

00 

4 

00 

ft 

00 

4 

00 

fi 

00 

30 

00 

8 

00 

fi 

00 

fi 

00 

4 

00 

fi 

00 

4 

00 

9 

00 

ft 

00 

10 

00 

fi 

00 

fi 

00 

7 

00 

c, 

00 

6 

00 

fi 

00 

4 

00 

ft 

00 

5 

00 

ft 

00 

20 

00 

fi 

00 

4 

ftO 

9 

00 

ft 

00 

3 

00 

William  Leverage 

John  Moore 

William  Mooney. . 
Miles  Morris  .  ,  . 
George  McDaniel  . 
Michael  Mcrononn 
Mathias  Mc(iill... 
John  McMnllen  . .  . 
Bernard  Mcl>onou; 
Daniel  Muncev  . . .' 
AVilliam  Morris... 
James  MuUin 
John  Nugent. . 
Benj.  Norcroae 
Benj.  Newton  . 
John  F.  Noyer 
William  Price  . 
John  Pasco  . . . 
John  Pil 


ifle. , 


Peter  Quantiu 

John  liol.crts 

Eli  Stewart 

Joseph  Smith 

William  Smith,  6th. 

David  Thomas 

John  Thompson 

Philip  Tully 

John  Trucman 

Richard  Welib 

Peter  Whelan 

John  Walton 

John  Williams 

James  ^Vilson 

John  Wilson 

John  Young 


DELAWARE— 


Richard  Gilbody . 

James  Tull 

Wm.  Wickes.... 


Alexander  Ardrey 

James  Allcorn 

James  Brown 

Andrew  Beard 

John  Burdeen  

Edward  Burke,  (black). 

Thomas  Bun 

William  Carter 

John  Cole 

JohnDiragen 

Mathias  D^ouglass 

John  Denney  

Francis  Elliott 

Daniel  Fuller 

Cornelius  Garrison 

William  Gillen 


John  Gregory  

George  Gallagher.  .  . 

Jerry  Gardner 

John  Henry 

Isaac  T.  Heartte 

Nicholas  Igerbreton. 

Edward  Murray 

Francis  Mason 

Hamlet  Moore 

Joseph  McMasters  . . 
Isaac  Nicholson  .... 


Seaman . 
do 


Private  marine.  .. . 
Corporal  marines.  , 
Ordinary  seaman.  . 

do 
Seaman 


Private  marine 

Ordinary  seaman 

do  

Seaman 

Sergeant  marines 

Seaman 

Private  marine 

Seaman 

do     

do     

Ordinary  seaman 

Gunner's  yeoman 

Sailing-master's  mate  . 
Marine . , 
Seaman . 
Private  n 
Quartergunner  . 
Seaman . 
Ordinary  seaman. . 

do 
Marine . . 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman. 
Quartergunner  .... 

Seaman , 

Quartermaster  .... 


Seaman 

Sergeant  marines. 


Ordinary  seaman.  .  . 

Sailingmaster 

Ordinary  seaman.  . . 


do 

do 

do 
Master's  mate . 
Quartermaster 

Seaman 

Ordinary 
Seaman  . 


do 


Ordinary  seaman.  , 
Seaman 


do     

Boy 

Ordinary  seaman 

do  

do  

Acting  sailingmaster  , 

Seaman 

Sergeant  marines 

Quartermaster 

Ordinary  seaman 

Private  marine 

Cook 
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List  of  navy  i^emtiiDxera — Continued. 


Names. 

Rank. 

Monthly 
pensions. 

Annual 
pensions. 

Thomas  Nelson 

Cook 

$10  00 
10  00 

5  00 

8  00 

3  00 
10  00 

6  00 

6  00 

4  00 

7  00 
6  00 

5  00 

9  00 

6  00 
6  00 

$120  00 

John  Patterson    

Ordinary  seaman 

60  00 

Neal  Patterson 

96  00 

John  Randall 

Marine 

36  00 

Thomas  Smith 

Buatswain   

120  00 

William  Stockd-ile 

Miriiic 

72  00 
72  00 

Boy 

48  00 

Ordinary  seaman 

84  00 

Francis  Tre()aniu-y 

Benjamin  Underwood 

Ordinary  seaman 

do 

60  00 

James  Wells 

108  00 

David  Wilson    (black) 

72  00 

72  00 

VIRGINIA— 15. 

Obediah  Brown 

Lawrence  Bishee 

Seiimn 

5  00 
12  00 

6  00 

5  00 

6  00 
6  00 

4  00 

5  00 
5  00 

4  00 

5  00 
C  00 

4  00 

6  00 

6  00 
3  00 

5  00 

6  00 

3  00 

5  00 
20  00 

4  00 
3  00 

6  00 

8  00 
3  00 
6  00 

9  00 
6  00 
9  00 
3  00 
3  00 

8  00 
6  00 

6  00 
6  00 
6  00 

3  00 

10  00 

20  00 

8  00 

9  00 

60  00 

144  00 

72  00 

Ordinary  seaman 

60  00 

72  00 

do     

Thomas  Engles 

William  Howell 

60  00 

Ordinary  seaman 

do                      

do                     

Seaman 

do     . 

60  00 

James  Jeffers  .... 

48  00 

60  00 

72  00 

James  H.  Sansford 

48  00 

Joseph  Ward 

do     . . 

72  00 
72  00 

DISTRICT  OF    COLUMBIA 18. 

Williaw  Baker 

Ordinary  seaman 

Marine 

John  Brannan 

36  00 

John  Butler,  (lilack) 

Seaman 

60  00 

do 

72  00 

Michael  Conner 

36  00 

do    . 

09  00 

Sailiuo-master  . 

240  00 

Simon  Hillman 

Ordinary  seaman 

Private  "iii'irine 

John  Hawkins            

36  00 

Benjamin  Kcndriek 

CiMik 

William  .Me.Mullen 

John  iiead 

Burwell  S.  Randolph 

Richard  S.  Suter ... 

Marine 

Private  marine 

36  00 
36  Oo 

72  00 

114  00 

72  00 

William  Staunton 

Quartergunner 

John  Shinney 

Murine 

36  00 

96  00 
72  00 

72  00 

Tlionris  Owiiir-s 

Quartermaster 

Seaman 

Seaman 

John  Thompson 

SOUTH  CAROLINA 3. 

Jno.  Jacob  Hardy 

Peter  J.  R.  Staunton 

Carpenter's  yeoman 

Boatswain's  mate 

Marine 

Charles  Sheeter 

72  00 

GEORGIA— L 

James  Dennis 

onio — L 
John  Meigs 

Seaman 

120  00 

240  on 

LOUISIANA— 3. 

Robert  Spedden 

William  Whitney , 

96  00 

William  Wagner 

108  00 

1S29.J 
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Massachusetts 

Recapitulation. 

New  Hampshire 

'^ 

Khode  Island 

' 

Connecticut . .                                      ,., 

New  York 

135 

Now  Jcrsrv 

IVliiisvlvaiiia 

Dcinwaiv 

5 

74 

iMuryUind 

Virg-inia 

48 

District  of  Colu.ubia 

North  CaroliiKi 

18 

2 

Georo-ia 

3 

Ohio': ...............;:;:::;:::::;::: i 

Louisiana 

I, 

Total 



= 

Lid  ofjiengions  granted  to  widows  a 


d  orj^hans  of  officers,  seamen,  and  marii 
on  the  -^isf December,  1824. 


«'/to  died  in  public 


Rank  of  deceased. 


Annual 
pensions. 


lIASS.iCHUSETTS — 3T. 


Sally  Annis  . .  . 
Sarah  xVtkins.  . 
Hannah  Adams 


Mai-llia  flail 
ilan'iiah    Ua' 


Nahby  Phippen 

Eliza  Parker 

Charhitte  Passenger 

Nancy  Riggs 

Nancy  Sininionds  .  .  . 


Mai 


-  Stoi 


Mary  Trainer. .  . 
Hannah  Webb, . 
Margaret  Wyer. 
Abigail  Young  . 


NEW    HAMPSHIRE 4. 


Mary  G.  Christopher 

Abigail  C.  Fernald 

Lucy  Flagg 

Mary,  Nancy,  and  Caroline  Perkin 


do     .. 

Cook 

Ordinary. 


Am 
■In. 

Martin 

ill, a   Mnllc:i 

Eliy 
Eliy 

ab.'lh  M.-Kim 

Ciuarterguni 

do 
Sergeant  of  1 
Seaman  .  .  . . 
S.  coxswain 

Captain 

Seaman  . .  .  . 


do 
do 
do 


Seaman .  .  . 
Sailmaker . 
Seaman  .  .  . 


$6  00 

$72  00 

ti  00 

72  00 

6  00 

72  00 

6  00 

72  00 

9  00 

108  00 

9  00 

108  00 

6  00 

72  00 

20  00 

240  00 

8  331 

.      100  00 

20  00 

240  00 

3  00 

3(5  00 

9  00 

108  00 

9  00 

108  00 

6  00 

72  00 

6  00 

72  00 

6  00 

72  00 

9  00 

108  00 

5  00 

60  00 

6  00 

72  00 

20  00 

240  00 

10   00 

120  00 

9  00 

108  00 

6  00 

72  00 

9  00 

108  00 

9  00 

108  00 

5  00 

60  00 

6  00 

72  00 

9  00 

108  00 

30  00 

360  00 

6  00 

72  00 

6  00 

72  00 

6  00 

72  00 

6  00 

72  00 

3   00 

36  00 

5  00 

72  00 

10  00 

120  00 

6  00 

72  00 

G  00 

72  00 

6  00 

72  00 

14   00 

120   00 

5  00 

60  00 
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Lid  of  navy  pensioners — Continued. 


Rank  of  deceased. 


Monthly 
pensions. 


ONNECTICUT 2. 


irpenter's  mate.  , 


XF.W    YOKK- 


Mary  Allen 

Betsy  Blossom 

Elizabeth  Baldwin  . 

Belinda  Bowie 

Susannah  Brum. . . . 
Catharine  Badger . . 

Sarah  Carr 

Marn-aret  Cnnimiiii;-; 
Don'iUiyCM.per  .... 
ElizalK-th  Cuuiiiii-h; 
Mai 


Ellen  Dix 

Penelope  Benny 

Charlotte  Davis 

Catherine  Fury 

Mary  Griffin  

Phoebe  Hammcrsley  . . . 

Susannah  Longill 

Julia  M.  Lawri'iice  .  .  .  . 

Mary  Lewis 

Margaret  Navarr< 

Susan  L.  Osgood 

Mary  Olcutt 

Sarah  Place,  Cornelia  a 
Margaret  Parsells  . .  . . 
Catharine  Rassmussen. 

Phoebe  Reynolds 

Sarah  Sisson 

Sarah  Smith 

Elizabeth  Shubrick 

Elean. 


id  Gilbert  J.  Pla( 


Seaman 

Carpenter's  mate . 
Captain's  clerk . . . 
Sailing-master. . . . 

do 
Gunner's  mate  . . . 
Sailing-master. .  .  . 

Seaman 

do     

Gunner  

Quartermaster  . . . 

Surgeon  

Quartergunner  . . . 

Seaman 

Steward 

Surgeon  

Lieutenant  

Boatswain 

Captain 

Marine 

Sailmaker   

Sailing-master. . . . 

Steward 

Ordinary  seaman. 

Sailmaker 

Pilot 

Boatswain 

Sailing-master..  .  . 
Boatswain's  mate. 
Lieutenant 


Mary  Ann  Springe 

Sarah  Town 

Charlotte  Wares.  , 
Marvel  Wilcox  . . , 


Margaret  Arundel 

Hannah  Archbold 

Mary  Archbold 

Ann  Brown's  minor  child.. . 

Jane  A.  Blakely 

Nancy  Carlisle's  children.. . . 

Mary  Ann  Hill 

Sarah  Hill's  minor  children. 

Diana  Hardy 

Mary  Madding 

Maria  T.  Johnson 

Jane  Logue's  children 

Sarah  Matthews 

Eleanor  Munroe 

Ann  Midlen 

Martha  Rose 

Margaret  Rankin 

Elizabeth  Trouip 

Lydia  Vanhorn 

Mary  Wine 


Lieutenant 

Marine 

Commandant 

Carpenter's  mate  . 


MARYLAND 12. 


Mary  Allinson.  . .  . 
Harriet  Barney  .  . . 
Lavinia  M.  Edgar. 
Ruth  Gilbert 


Sailing-master 

Ordinary  seaman.  . 

do 

Seaman 

Captain 

Marine 

Quartergunner  .  .  .  . 
Ordinary  seaman   . 

da 

Quartermaster 

Carpenter's  mate. . 

Marine 

Quartergunner  . ,  . . 

Seaman 

Master's  mate  . . . . 

Seaman 

Ordinary  seaman. . 
Marir 


do   . 


Seaman.  , 


Master's  mate  . 

Captain 

Surgeon 

Seaman 


$G  00 
9  50 


6  00 
9  50 
12  50 
20  00 
20  00 
9  50 
20  00 
6  00 
6  00 
10  00 
9  00 
25  00 
9  00 
6  00 
9  00 
25  00 
20  00 
10  00 
50  00 
3  00 
10  00 
20  00 
9  00 

5  00 
10  00 
20  00 
10  00 
20  00 

9  50 
20  00 

6  00 
20  00 

3  00 
20  00 
9  50 


20  00 
5  00 

5  00 

6  00 
50  00 

3  00 
9  00 
5  00 

5  00 
9  00 
9  50 
3  00 
9  00 

6  00 
10  00 

6  00 

5  00 
3  00 
3  00 

6  00 


10  00 
50  00 
25  00 
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Lid  of  navy  pensioners — Continued. 


Kank  of  deceased. 


Sophia  Gardner.... 

Eliza  Graysun 

Sarah  Hopkins 

Elizabeth  .Marshall  . 
Elizabeth  Traimcll  . 
Mary  Van  Blake  .  .  . 
Susannah  Wc(l,t;v  .  . 
Margaret  Warner.  . 


DISTRICT    OF    COI.UM: 


Ellen  Beev( 
Eliza  Cat 


Sophia  Grei 
Susan  Hon]^ 
Eliza  Hall  . 
Susan  Hara 


Mai 

Chanty  Niehiils. 


Eleanor  Jane  Snow 

Isabella  R.  Searey 

Eliza  Tarbell 


Eliza  W.  Cocke 

Ann  Hardin 

Frances  M.  Lewis 


Mary  Neale 

Harriet  H.  Sanndei 


XOKTH    CAKOLIXA 1. 

Ann  I).  Collins 

SOUTH    CAROLINA 1. 

Mary  Roulain  Hatch 

KENTUCKY 1. 

Charlotte  A.  Holeomb 


Master  commandant  . 
Captain 


Boatsw 
Purser 


Sailingniaster 

Master  commandant.. 

Carpenter 

Lieutenant 


Lieutenant  . 
Captain  .  .  .  . 


Lieutenant  . 


Captain 

Lieutenant.. 

do 

do 


Carpenter's  mate. . 


30  00 

$360  00 

20  UO 

240  00 

()  00 

72  00 

9  00 

108  00 

3  00 

36  00 

10  00 

120  00 

9  00 

108  00 

20  00 

240  00 

10  00 
20  00 
20  00 

4  00 
20  00 
30  00 

5  00 
10  00 
20  00 

6  00 
20  00 
50  00 


20  00 
6  00 
30  00 
20  00 
20  00 
20  00 


120  00 

240  00 

240  00 

48  00 

240  00 

360  00 

60  00 

120  00 

240  00 

72  00 

240  00 

600  00 


240  00 
72  00 
360  00 
240  00 
240  00 
240  00 


0  00      108  00 


Becapitidation. 

Massachusetts 37 

New  Hampshire 4 

C(ujnecticut 2 

New  York 35 

Pennsylvania 20 

Maryland 12 

Dist'rirt  of  C,,lnmlna 12 

Virginia 6 

N,.rth('an,lii,a 1 

South  ( 'an.Hna 1 

Kentucky 1 

Total 131 
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20th  Congress.]  No.  391.  [2d  Sessio?j. 

ON    THE    POLICY    AND    OBJECTS    OF    THE    EXPLORING    EXPEDITION    TO    THE    PACIFIC 
OCEAN  AND  SOUTH  SEAS. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  SENATE  FEBRUARY  23,  1829. 

Mr.  Hayne,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  hill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, "to  provide  for  an  exploring  expedition  to  the  Pacific  ocean  and  South  seas,"  and  also 
the  message  of  the  President  on  the  same  subject,  reported: 

That  in  discharging  the  duty  assigned  to  them  1  y  the  Senate,  they  found  themselves  called  upon  to 
institute  an  inquiry  into  the  objects  of  the  contem-j;  ted  expedition — its  probable  cost — and  the  measures 
necessary  for  carrying  it  into  effect.  This  inquiry  seemed  to  be  the  more  indispensable,  inasmuch  as  the 
subject  of  an  exploring  expedition  had  never  been  brought  before  the  Senate  for  their  consideration,  nor 
had  it  received,  in  any  way,  their  sanction  or  countenance,  and  inasmuch  as  it  was  now  presented  with- 
out any  estimate  from  the  Navy  Department,  or  any  documents  calculated  to  afford  the  information 
necessary  to  enable  the  Senate  to  make  up  a  correct  opinion  upon  the  subject.  The  committee  were  well 
aware  that  the  shape  in  which  this  question  was  presented  to  them  seemed  to  imply  that  the  sanction  of 
the  government  had  been  already  given  to  the  expedition,  and  that  therefore  no  investigation  was  neces- 
sary beyond  the  adequacy  of  the  sum  proposed  to  be  appropriated  to  enable  the  vessels  to  be  sent  to  sea. 
The  President  had  communicated  to  Congress,  in  his  message  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  ses- 
sion, that  the  expedition  was  "nearly  ready  to  depart,"  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  had  also  reported 
that  vessels  had  been  prepared  for  the  purpose;  that  all  the  preliminary  measures  had  been  adopted;  and 
that,  to  cover  the  expenses,  "the  naval  appropriations  had  been  used  for  all  those  objects  which  came  within 
the  bill  of  appropriation,  as  pay,  subsistence,  instruments,  books,  &c.  The  committee  were  also  well  aware 
that  a  general  opinion  prevailed  throughout  the  country  that  the  measure  had  received  the  deliberate  sanc- 
tion of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  that  the  appropriation  of  the  sum  now  asked  for  was  therefore  consi- 
dered as  a  matter  of  course.  But  though  a  majority  of  the  committee  indulged  a  favorable  disposition 
towards  an  expedition,  limited  in  its  extent,  and  restricted  in  its  objects,  and  although  they  were  aware  that 
the  delay  necessarily  incident  to  a  thorough  examination  of  the  subject  in  all  its  bearings  might  not  meet 
the  wishes  of  those  who  had  taken  a  lively  interest  in  the  success  of  the  enterprise,  yet  they  believed  it  to  be 
their  duty  to  the  Senate  and  to  the  country  not  to  act  upon  the  subject  without  all  the  lights  which  the 
most  thorough  investigation  could  afford.  Even  taking  it  for  granted  that  an  exploring  expedition  might 
be  undertaken  by  the  United  States,  with  a  reasonable  prospect  of  favorable  results,  and  without  a 
departure  from  the  fundamental  principles  of  our  policy,  the  committee  was  still  of  opinion  that  it  was 
safer  to  delay  acting  upon  the  subject,  even  at  the  risk  of  postponing  the  expedition  for  another  year, 
than  to  be  hurried  into  a  decision  on  a  question  of  so  much  importance,  and  to  which  they  wei'e  now,  for 
the  first  time,  called  upon  to  give  their  deliberate  sanction.  The  committee  did  not  hesitate  therefore  to 
resort  to  the  proper  means  for  obtaining  full  information  on  all  the  points  deemed  by  them  important  to 
the  formation  of  an  enlightened  judgment.  Under  the  direction  of  the  committee,  the  chairman  accord- 
ingly addressed  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  calling  for  information  on  the  following  points: 

First.  The  expense  already  incurred  in  preparing  the  expedition. 

Second.  The  additional  amount  necessary  to  carry  it  into  effect. 

Third.  The  views  of  the  Department  as  to  the  particular  objects  of  the  expedition. 

From  the  answer  of  the  Secretary  (which  has  since  been  submitted  to  the  Senate,  and  printed  by 
their  order)  it  appeared  that  the  exploring  expedition  was  considered  by  the  Executive  as  already  suflB.- 
ciently  sanctioned  by  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  21st  May,  1828;*  that  these 
resolutions,  though  they  had  never  been  submitted  to  the  Senate,  were  regarded,  in  the  language  of  the 
Secretary,  "both  as  the  command  which  was  to  be  obeyed  and  the  authority  V7h.\c\i  would  justify  tlie 
expenditure  of  the  money,  which  might  be  found  necessary  to  comply  with  its  terms." 

That  the  proper  measures  had  therefore  been  adopted  for  carrying  the  expedition  into  effect,  though 
on  a  different  plan,  and  a  much  larger  and  more  expensive  scale  than  was  recommended  in  these  resolu- 
tions; and  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  plan  thus  adopted  by  the  Department,  the  appropriation  now 
called  for  was  deemed  necessary.  But  it  was  at  the  same  time  stated  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Department,  "should  no  further  direction  be  given  by  Congress,  and  no  appropriation  be  made,"  to  send 
out  the  sloop-of-war  Peacock  on  that  service. 

The  following  is  the  plan  of  the  expedition,  as  submitted  to  the  committee  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy: 

That  the  sloop-of-war  Peacock,  which  had  been  thoroughly  repaired  for  that  purpose,  should  be  sent 
out  under  skillful  naval  ofiScers  on  an  exploring  expedition;  that  she  should  be  accompanied  by  another 
"  well  appointed  vessel;"  and  also  "a  provision  ship;"  that,  in  addition  to  the  officers  of  the  navy,  there 
should  be  sent  out  with  the  expedition  a  scientific  corps,  to  consist  of  the  following  persons,  viz: 

First.  A  person  to  examine  and  report  upon  the  present  state  of  our  commerce  and  the  means  of  its 
extension  and  improvement  in  that  region. 

Second.  An  nstronomcr,  wlioso  nbsrrvntinns  should  not  only  fix  accurately  the  positions  of  all  places 
examined,  Imt  whn  slmll  lirin--  linnii.  invaliialilc  results  of  observations,  experiments,  &c.  To  him  the 
naval  iilliccrs  w.iiiM  lie  assislaiils  ami  riiniisli  all   necessary  aid. 

Tlrird.  A  naturalist,  with  (nic  dr  two  assistants,  and  one  or  two  good  draftsmen  and  surveyors.  These 
five  or  six  persons  would  be  all  that  would  be  required  in  addition  to  the  officers  of  the  vessel.  The  average 
compensation  of  these  five  or  six  persons,  to  be  chosen  from  civil  life,  is  estimated  at  about  $1,600,  some 
being  considerably  more  and  others  less  than  that  sum.     It  was  also  ascertained  by  the  committee,  from 

•  Resolved.  That  it  is  expedient  that  one  of  our  small  public  vessels  be  sent  to  the  Pacific  ocean  and  South  seas  to  examine  the 
coasts,  islands,  harbors,  shoals  and  reefs  in  those  seas,  and  to  ascertain  their  true  situation  and  description. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  send  one  of  our  small  public  ships  into  those  seas  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  that  he  be  requested  to  afford  such  facilities  as  may  be  within  the  reach  of  the  Navy  Department  to  attain  the  object  proposed, 
provided  it  can  be  effected  without  prejudice  to  the  general  interest  of  the  naval  service ;  and  provided  it  may  be  done  without  further 
appropriation  during  the  present  year.  ■ 
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other  sources,  that  two  pur^sers  were  to  go  out  with  the  expedition,  one  of  whom,  it  was  understood,  was 
to  act  as  hisloriograxjher. 

For  the  purpose  of  carrying-  this  phiii  into  effect,  the  foUowing  measures  had  been  adopted: 

Orders  were  given  tn  repair  t!ie  Pcacocli  for  the  expedition,  and  these  repairs  have  been  made. 
OfiScers  have  been  orilereil  i.i  h  .lii  lliemselves  in  readiness,  sufficient  in  number  and  slcill  for  the  vessel 
and  the  object.  Onlers  have  Keen  given  to  enlist  seamen  of  middle  age,  and  of  good  character;  and  an 
officer  has  been  scut  tu  Nuutucket  and  New  Bedford,  to  enlist  a  few  who  are  accustomed  to  whaling  and 
other  employments  in  the  Pacilic  l>irecti(nis  have  been  given  to  prepare  siieli  maihematicai  and 
astronomical  instruments  and  bonks  as  v.diilil  lie  required.  The  proper  ellieer  lias  heen  nnlered  to  pre- 
pare such  provisions,  &c.,  as  will  be  rei|nireil,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  iinivisiens.  An  agent  has  been 
sent  to  procure  the  best  and  safest  inr.uniatinn,  respecting  the  object  mentioned  in  the  resolution,  from 
our  fellow-citizens  in  the  east,  wlm  lia\-e  bad  most  experience  in  the  navigation  of  the  Pacific.  An 
arrangement  for  a  second  vessel  has  been  made  in  the  manner  and  to  the  effect  described  in  the  annual 
report  of  the  President.  No  apiiuintnients  in  the  proposed  scientific  corps  have  been  made,  but  the 
individuals,  who  loUl  be  sclr<-/r,I,  ]„,],]  tliemselves  in  readiness,  should  their  appointment  be  permitted.  The 
Department  is  ready  to  organize  ilie  \vliele  exiiedition,  the  moment  the  legislative  decision  is  known. 

That  the  following  expenses  lia.l  been  already  incurred: 

The  Peacock  had  been  ilinr.iHulily  repaired,  at  an  expense  which  could  iidt  b(^  stated,  because  the 
accounts  had  not  yet  been  re<-eiv((l.  A  second  vessel  had  been  conditienally  imreliased,  at  an  agreed 
price  of  $10,000.  ^Tho  expense  ot  M.mling  an  agent  to  the  east,  would  aninnnt',  proliabjy,  to  between  500 

and  $1,000.     Mathomatieal  iH.eks.  instiaunents,  &c.,  had  been  purchased  te  an  a unt   probably  of  about 

$2,000.  In  relatinn  to  tlie  a^Mitiomil  amounts  necessary  for  fitting  out  and  snppmting  the  expedition, 
the  letter  of  the  Seeietaiy  of  ilie  Na\y  did  not  afford  any  satisfactory  information.  The  expense  of 
purchasing  a  provision  sinp  was,  indeed,  put  down  at  $15,000.  No  information  was  aflbrded,  of  the 
expense  of  maintaining  these  tliree  \ cssels  at  sea,  because,  in  relation  to  the  Peacock,  an  estimate  of  the 
annual  support  of  sucli  a  vessel  •■  Imd  heretofore  beeii  repeatedly  communicated  to  Congress,"  though  it 
was  admitted  that  the  cost  of  sii|i|ioiting  her  "would,  in  this  instance,  be  greater  than  if  she  were 
cruising  on  a  cheap  station,  near  heme."  Of  the  cost  of  supporting  the  other  vessels,  no  estimate  was 
given,  except  that  it  was  stated  in  relation  to  one  of  tliem,  that  "  slie  w  add  be  ofBcered  and  manned  in 
the  usual  mode,  and  the  expense,  that  whieli  is  common  to  vessels  of  li.r  size."  "Two  years  and  a  half" 
was  assigned  by  the  Secretary  as  the  period  necessary  for  the  coniiiletion  of  the  expedition.  "  It  was 
believed  that  two  or  three  years,  steadily  employed,  would  accomplish  most  of  the  objects  of  the  expe- 
dition," and  that  "whether  another  should  be  sent  out  after  its  return,  would  depend  upon  the  result  of 
this,  and  might  well  be  left  to  the  future  for  decision." 

With  regard  to  "the  oliject  of  the  expedition,"  it  was  stated  to  be  "to  examine  the  coasts,  islands, 
harbors,  shoals,  and  reefs,  in  the  Pacific  ocean  and  South  seas,  to  asceilain  tlii'ir  true  situation  and 
description;"  and  it  was  stated  tliai.  in  making  these  examinations,  "coasts,  islands,  &c.,  both  known 
and  unknown,  would  fall  under  oLsi'ivalion,"  and  the  orders  would  be  "to  examini>  both  as  thoroughly 
as  circumstances  wonld  permit;"  '■  iliat  there  was  prohalily  in  the  soutlieiii  |iortion  of  the  Pacific  not 
less  than  two  hundred  islands,  hmIs  and  shoals,  wliicli  do  11, ,t  appear  on  any  chart,"  and  "to  discover  the 
true  situation  and  description  '>i'  n//  Ih, :■<,•,  as  widl  as  those  better  known,  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  object 
of  the  resolution."  Directions  were  also  to  be  .given  tor  procuring  inibrmation  of  "the  present  state  of 
our  commerce,  the  difficulties  and  dangers  to  which  it  is  subjected,  and  the  best  means  of  protecting  and 
enlarging  it,  and  any  other  information  which  might  fall  in  their  way,  and  which  would  be  profitable  to 
the  nation." 

That  these  examinations  were  to  be  made,  "  both  of  known  and  unknown  islands,  &c.,  in  part,  in  a 
high  southern  latitude,  and  the  instructions  would  be  to  find  and  describe  all  lohich  exist  there,  and  as  far 
to  the  south  as  circumstances  would  permit  them  safely  and  prudently  to  ,go." 

Looking  at  tiie  character  and  objects  of  the  expedition,  as  disclosed  in  the  Secretary's  letter,  the 
committee  could  not  fail  to  discovei-  that  an  explnring  exiiediiion  to  tlie  Pacific  ocean  and  South  seas  was 
considered,  by  the  Executive,  as  already  deteimiiM  d  on;  tliat  it  had  been  organized  even  in  its  minutest 
details,  and  that  measnres  for  carrying-  it  into  ellect  had  been  adopted,  involving  large  expenditures, 
which  had  been  drawn   IV<im   tlie  appiopiial ions  for  the  navy;  and  that  the  bill,  now  before  the  Senate, 

was  considired  necessaiv  rely  to  <-o\er  smdi  ailditional  expeilses  as   might  not  fall  under  any  general 

head  of  naval  ap]iropriations.  It  also  appealed  that  the  expedition,  which  it  was  proposed  to  send  out, 
was  one  that  must  be  extremelv  expensive;  and  that  as  a  single  exiiedition  would  n<it  accomplish  the 
object  in  view,  manv  others  of  tlie  like  kind  woul.l  heieal'ier  Invome  necssarv.  In  the  absence  of 
precise  statements  from  the  Naw  |),|.artment,  and  adopting  t!ie  rule  given  l.y  the  Secretary  himself,,  that 
the  expense  of  preparing  and  supporting  the  Peacock  and  the  two  other  vessels  would  be  the  same,  or 
even  greater  than  vessels  of  the  same  class  engaged  in  ordinary  naval  service,  it  was  manifest  that  the 
cost  of  rebuilding,  repairing  and  fitting  out  the  expedition,  added  to  the  expense  of  maintaining  it  for 
three  years,  would  be  very  considerable. 

The  cost  of  building  a  sloop-of-war  is  estimated,  in  a  report  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  on 
the  7th  January,  1824,  at $85,000  00 

And  the  expense  of  maintaining  such  a  vessel  for  one  year,  at  $61,086.50,  for  three 
years,  equal  to 183, 258  50 

Making,  for  fitting  out  and  maintaining  a  sloop-of-war  for  three  years $268,258  50 

Supposing  the  expense  of  procuring,  supporting  and  maintaining  the  two  other  ves- 
sels to  be  the  same  as  schooners  of  the  first  class,*  (and  the  committee  were  furiiislied  with 
no  other  data,)  the  expense  would  be,  according  to  official  estimates  of  the  expense  of  such 
vessels,  as  follows: 

Cost  of  two  vessels  ready  for  sea,  about  $25,000  each 50,000  00 

Annual  support  of  each,  $20,000  for  three  years 120,000  00 

Making  in  all $438,258  50 


•  The  actual  cost  of  the  schooner  Porpoise,  of  200  tons,   exclusive  of  her  guns,  has  been  ascertained  to  be  $28,873.91,  and  the 
expense  of  maintaining  such  a  vessel,  at  sea,  for  one  year,  $23,166.25. 
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What  deductions  were  to  be  made  from  this  estimate,  the  committee  had  no  means  of  determining-, 
l)ut  tliey  knew  that  considerable  additimis  wnuM  iiave  to  be  made  for  the  extraordinary  expenses  incident 
to  such  an  expedition;  and  judging  fiMm  the  iiiiiirrfect  data  before  them,  they  suppose  it  not  improbable 
that  the  whole  cost  of  this  expeditiim  wuuM  mu  lull  short  of  between  $400,000  and  $500,000. 

The  magnitude  of  this  amount  forced  upon  the  committee  the  conviction  that  the  subject  was  one 
altogether  of  too  much  importance  to  be  acted  upon  without  full  and  precise  information,  and  accurate 
estimates  of  the  whole  cost  of  an  expedition,  to  be  organized  in  the  manner  contemplated  by  the  Navy 
Department;  the  committee  considered  it  to  be  their  duty  to  the  Senate,  therefore,  not  only  to  bring  dis- 
tinctly to  their  view  the  precise  objects  of  the  expedition,  but  also  the  whole  expense,  as  nearly  as  the 
same  could  be  ascertained,  iu  order  that  their  decision  mi^ht  be  made  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  whole 
subject. 

Another  consideration,  still  more  important  in  the  view  of  the  committee,  was  connected  with  this 
question.  The  fact  that  an  expedition  of  such  an  extraordinary  character,  and  bearing  such  an  interesting 
relation  to  the  foreign  policy  of  this  country,  had  been  already  organized;  that  extensive  preparations 
had  been  made,  and  considerable  exjjenses  incurred  for  carrying  it  into  efiect,  when  the  subject  had  not, 
as  yet,  been  even  submitted  tn  the  Senate,  (one  of  the  co-ordinate  branches  of  the  legislature,)  for  its 
appropriate  action,  seemed  to  icinlcr  a  Imther  investigation  necessary.  The  chairman  of  the  committee 
was  therefore  directed  to  pr(>|.usc  i.)  the  Senate  the  following  resolution,  which  was  considered  and 
adopted,  viz: 

"  Mesolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  detailed  statement  of  the  expenses  incurred  in  fitting  out  and  preparing  an  expedition  for  exploring 
the  Pacific  ocean  and  South  seas,  together  with  the  additional  amounts  which  will  be  necessary  to  cover 
all  the  expenses  of  such  an  expedition;  and  that  he  be  also  requested  to  cause  to  be  submitted  a  detailed 
statement,  showing  the  several  amounts  transferred  from  the  different  heads  of  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  navy  to  this  object,  and  the  authority  by  which  such  transfers  have  been  made." 

In  answer  to  this  resolution,  a  message  has  been  received  from  the  President,  covering  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy;  in  both  of  which  it  is  stated,  in  general  terms,  that  "no  /raH.«/ers  have  been 
made  from  the  different  heads  of  appropriation  for  the  support  of  the  navy  to  this  object;"  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  also  furnished  estimates  and  statements,  intended  to  afford  the  information 
called  for  by  the  Senate.  The  documents  now  before  the  connnittee  present  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing points,  each  of  which  will  be  briefly  noticed,  viz: 

1.  The  character  and  probable  expense  of  the  expedition. 

2.  The  measures  whicli  have  Ixth  adoiited  for  carrying  it  into  effect. 
Fir^l.  The  character  and  .•xpcns,.  .,r   the  expedition: 

In  examining  the  t'haiadci-  d'  (he  pniposed  expedition,  the  committee  will  confine  their  views  to  the 
2}lan  net  forth  in  the  cummunications  of  ihe  Navy  Dejiartinent,  as  it  appears  that  the  passage  of  the  bill 
now  before  the  Senate  will  be  considered  as  -ivinij,-  the  sanction  of  Congress  to  that  plan;  the  naval 
oiBcers,  as  well  as  the  scientific  corps,  "holding;-  ihcmsclvcs  (as  we  are  informed,)  now  in  readiness,"  and 
the  Department  being  also  "ready  to  organize  the  whole  expedition  the  moment  the  legislative  decision 
is  known."  According  to  the  plan  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  it  appears  to  the  committee  that  the 
proposed  expedition  can  only  be  considered  as  the  first  of  a  series  of  explorations,  having  for  their  object 
the  examination  of  all  the  "known  islands"  &c.,  in  the  Pacific  ocean  and  South  seas,  and  the  discovery 
of  such  as  may  be  "unknown."  The  expedition  now  about  to  be  dispatched,  is  to  be  directed  towards 
the  south  pole;  which  it  is  designed  to  "  approach  as  neaily  as  einnmstances  will  permit,"  in  order  to 
examine,  in  the  language  of  the  Secretary,  "all  Umt  cnMs  tliiT,-y  The  attention  of  the  commander  of  the 
expedition,  as  well  as  of  the  scientific  corps  wliicli  is  to  aceoninany  it,  is  to  be  specially  directed  to  the 
survey  of  about  "two  hundred  islands,"  &c.,  of  the  exist. Miee  of  wlii.h  some  information  was  obtained 
by  the  Navy  Department,  from  the  agent  emi'lMve,!  under  its  .lireetinu  during  the  last  summer,  and 
which,  it  is  supposed,  are  not  to  be  found  on  any  cliari:  and  these  explorations,  it  is  to  be  presumed, 
must  be  continued  until  the  whole  Pacific  ocean  and  South  seas  shall  be  thoroughly  explored,  and  all  the 
"islands"  &c.,  which  exist  there,  accurately  sui\eyed  ami  examined. 

So  far  as  this  plan  embraces  what  may  be  propi  riy  regarded  as  a  voyage  of  discovery,  the  committee 
can  perceive  nothing  in  the  present  condition  ,,f  this  country  to  recommend  it  to  the  favor  of  Congress. 
With  immense  unsettled  and  unexploredj-egions  at  home,  they  should  consider  it  altogether  superfluous 
to  attempt  the  discovery  of  unknown  lands,  however  rich  they  may  be  in  resources,  however  inviting  to 
the  enterprise  of  individuals,  or  the  ambition  of  rulers.  Supposing  such  an  expedition  to  result  (as 
seems  to  be  confidently  expected  by  its  sanguine  advocates, )  in  the  discovery  of  countless  islands,  or 
even  of  new  continents — such  discovery  would,  in  the  estimation  of  the  committee,  be  of  no  substantial 
benefit  to  the  United  States;  but,  on  the  contrary,  would  be  fraught  with  the  most  serious  evils.  The 
honor  that  might  be  considered  as  properly  belonging  to  a  successful  enterprise  of  such  an  imposing 
character — the  spirit  of  adventure  to  which  it  would  give  rise  among  our  countrymen — the  visionary 
hopes  which  it  could  not  fail  to  excite,  and  the  emigrations  to  which  it  must  lead — would  all  combine  in 
urging  us  "to  plant  the  American  standard  on  the  .soil  discovered  by  American  enterprise;"  and  a  colony 
would  probably  be  soon  built  up,  in  a  distant  re-ion,  wliicli  could  only  be  defended  at  an  expense  not  to 
be  estimated,  and  which  could  not  be  taken  imder  the  luot.ction  of  the  Inited  Sates,  without  an  aban- 
donment of  the  fundamental  principles  of  our  policy,  and  a  depaiture  liem  those  wise  and  prudent  max- 
ims which  have  hitherto  restrained  us  from  forming  nuiiecessary  connections  abroad. 

The  committee  fei  I  no  hesitation,  therefore,  in  unequivocally  expressing  their  opinion,  that  no  expe- 
dition ought  to  receive  the  sanction  of  this  government,  the  object  of  which  may  be,  either  to  approach 
the  south  pole  as  "near  as  circumstances  will  permit,"  or  to  discover  "unknown  lands;"  whether  such 
lands  are  to  be  sought  for  (according  to  the  opinions  of  the  earliest  projectors  of  such  an  enterprise) 
within  the  opening  which  they  have  confidently  asserted  "to  exist  there,"  or  anywhere  else  in  the  vast 
expanse  of  the  Pacific  ocean  and  South  seas;  the  thorough  examination  of  which,  for  such  purposes, 
would  certainly  constitute  a  permanent  charge  on  the  treasury  of  several  hundred  thousand  dollars  per 
annum. 

Supposing  the  object  of  the  expedition  to  be  restricted  to  the  examination  and  survey  of  the  "two 
hundred  islands,"  &c.,  mentioned  by  the  Secretary,  it  appears  to  a  portion  of  the  committee  that  the  work 
to  be  performed  would  still  be  of  so  great  extent,  that  there  would  be  no  reasonable  prospect  of  its  being 
speedily  accomplished,  and  that  no  probable  advantage  to  result  to  the  United  States  would,  in  any 
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adequate  degree,  compn: -a.   I  i  tli.   s,   ,  iiil.l   n,  i.,,,,    ^\I,i,  l,  1,,,,^    im  Mt  iMa  i  \l-  i)lace 

in  tlie  prosecution  oi   mi   'i      n   (  i  i    i  i  i      ^m^    v      .  \    n   ,  i    tl,  ,^|  ,,,  |^    „  ,1,1, |     ,„  ^1,^ 

opinion  of  the  committt  I     1    n   nm      i  uiln   |ii,    m    i,^   -u.  ,  (    ,\      (  \|h  duioiis 

Theymuchdonbt  ^^l,   I  „      .,1  1  iiu,  _  ,  ,     „    „u,l,iii     1    ■  nml  ,^,  a  unde.  the  duection  of 

the  Navy  Depai  limn,  Im  ,.,,_!,  s  ,.  ,„  1,  ,  ,11  ,1111,  inlnin,_,i,  tli,  ml  .imation  to  be  denved  tioin 
the  whalemen  ot    \iiiiu(k   t    \\  ul.I  n  .1  1m     ,    1     t  mui  ni.li  h  it.  1    ^u  ,1. -,  t   1  1  he  navigation  of  those  ^. as 

than  could  prol>alii\    Ik      ill    1  I    1    li\     ui   (  \pl 1^    (xpiditKni   in   a  oui-m    oI   tluce  ^eais      The  niakui"'- 

Bcientific  survey  s  ot  ,  ust.  1,  ,il.,,i-,,  \<- ,  is  a  u.nk  ot  time,  andean  only  be  w .  11  ju  ,  l.„  ,11.  d  l.\  uhireis 
who  proceed  with  th'  iiim  st  (  ue,  caution,  and  deliberation.  A  survey  of  the  s(  i  ,  ,  i^t  nl  the  United 
States  was  commi  ik  (  1  m  i  i\  y  ais  a<;(),  undei  the  most  favorable  auspices,  ami  iImhi^Ii  mm  h  time  lias 
been  devoted  tn  It  1 1\  I'l  ,  ii>  .»(  tnp  (_;i  ipjncal  engineers,  and  others,  it  siiH  u  m  ii]i-,"iiiiini]sli(  ,1  It\^ 
known  to  the  cnmni lit.  11  i'  llu  (  \  iniin  idon  of  a  single  harbor  has  omipii  d  1  sm  \ ,  m,,^  |,  iitv  fm  near 
two  years;  and  si,  _  I  n  1  1-  I  < ,  n  th,  m  umtnde  and  difficulty  of  these  iiu  1  iiikm,-,  m  m  iln  sui\(.yof 
the  sea  CO  st  has  ,|  1  1  _m  i  •,  h,  (  n  il  iml  mi  d  Six  years  ago  an  act  w  as  p  is~,(  ,1  i|,[,i  .pnatui'  $50^000 
for  "the  suive\  u!  tli,  u  mk  >  id  -m  h  mids  and  canals  as  were  deemed  by  the  Piesident  o?  national 
importance,"  an  1  tli  ai.li  lli  -  im  ijipi  ,pii  iii.m  has  been  annually  made  ever  since,  very  little  progress 
has  been  made  tdw  uds  tli  c  1  m]d(  tinn  ,,|  ih,  work,  notwithstanding  a  large  corps  of  civil  and  military 
engineeis  Ikuc  h  (  n  (  msinilK  ml  is^idu  „i^K  omployod  m  it,  ^\  ith  all  the  .id\  aid  ij,(  s  to  be  deuved 
fromcaii_Miu  'Utlui  n].  iiti  us  n  li  im  uml.  1  th.  i\<  .1  1I1,  _;i\.inmMil  md  iidTd  K\  the  zc  alous 
co-opeiatmii  ol  til.  11  I.  II  u  Mil/  lis  It  ippi  n  s  to  a  p  ,i  timi  ,,1  tlu>  <  immiit.  ,  tli,i<lm.  tli  it  in  the 
present  (  m  l,n  nm  I  1I1  i  inn  d  ^t  ili  s  ^hd.  tliemt.  imi  ,,1  ,,111  n^^  n  cminti.)  is  v  t  nm  \ploied— while 
thechails  I  mu  mmtiim  liuitiei  aie  impel  feet — while  the  islands,  shoals,  reeih,  &c  ,  along  our  own 
coasts  h  i\i  m  I  1  .  11  1.  .  ill  IK  i\  surveyed  and  examined — while  the  northwest  coast,  and  especially  the 
mouth  oi  till  (  111!  il  .  I  iiM  I  leinaiu  almost  unknown— it  is  altogether  premature  on  the  part  of  the 
American  (TO\eiuimnt  to  enter  upon  the  exploration  of  the  Pacitic  ocean  and  South  seas,  or  even  to 
attempt  to  survey  all  tiie  islands,  &c.,  which  may  exist  there. 

However  desirable  it  may  be  "  to  open  new  sources  to  our  commerce,"  or  to  give  greater  security  to 
those  who  navigate  those  seas,  the  committee  cannot  perceive  why  those  objects  should  be  deemed  of 
more  value  than  "  to  open  new  sources  "  to  agriculture,  or  to  give  security  to  those  who  may  be  engaged 
in  other  branches  of  industry — objects  which  may  be  safely  left  to  the  enterprise  of  individuals,  which 
with  an  instinctive  sagacity  that  puts  to  shame  the  assumed  wisdom  of  governments,  is  invariably 
directed  to  the  pursuits  most  profitable  to  themselves,  and  most  tn  the  widl'arc  and  lioimr  of  the  country. 
A  majority  of  th,-  i-oinmitlco,  however,  though  they  concur  gemrallv  in  these  \  jews,  are  imdineil  to 
believe  that  an  ex|ieditiun,  mi  a  small  scale,  and  strictly  confined  In  the  examinatien  ami  survey  of  the 
islands,  reel's,  and  shoals  whirli  lie  in  the  track  of  our  vessels  enga-ed  111  the  whale  and  other  iishcries 
in  the  South  seas,  would  amply  remunerate  the  expense  which  should  be  incurred  in  its  prosecution,  and 
they  have  accordindly  directed  the  chairman  to  report  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  having  this  object  in 
view. 

In  calculating  the  probable  expense  of  an  expedition,  organized  in  the  manner  proposed  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  the  committee  will,  in  the  first  place,  refer  to  the  estimate  submitted  by  the 
Secretary  himself.  The  following  is  the  statement,  taken  from  the  report  which  accompanies  the  late 
message  of  the  President: 

Estimate  from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Cost  of  fitting  out  the  Peacock.    (See  the  Secretary's  report,  paper  C.) 

Whole  amount  of  materials $52,379  97 

Whole  amount  of  labor 29,410  25 

$81,790  22 

Deduct  value  of  articles  returned  into  store IT, O6O  69 

$64,729  53 
Deduct  guns,  estimated  at 4, 008  00 

$60,729  53 
Cost  of  purchasing  and  fitting  out  "  the  second  vessel,"  and  the  store  ship,  and  additional 

expenses,   (see  report,  paper  G,) 42,059  21 

Whole  expense  of  preparing  the  expedition $102,  780  74 

Expense  for  supporting  the  expedition  for  one  year,  $88,892.75.     For  two  years,  the  Secre- 
tary's estimate,  (see  report,  paper  H,) 177, 785  24 

$280,565  24 
Add  for  the  third  year 88,892  75 

Making  the  whole  expense  of  fitting  out  and  maintaining' an  exploring  expedition  for  three 

years $369,457  99 


It  appears  to  the  committee  that  three  years,  instead  of  two,  ought  to  be  allowed  for  the  completion 
of  the  expedition.  Vessels  sent  on  ordinary  cruises  in  the  Pacific  are  usually  employed  for  that  period; 
and  from  the  nature  of  this  expedition,  it  will  not  probably  return  to  the  United  States  in  less  than  three 
years. 

This  appears  to  have  been  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  himself,  as  disclosed  in  his  letter  to  the 
chairman,  in  which  he  saj^s,  that  the  expedition  will  be  completed  in  "between  two  and  three  years." 
But  the  committee  are  further  inclined  to  think  that  the  Secretary's  estimate  is  in  some  other  respects  too 
low,  and  that  a  cautious  and  provident  foresight  would  require  a  more  liberal  allowance  for  the  extraordi- 
nary expenses  of  a  new  and  untried  enterprise.  The  second  vessel,  for  instance,  is  put  down  at  $10,000, 
being  her  first  cost,  without  including  the  repairs  which  will  be  indispensable  to  convert  her  from  an  ordi- 
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nary  merchant  ship  into 
Tho  number  o{  able  ^t'uinr 
number  of  such  seauiin 
items  which  seem  to  ihr 
extra  expenses  incideni 


Pljointcd  vessel,"  to  be  engaged  in  a  peculiar  and  hazardous  service. 
Iil.iycd  ill  tin-  tlirce  ships  is  estimated  at  only  thirty-three,  while  the 
[.Iwycd  ill  a  siiiulr  sl(»ip-of-war  is  sixty-two.  There  are  many  other 
Im  1-c  (jsiiiiiati  d  tun  l(,w,  and  making  reasonable  allowances  for  the 
uttee  should  not  be  disposed  to  put  down  the 


whole  cost  of  this  expedition,  sujiposing  it  to  continue  for  tln-ee  years,  at  less  than  four  hundred  thousand 
dollars.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  however,  suggests  that  the  repairs  of  the  Peacock,  as  well  as  the 
expense  of  supporting  her  at  sea,  cannot  properly  be  considered  as  chargeable  to  this  expedition, 
inasmuch  as  she  would  '  '        '  '  •.-...         .>  .     •  -•  •  — 

committee,  however,  c 
suppose  that  the  Peac 

tliat 


if  not  sent  out  on  the  exploring  expedition.  The 
less  of  this  view  of  tlie  subject,  because  they  cannot 
ar  could  be  rebuilt  i    " 


Illy 


icludf, 


The  Peacock,  therefor 
Indies,  or  anywhere  els'e,  unh 
she  shall  be  detached  on 
other  vessel.     The  Pcacni 
year  by  no  nuaus   \,v<,\r> 
without  any 


xploi 


which  our  ships  are  employed 
licretofore,  induced  to  believe, 
(111  during  the  year,  none  were 
lit  established  stations  abroad, 
•tainly  not  be  sent  to  the  West 


ing  expedition,  w 
her  services  be  necessary  there;  and  if,  notwithstanding  such  necessity, 
separate  and  distant  service,  her  place  must  of  course  be  supplied  by  some 

haviii^;-  been    included   as  one   of  tli(> slonps-of-war  estimated  for  last 

hal   she  would  have  Imcii   iciuiirrd  and  I'liiphiycd  during  the  present  year, 
rxuliiiiii-'  cxiirditioii,  i lias: ii iirli  as  it  is  uiidcrstixid  that  she  was  included  in 


;|iodition  into  effect, 
sidciit  on  this  subject,  it  appears 
as  sanctioned  by  the  authority  of 
iii/.ed  to  apply  the  appropriations 
M  repaired,  at  an  expenditure  of 
pairs  of  vessels  in  ordinary,")  an 
pair  of  a  sloop-of-war  destined  for 


the  estimates  nl'  the  preceilinu-  yi-ais,  and  yet  she  was  nut  repaired  (ir  put  in  cmnmission,  simply,  it  is 
presumed,  btTau>.'  her  ser\-iees  wiic  imt  luiind  \n  he  neeessary.  In  any  view  of  the  subject,  however,  it 
appears  to  tin'  enniniittee  tliat  the  till:' eusi  el'  t he  e.\| ledition,  to  the  United  States,  must  be  the  whole 
expense  of  pi-cjiaidi,/  llw  ivwc/s  /'„r  .«v.  and  stipjioitiinj  lltrm  while  there,  and  that,  to  consider  the  expense 
as  consisting  merely  of  the  additional  cost  of  sucli  an  expedition  over  an  ordinary  cruise,  is  a  view  of  the 
subject  altogether  erroneous.  By  the  same  reasoning  it  may  be  made  to  appear  that  if,  instead  of  pur- 
chasing vessels,  we  should  build  them  at  our  own  navy  yards,  and  fit  them  out  and  support  them  in  the 
usual  way,  that  the  expedition  would  not  cost  the  United  States  a  single  cent.  The  committee  will  admit, 
however,  that  so  far  as  a  vessel  enipleyed  at  any  jiarticuiar  eniisiiig  station  may  be  temporarily  detached, 
without  interfering  with  her  drdinary  duties  as  a  eiiiisiu-- ship,  this  view  of  the  subject  maybe  supported; 
but  it  is  wholly  untenable  wlieii  ap]ilied  in  an  (■xpediiioii  entirely  out  of  the  course  of  ordinary  service, 
and  in  im  way  eoiineeled  with  the  pinteeiii m  ut  unv  cotiimerce  from  the  aggression  of  foreign  powers. 
Tlie  (|iiestien  ,.r  the  true  pinhahle  expense  of  siieli  an  expedition  as  that  in  the  contemplation  of  the 
Navv  i)epariiiient,  is,  Imwever,  one  en  which  anv  member  of  the  Senate  can  make  his  own  calculations 
on  tlic  data  new  aff-rded  by  the  ducuuieuts  sulmiitted. 

Second.  The  measures  which  have  been  adopted  for  earryi 

From  the  documents  which  accompany  the  late  m.ssaue  ( 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  considered  the  expioiiu--  e> 
the  House  of  Representatives,  and  lias  therefore  eomvived  hiin 
made  for  the  navy  to  this  ohjeet,  Tlie  Peaeoek  lias  accordi 
$81,790.22,  (drawn  from  tli<'  funds  appropiated  by  ('on-aess  I'o 
amount  which  most  assuredly  could  iiut  liave  been  necessary  1 
any  ordinary  service. 

Frovifiions,  peculiarly  adapted  to  this  service,  have  been  ordered,  (and,  as  the  committee  understand, 
been  purchased,)  at  an  expense  of  about  three  thousand  dollars,  drawn  from  the  appropriations  for  "pro- 
visions" for  the  navy. 

A  special  agent  has  been  employed,  to  collect  information  for  the  guidance  of  this  expedition 
"respecting  the  objects  to  be  examined,"  at  an  expense  of  $1,116,  which  has  been  charged  to  the  "con- 
tingent expenses"  of  the  navy. 

Seamen  and  others,  peculiarly  fitted  for  this  particular  service,  have  been  engaged,  and,  in  short, 
every  measure  has  been  adopted  deemed  necessary  for  the  preparation  of  the  expedition,  and  the  Secre- 
tary has  believed  himself  to  be  authorized  to  use  the  money  necessary  for  these  purposes.  Before  the 
explanations  here  received  were  furnished,  it  did  not  seem  to  the  committee  to  be  susceptible  of  doubt 
or  controversy,  that  in  preparing  an  exploring  expedition  of  the  character  of  that  now  under  considera- 
tion, where  no  appropriation  had  been  made  for  such  an  object,  the  necessary  expenses  could  only  have 
been  discharged  by  "a  transfer  of  appropriations."  It  appeared  from  the  message  of  the  President,  as 
well  as  the  report  of  the  Secretary  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  that  the  expedition  was  considered  as 
having  already  received  a  legal  sanction,  and  that  all  preparatory  measures  had  been  adopted;  and  it 
was  expressly  stated  by  the  Secretary  that  a  sufficient  authority  was  conceived  to  be  derived  from  this 
source,  to  "justify  the  expenditure  of  the  money." 

Believing  that  the  resolution  n  lied  on  afforded  no  authority  for  fitting  out  an  exploring  expedition, 
or  for  applying  a  cent  of  the  piihlie  money  towards  any  such  object,  the  committe  had  no  hesitation  in 
coming  to  the  conclusion,  from  tlie  statement  of  the  Secretary  himself,  that  there  had  been  to  some  extent 
at  least  (though  to  what  extent  was  unknown  to  them)  an  unauthorized  application  of  the  public  funds, 
and  after  a  careful  examination  of  the  documents  since  snlnniiied,  they  are  confirmed  in  the  opinion. 
They  believe  it  to  be  susceptible  of  the  clearest  proof,  and  conseipieutly  that  the  President,  i 
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The  substantial  objection  to  the   proceedir 


en  they  say  that  "no  transfers,  from  the  different  heads  of  appropriation 
s  object,  have  been  made."  If,  by  the  "transfer  of  appropriations,"  it 
las  been  drawn  from  one  head  of  appropriation,  and  applied  to  another, 
appropriated  for  "repairs,"  have  been  apjilied  to  "provisions.")  then 
no  such  transfers  have  been  made  in  this  case;  hui,  if  the  applieation  of 
pose  to  another  and  a  different  purpose;  il'  the  applieation  of  money 
provisions,"  &c.,  of  the  navy,  towards  an  e.rplDrimj  crpcilllioii  not  sanc- 
iiiey  .appropriated  for  the  "contingent  expenses  of  tiie  navy,"  towards 
inploycl  in  collecting  information  for  an  exploring  expedition,  are  to  be 
opriatioiis,"  then  such  transfers  have  certainly  been  made.  But  the 
riticisms,  nor  to  take  a  merely  technical  view  of  this  matter. 


irises   out   of  the  fact   that,  without   any  lawful   sanction 
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having  been  given  by  C<.n--ivss  to  an  i'xi)!iniiin-  expedition  of  any  description,  and  without  the  appro- 
jiriation  of  a  single  dollar  t^  any  sn.li  nlijrit,  such  an  expedition  has  been  organized,  and  an  unlimited 
discretion  has  been  used  in  an|ilvin,u- lln'  pulilic  money  towards  it,  just  as  if  the  bill  which  failed  last 
year,  and  is  now  again  bcr.>iv  ( ',.n-ivs>,  had  arlnally  passed  both  Houses,  bc^en  approved  by  the  President, 
and  become  a  law.  Neitlur  lin'  aiiinnni  aiiiilird  to  ilns  object,  nor  the  motives  which  may  have  produced 
the  application,  form  anv  part  of  the  (onsal.Tatii.iis  which  have  caused  the  committee  to  express  their 
decided  disapprobation  of  a  proceeding  which  they  believe  to  be  of  dan^-erous  tendency,  and  at  variance 
with  the  principles  which  ought  to  control  the  appropriation  and  expcndiluiv  of  the  piiblic  money.  Nor 
does  it  make  any  diiference  in  principle,  that  a  large  portion  of  these  expeniliinres  has  been  made  on 
objects  which  may  hereafter  be  converted  to  the  use  of  the  navy,  shonid  ilie  expediii.in  not  receive  the 
sanction  of  Congress.  But  it  is  not  denied  that  a  portion  of  these  expenditun's  has  been  applied  to 
objects  not  necessary  for  thi'  ordinary  seiviee  of  the  navy,  and  wholly  inapplieabh'  lo  that  service.  The 
Peacock  lias  been  fitted  out  in  a  manner  ibli'erent  from,  and  at  a  cost  greatly  beyond,  what  would  have 
been  necessary  in  preparing  iier  lor  an  ordinary  cruise.  We  are  expressly  inf  inu<'d  that,  among  other 
things,  a  "temporary  spar  deck"  has  been  provided,  at  ar)  expense  of  $1,943.21,  which  will  have  to  be 
removed  before  she  can  again  be  used  as  a  cruising  ship.  The  compensation  of  the  agent,  and  many  other 
expenses,  (some  of  which  are  given  by  the  Secretary  in  paper  D,  amounting  to  $5,059.21,)  are  clearly  of 
this  character;  and  it  appe'ars  to  the  committee  that,  whether  the  amount  expended  without  authority 
be  great  or  small,  the  proceeding  is  equally  objectionable  in  principle,  and  equally  sustains  the  view 
they  have  heretofore  taken  of  this  subject.  The  committee  forbear  to  press  this  branch  of  the  subject 
further. 

The  only  remaining  part,  lo  whieh  they  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate,  is  the  authority  under 
which  the  Navy  Department  has  jnoereded  in  preparing  and  organizing  the  expedition.  The  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  refers  to  a  resolution  of  tlie  House  of  Piepresentatives,  of  the  21st  May,  1828,  and  relies 
upon  it  as  "the  command  to  be  obeyed"  and  "the  authority  to  justify  the  expenditure  of  the  money," 
&c.  Before  this  resolution  was  adopted,  viz:  on  the  25th  March,  1828,  a  bill  had  been  reported  by  the 
Naval  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  authorizing  the  President  to  prepare  and  send  out  an 
exploring  expedition,  and  appropriating  $50,000  for  that  object.  This  bill,  for  some  cause  unknown  to 
your  committee,  not  having  been  acted  on  by  the  House,  the  resolution  above  mentioned  was  proposed 
and  adopted,  a  day  or  two  only  before  the  close  of  the  session,  but  it  was  not  sent  to  the  Senate,  nor 
presented  to  the  President  for  his  approbation. 

The  failure  of  the  bill  which  had  been  introduced  for  the  express  purpose  of  giving  the  sanction  of 
the  legislature  to  an  expedition  (justly  considered  to  involve  high  considerations  of  public  policy)  obvi- 
ously put  an  end,  for  that  session  at  least,  to  the  whole  scheme;  nor  will  any  one  pretend  that  a  simple 
resolution,  adopted  by  one  branch  of  the  legislature,  could  give  a  lawful  sanction  to  any  object  depending 
on  the  legislative  will,  much  less  that  it  could  justify  the  use  of  the  public  money  for  carrying  it  into 
effect.  The  7th  section  of  the  1st  article  of  the  Constitution  is  perfectly  explicit  on  this  subject,  and 
requires  the  same  sanctions  to  every  "  order,  resolution,  or  vote"  of  the  two  Houses,  which  are  requisite 
to  give  validity  to  the  most  important  laws.  In  both  cases  they  must  be  agreed  to  by  the  Senate  and 
House  of  iJepn-seiitaiiva  s,  be  presented  lo  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  be  approved  of  by 
him,  before  lliey  ean  take  elfeet.  'I'he  only  known  exception  to  this  rule  is  in  favor  of  oixlers  or  resolu- 
tions which  concern  the  separ.ite  action  of  each  House,  and  which,  like  the  rules  of  its  own  proceeding, 
do  not  require  the  sanction  of  the  other.  But  when,  as  in  the  case  before  us,  the  question  was  one 
involving  delicate  and  interesting  considerations  of  national  policy,  requiring  large  expenditures  of  money, 
it  is  too  obvious  to  admit  of  argument,  or  to  need  illustration,  that  such  a  resolution  could  have  no  bind- 
ing force  or  efficacy  whatever.  This  eomniillee  will  not  enlarge  on  the  inipnrtance  i.if  })reserving  to  each 
branch  of  the  national  legislature,  as  well  as  to  the  Executive,  all  the  powers  coufiared  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, in  order  to  enable  them  to  serve  as  cheeks  upon  each  other.  They  know  nf  mi  practice  that  would 
be  more  mischievous  in  its  effects  than  that  either  branch  of  Cong-ress  should  be  induced  to  avoid  the 
delay  and  difficulty  of  passing  laws  on  important  subjects,  by  substituting  the  resolutions  of  one  House; 
a  practice  that  would  become  extremely  dangerous,  if  such  resolutions  should  ever  come  to  be  considered 
as  affording  a  warrant  to  executive  officers  to  apply  the  public  money  to  the  purposes  designated  by 
such  resolutions.  The  conmiittee  deem  it  unnecessary,  on  the  present  occasion,  to  do  more  than  merely 
to  bring  this  subject  to  the  notice  of  the  Si-nate.  They  have  no  reason  to  doubt  that,  in  adopting  the 
resolution  of  the' House  (jf  Piepresentalives,  in  relation  to  an  exploring  expedition,  as  an  authority  for  his 
acts,  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Navy  believed  hiinself  to  be  fully  justified  by  the  resolution  itself,  and  that  he 
was  actuated  by  an  ardent  desire  to  promote  .an  enterprise  which  he  supposed  would  be  conducive  to 
the  welfare  and  honor  of  the  country.  And  ihe  eonimittee  are  well  satisfied  that  this  expression  of  a 
different  opinion  on  their  part,  calling  the  alli'niion  of  Congress  and  the  Departments  to  this  subject, 
will  be  sufficient  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  any  similar  transaction. 


Estimate  of  the  cost  of  constructing  and  completing  a  temporary  spar  deck,  to  connect  the  poop  and  forecastle 
decks  of  the  United  States  sloop-of-war  Peacock,  repaired  at  the  United  States  Navy  yard,  New  York,  in 
1828,  including  the  cost  of  all  extra  work  arising  from  the  same. 

Labor $1 ,  038  15 

Materials 904  46 


Respectfully  submitted. 

S.  HART,  .V.  C. 
J,  Chauncey,'  United  States  Nacy  Yard,  New  York,  January  30,  1829. 
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C. 

Rmort  iihowing  the  cost  of  the  materials  and  labor  of  every  description,  used  in  repairing  the  United  States 
ship  Peacock,  at  the  Unilrd  States  Navy  yard,  New  York. 

Whole  amount  of  materials $.52, 379  97 

Whole  amount  of   labor 29,410  25 

$81,790  21 

Deduct — 
Amount  of  materials  and  labor  in  making  temporary  sp  :r  deck,  per  constructor's 

estimate,  marked  B $1,943  21 

Amount  of  articles  returned  into  store,  viz: 

In  master's  department $2 , 1 6.5  24 

In  sailmaker's  department 2,313  11 

In  boatswain's  department 516  7(5 

In  carpenter's  department 168  30 

In  gunner's  department 3,814  85 

Old  copper 1,275  60 

Ten  gun  carriages 590  00 

One  boat «0  00 

10,923  86 

Materials  for  spar  sails $3,011   61 

Labor  on  spar  sails 5.S2  01 

4,193  62 

17,060  69 

Amount  properly  chargeable  to  repairs  of  United  States  ship  Peacock $64 ,729  53 

The  cost  of  six  medium  eighteen-pounder  cannon  and  carriages,  now  on  board,  is  included  in  the 
above  report;  and  she  has  not  been  credited  for  her  original  armament,  twenty  thirty-two-pounder  carron- 
ades,  and  two  long  twelve-pounders  with  carriages,  which  are  in  the  yard  reserved  for  her  future  use. 
Estimated  worth  $4,008. 

TUNIS  CRAVEN. 

Commodore  Isaac  Chauncey,  Commandant  United  States  Navy  Yard  and  Station,  New  York. 

United  States  Navy  Yard,  New  York,  January  31,  1829. 


D. 
Expense  incurred  in  fitting  out  the  Peacock  for  the  exploring  expedition. 

1.  Extra  expenditure  in  the  repairs  of  the  Peacock,  (paper  C) $1 ,  943  51 

2.  Compensation  to  agent 1,116  00 

8.  Cost  of  mathematical  and  astronomical  instruments,  estimated  at 2,000  00 


Estimate  of  expense  ichich  uill  jorobably  be  incurred  in  fitting  out  the  Peacock. 

1.  Amount  already  incurred,  (D) $5, 059  21 

2.  Extra  provisions 3 ,  000  00 

3.  Books,  maps,  &c 1,000  00 

4.  Contingencies 2,000  00 

$11,059  21 


XoTE. — The  expenses  of  persons  other  than  naval  officers  is  included  in  the  estimate  of  annual  ex- 
pense of  supporting  the  vessel. 


G. 

Estimate  of  expense  of  fitting  out  two  vessels,  ivith  a  store  s/ijp. 

1.  Aniuu.it  (,r  paper  E $11 ,  059  21 

2.  Cnsl  of  s.cuiiil  sliii, 10,000  00 

3.  Cost  nl'stni-,.  sliip 15,000  00 

4.  Addiliouul  iusii-uiiieiits,  books,  &c 3,000  00 

5.  Contingencies 3,000  00 

$42,059  21 

Note. — The  scientific  corps  is  estimated   in   the  annual  expense,  the  paj'  not 
vessels  are  put  in  commission. 
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H. 

Estimate  of  the  annual  expense  of  supporting   the  Peacock  and   two  other   vessels  while  on  an  explorinq 

expedition. 

1.  Expense  of  the  Peacock $39, 124  00 

2.  Expense  of  second  vessel \i  3(35  'J5 

3.  Expense  of  tliiid  vessel 11,813  00 

4.  Pay  to  scientific  corps 10 'oOO  00 

5.  Contingencies 10,000  00 


$88,892 


20th  Co.vgress.]  No.    392.  [2d  Session. 

ON  THE  CONDITIONS  FOR  ALLOWING  PENSIONS  OUT  OF  THE  NAVY  PENSION  FUND. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    MARCH    2,   1829. 

Mr.  Hoffman,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  vphom  petitions  from  widows,  &c.,  had  been 
referred,  rejiorted : 

That  they  have  examined  the  cases  referred  to  them  of  widows  claiming-  to  be  placed  on  the  roll  of 
navy  pensioners. 

The  committee  have  made  use  of  every  reasonable  exertion  to  ascertain  the  past  progress  of  the  navy 
pension  fund,  and  the  practical  operation  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1811,  which  provided  pensions  in  these 
several  cases;  but  principally  from  the  illness  of  the  Secretai-y  ol'  the  Navy,  ami,  in  part,  tVom  tlie  difficulty 
in  making  out  the  desired  statements  on  the  subject  of  tiic  IhipI  and  tin'  iiciisinns  diar-rd  mi  it,  that  in- 
formation is  not  yet  obtained.     But  the  committee  are  onal.lcil  1,,  make  the  fnlluwini;-  .statcincuts: 

The  classes  of  cases  referred  to  the  cdnimittee  have  he.'ii  i,i-..vi.l.Ml  lur  by  no  law,  save  that  of  March 
3,  1817,  which  granlrj  a  |Mii^i.iii  nn  the  ii-iial  cnmliti.  ms,  w  lien  ihe  hiisliand  or  father  "died  in  consequence 
of  disease  cont,racl<d,  nr  ri,sn,illir.<  ,„•  nijnnrs  /v.vmv,/.  (/■/)//.■  ///  llir  Imc  cf  his  duty,  dc"  This  act  was 
repealed  by  the  2d  scrtiun  df  the  act  nf  .lanuaiy  L'li.  Is-Jt,  with  a  [imviso. 

The  practical  effect  of  this  repeal  is  thus  stated  liy  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  his  report  to  the 
President,  of  November  27,  1828:  "  Since  the  rcjieal,  dcatlis  liy  disease,  casualty  or  injury  have  not  been 
considered  causes  for  granting  pensions  to  wid<jws  and  children,  except  in  cases  where  the  death  occurred 
during  the  last  war.  Applications,  which  have  been  numerous,  have  therefore  been  uniformly  refused, 
except  in  the  cases  specified." 

The  committee  are  unable  to  find  any  law,  except  the  repealed  act  of  1817,  which  ever  did  g7'ant  a 
pension  for  such  causes,  whetiier  the  death  happened  during  or  since  the  war;  and  they  believe  there  never 
has  been  any.  If  tlie  teian  nl'  aiiy  (if  the  pensinus  granted  by  that  act  had,  before  its  repeal  (January  22, 
1824,)  expired,  it  was  ext.nd.d  'l\,v  an  additional  term  of  five  years  by  the  act  of  March  3,  1819,  if  the 
husband  or  father  "  di,;/  m  ihr  i,iir,i/  .-r,T/,v  during  the  last  u-ar." 

rmitrary,  hnwrvir,  tn  the  alniNc  rule  of  ennstructimi,  as  quoted  from  the  report,  the  committee  find 
that  six  |irnsi,ins,  lo  ilic  annual  aiiiuniit  nf  S.'iS-J,  have,  since  the  re]ie,il,  been  granted,  because  the  deaths 
had  ,,rr,irrrd  l,ri\,rr  llir  rrpr.d.  and  uiic  wlicrc  the  death  liapi.cncd  oflrr  tlie  repeal.  At  the  drawing  of  this 
report,  tlie  ci.iiiinittee  are  not  pi issessed  (if  t he  facts  which  wiiuld  enalile  them  to  state  what  rules  have 
been  adopted  in  granting  and  renewing  these  pensions. 

Although  the  information  on  this  subject,  obtained  by  the  s^ommittee,  is  quite  imperfect,  they  are  satis- 
fied that  if  any  one  of  the  cases  referred  to  them,  and  all  others  resting  on  the  same  principles,  were  provided 
for  at  the  present  rates,  the  income  of  the  fund  would  be  loholly  inadequate  to  pay  the  pensions  charged 
upon  it:  its  principal  moneys  would  be  rapidly  destroyed.  It  is  difficult,  perhaps  impossible,  to  make  a 
just  distinction  in  principle  between  one  of  these  cases  and  another.  Each  petitioner  alleges,  and,  if 
required,  can  prove  the  most  devoted  services  of  the  deceased,  and  very  great  suffering  on  the  part  of  his 
widow  and  children.  A  provision  for  some,  and  the  exclusion  of  others  of  equal  merit,  and  supported  by 
the  same  principles,  would  be  unjust  and  impolitic. 

Nothing  but  the  fullest  and  most  perfect  information  of  the  past  annual  income  of  the  fund  and  the 
pensions  it  has  paid,  its  profits  and  losses,  and  cuneet  iiirnniiaf  imi  of  the  practical  operation  of  the  several 
acts  granting  these  pensions,  and  especially  of  the  a(  t  cf  1^17,  could  justify  the  recommendation  of  the 
re-enactment  of  that  act.     This  information  the  cuniniiilec  lia\c  not  been  able  to  obtain. 

They  therefore  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  cou.sideration  of  these  petitions. 
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20th  Congress.]  No.  393.  [2d  Session. 

ON  THE  CONDITION    OF  THE   NAVY  PENSION  FUND  AND   THE   PENSIONS   CHARGEABLE 
THEREON. 

C0M1IUNIC..\.TED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    MARCH    2,     1829. 

Mr.  Hoffman,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  affairs,  to  whom  the  subject  had  been  referred,  reported: 

That  they  have  had  under  consideration  the  subject  of  the  navy  pension  fund,  and  the  pensions  to 
widows  and  orphans  charged  tliereon.  If  the  committee  had  obtained  the  desired  information  on  these 
subjects,  it  was  their  design  to  make  a  detailed  report  in  relation  to  them. 

'  In  order  to  judge  of  the  probable  future  capacity  of  the  fund  to  pay  pensions,  the  committee  deem 
it  necessary  to  know,  for  each  of  several  past  years,  on  the  one  hand,  the  prize  moneys,  the  dividends 
on  bank  stocks,  the  interest  on  United  States  stocks,  and  every  other  source  of  profit  accrued  to  the 
fund;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  for  corresponding  years,  tlie  pension  money  paid  by  the  fund,  designating 
the  amount  of  stirh  pcnsidus  ,L;-r;intc(l  nmlcr  each  particular  act  of  Congress,  and  also  the  commissions 
and  premiums  paiil  (in  the  pun  liasc  nl  slijcks,  ami  cvny  (j|hcr  loss  or  charge  to  the  fund.  To  this  should 
be  added  a  stalniK'nt  of  tlir  inniicys  ni'  ihc  fund,  and  tlic  stocks  belonging  to  it,  and  their  value,  except 
in  the  case  of  United  Stales  stocks.  \\'itliout  this  information  the  committee  are  now  persuaded  they 
could  not  reconunend,  for  the  adoption  of  the  House,  such  measures  as  may  be  necessary  to  increase  the 
revenue  of  the  fund  or  save  it  from  losses,  or  to  judge  of  its  probable  income  for  succeeding  years. 
The  amount  of  the  pension  money  paid  in  each  year,  under  any  one  act  of  Congress,  is  clearly  neces- 
sary to  enable  the  House  to  judge  of  the  probable  effect  of  repealing,  or  re-enacting,  or  extending  any 
such  act. 

In  search  of  so  much  of  this  information  as  the  conmiittee  then  supposed  necessary  to  their  action, 
they  caused  their  chairman  to  write  his  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  of  December  15,  1828,  whicli 
was  sent  at  that  time.  Owing  to  some  misapprehensions  on  the  subject,  that  letter  was  not  as  full  and 
precise  as  the  committee  since  find  it  should  have  been.  A  full  answer  to  it  would  have  been  of  great 
service  to  the  committee.  Their  chairman  shortly  after,  in  company  with  one  of  the  committee,  called 
on  the  Secretary  at  his  office,  and  explained  the  wishes  of  the  committee,  and  the  nature  and  purpose 
of  the  information  they,  desired.  Subsequently  he  made  a  like  call  at  the  Department,  and  made  seve- 
ral additional  explanations  to  the  chief  clerk.  The  Secretary  was  then  reputed  to  be  ill,  and  confined  to 
his  house. 

A  I'l'ly  to  tliis  Hole  \v:is  .•■(■(■(■iv(^d  on  the  21111  January,  1829,  dated  the  preceding  day.  The  delay 
the  coimiiittci'  arc  iiiroiiinMl  and  iMlievc  was  attributable  to  the  preceding  protracted  bad  health  of  the 
Secretary;  ami  perhaps  the  same  circumstance  may  be  considered  the  cause  of  the  great  defects  in  this 
reply.     The  committee  submit  that  it  contains  almost  literally  none  of  the  information  asked. 

To  ascertain  the  past  income  accrued  to  and  the  pensions  paid  by  the  fund,  the  reply  refers  the  com- 
mittee to  the  annual  report  of  the  commissioners  of  the  fund.  The  committee  iiave  looked  there  in  vain 
for  the  desired  information.  Its  defects  are  partially  pointed  out  in  the  letter  of  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  of  February  19,  1829.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the 
annual  report  ought  clearly  to  exhibit — 

1st.  The  money  accrued  to  the  fund  from  sales  of  prizes,  dividends  on  bank  stocks,  interest  on  United 
States  stocks;  IVom  all  other  sources  of  profit,  such  as  the  ptirchase  of  good  stocks  below  par. 

2d.  All  moneys  ]iaiil  liy  the  fund  for  pensions,  designating  the  amount  paid  for  pensions  granted 
under  each  pavtiiular  aei  ot'  Congress;  for  premiums  and  commissions  on  the  purchases  of  stocks;  for 
other  charges,  specilyin.i;-  them. 

3d.  A  statement  of  all  losses  liy  reason  that  any  of  the  moneys  of  the  fund  had  been  uninvested,  and 
the  causes  of  the  delay  to  invest. 

4th.  A  list  of  the  pensioners,  and  the  amount  actually  accrued  to  each  during  the  year  for  which  it 
is  rendered,  designating,  in  the  case  of  each  granted  within  the  year,  the  act  under  which  it  is  granted; 
and  in  the  case  of  a  pension  to  a  widow  or  orphans,  the  time  of  the  death  of  the  husband  or  father,  the 
cause  of  the  death,  and  when  that  cause  arose,  accrued  or  happened. 

By  this  enumeration  of  the  requisites  of  this  report,  the  committee  do  not  mean  to  designate  its 
form,  or  to  dispense  with  any  facts  usually  reported.  Tiie  rec|uisites  above  designated  appear  essential 
to  judge  of  the  future  probable  income  of  the  fund,  and  the  practical  operation  on  it  of  any  one  act  of 
Congress. 

To  obtain  the  informalion  necessary  to  ascertain  the  practical  operation  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1811, 
and  whether  any  error  had  taken  place  in  ,i;iant  in,^- or  refusing  navy  pensions  to  widows  and  orphans, 
the  chairman  of  tlie  ci>mmiilec  nio\-e(l  the  icsolution  calling  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  adopted  by 
the  House  .lainiary  :;o,  IS'i'.t.  The  Secretary's  letter,  in  answer  to  this  call,  was  received  February  1, 
1829,  and  the  papers  aeconipany in--  it  contain  useful  information.  Two  causes  rendered  the  reply  less 
useful  than  it  would  otlieiwise  lia\c  liceii:  first,  a  mistake  in  the  copy' sent,  purely  accidental,  of  the 
word  (r/(c,/ce  instead  of  )'■/,,■//.■  and  second,  the  fact  that  many  of  the  applicants  for  pensions,  refused 
under  the  act  of  iMT,  hail  willidrawn  llieir  papers;  and  many  more,  whose  cases,  it  is  licdieved  by  the 
Secretaiy,  wouM  come  williiii  the  provisions  ol'  ihat  act,  have  not  made  their  applications.  To  make 
this  call  as  i>erlect  as  possilijc  in  the  answer  to  he  given,  the  chairman  submitted  a  i(>solution  on  the  9th 
of  February,  which  was  adopted  on  the  11th,  and  to  which  no  answer  had  been  received  when  this 
report  was  drawn.  The  committee  are  informed  that  it  will  contain  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  particulars  for 
which  it  calls. 

In  order  to  remove  tlie  difficulties  oxpcricncod  by  the  committee  in  relation  to  the  income,  charges, 
stocks  and  mon.'vs  of  tlii>  fund,  one  of  tln'ir  number  "(Mr.  Miller)  suhmitted  a  resolution,  calling  on  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  lor  iulomiation,  which  was  adopted  by  tli<'  llon.se  ,m  the  3d  of  February,  1829, 
the  answer  to  which,  from  the  ill  health  of  the  Secretary,  and  "multiplieil  engagements  of  the  clerks  in  the 
offices,  was  not  received  until  the  28th  of  that  month.  The  information  it  contains  will  be  found  in  the 
statements  prepared  by  the  Fourth  Auditor.     Its  defects  are  pointed  out,  in  two  particulars,  by  the  letter 
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of  Mr.  Miller,  of  tlio  c 
ticular,  (the  moneys  nl 
Navy,  of  February  -_M  ,   1 
which,  by  the  Ictti  r  "1 
the  chairman  of  the  c' 
funds  placed  in  tln'  llr;ii 
July  last.     No  intuniKii 
but  is  expected,  as  :'><■  , 
was  shown  by  tin.'  rliair 
be  received,  the  cininii 
for  the  last  (iftccn  \c  ais 
1829,  will  nImw  tliV  .ir. 
committctl  in  rtt'usiiiL;-,  i 
information  th(.'  c.innnitt 
This  brief  history  < 
them  to  act  is  stated  to 
has  arisen,  probably,  frui 
Decembcn'   15,  1S2S,  it  is 
received  nniil   tin-   -JTili 
February  :M  ami  1  Itli.  an 
as  soon  as   tli(\   wci.'   kc 
the  Secretary  nf  lla-  Nav, 
bute  much  <'t'   tlic  late  del 


Tins  last 


the  Tr.' 
.f   Fcl.n 


th.'   Sl.-kncss    n[-    Ihr 


,.!.   thc-c 


xpl, 


tin- 


■!'■  "!■  Ill-  Inn,!,  aial  its  li.s,-al  pn..^T,-ss 
til,'  iv,s,.lnti..n(.rila.  11th  of  February, 
,  anil  any  crmr  \\  iiicli  may  have  been 
willows  ami  orplians.  Without  such 
ivnnwal  of  the  art  of  1817. 
in  the  information  necessary  to  enable 
I  ilrliaitely  on  the  subject.  The  delay 
.'avy.  The  note  of  their  chairman,  of 
osnl.  Hoiicc,  too,  his  reply  was  not 
Will  tho  icsdlutions  of  January  30th, 
1  ilcforis  in  the  answers,  g-iveii'almorit 
ot  boon  given.  It  is  understood  that 
and  to  that  cause  the  committee  attri- 


for  several  days  been  extreii 
n  answering  the  calls. 

The  connnittic  give  no  opinion  on  the  subject  of  the  construction  given  to  the  laws  granting  these 
pensions.  'I'lioy  are  of  opinion  that  a  well  digested  report  on  the  whole  subject  of  the  hnances  of  the 
innil,  and  ol'  the  laws  aflecting  it  by  grant  of  pensions  or  otherwise,  and  their  operation,  should  be  made 
by  tho  l)o|."-tiHent. 

'liny  thcretore  recommend  the  following  resolution: 

Be.-iolced,  That  the  foregoing  report,  and  the  papers  and  documents  accompanjang  the  same,  be  refer- 
red to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  report  thereon  at  the  next  session  of  Congress. 


N.WY  Department,  February,  1829. 
ution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  11th  February,  1829,  the 


Sir:  In  answer  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  the  honor  to  enclose  three  statements, 
sections  of  the  icsolntion,  and  which  are  intended  to  convey  all  tlie  inf  )i 
tion,  so  far  as  it  can  be  tiniiislicil  from  the  files  and  records  of  tin 
fund.     It  will  I,.,  lonnil  .lofctivc  in  some  of  the  points  embraced  w 
from  the  nature  of  the  claims  for  pensions,  and  the  situation  of  the  app 


ked   1,  2,  3,  corresponding  to  the 

'  lu  called  for  by  the  resolu- 

niers   of  the  navy  pension 

solution.     This  has  arisen 

Tliey  are  often  friendless, 


£ind  a'most  always  indigent  and  distressed,  and  cannot,  therefore,  be  expected  to  afford  the  full  and  sys- 
tematic evidence  which  would  be  required  in  other  cases.  The  commissioners  have  only  demanded'  of 
them  proof  of  such  matters  as  are  indispensable  to  establish  their  rights. 

Respectfully  submitted,  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

CHARLES  HAY,   Chief  Clerk. 

To  the  Spe.\ker  of  the  House  of  Bej^resentatives. 


Statement  of  jxnsions  granted  to  the  jcido'cs  and  children  of  officers,   seamen,  and  marines,  for 
disease,  casualties,  or  injuries,  under  other  laws  than  that  of  March  3,  1811. 


-  June  18,  Itf'j;    Juii 


26,  1823  [Dec.  23,  T826  j 

1816    Jan.  15,  1827  [ 

ll,l,s24    Jnly  15,  1924  j 


e  of  that  law  ;  it   is,  therefore  doubtful  whethej 
cases  of  Mrs.  Madison,  and  one  or  two  olliers, 


ranted  after  the  repeal  of  the  law  of  1817.  and  the  cause  of  death  did  ni.t 
the  right  was  saved  by  the  proviso  in  the  law  of  1924.  It  is,  perhaps^ 
n  the  secoui  statement,  ought  not  to  be  added  to  this  list:  they  appear  on 
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Lid  of  pensions  granted  (since  the  repeat  of  the  m  ' 
arr/  22,  1824)  to  the  widows  and  childn  n  of  ojfv. 
in  the  naval  service  of  diseases  contracted,  ^r  of 
duty. 


^Sn,  J>!/  file  2d  se,-tion  of  llie  art  of  Janu- 
cnd  marines,  wlio,  since  tlie  war,  have  died 
injuries  received,  while  in  the  line  of  their 


,e  Hammersley. 

iLclh  loscelyii  . . 

miah  LippiiiL-oU. 

uimh  Longiel... 

a  Maury 

:d  ofT  Porto  Uico 


III  1323  . . 
1.1  1922  . . 


Mar.  9,  1S25 
Jan.  15,  1S27 
July  l.-i,  1824 
May    8,  1S24 


1.  31,  1S27 
ie20,  1S2? 
le  30,  1S23 


y  17,  1S27 
11.2.3,1830 
li.  12,  182!l 


No  applici 
No  applicr 


No  applic 
No  applic, 
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Suspended  under  law  of  1828. 
No  application  for  renewal. 

No  application  for  renewal. 

No  application  for  renewal. 
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Suspended  unrler  law  of  1828, 
August  15,  1828. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVY,  SHOWING  THE  CONDITION  OF  THE 
NAVY  IN  THE  YEAR  1829. 

COMMT"NIC.\TED  WITH  THE  PRESIDENT'S  MESS.iGE  OF  DECEMBER  8,    1829. 

Navy  Department,  December  1,  1829. 
To  the  President  of  the  Un  ited  States: 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  respectfully  presents  the  following  report: 

The  naval  force  of  the  United  States,  which  has  been  kept  in  active  service  during  the  present  year, 
has  been  composed  of  the  different  squadrons  employed  in  cruising  on  the  stations  heretofore  assigned 
them. 

The  squadron  in  the  Mediterranean  has  been  continued  in  that  service,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Delaware  soveiity-fi)ur  gun  siiip,  and  the  schooner  Porpoise,  whicli  have  been  withdrawn,  the  latter 
having  been  rcprcsciitiil  by  the  commanding  officer  to  require  extensive  repairs.  The  return  of  the 
Delaware  was  dciiilid  .ui  under  a  belief  that  the  present  state  of  our  political  and  commercial  relations 
in  the  Mediterranean  did  iidt  require  the  employment  of  a  ship  of  this  class  in  that  sea;  that  all  the 
necessary  protection  cuuld  be  given  to  our  commerce  by  frigates  and  smaller  vessels;  that  these  promised  to 
be  more  efficient,  in  tlie  pursuit  and  capture  of  such  vessels  as  might  be  expected  to  assail  it,  and  were  less 
liable  to  suffer  from  the  danger  of  the  Mediterranean  navigation.  The  Constellation  frigate  and  the  sloop 
Ontario  were  accordingly  ordered  to  join  the  squadron;  the  former  conveying  to  England  and  France  the 
newly  appointed  ministers  to  those  countries.  Information  has  been  received  of  the  favorable  execution 
of  these  duties.  Our  ministers  have  been  landed  at  their  respective  points  of  destination;  and  these 
vessels,  it  is  presumed,  have,  before  this,  assumed  their  stations  in  the  Mediterranean  squadron. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  instances  of  insubordination  have  been  manifested  among  the  officers  of 
this  squadron.  Courts-martial  have  been  necessarily  resorted  to,  and  some  of  the  refractory  have  been 
sentenced  to  temporary,  and  others  to  permanent  dismissal  from  the  service.  It  is  gratifying,  on  the 
other  hand,  to  know,  from  authority  entitled  to  confidence,  that  the  general  conduct  of  the  officers  of  this 
squadron  has  been  such  as  to  preserve,  among  the  states  and  sovereignties  on  the  Barbary  coast,  the 
favorable  opinion  of  the  American  character  which  has  been  earned  by  the  gallantry  and  honorable 
deportment  of  their  predecessors. 

The  naval  force  under  the  command  of  Commodore  Ridgley,  and  ordered  to  cruise  on  the  West  Indian 
station,  consisted,  in  the  early  [lart  of  the  year,  of  the  sloops  Falmouth,  Hornet,  Erie,  and  Natchez,  and 
the  schooners  Grampus  and  Sliaik. 

Several  acts  of  piracy  having  l)een  reported  to  have  been  committed  in  the  month  of  February  last, 
the  Natchez,  which  had  returned  to  the  United  States  for  repairs,  was  ordered  to  rejoin  the  squadron. 
After  cruising  a  few  weeks,  and  there  being  no  reason  to  apprehend  a  recurrence  of  these  depredations,  she 
again  returned  to  the  United  States,  and  has  since  sailed  to  Colombia,  taking  out  Mr.  Moore,  the  United 
States  minister  to  that  government,  whence  she  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  Rio  Janeiro,  to  convey  to  the 
United  States,  Commodore  Creighton,  whose  command  had  been  transferred  to  Commodore  Cassin.  This 
vessel  was  also  required  to  afford  a  passage  to  Mr.  Harrison,  the  late  minister  to  Colombia,  on  his  return 
to  the  United  States. 

The  recent  invasion  of  the  maritime  frontier  of  the  Mexican  States  by  the  forces  of  Spain  having  led 
to  apprehensions  that  our  commerce,  in  that  quarter,  might  suffer  by  the  encroachments  which  belligerents 
are  so  ready  to  make  on  neutral  unprotected  rights,  the  Peacock  was  equipped,  and,  taking  out  Commo- 
dore Elli(;tt,  til  rcdieve  Ciiniinudiire  i;idi;ly,  was  mdered  to  repair  to  the  scene  of  these  renewed  hostilities. 
The  Erie,  whicdi  had  also  ivtmned  fnv  ivpaiis,  sailed  soon  after  to  rejoin  this  squadron. 

It  is  due  til  tlie  lai<'  enniniainler,  ( 'dnitiKMlMre  Ridgley,  to  say,  that,  as  far  as  the  means  had  been 
afforded  him,  he  has  kept  his  little  squadiuii  employed  with  vigilance  and  activity;  and,  on  a  late  occasion, 
this  has  been  gallantly  demonstrated  at  Tampico,  in  the  firm  and  prompt  course  pursued  by  Master 
Commandant  Norris  in  the  rescue  of  the  property  of  one  of  our  countrymen  from  the  grasp  of  unjust 
power. 

For  the  last  few  months,  except  in  tlH>  case  just  referred  to,  no  information  has  been  given  to  this 
Department  of  any  new  act  nf  ]iii  aey  or  augression  on  the  commercial  rights  of  the  nation;  but  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  a  relaxation,  in  the  policy  lately  pursued,  would  be  followed  by  an  immediate  repetition 
of  these  depredations. 

The  squadron  on  the  coast  of  Brazil  and  Buenos  Ayres  has  been  maintained  to  its  usual  extent,  and 
has  been  varied  only  by  the  interchange  of  relief  ships  for  those  which  had  performed  the  ordinary  routine 
of  duty.  The  presence  of  this  squadron,  small  as  it  has  been,  has  probably  obtained  for  the  commercial 
interests  of  our  country  a  security  which  would  not  have  been  granted  to  defenceless  merchantmen. 
Peace  having  taken  place  between  these  two  nations,  nothing  is  to  be  dreaded  by  our  merchant  ships 
from  an  interference  with  belligerent  privileges.  Yet  many  reasons  forbid  the  diminution  of  our  naval 
force  on  those  coasts.  The  annually  increasing  commercial  intercnuvso  lietween  the  United  States  and 
these  couiitrii's,  calls  upon  the  government  to  be  prepared  to  nmlfiply  t\\r  means  nt'  its  protection.  Many 
com])laiiiis  have  heen  made  by  certain  officers  of  this  squadron  ai;-aiHst  imcIi  otliiT,  of  oppression  on  the 
one  side,  and  of  insnlionlination  and  neglect  of  duty  on  the  other.  The  parties  charging  each  other  have 
been  ordered  to  repair  to  the  United  States.  Immediately  after  their  return,  a  tribunal  will  be  established 
to  investigate  these  complaints,  and  to  render  justice  alike  to  the  aggressors  and  the  aggrieved. 

The  squadron  on  the  Pacific  coast  of  South  America  consists  of  the  frigate  Guerriere,  the  sloop  St. 
Louis,  and  the  schooner  Dolphin.  No  changes  have  been  made  in  the  forces  of  this  squadron.  Commo- 
dore Thompson  has  succeeded  Commodore  Jones  in  the  command;  and  the  Guerriere  and  St.  Louis  have 
taken  the  places  of  the  Brandywine  and  Vincennes.  Commodore  Jones  has  returned  to  the  United  States 
in  the  former,  and  the  latter,  acting  under  orders  from  the  late  Executive,  after  touching  at  the  Friendly 
and  Sandwich  Islands,  will  return  by  the  way  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  No  information  has  been  presented 
to  the  Department  inducing  a  belief  that    an  increase  of  this  force  is  necessary:  though  doubtless  good 
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policy  forbids  that  any  portion  of  it  be  withdrawn.  Annexed  is  a  statement,  marked  A,  showing  the 
disposition  of  the  public  vessels  now  in  commission. 

The  report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  which  is  herewith  transmitted,  marked  B,  furnishes  a 
detailed  statement  of  the  number  of  ships-of-war  in  ordinary,  their  present  condition,  and  the  amount 
which  will  be  required  to  fit  them  for  service.  These  ships  are  represented  to  be  in  a  state  of  premature 
and  rapid  decay,  and,  when  the  manner  in  which  they  have  been  disposed  of  at  the  stations  is  considered, 
this  ceases  to  be  a  matter  of  surprise,  how  much  soever  it  may  be  of  regret.  It  has  been  the  practice, 
when  ships-of-war  were  to  be  laid  up  in  ordinary,  to  place  them  under  the  general  superintendence  of  the 
commandant  of  the  yard,  whose  avocations  have  been  so  multiplied  by  the  Department  that  he  has  but 
little  time  to  devote  to  this  duty.  Thus,  they  remain  exposed  to  the  wasting  agencies  of  the  seasons, 
rain,  and  sunshine,  and  to  all  other  causes  which  favor  the  decomposition  of  llic  uiatniiils  of  wliicli  llicy 
have  been  built.  This  sudden  destruction  of  a  fabric,  upon  the  construction  uf  wliii'li  so  mucli  skill  has 
been  exercised,  so  much  money  expended,  and  upon  the  preservation  of  wliicli  su  nniili  of  tin'  ciiininciciiil 
and  national  security  depends,  cannot  but  demand  that  immediate  and  eft'i^ctna!  means  lie  adopted  to 
arrest  its  progn'^^s.  'fin'  impolicy  of  cutting  down  the  best  timber  in  the  country,  and  converting  it  into 
ships,  which  are  tn  he  sulijected  to  this  process  of  rapid  destruction,  would  seem  to  be  too  glaring  not  to 
have  been  nniiced,  and  too  ruinously  wasteful  not  to  have  been  discontinued  as  soon  as  perceived. 
Within  the  last  few  years,  the  vessels  which  were  in  preparation  on  the  stocks  have  been  allowed  to 
remain,  under  the  protection  of  houses  erected  over  them.  In  the  report  marked  C,  the  Commissioners 
have  offered  suggestions  as  to  the  measures  necessary  for  preventing  the  progress  of  an  evil,  which 
threatens  to  render  abortive  all  the  efforts  of  a  nation  for  the  establishment  of  an  effective  naval  force. 
The  attention  of  the  President  is  respectfully  invited  to  this  branch  of  the  concerns  of  the  navy,  as  a 
matter  of  minor  importance  to  no  one  which  can  be  presented  to  his  consideration. 

In  addition  to  tlie  measures  proposed  by  the  Commissioners  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  objects  to 
which  their  report  refers,  it  is  proper  that  some  remarks  be  offered  on  points  connected  with  this  subject, 
and  on  which  their  opinions  were  not  required  to  be  expressed.  It  is  believed  that  the  true  policy  of  the 
government  will  be  to  discontinue,  for  the  present,  the  building-  of  ships-of-war,  unless  for  some  specific 
object  or  immediate  emergency;  to  provide  for  the  thorough  repair  of  the  ships  in  ordinary;  for  the 
erection  of  the  necessary  sheds  for  their  protection;  and  for  the  establishment  of  a  police  at  each  of  the 
naval  stations,  to  superintend  and  enforce  the  employment  of  the  means  recommended  by  the  Board  of 
Navy  Commissioners  for  their  preservation,  and  such  other  as  the  experience  of  the  navy  may  have 
shown  applicable  to  this  purpose.  To  carry  the  latter  objeits  int<i  execution,  an  additional  appropriation 
will  be  required;  but  their  completion  must  result  in  an  iinimrtant  saving  in  the  naval  expenditure,  and 
would  give  to  the  nation,  instead  of  the  decaying  fabrics  of  whii  h  ihe  ships  in  ordinary  now  consist,  a 
marine  force  which  could  be  made  to  act  promptly  and  ethciently  I'ur  its  defence. 

The  duty  of  preparing  ships  for  service  is,  by  the  established  regulations,  committed  to  the  com- 
mandants of  the  yards,  whose  great  object  seems  to  be  to  hurry  the  equipment,  and  to  incur  as  little 
expense  as  possible  Thus  their  pi-eparation  is  imperfect,  and  the  nation  has  to  encounter  a  considerable 
expense  in  foreign  ports  to  obtain  the  requisite  supplies  and  repairs.  The  materials  for  effecting  these 
are  sometimes  not  to  be  procured,  and  the  ship,  being  through  the  whole  cruise  in  a  crippled  state,  per- 
forms the  service  out  and  home  at  the  risk  of  her  loss,  and  perhaps  that  of  her  crew.  Such  a  system,  in 
peace,  is  hazardous;  and  in  time  of  war,  dangerous  in  the  extreme.  Some  cases  have  been  brought  to 
the  notice  of  the  Ueiiartnient,  in  which  ships  ordered  on  voyages  of  two  or  three  years  have  been  so  care- 
lessly cquii)|ied,  that  ihi'  whole  cruise  might  be  said  to  be  a  series  of  dangers  and  escapes,  and  their  safe 
return  a  matter  rather  to  be  wondered  at  than  expected.  In  every  instance  in  which  it  can  be  conveniently 
done,  the  officer  who  is  to  command  should  attend  to  the  equipment  of  his  ship  for  sea.  No  one  is  so 
much  interested  in  the  proper  discharge  of  this  duty;  no  one  will  perform  it  so  well. 

It  has  been  usual  to  discharge  seamen  at  some  foreign  port,  whenever  the  period  of  their  enlistment 
expired,  or  to  pay  the  expenses  of  their  return  to  the  T'nitcd  States.  Both  these  plans  are  objectionable; 
the  first,  because"^  it  often  leaves  the  seaman  a  wan-hrer  on  a  foreiuai  shoj-e,  where  he  either  must  suffer 
from  want,  or  go  into  the  service  of  other  nations;  therehy  diminishinu-  the  nnniher  of  this  useful 
body  of  men, or  inflicting  a  heavy  burden  upon  tlie  fund-  pi'ovided  foi-  the  suii|iort  of  the  navy.  To  guard 
against  both  tliese  ineonvenien<'es,  tin'  iiraeti<'e  is  |no|,ose(l  to  he  adopted,  of  inakin,--  tlie  cruises  of  the 
ships-of-war  shorter  tiian  has  heen  eustoniai'v,  and  eidistin.u-  the  eivws  lor  sueh  a  term  as  certainly  to 
allow  of  th.dr  n-tnrn  to  the  Tnited  Slates  hetore  the  expiiation  n[-  the  [..aiod  of  enlistment. 

The  navy  yards  established  and  now  in  oi„.raiion  in  the  Tniled  Slates  are  located  at  the  following 
places:  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  Brooklyn.  New  Voik.  I'eiisaeola,  lioston,  rhiiadelphia,  Washington, 
and  Norfolk.  There  is  scarcely  any  part  of  the  expenditur.'  lor  the  eslaMisment  of  a  navy  which  has 
contributed  so  much  to  exhaust  the  general  fund  intended  for  its  suiniort,  as  that  which  has  been  applied 
to  objects  connected  with  the  building  and  maintaining  of  navy  yards.  It  appears  from  the  report  made 
to  Congress  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  for  1828,  that  the  permanent  expenses  under  this  head,  includ- 
ing naval,  ordinary,  hospital,  and  civil,  amount,  annually,  to  $268,744.  The  great  expense  incurred  in 
the  support  of  these  numerous  establishments,  makes  it  proper  to  inquire  whether  it  may  not  be  materially 
diminished  by  a  reduction  of  their  number,  without  affecting,  injuriously,  other  important  interests  of  the 
navy.  The  opinion  entertained  by  those  most  conversant  with  such  subjects,  seems  to  be,  that  the  num- 
ber now  in  operation  is  greater  than  the  public  service  demands;  that  the  reduction  of  them  would  effect 
an  important  diminution  of  expenditure;  and  that  by  concentrating  the  means  and  materials  for  building, 
repairing,  &c.,  at  two  or  three  points  most  favorable  for  such  purposes,  it  would  tend  greatly  to  promote 
the  general  objects  of  these  establishments. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Board  were  directed,  on  their  late  visit  of  inspection  into  the  condition 
of  the  navy  yards,  to  examine  them  with  a  view  to  this  reduction  of  their  number,  and  to  ascertain,  as 
far  as  practicable,  whether  there  may  not  be  selected,  on  the  numerous  bays  and  harbors  of  the  United 
States,  other  sites,  embracing  greater  facilities  and  advantages  than  those  which  have  heretofore  been 
employed  for  those  objects. 

The  report  made  by  the  board,  marked  C,  is  herewith  transmitted.  It  affords  much  interesting 
information  on  the  points  referred  to  th:  m  and  connected  therewith,  and  is  especially  entitled  to  com- 
mendation for  the  independence  of  its  views  on  a  subject  which,  from  it^  effects  on  local  interests,  is 
calculated  to  excite  local  jealousy  and  opposition.  The  document  is  earnestly  recommended  to  your 
consideration. 
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MFeeinent  of  the  revenue  laws,  and,  if  competent  officers  wei-e  attached  to  them, 
iMllcetiiin  of  materials  for  charts  of  these  hitherto  almost  unexplored  coasts. 
Is  hiive  bien  presented  to  the  Department  (see  copies  and  extracts  marked  E) 
iiadi'  i>\'  e.tiiin.  had  been  successfully  employed  in  the  merchant  service  of  this 
111  paLiially  in  the  navy;  all  favoring  the  presumption  that  this  article  might  be 
1  the  navy  uf  the  United  States.  It  was  determined,  therefore,  that  some  experi- 
ments should  be  made,  to  test  the  accuracy  of  these  statements.  The  execution  of  this  duty  has,  for  the 
present,  been  committed  to  the  superintendence  of  Commodore  Elliott,  and  the  experiments  are  now  in 
progress. 

Some  trials  will,  also,  be  made  of  cordage  prepared  from  this  material. 

It  is,  also,  proposed  to  institute  a  course  of  experiments  on  the  canvas  and  cordage  made  of  Ameri- 
can water-rotted  hemp,  which  has  been  represented  as  possessing  durability  and  strength  at  least  equal 
to  the  same  (pialities  of  the  imported  article.  The  importance  of  being  relieved  from  a  dependence  on 
f(irei-n  siipiily,  Ibr  materials  essential  to  the  very  existence  of  a  navy,  justifies  a  full  and  decided  trial  of 
the  pi'i'dnets  dl'imr  own  country. 

The  practice  has,  for  some  years  past,  prevailed  in  the  Department,  to  make  allowances,  or  extra 
compensation,  to  officers  who  have  been  required  to  perform  services  not  strictly  within  the  line  of  their 
professional  duty. 

It  is  presumed  that  this  practice  had  its  origin  in  the  belief  that  the  compensation  allowed  these 
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ed by  law  is  too  small,  it  should  be  increased;  but  let  it  be  fi.xcd, 
~nie,  or  by  the  favoritism  of  any  one. 

■  (.lliciM's  uf  the  higher  grades  in  the  navy,  is  prebably  far  below 
siTvices  I'litille  Ihem  to  receive;  and  comparcil  with  the  amount 
pciidciit  rank  in  tlie  army,  is  remarkable  for  its  ineipiality  and 
larked  I',  of  the  ndative  rank  of  the  two  classes  of  utlicers,  and  of 
ich  nndci-  the  existing  laws.  It  is  difficult  to  understand  on  what 
this  dill'ercnce  in  the  compensation  made  to  officers  in  the 
;.  Is  not  the  same  eminent  talent  required  for  the  com- 
i]   share  of  pr.itbssional  skill?     Is  the  na'    ' 
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n-d  the  interest,  or  sustain  the  rights  and  h ir  of  his  country? 

hools  for  the  instruction  of  the  junior  ofliciTs  of  the  navy,  in  the  various 
ing  to  their  jirofcssion,  has  so  ol'lcii  bci'ii  rec leudcil  to  the  favinalile  con- 
is  so  iiiiifornily  been  passed  liy,  without  obtaining  their  sam-tion,  that  it  is 
again  introduced  to  their  notice.  A  liiin  belief,  however,  that  its  tendency 
I  better  discharge  of  the  high  trust  which  may,  at  some  future  day,  devolve 
upon  them,  in  their  capacities  of  commanders,  forms  a  sufficient  motive  for  renewing  the  recommendation, 
and  submitting  some  views  on  the  subject,  which  have  not  been  so  much  insisted  on,  and  which  may  be 
entitled  to  consideration.  It  has  been  remarked  by  a  naval  officer  of  much  experience  and  observation, 
that  no  inconvenience  in  the  navy  is  more  sensibly  felt  than  the  general  ignorance,  of  the  officers,  of  for- 
eign languages.     In  addition  to  which,  there  is  often  great  difficulty  in  procuring  competent  and  proper 
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persons  to  act  in  (nir  sliips-nf-w  :ir  as  iiit(T)ir('lcrs  ami  linguists:  m.r  lias  anv  alluwancc  cvi-r  I n  ina.lr  liy 

Congress  for  the  pay  alal   .xiilisislnirr   i.f   Mi.'h   iH'i'SMi  s.       Thr  |ic|-|il('xili,'s   ami   (lisa(l\-aiila"VS   llliilcr  which 

our  officers  are  i.laccl  hv  ih.-sc  cue Mancc.  inay  iva.lilv  l.c  c -civcl.      Thcv  arc   hrcm-hl  in  cni,|a<-t 

durin,^  their  crnis,.s,  ^Ml  h  nal  i,,ns  spcakin.u'  ,l,r|-cr.a,t   lan-iia-cs;    s,.l,j,.cl   tnl.cl'rawn  ml, ,  c,  aavsp,  .imIcuv 

the  i,nr|.csc,,rcxai„inn,-  thci,-    ,,a|,cr>  ami  ^l  .ru:wnis:   an,i  ntlca,  witliMut  tl,c^   ahilily' 1, /in,.'!  a-MaiHl  Their 

The  schc.ls  which  have  hccn  caiplnvcd  al  New  v7,rk  ami  Norfolk,  in  th.'  instru.-tion  of  n.i,lshi|„iicn 
in  tlie  elen.ciitaiv  hraii.-hcvs  of  mal  licnal  ic.  hav,'  keen  m.av  tci,,|  .orarv  arran.-.ma.nts  mad.,  hv  the 
Department,  aial  have  la'v.a-  keen  loslccl  or  iccouni/,.,1  kv  law.  Th.'ir '  inlnMluclioi,  into  us,,  has  not 
been  eifeetcd  kv  im'ans  vcrv  rcuailar  or  dnvci,  kut  thcv  have  keen  tolcralcl  kv  -ovenimcnt,  l.avim-  li.M'n 
found  useful,  not  wil  hslaialum-  the  very  limited  range  ,.f  inslru.'tion  alfoide.l  I'ly  them.  It  is  respectfully 
proposed  that,  until  some  keiiia-  system  can  be  matured,  these  schools  be  authorized  by  hwv;  and  that 
such  appropiiation  kc  maile  for  their  extension  and  support,  as  will  enable  the  young-  officers  to  acquire" 
a  kaowled.n'c  of  such  forei.'^ii  languages  as  may  be  important  for  them  to  possess  in  the  future  pursuit  of 
their  profession. 

The  hiws  relalin--  to  purseis  in  the  navy  are  k,  lieved  to  be  defective  in  some  of  their  provisions.  At 
present  they  do  not  providi'  a  limitation  to  the  pi'riods  of  their  continuance  in  office,  nor  for  the  renewal 
of  their  otHcial  konds.  Many  advantages  would  prokakly  result  from  their  being  appointed  for  stated 
periods,  and  made  to  renew  their  bonds,  as  is  now  required  of  navy  agents,  colh'Ctors  of  the  customs,  &c. 

The  mode  of  couipensating  them  is  not  such  as  to  lead  to  a.  corn^ct  dis<'liar,ge  of  their  duties,  nor 
such  as  is  likely  to  advance  the  puidie  interests.  The  profits  of  these  olhcers  arisi'principally  from  a  per 
centage,  which  tln'v  ar<.  authori/.e.l  to  char-e  ,)ii  the  articles  thi'v  sell  to  the  crews  of  ships.  A  part  of 
these'is  furnished  IVoui  the  store,  of  the  -ov,  nnn.ail,  and  llie  ren'iaindcr  kv  an  advan.-c  ma.le  fo  tlaan,  to 
be  sold  at  their  risk,  and  for  thcii-  own  advanta-c  The  lemplalion  to  incVeasc  their  prolits  kv  inqu-op.'r 
deunuids,  upon  a  class  of  persons  little  qualilied  t,i  detect  in,]H,s,i  ion.  may  sometimes  ke  difficult  to  be 
resisted,  and  ou.uht  not  to  ke  presented  to  them.  "When  their  <lealings  are  conducted  upon  principles  of 
the  utmost  lairm-ss,  the  income  of  pursers,  in  ships  of  tiie  largest  class,  amounts  to  two  or  three  times 
the  compeiisatiiui  of  the  c  unmander — an  extent  of  remuneration  wliicli  their  services  cannot  merit,  and 
which  is  the  more  odious,  when  it  is  known  to  be  drawn  from  the  pockets  of  men,  who,  of  all  others  in 
the  enqdoy  of  government,  earn  their  scanty  wages  with  the  most  unremitted  toil,  and  incessant  personal 

In  lieu  of  their  present  emoluments,  it  is  proposed  that  they  receive  an  annual  salary,  varied  accord- 
in,g  to  the  resjioiisikility  inqiosed  on  tlieiu,  by  having  a  larger  or  smaller  amount  of  stock  entrusted  to 
their  care,  and  the  dcgrci' ot  laiior  rcpiired  for  its  disposition  and  preservation.  Under  a  system  of 
re.gulatioiis  which  would  enakle  the  seaman  to  obtain  his  little  supplies  of  nautical  comforts  at  rates 
fixi'd,  known  and  inodeiate.  and  w  iiliout  dri'ad  of  imposition,  the  naval  service  would  acquire  a  popularity 
with  them  ii   has  nexcr  enjovi  d;  and  tin'  present  difficulty  of  recruiting  seamen  would  be  diminished  to 

In  conlonnity  tu  an  act  of  the  last  sess,oii  of  Congress,  in  relation  to  the  Africans  stranded  on  the 
coast  ok  I'loiida,  a,  vessel  was  cliartered,  and  has  saileil  with  them  for  Liberia,  with  the  exception  of  two, 
who  wci'c  una\  oiilably  detained  by  sickness.     'I'he\-  wi-vr  placi'd  under  the  direction  of  an  agent  and  an 

assistant  sui  - i  of  the  navy,  with  a  liberal  suppiv  ol'  hospital  ami  otlier  stores.     An  effi)rt  was  made  to 

send  to  timir  m.tive  country, 'bv  tli<'  same  ve.sel,  two  .MVicans  who  liad  been  inlr.Mluc.Ml  into  Alabama,  a 
il'W  veais  sine:  km,  so  slroie^r  had  their  altachm.uil  kecoUH'  to  this  .-ountrv,  that  ihey  availed  themselves 
of  an  opportunity,  whik'  |ircparing  for  IIh^  y.  ya.ge.  lo  niak.^  Ilieir  escape;  since  wliicii  time  tliey  have  not 
been  recoverd  ky  the  a-'eut  ok  tiie  -oyernm'nt.  No  laises  ok  iinportal  ion  of  this  description  of  persons 
have  come  to  the 'knowledge  ok  the  Department  within  the  pr.^sent  year. 

It  may  he  proper  to  remark,  that  drafts  liavi'  I n  kMcly  pr<'sented  by  the  agent  at  Liberia,  for  the 

purchase  of  munit  i(  uis  .,f  war,  to  emtkh'  the  c..lonisis  to  defend  thcuiselves  against  the  attacks  of  the 
iieighlnuing  tiikes,  wiili  which  they  were  threatened.  These  claims  were  rejected,  on  the  ground  that 
no  law  was  known  to  e\ist  \\hich  autlio|-i/,ed  their  payment,  or  which  justified  any  expenditure  beyond  a 


ndition  of  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  Nnvy  Department,  ■ 


for  such  explanations  as  thcv  mi-hl    ke  e ced  lo  -iv,..      Their  ,'onnnnnical  ion  in  reply  accompanies  this 

report,  marked  G.  From  a  .Icsuv  to  preseni  such  minute  and  d.-tailc.l  information  on  this  sukject  as 
may  be  necessary  for  its  proper  illustration,  ihe  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  ■fr.'asury  was  requesicl  ky  letter, 
(copy  of  wliicli  is  annexed,  marked  11,)  to  report  on  the  present  condition  of  the  accounts  of  his  office, 
showing  the  prokable  origin  of  these  embarrassments,  and  to  suggest  such  measures  as  he  might  think 
necessary  lo  correct  the  evil.     His  answer  is  annexed,  marked  I. 

'f  he'vacancy  created  in  the  command  of  the  Navy  yard  at  Washington,  by  the  death  of  the  venerable 
and  highly  esteVmeil  Ciunmodore  Tingey,  in  February  last,  has  been  supplied  by  the  appointment  of 
Commodore  Isaac  Hull.  In  April,  this  officer  commenced  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  station,  and 
has  since,  by  great  imliistry  and  judicious  arrangement,  reduced  the  chaos  of  materials  accumulated  there 
to  good  order,  and  introduced  a  system  of  discipline  and  economy  favorable  to  the  general  operations  of 
the  establishment. 

The  laws  concerning  the  marine  corps,  and  the  act  of  1800,  establishing  regulations  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  navy,  are  recommended  for  revision.  Tlie  papers  marked  K  and  L,  contain  the  estimates  for 
the  navy  and  marine  corps  ;  and  those  marked  M,  N,  0,  are  lists  of  deaths,  dismissals,  and  resignations. 

The  annual  reports  on  the  navy  pension  and  hospital  fund,  &c.,  will  be  presented  at  the  usual 
time. 

The  act  of  Congress,  authorizing  the  establishment  of  the  Board  of  Navy  Commissioners,  appears  to 
have  been  designed  to  provide  auxiliaries  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  the  discharge  of  the  ministerial 
duties  of  the  Department.     This  body  was  required  to  be  selected  from  amongst  the  most  experienced  of 
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the  naval  rommnndcrs;  to  whom,  a  knowledge  of  those  duties  was  presumed  to  be  familiar,  and  by  whom 
tlit'Y  niii;lit  lie  rxpcctrd  ti)  he  most  correctly  discharged. 

'I'lic  MiLjciis  |ila(iil  under  the  superintendence  of  the  board,  by  this  distribution  of  the  duties  of  the 
Department,  air  nuhjcKiiis,  and  of  almost  unlimited  variety. 

It  may  lie  justly  (|ncstioried,  whether  the  present  organization  of  this  body  is  such  as  to  secure  the 
necessary  attcntidu  ti)  the  diversified  subjects  placed  under  its  direction;  and  whether  a  judicious  division 
of  its  duties  would  not  facilitate  the  proper  execution  of  the  objects  proposed  by  the  institution  of  this 
branch  of  the  l)c|.artnaMit. 

KcsiHctful  icfcrcncc  is  made  to  a  communication  from  the  Navy  Board,  in  answer  to  inquiries  having 
relation  to  tins  suKjoct,  herewith  transmitted,  marked  P. 

The  lu-esent  naval  eorjjs  of  the  United  States  is  believed  to  be  more  numerous  than  is  required  for 
the  wants  of  the  service;  and  mon'  than  can  be  advantageously  employed,  with  reference  to  their  own 
advancement  in  the  knowle(l,i;<'  ami  inaetice  of  their  profession. 

"There  can  be  no  national  estahlishment,"  says  a  distinguished  naval  character,    "like  that  of  the    . 
navy  of  the  United  States,  whieh  will  not,   in  the  course  of  years,  receive  into  its  ranks  some  who  are 
illy  calculate(l  to  uiihold  its  chaiacter,  mueh  less  to  contiilnite  thereto  by  their  talents  and  Subordination. 

"There  may  exist,  also,  some  who,  when  received  into  the  service,  were  calculated  to  become  its 
ornaments,  but  who  may,  tlinuigh  various  comnrring  causes,  have  degenerated  into  a  reproach.  Hap- 
pily for  this  institution,  the  government  retains  in  its  hands  the  corrective  for  any  defects  in  the  corps. 

*'  It  is  now  twenty-eight  years  since  a  judicious  pruning  was  given  to  the  navy;  a  period  suEBcient 
to  admit  some  useless  suckers  to  repose  under  the  shade  of  its  virtues  and  its  valor.  The  time  would, 
therefore,  seem  to  have  arrived,  to  correct  some  of  the  evils  of  the  service,  by  a  peace  establishment;  and 
which  it  would  go  far  to  elleet,  liy  ridding  it  of  the  useless  and  insubordinate  portion  of  its  materials. 
The  remainder  would  lie  |ireserved  in  more  correct  views  of  the  service,  and  their  management  become 
more  easj'  to  the  Executive  Department." 

If,  in  pruning  these  excrescences  from  the  too  luxuriant  growth  of  the  navy,  some  branches  should 
be  lopped  off,  wliich,  in  their  day,  have  borne  good  fruit,  let  it  be  remembered  that  the  navy  pension 
fund,  with  its  ample  stores,  is  open  for  their  sustenance  and  support;  and,  it  may  be  added,  that  the  navy 
asylum,  on  the  Schuylkill,  is  now  so  near  its  completion  as  to  promise,  at  an  early  day,  to  afford  a  per- 
manent and  comfortable  residence  to  its  disabled  founders,  and  to  such  as,  though  not  disabled,  may 
liave  merited  by  their  bravery,  or  long  and  faithful  services,  the  gratitude  of  their  country. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  BRANCH. 


Schedule  of  papers  accompanying  tlie  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  December  1,  1829. 

A.  Statement  of  the  United  States  vessels-of-war  now  in  commission,  their  disposition,  &c. 

B.  Statement  showing  the  present  state  and  condition  of  the  United  States  vessels-of-war  on  the  stocks, 

and  those  in  ordinary,  and  repairing  at  the  several  navy  yards. 

C.  Report  of   the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  dated  October  19,  1829,   in  answer  to  inquiries  of  the 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

D.  Report  of  Commodore  John  Rodgers,  dated  Jul^-  3,  1829. 

E.  Copies  of  papers  in  relation  to  cotton  canvas. 

F.  Statement  showing  the  relative  rank,  pay,  &c.,  of  officers  of  the  army  and  navy. 

G.  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  dated  March  31,  1829,  respecting  appropriations  for  the 

navy. 
H.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  November  10,  1829,  on  the  state  of  the  accounts  of  the 

navy. 
I.    Report  of  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  in  reply  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
K.  Estimates  for  the  navy  for  the  year  1830,  and  first  quarter  of  1831. 
L.   Estimates  for  the  marine  corps  for  the  same  period. 
M.  List  of  deaths  in  the  navy  since  December  1,  1828. 
N.  List  of  dismissions  from  the  navy  during  same  period. 
0.  List  of  resignations  in  the  navy  during  same  period. 
P.   Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  November  13,  1829,  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy, 

and  their  reply,  dated  23d  of  the  same  month. 


A. 

Statement  of  the  United  States  vessels  of  war  now  in  commission,  their  disposition,  do. 

IX    THE   MEDITERRANE.\N. 

Delaware,  14  guns Commodore  W.  M.  Crane,  sailed  on  the  19th  February,  1828; 

ordered  home. 

Java,  44  guns Commodore  James  Biddle,  sailed  on  the  Tth  June,  1821. 

Constellation,  36  guns Captain  A.  S.  Wadsworth,  sailed  on  the  12th  August,  1829. 

Warren,  18  guns Master  Commandant  Charles  W.  Skinner,  sailed  on  the  22d 

February,  1827. 

Lexington,  18  guns Master  Commandant  Wm.  M.  Hunter,  sailed  19th  May,  1827. 

Ontario,  18  guns Master  Commandant  Thomas   Holdup   Stevens,  sailed  21st 

August,  i829. 
Fairfield,  18  guns Master  Commandant  Foxhall  A.  Parker,  sailed  20th  August, 

1828. 
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IN    THE    PACIFIC. 

Guerriere,  44  guns Commodore  Charles  C.  B.  Thompson,  sailed  14th  February, 

1829. 
Vincennes,  18  guns Master   Commandant  AVm.    B.    Finch,    sailed  31st  August, 

1826. 
St.  Louis,  18  guns Master  Commandant  John  D.  Sloat,  sailed  14th  February, 

1829. 
Dolphin,  12  guns Lieutenant  Commandant  John  P.  Zantzinger,  sailed  in  1821. 

IN    THE    WEST    INDIES. 

Hornet,  18  guns Master  Commandant  Otho  Norris,  sailed  5th  February,  1829. 

Erie,  18  guns Master  Commandant  David  Conner,   sailed   2d  November, 

1829. 

Peacock,  18  guns Master  Commandant  Edward  R.  McCall,  sailed  26th  Sep- 
tember, 1829. 

Natchez,  18  guns Master  Commandant  Alexander   Claxton,    sailed  9th   July, 

1829. 

Falmouth,  18  guns Master  Commandant  C.  W.  Morgan,   sailed  20th  January, 

1828. 

Grampus,  12  guns Lieutenant  Commandant  Wm.  K.  Latimer,  sailed  24th  May, 

1828. 

Shark,  12  guns Lieutenant  Commandant  Thomas  T.  Webb,  sailed  5th  No- 
vember, 1828. 

ON    THE    COAST    OF    BRAZIL. 

Hudson,  44  guns Commodore  Stephen  Cassin,  sailed  27th  September,  1828. 

Vandalia,  18  guns Master  Commandant  John  Gallagher,  sailed  16th  December, 

1828. 
Navy  Department,  December  1,  1829. 


Statement  shoving  the 2i>'esent  state  and  condition  of  the  United  States  vessels-of-iuar 
those  in  ordiyiary  and  repairing,  at  the  several  navy  yards. 


Alabama — ship  of  the  line.  This  ship  requires  thirty  strakes  of  plank,  on  each  side,  to  complete  the 
carpenters'  work  of  the  hull.  Masts  and  sptTS  nearly  finished.  Progress  has  been  made  in  finishing  her 
inboard  works.     She  can  be  prepared  for  sea  in  abi.nt  ilin  r  iiiniinis. 

Santee — liigate  of  the  first  class.  This  ship  rciniin  s  tnniiy-lhree  strakes  of  plank,  on  each  side,  to 
complete  the  carpenters'  work  of  the  hull.  Masts  and  spars  complete,  excepting  a  few  spare  spars. 
Progress  has  been  made  in  her  inboard  works.     She  can  be  prepared  for  sea  in  about  three  months. 

Concord — sloop  of  the  first  class.  This  ship  is  finished,  and  has  her  lower  masts  in.  She  can  be 
ready  for  sea  in  ten  days. 

Virginia — ship  of  the  line.  This  ship  can  be  prepared  for  sea  in  four  months.  Her  hull  is  nearly 
complete.  Progress  has  been  made  in  her  gun  carriages,  masts,  spars,  and  inboard  works.  One  suit  of 
square-sails  made.     Tanks,  ballast,  cannon,  and  anchors  provided. 

Vermont — ship  of  the  line.  This  ship  can  also  be  prepared  for  sea  in  four  months.  Her  state  and 
condition  is  nearly  the  same  as  the  Virginia. 

Cumberlo.nd — frigate  of  the  first  class.  This  ship  is  planked,  inside  and  outside,  to  the  spar  deck 
sills,  excepting  a  few  strakes  left  out  for  the  circulation  of  air.  Orlop,  berth,  and  gun  decks  nearly  laid. 
Spar  deck  framed  and  kneed.  Progress  has  been  made  in  the  masts  and  spars;  one  suit  of  square-sails 
made;  boats  partly  built;  tanks,  cannon,  ballast,  and  anchors  provided.  This  ship  can  be  completed  in 
three  months. 

Columbus — ship  of  the  line.  The  hull  of  this  ship  requires  considerable  repairs  to  fit  her  for  use. 
Her  bottom  requires  examination,  and,  perhaps,  coppering:  to  be  caulked  throughout.  She  may  be  equip- 
ped for  sea  in  seventy-five  days. 

Independence — ship  of  the  line.  The  frame  of  this  ship  is  believed  to  be  sound,  but  she  will  require 
new  decks,  outside  plank,  galleries,  head,  and  part  of  inside  plank,  new  spars,  caulking,  and  coppering. 

Constitution — frigate  of  the  first  class.  The  frame,  generally,  is  believed  to  be  sound;  but  she  requires 
new  outside  plank,  from  the  wales,  inclusive,  to  the  rail,  new  ceiling  in  the  hold,  new  berth  and  orlop 
decks,  beams,  and  knees,  spar  deck  plank,  galleries,  head,  caulking  and  coppering. 

NEW  YORK. 

Sabine — frigate  of  the  first  class.  Is  nearly  complete  in  her  hull;  masts  and  spars  made;  joiners' 
work  ready  for  putting  up.     It  will  require  i"our  months  to  complete  this  ship. 

Savannah — frigate  of  the  first  class.  Is  nearly  complete  in  her  hull;  masts  and  spars  nearly  finished; 
joiners'  work  ready  for  putting  up.     It  will  require  four  months  to  complete  this  ship. 

Ohio — ship  of  the  line.  The  outside  plank  of  this  ship,  from  the  water  to  the  rail,  and  part  of  the 
inside  plank,  are  decayed.     She  requires  considerable  repairs.     It  will  take  five  months  to  repair  this  ship. 

Washington — ship  of  the  line.  A  part  of  the  frame  of  this  ship,  being  white  oak,  is  decayed.  The 
vol.  Ill 45  L 
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outside  plank,  from  the  water  to  the  rail,  and  nearly  all  the  inside  plank,  are  decayed.  She  will  require 
caulking  throughout,  and  coppering-.     Six  months  will  be  required  to  repair  this  ship. 

Franklin — ship  of  the  line.  The  plank  on  this  ship  is  nearly  in  the  same  state  as  that  on  the  Wash- 
ington. She  will  require  caulking  throughout,  and  coppering.  Five  months  will  be  required  to  repair 
this  ship. 

United  Stales — frigate  of  the  first  class.  Part  of  the  ceiling,  orlop  deck  beams,  knees,  and  wales,  are 
decayed.  She  requires  caulking,  and  her  copper  to  be  repaired;  masts  and  spars  defective.  Seventy 
days  will  be  required  to  repair  this  ship. 

Boston — sloop-of-war  of  the  first  class.  Some  decay  has  been  discovered  in  the  wales  of  this  ship; 
she  requires  caulking,  and  to  have  the  copper  examined.     Thirty  days  will  be  required  to  repair  this  ship. 

PHILADELPHI.A.. 

Pennsylvania — ship  of  the  line.  This  ship  is  planked  to  the  spar  deck  port  sill,  excepting  a  few 
etrakes  left  out  for  air.  The  orlop,  lower,  and  middle  gun  decks  are  laid;  the  upper  gun  deck  and  spar 
decks  are  partly  laid.  The  laying  of  the  decks,  planking  between  the  spar  deck  ports,  building  the  head 
and  galleries,  making  the  port  shutters  and  rudder,  is  the  principal  work  to  be  done,  excepting  the  caulk- 
ing and  coppering.     This  ship  may  be  launched  in  six  months. 

Baritan — frigate  of  the  first  class.  The  hull  of  this  ship  is  nearly  completed;  the  head,  galleries,  port 
shutters,  and  rudder,  is  the  principal  work  now  to  be  done,  excepting  caulking  and  coppering.  She  may 
be  launched  in  three  months. 

Cyane — sloop-of-war.     This  ship  requires  heavj'  repairs,  inside  and  outside. 

Sea  Gull — receiving  ship.     In  gtod  order. 

■WASHINGTON. 

Potomac — frigate  of  the  first  class.  This  ship  is  complete  in  her  hull,  masts,  and  spars;  gun  carriages 
and  boats  nearly  complete.  Some  decay  has  been  discovered  in  the  wales  of  this  ship,  and  it  may  be 
necessary  to  renew  a  part  of  them.     Can  be  fitted  out  for  sea  in  three  months. 

Columbia — frigate  of  the  first  class.  This  ship  has  fourteen  strakes  of  plank  on  each  side;  orlop  and 
berth  decks  laid,  and  gun  deck  partly  laid. 

NORFOLK. 

New  York — ship  of  the  line.  To  complete  the  hull  of  this  ship,  several  strakes  of  plank,  in  each  of 
the  docks  and  bottom,  are  required.  In  all  the  other  departments  of  her  construction  and  outfit,  progress 
has  been  made.     She  may  be  prepared  for  launching  in  three  months. 

St.  Lawrence — frigate  of  the  first  class.  Has  her  gun  deck  beams  in,  wales  on,  and  other  plank.  She 
may  he  launched  in  four  months. 

North  Carolina — ship  of  the  line.  A  part  of  the  outside  plank  of  this  ship,  and  decks,  are  decayed. 
She  will  require  repairs,  and  to  have  her  copper  examined. 

John  Adams. — Is  now  stripped  for  repair,  and  some  progi'ess  has  been  made  in  the  preparation  of 
materials. 

Macedonian — frigate  of  the  second  class.     This  ship  requires  a  thorough  and  extensive  repair. 

Congress — frigate  of  the  second  class.  This  ship  is  so  far  completed  in  her  repairs,  that  she  may  be 
sent  to  sea  in  fifty  days. 


Navy  Commissioners'  Office,  October  19,  1829. 

Sir:  The  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  have  given  to  the  subjects  to  which,  by  your  letter  of  the  13th 
ult.,  you  were  pleased  to  direct  their  inquiries,  all  the  attention  and  consideration  which  their  limited 
opportunity  and  time  admitted,  and  they  now  respectfuUy  submit  the  result. 

The  plans  of  the  several  navy  yards  indicate  the  improvements  made  in  each,  consisting  of  oSicers' 
quarters,  store  houses,  ship  houses,  blacksmiths'  shops,  timber  sheds,  timber  docks,  spar  sheds,  boat 
sheds,  &c.,  with  the  dry  docks  in  progress  at  Norfolk  and  at  Boston;  and  the  paper  A  will  show  the 
number  and  description  of  ships  in  ordinary,  and  the  state  and  condition  of  each. 

The  query,  as  to  the  number  of  navy  yards  now  established  and  in  operation,  is  one  of  such  impoi-- 
tance  as  to  command  the  most  earnest  attention  and  investigation.  The  commissioners  are  fully  sensible 
that  its  discussion  may  excite  strong  local  feeling,  and  they  are  aware  of  the  responsibility  of  any  opinion 
they  may  express  upon  the  subject;  but,  referring  exclusively  to  the  unbiassed  dictates  of  their  judgment 
in  the  performance  of  an  important  oflScial  dutj^,  and  claiming  the  indulgence  which  a  liberal  community 
will  not  fail  to  extend  to  honest  efforts,  looking  solely  to  the  advancement  of  the  public  good,  they 
approach  the  question  Avith  a  confidence  proportioned  to  the  sincerity  of  their  convictions. 

"Is  not  the  number  of  navy  yards  greater  than  is  consistent  either  with  economy  or  the  wants  of 
the  service?" 

To  maintain  any  one  yard  beyond  the  number  necessary  for  building  and  equipping  our  ships  with 
the  utmost  dispatch,  can,  in  no  view,  be  considered  as  consistent  either  with  economy  or  the  wants  of 
the  service. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  greater  the  number  of  navy  yards,  the  greater  must  necessarily  be  the  expense. 
A  yard  used  for  general  purposes,  that  is,  for  building,  repairing,  equipping  and  victualling  a  navy, 
requires  nearly  a  full  set  of  oflicers  to  superintend  it,  although  it  may  be  only  occasionally  used  for  such 
purposes.  The  principle  of  accountability  in  each  yard  being  necessarily  the  same,  the  same  system  of 
checks  must  be  maintained,  whether  the  amount  of  expenditure  be  large  or  otherwise.  In  yards  not 
constantly  used  for  general  purposes,  some  of  the  subaltern  officers  might  probably  be  dispensed  with, 
but  noi  in  sufficient  oumber  to  affect  materially  the  aggregate  amount  of  expenses,  if  we  keep  in  view 
the  preservation  of  system. 

Were  we  to  disregard  economy,  plausible  reasons  might  be  assigned  even  for  an  increased  number 
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of  yards.  It  might  be  urged  that  multiplying  their  number  would  multii>ly  the  cliaiices  of  reaching 
one  of  them  in  cases  of  emergency,  such  as  distress  in  storms  or  disasters  in  lutilc:  luit  when  we  look 
to  the  localities  of  our  present  yards,  there  are  but  few  of  them  that  can  cluim  a  d-ciilcd  preference,  even 
in  this,  the  most  favorable,  but  certainly  fallacious,  view  of  the  subject.  Tlic  IkhIimi-  of  Boston  can  be 
entered  only  when  the  wind  shall  happen  to  be  fair;  its  snow  stt)rms  in  winti  i,  iis  iu^-s  in  spring  and 
fall,  present  serious  and  frequently  insuperable  difficulties.  The  same  objccti'ins  apply  with  considerable 
force  to  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Pensacola,  are  all  oliicctiDiiuble,  as  neither  of 
them  is  easily  accessible,  and  the  two  latter  cannot  be  entered  by  ships  of  great  draft,  even  at  high 
water. 

If  the  number  of  navy  yards  were  confined  to  the  number  necessary  for  the  service,  in  peace  or  in 
war,  many  advantages  would  result.  The  expenses  would  be  reduced,  and  efficiency  greatly  promoted; 
system  and  uniformity  might  be  more  easily  preserved,  and  the  accountability  of  those  having  the  direc- 
tion rendered  more  certain  and  precise.  By  reducing  the  number  of  yards  more  work  would  necessarily 
have  to  be  done  at  each.  This  would  enable  the  government  to  concentrate  artificers,  ship  carpenters, 
and  other  necessary  mechanics,  and  give  them  constant  employment,  and  the  government  would  have  it 
in  its  power  to  select  and  retain  in  its  service  the  most  valuable,  at  fixed  and  moderate  wages.  We 
should  escape  the  inconveniences  to  which  we  are  now  exposed,  by  employing  mechanics  at  so  many 
different  points  to  execute  the  public  works,  and  discharging  them  when  such  works  are  done.  This 
state  of  things  not  only  compels  us  fnM|uiMitly  to  pay  high  wages,  but  to  accept  the  services  of  inferior 
men;  those  possessing  the  most  skill  Ihimhic  discontented  when  discharged,  and  will  never  return  unless 
from  necessity.  By  having  few  yards,  ami  tlaise  judiciously  arranged,  and  provided  with  the  necessary 
conveniences,  much  might  be  gained  m  the  amount  of  daily  labor  performed.  Ship  carpenters  and  other 
mechanics,  working  under  cover,  can  not  only  do  more  work  per  day,  but  lose  no  time  from  rainy  or 
other  inclement  weather — a  consideration  important  to  the  government,  and  calculated  to  render  employ- 
ment in  its  service  an  object  of  competition  with  the  best  men.  While  no  time  would  be  lost  when 
working  under  cover,  without  a  cover  it  is  believed  that,  for  six  months  of  the  year,  the  work  per  week 
would  not  average  more  than  4|  days,  thus  occasioning  a  loss  of  one-fourth  of  time,  to  save  which 
mechanics  would  readily  agree  to  probably  ten  per  cent,  less  wages;  while  a  ship  built  under  cover 
is  worth,  probably,  twenty-five  per  cent,  more  than  when  built  in  the  open  air,  constantly  exposed  to  sun 
and  rain. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  estimate  fully  the  value  of  chosen  bodies  of  mechanics,  selected  for  their 
skill  and  industry,  and  prepared  with  every  necessary  convenience,  faithfully  to  execute  the  public  works 
in  the  best  manner  and  in  the  shortest  time.  In  peace,  economy  would  be  greatly  promoted;  in  war, 
the  highest  interests  of  our  country  would  be  subserved. 

Among  other  considerations  claiming  attention  it  may  be  observed  that,  by  reducing  the  number  of 
navy  yards,  many  materials  suitable  for  the  construction  of  small  vessels  would,  in  the  building  of  large 
ships,  be  saved.  In  the  present  state  of  things  such  materials  are  distributed  among  so  many  yards 
that  the  expense  and  difficulty  of  collecting  them  at  any  one  point  frequently  exceed  their  value. 

Viewing  this  question,  then,  in  reference  to  the  expense  and  to  the  efficiency  of  our  naval  establish- 
ment, the  Commissioners  are  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  the  present  number  of  navy  yards  is  "greater 
than  is  consistent  either  with  economy  or  the  wants  of  the  service." 

The  question  here  arises,  what  number  of  navy  yards  does  the  navy,  viewed  in  its  present  and 
probable  future  state,  require,  to  secure  to  it  all  the  advantages  and  facilities  necessary  to  render  it  in 
the  highest  degree  efficient? 

To  form  a  satisfactory  opinion  upon  this  important  point,  we  must  look  to  our  seaboard  and  consider 
well  the  localities  of  our  harbors.  It  will  be  found  that,  although  numerous,  there  are  but  few  of  them 
which  can  be  safely  entered  by  ships  of  the  line,  or  even  large  frigates;  and  surely  it  will  be  conceded 
that  none  other  should  be  selected  as  a  general  rendezvf)us  for  our  nayy. 

Our  maritime  frt)ntier  presents  two  prominent  positions,  of  which  a  skillful  invading  enemy  would 
endeavor  to  gain  possession,  as  enabling  him  more  effectually  than  any  other  to  harass  our  coasting  and 
foreign  trade,  and  cut  ofl'  our  internal  communication  by  water,  while  they  would  also  enable  him,  with 
but  a  small  military  force,  comparatively,  to  compel  us  to  maintain  more  than  ten  times  his  number  of 
troops  to  protect  points  in  the  very  heart  of  our  country  which  he  might  be  continually  threatening, 
although  he  might  never  seriously  design  to  attack.  These  positions  are  precisely  those  which  we  should 
most  vigilantly  preserve  from  his  grasp.  The  vary  reasons  which  render  them  objects  of  great  interest 
to  him,  render  them  doubly  important  to  us.  If  he,  possessing  them,  could  thus  seriously  annoy  us,  we, 
having  them  in  possession,  could  then  most  effectually  protect  our  line  of  coast,  and  assail  him,  should  he 
attempt  a  blockade.  An  enemy,  excluded  from  these  positions,  can  nowhere  upon  our  coast  find  more 
than  temporary  shelter  for  his  ships.  It  is,  indeed,  confidently  believed  that,  if  we  had  these  two  points 
well  secured,  (and  we  surely  possess  amply  the  means  of  rendering  them  so)  the  inducements  to  main- 
tain a  squadron  upon  our  coast  would  be  so  diminished,  the  difficulties,  inconveniences,  and  hazards  would 
be  so  numerous  and  so  serious,  that  an  enemy,  even  one  physically  and  numerically  our  superior  in  force 
of  ships,  would  find  it  his  interest  to  avoid  such  an  attempt. 

The  history  of  our  revolutionary  war,  and  our  experience  during  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain, 
indicate  these  two  positions  too  clearly  for  them  to  be  mistaken.  Our  past  sufferings  admonish  us  that 
the  Chesapeake  Bay  and  the  waters  near  Rhode  Island  are  our  most  vulnerable  points;  but  while  this  is 
admitted,  there  is  great  satisfaction  in  the  reflection  that  they  are  known  to  be  susceptible  of  perfect  de- 
fence; and,  from  their  relative  positions  to  each  other,  their  accessibility  at  all  times  to  ships  of  the 
greatest  draft  of  water,  and  their  greater  range  of  anchoring  grounds  than  are  afforded  by  any  other 
harbors  in  our  whole  line  of  coast,  they  form,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners,  the  two  most  important 
and  desirable  points  for  the  general  rendezvous  of  our  navy,  in  peace  as  well  as  in  war;  and  these,  they 
think,  would,  in  every  view,  be  the  most  judicious  locations  for  our  chief  naval  depots. 

The  central  position,  the  mildness  and  salubrity  of  the  climate,  the  facilities  of  ingress  and  egress, 
and  the  almost  inexhaustible  supplies  of  ship  timber  afforded  by  the  Chesapeake  and  its  tributary  streams, 
render  it  superior  to  any  other  place  on  our  whole  line  of  coast  for  a  great  naval  station  and  depot;  and 
next  in  the  order  of  importance,  for  such  purposes,  is  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  or  some  other  spot  in  Narra- 
ganset  Bay. 

Aside  of  all  the  considerations  which  recommend  these  as  the  most  important  positions  for  naval 
depots  and  stations,  in  reference  to  the  local  advantages  and  facilities  they  aflbrd  for  the  rendezvous  of 
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ships,  there  are  other  views  whicli  strike  our  minds  with  increased  force  and  interest,  and  conduct  us  to 
similar  conclusions. 

Let  us,  sir,  for  a  moment,  contemplate  a  state  of  war,  and  suppose  these  to  be  the  general  rendez- 
vous of  our  guarda  costa,  consisting  of  the  liue-of-battle  ships,  aided  by  steam  batteries.  These, 
co-operating  with  the  permanent  fortifications  now  in  progress,  would  place  these  points  in  a  state  of 
security,  and  enable  us  to  protect  extensively,  if  not  effectually,  our  inland  and  coasting  trade,  and  to 
render  invasion  diiScult  and  hazardous  at  any  point,  and  probably  impracticable  at  must;  while  our 
frigates,  sloops-of-war,  and  smaller  vessels  sailing  thence,  as  they  would  be  able  to  do  at  all  times,  and 
returning,  as  they  might,  in  all  winds,  would  annoy  the  commerce  of  the  enemy  in  distant  seas,  even  on 
his  own  coasts  and  at  the  mouths  of  his  harbors;  to  protect  which  he  would  necessarily  be  obliged  to 
draw  the  larger  part  of  his  force  from  our  coast  (if  stationed  there.)  We  might  thus  compel  him  to  act 
on  the  defensive,  while  the  chances  of  our  merchant  and  other  vessels  returning  safely  into  port  would 
be  greatly  increased.  The  importance  of  a  navy  does  not  depend  so  much  upon  the  number  of  ships,  as 
upon  their  size  and  efficiency,  and  a  judicious  disposition  of  them,  in  reference  to  our  own  protection  and 
the  annoyance  of  an  enemy  to  the  greatest  possible  extent. 

In  time  of  peace  our  ships,  particularly  those  of  the  line  and  frigates,  ought  to  be  laid  up  in  situa- 
tions where  they  could  most  easily  be  united,  and  their  services  most  readily  commanded,  in  defensive 
operations  against  an  enemy  coming  suddenly  upon  our  coast,  and  bringing  with  him,  as  it  might  happen, 
the  first  intelligence  of  his  having  declared  war  against  us  In  this  view  of  the  subject  the  two  positions 
referred  to  again  present  themselves  as  being  more  desirable  than  any  other  for  the  rendezvous  of  our 
navy  between  the  Chesapeake  and  Newport;  each  being  so  accessible,  so  easy  of  egress  and  ingress, 
that  a  junction  of  forces,  stationed  at  them,  might  generally,  if  not  all  times,  be  effected  in  less  than  forty 
hours.  This  is  an  advantage  of  vast  importance,  not  possessed  by  any  other  two  posts  fit  for  the  rendez- 
vous of  our  ships-of-war  on  our  whole  maritime  frontier.  Between  Boston  and  the  Chesapeake,  to  form 
such  a  conjunction  under  ordinary  circumstances,  it  might  take  ten  days,  or  even  a  longer  time;  but, 
with  adverse  winds  and  other  causes  not  unlikely  to  occur,  the  detention  would  be  incalculable;  for,  so 
long  as  they  should  continue,  a  ship-of-war  might  not  be  able  to  get  out  of  the  harbor  of  Boston. 

But  we  have  incurred  great  expense  in  establishing  other  yards,  and  what  shall  be  done  with  them? 

At  Boston,  the  buildings  and  improvements  are  highly  valuable,  and  the  dock  now  in  progress  at 
that  yard  makes  it  desirable  that  it  should  be  retained  as  an  auxiliary  establishment.  Its  dense  and 
active  population,  its  numerous  artificers  and  mechanics,  and  other  resources  it  affords,  give  it  facilities 
in  the  building  and  repairing  of  ships.  It  is  understoood  that  a  canal  is  in  contemplation  between  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  and  the  waters  of  Rhode  Island;  and  should  this  work  be  completed  upon  a  scale  sufficiently 
extensive  to  admit  the  passage  of  steam  batteries  and  sloops-of-war,  it  would  become  highly  important  as 
presenting  the  means  of  affording  additional  protection  to  oiu-  whole  line  of  coast  east  of  Cape  Cod  and 
Nantucket  South  shoal,  by  a  direct,  safe,  and  speedy  communication  between  Boston  and  Newport; 
while  merchant  vessels  bound  to  Boston  would  often,  particularly  in  time  of  war,  avail  themselves  of  this 
channel  to  reach  their  destined  port.  For  our  ships  rendezvousing  at  or  near  Newport,  Boston  might 
thus  be  relied  upon  as  furnishing  many  of  the  necessary  supplies  that  may  be  required,  either  during 
peace  or  war. 

As  has  heretofore  been  observed,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  is  liable  to  particular  objection;  and  its  remote 
position,  and  Boston  intervening,  deprive  it  of  any  advantages  it  might  otherwise  possess  as  an  auxiliary 
establishment.  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Pensacola  are  neither  of  them  easily  accessible;  the  two 
latter  cannot  be  entered  by  ships  of  great  draft  of  water  at  any  time. 

The  yard  at  Washington  has  been  established  at  great  expense;  it  possesses  factories  of  chain 
cables,  anchors,  cambooses,  blocks,  castings,  and  laboratory  stores  generally;  and  advantages  attach 
to  these  valuable  factories  being  conducted  under  the  immediate  eye  of  government;  and  although,  like 
Philadelphia,  it  does  not  afford  a  sufficient  depth  of  water  to  admit  the  passage  of  ships  of  heavy  draft, 
with  their  guns  and  stores  on  board,  yet  still,  considering  its  connection  with  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  and 
the  facility  with  which  the  hulls  of  ships  of  the  largest  class  may  be  towed  to  Hampton  Roads  or  Norfolk, 
by  common  steamboats,  it  will  be  seen  that  it  is  not  destitute  of  advantages,  even  as  a  building  yard,  if 
viewed  in  the  light  of  an  auxiliary  to  a  larger  and  more  important  establishment  in  the  lower  waters  of 
the  Chesapeake. 

Upon  the  whole,  with  respect  to  the  number  of  yards,  viewing  the  question  in  all  its  aspects,  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  with  great  deference,  submit  the  opinion,  that  with  the  exception  of  the 
yards  at  Boston,  Washington,  and  Norfolk,  and  another  near  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  (principally  as  a  place 
for  the  deposit  of  stores)  all  of  our  other  yards  might,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  (allowing  time  to 
remove  the  ships,  &c.)  be  dispensed  with,  without  injury  to  the  naval  service,  provided  an  establishment 
be  made  near  Newport,  R.  I.;  that  the  places  of  general  rendezvous,  in  peace  and  in  war,  should  he  the 
Chesapeake  Bay  and  the  Avaters  at  or  near  Newport;  that  the  yard  at  Washington  should  be  retained  as 
an  auxiliary  to  the  one,  and  that  at  Boston  as  an  auxiliary  to  the  other.  And  the  opinion  is  confidently 
entertained  that  economy  and  efficiency  would  be  greatly  promoted  by  such  an  arrangement. 

As  to  the  most  advisable  position  near  Newport,  a  satisfactory  judgment  cannot  be  formed  until  a 
thorough  and  minute  examination  shall  have  been  made.  It  is  known  that  there  are  several  suitable 
places,  but  it  is  not  known  which  is  entitled  to  a  preference. 

With  regard  to  "  the  preservation  of  ships  in  ordinary  from  the  injuries  arising  from  climate,"  much 
has  been  said  and  written  by  men  of  practical  information,  and  many  theories  still  exist  upon  the  subject. 
It  is  believed,  however,  that  the  climate  from  the  Chesapeake  eastward,  does  not  difler  so  much  as  to 
affect  materially  the  preservation  of  ships  at  any  one  of  our  yards  more  than  another;  that,  if  a  ship  be 
originally  built  of  the  best  materials,  and  be  in  sound  condition  and  well  caulked,  when  placed  in 
ordinary,  she  may,  by  excluding  the  sun  and  rain,  keeping  her  thoroughly  clean,  dry,  and  well  ventilated, 
and  winding  her  occasionally,  be  preserved  in  that  state  in  either  of  the  yards.  The  great  cause  of  early 
decay  in  our  ships  is  confidently  believed  to  be,  in  their  having  been  planked  with  timber,  sometimes  cut 
in  the  wrong  season,  (although  always  endeavored  to  be  guarded  against  in  the  contracts)  most  generally 
not  well  seasoned,  and  not  unfrequently  to  the  union  of  both  causes.  The  frames  being  of  live  oak,  may 
almost  be  considered  as  imperishable. 

These  observations  apply  to  all  ships  placed  in  ordinary,  whether  they  have  been  in  actual  service 
or  not  prior  to  their  being  placed  there.  While  in  actual  service,  it  is  found  that  ships  do  not  decay  as 
rapidly  as  they  do  when  lying  in  ordinary  unprotected  from  the  weather;  but  if  protected  in  the  way 
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above  suggested,  they  may  be  pieserved  much  h)n2:e  m  oulinai-\  t'iniA\hli  iiisiim.i  it  si  i  .is  they 
are  not  subject  to  the  weai  and  teai,  and  MCit-situdes  of  climate,  \\  Im  h  m  ss  K  m  si  i  \  n  t  mi  xposed  to. 
It  would  be  a  difficult  tahk  indeed  to  "estimate  the  losses  su-l  im  I  n  i  i<  i  ih  pnsint  s\stem  of 
management,  with  lefeieiice  to  the  quality  and  condition  of  the  m  it(  i  ils  us  1  m  ih  ,  nsdui  iiun  uf  our 
ships."  From  nc  (<  ss)i\  (\(i  sm,  ,  tli  (n  iIidii  "t  uni  lll^^  w  (  hi\(  1  (  n  i  iii|i(lli(l  to  use,  to  a 
great  extent,  uns(  is  m  I  liml  (  i  m  tin  i  iisIukIi  ii  iii1i(|mii  (1I..111  shij.s  lu  iim  ihuik  iisl  expenditures 
and  great  loss  ot  tiiiK    1  iii\  ilu  il   1    m  a\    1      u  is  n^  Ikh  1  th(    lu  tc  ssiu  i.l  in   jik  ntK  n  p  ui  iii^  them 

The  remedy  tor  thit.  f  m1  consists  in  pioMdint;  e\tensi\e  sujiplics  ot  ship  timlici,  and  pi  k  iii_  it  m  a 
state  to  be  well  seasoned  befoie  it  shall  be  used,  and  by  never  using,  eithei  m  tlie  constiiu  li  11  (n  m  p  ms 
of  our  ships,  timbei  that  shall  not  be  perfectly  seasoned  The  Commissioneis  earnestly  u  (  nuni  ud  ihis 
subject  to  your  consideiation;  and  thej'  would  also  lespectfully  lecommend  that  oui  vess(  K  m  (ii<luiaiy 
be  all  placed  m  tht  state  pieviously  indicated  as  necessary  to  preseive  them  fiom  decay.  The}  cannot 
be  so  preseived  without  being  well  piotected  by  close  cu\eiings  or  loofs  ovei  them.  It  was,  indeed, 
hoped  that  this  point,  often  heietofoie  uiged,  -would  have  so  fai  claimed  the  favoiable  attention  of 
Congress  as  to  have  induced  that  honoiable  body  to  have  in  id    thi    ix  1 1  ssaiy  appropriations. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  submit  the  result  of  our  obscrvut  i^  ms  :nid  imiuiries  with  respect  to  the  modes 
of  seasoning  ship  timber.  As  to  the  best  methods,  many  opi-iimis  exist,  and  it  is  yet  an  unsettled  point 
among  the  most  experienced  and  intelligent.  Weighing  all  these  opinimis,  and  referring  to  our  own  past 
experience,  we  imline  tn  the  conclusion  that  the  following  would  be  found  as  effectual,  if  not  more  so, 
than  any  other  thai  could  be  adopted,  viz: 

Live  (III/.-  liiiiliiT.  Let  it  be  immersed  in  water  for  twelve  months,  then  taken  up  and  placed  under 
cover  to  prntect  it  against  the  sun,  rain,  and  high  winds;  its  immersion  is  recommended  by  the  fact,  that 
it  renders  it  less  liable  to  split  or  rent. 

Tl7(/:/c>  oal'  timber.  Let  it  be  docked  about  eighteen  months  in  fresh,  or  two  years  in  salt  water,  then 
taken  up  and  sawed  into  such  sizes  as  may  be  required,  then  placed  under  cover  for  two  or  three  years, 
when  it  will  be  fit  for  use. 

Yellow  pine.  Let  it  be  docked  for  about  twelve  months,  then  taken  up  and  sawed  to  proper  sizes 
for  use,  then  placed  under  cover  for  about  two  years. 

Ilaxt  liiithrr.  Let  it  be  immersed  in  water  and  covered  in  mud,  and  continued  in  that  state  until  it 
shall  be  re(|iiinMl  fur  use. 

All  timber  (,ii;;lit  1(1  be  cut,  if  practicable,  when  the  greatest  portion  of  the  sap  is  arrested  in  its 
circulation,  (.say  I'reiii  the  first  of  November  to  the  last  of  February,)  and  after  being  immersed  in  water, 
ought  never  to  be  taken  out  at  any  other  season  than  early  in  the  spring,  if  to  be  avoided,  and  it  should 
then,  as  early  as  may  be  practicable,  after  being  sawed  or  reduced  to  proper  sizes  required  in  ship 
building,  be  put  under  sheds  so  constructed  as  to  admit  a  free  circulation  of  air,  but  at  the  same  time  to 
shield  it  from  too  much  exposure  to  the  sun  and  strong  currents  of  air.  It  is  believed,  if  the  timber  used 
in  the  construction  of  our  ships  was  to  undergo  a  process  like  this,  that  their  durability  would  be 
increaseil  twofold. 

The  ('iiiiiniissinnprs  entertain  no  doubt  that  much  loss  has  been  sustained  by  "  launching  ships  before 
they  are  reipiired  fur  sirviei."  On  the  stocks,  well  protected,  a  ship  can  be  preserved  almost  without 
expense  fur  a  -real  iiiiiiilier  ><(  years — probably  as  long  as  the  furniture  of  a  house,  particularly  if  built 
of  the  best  materials  ami  ]iniperly  ventilated. 

LauiichcMl,  and  not  protected  while  building  by  a  house  or  other  covering  from  the  weather,  as  has, 
from  necessity,  been  the  case  with  many  of  our  ships,  and  continuing  unprotected,  their  decay  soon 
commences  and  becomes  destructive,  particularly  in  their  planking. 

As  to  the  effect  of  different  kinds  of  water  upon  copper  on  ships  lying  in  ordinary,  salt  water  is, 
doubtless,  more  corrosive  than  fresh.  In  fresh  water,  where  there  is  not  a  strong  current,  such  copper  as 
is  used  for  our  ships  (32  oz.)  wmild  jimliably  last  twenty  to  twenty-five  years.  In  salt  water  the  effects 
upon  copper,  depending  pnihalily  iipeii  the  degree  of  saltness,  differ  at  different  places.  The  bottoms  of 
our  ships,  ill  seme  sitiiaiiuns,  sdcn  l.ecdnie  haniaeled,  and  even  muscles  and  oysters  attach  themselves  to 
the  cdjiiier  ami  prti\e  ver\-  in  jiiiiiais.  In  .itlier  sit  iiai  iwns,  when  the  water  is  only  a  little  brackish,  a  crust 
i.s  I'lirined  en  tlie  (xlernal  siiilaee  ef  ilie  eupper,  wliieh  Slime  suppose  protects  the  interior  copper,  and  it 
may  d"  so  in  a  small  degree,  lint  the  fact  admitted,  that  copper  can  be  preserved  longer  in  fresh  than  in 
salt  water,  still  the  contrary  is,  110  doubt,  the  case  with  regard  to  the  limber  of  ships,  which  is  universally 
believed  to  be  more  durable  in  salt  than  in  fresh  -water;  and  this  is  a  far  more  important  material  than 
copper  in  the  construction  of  our  ships,  whether  we  refer  to  the  cost  or  the  difSculty  of  providing  it. 

Suitable  copper  may  lie  readily  obtained  at  all  times  and  seasons;  but  it  requires  years  to  procure 
suitable  ship  tiinbc^r.  And  it  may  be  remarked,  as  worthy  of  consideration,  that  the  water  is  salt  in  all 
of  our  harbors  in  any  way  calculated  as  rendezvous  for  our  navy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  RODGERS. 

Hon.  John  Branch,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Washington,  July  3,  1829. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that,  in  compliance  with  your  instructions  of  the  6th  of  April 
last,  I  left  this  city  on  th  ■  12th  of  the  same  month,' accompanied  by  Commodore  Patterson,  L.  Baldwin, 
Esq.,  civil  engineer,  and  Mr.  George  Baldwin,  his  assistant,  but  that,  owing  to  unavoidable  delays  in 
descending  the  Ohio  and  iMississippi  rivers,  and  seven  days'  detention  at  New  Orleans,  M^e  were  prevented 
from  reaching  Pensacola  until  the  14th  of  June. 

Commodore  Patterson  was  unfortunately  taken  ill  on  our  passage  down  the  Ohio,  and  such  became 
his  prostration  of  strength,  occasioned  by  the  severity  of  his  disease,  said  to  be  inflammatory  rheumatism, 
that,  by  the  time  we  arrived  at  New  Orleans,  all  hopes  of  a  speedy  recovery,  likely  to  enable  him  to 
accompany  us  further,  had  entirely  vanished.  The  untoward  event,  I  can  assure  you,  sir,  occasioned  me 
much  pain  and  regret,  as  well  on  account  of  his  own  sufferings,  and  those,  too,  under  circumstances  of 
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the  most  agj^ravatcd  character,  as  that  it  deprived  me  of  the  many  advantages  I  had  promised  mj-self  to 
derive  from  his  advice  and  assistance. 

Arriving  at  Fensacola,  as  before  mentioned,  and  having  made  the  necessary  preliminary  arrange- 
ments, our  operations  were  commenced  the  next  day:  the  engineers,  on  an  examination  and  survey  of  the 
navy  yard  and  adjacent  waters,  in  reference  to  their  suitableness  for  the  erection  of  wharves  and  the  con- 
struction of  a  marine  railway  for  the  repairs  of  sloops-of-war  and  smaller  vessels;  whilst,  at  the  same 
time,  my  own  attention  was  directed  to  a  general  examination  of  the  whole  establishment  with  regard  to 
its  police,  its  expenditures,  the  number,  size,  and  character  of  its  buildings,  and  other  improvements,  &c.; 
and  I  now  have  the  honor  of  submitting  to  you,  for  the  consideration  of  the  President,  a  report  upon  those 
and  upon  all  other  matters  to  which  your  letter  of  instructions  directed  my  attention. 

Flan  No.  1  will,  on  examination,  be  found  to  contain  a  correct  and  minute  delineation  of  the  Fensacola 
Navy  yard,  with  all  the  improvements  which  have  been  made  therein  up  to  this  time,  showing  the  depth 
of  water  at  different  distances  from  the  shore,  including  the  number  and  description  of  houses,  and  every 
other  appendage  now  belonging  to  that  establishment.  But  before  venturing  further  on  the  snbject  of 
additional  improvements,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  to  the  President  and  yourself  the  propriety  of 
entering  more  fully  than  seems  to  have  been  hitherto  done,  into  an  invest  gation  and  analysis  of  the  geo- 
graphical position,"  in  regard  to  the  protection  of  our  commerce  and  the  suppression  of  piracy  in  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico  and  the  West  Indies:  bearing  in  mind  the  small  depth  of  water  on  Fensacola  bar  (22  feet  6 
inches  at  high  water),  the  difficulty  of  ingress  and  egress  at  all  tinie-^:  ile  sterility  of  the  soil  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  yard  and  for  forty  miles  in  every  direction;  the  impossibility  of  preserving  salted  provisions 
and  bread  for  any  great  length  of  time;  and  more  particularly  the  high  prices  of  labor  and  provisions,  and 
the  uncertainty  and  difficulty  of  obtaining  mechanics  and  laborers  from  time  to  time,  as  the  exigencies  and 
nature  of  the  service  to  be  performed  may  render  expedient.  These  circumstances  being  considered,  and 
their  consequences  duly  weighed  and  understood,  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  the  President  and  yourself 
will,  on  a  closer  examination  of  the  subject,  perceive  that  Fensacola,  as  a  naval  station,  neither  possesses 
by  nature  nor  can  be  made  by  artificial  means  to  supply,  in  an  essential  degree,  any  of  the  requisites 
called  for  in  an  establishment,  the  object  of  which  is  to  afford  succor  and  give  efficiency  to  the  operations 
of  a  naval  force,  such  as  it  would  be  found  necessary  to  employ  in  giving  anything  like  efficient  protec- 
tion to  so  important  and  extensive  a  commerce  as  is  constantly  to  be  found  passing  to  and  from  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico  and  adjacent  seas,  from  every  part  of  our  extensive  seaboard,  from  the  Mississippi  to  Maine. 

Whether  the  view  I  have  taken  of  this  subject,  in  relation  to  the  obstacles  attendant  on  Fensacola 
being  made  a  principal  naval  station,  even  admitting  it  to  be  intended  only  for  the  security  and  protection 
of  the  immense  amount  of  commercial  products  to  which  the  Ohio,  the  Mississippi,  the  Aiissouri,  and  their 
almost  numberless  tributary  streams  are  constantly  giving  vent,  has  anything  of  correctness  in  it,  no 
person  is  better  capable  of  deciding  than  the  President  himself:  for,  in  addition  to  hs  ability  to  under- 
stand the  subject  fully  in  all  its  relations,  he  is  known  to  be  familiarly  acquainted  with  the  position, 
properties,  and  localities  of  the  country  to  which  the  preceding  remarks  are  intended  to  have  reference. 

In  addition  to  the  plan  No.  1,  herewith  handed  you,  I  shall,  in  a  few  days,  receive  from  Mr.  Baldwin, 
another  plan  of  the  navy  yard;  such  as  will  serve  as  a  guide  in  the  direction  and  application  of  all  future 
expenditures  in  the  erection  of  quarters  for  officers,  warehouses,  blacksmiths'  shops,  timber  sheds,  sail 
lofts,  rigging  lofts,  joiners'  shops,  and  wharves;  also,  a  report  on  the  practicability  and  cost  of  con- 
structing a  marine  railway,  suitable  for  the  repair  of  sloops-of-war  and  other  vessels.  These,  when  re- 
ceived, I  shall  also  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you. 

With  respect  to  the  most  eligible  site  that  could  be  found  for  the  erection  of  a  naval  hospital,  at  a 
convenient  distance  from  the  navy  yard,  permit  me  to  refer  you  to  paper  B,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy: 

B. 

Tlie  undersigned,  with  the  advice  and  assistance  of  L.  Baldwin,  Esq.,  civil  engineer,  examined 
the  lands  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Fensacola  Navy  yard,,  with  a  view,  in  conformity  with  your  instruc- 
tions, to  the  selection  of  a  suitable  site  for  the  erection  of  a  naval  hospital,  and  has  the  honor  to  report 
that — whatever  kind  of  building  it  may  be  deemed  expedient  to  construct  for  this  purpose,  between  the 
village  of  Barrancas  and  the  navy  yard,  distant  from  the  former  a  little  more  than  a  fourth,  and  from  the 
latter  about  half  a  mile — a  suitable  spot,  on  land  already  belonging  to  the  government,  for  the  location  of 
such  establishment,  is  to  be  found,  containing  nearly,  if  not  all  the  advantages  most  desirable  in  such  an 
institution,  viz: 

1.  The  site  herein  recommended  is  such  as  to  ensure  to  it  complete  protection  from  two  forts,  in- 
tended to  be  erected  to  the  eastward  of  it,  one  of  which  is  already  commenced;  the  other,  preparations 
are  making  to  commence;  the  first,  on  the  west  end  of  Santa  Rosa  Island;  the  other,  on  an  eminence  in 
advance  of  the  Barrancas. 

2.  It  has  the  advantage  of  easier  access  than  any  other  place,  by  land  as  well  as  by  water;  not  only 
with  the  navy  yard,  but  with  the  shipping  in  the  harbor. 

3.  It  stands  on  a  high,  airy,  and  commanding  position;  affordin  a  fine  view  of  Fensacola  Bay,  and 
of  the  sea,  to  the  utmost  extent  of  human  vision. 

4.  It  lies  within  forty  yards  of  a  never-failing  spring  of  as  good  water  as  any  to  be  found  in  the 
neighborhood. 

5.  It  is  situated  in  the  midst  of  an  extensive  grove  of  young  thrifty  live  oaks,  pine,  black  oak,  mag- 
nolia, and  i-ed  bay  trees. 

6.  Being  upon  the  highest  part  of  a  hammock,  the  land,  although  not  rich,  may  be  made,  with  but 
little  labor  and  expense,  to  produce  vegetables  in  as  great  abundance  as  any  other  spot  in  the  vicinity. 

It  is  believed  that  a  frame  building,  the  cost  of  which  not  exceeding  $8,000,  would  be  found  amply 
sufficient  for  the  accommodation  and  comfort  of  any  number  of  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  that  our 
squadron,  cruising  in  the  West  Indies,  would  ever  find  it  necessary  to  send  to  an  establishment  of  this 
kind.  Such  a  building,  if  constructed  of  good  materials,  would  last,  it  is  thought,  twenty-five  or  thirty 
years,  without  further  expense  than  occasionally  a  coat  of  paint,  and  such  trifling  repairs  as  the  invalids 
of  the  institution  could,  from  time  to  time,  be  able  to  make. 

The  site  recommended  has  already  on  it  the  sills  of  a  building;  the  dimensions  of  which,  and  the 
cost  of  completing  it,  you  will  find  described  on  paper  H.  This  building,  if  completed,  would,  it  is 
thought,  answer  sufficiently  well  for  the  present. 
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Upon  the  subject  of  the  land  sold  to  the  Navy  DepavtnuMit  1  y  ('oluncl  Josopli  M.  Wliitc,  on  liis  own 
account,  and  as  agent  for  Judge  Henry  M.  Brackenridgi-,  ;niil  Imi-  I'laiicisc.i  :i:i,1  I'cnliiiainhi  Mm-ino,  I 
spent  five  days  in  examining-  the  four  tracts.  The  twu  first  .■>.iisis!  dl'  l,tKiO  aipints-  1  -uni  the  pro- 
perty of  Col.  White,  cost  tlie  Department  $2,700;  400,  lirl,,i,-in- to  Jiul-e  liiackeuridgo',  cuU  $2,200. 
These  two  tracts  are  bounded  on  the  south  by  Santa  llosa  SmihhI,  and  on  the  east  and  west  by  lands 
belonging  to  the  United  States;  the  eastern  boundary  ul'  the  liist  (1,200  arpents)  being  six,  and  the  last 
(400)  about  four  miles  distant  from  the  extreme  t'lid  dl  Deer  I'oint. 

On  the  tract  purchased  of  Jud-c  ISiackcnri.l-c,  (s,mj  plat  No.—,)  I  should  suppose,  from  the  best 
examination  I  was  enabled  to  make  that  (hk -t.imili  ,,['  the  whole  may  be  considered  what  is  commonly 
denominated  hammock  land — the  soil  from  twalvc  i.i  ci^-hteen  inches  deep,  consisting  of  decomposed 
vegetable  substances  and  oyster  slulls,  iiitiimixcd  with  the  fine  white  sand,  forming  by  nature  so  larce 
a  portion  of  the  soil  of  Florida,  particidaily  iliat  part  bordering  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  On  one  part'of 
these  hammocks,  one  hundred  or  moic  live  nak  trees,  of  large  growth,  are  to  be  seen,  and  on  the  other 
large  stumps  of  the  same  tree  are  Iniiinl;  thus  lumishing,  if  not  conclusive,  strong  presumptive  evidence 
that  asoil  that  had  oaee  -iveii  -lowth  t.i  such  timlicr,  mi,i;lit,  with  can>  and  proper  management,  be  made 
to  produce  it  again;  itih:i  liy  traus|ilaiiiiii-- yomi-- and  tin  ilt  y  tncs,  at  least  by  sowing  acorns  taken  from 
trees  of  large  growih  ^vhih-  in  a  snund  hcaltliv  state  On  the  adjnining  1,200  arpents,  purchased  of 
Colonel  White,  (ser  plat  \o.  — i  I  am  Ird  tu  hi'lieve,  takiu-  ih.'  whnl..  tn-ether,  that  n..t  mm-e  than  one- 
sixth  part  can  propi  riy  he  .all.  d  hainincek  lands;  this,  parlnadarl  v  the  liamino.'k  land,  is  similar  in 
quality  to  that  purelia-cd  nf  .lud-v  Urark,  iuid,--<-  an.l  IVum  the  nniul.rr  nf  lar.-c  stunij.s  |u  I,,,  ni.'t  with, 
it  is  inferred  that  lar.^e  live  nak  tr.M.s  had  (niee  gmwn  on  it.  At  preseid,  hdwever,  it  lias  hut  few,  if  any,' 
of  this  description,  although  it  coiitaiiic(l  scNiral  thousand  young  trees,  twelve  to  twenty  and  twenty-five 
feet  in  height,  and  two.  three,  and  fnur  imhes  in  diameter.  The  timber  on  the  easternmost  part  of  this 
tract  consists  principally  of  a  stunted  gruwth  ui  pitch  pine,  intermixed  with  scrub,  blackjack,  and  water 
oaks. 

The  improvements  on  the  two  tracts  are  as  follows:  On  that  purchased  of  Judge  Brackenrido-e,  a 
frame  dwelling,  one  story  high,  (not  plastered)  containing  two  large,  and  four  small  rooms,  with  a  large 
passage  running  through  the  centre,  having  a  portico  in  front  and  another  in  the  rear  of  the  house  ;  a  log 
kitchen,  a  stable,  and  other  small  out-houses;  two  gardens — the  large  one  having  in  it  several  hundred 
small  orange  and  peach  trees;  the  other,  used  principally  as  a  vegetable  garden,  has  some  small  fruit 
trees  and  shrubbery.  In  addition  to  these,  there  are  two  new  rou.gh  lo.g  buildings,  sufficiently  capacious 
to  accommodate  twenty  negroes.  On  the  tract  purchased  of  Colotud  White,  there  are  no  improvements, 
other  than  the  remains  of  two  small  log-  buildings,  said  to  liavc  I'^m  Imilt  by  General  Call. 

At  the  time  I  visited  these  lands,  there  were  twenty  hands  ciniihiyed  in  cutting  down,  and  clearing 
out  from  among  the  young  live  oaks,  all  the  undergrowth  and  cither  trees,  such  as  white  bay,  black 
jack,  scrub,  black  and  water  oaks,  magnolia,  A:e. ;  and,  in  this  way,  it  was  judged  by  Mr.  Davis^  the 
overseer,  who  accompanied  me,  that  nearly  oi-  (|uitr  I'oo  arpents  had  already  been  cleared;  in  addition  to 
two  avenues  in  a  north  and  south  direction,  and  anuther  in  the  centre,  running  east  and  west,  that  had 
been  cut  through  tlie  woods  to  give  free  circulatiuu  to  the  air,  and  prevent  injurious  effects  from  fires, 
such  as  these  lands  had  picviou-ly  licen  subjected  to  from  Indian  hunters  and  others.     On  the  lands  thus 

cleared,  the  overseer  assuicil  that    there  were  now  growing  113  lull  grown  trees;  426   of  six  inches 

and  over  in  diameter:   1  ],('<:',:>  heiwecn   wvd  and  six  inches;  and  9,965  of  two  inches  and  under;  making 

Frnhi  the  limited  exainiiiatieii  1  wasenahlcd  to  make  of  these  lands,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  say 
■witli  i>ieeisi(>n  \in\v  manv  aeres  had  lieen  elearc/d,  or  how  many  live  oak  trees  they  contained;  but  from 
what  1  did  observe,  (anti  my  wliole  attention  was  given  to  the  subject,)  I  am  strongly  inclined  to  believe 
that  the  overseer's  statement  is  nearly  if  not  quite  correct. 

Colonel  White  I  found  was  at  Tallahassee,  and  as  it  would  have  requii-ed  twenty  days  for  a  letter  to 
reach  him  by  due  course  of  mail,  I  was  under  the  necessity  of  giving  up  the  expectation  of  seeing  him 
before  my  departure;  and  Judge  Brackenridge  having  left  Pensacola  for  Philadelphia  before  my  arrival, 
precluded  my  obtaining  from  him  an  account  of  the  expense  that  had  already  been  incurred,  or  of  the 
sums  necessary  to  satisfy  existing  claims  against  the  lands,  for  the  improvement  of  which  he  had  been 
appointed  the  superintendent. 

I  now  come  to  the  two  tracts,  one  consisting  of  1,250  arpents,  purchased  of  Colonel  White  for  the  sum 
of  $2,361.11;  the  other  of  800  arpents,  purchased  through  him,  as  the  agent  of  Francisco  and  Ferdinando 
Mori  no,  for  the  sum  of  $3,000.  In  the  examination  of  these  lands  I  spent  two  days,  and  was  assisted  in 
my  reseai-ehes  liy  ('a|itain  Woolsey  of  the  navy,  and  a  respectable  Spaniard,  a  native  of  the  village  of 
Barraneas,  nanieil  (' luings  or  Cummin. 

Tlie  l,2.jO  ariients  (see  plat  No.  — ),  are  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Grand  Bayou,  south  by  the 
Grand  La.goon,  east  by  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  On  this  tract,  which  lies  about  three  miles  west  of  the 
Barrancas,  there  is  a  large  hammock  of  about  150  arpents,  that  contains  some  large  live  oaks,  and  a  con- 
siderable number  of  others  of  recent  growth,  from  three  to  six  inches  in  diameter,  intermixed  with  pitch 
pine,  red  bay,  black  oak,  magnolia,  and  other  trees  of  a  small  size.  This  hammock  does  not  appear  to 
differ  in  the  quality  of  its  soil  fi'om  those  inspected  on  Santa  Rosa  Sound;  and  from  what  I  was  able  to 
observe  by  passing  around  it  and  into  it  in  two  places,  as  far  as  the  xmdergrowth  would  permit  me  to 
penetrate,  I  am  led  to  believe  that  the  number  of  arpents  of  hammock  it  was  said  to  contain  does  not  differ 
es.seiitiall,v  fium  what  has  been  stated.  The  remainder  of  this  tract  consists  of  one-third,  perhaps,  of 
im[H  n(  ti  able  sw  amp,  covered  with  juniper,  white  bay,  and  other  trees  peculiar  to  such  land;  the  remaining 
twd-thiids  dl  sand,  in  most  places  thinly  covered  by  pitch  pine,  none  of  which  are  large  enough  for  spars. 

The  tiai  t  di'  SOO  arpents  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Grand  Bayou,  on  the  west  by  the  village  of 
Barrancas,  and  on  the  east  by  the  navy  yard.  This  tract  has  on  it  two  hammocks,  one  containing  perhaps 
thirty-five  or  forty,  the  other  twenty  or  twenty-five  arpents;  but  although  ithas,  like  the  other  hammocks, 
a  large  numbcn-  of  small  live  oak  trees,  and  some  large  stumps  of  the  same  kind  of  timber,  I  saw  none  of 
large  growth  The  soil,  like  all  the  rest,  is  generally  very  sandy,  and  unfit  for  cultivation.  It  is, 
however,  pii  ti\  w .  11  ehiihed  with  small  trees,  such  as  pine,  red  bay,  black  jack,  water  oak,  and  other 
wood  suitable  bii  Im  1.  Its  ehief  value  consists  in  its  vicinity  to  the  Great  Bayou — the  number  of  springs 
of  good  watei  it  supplies,  and  the  fine  elevated  prospect  that  part  bordering  on  the  Bay  of  Pensacola 
affords  of  the  sea.  It  is  on  this  ground  that  the  erection  of  a  hospital  is  recommended,  should  one  be 
thought  expedient. 
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On  my  return  fnim  Pcnsacola  in  the  Erie,  sloop-of-war,  (which  ship,  owing  to  the  bad  state  and  condi- 
tion of  her  bottom  and  standing  rigging,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  send  to  the  United  States  for  repairs) 
I  caUed  at  the  Dry  Tortugas,  where  I  spent  four  days  in  the  exar.iination  of  its  singular  harbor;  and  this 
I  was  enabled  to  do  effectually  by  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Baldwin  and  Captain  Turner,  with  the  boats  of 
the  Erie. 

The  Tortugas,  so  called,  consist  of  eleven  small  islands,  or  keys,  encircled  by  an  immense  roof  or 
bank,  formed  of  coral,  which  breaks  off  the  sea  in  every  direction,  and  contains  within  its  embrace  an 
outer  and  an  inner  harbor;  the  first  of  which,  besides  affording  a  safe  anchorage  at  all  seasons  of  the  year, 
is  sufficiently  capacious  to  ride  in  security  all  the  navies  of  Europe;  but  what  is  most  singular,  there  is 
within  this  harbor  another  still  more  secure,  which  in  its  character  may  be  said  to  be  unique;  uniting  as 
it  does  sufficient  depth  of  water  for  ships  of  the  largest  class  to  a  narrow  entrance,  not  more  than  120 
yards  wide;  ease  of  ingress  and  egress;  and  may  be  entered  or  departed  from  at  all  times,  let  the  wind 
be  from  what  point  nl'  tlir  riiiii|i;iss  it  may. 

This  singular  h:irlM,r,  when  cmsidered  in  reference  to  its  geographical  position  and  the  defence  of  our 
southwestern  coast,  may  jnslly  be  looked  upon  as  the  advance  post  of  that  portion  of  our  maritime 
frontier,  and  in  this  light  must  strike  every  one  as  possessing  peculiar  advantages,  tying,  as  it  does, 
directly  in  the  track  of  all  vessels  passing  to  and  fro,  not  only  between  it  and  the  Mississippi,  but  between 
every  part  of  West  Florida  and  our  eastern  States;  whilst  at  the  same  time  there  is  no  one  spot  on  our 
whnlf  line,  fniui  north  to  south,  that  presents  the  same  facilities  in  communicating  with  the  several  ports 
in  tlie  Islam!  ni'  Ciilja,  as  well  as  those  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  even  as  far  south  as  the  Bay  of  Honduras 

These,  ho\ve\er,  are  not  all  its  advantages;  for  on  referring  to  the  chart,  it  will  be  seen  that  not  only 
the  connnerce  of  Havana  and  of  the  Island  of  Cuba  generally,  but  even  the  homeward  bound  trade  of 
Jamaica,  would  be  subjected  to  its  grasp,  were  its  natural  advantages  to  be  aided  by  the  erection  of 
suitable  works  for  the  protection  and  convenience  of  a  competent  naval  force. 

With  all  these  advantages,  it  must  be  confessed  that  nature  has  not  supplied  it  with  every  essential 
necessary  to  the  i)erlVitibiliiy  oT  such  an  establishment,  inasmuch  as  no  fresh  water  or  firewood  of  any 
consequence  is  to  be  Inund  mi  <Mthcr  of  the  keys;  water,  however,  might  be  supplied  by  the  erection  of 
cisterns,  and  wood  from  Key  West  and  the  eastern  part  of  the  peninsula  of  Florida,  without  much  inconve- 
nience or  expense. 

The  base  of  the  whole  of  these  keys  is  formed  of  concrete  rock,  composed  of  coral  and  shells,  giving 
to  each  a  foundation  of  the  most  solid  and  permanent  kind ;  seven  of  them  are  clothed  with  a  rich  grove 
of  mangrove  trees  of  small  size,  and  various  shrubbery;  but  the  other  four  contain  little  or  no  vegetable 
productions,  although  turtle  and  fish  in  the  greatest  abundance  are  to  be  met  with  everywhere.  For  a 
minute  delineation  of  all  that  relates  to  these  islands  or  keys,  permit  me  to  refer  you  to  the  accompanying 
charts. 

All  the  papers  received  by  me,  having  any  relation  to  the  lands  purchased  of  Colonel  White  and  others, 
are  herewith  transmitted.  It  would  be  difficult  to  determine  the  value  of  these  lands;  for,  notwithstanding 
tliey  all  contain  considerable  quantities  of  timber,  suitable  for  firewood,  and  those  parts  called  hammocks 
might  be  made  t<i  priHhicc  live  oak,  it  is  believed,  still,  for  the  purposes  of  cultivation  there  is  but  a  small 
part,  I  should  think,  t'lat  is  of  any  value  whatever. 

All  which  is  icspcclluily  submitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  EODGERS. 

Honorable  John  Branch,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

The  drawings,  plans,  &c.,  connected  with  this  report  will,  when  received  from  the  engineer,  be 
transmitted. 


Cojjy  of  a  letter  from  Warren  R.  Davis,  Esquire,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated — 

Washington,  August  12,  1829. 

I  take  the  liberty,  partly  based  on  some  personal  intimacy,  but  chiefly  as  one  of  the  representatives 
of  a  neglected  portion  of  this  confederacy,  of  addressing  you  on  a  subject  that  I  consider  of  public 
interest. 

I  respectfully  request  that  you  will  cause  an  experiment  to  be  made  in  the  naval  service  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  fitness  and  utility  of  cotton  as  the  principal  element  of 
sails,  rigging,  &c.,  and  of  its  comparative  cost,  strength,  durability,  advantages  and  disadvantages. 
This  rc(|ucst  is  ])redicated  on  information  I  have  received  of  the  results  of  some  partial  experiments 
recently  made  in  the  United  States  sloop-of-war  the  Boston,  lately  returned  from  a  South  American 
Atlantic  station,  and  on  other  facts  and  experiments  in  the  merchant  service.  That  sails,  ligging,  &c., 
of  cotton  labri.-,  liave  been  long  used  in  the  navic-atinii  of  the  Ororian  Archipelago,  is  well  known;  and 
the  fart  lliat  tlie  A'lstriaii  as  well  as  the  Creek  sl.ips  in  (lie  ].,  vant  are  rlotli.Ml  entirely  with  that  mate- 
rial, is  amplv  siilliei.^nt  to  prove  that  rotten  is  tliere  use.!,  not  as  a  subsiilute,  Imt  in  preference  to  hemp. 
Hemp  is  oiu'  of  the  staple  priiductions  .rf  tiiat  country,,  and  tV-rnis  an  important  item  in  tjie  list  of  her 
exports;  cotton  is  not,  but  is  imported  from  other  countries.  I  am  informed  that  the  superior  celerity  of 
the  Greek  ships,  and  what  are  usually  called  the  Baltimore  clippers,  is  attributed  in  part  to  their  use  of 
cotton  canvas. 

The  maintopsail  of  the  Boston,  which  I  understand  was  mostly  used  and  relied  on  during  the  long 
voyage  from  which  she  has  just  returned,  was  of  cotton  canvas;  and  that  experiment  was  abundantly 
satisfactory  to  the  officers  on  board  of  its  strength,  durability  and  usefulness.  An  officer  of  that  ship,  of 
skill,  science,  and  the  most  scrupulous  accuracy,  has  promised  me  a  written  statement  of  the  facts  referred 
to,  as  well  also  of  some  experiments  in  the  merchant  service;  these  shall  be  furnished  you  as  soon  as 
received.     These  facts,  together  with  the  certificates  subjoined,  I  hope  will  be  considered  sufficient  to 
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authorize  a  full  and  fair  cxrii'riini'nt ;  csixM-inlly  as  t bo  cost  of  an  extra  set  of  sails,  &c.,  would  be  but 
little,  and  repay  that  little  liy  ilnir  srr\i,-.'.  'i'iiis  ajiplication  is  justified  not  only  by  its  i^robable 
important  results,  but  by  licpK  m  ami  irccm  |inM(Vi,aits. 

The  Navy  Department  has  Keen  n'piMi.'iliy  and  pivssin.a-ly  importnn;^d  t.i  ti'st  the  rorniiaralivo  niiM'its 
of  American  "hemp,  sail  d IK' k,  eV.'.:  aii>l  in  1  ^lis  i!,,.  Xaval  i;  iai-:I  ..l'  ( "  .iii,iiis.i,,!i'.r^  iind-a  a  full  r(>|i  aa  <.n 

the  subject,  which  was  iniliiiMlialcly  fclhiw-nl  Ky  a  law  ini|Hisiiin-  the  heavy  aii.l  ir|i|,ressive  ihlty  nt  S4."> 
per  ton  on  unmanufactured  liemi)  until  ilw  :;(»lli  June,  1829,  and  §■')  per  ion  annually,  until  the  duty  shall 
be  $60  per  ton.  A  similar  call  was  made  in  1827,  and  responded  to  in  is^'s  l,y  the  .<erieiaiy"of  the 
Treasury,  on  the  culture  of  si:k.  If  I  mistake  not,  a  resolution  was  adopted  hy  tlie  Ihuisc  nl  Kepresenta- 
tives  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ie  di-csi  a  plan  lur  supply- 
ing the  American  navy  with  cordage  and  canvas  of  domestic  produce  and  uuuiulacture.  The  request  I 
make  is  at  least  as  humble;  it  is  only  to  use  an  article  already  within  your  reach,  to  test  its  usefulness 
and  importance. 

If  the  result  of  the  experiment  should  be  as  I  most  confidently  expect,  its  importance  to  the  nation 
will  be  vast  indeed.  It  would  increase  the  demand  for  almost  double  the  amount  of  cotton  now  annually 
produced  in  the  United  States.  If  successful  here  it  would  be  speedily  adopted  by  the  navigating  inter- 
ests of  other  countries,  and  increase  the  demand,  and  open  a  market  for  that  product  to  an  amount 
beyond  the  reach  of  calculation. 

Hemp  can  be  profitably  cultivated  only  on  a  few  rich  alluvial  spots,  or  veins  of  land;  but  cotton  (not 
unequally  burthened  as  it  now  is)  would  yield  to  honest  industry  wealth  and  comfort  from  the  36th  deg. 
of  north  latitude  to  the  utmost  verge  of  our  southern  and  southwestern  limits.  The  wealth  added  to  the 
general  stock  of  national  liehes  by  the  cultivation  of  hemp  is  small  indeed,  according  to  the  Treasury 
reports,  from  181S  to  IsiiT  inelusive. 

During  the  hater  yeai,  the  exports  of  hemp  and  canvas  amounted  only  to  $63,014;  but  the 
exports  of  cotton  during  the  same  year,  from  seven  States  only,  amounted  to  $29,359,545;  that 
article  alone  being  of  greater  value  than  all  other  exports  of  all  the  otla f  States  together,  and  yielding, 
by  the  duties  imposed  upon  its  returning  exchanged  value,  more  than  half  the  revenue  of  this  govern- 
ment. But,  however  advantageous  the  experiment  may  i^rove  to  a  partii  iilar  section  of  our  country,  I 
admit  that  it  can  be  properly  asked  for  or  expected  on  the  ground  alone  of  national  interest. 

In  the  present  case  the  result  can  be  of  no  local  or  sectional  interest,  unless  it  proves  useful  and 
beneficial  to  the  nation.  The  former  will  depend  upon,  and  be  the  consequence  alone  of  the  latter.  Its 
success  and  future  triumph  will  require  no  aid  from  legislation,  no  exclusive  privileges  for  itself,  or 
burthens  upon  the  industry  or  encroachments  upon  the  i-ights  of  others. 

I  herewith  enclose  you  a  part  of  the  testimony  I  have  received,  and  have  the  honor,  &c.,  &c. 

Navy  Department,  August  24,  1829. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  communication  of  the  12th  instant,  containing  your  views  of  the  expediency 
of  introducing  into  our  navy  the  use  of  cotton  canvas. 

The  testimonials  presente(l  by  you  from  highly  respectable  sources,  of  the  result  of  various  experi- 
ments in  the  nierehaiit  sei\iee,  added  to  the  trial  made  of  a  topsail  of  that  material,  during  the  late 
cruise  of  the  sloop-oi- war  lloston,  are  sufficiently  satisfactory  to  authorize  a  more  extended  experiment. 

Tiie  fitness  of  this  great  staple  tjf  our  country  for  the  manufacture  of  canvas,  suitable  for  naval 
purposes,  shall,  as  it  deserves,  be  fully  and  fairly  tested.  I  have  accordingly,  with  the  approbation  of 
the  President,  ordered  a  full  suit  of  sails  for  the  sloop-of-war  Peacock,  now  fitting  for  sea,  to  be  made  of 
cotton  canvas. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  JNO.  BRANCH. 

Hon.  Warren  R.  Davis. 

C'ojjy  of  a  letter  from  Isaac  McKim,  Esq.,  to  Warren  R.  Davis,  Esq.,  dated — 

Baltimore,  August  15,  1829. 

I  received,  this  morning,  your  letter  of  the  thirteenth  instant,  requesting  my  experience  and  opinion 
respecting  cotton  duck,  which  I  shall  give  with  great  candor,  as  I  have  no  interest  in  the  use  of  cotton 
duck  farther  than  the  general  interest  of  the  country.  Having  been  constantly  engaged  in  the  shipping- 
business  as  owner  for  about  thirty  years  past,  and  particularly  in  fast  sailin.g  Baltimore  schooners,  my 
attention  has  been  constantly  applied  to  whatever  would  improve  their  speed  in  sailing,  as  those  vessels 
are  generally  employed  in  such  voyages  where  ev(M-ythin,u'  deiicnds  on  fast  sailing,  and,  when  the  British 
orders  in  council  were  in  force,  France  was  principally  supplied  ^\•ith  colonial  |>roduce  by  this  descrip- 
tion of  vessels,  under  French  imperial  permits,  and  sometimes  1  have  lieen  under  the  necessity  of  stand- 
ing my  own  underwriter  to  the  amount  of  $100,000  on  a  single  vessel.  Thus  situated,  every  attention 
was  bestowed  on  the  outfit  of  the  vessel;  but  at  this  time  I  was  not  acquainted  with  the  great  value  of 
cotton  duck.  It  was  during  our  late  war  with  Great  Britain  that  it  began  to  be  introduced,  and  my  first 
knowledge  of  it  was  in  about  1813,  by  being  used  on  a  Baltimore  schooner  called  the  Tuckahoe,  and 
which  vessel,  in  consequence,  had  the  reputation  of  outsailing  all  the  other  Baltimore  schooners.  In 
1815  I  built  two  fine  schooners,  burthen  about  two  hundred  tons  each,  the  one  called  the  Tropic  and  the 
other  the  Plattsburgh;  both  those  vessels'  principal  sails  were  made  of  cotton  duck,  and  fully  answered 
expectation  as  far  as  heard  from,  both  being  uncommonly  fast  sailing  vessels,  and  in  which  I  consider 
the  cotton  duck  had  a  principal  share.  In  the  year  1823  I  built  the  fast  sailing  schooner  Yellot,  burthen 
about  one  hundred  and  eighty  tons,  and  this  vessel's  sails  are  entirely  made  of  cotton,  both  light  and 
heavy  sails;  her  reputation  for  fast  sailing  is  not  exceeded,  if  equaled,  by  any  vessel  of  her  class.  She 
has  made  two  voyages  round  Cape  Horn,  with  cotton  duck,  and  two  to  Smyrna.  None  but  cotton  duck 
has  ever  been  used  during  these  voyages;  and  so  fully  satisfied  am  I  with  cotton  duck  that  I  shall  never 
permit  any  other  to  be  used  on  board  my  vessels,  as  I  am  fully  convinced  that  it  is  far  superior  to  all 
other  duck,  without  exception. 

In  the  first  place  the  cost  is  rather  under  the  best  Holland  duck;  second,  that  it  will  outlast  any 
other  duck,  as  it  never  mildews;  that  a  vessel,  with  a  suit  of  cotton  duck  sails,  will  sail  nearly  a  mile 
per  hour  faster  than  with  sails  of  any  other  description.  This  fact  is  so  well  established  that  all  the  fast 
sailing  boats  in  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  as  Mr.  Hooper,  a  respectable  sailmaker  of  this  place,  has  just 
informed  me,  have  no  other  sails  than  cotton  duck.  Mr.  James  Cooper,  a  highly  respectable  pilot  for  the 
vol..  Ill 46  L 
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port  of  Charleston,  has  informed  me,  in  a  convorsation  respecting  cotton  duck,  within  a  few  days  past, 
that  he  was  obliged  to  use  cotton  duck  in  self-defence,  as  he  found  the  other  pilot  boats  laid  nearer  to  the 
wind  with  cotton  duck  sails,  and  outsailed  his  boat,  but  when  he  put  the  cotton  duck  on  her  he  outsailed 
them.  Captain  Kelly's  fine  ship  Peruvian,  built  in  this  port,  has  made  four  voyages  round  Cape  Horn 
with  no  other  sails  than  cotton  duck;  he  prefers  it  to  all  other  canvas,  as  to  its  lasting,  and  increasing 
the  sailing  of  his  ship.  I  saw  a  sail  on  board  the  other  day,  which  had  made  the  above  voyages,  and 
-looked  quite  well;  he  has  promised  me  a  certificate  respecting  the  wear  of  the  Peruvian's  sails,  which, 
when  received,  I  will  send  to  you. 

I  am  much  pleased  to  hear  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  it  in  contemplation  to  make  an  experi- 
ment of  cotton  duck.  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  it  will  succeed  if  attempted,  and  that  it  will  be  a  great 
step  for  the  country,  the  navy,  and  all  concerned.  As  it  respects  the  navy,  it  will  give  them  the 
capacity  "f  (lutsailiiig-  or  cafrhiiig  their  enemies,  as  may  best  suit  the  occasion;  but  I  hope  the  experi- 
ment will  Im'  faiilv  iiiaili';  thai  is,  let  a  sloop-of-war  or  frigate  have  an  entire  suit  of  sails,  (both  light 
and  hcaxy  sails  i  iiiailr  n|  cnHoii  duck,  and  go  out  in  company  with  another  sloop-of-war,  or  frigate, 
with  the  canvas  now  in  use  in  the  navy,  and  have  a  trial  of  sailing;  after  this  has  been  done,  let  the 
vessel  with  the  cotton  duck  sails  uulicnd  them,  and  put  to  the  yards  the  canvas  now  in  use,  when  the 
difference  in  point  of  sailinij,-  ^\  ill  \<<-  i>i  rccived.  As  for  the  cost  of  the  experiment,  it  is  not  worth  men- 
tioning; the  sails  will  not  be  l"st,  and,  in  justice  to  the  country,  the  experiment  ought  to  be  made  with- 
out delay.  Tin  iv  is  only  nnr  ulijcrtion  to  the  use  of  cotton  duck,  which  requires  consideration;  and  that 
is,  whether  it  is  nunc  likrly  t^  take  fire,  in  time  of  action,  than  other  canvas;  in  answer  to  this,  I  say 
let  a  fair  expi  rini(  nt  lie  madr  at  the  Navy  yard,  Washington,  under  the  inspection  of  the  President, 
Secretary,  and  all  concerned.  My  plan  would  be  to  have  an  old  mast  rigged  with  shrouds,  &c.,  with  a 
foreyard  and  cotton  duck  sail  affixed  thei-eto,  and  a  similar  mast  and  foreyard,  with  foresail  affixed  of 
the  canvas  now  in  use  by  the  navy;  then  let  as  many  24-pounders  be  fired  at  those  sails,  at  such  distance 
as  the  wad  would  strike,  and  see  which  sail  caught  fire  first.  The  only  way  to  meet  objections  is  to 
have  the  experiment  made  to  test  them.  As  to  the  strength  of  yarns  by  weight,  I  am  not  acquainted 
with  that  manner  of  trying;  but,  if  a  principal  sail  will  make  two  voyages  round  Cape  Horn  or  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  I  want  no  further  wear  out  of  it,  as  it  has  then  more  than  done  its  full  duty.  The  mere 
fact  that  a  vessel,  with  cotton  duck  sails,  will  sail  faster  than  with  any  other  canvas,  is  sufficient  to 
cover  a  great  many  objections;  but  I  maintain  it  is  cheaper  and  better  in  every  other  respect,  besides  the 
price  of  the  cloths: 

I,  40  cents  per  yard,  22  inches  wide. 

i.  ;;s  cents  per  yard,  22  inches  wide. 

;i,  :;i'i  cents  per  yard,  22  inches  wide. 

4,  :i4  cents  per  yard,  22  inches  wide. 

.■>,  :j;>  cents  per  yard,  22  inches  wide. 

f),  '.Vl  cents  per  yard,  22  inches  wide. 

7,  '-M  cents  per  yard,  22  inches  wide. 

8,  29  cents  per  yard,  22  inches  wide. 

9,  28  cents  per  yard,  22  inches  wide. 
Best  cotton  duck.  No.  10,  27  cents  per  yard,  22  inches  wide. 

I  think  No.  1  ratlier  ton  heavy  for  tho  navv,  as  it  wei^-jis  nearlv  a  pound  to  the  yard,  of  22  inches 
wide.  I,  however,  make  use  ,,r  this  nuinlier  for  tlie  schooner  Yellot'"s  three,  lower  sails.  As  for  cotton 
rope,  I  am  sony  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  ;_;-i\-e  you  any  infoi'ination  respecting  it,  as  I  have  never 
seen  any  of  it  used.  As  for  cotton  rojie  or  yarn  that  is  exposed  to  the  air  for  a  length  of  time,  I  should 
think  it  would  do  it  great  injury.  Plenty  of  the  first  quality  cotton  duck  can  be  had  here.  With  the 
best  wishes  for  your  success  and  a  tender  of  any  further  information  in  my  power, 
I  am,  &c.,  &c. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  J.  Edward  Calhoun,  lieutenant  United  States  nacy,   to  Mr.  Charles  Crook,  junior,  of 
Baltimore,  dated — 

AcGi-sT  13,  1829. 
In  reply  to  your  inquiry  concerning  the  maintopsail,  made  of  cotton  duck,  which  was  used  by  the 
Boston  sloop-of-war  during  her  late  cruise  on  the  coast  of  Brazil  for  a  period  of  more  than  three  years,  I 
have  to  state  that  it  was  bent  oftener  than  any  other  maintopsail  in  every  kind  of  weather,  and  that  at 
the  termination  of  the  cruise  it  was  the  best  sail  in  the  ship.  I  know  that  the  commander  of  the  Boston, 
judging  from  that  single  specimen  of  cotton  canvas  on  board,  agrees  with  me  in  opinion  that  it  is 
stronger,  holds  wind  better,  lasts  longer,  and  is  not  more  liable  to  mildew  than  the  canvas  made  of 
hemp. 

I  am,  &c.,  &c. 

U.  S.  Ship  John  Adams,  Pensacola  Bay,   February  5,  1827. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  j'our  letter  of  the  21st  December,  which  I  this  day  received  immediately  on  my  arri- 
val here,  I  had  only  a  maintopsail  of  cotton  that  was  bent  at  Norfolk  in  March  last,  and  has  been  in  con- 
stant use  nearly  the  whole  time  since;  my  ship  has  been  actually  at  sea  two  hundred  and  forty  days,  and 
sailed  eighteen  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty-seven  miles  in  the  above  period,  including  the  hurricane 
months,  which  were  excessively  boisterous;  and  this  ship  requiring  the  maintopsail,  it  was  always  car- 
ried as  long  as  practicable. 

The  injuries  which  topsails  sustain  from  frequent  reefing,  &c.,  is  well  known  by  the  Navy  Commis- 
sioners. I  have  had  the  above-mentioned  topsail  middle  stitched  to  strengthen  the  sewing,  which  had 
given  way  in  several  places,  and  1  now  pronounce  it  as  good  as  it  ever  was,  having  this  day  examined  it 
minutely  to  enable  me  to  make  this  report. 

Cotton  sails  hold  more  wind,  are  much  more  pliable  and  easily  handled,  and,  upon  the  whole,  I  think 
highly  of  them  for  square  sails. 

J.  WILKINSON. 
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Baltimore,  March  26,  1827. 

The  ship  Peruvian,  built  at  this  port  in  1824,  burthen  upwards  of  5,000  barrels,  of  whieh  I  was  (until 
lately)  part  owner,  was  fittiMl,  as  roo-arrls  sails,  with  cottdU  canvas,  manufacturnl  al  yimr  establishment 
in  this  city,  with  which  she  made  two  voyages  I.I  llic  I'acitic  ocean,  and  is   now  on   hi'r  third  vnya^-c,  to 

Gibraltar  and  South    America,  with  h<'i- cii-inal   sails  except  a  few  light ^s.      it    is   the  (i|iiiiiiiii   nf  liie 

captain,  who  is  part  nwnei-,  and  miii.'  also,  that  cot  Ion  canvas  is  far  preferable  and  much  nioiv  dnralde 
than  any  other  heretofore  used.  1  am  the  lictlcr  convinced  of  this  fact  from  having  another  slii|i  (the 
Hope)  in  the  same  trade,  whicli  was  filled  with  Holland  and  IJnssia  duck  sails,  which,  alt hou-li  nearly 
new  previous  to  her  departure  from  home  on  her  last  \'oyai;e,  scarcely  lasted  to  the  Pacific  ami  hack. 

Being  so  entirely  convinced  from  experience  of  tlie  decided  superiority  of  cotton  duck,  I  give  it  the 
preference  in  all  cases,  and  should  be  highly  gratified  if  the  government  could  be  prevailed  on  to  use  it  on 
our  ships-of-war,  as  they  would  unquestionablj'-  find  it  much  to  their  advantage. 

ELISHA  TYSON. 

Baltimore,  January  10,  1828. 
I  hereby  certify  that  tlie  ship  Galen,  under  my  command,  performed  a  voyage  to  Batavia,  Amsterdam, 
and  back  to  Baltimore,  witli  an  eutire  new  suit  of  cotton  duck  sails,  which  duck  was  manufactured  by 
Mr.  Charles  Crook,  jr.,  of  the  city  of  Baltimore.  I  was  ordered  to  the  Pacific  and  back  to  Baltimore;  I 
was  again  ordered  to  Matanzas,  Amsterdam,  and  back  to  Baltimore.  The  Galen  was  again  ordered  to 
Matanzas;  from  tiience  to  St.  Petersburgh,  Russia,  and  home,  and  is  now  on  her  second  voyage  to  the 
Pacific;  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  original  cotton  duck  sails  are  quite  sufiicient  for  the  said  second 
voyage  to  the  Pacific,  and  will  now  wear  longer  than  a  new  suit  of  Holland  duck. 

THOMAS  BEVAN. 

Baltimore,  February  1,  1825. 

In  compliance  with  your  request  to  give  you  information  respecting  cotton  duck,  I  have  to  inform  you 
that  I  have  used  that  article  on  vessels,  from  the  year  1812  up  to  this  time,  when  it  could  be  obtained  in 
this  market. 

In  1812  I  .got  as  much  from  Massachusetts  as  made  two  suit  of  sails;  although  it  was  not  well  manu- 
factured,! found  it  to  wear  extremely  well,  and  to  hav  every  valuable  qualities,  that  hempen  canvas  had  not. 

1  found  it  nmch  less  liable  to  chafe;  it  was  more  even,  and  keeps  close  in  its  texture,  until  it  is 
entirely  wiuu  out  A  sail  of  cotton  duck  will  hold  the  wind  quite  as  well  when  it  is  two-thirds  worn,  as 
when  it  is  new. 

In  hempen  canvas  it  is  well  known  that  after  it  is  half  worn  the  most  of  the  wind  escapes.  I  have 
lately  obtained  some  cotton  duck,  manufactured  by  you,  which  is  far  superior,  in  my  opinion,  to.  anything 
I  have  ever  seen  of  the  kind.  Although  I  have  not  had  it  a  sufficient  time  to  prove  entirely  the  wear  of 
it,  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  it  will  be  found  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  hempen  canvas  made  in  any 
country. 

I  am  extremely  anxious  to  hear  of  the  cotton  canvas  having  a  trial  by  our  experienced  officers  in 
the  navy,  who  would  be  much  better  able  to  judge  of  its  quality. 

Some  persons  will  say  that  it  is  more  liable  to  mildew  than  hemp;  but  I  am  of  a  different  opinion, 
from  the  experience  I  have  had. 

B.  MEZICK. 

^  Baltimore,  January  28,  1825. 

This  is  to  certify,  that  for  two  voyages,  one  of  which  to  Smyrna,  in  the  schooner  Yellot,  I  have  used 
the  cotton  canvas,  and  prefer  it  decidely  to  any  other;  it  wears  better  and  holds  wind  better,  whereby  a 
vessel  will  sail  much  faster,  and  it  does  not  mildew  more  than  any  other  canvas. 

H.  S.  CURTIS. 

Extract  from  a  letter  of  Captain  Woolsey,  dated — 

Pensagola,  March  8,  1828. 
In  answer  to  your  letter  of  20th  December,  relating  to  the  cotton  maintopsail,  I  have  to  remark  that 
it  had  lain  in  store  a  long  time  in  Key  West,  before  it  was  received  on  board  the  Constellation;  one  or 
two  of  the  middle  cloths,  near  the  head  of  the  sail,  were  damaged  in  store,  and  had  soon  to  be  mended, 
but  the  rest  of  the  sail  has  had  a  fair  test,  in  all  weathers;  is  now  bent,  and  still  continues  good.  For 
the  West  India  service,  I  think  canvas  of  that  description  as  good  as  hempen,  and  for  all  the  high  sails, 
I  think  cotton  equal  in  all  respects  to  hempen  in  any  climate. 

NoKFOLK,  October  1,  1826. 

I  have  directed  Captain  Wilkinson  to  report  fully  and  particularly  the  strength  and  durability  of 
the  cotton  maintop.-rdi,  iui'uished  that  ship  last  year.  It  was  bent  on  the  first  nf  November,  worn  seven 
weeks  in  very  stoiiny,  wet  weather,  (four  of  them  at  sea,)  and  was  then  handle.]  in  the  Gosport  Navy 
yard,  where  it  remained  ali.jul  the  same  length  of  time,  and  was  again  bent  on  liei-  iireparation  for  sea  in 
February.     When  1  last  saw  ihe  ship,  (in  June,)  it  was  then  in  use  and  reported  to  I.e  in  good  condition. 

From  the  whole  I  have  seen  of  that  sail,  I  am  inclined  to  think  favorably  of  the  article  for  sails,  and 
to  believe  that  we  have  no  cause  to  fear  its  greater  combustibility  than  canvas  made  of  hemp;  it  stands 
flapping  and  chafing  as  well,  if  not  better,  than  sails  commonly  do  of  other  materials. 

L.  WARRINGTON. 

Baltimore,  March  22,  1828. 
We,  the  undersigned,  owners,  masters  and  sailmakers,  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  certify  that  the_  ship 
Peruvian,  of  this  port,  was  completely  clothed  with  cotton  duck,  manufactured  by  Charles  Crook,  jr.,  of 
Baltimore,  and  that  it  is  now  upwards  of  three  years  in  service,  during  which  time  the  Peruvian  has  been 


364  NAVALAFFAIRS.  [No.  394. 

three  voyages  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  and  back  to  tliis  port;  notwithstanding,  it  is  our  unanimous  opinion 
that  the  said  chjthing  is  quite  sulBcient  for  a  voyage  to  South  America. 

MATTHEW  KELLY. 

THOMAS  A.  LANE. 

EDWARD  HOLBROOK. 

WILLIAM  GRAY. 

B.  MEZIC. 

Baltimore,  Augmt  24,  1829. 
Itiaac  3IcEim,  Esq.,  Baltimore: 

Sir:  I  take  the  liberty  of  recommending  to  you  Crook's  cotton  canvas.  I  had  a  suit  of  sails  made 
of  it  iiir  my  siiip  Peruvian,  in  1824,  which  were  in  constant  use  for  three  years;  and  at  the  end  of  that 
jhtIimI,  after  making  three  voyages  to  Lima  and  back,  the  sails  would,  in  my  opinion,  last  a  voyage  to 
Sduth  AiiuM'ica.  Prom  thirty-five  years'  experience,  I  have  never  found  canvas  to  equal  it,  as  to  dura- 
bility, and  tiic  propelling  of  vessels. 

I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  MATTHEW  KELLY. 

Baltimore,  August  25,  1829. 

Dear  Sir:  I  received  yours  of  the  22d  inst.,  relative  to  the  use  of  cotton  duck.  I  have  made  use  of 
cotton  duck  for  the  last  ten  years,  and  am  confident  that  it  is  the  best  duck  for  sails  of  any  description. 
It  will  last  much  longer,  and  retain  its  thickness  to  the  last,  and  cost  less  than  either  Russia  or  Holland. 
It  is  used  by  three-r.mrths  uf  the  wliips  owned  at  lliis  i.url.  My  brig  Pacifir  has  a  suit  "f  cotton  A\xc\,  a 
part  of  which  is  imw  (ni  In'i-,  nt  Niis.  :'>,  4,  7  ami  s,  iiii\\-  mi  a  N'^'vagc  tn  Riti  .laiiciru;  \vlii<-li  has  been  in  con- 
stant use  (except  tlic  little  time  she  has  been  in  |M.i-t)  for  tluVly-luur  iiimillis,  withmit  a  shift  sail,  or  in 
other  words,  oue  tu  supply  their  places.  Had  I  forty  sail  o^  sliips,  I  shuuld  use  it  for  tliem  in  preference 
to  any  other  duck. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  WM.  H.  CONKLIN. 

Lieutenant  Thomas  R.  Gedney,  Washington. 

Paterson,  N.  J.,  September  1,  1829. 

Sir:  From  the  interest  you  manifest  in  the  subject  of  cotton,  as  a  suitable  material  for  sail  cloth,  I 
have  thought  the  following  communication  might  be  acceptable  to  you,  though  coming  from  an  entire 
stranger.  Few  persons,  I  believe,  are  acquainted  with  the  extent  of  the  present  use  of  cotton  duck  in 
the  merchant  service,  though  but  a  trifle  compared  with  the  use  of  other  duck. 

I  have  been  engaged,  since  1822,  in  manufacturing  of  cotton  sail  cloth.  The  first  two  or  three 
years  to  a  small  extent;  subsequently,  the  consumption  of  it  increased  yearly,  so  that,  for  the  last  two 
years,  I  have  made  and  sold  from  2,500  to  3,000  bolts,  of  50  yards  each,  per  annum. 

From  1822  to  1st  May,  1828,  say  six  years,  I  made  10,300  bolts  of  50  yards  each;  from  1st  May, 
1828,  to  the  first  instant,  I  have  made  9,600.  How  much  has  been  made  at  the  Baltimore  factory,  I  do 
not  know;  I  presume,  however,  from  what  I  hear,  that  they  do  not  make  as  much  as  I  do,  perhaps 
1,500  to  2,000  per  annum.  There  is  a  small  establishment  near  Boston,  but  not  much  done,  nor  is  it  of  a 
good  quality. 

From  the  time  I  have  been  in  the  business,  and  the  quantity  which  I  have  sold,  the  conclusion  may 
be  safely  drawn  that  cotton  duck  is  approved  of,  and  that  it  is  gradually  forcing  itself  into  more  general 
use.  «j 

My  principal  sales  have  been  in  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  but  principally  in  Philadelphia,  where  it 
is  purchased  by  the  same  persons,  year  after  year;  not  only  for  coast^  and  bay  craft,  but  also  for 
ships  in  the  India  trade,  and  those  round  Cape  Horn.  There  are  ships  which  have  had  it,  and  no  other,  in 
use  for  three  years. 

There  is  a  prejudice  against  it,  drawn  from  the  frail  texture  of  cotton  shirting,  which  "gives  all  at 
once;"  but  this  does  not  apply  to  cloth  of  the  strong  texture  of  my  sail  cloth;  and  wherever  it  has  been 
used  long  enough  to  require  repairs,  it  is  as  susceptible  of  repairs  as  any  other  duck.  In  the  navy,  I 
believe,  the  objection  hitherto  has  been  its  liability  to  take  fire,  or  rather  the  presuiiii)tinii  that  it  was 
more  liable  to  take  fire  than  flaxen  or  hempen  cloth.  This  I  believe  to  be  as  ilbliiiiiideil  as  the  other 
objection  above  mentioned;  and  this  prejudice,  I  rather  think,  is  giving  way.  I  am  ei.iilideiit  that  it  is 
not  more  lialjle  to  be  set  on  fire,  or,  if  on  fire,  that  it  would  burn  with  more  rapidil  v,  than  the  same 
texture  of  fiaxeu  oi-  l,e|,i,,eM  sail  elolh,  r,„-  this  n^asoii,  tlial  llie  duek  is  ma-le  of  tliree  and  Innr  line  varus 
twisted  touvl],ei-;  tile  warp  and  the  Ulliu-  is  tlierefor,'  a  solid  twine;  it  is  as  ,-onipa.-t  asthellax,  and 
instead  of  l>ein-  ..nly  two  tinva.ls.  il  is  iluve,  four  and  five  liner  threads.  Besides,  1  have  fur  some  years 
past  lurnislied  the  slninihniils  on  the  Delaware  with  cotton  cloth  for  awnings;  as  passage  boats,  they  have 
them  n|i  at  all  times,  and  if  nioir  e( .nil mst ible  than  flax  duck,  would  not  be  used.  As  my  duck  is  made 
of  doiiMe  and  twisted  threads,  no  starch  or  sizing  is  required  in  the  operation  of  weaving,  and,  of  course, 

In  fact,  I  eoiild  produce  numerous  certificates  as  to  its  durability,  &c.,  if  it  was  required.  But  the 
cotton  sail  elolh  used  in  the  Mediterranean  sea  and  in  the  Levant,  as  also  in  the  East  Indies,  is  made  of 
two  or  mure  .smijlc  Ihrccuh,  laid  and  kept  tog-other  by  a  thick  coat  of  starch,  which  causes  mildew,  and 
when  washed  out,  leaves  the  duck  more  open  and  of  a  loose  texture,  consequently,  more  exposed  to  fire. 

Several  ofiicers  of  the  navy,  however,  do  not  object  to  it  on  this  account,  and  I  am  happy  to  learn 
that  it  is  to  be  tried  in  the  navy.  It  will  stand  the  test,  and  I  am  confident  will  go  far  to  remove  exist- 
ing prejudiees  to  its  moi'e  general  use  in  the  iiier<-luint  service,  and  thus  be  afibrding  a  new  demand  for 
cotton  in  this  eoiintrv,  lor  the  supply  of  oiir  own  ships,  as  also  givim;-  an  article  for  export. 

If  niy  nieiiiory  is  ,-orreet,  at  least  :;(),(IOO  bolts  of  heavy  sail  clutli  is  annually  imported  from  Russia 
alone;  besides  much  more  from  England  and  Holland,  and  a  great  amount  of  raven's  duck.  I  have, 
within  a  few  days,  sent  samples  of  my  duck  to  the  Navy  Commissioners  at  AVashingtou,  where  you  can 
see  it,  if  so  disposed. 

Craving  your  indulgence  for  this  long  communication,  I  remain, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  JNO.  COLT. 

Hon.  AVarren  R.  Davis,  Washington. 
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Philadelphia,  August  18,  1829. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  inquiries  respecting  cotton  canvas,  I  can  state,  from  three  years'  experience, 
I  would  give  it  a  decided  preference  over  linen,  for  the  following  reasons:  it  wears  better,  is  much  closer, 
and  retains  its  closeness  nut  11  wdin  out.  We  have  tried  it  for  sails  to  our  packets  for  three  years  past, 
and  have  found  it  less  liable  td  miMcw. 

For  awnings  to  our  stivunbuats,  wliicli  occasionally  throw  out  a  good  many  sparks  from  the  chimneys, 
we  think  it  less  combustible;  feoliuy  euutident  that  linen  would  burn  out  much  more  quickly. 

We  occasionally  make  a  strong  pickle,  with  a  small  quantity  of  lime  slacked  into  it,  and  wet  the 
sails  and  awnings  with  it,  and  always  make  a  practice  of  doing  so  when  new,  to  take  sizing  out  of  the 
canvas. 

M.  C.  JENKINS,  Steamboat  Newcastle,  of  the  Union  Line. 

W.  A.  Slacum,  Esq. 

Krtmct  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  J.  D.  Elliott  to  the  Secretarij  of  the  Navy. 

New  York,  September  9,   1829. 

Prejudice  existing  in  the  minds  of  some  against  the  introduction  of  cotton  canvas,  (but  with 
whom  I  am  disposed  to  differ)  I  do  most  earnestly  solicit  that,  for  each  of  the  ships  attached  to  the 
squadron  under  my  command,  you  will  cause  to  be  made  a  mainsail,  a  maintopsail,  a  maintopgallantsail, 
a  main  royal,  two  maintopgallant  studding-sails,  a  main  stormstaysail,  a  mizen  staysail,  a  lower  stud- 
dingsail,  two  foretopmast  studding-sails,  a  fore  and  maintopmast  staysail,  and  a  jib;  and  that  a  foresail,  a 
square-sail,  a  foretopsail,  and  ^  jib,  with  hammock  cloths,  hammocks  and  bags  properly  sewed  and  fitted, 
be  sent  out  for  each  of  the  schooners.  The  kinds  of  sails  just  mentioned  have  been  enumerated  because 
most  worn. 

By  ciiniplN  iiig  -with  uiy  solicitatinn,  von  will  be  enabled  to  obtain  the  united  information  of  all  the 
ofiicers  of  tlic  .lill<  rent  L;r;ulrs,  atiai  hid  I.,  tlic  si^uadron,  and  who  are  supposed  to  represent  diiferent 
sections  of  the  lUiiui,  liriu--  naiivcs  df  ihc  diU'in-ent  States. 

The  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  had  occasion  to  address  to  the  Marquis  of  Parangua,  minister 
of  marine  of  Brazil,  and  in  which  my  views  touching  the  utility  of  cotton  canvas  for  the  purpose  alluded 
to,  are  fully  explained,  is  herewith  submitted  to  your  consideration. 

<m  Com.  Jesse  D.  Elliott  to  the  Marquis  of  Parangua,  minister  of  marine  of  Brazil,  dated — ■ 

U.  S.  Ship  Cyane,  Harbor  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  November  27,  1826. 
ion  to  iutorrliau--e  specimens  of  sii.'li  uialcrials.  the  product  of  our  own  continent,  of 
ho  most  Inniuloous  part,  I  ho-  loavc  lo  lond.r  you  t\vo  s|M.,in,ou,s  of  the  kind  of 
oflioth  r.iazil  and  \oilh  Aiiicrica.  i)\ir  is  now,  and  is  a  lacsinnlo  of  the  maintopsail 
Hips-,il-\var,  which  we  have  recently  constructed,  launched  aud  equipped  for  sea;  one 
II,  now  in  this  port,  has  had  the  maintopsail  in  constant  use  for  nine  months,  and  the 
il  the  vessel  unhesitatingly  declares  it  infinitely  superior  to  the  European  hempen 
Lisa  piece  of  a  lighter  sail,  and  condemned  after  having  been  in  constant  use  four 
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Extract  of  a  letter  fro 


the  Hon.  John   Branch,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,   to  Commodore  Jesse  D.  Elliott, 
dated— 

September  15,  1829. 
Sir:   Your  favor   of  the  9th  instant  has  been  received,  and,  duly  appreciating  the  importance  of  the 
subject  to  which  it  refers,  I  have  not  neglected  to  bestow  the  most  deliberate  consideration  on  its  con- 
tents. 

That  prejudices  should  exist  against  the  introduction  into  the  naval  service  of  an  article,  the  pracj^ 
tical  importance  of  which  has  not  been  fully  tested  by  experience,  is  not  to  be  wondered  at.     If,  howevt 


the  contemplated  innovation  be  an  improvement,    th 
ments,  wliich  shall  demonstrate  the  value  and  ii 

I  am  much  pleased,  on  this  occasion,  to  h; 
merits  of  the  proposed  substitute  for  the  canva; 

You  may  rely  upon  the  best  efforts  of  tlie 
trial,  under  circumstances  the  most  favorabh'  fi 
sails,  hammooks,  &c.,  shall  bo  complied 
on  board  tf     "  ■    ■    ■• 

the  squad 


Wishing  3 


!  must  necessarily  give  way  to  experi- 
taneo  of  ihe  discovery. 
ilie  lieiiclii   of  your  aid  in  giving  a  fair  trial  to  the 

utuieiit  to  atl'oiil   you  an  oii|ioitniiily  of  making  this 

ir  sn(  eess;   and   tliat  yonr   K^juisiiions  for  the  cotton 

.■dily  as  they  can  be  prepared,  and  if  not  ready  to  put 

iccessary  departure  from  the  United  States,  they  shall  be  forwarded  to 

some  other  safe  conveyance. 


1  cruise  and  safe  returi 
Ir 


ry  respectfully,  &c.. 


JOUN  BRANCH. 


Cora.  Jesse  D.  Elliott,  New  York. 


The  following  is  the  relative  rank  between  officers  of  the  army  and  officers  of  the  navy: 

A  captain  of  the  navy,  under  five  years,  ranks  with  a  lieutenant  colonel ;  a  captain  of  the  navy,  oyer 

five   years,  ranks  with  a   colonel;    a   captain  of  the   navy,   over   ten   years,   ranks   with  a   brigadier 

general;  a  captain  of  the  navy,  over  fifteen  years,  ranks  with  a  major  general;  a  master  commandant 

ranks  with  a  major. 

Neither  the  pay  nor  the  rations  of  a  navy  oflicer  of  any  grade  are  affected   by  duration  of  service;   a 

captain,  if  commanding  a  squadron,  is,  by  law,  entitled  to  $1,200  as  pay,  and  $1,460  for  rations,  making 
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$2,660  per  .iniium;  if  not  commanding  a  squadron,  then  his  pay  and  rations  amount  to  $1,930.     A  master 
commandant  is  allowed  $1,176.25  per  annum. 

The  following  shows  the  amount  of  the  pay,  &c.,  of  certain  officers  of  the  army,  considering  each  as 
commanding  a  separate  post: 

Major  general §6,512  64 

Brigadier  genei-al 4 , 422  48 

Lieutenant  colonel 2,372  32 

Coh)nel 2,941  32 

Major 2, 106  32 

Tlie  following  shows  tlic  relative  pay,  &c.,  of  officers  of  the  army,  and  the  proposed  pay  of  ofiQccrs  of 
the  navy,  of  assimilated  rank,  agreeably  to  tlie  above  scale: 

Maj.  Gen.  Brig-  Geo.  Colonel.  Lieut.  Col.  Major 

Army $6,512  64       $4,422  48       $2,94132       $2,372  32       $2,106  32 

Proposed  pay  for  the  navy 3,000  00         2,700  00         2,400  00         2,200  00         1,800  00 

Exclusive  of  rations,  which  are  not  to  be  drawn  except  when  oEBcers  are  in  actual  service;  then  they  arc 
to  commence  from  the  date  of  their  orders  for  service,  and  to  terminate  at  the  striking  of  the  pennant. 


G. 

Navy  Commissioners'   Office,  March  31,  1829. 

Sir:  The  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date, 
with  the  statements  therein  referred  to,  which  enable  them  to  reply  to  your  pi-evious  letter  of  the  17th, 
and  to  comply,  they  hope,  with  its  requisitions,  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  you. 

The  statements  now  respectfully  submitted,  and  marked  A,  B,  C,  D,  present  every  view  of  the  state 
of  the  appropriations  to  which  they  refer,  deemed  essential  to  a  thorough  and  perfect  understanding  of 
the  subject. 

The  paper  A  exhibits  the  sums  appropriated  for  the  year  1828;  the  balances  in  the  Treasury  on  the 
1st  of  June,  1828,  when  the  arrangement  A,  No.  2,  took  eflfect,  and  the  board  began  to  approve  requisi- 
tions under  the  lieads  of  appropriation  therein  set  forth;  the  whole  amount  of  the  requisitions  approved 
by  the  board,  frinn  tho  1st  Juni',  ls2S,  td  the  21st  Marrh,  1S29,  and  the  balances  thence  deducted,  to  which 
is  added  the  aniuimt  ariruin--  iVdin  llic  sale  (if  vaiiiius  aiticlcs,  thus  giving  a  general  view  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  till'  liiiaril  witli  rfS|i(M-t  to  the  a|  i]  >!■(  iprial  ii  ins  in  ([ucslidii. 

The  paper  1>  shows  tlic  statr  of  these  approprialions  at  the  several  agencies  in  the  United  States, 
on  the  1st  of  June,  1828,  and  1st  March,  ls29,  (except  that  at  Pensacola,  which  has  not  been  received.) 
To  this  paper  the  Commissioners  respiittully  invite  your  particular  attention.  It  shows  that,  while 
agents  have  ostensibly  large  halaiiees  in  their  hands,  under  certain  heads  of  appropriation,  they  have 
made  overpayments  under  others,  nearly  counterbalancing  them.  The  last  returns  from  the  navy  agent 
at  Philadelphia,  (which  embrace  all  the  navy  appropriations)  exhibit  balances  on  hand,  $69,761.58;  over- 
payments under  other  heads  of  appropriation,  $69,230.13;  thus  making  the  actual  balance  of  money  in  his 
hands  $531.45.  The  agent  at  Norfolk  had,  by  his  last  return,  balances  on  hand,  $103,248.33;  but  he  had 
overpaid,  under  other  heads  of  appropriation,  $92,259.41,  thus  making  the  actual  balance  of  money  only 
$10,988.92. 

The  Commissioners  beg'  leave  to  observe  that  while  this  state  of  things  continues  the  fiscal  system 
of  the  Department  will  remain  confused  and  imperfect.  Early  after  the  oiganizatioii  of  the  board  it  was 
foreseen  that,  unless  some  precise  and  correct  system  should  be  adojiied  and  persevered  in,  the  navy 
•appropriations  would  get  into  a  confused  and  unintelligible  state;  and  the  hoanl,  oii  numerous  occasions, 
expressed  that  o]iinion  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy;  finally  they  decided  to  address  to  him  an  official 
letter  upon  the  subject  (copy  of  which,  marked  B,  No.  2,  they  submit  herewith),  but  the  propositions 
then  made  weie  not  concurred  in;  and  it  was  not  till  the  board  were  apprised  of  the  actual  state  of  the 
appropiiatiiins,  in  May,  1828,  that  they  ventured  to  renew  the  subject,  at  which  time  the  arrangement  A, 
No.  2,  was  entered  into.  This  arrangement,  if  carried  fully  into  elfect,  wo\dd,  with  but  slight  improve- 
ment, keep  tli<'  I>epailnieiit  in  possession  of  cvei-y  infonnation  as  to  its  hscal  concerns. 

The  great  delect  in  the  fiscal  branch  of  the  Depai-tment,  reinittin.n'  i 'vs  ^\  itiiout  a  perfect  know- 
ledge of  the  objects  upon  which  they  are  to  be  cxijciided,  and  the  cost  of  tliosu  oiijects,  has  existed  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree  ever  since  the  establishment  of  the  Navy  Department,  yet  it  has  ever  appeai-ed  to 
the  board  to  be  susceptible  of  remedy. 

If  we  know  the  amount  of  the  appropriations,  the  objects  of  expenditure,  their  probable  cost,  the 
particular  items  char-'eahle  to  each  a|iprii|iriation  hclore  ivniittances  are  made,  and  see  that  no  moneys 
are  issued  but  for  anthoii/.e.j  oIiJim-Is  and  under  the  ap[n-opriate  heads,  and  positively  instruct  the  dis- 
bursing agents  not  to  ap|)ly  moneys  nndei-  one  iiead  of  apiiropriation   to  objects   chargeable  to  another, 

and  require  of  them  ]ii |>t  settlements  at  tlie  ireasnrv,  every  desirable  check  would  exist. 

These  .,hje,-ts  were  in  view  at  the  lime  t he  I 'omm issi, .iiei's  a.ldressed  their  circular  of  May  28,  1828, 
to  the  navy  au'eiils,  Imt  ihey  have  not  heen  oiahled  to  enfoice  the  principles  laid  down  in  that  circular, 
because  of  eiders  i^iveii,  unknown  to  them,  to  apply  moneys  to  other  than  their  legitimate  objects. 
Under  such  orders  tin'  a'_;-ent  at  Pliilad(dpliia  applied  a  sum  in  his  hands  belonging  to  "gradual 
increase,"  amonniin--  to  nunc  than  $30,000,  to  five  other  distinct  appropriations,  viz.,  sloops-of-war,  navy 
yards,  five  schooners,  contingent  prior  to  1824,  and  contingent  for  1826.  This  is  mentioned  merely  as  an 
example  of  the  dillicnlties  tlie  lioard  has  experienced  in  enforcing  the  principles  of  their  circular  of  28th 
May,  and  to  show  existin--  del'eets  in  practice.  It  is  far  from  the  intention  of  the  board  to  throw  the 
slightest  shade  of  censure  n| anv  ■  in  any  way  concerned  in  admiinsterine-  the  affairs  of  the  Depart- 
ment; but  evils,  1.1  lie  remedied,  miist  be  kiiown,  and  the  hoard  has  felt  itself  hound  to  make  them  known 
to  you,  sir,  solely  with  a  view  to  their  remedy. 

The  board  is  sensible  that,  until  Congress  adopted  the  practice  of  appropriating  for  the  first  quarter 
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of  a  succeeding  year,  it  v 
to  other  than  their  legiti: 
to  the  appropriations  to  \ 
now,  and  si>  hjng  as  Cmi^ 
quarter  of  the  ^iiiccceilin;^ 
to  anotlicr  ii"  Idiiuc  r  i'xi> 

ThepalH.-C,  .l,..ws 
and  the  a,<;-,u-;-i\i:-alc  iiiih^ui 
perceived  that  tin  iv  wn-, 
continued  on  IhumI  mi  ili 
approved  uikIit  i1i<i>i'  Ium 
instance,  S'.kiii  at  I'-tIsum 
to  "gradual  inrivax'." 
large  balann  s  lulonuiim- 
these  balaii.vs  wa.  niiur, 
other  places  wlii'ic  till'  III 

been  paid  uut  ..f  tli^'  a|)|ir 
and  in  anntlicr  casr  iliat 
follows:  i<:K2M.\^  ..lit  u 
proper  translcrs  in  tlir  ca 


rd, 


■al    1 


-L 


III,' 


.ape 


ar.  till'  ii.'.cssHyi.l' takiii-'  moneys  from  one  appropriation  and  applying  them 
and  need  iiiNar  I .( '  irsditcd  to  oxcept  In  cases  of  emergency. 
ic'lin-iti.'iis  aiipiovrd  l.y  the  board  under  each  appropriation,  for  each  a^Tnt, 
al  (aril  a-viicv.  IJy  d  .inparing  this  with  the  pvoceding  p.aper  P.,  il  wi'lM.o 
ilaiircs  1.11  hand  at  sdiiio  of  the  agencies  on  the  1st  diin..,  isr^s,  ;iii,l  il,:ii  ili,.y 
st    Alarrh,   ISiill;    that    im    requisitions  were   made   l.y  llmM.    ;i;:,aits,    ,,r   i,.,\ii' 

and,  i-oiis(M(Uciitly,  that  tlmse  balances  were  imt  riMjuir.-d  at  \\\nM'  a^-i'iicics  ■ 
ii.  l.rh.ii-in-  to  ■■"uradual  improvement;"  $2,532.39  at  Baltimore,  belonging 
will  als.i  lie   p.  r.-.ivi'd  that,  at  the  Norfolk,  New  York,  and  Boston  agencies^ 

■•  t.n  sl,i..|is"  wnc  i.n  hand  on  the  1st  of  June.  More  than  a  moiety  of 
;aiv  at  ihuso  places,  and  has  since  been  drawn  from  them,  and  remitted  to 

ys'w.iv  iiri'ded. 

i.ral  1.  turns  made  to  this  office,  it  was  found  that  in  one  case $20,920.68  had 
iatnii  Imt  "  sloops-of-war,"  instead  of  being  paid  out  of  that  for  "repairs," 
183.23  had  been  paid  out  of  the  same  appropriation  instead  of  being  paid  as 
repairs,"  and  $3,917.11  out  of  "  navy  yards,"  and  they  recommended  the 
,  so  as  to  restore  the  amount  to  "  sloops-of-war." 
)  that  the  appropriation  for  sloops-of-war  owed,  on  the  1st  of  March,  1829 — 

$1,173  53 

359  87 

34,113  18 

1,313  30 


To  the  agent  at  Portsmouth 

Making  an  aggregate  of $36, 989  88 

This  appropriation  appears  to  be  exhausted,  and  the  sloop  Concord  is  not  yet  completed. 

The  appropriations  made  by  Congress  for  building  ten  sloops-of-war  were  as  follows: 

Act  of  3d  March,  1825,  appropriates $500,000  00 

and  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  vessels,  &c.,  on  the  lakes,  "  to  the  repair  and  building  of 

sloop.s-of-war." 

Act  of  18th  May,  1826,  appropriates 350,000  00 

Act  of  19th  March,  1828,  appropriates 201 ,  350  00 


$1,051,350  00 


Of  the  ten  sloops  thus  provided  for  we  have  ascertained,  by  a  minute  examination   of  the  returns 
made  to  this  ofBce,  that  seven  of  them  have  cost  as  follows: 

The  sloop  Boston $108,849  02 

The  sloop  Lexington 

The  sloop  Vince'nnes 

The  sloop  Warren 

The  sloop  Natchez 

The  sloop  Falmouth 

The  sloop  Vandalia 


889  77 


106,717  70 
98,669  17 


$759,302  92 


Fairfield,  St.  Louis,  and  Concord,  j 
3ntirely  finished.     As   far,  however. 


Making  the  average  cost  of  each  $10S,471.84f . 

The  returns  with  respect  to  the  three  other  sloops-of-war,  viz: 
not  complete.  It  is  known,  indeed,  that  the  Concord  is  not  yet  ( 
these  returns  have  been  received,  they  make  their  cost  to  be: 

Fairfield $91,199  37 

St.  Louis 57 ,  800  00 

Concord  102,000  00 


$250,999  37 


If  we  estimate  the  cost  of  these  three  at  the  average  cost  of  the  seven,  it  would  make  the  aggregate 
cost  of  the  whole  ten  sloops,  $1,084,718.45,  or  $33,368.45  more  than  the  amount  specifically  appropriated; 
but  this  excess  is  more  than  covered  by  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  vessels,  &c.,  on  the  lakes,  which  on 
the  1st  October,  1825,  amounted  $52,150.27. 

The  paper  D  has  been  prepared  with  a  view  to  show  the  amount  of  unpledged  funds  under  each  of 
the  spcrifir  liradsuf  appiupriation  referred  to,  and  as  a  guide  t.>  futiuc  (.perations.  It  assumes  the 
lialaiM-.'s  ill  till'  iicasiiry,  ,.ii  the  2 1st  March,  1829;  adds  thereto  tlu'  Lahmrrs  in  the  hands  of  the  agents 
n..t  r.'.jiiiivd  t'..i-  any  aiiiliori/,<Ml  purpose,  and  deducts  the  amount  «{'  cxisiini;-  .'..ntracts  and  engagements, 
and  the  amuunts  due  at  tlie  several  agencies  arising  from  overpayments,  aud  exhibits  the  following  result, 
viz:  " 

Balances  in  favor  of 

1.  Provisions $493,514  64 

2.  Repairs  of  vessels 82,430  84 

3.  Pay  of  superintendents,  &c 51 ,876  86 

4.  Ordnance  and  ordnance  stores 51 ,  775  56 

5.  Medicine  and  hospital  stores 23, 353  24 

6.  Navy  yards 164, 133  04 

7.  Gradual  improvement 330, 740  38 
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8.  Gradual  increase $103,296  13 

9.  Cuntiiig-eiit  expenses 130,201   15 

And  a  balance  against — 
10.  Trn  sloops-of-war,  of 36, 989  88 

Tlie  contracts  on  account  of  "  repairs  of  vessels"  and  "gradual  improvements  of  the  navy"  are,  as 
will  be  seen  by  this  paper,  extensive.  Those  I'nr  the  rnrnier  are  for  timber  and  canvas,  &c.,  to  be  \ised 
in  the  repairs  of  vessels.  They  should  all  be  euiii|ile(ei|  in  the  course  of  the  present  year,  agreeably  to 
their  respective  stipulations.  Those  for  the  latter  are  I'm-  the  live  oak  frames  of  ships  of  the  line,  frigates, 
and  sltM)ps-of-war,  and  Un-  tind)er  and  stone,  \'r.,  r,,r  llie  docks  now  ereelin-  at  Norfolk  and  at  Boston. 
'I'he  contractors  for  live  oak  frames  may  or  mav  not,  at  tlieir  own  option,  coniiijete  their  contracts  within 
the  present  year,  as  they  ar.'  allowed  ii,'.arly  the  wlmle  .if  the  year  Is:iO  to  deliver  the  timber.  It  is  quite 
probable  that  most  of  them  will  avail  tlicmselvcs  of  tlii.s  stipulatiuu  in  their  contracts  to  a  considerable 
extent,  and  although  the  contracts  amount,  for  "gradual  improvement,"  to  $536,475.80,  we  may  not  have 
to  pay,  this  year,  more  than  $300,000. 

The  large  balance  due  to  the  agency  at  Norfolk,  under  the  head  of  contingent  expenses,  is  deducted 
from  the  balance  on  hand,  so  as  to  show  what  the  balance  of  that  appropriation  would  be  if  that  debt 
were  paid  out  of  it.  This  debt  has,  it  is  believed,  been  accumulating  for  years,  and  the  appropriation  for 
this  year  cannot  legally  be  applied  towards  discharging  it,  because  it  is  by  law  confined  to  expenditures 
arising  within  the  year. 

The  actual  balance  of  the  contingent  appropriation,  applicable  to  expenses  arising  within  the  present 
year,  is  $184,520.20. 

With  these  explanations,  the  paper  D  indicates,  as  nearly  as  they  can  be  ascertained,  the  balances  of 
the  several  appropiiaiions  now  to  be  disposed  of  as  the  government  may  think  advisable. 

All  which  IS  respect  rally  submitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  RODGERS. 

Honorable  John  BR.ixcH,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

State  of  the  navy  apjjrojviations. 

For  provisions;  repairs  of  vessels  in  ordinary,  wear  and  tear,  &c.;  pay  of  superintendents,  store- 
keepers, &c.;  oiilnance  and  oiilnaiice  stores;  medicines  and  hospital  stores,  &c. ;  navy  yards — their 
improvement  and  repairs;  ten  sloops-of-war;  gradual  improvement  of  the  navy;  gradual  increase  of  the 
navy;  contingent  expenses,  delined,  1828,  1829. 

March  21,  1829. 
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Navy  Commissioners'  Office,  3Iay  28,  1828. 

Sir:  It  has  been  arranged,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  tiiat  all  requisitions 
for  money,  coming  under  either  of  the  following  heads,  shall,  instead  of  being  made  upon  him,  as  hereto- 
fore, be  made  directly  upon  the  Board  of  Navy  Commissioners,  and,  if  approved  by  thein,  they  will  be 
transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  who' will  order  the  remittances  to  be  made  accordingly,  viz: 

"  Pay  of  superintendents,  naval  constructors,  and  all  the  civil  establishments  at  the  several  navy 
yards  .-mA  stati(.ns." 

•■    I'l-.a-isiwllS.-' 

•■  K'.'pairsuf  Vessels." 

"  Onliiaiicr,  mid  ordnance  stores." 

"  Kcpaiis  ami  iiiiiui ivciiients  of  navy  yards." 

"(' pi, .til,-  t.^ii  sln,.ps-,)f-war." 

"  Cra.liial  im|irnvciii<.iit  of  the  navy." 
"(iiadual  increase  of  the  navy." 

"  ^[edicines,  surgical  instruments,  and  hospital  stores." 

"  C'ciiitingent  expenses,  defined" — so  far  as  to  embrace  the  following  items,  chargeable  under  that 
head,  viz: 

Freight,  and  transportation  of  materials  and  stores  of  every  description;  wharfage,  dockage,  storage, 
and  rent;  for  printing,  and  for  stationery  of  every  description,  and  for  books,  maps,  charts,  nautical  and 
mathematical  ins  runicnts,  chronometers,  models  and  drawings;  for  purchase  and  repair  of  steam  and 
fire  onuiiii's.  am!  for  iiiacliiiiciv;  fnr  pnrcliase  and  maintenance  of  oxen  and  horses,  and  for  carts,  wheels, 
and  wiukiiicirs  Iim.Is  olCvi'iy  (lcscii|itii)ii ;  for  pilotage;  for  cabin  furniture  of  vessels  in  commission;  for 
taxes  1)11  iKi\y  y.uds  and  piiLilit;  pnipeity;  for  assistance  rendered  to  public  vessels  in  distress;  for  inci- 
dental labor  at  navy  yards,  not  applicable  to  any  other  appropriation;  for  coal  and  other  fuel  for  forges, 
foundries,  and  steam  engines;  for  candles,  oil,  and  fuel,  for  vessels  in  commission  and  in  ordinary;  for 
repairs  of  magazines  and  powder  houses;  for  repairing  moulds  for  ships  to  be  built.  All  the  remaining 
items  chargeable  under  this  head,  are  under  the  exclusive  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  upon 
whom,  for  them,  or  any  of  them,  requisitions  must,  as  heretofore,  be  made. 

Every  requisition  upon  this  board  must  be  accompanied  by  a  statement,  showing  how  the  moneys 
previously  received  under  the  same  heads  of  appropriation  have  been  applied,  and  the  balance  on  hand. 

Every  requisition  nmsi  bo  made  in  tvipliiate,  and  the  whole  sent  to  this  ofiice;  if  approved  by  the 
board,  one  will  be  dclixcroil  to  tln'  ^o(^olal■^•  ot'  tlie  Navy,  who  will  then  act  upon  it,  one  to  the  Fourth 
Auditor  of  the  Troasuiy,  and  tlio  othor  wiU'ho  ivtained  in  this  office. 

No  expcnditnro  a\  liatc\or,  under  eitlicr  of  the  ])revifinsly  recited  heads  of  appropriation,  must  be 
incurrod  williont  t'lo  piovious  written  authority  of  lli"  board,  excopt  sncli  as  coiiio  uiulor  sjiccial  contracts, 
made  or  autlioiizcd  to  lie  made  by  the  board;  and  ilic  li(.anl  A\ili  nl■^<■l■  anthoi  i/.c  an  oxponditure  without 
the  previous  cxliiliit  of  a  satisfactory  estimate  by  the  jiroper  authority,  showing  the  anionnt  of  the  expense 
of  completing  the  object  proposed. 

No  moneys  belonging  to  one  appropriation  must  be  used  for  another,  without  the  special  previous 
authority  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

So  far  as  depends  u]ion  the  board,  tliey  are  determined  to  bring  the  funds  committed  to  their  manage- 
ment into  a  state  peiiretly  intelli^iMe;  nor  will  they  be  deterred  by  any  temporary  inconvenience  that 
may,  in  any  way,  arise  lioni  pietei  lin--  wliat  they  conceive  to  be  the  injunctions  of  the  law  upon  the 
subject  of  lKi\y  appropriations, 

'fii  yoni-   ithly  retinns   of  money  you  will   add  a  column  for  moneys  which  you  may  receive  for 

articles  sohl.  statin--  in  sueii  column  the  kind  of  articles  sold,  their  net  amount,  the  bank  into  which  you 
may  have  paid  the  anionnt,  and  to  what  appropriation  you  have  credited  it. 
1  am,  .*^c., 

JOHN  RODGERS. 

E.  G.  Parrott,  Navy  Agent,  Portsmouth. 

James  Biddle,  Nam/  Af/ent.  New  CaMe,  Del. 

James  Beatty,  N(ir>i  A<ir„t.  naliin, ,„■<■. 

Thomas  Tin,;ey,  Xnni  Aqml.  ]\;is/ini'/fun. 

Wm.  Sinclair,  N,r,j'A;in'l.  (l„irlr,i,'.„,  S.  C. 

NaTHAMEL    Amorv,    Xiiri/   .I'/e,,/,    l'rii.<(ii-(ila. 

J.  K.  Paulding,  Nin/  .'h/--/,/.  \,'ir   y,,rt. 
Richard  D.  Hakri.-,  'S„r,j  .1,/,  „/,  /;„.>/„„, 
George  Harrison,  Aar//  Aijrnt.  i'luladelphia. 
Miles  King,  Navy  Agent,  Norfolk. 
J.  P.  Henry,  Navy  Agent,  Savannah,  Geo. 
Nathaniel  Cox,  Navy  Agent,  New  Orleans. 
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Exhibit  shoidng  the  Htaie  of  the.  na.vy  appropriation  fi  committed  to  the  management  of  the  Nary  Commissioners, 
at  ike  time  they  were  committed  and  at  the  date.-i  of  the  last  returns,  at  the  seceral  navy  agencies  in  the 
United  States;  taken  from  the  returns  of  the  respective  navy  agents  made  to  the  Board  of  Navy  Com,- 


Kames  and 
dates. 

i 

£ 

1   -i 

i 
1 

•1 

Nary  yards. 
Ten  sloops. 

Gradual  improve- 
Gradual  increase. 

11 

1 

Pensaeola : 
June     1,  1828 

SI, 345  28 
•473  15 

$507  48 

S2,229  00 
51  r.  69 

S184  00 
-74  00 

$903  03 
124  83 

$324  09 
•863  03 

SI, 059  09 
627  63 

Jan.      1,  1829 

S750  92 

Norfolk : 
June     1,  1828 
March  1,  1829 

77,849  97 
50,862  35 

56,486  49 
•12,625  B4 

•954  51 

•1,606  78 
•1,312  32 

4,643  87 
2,303  47 

29,344  26,5:28,060  49 
7,535  74     •I, 173  53 

520  24 j   •3,181  20 
30,239  85i       '681   20 

•51,716  29 
•54,259  05 

Baltimore : 
Jnne     1,  1828 

1,806  97 
885  39 

*1,039  83 

•709  00 

•939  79 
•359  87 

2,532  39 
2,532  39 

606  62 
•383  06 

Philadelphia: 

•164  29 
•1,234  99 

177  38         170  49 

•10,414  74  •34,113  18 

-'        -           ■    To'ino    nn 

New  York : 
June     1,  1828 

16,838  09 
16,642  28 

4,961  01 

755   Rl! 

1,186  60         662  60 
150  93!        811  03 

1 
8  39;    13,773  68 
1,354  13    

•3,864  34 

754  86 
31  74 

March  1,  1829 

985  40 !         862  50 

Boston : 
June     1,  1828 

10,814  03 
1,285  34 

3,967  19 

364  42 
364  42 

36,501  48      2,827  25 
7,731  32j         737  45 

1,818  33 
319  25 

March  1,  1829 

220  66       3.102  97'            12  00 

Portsmouth : 

940  56 
1,930  85 

1 

1                       i 
101  65       2,116  87;         462  SO 

900  00          683  83 

16 

•585  63 

March  1,  1829 

3,580  99 

Navy  Commissioners'  Office,  August  27,  1821. 

Sir:  The  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  beg  leave  to  state  that  they  find  themselves  frequently  at  a 
loss  on  the  subject  of  contracts  and  expenditures,  for  want  of  precise  information  as  to  the  state  of  the 
appropriations  by  which  the  extent  of  the  contracts  and  expenditures  must  necessarily  be  governed; 
and,  in  expressing  tlieir  opinion  upon  requisitions  for  money  made  by  the  different  disbursing  officers,  a 
duty  you  have  been  pleased  to  enjoin  upon  them  for  some  months  past,  they  have  felt  much  embarrassed 
for  want  of  information  as  to  the  sums  of  money  advanced  under  the  different  heads  of  appropriation  to 
the  respective  agents  for  specific  objects. 

The  Commissioners  are  fully  apprised  of  your  intention  to  confine  the  expenditures  so  that  their 
amount  shall  not  exceed  the  sums  appropriated  by  law,  and  they  are  desirous  of  contributing  every 
exertion  in  their  power  to  the  accomplishment  of  your  views  upon  the  subject.  In  this  spirit,  and  with 
this  view,  they  beg  leave,  respectfullj',  to  submit  to  your  consideration  the  following  observations: 

To  carry  your  views  into  effect  it  appears  to  the  Commissioners — 

1st.  That  the  objects  of  expenditures  and  their  amount  should  be  ascertained  with  as  much  precision 
as  may  be  practicable,  prior  to  anj^  expenditure  being  authorized,  so  that  by  comparing  the  sums  respec- 
tively appropriated  with  the  cost  of  the  objects  considered  of  the  first  importance  to  be  accomplished,  the 
authorized  expenditures  may  be  kept  within  the  limits  of  the  law. 

To  explain  our  meaning  more  particularly,  we  will  suppose  that  $490,000  dollars  have  been  appro- 
priated for  repairs;  the  question  arises,  how  shall  this  sum  be  applied?  It  is  found  on  estimate,  after 
careful  survey,  that  there  are  vessels  in  ordinary  requiring  repairs  to  the  amount  of  $370,000;  say  frigate 
A,  $100,000;  B,  $60,000;  C,  $70,000;  D,  $140,000,  leaving  only  $30,000  for  the  vessels  in  actual  commis- 
sion, consisting  of  one  74,  three  frigates,  and  three  sloops-of-war.  It  would  be  desirable  to  repair  all 
the  vessels,  but  the  appropriation  will  n(jt  admit  of  it,  since  $30,000  would  be  obviously  insufficient  for 
the  vessels  in  commission.  The  repair  of  one  or  more  of  the  frigates  must  thus  be  suspended,  in  order 
to  retain  out  of  the  appropriation  a  sum  sufficient  for  the  vessels  in  commission.  A  decision  upon  this  • 
point  can  thus  be  satisfactorily  made,  and  such  expenditures  only  authorized  as  will  confine  them  to  the 
sum  appropriated. 

2d.  That  the  disbursing  officers,  in  their  requisitions  for  money,  should  state  distinctly,  not  only  the 
appropriation  to  which  the  amount  required  is  chargeable,  but  the  specific  object  to  which  it  may  be 
intended  to  apply  it,  the  contract  under  which,  and  the  particular  contractor  to  whom  the  payment  is  to 
be  made. 


Note. — This  mark  (•)  indicates  c 
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3cl.  That  no  requisition  for  money  should  be  attended  to  that  may  be  deficient  in  any  of  these 
essential  jiarticulars. 

4th.  That  all  disbursing  officers  should  be  instructed  never  to  make  a  money  requisition  until  the 
amount  act luiUy  due,  or  very  nearly  the  amount  actually  becoming  due,  shall  have  been  satisfactorily 
ascertained,  aial  then  to  confine  the  amount  of  the  requisition  to  the  amount  due  or  becoming  due, 
including  their  legal  commission;  and  if  the  amount  of  the  requisition  should  afterwards  be  found  to 
exceed  or  fall  short  of  the  sum  actually  required,  such  excess  or  deficiency  to  be  specially  noticed  in  the 
requisition  next  to  be  made  under  the  same  head,  and  a  corresponding  deduction  from  or  addition  to  such 
requisition  be  made. 

5th.  That  all  agents  charged  with  the  disbursements  of  moneys  be  instructed  not  to  apply  any  moneys 
in  their  hands  to  any  object  or  objects  whatever,  other  than  such  as  may  be  known  to  be  legally  charge- 
able to  the  appropriation  out  of  which  such  moneys  were  remitted  to  them. 

6th.  That  a  special  book  be  kf|it,  shnwini:-,  at  all  times,  not  only  the  general  state  of  the  funds,  but 
the  amount  of  the  respective  \\anaiits  drawn  \[\tn\t  the  respective  appropriations,  and  the  objects  arising 
under  those  appropriations  fur  whieh  iimiicys  aie  Iruiu  time  to  time  required  and  remitted,  and  to  which 
they  are  to  be  applied,  so  that,  by  comparing  the  amounts  of  the  warrants  with  the  estimated  amounts 
of  the  various  contracts  and  authorized  expenditures,  and  the  progress  made  in  the  execution  of  the 
contracts,  a  satisfactory  judgment  may  be  formed  as  to  the  propriety  of  making  the  remittances  that 
may  from  time  to  time  be  required  by  the  respective  agents,  and  the  precise  state  of  the  funds  be  known. 

Thus,  for  instance,  it  has  been  estimated  that  the  repairs  of  the  frigate  A  will  cost  $100,000,  and 
you  have  authorized  her  repair.  Let  this  sum,  then,  be  stated  on  the  books  as  the  cost  of  this  object,  and 
let  all  the  warrants  remitted  to  the  disbursing  agents  for  this  object  be  entered  on  the  same  page,  so  that 
the  whole  amount  applicable  to  tlie  object,  and  the  sums  remitted  from  time  to  time,  shall  appear,  and 
the  balance  at  any  moment  accurately  ascertained;  thus,  receiving,  as  we  do,  weekly  accounts  of  all 
the  work  performed  in  the  several  building  yards,  and  monthly  reports  as  to  the  progress  made  in  the 
execution  of  contracts,  and  the  expenditures  under  all  the  various  heads  at  the  several  yards,  a  check 
will  be  established  which  will  enable  the  Department  to  decide,  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner,  as  to  the 
expediency  of  making  remittances. 

If  you  will  be  pleased  to  direct  the  Commissioners  to  be  furnished  with  a  transcript,  weekly,  of  all 
the  warrants  thus  drawn,  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  will  be  at  all  times  possessed  of  the  requisite 
information  to  enable  them  to  discharge  that  branch  of  the  duties  confided  to  them  which  relates  to  con- 
tracts and  expenditures.  They  will  keep  such  a  book  as  has  been  recommended,  which  may  be  compared 
monthly,  or  oftener,  with  the  one  kept  in  your  ofSce,  and  thus  the  one  be  a  check  upon  the  other. 

Our  contracts  embrace  the  great  mass  of  the  expenditures  under  the  heads  of  repairs,  provisions, 
navy  yards,  gradual  increase,  and  ordnance,  and  they  are  specific  as  to  prices,  so  that,  if  the  quantities 
of  the  articles  required  be  ascertained,  the  amount  of  any  proposed  expenditure  may  be  stated  with  all 
possible  accuracy  prior  to  its  being  authorized.  This  can  be  done  in  all  cases,  excepting,  probably,  on 
pressing  emergencies  that  may  occur  within  the  United  States;  and  as  regards  our  vessels  on  foi'eign 
service,  estimates  of  their  probable  expenditure  may  always  be  made  with  sufficient  accuracy,  and  such 
sums  could  be  retained  out  of  the  general  expenditure  for  their  use  as  they  would  probably  require. 

It  appears,  sir,  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  that  such  rules  and  restrictions,  if  punctually 
observed,  would  produce  essential  benefits  to  the  service;  moneys  remitted  under  such  checks  would,  it 
is  presumed,  be  applied  to  their  legitimate  objects.  The  necessity  now  daily  occuring  in  the  Auditor's 
Department,  of  transferring  sums  of  money  from  one  head  of  appropriation  to  another,  in  consequence  of 
moneys  either  having  been  required  or  remitted  under  wrong  heads,  or  having  been  applied  by  disbursing 
officers  to  objects  to  which  they  were  not  legally  applicable,  would  cease  to  exist  so  soon  as  all  the 
accounts  now  outstanding  should  be  settled,  and  the  Department  would  be  enabled,  at  all  times,  to  form 
a  satisfactory  estimate  as  to  the  actual  state  of  its  fiscal  concerns,  and  regulate  the  expenditures  so  as 
to  prevent  their  exceeding  the  sums  appropriated  by  law. 

In  submitting  these  observations  to  your  consideration,  the  Commissioners  beg  leave  to  remark  that, 
should  you  concur  in  opinion  with  them,  and  determine  to  adopt  these  or  similar  suggestions,  they  will 
most  cheerfully  take  upon  themselves  any  portion  of  the  additional  trouble  arising  that  you  may  be 
pleased  to  assign  unto  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  RODGERS. 

Hon.  Smith  Thompson,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  dated— 

Na-s-y  Departmext,  November  10,   1820. 
The  present  confused  and  unsettled  state  of  the  fiscal  accounts  and  concerns  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment makes  it  pro]ier  that  its  cause  be  made  the  subject  of  inquiry;  and  that  measures  be  adopted  for 
the  conrctiuii  ..f  the  i/xistiii--  evil,  ;iii(l  the  prevention  of  its  future  occurrence. 

Y..n  ;nv  i^'^ik-u  ■!  h>  in;ikr  a  statement  of  your  views  of  the  causes  which  have  led  to  this  state  of 
thing-s,  aii'l  t^  cxpie.s  \aaii'  Mjaiiidii  particularly  on  the  following- points: 

1.  Have  tliesi'  .■iiil>anassmi'iits  in  the  public  accounts  arisen  from  the  complexity  or  intricacy  of  the 
act  of  Congress  of  1809,  which  declares  "  that  the  sums  appropriated  by  law,  for  each  branch  of  ex- 
penditure in  the  several  Departments,  shall  be  solely  applied  to  the  objects  to  which  they  are  respectively 
appropriated,  and  to  no  other?" 

2.  Are  the  provisions  of  that  law  so  difTiciilt  of  cxccaitinn  as  necessarily  to  lead  to  this  perplexed 
condition  of  the  general  accounts  of  the  ]>epai  tineni  ;  ,.r  afe  they  to  be  ascribed  t"  tlie  i^imiance,  ur  any 
particular  misconduct  on  the  part  of  the  oHi.Trs  wlm  JKne  had   the  management  "f  its  (■.niceiiisr 

3.  Does  the  law  of  1809,  in  relation  to  siiecilir  api.njpriations,  afford  any  peculiar  salutary  check 
upon  the  officers  employed  in  its  execution,  so  as  to  ensure  the  pniper  applicatinn  of  the  appropriations  to 
the  objects  for  which  they  have  been  g-ranted?  or,  may  it  not,  by  its  inti  ieai  y  and  complexity,  favor  the 
concealment  of  irregular  and  illicit  practices,  by  the  diiBculty  oi'  ili'teetiiii;-  tliem? 

4.  Could  not  a  system  be  devised  which  wnuld  aflbrd  all  the  restraints  imposed  by  this  law,  which 
would  be  simple  in  its  prineiples,  intelliuiMe  in  practice,  and  which  would  be  free  from  the  disorder  and 
confusion  attendant  upon  tlie  (,ne  imw  in  "peratieii'.'' 

5.  Can  this  unsettled  state  of  Uie  ticcounts  of  the  Xavy  Department  be  adjusted  by  any  means 
within  the  power  of  its  officers;  or  will  it  be  necessary  to  appeal  to  Congress,  for  the  purpose  of  effecting 
this  object? 


I. 
Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  November  30,  1829. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  propounding  to  me  certain  inquiries  relative  to  the  accounts  of 
the  Navy  Department,  has  been  considered  with  the  attention  due  to  the  importance  of  the  subject. 
"With  the  application  I  have  bestowed  upon  the  duties  of  this  office,  I  cannot  yet  speak  with  that  entii-e 
confidence  of  its  condition,  which  would  justify  important  changes,  without  further  lights.  The  results 
of  my  observation,  and  the  opinions  I  have  formed,  will,  however,  be  communicated  to  you  with  the 
utmost  frankness. 

Money  is  the  sinews  of  power  and  the  source  of  corruption.  English  liberty  has  been  considered 
safe  only  so  long  as  the  power  of  granting  supplies  to  the  King  resides  in  the  representatives  of  the 
people.  Our  institutions  have  gone  further.  Here  the  representatives  of  the  people  not  only  grant  sup- 
plies, but  prescribe  the  objects  to  which  they  shall  be  applied,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  accounts 
shall  be  kept. 

It  is  a  safe,  and,  I  think,  a  correct  principle,  that  the  Executive  cannot,  rightfully,  increase  or 
diminish  the  emoluments  of  public  officers,  whose  compensation  has  been  fixed  by  law.  When  they  are 
subjected  to  unusual  expenses  in  the  public  service,  he  may  grant  them  allowances  sufficient  to  cover 
those  expenses,  but  no  more.  He  cannot,  rightfully,  under  pretence  of  paying  their  expenses,  or  under 
cover  of  commutation,  or  any  other  device,  increase  their  lawful  emoluments.  Yet,  the  pay  and  emolu- 
ments of  our  naval  officers  are  chiefly  of  Executive  creation;  tmd,  wliere  the  representatives  of  the  people 
have  fixed  them  by  law,  the  Executive  has,  by  various  expedients,  lumli  iniicised  tlieni. 

In  a  former  report,  I  stated  to  you,  in  detail,  the  ceuisi'  wliicli  liad  been  pmsned  iu  relation  to  the 
marine  corps.  To  that  communication  I  refer  you  for  all  I  could  now  say,  in  relation  to  that  branch  of 
the  subject. 

But  Executive  legislation,  in  relation  to  the  navy  proper,  has  been  even  more  extensive,  and  not  less 
in  violation,  as  I  conceive,  of  the  true  principles  of  our  government. 

An  act  of  Congress,  passed  25th  February,  1799,  fixes  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  captains,  com- 
manding ships  of  thirty-two  guns  and  upwards,  at  $100  per  month,  and  eight  rations  per  day,  and  allows 
the  commander  of  a  squadron  eight  rations  in  addition.  The  ration  has  been  commuted  at  twenty-five 
cents.  Hence,  the  lawful  allowance  of  a  commander  of  a  squadron  is  $1,930  jier  year.  To  increase 
their  income,  the  Executive  formally  allowed  them  a  commission  of  2|  per  cent,  on  all  l>i]ls  drawn  for  the 
support  of  their  squadron;  and,  more  recently,  $2,000  per  year,  in  lieu  of  comnnVsiini^,  with  §30  per 
month,  or  $3G0  per  year,  for  cabin  furniture.  Here  are  $1,930  allowed  by  law,  and  S:,!.:;r.ii  i.\'  the  Exocu- 
tivo,  makin-  their  whole  emolui'nents,  <leductin-  only  what  lli-y  actually  pay  for  Inniitniv,  Sl,2«t0.  I  do 
not  say  this  is  ton  inucli,  consiihTin;,;-  the  expenses  they  iiecessa filv  iiiiair  ill  snppoit in-'  tlie  lionor  of  our 
navy  in  distant  seas  and  lorei-n  ports;  Imt  miu'lit  not  the  Kxecniive,  witli  e(Hial  ri-ht,  increase  it  to 
$10,000?  Would  it  nut  be  better— would  not  the  cuniuuuider  feel  better  in  receiving  it,  and  tlie  Executive 
in  paying  it,  were  it  an  allowance  made  by  law? 

The  commutation  price  of  the  officer's  ration  is  twenty -five  cents;  the  contract  price  not  over  fifteen. 
The  commutation  is  not  fixed  by  law,  but  by  the  Executive  will.  In  speaking  of  rations,  the  law  knows 
no  distinction  between  the  seaman's  ration  and  the  oiTicei's  ration.  Yet,  by  Executive  regulation,  the 
officer  is  allowed  sixty-six  per  cent,  more  for  his  lalion  than  the  value  of  the  seaman's  ration.  The  money 
paid  the  officer  for  sixteen  rations  would  piir<lia~e  twenty-six  seanii/n's  rations.  Under  color  of  com- 
mutation, therefore,  the  Executive  allows  the  oiUeer  mure  than  liis  lawful  rations,  and  thus  increases  his 
emoluments.     These  remarks  apply  to  every  officer  of  the  navy. 

The  Executive  also  allows  a  captain,  commanding  a  line  of  battle  ship,  $25  per  month,  or  $300  per 
year  for  furniture;  a  captain,  commanding  a  frigate,  $20,  or  $240  per  year;  a  master  commandant,  com- 
manding a  sloop-of-war,  $15,  or  $180  per  year,  and  a  lieutenant  commanding,  the  same  sum. 

These  allowances  are,  imquestionably,  designed  to  increase  the  emoluments  of  those  officers. 

As  strange  as  it   may  seem,  there  is  no  act  of  Congress  giving  any  compensation  whatever    o 
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captains  of  the  navy,  when  on  sliore,  wliether  unemployed  or  stationed  at  the  various  navy  yards; 
excepting  only  the  Navy  yard  at  Washington.  The  act  of  1799  onl}'  provides  a  monthly  pay  for  captains 
commanding  ships:  "  one  hundred  dollars  per  month  and  eight  rations  per  day  to  captains  commanding 
ships  of  thirty-two  guns  and  upwards;  and  seventy-five  dollars  per  month  and  six  rations  per  day" 
to  captains  commanding  ships  of  twenty  and  under  thirty-two  guns.  All  the  pay  and  emoluments 
of  captains  on  shore,  and  at  shore  stations,  originated  in  Executive  legislation.  On  furlough,  they 
are  allowed  half  the  highest  grade  of  pay;  under  orders,  or  waiting  orders,  they  have  full  pay.  But 
the  most  extensive  Executive  legislation,  in  relation  to  them,  consists  in  the  pay  and  emoluments  allowed 
them  at  the  navy  yards.  In  Philadelphia,  for  instance,  the  captain  is  allowed  $100  per  month,  16  rations 
per  day,  $600  house  rent,  $65  for  candles,  30  cords  of  wood  (now  commuted  at  $6  per  cord),  and  three 
servants,  at  $8  per  month;  amounting  in  all  to  $4,066.75.  With  the  exception  of  the  montlily  pay  and 
rations  of  a  few  of  the  officers,  all  the  allowances,  made  to  all  those  stationed  at  and  employed  iii  navy 
yards,  are  of  the  Executive  creation.  Take,  for  instance,  the  estimates  of  last  year,  for  the  Navy  yard  at 
Norfolk,  in  which  all  the  following  items  are  authorized  only  by  Executive  regulation: 


2 

1 

J 
6 

1 

1 

CO 

m 

Vurd. 

$100 
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16 
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$300 
200 

200 

200 
145 
200 
250 
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65 
40 
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20 
16 
20 
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30 
20 
20 
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20 
14 
12 
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1 
1 
1 
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Master  comiiKUidant 

Master                  

S  Ta-e  m 

\ 

Purser 

Chaplain    

I 

Teacher  matlicinatics 

1 

MidshipiiuMi 

19 

1 

1 

90 
90 

12 
12 

9 
9 

1 

Steward                       

18 

...... 

Ordlnarij. 

. 

Master 

20 
19 
12 
10 

2 

1 
1 
1 

90 

12 

9     ! 

1 

Hospital. 

200 
145 

20 
16 

20 
14 

1 

18 
10 
8 
12 

1 
1 
1 
1 

Nurses 

Washers 

Cook 

Civil. 
Storekeeper $1 ,  700 


Clerk  t 

Clerk  to  yartl 

Clerk  to  commandant.  . 
Clerk  to  commandant. . 

Master  builder , 

Clerk  to  master  buildei 
Inspector  and  measure 
Keeper  of  nia-a/.ine.  . 
Porter 


450 
900 
750 
360 
2,300 
420 
1,050 
480 
300 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  allowances,  there  are  also  the  following  in  connection  with  navy  yards, 
viz: 

Allowance  to  furnish  commandant's  house $696 

Allowance  to  furnish  master  commandant's  house 319 

Allowance  to  furnish  surgeoti's  and  purser's  house  . .  •. 224 

With  oil-cloth  carpets  in  addition. 

The  pursers,  stationed  at  several  of  tlie  yards,  have,  for  many  years,  jiresented  claims  for  a  commission 
on  money  paid  to  mechanics  ami  lalmrers;  imt  it  was  repeatedly  decidcl  that  mi  such  allowance  could  be 
made,  because  such  payments  w(  re  ;i  p  utiiin  of  their  regular  duties.  W'iiliiu  the  last  two  or  three  years, 
however,  an  allowance  of  $6UU,  under  the  jiauie  of  clerk  hire,  has  been  made,  willi  the  avowed  object  of 
covering  this  claim. 

By  law,  the  navy  agents  are  limited  to  one  per  cent,  on  their  disbursements,  provided  that  the  amount 
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shall,  iu  no  instance,  exc(>c(l  S-2.000  imt  antniiii.  Tli(>  lan,u-iinp-c  ..f  tlic  ];iw  is  taiilainomit  to  a  jiv  iliilntinu 
upon  the  Executive.     Yet,   tni-ciu-ii   iia\-^-   irj-^iits  li;:\-c   liccn   all>i\\-,  il   •2;,   pci-  ,-|.ii(    uikhi   (liMnirscinriits 

besides  larg-e  sums  for  oiticr  an.l  in-|.l,'lli,.l  rx|n'ns,.,-;    :iImI.  in  s.:i,;..  ll,st  inrrs.   IIhMI- rMlnlM.nsal  i.m   lia-   Imvi', 

increased  to  §4,000  or  $(),(»!)()  i„'i-  aminiii.  I>.  inrsii,-  a-nus  have  \;-ru  iIImw.mI  i-.,iiii,1  smus,  i:,r  cania-vut 
expenses,  witliout  bciii,u-  IT, jiiiiv.l  in  pi-,.ilii,v  v.uicli.a-s,  with  th.'  cvid.-nt  iuLait  of  swclliim'  flicii- ni'i:. la- 
ments beyond  $2,000.  "Smiho  ntilic  principal  a-mts  lia\-('  r.-rrivd  il,r  rniui.I  Mini  ,,r  sl.S(M)  l\,v  clerk  hire: 
$150  for  office  rent;  S24()  ior  jiortcr  hire,  and  sr.d  l^r  fuel  and  candh  s.  Others  have  l-een  allowed  less 
sums.  To  o!i,>  aueiil,  at  least,  a  cmnniissioii  ,  d'  lii  per  . -cut.,  and  i  percent,  over  $2,000,  has  been  allowed 
on  vast  sums  of  iiKmi'v,  swadlin,^;-  his  enndnineiils  tn  many  thousands. 

Let  me  iiMi  be  uiidei-.-i I  te  mean,  that  the  CMiaiieiisation  allowed  by  law  is,  in  all  cases,  adequate. 

I  desi.o-n,  iinly,  tn  slmw  that  llie  Navy  1  lip  i  ri  ni.'ii  t  has  disregarded  the  law,  and  taken  the  liberty  to 
increase  the  cnndmnents  nt  these  aj  ai-,  .;,  -  ;  Img  to  its  own  discretion.  If  the  compensation  of  agents 
was  found  inadequate,  it  was  the  <e  ,  ■  ;  :  -  e,  rotary  to  represent  the  case  to  Congress,  and  obtain  a 
change  in  tlie  law,  ralhiM-  than  a'l      ,;  -    i \-  the  defect  by  indirection. 

To  certain  siirje,  ,,,<.  niitil  i  e.  ,  ;  ;:■  .  ,;.,  ,j^  h^s  been  a  stated  annual  allowance,  as  purveyors  of  medi- 
cines, &c.,  in  el'leei      ■    i'         ;    ■  il,    ii  . ■hiMhiinents. 

To  all  i>ilicei>,  ,  ,  .  i'  i.'i  c,.nts  per  mile  has  been  allowed,  for  traveling  expenses,  when,  on 

many  routes,  tlieir  aeiu.d  e\jien-es  arc  scarcely  one-third  of  that  sum,  and,  by  this  means,  their  emolu- 
ments are  increased. 

A  C(iniinutation  for  wood,  at  $6  per  cord,  has  been  adopted.  At  some  places,  this  exceeds  the  actual 
cost,  and  the  excess  goes  to  swell  the  officer's  emoluments.  At  others,  it  falls  short,  and  the  officers 
complain.  At  unc  jilacc,  by  ex)iress  direction  of  the  lute  Fourth  Auditor,  the  purser  was  instructed  to 
pay  tiie  elli.-ei.s  the  \-alin-  ef  their  alhiwance  for  wood,  according  to  the  market  price,  and  take  their 
receipts  Inr  su  much  \v..mi|,  and  net  I'er  miinej-.  Upon  vouchers,  thus  made  false  by  official  authority,  the 
officers  have  chiimcl  SS  tn  SS.-'iO  hir  their  wood. 

The  lommissieiiers  uf  navy  yards  liave  been  allowed  $450,  in  addition  to  their  regular  pay  as  captains 
of  the  navy,  \\  hih'  emphiyed  in  the  business  of  navy  yards,  and  their  traveling  expenses. 

The  (_'i)minioriieiiei.i  ui'  the  Navy  have  been  allowed  $3  per  day,  when  absent  from  duty,  and  traveling 
expenses. 

Officers  engaged  in  the  examination  of  midshipmen  and  surgeons  have  the  same  allowances. 

Assistant  surgeons,  and  midshipmen  attending  examination,  are  allowed  $1.50  per  day,  and  traveling- 
expenses  on  returning. 

Captains  acting  on  courts  of  inqiliry  and  courts-martial  are  allowed  $3  per  day,  and  master  com- 
mandants and  midshipmen  $1.50,  with  their  traveling  expenses. 

Officers  attending  as  witnesses  are  allowed  $1.50,  and  traveling  expenses;  citizens  are  allowed  $3, 
and  traveling  expenses. 

Officers  employed  iu  surveying  harbors  have  been  allowed  from  $1.50  to  $3  per  day. 

Officers  ordered  home  from  foreign  stations,  or  returning  on  a  sick  ticket,  arc  allowed  tlieir  passage 
money. 

.Seamen  discharged  in  foreign  countries  are  sent  home  at  the  expense  of  government. 

Officers  necessarily  traveling  to  the  city,  for  the  settlements  of  their  accounts,  tire  allowed  traveling- 
expenses,  and  $1.50  ])er  day,  for  expenses  while  detained. 

Officers  taking  the  place  of  their  superiors,  in  the  temporary  command  of  ships  or  stations,  have  been 
allowed  the  pa^'  and  emoluments  of  those  superiors. 

The  expenses  of  officers,  when  sick,  have  been  paid,  deducting,  formerly,  their  whole  pay  and  rations, 
and  recently,  one-half. 

In  addition  to  all  these  allowances,  by  Executive  authority,  we  have  a  variety  of  offices  and  agencies 
emanating  from  the  same  source. 

Under  the  law  authorizing  the  establishment  of  dry  docks,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  created 
the  office  of  engineer,  with  a  salary  of  $4,000  per  annum,  $80  per  month  for  board,  when  absent  from 
home,  15  cents  per  mile  for  his  traveling  expenses,  and  all  his  incidental  expenses  paid  besides. 

There  is  an  assistant  engineer,  appointed  by  the  principal,  at  $4  per  day,  with  traveling  and  other 
expenses. 

We  have  had  a  superintendent  of  live  oak  plantations  in  Florida,  with  a  salary  of  $400,  and  an 
overseer,  appointed  by  him,  with  a  salary  of  $500. 

We  have  had  agents  for  surveying  live  oak  lands  in  Florida,  at  $4  to  $5  per  day,  in  addition  to  their 
expenses. 

A  custody  fee  of  fifteen  cents  per  day  has  been  allowed  to  the  sheriff  of  Florida,  for  keeping  Africans 
landed  frijm  slave  ships. 

We  have  an  a,o-cnt  at  Liberia  fur  receiving  Africans,  at  a  salary  of  $1,600,  and  an  outfit  of  $500. 

We  have  architects  ef  navy  hespitals,  who  receive  salaries  of  $2,000  per  year. 

Until  i-ecent!y,  (he  \a\y  D.^paiiment  employed  a  special  agent,  who  was  a  clerk  in  this  office,  and 
allowed  him  one  ])cr  cent,  en  heavy  disbursements,  when  the  law  expressly  provides  that  all  disbursing 
officers  sliall  be  apjieinted  liy  the  President,  and  nominated  to  the  Senate. 

Many  uther  .--pici.il  a.^cni-;  have  been  employed  for  particular  services,  and  many  thousand  dollai-s 
paid  to  tiieiii  by  way  (d' compensation. 

The  (irigiii'ul  aulliority  lur  most  of  thes(>  allowanrcs  exists  fuily  in  letters  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  to  the" Fourth  Auditor.  For  some  nf  tnem  m-t  even  that  antiiority,  or  any  other,  except  precedent, 
can  be  found.  An  account  has  been  allow -d  by  ila'  Sei'ivtary;  aiadher  one  like  it  is  allowed  on  the 
same  principles;  the  precedent  becomes  a  law,  and  even  its  iiri.udn  is  iorgotten.  This  kind  of  legislation 
has  been  as  Ihudiiatiii,-'  as  it  has  lu'cii  loose.  Sometimes  more  is  allowed,  and  sometimes  less;  the  navy 
is  full  of  comphiints  of  partiality;  and  ahnost  every  man  thinks  that  he  has  a  right  to  some  allowance, 
because  a  similar  (daim  has  been  allowed  toothers.  The  Auditor  is  harassed  with  arguments  drawn 
from  expediency:  the  hare.ship  of  the  cas-^;  its  similarity  to  some  allowance  heretofore  made;  and 
because  some  haxc  pro,  iireil  iinpro|ier  alhjwances,  he  is  censured  because  he  docs  not  put  all  ujjon  an 
ei|iiaN;\,  b\-  malv  nj-  impropi'r  aih.waiices  n  oihers.  Everything  is  dark  and  luiccriain;  and.  instead  of 
bciicj,'  aide  at  once  to  turn  to  some  law  or  la.w  liil  regulation,  by  which  to  test  every  (daim  whit  h  is  pre- 
sented, he  is  compelled  to  spend  hours  and  days  in  hunting  for  old  letters,  and  looking  into  precedents. 

Some  boldly  claim  allowances  without  law  or  authority,  because  their  cases,  or  others  like  them 
VOL.  Ill 48  L 
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were  embraced  in  the  e.stimates  on  which  the  appropriations  were  founded.  In  their  view,  an  estimate 
authorizes  an  expenditure.  So  far  has  this  impression  gone,  that  men,  employed  by  contract,  at  prices 
less  than  the  estimates  placed  upon  similar  services,  have  advanced  serious  claims  to  the  whole  amount 
estimated.  It  is  in  vain  to  urge  that  the  estimates  are,  or  ought  to  be,  based  on  some  existing  law;  that 
they  form  no  part  of  the  appropriation  law;  that  Congress,  almost  uniformly,  appropriates  less  than  is 
estimated,  without  leaving  any  record  explaining  what  part  they  disapprove;  no  arguments  avail  with 
those  who  consider  custom  as  law,  or  find  their  own  convenience  or  their  interest  in  setting  their  own 
rules  above  those  of  the  legislative  power.  Congress  have  confidence  that  the  Executive  officers  will  be 
governed  by  law  in  their  estimates;  they  never  scrutinize  them  with  an  impression  that  they  are  to  be 
taken  as  law  after  their  adjournment;  and  instances  are  not  wanting  where  they  have  been  deceived  into 
appropriations  for  objects  other  than  those  which  the  estimates  seemed  to  present.  Next  to  allowing 
the  Executive  to  make  appropriations  by  his  own  authority,  is  the  danger  of  considering  an  appropria- 
tion, based  on  an  estimate  without  shadow  of  law  to  authorize  the  estimate  or  make  the  appropriation 
necessary,  as  sufficient  authority  for  expending  the  money.  Yet,  such  has  been  the  practice  of  the 
government;  and  from  this  practice  have  sprung  many  abuses. 

It  may  be  will  suii|)nscd,  that  almost  an  entire  want  of  legal  and  fixed  system  in  the  allowances 
made  (for  tiie  l)(|iaitinrnt  has  not  obeyed  its  own  estimates)  must  materially  affect  the  accounts  of  this 
office,  and  the  aii|ir(i|iiiatious  made  by  Congress.  By  some  new  rule,  or  upon  some  unknown  reason, 
many  thousand  dollars  have  been  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  allowed.  By  a  repetition  of  these  allow- 
ances, means  to  pay  which  have  always  been  found,  the  state  of  the  appropriations,  and  consequently, 
the  accounts  of  the  Department,  have  been  miserably  deranged. 

This  leads  me  to  speak  of  the  manner  in  which  the  public  moneys  are  drawn  from  the  treasury,  and 
the  accounts  kept. 

By  acts  of  Congress  it  is  declared  that  all  moneys  appropriated  shall  be  applied  to  the  purposes  for 
which  they  are  appropriated,  and  no  other,  except  that  transfers  in  certain  cases  may  be  made,  by  the 
President,  from  one  appropriation  to  another.  In  the  Navy  Department,  the  power  of  transfer  extends 
only  to  pay  of  the  navy,  provisions,  medicines  and  hospital  stores,  repairs  of  vessels,  and  clothing. 
From  either  of  these  to  any  other,  transfers  may  be  made  within  the  year  for  which  the  appropriations 
are  made;  and  an  account  of  such  transfers  is  required  to  be  laid  before  Congress  within  the  first  week 
of  their  next  succeeding  session.  On  the  first  of  February  of  each  year  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is 
required  to  lay  before  Congress  a  statement,  under  each  specific  head  of  appropriation,  of  the  amounts 
appropriated  for  the  service  of  the  preceding  year,  of  the  amounts  expended,  and  of  the  balance  remain- 
ing on  hand  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

When  a  navy  agent  or  other  disbursing  officer  wants  money,  he  writes  to  the  Secretary,  stating  the 
heads  of  appropriations  under  which  it  is  wanted.  The  Secretary  issues  a  requisition  upon  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  for  a  warrant  for  the  amount,  stating  each  item  under  its  proper  head  of  appropriation. 
The  Comptroller  countersigns  it,  and  charges  each  item  to  the  proper  appropriation.  The  Auditor 
registers  it,  and  charges  the  items  to  the  disbursing  officer,  also  under  the  proper  heads.  The  officer 
renders  his  accounts  for  disbursements  under  each  head,  and  receives  a  credit  under  each. 

There  are  now  unclosed  accounts  on  the  Fourth  Auditor's  books,  under  upwards  of  forty  heads  of 
appropriation.  Many  disbursing  officers  have  accounts  under  ten  or  fifteen  different  heads,  which  are 
precisely  like  ten  or  fifteen  separate  accounts.  Did  every  person  receiving  money  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment ask  for  it  under  the  prfipor  heads,  expend  it  under  the  proper  heads,  and  render  his  accounts  under 
the  proper  heads,  and  liail  ni>  transfers  ever  been  made,  or,  when  made,  had  they  been  reported  to  Con- 
gress, and  the  deficiency  iinniciliately  supplied,  there  would  have  been  little  or  no  irregularity  in  the 
accounts  of  the  Department.  But  the  irregular  and  unlawful  practice  of  the  Department,  encouraging 
and  producing  similar  irregularity  among  all  its  fiscal  officers,  has  defeated  the  object  of  specific  appro- 
priations, and  involved  its  accounts  in  almost  inextricable  confusion. 

When  ageaits  have  called  for  money  under  heads  of  appropriation  which  were  exhausted,  former 
Secretaries  have  not  hesitated  to  send  them  money  under  other  heads.  This  is  a  virtual  transfer  from  one 
appropriation  to  another,  and  a  violation  of  law.  When  the  officers  account  for  this  money  it  stands 
charged  to  them  on  the  Auditor's  books  under  one  head,  and  they  obtain  credit  under  another.  The  money 
has  in  fact  been  applied  to  purposes  other  than  those  for  which  it  was  appropriated.  But,  when  another 
appropriation  is  obtained  under  the  deficient  head,  the  amount  borrowed  is  refunded.  This  is  another 
virtual  transfer,  and  a  double  violation  of  law,  because  it  is  a  transfer  from  one  year  to  another. 

When  the  Auditor  and  Comptroller  have  settled  an  account  belonging  to  a  head  of  appropriation 
which  is  exhausted,  the  practice  has  been  to  pay  it  by  an  advance  out  of  another  appropriation.  This  is 
also  a  palpable  invasion  of  the  law;  the  money  is  applied  to  purposes  for  which  it  was  not  appropriated; 
the  account  can  never  be  closed  on  the  books  of  this  office  unless  Congress  make  another  appropriation 
under  the  deficient  head;  and,  even  then,  it  must  come  out  of  another  year's  appropriation. 

Millions  of  money  have  been  expended  by  the  Navy  Department  for  purposes  other  than  those  for 
which  it  was  appropriated.  The  accounts  now  unadjusted,  arising  solely  from  these  irregularities, 
probably  embrace  more  than  a  million  of  dollars.  Many  of  them  are  as  much  creditor  under  one  head  as 
debtor  under  another;  but  the  Auditor  has  no  power  to  transfer  the  amounts  and  close  them.  It  is  probable 
that  $30,000  would  pay  all  that  is  really  due  upon  these  accounts,  and  an  appropriation  of  that  sum, 
with  power  to  make  the  necessary  transfers,  would  furnish  the  means  to  close  them.  No  talents  or  skill 
can  adjust  them  without  the  interposition  of  Congress. 

In  every  case  where  a  transfer  is  made  from  one  appropriation  to  another,  or  where  money  has  been 
forwarded  under  one  head  to  be  expended  under  another,  or  where  an  advance  is  made  under  one  head  to  pay 
a  debt  due  under  another,  the  Comptroller's  books  do  not  represent  truly  the  purposes  for  which  the  money 
is  expended.  For  instance:  an  agent  asks  for  $10,000  under  "pay  of  the  navy;"  it  is  sent  to  him  under 
"provisions;"  it  is  intended  to  be  applied,  and  actually  is  applied  to  "pay;"  yet  on  the  Second  Comptroller's 
books  it  is  charged  to  "provisions,"  and,  under  that  head,  is  reported  to  Congress.  Hence,  there  has  not 
been  for  many  years  a  correct  report  made  to  Congress  of  the  purposes  to  which  the  money  appropriated 
has  been  applied. 

On  recurrence  to  the  Comptroller's  report  for  1828,  you  will  find  the  first  column  headed  "balances 
of  appropriations  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1828;"  the  second,  "appropriated  in  1828;"  the  third, 
"repayments  in  1828;"  these  three  added  together  form  the  fourth,  headed  "  amount  applicable  to  the  ser- 
vice of  1828;"  the  fifth  is  headed,  "  amount  drawn  by  requisition  from  the  Treasury  during  the  year  1828;" 
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and  this  subtracted  from  the  fourtli,  t'uni^  tlic  sixth,  headed  "balances  of  appropriations  on  the  31st  of 
December,  1828."  The  first  cohimn  -ivrs  the  amount  standing  to  the  credit  of  culi  ;iii]iropriation  on  the 
ComptroUei-'s  books  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1828;  but  as"  all  transfers  made  diirini;-  tlio  precodin"- 
year  are  debited  to  the  appropriation  from  wliich  the  money  was  taken,  and  crediteil^o  that  in  aid  of 
which  the  transfer  is  made,  those  balances  are  far  from  a  true  representation  of  the  actual  state  of  the 
several  appropriations  at  that  time.  None  of  the  principal  appropriations  appear  to  have  been  exhausted- 
yet  some  of  them  were  exhausted,  and  had  borrowed  large  amounts  from  others.  The  amounts,  so  bor- 
rowed, were  repaid  out  of  the  appropriations  for  1828.  Before  the  expiration  of  that  year  some  of  the 
appropriations  were  again  exhausted,  and  sums  of  money  again  borrowed  from  others.  All  sums  thus 
refunded  are  borrowed,  as  well  as  all  sums  transferred  from  one  head  of  appropriation  to  another  for  the 
purpose  of  adjusting  accounts,  are  included  in  the  column  of  "repayments."  It  is  obvious  that  none  of 
these  sums  can  at  all  increase  the  "  amount  applicable  to  the  service  of  the  year  1828;"  yet  they  are  all 
added  in  to  make  up  the  items  of  the  columns  thus  headed.  The  bona  fide  repayments  are  small  in  amount. 
Of  the  $369,909.94  under  the  head  of  "  repayments  in  1828,"  it  is  not  believed  that  the  actual  repayments 
amount  to  $60,000.  The  report,  therefore,  represents  that  there  were  upwards  of  $300,000  applicable  to 
the  service  of  1828  more  than  actually  were  so  applicable.    . 

Indeed  the  system  of  borrowing  from  one  appropriation  to  make  up  deficiencies  in  another  is  nothing 
more  nor  less  than  anticipating  the  appropriations  of  the  next  year.  For  instance:  "pay  afloat"  is 
deficient;  to  make  up  the  deficiency  the  Secretary  borrows  $10,000  out  of  "  provisions;"  this  $10,000  is 
refunded  out  of  the  sum  appropriated  for  "pay  afloat"  for  the  next  year.  Thus,  $10,000  of  the 
appropriation  for  "  pay  afloat"  in  1828  is  actually  anticipated,  and  spent  in  1827,  and  the  amount  appli- 
cable to  the  service  of  1828  is  reduced  in  that  sum.  Yet,  by  representing  the  payment  of  this  debt  as  a 
repayment,  the  Comptroller's  report  represents  it  as  increasing  that  amount. 

The  fifth  column  is  not  a  true  representation  of  the  "amount  drawn  from  the  Treasury  during  the 
year  1828,"  bocanso  it  includes  all  transfer  requisitions  which  take  nothing  from  the  Treasury,  but  merely 
transposo  tho  luMmy  from  one  appropriation  to  another.  In  some  cases  that  column  represents  the  same 
sum  of  moHoy  as  diawn  from  the  Treasury  twice  over.  It  is  represented  as  drawn  from  the  Treasury  by 
the  requisition  whioh  transfers  it  from  one  appropriation  to  another;  and  it  is  represented  as  drawn  again 
by  the  requisitions  which  take  it  from  the  latter  appropriation  and  pay  it  out  to  public  officers  or  agents. 
Hence  that  column  represents  the  amounts  drawn  from  the  Treasury  as  much  greater  than  they  really  are. 

The  "balances  of  appropriations  on  the  31st  day  of  December,  1828,"  are  made  up  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  balances  in  the  first  column.  They  are  far  from  conveying  to  Congress  any  correct  idea  of 
the  state  of  the  appropriations. 

In  fine,  from  the  Comptroller's  reports  neither  Congress  nor  anybody  else  can  obtain  any  accurate 
information  in  relation  to  the  amounts  expended  under  each  head  of  appropriation,  or  of  the  actual  condi- 
tion of  ti)e  ap]n'opriations.  As  a  system  of  book-keeping,  exhibiting  the  amounts  debited  and  credited  to 
each  api>r(ipriation,  the  mode  of  keeping  these  accounts  in  the  Comptroller's  office  is,  doubtless,  correct; 
but  it  does  not  enable  the  head  of  the  Navy  Department  to  give  to  Congress  that  information  which  the 
law  requires.  From  inspection  of  the  Comptroller's  books,  and  conversations  with  those  who  keep  them, 
I  am  satisfied  that  to  obtain  from  them  correct  information  of  the  state  of  the  appropriations  is  now 
wholly  impracticable.  So  many  and  so  complicated  have  been  the  transfers,  the  refundings,  the  advances 
under  wrong  heads,  &c.,  &c.,  that  the  skein  can  never  be  unraveled,  and  the  only  remedy  for  the  past  ia 
to  cut  the  knot. 

It  is  just  to  the  present  Comptroller  to  state  that  he  is  devising  means  to  change  the  mode  of  keeping 
his  books  and  make  them  present  the  truth  of  every  transaction. 

Though  appropriations  are  made  for  specific  years,  no  eflbrt  has  been  made,  except  in  relation  to 
contingencies,  to  confine  payments,  out  of  the  appropriations  for  any  one  year,  to  the  accounts  accruing 
within  that  year.  With  the  exception  above  stated,  accounts  accruing  ten  years  ago  are  paid  out  of  the 
appropriations  for  the  current  year.  The  comptroller's  books  do  not  profess  to  give  the  expenses  of  each 
year,  but  only  the  payments.  Large  sums  have  been  taken  out  of  the  appropriations,  within  a  few  years 
past,  to  satisfy  old  claims.  This  is,  doubtless,  one  cause  of  the  deficiency  in  some  of  them,  which  has  in 
fact  existed,  and  has  been  known  in  the  public  offices  for  several  years.  It  may  be  doubted  whether 
there  was  money  enough,  under  any  one  of  the  principal  heads  of  appropriation,  in  1828,  to  pay  up  all 
accounts,  accruing  l)efore  the  1st  of  January,  1829;  and  it  is  probable  that  there  was  an  aggregate 
deficiency,  exceeding  half  a  million  of  dollars. 

It  is  difficult  to  ascertain  fully,  and  detail  accurately,  all  the  practices  which  have  embarrassed  the 
accounts  of  the  Navy  Department;  and  perhaps  it  is  more  difficult  to  point  out  a  remedy.  But  the  result 
of  my  reflections  shall  be  freely  given. 

As  a  first  step  to  an  eflectual  reform  in  the  business  of  the  Department,  I  would  suggest  the  propriety 
of  an  appeal  to  Congress,  to  remodel  the  whole  system  of  pay  and  emoluments  of  the  naval  officers, 
leaving  as  little  as  possible  to  the  discretion  of  the  Executive.  Every  indirect  and  covert  allowance 
should  be  discontinued  and  forbidden;  and  the  pay  of  all  the  officers  made  so  certain  as  to  leave  no  room 
for  construction,  and  so  liberal  as  to  remove  present  inducements  to  seek  an  increase  by  indirect  means. 
The  regular  pay  of  officers  of  the  navy  is  far  below  that  of  officers  of  the  army,  in  similar  grades.  Certainly, 
their  services  and  dangers  are  not  less.  Bearing  their  country's  flag  to  every  clime,  they  are  exposed  to 
dangers,  disease  and  death,  in  a  degree  far  beyond  anything  encountered  in  time  of  peace  by  the  officers 
of  the  army.  By  the  feeble  health  and  broken  constitutions  of  many,  returning  from  distant  cruises,  who 
present  themselves  to  me  for  a  settlement  of  their  accounts,  I  am  constantly  admonished  of  the  hardships 
these  brave  men  have  to  encounter.     Let  not  the  country  be  unjust  to  them. 

The  lawful  compensation  to  commanders  of  squadrons  is  peculiarly  inadequate.  By  their  skill  and 
valor  they  have  made  our  flag  glorious,  and  attracted  to  our  ships  the  attention  of  the  world.  When 
they  enter  foreign  ports,  or  meet  foreign  squadrons,  they  are  obliged  to  receive  and  return  the  visits  of 
those  whom  curiosity  or  admiration  attracts  on  board  their  vessels.  As  unwilling  to  be  outdone  in  courtesy 
as  to  be  conquered  in  battle,  they  are  compelled  to  incur  expenses  which  their  regular  pay  and  emolu- 
ments are  inadequate  to  meet.  Let  them  no  longer  be  subjected  to  the  humiliation  of  begging  indirect 
and  unauthorized  allowances  from  the  Executiv^e,  when  an  ample  compensation  ought  to  be  accorded  to 
them  by  the  representatives  of  the  American  people. 

It  is  more  important  that  Congress  should  give  us  a  system  of  pay  and  emoluments,  because  discre- 
tionary allowances  by  the  Executive  tend  to  injustice,  corruption  and  endless  jealousies.     While  the  officer 
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of  nice  feelings  stands  aloof,  and  relies  iiixm  liis  c mntry  to  provide  fur  liini,  tlie  less  scvupidons  make 
themselves  the  assiduous  flatterers  nl'  ilmsi'  in  iMi\'cr.  Tlirii-  mutcss  npcrutcs  as  a  picinimn  fur  sub- 
serviency, and  disheartens  those  of  innicsl  prinripl.  s  au-l  li.liy  inimls.  The  sii|iplc  and  cornipt  may 
monopolize  the  favors  of  the  governiiicut,  while  th'  iihlcj  I'lidcnt  and  lamest  are  kept  iu  ulisem-ity,  or 
driven  from  the  public  service.  The  minds  uf  ullicei.s,  instead  of  beiuy  dcvut(;d  to  tl)e  interests  and  j^dory 
of  the  navy,  are  employed  upon  the  means  of  persuading  the  Secretary  or  accounting  ofBcers  to  eke  out 
their  emoluments  by  additional  allowances.  If  every  claim  is  not  allowed  which  bears  a  resemblance  to 
such  as  have  been  allowed  to  others,  they  are  dissatisfied,  and  complain  of  partiality  and  injustice.  If 
an  accounting  officer  be  corrupt,  and  it  be  underst 1  that  elaims  will  be  favorably  considered  in  propor- 
tion as  claimants  minister  to  his  passions,  iiis  ]iaiti/.an  lei  lings,  or  his  necessities,  it  is  fearful  to  think 
how  far  the  poison  might  spread  in  this  essential  arm  of  tii;  national  delencel 

How  vastly  important  is  it,  therefore,  not  only  to  tlie  safety  of  tiie  Treasury,  but  to  the  character 
and  efficiency  of  our  navy,  that  all  diseietion,  in  making  pecuniary  allowances,  should  be  taken  from  the 
Executive  officers.  To  its  moral  eharaeier,  I  verily  believe,  does  our  navy  owe  all  its  glories.  By  preserving 
that  character  we  shall  make  it  invineihie.  Give  the  officers  liberal  pay;  make  it  fixed  and  certain;  place 
them  in  a  situation  to  claim  it  as  a  matter  of  right;  teach  them  to  consider  themselves  dependent  on  no 
Executive  officer  for  their  emoluments,  but  on  their  country  only;  they  will  then  devote  themselves,  not  to 
this  or  that  man  who  may  cliance  to  licdd  the  office  of  President,  Secretary  or  Auditor,  but  to  the  glory 
of  tlicir  Hag  and  the  iiitcnests  of  the  republic.  The  navy  will  become  as  remarkable  for  its  high  honor 
and  sii-ict  morals,  as  it  is  now  distinguished  for  its  valor. 

1  ilonhi  whether  thi>  present  system  of  supplying  seamen  on  board  ships  with  comforts,  is  not  injuri- 
ous to  tlif  morals  lA'  tlie  navy.  It  affords  an  over-active  temptation  to  pursers  to  cheat  the  seamen;  and 
that  they  are  sometimes  overcome  by  it,  we  have  ample  proof.  But  I  am  not  prepared  to  suggest  a 
remedy. 

Public  economy,  no  less  than  the  character  of  the  navy,  demands  a  well-defined  system.  Although 
the  pay  of  every  ollieer  migld  be  nominally  mueli  increased,  the  aggregate  amount  paid  them  would  not 
be  greater  than  it  is.  I'eriiaps  it  would  be  less;  at  least  the  increasing  profusion  which  always  attends 
a  loose  system,  wouhl  be  cheeked,  ami  the  ultimate  effect  would  be  a  saving  of  public  money. 

One  of  the  most  ini|iortant  results  of  a  well-defined  system  would  be,  the  restoration  of  confidence  to 
the  public  oflicers,  and  of  truth  to  their  records.  Truth  is  the  basis  of  all  morals,  of  all  useful  religion,  of 
society  itself.  Yet,  our  public  bonks  and  records  have  been  filled  with  systematic  falsehood.  Does  any 
one  suppose  that  a  connnissiuu  has  been  allowed  to  the  commanders  of  squadrons,  for  the  purpose  of  pay- 
ing them  for  Die  trouhir  ,,/'  ilritiriinj  liilh?  The  trouble  is  nothing;  the  name  given  to  the  allowance  is  a 
mere  pretence.  Lately  s-J,(i(i(i  has  lieen  allowed  them  in  lifu  of  commissions.  This  is  one  step  nearer  a 
direct  allowance  without  pretence.  The  Im/li  is,  the  .dlowance  is  made  to  increase  their  emoluments,  and 
nothing  else.  Who,  on  linding  IVoin  the  books  of  this  ofHje,  that  $600  has  been  allowed  to  pursers  for 
clei-k  hire,  wo\dd  doubt  th.it  this  nmney  has  been  paid  for  clerks?  Yet,  such  is  not  the  fact.  The  allow- 
ance has  been  made  snlrh/  to  cdver  a  (  hargc  of  commissi(m  on  moneys  paid  to  mechanics  and  laborers,  and 
to  increase  the  ])urser's  lawful  emoluments.  Who  would  doubt  that  the  navy  agents  paid  out  for  house 
rent,  clerk  hire,  &c.,  &c.,  the  sums  which  have  been  allowed  under  these  names?  Yet,  such  is  not  the 
fact — at  least  in  many  instances.  It  is  designed  as  an  expedient  to  increase  their  allowances  beyond  one 
per  cent,  on  their  disbursements,  or  to  make  it  exceed  $2,000.  The  public  books  are  full  of  such  pretences 
and  falsehoods.  Somotimos,  it  is  believed,  vouchers,  false  in  substance  as  well  as  form,  have  lieen  used 
to  draw  money  from  the  Treasury.  Sol'amiliar  has  the  mode  of  doing  business  under  lictifious  names 
become  to  numy  honest  men  long  in  oitice,  that  it  is  difficult  to  convince  them  of  its  e\il  tendencies  and 
intrinsic  wrong.  Is  it  not  important  to  correct  this?  Where  is  the  security  for  the  raitlil'ul  aiiplieation 
of  the  public  money,  when  the  riMords  of  its  distribuiioii  arc  permitted  to  be  falsified?  There  is  no  safety, 
unless  even  the  appearance  ^.^^  falsehood  be  rooteil  out.  Indulgence  in  one  untruth,  blunts  the  moral  sense, 
andleads  to  another.  A  falsehood  in  inmi  leads  to  lalsehood  iu  substance.  By  degrees  the  evil  creeps  on, 
until  the  sluices  of  (lie  Treasury  are  ojiened,  and  the  people  look  in' vain  to  their  public  books  to  see  for 
what  purposes  theii-  mon(y  has  been  paid. 

You  will  perceive  by  the  lacts  herein  stated,  that  the  whole  object  of  specific  appropriations  has  been 
defeated  by  the  iiicgular  and  unlawful  luactices  of  the  Navy  Department.  The  annual  reports  to  Congress 
give  no  correct  information  of  the  expenditures  under  each  head,  and  for  any  purpose  of  that  kind  are  no 
better  than  blank  paper.  They  are  worse:  for  they  mislead  and  deceive.  I  find  that  most  of  those  expe- 
rienced in  the  public  accouids  attribute  their  present  condition  in  the  Navy  Department  to  the  system  of 
specific  appropriations.  I  am  not  )M-epared  to  admit  that  it  is  so  non-Ii  flic  fault  of  (he  svsfem,  as  of  its 
admini.Mration.  The  svstimi  isdilh.ult.  but  ceitainlv  not  impract  ii-able.  .\ll  will  admit 'that  it  ought  to 
be  enf  avcd  or  abolished.  I  know  ,,r  but  .me  mcie  .'.f  ,mrorciie^-  it.  bet  Cm-ress  -ive  us  an  appropria- 
ider  eveiy  laad  of  ap^propriat  ion,  pri,.r  to  the  first  day  uf  January,  1830. 
,  I'cpartment  bi>  settled  up  to  that  day,  and  all  balances  due,  paid  out  of 
il  estimates  be  made  lor  expenses  accruing  in  1830,  and  no  part  of  the 
ear  be  paid  on  an\-  account  ac.aiiini;-  prior  to  that  vear.  Compel  every 
iid  estimates  of  t  lie  amount  s  uc^led  by  him  under  each  h.'ad;  Ibrbid  his 
•poses  than  thos.'  ha-  whi<-h  it  is  s,mt  to  him;  and  relnsc  him  cnMils  fbr  all 
rs  be  made,  e.xcept  in  the  (mK'rgimcy  an. I  in  tli.'  niann.'r  pr.'s.aib.Ml  by  law; 
je  reported  to  Congress,  as  the  law  reiiuires,  that  the  deficiency  n'lay  be 
supplied. 

AX'ith  strictness  and  severity  in  executing  the  law,  I  think  the  present  system  practicable.  But  it  is 
complicated  and  difficult,  and  in  some  respects  unsafe.  Let  anj'  member  of  Congress  or  other  person, 
however  talentc.l  ami  iut(dli«;vnt,  enter  tins  ..llic  and  atttinpt  t.i  as.vrtain  for  what  ].ur|)ose  thi'  puf>lic 
money  has  be..n  pai.l  .Inrin-'the  last  Ibur  v.'ars.  W  h.^r.-  will  W  l.i.ik  lor  th.'  iiilormationr  \Vill  he  turn 
to  the  books?  Th.'v  wdl  -iv.'  him  mm.'.  ''V\n-  .miri.s  ar.'  all  in  -.m.aal  t.ains,  un.l.r  .M.-h  h.a.l,  an, I  give 
no  clue  to  the  real  character  ..f  [Ur  v.mch.rs.  Will  h.'  ask  th.'  .■l.aks/  Th-'ir  n.-.  .II.m'I  i.ms  arc  in.listinct 
and  unsatisfactory.  He  can  pr.iciue  what  he  wants  .ndy  'ly  a  p.asonal  inspc.-t  iou  .  if  Ih.'t.'ii  thousands 
of  vouchers  in  thousands  of  acc.)unts,  which  it  w.mhl  tak.-  m.mtlis  to  examin.'.  I  have  \h-vu  in  this  office 
about  six  months,  and  all  1  kn..\v  .il'  past  transactions  has  b.i'ii  ..btain.il  by  .a.-.'i.l.'iil,  in  the  m'.-essary 
routine  of  business,  or  in  tedious  investigations.  What  there  may  be  concealc.l  in  the  numi'nuis  b.ixes  and 
piles  of  papers  which  fill  the  passage,  the  shelves,  and  the  pigeon  holes  of  the  ofiice,  1  know  not,  nor  can 
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I  ever  kuow,  without  opci;iiin-  innl  .i'  Tiiliv  i'  -i.  .  m,  ,^-  i],,,  contents  of  every  bundle.  Witlmiit  a  long- 
re-search  we  cannot  t. 11  \>.  hat  iiK     Imi:  ,  ,  i  -i    any  ship  has  cost,  or  anytliiiit;- else  ..t'   those 

liuudred  items  of  infMini;!!  Imh  \vlii;l;  ,;  ;-,-  :  m  .,  Mi--,  and  often  useful.  The  vaiioiis  iienis  are 
scattered  thn'''';-!>  t!i,.  !  ,,  J,-.:  ,,f  il,,.  ,.iii,  .  liiMi-  ;  \;i,i..uo  iieads  of  appropriation,  from  which  it  is  always 
difficult  and  -      ■  '  :,  :  ■  -<il.i<' m  mi    a  ml  cJlatf  them.     These  heads  of  appropriation,  as  they  appear 

in  the  books  .1  i;  ■.  mv  lik:'  si-lciidid  al'si i;,,'tions,  more  beautiful  in  theory  than  useful  in  practice. 

It  appear^  '.■•  i;i^  :iil  ili"  li!'ii;liis  iin-.v  drriv^Hl  from  specific  appropriations  might  be  realized  without 
their  inconvenii'iices,  by  reiiuiriug-  the  Department  to  present  specific  estimates,  by  appropriating  a  sum  in 
gross  for  the  support  of  the  navy,  and  by  requiring  the  Secretary  to  account  annually  for  the  sums 
expended  under  each  head  of  his  estimates.  To  enforce  the  present  system,  liberal  estimates  must  be 
made  under  each  licad  tn  imct  unexpected  emergencies,  because  one  head  cannot  depend  for  relief  on 
another;  but  uimhi  th^  plan  siiL;-;j,  sled,  a  general  allowance  for  emergencies  would  be  sufficient,  and  the 
aggregate  anaauit  I'l'  a|iiirni,iiati''iis  need  not  be  so  great.  To  enforce  the  present  S3'stera,  it  will  also  be 
necessary  to  kicp  a  Kalaiicc  and.  i-  each  head  in  the  hands  of  every  disbursing  officer,  thereby  magnifying 
the  aggregate  at  his  dis|iiisi;i(in  and  inidtiplying  the  chances  for  fraud  and  defalcation.  Under  the  plan 
suggested,  the  inoncy  in  their  hands  w.add  constitute  a  general  fund,  applicable  to  all  naval  purposes,  and 
the  wliole  sum  n mtinnally  (  iitiustcd  tn  ihcni  need  not  be  so  large. 

Whether  the  syst^n]  he  eliaii-'Ml  ,,r  mt,  the  interposition  of  Congress  is  ahMiIufpJt/  ivrr.^.^ar)/.  Without 
it,  that  whicli  is  la.w  emiihsed,  nnist  1m  e. , me  worse  confounded.  If  they  will  Imt'-iveus  ihe  means  of 
payini;'  up  arrearajj,is,  ami  nut  e  impel  us  te  dr:nv  ujion  the  appropriations  of  ]s:;(t,  ;<.  p.iy  dilns  aeeruing 
in  all  precediiie-  yi-ars,  we  ean  di  mm  h  eursc  l\-es  towards  extricating  the  aeeeunts  of  the  Department 
from  tilt  ir  [iresent  eiidiarrassment.  Widmnt  that,  we  can  do  nothing,  unless,  indeed,  we  cease  to  pay  all 
such  aeemints,  and  i-eter  them  te  Con-Ti  ss,  wliieli  would  be  great  injustice  to  the  creditors  of  the  public. 

My  siijieitnde  im  tliis  snl.ieet  is  -reat.  Nunc  appears  to  me  more  to  need  or  deserve  the  considera- 
tion of  Ce.ii-'ress.  A  system  of  pay  and  emoluments,  and  a  reform  in  the  mode  of  keeping  the  accounts, 
wouM  I il,e  e  it  on  high  ground.  I  want  no  discretion.  I  wish  to  be  able  to  turn  to  some  law  or  lawful 
regulaii  111  lor  e\.  ly  allowance  I  am  called  on  to  make.  I  wish  to  make  every  transaction  of  this  office  so 
plain  tliat  every  member  of  Congress,  and  any  man  of  common  capacity  in  the  country,  can  understand  it. 
There  are  no  mysteries  in  good  government.  To  manage  the  affairs  of  the  American  people,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  deceive  and  blind  them.  Honesty  in  official  duties,  and  truth  in  disclosing  all  that  is  done, 
will  rivet  the  government  in  the  affections  of  the  people,  and  make  our  Union  as  firm  as  our  mountains. 

P'rom  my  want  of  experience,  I  do  not  flatter  myself  that  any  great  value  ought  to  be  attached  to  my 
suggestions.  If  they  shall  lead  to  investigations  which  shall  give  efficiency  to  the  navy,  and  place  the 
adniiuistratiori  of  its  affairs  on  the  basis  of  the  Constitution,  I  shall  be  more  than  compensated  for  the 
trouble  of  making  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  AMOS  KENDALL. 

John  Branch,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


K. 

General  estimate. 


There  will  be  required  for  the  support  of  the  navy,  during  the  year  1830,  three  milliniis  five  hundred 
and  iiriy-six  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty-seven  dollars  and  tliirty-four  cents,  in  addition  to  the  unex- 
pended lialaiic'es  tliat  may  remain  on  hand  on  the  1st  day  of  dannary'^  1830. 

1.  For  [lav  and  subsistence  of  officers,  and  pay  of  seamen,  other  than  those  at  navy  yards, 

^   shore  stations,  an.l  in  ordinary §1,239,220  4T 

2.  For  pay,  sulisisienee,  and  allowances  of  officers,  and  pay  of    seamen  at  navy  yards, 

shore  stations,  hospitals,  ,iud  in  ordinary 224,229  25 

3.  For  pay  of  superintendents,  naval  constructors,  and  all  the  civil  establishments  at  the 

seveial   navv  yards  and  stations 51,680  00 

4.  For  provisions" 457,531  50 

5.  For   repairs  of  vessels  in  ordinary,  and  for  wear  and  tear  of  vessels  in  commission. .  590,000  00 

6.  For  medieines,  siu-L;'ieal    instruments,  and  hospital    stores,  and  all  other  expenses  on 

aeeount  of  the  siek 30,500   00 

1.    For  ordnanee  .and  ordnance   stores 30,000   00 

8.  For  repaiis  and  improvements  of  navy  yards,  and  for  the  covering  and  preservation 

of  ships  in  ordinary ." 450,000  00 

9.  For  gradual  inen  asi.  to  be  applied  to  that  appropriation,  being  the  amount  expended 

in'the  substiluiion  of  iron  water  tanks  for  casks,  making  the  sum  of.  .   $200,000  00 

From  which  may  be  deducted  this   sum,  restored  to   gradual  increase 

from  the  surplus  fund,  by  act  of  2d  March,  1829 41,619  88 

152,380  12 

10.  For  defraying  the  expenses  that  may  accrue  during  the  year  1830,  for  the  following 
purposes,  viz: 

For  freight  and  transportation  of  materials  and  stores  of  every  description;  for 
wharfage  and  dockage,  storage  and  rent;  traveling  expenses  of  officers,  and  trans- 
portation of  seamen;  housi'  rent,  ehandier  money,  fuel,  ami  eandles,  to  olFicers 
other  than  those  attached  |o  na,\y  yards  am!  stations;  aial  lor  olTieers  in  such 
quarters  where  there  is  no  Imspiial.  aial  for  fum-ial  expiiises:  for  eommissions, 
clerk  hire  and  office  rent;  .-tatiou  ly  and  I'liel  to  n.i\  y  a;jeni> ;  for  I'reminms  and  inci- 
dental expenses  of  reeianlin--:  .p'  o  |,,  v,].:,-  ,],  .^,.i  i,.,-, ;  f,,,'  eoinpeii^;,!  ion  te 
judge  advocates;  I'or  per  diem  .a  '■>■.>  ,oio.  I  ,|  jMi^.a;^  :  1 1  em  1  in -'  ei  au't  s-ina)'!  ia  I  and 
courts  of  inquiry,  ami  t'o|-  ol'lii'e,-  eiij.ijo-l  oil  exn-a  <'-v\\^-r  I'eyoudtlii'  limits  of 
their  stations;  for  printing  and  for  stationery  of  every  description,  and  for  boeiks, 
maps,  charts,  nautical  and  mathematical  instruments,  chronometers,  models  and 
drawings;  for  purchase  and  rej^air  of  steam  and  fire  engines,  and  for  machinery; 
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for  purchase  and  maintenance  of  oxen  and  horses,  and  for  carts,  timber  wheels,  and 
■workmen's  tools  of  every  description;  for  postage  of  letters  on  public  service;  for 
pilotage;  for  cabin  furniture  of  vessels  in  commission,  and  furniture  for  officers' 
houses  at  navy  yards;  for  taxes  on  navy  yards  and  public  property;  for  assistance 
rendered  to  vessels  in  distress;  for  incidental  labor  at  navy  yards,  not  applicable 
to  any  other  appropriation;  for  coal  and  other  fuel  for  forges,  foundries  and  steam 
engines;  for  candles,  oil,  and  fuel  for  vessels  in  commission  and  in  ordinary;  for 
repairs  of  magazines  and  powder  houses;  for  preparing  moulds  for  ships  to  be 

built,  and  for  no  other  object  or  purpose  whatsoever $320,000  00 

For  contingent  expenses  for  objects  arising  during  the  year  1830,  and  not  hereinbefore 

enumerated $5,000  00 

Total S3,.556,547   34 


Estimate  of  the  pay  and  subsisten 


e  of  all  the  persons  of  the  navy,  attached  to  v 
year  1830. 


els  in  commission,  for  the 


Number  of  a 


Frigates. 


First   Second 
class,    class. 


First  Second 
class,    class. 


Captains    

Masters  commandant . . . 
I.,ieutenants  commanding 

Lieutenants 

Masters 

Pursers 

Surgeons  of  the  fleet  . . . 

Surgeons  

Surgeons'  mates 

Chaplains 

Midshipmen 

Boatswains 

Gunners 

Carpenters 

Sailmakers    

Secretaries   

Schoolmasters 

Clerks   

Boatswains'  mates 

Gunners'  mates 

Carpenters'  mates 

Sailmakers'  mates 

Quartermasters 

Quartergunners 

Yeomen 

Captains'  stewards 

Captains'  cooks 

Coopers  

Armorers 

Armorers'  mates 

Masters-at-arms 

Ships'  corporals 

Cooks  

Masters  of  the  bands  . . . 
Musicians,  1st  class  .. .  . 

Musicians,  2d  class 

Seamen    

Ordinary  s 
Landsr 
Boys  . 


1,760        354 


1,740 


5 
272 


19 
14 
1,476 
958 
472 
291 


4,374 


Add  for  one  ship  of  the  line,  one  sloop  of  the  first  and  one  of  the  second  class, 
per  B  2, 

Additional  pay  to  passed  midshipmen,  whose  pay  as  midshipmen  is  embraced  in 
the  above,  50,  at  $6  per  month  and  1  ration  per  day 
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Estimate  of  the  -pay  and  subsidence  for 


e  shiji  of  the  line,  one  sloop-of-ic 
second  class. 


■  of  the  first,  and  one  of  the 


Sloops. 


Captains 

Masters  commandant  . 

Lieutenants 

Masters 

Pursers 

Surgeon  of  the  fleet . . . 

Surgeons 

Surgeons'  mates 

Chaplains 

Midshipmen 

Secretary  

Schoolmasters 

Clerks 

Boatswains 

Gunners 

Carpenters 

Sailmakers 

Boatswains'  mates. . . . 

Gunners'  mates 

Carpenters'  mates  . . . . 
Sailmakers'  mates  . . . . 

Quartermasters 

Quartergunners 

Captains'  stewards  . . . 

Captains'  cooks 

Coopers  

Armorers 

Armore: 
Masterti 


mates. . 


Master  of  the  band. 
Musicians,  first  clas 
Musicians,  second  c 


Ordinary 
Landsmen 
Boys  . .  . . 


$6,031  50 

1,176  25 

n,370  00 

2,650  00 

1,987   50 

2,011   25 

2,419  68 

4,908  00 

662  50 

12,768  00 

1,000  00 

782  50 

900  00 

993  75 

993  75 

993  75 

993  75 

2,280  00 

1,140  00 

1,140  00 

684  00 

4,536  00 

6,912  00 

1,944  00 

648  00 

648  00 

648   00 

648  00 

360  00 

648  00 

672  00 

648  00 

216  00 

864  00 

600  00 

59,040  00 

35,400  00 

12,960  00 

4,968   00 


174        148    1,143      $196,252   18 


Estimate  of  the  pay,  rations,  and  all  other  allowances  of  officers  and  other 
the  year  1830. 


,  at  the  navy  yards  and  stations,  for 


PORTSMOUTH 

,    N.  H. 

>, 

^ 

i-^ 

^ 

o 

e 

Oh 

li 

o    . 
11 

c 

-^  3  o  £ 

^  g  «  S 
S.2  1  =* 

£ 

ki 

'a 

»  =« 

"s 

"H   o 

lt^.%. 

P-, 

K 

^ 

^ 

zn 

m 

Yard. 

Captain 

$100 
60 
50 
50 
40 
60 

16 

65 

30 

3 

$3,466  75 
2,010  75 

5 

J 

4 

$300 

40 

20 

20 
20 

2 
1 

1   '>92  25 

965  00 

Master 

200 
200 

20 
20 

12 
20 

1 

1 

1,141   75 

Surgeon  

1,612  25 

Purser   

40 

200 

20 

12 

1 

1,141  75 

NAVAL    AFFAIRS. 
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c 

— E.itimate  of  ■pay  and  rations 

— Continued. 

g 
5 

1 

1  § 

n 

p 

1 

1 

Amount  of  pay, 
rations,    and 
allowances 
per  annum. 

Midshipmen 

3         *19 

1 

2 

$957  75 
651  75 

Boatswain 

1 
1 
1 

1 
1 

4 
6 

1 
1 

1 

1 
1 
1 

20 
20 
18 

50 
19 
12 
10 

12 
12 

9 
9 

1 
1 

Gunner                                 .      . 

651  75 
307  25 

Steward 

1 

Ordinary. 

1 

$14,199  GO 

4 
1 

$965  00 
319  25 

Carpenter's  mate 

1 
1 

941  00 

1,267  50 

Cwil  department. 
Storekeeper  

$3,492  75 

$1,200  00 
300  00 

1 

Clerk  t(.  cull, mm. .hull,  tudo.lntv 
as  elcrk  to  master   buildiT.  .". 

500  00 

Clerk  to  yard 

600  00 

1  500  00 

Porter    

25 

300  00 

$4,400  00 

Total 

$22,091   75 

Yard. 

Captain 

Master  commandant  . 

Lieutenant  

Lieutenant 

Master 

Master  

Surg-eon 


I'ur^ 


Midsh 
Boats- 


Captain  . . . . 
Lieutenants 
Master  . .  . . 

Boatswain.. 
Midshipmen 


Uo^^pital. 

Surgeon's 

Nurses 

Washers 

Cook 

1 

$100 

16 

1 

60 

5 

1 

50 

4 

1 

50 

4 

1 

40 

2 

1 

40 

2 

1 

60 

4 

1 

30 

2 

1 

40 

2 

1 

40 

2 

4 

19 

1 

1 

20 

2 

1 

20 

2 

1 

18 

1 

1 

100 

8 

3 

50 

4 

1 

40 

2 

1 

20 

2 

6 

19 

1 

1 

20 

2 

1 

19 

1 

3 

1 

19 
19 

1 
1 

14 

12 

1 

26 

10 

1 

1 

60 

4 

1 

30 

2 

1 

18 

1 

2 

10 

1 

2 
1 

8 
12 

1 

1 

05 
40 
20 

30 
20 
20 

3 

2 
1 

20 

12 

1 

$145 
200 
250 

20 
16 
20 
12 

20 
14 
12 
9 

1 
..... 

..... 
..... 

90 

12 
12 

9 
9 

1 
1 

90 

12 

9 

1 

12 

9 

1 

200 
145 

20 
16 

20 
14 

1 

1 

s  estimated  for  officers  only  ii 


3  where  no  house  is  furnished  by  the  government. 


$3 

,466 

75 

1 

,710 

75 

1 

,292 

25 

965 

00 

941 

75 

662 

50 

1 

,412 

25 

950 

75 

1 

,141 

75 

1 

,141 

75 

1 

,277 

00 

741 

75 

651 

75 

307 

25 

$16 

,663 

25 

$1 

,930 

00 

2 

,895 

00 

662 

50 

741 

75 

1 

,915 

50 

651 

75 

319 

25 

957 

75 

319 

25 

3 

,293 

50 

5 

,492 

50 

$19 

,178 

75 

$1 

,612 

25 

950 

75 

307 

25 

422 

50 

374 

50 

235 

25 

$3 

902 

50 
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C. — Estimate  of  pay  and  rations — Continued. 


1 

■5 
1 

-a 

a 

o 

S 

5  £ 

O    '- 

1 

1 

Amount  of  jiay, 
rations,    and 
allowances 

Civil  dppartnu-i't. 

$1,700  00 
500  00 

Clerk  to  •^torekee|HM-           .... 

Clerk  to  conniianilant 

150  00 

Clerk  to  coniiuandant 

Clerk  to  yard 

$40 

480  00 

Master  builder 



9   300  00 

Clerk  to  master  builder 

490  00 

Inspector  and  meas.  of  timber   . 

900  00 

25 

300  00 

$8,250  00 

Total    

$47,994  50 



1 

Yard. 

Captain 

Master  commandant  . . 

Lieutenant 

Lieutenant 

Master 

Master 

Surg.?on 

Surgeon's  mate 

Purser    

Chaplain 

Teacher  of  matheinatic 
Teacher  of  languages. 
Midshipmen 

Gunner 

Steward 


NEW    YORK. 


Captain 

Lieutenants  . 


Carpenter 
Boatswaii 


s  mates,  as  caulkers. 
's  mate 


Hospital. 

Surgeon  

Surgeon's  mate 

Steward 

Nurses 

Washers 

Cook 


Civil  department. 

Storekeeper 

Clerk  to  stor 
Clerk  to  yard 
Clerk  to  commandant  . 
Clerk  to  commandant  . 

Master  builder j 

VOL.  III. 49  L 


$100 
60 
50 
50 
40 
40 
60 
30 
40 
40 
40 
40 
19 
20 
20 
18 

100 
50 
40 
20 
19 
20 
19 
19 
19 
12 
10 

60 
80 
18 
10 
8 
12 

16 
5 
4 
4 

4 

2 

2 
2 
2 

2 
1 

2 

1 

8 
4 
2 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

4 

1 

1 
1 
1 

'$300 
200 

65 
40 
20 

30 
20 
20 

3 
1 

200 

200 
145 
200 
250 
90 

20 

"20 
16 
20 
12 
12 

12 

20 
14 
12 
9 
9 

1 
..... 

1 

..  . .  . 

..... 

i 

1 

90 
90 

12 
12 

9 
9 



1 
1 

90 

12 

9 



1 

12 

9 

1 

200 
145 

20 
16 

20 
14 

1 

""1 

40 

$3,466  75 

2 

,010 

75 

1 

,492 

25 

965 

00 

1 

,141 

75 

662 

50 

1 

,612 

25 

950 

75 

1 

,141 

75 

1 

,141 

75 

981 

75 

662 

50 

1 

,277 

00 

741 

75 

741 

75 

307 

25 

$19 

297 

50 

$1 

,930 

00 

,895 

00 

662 

50 

741 

75 

1 

,915 

50 

651 

75 

319 

25 

957 

75 

319 

25 

3 

,293 

50 

5 

,492 

50 

$19 

178 

75 

$1 

612 

25 

950 

75 

307 

25 

422 

50 

374 

50 

235 

25 

$3 

902 

50 

$1 

,700 

00 

500 

00 

750 

00 

480 

00 

900 

00 

2 

,300 

00 

NAVAL   AFFAIRS. 


[No.  c 


c 

— Estimate  of 

pay  and  ration 

-Cont 

nued. 

i 

s 

o 
S 

f2 

1 

Id 
11 

a.  S 

J  ^ 
v. 

> 

1 

CO 

Amount  of  pay, 
rations,    and 
allowances 
per  annum. 

1 
1 
1 

$420  00 
900  00 

Inspector  and  meas.  of  timber. . 
Porter          

$25 

300  00 

$8,250  00 

Total 

$50,628  75 

Yard. 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 

4 
6 

1 

1 
1 
2 
2 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 

$100 
60 
50 
50 
40 
10 
40 
40 
20 
20 
18 

50 
40 
20 
12 
10 

60 
35 
18 
10 
8 
10 

16 
5 
4 
4 
2 
4 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 

4 

2 

2 

; 

4 

3 

; 

1 
1 

PHIA. 

$600 
800 
200 

65 
40 
20 

30 
20 
.0 

3 
1 

Master 

200 
200 
200 
250 
90 
90 

20 
20 
20 
12 
12 
12 

12 
20 
12 
9 
9 
9 

1 
1 
1 

Sure-eon 

purL ::..:: 

\ 

\ 

1 

Ordinary. 

90 

12 

9 

1 

Hospital. 

200 
145 

20 

16 



20 
14 

1 

1 

Nurses 

Washers 

Cook 

Civil  department. 

Clerk  to  storekeeper 

Clerk  to  commandant 

Master  builder 

Clerk  to  master  builder 

25 

Inspector  and  meas.  of  timber.  . 
Porter 

25 



Total 

$4,066  75 

2 

,010 

75 

1 

,492 

25 

965 

00 

1 

,141 

75 

1 

,732 

25 

1 

,141 

75 

1 

,141 

75 

741 

75 

741 

75 

307 

75 

$15 

,483 

50 

1965 

00 

662 

50 

741 

75 

941 

00 

1 

,267 

50 

$4,577 

75 

$1 

,612 

25 

1 

,102 

00 

307 

25 

422 

50 

374 

50 

211 

25 

$4 

,029 

75 

$1 

,200 

00 

300 

00 

600 

00 

750  00 

2 

,000 

00 

300 

00 

700  00 

300 

00 

$6 

,150 

00 

$30 

,241 

00 

Yard. 

Captain    

Master  commandant 

Lieutenant  

Lieutenant  

Master 

Master,  in  charge  of  ordnance  . 

Chaplain 

Purser 

Boatswain 

Gunner,  as  laboratory  officer. . 


$100 
75 


6 

65 

30 

3 

6 

40 

20 

2 

4 



20 

20 

1 

4 

2 

20 

12 

1 

2 

$250 

12 

9 

1 

2 

200 

20 

12 

1 

2 

90 

12 

9 

1 

2 

90 

12 

9 

1 

1829.] 
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C. — Estimate  qfjyay  and  rations — Continued. 


1 

;2 

3 
S 

1. 

li 

Is 

Id 

1 

Amount  of  pay, 
rations,    and 
allowances 
per  annum. 

Gunner,  keeper  of  magazine  . .  . 
Steward 

1 
1 

1 
1 

2 
1 

6 

8 

1 
1 
1 

1 

1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 

1 
1 

$20 
18 

50 
40 
19 
19 
12 
10 

70 
30 
18 
10 
8 
10 

2 
1 

4 

2 
1 

1 
1 
1 

4 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 

$90 

12 

9 

1 

$T41  75 

Ordinary. 

$14,126  25 

$965  00 
662  50 

Master 

638  50 

319  25 

1,411   50 

1,690  00 

200 
145 

20 
16 

20 
14 

1 

1 

Hospital. 

$5,686  75 

§1,732  25 
950  75 

307  25 

211  25 

Washer 

187  25 

Cook                        

211  25 

Civil  department. 

$3,600  00 

$1,700  00 
450  00 

900  00 

1,000  00 

480  00 

2,300  00 

420  00 

Inspector  and  meas.  of  timber. . 
Master  chain  cable  and  anchor 

900  00 

1,000  00 

1,000  00 

1,000  00 

Master  plumber   and   camboose 

1,200  00 

P 

.  25 

300  00 

$12,650  00 

Total 

$37,063  00 

1 

Yard. 

Captain 

Master  commandant  .  . .  , 

Lieutenant , 

Lieutenant  .  •. 

Master 

Master , 

Surgeon , 

Surgeon's  mate 

Purser , 

Chaplain , 

Teacher  of  mathematics 

Midshipmen , 

Boatswain 

Gunner  

Steward 


'$300 
200 

65 
40 
20 

30 
20 
20 

3 
2 
1 

200 

20 

12 

1 

200 
145 
200 
250 
90 

20 
16 
20 
12 
12 

20 
14 
12 
9 
9 

1 

1 


..... 

i 

1 

90 
90 

12 
12 

9 
9 

1 
1 

$3 

,466 

75 

2 

,010 

75 

1 

,492 

25 

965 

00 

1 

,141 

75 

662 

50 

1 

,612 

25 

1 

,253 

25 

1 

,141 

75 

1 

,141 

75 

981 

75 

1 

,277 

00 

741 

75 

741 

75 

307 

25 

$18 

,937 

50 

NAVAL    AFFAIRS. 
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C. — Estimate  of  pay  and  rations — Continued. 


a 

0 

j 

Amount  of  pay, 
rations,    and 
allowances 
per  annum. 

Ordinary. 
Cantain 

1 

3 

U 
26 

I 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 

$100 
50 
40 
20 
19 
20 
19 
19 
19 
12 
10 

8 
4 
2 

1 
2 

1 

$1,930  00 
2,895  00 

tSnunt : : 

Master                               

662  50 

Boatswain 

Midsiiipnien 

Carpenter  

Carpenter's  mate 

$90 

12 

9 

1 

741  75 
1,915  50 

12 

9 

1 

651  75 
319  25 

957  75 

319  25 

Able  seamen 

3,293  50 

5,492  50 

Civil  department. 

$19,178  75 

$1,700  00 
500  00 

900  00 

'"40 



750  00 

480  00 

Master  builder 

2,300  00 

Clerk  to  master  builder 

420  00 

Inspector  and  meas.  of  timber. . 

1,050  00 

480  00 

Porter ,      . ,            

25 

60 
30 
18 
10 
8 
12 

4 

200 
145 

20 

16 

20 
14 

1 

1 

300  00 

Hoqntal. 

$8,880  00 

$1,612  25 
950  75 

Steward 

307  25 

Nurses   

422  60 

Wa.shers 

374  50 

Cook 

235  25 

$3,902  50 

Total 

$50,899  75 

PENSACOLA. 


Yard. 

Captain    

Master  commandant 

Lieutenant , 

Lieutenant , 

Master 

Surgeon , 

Surgeon's  mate 

Purser 

Midshipmen 

Boatswain  

Gunner 

Steward 

Ordinary. 

Carpenter  

Carpenter's  mate. . . 

Able  seamen 

Ordinary  seamen. . , 


$100 

60 

50 

50 

40 

50 

30 

40 

19 

20 

20 

18 

1 

20 

1 

19 

4 

12 

6 

10 

6 
5 
4 
4 

2 

2 
2 
1 

'$145 
200 

65 
40 
20 

20 
20 
16 
20 

30 
20 
20 

12 
20 
14 
12 

3 

2 
1 

1 

1 

..... 

..... 

2 
2 
1 

90 
90 

12 
12 

9 
9 

1 
1 

2 
1 

90 

12 

9 

1 

1 

1 

$3 

,466 

75 

1 

,710 

75 

1 

,292 

25 

965 

00 

941 

75 

1 

,109 

75 

950 

75 

1 

,141 

75 

957 

75 

741 

75 

741 

75 

307 

25 

$14 

,327 

25 

$741 

75 

319 

25 

941 

00 

1 

,267 

50 

$3 

,269 

50 

1829.] 
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C. — Estimate  of  pay  and  rations — Continued. 


;S 

i 

.1 

1   _ 

c5 

1.- 

1^ 

i 

Amount  of  pay, 
rations,   and 
allowances 
per  annum. 

Hospital. 

1 
1 
1 
2 

1 

1 

1 
1 
1 
1 

1 

$50 
30 
18 
10 
8 
12 

2 
2 
1 
1 

1 
1 

$200 
145 

20 
16 

20 
14 

I 

1 

$1,309  15 
950  15 
301  25 
422  50 
314  50 
235  25 

V    ■  p^ 

Washers 

Cook    

Civil  drpartment. 

$3,600  00 

$1,100  00 
300  00 

Clerk  to  stDrekcoper 

Master  builder 

2,000  00 

2.5 
23 

300  00 

Porter 

300  00 

$6,100  00 

Total 

$21,296  15 

- 

Captain 

Lieutenant  . 


1 

$100 

8 

1 

50 

4 

1 

60 

4 

1 

40 

Captain  . . . 
Lieutenant 


$300 

65 

30 

3 

200 

20 

20 

1 

CHARLESTON,    S 


1 

$100 

1 

50 

1 

60 

1 

40 

SACKETT  S    HARBOR. 

$40  I    2  1  $200  i 


$3,036  15 

965  00 

1,612  25 

662  50 


$6,216  50 


$3,036  15 

965  00 

1,612  25 

662  50 


$6,216  50 


Eecapitulation. 


2d  item, 
Naval. 

2d  item, 
Ordinary. 

2d  item, 
Hospital. 

3d  item, 
Civil. 

Aggregate. 

$14,199  00 
16,663  25 
19,291   60 
15,483  50 
14,126  25 
18,931   50 
14,321  25 
6,216  50 
6,216  50 
1,141    15 

$3,492  15 
19,118   15 
19,118   15 
4,511   15 
5,686   15 
19,118   15 
3,269  50 

$4,400  00 
8,250  00 
8,250  00 
6,150  00 

12,650  00 
8,880  00 
6,100  00 

$22,091   15 

Boston    

$3,902  50 
3,902  50 
4,029   15 
3,600  00 
3,902  50 
3,600  00 

41,994  50 

New  York 

50,628   15 

Philadelphia 

30,241   00 

36,063  00 

Norfolk 

50,898   15 

21,296   15 

6,216  50 

6,216  50 

Sackett's  Harbor 

1,141   15 

3,000  00 

3,000  00 

$126,129  00 

$14,563  00 

$22,931   25 

$51,680  00 

$281,909  25 

NAVAL   AFFAIRS. 
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Papers  B,  D,  E,  and  F  embrace  the  sums  making  the  first  item  in  the  general  estimate. 
The  naval,  ordinary,  and  hospital  estimates,  on   paper  C,  compose   the   second   item;   and   the   i 
estimates,  on  paper  C,  make  the  third  item  in  the  general  estimate. 
The  fourth  item  is  explained  by  paper  G. 


Estimate  of  the  number,  pay,  &c.,  of  officers,  required  for  five  receiving  vessels,  for  the  year  1830,  as  part 
of  the  first  item  of  the  general  estimate. 


Masters  commandant 

Lieutenants 

Masters 

Pursers 

Surgeons'  mates  . . . . 

Midshipmen 

Boatswains'  mates  . . 
Carpenters'  mates .  . . 

Stewards 

Cooks  

Ableseameu 

Ordinary  seamen. .  . . 
Bovs 


Estimate  of  the  pay,  &c.,  of  officers,  &c.,  attached  to  recruiting  stations,  for  the  year  18 
item  of  the  general  estimate. 


s  part  of  the  first 


1 

1 

1 
1^ 

o 

3 

o 

Amount. 

1 

2 
1 

1 
2 
2 
1 

1 

2 
2 
1 

1 

2 
1 

1 
1 

5 
10 
10 

5 

$10,053  75 
9,650  00 

3  192  50 

5,425  00 

$28,321  25 

One  captain. . .  . 
One  lieutenant  , 


Exhibit  of  the  officers,  &c.,  awaiting  orders  and  on  furlough,  as  paii  of  the  first  item  of  the  general  estimate 

for  1830. 


o 

'Ml 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

H 

Amount. 

14 

4 

90 
3 

7 

,4 

56 

1 

..... 

171 
10 

$152,670  50 
3,354  62 

$156,025  12 
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G. 

Estimate  for  ivoviaions  required  for  the  navy  for  the  year  1830. 

Foi-  vessels  in  commission,  per  paper  B,  No.  1 4, 118  persons. 

Marines  on  board 618  persons. 

For  vessels  in  commission,  per  paper  B,  No.  2 1 ,  104  persons. 

Marines  on  board 128^  persons. 

For  receiving  vessels 82  persons. 

6,110  persons, 

At  one  ration  per  day,  is  2,230,150  rations,  at  twenty-five  cents  each,  is $551,537  50 

From  this  amount  may  be  deducted  tliis  sum,  as  a  balance  will  probably  remain  on  hand 

at  the  expiration  of  the  year 100, 000  00 

$157,531   50 

Estimate  cf  the  sums  required  for  the  sujijMrt  of  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  for  the  year  1830. 

Secretarv  of  the  Navv $6,000  00 

Six  clerks,  |irr  ii.-t  oli'mli  Ajiril,  1818 $8,200   00 

One  clerk,  |..t  art  ..f  I'Cth  Mav,  isoj, 1^000  00 

One  clerk,  per  act  n[  2.1  March,  1821   1 ,000  00 

■     10,200  00 

Messenger  and  assistant  messenger 1 ,  050  00 

Contingent  expenses 3 ,  000  00 

$20,250  00 

Substitute  proposed,  and  respectfully  submitted,  for  the  salaries  of  the  clerks. 

One  chief  clerk,  at  $2,000 $2,000 

Two  clerks,  each  at  1,600 3,200 

Two  clerks,  each  at  1,400 2,800 

One  clerk,  at              1,200 1,200 

Two  clerks,  each  at  1,000 2,000 

$11,200 


Comparative 


•  of  the  number  of  clerks  employed  in  each  of  the  principal  departments,  and  their  compen- 


Number  in  each,  at— 


Department  of  State 

Department  of  Treasury. 

Department  of  War 

Department  of  Navy . . .  . 


$11,000 
12,950 
22,600 
10,200 


Estimate  of  the  sums  required  for  the  sup)port  of  the  office  of  the  Navy  Commissioners,  for  the  year  1830. 

Commissioners  of  the  Navy $10,500 

Secretary 2,000 


Clerks  and  draftsman,  per  acts  of  April  20,  1818,  May  2 

Messenger 

Contingent  expenses 


,  1824,  and  March  2,  1821. 


1,150 

100 

1,800 
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No.  1. 

There  -vvill  be  required  for  the  support  of  tlic  navy  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  1831,  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-one  thousand  and  forty-one  dollars  and  eighty  cents,  in  addition  to  the  unexpended 
balances  that  may  remain  on  hand  on  the  first  of  January,  1831. 

1.  For  pay  and  subsistence  of  officers  and  pay  of  seamen  other  than  those  at  navy  yards, 

shore  stations  and  in  ordinary $309,805  12 

2.  For  pay,  subsistence,  and  allowances  of  officers  and  pay  of  seamen  at  navy  yards,  shore 

stations,  hospitals  and  in  ordinary 56,057  31 

3.  For  pay  of  superintendents,  naval  constructors,  and  all  the  civil  establishments  at  the 

severat yards  and  stations 14,420  00 

4.  For  provisions 114,384  31 

5.  For  repairs  of  vessels  in  (ndinary,  ami  lor  wear  and  tear  of  vessels  in  commission. . . .  147,500  00 

6.  For  medicines,    surgical  instrumrnls,   ami  Imspital  stores,   and  all  other  expenses   on 

account  of  the  sick 7 ,  625  00 

7.  For  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores 7 ,  500  00 

8.  For  repairs  and  improvements  of  navy  yards,  and  for  the  covering  and  preservation  of 

ships  in  ordinary 112,500  00 

9.  For  defraying  the  cxiicnscs  tliat  may  accrue  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  1831, 

for  the  followim^  iiniiioscs,  viz:  F(jr  freight  and  transportation  of  materials  and 
stores  of  every  i|iscri}>t  ion ;  fur  \\liai-fagp  and  ilnckage,  storage  and  rent;  traveling 
expenses  of  olliciTs  and  lrans|)ortation  of  seamen;  house  rent  ami  <-liamlier  money, 
and  fuel  ami  eamlles  to  ollieers  oilier  than  those  attached  to  na\y  yards  and  stations, 
and  f  >r  ollieeis  in  sick  (|narleis  wheie  there  is  iKJ  hospital,  ami  tor  funeral  expenses; 
for  commissi. ms.  el.ik  hire  ami  oHiee  rcJit,  stationery  and  fuel  to  navy  agents;  for 
premiums  and  im'idental  expenses  of  recruiting;  for  apprehending  deserters;  for 
comjiensation  to  Ju(l,u:e  ad\'oeates;  for  per  diem  allowances  for  persons  attending 
courts-martial  and  courts  of  iiKpiirv,  and  for  officers  engaged  on  extra  service 
beyon.l  the  limits  ..f  their  stall.. ns;  lor  printing  and  r..r  stationery  of  every 
description,  ami  \\>v  h.M.ks,  maps,  charts,  and  nautical  and  mathematical  instruments, 
chron.inH'lers,  m.Hlels,  and  drawings;  lor  purchase  and  repiair  of  steam  and  fire 
engines,  and  I'or  macliinery;  for  purchase  and  maintenance  of  oxen  and  horses,  and 
for  carts,  timliei-  wlieels,  and  workmen's  tools  of  every  description;  for  postage  of 
letters  on  ]inMic  serxi.-i';  for  pilotage;  for  cabin  furniture  of  vessels  in  comntission, 
and  for  furniture  of  (iHieers'  houses  at  navy  yards;  for  taxes  on  navy  yards  and 
public  property;  for  assistanc.^  remlered  to  vessels  in  distress;  for  incidental  labor 
at  navy  yards  n.it  applicalile  t..  any  other  appropriation;  for  coal  and  other  fuel  for 
forges,  foundries,  ami  sl.'ain  engini's;  ior  candles,  oil  and  fuel  for  vessels  in 
commissi. HI  an.l  in  onliiiary;  lor  reptiirs  of  magazines  and  powder  houses;  for 
preparing  moul.ls  lor  ships  i.i  lie  l.uilt,  and  for  nootlier  objector  purpose  whatsoever,  80,000  00 
10.  For  contingi'iit  expenses   lor  olij.cis  arising  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  1831, 

and  not  hereinbefore  enumerated 1 ,250  00 


$851,041   80 


Estimate  of  the  amount  required  for  the  support  of  the  office  of  the  Navij  Commissioners,  for  the  first  quarter 
of  the  year  1831. 

Commissioners  of  the  Navy $2, 625  00 

Secretary  to  Commissioners  of  the  Navy 500  00 

Clerks  and  draftsmen,  per  acts  20th  April,  1818,  26th  May,  1824,  and  2d  March,  1827 1,937   50 

Messenger 1 75  00 

Contingent  expenses 450  00 

Total  amount $5,687  50 


Estimate  of  pay  for  office 


!,  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  and  suhsi 
of  the  United  States  marine  corps,  for  the  year  1830. 


■:efor  the  office 


One  lieutenant  colonel  commandant,  $75  per  month $900  00 

Five  brevet  lieutenant  colonels,  $75  per  month 4, 500  00 

Four  captains,  $40  p,.r  ni,.nth   1,920  00 

Twenty-four  lirst  lietenants.  at  $30  per  m.nitli 8,640  00 

Sixteen  secon.l  li,.utenants,  $-25  per  in. .nth 4,800  00 

One  surgeon,  ^m  per  m.mth 720  00 

One  sergeant  maj,,r,  slo  per  month : 120  00 

One  quartermasi.r  s.r-.ant,  $10  p.'r  m.intli 120  00 

Five  clerks,  $20  p.r  m.mtli 1,200  00 

One  drum  major,  $9  [jcr  month 108  00 

One  fife  major,  $9  per  m(mth 108  00 

Seventj'-one  sergeants,  $9  per  month 7 ,  668  00 
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Sevcnn  i]n,o  , ,.,,,  „  iK    ^^  p  i  nmnth  ^   qq^  qq 

T^veim  .1.  ,„„„_,-       ,  1.   ,   inonll,  j     .^0  0,-, 

T^tim  hi   '         ,  |.   ,   n    .u,l  J    ,gQ  QQ 

Seveu  hnn.ln       ...M.    ^   |,in  a,  s,  ^(,  pei  niunlh  54   000  00 

Extiapi^  to  tht   iiljuiuit  piMiiibtti,    iml  quiitLiiiiibtti,  it  $J(>  pei  muntli                                        1,080  00 

$96,252  00 

SIBSISTEVCE 

One  lieuttinut  1  n'  .m  1  .  ,1111111  imi  mt    mx  1  itions  per  diy,  2,190  latioiis,  20  tts  $438  00 

Five  bie\i  t   he  111.  11  nit  <   <\u  1   !      -i\  1  itioiis,  10,950,  lationt,,  20  ^tb  2,140   00 

Foul  ca[)t  uii->     It  till,  <   1,11  HI-.    Is  4   ,sO    it  20  cts  each  '^~^^■,  00 

Twent;y-toiii    lii^i    h,  iit(  n  mts    tliid    1  itionb,  26,280  latioiib,  20  cts  5,2>()00 

Sixteen  sO(  uiul  111  ui(  11  ml-,    twoiitiuns  (  ich,  11,680  lations,  20  ctt.  2,J3b  00 

One  suigcdii,  Imii  1  Uiou,,  l,li>()  1  uiinis,  2o  cts  'j(,3  00 

11,461  00 

$107,713  00 
(Signed)  JOS.  L.  KUHN,  Paymaster  Marhie~Coy^s. 

Estiviale  of  pay  for  officers,   non-coinmiasioned  officers,  muaiciam,   and  privates;  and  subsistence  for  the 
officers  of  the  United  States  marine  cor2)s,  for  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  1831. 

PAY. 

One  lieutonaiit  colonel  commandant,  $75  per  month iS9-)5  qq 

Five  brevet  lieut.MKi.it  rolonels,  $75  per  montli .'..'.'.".'.■.■.■  l';  125  00 

Four  .•antaiiis,  >^40  p.r  mouth 4^0  00 

Tu-..,ii.v-r,,i,Mirst    lirutcnaats,  $30  per  month 2,160   00 

8ixte<'n  sceund  li(>iitciiants,  $25  per  montli i  200  00 

One  surgeon,  $00  per  month ''  '18O  00 

One  sergeant  major,  $10  per  month 30  qq 

One  quartermaster  sergeant,   $10  per  month 30  qo 

Five  clerks,  S20  per  month 3OO  00 

One  ilniiii  iiKijor,   $9  per  month 27   00 

One  liic  iii:i,i"i,   $9  per  month 27   00 

SexTiity-iiiic  sergeants,   $9  per  montli 1917   00 

Seventy-tlu-ee  corporals,   $8  per  month 1752  00 

Twenty  drummers,  $7  per  month '420  00 

TvventV  lifers,  $7  per  month [  42o  00 

Seven  hundred  and  fifty  privates,   $6  per  month 13,500  00 

Extra  pay  to  the  adjutant,  paymaster,  and  quartermaster,  $30  per  montli '270   00 

$24,063  00 

SUBSISTENCE. 

One  lieutenant  colonel  commandant,  6  rations  per  day,  540,  at  20  cents 108  00 

Five  brevet  lieutenant  colonels,  6  rations  per  day,  2,700,  at  20  cents 540  00 

Four  captains,  3  rations  per  day,   1,080,   at  20  cents 216  00 

Twenty-four  first  lieutenants,  3  rations  per  day,  6,480,  at  20  cents 1   290  00 

Sixteen  second  lieutenants,  2  rations  per  day,  2,880,   at  20  cents 576  QO 

One  surgeon,  4  rations  per  day,  360,  at  25  cents 90  00 

$2,826  00 

$26,889  00 

JOS.  L.  KUHX,  Paymaster  3Iarine  Coips. 

Estimate  for  expenditures   in   the    Quartermaster  dejyartment  of  the   United  States  marine  corps  fur  the 
year  1830. 

SUBSISTENCE. 

For  400  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  privates,  and  washerwomen,  serving  on 
shore,  at  one  ration  per  day  each,  is  146,000  rations,  at  twelve  cents  per  ra- 
tion, is $17,520  00 

For  deficiency  of  appropriation  for  pay  and  subsistence  last  year,  being  the 

amount  less  than  estimated  for *11 ,  973  05 

*$29,493  05 

CLOTHING. 

For  938  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  at  $30  each,  is         $28, 140  00 
For  100  watch  coats,  at  $6YVtr  each,  is 625  00 

28,765  00 

FUEL. 

For  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,   privates,  and  washerwomen,   and 

for  public  offices,  hospitals,  and  armory 9, 098  00 

*  The  alteration  of  items  opposite  to  wliich  asterisks  are  placed,  was  made  at  this  Department,  the  explanations  offered  in  support 
of  them  not  being  deemed  satisfactory. 

Navy  Department,  November  27,  1829. 
VOL.  Ill 50  L 
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COXTINGEN'CIKS. 

For  traveling:  expeiises  of  officers,  and  transportation  for  men ;  freight  of  stores  from  one 
station  to  another;  toll,  ferriage,  wharfage,  and  cartage;  expenses  of  recruiting; 
per  diem  allowance  for  attending  courts-martial  and  courts  of  inquiry,  and  for 
officers  on  extra  duty;  compensation  to  judge  advocates;  house  rent  and  chamber 
money,  where  there  are  no  public  quarters  assigned;  incidental  labor  in  the  Quarter- 
master's department;  expenses  of  burying  deceased  persons  belonging  to  the  marine 
corps;  printing  and  stationery;  postage  on  public  letters;  forage;  expenses  in 
pursuing  deserters;  keeping  in  repair  the  barracks  at  the  different  stations;  straw 
for  the  men;  barrack  furniture;  spades,  axes,  shovels,  picks,  and  carpenters'  tools;       *$14,000  00 

MILITARY    STORES. 

For  the  purchase  of  1,500  set  of  accoutrements,  at  $2.75  \>ev  set $4, 125  00 

For  the  pay  of  armorers,  keeping  arms  in  repair,  armorer's  tools,   drums, 

fifes,  flags,  and  ordnance  stores 2,000  00 

6,125  00 

MEniClNES. 

For  medicines,  hospital  stores,  and  surgical  instruments  for  officers  and  marines,  serving 

on  shore 2 ,  369  71 

BARR.\CKS. 

For  completing  the  officers'  quarters  at  head-quarters, , 3,000  00 

*$92,850  76 

Approprialion  required  for  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  1831,  agreeably  to  the  foregoing  estimate. 

For  subsistence  , §4,380  00 

For  clothing 7,191  25 

For  fuel  . . , , , , 2,274  50 

For  contingencies *3,500  00 

For  military  stores 500  00 

For  medicines 592  25 

^. *$18,438  00 

E.  J.  AVEED,  Q.  M.  31.  "c.      ~ 

Head-Quarters  M.uiine  Corps,  Quartermaster^ s  Office,  Washington  Citij,  November  7,  1829. 


M. 
List  of  deaths  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  since  the  1st  December,  1828. 


Names  and  rank. 


Date. 


Cause, 


Thomas  Tingey 

LIEUTENANTS. 

Samuel  M.  Breckenridge  . 
Augustus  Cutts 


ASSISTANT  SURGEONS. 

Samuel  G.  Clarkson 

John  Denny 


MinsniPMEN. 

Joshua  H.  Justin 

James  B.  Lardncr. .  .  . , 
N.  Cx.  C.  Slaughter..., 

G.  M.  Meredith 

Joshua  W.  Larkin  .  . .  , 
James  M.  Prevost. . . . 
Charles  Root , 


GUNNERS. 


February  23,  1829. 


June  4,  1829.., 
June  12,  1829,, 


Explosion  of  Fulton  . 
Not  known 


Consumption   , 


May  17,  1829 

September  19,  1829. 


September  25,  1829. 
January  29,  1829... 


Yellow  fever. , 
Not  known  , . , 


Not  known  . 
Not  known  . 


April  8,  1829 Consumptic 

do  j   Not  known 

do  1   Smull-pcix  . 

Not  known 

May  20,  1829 


December  8,  1828  . 


July  9,  1829.. 


Fall  of  a  block. 
Not  known  .... 
Not  known  .... 


Washington. 


New  York. 
Portsmouth,  N.  H. 


Pensacola. 
New  York. 


New  York. 
New  York. 


Norfolk. 
Pensacola. 

Coast  of  Brazil. 
Callao  Roads. 
Pacific. 
Coast  of  Brazil. 


Navy  Department,  December  1,  1829. 
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N. 
List  of  dismissions  from  the  navy  of  the  Uni'led  S/afes,  since  1st  December,  1828. 

SURGEOX. 

Edmund  L.  Dubarry November    5,   1829. 

ASSISTANT    SURGEONS. 

William   Belt April              t,   1829. 

Thomas  V.  Wiesentlial April              7,    1829. 

James  R.  Bojcc April              7^   1829. 

Lewis  Deblois May            27,   1829. 

CHAPLAIN. 

Edward  McLauglilin October        2,  1829. 

MIDSHIPMEN'. 

Abram  J.  Bennett December  31,   1828. 

Joseph  S.  Cannon December  31,   1828. 

Patrick  F.  Bradlee April             4,    1829. 

Charles  D.  Drake October      30,   1829. 

William  P.  Livingston July               8,   1829. 

Richard  D.  Millen April              4,   1829. 

Robert  H.  L.  Paters.m , November  14,   1829. 

Llovd  L.  Spillman June              3,   1829. 

H.   H.  Van  Rensselaer April             4,    1829. 

CARPENTER. 

Zaccbeus  R.  Fuller June            30,  1829. 

NA\"i'    AGENTS. 

Miles  King-,  Nathaniel  Aniory,  John  N.  Sherburne. 


■AL    STOREKEEPER. 


Richard  Derby. 

Navy  Department,  December  1,   1829. 


0. 

List  of  resignations  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  since  the  1st  December,  1828. 

SURGEONS. 

Edward  Cutbush .' June  10,  1829. 

George  Logan June  16,  1829. 

PURSER. 

Joseph  B.  Wilkinson June  2,  1829. 

MIDSHIPMEN. 

Benjamin  C.  Wilcox December  15,  1828. 

Frederick  A.  Thompson December  31,  1828. 

John  Wyman March  17,  1829. 

Samuel   Haight March  17,  1829. 

John  H.  Maulsby April  6,  1829. 

Samuel  W.  Ellis April  6,  1829. 

George  P.  Ricker February  17,  1829. 

John  Woods  Barker May  20,  1829. 

Piersoii  Kurd May  29,  1829. 

William  H.  Harrison  Gray June  4,  1829. 

Alexander  W.  Wilson June  13,  1829. 

Lewis  C.  F.  Fatio July  7,  1829. 

Meredith  Myers July  7,  1829. 

George  H.  White July  17,  1829. 

Alexander  McClung August  29,  1829. 

William  Rowan November  10,  1829. 

boatswain. 

James  Minzies August  29,  1829. 

lieutenant  of  marines. 

Thomas  B.  Barton March  13,  1829. 

Navy  Department,  December  1,  1829. 
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Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  dated — 

Navy  Department,  November  13,  1829. 

From  the  reflection  I  have  been  able  to  bestow  upon  the  present  orf^anization  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, I  incline  to  the  opinion  that  it  is  susceptible  of  improvement,  particularly  in  its  fiscal  branch,  its 
forms  of  administration,  and  the  distribution  of  its  duties. 

Should  further  inquiiy  confirm  this  opinion,  it  will  be  proper  for  me  to  submit  an  improved  system 
for  the  consideration  of  the  President,  and  with  this  view  I  wish  to  avail  myself  of  your  information  and 
experience. 

I  request,  thei'efore,  that  you  will  lay  before  me  your  opinion  whether  the  present  organization  of  the 
Department  may  not  be  improved,  and,  if  so,  how?  with  such  observations  as  may  appear  to  j'ou  to  belong 
to  the  occasion. 

Navy  Commissioners'  Office,  November  23,  1829. 

Sir:  The  Navy  Commissioners  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the  13th  inst.,  requiring 
of  them  to  lay  before  you  their  opinion  of  the  present  organization  of  the  Navy  Department — whether 
it  may  not  be  improved,  and,  if  so,  how?  with  such  observations  as  may  appear  to  them  to  belong  to  the 
occasion. 

The  duties  of  the  Navy  Department  are  various  and  complicated:  so  much  so,  indeed,  that  no  one 
individual,  howpvcr  c;-iftof1,  would  he  rninii(>tciit  even  to  thoir  r/eneral  superintendence. 

We  may  \h'  :issist('(l  in  f.iriiiiiiu-  jnilicinns  cnni'lnsi, uis,  liy  classing  these  duties  under  general  heads, 
and  considering-  tli.'in  in  their  sc|>:iratc,  ilistinct  iiaiiu'e;  ami  liy  referring  to  the  practices  which  have 
obtained  in  the  adininistrati.m  of  them,  since  the  first  oryaiiizatidn  of  the  Department. 

The  general  heads  by  which  these  duties  arc  distiuguislied,  and  under  which  they  maybe  classed,  are: 

1.  Administrative  or  Executive. 

2.  Ministerial. 

3.  Financial. 

Tlidse  111'  an  aihninistrative  character  consist,  essentially,  in  dispensing  the  various  offices  created 
by  law;  issuiii'^-  oitlers  and  instructions  to  officers  for  service;  employing  the  national  marine;  convening 
Cdurts-inarlial ;  and  -■enerally  in  seeing  that  the  laws  in  relation  to  "the  navy  are  duly  and  faithfully  exe- 
cuted. In  (lischar--in--  tliese  hi^'h  functions,  consultations  with  the  President  of  the  United  States  become 
n(Hessai\  ;  tl I'licer  \ esied  with  thcse  responsible  trusts  is  the  medium  through  which  the  President 

Those  111'  a  iiiniis/n-Kil  cliaracter:  such  as  the  construction,  building,  and  equipment  of  vessels  of  war; 
their  armament ;   their  classilicatioii ;   tlie  |irocnreinent  of  naval  stores   and  materials;  the  preservation  of 

ships  in  ordinaiy;   tlie  cunsinicti t'  docks,   arsenals,   ship  houses,   storehouses,  timber  sheds,  shears, 

shops,  &c.;  the  victnalini;-  and  clothing  of  the  navy;  and  which  involve  the  necessity  of  having  experi- 
enced professional  iiumi  to  |iert'oini  them. 

Those  of  a  Ji!<rii/  cliara<ler,  which  embrace  the  expenditures  of  the  service,  in  all  its  numerous 
branches,  and  under  all  its  various  heads  of  appropriation.  This  branch  of  the  Department  requires,  in 
the  perfornnmce  of  its  ordinary  duties,  a  thorough  knowledge  of  accounts,  and  of  all  the  laws  and  regula- 
tions of  the  seivic(^  in  any  way  affecting  its  expenditures;  and  it  would  be  greatly  improved  by  a  prac- 
tical knowledge  as  to  all  the  various  stores,  munitions,  and  materials  essential  in  the  different  depart- 
ments o|'  the  service. 

The  duties  which  relate  to  tli<'  execution  of  the  laws  in  reference  to  sick  an!  disabled  seamen 
dischar-'cil  from  the  s(  r\  ici',  the  a|i|iortionment  o|'  pensions,  the  necessai-y  regulations  for  the  govern- 
ment and  snji|iort  of  hos|iiials,  the  naval  asvlniu,  \<'.,  have  been  assigned  by  law  to  special  boards,  con- 
sistinu-  o|'  the  Secretary  of  the  \avy,  the  Secretai  y  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Tlie  ofli.'e  of  Scaetary  of  the' Navy  was  esiaiilished  in  the  year  1798.  He  was  charged  with  the 
niultil'arions  duties  here  classed  iiniler  tlie  ailmiiiist rat i\-e  and  ministerial  heads;  and  an  Accountant  of 
the  Navy  was  cliaruv,!  with  lh.>  lis.'al  d,iti..s,  Mihject   lotlie  revision  of  the  Tn-asurv. 

Under  this  arrangement,  .illlion-h  lli.-  navy,  at  that  time,  had  not  attained  one-fourth  of  its  present 
magnitude,  it  was  round  that  these  duties  were  Imrthensoine  in  the  extreme;  and  althou.gh  it  was  very 
generally  admitteil  that  the  .<e.a-elary  of  the  Navy  was  remarkal.le  for  his  capacity  and  industry,  and  that 
the  oflice  of  Accdunlanl  was  well  lilleil,  yet,  it  is  known  that  the  duties  were  very  imperfectly  performed — 
unavoidably  so — and  that  the  pnlilic  interest  --reatly  sntfered.  This  arose  from  a  multitude  of  mixed 
duties,^  pressing  upon  each  other,  each  reipiiring  to  he  done  at  one  and  the  same  time. 

While  the  DepartinenL  cuiilinmjd  thus  organized,  great  losses  of  treasure  and  of  time  were  not  unfre- 
quently  occasioned  by  a  single  order;  among  other  instances,  one  might  be  cited  in  which  it  became 
absolutely  necessary  to  expend  upwards  of  $60,000  to  correct  an  error  in  the  structure  and  internal 
arrangements  of  a  ship;  an  error  arising,  solely,  from  the  absence  of  professional  knowledge. 

Cases  of  this  kind,  witli  other  considerations,  contributed,  no  doubt,  to  the  existing  modification, 
which  assigns  all  the  iiiini.-'/rnul  duties  to  a  Board  of  Navy  Commissioners,  leaving  a  general  superintend- 
ing direction  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

By  a  subsequent  law,  ('onL;ress  abolished  the  office  of  Accountant  of  the  Navy,  and  created  that  of 
Fourth  Auditor,  as  a  siilistitnie,  attaching  it  to  the  Treasury,  and  subjecting  its  statements  to  the  strict 
revision  of  a  Comptroller. 

Prior  to  the  act  of  ("oii-ress,  of  3d  March,  1809,  (an  act  further  to  amend  the  several  acts  for  the 
estalilishment  and  reuulatioii  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments,)  it  was  the  practice  in  the 

office  ol  .\rr iiaiit  of  the   \avy  so  to  keep  the  accounts  of  the  uavy  as  to  show  the  cost  of  objects — the 

building  ol  a  siiip,  lor  instaiu'c;  Iml  that  la\\' declares  that  money  warrants  shall  be  charged  to  the  specific 
apiiroprniliui,  under  which  the  inonev  is  to  be  disbursed.  This  produced  a  change  in  the  form  of  keeping 
the  accounts;    o/;;ce/,.  aiv  lost   si-ht   /if,   and  si,rr,lir  appmprial i,,„,  s,.el,.   to   claim  I'-N.-lnsivc  attention. 

The  act  ..f  ISO'.)  (Irchnvs  ihat  all  moii,v  warrants  '•shall  specit'vth.'  particular  appropriation  or 
ajiproprialions  to  which  the  same  shall  be  charged,"  and  that  the  moneys  paid  in  virtue  of  siu-li  warrants 
shall  "  be  charged  to  such  appropriation  or  appropriations;"  that  "the  sutus  appropriated  by  law,  for 
each  branch  of  expenditure,  shall  be  solely  applied  to  the  objects  for  which  they  are  respectively  appro- 
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priated,  and  to  no  other."  But  it  aullini-iziMl  ilie  Presidont,  on  the  application  of  the  Secretary,  to  direct 
"that  a  portion  of  the  moneys  apiUMiiriaicd  Inr  :i  particular  branch  of  expenditure  be  applied  to  another 
branch  of  expenditure  in  the  same  dc|iarliiicni." 

Thus,  under  the  law  of  ISO;),  the  Presieleut  might  transfer  from  any  one  appropriation  to  another; 
but  this  aullidiily  of  the  ricsidcnt  was,  by  act  of  1st  May,  1820,  couiined  to  three  appropriations,  viz: 
"provisions;"  ■■  mi'diciin's  aii.l  hospital  stores;"  "repairs  of  vessels;"  so  that,  from  none  of  the  other  appro- 
priations can  a  traiislri-  lie  inadi'. 

The  a.lniiiiisiiaii\r  or  .■\,m-iii  i\-c  liraiu'li  ,,f  the  Dri.ari  iiiciii ,  <il'  which  1  lie  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is 
the  immediate  i-liici;  iir,  ,1s  ii;.|.  ii  is  pivsunied,  ihe  intei-pnsii  i,ai  (,C  \:\\v  t,.  rendoi-  it  more  efficient.  It  is 
not  improlialiji',  iiow.'vi  r,  llial  iiujnMvcniciiis  miu'lit  he  int  nidiieed  in  ihe  a  ii'angement  of  its  detail  duties, 
which  weuM  liave  a  leii,],  iiey  1.)  se.iire  nini'e  piMmpi  i iifi >i ma  1  i< HI  n|i..n  various  Subjects,  that  would 
greatly  aid  tlie  Seeieiaiy  in  ilie  diseliai-v  nf  liis  dniies.  The  l.uoks  el  his  office  should  show  the  extent 
of  the  means  at  his  dis|i(>sal,  and  the  stale  and  .■nnilitien  el'  every  lu-aneh  of  the  service,  that  he  may  be 
prepared,  not  only  to  act  upon  all  sniijeeis  elaindng  his  personal  attention,  but  to  answer  any  call  from 
the  President,  or  from  Congress,  withent  diday. 

The  duties  assigned  to  the  Board  of  Navy  Commissioners  are  far  too  extensive  to  be  committed  to 
the  management  ot'  anyone^  individual;  yei',  one  individual,  acting  without  consultation,  and  trusting 
entirely  to  his  own  ivsouives,  eonld  eertaiiily  perform  nior-  of  any  parlienlar  Inisinoss  ihaii  two  or  three 
could  perfonn:  for  inslaneo.  a  speeial  report,  of  iinportanee  to  thi'  interi'Sts  oj'  the  iia\y,  is  ealied  for;  an 
individual,  having  no  one  to  eon.^nll  in  mailing  sin'li  report,  iniu'lu  pi'obalilv  prepare  il  in  a  few  hours; 
but,  when  asso.'iated  will,  two  oil,,. r  indivnlnals,  ,.arl,  possessing  the  san,.'  ri-iils,  ..a.-h  eliaiged  with  the 
same  dutv,  eaidi    e(|nallv  respoiisihle.  eonsnilalioii    heeonies    in<lispensahle ;    d  i>a -■reeineii  I   in  I'pinioiimay 

exist;   arg,, nt   on    hot'h    sides   is    addne.'d;   and  llnallv,  the  decision  is   mad.',   hnl,  not,  possihlv,  till  one, 

two,  or  more  (hiys,  shall  have  (lapsed.  Tlie  decision,  when  thus  made,  will  probably  be  more  correct 
than  if  it  had  been  made  l>v  one  mi'inber;  yet  it  is  very  obvious  that  the  consumption  of  time  would  be 
much  greater  in  tl le  casi.  than  in  the  other.    ■ 

But  there  are  many,  viiy  many  eases,  of  too  much  importance  to  the  national  interest  to  be  commit- 
ted to  anyone  pmson,  ho\\cver  eminent  in  his  ]ii-olessi<ni,  however  extensive  his  experience.  These  cases 
involve  ^jr//ic////rs,  essmiiially  hearing  upon  the  \ital  interests  of  the  navy;  where  an  erroneous  decision 
might  seriously  affeit  the  eflicieni  y  of  our  vessids-of-war,  or  occasion  great  and  unnecessary  expenditures 
of  money;  numeious  cases  uught  be  oiled,  in  wliich  it  would  be  certainly  unwise  to  trust  the  decision  to 
any  one  person. 

The  decision  of  a  fundamental  principle  is  one  thing;  the  carrying  that  principle  into  effect,  is  another; 
tlio  latter  duty  may  be  safely  trusted,  where  it  would  be  highly  dangerous  to  confide  the  former.  The 
function  ol'  ile.-igniiig  the  dimensions  and  form  of  a  ship,  her  arinament,  her  outboard  and  inboard  works, 
her  iiiastiir^-,  spariin',:-,  \-e.,  1-equires,  in  its  pei-lormance,  the  e.xei'lion  of  the  hi-'hi'st  professional  attain- 
ments;   and    wli,  n    1 lesigns    shall    be    maluivd,    and    distinctly    indicated    by   drawings,    models,    and 

instnieiions,  their  ixeciition,  involving  the  minutest  deUuLs,  reciuires  vigilant  and  laborious  attention,  to 
see  them  faithfully  e.xe.ailed  in  all  their  parts. 

From  thi'se  premises,  we  are  led  to  infer  that,  in  the  present  organization  of  the  Board  of  Navy  Com- 
missioners, defects  exist;  that  they  consist,  essentially,  in  grouping  together  too  great  a  variety  of  duties 
to  be  perlbrined  in  the  best  maniH'r  by  the  board  its,  11',  collectively  acting  upon  each  case;  but  which 
might  be  subdivided,  so  that  each  member,  gi\iiig  particular  attention  to  the  branch  confided  to  him, 
might  perform  his  own  part  in  the  mi^sl  satisfactory  manner. 

We  have  seen  that,  as  now  organized,  the  Board  of  Commissioners  is  charged,  to  speak  in  general 
terms — 

1st.  With  the  building,  repair,  and  equipment  of  our  vessels-of-war. 

2d     With  the  oonstiuction  of  docks,  aisen^ls,  storehouses,  wharves,  Lc 

3d     With  tilt  MCtualhng  and  clothmg  ot  the  navy 

Undci  th(  s(  thiee  geueial  heads,  the  duties  of  the  boaid  may  be  cUsscd,  but  it  may  be  useful  to 
piesi  nt  a  bi  i<  1  vk  w  of  the  detailed  duties  aiismg  under  each  head 

111  t  111,  hiii/iJiin/  iijiim  mill  I  pniimi  lit  uf  \i  ,1  o/ ?( a?  involve,  1st  The  designs  as  to  their  forms; 
tlaii  li  n_fli  bi(  idth  ol  b,  un  dipiliol  ii  ild  tin  ii  iiiti  i  n  il  anangements,  the  sizes  and  position  of  their 
mists  md  th,  m  miK  I  ol  in  kin^  tin  m  tin  ilmn  iisioiis  ot  then  spais,  the  quantity  and  dimensions  of 
lh(  11  ii__,m^,  tin  11  sills,  till  u  iiininKiit  im  liidin,  tin  toim,  size,  weights,  and  calibre  of  their  guns; 
then  sm  ill  urns  of  evei^  dcsciiption,  powdi  i  1  ill  \i  then  gun  cainages,  the  sizes  of  their  timbers, 
with  tilt  lengths  and  thicknesses  of  then  pi  ml  ^  lln  u  bo  its,  then  chain  cables,  &c.;  and  such  a  classi- 
fitition  ol  the  whole,  tint  e^  en  aiticlt  of  (ipiipmi  nt  1m  loiioing  to  any  vessel  of  a  particular  class,  shall 
answei  foi  eveij  othi  i  \(s~(l  of  the  same  tl  iss  id  IIk  ]iio(  uk  mi  nt  bv  conti act  or  otherwise,  of  all 
the  vinous  mittiitls  md  mnnilioiis  necessaiy  to  build  and  i  qnip  th(  m  igieeablj'' to  the  designs.  3d. 
The  opeiatue  put  wlm  h  i  omi s  all  these  mateiials,  and  n  ndi  is  tin  --hips  complete  in  their  construc- 
tion, then  nunuioiis  mt,  m  d     n  m<,emtnts,  and  then  tipiipnii  nt  _i  ik  i  ilh 

The  Kp  iiiiii_,  ot  ships  \\hili  It  iinoUi  s  most  of  tin  diitiis|ol(  pi  i  loimed  in  building  them,  impo- 
ses othti  dutn  s  noi  im  liidi  d  111  liniMin^  I  Ik  UiIi  <\  tin  ship  to  bi  k  p  in td,  is  one,  and  this  can  only 
be  doiH  bv  I  thoioii^h  (  \  imin  itnai  ol  ill  In  i  puts  iiispi  i  iin,  ill  In  i  st  ,u  •,,  lemedying  deficiencies  that 
maj  bt  fiiuiiil  111  hi  1  stiuttuit,  inlioduting  impio\  tmtnls  Ih  it  m  ly  h  t\  t  been  suggested  by  experience, 
&t  ,   ue  othti  dutits 

Ihe  nuiiieKnis  estimates,  and  the  voluminous  coriespondence,  indispensable  in  discharging  the  duties 
arising  under  this  head,  with  the  mass  of  other  business  connected  with  them,  would  give  full  employ- 
ment to  any  one  iiidi\idiial,  however  coinpeteiit.  "We  mean  for  the  superintendence  oi  any  one  individual; 
for  no  man'livint;-  could,  in  ins  own  person,  i^o  throiiuh  the  drudgery  of  all  its  details.  He  would  require 
several  subordinates,  which  we  will  presently  consnler. 

Second.  Tlie  vontitruction  of  d(>rk.<.  nr^ciid/s.  !<lurr]i,iii.«:-<,  and  r/rvrrnl  attention  to  nary  yards.  Under  this 
head,  numerous  and  important  duties  arise:  the  planning  of  all  the  various  improvements;  the  procure- 
ment, by  contract  or  otherwise,  of  all  the  mahiials  reipiired  in  making  them;  the  regulation  of  labor 
appertaining  to  this  branch,  and  the  preservation  of  stores;  supervising  the  various  factories  of  anchors, 
chain  cables,  blocks,  cambooses;  the  procurement,  preservation,  and  distribution  of  books,  maps,  charts, 
chronometers,  and  other  nautical  instruments;  stationery,  fuel,  and  candles,  &c.,  are  among  these  duties. 
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Any  one  individual,  to  give  them  that  vigilant,  careful  attention,  which  the  faithful  performance  of  them 
would  require,  would  find  constant  employment;  several  subordinates  would  be  essentially  necessary  in 
discharging  these  duties. 

Third.  The  victualing  and  clothing  of  the  navy.  Under  this  head  the  duties  are  numerous:  the 
quantity  of  the  various  articles  forming  the  rations,  the  quantity  of  slop  clothing,  medicines,  and  hospital 
stores  required  for  the  several  ships  and  squadrons  in  service,  and  the  several  stations  on  shore,  must  be 
ascertained  and  procured,  by  contract  or  otherwise,  and  transported  to  the  ships  and  stations  needing 
them;  the  ordering  of  surveys,  when  necessary,  upon  any  of  the  articles  belonging  to  his  department; 
the  receiving  of  surveys  ordered  by  the  commanding  oiBcers  of  squadrons;  the  regulation  of  labor  apper- 
taining to  this  particular  branch;  the  preservation  of  its  stores  and  issuing  the  necessary  instructions, 
will  form  a  mass  of  business  abundantly  suiHcient  to  occupy  the  time  of  any  individual.  Subordinates  in 
this,  as  in  other  branches,  would  be  indispensably  necessary. 

Under  these  three  general  heads  the  present  duties  of  the  board  might  be  classed;  each  member 
taking  the  superintendence  of  one;  each  carrying  into  effect  the  designs  and  decisions  of  the  whole; 
each  responsible  for  the  execution  of  such  designs  and  decisions. 

As  now  organized,  each  member  of  the  board  has  to  give  his  attention  to  all  the  duties  arising  under 
the  previously  recited  heads;  and  it  is  out  of  the  question  to  suppose  that  any  one  can  give  that  careful 
attention  which  the  public  interests  at  all  times  require.  The  mind  of  m  n  is  not  so  constituted  as  to  be 
able  to  embrace,  digest,  and  thoroughly  understand  such  an  infinite  variety  of  subjects;  many  of  them 
pressing  for  decisinn  ;ii  (hh' ;iiiil  the  same  moment;  many  of  them  being  complex  in  their  nature  and 
requiring  greatresoaich,  ca  leu  I  at  inn,  and  consideration  to  enable  even  the  most  experienced  and  intelligent 
to  comprehend  them  so  far  us  td  Ix;  able  to  pronounce  a  satisfactory  opinion  upon  them. 

To  general  principles,  and  to  new  principles  and  improvement,  each  member  might  give  such  atten- 
tion as  would,  with  his  professional  experience,  enable  him  to  meet  others  in  discussion  and  assist  in 
forming  the  best  possible  conclusions.  The  board,  enlightened  by  the  observations  of  each  of  its  members, 
thus  prepared  for  the  exaniinatinn  of  anj'  question  arising,  might  reasonably  be  expected  to  decide 
judiciously;  while  each  nicmlM  r  wmiM  )inicc((l  tn  exciiite  the  particular  part  assigned  to  him  with  all 
the  advantages  affonlrd  hy  a  L;(iirial  cuiisultatioii.  A  spirit  of  emulation  would  naturally  arise  among 
all  the  members;  each  would  lie  amhitions  to  excel  in  tlie  discharge  of  his  appropriate  duties;  and  the 
happiest  results  might  be  confidently  anticipated  and  felt  in  the  precision,  dispatch,  intelligence,  and 
economy,  which  it  is  to  be  hoped  would  distinguish  each  branch. 

The  necessity,  1st,  of  a  board  to  decide  upon  general  principles,  and  upon  all  new  principles  and 
improvements;  2d,  of  a  subdivision  of  duties,  to  be  executed  in  conformity  with  the  decisions  of  the 
board,  is  deemed  to  have  been  sufSciently  illustrated  and  established  by  the  preceding  remarks.  We 
will  now,  sir,  attempt  an  arrangement  of  the  duties  of  the  board,  and  of  its  branches,  upon  the  most 
eiEcient  and  economical  basis. 

The  board,  to  perform  the  general  duties  reserved  to  it  as  a  board,  will  requii-e  a  secretary  and  a 
copying  clerk;  a  secretary  to  keep  a  journal  of  all  its  proceedings;  stating  the  time  of  meeting,  the 
objects,  the  decisions;  whether  they  relate  to  the  introduction  of  a  new  principle,  improvement  in  the 
mode  of  building,  equipping,  or  repairing-  of  ships,  improvement  or  alteration  in  any  of  the  buildings, 
docks,  wharves,  shears,  factories,  &c.,  in  the  navy  yards,  changes  in  the  manner  of  putting  up,  procuring, 
or  preserving  provisions  and  other  supplies,  with  the  reasons  at  large  for  such  decisions,  and  the  results 
of  all  the  experiments  in  all  the  various  branches  of  service.  Also,  to  draw  up,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Navy  Commissioners,  when  convened  as  a  board,  all  reports  of  a  general  nature  relating  to  the  duties 
of  this  branch  of  the  Navy  Department;  to  give  to  each  member  of  the  board  a  copy  of  any  of  the  decisions 
of  the  board  affecting  his  branch  of  duties,  and  to  aid,  as  far  as  may  be  in  his  power,  the  chief  of  each 
branch  in  the  execution  of  his  duties.  He  would  have  the  special  charge  of  all  papers  and  communica- 
tions suggesting  improvement  in  any  branch  of  the  service,  or  relating  to  any  discovery  at  sea  having  a 
tendency  to  improve  the  science  of  navigation.  He  would  also  be  charged  with  the  safe  keeping  of  all 
journals  describing  coasts  and  harbors,  and  of  all  reports  showing  the  properties  of  our  ships,  their  best 
trim  of  sailing,  &c.  To  assist  in  the  performance  of  these  various  services  a  copying  clerk  would  be 
required. 

Whenever  required  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  or  by  either  of  the  members,  the  board  would 
convene  and  proceed  to  decide  upon  the  questions  presented  for  consideration.  It  would  also  have  stated 
meetings  as  the  public  service  might  render  necessary.  In  particular  it  would  convene,  at  some 
stated  time,  to  receive  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  the  determination  of  the  Executive,  as  to  the 
number  and  classes  of  ships  intended  to  be  kept  in  the  service  during  the  ensusing  year,  and  their  stations, 
that  they  might  proceed  and  prepare  the  estimates  for  the  service,  with  a  full  understanding  of  the  will 
of  the  Executive  upon  the  subject. 

The  building,  repaii-ing,  and  equipping  department  would  require,  besides  its  chief,  a  naval  architect 
and  a  draftsman,  an  ordnance  officer,  three  able  clerks,  and  one  copying  clerk. 

A  naval  architect  would  be  required  in  supervising  the  building  and  repairing  of  ships,  and  in  devising 
drafts,  models,  moulds,  &c.;  and  a  draftsman  would  have,  as  at  present,  full  employment  in  making  the 
various  drafts,  which  are  very  numerous,  extending,  as  they  do,  to  all  parts  of  a  ship,  their  armament, 
gun  carriages,  &c.,  &c. 

An  ordnance  officer  is  essential  to  the  inspection  and  proving  of  all  guns,  arms,  and  ammunition, 
and  making  returns,  showing  their  state  and  condition. 

A  first  clerk,  to  assist  the  correspondence,  examine  all  money  requisitions,  keeping  accurate  accounts 
thereof,  to  assist  in  preparing  the  annual  estimates,  to  have  the  charge  of  all  papers  connected  with  money 
requisitions,  or  relating  to  experiments  made  in  this  branch  of  service. 

A  second  clerk  and  assistant  to  keep  an  account  of  all  the  stores  coming  under  the  cognizance  of 
their  chief;  of  all  labor  employed  in  his  department;  to  receive  all  returns  and  pay-rolls,  showing  the 
cost  of  new  ships,  the  repairs  of  old  ships,  the  state  of  contracts,  &c.,  keeping  accurate  accounts  thereof; 
to  file  all  offers  for  contracts;  prepare  scales,  showing  the  various  bids;  to  draw  up,  under  the  direction 
of  their  chief,  all  contracts  ;uid  agreements;  to  file  all  letters  relating  to  the  duties  with  which  they  are 
charged,  and  keep  them  so  anaii^-ed  that  reference  may,  at  any  time,  be  had  to  them  without  delay, 
and  to  do  such  other  luisiucss  as  may  be  required  of  them. 

A  fourth  clerk,  to  keep  tlio  letter  books,  and  do  such  copying  and  other  business  as  may  be  required 
of  him. 
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Other  officers  wouM  art  nmlcr  tli.'  dircctidiis  ..f  tlio  cliicf  ol'  tliis  luaiich:  officers  to  attend  particu- 
larly to  the  preservaii  II  of  ships  ill  .ii.liiiaiy,  ami  rany  iiiln  cH'ccI  iiisl  riul  idiis  upon  that  important  subject; 
timber  masters,  to  in-iurt,  incasnrc,  ami  ixixivc  all  liiulur,  ki  cimii--  special  accounts  thereof,  showing 
when  it  was  received,  when  cut,  when  imniersed  in  water,  when  placed  under  cover,  when  and  for  what 
vessel  used,  &c.,  always  taking  care  that  the  best  seasoned  timber  shall  be  first  used;  surveyors,  (to  be 
selected  from  the  officers  of  tlie  yard)  to  take  special  accounts  of  all  the  stores  of  a  vessel  about  to  be 
received  in  ordinary;  to  have  all  their  stores,  their  rigging,  their  sails,  boats,  &c.,  minutely  examined,- 
and  their  state  and  condition  accurately  reported,  that  such  disposition  may  be  made  of  them  as  the 
public  interest  may  require. 

The  department  of  docks,  navy  yards,  &c.,  would  require,  besides  its  chief,  a  civil  engineer,  two  able 
clerks,  and  one  copying  clerk. 

A  civil  cni^-iiifiT,  in  the  (Miistruction  of  docks,  wharves,  arsenals,  &c.,  is  obviously  required. 

A  first  clrrk,  to  assist  in  the  correspondence,  examine  all  money  requisitions,  keeping  accounts 
thereof,  to  assist  in  preparing-  the  general  estimates,  to  prepare  all  signal  books  for  distribution,  keeping 
precise  acciaints,  shi.winu'  tn  wIkhii  signals  were  issued,  charging  such  persons  with  them,  and  holding 
them  specially  accnuntaMi'  tli(.'icr<ir,  cni  their  return  from  a  cruise,  or  on  leaving  the  sliip  they  maj'  have 
commanded,  and  tn  have  the  charge  eiall  pa[iers  relating  to  experiments  in  this  branch  of  the  service. 

The  second  clerk  to  keep  accounts  of  all  stores;  all  returns,  as  to  the  cost  of  docks,  arsenals,  shears, 
&c. ;  the  employment  of  labor  attached  to  tliis  branch;  the  state  of  contracts,  keeping  accounts  thereof; 
to  file  all  offers  for  supplies,  and  to  prepare  scales  as  to  the  bids  to  furnish  them;  to  draw  up,  under  the 
direction  of  his  chief,  all  contracts  and  agreements;  to  file  all  letters  and  papers,  not  specially  assigned 
to  any  other  clerk,  and  keep  them  so  arranged  that  reference  may,  at  any  time,  be  had  to  them  without 
delay;   and  to  do  such  other  business  as  his  chief  may  require  of  him. 

A  copying  clerk,  to  keep  the  letter  books  and  do  such  copying  and  other  business  as  may  be 
required  of  him. 

Other  officers  would  act  under  the  special  direction  of  the  chief  of  this  branch.  He  would,  for 
instance,  require  a  special  officer  to  take  charge  of  all  the  nautical  instruments,  books,  and  charts,  not  on 
board  of  ship,  to  keep  them  in  order  for  use  when  required.  Among  other  duties,  he  would  be  required 
to  atti.'ud  particularly  to  ihe  time-pieces,  or  chronometers,  to  ascertain  precisely  tlieir  character,  such  as 
their  rati'  i^r  ile\  laiioii  rnmi  true  time,  whether  they  are  affected  by  changes  of  weather,  &c.,  &c.,  for  the 
information  of  those  who  may  have  to  use  them  at  sea.  The  character  of  each  chronometer,  thus  ascer- 
tained, should  Ik;  delivered  to  the  officer  receiving  the  chronometer  itself. 

The  victualing  and  clothing  department  would  require,  besides  its  chief,  a  surgeon,  as  medical 
assistant;  two  able  clerks  and  one  copying  clerk. 

The  surgeon  would  be  required  to  assist  in  procuring  medicines  and  hospital  stores  and  surgical 
instruments,  and  in  distributing  them  as  the  service  may  require.  It  would  be  his  duty  to  examine  all 
accounts  for  medicines,  &c.,  and  all  requisitions  for  money  to  pay  such  accounts. 

A  first  clerk,  to  assist  in  the  correspondence,  examine  all  money  requisitions  (other  than  those 
assigned  to  the  surgeon),  keeping  accounts  thereof;  to  assist  in  preparing  the  general  estimates,  to  draw 
up  all  contracts  ami  i  harlei  parlies  under  the  direction  of  his  chief,  and  to  keep  all  papers  connected 

A  second  clerk,  to  kvv[)  an  account  of  all  provisions  and  slop  clothing  procured  for  the  service, 
where  deposited,  from  whom  obtained,  the  prices  of  each  article,  to  whom  delivered  for  use;  receiving, 
examining,  and  filing  all  returns,  showing  the  various  issues,  the  quantities  left  on  hand,  surveys,  &c. ; 
to  file  all  offers  for  supplies,  and  scale  them  for  decision,  keep  all  the  papers  connected  with  such  supplies, 
the  state  of  each  and  every  station  as  to  supplies,  all  the  shipments  made,  &c.,  &c.;  and  to  do  all  such 
other  business  as  may  be  required  of  him. 

A  copying  clerk,  to  keep  the  letter  books,  and  do  such  other  copying  as  may  be  required  of  him. 

Other  officers  would  also  be  required,  to  act  under  the  immediate  direction  of  the  chief  of  this  branch: 
for  instance,  officers  to  inspect  provisions  and  slop  clothing,  to  hold  surveys  upon  them,  to  attend 
particularly  to  all  shi})ments,  and  guard  against  all  impositions  in  the  quality  and  condition  of  articles 
delivered  under  contracts,  &c. 

It  will  be  seen  that  this  arrangement  proposes  that  money  requisitions  shall  pass  the  special  exami- 
nation of  the  branch  under  which  they  are  to  be  expended;  the  reason  is  obvious — that  branch  will 
possess  precise  knowledge  upon  the  subject,  and  will  be  enabled  to  decide  promptly  and  correctly 
whether  the  requisition  should  be  approved  or  not:  for  instance,  should  money  be  required  under  the 
head  of  "  repairs,"  the  requisition  would  be  sent  to  the  officer  having  charge  of  "  the  building,  repairing, 
and  equipping  dejmrtmcnt,"  who  would  cause  it  to  be  examined  minutely,  and,  if  found  correct,  he  would 
approve  it,  and  submit  it  in  that  state  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  who  would  cause  a  warrant  for  the 
amount  to  be  issued,  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  disbursing  agent,  to  be  applied  by  him  in  conformity 
with  his  instructions;  thus,  in  its  iucipiency,  using  every  precaution  to  ensure  its  faithful  application 
and  expenditure. 

But,  with  these  precautions,  which  would,  unquestionably,  greatly  improve  the  existing  practice,  we 
should  still  be  uncertain  as  to  the  application  of  money,  according  to  instructions;  none  but  the  officer  giving 
the  instructions  can  decide,  to  a  certainty,  whether  the  moneys  are  expended  according  to  those  instruc- 
tions; and  this  he  ascertains  by  comparing  the  one  with  the  other  on  his  records.  It  is,  moreover,  to  be 
presumed  that  his  professional  knowledge,  which  enables  him  to  judge  correctly  as  to  the  kind,  quality, 
quantity,  and  prices  of  the  articles  required  in  the  department  of  the  service  specially  committed  to  him* 
would  be  of  particular  value  in  the  examination  of  all  accounts  originating  in  expenditures  directed  by 
himself  This  admitted,  it  results  that  every  account  of  expenditure  should  be  examined  and  approved 
by  the  officer  having  the  superintendency  of  the  branch  which  approved  the  money  requisitions,  and  from 
which  the  instructions  fir  its  expenditure  were  issued.  Accounts,  thus  examined  and  certified,  might 
be  sent  to  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  and  there  undergo  such  further  examination  as  to  their 
calculations  as  would  ensure  their  correctness.  Such  an  arrangement  would  impose  auditorial  duties 
upon  each  branch  of  the  Department,  and,  in  that  case,  additional  clerks  would  be  required,  viz.,  two  for 
the  first-mentioned  branch,  and  one  for  each  of  the  others. 

Under  such  an  arrangement,  disbursing  agents,  residing  in  the  United  States,  might  be  required  to 
forward  their  accounts  weekly;  that  is,  to  send,  at  the  termination  of  every  week,  their  vouchers  for  dis- 
bursements during  that  week.     Upon  being  received,  they  would  be  immediately  examined,  and,  if  found 
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correct,  tlie  amount  would  be  passed  to  their  credit,  and  they  would  be  so  informed;  if  incorrect,  the 
error  would  be  corrected,  while  all  the  circumstamcs  arc  frc-^h  in  the  memory  of  all  parties.  This  course 
would  be  attended  with  advantages  both  tn  the  l;'i\(iiiiiiiii1  aii<l  In  tin'  individuals  concerned,  to  whom 
the  prompt  settlements  of  accounts  should  always  \,.-  d.  ^iral'lc;  ami  it  is  not  perceived  that  it  would 
occasion  much,  if  any,  additional  trouble  to  cithri  ji  uty.  It  wniild  require  the  constant  and  vigilant 
attention  of  both;  and  these  are  duties  which  every  public  agent  should  be  desirous  of  rendering. 

Disbursing  agents,  out  of  the  United  States,  should  be  required  to  take  quadruple  vouchers  for  their 
expenditures,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  send  two  in  each  case,  and  retain  two  in  case  of  accidents.  They 
should  then  be  required  to  forward  one  set  of  their  accounts  by  the  first  opportunity,  and  another  set  by 
the  next  earliest;  we  should  thus,  much  earlier  than  at  present,  possess  a  knowledge  of  the  foreign 
accounts  of  the  Department. 

With  regard  to  the  principle  upon  which  navy  appropriations  are  made  by  Congress,  and  the  forms 
and  rules  observed  in  their  administratinn,  by  the  Department,  it  is  hoped  that  a  reference  to  the  com- 
munication which  the  Commissioners  had  tlif  honor  of  submitting  on  the  31st  March  last,  will  repay  for 
the  trouble  of  making  it.  There  arc  numcTous  facts  exibited  in  that  communication,  which  will  assist  us 
in  forming  satisfactory  conclusions.  But  it  may  be  sufficient,  on  this  occasion,  to  select  from  among  them 
the  b. Rowing,  viz: 

Tile  returns  of  one  of  the  disbursing  agents  exhibited  balances  on  hand $69, 761  58 

Overpayments,   that  is,  expenditures  exceeding  the  sums  remitted,  under  certain  specific 

heads  of  appropriation 69, 230  13 

Actual  balance  of  money  in  his  hands : $531  45 

The  returns  of  another  disbursing  agent  showed  balances  on  hand $103,248  33 

Overpayments   92,259  41 

Actual  balance  of  moneys  in  his  hands $10 ,  988  92 

One  of  the  agents,  having  upwards  of  tliirty  thousand  dollars  in  his  hands,  belonging  to,  and 
rcmitlfd  to  liim  out  of  the  appropriation  for  "'/rivlim!  imrease,"  applied  the  amount  to  the  payment  of 
aeroiiuts  arisiii--  luidrr  live  oilwr  distinct  hoails  of  a|i|iropriation,  viz:  sloops-of-war,  navy  yards,  five 
schooii.as,  ,oi,tin,-ciit  prior  to  1824,  and  contin-ont  for  1826. 

The  principle  wliicli  confines  tin'  a]ipli(atioii  of  navy  appropriations  to  the  particular  objects  for 
which  they  are  made,  or  which,  in  other  phiaso,  dcchucs  that  "  tlio  sums  appropriated  by  law  for  each 
branch  of  expenditure  shall  be  solclv  appliid  to  tho  oLjocts  for  which  they  are  respectively  appropriated, 
and  no  other,"  has  thus,  in  numrroiis  insianccs,  been  violated  in  practice.  The  inquiries  of  the  Com- 
missioners leail  them  to  believe  that  this  has  been  done  sometimes  intentionally,  as  the  least  of  two  evils; 
at  other  times,  uiiiiiteiitioiially,  arising-  from  misapprehension  on  the  part  of  disbursing  agents  and  others, 
as  to  the  jiroper  head  of  apiiropriaiioii  to  which  disbursements  should  be  charged. 

The  cases  particularly  cited,  are  principally,  it  is  believed,  of  the  former  class.  The  agents  were 
instructed,  it  is  understood,  to  apply  moneys  in  their  hands,  under  certain  heads,  to  the  payment  of  ac- 
counts arising  and  due  under  other  heads.  Such  accounts  were,  it  is  said,  of  such  a  natui'e,  that  payment 
of  them  could  not  be  postponed  without  violating  the  public  faith;  to  preserve  which,  it  became  necessary 
to  violate  the  law. 

Of  the  latter  class,  cases  are  cited  in  our  communication  of  the  31st  March  last,  to  which  we  beg 
leave  to  refer  you. 

The  Commissioners,  not  having  been  charged  with  the  duty  of  adjusting  and  settling  navy  accounts, 
can  give  no  precise  information  respecting  them;  but  tlie  deep  interest  they  have  taken  upon  all  subjects 
affecting  the  service  in  which  they  have  the  honor  of  lioldin--  commissions,  has  induced  them  from  time 
to  time  to  make  inquiries;  from  which  they  are  fully  satislicd  that  the  intention  of  the  law  of  1809,  in 
its  provisions  as  to  the  application  of  the  specific  appropriations,  has  never  been  carried  into  full  efl'ect, 
in  any  one  year  since  i!s  enactment.  The  theory  of  specific  appropriations  would  seem  to  embrace  exact 
and  precise  accountability;  and  this  consideration,  no  doubt,  had  some  weight  in  producing  its  adoption. 
But  the  test  which  has  been  applied,  in  the  expenditure  of  millions  of  dollars,  during  the  last  twenty 
years,  has  certainly  not  confirmed  the  anticipations  of  its  advocates. 

The  Commissioners  will  not  say  that  it  is  utterly  impracticable  to  carry  this  system  literally  into 
eifect.  If  Congress  were  to  make  the  appropriations  sufficiently  large  to  guard  against  every  possible 
contingency,  and  to  ensure  an  adequate  amount,  under  each  head,  to  meet  every  possible  expense  arising 
under  that  head;  and  if  all  the  agents  were  so  thoroughly  acquainted  with  their  duties,  as  to  be  able  at 
all  times  to  decide  correctly  as  to  the  specific  heads  of  appropriation  to  which  each  and  all  of  the 
numerous  articles  required  should  be  charged;  then,  if  the  Department  would  take  care  to  keep  in  the 
hands  of  all  the  disburing  agents  a  balance  under  each  and  every  head  of  appropriation,  so  as  to  enable 
them  promptly,  and  in  good  faith,  to  redeem  all  the  public  engagements  at  their  respective  agencies,  a 
literal  execution  of  the  law  might  be  expected.  But  would  Congress  make  excessive  appropriations?  No 
enlightened  friend  of  the  navy  would  make  such  a  proposition.  And  experience  fully  shows  that  dis- 
bursing agents,  even  those  most  accustomed  to  navy  business,  will  occasionally  misapprehend  instruc- 
tions, and  unintentionally  pay  accounts  out  of  the  wrong  appropriation.  And  we  would  observe,  that 
the  absolute  necessity  of  keeping  balances  in  the  hands  of  the  agents,  under  each  appropriation,  would 
make  the  aggregate  of  balances  so  large  as  to  form  a  serious  objection.  In  no  case  would  it  be  expe- 
dient; in  sou\e  cases  it  might  be  unsafe  to  entrust  such  balances  even  to  bonded  agents,  for  they  would 
generally  far  exceed  the  amiinnt  of  their  bonds. 

The  estimates  upon  which  tlie  appr  ipiiations  arc  founded  are  prepared  with  all  the  care  and  accu- 
racy of  which  the  falliiile  juilu-iuent  of  nian  will  admit.  Yet,  after  all,  they  are  but  estimates;  and  until  it 
shall  be  given  to  us  to  foicsee  the  events  of  luturity,  the  fluctuations  in  the  markets  of  the  world,  and 
the  casualties  of  the  ocean,  we  shall  never  arrive  at  precise  accuracy  in  our  calculations  as  to  the 
expense  of  a  navy  employed  in  evei y  known  sea,  and  experiencing  the  vicissitudes  of  every  known 
climate.  A  degree  of  accuracy,  sullicient  for  practical  purposes,  may  be  gained;  and  this  is  all  that  can 
be  reasonably  expected.  Yet,  even  in  this  case,  it  will  be  found  that  some  items  in  the  estimate  are  too 
low,  others  too  high;  but  take  the  whole  together,  and  they  may  prove  sufficient.     The  item  of  "  pay  of 
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the  navy" — tlie  expensG  of  which 
expenditure — is  liable  to  be  aifectc 
wages  may  rise,  and  it  may  becmi 
public  service.  A  few  mure  scai 
variation  between  the  cn 


iiiiiuoximated  nearer  than  that  of  any  other  ileiii  ef  naval 
iiiiiMiint  by  unforeseen  contingencies.  For  instance,  seniueir.- 
■(inie  iieeo^aiy  to  give  them  a  hounly  to  induce  them  to  enter  into  the 
'-anicn,  ur  a  icw  less,  than  the  number  estimated  for,  would  produce  a 
res  and  the  estimates. 
)een  the  pleasure  of  Congress  to  appropriate  the  whole  amount  of  the 


casioned  embarrassm 


ailed  in  the 


L'lii  of  naval  i 


Bes 

estimates,  which  has  IVei 
for  tlie  year  1829,  wa,' 
$225,000.  The  reducti^ 
estimates  were  made;  the  postponement  i 

But  nearer   views  .if  the  existing  sy 
comprehension.     Let  ns  sei>  it  in  practice. 

If  a  single  dolhii-  he  taken,  I )itenlionally  or  otherwise,  from 
it  is  a  violation  of  la^v.  .'^uppuse  a  ship  is  about  to  be  equippe 
be  large  balances  under  all  tlie  appropriations,  escejiting  tiial  I'l 
law,  however  urgent  the  .necessity,  not  a  cent  could  be  drawn  I 
for  the  purchase  of  arms.  It  was  surely  never  the  intenlien  e 
sent  to  sea  M'ithont  bein.e,  in  rdl  resiiocts,  thoron.ii-hly  jncpareil 
case  supitiised.  she  eenld  iiiit  lie  |M-''peilv  ]ir<']iared.  willienl  \'u 
embarrassm. ^nts  wenl.l  aris..  Inun  a  .1.  li.-i.'iiev  in  .'ilh.T  nf  the 
are  forbidden.  Thus  the  law,  in  ,-ainin,-  an  .ib.j.'Ct  .if  dim 
main  design,  {the  employment  of  shijjs  of' 
Congress. 

Towards  the  close  of  every  year  some  of  the  specific  appropriations  are  found  to 
ships,  probably,  whose  expoiiditar(^s  occasioned  this  deficiency,  are  abr.iad  in  distant 
drawn  upon  the  government  lei-  iheir  snp|i.ir(,  an. 
has  just  been  discovered.  Tin  se  bills  eaniiMt  be 
stances,  the  Secreta.iy  of  ili..'  Navy  has  L:-.'nei'ally 
appropriations.  Demands  are  made  from  other 
United  States,  upon  the  same  deficient  appropriat 
them  to  meet  pressing  engagements.  When  the 
nient,  if  all  the  apprepriations  under  which  tlieir 
to  enable  the  Auditer  t.i  settle  them,  it  is  .h.ne  b; 
porting  to  be  warraiits  antliniizin^-  the  |la^ln.•nt, 


ice,  the  estimate  for  "repairs  of  vessels," 
1  that  fer  '■  navy  yards,"  was  reduced 
it    nieasnr.'s.   e- mi.niplated  when  the 

ions   may  be  required  for  its  thorough 


one  appropriation,  and  applied  to  another, 
d  for  important  service,  and  there  should 
laVlur  ordnance,  which  is  ...xhansted;  under  the 
wn  li-eiii  .■ithei-.if  til.'  i-.'diin.lant  aiipfepriations 
ion  n\-  Cm.-ivss  that  a  vess.^l-ef-war  slnmld  be 
iivd  to  .l.'l.'ii.l  the  honor  other  Hag;  yet,  in  the 
II  -v  iolat  in-- the  law  of  appropriations.  Similar 
till'  a].]ii-. 'luiations,  from  or  to  which  transfers 
diniinnlive  value,  when  contrasted  with  its 
if  literally  observed,  defeat  the  intentions  of 


1  thei 


Its,  to 


a-pa 


deficient.     The 

eas.     Bills  are 

ation  whose  deficiency 

til.  y  must   be  pai.l;  and,  under  such  circum- 

heiii  to  lie  })aid  out  of  some  of  the  redundant 

thi'  world,    and  by  disbursing  agents  in  the 

UK  ys  are  remitted  under  other  heads  to  enable 

of  ilisbursing  agents  are  received  for  settle- 

I'lils  liave  been  made  should  then  be  sufficient 

e/  jHiii'iu'iit  mill  rr/iai/ment;  the  former  pur- 

1111  sinu'  elli.er.  of  spiM/ific  sums,  corresponding, 

r  puip.irting  to  be  .Irafts  upon  him,  requiring 

his  hands,  under  those  heads  of  appropriation 

him.     By  these  warrants  not  a  cent  is  taken 


easury  certain  unexpended  balances 
wh.i-.'  !iis  .xiieiiditures  were  short  of  the  remittances  made  t 

out  of  til.'  tr.'asnry  or  paid  into  it;  the  disbursing-  officer,  in  whose  favor  or  upon  whonr  they  are  drawn, 
is  wholly  ignorant  of  them.  They  residt  from  a  Treasury  arran.aTment,  and  are  said  to  be  indispensably 
necessary  in  a.linstin,-;  the  a.'.'oiiiiis  of  the  f//Y'r.y-/-/'///o;/."  If,  h.iwever,  any  of  the  a|i]ir.ipriations  should 
be  insuffi.-ient.  so  that  tli.-s.'  warrants  .if  lietiii.ms  |iayni.'nt  eoiiM  not  b."  .Irawn  upon  them  without  show- 
ing that  thi'  exp.'iiditnres  nnd.'r  them  ha.l  ex.'.'e.le.l  tJie  sum  t.ital  of  the  apiiropriatioii,  then  the  accounts 
of  the  disbursing  agents  must  remain  unsettled.  It  is  believed  that  there  are  numerous  accounts  pre- 
cisely in  this  situation,  at  this  time,  that  have  been  so  for  some  years  past,  and  that  such  accounts  can 
never  be  settled  without  the  interposition  of  Congress. 

These  complex,  fictiti.ms  operations,  in  tli.'  s.'i  Ih'm.'nt  of  navy  accounts,  were  unknown  till  the  year 
1809,  and  until  then  accounts  cuiM  always  be  s.'tll.'.l  by  the  plain  and  simple  rule  of  charging  individuals 
with  the  amount  of  m.mevs  phi.'e.l  in  lli.'ir  hands  for  .lislnu-sement,  and  crediting  them  with  the  amount 
of  their  disbursements  when  pv.iperly  voueheil.  The  law  of  1809,  requiring  that  accounts  shall  be  kept 
so  as  to  be  charged  to  the  apjJropriaiions,  renders  these  operations  necessary  in  their  adjustment,^  while  it 


has  greatly  multiplied  the  forms,  and  in. 


1  percciv 
That  all   .lisb, 


la.v.l  i 


bes 

member  ..f  the  community  (^for  every  mei 
is  presumed,  will  attempt  to  controvert, 
has  not  produced  these  effects;  and  a  n 
heretofore  recited,  appears  to  be  nccessai 


shir 


,  thi' 


that  the 


ised  the  labor,  without  any  advantage  that  the  Commissioners 

inhl  be'  r.'.piired  to  aeeonnt  satisfactorily  and  promptly  for  all  the 
111'    lorms  of  k.'.')iiiiu',  remlering,  and  settling  their  accounts  should 
i,    ei.arlv  iimleistirHl,   not   by  able  accountants  only,  but  by  every 
,■  niemlM'i-  has  an  interest  in  tliem,)  are  propositions  which  no  one,  it 
.'  lioi„',  been  satisfactorily  shown  that  the  act  of  1809 
n  ..r  that  law,  and  of  the  act  of  the  1st  May,  1820, 
ee.iiiiplishmcnt  of  results  so  desirable. 
'  a.'eonnts  be  ke|.t  so  as  to  show  the  cost  of  building 
,s.  rvi.'c,   ami   the  cost   of  ev.-ry  authorized  object  or 
lie  .-IS  to  lie  ilistinetiv  iiml.'i'stood,  SO  that  every  appro- 
din"-  as  to  the  amount  r.'.piired  for  each  object;  that 
o  another,  as  the  exigencies  of  the  service  may  render 
at  the  commencement  of  every  session  of  Congress, 
:  year,  and  the  various  objects  to  which  the  moneys 


priation  shall  be  made  with  a  tlioioi 
the  power  of  transferring  from  on.'  a 
necessary,  be  committed  to  the  Tn 
reports  be  made,  showing  the  expen 
appropriated  shall  have  been  applied. 

If  these  suggestions,  and  those  heretofore  presented  in  this  communication,  relative  to  the  organi- 
zation of  the  different  branches  of  the  Department,  and  the  duties  appropriate  to  each  branch,  be 
approved,  the  board  would  further  respectfully  reconunend  that  the  appropriations  for  the  navy  be, 
hereafter,  made  under  the  following  general  heads,  viz: 

For  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  navy. 

For  building,  repairing,  and  equipping  vessels,  including  their  w 
and  ordnance  stores. 

For  navy  yards,  docks,  wharves,  and  all  improvements  therein. 

For  provisions,  medicines,  and  hospital  stores. 

For  contingent  expenses,  such  as  transportation,  traveling  expe 
charts,  chronometers,  nautical  instruments,  and  other  articles  necessary 
provided  for. 

VOL.  in 51  L 


r  and  tear  at   sea,  and  ordnance. 


■chase  of  books,  maps, 
ice,  and  not  specifically 
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Tliis  arran"'cmcnt  wnnld  leave  the  first  item,  viz.:  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  navy,  under  the  imme- 
diate diiTctiiiii  "^'i'  ill!'  .■^(■(■ri'tavv  nf  the  Navy;  the  second,  third,  and  fmirth  items  would  come  under  the 
immc(li.itc  (liiv.iiiiii  .if  ti  r  ivs'pcctive  branches  heretofore  proposed;  aihl  tlir  last  item,  viz:  "contingent 
expeiisr.-,"'  til  III'  diMwii  uiiuii  liy  each,  as  snch  expenses  should  arise  in  each  la-anch,  until  experience 
should  iiiluriii  us  as  to  the  piub'uble  amount  required  under  each  brach,  when  tlie  appropriation  might  be 
divided  into  specific  sums  for  each. 

I  liave  the  honor  to  be,  with  srreat  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  EODGERS. 
Honorable  John  Branch,  Secretari/  of  the  Navy. 


21  ST  CONGRKSS.]  No.    395.  ■  [1st  SeSSION. 

ON  THE  CLAIM  OF  THE  WIDOW  OF  A  SEAMAN  OF  THE  NAYY,  WHO  DIED  IN  DARTMOOR 
PRISON,  IN  ENGLAND,  FOR  A  PENSION. 

COIIMUXICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPKESEXTATIVES    DECEMBER    21,    1829. 

Mr,  RiPLEV,  from  the  committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  the  petition  of  Abigail  Appleton  was  referred, 

reported: 

Tliat  it  appears,  by  the  evidence  before  the  committee,  that  the  memorialist  is  the  widow  of  Daniel 
Appleton,  late  of  Ipswich,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts;  that  her  late  husband  was  a  seaman  on  board 
the  Unite,!  States  slnop  Frolic,  which  sailed  from  P.osfon  ,,n  the  ISth  ..f  Febniary,  1814,  under  Captain 
Bainbri.l-e,  and  Mas  lakin  prisoner,  cairi<Ml  into  Halifax,  and  (lien(v  to  Kn-land,' and  committed  to  the 
Dartnio,,r  prison.  wIkmc  he  was  taken  with  the  sniall-pox,  ol'  winch  lie  died  on  the  4th  of  January,   1815. 

The  pL'titioner  represents  that  slie  made  .■qipi  ica!  ion  lo  tli<-  Xavy  Department  for  five  years'  half  pay, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  acts  of  Coiigress  of  January  L'i).  isl:;,  M  u'ch  4,  1814,  and  April  "l6,  1818,  which 
relate  to  the  subject  of  pensions  to  the  orphans  an  1  \vi  I  e.vs  of  p  -i-sons  slain  in  the  public  or  private  armed 
vessels  of  the  LInited  States.  The  Department  has  expri'ssed  an  opinion  tliat  her  claim  does  not  come 
within  the  letter  of  those  statutes.  The  committee  do  not  hesitate  to  express  an  opinion  that  her  claim  is 
clearly  within  the  spirit  and  purpose  of  the  laws  referred  to,  and  therefore  report  a  bill  to  give  her  five 
years'  half  pay,  from  the  navy  pension  fund. 


Treasury  DErARTsiEXT,  Fourth  AuditoT's  Office,  January  4,  1821. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  herewith,  certificates,  containing  the  information  requested 
in  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant,  addressed  to  Mr.  Gillis,  of  this  otfice.  The  act  of  April  16,  1818,  provides 
"  if  any  officer,  seaman,  or  marine  shall  have  died,  since  January  18,  1812,  in  consequence  of  accident  or 
casualty,  which  occurred  while  in  the  line  of  his  duty,  on  board  anj' public  or  private  armed  ship,  leaving 
a  widow,  she  shall  be  allowed  the  same  monthly  ]iay  as  if  he  died  of  wounds."  The  only  doubt,  in  the 
mind  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  was,  whetiier  death  in  a  prison  of  the  enemy  was  the  same  as  death 
on  board  the  ship. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  T.  WATKINS. 

Hon.  John  Varnuji,  House  of  Bejjresentatives. 

I  certify  that  it  appears,  from  docnmonts  on  file  in  this  office,  that  Daniel  Appleton,  a  seaman  on 
board  the  United  States  ship  Frol:c,  Uorn  at  Ipswich,  Massachusetts,  was  captured  in  the  said  ship,  in 
April,  1814,  carried  to  Dartujoor  prison,  in  Kni;land,  and  there  died  on  the  4th  day  of  January,  1815. 

T.  WATKINS. 

Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  January  5,  1827. 

The  United  States  sloop-of-war  Frolic,  under  the  command  of  Master  Commandant  Joseph  Bainbridge, 
sailed  on  a  cruise  from  Boston,  on  the  18th  of  February,  1814,  and  was  captured  near  the  coast  of  Cuha, 
on  the  20th  of  April  following,  by  the  British  frigate  Orpheus,  Captain  Hugh  Pigot,  and  the  British 
schooner  Shelburne,  Lieut.  Hope. 

Navy  Department,  January  4,  1821. 
I  certify  that  the  truth  of  the  above  statement  is  sustained  by  documents  on  file  in  this  Department. 

JOHN  BOYLE. 


2  1st  Congress.]  No.    o96.  [1st   Session. 

NAVAL   REGISTER   FOR   THE    YEAR    1830. 

communicated    to    the    senate    JANUARY    4,    1830. 

N.wY  Department,  January  4,  1830. 
_  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith,  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the  Senate,  fifty 
copies  of  the  Naval  Register  for  1830,  prepared  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  Congress,  passed  on  the 
13th  December,  1815. 

I  am,  respectfully,  &c.,  JOHN  BRANCH. 

The  President  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 


1830.] 
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1 

1 
s 

1 

President  Navy  Board 

Commandant  Navy  yard,  Gosport. 

Commandant  Navy  yard,  Philadelphia. 

President  Board  of  Examination. 

Washington  yard. 

Commandant  Navy  yard.  New  York. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Commanding  afloat,  Norfolk. 

Commissioner  Navy  Board. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Waiting  orders. 

Commanding  Mediterranean  squadron. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Commissicmer  Navy  Board. 

Commandant  Navy  yard,  Pensacola. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Commanding  West  India  squadron. 

Commanding  naval  officer,  Charleston. 

Commanding  Pacific  squadron. 

Frigate  Constellation. 

Board  of  examination. 

Board  of  examination. 

Commanding  naval  officer,  Baltimore. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Ordinary  and  naval  school,  Norfolk 

Board  of  examination. 

Board  of  examination. 

Under  arrest. 

Waiting  orders. 

1 

i   .2 
1   1 

_ 

^  5  > 

3^ 

r 
*^  > 

1  1 

"^1 

\ 

1 

do        

Massachusetts.. 

Maryland    

Pennsylvania  .. 
Dist.  Columbia. 
Pennsylvania  .. 

Virginia 

Maine    

Maryland   

Pennsylvania  .. 

Maryland   

New  Jersey  .... 
Pennsylvania. . . 

Maryland 

New  York 

Virginia 

Pennsylvania... 

Virginia 

New  York 

Virginia  

do      

1 

Maryland   

Virginia 

Penn.sylvania . . . 

do 
Connecticut  .... 

New  York   

Delaware 

Connecticut 

Virginia 

do       

New  Jersey 

New  York 

Pennsylviinia  . . 

Maryland    

New  York 

do         

do         

Massachusetts.. 

Virginia 

Pennsylvania  .. 

do 

do 

Virginia 

Maine    

Maryland    

Pennsylvania  .. 

New  Jersey  .... 
Penn.sylvania... 

Maryland 

New  York 

Dist.  Columbia. 
Pennsylvania  .. 

Virginia  

New  York 

Virginia 

do       

1 
i 

is 

^ 

I  «  >  s 
>  fe  (S  o       e 

'll 

.i 

1i 

1 

^  > 

■i 

Massachusetts.. 

Virginia 

Maryland    

Pennsylvania  .. 

do 

Virginia  

Maine 

Maryland    

Ireland    

Maryland 

New  Jersey 

Pennsylviinia... 

Maryland 

Connecticut    ... 

Maryland    

Pennsylvania  .. 

Virginia 

New  York 

Virginia 

do       

"S    . 
II 

March     5,  1799. 
May     22,  1799. 
May      22,  1800. 
April    22,  1800. 
April    23,  1800. 
April    24,  1800. 
March    3,1813. 
March    5,  1813. 
July     24,  1813. 
Nov.     22,  1814. 
Nov.     24,  1814. 
Feb.        4,  1815. 
Feb.      28,  1815. 

do 

do 
April    27,  1816. 

do 
March    5,  1817. 

do 
March  27,  1818. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Jiin.      24,  1826. 
March    3,  1827. 

do 
April    24,  1828. 

do 

do 

do 
March  11,  1829. 

do 

do 

1 
1 

1 

Lieutenant,                        March    9,  1798. 

do  March  9,  1798. 
Lieut,  and  commander,  August  3,.]7.}8. 
Lieutenant,                        March    9,  1798. 

do                             March    9,  1798. 

do  Sept.  17,  1798. 
Midshipman,  April  10,  1799. 
Acting  midshipman,  July  1,1799. 
Midshipman,                     Nov.      15,  1798. 

do                              Jan.        6,'l800. 

do                            May      23,  1799. 

do                            Feb.      26,  1799. 

do                               Feb.      1*2,  1800. 

do                             Oct.      17,  1799. 

do                              Ang.      20,  1800. 

do                              April       9,  1800. 

do                              June     25,1800. 

do                              June        1,  1802 

do                              Oct.       14,  1799. 

do                              April       2,1801. 

do                              Feb.      21,  1800. 

do                            July        7,  1800. 

do                             Dec.      22,1802. 

do                              April       2,  1804. 

do                              April       2,  1804. 

do                              April       2,  1804. 

do                              April     24,  1804. 

do                              Oct.       10,  1799. 

do                              May        2,  1801. 

do                              April       2,  1804. 

do                              June      28,  1804. 

do                              Nov.      22,  1805. 

do                             Nov.      22,  1806. 

do                             July        4,  1805. 

do                              July        4,  1805. 

do                              July      10,  1806. 

do                             Nov.      22,  1805. 
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i 
1 

1 

J 

Leave  of  absence. 
Commanding  sloop  Vincennes. 
Navy  yard,  Washington. 
Commanding  sloop  Natchez. 
Leave  of  absence. 

2  A 

'i  1 

tfi 

ill 
Hi 

Commanding  sloop  Erie. 
Commanding  sloop  Vandalia. 
Commanding  sloop  Ontario. 
Comm.anding  sloop  Lexington. 
Commanding  sloop  St.  Louis. 

Commanding  sloop  Hornet. 
Receiving  ship.  New  York. 
Frigate  Guerriere. 
Navy  yard,   Pensaeola. 
Navy  yard,  Portsmouth. 
Navy  yard,  Gosport. 
Rendezvous,  Norfolk. 
Philadelphia  yard. 
Navy  yard.  New  York. 

.    i 
II 

Charleston  station. 
Leave  of  absence . 
Receiving  ship  Norfolk. 
Under  arrest. 
Rendezvous,  Philadelphia. 

=  :l 

1 
1 

|!i 

f5    ft    tS   C. 

1 

1 

1 

Pennsylvania 

Maryland    

Connecticut 

Pennsylvania 

New  York 

Rhode  Island 

Virginia 

Maryland 

New  York 

Massachusetts 

Louisiana 

New  Hampshire  .... 

Virginia 

do       

South  Carolina 

Connecticut 

Virginia 

New  Jersey 

Now  York 

Virginia 

New  Hampshire  .... 

Pennsylvania 

Maryland   

11 
1' 

1 

.  ^ 

1  ;i 

ill 
lili 

ft  m  S  > 

:  .J 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1 

1 

1  1 

"'I 
> 

I 
1 

of 

i 

1 
1 

1 
> 

>4 

South  Carolina 

Connecticut 

Virginia 

New  Jersey 

do             

Virginia  

New  Jersey 

Penngylvania 

Maryland   

1 

•-5    . 

1  ^ 

a 

o    ^ 

J 
1 

1 

1 

-4 

1 

■"• 

i^ 

:  j 

'I' 

. 

. 

' 

I 

12 

- 

I 

Maryland    

Virginia 

Massachusetts 

Louisiana 

New  Hampshire  .... 
Virginia 

do       

South  Carolina 

Connecticut 

Virginia 

New  Jersey 

do             

Virginia 

New  Hampshire  .... 

Nev  Jersey 

Ireland 

Maryland 

Date  of  present 

March  28,1820.... 

do 

do 

do 

do 
April     15,  1820.... 
March     3,1825.... 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
March  21,  1826.... 

do 

do 
March     3,1827.... 

do 

do 

do 
April    24,1828.... 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
March  11,  1829.... 

do 

do 

do 
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Nov.     22,1805.... 
June     20,1806.... 

do 
Aug.     16,1806.... 
June     20,1806.... 
Jan.        1,1808.... 
July     24,1807.... 

do 

do 
Jan.      16,1809.... 

do 
Feb.        8,1808.... 
Jan.      16,1809.... 
Feb.     12,1800.... 
March    1,  1809.... 
Jan.      10,1809.... 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
May      18,1809.... 

do 
Jan.      10,1809.... 

do 
Nov.     15,1809.... 

do 
J.an.      16,1809.... 
Nov.     15,1809... 
June       1,1808.... 
Nov.     15,1809.... 
June       1,  1813.... 
Nov.     15,1809.... 

1 

I 

•1  ? 

.j: 

t 

1 

1 

i 

4i 

11 

1 

i 

1 

i 

E- 

1 

1 

Z 

1 

1 

J 
1 

i 
1 

j 

1 

i 

1 

•E 
1 

1    I 

'E 

1 
j 

Oh 

1 

1 

1 

% 

1 

1 

E 

\ 

5 

4 

\ 

1 

T 

1 

1 

1830.] 


NAVAL    REGISTER. 


405 


1 

1 
s 

j 

•1  s     ^ 

1 
1 

1 

1 

1 
=5 

I 

1 

I 

1     1  . 

Ml; 

j 

1 

1 
1 

J 

§  i 

i 
1 

j 

Ji 
III 

Ll 

S 

1 

1 

\ 

i 
J 

1 

5 

1 

"3 

1 

s 

1 

i 

1 

i 

2 

1 

i 

1 

t 

■a 
1 

i 

1 

I 

1 

'■? 

1 
J 

1 

1 
1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

> 

s 

1 

.si 

ll 

>  Is 

:"| 

i^ 

1''= 

s 

1 

i  -2    :       -2 
1  1    ••       1 
1-1 -1       1 

ill      i 

ph  s  o      a 

iii 

III 

i! 

o  1 

1 

ii 

1 

1 

J 

.2 

.1 
1 

J 

1 

I 

■■i 

} 

I 

i 
p. 

1 

> 

S 

1 

1 

1 

z 

j 

2 

1 

3 
II 

.2    t 

a  ^ 

I 

1 

1 

1  ^ 

1 

1 

j 

'it? 

s  s  >  ^ 

1 

1 

s 

s 

1 

i 

1 

1 

j 

1 

1 
1 

i 

> 

1 

> 

1  1 

•i 
1 

1 
^4 

I 

>  1^ 

\ 
\ 

i 

^ 

' 
s 

3 

Jis    -si. 2 3-:. -si 

hSSp^        iH  S.  >  ^  p^  w  'S 

1 

1 

1 

l-i 

!>          £^^-§^^^^-§^-2=^^^^°^^          ^^°.2Wj          1-0^°^    =    -^ 

3 

S   -'""5555  555-"^"5i""555S   5  55  5   5 -'5 5        5 

i 

: 

: 

I 

t 

c 

t 

' 

t 
J 

1^ 

» : 

^ 

-I 

: 

t 

^ 

V 

3 

'\ 

„ 

5   « 

2  ^ 

i 

i 
] 

s 

' 

• 

^ 

; 

p 
1 

2 

1 

'. 

.p 

■ 

^ 
J 

1 

406 


NAVAL    AFFAIRS. 


[No.  396. 


■J 
1 

p 

Frigate  Java. 

Sloop  St.  Louis. 

New  York  station.     Sick. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Frigate  Java. 

Under  arrest. 

Navy  yard,  Boston. 

Frigate  Constellation. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Leave  of  absence. 
Frigate  Hudson. 
Sloop  Lexington. 
Leave  of  absence. 

,  1 

Rendezvous,  Norfolk. 
Sloop  Erie. 
Delaware  74. 

Rendezvous,  Philadelphia. 
Navy  yard,  Washington. 
Navy  yard.  New  York. 
Leave  of  absence. 
In  the  Pacific. 
Frigate  Hudson. 
Leave  of  absence. 

Frigate  Constellation. 
Delaware  74. 
Furlough. 

Navy  yard,  Pensacola. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Navy  yard,  Portsmouth. 
Rendezvous,  New  York. 
Receiving  ship,  Norfolk. 

Leave  of  absence. 
Superintending  survey. 
Sloop  Peacock. 
Navyylird,  Norfolk. 
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New  Jersey 

Pennsylvania 

Virginia 

District  of  Columbia. 

New  York 

Maryland 

Virginia 

New  York 

New  Jersey 

District  of  Columbia. 
New  Jersey 

Ml 

1 1 1 

:?  sq  :z; 

I- 1 1  •: 

do       

New  Hampshire  .    . . 

New  York 

Virginia 

Georgia 

do     

Virginia 

do       
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New  Jersey 

do             

Virginia 

New  Jersey 

Virginia 

New  Jersey 

Maryland    

Pennsylvania   

Virginia 

New  Hampshire  .... 

New  Jersey 

Virginia 

do       

New  Hampshire  .... 

NewYork 

Virginia 

Georgia 

do     

Virginia 

do       
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Virginia 

Massachusetts 

New  Jersey 

Virginia 

do       

New  Hampshire 

Virginia 

Georgia 

do     

Virginia 

do       

Date  of  present  corn- 
April     27,1816.... 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

March     5,1817.... 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

do 
do 
do 
do 

do 
do 

do 
do 
do 
do 

April       1,1818.... 
do 
do 
do 
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■l.l 

.1  .s 

... 

Dec.      17,1810.... 
June       9,1811.... 
May        9,1812.... 
June        9,1811.... 
Sept.       1,1811.... 
Jan.      14,1812.... 
Dec.       2,1813.... 
Sept.       1,1811.... 
do 

Oct.      21,1812.... 
June       9,1811.... 

do 

do 
Sept.      1,1811.... 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

July        1,1812.... 
Sept.       1,1811.... 

do 

do 
Jan.        1,1812.... 

do 

do 

do 

do 
June     18,1812.... 

do 

Sept.       1,1811.... 

Jan.        1,1812 

Sept.       1,1811.... 
do 
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Sloop  Vandalia. 
Sloop  Vandalia. 
Frigate  Brandywino. 
Rendezvous,  Baltimore. 
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Leave  of  absence. 
Surveying. 
Mediterranean. 
Leave  of  absence. 
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Sloop  Falmouth. 
Delaware  H. 
Sloop  Ontario. 
Leave  of  absence. 

Leave  of  absence. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Sloop  Natchez. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Sloop  Fairfield. 
Sloop  Vandalia. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Waiting  orders. 
Schooner  Grampus. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Mediterranean. 
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Leave  of  absence. 
Sloop  Peacock. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Frigate  Guerriere. 

Frio-ate  Gucrriere. 
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^^.^y.v;l^d,  Washington. 
Sloop  Lexington. 
Sloop  Natohc/,. 
Sloop  Ontario. 
Frigate  Brandywine. 
Waiting  orders. 
Leave  of  absence. 

1 

1 

Mediterranean. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Rendezvous,  Neiv  York. 
M'aiting  orders. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Sloop  Erie. 
Waiting  orders. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Waiting  orders. 
AVaiting  orders. 
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Navy  yard.  New  York. 
Frigate  Hudson. 
Frigate  Guerriere. 
Hospital,  Norfolk. 
Sloop  Erie. 
TinltimorG  station. 
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Rendezvous,  New  York. 
Sloop  Vandalia. 
Hospital,  Pensacola. 
Sloop  St.  Louis. 
Sloop  Falmouth. 
Sloop  Lexington. 
Frigate  Java. 
Sloop  AVarren. 
Sloop  Ontario. 
Sloop  Peacock. 
Hospital,  New  York. 
Sloop  Natchez. 
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i 
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1 

Leave  of  absence. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Navy  yard.  New  York. 
Delaware  74. 
Sloop  Falmouth. 
Navy  yard,  Boston. 
Frigate  Brandywine. 
Frigate  Brandywine. 
Schooner  Shark. 

Sloop  Vincennes. 
Sloop  Fairfield. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Norfolk  station. 
Frigate  Hudson. 
Delaware  74. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Frigate  Java. 
Hospital,  Pensaeola. 
Schooner  Dolphin. 
Frigate  Hudson. 
Schooner  Grampus. 
New  York  yard. 
Frigate  Java. 
Frigate  Hudson. 
Sloop  Fairfield. 
Mediterranean. 
Sloop  Vincennes. 
Frigate  Gucrriere. 

3. 

New  York 

New  Jersey 

Virginia 

Pennsylvania 

Maryland    

Pennsylvania 

New  York 

Virginia  

Maryland 

Virginia 

Pennsylvania 

New  Jersey 

Alabama 

Virginia 

Pennsylvania 

Maryland    

Delaware 

Virginia 

New  York 

Pennsylvania 

do               

New  York. ..._. 

Pennsylvania  

New  York 

North  Carolina 

North  Carolina 
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May      26,1824.... 
Nov.     16,1824.... 
Nov.     17,1824.... 
April    20,  1825.... 
May        2,1825.... 
May      13,1825.... 
May     14,1825.... 
May      16,1825.... 
May      26,1826.... 

do 
May      29,1826.... 
Aug.     10,1826.... 
Aug.     11,1826.... 
Aug.     12,1826.... 
Aug.     14,1826.... 
Aug.     15,1826.... 
Aug.     16,1826.... 

Aug.     18,1826.... 
Jan.        3,1828.... 

do 

do 

do 

do 
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do 
do 
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May      26,1824.... 
Nov.      16,1824.... 
Nov.     17,1824.... 
April     20,  1825.... 
May        2,1825.... 
May      13,1825.... 
May      14,1825.... 
May      16,1825.... 
May     26,1826.... 

do 
May      29,1826.... 
Aug.     10,1826.... 
Aug.     11,1826.... 
Aug.     12,1826.... 
Aug.     14,1826.... 
Aug.     15,1826.... 
Aug.     16,1826.... 
Aug.     17,1826.... 

do 
Aug.     18,1826.... 
Jan.        3,1828.... 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
March  11,  1829.... 

do 
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Sloop  Hornet. 
Hospital  at  Wa.shington. 
Hospital  at  Norfolk. 
Hospital  at  Boston. 
Receiving  ship,  New  York. 
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Leave  of  absence. 
Sloop  Fairfield. 
Waiting  orders. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Navy  yard,  Boston, 
Sloop  Yandalia. 
Under  arrest. 

Sloop  Erie. 

Navy  yard,  Pensacola. 

Sloop  Hornet. 

Sloop  St.   Louis. 

Sloop  Vincenncs. 

Leave  of  absence.     Sick. 

1- 

Schooner  Shark. 
Sloop  Ontario. 
Sloop  Peacock. 
Schooner  Dolphin. 
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Virginia  

District  of  Columbia. 
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Massachusetts   

Pennsylvania  
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March    2,  1820.... 
March  28,  1820.... 
May      20,,  1824.... 
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March    3,  1825.... 

do 
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May     28,1825.... 
July      16,1825.... 
Aug.    21,  1826.... 

do 
Nov.       7,1820.... 
Jan.       7,   1828.... 
March  11,  1829.... 

do 
May      27,1829.... 
June       8,1829.... 
Oct.         6,1829.... 
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April      6,1799.... 
March  28,  1820.... 
Oct.      26,1819.... 
Sept.    11,  1821.... 
Nov.     14,1823.... 
Jan.      15,1824.... 
July      24,1813.... 
Dec.     30,1824.... 
M.ay     28,1825.... 
Jan.        9,1809.... 
March    4,1819.... 
Aug.     21,1820.... 
Jan.        1,1818.... 
Dee.      28,1818.... 
March  11,  1829.... 
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May     27,1829.... 
June       8,1829.... 
Oct.        6,  1829 
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Waiting  orders. 
Under  examination. 
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Under  examination. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Sloop  Ontario. 
Pensacola  yard. 
Sloop  Vincennea. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Frigate  Constellation, 
nelnwnre  11. 
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West  India  squadron. 
Sloop  Warren. 
Sloop  Vandalia. 
Frigate  Java. 
Frigate  Java. 
Sloop  Fairfield. 

Schooner  Grampus. 
Sloop  Falmouth. 
Frigate  Guerriere. 
Frigate  Constellation. 
Sloop  Ontario. 
Frigate  Guerriere. 
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Sloop  Ontario. 
Waiting  orders. 
Sloop  St.  Louis. 
Sloop  Peacock. 
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Sloop  Erie. 
Mediterranean. 

Sloop  Erie. 
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Sloop  Lexington. 
Frigate  Constellation. 
Frigate  Java. 
Naval  school,  New  York. 
Sloop  Lexington. 
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Frigate  Hudson. 
Frigate  Guerriere. 
Sloop  Fairfield. 
Sloop  Hornet. 
Frigate  ConstellatioD. 
Frigate  Brandywine. 
Sloop  Peaeook. 
Waiting  orders. 
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Sloop  Peacock. 
Frigate  Constellation. 
West  India  squadron. 

Under  examination. 
Under  examination. 
Delaware  74. 
Sloop  Fairfield. 
Sloop  Ontario. 
Frigate  Guerriere. 
Frigate  Java. 
Sloop  Vandalia. 
Delaw.are  74. 
Frigate  Hudson. 
Sloop  Vandalia. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Sloop  St.  Louis. 
Sloop  St.  Louis. 
Frigate  Guerriere. 
Waiting  orders. 
Waiting  orders. 
Waiting  orders. 
Frigate  Constellation. 
Waiting  orders. 

Under  examination. 
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Sloop  Ontario. 
Frigate  Brandywine. 
Frigate  Brandywine. 
Navy  yard,  New  York. 
Wailing  orders. 

Under  examination. 
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Massachusetts 

New  Hampshire  .... 
Pennsylvania 

Maryland    

Michigan 
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New  York 

Virginia 
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Massachusetts    

Missouri 

North  Carolina 
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March  14,  1829.... 
May      19,1829.... 
do 

May        1,1822.... 
May        3,1824.... 
Nov.     12,1825.... 
Nov.     22,1825.... 
Feb.        1,1826.... 
April       1,1826.... 
Dec.        1,1826.... 
Oct.         1,1827.... 
Nov.       1,1827.... 
Dec.        1,1827.... 
Jan.        1,1828.... 
April      1,1828.... 

do 
May        1,1828.... 
Feb.        2,1829.... 

do 
March  17,  1829.... 
Oct.         2,1829.... 

Feb.       1,1823.... 
March     4,1823.... 
Sept.     19,  1825.... 
March     1,1827.... 
May        1,1827.... 
April       1,1828.... 
do 

Aug.       4,1823.... 
Jan.        1,1825.... 
March     1,1825.... 
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May      19,1829.... 
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May        1,1822.... 
May       3,1824.... 
Nov.     12,1825.... 
Nov.     22,1825.... 
Feb.        1,1826.... 
April       1,1826.... 
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April       1,1828.... 

do 
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May        1,1828.... 
Feb.       2,1829.... 
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Oct.         2,1829.... 

March    4,  1823.... 
Sept.     19,  1825.... 
March     1,1827.... 
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Jan.        1,1825.... 
March    1,1825.... 
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Frigate  Guerriere. 
Sloop  Peacock. 
1  rigate  Guerriere. 
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Naval  school,  Norfolk. 
Frigate  Crandywino. 
Sloop  Natchez. 
Frigate  Constellation. 
Sloop  Hornet. 
Mediterranean. 
Waiting  orders. 

Under  examination. 
Suspended. 
Under  examination. 
Frigate  Hudson. 
Frigate  Hudson. 

Frigate  Hudson. 
Frigate  Constellation. 
Delaware  74. 
Sloop  Vinccnnes. 
Delaware  74. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Delaware  74. 

Sloop  Yincennes. 
Sloop  Warren. 
Sloop  Lexington. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Pensacola  yard. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Frigate  Java. 
Sloop  Ontario. 
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do 
Feb.        1,1825.... 

do 
March     1,1825.... 
Nov.     25,1825.... 
Feb.        1,1828.... 

do 

do 

do 
April      1,1826.... 

do 
Nov.       1,1820.... 
Feb.        1,1827.... 
April       1,1827.... 

do 
May        1,1827.... 
Nov.       1,1827.... 

do 
Dec.        1,1827.... 
April      1,1828.... 

do 

do 
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Nov.       1,1828.... 
do 
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Feb.        2,1829.... 
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June     27,1824.... 
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Nov.     16,1824.... 
Dec.        1,1824.... 

do 
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do 
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March    1,1825.... 
Nov.     25,1825.... 
Feb.        1,1826.... 

do 

do 
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April      1,1826.... 

do 
Nov.       1,1826.... 
Feb.       1,1827.... 
April      1,1827.... 

May        1,1827.... 
Nov.       1,1827.... 

do 
Dec.       1,1827.... 
April       1,1828.... 
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Sloop  Ontario. 
Sloop  Peacock. 
Schooner  Dolphin. 
Frigate  Java. 
Waiting  orders. 
Frigate  Guerriere. 

Frigate  Constellation. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Frigate  Brandywine. 
Sloop  Erie. 
Frigate  Brandywine. 
Waiting  orders. 
Waiting  orders. 

Waiting  orders. 
Waiting  orders. 

Friaate  Guerriere. 
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Sloop  Erie. 

Sloop  Lexington. 

Naval  school,  New  York. 

Frigate  Constellation. 

Frigate  Brandywine. 
Sloop  Lexington. 
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1 

Frigate  Guerriere. 
Sloop  Fairfield. 
Receiving  ship,  Norfolk. 
Sloop  Warren. 
Frigate  Guerriere. 

J  J 

I"! 
5  |l 

2  ^ 
■H  1 

Waiting  orders. 
Frigate  Constellation. 
Waiting  orders. 
Waiting  orders. 

Leave  of  absence. 
Sloop  Vincennes. 
Sloop  Fairfield. 
Sloop  Erie. 
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Sloop  St.  Louis. 
Frigate  Constellation. 
Receiving  ship,  Philadelphia. 
Sloop  Natchez. 
Waiting  orders. 
Waiting  orders. 
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1 1 ; 
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Under  examination. 
Under  examination. 
Under  examination. 
Delawnre  74. 
Frigate  Java. 
Frigate  Brandywino. 
Sloop  Lexington. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Sloop  Falmouth. 

Frigate  Hudson. 

Receiving  ship,  Philadelphia. 

Sloop  Lexington. 

Sloop  Fairfield. 

Sloop  Vandalia. 

Schooner  Shark. 
Mediterranean. 
Norfolk  school. 
Schooner  Shark. 
Navy  yard.  New  York. 
Sloop  Vandalia. 
Sloop  Fairfield. 
Navy  yard,  Philadelphia. 
Sloop  Vandalia. 
Waiting  orders. 
Sloop  Fairfield. 
Frigate  Guerriere. 
Frigate  Guerriere. 
Waiting  orders. 
Sloop  Natchez. 
Waiting  orders. 
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Sloop  Fairfield. 

Sloop  St.   Louis. 

Frigate  Hudson. 

Sloop  Erie. 

Sloop  Erie. 

Frigate  Brandywinc. 

Sloop  Hornet. 

Naval  school,  Norfolk. 

Sloop  Erie. 

Waiting  orders. 
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Frigate  Constellation. 
Frigate  Brandywinc. 
Under  examination. 
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Frigate  Java. 
Frigate  Java. 
Sloop  Vincennes. 
Receiving  ship,  Norfolk. 
Portsmouth  yard. 
Sloop  AVarren. 
Sloop  Ontario. 

Sloop  Falmouth. 
AVest  India  squadron. 
Furlough. 
Sloop  Falmouth. 
Friffate  Hudson. 

Frigate  Hudson. 
Sloop  Vandalia. 
Frigate  Constellation. 
Frigate  Brandywine. 
Frigate  Guerriere. 
Sloop  Natchez. 
Mediterranean. 
Sloop  Peacock. 
Sloop  Hornet. 
AVaiting  orders. 
AVaiting  orders. 
Waiting  orders. 
AVaiting  orders. 
AVaiting  orders. 
AVaiting  orders. 

Frigate  Hudson. 
Sloop  Ontario. 
Sloop  Fairfield. 
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New  York 
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Jan.        1,1825.... 
March    1,1825.... 
.May       1,1825... 
July        1,1825.... 
Feb.       1,1826.... 
Mivrch    1,1826.... 
April       1,1826.... 
June       1,1826.... 
July        1,1826.... 
Nov.       4,1826.... 
Feb.       1,1827.... 

do 

do 

do 
Aug.       4,1827.... 
Nov.       1,1827.... 

do 
Deo.       1,1827.... 
April       1,1828.... 
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Nov.       1,1828.... 
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Dec.       1,1828.... 

do 
Feb.       2,1829.... 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

April      1,1825.,,. 
March     1,1827.... 
Nov,       1,1827.... 
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Jan.        1,1825.... 
March    1,  1825.... 
May       1,1825.... 
July       1,1825.... 
Feb.       1,1826.... 
March     1,1826.... 
April      1,1826.... 
June       1,1826.... 
July       1,1826.... 
Nov.        1,1826.... 
Feb.       1,1827.... 

do 

do 

do 
Aug.      4,1827.... 
Nov.      1,1827.... 

do 
Deo.       1,1827.... 
April      1,1828.... 

do 

do 
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do 
Deo.        1,1828.... 

do 
Feb.       2,1829.... 

do 
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March    1,  1827.... 
Nov.       1,1827.... 
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•Francis  B.  AVright 

•George  MoA.  White 

•Joseph  C.  Walsh 

•Clarence  AVatkins 

•Samuel  S.  A\'ashington 

•WilUarA  AVhiting 

•Geo.  J.  AVyche 

•Edward  C.  Ward 

•Wm.  A.  AVatrous 

•John  0.  AVilson 

•Wm.  S.  Williamson 

y. 

Alex.  K .  Yancey 

•William  S.  Young 

Edward  M.  Yard 
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1830.] 


N  AVAL    R  E  G  I  S  T  E  R  . 


429 


1 

III 

i 

H 

■i 

1 

1^ 

Ji  i 

% 

1 

til 
^;  «  g 

••3    ? 

i  ^ 
Ii 

£ 
1 

i 

ii 

^  <^  <- 

1 

Philadelphia  station. 
Furlough. 
Furlough. 
Frigate  Hudson. 

Sloop  Lexington. 
Ordinary  at  Gosport. 

Navy  yard,  Washington. 

Navy  yard,  Gosport. 

Frigate  Constellation. 

Furlough. 

Frigate  Brandywine. 
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M'aiting  orders. 

New  York  station. 

Sloop  Lexington. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Sloop  Warren. 

Frigate  Java. 

Schooner  Grampus. 

Frigate  Hudson. 

Sloop  Ontario. 

Sloop  St.  Louis. 

Delaware  74. 

Receiving  ship.  New  York. 
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Under  arrest. 

C-iarlestown,  Massachusetts. 

Gosport,  Virginia. 

Philadelphia. 

New  York. 

Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire. 

Navy  yard,  Washington. 

Navy  Department. 

Waiting  orders. 
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March    3,1825. 
March    3,  1827. 
May      24,  1828. 
March    3,  1827. 
do 
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July     28,1806.... 
May        9,1800.... 
Feb.     17,1807.... 
June       1,1808.... 
Jan.     16,1809.... 
July       4,1812.... 
Aug.     17,1812.... 
July     27,1813.... 
do 
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Georgia 

Pennsylvania... 

Rhode  Island... 

Maryland    

Virginia  

Pennsylvania... 
Maryland    

Georgia 

Pennsylv.ania... 

Rhode  Island... 

Maryland 

Virginia 

Pennsylvania.. 
Maryland    
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Naval  rcgiderfor  1830— Continued. 


lELS-OF-WAR  OF  THK  UNITED  STATES  NAVY. 


When 
built. 


Where  employed. 


lips 


tlir 


In.l', 

Franklin 

Wushin-ton 

Coluinl.ns 

Ohio 

North  Carolina 

Delaware 

Frigates,  1st  class 

United  States 

Constitution 

Guerriere 

Java 

Potomac 

Braudywine 

Hudson 

Frisyatcs,  2d  class- 

Cong-ivss 

Constellation 

Macedonian 

Sloops-of-war — 1 6. 

John  Adams 

Cyane  

Hornet 

Erie 

Ontario 

Peacock   

Bost.m 

Lexington 

Vincennes    

Warren 

Natchez 

FalnHHiih 

Fairfield 

Vandal ia    

St.  Louis    

Concord   

Schooners,  &c. — 7. 

Dolphin    

Grampus    

P'>i-P"i«e 

Shark 

Fo.x 

Alert,  store  ship    ..  . 
Sea  Gull,  galliot  .  . . 


Bosto 

Phihu 


I'hiladeli.hia 
Gosport,  Va.. 


Philadelphi; 
]5oslon  ... 
Philadcliihi; 
Baltimore  . 
Washingtoi 
Washin-loi 
Purchase.l. 


Portsmouth,  N.  H. 


Bait 

B.lt 
Bait 
New 
Bo^t 

Y. 

re 

New 

Now 
Bo-t 

Y< 

rk 

rk 

Vor 

dk 

'y( 

ido 

Ho^t 

New 
Phil 

rk 

Port 

gton 

nth 

Philad.dphi: 

Washingtoi 


1814.. 
1815.. 
1816.. 
1819.. 
1820.. 
1820.. 
1820. .. 


1(97.. 
1797.. 
1814.. 
1814.. 
1821.. 
1825.  . 
1826.. 


1799. 
1815. 
1803. 
1813. 
1813. 
1813. 
1825., 
1825. 
1826. 
1826.. 
1827., 
1827. 
1828., 
1828.. 
1828., 
1828. , 


1821.. 
1821., 
1820. 
1821., 
1823., 


In  ordinarv,  at  Boston. 
In  ordinary,  at  New  York. 
In  ordinary,  at  New  York. 
In  ordinary,  at  Boston. 
In  ordinary,  at  New  York. 
In  ordinary,  at  Gosport. 
Ordered  to  the  United  State,- 


,  at  Ne 
,  at  Ne^ 


York. 


In  ordina 

In  the  Pa 

In  the  Mediterranean. 

In  ordinary,  at  Washington. 

Equipping  for  a  cruise. 

Coast  of  Brazil. 


In  the  Mediterrane; 
In  ordinary,  at  Noi 


In  the 
In  the 
In  tin 


In  th, 
In  th. 
In  tin 
In  the 


Wi'sl   In. 

W.'St 


West  hn 
West  In 
.Medilen- 


Philadelphia 


Pacific. 

Fitting  out  at  Portsm 


In  the  Pacific. 

In  the  West  Indies. 

In  ordinary,  at  Norfolk. 

In  the  West  Indies. 

Used  as  a  receiving  ship  at  Baltimore. 

Used  as  a  receiving  ship  at  Norfolk. 

Used  as  a  receiving  ship  at  Philadelphia 


VESSELS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  NAVY 


Ships  of  the  line. . 
Frigates,  1st  class 
Frigates,  2d  class 
Sloops-of-war  . . . . 
Schooners,  &c. . . . 


h 

•^ 

'-' 

1 

6 

4 

3 

1 

2 

12 

3 

4 

2 

22 

16 

Portsmouth,  N.  H. 
Charlestown,  Mass 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y... 

Philadelphia 

Washington 

Gosport 
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00 

Ph 

1 
2 

1 

1 

'i 

2 
1 

1 
1 
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6 
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Recapitulation. 


Captains 

('ajitains  fif  vessels  above  ■ 

j\[uster.s  commandant 

Lieutenants  commanding  . 

Lieutenants 

Surgeons 

Assistant  surgeons 

Pursers   

Chaplahis 

Passed    niidshipnicii    

Midsliii.nien 

Sailingiiiasters 

Boatswains 

Gunners   

Carpenters 

Sailnuikers    

Schooln. asters    

Captains'  eleiks 

Masters'  mates 

Boatswains'  mates 

Carpenters'  mates 

Coxswains    

Quartergunners 

Quartermasters   

Masters-at-arms 

Armorers 

Stewards 

Coopers  

Cooks    


Marine  corps: 
Lieutenant  colonels  coi 

Captains 

First  lieutenants   

Second  lieutenants.  ..  . 


Note. — Whenever  any  officer  shall  be  employed  in  the  command  of  a  squadron  on  separate  service, 
the  allowance  of  rations  shall  be  double  daring  the  continuance  of  such  command,  and  no  longer. 

The  commandant  of  the 'marine  corps  receives,  in  addition  to  his  pay,  for  the  forage  of  three  horses, 
eight  dollars  per  month  each.     The  adjutant,   quartermaster,  and  paymaster,   thirty  dollars  per  month 


No.  397. 


[1st  Srssiox, 


CLAIM    OF  A  MIDSHIPMAN,  CASHIERED   BY    THE    SENTENCE    OF  A    COURT-MARTIAL,  TO 
RESTORATION  TO  HIS  RANK  IN  THE  NAVY. 

COIIMUXICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    KEPRESENTATIVES    JANUARY    6,     1830. 

To  tlw  Jiounrahle  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America: 
The  pctitiouiT,  Farnifold  Green,  late  of  the  United  States  navy,  respectfully  sets  forth: 
Thai  ill  thi  year  Ix-Ii   he  entered  the  service  of  the  United  States,  as  a  midshipman,  and  continued 

in  Ihr  saiil  stivilc  until  the  Tth  of  December,  1827,  when  he  was  cashiered   by  the  sentence  of  a  court- 

Thc  iictitioiur,  coiisriiius  of  his  perfect  innocence  of  the  charges  made  against  him,  and  insisting 
upon  the  ciiiin"  want  of  proof,  sufficient  to  convict  him,  and  having  ascertained  that  power  over  his  case 
resides  in  ihc  legislative  (Icpaiinient  of  the  government  exclusively,  prays  that  Congress  will  interfere 
in  his  behalf,  and  for  his  relief,  by  authorizing  the  President  to  restore  him  to  his  rank  in  the  navy,  or 
such  other  relief  as  they  may  deem  proper. 


*  The  pay  of  surgeons  has  been  fixed,  by  a  rec 

>nth  and  sixteen  rations,  according  to  date  of  co 

t  Assistant  surgeons,  from  thirty  dollars  and  t' 


A  from  fifty  dollars  per  month  an 
to  forty-five  dollars  and  eight  rs 


;r  day,  to  eighty  dollars  a 
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III 


The  petitioner  charges,  in  tlie  first  ] 
Without  uiging  any  of  the  just  causes  i> 
testified  on  the  tiial,  he  insists  that,  upm 
records  of  that  court,  on  file  in  tlio  Na\ 
respectfully  cited  in  proof  of  this  ji 
the  court,  upon  the  charges  which  1 
The  oflfences  of  which  they  convictc 
to  call  for  a  sentence  of  such  extie 
of  common  occurrence;  they  are  on 
and  sudden  ebullitions  of  resentiuc  i 
even  it  proved,  with  tli 


.    nut    snstiiiKd    li\     the    proof 

mI      U  nil. I     Ih,     Ultll.  SS..S  who 

'  I  ^'Mll,  t  .,1  ,M|u,t(.l  The 
II  I  niiip.iiii,  s    thi-,  p(  tition,  is 

II 1  eLiiins  that  the  sentence  of 
to  the  offence,  and  excessive. 

:  of  so  aggravated  a  nature  as 
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ness  of  his  c 

undntt,  as  an 

lid   continued  th  >ie  during  t 
■ircumstances,  his  evidence 


offences  of  the  most  difleient  degiees  of  guilt,  and  disreo-ard- 
iit  The  petitioner,  upon  this  ground,  would  have  a  right  to 
1,  the  disgrace  already  sustained,   and   the  heavy  punishment 

1.1  111  .st  I  s|„  ,  1  ,lh  s  ll.  It  th.  itt.  iiti  11  of  this  honorable  body 
11' ll  th.  .  .ii\ii  ti.  11  \\  IS  1,  I  I  I  mist  Iniii  By  the  lecords  of 
I  titi.nii  1  |ii.  s.  Ills   I  ,,,  III,  1  u  ith  tills  |M  tition  to  this  honorable 

*'^'""'"^'" wliiilili.   WIS.    ii\  1.  t.  .1  u  IS  t  iiiiti  .1    I IV  party 

th.  n.  n.l  11  i,.|,  us  iliit  111  li„_in_,  ui.l  .  „„1,m  .It  the 
mIs  til,  )„liti..ii.  1  ^\  IS  s,,  ,11.  nsi\,  ,11,1  mil,,,  on, 111,  that  the 
'"I' "1^    ""I    nil.  111.  I  ilik.      It    III,    siiii,    luii,    thil    /lH)/con- 

ilm  111.  |..  till  ,11.1  I  ,1111.1  11  Ills  .liiM  I,,  ,,|,,ii  111,  sn.l  White 
i-.s  i_  iiiisi  luiii  will,  ll  11.  II  w  .,11  111,  l,,i  ^i,,>s  txiannical, 
I.I   111.111111.1,1  Ins  ,, ,11,111  111,1        ll„s,    I  ,,  K    .   ,ii,,l,oiat'ed  by  the 

'1^' "  'I"   'K'lil    ''^   iii'l"  Kliin.ili.   .lis si.  .lii,.Q,s  of  Lieut. 

1  ixp.  .t   In, 111   1.1.  111.  H  .1,1  Willi,     as  ih.    |,i,,M,utor,  under  all 

1  liiisiN  til  ii'i;io^  servant  of  the  prosecutor,  and,  as  such, 
111  \ii    1  th  ■  evidences  upon  which  this  trial  was  brought, 

I.  n  nit  \\  Int.  hut  afterwards,  and  previous  to  the  trial,  a^^ain 
3  time  in  which  he  was  attending  as  a  witness, 
so  strongly  contradicted  by  other  witnesses  as 


and  th 


,  thiM 


hi.l  . 


ted  for  a  long 

o\.  l--^  ^^lll.  h  h  nl  ii,>t  l>,  ,  n,  at  the  time 
I.  ll  .1.  <  i.l.  .1  h  'siiliu  h.  must  naturally 
,hl\  111  ac.  .11.1  111.  ,'  u  ith  his  own  feelings 
fouith  witness  against  this  petitioner, 
gry  peisonal  controversy,  arising  out  of  the 


p  manner 


ivhich  the  character 

I  iiitl\  ,is  to  piovoke 


,|,U 


t  of    til 


,    of  tiie   n, 

Kearney  a 

ner,  initated  at  the  abusiv. 
Di    K(  imov   pxpiesso.l 

III  tli.i.l  uhi.li  |)i  k, 
I.'  this  |„  tiiioii.  1  iii|iin  is  liilh  sli  ,uii  III  111,  ,  ,11,  sp  ,iidence 
1  111,1  (  W  Vpth.iip,  Ls.i,  ol  (-hail,  stow  11,  Massathusetts. 
.    ol  sii,  ll  1 1,  it\  malice,  cannot  be  consideied  a  fan  and  unim- 

'-.   I'.  1^  '11  ll  11  lations  towards  the  petitioner  have  been  thus 

s|i,  ik   u  iiiist  liiin  to  any  material  fact;  and  any  intelligent 
ese  allegations  are  clothed  in  general  terms,  without  specifi- 


t.  stimony,  the  petitioner  produced  officers  and  citizens  who  had  known 
_  .■  us,  who  bear  a  testimony,  of  which  he  is  proud,  to  the  uniform  correct- 
s  an  officer  and  a  gentleman,  and  who  acquit  him,  with  a  weight  of  evidence  which 
is  irresistible,  of  any  quarrelsome,  insubordinate,  or  offensive  conduct.     To  their  testimony  he  has  added 
the  voUiiitaiy  evidence  of  many  citizens  of  the  highest  standing  in  his  native  State,  many  of  whom  are 


.liii 


'11-  th. 


11.1     s 


III, 


ren 


ll  I. 


lid   lust   111,11    in   th,    (oiiiitiv,  who  have  known  the  petitioner  frr 
thi^  null  qipx    itl  111     ,11 1  wli  ,  unanimously  refute  the  unjust  inferences 

til.    Iiui.ls   .,|   till    -s,  ,1,(113    ,)1  the  Navy,  will,  he  is  sure,  do  much  to 
HIS  I  ,\\  11, Is  111,   p,  litioii.  1,  who  is  proud  in  the  proof  which  they  afford: 
ii|iis|  sti_iiii  .,t    this  s,  iitcnce,  for  the  removal  of  which  he  is  now  an 
1  It  I.  I  ll  i\ .    I'<  .  11  iiiiiiiiiH  athed  and  unimpeachable.     It  will  also  be  per- 
tiial  under  heavy  disadvantages      A  number  of  his 
sent  abroad  on  the  public  service,  contrary  to  his 
confident  of  his  innocence,  went  to  trial,  the  unhappy 


That,  will,  th 

uig.nt  ajiplu  ant,  his  lit,  ami  .  Iiai  ..  I. 
cened  fiom  these  paper.-,,  that  the  p.  t 
most  important  witnesses  were  abs,  n 
reiiKmstiance,  and  to  his  great  injui^ 
result  of  which  is  before  this  honorah 

It  is  for  the  correction  of  these  errors,  and  the  establishment  of  justice,  for  the  vindication  of  his 
character,  and  the  restoration  of  his  rank  in  the  service  of  his  country,  that  this  petitioner  is  now  an 
applicant  to  the  justice  of  Congress. 

Eespectfully,  FARNIFOLD  GREEN. 
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Charges  and  specifications  prepared  against  Farnifold  Green,  a  midshipman  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States. 

CHARGE  FIRST. CONDUCT  DNBECOMING  A  GENTLEMAN  AND  AN  OFFICER. 

Sprriflratimi  first.  In  tin's,  tliat  ho,  tlio  snid  ^[i(l«!iipman  Oroon,  bot^vcon  tlio  first  day  of  T^rccniher  ia 
the  year  nur  ill,,,,. and  vv^ln  hmidivd  and  fwrntv^six,  and  tlic  lirsl  dav  ut  ,Tu,„.,  in  th,.  yVar  unc  ll„,usand 
eigdit  hundred  and  l  wmt  v-scv,ai,  un  h,.;,rd  ihc  Tnit.'d  Statrs  ship  I  ndrprndrn.-r,  and  at  Charlrstowii  and 
Bostun,  Massa(dins,.tts,  has  lircn  iviH.at..lly  inluxi.-atcd,  and  has  cxpnscl  hiniscdf  in  that  situation. 

Spci-ijication  second.  In  this,  that  he,  the  said  Midshipman  Green,  on  the  evening  of  the  sixteenth  day 
of  Decenilier,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-six,  on  board  the  United  States  ship 
Indcpenihuice,  was  in  a  state  of  intoxication,  making  great  disturbance  in  the  ship,  using  violent  and 
abusive  lauuuagc  to  tlic  mess  boy,  and  eniployluM-  repr(jachful,  provokinig,  and  disrespectful  language  of 
and  to  his  suiienorolli:-,a-,   in-nilrnanl  Join,   Wliilo. 

Sp.-i-iii'-(i!i(>it  lliinl.  In  this,  liiai  ho,  tl,o  said  .Midslii|nnan  Green,  on  the  evening  of  the  twenty-third 
day  of  lioconibcr,  in  the  year  last  aforesaid,  was  in  a  state  of  intoxication,  and  made  great  disturbance 
on  board  of  the  said  ship  Independence. 

Speri  III 'at  ion  fourth.  In  this,  that  he,  the  said  Midshipman  Green,  on  the  evening  of  the  thirtieth  day 
of  Peeeuiber,  in  the  year  last  aforesaid,  was  in  a  state  of  intoxication,  and  employed  towards  his  supe- 
rior olliror.   Lieutenant  John  White,  reproaehful,  pn,voking,  and  disrespeetful  lan-uage. 

Hp'r,iirni„>H  liilli.  in  this,  to  wit:  thai,  on  Ihe  eviuiin- of  the  iwenty-sixlh  day  of  December,  in  the 
year  last  aloivsaid,  lie,  the  said  M  id>!,i|nnai,  iiiveii,  tlien  ,n,  the  siek  list,  .lid  lea \a' "the  said  ship  Indepen- 
dence, an.l  did  .•onlinue  al.senl  all  ni-lil,  wiiIimui  tl„.  p,.r,iiissi,,n  uf  his  eu,,,,nandin-  officer;  and  did, 
upon  his  rel,ir,,,  falsely  state  ||,;,|  l,e  had  the  | ,er,u i.si, ,n  of  thi^  sur-eon  tor  s,n-l,  al.sene,.. 

Sprrilirnlinn  srrlh.    Ill   this,   that   lie,   tile  said   Midshipman    (  liven,   on   tile  liior -  of  the  twentieth  day 

of  January,  ls-.'7,  on  board  llie  said  shi,,  Indep.Midenee,  did  yi.d.uitly  assault  and  strike  one  David  Trusty, 
servant  lo  said  Lieutenant  John  White,  ^vith  a  club  or  bludgeon,  Avithout  any  cause  or  provocation. 

S[ii-riii'-iiiiiii,  sri-rnlli.  In  this,  that  lie,  the  said  Midshipman  Green,  on  or  about  the  nineteenth  day  of 
January,  in  ilie  yi-ar  aforesaid,  on  board  the  said  ship,  the  Independence,  did  prepare  a  club  or  bludgeon, 
for  the  |ui,|iose  of  assaid  I  in,i;-  and  striking  tlie  said  Lieutenant  John  White,  and  did  post  him^lf  at  the  door 
of  the  mess  room  for  the  purpose  of  so  as.-5aulting  and  striking  the  said  Lieutenant  White,  whom  he 
experted  \yould  enter  th.avat. 

Sprrijiniliiiii  I'iijhlli.  'I'liat,  at  the  time  and  jdace  mentioned  in  the  sixth  specification,  he,  the  said 
Midshipman  Green,  di.l  use  to\yards  the  said  Lieutenant  White,  his  superior  officer,  provoking  and 
reproachful  words,  gestures  and  nienares,  jilaein-'  himself  in  an  attitude  for  boxing,  shaking  his  fist  in 
the  face  of  said  Lieutenant  White,  and  threatening  to  crush  him  to  Indl. 

SpecificatiDn  ninth.  In  this,  that  he,  the  said  Midshipman  Green,  at  the  time  and  place  aforesaid,  after 
the  said  Lieutenant  White  iiad  retired  from  the  mess  room,  endeavored  to  procure  a  dirk  from  some  of 
the  other  midshiimien,  eniidoying  at  the  same  time  violent  and  threatening  language  in  relation  to  said 
,  White. 

Sjiiri/Jriiliiin  truth.  In  this,  that,  at  the  time  and  place  last  mentioned,  when  he,  the  said  Lieutenant 
Whi  e,  hatl  taken  from  the  said  Midshipman  Green  a  jug  of  brandy  in  the  mess  room,  he,  the  said  Green, 
in  an  ins. dent  and  insubordinate  manner,  demanded  of  him,  the  said  White,  what  right  he  had  to  come 
into  the  mess  room  at  all,  and  what  rie'lit  he  had  to  take  his  brandy  away,  and  did  continue  to  use 
towards  said  White,  mutinous,  proy,,king,  ami  reproaelifid  words. 

Sprri/initiu,,  rlrrnilli.  In  this,  that  he,  the  said  Midshipman  Green,  on  the  night  of  the  nineteenth  of 
Deccnib  n-,  in  ilie  year  one  tli  iusa,id  ei--lit  hundred  and  twi'iity-six,  on  board  the  said  ship,  the  Indepen- 
dence, did,  without  any  authority,  and  withoui  aii\-  siillieieiit  reason  therefor,  take  a  sentinel  from  his  post, 
and  keep  him  on  the  spar  deek  ibr  half  an  Imur  a"s  n  punishment. 

Sp-rijiniiiun  hrrlfil,.  In  this,  that  the  said  Midshipmaii  Green,  on  the  second  day  of  April,  in  the  year 
one  tlionsaml  eight  hundreil  and  twenty-seven,  on  board  the  said  ship  Independence,  he,  the  said  Green, 
in  a  mutinous  a,nl  insuliordinate  manner,  did  advise  and  urge  his  brother  officers  to  disregard  the  orders 
of  Lieutenant  While,  tindr  superior  and  commanding  officer,  by  saying,  "  By  God,  go,  don't  mind  him;  I'll 
be  dammMl  if  1  would  not  go,  and  you  are  fools  if  you  don't." 

,Sy-e,///.7/'/u„  thirteenth.  In  this,  that  he,  the  said  Midshipman  Civen,  on  the  third  day  of  April,  in  the 
year  aforesai.l,  on  board  the  ship  aforesaid,  did  use  to  Midshipman  llale  provoking  and  reproachful  words 
and  gestures. 

CHARGE  SECOND. DISOBEDIENCE  OF  ORDERS. 

Sprrifii-atii III  first.  In  this,  that,  on  the  evening  of  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  December,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-six,  on  board  the  Independence,  when  the  said  Lieutenant  John 
White,  the  conimanding  ollieer,  did  send  to  him,  the  said  Midshipman  Green,  an  order  to  go  on  duty  on 
board  the  United  States  ship  Warren,  he,  the  said  Green,  did  refuse,  omit,  and  neglect  to  comply  with 
said  order. 

Specification  second.  In  this,  that  on  the  night  of  the  sixteenth  day  of  December,  in  the  year  last 
aforesaid,  when  in  consequence  of  the  outrageous  and  insubordinate  conduct  of  him,  the  said  Midshipman 
Green,  the  said  Lieutenant  John  White,  his  superior  and  commanding  officer,  did  order  him,  the  said 
'     ■      ■■  '•  ■  ■  :etly  to  his  hammoek,  he,  the  said  Green,  refused, 

thirti.'lh  dav  of  Deeeuiber,  in  the  year  last  afore- 
lesaid  Lieii'teiiant  J, .hn  White,  his  superior  and 
en,  then  makiii-  a  -real  ,lisl  urbanee  in  I  he  ship, 
lil.  ne-leet,  a, id  refuse  In  enniply  with  such  order. 
Sperifiralinii  fniniJi.  In  this,  that  in  violation  of  the  express  orders  of  Ilie  sai<l  John  White,  com- 
manding officer  of  the  said  ship  Independence,  ami  of  a  geiieial  regnlati.in  of  the  said  ship,  he,  the  said 
Midshipman  Green,  caused  and  permitted  a  lire  to  b,.  li-hicd  in  the  mess  rM.im,  after  the  officer  of  the 
deck  had  reported  it  to  be  out,  to  wit:  on  the  thirtydirst  of  l»eeeiiilier,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-six;  on  the  night  of  the  eleventh  day  of  January,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-seven,  and  on  the  night  of  the  nineteenth  day  of  January,  in  the  year  aforesaid. 

Specification  fifth.  In  this,  that  on  the  second  day  of  April,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
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and  twonty-seven,  he,  the  said  Midshipman  Green,  in  contempt  of  the  order  of  liis  commanding-  officer,  did 
leave  the  said  ship  Independence,  without  permission,  and  did  continue  absent  during  the  wluile  night. 


al  naval  court-martial, 


Minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  a  gene 

on  Tliursday,  the  1st  dav  of  Novcmi 

Secretary  of  the  Navvjicmin-  date  (li<'  ICih  ,l:,v  uf  (K-LiIh 

by  adjournment,  from"day  t..  day,  till  tliis  :,ili  day  nl'  |),vrn, 

Present:  Captain  William  r.aiiil.nd-c,  invsi-lnit;  Captain- 
Stephen  Cassin,  James  Kenshaw ,  Alixandi  r  S.  Wadswuitli,  1 
William  B.  Shubrick,  David  (' M.r,  innnlMTs;  aud  Rirhard  S.  (' 

Farnifold  Green,  a  midshiinnaii  in  Uu-  navv  <>i'  xlw  liiite.l 
charges  exhibited  against  hiiu;  and  being  asked  whet hrr  he  ha 
the  court,  replied  thai  he  had  nnue.  He  also  re(ineste<l  perm: 
progress  of  the  trial;   t'l  wliieh  the  court  acceded,  snbjeet  tn  the 

Tiie  cliarges  were  then  reatl  by  the  judge  advocate,  annexei 
the  accused  pleaded  not  guilty. 

John  White,  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law, 
deposes  and  says: 

i=  -    Question.  State  if  you  please  the   circumstances  referred  to  in  the  specifications,  so  far  as  they 


ivened  at  the  Navy  yard  at  Philadelphia, 
■  warrant  of  the  Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard, 
HI,  in  the  year  aforesaid,  and  contiunued 
ilier,  ill  the  same  year, 
s  ("liarles  .\(orris,  John  Orde  Creighton, 
lleiny  Iv  i;alhn-d,  Master  Commandants 
'nxe,  jnd-e  adv.K-ate. 

a|ipeared  in  court  to  answer  the 
jeetidu  to  any  of  the  members  of 
>  have  the  aid  of  counsel  in  the 

■stl-i(iinUS. 

record,  and  marked  A;  to  which 


occurred  within  your  knowledge. 

Answer.  On  the  16th  day  of  December,  1826,  in  conseqi 
was  a  disturbance  on  board  the  Independence,  I  went  to  the 
the  disturbance  was.  I  was  answered  by  some  one  whom  1 
the  ghost;  avaunt!  thou  ghost!"  Ho  fnllowed  me  out  en  the  i 
let  you  know  who  1  .am;  mv  name  is  (heeu,  Farnif.ld  (Mv.m. 
officer."  He  sai.l,  '•  Wh.,  aVe  vnu.""  I  answer.'d,  1  \v,,uld  l.'l 
to  bed.     Finding  he  was  gning  on  with  abusiw  language,  1  ,pii 


jf  its  being-  reported  to  me  that  there 
ipmeu's  mess  room,  and  inquired  what 
it  then  know,  "  Who  are  you?  you  are 
leek;  it  was  Mr.  Green;  and  said,  "I'll 
irtli  Carolina,  and  care  for  no  northern 
\now  to-morrow.  I  advised  him  to  go 
m  and  went  to  the  cabin ;  he  appeared 


to  me  to  be  in  a  state  of  int(.)xication,  which  was  the  cause  of  my  forbearance.  The  next  mornmg, 
way  to  the  office  to  report  Mr.  Green's  conduct  to  Captain  Crane,  commandant  of  the  station,  I  was  over- 
taken by  Mr.  Green,  who  apologized  for  his  conduct  the  evening  before;  in  consequence  of  which  I  forgave 
him,  (in\-iiiiditi.)n  tiiat  nothing'ef  the  kind  sliould  again  .xa-ur.  We  both  returned  on  board  the  ship;  I 
then  direetecl  ,\ri(lslii|(maii  .Instiii,  the  executive  ullieer,  tti  maki'  known  to  the  midshipmen's  mess  that  I 
had  (iverliMiked  Air.  (even's  .■nmluct,  en  emiditidii  dthis  imt  .itVeiiding  again. 

On  the  2od  of  December  1  had  company  in  tiiu  cabin,  and  heard  a  great  disturbance  in  the  mess  room. 
I  went  into  the  mess  room  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  disturbance;  I  was  accosted  by  Mr.  Green  with, 
"  Who  are  you,  and  what  right  have  you  in  my  room?"     I  expostulated  with  him  on  his  conduct,  and 


lake  use  of  coercive  measures  if  he  were  not.     He  followed  r 
at  deal  df  almsive  language;  I  could  scarcely  understand  what 

l^aniileld  (Ireeii,  and  ready  to  see  you  or  any  northern  officer." 
In  any  way;"'  and,  after  a  pause,  *'  in  anj'  way  regarding  duty; 
I  told  him  1  thought  he  was  blue  Green;  I  believe  he  was  then 


directed  him  to  be  quiet,  threaten 
out  from  the  mess  niDm,  repeating;-  a  u' 
he  did  say.  lb>  then  sai.l,  ■■  1  am  (live 
I  asked  him  in  what  way;  he  replied. 
but,  remember,  1  am  Farnifold  Green." 
intoxicated. 

On  the  night  of  the  19th  of  January  I  had  company  on  board,  who  quit  the  ship  about  twelve  o'clock; 
at  abiint  half-past  twelve  T  was  partly  nndressed,  going  to  bed;  my  servant  came  in  tome;  in  couse- 
queiiee  (it'  what  he  said.  I  went  into  the  mess  room.  Mr.  Green  was  up  when  I  first  went  in;  I  told  him 
his  cuiiduet  hail  been  of  such  a  nature  that  he  deserved  a  thrashing,  but  that  his  insignificance  protected 
him.  He  answered,  "  \nu  thiash  mel"  and  threw  himself  into  an  attitude  for  boxing,  and  said,  "now 
come  on."  He  shook  his  fist  in  my  face,  and  said,  "PU  crush  you  to  hell,  by  G — d!"  I  directed  him  to 
be  quiet  and  go  to  his  hammock;  he  refused,  and  made  use  of  a  great  deal  of  ill  language  which  I  do  not 
recollect;  as  1  was  in  ill  health  and  not  dressed,  I  returned  to  the  cabin  to  put  on  my  clothes;  I  directlj-- 
return(>d  to  tlie  mess  mi  mi,  ordered  him  to  dress  and  follow  me.  He  opened  two  or  three  drawers,  and 
was  a  long  time  poking  alioiU;  after  waiting  some  time  he  announced  himself  reaily  to  follow  me,  which 
he  did,  iii)oii  the  spai-  di'ck.  When  I  came  to  the  gangway,  the  usual  post  of  the  sentry,  there  was  no 
sentry  there.  Finding  no  sentry  there  I  returned  with  him.  and  saw  him  into  Ww  mess  room;  I  then 
proceeded  to  the  marine  barracks,  and  requesteil  Captain  llan-is  to  luniish  me  with  a  file  of  marines;  he 
sent  down  a  file  of  men,  and  Mr.  Green  was  |)ut  under  charge  of  one  ol'  them.  I  made  my  report  the  next 
morning,  of  the  circumstances,  to  Captain  Crane,  who  ordered  me  to  suspend  him;  to  confine  him  to  his 
room;  to  keep  a  sentry  constantly  over  him,  and  not  to  allow  the  sentry  to  quit  him  for  a  mometit,  and  to 
see  that  he  had  no  impro|,ei  communication  with  any  person.  The  orders  were  carried  into  execution.  I 
thought  Mr.  Green  intoxicated  on  this  occasion. 

On  the  evening  of  the  2Gth  of  December,  I  was  sitting  in  the  cabin  writing.  Mr.  Green  came  in,  and 
requested  .permission  to  go  on  shore,  which  I  refused;  joM  him  he  was  on  the  sick  list;  he  answered,  then 
I  can't  go  sir;  I  said,  no  sir,  you  cannot;  he  replied,  in  a  \  eiy  supercilious  manner,  it's  very  well  sir.  I 
answered,  it  is  very  well  sir,  and  you  cannot  go;  ho  then  ipiit  the  cabin.  I  sent  for  him,  the  next  morn- 
ing, and  inquired  how  he  came  to  go  out  of  the  ship  last  night;  and  if  he  had  the  permission  of  the  sur- 
geon. He  said  he  had.  I  told  him  Dr.  Kearney  told  me  he  had  no  permission  from  him.  He  then  said, 
he  had  reported  his  having  been  out  to  the  surgeon's  mate,  when  he  returned. 

I  fhave  not  a  distinct'  recollection  of  what  occurred  on  the  30th  December;  I  believe  it  was  on  that 
day  I  left  the  ship  in  char-e  of  Lieut.  Grant. 

On  the  morning  of  the  ^Oth  January,  after  the  orders  of  Captain  Crane  had  been  carried  into  execu- 
tion, I  found  a  jug  of  brandy  on  the  table,  in  the  mess  room.  I  took  the  brandy;  Midshipman  Green,  then 
under  charge  of  a  sentinel,  abused  me  with  insulting  language,  and  asked  me  what  right  I  had  to  take  his 
brandy;  told  me  I  had  no  right  in  the  mess  room;  it  was  his  room;  the  next  morning,  I  sent  and  inter- 
cepted a  jug  of  brandy  and  cider. 
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On  the  2d  day  of  April,  1827,  two  of  the  midshipmen  requested  permission  to  go  on  shore,  which  I 
refused;  on  tlieir  return  to  the  mess  room,  they  stated  that  they  had  been  refused  permission  to  go  on 
shore.  I  heard  Mr.  Green  say,  "  Don't  you  mind  him;  go,  by  G — d!  go;  you  are  fools,  if  you  don't  go."  I 
do  not  recollect  which  of  the  midshipmen  it  was;  I  believe  Mr.  Young  was  one  of  them;  there  were  a 
great  many  midshipmen  there  at  the  time. 

On  the  evening  of  the  29th  day  of  December,  as  Mr.  Green's  name  did  not  appear  on  the  sick  list,  I 
inquired  of  the  surgeon-if  Mr.  Green  was  fit  to  go  to  duty,  who  answei-ed  in  the  affirmative.  I  sent  him  a 
written  order  to  go  the  next  day  on  hoard  the  Warren;  gave  the  letter  to  my  servant.     Mr.  Green  did 

*There  were  written  regulations,  in  respect  to  fires,  on  board  the  ship;  but  I  have  not  them  with  me. 
I  gave  verbal  orders  to  Mr.  Justin,  the  executive  officer  of  the  ship,  to  have  the  fire  put  out,  in  the  mess 
room  at  nine  o'clock;  sometimes  I  would  allow  particular  individuals  to  have  a  fire  until  ten,  the  officer 
to  whom  the  privilege  was  given  being  responsible  for  its  being  extinguished  at  that  time.  On  the 
niornin<'-  of  the  20th  January,  at  half-past  twelve  in  the  morning,  I  found  a  fire  burning  in  the  mess  room; 
nobody'^up  in  the  mess,  none  but  Mr.  Gi-een:  I  had  it  extinguished  about  two  o'clock. 
Cross-examined  on  behalf  of  the  accused: 

Question.  You  say  that,  on  the  morning  of  the  20th  January,  you  reported  to  Capt.  Crane  the  con- 
duct of  Mr.  Green  on  the  preceding  night;  repeat  what  you  did  report  to  Capt.  Crane. 

Answer.  I  reported  the  facts  that  occurred,  and  which  I  have  here  stated;  but  cannot  recollect  the 
particular  language  used. 

Lieutenant  White  requested  permission  to  remain  in  court  during  the  trial,  as  the  prosecutor  of  the 
charges;  which  the  court  allowed. 

Mark  Hale,  a  midshipman  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law, 
deposes  and  says: 

Question.  State  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  specifications. 

Ansiue?-.  I  cannot  remember  the  particular  dates  of  the  transactions;  I  remember  one  night  Mr.  White 
came  into  the  door  of  the  mess  room,  and  asked  what  the  noise  or  disturbance  was.  Mr.  Green  asked,  "  Who 
are  you  sir. — are  you  the  ghost?"  Mr.  White  replied,  "  I  will  let  you  know  to-morrow  morning,  by  God." 
I  do  not  remember  anything  more  that  passed  on  that  occasion.  I  do  not  recollect  whether  there  was  a 
light  burning  in  the  mess  room;  I  should  think  there  was  light  enough  to  distinguish  the  person  of  one 
comino-  in,  unless  the  hammocks  should  prevent  it.  On  one  previous  evening  Mr.  White  came  into  the 
mess  room,  and  asked  what  the  disturbance  was.  Mr.  Green  was  sitting  near  the  door  in  a  chair.  Mr. 
Green  told  Jack,  the  mess  boy,  to  rub  his  feet.  Some  conversatioa  passed.  Mr.  White,  I  think,  asked 
Mr.  Green  what  was  the  matter.  He  replied  that  his  foot  was  cramped:  presently  he  got  up,  and  they 
both  went  out  on  the  gun  deck.  On  one  night  subsequent,  I  had  been  on  deck  till  12  o'clock,  having  the 
watch  from  8  till  12  P.  M.  I  was  relieved,  went  below,  and  turned  in  on  a  settee,  near  the  mess  room 
door.  Mr.  Green  was  sitting  near  the  stove  when  I  went  in:  there  was  fire  in  the  stove.  Mr.  Green  had 
a  stick  in  his  hand,  about  a  foot  or  two  in  length;  presently  some  one  came  to  the  door  and  knocked. 
No  one  bid  him  walk  in.  Mr.  Green  was  then  standing  near  the  door.  The  person  opened  the  door,  and 
Mr.  Green  threw  the  club  towards  the  door.  I  soon  discovered,  by  the  voice,  that  it  was  David  Trusty, 
Mr.  White's  servant.  He  said,  "Take  care,  sir,"  and  turned  and  went  away.  Mr.  Green  immediately 
turned  into  the  cot,  whicli  was  s\vun,u;  mi  the  other  side  (if  the  door,  with  Midshipman  Justin.  Mr.  White  and 
Trusty  came  into  the  imss  kmuii  iiniiiciliatcly  alter.  \\v.  White  had  a  lamp  in  his  hand,  and  asked  where 
is  he?  Trusty  poiutcil  to  tin'  rot  ^vll('l■(•  Mi-.  .Justin  and  Mr.  Green  were,  and  saul,  that  is  the  man,  I 
would  take  my  oatii  of  it.  Mr.  Wliite  asked  if  it  was  Mr.  Green,  and  Trusty  replied,  yes  sir.  Mr.  Green 
raised  himself  in  the  cot  and  said,  prodigious!  Mr.  White  then,  I  think,  told  him  to  prepare  for  a  watch. 
Mr.  Green  got  up  and  begun  to  put  on  his  clothes.  While  putting  them  on,  Mr.  White  said,  I  came  in 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  you  a  damned  thrashing — but  look  upon  you  with  too  much  contempt  to  do  it. 
Mr.  Green  replied,  you  (fare  not  do  it,  ami,  I  think,  placed  himself  in  an  attitude  of  defence  for  boxing: 
told  hirn  if  he  did  do  it  he  would  crush  him  to  liell,  l>y  tlod.  S  )niL'  little  conversation  passed,  which  I  do 
not  particularly  recollect.  I  think,  Mr.  Creeu  asked  Mr.  White,  if  he  had  to  stay  on  deck,  he  wished  to 
know  what  dress  to  put  on.  Mr.  White  told  him  to  prepare  himself  for  a  long  watch  on  deck.  The  night 
was  cold.  They  went  together  out  of  the  room,  and  in  a  few  minutes  Mr.  Green  returned,  and,  I  think, 
then  turned  in.  The  first  night  that  I  have  spoken  of,  in  point  of  time,  when  the  boy  was  rubbing  Mr. 
Green's  leg,  Mr.  Green  went  to  some  one,  I  think  jNIr.  Key,  and  asked  him  for  a  dirk;  he  did  not  state 
for  what  purpose — nor  do  I  know  whether  he  obtained  oni^.  The  iii,L;-ht  that  Mr.  White  came  with  Trusty, 
there  was  a  jug  of  brandy  on  the  taMe,  \vlii<-h  .Mr.  White  took,  ami  either  carried  out  or  sent  by  Trusty. 
After  he.had  done  this,  Mr.  Green  asked  him  what  ri-lit  he  had  to  eome  into  his  room  and  carry  off  his 
brandy.  Mr.  White  told  him,  that  did  not  concern  him,  or  gave  him  some  indiiferent  answer.  He  then 
went  on  as  I  have  stated  hel'ore,  dressing,  and  went  on  deck.  Nothing,  I  think,  was  said  that  night 
about  a  dirk.  I  rememlier  .Mi.  (heen's  being  arrested,  and  put  under  charge  of  sentry.  There  was  no 
sentrv  in  the  room  when  the  jug  of  brandy  was  taken.  I  cannot  say  whether  there  had  been  any  one 
over  him. 

The  fires  were  required  to  be  put  out  in  the  mess  room  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening,  unless  by 
special  permission  of  the  commanding  officer;  wlienever  this  was  not  done,  Mr.  White  would  remark,  that 
sucli  were  his  orders.  The  night  that  I  saw  ]\lidshipman  Green  sitting  by  the  stove,  I  had  reported  to 
Mr.  White  the  fires  out  at  nine  o'eloek.  1  know  ot  no  other  evening  when  Mr.  Green  had  fire  without 
permission.  On  the  3d  of  April,  a  messengei-  hail  lieeii  sent  to  me  from  the  spar  deck.  Mr.  Green 
stopped  the  boy  at  the  door,  and  directed  him  to  get  a  chair  for  him.  He  said  he  had  a  message  for  Mr. 
Hale.  Mr.  Green  repeated  his  order  for  him  to  go  below  and  get  him  a  chair.  I  was  sitting  at  the  table, 
eating  dinner.  Presently  the  boy  returned  with  the  chair,  and  told  me  Lieutenant  Bruce,  officer  of  the 
deck  wished  to  see  me  on  deck.  I  asked  him  why  he  did  not  deliver  the  message  earlier;  he  said  Mr. 
Green  would  not  let  him.  I  turned  t..  Mr.  Green,  and  told  liim  T  would  thank  him  not  to  intercept  mes- 
sages when  thev  were  s.'Ut  to  111,.  l,v  any  person.  lie  replied  that  if  he  had  ollended  me  he  would  give 
me  any  satisfae'tio,,  1  c'liose.  1  told'  him'  he  had  not  offen.led  me  in  the  least:  and  repeate.l  that  I  would 
thank  him  not  to  intercept  messages  that  were  sent  to  me.  Mr.  (Jreen  rose  from  the  table,  advanced 
towards  me,  and  said:  None  of  your  damned  presumption — your  damned  Yankee  Vannount  presumption. 
1  told  him  that  I  had  presumed  nothing,  and  that  he  must  not  think  of  frightening  me,  for  he  would  have 
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more  than  he  conhl  do.  TTo  tli^n  advanced  pfill  noaror  to  me,  shook  his  finger  very  near  my  face,  and 
said,  you  are  a  fodl,  tluMi  1nnni|  away,  ami  I  tliiiilc,  repeated  the  same  expression.  I  then  told  him  I 
sliould  report  him,  as  ii  \va->  tlic  mily  saiislartiMii  1  ciiiM  obtain,  and  did  report  him.  Mr.  Green  left  the 
ship;  the  next  day  ho  received  a  eomiimiiieation  iVum  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which  he  said  was  a 
permission  to  leave  the  ship. 

Cross-examined,  on  behalf  of  the  accused: 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  any  verbal  order  to  Mr.  Green,  or  any  general  verbal  order,  that  the  fires 
should  be  put  out  at  a  particular  hour? 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  know  of  any  general  verbal  order,  or  that  they  were  ever  given  to  Mr.  Green. 

Qiies.  (By  the  court.)  Was  the  general  written  order  relating  to  fires  hung  up  in  any  public  part 
of  the  ship? 

Ans.  Yes;  it  was  put  up  with  wafers  in  the  mess  room. 

Ques.  On  any  of  these  occasions  you  have  specified,  was  Mr.  Green  sober  or  intoxicated? 

Ans.  On  tlie  first  occasion  in  point  of  time,  I  thought  him  very  much  intoxicated;  on  the  other 
occasion,  I  cannot  say  that  he  was.     The  day  following  the  first  occasion,  I  cannot  say  he  was  sober. 

Qitps.  When  you  returned  from  the  deck,  on  the  night  you  mention,  finding  a  fire  in  the  mess  room, 
who  was  in  the  mess  room  at  the  time? 

Ans.  I  do  not  recollect  the  names  of  the  officers  who  were  present,  except  Mr.  Justin.  There  was 
no  one  sitting  up  but  Mr.  Green.  There  were  others  in  the  room,  but  they  had  all  turned  in.  On  the 
first  occasion  I  have  spoken  of,  when  the  boy  was  rubbing  Mr.  Green's  feet,  the  mess  boy  was  frightened 
by  Mr.  Green,  and  went  out  oii  the  -mi  d('ck  and  hid  hims.df  Mr.  Oreen  eall.d  liimj.ut  obtained  no 
answer;  he  then  called  tlie  master-at-anns;  told  hii,,  to  li,,d  dark.  The  iMast.T-al-aians  found  dack,  and 
brought  him  in.  Ja.d<  r-.nur  in  and  said  to  me  tlial  Mr.  Cive,,  wanted  to  kill  liini,  and  wished  me  to  take 
care  "of  him.  I  told  him  no  one  would  hurt  him;  to  keei.  still.  After  the  boy  had  come  in,  Mr.  Green 
told  him,  if  he  did  not  stay  by  him,  he  would  dirk  him.  On  this  evening,  I  saw  Mr.  Green  drink  very 
freely,  and,  as  I  have  already  mentioned,  I  believed  him  to  be  intoxicated.  The  boy's  name  was  John 
Van  Dreest,  a  black  boy. 

Ques.  (By  the  accused.)  Was  the  threat  to  dirk  the  boy  before  or  after  Mr.  White  came  in? 

Ans.  I  think  it  was  before. 

Ques.  Had  the  boy  been  rubbing  Mr.  Green's  feet  before  or  after  the  threat  to  dirk  him? 

A71S.  I  think  before. 

David  Trusty,  a  black  man,  servant  of  Lieutenant  AVhitc,  being  duly  sworn,  according  to  law, 
deposes  and  says: 

Question.  Do  you  remember  going,  one  night  last  winter,  into  the  mess  room  of  the  Independence, 
by  orders  of  Lieutenant  AVhite?     State  wdiat  occurred. 

Answer.  One  night  Mr.  White  sent  me  into  the  room  to  carry  a  letter  for  Mr.  Green.  Mr.  F.  Green 
asked  me  who  the  letter  was  for.  I  said  it  was  for  big  Mr.  Green — there  were  two  Mr.  Greens  on  board; 
I  had  forgotten  his  first  name  at  the  time.  He  told  me  to  hand  it  to  him.  I  did  so.  The  next  thing  was, 
he  inquired  what  my  name  was.  I  told  him  my  name  was  David  Trusty.  He  asked  what  Mr.  White 
sent  that  letter  for.  I  said  I  did  not  know  what  was  in  it.  He  said  I  guess  your  name  is  Mr.  Black;  and 
then  I  went  out. 

On  another  time,  I  was  sent  by  Mr.  White  to  the  mess  room,  to  get  Charles  Green's  hammock.  I 
rapped  at  the  door  twice  or  three  times.  No  person  answered  me.  I  shoved  the  door  open  to  go  in;  Mr. 
Farnifold  Green  was  standing  partly  aside  of  the  door.  Ther.'  was  a  li.-ht  in  the  room  so  that  I  could 
see;  I  saw  him  making  a  blow  at  \w — rais<Ml  my  aian,  and  leceiNcd  ihe  hlow  dii  the  aim;  it  was  with  a 
stick.  The  stick  broke  over  my  aim;  jiart  of  ii  Hew  ov(  i-  ni.\-  shoiddei'.  .Mr.  tlieen  then  walkeil  among 
the  hammocks  which  were  han,e-i)ig  in  the  mess  room.  I  looked  at  him,  tu  be  satisfied  wliu  he  was,  and 
went  into  the  cabin  to  tell  Mr.  White.  I  went  back  with  Mr.  White  to  the  rt)om;  wc  looked  around  when 
we  first  got  in,  and  dal  not  sic  any  person,  but  presently  found  Mr.  Green  lying  aside  of  Mr.  Justin  on  a 
cot.  He  had  no  bed-clothes  over  him.  Mr.  White  asked  me  if  I  would  swear  he  was  the  person  that 
struck  me.     I  told  him  1  wonld.     .\[r.  White  asked  him  what  he  was  doin--  there.      Oni'  word  brought  on 

another;  after  a  while  Mr.  A\  hhe  told  Mr.  Cre.ai  he  had  1 n  templed  to  thrash   him,  hut  that  he  would 

not  condescend  to  do  it.  Mi-.  (iiciai  made  answer,  to  thrash  na_- — to  thrash  me,  repeating-  it  two  or  three 
times,  and  at  the  same  time,  raising  hi.s  hand,  said,  I'll  cru.sh  you  to  hell,  b^-  Cod.  Mr.  Green  had  got  up 
out  of  the  cot,  and  was  standing  in  the  room;  he  was  not  dressing  himself,  or  doing  anything.  I  cannot 
recollect  what  occurred  after  that — I  went  into  the  cabin,  leaving  Mr.  White  behind. 

I  was,  at  the  time,  the  servant  of  Mr.  White,  in  the  service  of  the  United  states,  whom  I  left  on  the 
3d  of  June.  I  met  Mr.  White  on  the  7  th  or  8th  of  November,  in  New  York,  and  am  now  with  him  in 
his  service. 

John  L.  Spencer,  a  midshipman  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  being  duly  sworn,  according  to 
law,  deposes  and  says: 

Question.  Were  you  on  board  the  United  States  ship  Independence,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
White,  during  the  last  winter? 

Answer.  Yes,  as  a  midshipman. 

Ques.  State  what  you  know  of  the  circumstances  referred  to  in  the  present  specifications. 

Ans.  I  do  not  recollect  to  have  seen  Mr.  Green  intoxicated  within  the  period  mentioned  in  the  first 
specification.  On  one  occasion  I  had  been  asleep  and  was  waked.  Mr.  White  was  speaking,  and  said 
he  had  come  with  the  intention  of  giving  Mr.  Green  a  thrashing,  or  had  a  mind  to  do  so,  or  something  of 
that  kind.     .Mr.  Cicii   made  some  reply;  what  it  was  I  do  not  recollect.     Mr.  White  said  afterwards  he 

would  not  c mit    himself.     Mr.  White  ordered  Mr.  Green  immediately  on   deck.     I   do   not  recollect  of 

anything  furtlier.     The  sentry  was  not  placed  over  Mr.  Green  till  next  morning. 

I  heard  Mr.  Green  on  the  same  night  ask  Mr.  White  what  he  took  out  of  the  room.  Mr.  White 
replied,  a  bottle  of  brandy — heard  nothing  more.  It  was  about  twelve  o'clock  that  the  brandy  was 
taken. 
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Samuel  Fenliallow,  a  midshipman  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  being  duly  swoi'n,  according  to 
law,  deposes  and  says: 

Question.  Were  you  attached  to  the  Independence  last  winter? 

Ansicer.  Yes. 

Qiies.  State  such  circumstances  as  you  know  of  connected  with  the  specifications. 

Ans.  I  cannot  remember  what  passed  when  Mr.  White  came  into  the  mess  room.  I  was  not  there 
when  Trusty  was  struck.  I  was  present  at  the  time  of  the  conversation  between  Mr.  Hale  and  Mr. 
Green — cannot  say  what  passed.  When  off  duty  I  was  generally  reading.  I  do  not  know  anything  of 
the  first  specification. 

The  court  adjourned  till  2  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Thursday,  December  6. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday.  Present:  as  before.  The  proceedings  of 
yesterday  were  read. 

Mark  Hale  again  called: 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Green  throw  the  stick  at  Trusty,  or  strike  him  Avith  it? 

Ayiswer.  I  thought  he  threw  it;  whether  it  hit  him  I  cannot  tell. 

Ques.  Do  you  remember  anything  of  the  stick  before  Trusty  came  to  the  door,  and  what  Mr.  Green 
said  about  it? 

Ans.  I  remember  seeing  Mr.  Green  pounding  upon  the  deck  with  it  before  Trusty  came.  He  said  if 
the  ghost  came  again  he  would  beat  his  brains  out.  Who  he  meant  by  the  ghost  I  do  not  know — I  never 
knew  him  to  apply  the  term  to  any  one. 

Ques.  Were  you  on  board  the  Independence  one  evening  when  Mr.  Cornwall  expostulated  with  Mr. 
Green  about  having  a  fire  after  9  o'clock?  State  what  passed,  and,  as  nearly  as  you  can,  when  it 
occurred. 

Ans.  I  remember  one  cvciiing  when  Mr.  Cornwall,  Mr.  Key,  and  myself  had  been  at  a  wedding;  I 
think  it  was  the  11th  of  January;  wo  came  on  board,  I  think,  between  11  and  12  at  night;  found  on  deck 
Mr.  Green  and  a  niidsliiimian,  the  officer  of  the  deck,  and  I  think  we  all  turned  in  excepting  Mr.  Green. 
There  was  a  fire  in  the  stove  wiien  \vc  came  du  board.  Mr.  Green  presently  went  to  put  more  wood  in 
the  stove.  Mr.  Cornwall,  who  was  tin'  cxrciuivo  oflicer  at  the  time,  told  him  it  was  against  the  orders 
of  the  ship  to  make  a  fire,  and  said  siuiiciliiii--  aliout  the  other  midshipmen  taking  advantage  of  him  while 
in  the  execution  of  his  duty;  and  told  Mr.  Green  that  no  gentleman  would  take  that  advantage.  Mr. 
Green  replied,  "  If  you  say  I  am  no  gentleman  you  lie,  sir."  Some  other  conversation  occurred  which  I  do 
not  particularly  recollect,  and  I  believe  the  fire  was  extinguished. 

Cross-examined: 

Ques.  Where  was  Mr.  Green  standing  when  Trusty  came  in,  and  when  he  threw  the  stick? 
Ans.  As  nearly  as  I  can  recollect  he  was  standing  about  six  or  eight  feet  from  the  door,  and  in  front 
of  it. 

Dr.  John  A.  Kearnej',  surgeon  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law, 
deposes  and  says: 

Question.  Were  you  attached  to  the  station  at  Charlestown,  Massachusetts,  during  the  last  winter, 
as  the  surgeon? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Ques^  Do  you  recollect  Mr.  Farnifold  Green's  being  on  the  sick  list  on  or  about  the  26th  of  December 
last? 

Ans.  I  do  not  remember  particularly  the  date,  but  about  that  time  he  was  on  the  sick  list. 

Ques.  Did  he  apply  to  you  for,  and  obtain  permission  from  you,  to  go  on  shore  on  the  26th  of 
December? 

Ans.  No. 

Ques.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Green  repeatedly,  during  the  last  winter  and  spring,  on  board  the  Indepen- 
dence and  at  Charlestown  and  Boston? 

Ans.  I  have  seen  him  on  board  the  ship  and  at  Charlestown  repeatedly. 

Ques.  What  do  you  know  in  relation  to  the  first  specification  of  the  first  charge? 

Ans.  I  know  nothing  personally  of  the  transactions  on  board  the  Independence;  I  lived  in  the  same 
house  at  Charlestown  with  Mr.  Gi'een,  but  in  a  different  mess.  I  have  seen  him  intoxicated  during  the 
period  embraced  in  the  specification.  Once  I  saw  him  carried,  by  the  servant,  by  the  room  where  I 
messed  with  some  other  officers,  to  bed.     We  were  attracted  by  the  noise  made  in  taking  him. 

Cross-examined  on  behalf  of  the  accused: 

Ques.  Did  you  go  out  of  your  room  when  Mr.  Green  was  taken  by? 

Ans.  I  went  to  the  door,  opened  it  with  the  other  gentlemen,  saw  what  I  have  stated,  and  returned. 
Ques.  Do  you  know  how  Mr.  Green  had  been  engaged;  whether  dining  with  company,  or  not? 
Ans.  I  do  not  know. 

Charles  F.  Kiander,  a  private  in  the  marine  corps,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and 
says: 

Question.  Were  you  on  board  the  Independence,  as  a  sentry,  on  the  19th  of  December  last? 

Ansioer.  I  was,  on  some  night  in  December,  near  Christmas. 

Ques.  AVere  you  taken  from  your  post;  by  whom,  and  what  occurred? 

Ans.  I  was  posted  at  the  cabin  door,  from  12  midnight.  At  half-past  12,  a  boy  was  passing  up  the 
ladder;  I  beckoned  him  to  come  to  me;  I  asked  him  if  he  could  have  the  goodness  to  give  me  a  drink  of 
water.  Ho  went  upon  deck,  and  presently  a  midshipman  came  to  me,  asked  me  where  the  corporal  of  the 
guard  was.  I  told  him  he  was  somewhere  forward  in  the  ship,  and  I  could  not  call  him  loud.  I  suppose 
the  midshipman  himself  found  out  the  corporal,  for  when  he  came  to  me,  he  asked  what  I  had  been  doing; 
he  was  ordered  to  relieve  me.  I  answered,  I  asked  the  boy,  as  he  was  passing  by,  for  a  drink  of  water. 
I  was  then  relieved,  and  brought  upon  the  spar  deck,  before  the  officer  of  the  deck.     I  do  not  know  who 
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the  midshipman  was  that  came  down  to  me;  it  was  not  Mr.  Green.     I  stood  at  the  fife  rail  till  2  o'clock- 
when  I  was  taken,  by  order  of  Mr.  Green,  to  be  put  on  post  at  tlie  larboard  g-augway,  on  the  spar  deck.' 

Lieutenant  White,  again  called: 

Que.-<li<>n.  Look  at  tho  iiapors  sliowii  yoii;  were  you  present  when  these  depositions  were  taken? 
State  how  thoy  w.To  tako,,.^ai„l  wlinv  xvas  Mr.  (Jreen? 

Jn!<irer.  Tiio  ouo  1  li  iM  in  my  h:iiid,  (tlie  dopusition  of  Van  Driest)  was  taken  in  the  cabin  of  the 
Indepiendciu-c.      I  was  prL-;'iif. 

The  acciisod  suKiniUod  a  paper,  which  he  stated  he  had  drawn  up  in  the  presence  of  the  justice  of 
the  peace,  al  tho  t  imo  .  ,1'  taking  the  various  depositious,  which  the  judge  advocate  had  stated  his  intention 
to  offer  ill  cvidonco:   wliich  was  read,  annexed,  and  marked  (1.) 

The  jud-'o  advocate  stated  to  the  court,  that,  ttudei'  tlic  circumstances  which  now  presented  them- 
selves, he  sliould  withdraw  all  thi'  dop; isit ions,  and  rest  the  t<'stiniony. 

The  defendant  .lilered  in  evidence  tlie  ,|ep,,sit Ions  of  Midsluir.iien  M'Kinstry,  Hooe,  and  Justin;  the 
same  having  \>rru  taken  l.y  an  oid.T  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  18th  February,  1827,  and 
severally  tak-n  in  tli.'  pic^-nce  ,,['  Lieutenant  J.  White,  the  prosecutor,  and  by  him  cross-examined.  The 
said  order  of  the  .-i,  letaiy  is  herewith  olfer<!d  to  the  court;  read,  annexed,  and  marked  (1  A.) 

The  judge  advo.Mie  staled  that  the  depositiens  of  witnesses,  taken  in  this  manner,  can  only  be 
received  in  evidence  Ky  consent;  ami  the  pa[)er  just  presented  by  the  accused,  amounts,  according  to  his 
view  of  it,  to  a  pretext  against  all  such  depositions,  and  cannot  be  considei-ed  as  conseutim^-  to  the  intro- 
•!n.  And  alilmug:,  the  accused  has,  SO  far,  availed  himself  of  the  right  which  he 
to  th  ■  dep  .-itious  of  other  witnesses,  taken  at  the  same  time,  and  when  he  was 
MeiiiiMii  to  take  such  evidence;  yet,  the  judge  advocate  will  waive  all  objection  to 
d  ci.nscni  In  their  being  read. 

I  to  receive  the  depositions  under  the  suggestions  that  had  been  made. 
I  read  in  evidence  the  deposition  of  Midshipman  Justin,   aniK.'xed,   and  marked  (2); 
nstry,  annexed,  and  marked  (3);  of  Midshipman  Hoie,   (4);  of  John  Tufts,  (5);  of 
iy);  of  Dr.  Kennon,  (7). 

Francis  S.  Key,  a  witness,  produced,  sworn,  and  examined,  on  behalf  the  accused,  deposes  and  says: 

Question.  AVere  you  on  board  the  ship  Independence,  lying  at  Charlestown,  during  the  last  winter 
and  spring,  and  in  what  capacity? 

Ansmn-.  I  was  on  board  for  three  or  four  weeks,  as  a  midshipman.     I  joined  the  ship  early  in  January. 

Quf>i.  Relate  your  knowledge  of  the  circumstances  set  forth  in  the  charges  and  specifications  against 
Mr.  (ireeu,  atid  of  his  general  conduct  and  character  on  board  the  ship? 

J;/s.  1  have  known  Mr.  Green  for  a  number  of  years,  and  never  knew  him  to  be  intoxicated.  I  knew 
nothin,-'  ef  th"  circumstances  of  Trusty  being  struck,  further  than  that  there  was  a  stick  thrown,  which 
fell  inside  ..r  the  steerage,  against  the  bulk-head.  I  was  in  my  hanimock,  and  cannot  say  who  threw  it, 
or  at  ^vhoiu  it  was  thrown.  I  know  nothing  of  Mr.  Green's  prepaiiiig  himself  with  a  dub,  or  posting 
himself  at  the  door,  for  the  purpose  of  striking  Mr.  \\'li!te.  I  remember  one  night  Mr.  White  came  into 
the  room;  he  told  Mr.  Green  he  came  there  loi-  the  purpose  of  .giving  him  adamiie.l  tin-ashing.  Mr.  Green 
posted  himself  in  an  attitude  for  defending  hinisiir:  as  lor  puttiiig  his  fist  near  Mr.  White's  face,  I  did 
not  see  it.  Mr.  Green  said,  as  nearly  as  1  cm  recellect  his  words,  "  Ly  heaven,  sir,  you  dai-e  not  thrash 
me."  There  was  some  conversation  jiassed;  I  do  nut  recollect  wlietlau-  or  imt  ^Ir.  (rreen  used  the 
expression  that  he  would  crush  him  to  hell;  1  laid  down  in  my  hamme.-k,  ami  took  luit  little  notice  of 
what  passed.  I  was  asleep  when  Mr.  ^Vllite  came  in,  and  tin,'  first  words  which  I  particularly  remember, 
were  what  I  have  stated.  Mr.  Green  came  to  my  hammock,  and  asked  me  if  I  thought  him  intoxicated? 
Mr.  White  had  accused  him  of  being  intoxicated.  I  said  no.  Whether  this  was  before  or  after  what  I 
have  stated,  I  do  not  recollect.  I  also  recollect  Mr.  White  directing  Mr.  Green  to  go  on  deck.  Mr. 
Green  asked  him  what  he  was  to  go  ,,ii  de(dv  for?  how  he  was  to  dress  liimsidr?  I  do' not  recollect  the 
language  used  by  ^Ir.  WHiite  in  reply;  the  snlistance  t.f  it  was,  that  he  wc  to  prepare  himself  to  spend  a 
cold  night  on  the  si)ar  deck.  Mr.  Creeii  went  on  deck  with  Mr.  While,  ami  alter  a  lew  minutes,  returned 
to  the  steerage.  1  think  a  guard  ot  marines  was  thou  sentfor,  and  one  of  them  p  .sled  near  the  mess  room 
on  the  gun  deck.  I  do  not  know  of  Mr.  Green  saying  an3'thiug  about  a  dirk,  aliei  his  return  to  the  room; 
he  made  no  noise,  and  what  he  did  say  was  in  a  low  voice.  I  do  not  rememlnr  aiiyilun-  of  the  taking  of 
the  jug  of  brandy.  On  one  evening  I  had  been  to  a  wedding;  on  my  r(  iiirii  it  ^vas  very  cold,  and  I 
made  a  fire  Mr.  Cornwall  jumped  up,  ordered  Mr.  Green  to  put  it  out,  and  tlirew  water  on  it.  I  told 
him  I  made  the  fire.  It  was  a  general  habit  on  board  the  ship  to  make  fifes,  and  I  do  not  know  that  one 
of  the  ofBcers  did  it  more  frequently  than  another.  I  have  no  particular  recollection  of  any  ofiicer  making 
a  fire  except  in  the  instance  I  have  mentioned,  when  I  made  it. 

Ques.  After  Mr.  White  threatened  to  thrash  Mr.  Green,  did  you  hear  him  say  he  would  not  commit 
himself? 

Ans.  I  think  he  remarked  to  Mr.  Green,  he  was  trying  to  get  him  to  commit  himself;  but  that  he 
would  not  commit  himself. 

Ques.  (By  the  court.)  How  long  before  the  conversation  between  ifr.  AVhito  and  Mr.  Green,  which 
you  have  related,  had  the  stick  been  thrown? 

Ans.  I  do  not  recollect  whether  it  was  that  night  or  not. 

Ques.  When  you  returned  from  the  wedding  the  night  you  have  spoken  of,  where  did  you  see 
Mr.  Green  on  your  first  getting  on  board? 

Ans.  I  cannot  positively  say;  I  think  it  was  below. 

Ques.  Are  you  certain  that  you  saw  a  stick  thrown  at  the  time  you  have  mentioned,  or  did  you  hear 
one  had  been  thrown? 

Ans.  I  did  not  see  the  stick  thrown.  I  distinctly  remember  hearing  it  strike  the  bulkhead,  and  fall 
inside  of  the  mess  room. 

Ques.  Did  you  hear  any  one  at  the  door  at  the  time? 

Ans.  I  do  not  recollect. 

George  W.  Palmer,  a  surgeon's  mate  in  the  army  of  tho  United  States,  being  duly  sworn  ac*cording 
to  law,  deposes  and  says: 
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Question.  Were  you  on  board  the  sliip  Independence,  at  Charlestown,  during  the  late  winter  or 
spring,  and  in  what  capacity? 

Ansuier.  I  was  on  board  in  the  capacity  of  assistant  surgeon  from  December  20th  till  June.  I  lived 
on  shore. 

Ques.  Relate  what  you  know  of  the  matters  in  the  charges  and  specifications  of  Mr.  Green. 

Ans.  I  do  not  know  of  his  being  intoxicated ;  he  may  have  been  excited.  I  remember  two  instances 
when  I  thought  him  excited;  once  was  an  evening  when  I  was  on  board  the  ship,  with  a  good  many 
officers.  Something  was  said  about  a  ghost.  I  do  not  know  how  far  the  term  intoxicated  extended. 
He  conversed  regularly — he  had  the  use  of  his  reason  and  limbs.  There  was  company  on  board;  we  had 
all  been  drinking  more  or  less.  The  other  occasion  was  in  Boston,  when  we  met  Mr.  Jones,  from  New 
York,  when  I  think  Mr.  Green  might  have  been  excited  by  wine.  It  was  at  the  Exchange  Coffee  House. 
I  think  we  did  not  dine  there.  There  was  several  of  us  there,  and  we  drank  some  wine.  Mr.  Green 
walked  to  the  boarding-house,  a  distance  of  from  half  to  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  or  more.  It  was  in  a 
public  sitting-room  attached  to  the  dining-room.  There  was  no  riotous  or  disorderly  conduct.  On  the 
first  occasion  I  have  mentioned,  Mr.  White  came  into  the  room — I  think  it  was  after  ten  o'clock — the 
room  was  somewhat  dark — Mr.  Green  was  still  up.  As  Mr.  White  came  in  Mr.  Green  said.  Who  are 
you?  and  perhaps  I'epeated  the  question.  I  believe  I  was  not  in  bed  yet.  Mr.  White,  if  I  recollect  right, 
then  advanced  a  little,  and  said,  "  Damn  you,  sir,  I'll  let  you  know,"  or  something  to  that  effect,  and  left 
the  room.  Mr.  Green,  I  think,  said,  "  Avaunt,  thou  ghost!  "  whether  as  Mr.  White  came  in,  or  as  he  left 
the  room,  I  cannot  recollect. 

Cross-examined: 

Ques.  You  have  mentioned  that  Mr.  Green  walked  from  the  Exchange  Coffee  House  to  the  boarding- 
house  on  that  occasion;  did  he  walk  without  assistance,  and  how  did  he  get  to  bed? 

Ans.  We  walked  home  together,  arm  in  arm.  I  gave  him  no  assistance,  because  I  had  been  drink- 
ing as  much  wine  as  he  had.  He  went  to  bed  with  me  without  assistance;  it  was  about  11  P.  M.  when 
we  went  home. 

Ques.  You  have  said  something  was  said  about  the  ghost  on  board  the  ship;  was  there  anything 
more  said  than  you  have  mentioned? 

Ans.  I  do  not  remember. 

Ques.  Do  you  know  who  was  alluded  to  by  the  term  ghost? 

Ans.  I  do  not  remember  ever  hearing  Mr.  Green  say,  or  any  other  person  in  Mr.  Green's  presence 
say,  who  was  alluded  to. 

Ques.  (By  the  court.)  How  came  you  to  remain  on  board  the  ship  the  night  you  have  spoken  of? 

Ans.  I  was  invited  to  do  so  by  some  one  of  the  gentlemen  on  board. 

Joseph  S.  Cornwall,  late  a  midshipman  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  a  witness,  produced,  sworn, 
and  examined  on  behalf  of  the  accused,  deposes  and  says : 

Question.  Were  you  on  board  of,  or  attached  to  the  ship  Independence,  during  the  last  winter  and 
spring?  How  long,  and  in  what  capacity?  Relate  all  you  know  of  the  matters  mentioned  in  the  charges 
and  specifications  against  Mr.  Green. 

Anstve7\  1  was  there  during  tlie  last  winter,  a  midshipman,  as  executive  officer  under  Mr.  White. 
I  went  on  board  the  Independence  during  the  montlis  of  I)(>cember  and  January.  I  cannot  say  whether 
during  the  whole  time.  I  knew  Mr.  Cin  i],  mid  diil  iKit  know  him  to  be  intoxicated  and  expose  himself 
during  the  time  mentioned.  On  (uic  nccasi.ni,  in  the  nmnlh  uf  December,  when  Dr.  Palmer  was  there,  I 
thought  Mr.  Green  somewhat  excitc<l,  but  by  n.i  moans  intuxicatcd.  That  was  the  only  instance  I  know 
of.  I  saw  very  little  of  Mr.  Green  on  shore.  We  messed  in  the  same  room  until  the  midsiiipmen  of  the 
Java  came  on  board.  I  was  a  messmate  of  Mr.  Green  about  three  or  four  months.  About  the  middle  of 
December  we  had  a  number  of  gentlemen  on  board  the  ship — it  was  the  same  evening  I  have  already 
spoken  of.  Mr.  White  ull.iwcd  us  liglits  and  fires  after  the  usual  hour;  whether  ten  or  eleven  o'clock  I 
do  not  remember,  lie  ni|uisi((l  me  to  see  them  out  at  the  hour  mentioned.  I  saw  them  out,  and 
turned  into  my  hamuKMk.  .\s  I  wa.s  dozing,  was  awaked  by  the  voice  of  Mr.  Green,  saying,  "What  ghost 
is  that?"  He  again  said,  "  Avaujil,  tiiou  ghost!  "  Mr.  White  stepped  forward  to  the  stove;  seeing  him  step 
forward  I  rose  in  my  hammock,  and  said,  "Mr.  White,  the  fire  is  out."  Mr.  Green  asked  him,  "Who  are 
you,  sir?"  (Mr.  White  had  a  cloak  wrapped  around  him.)  "  Are  you  the  ghost  that  has  been  cruising  about 
the  ship  for  some  time  past?"  Mr.  White  then  said,  "By  God,  I  will  let  you  know  to-morrow  morning." 
This  he  said  as  he  was  going  out  of  the  door,  which  he  slammed  to  as  he  went  out.  Mr.  White  left  the 
room  in  a  great  rage.  I  was  not  on  board  when  Trusty  was  struck.  On  one  occasion,  in  January,  I  had 
been  to  a  wedding.  After  I  returned  I  turned  into  my  hammock;  partly  asleep,  I  awoke  up,  and  found 
a  fire  burning  in  the  stove.  I  saw  Mr.  Green  and  Mr.  Key  standing  near  the  stove.  I  supposed  Mr. 
Green  had  made  the  fire,  as  Mr.  Key  was  a  stranger  on  board  the  ship,  having  joined  her  but  a  few  days 
before.  I  said,  Mr.  Green,  what  do  you  mean  by  kindling  a  fire  at  this  hour  of  the  night?  Put  it  out 
immediately.  He  told  me  he  did  not  think  proper  to  put  it  out.  I  jumped  out  of  my  hammock,  seized  a 
basin  of  water,  and  extinguished  the  fire  myself.  Mr.  Key  then  told  me  I  was  mistaken,  that  it  was  not 
Mr.  Green,  but  himself  who  had  kindled  the  fire. 

Ques  (By  the  court.)  Did  j'-ou  ever  hear  Mr.  Green,  or  any  other  person  in  his  presence,  say  who 
was  alluded  to  by  the  name  ghost? 

Ans.  I  never  did.  There  was  a  common  saying  in  the  steerage  there  was  a  ghost.  I  do  not  know 
who  was  meant.     I  once  thought,  when  I  first  joined  the  ship,  it  was  meant  for  me. 

Ques.  Did  Mr.  Green  follow  Mr.  White  out  of  the  mess  room  after  he  had  said,  "Avaunt,  thou 
ghost?" 

Ans.  No. 

The  accused  stated  that  he  had  no  further  evidence  to  lay  before  the  court. 

The  court  adjourned  till  one  o'clock  to-morrow. 

FRinAY,  December  1. 
The^court  met,  pursuant  to  the  adjournment  of  yesterday.     Present:  as  before. 
The  proceedings  in  the  case  were  read. 
The  accused  presented  his  defence,  which  was  read,  annexed,  and  marked  B. 


1830.] 


CLAIM    OF    A    MIDSHIPMAN. 


445 


'as  cleared  to  deliberate  \ipon  the  case;  and,  having-  maturely  considered  the  charges, 
1  the  defence,  is  of  uiiiiiidu  that  the  first  specification  of  the  first  charge  is  proved,  with 
ihe  w,ird  ■•BmsIuii;"  thai  the  second,  third,  fifth,  sixtli,  eighth,  eleventh  and  thirteenth 
'  fully  pnivcd;  and  that  the  tenth  specification  is  proved,  with  the  exception  of  the  word 
it  thr  fourtii,  seventh,  ninth  and  twelfth  specifications  ai-o  not  proved.  The  court  does 
l;nv  tliat  the  accused  is  guilty  of  the  first  charge.  The  court  is  also  of  opinion  that  the 
iun  nf  the  second  charge  is  proved,  and  that  the  other  specifications  thereof  are  not 
lies  therefore  adjudg-e  and  declare  the  accused  guilty  of  the  second  charge. 
(OS  sentence  and  adjudge  the  said  Midshipman  Farnifold  Green  to  be  cashiered. 
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The  court  considers  itself  as 
used  by  Lieutenant  White  towards 
on  the  night  of  the  19  th  January, 
like  and  imj^jroper. 


Richard  S.  Coxe,  Judge  Advocate. 

The  sentence  of  the  court  is  approved. 

December  17,  182T. 

The  court  adjourned  until  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


in  duty  bound  to  express  its  marked  disapprobation  of  the  language 
the  accused,  particularly  that  which  he  is  proved  to  have  employed 
1827,  which  the  court  considers  to  have  been  exceedingly  uuofficer- 

AVM.  BAINBRIDCxE. 
CHARLES  MORRIS. 
JOHN  ORDE  CREIGHTON. 
STEPITEX   CASSIX. 
JAMKS   IJK.VSIIAW. 
ALKX.   S.    \V ADSWORTII. 
HENRY  E.   BALLARD. 
W.  B.  SHUBRICK. 
D.  CONNOR. 


J.  Q.  ADAMS. 


WM.  BAINBRIDGE,  President. 


Defence  of  Midsliipman  Farnifold  Green. 

The  charges,  with  their  specifications,  exhibited  against  the  accused,  are  of  a  character  to  inspire 
him  with  the  most  painful  anxiety.     They  would  disgr"""  ^"■"-  ""   "■'  "♦'R""-  °"'^  riorv-.-o^io  h;,,^   oc.  o  ^^..r,. 
conscious  of  innocence,  he  well  knew  hi 
nticipate  what  the  enmity  and  industry 


ace  him  as  an  officer  and  degrade  him   as  a  man; 
case  must  be  here  decided  by  the  evidence:  and 

.f  Ids  prosocuters    might  pro'  


be  testified 


and,  however 
he  could  not  a 
against   linn. 

confidently  adapting    tlie    lieiief  that    the  iii'iinrs   I 
charges  stand  disproved,  or  unsupported,  with  jie 

Being  now  called  upon  to  make  his  formal  d( 
do  it  with  as  much  perspicuity  and  brevity  as  the 
tion  of  the  testimony  will  admit.     Tiie   lietter  t" 
answer  to  the  several  spe 
found  the  same  charge  is 
separately,  and  apply  the 

He  begins  with  the  charge  of  intemperance,  as  being  that  which  most  interests  his  character  and 
feelings.     The  man  who  is  the  slave  of  this  base  and  odious  vice  is  unfit  for  public  confidence,  for  private 


inplisl 
r  and  order  in 


..f  the  accusations,  and  that  tite 
I'  comparative  insignificance, 
norable  court,  he  will  endeavor  to 
)f  the  charges,  and  the  complica- 
n,  the  accused  will  not  make  his 
A^hich  they  are  exhibited — for  it  will  be 


them — but  will  take  up  the  offences  of  which  he  is  accused 


respect,  or  for  social  intercoui 
sometimes  too  strongly  tempted 
brutality,  and  founded  on  the  gr 
Against  such  a  charge  the  accuse( 
and  he  trusts  the  court,  viewing  i1 
ble  evidence  before  they  will  irrev 


For  many  other  offences  we  may  plead  the  po 

..k'ed ■ 


ill   I 


.■ill   1 


'  of  our  passions, 
ry  and  deliberate 
\umor  and  shame. 
lising  pertinacity; 
iical  and  irresisti- 


icably  fix  it  upon  him. 

The  charge  of  drunkenness  appears  in  the  following  forms;  each  shall  be  distinctly  noticed: 

First.  It  is  a  charge  that  the  accused,  "  between  the  first  day  of  December,  1826,  and  the  first  day  of 
June,  1827,  on  bnurd  the  United  States  shi|)  Independence,  and  at  Charlestown  and  Boston,  Massachu- 
setts, has  I'leen  r,/ir,ilrdh/  inlMxiciiled.  and  has  exposed  jdmself  in  that  situation." 

Second.  That,  on  {\h-  Hitli  of  I )eeenilier,  ls2(i,  on  board  of  the  Independence,  he  was  in  a  state  of 
intoxication,  making  a  great  disturbance. 

TJiird.  That,  on  the  evening  of  the  23d  of  December,  1826,  he  was  in  a  state  of  intoxication,  and 
made  a  great  disturbance,  without  saying  where. 

Fourth.  That,  on  the  evening  of  the  30th  December,  he  was  in  a  state  of  intoxication,  without 
saying  where. 

It  must  be  observed  that  the  three  specified  instances  of  intoxication  are  all  included  withm  the 
period  metitioned  in  the  first  and  general  charge,  and  we  may,  therefore,  conclude  that  these  three 
instances  were  all  that  were  in  the  contemplation  of  the  prosecutor,  or  expected  or  intended  to  be  proved 
by  him.     The  court  then  have  a  period  of  six  months,  during  which  three  instances  only  of  intemperance 


A  question  here  arises  of  no  inconsiderable  importance  to  the  officers  of  our  navy,  and  the  decision 
of  which  may  deeply  affect  many  worthy  men  and  meritorious  officers.  What  is  the  meainng— the  just, 
practical,  adopted  meaning — of  the  article  which  declares  that  any  officer  who  shall  be  guilty  of  drunk- 
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enness  shall  be  cashiered,  or  suffer  such  other  punishment  as  a  court-martial  shall  adjudge?  lias  any- 
body ever  imagined  that  this  heavy  inniilty  was  to  be  inflicted  for  an  occasional  act  of  indiscretion, 
under  the  excitement  and  example  oi'  a  <■(lll^  i\  ial  company  of  friends,  before  whom  an  expoHure,  in  the 
proper  sense  of  the  term,  could  not  ]><■  hkhIi  :  ihal  is,  such  an  exposure  as  would  disgrace  the  service? 
Let  the  man  thi*ow  the  first  stone  ■who  has  ihnn'  n^  iiiiMc  ihan  (his.  If  (lie  oflicrrs  nf  imr  navy  were  to 
be  degraded  and  cashiered  for  an  exhilirati'iu  nl'  spiiiis  d'  ihis  (hsri-iptiDii,  who  would  have  escaped?  I 
fear  that  many  a  one,  whose  high  dcpoiniiciil  ami  (laiin.l'-s  valor  have  given  victoi-y  and  imperishable 
honor  to  our  countrj^,  would  have  been  nipped  and  blaated  in  the  bud,  and  saerllieed,  together  with  all 
their  usefulness,  to  the  indiscretion  of  a  youthful  frolic.  Such  is  not  the  true  meaning  and  understand- 
ing of  the  law;  nor  do  the  words  justify  such  a  construction.  The  offender  must  be  guilty,  not  of  having 
been  drunk,  but  of  drunkenness,  as  a  confirmed  vice;  an  habitual  practice;  by  which  lie  exposes  himself 
and  the  service  of  his  country  to  public  conluiui'ly  and  dishonor.  In  the  same  sentence  of  the  same 
article,  profane  swearing  is  forbidden,  and  the  same  piinislmient  inflicted  on  it.  But,  would  not  the  pro- 
secutor in  this  case  think  himself  most  uiiiiistly  dealt  with  it  lie  were  cashiered  for  the  occasional  oaths 
proved  upon  him  in  the  course  of  the  eviilenee  in  the  ease,  or  on  aiiv  other  occasion? 

Another  nmark  oireis  itself  Ihto.  wliiel,  1  will  take  tlu'  libiTlv  to  utter.  The  court  have  seen  with 
how  Utile  modeiatioii;  willi  how  linle  .■ommaii.l  of  tempei-;  with  In.w  little  of  the  dignity  of  an  officer,  or 
the  relluement  of  a  gentleman,  the  iiroseeiitor  has  conducted  himself  throughout  this  business.  His 
violence  of  passion,  his  coarseness  of  language,  his  insufferable  menaces,  are  testified  by  every  witness. 
And  do  they  afford  no  apology,  no  palliation  for  the  corresponding  emotions  they  excited  in  a  young,  and 
perhaps,  rash  mind?  When  officers,  high  in  rank,  and  advanced  in  years,  fail  in  the  respect  which  is 
due  to  tlH-mselves  and  their  stations — wiiat  will  you  require  of  tlio  hastiness  and  inexperience  of  youth? 
Does  the  su|uTioi-  oliieei-  lielie\'e  he  is  lo  siipii.iit  his  authority  and  resjieet  by  his  power  alone,  while  he 
violates  the  iliities  he  I'xaets  IV.iiii  his  inferiors^  If  1  read  the  taw  of  ( 'oiigress  right,  the  commanders  of 
ships  are  strielly  enjoiiK'd  and  required  to  show  in  flirmsr/v<'.^  a  (jond  r.rumple.  The  highest  officer  as  well 
as  the  lowest,  is  denounced  if  he  is  guilty  of  oppression  or  profane  swearing;  or  if  he  shall  quarrel  or 
use  provoking  or  reproachful  words,  gestures,  or  menaces.  How  has  Lieutenant  White  answered  to 
these  demands  of  the  laws  of  his  country? 

ri'asouable  and  praetiealile  eousti-uction  to  the  article  prohibiting 
limitation  ol'  il  was  necessary  to  the  defence  of  the  accused.  In 
it   heeii   |irove(l.      it  may  he    material  to  remark,  that  this  is  the 
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We  now  come  to  the  second  s|ieci(i 
is  Mr.  White's  account  of  it.)  He  is  h 
the  end  of  his  narrative,  "I  believe  he 
was  derived,  was  not  explained;  and  th 
belief  of  a  witness,  certainly  not  dispos( 
Perhaps,  as  Mr.  White  had  been  enterla 
more  charity  for  the  excitement  of  Mr.  < 


and  propriety  on  board  his  ship  as  he  did  here,  the  court 

f  Mr.  Wldte,  only  as  it  relates  to  this  charge. 
•ape  the  oliservatioii  of  the  Court,  that  when  .Mr.  White  had  finished  his  account 
night  of  the  ICeih  December,  he  had  informed  the  court  that  he  had  quitted  Mr. 
■ahin,  without  saying  a  word  of  Mr.  (Jreen's  having  been  in  a  state  of  intoxica- 
n  IVom  the  judge  advocate,  he  went  on  to  sny,  that  he  presumed  he  was  in  a 
it  he  ajipeared  so  to  the  witness.  I  mention  this  to  show  that  this  intoxication 
ear  in  his  recollection  as  it  would  have  been,  had  it  been  of  a  very  decided 
had  been  absolutely  drunk  on  that  occasion,  it  could  not  have  required  a  pointed 
it  ness  of  it.  But  when  his  attention  is,  very  properly  I  admit,  called  to  it,  what 
he  speaks  in  doubtful,  equivocal  language,  not  of  a  fact,  but  of  appearances, 
nay  have  deceived  him;  and  this  is  rendered  the  more  equivocal,  from  the  dark- 
i  testified  by  several  witnesses.     What  the  appearances  were  that  induced 
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intoxicated,   he  has  not  explained.      His   color  and  countenance 

nd  no  conversation   passed   between  them,   from  which  any  such 

en   the  testimony  of  Afr    AVhite  by  itself,  without  now  adverting  to 

!    jiisiilled    in    eonvieting   the  aeeused  of  drunkenness?  or  of  having 

lenee  so   entirely    loos<',   eonjeetiuah  and   unsatisfactory?     Has  Mr. 

so  sworn  it,  that  if  Mr.  Green  c(.iuld  prove  liy  a  thousand  witnesses 

1  liquor,  Mr.  AVhite  could  be  accused  of  perjury?     Certainly  not.     Mr. 

to  such  an  accusation,  I  never  said  he  was  drunk.     I  spoke  of  presump- 

]ipearances;  and  who  can  say  such  was  not  my  opinion? 

■e  of  intoxication,  to  wit:  on  the  23d  of  December.  (This 
1 1  weaker  than  on  the  former  occasion ;  merely  saying  at 
toxicated."  From  what  facts  or  circumstances  this  belief 
e  charge  rests  merely  and  solely  on  the  expression  of  the 
lilt  the  kindest  eoiistruetion  on  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Green. 
lis  own  iViemls  in  his  ealiin,  on  this  evening,  he  felt  a  little 
hall  at  other  times.  Such,  however,  is  all  that  is  said  by 
•link  on  the  night  of  the  23d  of  December.  I  should  insult 
for  a  moment  they  eouid  consider  this  alleged  instance  of  intoxication  to  be 
olleeted  to  siqipoit  the  charge  in  the  fourth  specification.  Mr.  White  saj's 
1  of  that  niglit;  and  he  stated  nothing.  Thus,  of  the  three  specified  instances 
attempted  to  be  supported;  the  third  is  abandoned;  and  we  trust  the  others 


uisactions  of  the  night  of  the  19th  of  January,  Mr.  White,  on  a  question  from 
le  y.'vy  close  of  his  transaction,  added,  in  the  same  cautious  language,  "I 
li  is  proii'.a-  lan-e  to  remark  that,  although  the  occurrences  of  the  ni^hi  of  the 
■  i^tiih  of  .laniiaiy,  form  the  subject  matter  of  the  specification,  yi-i  in  neiilu.'r 
lleged  or  charged.  There  is  no  specification,  under  any  of  the  charges,  of 
intoxication  on  that  night;  and  it  is  presumed  it  will  not  be  attempted  to  introduce  it  under  the  general 
specification,  which  charges  repeated  intoxication  between  the  1st  of  December  and  the  1st  of  January 
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following.  This  specification  cannot  be  taken  to  be  proved  by  a  single  instance  on  a  certain  night,  even 
if  the  proof  were  ever  so  direct  of  the  fact.  To  what  specification  will  this  evidence  be  applied?  '  Here 
we  leave  Mr.  White  for  the  present,  and  turn  to  the  evidence  of  Midshipman  Mark  Hale,  upon  this  part 
of  the  case. 

Althoiio-li  flii^  witness  d,w^s  not  nTollrrl  dates,  w,>  can  fix  the  ni-lit  ,.f  the  sixteeiuli  Kecmber  by  the 
mention  ef  the  uli-.-l  ^yh■>  makes  sueh  a  li-niv  in  the  liisl.,i-v  nl'  ih.'  shin.  This  wiln.--;  wa.  in  the  same 
room  with  Mr.  Civen  dnnn.u'  th.  nid.l,  byth    l,Hore   an,!    ali,;,-  tlie  li.-|,is  wen,  ,.xlin,:ni,Vn:.l.  and  had  the 

•  sTil.ject,  formed  with  no  means,  or  very  imperfect  ones,  of  judging,  that  he 
r.  Hale,  in  reply  to  a  question  from  the  court,  says,  that  on  the  first  occasion 
liglit  when  the  boy  was  rubbing  Mr.  Green's  foot,  and  which  was  previous  to 
ght  Mr.  Green  was  intoxicated,   but  that,   on   the  other  occasion    he  did  not 

■emember,  that  no  specific  charge  of  intoxication  is  laid  previous  to  the  sixteenth 
•se  none  aiiplying  to  the  evidence  on  this  point  of  Mr.  Hale,  unless  it  can  hardly 

*'■ lal  s|»'eifications  of  repeated  acts  of  drunkenness.     The  two  remainino- 

seriiiiiii  are  Midshipmen  Spencer  and  Penhallow,  neither  of  whom  ever 
llie    period  specified,    and  we  could  not  inqure  of  any  other  time;  but 
tir.-,t  i.r.Iuiie,  they  saw  and  knew  no  such  thing. 

lalile  cDurt,  whether  this  charge  of  drunkenness  has  now  any  support  or 
Is  tu  piMve  or  assert  it,  although  he  ventures  such  a  conjecture  on  two 
occasions.  Th(!  threi>  niidshipiueii  who  lived  in  the  same  mess  room  with  him,  who  saw  and  associated 
w  !,  Iiiin  <1  ily  an.]  Iv-nrly,  all  witnesses  for  the  prosecutitm,  and  one  of  them  certaiidy  imi  friendly  to 
him,  all  diselaiin  the  eiiaru-e,  with  the  sole  exception  of  a  single  instance  mentioned  by  Mr.  Hale,  luit  not 
speeilieil  ill  ihi'  eliai-;<'s.  We  Can,  however,  although  it  must  be  unnecessary  on  this  point,  --e  further, 
anil  recall  the  recoil,  etien  of  the  court  to  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Key,  who  has  known  i\li-.  (lifcn  for  many 
years,  ami  never  saw  him  intoxicated.     Of  Mr.   Palmer,   a   surgeon  in  the  service  of  the  I'niled  States, 

wlio  says   he   kne\\-   of  t\\a)  instances   in  which  Mr.  Green  was  excited  by  wine,  but  ne\-er  intoxicated 

both  of  tlieiii  in  con^-ivial  intercourse  with  his  friends;  one  of  them  on  board  the  ship,  in  cumpany  with 
some  oflicers,  when  Mr.  Green  conversed  regularly,  and  had  the  command  of  his  reason  and  limbs;  all  the 
company  had  been  drinking  more  or  less.  The  other  instance  occurred  in  Boston,  also  in  company  with 
brother  officers,  when,  says  the  witness,  Mr.  Green  might  have  been  excited  by  wine,  but  he  walked 
home,  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  and  went,  himself,  to  bed,  making  no  exposure  of  himself  at  any 
period. 

Is  Mr.  Green,  under  such  evidence,  to  be  branded  by  the  sentence  of  the  court  as  a  drunkard,  a 
solitary  sot,  who  drinks  for  the  love  of  liquor,  and  disgraces  himself  and  his  profession  by  habits  of 
intemperance? 

Mr.  Cornwall  was  his  messmate  for  three  or  four  mouths;  never  saw  him  intoxicated,  but  he  was 
excited  on  the  night  spoken  of  by  Mr.  Palmer,  when  there  was  company  on  boai-d  the  ship. 

But  I  have  omitted  to  notice  the  testimony  of  Dr.  Kearney,  and  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  go  back 
to  it.  He  lived  at  Charlestowu,  in  the  house  with  Mr.  Green,  but  uot  in  the  same  mess.  He  saw  Mr. 
Green  intoxicated  there  once.  The  witness  was  sitting  in  his  room,  the  door  shut;  heard  a  noise, 
opened  his  door,  and  saw  Mr.  Green  taken  to  bed  by  his  servant.  How  taken  to  bed  he  does  not  say. 
Did  he  walk?  Was  he  carried?  In  what  manner  he  was  attended  by  his  servant  we  know  not,  nor  why 
or  wherefore  he  did  attend  him.  The  amount  of  this  evidence  is,  that  Dr.  Kearney  saw  Mr.  Green  pass 
liis  door  with  his  servant,  and  he  infers  or  presumes  all  the  rest;  that  is,  that  he  was  taking  him  to  bed, 
and  that  he  was  intoxicated,  and  needed  this  assistance.  Nor  does  the  witness  know  where  or  with 
whom  Mr.  Green  had  been  engaged  below,  nor  whether  he  had  been  in  company  or  not. 

On  the  other  side,  we  wish  the  attention  of  the  court  to  the  deposition  of  Mr.  Justin,  Mr.  McKinstry, 
and  .Mr.  Ilooo.atl  in  ]inssossinn  of  theeonrt;  and  we  forboarto  ropeatwhat  they  have  said.  We  know  also 
that  llie  evidence  ..fMr.  Tufts  and  Mr,  Park-er,  respectable  citiz.^iis  of  Boston,  will  weigh  heavily  on  the 
miiiil.-s  ol' the  court.  Their  (ipporiunit ies  of  kiiowni,--  the  character,  manners,  and  habits  of  Mr.  Green, 
were  long,  continued,  and  ample;  and  more  hiuiorable  testimonials  of  intelligence  and  sobriety,  refined 
manners,  and  the  most  correct  habits,  could  n(jt  be  produced  by  any  young  gentleman  in  or  out  of  the 
service. 

We  conclude  our  remarks  on  this  part  of  the  case  with  the  deposition  of  Dr.  Richard  Kennon.  His 
acquaintance  with  Mr.  Green  began  in  lSi'3,  and  ciuitinued  down  to  the  time  when  he  left  Boston.  He 
saw  him,  and  was  with  him  for  Ioiil;-  periods  on  dillerent  i;ccasions;  and  he  bears  the  most  decisive  and 
satisfactory  testimony  in  his  lieli.iHon  ihe  ipu'siion  of  his  general  manners  and  habits,  and  particularly 
on  this  charge  of  intoxication,  which  tlie  docioi-,  ^\illl  these  observations,  and  under  the  tenor  of  the 
whole  evidence  given  upon  this  charge,  the  ace  ns.  d  submits  himself  to  the  judgment  of  the  court,  assured 
they  will  be  mindful  how  deeply  his  future  liie  and  cliai-acter  will  be  affected  by  that  judgment. 

The  next  charge  in  importance,  against  which  the  aicused  is  called  upon  to  defend  himself,  is  that  of 
using  disrespectful  language  and  gestures  to  his  superior  officer,  Lietitf^nnnt  J.  White. 

Before  the  accused  enters  upon  a  particular  examination  ot'  tin'  i  vidence  applicable  to  this  charge, 
he  will  premise  that  it  consists  of  two  kinds:  1st.  The  general  assortions  of  Mr.  White,  that  Mr.  Green 
did,  on  several  occasions,  use  towards  him  abusive  and  disiespectfnl  language.  2d.  Evidence  of  the 
expressions  said  to  be  used  by  Mr.  Green. 

Against  all  the  testimony  of  the  first  description,  the  accused  protests  as  proving  nothing  on 
which  "the  court  can  .judu'e  i)V  act.  Thus,  in  relation  to  the  occurrences  of  the  sixteenth  December,  Mr. 
White  says:  "Pinding  Mr.  Green  was  going  on  with  abusive  language,  I  quitted  him;"  but  not  a  word 
of  the  langua.ge  which  Mr.  \Vlii(o  thinks  abusive  was  given.  So,  on  the  twenty-third  of  December,  Mr. 
White  says  Mr.  Green  "follo\\(Ml  me  dui  of  the  mess  room,  repeating  a  great  deal  of  abusive  language, 
whicli  I  cannot  repeat — I  could  scaicely  understand  what  he  did  say."  And  so  in  several  other  instances. 
Th(>  objection  to  such  evidence  is  at  once  obvious;  it  is  not  tlio  r\  i^l .mr.'  (,r  the  fad,  but  of  Mv.  White's 
opninni    of  til-   lai-t.     How   can  the   court  adjudge  that  tie      !  'Aas    abusive,  w-hen  they  do  not 

know  what  it  was/     Will   they  take   the  judgment   of  an    :.  .     ;.     , lor   it,    wlio  thouglit  himself 

insulted,  and  would  give  the  harshest  construction  to  it?  We  khow  ibai  nien  would  dilfer  very  much  on 
such   a  question.     The   language  a  man  of  delicate   refinement  and  fastidious   sensibility  would   deem 
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coarse  and  disrespectful,  another,  of  stronger  nerves  and  coarser  habits,  would  consider  the  common 
currency  of  conversation.  The  court  cannot  adopt  the  impressions  or  opinions  of  any  witness  on  such  a 
subject;  before  they  can  adudge  any  man  guilty  of  using  disrespectful  language,  they  must  be  confirmed 
of  what  he  did  say,  and  judge  of  it  for  themselves.  It  would  be  very  easy  in  this  way  for  a  designing 
witness  to  convict  an  innocent  man,  without  at  all  (•(iiiiiiiittiii.L;-  liiinself. 

We  will  ]ii)\v  tiun  to  the  particular  facts  ami  rxinrssiuns  uivcii  in  evidence  in  support  of  this  charge — 
the  first  occuidl  mi  the  uio-ht  of  the  16th  of  Hcci'ihIhi'.  Mr.  White  gives  his  account  of  it;  that  thei'e 
was  a  disturbance  in  the  ship;  he  went  to  tlir  iiiidshiiiniun's  mess  to  see  what  it  was  about.  He  inquired 
what  it  was  about;  some  person  he  did  imt  Irnou-,  answered,  "  Who  are  you?  Are  you  the  ghost?"  That 
Mr.  Green  then  followed  him  on  the  main  ih  rk,  ami  said  he  was  Farnifold  Green.  It  seems  to  be  trifling 
with  the  dignity  of  this  court  to  call  upon  iIk m  siTiously  to  investigate  and  decide  upon  such  an  occur- 
rence. But  let  us,  as  we  must,  look  a  niomcnt  into  it.  In  the  first  place,  Mr.  White  pretends  he  went 
to  this  room  on  account  of  a  disturbance  in  the  ship.  Has  any  witness  given  the  least  testimony  of  any 
disturbance  by  anybody  at  that  time  in  the  mess  room,  or  anywhere  else?  Shall  we  then  suppose  that 
Mr.  White,  wrapped  in  his  ni;^-lit  gown,  was  prying  about  the  mess  room  of  the  midshipmen,  to  discover 
something  to  lay  hoM  on  as  a  matter  of  accusation  against  them?  If  this  were  the  case;  if  he  did  thus 
descend  from  his  station  as  an  ollicer,  to  be  an  eavesdropper,  he  has  no  right  to  complain  if  he  heard  no 
good  of  himself.  Only  to  be  called  a  ghost  was  coming  very  well  out  of  such  an  expedition.  But  when 
he  comes  to  the  mess  room  he  limls  all  the  lights  and  lire  extingiiishe(l ;  and,  it  must  be  recollected,  that 
when  he  was  challenge. 1  as  the  .'^hosl,  he  says  he  did  not  know  by  whom  it  was,  so  dark  was  the  room. 
If,  then,  Mr.  AVhite  did  not  know  Mr.  (ireen,  how  was  the  latter  to  know  him;  and  unless  he  did  know, 
how  could  he  be  -uilty  of  disresitect  to  him?  It  is  true,  to  help  out  this  defect,  Mr.  White  asserts  that  Mr. 
Green  I'oHoweil  him  on  deck  and  then  used  disrespectful  language  to  him.  But  in  this  Mr.  White  is  con- 
tradicted by  all  the  other  witnesses.  Mr.  Hale,  an  adversary  witness — a  prosecutor  in  the  case — in  his 
account  of  this  aifair,  gives  a  very  different  aspect  to  the  conduct  of  both  parties.  He  says  Mr.  Green 
first  said,  "  Who  are  you?  Are  you  the  ghost?"  Plainly  showing  he  did  not  know  who  he  was  address- 
ing. Again,  he  gives  you  the  answer  of  Mr.  White,  which  he,  I  presume,  had  forgot.  So  easily  do  we 
forget  our  own  offences,  while  we  can  remember  those  of  others.  Mr.  White's  conduct  was  not  so 
forbearing,  mild,  and  lamb-like  as  he  had  represented  it.  His  reply  to  Mr.  Green's  question  was,  says  Mr. 
Hale,  "I  will  let  you  know  to-morrow  morning,  hy  God!"     The  ghost  was  certainly  a  very  profane  one. 

As  to  this  application  of  the  "  ghost,''  it  seems  to  have  been,  for  a  long  time,  a  cant  term  in  the  mesa 
room;  with  wdiom  it  originated  we  are  not  informed;  certainly  not  with  Mr.  Green;  nor  was  it  ever 
applied  by  him,  or  by  anybody  particularly,  to  Mr.  White,  or  to  any  other  person  specially.  It  was  an 
intenoga'tion  uttered  upon  any  unexpected  appearance;  and  is  as  much  in  use  in  common  life  as  on  board 
the  Independence. 

We  dismiss  the  ghost  with  this  caution;  to  remain  in  his  own  quarters,  unless  called  out  by  some 
extraordinary  cause.  Ghosts  should  not  make  themselves  too  cheap  by  mingling  in  the  petty  concerns  of 
man. 

On  the  23d  of  December  the  next  occasion  occnrrod.  on  whicli  it  is  pretended  Mr.  Green  was  guilty 
of  abusive  language  to  Mr.  White.  Here,  again,  Mr,  White  went  to  the  mess  room  to  inquire  about  a 
great  disturbance,  of  which  we  hear  no  more.  "  1  was  accosted,"  he  says,  "  by  Mr.  Green  with,  'Who 
are  you?  What  right  have  you  in  my  room?'  "  This  is  all,  as  .Mr.  White  says,  that  passed  in  the  mess 
room.  He  directed  Mr.  Green  to  be  quiet;  went  out,  and  Green  followed  him,  and  said,  "I  am  Green, 
Farnifold  Green,  and  ready  to  see  you  or  any  other  officer."  I  asked  him,  "  In  what  way?"  he  answered, 
"In  any  way,"  and,  after  a  pause,  added,  "  In  any  way  regarding  duty;  but  remember,  I  am  Farnifold 
Green."  Now,  I  do  not  pretend  that  this  language  or  conduct  was  respectful  or  proper;  but  there  are 
degrees  of  disrespect,  from  a  light  improprietj' to  a  (leip  insnli;  and,  in  this,  I  see  nothing  gross  or 
unpardonable,  or  what  a  judicious  officer  might  not  o\-erlook,  without  any  injury  to  his  own  dignity  or 
the  good  of  the  service.  This  is  the  night,  I  thiidv,  when  Mr.  Hale  says  he  thou,ght  Mr.  Green  was 
intoxicated.  Sunly,  then,  a  superior  officer,  who  shoidd  stand  in  the  )ilace  of  a  friend,  a  guardian,  a 
parent  to  the  young  inen  under  his  charge,  might  have  considered  this  an  impudent  sally  of  an  excited 
youth,  and  dismissed  it  with  a  caution  and  reprimand.  Not  so  Mr  While,  who  says  lie  thought  Mr. 
Green  was  under  the  eirects  of  liquor;  and  yet  he  undertakes  to  bandy  with  Inm  a  "coarse  jest;  surely 
for.gettin--  himself, |uite  as  much  as  .Mr,  (ire'en  did.  .Mr,  While  replie.l,  "You  are  6Z«e  Green."  Can  a 
man  cl,al!en,n-e  I'or  himself  a  I'lstidioiis  delicacy  of  adilress,  wlio  has  so  little  care  for  his  own  dignity  and 
conduct?     If  Mr.  White  w.iuhl   enter  into   such    a    contest  with    Mr.  Green,  he   should   leave  it  where  it 

terminated,  and  not  call  \\\ the  law  to  assist  him.     This  was  the  night  when  the  boy  was  rubbing  Mr. 

Green's  feet,  and  was  so  employeil  when  Mr    White  came  in. 

We  pass  to  another  more  seiioiis  occasion;  but  in  which  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Green  is  still  more 
justified  by  that  of  Mr.  VVMiite.  It  occurred  on  the  ni.ght  of  the  19th,  or  morning  of  the  20th  of  January. 
We  have  an  account  of  this  affair  from  David  Trusty,  Mr,  White,  Mr.  Hale,  and  several  other  witnesses. 
It  must  be  carefuUj^  examined;  for  it  is  indeed  a  serious  charge  against  the  accused  if  he  has  not  justified 
himself. 

We  will  begin  with  the  evidence  of  Trusty,  who  puts  himself  at  the  head  of  tln'  story,  and  we  shall 
see  how  it  falls  ofl'  as  we  proceed.  It  is  my  duty,  first,  to  remark  on  the  extraordinary  situation  in  which 
this  David  Trusty  appears  here.  He  was  discharged  from  the  service  of  the  Inited  States  on  the  3d  of 
June  last.  In  October  he  was  summoned  as  a  witness  in  the  cause.  In  November,  after  he  was  thus 
summoned,  (and  Mr.  White  knew  that  he  was  so)  Mr.  White  finds  him,  or  falls  in  with  him,  in  the  city 
of  New  York.  Instead  of  avoiding  any  intercourse  with  him,  as  a  proper  sense  of  propriety  would  have 
dictated,  he  at  once  en.gages  him  in  his  service,  and  brings  him  on  with  him  to  Philadelphia,  where  he 
has  since  removed  with  him  as  his  servant,  and  is  so  at  this  moment,  and  in  a  boarding  house  by  whom 
servants  are  generally  provided,  I  make  no  comment  on  this  proceeding.  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  using 
harsh  language,  or  entertaining  harsh  suspicions  a.gainst  witnesses;  but  every  man  must  feel  that  this 
circumstance  casts  a  shade  over  the  testimony  of  both  master  and  man;  it  was,  at  least,  a  gross  indis- 
cretion. 

We  now  take  David  Trusty  and  his  tcstiinonj'^  as  we  have  them.  He  says  he  was  sent  to  the  mess 
room  for  a  hammock;  knocked  at  the  door;  nobody  answered;  he  entered.  Mr.  Green  was  standing 
partly  at  the  side  of  the  door.  He  saw  him  make  a  blow  at  him;  he  received  it  on  his  arm;  the  stick  broke 
in  two  pieces;  one  piece  Green  held  in  his  hand;  the  other  flew  over  his  shoulder  and  struck  the  door.     He 
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went  and  told  Mr.  White  of 
Justin.  He  pointed  to  Green 
Green  what  he  was  doing  tlic 
thrash  him,  but  would  not  cm 
ing  up  his  fist,  he  said,  "  I'll  t 

If  we  are  to  give  credit 
i-epresentation  and  perversinn 
We  turn  to  ^[r.  White.  Tie  h 
been  a  little  too  oonvivia!  or  i 
servant  tells  lum  lio   li;ul   I'ooi 


vith  Mr. 
<•  asked 
pted  to 
•s;  hold- 


had  ] 
"I  \\ 
■  been 
case 


t  h, 


id  Mr.  Wli 

o   the   nios^ 


liL.sclf  Lu  the  CO 
proved  to  be  an  absolute,  ui 
of  his  brother  officers,  inferii 
a  right  to  be  treated  as  sucl 
inquiring  of  any  of  the  gent 
done  here;  lie  at  once,  when  1 


oos  not  : 

ippoar;  except  from  the  sub 

;;niltod    1 
dcp.rn, 
r.       Ipr; 

.V  Mr.  Creen.  In  consequ. 
IV   lioM,  Trusty,  who,  by  an 

■fho  M,,'.- 

liod    f;,ls. 

Ir.  Wliil. 

k  .servant  of  Mr.  Wliit-' liad' 
•hood.  He  goes,  I  imi^i  sn 
•  in  rank,  it  is  true,  Iml  si  ill 
liringofMr.  Green  inio  il„. 
„d  who  could  and  would  l,a 

I  In: 


it  to  hii 

;n? 

Was 

it  because 

hiscun; 

sion,  f 

ind  the  „!,,. 

at  all. 

W 

r   liMVo 

tlio  rrasoi; 

his  dm 

;  ail  of 

liivr.  an<l  v 

his  res, 

lOlll. 

Wliv  sholl 

burv  It 

■vcrla- 

.till-   oMiv 

rliid  o 
1  those  ^ 


riko 


ieuce  and  duly  ho  owes  to  those  wh,.,  gave  it  to 
[roin  his  own  mouth.  He  was  willing  to  violate 
IS  restrained  from  disgracing  both  only  by  the  ii 
1  we  inquire  further  into  this  transaction?     AVliy 


clearly 


,r  Not 
ry  and 
l.ject  of 


III 


Ilia 


11. 


■ot     di.s 
i.-c,|llr 


r,\   l.v 


.Ml'. 


pioit\-   much  as 

Trustv  doo.;  rxoo.,t  that  White  savs,  Uicrn  put  his  list  in  liis  faro,  and  Trust  v  sa^^s,  that  li< iV  raised  it. 

I'am  quite  willing  to  rely  on  the  account  Mr.  Halo  -ivos  of  ihr  traiisartion,  'and  Ko  jndgrd  l.y  it.  I 
will  advert  to  it,  merely  pointing  out  where  it  contradicis  tlir  talis  of  Trusty  and  .Mi'.  Wliiio.  .Mr.  Hale 
puts  the  hour  at  past  12  o'clock.  Mr.  Green  was  siitin-;  liy  tho  siovo,  not  standing  by  Iho  door;  had  a 
stick  in  his  hand;  some  one  knocked,  the  person  opened  tlir  door;  .Mr,  <ircrn  llircir  thr  ^lirh- iDinmh  I  he  door, 
being  then  six  or  eight  feet  from  it.  Trusty  simply  said,  "Take  care,  sir,"  and  went  away.  The  whole 
story  of  the  blow,  and  the  breaking-  of  the  stick  over  his  arm,  is  a  sheer  fabrication.  It  was  impossible, 
from  the  position  of  the  parties.     Mr.  Green  turned  into  the  cot  with  Mr.  Justin;  immediately  after  Mr. 

White  and  Trustv  came  into  the  mess  room.     Some  conversation  is  related,  in  v 

Mr.  (;.  to  pivparo  for  a  cold  watch  on  dork.  Mr.  Croon  ol,,.yod  tho  ordor.  .\nd 
rest  tlioro''  Solely  an  account  of  the  I'oarso  and  in  ion  ipi-ra  to  ]  missions  of  Mr.  Wliilo 
violated  his  duty.'  and  now  prosecutes  Mr,  Givou  lor  not  rosprctiiig  him  whih'  ho 
forfeited  all  claims  to  respect.  By  the  most  unwarrantable  indulgence  of  his  tmip 
into  a  similar  excitement,  and  then  prosecutes,  as  a  crime,  the  very  conduct  ho  Inn 
these  cases  we  must  always  look  for  the  aggressor,  for  the  first  offender 


ich  ^rr. 


put 
the  I 


endci 


ishment. 


t  let  US  11 


r.\[r.  Wh 


tlio  lalloi 


,-ith  My.  Hal 

od  1 


AVhil 


iidui 


thi. 


thii 


'   I   o 


I   hi: 

He  pretends  he  said  Mr.  Grc 
/•  that  purpose.     He  did  not  coi 


■•  lio 


as  he 


1  desi 


.  Green  a  damned  thrashii 


.ps  tl, 

ved  a  thrashing;  but  his  ow 
truth  of  Trusi 
reply  of  Mr, 


White  orders 
V  did  not  the  affair 
le  first,  and  grossly, 

doing  so.  He  had 
le  piovoki.'w  another 
iisoirpi-oilured.     In 

fall  the  lilame  and 
lies,  in  obedience  to 
i\  inu'  vou  a  damned 
.edhi'iwMr.  White 
d  the  "By  God"  in 
witness  swears  he 
■'s  sii.ry.  but  prede- 
Hoeiir      Not   as  you 


to  inquire  into  th 
But  what  was  11 
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you  to  hell,  l,v  (o,d."  N,,w,  1  prav  voii,  wei-li  .M  r.  C  reel,  and  .Mr.  W  In  to  imp.a  rt  la  II  v  in  1  he  se.ale  of  justice, 
and  who  is  tiie  oirenderr  who  is  'th'e  guilty  violator  of  the  laws?  Not  withstanding  all  this,  Mr.  Green 
obeyed  the  order  of  Mr.  White,  and  followed  him  to  the  deck.  The  court  xvill  remember  that  several  other 
witnesses  substantially  confirm  Mr.  Hale  in  his  statement,  and  particularly  as  to  the  throwing  of  the  stick, 
and  the  aggression  of  j\Ir.  White.  I  will  not  detain  the  court  by  a  more  particular  reference  to  their 
testimony.     T  hasten  to  the  other  charge. 

Disohedinir,  <,f  o,v/e/>.— ( )n  this  subject  I  may  promise  this  remark,  that  even  in  the  midst  of  the 
most  trying  einuiiisi.inios.  Mr.  Creen  has  shown  a  remarkable  promptness  in  obeying  orders;  witness 
that  just  alluded  to,  and  others  that  will  be  recollected  by  the  court. 

The  ca.ses  specified  are,  in  refusing  or  neglecting  to  go  on  board  the  Warren  when  on! 
now  go  back  for  a  moment,  having  omitted,  under  the  head  of  disrespect,  to  notice  the  eh 
Green  advised  two  midshipmen  to  go  on  shore  although  they  had  been  refused  permission  I 
Upon  this  I  would  remark  that  it  rests  wholly  on  the'  testimony  of  Mr.  While,  who  w,ls  in 
room,  and  must  have  judged  of  the  person  onlv  li\-  the  Miiee.  and  wli'  must  gi\e  a  \'er\'  i 
garbled  account  of  the  affair.  He  tells  ns  notli'ing  of  what  was  said  l.y  any  other  person,  i 
to  the  observation  he  has  repeated.  This  is  all  lett  to  eonjectme  and  iiil'ereii<-e;  and  d.M's  m 
follow  from  what  he  says  he  heard.  But  why  have  we  not  better  evidence  on  this  point?  \ 
two  midshipmen  in  question?     Are  they  out  of  the  way?      But  the  cabin  was  full  of 


1.  I  must 
■e  that  Mr. 
.Ir.  WHiite. 

eilect  and 

f  what  led 

lecessarily 

?re  are  the 

idshipmen, 

pport  Mr.  White  in  his  most  unsatisfactory  story.      I  may 

and   drawn   through    a   jiarfition  wall,   deserves   no   particu- 

disoliedieiiee   ot  iu-ilers    ill    Hot   going  on  board  the  Warren. 

hail  them  not ;  and  this  should  lie  the  first  step  in  this  accusa- 

ot  maguitied  into  a  erime,  to  increase  the  weight  which  is  to 

break  down  the  accused,  Mr.  White  thought  nothing  of  it  at  the  time,  not  even  deserving  of  an  inquiry 

why  the  order  was  not  obeyed,  or  the  slightest  reprimand  for  the  neglect.     He  merely  says,  I  sent  him  an 

order  to  go  on  board  the  Warren.     He  did  not;  I  never  said  anything  to  Mr.  Green  about  it.     Perhaps,  if 

he  had,  Mr.  Green  could  have  given  him  some  satisfactory  apology,  which,  at  this  distance  of  time,  and 
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and  yet  not  one  has  been  produced  to  ; 
add,  that  a  charge  patched  up  i 
lar  indulgence.     To  return  to  th 
What  the  orders  were  -wi^  know- 
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his  mouth  closed,  he  is  not  able  to  do.  Surelj-  trifles  are  not  thus  to  be  treasured  up  for  the  day  of  wrath, 
and  visited  upon  a  man  long  after  they  are  forgotten,  with  all  their  circumstances  of  explanation.  There 
is  no  proof  of  the  second  specification  of  disobedience  on  tae  occasion  alluded  to.  Mr.  White  says  he 
advised  Green  to  go  to  bed,  and  no  more;  this  transaction  was  apologized  for,  and  overlooked;  but  every- 
thing is  raised  from  the  grave  to  support  this  prosecution. 

Of  the  third  specification,  which  alludes  to  the  30th  of  December,  the  evidence  as  given,  Mr.  White 
recollected  nothing  of  that  day. 

The  fourth  specification,  in  relation  to  the  fire,  it  is  presumed  will  not  be  insisted  on.  Of  the  instance 
of  31st  of  December,  no  proof  has  been  given;  uf  tliat  uf  the  11th  of  January,  Mr.  Key  is  proved  to  have 
made  the  fire,  being  a  stranger,  and  unaiiiuainteil  with  the  regulation;  and  of  that  of  the  19th  of 
January,  the  proof  only  is,  that  Air.  Green  was  standing  by  the  stove;  whether  there  was  or  was  not 
fire  in  it,  I  do  not  recollect,  but  certainly  there  is  not  an  atom  of  evidence  to  show  that  Mr.  Green  made 
it,  or  who  did.  In  the  case  of  Mr.  Key,  it  was  also  charged  upon  Mr.  Green,  and  the  other  is  especially 
without  proof 

Of  the  fifth  specification,  we  have  nothing  to  say,  but  that  no  evidence  has  been  given  to  support  it. 
Mr.  White  speaks  of  some  such  occurrence  on  the  26th  of  December,  which  is  brought  into  no  specifica- 
tion, and  therefore  cannot  now  be  tried.  The  disobedience  charge  is  on  the  2d  of  April,  and  has  not  been 
proved. 

There  are  but  two  accusations  now  to  be  attended  to,  and  they  will  be  treated  with  brevity. 

The  first  relates  to  the  story  of  the  dirk.  As  the  accusation  on  this  subject  stands  in  the  specifica- 
tions, it  wears  the  horrible  aspect  of  a  wicked  and  deliberate  design,  on  tlie  part  of  ilr.  Green,  to  assas- 
sinati-  liis  rdiiiinaiiding  officer,  by  lying  in  wait  for  him — an  atrocinus  ami  cold  bluoded  attempt  at  murder. 
It  is  ilifliiult  to  conjecture  how,  or  where,  or  from  whom,  Air.  W'liiic  nnt  np  this  direful  tale.  It  is  unde- 
nialil  •  thit  nothing  has  been  proved  from  any  witness  or  e-.-iilmcr.  tu  -ive  it  the  least  countenance.  It 
is  the  merest  gratuitous  charge  of  an  awful  crime  that  was  ever  ventured.  The  truth  seems  to  be,  that 
the  mess  boy  was  rubbing  the  foot  of  Mr.  Green,  and,  by  some  inattention,  gave  him  some  offence.  He 
broke  out  upon  the  boy,  probably  with  a  threat  of  a  dirk,  and  the  boy  was  frightened  and  ran  away.  He 
was  broug.it  back,  and  no  harm  done  or  attempted  upon  anybody.  Mr.  Green  had  no  dirk — he,  to 
frighten  the  boy,  pretended  to  get  one  from  Mr.  Key,  but  get  none.  Mr.  Hale  saw  the  whole  transaction, 
but  never  imagined  the  bloody  charge  that  could  grow  out  of  it.  It  would  have  required  the  imagination 
of  Mrs.  Eadclifl^,  who  saw  horrors  in  everything,  to  have  foreseen  it. 

The  remaining  matters  relate  to  the  charge  presented  by  Mr.  Hale. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  evidence  of  this  gentleman  proves  that  Mr.  Green  did  use  provoking 
and  insulting  language  to  him,  in  a  rash  and  unguarded  moment,  and  it  is  true  that,  in  so  doing,  he 
broke  one  of  the  regulations  of  the  navy.  It  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the  court,  that  it  is  not  in  this 
strict  way  that  these  regulations  ever  have  been,  or  can  be,  practically  enforced  and  acted  upon.  They 
are  wise  and  wholesome;  but  they  must  be  executed  with  a  considerable  latitude  of  discretion,  if  they 
are  to  be  taken  and  enforced  liberally.  If  every  angry  word  in  a  mess  room,  which  may  be  termed  "  a 
quarrel;"  if  every  oath  that  may  be  sworn,  (both  of  which  are  within  the  letter  of  the  law,)  is  to  be  the 
subject  of  a  court-martial  investigation  and  punishment,  we  may  venture  to  predict  that  there  will  not  be 
half  days  enough  in  the  year  to  try  half  of  the  offences  against  these  regulations  that  occur  daily  in  the 
navy,  nor  innocent  men  enough  to  try  the  guilty  ones.  Every  day  will  furnish  more  business  than  can 
be  dispatched  in  a  week,  and  every  officer  in  the  service  will  be  employed  either  in  trying  or  being  tried. 
This  cannot  be  the  spirit  or  true  meaning  of  these  regulations.  They  must  have  a  liberal  construction 
and  application,  and  there  must  be  something  more  deliberately  dangerous  in  a  case,  than  a  few  hasty 
and  violent  expressions,  to  require  or  warrant  so  soh^mn  a  proceeding  as  a  trial  and  punishment  by  such 
a  court  as  this.  On  this  charge,  the  accused  puts  himself  upon  the  experience  and  liberality  of  his  judges, 
and  trusts  he  will  not  be  found  obnoxious  to  a  sentence  of  condemnation  on  this  account. 

The  accused  here  closes,  and  submits  his  defence,  hoping  for  indulgence  for  any  imperfection  or 
omission,  as  it  is  known  to  the  court  that  but  a  few  hours  have  been  taken  to  prepare  it. 

FARNIFOLD  GREEN. 


1  A. 

Navy  Dep.\rtmext,  February  13,  182T. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  tlie  5th  instant,  enclosing  Midshipman  Farnifold  Green's  explana- 
tion. 

I  perceive  among  his  witnesses  three  of  the  midshipmen  of  the  Warren,  viz:  M'Kinstry,  Hooe  and 
Justin;  and  as  there  may  be  some  difliculty  in  supplying  their  places  before  that  vessel  sails,  you  will,  if 
Midshipman  Green  considers  their  evidnce  indis2:>ensably  important,  have  their  depositions  taken,  and  per- 
mit them  to  proceed  as  heretofore  ordered. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Captain  Wm.  Crane,  commanding  Navy  Yard,  Boston. 


1. 

U.  S.  Ship  Ixdepe.xdexce,  February  19,  1827. 

In  presence  of  John  Soley,  Esq.,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  within  and  for  the  county  of  Middle- 
sex, and  of  Lieutenant  John  White,  of  the  United  States  Navy: 

Midshipman  Farnifold  Green,  being  hereunto  advised  by  counsel,  now  comes  and  says,  that,  out  of 
respect  to  the  suggestion  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  contained  in  a  letter  to  Captain  William 
M.  Crane,  he  consents  to  take  the  depositions  of  Joshua  H.  Justin,  William  F.  Hooe,  and  James  P. 
M'Kinstry,  midshipmen  in  the  United  States  navy,  touching  certain  charges  preferred  against  him  by 
Lieutenant  John  White,  of  the  United  States  navy.     But,  as  the  using  of  the  depositions  on  the  trial  of 
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said  charges  may  sul.ject  the  said  Green  to  disad vantages   and  cndxirrassment  in  paying-  r,.spe<;t  to  the 

circumstances,  would  ap|icrlaiii  to  liini,  at  any  liiai  nl'  said  ehaigcs,  in  as  lull  a  manner  as  iV  tile  iiepo- 
sitions  of  the  persons  aforesaid  were  not,  imr  ,muI(!  not  he  taken;  and  the  said  Creeii  esiieeially  will 
reserve  to  hinisell'  tlie  right  of  moving  tor  a  puslponement  of  said  trial  for  want  of  testimony  to  contradict 
or  explain  any  of  tlie  oral  testimony  which  may  be  otiered  against  him;  and  he  now  objects  to  the  taking 
for,  or  the  using  on,  the  trial  of  said  charges,  any  depositions  whatsoever,  which  may  be  intended  as 
evidence  in  support  of  said  charges. 

F.  GREEN. 


I,  Joshtia  IT.  Justin,  midshipman  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  on  board  tlie  sloop-of-war  War- 
ren, Lawrence  Koarney  coiiiniander,  bein.i;-  of  lawful  age,  do  testify  and  say :  Thai  I  have  roai]  ihe  first 
charge,  and  lln'  lirst  s|.erilir;it  ion  of  said  charg-e,  respecting  which  I  heard  .Mr.  While,  at  the  time,  say 
that  "the  diflicully  of  the  previous  night  was  honorably  and  amply  settled  by  Mr.  Green;  and  I  heard  Mr. 
"White  say  to  Mi-.  Green,    "  Inform  the  mess  that  such  was  the  case." 

Quc.^lion.  (By  Mr.  Gordon,  counsel  for  Mr.  Green.)  Was  there  not,  on  the  niglit  of  the  16th,  a  gene- 
ral hilarity  among  the  mess? 

Ansivei:  There  was. 

Quea.  (By  the  same.)  Did  you  hear  Mr.  Green  apply  vile  and  opprobrious  language  to  Mr.  'Wliite  on 
that  evening? 

Ans.  I  was  turned  in,  and  heard  some  mention  made  about  ghosts,  by  Mr.  Green.  After  this,  Mr. 
White  told  or  requested  Mr.  Green  to  turn  in.  Mr.  Green  observed  that  his  name  was  Farnifold  Green. 
Mr.  White  observed,  "You  are  damned  blue,  and  you  had  better  turn  in."  The  term  ghost  was  common 
in  the  mess  room. 

Ques.  (By  same.)  Do  you  know  of  any  nngentlemanlike  or  unofScerlike  conduct  on  board  the  ship. 

Ans.  At  the  time  specified,  Mr.  Green  was  noisy;  in  no  other  wise  was  he  ungentlemanlike  or  unoffi- 
ccrlike. 

Ques.   (By  same.)  Who  made  the  fire  out  of  time  that  night? 

Ans.   I  heard  Mr.  Key  say,  "Don't  charge  Mr.  Green  with  that.     I  made  the  fire  myself." 

Ques.  (By  same.)  Did  you,  or  did  you  not,  see  Mr.  White  come  into  the  room  with  a  pistol,  and  order 
Mr.  Green  on  deck? 

Ans.  I  did  not. 

Ques.  (By  same.)  Did  you,  or  did  you  not,  hear  Mr.  White  say,  "Damn  you,  I  will  thrash  you?" 

Ans.  I  don't  recollect  distinctly  what  Mr.  White  did  say,  but  think  it  was,  "  Damn  you,  I  will  thrash 
you,"  or,  "  I  have  a  great  mind  to  thrash  you,  damn  you." 

Ques.   (By  same.)  Did  you  see  Mr.  Green  shake  his  fist  in  Mr.  White's  face? 

Ans.  I  was  in  my  cot,  and  did  not  see  it;  but  saw  them  close  together. 

Ques.   (By  same.)  Had  you  been  asleep  before  the  meeting  of  Mr.  Green  and  Mr.  White? 

Ans.  I  had,  but  was  awoke  by  the  noise  occasioned  by  their  meeting. 

Ques.   (By  same.)  Did  you  ever  see  Mr.  Green  assault  Mr.  White's  servant  with  a  club,  and  beat  him? 

Ans.  I  did  not. 

Ques.  (By  same.)  Did  you  ever  see  Mr.  Green  secrete  himself  behind  the  door  for  the  purpose  of 
assaulting  any  one? 

Ans.  I  never  did. 

Ques.  (By  same.)  Did  you  ever  see  Mr.  Green  in  possession  of  a  club,  or  any  other  instrument,  with 
a  view  of  assaulting  any  one? 

Ans.  I  never  did,  and  never  heard  of  or  suspected  such  a  thing. 

Ques.  (By  same.)  Could  Mr.  Green  have  furnished  himself,  in  the  room,  with  weapons,  as  above- 
mentioned,  without  your  knowledge? 

Ans.  Yes. 

Ques.  (By  same.)  When  sitting  in  the  mess  room,  could  you  see  all  other  parts  of  it? 

Ans.  I  could,  when  the  mess  room  is  clear,  see  all  parts  of  it. 

Ques.  (By  Mr.  White.)  Did  you,  or  did  you  not,  advise  Mr.  Green,  on  the  brawl  on  the  wharf,  on  the 
morning  after  the  first  disturliance,  to  apologize  to  me,  to  prevent  its  going  any  further? 

Ans.  I  did  say  to  Mr.  (Mcen,  about  that  time,  that  he  had  better  go  to  Mr.  White,  and  settle  the 
business,  and  prevent  further  dillienlty. 

Qur.-!.  (By  same,)  Did  you  or  did  you  not  say,  the  next  day  after  the  last  outrage,  in  the  presence  of 
my  family,  that  Mr.  Green's  conduct  had  been  very  improper;  and  that  I  should  have  all  the  evidence  I 
could  wish,  and  more  than  I  should  want,  to  substantiate  my  charges? 

Aiix.   I  shall  not  answer  that  question. 

Qui'.-<.  (I'v  same.)  What  do  you  know  of  the  feelings  of  the  officers  towards  me  generally',  before  the 
difficulty  witir  Mr.  Green? 

Ans.  Favorable,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Charles  Green  and  Mr.  Smith,  midshipmen.  And  further 
your  deponent  saith  not. 

J.  H.  JUSTIN. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  Middlesex,  \ 

On  board  of  the  U.  S.  ship-of-war  called  the  Independence,  J  * 

On  the  twentieth  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven,  the  aforesaid  deponent  was  examined,  cautioned,  and  sworn,  agreeably  to  law,  to  the  deposition 
aforesaid,  by  him  subscribed,  taken  at  the  request  of  Lieutenant  John  White,  and  to  be  used  before  a 
court-martial,  to  be  held  under  the  orders  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States; 
and  the  adverse  party  was  duly  notified  at  the  taking  of  said  deposition.  The  said  deponent  being 
bound  to  sea,  is  the  cause  of  taking  this  deposition. 

JOHN  SOLEY,  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  of  the  Quorum,  and  Not.  Pub. 
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I,  James  P.  McKinstry,  of  lawful  age,  a  midshipman  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  do  testify 
and  say:  That  I  came  to  this  station  in  the  forepart  of  December  last.  I  was  with  Fariiifold  Green,  on 
board  tho  liidrprndence,  in  the  same  mess  with  Mr.  GreeTi,  from  the  time  I  arrived  at  this  station  until 
the  l.'illi  tluY  (if  January  last.  I  think  that,  during-  the  s;iiil  period  of  time,  the  said  Green  was  not  fre- 
cpiciitly  iiiti.xit  ah  d.  He  was  not,  to  my  knowledg-c;  il'  lie  luul  been,  I  presume  I  should  be  aware  of  it. 
1  never  lia\-e  sei  n  Mr.  Green  so  disguised  or  elevated  willi  liipmi-  as  to  cau.sc  him  tu  be  ungentlemanly  or 
unollieeiiike  in  liis  eeiiduet.  There  was  .iiie(>  dnrinu-  said  peri.Ml,  in  tlie  ni-lit,  at  11  ov  1:2  n-el..ek,  some 
l<,n.l  falk  nutside  uf  (lie  ni.'ss  n.nni;  I  heard  vui.-.^s  whieli  1  sni-pus.^l  tn  he  those  of  Mr.  (uvea  and  Lieut. 
White  I  h.'ard  Mr.  Wiiile  sav,  it  vonr  name  is  (uvea,  vou  are  hhie,  or  words  to  that  etVeel.  1  did  not 
hear  sai.l  Creen  ahnse  .Mr.  Wliit.',  ".Mr.  Creen  s,.on  afl.r  eanie  into  the  mess  room  and  said,  Mr.  White  is 
a  cdever  l.llow,  or  words  to  tliat  elTeet,  and  then  said  Creen  went  to  bed.  I  do  not  think  Mr.  Green  spoke 
or  aete(l  as  if  he  was  drnnk.  1  did  noi  hear  any  vioh'nl  oi'  threatening  language  to  the  mess  boy.  I  do 
not  reeolleet  anv  distiirhanee  on  the  niulit  ol'  the  -Jllil  ol'  l)<'eemher.  I  was  on  board  the  ship  every  night, 
and  slept  in  tlie  mess  room.  Tlie  disinrhane,'  ahove-n,<aii ion.'.l  is  the  oidy  on<.  I  reeoHect.  It  was  in 
December,  but  I  do  not  remember  what  ni-ht.  ll  was  the  ensiom  on  hoaid  the  Independence,  while  I 
was  there,  for  the  one  wlio  had  the  mornin.-  wateh  to  eall  tlie  .'ook  and  mess  hoy  and  onhT  them  to  make 
fires,  aliout  half-past  four  ..'eh.ek  in  th.'  mornin-.  1  never  while  on  hoard  said  ship  knew  of  any  order  of 
Lieut.  WIdte  a-ainst  tliis  praet  iee.  Mr.  dnstin  was  executive  oflieer;  messi'd  in  the  same  room  with 
Mr.  Green  anilrnvself  and  the  other  midshipmen;  all  the  orihus  came  thron-ii  him,  and  Mr.  Justin  never, 
in  my  hearin-,  cManmunieated  any  order  lorlii(hliu;.;-  lires  to  he  made  at  that  time;  and  Mr.  Justin  never 
objected  to  those  hres  I leiii--  ma(h>.  I  do  not  reeoll(  et  e\cr  seein:.;-  the  mess  boy  intoxicated;  he  might 
have  been,  without  my  kiiowled-v;  li(pior  was  in  tlie  mi'ss  room,  accessible  to  him;  he  might  take  it 
witiiout  its  hein;j,-  oifered  to  liim.  I  never  knew  of  a  fire  to  Im>  kindled  after  it  was  reported  out,  except 
the  time  when  Lieut,  (.rant  refused  permissi.m,  1  do  not  know  who  kindled  that  fire.  I  never  knew  said 
Green  to  make  use  of  riotous,  muiiuons,  and  sediiimis  lan_-ua--c,  or  of  any  improper  language,  against 
the  President  of  the  Inited  .-tat.  s.  1  have  known  Mr.  Civeu  at  New  York  as  well  as  here,  and  I  have 
never  known  him  to  act  in  a  nciuncr  inconsistent  with  the  character  of  an  officer  and  a  gentleman;  I 
consider  him  to  he  a  man  of  the  strii'lest  honor.  Since  I  was  attached  to  the  Warren,  I  went  on  board 
the  Indepiaidemc  and  in.piired  of  some  piason  on  deck  if  I  could  see  said  Green;  I  was  told,  in  reply, 
that  the  corj.oral  of  the  i;-uar(l  was  ahscnt,  and  that  when  he  should  return  I  could  see  him.  I  was  told 
twice  since,  by  tlie  sentinel,  that  I   must  not  speak  to  said  Green;  the  sentinel  said  that  was  his  orders. 

J  AS.  P.  McKINSTRY. 

Charlestown,  Mass.,  February  20,  182*1. 

Sworn  to  before  me.  J.  TUFTS,  Justice  Peace. 


T,  William  F.  Hooe,  midshipman  in  the  service  of  the  Uiiitt'd  States,  on  board  the  sloop-of-war  War- 
ren, Lawrence  Kearney,  conmiandcr,  heim;-  of  hi\\ful  aue,  do  testily  and  say: 

I  was  in  the  moss  with  Mr.  I'arnilold  Crceu  from  the  Isih  da\'  of  December  last  past,  or  thereabouts, 
untn  nu  or  aliont  the  ir.lh  day  of  .lanuarv  last.  Thr  said  ( I  re.afs  characti  r,  since  I  have  beei)  acrptainted  • 
with  him,  has  iM'cn  thai  of  aV''iill<'ncin'andolllcer.  I  Ihiidv  1  was  in  the  ua'ss  room  on  hoard  the  Inde- 
pendence on  liie  ni-ht  of  the  -2:r.\  <if  Itcceniiier.  I  don't  recodecl  seein.--  said  Creen  in  a  stat<'  of  intoxica- 
tion, neilher  .lid  1  p.Mv.MV.'  anv  .•xtra.ir.linarv  <lisUu-han.-.'.  Tiier..  was  n.i  ni.ire  .listurhan.'e  on  that  than 
any  ..Ih.a-  ni-ht.  Th.-.v  was  u'n  .list  urban.'.'  .'.n  that  ni-ht  thai  I  con.-cive.l  incanpatible  with  the  rules  of 
the  s.u'vi.v.  On  th.' evcnin- ..f  th.'  1  :;th  ..f  De.-.aid.i'r,  it  hcin-  the  sana' ev.uiinu' ..n  which  Doctors  White 
and  I'alm.a-  r.auain.-.l  allui.-hl,  l.cin-  nnw.dl,  1  tnrn.'.l  in  .Mrly,  Just  aft.  r  7  ..'.dock;  I  awoke,  as  I  sup- 
posed, h.'tw  .■en  '.»  au.l  10  .fcl.i.'k,  an.l  ihou^-hl  the  m.'ss  about  i.'tirin;.;',    1  fell  ash'ep  again  in  five  minutes, 

or  thi'r.'ah.ails.    On  th."  hisl-m.aili. !  I'vi'iiinu-,  au.i  pr.'\i.His  to  my  tniiiin<j,-  in,  ihi-re  was  not  more  liquor 

drank  tiuin  usual.  1  saw  n.i  imju-opiM-  ns.'  .if  ar.l.nt  spirits  hy  .Mr.  Orcen.  L.iore  I  became  acquainted 
with  .Mr.  Or.M'U  1  ha.l  heard  him  spok.n  of  in  hi^h  terms,  an.l  nc'.cr  h.ard  his  mi'ssmates  speak  of  him  as 
a  driukin--  num.  1  h.'ard  lai  or.l.as  ;.riven  to  .Mr.  Oroen  on  th.'  iii.-hl  of  ih.'  l.'t'i  .if  December,  to  go  to  his 
harnmoik,  or  anv  ilisl  urban.-.',  as  stal.  .1  in  thi'  tlii|-.l  char--.'  and  thir.l  sp.'cili.  a'i.ui  of  said  charge,  which 
I  hav.'  r.'a.l.  Fires  w.'r.'  alwavs  kin.ll.'.l  in  ill.'  m.'ss  r.M.ni  hefor.'  .lavli-lit,  .ir  thereabouts.  On  the  night 
of  the  nth  of  Januarv  last,  it'  b.'im.;-  mv  wal.'h  .m  .h'.k  fr,.m  S  to  11  .I'clock  b.  M.,  it  being  my  duty  to 
have  th.'  lires  ,'xt iim-uishe.l  at  '.)  o'.'lock,"  iH-iii-  th.'  li.uir  r.'.piire.l  to  hav.'  th.'  lires  .'xt In-uished,  I  ordered 
the  -enth'uian  who  was  in  the  watch  with  m.'  to  se.'  th.'  lires  .'xt  in.-uish.'d,  which  h.'  di.l,  and  reported  to 
me  that  th.'  lir.'s  w.'r.'  exi  iu.^aiish.'d.  M  II  .I'.'l.ick  1  went  beh.w  and  found  a  lire  in  the  mess  room.  Two 
gcntl.'m.n,  with  .Mi'.  (M'l'en,  w.'re  silting-  hy  it.    Ml',  Green  had  been  on  deck  and  remained  with  me  about 

<^hifsll,,ii.  (Wy  Mr.  On. '11.)  llav.'y.m  ever  s.'cn  anytlnng-  in  Mr.  Green  to  in  any  wise  justify  the 
charge  of  se.liti.uis,  nngentlemanlike,  and  unoflicerlike  conduct? 

Ansxcer.  N... 

Ques.  (By  Mr.  Green.)  W^as  you  at  any  time  refused  permission  by  the  sentinel  to  speak  to  or  hold 
any  convorsati.m  with  me? 

Aii^.  I  was  r.'fus.'.l  such  permission  by  the  sentinel,  unless  the  consent  of  the  commanding  ofScer  of 
the  shi|.  was  .ihtain.'.l. 

An.l  furth.'r  y.mr  ileponent  saith  not.  WILLIAM  F.  HOOE. 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  lliddlesex,  \ 

On  board  the  United  States  ship-of-ivar  called  the  Independence,  )  **"' 

On  the  nineteentli  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven,  the  aforesaid  deponent  was  examined  and  cautioned,  and  sworn,  agreeably  to  law,  to  the  deposi- 
tion aforesaid  by  him  subscribed,  taken  at  the  request  of  Lieutenant  John  White,  and  to  be  used  before  a 
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court-martial  to  be  held  undor  the  orders  of  the  honorabh:^  the  Secrota-rj'  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  adverse  party  was  duly  notified  and  did  attend  at  the  taking-  said  deposition.  The  said 
dejionent  being  bound  to  sea  is  the  cause  of  taking  this  deposition. 

JOHN  SOLEY,  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Quorum,  and  Public  Notary. 

Fees. — Taking  deposition,  making  caption,  travel,  and  attendance  on  ship  board,  $5. 


5. 

Interrnr/aforles  tn  hr  mhninistered  to  witnesses  to  he  examined  in  Boston  or  Charlestown,  Mass.,  on  behalf  of 
■     Mi'J.<hl/iitniii  (li-rrii.  III  a  prosecution  now  depending  against  him  before  a  court-martial  held  at  the  Navy 
yard  in  riuhnlr! [ihia.     Names  of  the  ivitnesses,  Hon.  L.  M.  Parker,  Joseph  Tufts,  and  G.  W.  Apdhorp, 
Esqrs. 

First  interrogatory.  Do  you  know  Midshipman  Green?  When,  where,  and  how  long  have  you  known 
him?  "Was  your  aciiuaintance  such  as  to  afford  you  an  opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted  witlr  his 
manners  ami  haliits?     .State  iiarticularly. 

Si'iiiiil  nilrrrui/iitni-i/.  What  wore  tlie  habits  and  manners  of  Midshipman  Green  during  your  know- 
k'llgc  "f  him?  W  as  he  ciKirsr.  xiolcut,  and  abusive,  in  his  manner  and  deportment,  or  otherwise?  Was 
he  adiiictcil  (,i  (liuiiki'iiiir.s  ny  an  excessive  use  of  spirituous  liquors?     Have  you  ever  seen  liim  intoxi- 

'Jliinl  iiilrrrn.jn!iiri/.  Were  the  dispi isitimi  and  teiiijier  ef  Midshipman  Green  mild  and  amiable,  or 
otherwis(.>':'  Was  his  cenversatioii  vulgar  and  profane,  nv  otherwise?  Was  he  inclined  to  scandal  or 
speaking  ill  of  others,  or  was  he  cautious  in  expressing  his  opinions  against  any  person? 

It  is  agreed  that  the  deposition  of  witnesses,  in  answer  to  the  foregoing  interrogations,  be  taken 
before  any  judge  or  justice  of  Boston  or  Charlestown,  Massachusetts. 

RICHARD  S.  COXE,  Judge  Advocate. 

I,  Joseph  Tufts,  of  Charlestown,  in  the  county  of  ^Middlesex,  and  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
Esq.,  of  lawful  age,  in  answer  to  interrogatories  put  to  me  in  behalf  of  Midshipman  Parnifold  Green,  in  a 
prosecution  now  pending  against  him  before  a  court-martial  sitting  at  the  Navy  yard  in  Philadelphia,  do 
testify  and  say: 

To  the  first  interrogatory  this  deponent  says  that  he  does  know  the  said  Green.  The  first  time 
he  saw  the  said  Green  was  at  the  office  of  William  Gordon,  Esq.,  in  Chailestewn,  in  relirnary  last; 
afterwai'ds,  in  April  last,  as  near  as  this  deponent  can  recollect;  it  might  b(>  in  Manli  last.  Said  Green 
went  to  board  at  Yoelin's  hotel,  in  Charlestown,  where  this  deponent  took  his  meals,  'fhis  deponent 
lodged  out  of  that  house,  in  a  room  of  his  own.  Said  Green  stayed  at  Yoelin's  until  this  deponi'iit  left, 
which  was  alviut  the  beginning  of  June  last;  said  Green  remained  there  afterwards.  During  this  time 
tliis  deponent  and  the  said  Green  ate  together  at  Yoelin's  house.  This  deponent  met  said  Green  there 
generally  tiiree  times  a  day,  at  meal  times,  and  sometimes  were  in  the  room  togetiier  a  few  minutes 
before  breakfast,  dinner,  or  supper;  at  which  times,  and  at  table,  this  deponent  very  frequently  conversed 
with  him. 

In  answer  to  the  second  interrogatory,  this  deponent  says  that  the  manners  of  said  Green,  whenever 
the  deponent  has  seen  him,  were  uniformly  mild,  polite,  and  gentlemanly,  and  remarkably  so.  His 
habits,  so  far  as  this  deponent  saw,  were  chaste,  correct,  and  temperate.  His  language  and  expressions, 
as  far  as  this  deponent  heard,  on  all  subjects  on  which  he  spoke,  were  moderate,  dignified,  and  refined. 
This  deponent  recollects  no  instance  of  iiis  being  in  the  least  degree  abusive,  in  word  or  action,  to  any 
one,  or  concerning  any  uue.  F.iit  tliis  depunt'nt  has  often  thon,L;-lit,  and  now  thinks,  that  said  Green  was 
always  uneommonly  eaniioas  of  nsinu'  (  .xpicssions  to  tJie  injmy  of  any  one,  or  concerning  or  accusing 
any  one.  This  depenent  never  saw  said  (irei'ii  into.xieated,  oi-  ia  the  least  degree  disguised  by  liquor; 
nor  dill  ills  a|)i)eaiance  ever  iiidicaio  to  this  de|ionenl,  while  at  "^I'oe'in's,  or  afterwards,  that  he  was 
addictid  to  dinnkenness  or  the  excessive  use  of  spirilnons  liipiois.  W'lien  this  deponent  first  saw  said 
Green  at  -Mr.  (Joriloii's  office,  he  heard  these  sundry  ehai-e-es  read  a-aiust  him,  and,  on  looking  at  said 
Green's  counteimnee,  it  did  appear  to  this  deiioneni,  at  hr,-,t  si--]it,  that  ihe  liabits  of  said  Green  were  not 
quite  correct;  but  on  further  acipiaintanee  with  him  al  Yoelin's.  this  iminission  was  soon  and  entirely 
erased  from  the  min<l  of  this  ili|,oiaaii :  and  his  eountenam-e  and  a|.|iearaiiee,  while  at  Yoelin's  and  after- 
wards, seemed  to  tliis  (le|ionent  to  indieate  a  man  of  teminTati-  and  i-oiici-t  hahits. 

In  answer  to  the  third  interrogatory,  this  deponent  says  that  the  disposition  of  said  Green  was 
uniformly,  wla'iievei-  this  deponent  sa'w  him,  mild  and  amiable.  He  was  res|ie<-ilul  to  all  older  than  him- 
self, andgeiifh  nianlv  to  all  others.  He  was  extremely  inquisitive  alter  uselnl  knowledge.  His  conver- 
sation indicated  that  h.'  had  read  much,  and  reflected  much  on  v/hat  he  had  read.  On  all  subjects  of 
polite  learning,  on  wddch  this  deponent  heard  him  converse,  he  appeared  to  possess  a  judgment  above  his 
years.  JOSEPH  TUFTS. 

Co.M.MOXWEALTH    OF    MASSACHUSETTS,  ) 

Iliddlesex,  November  27,  1827,     |  ^'^' 

On  the  day  and  year  aforesaid,  the  aforesaid  deponent  was  examined,  cautioned,  and  sworn, 
agreeably  to  law,  to  the  deposition  aforesaid,  by  him  subscribed,  taken  at  the  request  of  Farnifold  Green, 
to  be  used  at  a  court-martial  now  sitting  at  the  Navy  yard  in  Philadelphia,  upon  charges  preferred 
against  said  Green,  the  judge  advocate  having  assented  thereto.  The  said  deponent  living  more  than 
thirty  miles  from  the  place  of  trial,  the  cause  of  taking  this  deposition. 

WILLIAM  GORDON,  J  P.       . 
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Interrogatory  to  he  propounded  to  Leonard  M.  Parker,  of  Charles'own,  Massachusetts,  on  behalf  of  Midship- 
man F.  Green,  in  a  prosecution  now  depending  against  him  uefore  a  general  naval  court-martial,  now 
sitting  at  the  Navy  yard,  Philadelphia. 

Interrogatory.  Do  you  know  Midshipman  F.  Green;  when,  where,  and  how  long  have  you  known  him; 
was  your  acquaintance  such  as  to  oiford  you  an  opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted  with  his  manners 
and  habits:  if  so,  what  were  they?     State  particr.larly. 

I,  Leonard  M.  Parker,  obove  naiiinl,  in  answer  to  the  foregoing  interrogatory,  depose  and  say, 
that  I  am  acquainted  with  said  MidsliipiiKin  (incn;  he  was  a  boarder  in  the  coffee  house  where  I  lodged, 
in  Charlestown,  from  about  April  last,  until  the  litter  part  of  August;  during  that  period  I  usually  met 
him  at  the  table  at  the  regular  meals  of  the  day;  and  so  far  as  fell  under  my  observation,  his  conduct  and 
habits  were  correct.  I  liave  no  recollection  of  having  seen  him  intoxicated.  I  thought  him  a  young 
man  of  good  mind,  well  informed  on  general  subjects,  and  civil  and  gentlemanly  in  his  manners  and  con- 
versation. This  opinion  f.irnic(l,  after  he  had  bcu  sunn  weeks  in  the  lionse,  induced  me  to  give  him  an 
invitation  to  visit  the  news  romn,  wliene\cr  lie  slKniid  'ind  leisure  and  inclination  to  do  so.  Besides 
meeting  him  at  the  table,  I  often  saw  liini  at  other  jnmrs  in  tln'  day,  aiid  parti. -ularly  at  the  news  room. 

I  was  out  of  town  most  of  the  muntli  of  August,  iuiiuediately  preceding  his  leaving  Charleston. 

L.  M.  PARKER. 

Sworn  in  open  court,  this  3d  day  of  December,  1827. 

RICHARD  S.  COXE,  Judge  Advocate. 


In  the  case  of  Midshipman  Farnifold  Green,  depending  before  a  court-martial,  now  sitting  at  the 
Navy  yard  at  Philadelphia: 

Dr.  Richard  Kennon,  a  witness  produced  on  tlie  part  of  the  defendant,  being  duly  sworn,  doth  depose 
and  say:  That  he  is  a  surgeon's  mate,  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States;  that  he  commenced  his  duties  as 
such  at  the  station  in  Charlestown,  Massachusetts,  in  the  month  of  January,  1827.  The  ship  Independence 
was  then  lying  there,  as  a  receiving  ship,  and  itipshipman  Green  was  on  board  the  said  ship,  under 
suspension  from  duty.  The  deponent  has  knowni  Midshipman  Green  from  the  spring  of  1823,  when  he, 
Green,  was  attached'  to  the  John  Adams,  then  lying  at  Norfolk,  where  he  remained  fir  two  or  three 
months,  and  ficquently  saw  Mr.  Cicen,  li(ith  on  board  of  the  ship  and  on  shore:  that  during  that  time, 
he  never  saw  Mr.  (Ireen  in  a  state  of  iuio.xication;  that  he  had  not  the  least  suspicion  oi-  belief  that  he  had 
any  such  habits,  nor  ever  lieanl  such  a  suggestion  from  anybody.  The  deponent  iliuei]  eu  board  the  ship, 
his"  brother  beini;-  at, ached  to  her;  he  has  seen  Mr.  Green  in  company  with  the  ol'licers,  and  with  others, 
but  never  saw  anvthiii^'  to  raise  the  belief  or  suspicion  that  he  was  given  to  inteii]|ieiance,  or  any  exces- 
sive use  of  spiritiious  liiinors.  The  deponent  afterwards  saw  Mr.  Green  in  the  \\'est  Indies,  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1825,  the  deponent  being  attached  to  the  Constellation.  Mr.  Green  came  on  board  of  that  ship, 
and  the  deponent  was  there  with  him  for  about  two  or  three  weeks,  when  deponent  left  the  ship.  Tire 
deponent,  during  this  time,  saw  in  Mr.  Green  no  act  or  instance  of  intoxication,  nor  anything  in  his  con- 
duct, habits,  or  manners,  to  raise  in  him  even  the  suspicion  that  he  was  liable  to  any  such  charge,  or  was 
in  any  way  addicted  to  intemiicrance.  In  the  fall  of  the  same  year,  deponent  saw  Mr.  Green  again  at 
Norfolk,  where  he  avriM  d  in  the  schooner  (irampus;  and  his  conduct  and  habits  were  the  same  as  above 
stated,  as  far  as  deponent  had  an  opiiortnnity  of  judging,  but  Mr.  Cxrecn  remained  there  but  a  few  days; 
the  next  time  deponent  met  Mr.  Green  was  at  Charlestown,  on  board  the  Independence,  as  above  stated; 
the  deponent  was  on  the  station,  as  aforesaid,  from  January  until  May,  and  Mr.  Creen  left  the  ship  about 
two  or  three  weeks  before  deponent  left  the  station.  During  the  said  period,  that  is,  from  early  in 
January,  until  Mr.  t;reen  h'ft  the  ship,  deponent  was  gt nerally  twice  every  day  on  board  of  her,  and 
saw  and  conversed  with  Mr,  (ireeii;  deponent  believes  that,  on  an  average,  he  saw  Mr.  Green  twice  a 
dav,  dnrinn-  the  wlh  le  of  this  period;  deponent  never  saw  Mr.  Green  in  a  state  of  intoxication,  nor  did 
he" observe  anything  in  his  conduct,  language,  or  deportment  which  raised  in  his  nnnd  the  belief  or 
suspicion  that  Mr.  Green  was  in  any  degree  addicted  to  intenroerence,  or  the  immoderate  use  of  spirit- 
uous liquors,  nor  did  the  deponent  ever  hear  anybody  on  lioard  the  ship,  or  cdsewhere,  with  the  exception 
of  Mr.  White,  make  any  such  charge  or  suggestion  against  Mr.  (uveii.  The  deponent  feels  himself 
warranted  in  sayini;-  that,  fnun  all  the  knowledge  he  has  had  of  the  habits  ami  character  of  Mr.  Green, 
derived  as  aforesaiil,  he  is  a  gentleman  of  correct  and  sober  haiiits,  and  free  from  habits  of  intoxication. 
During  the  tinu'  that  Mr.  Creen  was  under  the  charge  of  a  sentinel,  the  deponent  received  a  message, 
that  he,  Mr.  (ireen,  wanteil  to  see  the  deponent,  who  went  to  him,  and  found  him  sick;  when  deponent 
was  speaking  to  hini,  the  sentinel  addressed  deponent,  at  d  said,  he  must  not  speak  to  him;  deponent  said, 
he  was  speaking-  to  him  as  his  physician:  the  sentinel  replied,  he  must  speak  to  him  on  no  subject;  that 
such  were  the  liiders  of  Mr.  White;  that  la'  was  not  to  allow  anybody  to  speak  to  Mr.  Green  on  any 
subject:  wliereupon,  deptment  left  the  apartment.  Sometime  after,  deponent  understood  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navv  had  given  Mr.  Green  permission  to  leave  the  ship,  and  deponent  saw  him  leave  her, 
esc^jrted  by  a  sentinel,  with  a  cutlass  in  his  hand,  who  accompanied  him  in  this  manner,  nearly  to  the 
gate  of  the  yard,  in  presence  of  the  crew  of  the  frigate  Java  and  several  officers. 

RICHARD  KENNON,  Surgeon's  Mate,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  in  open  court,  this  30th  Novembei-,  1827. 

RICHARD  S.  COXE,  Judge  Advocate. 
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Interrogatories  to  lie  administered  to  witnesses,  to  be  examined  in  svpport  of  charges  preferred  against  Lieut. 
John  White,  of  the  United  States  navy,  by  Farnifold  Green. 

First.  Were  you  attached  to  the  United  States  ship  Independence,  at  Charlestown,  Mass.,  in  the 
months  of  December,  1826,  January,  February,  March,  and  April,  1827;  and  had  you  an  opportunity  of 
knowing,  at  that  time,  the  conduct  and  character  of  Lieut.  John  White  and  Farnifold  Green?  State 
particularly. 

Second.  What  was  the  conduct  of  Lieut.  White?  Was  he  not  cruel  and  oppi-essive  to  those  under 
his  command?  Was  he  not  in  the  habit  of  abusing  the  men  and  repeatedly  insulting-  the  midshipmen  on 
board  the  United  States  ship  Independence? 

Third.  Do  you  know  of  any  acts  of  hostility  and  persecution  on  the  part  of  Lieut.  White  against 
Farnifdld  Green?     Did  you  at  any  time  hear  Lieut.  White  abuse  and  threaten  to  strike  said  Green? 

Fourth.  Do  you  know  of  Farnifold  Green's  confinement,  under  charge  of  a  sentinel,  by  the  order  of 
Lieut.  White?  What  were  the  restrictions  of  said  Green's  confinement?  Was  he  allowed  to  speak  or 
write  to  any  person?  Was  the  surgeon  of  the  ship  prevented,  by  the  order  of  Lieut.  White,  from  speak- 
ing to  said  Green  while  he  was  sick? 

Fifth.  Do  you  know  that  Farnifold  Green  was  sent  from  the  United  States  ship  Independence,  with 
a  sentinel  following  him  with  a  cutlass  through  the  Navy  yard,  by  the  order  of  Lieut.  John  White? 

<S7.rf/i.  Have  you  ever  known  anything  in  the  deportment  and  habits  of  Farnifold  Green  to  justify  the 
manner  of  Lieut.  White's  treatment?     State  particularly. 

Seccnth.  ^^'as  not  Lieut.  John  White  repeatedly  in  the  habit  of  playing  cards  on  board  the  United 
States  ship  Independence,  and  disturbing  the  midshipmen  in  their  department,  at  late  hours  in  the  night? 
•  Eighth.  Do  you  know  of  any  acts  of  cruelty  and  oppression  on  the  part  of  Lieut.  White  against  Mr. 
J.  D.  Smith,  late  midshipman  of  the  United  States  navy?     If  so,  relate  all,  and  particularly. 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  on  file  in  this  Department. 

J.  w.  CLARK,  a  a 

Navy  Departiiext,  December  22,  1829. 


Aj^^wers  to  the  interrogatories  propounded  in  the  case  of  Lieut.  White  and  Farnifold  Green. 

First.  I  was  attached  to  the  Navy  yard,  Cliarlestown,  Mass.,  during  the  time  alluded  to  in  the  ques- 
tion. The  sick  w,  re  living  on  board  the  Independence,  where  I  visited  them  every  day.  I  had  frequent 
opportunities  of  seeing  both  Lieut.  White  and  Farnifold  Green. 

Second.  The  conduct  of  Lieut.  White  towards  Mr.  Green  I  considered  cruel  and  oppressive.  His 
habits  of  abusing  the  men,  I  knew  nothing  of;  not  residing  on  board,  I  had  not  an  opportunity  of  witness- 
ing it. 

Third.  The  acts  of  persecution  on  the  part  of  Lieut.  White  against  Mr.  Green  will  be  fully  answered 
in  the  fourth  question.     I  never  myself  heard  Lieut.  White  threaten  to  strike  Mr.  Green. 

Fourth.  Farnifold  Green  was  confined  under  charge  of  a  sentinel,  as  I  xinderstood,  by  the  order  of 
Lieut.  AVhitc,  Ik-  being  in  command  of  the  ship,  and,  of  course,  no  one  on  boai-d  but  himself  had  this 
autlinriiy.  Mr.  (hcen  was  forbidden  to  have  any  communication  with  his  acquaintances  on  any  subject. 
He  was  IK  it  p  rmitted  to  write  to  or  to  speak  to  any  of  the  oflBcers,  on  any  subject,  for  several  days.  On 
one  occasion,  I  received  a  messag-e  from  Mr.  Green  that  he  was  unwell,  and  wished  me  to  visit  him.  I 
did  so,  and  found  him  quite  sick.  In  making  the  necessary  inquiries  as  to  his  disease,  I  was  stopped  by 
the  sentinel,  who  told  me  I  could  not  and  must  not  speak  to  him.  I  observed  to  him,  (the  sentinel,)  that  I 
was  speaking  to  Mr.  Green  as  his  j)h]i><ir:n}i:  ho  replied,  that  it  is  the  order  of  Lieut.  White  to  allow  no 
conversation  on  any  subject  to  be  canii'l    >n  \\'\\\\  .^[r.  Green.     With  this  I  left  the  apartment. 

Fifth.  Mr.  Green  was  escorted  lium  iIk'  Imlipendence  nearly  to  the  gate,  viz:  to  the  post  oiihe first 
sentinel,  by  a  marine  with  a  drawn  (■iit/a.<.<,  I  niKliTstood  from  several  ofScers,  by  the  order  of  Lieut.  John 
White. 

Si.rth.  I  have  never  known  Mr.  Green  guilty  of  any  act  to  render  the  treatment  he  received  justi- 
fiable. 

Seventh.  I  understood  frequently  that  Lieut.  White  did  play  cards  in  the  cabin  of  tlic  Independence, 
but  never  .^^air  him.,  as  I  was  seldom  in  the  ship  after  dark,  and  still  less  frciimutly  in  IIk'  cabin. 

Eighth.  I  know  nothing  personally  oi'  Lieut.  White's  treatment  to  jMr.  Smiili,  tlKnio-li  I  frequently 
heard  that  he  had  acted  towards  him  in  a  cruel  manner,  particularly  in  one  instance,  in  wliich  he  had  him 
confined  below. 

R.  KENNON,  Surgeon's  Mate,  U.  S.  N. 

Norfolk  Borough,  to  wit: 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Dr.  Richard  Kennon,  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  and  made  oath 
to  the  truth  of  the  above  statement,  this  6th  day  of  February,  1828. 

GEO.  T.  KENNON,  Alderman,  B.  Norfolk. 

I  certify  the  within  to  be  a  true  coiiy  of  the  original  on  file  in  the  Department. 

J.  W.  CLARK,  C.  a 
Navy  Department,  December  22,  1829. 
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Answers  to  the  interrogatories  sent  by  the  Bhn.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  to  he  administered  to  ivitnesses  to  he 
examined  in  support  of  char  ge>i  preferred  by  Farnfold  Green  against  Lieut.  John  White,  of  the  United 
States  navy. 

First.  I  was  attached  to  the  Navy  yard  at  Charlestown,  Mass.,  in  the  montlis  of  DcecinlnM-,  January, 
February,  March,  and  April,  and  had  an  opportunity,  and  generally  did  see  Lieut,  .lolm  White  and  Farni- 
fold  Green,  more  or  less,  every  day.  My  opportunity  of  knowing  their  conduet  ami  character  w  as  such 
as  an  acquaintance  of  five  or  six  months  would  give  to  an  officer  to  bscome  acquainted  witli  ofticcrs  of 
their  grade,  who  before  were  strangers. 

Second.  Lieutenant  John  White  had  the  reputation  by  some  of  the  midshipmen  of  the  Lidependencc, 
of  having  insulted  and  abused  some  officers  of  their  grade?,  then  attached  to  that  ship. 

Third.  I  liave  been  led  to  li  'lieve  hy  facts  and  circnni-itances  that  have  come  within  my  observation, 
that  Lieutenant  John  White  was  hn^iHe'iu  I'aiaiilnM  (hcen,  and  that  he  was  guilty  of  acts  of  persecution 
towards  the  said  Green;  at  ime  time  1  heard  [jientenant  John  White  curse  the  said  Green;  but  I  think  he 
did  not  threaten  to  strike  him,  the  said  (ucen. 

Fourth.  I  saw  thi'  sentinel  in  the  room  in  which  Mr.  Green  messed,  with  a  drawn  cutlass,  and  heard 
him  prohibit  Dr.  Kenmm,  one  of  the  sui-con's  mates  of  the  station,  from  speaking  to  him;  and  when  he, 
the  said  Konnon,  toM  him  lie  v>-as  speaking  to  tlie  said  Green  respecting  his  symptoms  or  sickness,  he 
told  liim  lie  eonhl  not  lielp  it;  his  ordeis  IVoni  Mr  White  were,  not  to  allow  anybody  to  speak  to  him  on 
any  suliject;  as  to  his  writing,  1  do  not  know  tiiat  there  was  or  was  not  an  order  respecting  it. 

Fiph.  i  was  on  board  the  Imlependi'nce  upon  the  morning  Farnifold  Green  left  that  ship;  he 
informed  me  he  had  obtained  leave  of  al)sence  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  showed  me  the  letter 
which  he  said  had  just  been  sent  to  him;  he  also  informed  me  he  was  to  leave  the  ship  in  charge  of  the 
sentinel  then  in  the' room,  and  asked  some  advice  about  it;  that  it  was  by  the  order  of  Lieutenant  John 
White,  I  cann.it  say. 

iSi.r/li.  I  have  never  known  anything  in  the  deportment  or  habits  of  Farnifold  Green  to  justify  the 
treatment  ol'  Inentenant  John  White. 

ScLrnlh.  1  did  not  sleep  on  board  the  Independence,  and  do  not  know  respecting  this  interrogatory. 

Eighth.  I  heard  tire  midshipmen  of  the  Independence  say  that  J.  D.  Smitli  had  been  in  irons,  by  order 
of  Lieutenant  John  White;  but  I  cannot  say  it  was  so,  from  my  own  observation. 

G.  W.  PALMER. 

Norfolk  Borough,  to  wit: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  an  alderman  of  the  borough  of  Norfolk,  G.  W.  Palmer,  sur,geon's 
mate  in  the  navy  of  the  Uinted  States,  and  made  oath  to  the  truth  of  the  statements  herein  contained. 

GEORGE  T.  KENNON. 

February  8,  1828. 

I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  original  on  file  in  the  Department. 

J.  W.  CLARK,  C.  C. 
Navy  Department,  December  22,  1829. 


Cojnj  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Midshipman  Farnifold  Green,  dated — 

Navy  Department,  October  22,  1827. 
A  naval  general  court-martial  has  been  ordered  to  assemble  at  the  Navy  yard,  in  Philadelphia,  on  the 
1st  of  November  next,  at  which  time  you  will  report  to  Commodore  William  Bainbridge,  president  of  the 
court,  for  trial. 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  the  charges  and  specifications  preferred  against  you;  also,  a  list  of  the  witnesses; 
and  if  there  are  any  others  whose  testimony  you  consider  necessary,  you  will  inform  the  Department,  that 
due  notice  may  be  given  to  them. 

Lid  of  witnesses. 

Lieutenant  Jolm  White,  Mrs.  Elizalietli  White,  Midshipmen  Mark  Hale,  John  L.  Spencer,  Samuel 
Penhallow,  Joshua  II.  Justin,  Tlieodoiv  P.  Green,*  James  P.  McKinstry,*  Timotliy  B.  Field,*  Samuel 
Lockwood,*  Charles  Green;  Surgeon  Jolui  A.  Kearney;  Surgeons'  mates  Gideon  White,  jr.,  (absent,) 
George  Palmer,  Joseph  S.  ('oiiiwall,f  Israel  D.  Smith ;f  Quartergunner  Stephen  Ball;  Master-at-arms 
David  S.  Phillips;  David  Trnsty,  l^enjamin  Adams,  Thomas  Scipio,  ordinary  seamen;  John  Van  Dreist, 
Samuel  Wheelock,  boys;  Wealthy  Robinson,  female  domestic;  the  marine  guard. 

Navy  Department,  January  8,  1830. 
I  do  certify  that  the  within  is  a  true  copj-  from  the  records  of  this  Department. 

J.  W.  CLARK,  Chief  Clerk: 


Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Orlober  2S,  1827. 

Sir:  I  have  heretofore  informed  you  that  mv  most  important  witnesses  in  the  existing  difficulties 

between  Lieutenant  John  White  and'myself.    wi'ie  Midshipmen  J.  P.  McKinstiy.  William   ilooe,  J.  H. 

Justin,  John  Young,  William  Ward,  and  Charles  Crawford,   boatswain;  and   lik.'wise  added,  that  their 

presence  would  be  necessary  to  invalidate  the  testimony  of  Midshipman  Mark  Hale;  and  that  it  was 

*  Absent  from  the  United  States.  t  '^"■'■e  midshipmen. 
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impossible  for  me  to  examine  my  witnesses,  in  taking  their  affidavits,  in  sucli  a  manner  as  to  avail  myself 
of  all  theexplauutions  they  iiii-ht  give  of  the  testimony  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution,  were  tliey  present 
Those  witnesses  ynu  liavi'  nidcicil  to  sea. 

My  witness(/s  tliai  are  now  in  the  United  States,  are  L.  M.  Parker,  Joseph  Tufts,  William  Gordon 
and  C.  \V.  A].th(irp,  E.S(irs.,  uf  Cliarlestown,  Mass.,  J.  S.  Cornwall,  and  Francis  S.  Key,  late  midshipmen  of 
the  navy,  and  Surgeons'  mates  Kichard  Kennon  and  G.  W.  Palmer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  p    GREEN 

To  the  lion,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  United  States  Navy  Department. 


Copy  of  a  statement  made  by  Midshipman   Ward,  of  the  correspondence  between  Midshipman  Green  and 
Jlidshipman  Mark  Hale,  at  Boston,  Massachusetts,  in  1827. 

Boston,   Ajvil  20,  182'7. 
To  the  midshij^men  of  the  U  S.  ship  Independence: 

The  following  is  a  disclosure  of  a  controversy  between  Midshipmen  F.  Green  and  Mark  Hale  of  the 
navy,  and  an  exposure  of  the  base  and  pusillanimous  conduct  of  the  latter.  As  the  friend  of  Mr.  Green 
I  not  only  consider  it  proper,  but  a  duty  incumbent  on  me,  to  make  known  to  those  who  view  Midshipman 
Hale  in  the  light  of  a  gentleman,  that,  in  consequence  of  his  having  acted  like  a  vile  and  arrant  poltroon 
I  hold  myself  aicduiital.lc,  in  saying  that  he  is  a  coward,  and  no  gentleman;  and  should  be  looked  upon[ 
by  every  man  uf  h.mnr  and  sensibility,  with  sovereign  contempt.     The  particulars  are  as  follows: 

The  said  Mi(lshi|inian  Hale  did,  for  a  circumstance  in  which  he  was  as  much  to  blame  as  Mr.  Green, 
render  himself  highly  culpable,  by  reporting,  and  using  ungentlemanly  means  to  have  Mr.  Green  placed 
under  charge  of  a  sentinel.  After  succeeding  in  causing  iMr.  Green's  situation  to  be  as  unpleasant  as 
possible,  he  made  repeated  and  open  assertions  that  he  would  give  Mr.  G.  any  redress  he  might  demand- 
and  that  he  Wduld  insult  liim,  if  he  thought  Mr.  G.  would  require  satisfaction;  but  he  knew  (he  said) 
that  .Ml-.  C  would  not  li-ht  or  eliallenge  any  person.  A  few  days  after  this,  Mr.  G.  sent,  by  me,  a  com- 
munieatioii  to  .\lul>lii|,iii:in  Hale,  demanding  atonement;  not  a/o?ie because  Midshipman  H.  made  the  above 
assertion,  Imt  iM.caii^e  lie  lelt  himself  grossly  injured,  in  many  other  respects,  by  Midshipman  Hale's 
unprecedented  conduct.  The  place,  and  manner  of  settling  the  difficulty,  were  appointed  by  Midshipman 
H's  friend  and  myself;  but,  within  a  few  hours  of  the  meeting  on  the  field,  Midshipman  Hale,  in  viola- 
tion of  his  honor,  and  the  advice  and  feelings  of  his  friend,  sent  me  word  that  he  could  not  fight  Mr. 
Green,  as  may  be  obviously  known  by  the  following  communications: 

Ch.\rlestown,  April  12,  182T. 
Sir:  I  know  not  what  can  justify  the  assertions  you  pretend  to  maintain,  that  I  would  allow  you  to 
insult  me,  without  demanding  atonement;  unless  a  conviction  of  your  not  meriting  the  notice  of  a  gentle- 
man, after  the  base  atiemps  that  you  and  your  friend  have  made  to  injure  me.  But,  sir,  so  long- as  you 
still  hold  out  some  ineti'nsions  as  a  gentleman,  and  some  of  the  officers  of  this  station  consider  you  as 
such,  I  will  relieve  all  doubts  and  farther  scruples  on  your  part,  by  informing  you  that  my  friend,  the 
bearer  of  this,  is  authorized  to  make  all  further  arrangements. 

Your  obedient  servant,  F.  GREEN. 

To  Midshipman  Mark  Hale. 

Charlestown-,  April  12,  1827. 
Sir:  I  will  inform  you  that  Midshipman  E.  L.  Greenwood  is   authorized  to  make  arrangements  with 
you,  as  regards  Mr.  Green  and  myself 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  MARK  HALE. 

To  Midshipman  Ward,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Charlestown,  Ajjril  12,  1827. 

Sir:  My  friend,  Mr.  Hale,  accepts  the  communication  handed  him  liy  you  from  Midshipman  Green; 
and  I,  being  authorized  to  make  arrangements  with  you  for  the  eontemplated  mei'tin.L;-,  I  appoint  Wednes- 
day next,  the  18th  instant,  at  2  o'clock,  P.  M.,  for  the  settlement  of  iliis  afliir.  ,Vt  that  time,  the  parties 
will  meet  on  Williams'  Island;  the  spot  to  be  selected  by  the  parties,  alter  the  arrival  on  the  said  island: 
weapons,  to  be  pistols;  distance,  ten  paces — to  be  measured  by  tlie  seconds;  when  the  parties  will  take 
their  places  in  an  erect  position.  The  question  will  be  asked,  are  you  ready?  if  in  the  affirmative,  the 
answer  will  be,  ready.  The  second  will  then  give  the  word  jire.'  he  will  count  one,  two,  three;  counting 
as  near  one  in  a  second  as  he  can  judge.  The  parties  will  fire  between  the  words  one  and  three.  You 
and  myself  shall  cast  lots  who  shall  give  the  word. 

Your  obedient  servant,  E.  L.  GREENWOOD. 

To  Midshipman  Ward,  U.  S.  Navy. 

Ch.\rlestown,  Api'il  17,  1827. 
Sir:    Upon  farther  consideration,    I   have   concluded   to   withdraw  my  acceptance   of  Mr.    Green's 
challenge,  until  he  shall  have  acquitted  himself,  honorably,  of  the  charges  and  specifications  now  pre- 
ferred against  him;  then,  I  shall  call  on  him  for  satisfaction  for  the  repeated  insults  which  I  have  received 
from  him. 

Your  obedient  servant,  MARK  HALE. 

To  iMidshipman  E.  L.  Greenwood,    U.  S.  Navy,  for  F.  Green. 

The  above,  I  solemnly  aver  to  be  a  true  account. 

W.  WARD. 
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Charlestown,  Massachusetts,  May  24:,  1821. 

Sir:  I  am  constrained  to  report  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  the  conduct  of  Midship- 
man F.  Green,  on  leave  of  absence  at  this  place. 

Understanding  tliat  he  was  already  in  arrest,  I  have  refrained,  before  novsr,  from  representing  any- 
thing that  might  aciuiimlatc  tlio  weight  of  his  errors;  but  his  recent  behavior  has  been  characterized 
by  such  premeditated  iiiisiliid',  iliat  my  regard  for  the  reputation  of  the  service  leaves  me  no  other  alter- 
native than  an  appeal  to  your  aiitliority. 

Miil.slii|iiiiaii  (incii  lias,  as  1  am  correctly  informed,  traduced  the  character  of  his  commandant.  Cap- 
tain Ciaiir,  in  the  incsciicc  of  citizens  of  this  town;  and  has  made  the  conduct  of  other  of  his  superior 
oflicers  thn  iiipic  ui'  his  ribald  and  reproach. 

No  cause  lor  such  behavior  can  be  assigned,  unless  originating  in  a  habit  of  open  intemperance, 
producing,  at  times,  an  alienation  of  his  judgment  and  reason. 

JOHN  A.  KEARNEY. 

To  Captain  John  Gallagher. 


Charlestown,  June  1,  1827. 

Sir:  I  have  been  verbally  informed  that,  in  a  conversation  wliich  passed  between  yourself  and  Dr. 
Kearney,  of  the  navy,  he  tdld  you  it  was  his  intention  to  report  me  for  some  expressions  you  informed 
him  I  had  made  respiitin;^'  Captain  Crane,  the  late  commander  of  this  station. 

I  have  just  seen  a  Icttir  addressed  to  Captain  Gallagher,  by  Dr.  Kearney,  respecting  myself,  in 
which  he  states  that  I  lia\e,  in  the  presence  of  citizens,  spoken  disrespectfully  of  Captain  Crane,  and 
likewise  observes  that  he  can  in  no  way  account  for  my  improper  expressions,  except  from  deep  intem- 
perance, which,  he  further  adds,  has  destroyed  my  judgment  and  reason.  For  the  above  causes,  I  am 
necessitated  to  trouble  you,  and  respectfully  request  that  you  will  inform  me  by  writing,  and  as  fully  as 
you  recollect,  all  that  passed  between  you  and  that  gentleman  at  the  time  alluded  to. 
I  am,  sir,  with  high  respect. 


C.  W.  Apthorp,  Esq.,  Charlestown,  Massachusetts. 


F.  GREEN. 


Charlestowx,  Mass.,  June  1,  1821. 

Sir:  It  is  with  pain  and  regret  I  learn,  by  your  note  of  this  date,  that  a  renuirk  which  inadvertently 
fell  from  me,  respecting  yourself,  in  a  conversation  wWh  Dr.  Kearnoy,  simic  time  since,  has  been  made 
the  subject  of  a  report  to  the  commanding  officer  on  this  station,  w  liich  may  probably  be  injurious  to  you, 
at  the  Navy  Dcpartmout.  T,  therefore,  in  justiee  to  yon,  ami  in  romplianee  with  your  request,  will  state, 
as  well  as  I  can  now  rccolhct,  what   passed  in  that  '■,,i,v,M-sal  ion,  and  how  it  happened. 

Some  tinii>  |n-o\iows  to  your  coniin,^'  to  board  in  the  house  where  we  for  the  first  time  met.  Doctor 
Kearney  had  formed  one  of  our  eomiiauy,  but  had  left  our  table,  to  unite  with  several  gentlemen  of  the 
navy,  in  another  room.  One  evening,  I  think  about  a  week  after,  I  was  sitting  in  our  room;  Dr.  K.  came 
in,  and,  in  his  usual  friendly  manner,  entered  into  conversation  with  me,  in  course  of  which  he  asked 
me  if  "we  had  any  addition  to  our  mess,  since  he  left  it."  I  replied  that  Mr.  Green,  of  the  navy,  had 
joined  us.  lie  then  remarkeil  that  you  were  under  arrest,  and  inquired  as  to  your  habits.  I  told  him 
that  your  habits  had  been  iierfectly  correct  and  gentlenninlike;  that  I  had  heard  from  yourself  that  you 
were  suspemled,  and  you  a|iiieared  nmch  irritated  a,i;-ainst  Caiitaiu  Crane  and  Lieutenant  White.  Dr.  K. 
asked  me  wliat  yuu  said;  1  replied,  that  your  conversation  had  been  open  and  in  general  terms,  in 
presence  of  others  as  well  as  myself,  and  that  I  could  not  repeat  precisely  your  expressions;  but,  from 
your  manner,  I  thought  you  to  be  a  good  deal  exasperated,  particularly  against  Mr.  White,  who  you  con- 
sidered to  have  treated  you  very  ill. 

Dr.  Kearney  then  observed  that  he  should  report  you,  for  speaking  improperly  and  disrespectfully 
of  your  superior  officers.  I  requested  him  not  to  do  it,  as  my  acquaintance  with  you  was  recently  formed; 
that  I  was  more  than  double  your  age,  and,  as  a  citizen,  I  should  regret  to  injure  or  to  interfere  in  any 
way  with  gentlemen  of  the  service.  Dr.  Kearney  r(>plied  that  he  Avas  bound  by  duty  to  make  it  known, 
and  that  he  ciudd  not  retrain  tVom  doin^-  so.  He  then  left  me;  in  a  few  minutes  after,  I  went  to  him,  and 
a  second  time  ur-'ed  him  to  let  the  .allair  di-o|i,  as  it  would  give  me  great  uneasiness  to  get  you  into  diffi- 
culty, by  nqieatin,!;-  eoiiveisat ion  had  in  the  house,  which  I  at  all  times  disapproved  of,  though  I  had  not 
come  to  retract  anylhinu'  1  had  before  sai<l  to  him.  l»r.  Kearnev  said  some  notice  must  be  taken  of  it,  to 
put  a  stop  to  that  kind  ol'  talk,  which  was  very  injurious  io  the  ser\ic<.;  he  thought  his  sense  of  duty 
compelled  him  to  repoi-t  it ;  but  he  would  take  upon  himsell'  the  responsibility,  without  giving  his  author. 
This  is,  as  near  as  I  can  recollect,  all  that  passed  between  Dr.  K.  and  myself.  The  next  morning,  as  you 
will  remember,  I  mentioncil  the  circumstance  to  you,  that  you  might  look  to  me  as  the  source  of  the 
report,  if  any  should  bi'  madi';  and  I  have  heard  nothing  more  of  it  till  I  received  your  note  to-day. 

I  do  assure  you,  sir,  from  my  personal  observation  of  you,  for  two  months  that  we  have  lived  together, 
during  which  I  have  seen  you  every  day,  nothing  could  surprise  me  more  than  a  charge  against  you  of 
intemperance.  I  declare  I  Jiave  never  seen  anything  in  you  at  all  approaching  to  it;  and,  from  your 
appearance  and  manners,  I  should  as  little  suspect  it  of  you,  as  of  the  most  delicate  female. 

On  the  contrary,  your  whole  deportment,  since  you  have  been  in  the  house  with  me,  has  given  me 
the  most  favorable  impression  of  your  character  and  mind;  as  I  know  it  also  has  to  all  the  gentlemen 
who  meet  you  at  our  table. 

With  best  wishes  for  your  prosperity,  I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  M.  APTHORP. 

To  Mr.  F.  Green,  U.  S.  Navy. 
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Charlestown,  ilfass.,  May  31,  1827. 
To  the.  Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  U.  S.  Navy: 

Sir:  I  have  understood  tliat  it  has  been  reported  to  you  that  Midshipman  Farnifold  Green  has  used 
language  injurious  to  Captain  Ciane,  in  the  presence  and  hearing  of  citizens.  For  more  than  a  month 
past,  I  have  ate  witli  Mr.  Ciccn,  in  ciniipany  with  other  citizens,  at  the  same  taljle,  at  a  public  house  in 
this  town.  Mr.  (h-vm  Ind-vs  in  ilii.s  piililic  house,  but  I  do  not.  I  feel  it  to  be  an  act  of  justice  to  Mr. 
Green,  which  it  is  my  duly  In  piilunu,  to  declare  that  I  have  not  the  slightest  recollection  of  ever  hear- 
ing hina  say  a  word  ajMinst  Mr.  t'raue. 

Mr.  GreiMi  a]']i(  ais  tn  nic  to  he  a  gentleman  of  very  modest,  dignified,  and  inoffensive  manners.     He 
is  unciininKinly  cantidiis,  fur  a  in  rson  of  his  age,  in  expressing  any  opinion  against  any  person  whatever; 
ild  and  amiable,  and  not  at  all  inclined  to  scandal  or  satire;  his  conversa- 
1  profanity  and  other  similar  faults. 

a  great  v^hile,   drank  too  much,   I  will  not  say;  I  am  opposed  to  any  use 
(•r'pt  in  case  of  sickness.     This  I  can  affirm  of  Mr.  Green,  that  I  have  never 
seen  him  int'ixiratcil.  nr  in  tin-  hsist  disguised  with  liquor. 

That  Mr.  (mvch  [m.-^srs^rs  very  superior  natural  talents,  is  probably  well  known  to  you;  but,  perhaps, 
yon  ari'  not  aware  of  a  circnm^laiice,  which  is  true  respecting  him,  that  he  has  read  a  vast  number  of 
books;  liii.s,  ii  \v(Mild  soi'iii,  jiromi.scnon.sly  a.s  he  (-(juld  olitain  tlicin;  and  that  he  exhibits  in  his  conversa- 
tion, ovidon,-,-  of  haviii-  ivlioriod  miicli,  'and  d-oply,  upon  ^vhat  lie  has  read. 

lie  in'olialily  is  iioi  ciiiii.  ly  iVcr  irom  soiin'  oi'  ihe  laiilts  and  indiscretions  of  youth;  but,  there  is 
good  iiope  that  surli  laiilis.  if  lie  has  them,  will  pass  away  with  his  youth.  His  mind  may  revolt  at 
harshness  of  demeanor  towmd^  him;  but,  from  the  manner  in  which  he  bears  remarks  from  me,  relative 
to  conduct,  I  am  satisiicd  ili.u  ihoro  is  no  person  who  could  listen,  and  conform  more  readily,  than  he,  to 
advice  and  directions  nl.itivc  to  his  conduct,  given  in  the  spirit  of  kindness,  by  one  of  greater  age  and 
experience. 

He  is  young;  he  is  far  from  his  relations,  and  in  a  situation  in  which  it  is  difficult  for  a  youth  not  to 
be  indiscreet  sometimes.  From  my  acquaintance  with  him,  I  feel  a  strong  wish  and  hope  that  the  navy 
may  have  the  benefit  of  the  exertions  of  bis  manhood;  I  am  sure  he  is  capable  of  being  an  ornament  to 
it. 

I  have  written  this  of  my  own  accord,  on  hearing  of  the  above  report,  and  not  at  the  request  of  any 
person;  it  being  what  I  deem  an  act  of  justice,  and  therefore  a  duty,  I  hope,  sir,  you  will  excuse  it. 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  TUFTS. 


21sT  Congress.]  No.    398.  [1st  Session. 

ON    CLAIM    OF    MRS.    SUSAN    DECATUR    AND    OTHERS,   FOR    PRIZE    MONEY    FOR    THE 
DESTRUCTION  OF  THE  FRIGATE  PHILADELPHIA  IN  THE  HARBOR  OF  TRIPOLL 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  JANUARY  1,   1830. 

Doctor  Heermann^ s  deposition. 

Philadelphia,  Ajml  21,  1828. 
Dear  Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  demand  of  the  honorable  the  chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee  of 
the  Senate,  "  to  prepare  a  written  statement  of  all  the  particulars  relative  to  the  capture,  &c.,  of  the 
Philadelphia,"  I  do  myself  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  to  you  also,  as  chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  my  testimony  (to  the  best  of  my  recollection  and  belief)  of  a  series  of 
incidents  and  facts  "connected  with  that  affair;"  and  as,  in  the  acquittal,  I  have  exceeded  the  bounds 
originally  prescribed  to  myself  as  requisite,  it  is  incumbent  on  me  to  state  that  the  information  derived 
"from  documents"  alluded  to  in  the  affidavit,  and  a  strong  sense  of  justice  to  my  deceased  companions 
in  arms,  has  been  the  ruling  motive. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  signal  respect  and  esteem,  dear  sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  HEERMANN. 
The  Hon.  Michael  Hoffman,  Member  of  Congress  from  New  Yoi'k,  Washington. 

Note. — For  the  other  documents  relating  to  these  claims,  see  antecedent  Nos.  281,  320,  333,  345, 
and  362. 

Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  city  of  Philadelphia: 

On  this  twenty-sixth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  before  me,  "William 
Milnor,  an  alderman  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and,  ex-officio,  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  duly  appointed  and  sworn,  personally  appeared  Doctor  Lewis  Heermann,  a  surgeon  in  the 
""  "     "   '■    '"■    ■   s,  who  dcpnsi-th  upon  oath:  "That  having  bi-en  chosen,  in  common  with  his  brother 
mod,. re  S  I. 'pi  I  on  Mocatiii',  I  lion  a  lionti'iiant  comma  mlant,  to  accompany  him  on  an 
i.  ilosiruolioii  ot  I  he  la  to  I'll  it  oil  Siatos  fia-'aio  i '1 1 1  ladoi  pjda  for  its  object,  then  in 
•  of  the  Tnitod  Siatos,  and  lying  in  tlio  liarhor  ot  Tiipoli,  on  the  coast  of  Africa, 
od  iindoi-  the  command  of  the  said  Stephen  Decatur,  iVom  Syiamiso,  in  Sicily,  on 
y,  ciulitccn  hundred  and  four,  in  his  official  capacity  as  sm^oon  oi'  tiio  Lite  ketch, 
id  Docainr,  from  the  enemy,)  and  called  the  Intrepid,  lor  tins  o-|iocial  occasicm,  by 

.     _.      ___    vard  Preble,  then  commanding  the  Mediterranean  squadron;  also,  that  the  United 

States  brig  Syren,  Lieutenant  Commandant  Charles  Stewart,  sailed  in  company,  for  purposes  connected 


navy  of  the  United  St 
officers,  by  the  1:, to  ( 
expedition  which  hai 

possession 
he,  the  dep 
the  third  d 
(taken  a^|, 
the  late  Co 

of   th,.  cm 
lonent,  do, 
ay  of  FcIm 
rize  by  iIh 
mmodore 
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with  the  expedition.  Deponent  further  declareth  that,  in  the  pursuit  of  the  above  object,  great  uncer" 
tainty  and  continued  hardships  were  experienced  by  the  ofBcers  and  crew  of  the  Intrepid,  as  arising  from 
an  accidental  supply  of  putrid  provisions,  the  frail  construction  and  small  size  of  the  vrssel,  with  the 
occurrence  of  a  severe  gale,  which,  in  disappointing  early  success,  laid  the  foundation  of  apprehensions 
for  eventual  failure;  the  discovery  by  the  enemy  of  an  armed  force  having  been  anchored  near  the  port 
being  rendered  more  than  probable.  That,  at  or  before  mid-day  on  the  sixteenth  of  February,  the  town 
of  Tripoli  hove  in  sight;  that,  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  under  an  unpromising  aspect  of  the 
weather,  a  council  of  ofScers,  held  on  board  the  ketch,  came  to  the  conclusion  of  anticipating  the  hour 
previously  appointed  (by  Captains  Stewart  and  Decatur  conjointly)  for  entering  the  harbor:  with  .a  full 
understanding  on  their  part  that  the  aid  of  the  Syren's  boats  was  necessarily  forfeited  by  this  new 
arrangement,  and  the  safety  of  retreat  out  of  the  harbor  placed  exclusively  at  the  risk  of  the  officers  and 
men  who  formed  the  complement  of  the  Intrepid — a  bolil  nicasini' — tlic  rcs|iiiiisilii]ity  of  which  they  justly 
appreciated,  but  under  existing  circumstances  was  cmisidricd  n  Icssn-  evil  than  that  which  would  have 
arisen  from  procrastination.  That  by  stratagem,  and  mil  Avdhmit  difficulty,  the  krtch  was  laid  alongside 
the  frigate,  at  or  about  ten  o'clock.  That  under  an  irrcsistable  impulus  the  assailants  boarded  and  car- 
ried her,  while  Midshipman  Thomas  0.  Anderson,  with  a  crew  detached  from  the  brig  Syren  on  the  day 
before,  took  his  assigned  station  in  a  boat,  for  the  purpose  of  dispatching  those  of  the  enemy  who  might 
flee  from  the  carnage  of  the  boarders;  as  also  to  give  notice  of  and  attack  any  of  the  enemy's  force  that 
miglit  approach  the  iship.  That  dcpiniciit,  according  to  prior  ari-angement,  was  placed  simultaneously  in 
conniKiiid  <'f  the  liitrcpid,  witli  ci'dcrs  suitable  to  the  occasion;  that  "look-outs"  were  stationed  by  him 
to  obsi-i  \c  any  iii(i\ciiicMt  in  the  harlmr,  and  guard  against  surprise.  That  the  same  precautionary  vigi- 
lance adopted  on  board  the  IVi-atc  Imincil  uno  nf  the  fundamental  mensnros  of  security,  ns  was  proved  Jn 
the  instance  of  one  ut  th<'  '■  iMuk-unts,"  (l.clicvc.l  |,,  l,avc  Ium-h  stati.HMMl  ,,n  the  .stailuiavd  bow  of  the 
Philadelphia,)  reportin-  in  (|niik  succrs.iun  ihc  appn.ach  nf  enemy's  heats,  .-ind  their  retreat,  with  an 
interval  of  time  just  snllici.Mit  to  execute  Ih.'  mil.T  whicli  -rew  out  ef  it— 'ef  killiii-  all  prisoners,"  and 
draw  IVeni  the  ketch  part  of  a  supply  of  aninninit  imi,  .-^mall  arms,  and  pikes,  I'uv  the  defence  of  the  ship. 
That  after  the  liasty  retreat  of  the  boats,  attrihulalde  tn  the  su-hlen  illumination  of  the  gun-deck  at  this 
juncture  iiy  the  li.ui'itcd  candles  of  the  boarders,  condiuslihles  weie  handed  on  hoard,  a  part  of  which  had 
been  received  on  board  the  ketcli  at  Syracuse,  (where  some  had  been  prepared  and  others  purchased,) 
and  a  part  from  the  IuIl;-  Syren  after  leaving  port.  That  the  systematic  arrangement  of  the  plan, 
embracing  every  coutin^iiicy  incident  to  the  boarding,  capturing,  and  firing  the  ship,  having  been  formed 
with  consummate  skill  and  fonsi-ht,  the  execution  of  these  objects  with  the  greatest  regularity,  consumed 
a  smaller  space  of  time  than  c(udd  jiossibly  be  imagined.  That  the  boarding  officers  and  crew,  literally 
chased  from  below  deck,  were  jnusued  by  the  flames  to  the  ketch,  and  herself,  from  the  unavoidable 
difficulty  of  getting  from  alongside,  was  well  nii^li  enveloped.  That  to  obviate  this  calamity  various  and 
well  directed  efforts  were  made  without  effect,  until  at  last  her  lioats  being  got  ahead,  and  her  rigging, 
&c.,  cleared,  she  was  successfully  towed  luit  of  the  inlhience  of  the  cuirent  of  air  that  with  great  violence 
rushed  from  every  side  towards  the  llames,  which,  issuin--  fiom  the  hatchways  and  seizing  the  rigging 
from  below  to  two  of  the  mast-heails  then  standin--,  playe(l  also  most  furiously  from  every  gun-port  and 
scupper-hole  athwart  the  ket<  h.  That  in  the  momentary  coid'usion  that  preceded  this  escape,  the  frigate's 
boat,  which  had  been  captured  ahm.-side  a.n<l  the  crew  killed  by  Mr.  T.  0.  Anderson's  party  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  action,  ^-ot  adrift,  and  the  enemy's  ilai;-  of  the  frigate  being  also  lost,  left  no  trophy  in 
possession  save  one  'I'ripolitan,  who  toward  the  close  of  operations  was  made  prisoner  by  deponent. 
That  the  whooping  and  screaming  of  the  enemy,  on  being  hoarded  and  defeated,  drew  an  almost  instan- 
taneous and  continued  fiic  of  small  arms  from  two  xeliecs  lying  near;  and  that  after  throwing  a  rocket 
by  Captain  Decatur,  which  was  done  immediati  ly  upon  possession  being  had  of  the  ship,  a  bi'isk  cannon- 
ade commenced,  and  was  kept  up  IVoiu  the  cattle  and  oilier  batteries. 

That,  by  means  of  towin^;,  ((■xclusiv(dy  hy  one  or  hoth  other  boats,)  sweeps  inboard,  and  sails  set, 
tlie  ketch  made  good  her  retreat,  and  had  arii\-ed  at  the  rocks  forming  the  outermost  boundary  of  the 
harbor,  when  she  was  met  by  the  Syn-n's  hoats,  who,  in  being  so  much  nearer  at  hand  than  had  been 
calculated  on,  surprised  the  nautical  oflii-ers  o|'  the  Intrepid  (piite  as  much  as  had  the  incpiiry  of  the  cap- 
tain of  the  Philadelphia,  hefore  hoarding  her,  ■' resj.ecting  the  vessel  astern"— meaning  the  brig  Syren; 
and  proving  that,  notwithstanding  her  great  distance  in  tiie  ofting  during  daylight,  she  had  been  noticed. 
That,  ere  this  tiua',  the  IVigate's  guns  had  commenced  discharging,  and  those  of  the  enemj' now  slackened 
their  fire;  that  now,  also,  the  breeze  freshened,  and,  shortly  after,  increased  considerably,  but  being  fair, 
made  good  weatlier  of  it.  That,  some  time  after  midnight,  the  ketch  joined  company  with  the  Syren,  then 
under  way,  and  at  a  distance  in  the  offing:  and  that  the  two  vessels  reached  Syracuse  on  or  about  the 
nineteenth  of  the  sauu'  month.  I»e]ionent  also  states  that,  after  the  perusal  of  documents  accompanying 
a  report  bearing  the  numlier  201,  of  the  Naval  Committee  of  the  House  of  Rejjrescntatives,  made  at  the 
present  session,  being  the  first  of  the  twentieth  Congress,  he  feids  liimsidf  bound  likewise  to  declare, 
under  oath,  that,  in  frequent  converse  and  common  parlance  with  the  oHicers  of  the  brig  Syren,  on  the 
incidents  of  the  expedition,  he  never  heard  any  pretensions  advanced  by  them,  or  either  of  them,  to  any 
agency  or  co-operation  whatever  in  the  consummation  of  the  enterprise  within  the  harbor;  and  moreover, 
that  nothing  did  ever  transpire,  in  his  intercourse  with  the  officers  of  that  vessel,  or  those  of  any  other 
vessel  in  the  squadron,  which  could  have  led  to  an  anticipation  of  the  painful  necessity  to  defend,  at  this 
date,  the  entire  and  undivided  credit,  acquired  nearly  one-fourth  of  a  century  ago,  by  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  late  ketch  Intrepid,  and  consecrated  no  less  by  official  records  than  the  concurrent  testimony 
of  a  multitude  of  gallant  officers,  now  no  more. 

LEWIS  HEERMANN,  M.  D.,  Surgeon  U.  S.  Navy. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  26th  day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-eight. 

WILLIAM  MILNOR,  Alderman,  and,  ex-officio,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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Copy  of  the  last  luill  of  Commodore  Stephen  Decatur. 

•esiding-  in  the  city  of  Wasliington,  do  make  this, 

in  Decatur,  and  her  heirs,  all  my  estate,  real,  personal 
r,\-  ;in.l  I  ;i].iM.iiii  Hiy  fnends  Littleton  Waller  Tazewell,  of  Norfolk  Robert 
(HM.r.uv  Moinfonl,  of  the  city  of  Washington,  together  with  Mrs.  Decatur, 

I  liereto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  this  twenty-second  of  March,  one  thousand 
STEPHEN  DECATUR,     [l.  s.] 
Signed,  sealed,  published  and  delivered,  on  the  day  and  year  aforesaid,  by  the  testator  as  his  last 
will  and  testament,  in  presence  of  us,  who,  at  his  request  and  in  his  presence,  and  in  the  presence  of  each 
other,  have  hereunto  subscribed  our  names  as  witnesses. 

JOHN  RODGERS. 
THOMAS  SIM. 
SAM'L  R.  TREVITT. 


I,  Stephen  Decatur,  of  the  United  States  navy 
my  last  will  and  testan)ent,  as  follows: 

I  give  and  devise   1,.  my  li.'l.ivcd  wife.  Snsai 
and  mixed,  wheresucvci-  sim 
G.  Harper,  of  Baltininiv,  ;ni^ 
my  wife,  to  be  executors  of  1 

In  witness  whereof  I  ha 
eight  hundred  and  twenty. 


Robert  Thornton  states  that  on  or  about  the  13th  of  February,  1804,  while  acting  as  cockswain  cm 
board  the  United  States  brig  Syren,  he  conveyed  in  the  cutter  of  the  said  brig,  to  the  Intrepid,  Thomas 

";  then  returned  with  the  cutter 


'  ten  others,  among  whom  \ 


on  board  tiie  brig  Syren;  tliey  thr 

1,   get  tlie  cutter   and   launch   ready,  with    arms   and   ammunition,  to  go 

into  the  harbor,  but  were  ]ir(v.nt 

rd    on    that    mght    owin-    tea  1,,'avy  -ale    |,avin-   sprnn-    up;    the  brig 

then   stood   olf  and   on,    and    a\-:.s 

dis-ui.sed    l.y   housing    the    lo,  ,-u-,,llani    masts,   reeling    the    sails,   and 

discoloring  the  vessel  with  dirty  |. 

aint,  cVe,,  so  as  to  pr,.^ent  her  heing  known  as  a  ship-of-war.      The  next 

morning  we  got  all  ready,  thr' In 

iivpid   l-em-  lo  iho  eastward   s e   miles  distant;  the  two  boats  were 

kept  on  the  deck  of  the  Synn.  wi 

ith  the  arin,^,  iVe._  un  hoard,  eoinplet.'ly  covered  and  ready  for  service. 

The  night  we  went  into  the  harln, 

r  the  l>oats  were  hoisi.'d  out  ahout  dusk,  and  a  signal  given  to  proceed 

intu  the  liailinr.      Tlic  cutter  in  wl 

lich  I  was,  contaiiH'.l    Midshipman    Dors.'vand   others,  alniut  twelve  in 

numlMT;    w  li;ul  a  .•oni|M^s  nn  l...;i 

id  and  proceeded  first.     The  laun.'h  followed  with  kieuienant  Caldwell, 

E.  P.   K.-nnrdv,  iind   nthrrs;   sl,r  l„ 

■ing  a  heavier  boat  eould  not  pull  as  fast  as  we  did.      1  then  iv.piested 

Lieutenant  Cal.hvrll  tu  let  ll.erutt 

:er  go  on,  she  being  light  and  nnght   1...  servic.ahl,. ;   after  a  lilth^  while 

he  consented,  and  the  eutter  went 

ahead  and  soon  lost  sigh!  of  the  laun,-h.      The  eutKa'  proeeeded  into  the 

harher  with  ..avs  imini.Ml,  and    -wt 

un.ler  the  stern  of  th,.    Intn'oid,  when  w,'  wen'  ord.avd   lo   koep  under 

the  stern,  and  as  niu.'h  nnt  n\  ^vsU 

t  as  possiMe,  and  to  mak.'  no  noise  wli.atever;    w  were  th.ai  ordered  to 

take  a  station  en  th.'  starln,ard  Im, 

w  ol    the  frigate,  and    keep  a  look-onl   thai   no    Poals  ,-anie  ..n   board  the 

frie-ate;    this   slatinn  was    taken    1. 

V  the  , Miller,  and  whih'   so  caigaged  a    lar-e    boat  eame   along,side  of  us 

full. .f  Turks  tutlie  nun,l:er  eljeni 

■Ie,ai  or  more.      We  hoarded  and  eaplure.l  her,  some  of  the  Turks  were 

killed    and    <..,nr  jumped    ovelboa.i 

■d.     Soon   afler  this  a  number  of  boats  approached,  but  did  not  come 

very  neai-.     W'lieu  the  frigate  wat 

i  c(aiiplete|y  on   fire  the  cutter  and  the  small  boat  belonging  to  the 

owing  her  away  f 
with  a  spar  of  the 
'.  ketch  caught  fire  and  ^ 


In  swinging  round,  the  rigging  of  the  main  boom 
icli  stopped  her  way  a  few  minutes,  during  which  the 
ished.  The  boats  continued  towing  the  Intrepid  until 
;  completely  beyond  the  reflection  of  the  light  from  the  frigate.  When  the  Intrepid  was  out  of 
the  harbor.  Captain  Decatur  ordered  the  cutter  alongside,  and  was  taken  on  board  of  her  and  conveyed  to 
the  Syren. 

CouxTY  OF  Phii,.4delphia,  Slate  of  Pennsylvania,  ss: 

P)(>fore  me,  the  suliscriber,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county  aforesaid,  personally' 
appeared  .John  Smith,  ri'siding  in  I'enn  township,  in  said  county,  and  being  sworn  according  to  law,  doth 
deiKise  and  say:  That  he  was   in  the  year  1804  a  seaman  on  board  tke  United  States  brig  Syren,  of  18 

■  etcli  Intrepid  with  nine  men 

!,.■    jnirp.ise  <,r    destroying  the 

e,l  the  iiarhor  on  fhe"nigdlt  of 

Intrepid  liy  K'oliert  Thornton, 

y  had  been  brought  on  board 

gilt  the  cutter  into  the  harbor 

board  the  Intrepid;  that  he 

frigate  was  burned;  that  he 

I  he  .utter  in  whi.'h  Th,.rnt,.n  was  did 

.irhor.      Thai  wh.'ii  th.'  k.^t.'h  Intrepid 

V  and  set   laa'  .a,  liiv,  an. I  if  was  with 

swinging  ar.atnd  caught  on  the  main 

ini-d   lis  a  lew  minutes.     A  short  time 

I  oil  M  at  Th.aiiten  then  was,  and  the 

til.'  kr'teli   Intrepid  in  tow  (it  being 

catur  was  received  from  on  board  the 

to  the  Syren.     And  further  saith  not. 

JOHN  SMITH. 


guns,  .• iiian.l.'.l    hv  Charl.'s    ,<l,.w 

art :  that  he  was  sent  o: 

n  board  of  th 

and    .Mi.lshipnian    Oakl.'y   .\  n.l.a's.iii 

,   on   th..   VMh  of  Feluu 

ary,    ISOt.  f..i 

frigat.'  n.ila.l.'lphia,  th.ai  lyiii-  in  t 

he  liarlM,r  .if  Trip.. li,  an. 

1  that  lh,.y  .a, 

the  Kith  .if   111.'    sain,'    in.inth;    that 

this   .l..p,,n..i,t  was   put. 

.1,  hoar.l  .T  tl 

coxswain,  whu  afterwards  return. '.1 

t..th.'  Syren  with  tJie  cu 

11. a'  in  whi.h 

the  Intrepid;  that  the  crew  whi.h  a 

It. awards,  on  the  night  . 

.f  111.'   IHth,  b 

of  Tripoli,  were  no  part  of  th.-  nin.' 

111. 11  which  had  been  p 

reyi.iilsly  piil 

distiuctly  recollects  seeing  i;..lMal 

Thornt.m   in  the  cutter 

great  dilliculty  we  made  our  escape,  as  ihe  main  I m   t..p.aidifi 

brace  bunckin,  or  some  other  spar  of  th.'  I'hilad.'lphia.  whi.h  . 
after  the  frigate  was  set  on  fire,  the  .aiit.a-  ..!'  th.'  Syren,  in  wl 
boat  belonging  to  the  Intrepid,  in  which  dejioni'ut  the'ii  was,  t 
then  calm)  and  brought  her  to  the  anchorage  of  the  Syren,  ^vhell 
Intrepid  by  Robert  Thornton,  into  the  cutter,  and  carried  by  1: 

Sworn  and  subscribed  this  2d  of  January,  1830. 


FRANCIS  MITCHELL,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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21  ST    CONGRKSS.]  No.      399.  [IST    SeSSION. 

APPLICATION  OF  BOATSWAINS,  GUNNERS,  CARPENTERS  AND  SAILMAKERS  OF  THE  NAVY 
FOR  INCREASE  OF  COMPENSATION. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    SENATE    JANUARY    12,    1830. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  memorial  of  tlie  iinrlprsic,ncd  boatswains,  gunners,  carp  liters,  and  sailmakers,  warrant  officers 
in  tlic  navy  ..f  tlic  Uiiitr.!  ,-tat,s,'rcsi.r,-lfnlly  slniweth: 

That  vnnr  iiicninrialists,  (li(|ily  ;iii|  hi  ssc(l  with  a  sense  of  the  justice  and  wisdom  of  your  honorable 
iiciinii  wliicli  lias  invariably  been  extended  to  every  branch  of  the  service, 
1m'(  11  made  iiiauiieslly  to  appe;  r  necessary;  they  have,  therefore,  united 
ii<-   y.air   huuorable  bodies  the  incompetencj' of  their  present  pay  to  the 

ifliccis,  as   established  by  law,  is  $20  per  month,  or  $240  per  annum,  and 
y,  $]SL>.riO;   iiia.kiii,.^-  their  yearly  pav  §422. nO. 

d  1,1  sea,  they  can  h'ave  l.iit  a  half  i.av  ticket,  or  §10  per  nionth,  for  the 
he  education  (if  their  chihlicn.  The  Idal  inade.inacy  of  this  sum  to  supply 
s  of  life,  will.  ill.  doiilit,  readily  sii-,i;vst  itself  (,,  y,nir  honorable  bodies. 
further  respect  Inlly  reprcseiit  te  yniir  litiiK.ral.le  l.ndics  that  many  of  them 
i-aids  (if  ten  years,  and  that  they  aii'  in>t  in  the  line  of  promotion;  that 
idiuni  g-reat  respMnsiliility  devolves;  that  they  should  necessarily  be  skillful 
in  ilieir  several  iirnfessidiis,  ill  (irder  m  tin'  faithful  discharge  of  the  various  duties  assigned  them;  that 
the  present  cnieluineiits  are  imt  a  suilii-ieiit  indiieenient  to  call  into  the  service  individuals  possessing  the 
necessary  i|ualilicatiiiiis,  and  Avliu  wmild  add  {'<  its  respectability.  And  yi  ur  memorialists  regret  to  say 
that  this  is  une  --real  reason  w  liy  this  (lass  of  olliecrs  have  lost  that  consideration  among  their  superiors 

Your  iiieiiiorialists  resiiectfully  reiiuest  that  you  will  take  into  consideration  the  foregoing  statement, 
and  that  such  provision  may  be  made  in  their  beiialf  as,  in  your  wisdom,  may  be  deemed  just  and  proper. 

And  your  memorialists,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray. 
(Signed) 
DAVID  EATON,  Boatswain.  JOHN  LORD,  Gunner.  SAMUEL  PHILLIPS,  Carpenter. 

JOHN  WOOD,  Boatswain.  JOHN  lUJCHT,   Cinmer.  B.  B.  15Ii;('IISTKAD,  Sailmaker. 

JAMES  BANGS,  iJoateiimn.  SA.Ml'KL  11  n'.l!.M;i»,  Gunner.        ISAAC  HALL,  Saihnakvr. 

ELI  DILL,  Boatswain.  RlCIIAi;])  THOMAS,  Carpenter.     JAMES  R.  rillLDS,  Sailmaker. 

JAMES  EVANS,  Boatswain.  ZACCS.  R.  FULLER,  Carpenter.      NATHL.  B.  VEDE,  Sailmaker. 

GEO.  MARSHALL,  Gunner.  JOHN  SNIDER,  Carpenter.  BENJAMIN  CROW,  Sailmaker. 

GEORGE  JACKSON,  Gunner.       NEHEMH.  PARKER,  Carpenter. 
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21ST  CONGRES.^.]  No.     400.  [IstSkSSTON. 

APPLICATION    OF   SAILINGMASTERS   OF  THE  NAVY  FOR   INCREASE   OF  COMPENSATION. 

-       COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    SENATE    JANUARY    12,     1830. 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Eeprff^rjitalirrs  <f  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  memorial  of  the  undersigned  sailin-niasters  iu  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  respectfully 
showeth: 

That,  by  the  usages  and  regulations  of  the  navy,  the  sailingmasters  are  required  to  be  at  the  same 
expense  of  dress,  living  and  aiipeaiance  as  the  grade  of  lieutenants,  with  the  solitary  exception  of  an 
epaulette.  That  at  sea  they  mess  with  the  lieutenants,  and  have  to  bear  an  equal  proportion  with  them 
in  the  expense  of  the  wardroom  mess. 

That  their  pay  and  rations  amount  to  $660  per  annum,  (hospital  money  deducted)  being  $302  per 
annum  less  than  that  i4'  the  lieiiteiiaiits.  Thatasit  was  thought  expedient  at  the  last  session  of  Congress 
to  incr(,'ase  the  pay  of  the  lieutcaiants  $10  per  month  and  one  ration,  that  the  same  inci'ease  be  extended  to 
the  sailingmasters  as  ei|ually  necessary. 

That  of  the  thirty  oflieers  of  that  grade  now  in  service,  twenty  have  been  in  it  upwards  often  years, 
several  upwards  ol'  Jifi( en,  a  few  upwards  of  twenty,  and  one  thirty  years.  That  most  of  them  have 
families  to  sii|ipoil.  That  when  they  are  ordereil  to  sea  they  can  leave  but  a  half  pay  ticket  of  $20  for 
the  support  of  their  families;   a  sum  wholly  inadequate  for  that  purpose. 

Thai  in  addition  to  their  increased  pay.  the  lieutenants  have  the  constant  view  of  promotion  in  I'ank 
and  increase  ,,i'  income,  while  the  sailiiigmaster,  by  present  regulations,  receives  only  the  same  remune- 
ration al  the  end  of  twenty  years'  service  as  upon  his  entry  into  it,  and  the  hopias  of  promotion  are,  during 

Your  memoi  ialisls,  therefore,  respectfully  request  that  you  will  take  the  foregoing  statement  into 
consideration,  and  that  such  piovision  may  be  made  in  their  behalf  as  may  be  deemed  just  and  necessary, 
and  your  memorialists,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray. 

SAMI'EL  C".  ITIXON,  S.  M., 

CORNS.  BENNETT,  Sailingmaster,  U.  S.  K, 

CHAS.  V.  AVALDO,  Sailingmaster,  U.  S.  N., 

In  behalf  of  ourselves  and  brother  officers  of  this  grade. 
January  22,  1829. 
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21sT  CoxGRESs.]  No.   401.  [IstSession. 

SURVEYS  FOR  A  NAVAL  DEPOT  IN  NARRAGANSET  BAY  AND  NEWPORT  HARBOR. 

COIIMUXICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    JANUARY    14,     1830. 

War  Departiient,  January  12,  1830. 
To  Awlreii:  Sfrrrnsnii.  S/:ral'er  of  the  House  of  Bepre.Hentatives: 

Sir:  In  ciuiiiiliaucc  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  24th  December  last,  I 
have  the  iK.niur  tu  cdiiiiiimiirate,  herewith,  extracts  of  "such  surveys  and  reports  as  have  been  made  by- 
officers  of  tlie  eiiginci'i-  I'lrps.  ncting-  in  conjunction  with  ofScers  of  the  navy,  of  the  waters  of  Narragan- 
set  Bay,  and  the  harlmr  mT  X(\\|)i,rt,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  for  the  purpose  of  selecting  some  place, 
within  some  State,  f  u-  a  ii;u-;il  ilcjiot  and  one  of  the  principal  navy  yards  of  the  United  States." 
I  am,  very  respcctlull}-,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JN.  H.  EATON. 


Rendezvous  harbors  fo)-  the  navy. 

From  Cape  Hatteras  to  the  Bay  of  Cape  Cod,  the  maritime  fi'ontier  of  the  Union  offers  four  great 
harbors,  which  may  be  closed  and  defended  by  batteries,  and  are  capable  of  receiving  the  largest  fleets. 
Tiiese  are  Hampton  Roads,  New  York,  Narraganset  Bay,  and  Boston.  In  our  report  of  1819,  we  have 
examined  the  first;  we  shall  presently  compare  the  three  others. 

New  York  harbor  offers  the  following  advantages: 

1st.  It  lies  at  the  mouth  of  a  large  and  deep  river,  which  affords  to  the  vessels  in  tiie  bay  the  means 
of  sailing  up  into  the  interior,  if  the  harbor  is  forced. 

2d.  It  has  two  issues,  one  through  Hell-gate  and  the  other  by  Sandy  Hook. 

3d.  It  can  easily  be  defended,  and  at  a  moderate  expense,  at  the  Narrows. 

4th.  It  affords  good  anchorage,  safe  from  winds  and  waves,  during  ten  months  of  the  year. 

5th.  Vessels  may  reach  it  by  twenty  points  of  the  compass,  from  north-northwest  to  south-southwest 
round  by  the  east. 

6th.  It  will  be  difficult  to  blockade  it,  if  the  outer  harbor  is  fortified,  as  the  enemy,  in  that  case,  will 
not  possess  any  harbor  of  refuge  between  Gardiner's  Bay  and  the  mouth  of  the  Delaware. 

Its  disadvantages,  on  the  other  side,  arc: 

1st.  That  if  tlie  cliiuniol  licyond  Sandy  Hunk  is  iMt  ilefended  by  works,  which  must  be  very  expen- 
sive from  the  nature  nl'  tlic  jMisitinn,  ii  can  lie  Mncka-lrd  liy  a  naval  force,  stationed  in  Sandy  Hook  and 
Raritan  Bays.  Nnr  can  this  [josiii.in  Ih- rcuilcicd  alisohitdy  impenetrable  to  an  enterprising  enemy,  when 
we  consider  the  bicailtli  nt  tlic  cliauiicl,  and  that,  with  the  aid  of  wind  and  tide,  vessels  can  run  through 
the  fortified  pas-;  al  tin'  lalc  nl'  <'i;_:lit  nr  ten  miles  an  hour,  at  least;  so  that,  unless  floating  stockadoes, 
chains,  or  ciihrr  Mlisiaclis,  wimc  thiuwn  between  the  batteries,  each  vessel,  in  forcing  the  passage,  would 
only  remain  twlv,.  minutes  under  their  fire. 

2d.  Its  avenues  are  nut  easily  nor  conveniently  accessible.  The  pass  by  Hell-gate  is  very  dangerous, 
and  ran  scarcely  be  attemiited  by  large  vessels,  but  at  slack  water;  it  may,  besides,  be  easily  blockaded 
by  a  station  in  Long  Island  Sound.  The  pass  by  Sandy  Hook  is  only  twenty-one  feet  deep  at  the  Knoll 
Ixir,  and  therefore  not  practicable  at  low  water;  it  is  only  practicable  during  four  hours  out  of  twelve,  when 
it  offers  twenty-four  or  twenty-five  feet  of  water,  two  hours  and  a  half  during  the  flood,  and  one  hour  and 
a  half  during  the  ebb  of  the  tide;  so  that,  during  a  part  even  of  that  time,  vessels  running  in  or  out 
must  work  against  the  tide. 

3d.  During  one  or  two  months  in  the  year,  vessels  are  exposed  in  the  harbor  to  great  damages  from 
the  floating  ice  of  the  river. 

The  first  of  these  disadvantages  is  not  material,  as  the  harbor  is  completely  closed  at  the  Narrows; 
American  vessels  will  therefore  lie  witliin  flieni,  in  p(  lieet  seeniity,  e\!ui  if  the  enemy  should  force  the 
passage  of  the  Knoll  bar.  He  can  thus  lia\  e  n.i  nliiici  i  .  g.iin  in  aiieui|)t  jug  ii ;  ii  wmild  be  plajing  ships 
against  batteries  for  no  purpose,  as  he  (miiM  imt  e.\|ie(i  io  .!(  >i  rn\  ihe  shiiipiie,;'  within  the  harbor;  and  the 
momentary  advantage  he  would  obtain  in  aiicljoring  henvre,,  -niieu  Island  and  Sandy  Hook,  and  menac- 
ing the  iiiteriiir  communication  of  the  Raritan,  wuiiM  ii.it  be  werth  the  risk  he  must  run  to  obtain  it, 
especially  as  it  will  be  as  difficult  to  get  out  again  te  the  /vihiiitic,  under  the  fire  of  the  batteries  at  the 
bar,  ur  \n  connnunicate  with  it,  as  to  get  in.  The  e.\|ieiis.>  nf  Ibriilving  the  pass  of  the  Knoll  bar,  as  well 
as  the  Xanews,  even  althuugh  it  slinul.l  net  produce  a  i.erlect  deience  of  the  outward  channel,  is  there- 
fore of  tin  •  highesl  ini|iortance  and  ntiliiv,  as  these  balteiaes  will  |nv\-ent  an  eneiiiv  iVoin  establishing 
himself  in  the  bav,  e\-en  if  he  shonhl  li.iv,'.  then;,  and  as  thev  cover  tli.'  .-itv  of  New  York  from  an  attack 
by  Gravesend  Bay,  and  pr.itect  the  interior  navigation  of  tlie  Raritan,  and  great  foreign  trade  of  the  Hud- 
son. Thus,  whether  New  York  be,  or  be  not,  selected  as  a  proper  rendezvous  harbor  for  the  navy,  that 
expense  will  be  equally  necessary,  and  cannot  be  reckoned  among  the  objections  to  the  selection  of  this 
port  for  that  purpose.  The  same  observations  will  apply  to  the  expense  necessary  to  fortify  the  pass  of 
Throg's  Point. 

But  the  second  and  third  disadvantages  which  we  have  enumerated,  can  neither  be  palliated  or 
remedied;  and  must,  therefore,  be  reckoned  amongst  the  objections  to  this  port  as  a  great  naval  station 
and  harbor  of  rendezvous. 

Narraganset  Bay  offers  the  following  advantages: 

1.  It  is  the  only  harbor  of  the  Union,  on  the  Atlantic,  where  vessels  can  run  in  with  a  northwest 
wind;  a  wind  which,  it  may  be  seen  in  the  annexed  tables,  blows  sixty-five  days  out  of  three  hundred 
and  sixty-five,  on  an  average. 
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2.  Vessels  may  reach  it  by  twenty  points  of  the  compass,  from  northwest  to  east  round  by  the 
south. 

3.  A  fleet  can  manoeuvre  under  sail  within  the  bay. 

4.  It  offers,  during  the  whole  year,  excellent  anchorage,  perfectly  safe  from  winds,  waves,  storms, 
or  floating  ice. 

5.  It  is  abundantly  provided  with  fresh  water  to  supply  the  wants  of  a  fleet. 

6.  It  will  be  very  difficult  to  blockade  it,  without  a  force  greatly  superior  to  that  desirous  to  escape, 
because  if  the  enemy  be  in  Gardiner's  Bay,  an  easterly,  and  if  in  Buzzard's  Bay,  a  westerly  wind  will 
confine  him  there,  while  either  of  these  winds  will  take  our  vessels  to  sea. 

The  disadvantages  of  Narraganset  Bay,  are: 

1.  That  its  two  passes,  running  in  the  same  direction,  ofier  no  advantages  over  a  single  issue,  and 
will  be  much  more  expensive  to  fortify. 

2.  That  the  eastern  pass  being  accessible  on  its  whole  length,  enables  an  enemy  to  land  anywhere 
in  Rhode  Island,  occupy  it,  and  from  thence  watch  and  menace  the  naval  forces  stationed  in  the  bay. 

The  second  of  these  disadvantages  can  be  remedied  in  a  great  measure  by  erecting,  as  we  have 
mentioned  above  (122),  a  strong  tete  du  pont  in  Rhode  Island,  and  one  or  two  strong  redoubts  on 
Tiverton  Heights,  by  which  reinforcements  may  be  poured  at  all  times  into  the  island,  and  the  enemy 
driven  out  of  it,  whilst  batteries  on  the  hights  of  th'fe  continent,  east  of  the  pass,  might  burn  his  vessels 
in  the  eastern  channel  with  red  hot  bullets.  As  to  the  other  objection  just  mentioned,  we  will  only 
observe,  that  from  the  powerful  reasons  before  given  (114)  for  depriving  the  enemy  of  a  position  which 
would  be  so  dangerous  in  his  hands,  and  for  securing  it  to  the  American  navy,  the  expense  of  closing 
the  bay  must,  in  any  case,  be  incurred.  But  there  is  another  motive  for  fortifying  this  post,  which 
appears  to  us  of  great  moment.  The  very  same  winds  (from  N.  N.  W.  to  S.  S.  W.  round  by  the  E.) 
serve  to  run  into  the  harbors  of  Boston  and  New  York;  but  when  it  blows  from  any  of  the  remaining 
points  of  the  compass  (from  N.  N.  W.  to  S.  S.  W.  round  by  the  W.)  vessels  cannot  enter  into  either  of 
these  harbors,  but  must  run  into  Narraganset  Bay,  where  they  can  enter  at  least  by  all  the  winds  between 
N.  W.  and  E.  round  by  the  S.  (139.)  If  the  Union  keeps  firm  and  strong  possession  of  these  three 
harbors,  her  fleets  will,  therefore,  be  always  able  to  gain  one  of  them,  except  when  the  wind  may  blow 
from  one  of  the  four  points  between  N.  W.  and  N.  N.  W.  Narraganset  Bay  will  then  offer  a  ready  and 
secure  i-efuge  for  all  vessels  which  might  not  have  a  favorable  wind  for  running  into  Boston  or  New 
York.  By  throwing  a  glance  over  the  annexed  tables,  it  will  be  seen  that  such  winds  blow  on  an 
average  during  one  hundred  and  twenty  days  in  the  year  (nearly  a  third),  and  from  all  these  united 
considerations,  the  importance  of  Narraganset  Bay  will  appear  amply  sufficient  to  warrant  all  the 
expenses  which  the  closing  of  its  western  pass  and  the  fortifying  of  its  remaining  and  central  channel 
will  require. 

Boston  harbor  possesses  the  following  advantages: 

1.  It  can  be  easily  secured  against  any  attack  by  land  or  sea,  and  is  most  strongly  fortified  by 
nature. 

2.  It  offers  good  anchorages,  sufHciently  secured  against  winds,  waves,  and  never  engaged  by  ice. 
8.  It  is  difficult  to  Ijlockade  it;  a  vessel  can  run  in  and  out  of  it  by  winds  which  forcibly  retain  the 

enemy's  cruisers  in  their  stations  off  Cape  God  Bay. 

4.  Vessels  can  enter  into  it  by  twenty  points  of  the  compass  between  N.  N.  W.  and  S.  S.  W.  round 
by  the  E. 

The  disadvantages  of  Boston  harbor  are  the  following: 

1.  Its  channel  is  so  narrow  that  large  fleets  have  some  difficulty  to  sail  in  and  out  of  it. 

2.  The  neighboring  seas  are  stormy  and  dangerous  iu  winter,  and  its  climate  is  very  severe  during 
four  months  of  the  year. 

But  the  first  of  these  disadvantages  is  remedied  by  the  facility  and  security  with  which  the  largest 
fleets  can  run  in  and  out  of  Nautasket  Road  and  President  Road.  The  first  of  these  harbors  opens  into 
the  very  entrance  of  the  channel  in  the  Atlantic.  The  second  lies  half  way  between  Boston  and  the 
ocean,  and  both  offer  ample  and  excellent  anchorages  for  the  largest  fleets,  and  are  protected  against  any 
attack  by  the  same  projected  forts  which  are  destined  to  cover  Boston  harbor.  As  for  the  second  of  these 
disadvantages,  it  operates  with  much  greater  strength  against  the  blockading  and  cruising  stations  of 
the  enemy,  than  against  the  vessels  (jf  the  Union,  from  the  great  number  of  ports  and  harbors  which  lie 
to  the  eastward  of  Boston,  and  which,  in  time  of  war,  would  be  open  to  American  vessels  in  distress,  but 
closed  against  those  of  the  enemy. 

Such  are  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  these  three  great  harbors,  considered  separately  as 
rendezvous  and  naval  stations  for  tlic  military  navy  of  the  United  States.  Their  separate  value  being 
thus  ascertained,  their  relativi"  value  to  each  other  must  be  examined.  We  shall,  therefore,  compare 
them  together,  and  examine  tin'  iullniinc  (jf  each  of  them  on  the  general  defence  of  the  frontier. 

We  have  seen  that  the  disadvantages  of  Narraganset  Bay  and  Boston  harbor,  as  naval  stations,  can 
be  remedied,  and  are  not  serious  objections  against  them.  But  those  of  New  York  harbor  (the  floating 
of  tiie  ice  of  the  Hudson,  and  the  impossibility  of  crossing  the  Knoll  bar,  except  during  four  hours  out  of 
twelve,  or  eight  out  of  twenty-four,  to  which  we  must  not  forget  to  add  that,  during  the  run  of  a  heavy 
sea,  to  which  the  bar  of  New  York  is  much  exposed,  it  will  be  highly  dangerous  to  attempt  the  passage 
at  all),  cannot  be  palliated.  In  this  point  of  view,  Boston  harbor  and  Narraganset  Bay  are  preferable  to 
New  York. 

The  same  winds  serve  to  enter  New  York  and  Boston  (136,  140),  and  from  ihe  annexed  tables  it  will 
be  seen  that  tlies.'  winds  lilow  on  an  average  245  days  in  the  year;  but  as  the  Knoll  bar  can  only  be 
crossed  eight  Ihmus  in  the  twenty-four  by  large  vessels*  (136)  those  vessels  will  find  an  advantage  of 
three  to  one  in  the  facility  of  sailing  into  the  harbor  of  Boston,  instead  of  that  of  New  York.  Vessels 
sailing  out  will  find  the  same  advantage. 

The  choice  remains  thus  to  be  made  between  Boston  and  Narraganset  Bay.  These  two  harbors  can 
be  reached  partly  by  the  same  winds,  from  south-southwest  to  east  round  by  the  south,  but  when  the 

*  See  succeeding  note  for  a  further  advantage  over  New  York. 
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wind  blows  from  east  to  nortli-iiorthwest  round  by  the  north,  a  fleet  can  enter  Boston  harbor,  but  cannot 
run  into  Xarraganset  Bay,  whilst,  when  it  blows  from  south-southwest  to  northwest  a  fleet  can  enter 
Narrag-ansct  Bay,  but  cannot  run  into  Boston.  By  consulting  the  following  table  we  will  find  from  these 
premises  the  following  results: 

A  fleet  can  enter  Boston  harbor  during  245|  days  in  the  year;  also  Narraganset  Bay  during  285  days 
in  the  year:  and  have  the  choice  of  either  during  120  days  in  the  year,  on  an  average. 

A  fleet  can  enter  Boston,  but  not  Narraganset,  80  days  in  the  year;  also  Narrag-anset,  but  not  Bos- 
ton, 120  days  in  the  year,  on  an  average. 

Narraganset  Bay  has  therefore  the  advantage  of  Boston  by  forty  days  in  the  facility  of  entering  its 
harbor.  If  Boston  were  the  only  harbor  of  rendezvous  on  this  coast,  and  Narraganset  Bay  were  left  open 
to  the  enemy,  a  fleet  might  find  no  refuge  during  one  hundred  and  twenty  days  of  the  year.  And  if  Nar- 
raganset Bay  was  alone  prepared  to  receive  it,  and  aflbrd  it  all  necessary  accommodations,  it  might, 
nevertheless,  during  eighty  days  of  the  year,  be  forced  to  run  into  Boston.  Thus  neither  of  these  har- 
bors, separately,  can  offer  a  port  of  refuge  constantly  open  to  a  fleet,  seeking  such  an  asylum,  and  they 
must  both  be  fortified  to  attain  that  important  object.  If  this  were  done,  a  fleet  might  always  be  sure 
of  reaching  the  one  or  the  other,  except  when  the  wind  might  blow  from  one  of  the  four  points  of  the 
compass  between  northwest  and  north-northwest,  and  it  would  have  the  choice  of  either  during  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  days  of  the  year. 

If  we  consider  next  the  comparative  influence  of  these  three  harbors  on  the  defence  of  the  frontier, 
we  will  perceive  that  Narraganset  Bay  protects  the  interior  navigation  of  the  sound  as  well  as  New 
York  does,  and  has  besides  the  advantage  of  affording  a  good  station  for  watching  and  overseeing  the 
continuation  of  that  navigation  through  the  Vineyard  Sound  round  to  Cape  Cod,  and  thus,  in  time  of  war, 
offer  a  safe  refuge  to  merchant  vessels  bound  either  for  Boston  or  New  York,  but  chased  by  the  enemy, 
or  prevented  by  the  weather  from  reaching  their  destination.  Narraganset  Bay  protects,  therefore,  more 
effectually  than  New  York,  the  coasting  and  foreign  trade  of  the  country. 

As  to  the  communication  and  connection  which  must  be  maintained  between  the  great  southern 
naval  station,  and  rendezvous  of  Hampton,  and  the  northern  station,  wherever  it  be  placed,  Narraganset 
Bay  is  the  most  favorably  situated  of  the  three  just  mentioned  for  that  purpose.  Supposing  that  some 
ships-of-war  lay  in  each  of  these  thi-ee  harbors,- — Hampton  Roads,  New  York,  and  Newport,  in  Narraganset 
Bay, — and  that  they  received  orders  to  form  a  junction  in  one  of  the  three,  which  of  them  is  the  most 
advantageously  situated  for  that  purpose? 

To  form  a  decision  on  this  point,  we  must  observe  that  the  southern  winds  are  the  most  prevalent 
during  five  months  of  the  year,  from  April  to  August,  and  consequently  during  these  five  months  it  will 
be  easier  to  sail  from  Hampton  Roads  and  New  York  to  Newport  than  from  Newport  to  Hampton  Roads 
or  even  to  New  York,  and  Narraganset  Bay  will  be  the  point  where  the  junction  will  be  most  easily  and 
rapidly  accomplished.  Besides,  the  wind  during  this  season  shifts  generally  from  south  to  southwest, 
west  and  northwest,  which  are  all  favorable  winds  for  running  into  Narraganset  Bay.  When  this  wind 
blows,  it  is  indeed  the  only  port  of  the  Atlantic  which  large  vessels  can  enter.  During  the  remainder  of 
the  year  the  northeast,  north  and  northwest  winds,  whicb  are  most  prevalent,  afford  every  facility  for 
running  from  Narraganset  Bay  and  Xlw  Ynrk  tn  Ilaiiiiitun  Roails,  but  whilst  they  continue  to  blow  it  is 
impossible  for  vessels  from  Newport  iiml  lliiiiiiitnii  IJiukIs  tu  piTlurm  a  junction  at  New  York.  The  cen- 
tral position  of  New  York,  at  the  nmldli'  ami  b^.ttuin  <>{'  tlir  yicat  inward  curve  of  the  coast,  so  often 
mentioned  before,  between  Cape  Hattcra.'s  and  Cape  (,"ud,  i.s  not,  therefore,  favorable  to  the  junction  and 
concentration  of  the  naval  forces  of  the  republic,  lying  in  Hampton  Roads  and  Narraganset  Bay,  near 
the  two  extremities  of  this  curve.  But  these  two  latter  ports  are  very  advantageously  situated  for  the 
mutual  correspondence  which  they  must  necessarily  and  frequently  maintain  with  each  other,  and  by  that 
means  cover  in  some  sort  and  |initc(t  that  whdle  curving  coast. 

Narraganset  Bay  is  thciilMi,.  (I.aily  sii|H'rior  to  New  York,  either  if  we  consider  the  protection 
which  it  affords  to  trade  or  th.'  la.  ility  nt'  the  iimvements  of  the  naval  force  which  is  destined  to  protect 
it.  With  Boston  its  only  relations  are  the  lacilitics  which  either  of  these  harbors  affords  to  fleets  or  ves- 
sels in  distress  to  run  into  the  one  when  they  cannot  reach  the  other.* 

They  both  offer  a  secure  refuge  against  storms  or  against  a  superior  enemy,  to  merchant  vessels  as 
well  as  to  the  navy  of  the  republic.  Boston  may  be  considered  as  the  naval  place  of  arms  of  the  coast 
between  Cape  Cod  and  St.  Croix  river,  and  Hampton  Roads  and  Narraganset  Bay  as  the  naval  place  of 
arms  of  the  long  curve  of  coast  between  Cape  Cod  and  Cape  Hatteras.  Boston  requires,  therefore,  an 
independent  and  particular  organization  as  a  great  naval  and  military  station;  and  Narraganset  Bay, 
besides  all  the  powerful  reasons  already  given  to  make  it  enter  into  the  general  system  of  defence  of  the 
maritime  frontier,  (114-16,)  must  be  considered  as  a  most  important  auxiliary  and  dependency  of  the 
two  great  and  principal  military  harbors  of  the  Atlantic,  Hampton  Roads  and  Boston. 

From  the  whole  of  these  considerations,  from  those  which  the  board  has  already  developed  in  its 
report!  of  1819,  and  from  some  others  which  shall  be  developed  in  the  next  article  of  this  memoir  on 
naval  depots,  we  may  conclude,  as  the  general  result  of  these  remarks,  that  Hampton  Roads  in  the  south, 
and  Boston  in  the  north,  are  the  two  harbors  which  unite  the  greatest  and  most  requisite  conditions  for 
harbors  of  rendezvous  and  military  stations  for  the  navy;  and  that  Narraganset  Bay,  between  them,  must 
indispensably  be  fortified,  and  considered  as  an  occasional  but  most  important  rendezvous. 


Naval  depots. 


In  the  report  presented  by  the  board  in  1819,  we  have  indicated  (77-8)  what  are  the  establishments 
which  altogether  constitute  a  great  naval  depot.  We  shall  not  again  go  over  the  same  ground,  but  con- 
tent ourselves  with  laying  down  in  this  memoir  some  of  the  principles  on  which  the  site  of  a  depot,  so 
important  to  the  national  wealth  and  national  glory,  should  be  selected. 

•  Besides,  there  are  these  further  relations :  the  facility  of  transporting  materials,  workmen  and  sailors  overland  from  one  to  tha 
other,  and  easy  communication  by  .«ignals. 

t  Report  of  1819  relates  to  southern  depot. 
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Security  against  any  attack  bj'  sea  or  by  land  is,  undoubtedly,  the  first  condition  required;  for,  the 
destruction  of  an  establishment  of  this  nature  involves  with  it  the  destruction  of  all  those  elements  of  a 
naval  force  which  have  been  collected  for  a  long  time  beforehand  during  peace,  to  the  incalculable  loss 
of  the  public.  Such  a  misfortune  must  be  severely  felt,  during  the  whole  course  of  a  war,  and  cannot 
well  be  repaired  whilst  it  continues.  This  indispensable  quality  (security)  must  be  obtained,  as  well  as 
localities  will  admit,  without  having  recourse  to  artificial  fortifications,  for  these  must  be  very  costly; 
and  if  that  expense  can  be  avoided,  the  same  sums  will  be  much  more  advantageously  laid  out  in  im- 
proving and  aggrandizing  the  establishments  of  the  depot. 

Thus,  if  equal  in  other  respects,  a  place  whose  site  is  naturally  strong,  and  whose  position,  with 
respect  to  the  general  frontier,  is  well  covered,  should  be  preferred  to  another  that  requires  to  be  fortified; 
it  should  be  taken  into  consideration,  that  the  fortifications  of  such  an  establishment  must  not  merely 
consist  in  a  single  rampart,  but  must  be  covered  by  advanced  forts  to  keep  off  the^fire  of  incendiary 
batteries;  a  sj'stem  of  defence  which  involves  great  expense,  and  must,  therefore,  be  avoided  as  much  as 
the  localities  will  admit. 

The  principal  conditions  required  in  selecting  the  site  of  a  naval  depot  are,  therefore: 

1.  To  be  easily  defended  by  the  natural  strength  of  the  site,  and  by  the  vicinity  of  reinforcements. 

2.  To  have  a  secure  communication  in  time  of  war  with  those  districts  which  are  to  supply  it  with 
naval  stores. 

3.  To  receive  those  stores  bj'  the  cheapest  and  readiest  conveyance  possible. 

4.  To  have  a  convenient  and  secure  communication  with  a  harbor  proper,  to  serve  as  a  naval 
rendezvous. 

5.  To  offer  a  safe  asj'lura  to  a  fleet  forced  to  seek  refuge,  or  wanting  repairs,  as  well  as  to  vessels 
laid  up  in  ordinary. 

6.  To  possess  depth  enough  in  its  waters  to  allow  the  largest  vessels  to  sail  in  and  out  without  any 
difficulty. 

1.  To  offer  a  convenient  and  favorable  site  for  the  building,  and  other  accessories  of  such  an  estab- 
lishment. 

8.  To  possess  in  the  neighborhood,  all  necessary  means  for  securing  the  approvisionment  service. 

9.  To  be  plentifully  supplied  with  fresh  water  for  the  establishment,  and  ibr  the  approvisionment  of 
the  nav3\     And, 

10.  To  be  free  from  local  and  periodical  diseases. 

The  points  which  appear  to  satisfy  the  greatest  number  of  these  conditions,  between  Portland  and 
the  Delaware,  are:  1st.  Chambers'  creek  and  Murderer's  creek,  Poughkeepsie,  and  Allen's  Point,  in  the 
Hudson;  2d.  Gales'  Ferry  in  Thames  river;  3d.  Fall  River,  Rowland's  Ferry,  and  Prudence  Island,  in  Nar- 
raganset  Bay;  4th.  Charlestown,  in  the  harbor  of  Boston;  5th.  Furuell's  Island — where  a  depot  exists  at 
present — and  Great  Bay,  in  Piscataqua  river. 

We  have  seen  that  Newburgh  and  Poughkeepsie,  (28)  in  the  Hudson,  did  not  offer  a  convenient  site 
for  the  erection  of  the  buildings  and  establishments  necessary  in  a  depot;  were  both  exposed  to  the 
floating  ice  of  the  river,  and  possessed  no  advantages  besides,  over  Chambers'  creek  and  Murderer's 
creek.  We  have  seen  that  the  space  between  those  two  creeks  might  be  filled  up  to  the  line  of  eighteen 
feet  sounding,  which  would  allow  sufiicient  room  for  the  stocks  and  buildings;  but  that  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  dig  an  artificial  basin,  to  protect  ships  lying  in  repair  and  ordinary  from  the  floating  ice  in 
winter.  As  such  a  basin  would  also  be  necessary  at  Poughkeepsie,  Murderer's  creek  has  the  advantage 
over  it,  of  offering  a  more  convenient  site  for  the  buildings. 

Allen's  Point,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Fishkill,  possesses  the  same  advantage,  but  requires  also  a  basin 
for  wintering  vessels;  and,  lying  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Hudson,  is  exposed  to  an  attack  by  land  from 
Long  Island  Sound.  Murderer's  creek  is  covered  against  such  an  attempt  by  the  Hudson;  and  lying, 
besides,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Great  pond,  (26)  which  might  be  turned  to  the  greatest  use  in  the  details 
of  the  establishment,  :i)i])cars  {<>  he,  in  every  respect,  the  best  site  in  the  Hudson  for  a  naval  depot. 

2.  Gales'  Ferry,  (  "i.'i )  in  Thames  river,  unites  many  of  the  above-mentioned  requisites,  but  has  two 
great  defects:  1st.  It  lies  at  a  distance  of  only  nine  or  ten  miles  from  the  sound,  where  an  enemy  might 
land  to  the  west  of  Thanies  river,  and  reach  the  depot  in  a  few  hours;  it  would  therefore  require  to  be 
fortified  on  a  large  scale.  2d.  It  connmuiicat.  s  witli  a  harbor,  (New  London)  which  can  indeed  receive 
large  vessels,  but  does  not  possess  llic  ipialitics  necessary  for  receiving  a  fleet.  Gales'  Ferry  is  therefore 
inferior  to  Murderer's  creek,  as  a  site  lor  a  naval  depot. 

3.  The  sites  of  Pocasset  river,  near  Rowland's  ferrj',  (70)  and  Fall  River,  (71)  in  Narraganset  Bay, 
offer,  as  we  have  seen,  many  conveniences-  for  the  erection  of  the  necessary  establishments  of  a  naval 
depot;  but  they  would  both  require  to  be  covered  by  an  extensive  system  of  defensive  works.  The  first 
is  commanded  from  100  to  160  feet,  at  the  distance  of  1,000  or  1,200  yards,  by  the  heights  of  Tiverton, 
which  are  only  twelve  to  fifteen  miles  distant  from  the  point  where  the  enemy  might  land  in  Buzzard's 
Bay,  and  four  or  five  miles  from  the  point  where  he  might  land  in  the  eastern  pass  of  Narraganset.  It 
would  also  require  to  be  covered  with  fortifications  on  the  side  of  Rhode  Island.  Fall  River  is  rather  less 
exposed  to  such  an  attack  than  Rowland's  Ferry.  An  expedition  landing  in  Buzzard's  Bay  would  only 
have,  however,  from  fifteen  to  eighteen  miles  to  march  before  it  reached  it;  and  it  would,  therefore, 
requii'e  to  be  sufficiently  fortified  to  I'esist  until  reinforcements  could  arrive.  It  is  covered  on  the  land 
side  by  Cooke's  and  Watts'  upper  pond,  but  the  first  lies  2,500,  and  the  second  more  than  3,000  yards 
from  Fall  River  village;  and  the  openings  between  them  and  Mount  Rope  Bay  offer  a  development  of 
more  than  four  miles,  which  must  be  defended.  Fall  River  being,  however,  accessible  only  on  one  side 
by  land,  and  lying  nearer  to  the  reinforcements  from  the  interior;  possessing,  besides,  the  command  of  a 
noble  and  abundant  fall,  is  preferable  to  Rowland's  Ferry;  but,  with  the  exception  of  this  last  circum- 
stance a  useful — but  by  no  means  an  indispensable  requisite — Prudence  Island,  in  the  same  bay,  offers  as 
many  conveniences  and  more  space  than  Fall  River,  for  the  disposition  of  the  buildings,  docks,  stocks, 
aiid  establishments;  and  is,  moreover,  inaccessible  by  land.  In  this  respect,  it  has  the  advantage  of  Fall 
River;  and  is  greatly  superior,  in  every  respect,  to  Rowland's  Ferry. 

_  4.  Charlestown,  in  the  harbor  of  Boston,  offers  every  convenience  that  can  be  desired,  as  to  the  dis- 
position of  the  localities  for  buildings,  docks,  &c.  It  is  completely  secured  against  any  attack  by  sea, 
and  itsposition  is  very  strong  by  land  (126);  indeed  it  might  be  rendered  absolutely  impregnable,  at  a 
very  trifling  expense,  by  throwing  up  some  field  fortifications  across  the  necks  of  Boston  and  Charles- 
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town,  and  the  turnpike  leading  from  tlio  left  bank  of  the  Maiden  river,  across  swamps  and  marshes,  to 
Salem  and  Newburyport,  and  ui.mi  \,.ddl.'s  Island. 

5.  Furnell's  Island  and  Cicat  Hay  lir  iih,  tar  to  the  north  for  a  great  naval  depot.  The  neighboring 
seas  are  too  stormy  in  wintii.  and  tln^  lUitish  |i(issessions  are  too  near,  for  a  fleet  wanting  repairs,  sup- 
plies, and  approvisionment  to  .seek  tlum  in  pK  ference  to  Boston.  Great  Bay  is  besides  subject  to  the 
same  inconvenience  as  Gales'  Ferrv.  ami  lies  ai  a  much  greater  distance  from  those  districts  of  the  Union 
which  supply  the  best  timber  and  na\  al  sicic^. 

We  mav  therefore  reduce  tlic  |MaiMs  in  .-nnipetition  for  receiving  the  naval  depot  to  the  three 
following:  Munloivr's  eiv,.k,  (..r  latlirr  tlir  spa,..  b,.iwoeii  Mnidor-i's  and  ChaialM. is'  , -reek,)  Prudence 
Island,  and  Cliarl.-stown.  MiinJ.T.T's  , •,■,■,. k  pw^s.^sscs  in  tl,,.  Inulirst  d. ■-,■.■,.  tl,r  lii-st  ivpiisite  quality  of 
security  against  any  attack  liy  lan.l  or  sea.  To  attark  it  by  land,  an  mnany  mnst  discniliark  in  the  sound 
at  Xorwalk,  niaicli  sixty-six  or  .si.\ty-eight  miles  Uirougli  a  luountainuus  and  ruggud  country,  and 
eifectuate  i\u:  i^assag.'  (it  the  Hudson.  Sucli  an  operation  must  appear  absolutely  impracticable,  if  we 
consider  thai  l.iO.oim  mmi  can  be  concentrated  in  this  position  in  eleven  days,  and  that  in  less  than  six 
days  an  invading  army  might  be  surrounded  by  more  than  80,000  men.  If  the  enemy  attempted  to 
attack  it  with  a  naval  t..roo  alniio,  ho  would  have  not  only  tu  foroo  tlie  harbor  of  New  York,  but  his 
passage  up  tlir  Hudson,  throngli  rcpratod  obstacles;  an  im|irarticalilc  uperation.  This  position  enjoys 
also  the  gn/at  ad\aniagi' of  a  srciirc  and  cheap  communieat ion  with  those  parts  of  the  country  which 
supply  the  best  naval  stores;  it  can  receive  those  of  the  south  by  the  projected  canals  between  the 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware,  and  the  Delaware  and  Raritan,  in  time  of  war,  as  well  as  in  time  of  peace; 
and  those  of  the  north  by  the  canals  projected  to  join  the  Hudson  and  the  northern  lakes.  But  if  this 
position  enjoys  these  great  advantages,  they  are  counterbalanced  by  serious  inconveniences.  1.  Its 
communication  with  the  harbor  of  New  York  is  interrupted  during  two  months  of  the  year.  2.  It 
requires  artificial  basins  to  be  dug  at  great  expense,  to  secure  vessels  lying  in  ordinary  against  the  ice 
of  the  river.  3.  It  opens  into  a  harbor  which  does  not  unite,  as  we  have  seen  above,  (137-8,  144-5,) 
the  conditions  required  for  a  naval  rendezvous. 

Prudence  Island  is  perfectly  secure  against  an  attack  by  land;  to  attack  it  by  sea,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  force  the  entry  of  Narraganset  Bay;  but  if  the  enemy  succeeded  in  that  attempt,  the  depot  would 
he  in  great  danger,  and  if  he  did  not  take  it,  he  might  destroy  and  burn  it,  by  sending  a  light  flotilla  of 
bomb  ketches  and  gunboats  up  the  bay  for  that  purpose.  By  the  canals  mentioned  above,  and  by  Long 
Island  Sound,  its  communications  with  those  sections  of  the  Union  which  supply  the  best  naval  stores 
would  be  pretty  secure.  But  from  the  greater  distance,  their  conveyance  would  be  somewhat  more 
expensive,  and  not  quite  so  safe  in  time  of  war  as  at  Murderer's  creek.  Prudence  Island  only  requires 
some  dykes,  or  even  stockades,  to  secure  vessels  in  repair  or  ordinary  from  winds  and  waves,  as  the 
harbor  does  not  freeze  in  winter;  artificial  basins  will  therefore  not  be  necessary.  Lastly  and  chiefly,  it 
lies  in  a  harbor  which  unites  all  the  requisite  qualities  for  a  naval  rendezvous. 

Charlestown  possesses  a  very  strong  position  on  the  land  side,  and  may  be  considered  as  impregna- 
ble, if  the  reinforcements  from  the  interior  arrive  in  time;  and  if  the  field  fortifications  mentioned  above  ■ 
are  thrown  up  before  it.  An  attack  by  sea  can  never  succeed  if  the  channel  is  properly  defended.  It 
communicates  with  a  harbor  which  unites  all  the  conditions  required  for  a  naval  rendezvous,  and  the  tide 
rising  ten  feet  in  the  bay,  gives  it  the  means  of  filling  and  cmprying  its  dry  docks  to  that  height,  so  that 
it  will  only  be  necessary  to  fill  or  to  empty  them  tn  tho  bright  uf  six  or  seven  feet  more  by  other  means, 
an  advantage  equivalent  to  a  fall  behind  the  works.  The  liailmr  never  freezes,  and  artificial  basins  are 
therefore  unnecessary.  Lastly,  it  lias  the  advantage  ..f  possessing  an  cstalilishineiit  already  begun,  and 
which  has  already  cost  great  sums  to  the  riiion;  this  will  be  all  lost  if  this  estalilisliment  is  given  up, 
but  will  produce  an  immense  economy  it  Cliarlestown  is  seJeetiMl  for  a  naval  d(  pot,  as,  instead  of  creating 

everything,  it  will   only  be   necessary    to   enlarge   and    improve  tl xisting  establisliment.     The  only 

serious  disadvantage  of  this  position  is,  that  its  commiinieation  \\  itii  ilmse  sections  ot'  the  Union  which 
produce  the  best  timber  and  naval  stores  (the  southern  States)  is  uncertain  in  time  of  war,  and  that 
their  conveyance  even  in  time  of  peace  will  bo  more  c.\pensi\c  than  at  the  two  other  points  above 
mentioned.  (The  Middlesex  canal  will,  however,  secure  to  this  situation  immense  supplies  from  all  the 
country  bordering  on  the  canal,  and  on  Merrimack  river.)  This  ilisadvantage  is,  however,  palliated  by 
several  considerations.  1.  Labor  is  cheaper  at  Boston  than  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and  the  saving 
which  this  will  produce  will  compensate  in  part  for  the  greater  expense  of  conveying  the  materials  from 
the  second  to  the  first  of  these  cities.  2.  If  that  conveyance  is  annoyed,  or  partially  inieiiapted  by  the 
enemy's  cruisers  in  time  of  war,  the  naval  constructions  of  the  L^nion  will  not  llo^\evl■r  be  suspended, 
since  the  enemy  (as  may  be  seen  in  our  report  of  1819,)  cannot  intercept  the  coinspondeme  between 
those  sections  which  produce  the  best  naval  stores,  and  the  <ither  great  depot  projected  in  dames  river. 
3.  We  must  either  submit  to  this  inconvenience,  or  deprive  Boston  of  those  maritime  establishments 
which  are  indispensable  to  it  in  any  case,  as  the  natural  great  place  of  arms  of  the  coast  between  Cape 
Cod  and  St.  Croix  river. 

From  all  these  considerations,  we  see  that  (excepting  the  safe  arrival  of  naval  stores  in  time  of  war) 
Charlestown  unites  in  a  sufficient  degree  the  same  advantages  as  Murderer's  creek  and  Prudence  Island; 
that  it  has,  above  the  first,  the  advantage  of  communicating  at  all  times  with  the  ocean,  of  being  free  at 
all  times  from  floating  ice,  and  opening  into  a  harbor  which  possesses  the  requisite  qualities  for  a  naval 
rendezvous;  that  it  has,  above  the  second,  the  advantage  of  being  better  secured  against  an  attack  by 
sea;  and  possessing  facilities  for  constructing  better  and  cheaper  dry  docks;  that,  in  short,  it  has  over 
both  these  positions  the  advantage  of  an  establishment  already  begun,  which  will  save  a  great  expense; 
and  that  its  place  for  providing  for  the  wants  of  a  fleet,  acting-  to  the  north  of  Cape  Cod,  can  neither  be 
supplied  by  a  depot  in  the  Hudson  nor  by  one  in  Narraganset  Bay. 

From  all  these  considerations,  Charlestown  appears  the  most  proper  site  for  the  great  naval  depot  of 
the  north;  and  when  Narraganset  Bay  shall  be  closed,  we  should  propose  to  establish  a  secondary  depot 
in  Prudence  Island,  containing  the  necessary  stores  and  docks  for  repairing  and  refitting  a  fleet  or  single 
vessel  obliged  to  seek  shelter  in  the  bay  after  an  action,  or  after  a  storm. 

The  general  result  of  this  memoir,  and  of  our  report  of  1819,*  is — 

1.  That  a  great  naval  depot  should  be  formed  at  James  river  i'or  the  south,  and  another  at  Charles- 
town, in  Boston  harbor,  for  the  north. 

♦Report  of  1819  relates  to  southern  depot. 
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2.  That  Hampton  Roads,  in  the  south,  and  Boston  in  the  north,  should  be  fortified  and  organized  as 
great  naval  and  military  rendezvous,  and  Narragausct  Bay  between  them  as  an  occasional  rendezvous. 

The  secure  possession  and  proper  organization  of  these  three  great  points,  will  give  to  the  navy  of 
the  United  States  all  those  advantages  which  it  requires  to  fulfill  its  destinies;  to  protect  the  maritime 
trade  of  the  nation;  to  I'esi-t  unjust  aggressions,  and  to  curb  the  rapacity  of  her  jealous  enemies  and 
rivals  on  the  ocean. 

N.  B. — The  board  has  not  joined  to  this  report  the  plans  nor  projects  of  the  establishments  which  are 
to  be  erected  in  the  southern  and  northern  depots.  These  plans  and  projects  will  take  a  great  deal  of 
time  to  be  finished  with  precision,  and  in  all  their  details  they  will  require  exact  researches  and  a  careful 
and  attentive  study  of  all  such  establishments  in  the  several  ports  of  Europe,  to  profit  of  what  is  good 
in  them,  and  to  avoid  such  defects  as  a  long  course  of  experience  may  have  pointed  put.  But  such  a 
work  can  only  be  undertaken  when  the  government  shall  have  fixed  upon  the  points  where  the  depots 
shall  be  established. 

These  projects  must  consist  of  the  following  parts: 

1.  General  plan  exhibiting  the  whole  disposition  of  the  buildings,  stores,  stocks,  dry  docks. 

2.  Plans,  sections,  profiles,  and  elevations  of  every  building,  stocks,  dry  docks,  &c. 

3.  Detailed  estimates  of  the  expense  of  each  of  them. 

4.  A  memoir  describing  the  general  disposition  and  particular  details  of  all  the  construction  in  every 
establishment. 

Amongst  those  whose  utility  is  most  generally  acknowledged,  and  whose  want  is  most  pressingly 
felt  at  this'momont,  are  dry  docks  for  repairing  the  bottoms  of  large  vessels.  These  are  the  most  neces- 
sary, as  thi'ic  exist  no  such  cstalilisliiniuts  at  present  in  the  United  States,  and  ships-of-war  of  the 
higlior  ranks  arc  thus  cxpnscd  t<i  fall  iutu  decay  for  want  of  repairs.  It  is  much  to  be  desired  that  they 
should  be  liiiishcd  as  snon  as  pussiblc,  and  especially  that  they  should  be  done  on  those  points  which  will 
be  selected  as  the  seats  of  the  great  naticmal  naval  depots. 

BERNARD,  Brigadier  General. 

J.  G.  TOTTEN,  Maj.  Engineers,  Bt.  Lieut.  Col. 

L.  WARHINCTON,  Captain  V.  S.  Navy. 

J.  D.  ELLIOT,  ('„j,faiu   U.  S.  Namj. 

R.  E.  DE  KM  SSV,  <'„i,l.  U.  S.  Engineers,  for  District  of  New  York. 

S.  BABCOCK,  JlaJ.  Engineers,  Ilember  of  the  Board  for  Delaware. 
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OPINIONS  OF  NAVAL  SURGEONS  ON  THE  EXPEDIENCY  OF  ALLOWING  THE  SPIRIT  RATION 
TO  MIDSHIPMEN  OF  THE  NAVY. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    JANUARY    14,     1830. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  opinions  of  surgeons  of  the  navy,  in  relation  to  alloivmg 
to  the  midshipmen  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  ardent  spirits  as  apart  of  their  rations. 

Navy  Department,  January  13,  1830. 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  of  the  25th  of 
February,  1829,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  the  honor  to  present  the  accompanying  communications  of 
Doctors  Heermann,  Barton,  and  Harris,  three  of  the  medical  officers  of  the  navy,  who,  in  pursuance  of  the 
said  resolution,  were  required  to  give  "their  opinions,  separately,  whether  it  is  necessary  or  expedient 
that  distilled  spirits  should  constitute  a  part  of  the  rations  allowed  to  midshipmen;  and,  also,  their  opin- 
ion of  the  effect  upon  the  morals  and  health  of  the  individuals,  and  upon  the  discipline  and  character  of 
the  navy,  should  each  midshipman  use  the  quantity  of  distilled  spirits  which  now  by  law  constitutes  a 
part  of  the  daily  ration." 

In  submitting  these  opinions,  the  Secretary  deems  it  unnecessary  to  add  any  remarks  of  his  own,  in 
illustration  and  enforcement  of  the  views  therein  expressed,  further  than  they  are  earnestly  concurred  in. 

It  may,  however,  be  proper  for  him  to  recommend  a  liberal  commutation  in  money  in  lieu  of  the 
spirit  part  of  the  ration  now  allowed  by  law,  leaving  those  entitled  at  liberty  to  purchase  additional 
quantities  of  small  stores,  as  more  suitable  and  conducive  to  their  health,  comfort,  and  morals. 

The  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives. 


New  Orleans,  June  25,  1829. 
Sir:  In  respectful  compliance  with  your  direction  of  25th  ultimo,  covering  a  resolution  of  Congress 
under  date  of  25th  Feliniary  last,  re(|nirin.i;-  the  upinimi  of  three  medical  officers  of  the  navy,  "whether  it 
is  necessary  or  expt'dient  that  distilled  spirits  slirndd  cuiistitute  a  part  of  the  rations  allowed  to  midshij)- 
men,"  I  do  myself  the  lienor  to  rejidrt,  that  youtlil'nl  health  and  vigor  are,  under  common  circumstances, 
fully  competent  to  undergo  with  certainty'  and  safety  the  expenses  and  fatigues  of  naval  service;  render- 
ing this  stimulating  beverage  as  an  article  of  daily  consumption,  unnecessary.  And  as  abstinence  from 
it  with  substitution  of  value,  or  other  article  in  the  ration,  would  not  exact  an  actual  privation  (unless  as 
it  might  arise  from  a  depraved  appetite)  the  daily  issue  of  ardent  spirits  is  considered  inexpedient.  Since 
my  earliest  recollection,  however,  of  that  class  of  officers,  in  the  year  1801,  so  great  an  improvement  has 
been  wrought  in  respect  to  this  part  of  their  allowance,  from  a  moral  impulse,  that,  in  its  progressive 
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operation,  the  voluntary  dismissal  of  distilled  spirits  from  their  messes  might  he  red-sonably  anti- 
cipated. 

"  Should  each  midshipman  (from  his  first  appointment)  use  the  quantity  of  distilled  spirits  (half  a 
pint)  which  now  by  law  constitutes  a  part  of  the  daily  ration,"  the  effects  would  be  in  a  majority  of 
instances  peruicinus  to  tlic  health  and  murals  df  individuals — suliversive  in  the  end  of  rational  discipline, 
and  dang-erons  t..  thr, justly  i.nmd  and  .■hivahir  ,-l,ai-a.-t.T  nftlir  navy. 

In  support  of  the  opinions  line  advanced,  the  lojlowin-  luiel' sketch  of  causes  and  effects,  as  con- 
nected witii  ardent  spirits  in  the  abstract,  is  also  most  rcspectruUy  submitted. 

Mankind,  .oneiu  riim'  in  a  propensity  of  substituting  delusive  strength  to  limited  abilities,  a  trans- 
port of  feelinu-  to  the  monotony  of  ordinary  existence,  and  obliviousness  to  real  or  imaginary  ills,  have 
discovered  inimerons  si ininlating  and  narcotic  articles  of  natural  growth  and  artificial  preparation;  the 
product  of   which  hy  distillation,  in   the   Inrin    of   aleoholie   spirit    variously   conihin,.,!,  is    the  hane  of  our 
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follows,  that,^  to  prodnee  the  same  degree  of  exeitonient,  the  exeil 
of  takin--  them  shortened;  and  in  this  manner  tlio  \iliaied  appo 
the  natural  halanee  hetweeii  power  and  action,  lavs  tho  foun.lali. 

Without  the  estaMislnn.nit  however  of  this  lorinidaM.^  evil, 
more  or  ks><  hy  a  mim  iin.ilfnilr  u.-r  >./'  ard'-nt  s/iirits,  and  in  the  ii 
ing  less  resistance  to  ihe  inllncnee  of  noxious  causes,  favor  (l.v 
acute  diseases.  And  when  brought  under  their  inliueiie.'  and  tl 
the  chances  of  recovery  in  severe  cases  of  illness  or  external  inj 
prostration  of  the  system,  and  a  want  of  reaciion,  ]iro]iorlii>nat( 
gence  in  stimulating  drinks.  Nor  is  it  only  a  transitory  increas( 
under  the  habitual  use  or  abuse  of  distilled  spirits,  undermini 
instance  can  be  violated  with  impunity,  the  repeated  orgasms  of  t 
tissues  give  rise  to  local  congestions  and  irritation,  and  a  chain  of  i 
in  paralysis,  in  chronic  diseases  of  the  functions  of  the  stomacli  i 
of  the  very  structure  of  these  and  other  viscera.  And  as,  umle 
nizing  condition  of  intellectual  \\ith  jihysical  existence,  fatuity,  o 
faculties,  and  a  perversion  of  the  moral  sense,  are  observed  tra 
the  habitual  abuse  of  alcoholic  spirit,  si, mi  nf  fhnf  irhii-li  produce. 
of  insanity,  and  leads  to  the  perpetration  ol'  the  foulest  crimes. 

Destitution  of  self-nspeei,  irascihility  of  temper,  ferocity  and  foolhardiness,  as  also  irrational  fear 
and  apprehension  of  danger,  are  incidentally  enumerated  us  growing  out  of  intemperance;  and  the  imme- 
diate bearing  which  they  would  have  on  the  discipline  and  character  of  the  naval  service  is  too  obvious 
to  require  illustration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  gi-eatest  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  HEERMANN,  M.  D.,  Surgeon  U.  S.  Navy. 

The  Hon.  John  Braxch,  Secretary  U.  S.  Navy,  Washington. 
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The  subject  of  the  following  report  is  one  which,  having  received  the  notice  it  demands  by  a  resolu- 
1  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  leads  to  the  hope  that  such  a  step  is  merely 


precursory  to  a  further  manifestation  at  the 
feral  importance.  For  my  part  I  am  not  ab 
expressive,  my  own  deep  sense  of  the  vital  interest  ol  the  ser\  i 
involved  in  the  numerous  bearings  which  this  subje,  t  presents. 
my  official  connection  with  it,  by  a  sentiment  ol  exalieil  res|MM 
importance  and  achieved  glory  during  its  short  car<Mi- of  trial, 
judged  to  have  weighed  in  too  nicely  balanci'd  ami  sensiii\-e  ^ 
fastidious  a  hand,  the  preponderating  effects  (;f  intemperateness, 
in  the  navy,  against  its  usefulness  and  reputation. 

It  is  possible  I  may  have  overrated  the  ill  consequences  of  irregular  habits.  If  this  shall  be  believed, 
my  apology  must  be  looked  for  in  the  high,  nay,  inestimable  price  at  which  I  rate  the  marine  bulwark  of 
our  nation's  honor,  independence,  and  commercial  strength;  and   the  low  estimate  I  confess  I  have  ever 


)f  Congress,  of  its  great  intrinsic  and  colla- 
connnnnieate,  by  any  language  adequately 
r\  ice  particidarlj',  and  the  country  at  large, 
ts.  Attached  to  the  navy,  independently  of 
lect,  predicati'(l  on  mv  views  of  its  national 
iai,  I  hope  1  shall  b,"  excused  if  I  shall  be 
e  scales,  and  wiili  too  keen  an  eye  and  too 
nmorality  of  any  kind 


set  on  practices  unmanly,  because  degrading  and  cle; 
to  sap  the  foundation  of  that  bulwark.  However  trn 
the  merits  of  the  question  under  notice;  however  faiil 
evil  with  certain  good;  the  process  by  which  I  have  a 
legitimate,  will  be  perceived  in  the  consideration  I  Ik 
and  reasoning  embodied  in  which,  this  report  mirsi  1 
contains.  It  is  due  to  these  opini.ais  to  say,  that  the\ 
deliberation.  More  than  tweniy  yiars  have  lenlerta' 
least  reason  for  impugning  their  \ali(liiy;  but,  on  the 
their  truth,  by  the  professional  experience 
Fir.-it.  The  necessity  of  the  spirituous 
to  the  subsistence,  health,  and  comfort  of 


I  with  the  power  and  unerring  tendency 
■etiy  I  may  be  found  to  have  canvassed 
nilly  contrasted  the  chances  of  probable 
le  only  issue  I  can  judge  to  be  fair  and 
the  six  following  queries;  by  the  facts 
I'xamining  the  value  of  any  opinions  it 
■iiitly  (Unbraced,  or  indited  without  due 
l>uiin;4'  this  period  I  have  not  seen  the 
ive  met  with  continued  corroboration  of 


enjoyed  lu  the  course  o 
item  of  the  present  ratio 
midshipmen. 


other  words,  its  indispensableness 
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In  mj^  apprelicnsion,  the  necessity  in  question  conld  only  rationally  be  supposed  to  exist  from  the  fact, 
ascertained  beyond  the  possibility  of  disputation  or  denial,  that  where  distilled  spirit  had  not  been  used 
daily,  or  very  frequently,  b}^  midshipmen  exposed  in  the  usual  diversity  of  climes  to  the  ordinary  duty 
performed  by  this  class  of  officers,  injury  to  the  health  and  constitution,  a  want  of  essential  comfort,  and 
difficulty,  if  not  impossibility  of  subsisting  on  the  residue  of  the  ration  without  it,  had  universally  been 
the  consequence.  Is  this  the  case?  So  far  from  it,  those  who  have  abstained  altogether  from  spirituous 
liquor  have  enjoyed  quite  as  g'ood  health  as  those  who  habitually  used  it;  have  digested  their  food  as  well; 
enjoyed  as  much  of  what  may  be  denominated  essential  comfort;  have  borne  the  toils  of  duty  as  well; 
executed  their  orders  as  efficiently,  and  that  with  more  equanimity  of  temper;  have  been  as  happy;  in  a 
word,  felt  not  the  want  of  that,  the  fancied  benefit  of  which  habit  had  not  taught  them  to  crave,  and  principle 
had  deterred  them  from  resorting  to.  Besides,  in  event  of  illness  from  inflammatory  diseases,  those  who 
abstain  altogetlier  from  the  use  of  spirit,  or  are  very  temperate  in  its  use,  are  for  the  most  part  more 
easily  treated  by  medical  regime  than  those  accustomed  to  drink  freelj'  of  distilled  liquors  of  any  kind. 
The  spirituous  portion  of  the  ration,  then,  cannot  be  considered  indispensable,  on  the  only  sufficient  grounds 
which  could  make  it  so.  Thorc  are  no  facts  within  my  knowledge,  presented  either  by  my  own  expe- 
rience or  that  of  other  iinMliial  men,  imperatively  directing  the  use  of  distilled  spirit  by  young  men 
perfoi-ming  duty  as  miclshiiuncn  under  ordinary  circums  an  es.on  ship-board  or  on  shore;  and  I  can  conceive 
of  none  justifying  it  in  the  diet  of  boys  and  striplings,  who  for  the  most  part  perform  this  duty.  My 
opinion  is,  therefore,  that  it  is  not  necessary  that  distilled  spirit  should  constitute  a  part  of  the  ration  allowed  to 
midshipmen. 

Secondly.  The  expediency  which  involves  the  idea  of  the  continued  usefulness  or  occasional  benefit 
of  ardent  spirit  in  the  diet  of  young  officers.  It  could  only  be  expedient  to  permit  the  use,  daily,  of  ardent 
spirit,  just  said  imt  tn  be  necessary,  from  some  known  facts  sufficiently  important  and  undeniable 
respeetiii.i^-  the  usefulness  or  signal  advantages  resulting  from  its  employment  as  a  dietetic  item,  under 
circuuistauces  incidental  to  the  duty  of  midshipmen  of  unusual  occurrence,  or  extraordinarilj'  adverse  to 
health.  Such  dutj^  they  are  liable  to  perform  in  insalubrious  climates.  It  might  also  be  supposed  expe- 
dient to  use  distilled  spirit  as  a  prophylactic  during  unavoidable  exposure  to  common  climates,  at  seasons 
of  the  year  or  periods  of  the  day  or  night  particularly  unfavorable  to  the  preservation  of  health.  And 
some  would  perhaps  deem  it  expedient  in  case  of  slight  sickness  from  inclement  weather.  In  these  cases 
also,  the  argument  of  expediency  could  only  be  sustained  by  irrefragable  facts.  Naval  medical  writings 
record  no  such  facts  as  those  just  said  to  be  requisite  to  substanti:;te  expediency  in  all  the  preceding 
circumstances.  Neither  are  any  such  furnished  by  my  experience,  nor  even  within  my  knowledge. 
Experience  is  in  favor  of  warm  dietetic  beverages,  in  all  the  preceding  cases,  in  preference  to  distilled 
spirit;  such  as  cocoa,  chocolate,  tea,  coffee,  and  surrogate,*  (or  cichory,)  or  even  gruel;  which,  besides 
being  sufficiently  stimulant,  convey  nourishment  to  the  system;  and  taken  at  sea,  or  in  port,  by  officers 
and  crews  going  on  duty,  such  as  alluded  to,  have  never  been  known  to  have  been  followed  by  evil  conse- 
quences. This  cannot  be  said  of  distilled  spirits.  The  beverages  mentioned,  therefore,  are  better 
safeguards  to  health,  under  undue  exposure  to  unhealthful  weather  in  climates  of  ordinary  character,  or 
under  circumstances  of  unavoidal>lc  expi)Rur(>  to  the  pernicious  effects  of  night  air  and  dews,  in  climes 
naturally  inauspicious  tn  liealtli.  In  e\'ent  df  actual  siekness  from  any  cause,  during  which  the  condition 
of  the  indi\iiual  nuiy  call  lor  the  use  nf  distille!  spirit,  the  hospital  store  room  of  the  medical  officer, 
which  always  contains  spiiit  nf  a  better  (piality  than  that  laid  in  for  ship's  use,  besides  wine,  porter,  and 
the  ingredients  fur  lemonaile,  is  eiien  tn  the  jlres^•rille(l  and  therefore  judicious  use  of  those  who,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  niedieal  enntmller  el'  tliat  stnre,  actually  require,  or  would  in  anywise  be  benefited  by 
either.  In  riiij  'iiniiiim .  Ilirrrforr,  il  i-annot  be  e.rpcdLrnt  that  distilled  spirit  should  constitute  a  part  of  the 
ration  allou-ed  t'l  niitlslii/iiiifii. 

Thirdhj.  The  elleet  u|Min  the  nmrals  of  the  individuals,  should  each  midshipman  use  his  lawful  allow- 
ance of  spirit?  This  invnlves  the  question,  whether  the  habitual  use  of  what  may  truly  be  deemed  by  all 
who  reflect  seri(jusly  on  the  subject — with  reference  to  its  secondary  consequences,  as  well  as  primary 
eifects — an  immoderate  portion  of  spirituous  liquors,  has  any  permanent  efiect  upon  the  moral  condition  of 
boys,  striplings,  and  young  men? 

The  consideration  of  this  question  leads  to  the  inquiry  whether  the  habitual  excitement,  by  any 
unnecessary  or  indispensable  stimulous  of  diet,  of  those  natural  passions,  the  tone  of  which  is  sufficiently 
elevated  in  youth,  without  adventitious  aid,  he  prejudicial  to  the  steadfastness  or  sabversive  altogether 
of  moral  restraint?  In  other  words,  wliether  the  preservation  in  strength  and  vigor  of  all  those  upright 
principles  which  mark  the  mural  nuui,  is  in  any  degree  dependent  on  or  responsive  to  the  condition  of 
the  physical  system,  at  that  period  of  life  when  strength  in  moral  rectitude  and  honor  is  incipient,  and 
good  habits  in  the  forming  stage?  All  these  questions  deserve  an  affirmative  answer,  both  by  deductions 
from  experience,  and  by  reasoning  from  the  moral  constitution  of  man,  and  its  known  susceptibilities  of 
impression  by  physical  and  habital  agents.  Such  an  answer,  too,  is  corroborated  by  the  observation  of 
all  those  who  have  directed  their  attention  to  the  waywardness  of  temper,  and  contrariijties  of  disposi- 
tion incidental  to  youth.  If  these  conspire  to  disturb  the  moral  quietude  of  individuals,  at  a  period  of  life 
when  the  passions  are  sportive  and  irregular  at  best,  and  are  called  into  the  daily  power  of  disturbing 
that  quietude,  by  the  incitement  of  any  such  natural  agent  as  liquid  stimulus,  acting  on  the  physical  con- 
stitution by  the  reiteration  of  diurnal  use,  can  it  be  doubted  that  injury  to  the  moral  system  will  result 
frcnu  such  habitual  stimulation? 

If  this  injury  shall  not  in  all  instances  happen  to  occur,  the  exceptions  will  be,  though  not  purely 
fortuitous,  yet  of  no  frequent  occurrence,  and  owing  to  causes  readily  brought  into  view.  The  moral 
obdurateness  calculated  to  withstand  the  destructive  habit  in  question  may  either  arise  from  early  edu- 
cational directi-ms,  when  tlie  ]iassions  and  dis|Misition  have  naturally  been  irregular,  or  be  owing  to  a 
moral  system,  haliilnally  or  from  nature,  unyiehlini;-  to  jihysical  impressions.  The  individuals,  therefore, 
who  may  be  exempt  from  the  conlaminal  inu'  and  destructive  influence  alluded  to,  will  be  only  those  who 
enjoy  the  rare  blessin-s,  amoim-  youtli,  of  habitual  discipline  of  the  temper  and  command  of  the  passions, 
under  circumstances,  of  whalevei-  nature,  cahidated  to  worry  or  rouse  the  one,  or  call  into  frequent  action 
or  exasperate  the  other.  It  will  nailily  he  conceded  they  will  be  a  small  proportion  of  whatever  number 
of  youths  may  be  gre,i;ariously  met,  eitiier  in  tlie  navy  or  elsewhere.  The  individuals,  less  happily  gifted 
by  natural  constitution,  or  early  discipline  of  tenq^er  and  dominion  of  the  passions,  who  may  be  injuri- 

*  A  subatitute  for  coffee,  prepared  from  the  root  of  the  cichoriuin  entybus,  or  succory,  extensively  cultivated  in  Europe. 
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ously  affected  by  the  causes,  and  in  the  manner  already  mentinned,  will  be  sutRcientlv  nnmerons  to  juMify 
the  appellation  of  dn)u>nri:iii'/  Jinhll  /,,:},r  ,J„i'i/  „sr  ,,f  ^,,,1,  :jiiiin/if,/ of  ardent  i<2nnt  as  Imr  h,/  Inn-  r„ „'..•/ ,7, ;/,',,• 

jmrt  of  the  rations  for  )in,/. in  /n,„n   irlimrrrr  ll,.ij  ,lniir  llir„i    in  /..I,,/.     '  The  furegoing  rciii;,rk~^  liavr  ivfriviiro 

solely  to  that  establish.'.!  ,|iiaiiiity,  sii|.].Msiii--    ii  lir   .-..nsii 1;   assuming  aa  a  postnlat.',  f.nth.'   |in-st'iit, 

that  the  quantity  may  ii..t  !..•  .-.  .iival.'iv.l  .■.\cessivu,  n.ir  tlie  daily  use  of  it  esteem. mI  iiil.ni|...iat.'iic.ss;  aii 
opinioTi  in  which,  I'.u- .  .ii.\  1  am  ii.it  imlint'd  to  acquiesce,  except  for  argum.'iit's  sak.>  al  (hislinic  But 
even  under  this  iavurahh'  sn|i|i.  .siiimi,  tlie  truth  of  which  is  at  least  very  pi  ..Lhaiialii-al,  wh..  sliall  say 
that  the  use  (,r  ilisiilj.'.l  snirils  will  I'lid  with  this  questionable  point  of  m...l.'i  aii,.nr  Wh.,  .shall  confi- 
dently say  when,  an. I  in  h-w  many  iiisi  aiL-rs  ..fa  -'ivrn  number  .,f  indiviibials  .,1'  this  .-lass,  particularly 
the  younger  p..rti..ii,  th.'  .laily  n.^.'.  iiml.T  th.'  a|.|ir..hal  i.m  uf  l,;jal  myn i.'srrnrr  in  the  pr.mriety  and  utility 
of  so  much,  may  n..t  b.-.t  a  h^v,'  ha  w.,,;,'  This  a.hlili.mal  .piantitv  will  sr.ni  t..  he  required,  as  the 
aystem  of  the  indivi.liials  shall  h.v,,mc  by  luibil  less  sensibly  alfccted  by  the  accustunicd  portion,  at  least 
to  his  own  feelings,  th.iugh  actually  sufl'ering  under  its  use  in  the  eye  of  a  common  observer,  as  well  as 
that  of  a  medical  attcmlant  .m  sliiii-board. 

Who  can  say  in  h.iw  many  instances  of  a  given  number  of  youths,  many  of  them  actually  in  a  state 
of  physical  infamy,  an.l  m.ist  in  that  unstca.ly  state  nf  (■.)rporeal  and  moral  vigor  immediately  preceding 
puberty,  an.l  f.ir  s..nii'  tim.'  cimtinnini-  th.'iiMtt.r,  shall  nut  yield  to  a  want  of  discretion  incident  to  their 
age,  and  a  xa.illati.'U  ..I' (-..nsi  ituti.mal  strength  at  th.>  .'poch  of  life  alluded  to,  and  become  absolutely 
intemperate,  by  the  usi;  of  more  liquor  than  that  allowed  by  law  in  their  rations? 

Who  shall  say  that  this  poison,  legally  directed  as  part  of  their  daily  sustenance,  shall  not  number 
among  the  victims  of  its  insidious  and  deleterious  power,  many  a  fine  youth,  who,  but  for  this  tempta- 
tion, would  have  been  guilty  of  no  abberration  from  rigid  temperance;  but  who,  seduced  by  example, 
urged  by  solicitation,  and,  above  all,  encouraged  by  the  apologetic  reflection  that  what  the  law  allows, 
if  it  do  not  actually  direct  coercively  the  use  of,  must  be  proper — yields  to  the  conspiring  influence  of  all 
those  evil  incentives,  thus  becoming  morally,  and  often  intellectually  debased,  at  an  age  so  young  as  to 
preclude  the  idea  of  any  other  result  than  confrrmation  in  this  detestable  vice?  The  instances  of  reforma- 
tion are  so  few,  in  my  belief,  after  early  intemperance,  as  by  their  rarity  alone,  to  strengthen  the  demoral- 
izing character  of  a  habit,  which,  in  its  due  course  of  confirmation  and  long  continuance,  levels  alike  the 
educated  and  the  gifted,  the  moral  and  the  honorable,  the  chivalric  and  the  brave,  the  intrepid  and  the 
magnanimous,  the  courteous  and  the  gallant,  to  one  state  of  groveling  prostration  and  enthralling  vice. 

This  degraded  state  of  man  presents  a  picture,  revolting  as  it  is,  which  may  not  indeed  be  heightened 
in  coloring,  but  rendered  more  glaringly  shocking  by  showing  it  to  military  men  in  another  light.  In 
this  view,  and  but  a  little  in  the  perspective,  which,  in  its  turn,  as  the  bonded  slave  to  liquor  travels 
onward,  will  be  bold  foreground,  we  see  moral  and  physical  imbecility,  meanness,  pusillanimity,  lilthiness, 
fatuity,  and  brutishness.  This  picture  I  have  drawn  Ir.iin  lile.  Many  have  I  seen  of  wli..m  it  is  a  just 
resemblance.  A  similar  striking  portrait  of  their  morbid  e.in.litinn  and  death  is  to  be  had  i'mm  the  pencil 
of  any  physician  who  has  seen,  (and  what  physician  has  not?)  the  pitiable  state  of  sots,  in  their  deplor- 
able misery.  I  have  often  witnessed  their  sufferings,  no  less  agonizing  than  their  degradation  was 
shocking.  In  vain  was  the  medicinal  chalice  offered  to  appease  them;  it  contained  not,  it  cannot  contain, 
any  remedy  for  them.  In  vain  was  it  emptied,  after  l)oing  filled  to  the  brim  with  narcotic  drugs,  with 
the  yearning  exi>ectation  of  inducing  sleep;  no  oblivi.nis  nv  s.Mithing  essence  do  these  drugs  any  longer 
hold,  when  administered  to  the  sot.  Vigilance,  niMibi.l,  iiainlnl,  maddening,  unceasing,  irremediable 
vigilance,  is  the  doom  of  every  drunkard,  sooner,  or  later;  but  it  is  the  mere  precursor  of  the  wreck  of 
intellect.  Measuring  the  distress  it  occasions,  it  is  as  a  mere  spark  to  the  full  blaze  of  a  raging  fire, 
compared  to  the  frightful  mania  which  supervenes;  a  mania  grounded  on  the  destruction  of  nervous 
energy,  and  thence  of  that  timid,  nay,  cowardly  kind,  which  sees  harm  in  every  object,  and  danger  in  the 
presence  of  every  friend;  a  mania,  during  the  short  c.'intinnanc(^  of  which,  for  it  soon  runs  a  fatal  course, 
the  wretched  \'i.lim  is  haunt.'.!  l>y  all  ili.'  In.rrid  ills  a  .IisliiLtimI  imagination  can  present  as  constituting 
the  climax  ef  human  mis.ay.  I'ire.  lallin--  walls,  I'uii.'s  llii'eat.uiing  violent  death,  are  constantly  in  his 
view.  On  tlie  nalsc.l  hi.l.'s  .'.f  liis  eh.amb.u-,  .,!■  witliin  tlh'  .iirtains  ..f  his  bed,  are  pictured  to  his  sight  all 
sorts  of  terrific  imagt'S.  They  often  drive  liim  1..  I.'aii  li'.im  a  wimhiw,  nv  eonuuit  suichle,  to  avoid  what 
he  deems  torture  worse  than  death— their  d.mi.uiiaea!  sji.uts  in  liis  .lis.u-.l.av.l  brain;  or,  bem..aning  his 
fate,  fleeing  from  his  persecutors  and  tormenbus,  im|il.uingly  d.^pieeating  the  wrath,  convulsively  and 
despairingly,  but  feebly  withal,  contending  against  tlain,  h.'  .li.'s  in  tremors,  exhaustion,  and  agony. 

How  often  has  this  catastrophe  blighted  the  h.ipes  ..f  many  a  meritorious  parent,  in  his  beloved 
offspring  devoted  to  the  naval  service!  How  cruelly  has  he  been  frustrated,  after  years  of  solicitude  and 
unceasing  lessons  on  temperance,  by  a  conspiration  of  causes  and  seductive  examples  hostile  to  that 
virtue;  one  of  the  most  active  of  which,  and,  consequently,  several  growing  mainly  out  of  it,  might  be 
removed  by  a  new  law,  rigidly  enforced  according  to  its  letter  and  virtual  intention.  Such  a  law  would, 
under  such  execution  of  it,  secure  the  health,  save  the  lives,  and  preserve  to  the  country  the  efficient 
services  of  those  of  her  ofBcers  who   might,  with.iut   it,  fall  victims    t.i    iut.'inperauee.     The  devastating 

effects  of  this  vice,  should  it  prevail   to   any  -•.■n.Tal  extent,  av.uiI.1  pr.i\-.'  r.'  .l.snu.tive  to  her  naval 

sons,  (I  do  not  say  that  it  has  done  so,)  than  unla'allhlul  .lun.'s.  the  elian.-.'..  ..f  ( h.'  seas,  the  accidents 
incident  to  the  service,  if  not  even  than  warfaic  itsi'lf,  I  Ijelieve,  eiinseientinusly,  tliat  the  country  has 
been  deprived  of  the  services  of  many  a  youth  born  to  reap  honor  and  glory  in  her  cause,  owing  to  the 
inviting  circumstance  and  daily  temptation  already  mentioned  having  led  him  unwarily  from  his  duty, 
his  fame,  and  his  happiness,  to  pursue  that  course  so  eloquently  depicted  by  Shakspeare: 

"  To  be  now  a  sensible  man,  and  by  and  by  a  fool,  and  presently  a  beast !    Oh,  strange  ! " 

I  have  as  yet  refrained  from  dwelling  on  the  question  whether  the  quantity  of  liquor  now  allowed  by 
law  as  an  integrant  of  the  ration  which  may  be  drawn  by  midshi]imeii,  be  within  due  and  safe  bounds  of 
moderation?  yet,  as  this  .piant  ity  may  legally  be  drawn  daily  by  th.'s.^  ofticers,  there  being  no  lawful 
reason  to  prevent  it  if  th.  y  shall  choose  to  do  so,  it  may  net  be  \\  iih.iut  use  to  inquire  whether  the  quan- 
tity be  too  great  vy  oih.Twise.  U  has  jiist  been  said  it  is  optional  with  midshipmen  to  draw  their  rations. 
This  is,  at  least,  fre.|u.'ntly  th.'  fact,  and  is  often  done.  I  shall,  in  the  se.piel,  n.atice  that  the  commander 
of  a  ship  sometimes  iiiiihibjts  this;  but  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  tli..si'  wh.i  ma\- e.ime  immI.t  the  pro- 
hibitory regulation  may  .l.'.an  their  commander  to  be  ille-ally  inteilerin-  with  tii.'ir  law  lui  li.uiits,  or 
unkindly  distrusting  th'eir  m.jral  iiabits  or  discretion,  by  interdicting  such  drawing,  in  kiml,  of  the  ration 
and  spirit  apportioned  to  it  by  law.     The  inquiry  just   instituted,  therefore,  may  appear  the  more  proper, 
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seeing  that  midshipmen  may,  and  in  fact  often  do,  draw  their  rations  entire,  no  interdict  of  their  com- 
mander existing  to  prevent  their  doing  so.  In  any  attempt  to  give  an  opinion  on  this  point  of  quantity, 
we  are  innnediately  met  by  difficulties  and  contrarieties  neither  easily  set  aside  nor  reconciled.  I  admit 
the  difficulty  of  graduating  such  a  potent  stimulus  as  distilled  spirit  to  the  various  ages,  constitutions, 
tempers,  and  health  of  individuals  constituting  the  grails  of  niidsliipmen;  discrepancies  obviously  existing 
among  that  class  of  officers  in  a  degree  far  greater  tliaii  in  any  other  I  admit,  also,  that  by  some  few, 
of  peculiar  temperaments  and  moral  feelings,  or  of  idi'isynciatic  insusceptibility  in  physical  constitution 
to  the  impression  of  diffusible  stimulants,  the  establisljed  quantity  might  be  used  without  injury,  and, 
perhaps,  with  apparent  benefit;  yet,  on  the  other  hand,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  in  some  persons  a  morbid 
liableness  exists  to  be  seriously  affected  even  by  small  portions  of  this  subtle  stimulant.  Between  the 
insusceptibility  and  excessive  sensibility  noticed,  various  shades  of  both  states  intervene;  but,  so  far  as 
my  observation  extends,  1  must  liclicvc  the  average  will  always  be  found  to  present  such  characteristics 
of  moral  and  physical  constitiitinns  as  to  lie  generally  influenced,  and  for  the  most  part  injuriously  affected, 
by  the  quantity  now  establishrd  as  part  of  the  ration. 

From  this  very  difficulty  of  apportioning  a  healthful  quantity  of  such  a  stimulus  to  the  diverse  tem- 
peraments of  the  youthful  class  of  officers  in  question,  I  would  infer  the  inutility  of  any  attempt  at 
generalizing  the  aggregate  susceptibilities  of  constitution,  by  affixing  any  particular  quantity  of  liquor, 
as  innoxious.  Still  more  embarrassing,  nay,  fruitless,  would  be  any  endeavor  to  decide  how  much  would 
be  safe  to  all;  and  to  lix  upon  any  gauge  which  would  be  positively  useful  to  all,  is  impossible.  Should 
these  views  be  consiiliicd  coiicri,  il;  follows  that  if,  notwithstanding  the  disadvantageous  circumstances 
attending  the  allowance  of  spirit  in  the  ration,  it  be  still  deemed  fit  that  it  be  continued,  it  is  evident 
that  some  measure,  reconciling,  as  far  as  possible,  in  all  the  different  susceptibilities  noticed,  must  be 
adopted.  Hence  the  inference  is  irresistible,  tiiat,  in  gauging  any  particular  quantity  as  the  innocuous, 
safe,  and  useful  standard  allowance,  with  the  design  and  expectation  of  meeting  the  aggregate  condition 
of  all,  the  embarrassment  occurs  which  has  been  suggested,  and  error  and  harm  must  result.  If  spirit 
be  allowed,  the  quantity  must  be  fixed. 

If  the  quantity  be  fixed,  injury  of  some  kind  will  be  inevitable  to  many,  and  serious  evil  to  some  is 
more  than  likely  to  occur,  while  jeopardy  must  result  to  all,  owing  to  the  hazard  pertaining  to  a  subject 
beset  with  d  fficnltics  at  every  jxiint.  These  are  not  only  perplexing  and  important  in  their  bearing,  but 
amount  ni'arlv  to  a  dilemma.  They  ajijiear  to  me  to  designate,  as  the  course  of  wisdom,  the  abolition  of 
distilled  spiiil  altogeilier  IVoni  the  rations  of  midshipmen;  thus  commencing  a  formal  desuetude  of  a 
long  established  custom,  operating  with  a  salutary  force  on  the  minds  and  conduct  of  young  and  inexpe- 
rienced officers,  by  the  lesson  of  temperance,  legally  conveyed,  in  a  deliberate  act  for  their  welfare. 

The  effect  of  such  lesson  might  not  only  be  prospective,  but  corrective  of  present  evil,  wherever  it 
may  exist  in  the  navy,  unconfirmed  by  time  and  incorrigible  vice.  This  it  would  do,  by  warning  the  reck- 
less of  their  danger;  and  the  vicious,  should  any  exist,  of  the  monitory  notice  bad  habits  had  elicited  in 
the  councils  of  the  country.  Abandonment  of  a  practice  would  most  likely  follow  that  authoritative  dis- 
countenance of  its  disqualifying  and  ruinous  consequences,  which  a  deliberate  investigation  of  its  evil 
tendency,  in  those  muncils,  had  prom]ited  and  ]U-omulgated.  The  question,  whether  it  would  be  wise  to 
substitute  any  otln'i'  kind  of  liipior,  in  lieu  of  <listilled  spirit,  now  existing  as  part  of  the  ration  of  the 
navy,  with  intention  to  render  sueli  modilied  ration  apposite  to  the  moral  and  physical  condition  of  mid- 
shipmen, appears  directed,  by  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  the  Navy  Department 
for  decision.  It  might  therefore  seem  to  be  transcending  the  instructions  submitted  to  me,  by  the  Depart- 
ment, to  touch  upon  it. 

It,  however,  may  be  deemed  well  worth  the  reflection,  when  that  important  question  shall  come  to 
be  considered,  whether  it  be  feasible  to  substitute  any  kind  of  liquor  of  a  vinous*  or  spirituous  nature, 
which  will  certainly  prove  innocuous;  and  whether,  in  order  to  disem  lunber  the  ration  completely  of  the 
mischievous  items,  for  this  class  of  officers,  anything  more  than  the  solid  portions  of  wholesome  aliment, 
and  the  ingredients  of  healthful  dietetic  beverages,  as  tea,  colfee,  idiocolate,  cocoa,  surrogate,  lemonade, 
&c.,  ought  to  enter  into  it.  It  may  become,  with  benefit,  perhaps,  an  impiiry,  whether  the  common  ship's 
ration,  which  is  the  same  as  that  drawn  by,  or  allowed  to  niidshi|imen,  he  the  best  and  fittest  which  might 
be  devised,  for  this  grade  of  officers,  or  even  for  the  crewsj  at  large.  The  contemplated  investigation  of 
the  merits  of  the  licpiid  poition  of  the  ration  might  be  considered  opportune  for  such  an  inquiry.  To  me 
it  appears  plain,  that  a  ration  more  wholesome,  and  less  gross,  might  be  established  for  midshipmen. 
This  would  induce  the  ollieers  of  that  grade  to  draw  their  Subsistence  in  kind,  at  least  at  sea;  thus  ren- 
dering them  nujre  cuuifortable  than  they  I'an  now  possibly  be,  sulisisting  on  their  present  rations,  and 
leaving  them  the  liberty  of  laying  in  only  sueli  additional  eondorts  as  their  pay  or  means  might  enable 
them  to  afford.  I  know  not  whether  it  be  leasilde  to  lia\-e  two  distinct  raticms.  Should  it  be  so  decided, 
then  the  points  just  hinted  at  would  be  usefully  taken  into  view.  Shonlil  such  a  ration  be  established,  it 
might  also  be  drawn  by  assistant  surgeons,  and  other  officers,  who  mess  in  the  steerage,  and  who  now 
participate  in  the  same  inconveniences  and  want  of  comfort,  in  diet,  when  they  subsist  on  rations,  as  mid- 
shipmen. If  it  could  be  made  to  appear  that  economy  and  comfort  among  young  officers  would  be  pro- 
moted by  such  a  ration,  and  that  it  would  be  practicable  to  issue  it,  it  doubtless  might  be  deemed  expe- 
dient to  institute  it. 

Fourthly,  The  effect  on  the  health  of  the  individuals,  should  each  midshipman  use  the  quantity  of  dis- 
tilled spirit  now,  by  law,  constituting  a  part  of  the  daily  ration. 

This  involves  the  question:  1st.  Whether  the  excessive  indulgence  of  the  natural  passions,  or  their 
precocious  development,  during  the  period  of  adolescence,  when  they  are  already  prone  to  undue  excite- 
ment, has  anj'  prejudicial  effect  on  the  physical  constitution?  2d.  Whether  the  direct  and  daily  applica- 
tion of  a  strong  stimulant,  like  spirit,  in  considerable  quantity,  to  the  stomach,  does  deteriorate  the  vigor 
and  functions  of  that  organ,  thus  depreciating,  by  the  well-known  inimical  effects  of  its  weakened  tone 
on  the  system,  the  functional  powers  of  the  body,  generally,  produciug  consequently  imperfect  health, 
premature  disorder  or  disease,  or  both  successively? 

The  physical  health  is  always  impaired  in  those  who  habitually  indulge  in  uncontrolled  passions. 

»  It  has  been  proved  by  experiment,  that  a  bottle  of  any  of  the  strong,  dry  wines,  as  madeira,  sherry,  or  port,  contains  about  a 
pint  of  proof  brandy. 

\  It  must  not  be  forgotten,  that  hoys  and  striplings  also  form  a  proportion  of  crews 
often  known  them,  and  even  men,  seriously  injured  by  the  present  ration,  (the  spirituou 
and  the  Navy,  by  the  writer  of  this  report,  2d  ed.,  article  ration,  section  lOth,  page  216. 
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The  pei-Qianent  or  transient  injury  to  the  constitution,  wliich  may  accrue  from  this  cause,  will,  undoubt- 
edly, be  owing,  the  first,  to  the  frequency  of  its  repetition;  the  second,  to  the  infrequen'cy  of '  its  recur- 
rence. 

It  has  been  advanced,  in  the  consideration  of  the  third  question,  that  the  habitual  use  of  spirit  excites 
the  passicms  unduly,  and  renders  the  temper  wayward  and  perverse;  and  in  the  consideration  of  question 
Jifth,  (in  the  sequel,)  that  it  produces  a  state  of  moral  feeling,  coutrarious  to  subordination.  It  therefore 
follows,  for  reasons  of  which  the  positions  just  stated  are  the  true  results,  that  the  health  of  individuals, 
among  the  class  of  midshipmen,  who  might  daily  consume  their  lawful  allowance  of  distilled  spirit,  would 
be  injured,  and  for  reasons  causing  the  injury  and  following  it,  that  injured  state  of  health  would  be 
incompatible  with  their  own  comfort  and  contentment,  subversive  of  harmony  with  each  other,  as  well  as 
inimical  to  the  interests  of  the  service  at  large.  The  latter  would  just  be  in  so  far  affected  as  they  might  be 
dependent  on  the  fortitude  of  its  officers — a  virtue  quite  as  essential  to  the  weal  of  the  navy  as  courage. 
That  weal  depends,  not  merely  on  the  effective,  but  on  the  tranquil  discharge  of  duties,  with  self  satis- 
faction, and  resignation  to  privations,  under  circumstances  calculated  to  try  the  patience  and  health,  and 
test  the  decorum  of  those  uuinured  to  hardships  or  control. 

The  afiSrmative  of  the  second  question  is  founded  in  knowledge,  trite  and  universal.  The  pernicious 
effects  of  ardent  spirit,  habitually  and  imprudently  used,  on  the  mucous  tissues,  stomach,  liver,  digestive 
functions,  brain,  nervous  and  muscular  system,  in  a  word,  on  the  active  powers  of  life,  are  well  known 
to  every  physician  of  even  moderate  experience. 

Let  the  statistical  accounts  of  temperance  societies,  public  charities,  and  infirmaries  be  consulted. 
Let  the  daily  observation  of  any  intelligent  and  reflecting  person  be  appealed  to.  In  fine,  let  the  unwill- 
ing, undirected,  appalling  evidence  of  our  senses,  in  our  daily  communication  with  the  world,  be  trusted, 
and  it  will  be  conceded  that  the  injurious  tendency  of  spirituous  liquors  on  the  powers  of  the  system  is 
ascertained;  their  pernicious  effects  on  the  health  of  individuals,  addicted  to  the  inordinate  use  of  them, 
unquestionable  and  disastrous;  and  their  demoralizing  influence  on  those  infatuated  creatures  enthralled 
by  the  engrossing  love  of  them,  unequivocal  and  mischievous. 

The  catenation  of  all  the  evils  they  produce,  though  seen  every  day,  never  loses  its  revolting  effect 
on  the  mind.  It  leaves  there  the  conviction  that  those  evils  imperiously  call  on  the  competent  authorities 
to  remove  them,  should  they  pervade  the  service  of  the  navy. 

Fifthly.  Whether  the  discipline  of  the  navy  would  be  affected,  and,  in  what  manner  and 
degree,  should  each  midshipman  consume  daily  his  legal  allo\^ance  of  distilled  spirits?  What 
is  this  discipline?  It  supposes,  in  its  legitimate  sense,  the  implicit  but  harmonious  obedience 
of  the  numerous  individuals,  composing  the  naval  service,  to  the  authoritive  rule  of  those  of 
all  grades,  senior  to  themselves,  holding  power  to  command  for  the  time  being,  not  only  without 
murmuring,  but  without  discontent  or  impatience.  Surely  discipline,  in  this  extended,  though  true 
sense,  is  likely  to  be  stained  in  its  legal  and  efficient  beauty,  by  anything  which  approaches  a  morose  or 
reluctant  execution  of  orders,  especially  if  the  acquiescence  be  exactly  of  that  vexatious  kind,  betrayed 
by  certain  perverse  and  contumelious  dispositions,  which  is  sufficiently  visible  to  be  offensive,  and  yet 
so  vague  and  circumspect  withal,  as  to  be  untangible.  Is  not  this  ungracious  submission  very  likely  to 
occur  among  those  habitually  indulging  the  caprices  of  temper,  over  which  the  reign  of  self-government 
is  slackened  and  the  curb  of  reason  broken  by  any  cause  adequate  to  promote  moral  extravagance  in 
the  inexperienced  and  unwise?  The  vagaries  of  eccentric  disposition  would  find  no  more  ready  way  to 
discover  their  centrifugal  direction  from  the  circumference,  enclosing  propriety  as  its  centre,  than  that 
which  leads  from  ill-borne  discipline  to  insubordination.  Enough  has  already  been  advanced,  to  show 
that  the  habitual  use  of  spirit  is  such  an  exciting  cause  of  passion,  and  such  a  depressing  agent  of  the 
good  health  which  carries,  as  a  concomitant,  quietude  of  mind  and  urbanity  of  disposition,  as  to  render  it 
more  than  probable  that  self-government  would  be  in  jeopardy  by  yielding  to  it,  and  therefore  discipline 
aflected.  Indeed,  the  answers  to  the  preceding  questions  grow  out  of  the  observations  already  detailed 
at  length,  and  will  be  affirmative  or  negative,  according  as  weight  be  attached  to  them  or  otherwise.  If 
the  demoralizing  effect  of  spirituous  liquors,  habitually  used,  be  granted,  will  not  the  daily  custom  of 
using  the  distilled  spirit  of  the  present  ration  by  midshipmen,  on  ship-board  or  elsewhere,  tend  to  dis- 
harmonious wassails  among  them?  Will  not  these,  infrequent  at  first,  be  reiterated  gradually,  until  each 
one  who  joined  them  in  the  mere  buoyancy  of  youthful  jollity,  be  seductively  ensnared  before  fie  is  aware 
of  his  danger:  becoming,  from  the  natural  issue  of  such  a  course,  an  absolute  toper?  Will  not  he  be  a 
brawler,  under  the  influence  of  the  pernicious  cause  of  his  ruin,  who,  but  for  the  maddening  lever  of 
distempered  conduct  it  ever  carries  with  it,  would  have  acted  with  becoming  discretion  and  contented- 
ness?  In  the  compunctious  grace  of  a  sober  moment  of  reflection,  he  may  wail  his  lost  reputation  like 
Cassio,  when  it  is  too  late  to  regain  confidence,  and  like  that  self-examining  lieutenant,  deplore  with 
heart-struck  regret,  his  folly  and  debasement  which  led  him 


Nothing  could  be  more  pithy  than  Cassio' s  wonder. 


Or  more  true  than  his  soliloquy, 

"Drunk?  and  speak  parrot?  and  squabble? 
Swagger?  swear?  and  discourse  fustian 
With  one's  shadow?     0  thou  invisible 
Spirit  of  wine,  if  thou  hast  no  name  to 
Be  known  by,  let  us  call  thee — devil." 

How  many  a  mortal  strife,  terminating  in  an  instant  one  or  both  lives,  to  which  the  heart-strino-s  of 
worthy  parents  and  families  have  been  fastened  for  years,  and  now  in  a  moment  snapped  by  overwhelm- 
ing bereavement,  has  been  the  sobei-  consequence  of  a  drunken  brawl!  The  perverted  medium  throuo-h 
which  everything  contentious  in  such  carousals  is  always  viewed,  lends,  often  with  fatal  issue,  an 
obuoxiousness  and  fancied  insult  to  innocent  jest  or  sarcasm.     Deadly  umbrage  is  instantly  taken,  a 
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challenge  given  in  tins  temper,  and  accepted  under  irritated  feelings.  All  this  often  occurs  among 
friends.  The  next  day,  when  soberness  and  reflection  have  regained  their  sway,  they  remember,  like 
Cassio,  after  his  drunken  bout, 


Yet  they  fight,  and  the  consequence  is  such  as  suggested  above.  The  trifling  disputes  on  which 
disastrous  consequences  to  whole  families  of  worth  and  respectability;  reproach  to  the  navy,  as  a  service 
giving  rise  to  such  evils;  and  death  or  maiming  to  the  rash  individuals  who  have  so  causelessly  thrown 
away  their  lives,  and  the  happiness  of  their  families,  owe  their  origin,  frequently,  to  intemperateness  in 
drinking. 

How  evident,  then,  that  the  deprecated  but  incorrigible  evil  of  dueling  in  the  navy,  would  be  lessened 
by  any  means  which  might  rm  li  r  tin'  iciiirrence  of  one  of  its  fruitful  causes  more  infrequent.  I  would 
not  be  understood  to  insinuate  thai  all  the  duels  succeeding  so  slight  cause  of  quarrel,  owe  their  origin 
to  inebriation;  for  I  know  that  the  chivahtius  spirit  which  swells  the  young  bosom  of  a  very  sober  person, 
may,  and  often  does,  lead  him,  IVnin  a  misconceived  sense  of  honor,  and  the  reparation  which  may  be  due 
for  slight  injury,  or  even  uuiucmcilitatcd  insult,  recklessly  to  give  or  receive  mortal  defiance.  But  I  have 
known,  also,  the  first  position  to  be  true,  in  several  distressing  instances.  The  habitual  disposition  to  ire, 
petulance,  and,  in  some  individuals,  nioroseness;  in  a  word,  ill  temper  of  every  character,  engendered  by 
habitually  drinking  spirit,  by  any  grade  of  officers,  must  result  in  such  peevish  personal  intercourse  with 
equals,  and  discourteous  obedience  to  the  orders  of  superiors,  as  may,  not  only  by  the  unfavorable  eflect 
of  bad  example,  but  by  being  liable  to  be  pushed  at  any  moment  of  fancied  wrong,  or  actual  discomfiture 
in  the  performance  of  ardous  duty,  a  little  beyond  the  suppressed  and  bursting  point  of  sullen  tolerance, 
quickly  degenerate  into  insubordination.  If  these  views  be  correct,  how  would  it  be  possible  that  the 
discipline  of  the  navy  should  not  be  involved  among  the  numerous  evils  of  intemperateness  of  all  kinds, 
among  officers  of  wliatcver  grade,  in  which  they  might  imhappily  occur?  Its  preservation  in  legal  and 
efficient  purity  is  intimatily  blended  with  that  moral  rectitude  and  harmonius  resignation  to  the  toils  of 
duty  by  all,  Imt  iiarti<  ulariy  its  young  officers,  which  is  essential  to  the  peace,  contentment,  and  happi- 
ness of  persons  in  a  sta'.r  of  subordination  and  circumscribed  Iibert3^  Impatience  or  discontent  in  the 
governed  thus  siinatcti,  are  like  rough  chains  to  the  galled  withers  of  the  harnessed  and  mettlesome 
steed.  Yet,  impatiiucc  and  discontent  are  the  moral  results  of  intemperate  use  in  spirituous  liquors.  It 
is  important  to  oiisme  tiiat  resigned  acquiescence  to  subordination,  and  alacrity  in  the  pei'formance  of 
duty,  which  are  vital  to  the  service,  by  every  means  in  the  sight  of  wisdom.  Among  the  rest,  will  be, 
sedulously  placing  beyond  the  reach  of  the  juvenile  aspirant  after  glory  and  usefulness,  anything  like  a 
legal  invitation  to  habits  tending  to  sully  the  one;  and  to  beget  irregularities  of  behavior,  and  even 
imbecility  of  mind,  incompatible  with  the  other. 

Si.rthly.  Whether  the  cliararttr  of  tlie  navy  may  be  affected,  and  in  what  manner  and  extent,  by  each 
midshipman  consuming  daily  thr  (iimutity  of  spirit  allowed  by  law,  in  the  rations  furnished  by  govern- 
ment? This  questicm  asks  another — ^Vhether  that  character  be  in  any  degree  prejudiced  by  a  want  of 
moral  conduct  in  any  of  its  officers,  or  be  injuriously  affected  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  or  in  fact,  by  an 
imperfect  or  reluctant  discipline  from  any  cause?  This  interrogatory  involves  no  postulate.  It  is  deci- 
dedly answered  in  the  affirmative,  by  proof  at  command  of  every  one  of  common  sense.  Whether  a  want 
of  moral  deportment  or  such  constraincil  discipline  can  l>c  o-win^-  to  tlio  use  of  ardent  spirits,  as  a  habit, 
among  young  officers,  directly  or  romotoly,  is  a  luoiilcm  not  (lifiicnlt  of  solution,  at  this  period  of  the 
present  discussion.  The  facts  ami  icasonin;4s  which  1  ha\T  to  otVcr  on  these  two  points  of  character  and 
discipline,  in  reference  to  the  habitual  use  of  distilled  spirits,  are  already  embodied  in  this  report  under 
different  heads.  It  requires  no  uncommon  powers  of  ratiocination  to  make  the  legitimate  inference,  if  the 
premises  be  granted  to  be  true.  This  will  depend  upon  the  diirree  of  credence  which  all  the  foregoing 
positions  and  reasoning  may  be  thought  to  deserve.  If  they  be  deemed  fallacious,  sophistical,  or  over- 
strained, then  immorality  and  rebellious  tolerance  of  necessary  discipline  would  not  be  produced  by  ardent 
spirits  habitually  used.  But,  if  they  be  deemed  valid  and  sufficient,  the  verity  of  my  inductions  must  be 
admitted;  and,  since  moral  decreptitude  and  insubordinate  conduct  must  then  be  ascribed,  in  some  mea- 
sure, to  ardent  spirits,  it  is  fair  to  say,  the  character  of  the  navy  ivould  be  materially  hurt  should  each  mid- 
shipman consume  the  quanti/i/ 1>/'  di.^tilh'il  .spirits  furnished  in  the  rations  sujiplied  by  government. 

Having  thus  considered  the  main  points  embraced  by  the  resolution  of  the  House  of ■  Representatives, 
and  exhibited  the  corollaries  piedicatcd  on  the  several  positions  and  courses  of  reasoning  growing  out  of 
that  consideration,  a  few  general  ob.servations  now  naturally  occur  to  me  as  worthy  of  mention  in  this 
place. 

I  believe  it  is  not  uncommon  for  commanders  of  United  States  ships-of-war  to  prohibit  the  midship- 
men of  their  vessels  from  drawing  the  spirit  of  their  rations.  I  do  not  know  whether  any  allowance  be 
made,  under  such  interdict,  for  the  value  of  the  liquor  withheld.  This  information  the  Navy  Department 
must  be  possessed  of  through  the  returns  of  pursers.*  But  the  fact  itself  of  prohibition,  while  it  argues 
the  inutility  of  that  liquor,  in  the  estimation  of  as  many  commanders  as  do  interdict  it,  if  it  did  not  prove, 
even  their  opinion,  that  it  is  prejudicial,  may  bo  c'onsiilcrcd  by  some  as  sufficient  to  prevent  the  use  or 
abuse  of  spirits  among  young  ofticors.  Those  w  ho  think  this,  would,  consequently,  be  apt  to  deem  it  a 
work  of  supererogation  in  the  national  Iruislaturo  to  abolish  the  liquid  item  by  their  fiat.  So  far  from 
entertaining  such  an  opinion  myself",  I  would  sun-i'si,  \vhether  the  mere  fact  of  Congress  abolishing  this 
part  of  the  ration  of  midshipmen  would  not  be  received  by  all  concerned,  especially  those  immediately 
the  objects  of  such  protecti\c  act,  as  imperatively  discouraging  the  use  of  any  liquid  stimulus  with  their 
diet,  under  oi-dinaiv  circumstances,  ilni-inL;-  their  otlicial  minority?  When  time,  habit,  and  reflection  should 
have  infixed  such  steadl'astni'ss  in  the  principles  of  the  matured  man,  that  danger  could  neither  accrue  to 
himself  or  injury  to  the  serx'ice  from  his  piopi'i-  use  of  wine,  malt  liquors,  and  occasionally  even  distilled 
spirit  in  great  iiimhi-nt mn,  then  eithm-  or  all  mi,L;ht  be  taken  under  the  chastened  measure  which  early  and 
long-continued  haliit  of  self-denial  has  remleicd  not  only  easy  to  conform  to,  but  palatable.  Such  temperate 
habits,  so  becoming  and  praiseworthy,  would  be  practiced  with  entire  safety  to  morals,  compatibility 
with  good  health,  and  c  .nsoname  with  ollicerdike  propriety.     Such  an  act,  by  the  Congress  of  our  country, 

e  for  the 
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as  that  just  alluded  to,  would  niauifestly  inculcate  that  self-denial  aud  manly  temperance  were  expected 
by  that  country  of  her  ,-lMiy-l,,viiiu-  and  -i.iiv-u-iviug  sons;  that  those  who  were  destined  by  profesiun  to 
govern  others,  she  cxiMMird  lirst  tn  !.,■  lully  able  to  govern  themselves;  that  those  in  whose  trust  she 
contided  her  high  houurs.  she  cxiicclcd  would  do  nothing  calculated,  in  the  acknowledged  opinion  of  all 
the  world,  to  render  them  uiitit  for  that  important  trust. 

Such  expectations,  conveyed  in  language  which  could  neither  be  misunderstood  nor  disregarded,  would 
set  at  ease  the  apprehensive  bosom  of  many  a  parent  who  devotes  his  son  to  the  naval  service  with  a 
dread  of  intemperance,  only  less  distressing-  than  the  anguish  he  endures,  when  the  object  of  his  early 
care  and  present  pride  shall  actually  have  become  addicted  to  that  vice.  Such  a  law,  devised  in  wisdom  and 
executed  with  exemplary  sever  ty,  would  not  only  check,  if  anything  could  do  it,  present  evils,  if  such 
may  be  found  to  exist;  but  would  prevent  those  who  now  constitute  the  junior  officers  of  the  service 
from  falling  into  the  ruinous  course  of  such  of  their  seniors  as  may  be  obnoxious  to  the  charge  of  intem- 
perateness.  I  undertake  not  to  say  there  are  any  such;  but  if  there  be  any,  such  law  could  doubtless 
suitably  provide  for  them.  They  are  deserving  of  the  only  rebuke  which  could  simaltaneously  bring  them 
to  the  sense  of  their  folly  aud  relieve  the  service  of  the  burden  and  bad  example  by  which  they  oppress  it. 

In  a  state  of  things  like  this,  pai-ents  would  be  encouraged  to  resign  the  control  nf  tlicir  sous,  at  a 
period  when  their  morals  and  habits  most  demanded  surveillance,  by  placing  them  in  a  .scrxicc  where,  by 
the  laws  and  rigorous  enforcement  of  them,  their  moral  safety  was  not  equivocally  pruvidrd  tor.  Whereas, 
the  law  now  permits  the  use  of  so  large  a  portion  of  spirit  as  tn  prove  imnioderate  for  the  greater  pro- 
portion of  those  who  may  use  it,  and  destructive  of  the  nioials  ami  hoalth  of  nearly  all  who  do  so — thus 
justifyiiig  intemperance.  It  is  submitted  to  the  Navy  D('[iarliii(.nt,  whrila  r  it  can  be  wise  to  leave  the 
disuse  ut  spirit  altogether  to  the  discretionary  interdict  of  cumuiandcrs,  ou  whom  an  ungracious  responsi- 
bility is  thus  thrown,  with  the  further  disadvantage  that  what  is  left  discretionary,  may  sometimes  be 
omitted  to  be  done.  If  evil  exist  under  present  circumstances  and  usages,  the  corrective,  to  be  efficient, 
must  be  universal.  Examine  the  prohibitory  act  of  a  commander  of  a  ship,  who  declares  his  midshipmen 
shall  not  draw  the  spirit  of  their  ration.  It  brings  to  light  the  fact  that  he  interdicts  the  use,  by  those 
officers,  of  that  item  which  lawfully  constitutes  a  part  of  the  subsistence  assigned  to  them  as  a  modicum 
of  their  professional  compensation.  He  will  not  allow  them  that  which  the  law,  in  its  estimate  of  their 
compensation,  declares  thty  are  entitled  to  receive;  in  other  words,  he  withholds  an  integrant  of  that 
entire  ration  which  the  law  has,  by  its  very  letter  and  spirit,  decided  it  is  expected  shall  daily  be  con- 
sumed by  them.  But,  besides  this,  the  steerage  often  contains  officers  of  the  grade  of  midshipmen,  of  so 
old  a  date  as  to  be  ou  the  eve  of  promotion,  and  in  the  full  age  of  manhood;  such,  too,  as  have  had  their 
habits  under  good  control.  Such  ought  not  to  be  taught  that  distrust  of  their  discretion  and  moderation 
is  entertained  by  their  commanders ;  and  in  an  interdict  among  five,  ten,  or  twenty  officers,  it  would  not 
be  possible  for  exceptions  to  be  supposed  or  pointed  out.  Indeed,  such  designation  of  exceptions  would 
be  still  more  unpopular,  and  perhaps  unjust,  than  the  general  prohibition.  In  addition  to  this  difficulty, 
the  characters  of  the  midshipmen  are  often  unknown  to  a  commander-,  until  they  shall  have  served  with 
him  some  time.  Their  habits  are  equally  beyond  his  ken.  He  might  issue  his  interdict,  when  neither 
the  character  nor  habits  of  the  steerage  officers  would  render  it  necessary;  and,  lucklessly,  might  suffer 
the  subject  to  pass  unnoticed,  when  both,  in  a  majority  of  the  whole  number,  should  actually  call  for  a 
prohibition.  In  every  view  of  the  subject  it  appears  to  me  plain  that  the  discretionary  power,  now  exer- 
cised in  some  ships  by  commanders,  is  not  a  sufficient  safeguard  against  intemperateness;  nor,  indeed,  a 
just  disposal  of  the  liquid  part  of  the  ration,  unless  its  value  in  money  be  accounted  for,  to  the  credit  of 
the  individuals  on  the  purser's  books.  It  likewise  is  clear  to  me  that,  notwithstanding  the  good  motive 
which  induces  the  commanders  to  exercise  this  assumed  power;  and  notwithstanding  the  certain  good 
effects  which  have  followed  that  exercise,  and  the  fact  that  it  is  the  only  corrective  method  the  nature  of 
the  existing  regulation  admits  of,  to  keep  down  an  evil  of  magnitude  and  ruinous  tendency,  and  one  I 
fear  on  the  increase  rather  than  declension;  still  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  importance  of  the  subject 
demands  that  this  discretionary  power  should  be  superseded  by  some  more  efficient  and  universal  cor- 
rective. In  a  word,  I  believe  an  act  of  Congress  is  called  for,  and  would  be  important  in  its  principle 
and  beneficial  in  its  operation. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  WILLIAM  P.  C.  BARTON. 

Phil.\delphia,  September  14,  1829. 


Philadelphia,  Sejptemher  12,  1829. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  25th  May,  enclosing  a  resolution,  passed  dur- 
ing the  last  session  of  Congress,  instructing  you  "to  require  three  medical  officers  to  report  their  opinions, 
separately,  whether  it  is  necessary  or  expedient  that  distilled  spirits  should  constitute  a  part  of  the 
rations  allowed  to  midshipmen;  and,  also,  their  opinion  of  the  effect  upon  the  morals  and  health  of  the 
individuals,  and  upon  the  discipline  and  character  of  the  navy,  should  each  midshipman  use  the  quantity 
of  distilled  spirits  which  now,  by  law,  constitutes  a  part  of  the  daily  ration." 

As  one  of  the  medical  officers  whom  you  have  loeen  pleased  to  designate  for  this  duty,  I  have  care- 
fully bestowed  all  the  attention  to  the  subject  which  its  great  importance  seems  to  demand.  As  the 
inquiries  embraced  in  the  resolution  have  a  reference  principally  to  the  influence  of  ardent  spirits  on  mid- 
shipmen, and,  only  in  a  secondary  manner,  to  its  effects  as  transmitted  through  them  on  the  character  and 
discipline  of  the  navy,  I  shall  proceed  to  discharge  the  duty  required  of  me,  by  considering  the  subject 
in  the  following  order,  viz: 

1.  The  effect  of  ardent  spirits  on  the  morals; 

2.  On  the  health; 

3.  On  the  character  and  discipline  of  the  navy; 

And,  lastly,  the  expediency  and  necessity  of  continuing  distilled  spirits  as  part  of  the  daily  ration 
to  midshipmen. 

These  inquiries  shall  be  separately  considered,  and  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  above  presented. 

The  common  sense  of  mankind  might  be  cited  as  sufficient  proof  of  the  danger  which  the  morals 
incur  by  the  use  of  ardent  spirits.     I  refer  to  public  sentiment,  because  I  conceive  no  stronger  argument 
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could  be  adduced  against  the  practice  in  question;  inasmuch  as  it  has  been  formed  by  experience  so  com- 
mon, and  by  observation  so  universal,  that  no  error  could  have  crept  in  to  vitiate  the  judgment  of  man- 
kind on  this  subject. 

Arguments  to  prove  that  an  intoxicated  man  is  temporarily  deprived  of  the  full  exercise  of  his  rea- 
son, would  be  superfluous. 

The  real  distinction — the  character  of  man  is  his  reason.  If,  for  that  controlling  and  guardian  power, 
he  should  substitute  the  delirium  of  intoxication,  or  ever  so  slight  an  approximation  to  it,  the  judgment 
either  slumbers  or  is  wholly  suspended.  He  is  now  under  the  influence  of  an  unrestrained  or  stimulated 
imagination,  during  which  no  safe  limits  are  left  to  the  immoral  propensities  and  vicious  actions  of  the 
unfortunate  individual.  The  morality  of  a  gentlem.m  suffers  a  deep  wound  by  a  single  act  of  intoxica- 
tion. The  coarse,  ridiculous,  or  criminal  thoughts  engendered  by  such  a  state,  are,  sometimes,  followed 
by  sudden  remorse  and  shame,  though  very  different  from  the  nature  of  repentance,  and  leading  to 
repeated  despicable  violations,  rather  than  to  restoration  of  peace  of  conscience.  Repeated  acts  of 
•  intoxication  never  fail  to  bring  contempt  on  the  sufierer.  Embittered  recollections  are  awakened  by 
his  own  misconduct,  the  fire  of  professional  ambition  is  extinguished,  and  he  abandons,  as  a  redemption- 
less  and  willing  slave,  all  hope  and  prospect  of  future  eminence,  for  the  temporary  relief  and  oblivion  of 
a  drunken  stupor.  The  morals  of  such  a  person  are  ruined;  his  very  moral  faculty  is  annihilated;  his 
patriotism,  his  military  sense  of  honor,  his  esprit  du  corps,  are  all  absorbed  by  the  resistless  desire  for 
spirituous  potations. 

When  ardent  spirits  are  drunk  to  excess  the  faculties  of  the  mind  become  seriously  obtunded.  This 
will  not  excite  surprise  when  it  is  known  that  the  brains  of  drunkards  exhibit,  on  dissection,  a  change  of 
structure  incompatible  with  a  healthy  and  vigorous  operation  of  the  mind.  Habitual  excitation  of  this 
organ,  by  means  of  spirituous  liquors,  will  as  certainly  injure  its  texture,  and  thus  enfeeble  its  functions, 
as  it  will  the  tissues  and  functions  of  the  stomach.  Even  when  intoxicating  liquors  ai-e  drunk  in  what  is 
styled  moderation,  or  in  such  quantities  as  will  admit  of  the  regular  operations  of  the  mind  and  body,  the 
ill  effects  are  still  observable.  It  is  a  common  error  to  suppose  that  we  inflict  no  injury  upon  ourselves 
when  we  drink  in  such  quantities  as  to  allow  us  perfect  control  oyer  our  thoughts,  passions,  and  powers 
of  locomotion.  Even  when  we  drink  within  these  limits,  we  often  find  that  it  impairs  the  vigor  of  health, 
dulls  the  perceptions,  weakens  the  judgment,  and  destroys  all  profitable  reflection.  In  this  state  we 
become  restless;  books,  the  best  safeguard  to  the  morals  of  youth,  cease  to  be  either  entertaining  or 
instructive;  time  rolls  heavily  forwards;  light  society  or  deeper  spirituous  drafts  are  resorted  to,  until 
at  last  a  fondness  for  intoxicating  liquors  is  awakened,  which  terminates  in  a  craving  for  it,  which  we 
have  often  not  the  ability  to  govern. 

The  effects  of  ardent  spirits  on  the  health  are  most  destructive.  It  is  indeed  a  fearful  poison  which, 
sooner  or  later,  injures  every  tissue  and  organ  within  the  reach  of  its  influence.  It  is  true  that  the  sys- 
tem in  time  becomes  in  some  degree  habituated  to  this  article,  so  that  its  effects  are  felt  to  be  pleasant, 
while  its  absence  occasions  pain  and  distress.  To  continue  those  pleasurable  sensations,  however,  it  is 
requisite  gradually  to  increase  the  depth  of  the  potations.  This  change  in  the  natural  desires  is  so 
gradual  that  the  victim  is  not  sensible  of  it,  until  he  finds  himself  governed  by  a  resistless  craving  which 
his  discretion  can  no  longer  control. 

This  unmanageable  desire  for  intoxicating  liquors,  and  the  intemperance  connected  with  it,  are 
viewed  by  a  learned  physician  of  Germany  as  a  disease,  which  he  denominates  dipsomania,  a  compound 
word,  meaning  insane  thirst.  There  is  no  doubt  that,  if  ardent  spirits  be  brought  repeatedly  in  contact 
with  the  lining  membrane  of  the  stomach,  it  will  produce  a  slow  inflammation.  This  is  evinced  by  thirst, 
indigestion,  redness  of  tongue,  tenderness  over  the  region  of  the  stomach,  attended  with  depression  of 
spirits,  and  obtuseness  of  intcllcrt,  which  usually  accompanies  disorders  of  this  organ.  Though  the 
stomach  suffers  most  from  bciii,^-  the  iimiii'diate  receptacle  of  the  poison,  yet  such  are  its  desolating  pro- 
perties, that  almost  every  part  nl'  the  liody  is  injured  by  its  baleful  operation.  Hence  the  intemperate 
are  subject  to  diseases  not  only  uf  the  stomach,  hut  the  liver,  intestines,  heart,  eyes  and  brain.  The 
effects  of  ardent  spirits  on  the  latter  organ  are  evinced  by  the  occurrence  of  nervous  tremors,  wakeful- 
ness, paralysis,  epilepsy,  apoplexy,  melancholy  and  madness.  It  also  produces  ulcerations,  gout,  rheu- 
matism, and  general  dropsy.     This  last  disease  is  a  rare  one  among  persons  of  strictly  temperate  habits. 

All  diseases  and  accidents  are  much  more  unmanageable  in  the  drunkard  than  in  those  who  practice 
abstinence.  Accidents  of  various  characters,  which  are  perfectly  remedial  in  the  temperate,  will  have  a 
fatal  termination  in  the  drunkard.  Free  drinkers  are  besides  much  more  subject  to  disease  than  the 
abstemious,  which  arises  from  irregularity  of  diet,  unnecessary  and  imprudent  exposure  to  inclement 
weather,  and  from  the  direct  agency  of  the  hurtful  draft  itself 

It  is  a  vulgar  error  to  suppose  that  distilled  spirits  increase  bodily  strength.  The  prevalence  of  this 
erroneous  opinion  has  enticed  men  to  drink  them,  from  a  belief  that  they  are  necessai-y  to  the  well-being 
of  the  constitution.  Young  men  often  drink  such  articles,  though  they  may  at  first  be  disagreeable  to 
them,  from  an  impression  that  they  will  protect  from  the  ill  effects  of  cold  and  heat,  and  dampness  and 
miasma.  So  far,  however,  is  this  from  being  true,  that  the  intemperate  are  known  to  suffer  most  from 
these  causes.  There  is  no  fact  more  satisfactorily  established,  than  that  the  free  drinker  is  the  most 
liable  to  attack  during  the  prevalence  of  epidemics. 

Ardent  spirits,  without  being  taken  in  such  quantities  as  to  pi'oduce  intoxication,  often  produce  ill 
effects  both  on  the  body  and  mind.  I  have  known  persons  destroyed  by  their  use,  who  were  never  known 
to  have  been  drunk.  The  practice,  therefore,  of  issuing  distilled  spirits  to  midshipmen  is  not  attended 
with  a  single  advantage.  On  the  contrary,  the  tendency  of  such  a  practice  is  to  enervate  their  bodies, 
to  expose  them  to  more  frequent  accidents  and  disease  than  would  otherwise  occur  in  a  profession, 
exposed  perhaps  more  than  all  others  to  such  dangers. 

Of  all  the  ills  which  are  caused  by  spirituous  liquors,  none  are  so  terrible  or  so  well  calculated  to 
excite  emotions  of  horror,  as  that  of  spontaneous  human  combustion.  Numerous  cases  of  this  character 
are  to  be  found  in  the  records  of  medicine.  The  history  of  those  cases  is  so  well  sustained  by  testimony, 
that  even  the  incredulous  can  now  no  longer  doubt.  Some  of  them  were  submitted  to  the  test  of  judicial 
investigation,  and  were  found  supported  by  all  the  pi-oof  required  to  form  human  testimony. 

All  the  eminent  professional  gentlemen  who  have  reported  these  cases,  concur  in  the  statement,  that 
spontaneous  human  combustion  occurs  only  in  the  habitual  drunkard.  Wliether  the  human  body  is  ren- 
dered combustible  by  being  pervaded  by  alcoholic  vapors,  or  by  an  unusual  development  of  inflammable 
gases,  such  as  carburetted  hydrogen  or  phosphoretted  hydrogen,  is  difficult  to  determine.     There  is  high 
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authority  for  both  these  opinions,  and  under  particular  conditions  of  the  system,  brought  about  by  gross 
intemperance,  we  might  readily  conceive  of  the  occurrence  of  such  anomalies  from  either  cause.  Anato- 
mists have  observed,  upon  opening  the  dead  bodies  of  drunkards,  the  escape  of  a  gas  which  will  inflame 
when  brought  in  contact  with  a  candle,  and  in  some  instances  by  simple  admixture  with  atmospheric  air 

The  effects  of  drinking  ardent  spirits,  on  "the  character  and  discipline  of  the  navy,"  are  generally 
admitted  to  he  iiijiirimis.  A  distinguished  officer  assured  me  that  a  great  majority  of  the  disturbances 
that  occasiunaily  occur  in  the  sliips'  crews,  arise  from  too  free  an  indulgence  in  this  vice.  Nor  should 
this  excite  suri.rise.  If  arrlent  spirits  will  make  one  individual  gay,  a  second  gloomy,  a  third  taciturn  a 
fourth  garrulous,  a  fifth  amicable,  and  a  sixth  quarrelsome,  it  could  be  scarcely  expected  that  harmony 
should  prevail. 

When  such  a  variety  of  temperament  and  disposition  is  awakened  by  intoxicating  liquors  in  con- 
nection with  that  loss  of  judgment  which  usually  occurs  in  the  intemperate,  we  may  expect  misunder- 
standings and  insubordination.  Whenever  excess  in  drinking  produces  nervous  tremors,  as  it  frequently 
does,  it  produces  a  corresponding  timidity.  Hence  the  courage  of  an  habitual  drunkard'cannot  be  relied 
on.  Though  sj^rituous  drafts  may  for  a  time  excite  insensibility  to  danger,  yet,  if  long  and  freely 
used,  till  y  as  crrtainly  weaken  the  moral  energies  as  they  do  the  mental  functions.  If  these' intoxicatino- 
li([nors  ]inM|iiii'  the  effects  above  stated,  they  cannot  have  other  than  a  most  injurious  bearino- on  the 
char:nti  1-  and  discipline  of  the  navy.  There  are  few  officers  in  the  navy,  of  any  grade,  prepared  to  admit 
the  ■'  iKMcssiiy  or  expediency  of  continuing  distilled  spirits  as  a  part  of  the  rations  of  midshipmen." 

The  commanders  of  our  national  vessels,  who  are  generally  as  anxious  to  guard  the  morals  as  to 
improve  the  professional  qualifications  of  this  class  of  officers,  alwaj^s  discountenance  the  practice  of 
their  drinking  ardent  spirits.  Hence  they,  and  indeed  the  officers  generally,  draw  the  value  of  their 
ration  in  iiioik  y,  and  therefore  admit  into  their  messes  none  of  the  articles  furnished  by  the  government 
for  the  sliip's  use.  There  are,  however,  some  exceptions  to  this  custom,  particularly  during  lono-  cruises 
when  the  |iiivate  stores  become  exhausted.  On  these  occasions  the  ship's  rations  are  drawn,  Including 
whiskey,  thus  tempting  the  young  officers  to  drink  until  a  fondness  for  it  is  frequently  created.  Though 
at  first  offensive,  it  becomes  in  time  agreeable  to  the  taste,  and  the  practice  ends  by  an  irresistible 
desire  to  be  constantly  under  its  influence. 

In  my  judgment,  there  is  no  situation  in  which  a  young  officer  could  be  placed  which  would  render 
the  use  of  spirituous  liquors  either  necessary  or  expedient.  They  are  no  preventive  of  disease-  they 
afford  no  protection  against  either  heat  or  cold;  they  are  no  supporters  of  strength.  On  the  contrary 
they  weaken  the  constitution,  dull  the  perceptions,  destroy  all  disposition  to  profitable  study,  and  thus 
render  many  promising  young  officers  unfitted  for  the  profession  on  which  thej-  have  embarked.' 

It  is  not  by  injuring  the  health  and  morals  of  midshipmen  alone,  as  such,  that  the  daily  ration  of 
ardent  spirits  appears  to  be  objectionable.  They  rise  to  the  highest  rank,  by  gradual  promotion  and 
therefore  are  educated  for  important  and  responsible  commands,  by  passing  through  all  the  gradations 
of  service.  An  intemperate  midshipman  will  not  become  a  temperate  lieutenant  or  captain.  It  would 
be,  therefore,  painful  to  reflect  on  the  possible  results  of  important  enterprises,  conducted  by  individuals 
whose  judgments  had  been  impaired,  and  energies  enfeebled,  by  unrestrained  indulgence. 

Example  is  a  powerful  engine  in  all  human  actions;  and  its  influence  here,  on  the  character  and 
discipline  of  the  navy,  ought  not  to  be  overlooked.  The  suboi-dinate  looks  up  to  his  superior  as  a  director 
and  pattern,  and  the  color  of  his  own  conduct  will  partake  largely  of  that  which  constantly  passes  before 
him.  If  the  superior  should  be  intemperate,  which  happily  is  a  most  rare  occurrence  in  our  navy,  those 
under  his  command,  disposed  to  intoxication,  will  cease  to  consider  the  act  either  criminal  or  unofficer- 
like.  The  hurtful  operation  of  such  an  example  extends  to  the  lowest  ranks  of  the  service,  and  opposes 
an  insurmountable  obstacle  to  every  effort  at  reform. 

The  advantage  accruing  to  the  nation  would  be  inestimable  if  this  vice  could  be  wholly  eradicated 
from  this  great  arm  of  national  defence.  To  accomplish  this  desirable  end  it  would  certainly  be  wise  to 
commence  by  abolishing  the  existing  legal  sanction  to  intemperate  drinking.  The  present  temperate 
habits  of  our  midshipmen  afford  no  argument  against  the  adoption  of  this  measure.  The  law  allows  the 
youngest  and  most  inexperienced  of  them  a  half  pint  of  distilled  spirits  daily.  If  the  salutary  advice 
of  their  superiors,  added  to  their  own  good  sense,  prevents  them,  in  a  great  majority  of  instances,  from 
using  the  legal  privilege  which  has  been  given  to  them,  still  there  may  be  some  who  are  not  thus' influ- 
enced, and  therefore  the  necessity  exists  of  removing  the  national  invitation  to  an  indulgence  so 
pernicious. 

Though  our  officers,  in  general,  are  as  temperate  as  an  equal  number  of  citizens  in  any  other  situation 
in  life,  yet  it  is  in  vain  to  conceal  that  there  are  too  many,  among  the  junior  officers  particularly,  who 
drink  more  than  is  consistent  either  with  health  or  sound  morals.  It  should  be,  therefore,  a  matter  of 
congratulation  that  the  energies  of  government  are  about  to  bear  on  this  point.  If  there  be  anything 
now  which  can  arrest  the  navy  in  its  career  of  usefulness  and  glory,  it  is  the  deadly  atmosphere  which 
is  diffused  around  it  by  this  desolating  poison. 

Though  called  upon  to  express  an  opinion  regarding  the  use  of  ardent  spirits  for  midshipmen,  I  may 
yet  be  pardoned  for  suggesting  that  the  inquiry  might  be  advantageously  extended  to  an  examination  of 
its  effects  on  the  boys  and  young  men  who  compose  the  crews  of  our  national  vessels.  The  baneful 
practice  of  serving  out  grog  to  this  class  of  persons,  and  thus  making  them  habitual  drinkers,  is, 
perhaps,  the  chief  cause  of  the  general  intemperance  among  sailors.  The  law  makes  no  distinction,  as 
respects  the  ration,  between  the  old  sailor  and  the  boy.  Each  is  allowed,  daily,  a  half  pint  of  whiskey. 
Many  of  our  commanders,  it  is  true,  prohibit  boys  from  receiving  their  ration  of  spirits.  The  young  men, 
however,  are  not  subject  to  this  deprivation.  They  consequently,  with  very  few  exceptions,  drink  their 
ration  of  spirits,  and  thus  as  certainly  contract  a  fondness  for  it  as  that  effect  will  follow  cause.  There 
are  few  men  who  drink  a  half  pint  of  spirits  daily,  for  three  years,  which  is  the  ordinary  period  of  enlist- 
ment, .who  will  not  become,  at  the  expiration  of  this  time,  not  only  fond  of  it,  but  whose  craving  for  it 
will  be  not  less  resistless  than  for  their  ordinary  allowance  of  substantial  food.  There  is,  besides,  no 
youth  unaccustomed  to  the  use  of  ardent  spirits,  who  can  drink  half  a  pint  without  becoming  more  or 
less  intoxicated.  I  have  more  than  once  heard  young  sailors  offer  as  an  excuse  for  the  crime  of  intoxica- 
tion, that  they  had  drunk  no  raoi'e  than  their  legal  ration.  In  many  instances  the  declaration  was, 
doubtless,  perfectly  true.  How  preposterous  then,  is  it,  by  law,  to  allow  a  youth  as  much  spirit  as  will 
make  him  drunk,  and  afterwards,  by  virtue  of  another  law,  to  punish  him  for  complying  with  the 
provisions  of  the  first!     The  daily  ration  of  half  a  pint  of  distilled  spirits  is,  thcrelbrc,  unnecessarily 
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and  injuriously  largo  for  young  men,  and  the  quantity  might  be  advantageously  diminished  for  veteran 
seamen. 

Let  those  who  contend  that  ardent  spirits  are  useful  in  the  array  and  navy,  recollect  that,  for  a  long 
and  interesting  period,  this  article  vs^as  entirely  unknown.  During  this  space  men  were  as  enterprising, 
and  possessed  as  much  firmness  of  purpose,  as  they  do  in  the  present  age. 

The  Roman  armies  withstood,  for  centuries,  the  furious  onsets  of  their  enemies,  without  using  any 
drink  stronger  than  water,  with  an  occasional  admixture  of  wine  and  vinegar.  If  they  could  perform 
prodigies  of  valor,  and  surmount  obstacles  which  few  moderns  would  dare  to  encounter,  without  spirituous 
liquors,  why  should  they  now  be  deemed  necessary? 

The  enthusiastic  disciples  of  the  Koran  have  desolated  empires,  without  the  use  of  intoxicating 
potations.  Even  the  abstemious  Mahommcdaus  of  the  present  day,  though  inferior  to  tlieir  European 
enemies  in  military  science,  are  yet  quite  their  equals  in'  courage,  and  ability  to  endure  fatigue  and 
privations. 

It  is,  indeed,  generally  admitted  by  experienced  ofScers,  both  of  this  country  and  of  Europe,  that 
water  drinkers  are  not  only  the  most  worthy  of  confidence,  but  the  most  subordinate,  the  most  healthy, 
and  the  most  capable  of  enduring  the  varied  exposures  of  a  military  life.  The  testimony  upon  this  point 
is  strong  and  conclusive. 

As  the  use  of  ardent  spirits,  then,  exercises  so  injurious  an  influence  on  the  health,  morals,  and  dis- 
cipline of  the  navy,  an  advantageous  effort  might  be  made  to  diminish,  at  least,  the  quantity  of  it  which 
is  consumed  by  the  crews  of  our  national  vessels.  I  am  aware  that  to  prohibit  the  use  of  this  article  in 
our  navy  would  be  an  unpopular,  and,  perhaps,  an  impracticable  measure.  It  would  be  one,  indeed,  to 
which  old  sailors  would  not  readily  submit.  It  might  therefore,  be  advisable  to  confide  a  reformation  of 
this  character  to  the  management  of  our  intelligent  commanders.  By  giving  wholesome  advice;  by  sub- 
stituting tea  and  cofi'ee,  or  other  healthful  articles  not  embraced  in  the  ration;  by  giving  those  who 
abstain  from  spirits  the  value  of  it  in  money;  and  by  rewarding  them,  at  the  same  time,  with  marks  of 
confidence,  a  salutary  change  to  more  temperate  habits  might  be  frequently  eflected.  Even  veteran  sailoi  s 
mi""ht  in  some  instances,  be  persuaded  to  relinquish  what  they  at  present  consider  the  most  valuable  part 
of  their  ration. 

It  is  often  proposed  to  substitute,  for  ardent  spirits,  either  vinous  or  malt  liquors,  as  being  less  inju- 
rious. It  should  be  recollected,  however,  tliat  alcohol  is  contained  in  and  is  the  principle  of  all  intoxi- 
cating drinks.     Drunkenness,  by  vs^hatever  cause  produced,  is  both  physically  and  morally  destructive. 

Malt  liquors,  such  as  porter  and  ale,  produce  the  worst  species  of  drunkenness.  In  addition  to  their 
intoxicatinu-  ]ini])crties,  they  contain  certain  noxious  ingredients,  which  are  added  for  the  purpose  of 
aflfonliiiL!,-  liiiiii  a  liittor  and  lively  taste.  To  the  hops,  which  are  slightly  narcotic,  are  frequently  added 
opium,  ciH-ulns  iiidicus,  &c.,  &c.  When  such  potations  are  drunk  to  excess,  the  face  becomes  bloated 
and  stupid,  and,  in  a  majority  of  instances,  drunkards  from  this  cause  die  suddenly  with  apoplexy  or 
palsy.     If  they  escape  these  diseases,  swelled  liver  and  dropsy  terminate  their  career. 

The  effects  of  drinking  malt  liquors  to  excess  are  less  rapidly  injurious  than  those  produced  by 
ardent  spirits;  yet  they  are  more  lasting,  and  less  easily  removed.  The  almost  invariable  effect  of  this 
drink  is  to  render  even  the  most  sprightly  intellects  dull  and  sluggish. 

Those  who  would  preserve  the  health  and  temperate  habits  of  our  youth,  sliouki  withhold  from  them 
every  species  of  intoxicating  liquor.  At  all  events,  they  should  not  bo  allo-wcd  the  daily  habit  of  drink- 
ing. An  occasional  indulgence  to  excess,  in  stimulating  drink,  will,  in  a  majoiity  (if  instances,  excite 
diso-ust.  It  is  only  by  drinking  them  habitually,  and  in  moderate  quantities,  thai  the  stomach  craves 
them,  and  our  desire  for  them  becomes  irresistible.  Though  many  resort  to  inchriatiiiu-  drinks,  with  the 
ill-judged  view  of  alleviating  mental  anguish,  yet  the  number  who  have  been  thus  rendered  drunkards 
is  small,  indeed,  compared  with  those  who  have  contracted  a  fondness  for  them  by  habitual  moderate 
drinking.  Whether  this  destructive  practice  is  commenced  by  the  invitation  of  a  fond  and  unreflecting 
parent,  by  a  desire  in  our  youths  to  imitate  their  seniors  in  what  is  deemed  a  manly  custom,  or  by  virtue 
of  our  existing  naval  laws,  it  frequently  has  a  most  injurious  tendency,  by  the  early  occurence  of  disease, 
unless  checked  by  timely  admonition,  or  by  that  exalted  self-control  wliich  but  too  few  possess. 

It  is  thus  that  the  most  talented  and  generous  youth  of  our  country,  particularly  if  they  possess 
warm  and  jovial  temperaments,  if  not  destroyed  by  intoxicating  drinks,  have,  at  least,  their  minds  so 
stupified,  as  often  to  exhibit,  throughout  the  remainder  of  their  existence,  the  sj^ectacle  of  feeble  and 
unambitious  sluggards. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  THO.  HARRIS. 

Honorable  John  Branch,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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ESTIMATE  OE  DEFICIENCIES  IN  THE  NAVAL  APPROPRIATIONS  OF  1829. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    JANUARY    14,    1830. 

Navy  Department,  December  15,  1829. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  it  is  ascertained  that  the  appropriation  of  1829,  for  the  navy, 
under  tlie  following  heads,  will  not  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  demands  upon  them  for  the  services  of  the 
year,  viz:  Paj-,  &c.,  afloat,  repairs  of  vessels,  contingent  expenses,  pay  of  superintendents,  and  medicines, 
surgical  instruments,  and  hospital  stores,  which  arises  from  the  circumstance  of  sums  having  been  drawn, 
in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  under  these  heads,  from  the  appropriation  of  1829,  to  cover  expenditures 
made  prior  to  the  present  year,  to  wit: 

Pay,  &c.,  afloat : $136,922  61 

Repairs  of  vessels 82,840  88 

Contingent  expenses 30,39169 

Pay  of  superintendents 392  07 

Medicines,  surgical  instruments,  &g ^ 2,206  50 
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In  addition  to  the  first  item  above  mentioned,  there  was  illegally  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  on  the  3d 
day  of  March  last,  the  wniu  nf  S'.t.OOO,  trdni  pay  alioat,  to  purchase  about  60  acres  of  land,  adj"  I'ininu-  F,,rt 
Nelson,  Norfolk,  Vir-inia,  linm  thr  lii.n. 'riK.mas  Newton,  on  account  of  the  Navy  hospital  at  thalphir.- 
and  which  sum  was  imid  ..vrr  tu  .Mr.  Xcwidii,  im  the  same  day,  by  Thomas  Fillebrown,  jr.,  late  scTrdary 
of  the  navy  hos^iiil:',!  liind,  in  whd.sc  luv.ir  the  warrant  was  drawn,  by  order  of  the  late  Secretary  of  the 
Navy.  Keqiiisitiniis  liavc  also  been  issued,  amounting  to  $16,157.10,  upon  the  appropriation  for  the  pay 
and  subsislciuc  uf  ihc  niaiiiK'  cniiis,  to  cover  disbursements  made  prior  to  the  present  year.  It  is 
believed  that  the  api)r<iprial ions  would  liave  been  sufficient  if  these  sums  had  not  been  drawn.  The  ship 
of  the  line  Delaware  is  daily  e.Kpected,  and  when  she  arrives  there  will  not  be  sufficient  means  under  the 
legitimate  control  of  the  Department  to  meet  the  payment  of  her  unavoidable  expenses,  principally  under 
the  head  of  pay  afloat. 

It  is  then -fore  respectfully  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
whether  an  appi'iiniiit ion  should  not  be  made  under  the  several  heads,  and  to  the  amounts   hereinbefore 
mentioned,  ami  tin  I'l'V  place  the  Department  in  a  sittiation  to  meet  the  engagements  of  the  service. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  BRANCH. 

The  Hon.  George  McDuffie,  Chairman  Committee  Ways  and  Means,  House  Bej^resentatives. 
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NAVY  HOSPITAL  FUND,  NAVY  HOSPITAL,  NEAR  NORFOLK,  AND   NAVAL  ASYLUM  AT 
PHILADELPHIA. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  JANUARY  18,    1830. 

Navy  Department,  January  18,  1830. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  the   request  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  addressed  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  we  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  enclosed  report  and  accompanying  documents, 
containing  the  information  therein  called  for. 

We  are,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servants,  JOHN  BRANCH. 

JOHN  H.  EATON. 
S.  D.  INGHAM. 
The  Hon.  Michael  Hoffman,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  IT.  R. 


To  the  chairman  of  thr  Cnmmitte,'  on  Naral  Afairs  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

In  compliance  with  the  rc(piisiti(iiis  contaiiicd  in  voiir  letter,  dated  January  7,  1830,  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  navy  hospital  lini-l  have  the  honor  to  make  the  loljowing  report: 

The  document  maiUed  "(o'lieral  statement."  herewith  tiMMsmitted,  shows  the  amount  of  moneys 
which  appears  by  the  Imnks  in  the  office  to  have  been  in  the  Treasury  to  the  ci-edit  of  the  navy  hospital 
fund,  on  the  1st  day  of.laninuy,  1829;  the  sums  which  have  accrued  thereto,  and  been  received  within 
the  year,  and  the  amennt  eidishursements,  and  for  what  purposes  disbursed  within  the  same  year,  that 
is,  from  the  1st  January  l.i  olst  December,  1829. 

From  tliis  stat( ment  it  appears  that  the  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  January,  1829,  was 
$2,893.12;  thai  the  smn  of  $125,000  was  appropriated  by  Congress,  and  was  passed  to  the  credit  of  the 
fund,  on  tlie  2od  day  of  March,  1829,  and  that  the  sum  of  $19,377.08  has  accrued  to  it,  and  been  received 
within  the  year,  making  an  aggregate  of  receipts  of  8147,270.50. 

From  the  same  statement  it  appears  that  there  has  been  expended  within  the  year,  for  the  asylum 
near  Philadelphia,  the  sum  of  $68,104.11;  for  the  Navy  hospital,  near  Norfolk,  Va.,  $57,197.19;  and  for 
other  purposes,  $1,045.21;  leaving  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  to  the  credit  of  the  fund,  on  the  31st 
December,  1829,  of  $20,823.99. 

Connected  with  "  General  statement "  are  the  papers  marked  A  and  B,  showing  to  whom  these 
sums  have  been  paid,  and  for  what  purposes. 

Accompanying  these  documents  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  marked  C,  addressed  to  Mr.  William  Strickland, 
the  late  architect  ol'  tlie  asylum,  to  the  commissioners  of  navy  hospitals,  giving  inforniatinn  of  tlie  pre- 
sent condition  of  this  establishment,  its  approach  to  completion,  the  debts  now  due  for  materials  and 
work  perf  inned.  and  an  estimate  of  the  sums  which  will  be  necessary  to  finish  the  building,  and  to 
execute  certain  proposed  improvements. 

There  is  also  transndtted,  herewith,  a  letter  marked  D,  from  Mr.  John  Haviland,  the  Navjdiospital 
architect  at  Norfolk,  A'irginia,  describing  the  progress  which  has  been  made  in  the  erection  of  that  edifice 
during  the  year  1829,  its  present  condition,  and  estimates  of  the  sums  which  will  be  necessary  to  finish 
the  building,  &c. 

The  exhausted  state  of  the  finances  of  the  navy  hospital  fund  not  allowing  of  the  further  prosecu- 
tion of  the  works  on  the  two  establishments,  they  were  directed  to  be  discontinued  on  the  4th  December, 
1829. 

Before  the  discharge  of  the  laborers  from  the  service  of  the  asylum,  the  whole  of  the  materials,  im- 
plements, &c.,  belonging  to  the  establishment,  which  were  likely  to  suffer  from  exposure  during  the 
winter,  were  secured  under  sufficient  shelters,  and  the  edifice  itself  has  its  exti/riiir  so  far  eompleted  as 
not  to  be  liable  to  injury  trom  any  such  cause.  The  care  of  the  estuMishment  ilnrin,-;  the  Avinter  has 
been  assigned  to  an  individual  selected  for  his  vigilance  and  fid(.'lily,  who  lesidi's  on  the  prenuses,  and 
the  whole  has  been  placed  under  the  superintendence  of  Commodore  W'm.  Bainbridge,  of  tlie  navy  yard, 
the  late  architect,  Mr.  Strickland,  having  resigned- his  superintendency  after  the  30th  December,  1829. 
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The  protection  of  the  Navy  hospital,  at  Norfolk,  Va.,  has  been  provided  for  with  similar  care;  the 
materials  for  building,  &c.,  have  been  placed  under  shelter,  and  the  exposed  parts  of  the  fabric  so  covered 
as  effectually  to  exclude  external  causes  of  injury.  A  careful  individual  has  been  employed  to  guard  the 
premises,  and  a  general  supervising  power  given  to  the  navy  agent  at  Norfolk,  to  see  that  the  duties  of 
protection,  ventilation,  &c.,  are  properly  performed. 

The  paper  marked  E,  herewith  transmitted,  furnishes  a  statement  of  the  debts  represented  to  be  due 
from  the  fund  for  different  purposes. 

The  paper  marked  H,  presents  the  estimates  of  the  architects  for  the  completion  of  the  buildings, 
and  for  furnishing  them  with  the  necessary  furniture,  &c.  To  which  i«  appended  the  papers  marked  F 
and  K. 

From  the  general  statement  above  referred  to,  it  appears  that  the  income  of  the  navy  hospital 
fund,  for  the  year,  1829,  amounted  to  the  sum  of  $19,371.08.  The  income  of  this  fund  varies  every  year, 
arising  from  the  payments  made  to  officers,  seamen,  and  marines  being  greater  in  some  years  than  in 
others;  and  the  deduction  of  twenty  cents  per  month  from  the  pay  of  each  of  these  being  the  only  pro- 
ductive source  of  income  to  the  fund.  The  amount  stated  as  derived  from  these  deductions,  during  1829, 
may  be  taken  as  a  tolerably  correct  average  of  the  annual  receipts  of  the  fund.  It  is  very  doubtful 
whether  this  amount  will  be  sufficient  to  pay  all  the  expenses  of  the  two  establishments,  after  they  shall 
have  been  fitted  up  with  every  necessary  for  the  accommodation  of  the  persons  intended  to  reside  in 
them.  The  current  expenses  will  arise  from  the  salaries  of  the  different  superintendents,  the  pay  of  the 
domestics,  supplies  of  fuel,  and  provisions  and  stores  for  the  whole  establishment,  surgeon's  compensa- 
tion, chaplain,  &c.,  &c. 

On  this  point,  however,  future  experience  must  be  the  test.  In  the  meanwhile,  little  inconvenience 
can  result  from  placing  reliance  upon  the  present  income  of  the  fund,  for  the  fulfillment  of  these  objects. 

The  act  of  Congress,  of  the  26th  of  February,  1811,  establishing  navy  hospitals,  provides  "that 
when  any  officer,  seaman,  or  marine  shall  be  admitted  into  a  navy  hospital,  such  pension,  during  his 
continuance  therein,  shall  be  paid  to  the  commissioners  of  navy  hospitals,  and  deducted  from  the  account 
of  such  pensioner;"  thus  placing  the  pensioners  on  an  equal  footing,  as  to  the  price  they  may  pay  for 
hospital  accommodation.  The  pensioner  at  twenty  dollars  a  month  gives  his  pension  for  his  board,  &c; 
the  pensioner  at  three  dollars  a  month  does  no  more.  The  effect  of  this  may  probably  be  to  exclude  from 
the  hospital  many  of  the  most  respectable  class  of  pensioners,  and  to  fill  its  apartments  with  those  hav- 
ing less  claim  to  its  benefits. 

The  second  section  of  the  act  referred  to  provides  that  "all  fines,  imposed  on  navy  officers,  seamen, 
and  marines,  shall  be  paid  to  the  commissioners  of  navy  hospitals,"  &c.,  &c. 

Under  this  clause,  several  sums  due  to  deserters,  amounting  to  $1,519^^0^^,  were  directed  by  the  late 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  be  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  navy  hospital  fund. 

It  appears  from  a  letter  of  the  Second  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  addressed  to  the  Fourth  Auditor, 
and  herewith  transmitted,  marked  G,  that  this  interpretation  of  the  law  was  not  held  to  justify  this  trans- 
fer; and  the  sums  thus  passed  to  tlie  credit  of  the  fund  have  been  directed  by  him  to  be  deducted  there- 
from, and  refunded  to  the  pay  of  the  navy,  from  which  they  had  been  drawn.* 

The  act  of  Congress  of  February  26,  1811,  authorizes  and  requires  the  commissioners  of  navy  hos- 
pitals to  procure  sites  for  hospitals;  and,  if  the  necessary  buildings  are  not  procured  with  the  site,  to 
cause  such  to  be  erected,  &c.,  &c. ;  and,  at  one  of  the  establishments,  to  provide  a  permanent  asylum  for 
disabled  and  decrepit  officers,  seamen,  and  marines. 

Under  this  authority,  sites  for  navy  hospitals  were  purchased  at  the  following  places,  viz:  Chelsea, 
near  Boston;  Brooklyn,  near  New  York;  on  the  Schuylkill,  near  Philadelphia;  and  near  Norfolk, 
Virginia. 

The  Navy  hospital  at  Norfolk,  which  has  been  erected  in  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act, 
is  believed  to  have  been  executed  with  great  fidelity  as  to  workmanship,  and  is  calculated  to  afford  every 
desirable  accommodation  to  those  for  whose  benefit  it  has  been  constructed.  On  this  head,  you  are 
respectfully  referred  to  the  report  of  Mr.  Bulfinch,  an  eminent  architect,  herewith  transmitted,  and 
marked  I. 

The  asylum  which  has  been  erected  on  the  Schuylkill,  near  Philadelphia,  was  designed  as  a  place  of 
permanent  abode  for  such  of  the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines  of  the  navy  as  might  need  a  home  on  their 
retirement  from  its  service;  for  those  who  might  be  disabled,  or  who  might,  from  the  advances  of  age 
and  infirmity,  be  incapable  of  performing  those  duties  for  their  country,  which,  in  the  manhood  of  life, 
they  had  most  faithfulljr  discharged. 

This  design  has  been  executed  with  a  liberality  bordering  on  extravagance;  but,  it  will  at  least 
prove,  that  the  nation  is  not  unmindful  of  the  debt  it  owes  to  the  prowess  of  that  class  of  the  defenders 
of  its  rights,  for  whom  this  commodious  and  magnificent  edifice  has  been  prepared. 

The  commissioners  of  the  navy  hospital  and  navy  pension  funds  take  this  occasion  most  respect- 
fully to  suggest  an  amendment  of  the  laws  establishing  these  funds.  They  are  convinced,  from  every 
observation  and  reflection  they  have  been  able  to  bestow  upon  the  subject,  that  the  present  system  is  not 
such  as  is  likely  either  to  promote  the  prosperous  management  of  the  funds,  to  ensure  prompt  and  con- 
venient attention  thereto,  or  to  impose  that  responsibility  for  consequences  which  their  importance 
demands. 

They  therefore  recommend  that  Congress  make  provision,  by  law,  for  the  payment  of  all  moneys 
accruing  to  the  navy  hospital  and  navy  pension  funds  into  the  Treasury,  to  be  paid  out  and  accounted 
for,  in  the  same  manner  as  other  moneys  of  the  United  States,  uuder  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy.  That  the  said  funds  be  placed  uuder  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy;  and  the  act  con- 
stituting the  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments,  commissioners  for  the  manage- 
ment thereof,  be  repealed.  That  provision  be  made  for  an  additional  clerk  in  the  Navy  Department,  to 
have  charge  of  the  disbursement  of  said  funds  for  the  navy  hospitals,  and  for  pensions,  and  the  examina- 
tion of  the  claims  for  relief  from  them;  and  that  the  salary  of  the  said  clerk  be  $1,600  per  aniium. 

All  of  which  is  respectfullv  submitted. 

By  order  of  the  commissioners.  RICHARD  H.  BRADFORD, 

January  16,  1830.  .  Secretary  Navy  Hoqntal  Fund. 

•  This  statement  is  given  to  explain  tlie  item  on  this  subject,  in  the  estimates  of  debts  due  from  the  fund. 
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General  statement  of  the  amount  of  moneys  received  and  disbuised  by  the  navy  hospital  fund,  during  the 
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Statement  showing  the  amount  of  disbursements  by  the  navy  hospital  fund,  for  the  construction  of  the  Navy 
hospital,  near  Noifolk,  daring  the  year  1829. 
1829. 

March 31.     To  John  TTaviland   , $10, 000  00 

June    20.     To  Jamrs  lIu.M^i-    ;p'-.nt 10,000  00 

July    27.     To  JauMs  i;,..!,!,,-.  aumt 4,000  00 

Aug.      6.     ToM.  ('M-kr.  I, I   plaiik  and  tiiuhcr,  &c 1,311   99 

Aug.    10      To  G.  (',  W  lir..|,.i-,  to  pay  workmen,  &c 2,034  63 

Aug.    12.     To  James  Uudd.r.  a-.-nt 2,000  00 

Aug.    15.     ToT.  Tows,,,,,  r,,r  stone 3,749  54 

Aug.    18.     To  Jam.  s  Kudd.r,  a^vnt 500  00 

Aug.    22.     To  JauM's  K'.i.l.l.r,  a -vnt 1,676  12 

Sept.      1.     To  Jam. 's  Kii.I.I.t,  a-.^nt 2,753  57 

Sept.      3.     To  William  WClls,  assistant  architect 500  00 

Sept.   11.     To  John  Tunis,  for  lime  and  plank,  &c 2, 710  69 

Sept.  28.     To  James  Ftudder,  agent 3,000  00 

Sept.  28.     To  J,  Phillips,  for  paving  bricks 143  60 

Oct.      5.     ToD.  II.  Mill.T,  f.,1  -lass,  &.■ 338  00 

Oct.       5.     To  Ge..r-.'  I).  W.'iiiorni.  ma i. -rial,  lor  lios|,ital 459  83 

Oct.        5.      To  Ge......  IJaiiis,,,,,   ,,r   riiiia.l.-lphia,   lor  pamt 40    00 

Oct.     20.     To  William  Ih.lm.'s,  lor  plasuiiii-  an.l  slatin- 545   00 

Nov.      3.     To  Nash  Legrand,  agent T 2, 000  00 

Nov.      4.     To  Francis  Harlej^,  for  copper o90  35    . 

Nov.    16.     To  Nash  Legrand,  agent 3, 060  38 

Nov.    16.     To  James  Rudder,  for  his  salary  as  special  agent 682  42 

Nov.    16.     To  McKim  &  Sons,  for  copper 87  61 

Nov.    30.     To  Nash  Legrand,  agent 2, 700  00 

Dec.     18.     To  Bulfinch,  special  architect 150  00 

Dec.     24.     To  Smith  &  McGreedy,  for  building  stone 912  12 

Dec.    26.     To  Nash  Legrand,  agent 1 , 256  34 

Total  amount  of  disbursements §57 ,197   19 


•  The  remainder  of  this  warrant  is  charged  to  Dr.  Harris,  for  his 
among  the  charges  against  that  establishment.     See  statement  B. 
t  This  sum  was  drawn  by  Mr.  Fillebrown,  but  it  does  not  appear 


one  of  the  superintender 
13  disposed  of. 


s  of  the  asylum,  and  is  i 
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Statement  shoiving  the   amount  of   diffbursemenfs  hij  the  narij  hospital    fund,   for  the  construction  of  the 
Navy  asylum,  near  Philadelphia,  during  the  year  1829. 

1829. 

Feb.     10.  To  Doctor  Harris,  salary  as  superintendent $1 ,000  00 

March  31.  To  Wm.  Strickland,  agent  and  architect 10, 000  00 

Jnne    20.  To  Wni.  Strickland,  agent  and  architect 10,000  00 

July     30.  To  Edmund  Brown,  for  settling  Strickland's  accounts 104  11 

Aug.     18.  To  Wm.   Strickland 25,000  00 

Sept.      3.  To  ^Vm.  Strickland 17 ,  000  00 

Nov       9.  To  Wni.  Strickland 5,000  00 

Total  amount  of  disbursements $68, 104   11 


Copy  of  a  communication  from  William  StricUand,  Esq.,  to  the  commissioners  of  the  nary  hospital  fund. 

Philadelphia,  December  1,  1829. 

GENTLEiiEN:  Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  for  your  consideration,  a  report 
of  the  progress  made  in  the  building  of  the  United  States  Naval  asjdum,  at  Philadelphia,  together  with 
an  estimate  of  the  whole  amount  of  funds  necessary  to  its  final  completion.  The  building  is  situated  on 
the  river  Schuylkill,  a  short  distance  below  the  junction  of  South  street  with  Gray's  Fi  rry  road.  It  is  885 
feet  in  front;  including  a  centre  building  142  feet,  by  135  feet  in  depth,  which  is  embellished  with  a 
marble  portico  of  eight  Ionic  columns,  three  feet  each  in  diameter. 

The  wings  consist  of  a  granite  basement,  supporting  a  marble  superstructure,  three  stories  in  height, 
with  piazzas  or  verandas  on  each  story  of  the  front  and  rear,  raised  on  eighty-eight  cast  iron  columns, 
resting  upon  granite  piers.  The  interior  of  the  building  is  vaulted  throughout,  and  is  in  every  respect 
completely  fireproof.  The  I'oof  of  the  centre  is  covered  with  copper,  and  that  of  the  wings  with  slate. 
The  dormitories  on  the  flanks  of  the  centre  building  contain  180  rooms;  all  of  which  are  well  lighted  and 
ventilated,  and  are  calculated  for  the  reception  and  accommodation  of  about  400  men.  The  extremities 
of  the  wings  contain  a  hall,  workshop,  operating  room,  and  oiSces;  all  of  which  have  a  communication 
with  the  piazzas,  on  the  outside,  and  the  passages  from  the  centre  of  the  building.  The  basement  story  of 
tiie  centre  building  contains  a  dining  room,  113  feet  in  length;  together  with  a  kitchen,  wash  house,  laundry, 
pantries,  store  room,  office,  and  wanning  apparatus.  This  story  has  an  immediate  communication  with 
the  principal  and  third  stories,  by  a  flight  of  marble  steps,  leading  to  the  portico  on  the  outside;  and  by 
a  double  flight  of  stejis,  nf  the  same  niatciial,  frum  ilic  hall  on  the  inside  of  the  building.  The  principal 
story  of  the  centre  ImiMiii'j,-  cuntaiiis,  in  Iniiii,  ci-lii  pailnis,  intended  for  officers'  quarters;  and  a  chapel 
in  the  rear,  fifty-six  feet  sijuart',  wliich  nceivt^s  its  light  from  a  lantern  in  the  dome,  and  has  a  direct 
communication  with  the  passages  in  the  centre,  and  the  piazzas  on  the  outside  of  the  building.  The 
surgeon's  apartment,  infirmaries,  apothecary's  rooms,  bath  rooms,  and  closets,  are  adjacent  to  the  chapel 
and  main  interior  passage.  The  attic,  or  third  story  of  the  centre  building,  includes  chambers  for  the 
oiBcers  and  governor,  or  manager,  of  the  institution;  apartments  for  the  insane,  bath  rooms,  closets, 
&c.,  &c. 

The  whole  of  the  interior  of  the  building  will  be  finished  in  about  three  weeks  from  this  date.  The 
carpenters  have  but  a  few  doors  and  sashes  to  hang.  The  plasterers  will  complete  the  plastering  in  the 
course  of  next  week;  and  the  painters  have  but  the  finishing  coat  to  put  on.  The  whole  of  the  marble 
work  of  the  building  and  portii  >,  wh\i  ilic  exception  of  a  small  part  of  the  raking  cornice  and  tympanum 
of  the  pediment,  and  of  the  lliglit  nf  steps  in  front,  leading  to  the  portico,  is  finished.  These  parts  of 
the  W(^rk  would  have  he(>n  eninpleted  at  this  day,  but  that  I  have  been  unable  to  procure  in  season,  from 
the  quarries,  siieh  blocks  el'  st^iie  as  are  necessary  to  their  completion.  Under  these  circumstances,  I 
have,  liuwi'ver,  deemeil  it  exiMMlicut  to  close,  in  a  few  days  from  this  time,  the  operations  of  the  marble 
masims,  until  tlie  ensuing  spring.  The  work  which  will  remain  to  be  done,  after  the  end  of  this  month, 
will  11. 't  reqniie  ef  me  that  kind  and  degree  of  attention  which  I  have  heretofore  devoted  to  it,  and  I  shall, 
thcret'eie,  with  yeur  permission,  consider  the  arrangement  for  my  salary  as  closing  with  the  present  year. 
The  magnitude  nf  the  work,  and  the  substantial  character  of  the  materials  which  have  been  employed  in 
constructing  the  Naval  asylum,  will  of  course  be  recollected,  when  the  amount  of  expenditure  and  the 
propriety  nf  its  application  shall  be  made  the  subject  of  consideration.  Every  attention  has  been  paid  to 
ecoiieniy,  in  tlie  dishursement  of  the  public  funds,  from  the  earliest  commencement  of  the  work  to  the 
present  day.  '\'\iv  contracts  which  were  made  by  myself,  at  the  laying  of  the  corner  stone  of  this  edifice, 
for  marble,  liricl<s,  lime,  &c.,  were,  at  the  time,  and  still  remain,  considerably  below  the  market  price  of 
these  ariicles;  the  work  throughout  has  been  done  with  the  greatest  fidelity  and  at  moderate  pi-ices;  and, 
in  fact,  I  am  not  aware  that,  in  this  country  or  in  Europe,  the  same  quantity  of  labor  and  materials  has  been 
procured,  either  for  the  government  or  individuals,  by  the  expenditure  of  so  small  an  amount  of  money. 

The  actual  expenditure  on  account  of  the  building  is,  at  this  date $198,000  00 

The  amount  due  on  the  building  may  be  estimated  as  follows: 

For  marble $4,500  00 

Marble  masons  and  laborers'  wages 2 ,  500  00 

Bricks 500  00 

Lime  and  sand 1 ,  500  00 

Painting  and  glazing 900  00 
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Carpenters'  work 4,3   ^^^  ^^ 

Lumber  .  *  _■>  _ 


Plasterers'  wages  and  materials 'i^yy   „q 

Ironmongery  and  blacksmiths'  work ' ' '_ ".^q  „„ 

250  00 


Nails  and  screws  . 


Sal'^i-it's 1 ,500  00 

$17,500  00 
The  amount  required  to  complete  the  building  is  as  follows: 

For  marble,  now  contracted  for,  and  wormanship  of  the  pediment  and  steps  of  the  portico.  .  $5   500  00 

Marble  mantels  tiii-nu,n-hiiut  tiic  buihlin--,  cimtracted  for,  and  part  executed '. '.  ""    'soO  00 

Iron  railin.L;-  in  IVi.iit  ..I'  jiia/.zas,  coiiti-actnl  Idi-,  and  part  executed 4,500  00 

Plumbers'  wt.ik  in  littin--  up  hatiis,  water  clnsris,  contracted  for,  and  part  executed 5*500  00 

Fencing  round  the  premises    ...    g'oOO  q^ 

Regulating  ground  and  planting  trees j    500  00 

The  introduction  of  the  Schuylkill  water  into  the  building,  including  annual  rent (j'500  00 

$27,300  00 

Making  as  the  total  cost  of  the  building  and  appurtenances,  when  complete,  about $242,000  00 

Respectfully  submitted,  by  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  STRICKLAND. 
The  Hon.  Johx  Br.\xch,  John^  H.  Eaton,  Sam.  D.  Ixgraham, 

Commistiioners  of  Namj  Hoispital  Fund,  Washington. 

A  general  description  of  the  United  States  hospital,  erected  at  Fort  Nelson,  near  Norfolk,  Virginia,  under  the 
direction  of  John  Haviland,  architect. 

This  building  is  constructed  of  granite  and  freestone,  three  stories  high,  on  a  basement  of  twelve 
feet.  Its  form  is  that  of  a  hollow  square,  one  hundred  and  seventy-two  feet  on  its  principal  front,  by  one 
hundnM]  and  ninrty-two  Iret  in  dcjith;  its  .-ntrance  iaead."  faces  the  northeast  and  Norfolk,'  and  ia 
emlicliishc(l  will]  a  bold  Doric  ).oiii,-o  of  (,.|i  colniinis,  accossihl,.  by  twenty  steps  that  stretch  ninety-two 
feet,  the  whole  len-th  of  the  poitieo.  The  whole  of  this  Iront  is  linislied  of  chisel-dressed  Virginia  free- 
stone; all  other  external  siirfaees  of  tliis  ediliee  are  linislied  with  haiiiiiier-dressed  ..-ranite  Tlie  ciMitre 
part  of  the  two  lon-iludinal  oi-  side  el,. rations  reeed,.  ei-lit  feet,  leaviii-  a  forty  leet  win-  at  earh 
extreme.  The  recess  tlm^  formed  is  filled  np  wilh  a  pia/.z.a  floor,  post  and  railin--'to  each  s^ory.  from 
which  every  room  has  access;  the  windows  being  linislied  down  to  each  lloor,  combine  the  property  of 
doors.  Similar  piazzas  are  carried  round  the  interior  of  the  hollow  square.  In  the  rear  front  is  disposed 
the  baths,  water  closets,  and  reservoir,  insulated  from  the  main  building,  but  accessible  under  cover  in 
each  story  by  means  of  the  piazzas. 

The  wli:,le  of  the  building  is  made  fireproof  with  arched  ceilings  of  brickwork,  witli  the  exception 
of  thetwo„p,„.r  tloors  of  il,..  principal  iVoni,  ;n,d  finished  in  every  otli,.r  respcd  in  the  most  solid, 
substantial  and  a|iproved  manner,  willi  llie  West  malerials  of  their  several  kinds,  and  at  the  same  time 
with  the  most  simple  and  economical  style  of  fmish.  'fhe  roofs  are  .'overed  wit  h  Welsh  slate;  the  portico, 
gutters,  an.l  .■ondnctors,  of  copper.  It  will  be  s,m.|i  that  the  front  roimis  of  the  whole  building  are  of  the 
most  apjiroved  ilimeiisions.  i'articular  atteiilion  has  been  paid  to  the  very  important  properties  of  venti- 
lation, warming,  siiperinlendeiice  ami  classilication  of  the  dilferent  wards,  and  the  necessary  conveniences 
required  to  ea,-li  department.  Four  fireproof  stairways,  »ii..  at  each  ai,-le  ,,f  the  plan,  afford,  with  the 
assistance  (,r  the  piazzas,  pri\  ate  and  easy  access  to  each  r.iom.  'flie  culinary  depart  ment  is  located  in 
the  arched  baseni<ait  of  the  trout,  nearest  the  apartment  of  the  siiperint.uident,  with  the  bakery  and  laundry 

adjoining.     The    fuel,  store  r is,  larder,  and  dairy  occupy  the   rooms  formed  by  the  foundation  of  the 

portico,  contigucms  to  the  kitchen,  wash  house,  &c.,  &c. 

The  water  power  for  baths,  chisels,  culinary,  laundry,  and  chemical  purposes,  are  at  convenient 
command  from  the  elevate<l  position  of  the  reservoir,  fed  from  the  roofs  and  wells  adjoining;  every  other 
desired  propiaiy  of  this  iustiiiition  promises  to  lie  efl'ected  in  the  plan  before  you.  'This  edifice  is  calcu- 
lateil  to  a<-commodate  from  three  to  live  liiindre,!  beds  lor  sick,  besides  sufficient  rooms  for  the  superin- 
tendents, iloctois,  nurses,  doiui'st  ics,  and  till'  piililic  olllcers  liehinging  to  them.  Various  other  features 
will  be  pcrcei\  ed,  and  the  merits  of  the  plan  better  nnderstoud,  by  referring  to  the  accompanying  drawings, 
which  are  respectfully  made  for  the  use  of  the  honorable  commissioners  of  the  navy  hospital  fund,  by 
their  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

JOHN  HAVILAND,  Architect. 


November  30,    1829. 
To  the  honorable  board  of  commissioners  of  the  U.  S.  hospital  fund: 

Gentlemen:  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  have  inspected  the  present  state  of  the  hospital  now 
erecting  at  this  place  under  my  direction;  taken  an  account  of  the  materials  and  property  on  hand; 
measured  and  valued  the  work  necessary  to  be  done  to  complete  the  building  ready  for  occupancy;  and 
calculated  the  cost  of  the  different  kinds  of  materials  required  to  effect  its  completion  accordin,g  to  its 
original  design,  and  the  accompanying  drawings  and  descriptions,  and  respectfully  report  as  follows: 
The  entire  building  is  covered  in  and  slated;  the  gutters  thereon  finished,  and  the  water  conductors 
completed;  the  principal  part  of  them  fixed  in  their  respective  places;  the  remainder  will  be  stationed  as 
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soon  as  the  piazzas  are  up,  which,  it  is  e.xpected,  will  be  ready  for  them  in  four  weeks;  all  the  water  that 
falls  (III  till'  roof  will  then  be  conducted  into  one  spacious  reservoir,  and  the  surplus  into  culverts,  which 
it  is  desirable  to  effect  before  the  winter  rains  and  snow  fall;  in  every  other  respect  we  are  entirely 
l)iTparcil  i(ir  the  winter. 

(iuttci-s  have  been  formed  all  around  the  buildin,s:,  and  barreled  brick  drains  constructed  to  carry 
oil'  the  rain  and  waste  waters  into  the  river,  which  otlierwise  wonld  seiimisly  injure  the  building. 

All  the  external  liodis  and  windows  have  been  glazed  and  |ilaiei!  in  their  respective  situations;  the 
ground  round  the  fnuiidations  of  the  walls  raised,  and  other  pree'autions  made  to  guard  against  the 
weatlier  of  the  approaching  winter.  The  south  and  north  wings  are  nearly  completed,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  four  stairways;  the  north  entirely  so,  with  its  piazzas  and  basement,  and  its  doors,  sashes, 
and  shutters  hung. 

We  have  at  present,  in  our  employ,  the  following  mechanics,  to  wit: 

Average  per  month. 

One  superintendent,  at $150  00 

One  master  mason  and  stone  cutter 78  00 

One  master  carpenter 78  00 

Eleven  journeymen  masons 520  00 

Four  journeymen  stone  cutters 208  00 

Twenty  journeymen  carpenters 750  00 

Three  blacksmiths 117  00 

Four  painters 156  00 

One  carter 30  00 

One  mortar  nniker  and  waterman 37  50 

Two  horses 26  00 

Two  caulkers  and  ri-'-ers 71   50 

Thirty  laborers ' .'.■ 500  00 

Monthly  cost  of  labor $2, 722  00 

Several  of  the  above  woi'kmen  will  finish  their  part  of  the  work  by  the  first  of  January  next:  and  I 
calculate  to  employ  the  remaining  workmen,  in  their  several  branches,  to  complete  the  hospital,  in  every 
resj^ect,  (including  the  portico)  ready  for  occupancy,  until  the  first  day  of  July  next,  at  a  further  cost  of 
thirty-one  thousand  dollars,  reckoning  from  the  present  time. 

Recapitulation  of  the  e  timate  of  yjoorhnanship  and  superintendence. 

Superintendent's  salary $1,050  00 

Master  mason  and  stone  cutters 546  00 

Master  carpenter 546  00 

Five  masons 1 ,  750  00 

Four  stone  cutters 1 ,  450  00 

Twenty  carpenters ^ 5 ,  250  00 

Three  blacksmiths 819  00 

Four  painters 1 ,  u92  00 

One  carter 210  00 

One  watchman.  &c 262  00 

Two  riggers  and  scaiibld  makers,  &c 280  00 

Thirty  laborers,  levelmg  and  attending  upon  the  workmen 3,500  00 


$16,761  00 

Estimates  of  materials,  as  follows: 

Two  hundred  barrels  of  lime $250  00 

Six  thousand  feet  of  flagstone 900  00 

Six  mantels  for  best  rooms 250  00 

Twelve  water  closets 1 ,  500  00 

Lumber 2,000  00 

Paving  and  other  bricks 500  00 

Building  stone,  bespoke 300  00 

Freestone 3,000  00 

Granite  for  steps  of  portico 1 ,  000  00 

Scaifolding  and  tackle  to  raise  portico 139  00 

Caulking  and  cotton  of  piazza,  &c 200  00 

Coppersmith's  work,  done  and  unfinished 700  00 

Ironmongery,  nails,  screws,  spikes,  &c 300  00 

Wrought  iron 200  00 

Cast  iron,  columns  of  piazza 500  00 

Paint  stuffs 300  00 

Covering  and  lining  of  reservoir 100  00 

Slating  near  piazza,  including  slate 100  00 

Plastering 1 ,  500  00 

Copper  boilers,  grates,  and  plumbery 500  00 

Cost  of  materials $14,239  00 
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Edimale  of  ivorkmanship  and  superintendents. 

Salaries.  .    $10,T61   00 

liStimate  ot  rnatenal.s 24   239  00 

Total  amount $31,000  00 

I  beg'  leave  to  add  tliat  it  is  ],ractirablo  t.)  finis],  tlic  lins|.ita]  witiiin  three  mouths  after  the  materials 
are  delivered,  and  all  th.'  matcruils  ivquiivd  can  be  .d)t:iincd  l.y  the  first  day  of  January  next,  if  pLit  in  a 
proper  cliauiirl,  and  \\u-  wcadicr  p.TinHs;  laif  ihis  rxiicditi.'ii  would  be  attended  witli  ii  thuusaud  dollars 
additional  est.  h-ss  thr  salaru's  uflhivr  iiMiiillis  tn  the  (.lliccrs. 

Kespecindiy,  goutlenieii,  your  obedient,  liuiuble  servant, 

JOHN  HAYILAND,  Architect 
U.  S.  N.  Hospital,  Norfoa-,  Va. 


Statement  of  delits  and  claims  against  the  nary  Jiospitatfitnd. 

Amount  estimated  tn  lie  due  fir  materials,  &c.,  for  the  Navy  hospital  at  Norfolk $250  00 

Amount  repnrted  by  Mr.  .'-^iri(ddaiiil  tn  be  due  for  materials  and  labor  for  the  Navy  hospital 

near  l'hib.del,,|,ia 1,150  00 

Amount  .stated  to  1 rnineoiisly  deducted  from  pay  of  the  navy,  and  carried  to  the  credit 

of  the  hospital  fund i   519  22 

If  this  amount , $19  2(i9  22 

Be  deducted  from  the  balance  in  the  treasury  December  31,  1829 20,823  99 

It  will  leave  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  navy  hospital  fund  of $1 ,554  77 


Extract  cf  a  letter  from  Mr.  John  Haviland,  Navy  hospital  architect,  Norfolk,  Va 

Philadelphia,  January  8,  1830. 
Sir:  In  answer  to  yours  of  the   tliird   inst.,  I  beii-  leave  to  inform  you  that  I  received  yom-  communi- 
catieii  of  th<'  nintli  of  IVreinber,  1S20,  an<l  replied   b'.  it  very  lully  the  llav  after  I  reeeived'it,  and  spared 

no  pains  or  l.i •  in  obtainin-  lioni  tlie  best  sonives  sn-di  inlormat ion,  in  ndation  to  the  subject,  as  enabled 

me  to  foini  a  veiv  eoi  reet  estimate  of  tlie  InrnitMre  and  other  arti(  les  neeessarv  to  caiiv  tiie  hospital  into 
operation.     By  referring  to  my  diary,  I  find  the  substance  of  my  report  nearly  as  follows: 

December  11,  1829. 

The  estimate  for  furnishing  the  kitchen,  wasli  room,  scullery,  laundry,  bake  room,  dispensary,  nurse- 
ries, <diand)ers,  linin--  looms,  stoiv  rooms,  and  ..tli.'r  ofliee.s  eon't.ained  in'tlie  north  wing  of  the  hospital, 
inclndinu-  all  kinds  of  enlinai  v  uKnsils,  bardwar,',  .aoekerv,  lamps,  sfov.s,  III, .;n,  bedsteads,  beds,  bedding, 
chairs,  tabl.^s,   bakin-,  wa-liing,  an<l  ironing  implements,  shelvii,g,  \,'.,  aiiionnts  to  $1,500. 

The  additional  liirniiniv  i.M|iiired  lor  mc/t  patient,  such  as  an  iron  bedstead,  bed,  bedding,  small 
table,  easy  .diair.  and  ,.tlier  appendages,  $50. 

In  addition  to  tlie  oHiees.  el i.imbers,  and  other  rooms  employed  by  the  superintendents,  doctor,  and 
domesties,  this  sect  ion  of  the  building  contains  rooms  for  the  accommodation  of  the  following  number  of  sick. 

Lunatic  ivard,  basement,  No.  1. 

Beds. 

Si.x  rooms,  10  by  12  feet,  containing 6 

Acute  ward,  \st  floor.  No.  2. 

Room  A,  28  by  83  feet,  containing 20 

Ptoom  B,  35  by  35  feet,  containing 12 

Chronic  ward,  2d  floor,  No.  3. 

Room  C,  28  by  83  feet,  containing 20 

Ro(  im  D,  35  by  35  feet,  containing 12 

Contagious  ivard,  ^d  floor,  No.  4. 

Room  E,  28  by  83  feet,  containing 20 

Room  F,  35  by  35  feet,  containing 12 

*Total  number  of  beds  in  this  wing 102 
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The  north  wing  of  the  hospital  is  so  near  its  completion  that  it  can  be  entirely  finished  for  occupancy 
in  three  weeks  after  we  receive  the  material  for  the  stairways,  which  ai-e  the  principal  unfinished  feature 
in  this  section  of  the  building,  which  was  kept  back  for  want  of  flag  stone. 

The  ovens  and  coppers  of  the  bake  room  are  completed,  and  the  coppers  for  the  culinary,  baths  and 
laundry  purposes,  finished  ready  for  setting. 

The  piazza  on  the  north  side  of  this  section  is  entirely  finished,  and  the  one  on  the  south  side 
nearly  so. 

A  portion  of  the  ground  contiguous  to  this  wing  can  readily  be  portioned  off  with  a  temporary  high 
fence,  formed  with  the  old  scaffold  boards,  being  entirely  discoiniected  with  the  unfinished  part  of  tlie 
building. 

If  it  is  desired  to  occupy  this  wing,  it  would  be  indispensably  necessary  to  finish  the  two  flights  of 
stairways,  with  the  six  water  closets  and  baths  belonging  to  it;  this  would  effect  a  permanent  comple- 
tion, and  make  this  section  of  the  i  uilding  a  perfect  hospital  in  itself,  at  a  cost  of  ten  thousand  dollars, 
including  the  furniture,  &c.,  &c.,  as  follows: 

General  furniture,  &c $1 ,  500 

Furniture,  &c.,  for  102  sick,  at  $50  each 5, 100 

Required  to  finish  the  stairs,  water  closets,  baths,  &c 3,400 

$10,000 

I  do  not  ap]>rc]iend  any  difTiciiltirs  that  might  arise  to  the  completion  of  the  building  in  the  spring, 
from  occupyin.L;-  tliis  |Miitiiin  ol'  tli<'  Imspital,  excepting  the  noise  occasioned  by  mechanical  operations, 
and,  in  case  of  ;iny  niiita-ions  diseases  being  located  there,  might  prevent  the  mechanics  from  working 
under  the  same  roof;  otherwise,  the  huspital  is  in  a  fit  state  for  invalids  to  reside  in;  the  walls,  plastering, 
and  paint,  having  had  sufficient  time  to  dry  since  its  completion,  assisted  by  a  powerful  furnace,  which  I 
have  erected  and  caused  to  be  kept  in  force  during  the  present  winter.  It  is  capable  of  being  made 
very  private  at  a  small  expense,  which,  with  strict  discipline,  interference  with  each  other  can  be  easily 
prevented. 

I  left  the  works  at  Norfolk  well  protected  and  watched  by  Mr.  Thomas,  our  late  master  mason,  a 
very  trustworthy  and  respectable  person,  with  whom  I  took  an  inventory  of  all  the  materials  and  other 
property  belonging  to  the  hospital,  and  sent  a  copy  to  Mr.  Legrand.  Mr.  Thomas  agreed  to  the  responsi- 
bility and  care  of  the  building,  during  the  winter,  without  any  other  compensation  than  the  use  of  the 
house  on  the  premises,  lately  occupied  by  Mr.  Wheeler. 


G. 

Treasury  Department,  Second  ComptroUef  a  Office,  August  12,  1829. 

Sir:  In  the  account  of  Robert  Pottinger,  as  purser  of  the  United  States  ship  Hornet,  for  disburse- 
ments in  1828,  which  has  been  examined  and  revised  in  this  office,  it  is  remarked  that  the  sums  due  to 
the  deserters  from  said  ship,  amounting  to  $446.64,  is  carried  to  the  fund  for  navy  hospitals,  and  taken 
from  the  pay  appropriations. 

From  a  carerul  iiispertion  of  the  laws,  I  am  of  opinion  that  such  an  application  of  the  funds  appro- 
priated lor  the  ■'  i>ay  nf  the  navy"  is  not  authorized. 

The  principle  is  iiiiiinrtant;  and  in  order  to  justify  the  accounting  officers  in  thus  transferring  moneys 
appropriated  by  Congress  for  a  specific  purpose,  and  applying  them  to  another  and  a  different  purpose, 
the  most  unequivocal  legal  authority  should  appear. 

The  amount,  therefore,  in  this  case,  is  restored  to  the  pay  appropriations  whence  taken,  and  the 
Fourtii  Auditor  is  requested,  until  otherwise  directed  by  this  office,  to  observe  the  same  principle  in  the 
future  settlement  of  navy  account. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ISAAC  HILL. 

Amos  Kendall,  Esq,  Fourth  Auditor. 


H. 

Estimate  of  the  sums  which  will  be  required  to  finish  the  Navy  asyhnn  at  Philadelphia,  and  the  Navy  hospi- 
tal, near  Norfolk,  Va.,  and  for  furnishing  the  buildings  with  the  necessary  apjparatus  and  fixtures  for  the 
reception  of  invalids  and  the  officers  of  the  establishment,  &c.,  &c. 

To  complete  the  Navy  hospital  at  Norfolk,  (see  paper  D) $31 , 000  00 

To  various  fixtures  and  articles  of  furniture,  (see  paper  F) ]  ,500  00 

To  various  fixtures  for  invalids,  (see  paper  F)     5, 100  00 

To  complete  the  asylum  near  Philadelphia,  (see  paper  C)   21,300  00 

To  expenses  of  fitting  up  the  asylum,  estimating  it  at  the  same  rate  as  for  the  Navy  hospital 

at  Norfolk 6, 600  00 

To  furniture  required  for  the  apartments  of  the  officers  and  domestics  of  the  two  establish- 
ments, (see  paper  marked  K)   5, 200  00 

$76,700  00 

Making  an  aggregate  sum,  to  be  provided  for  the  completion  of  the  asylum  and  hospital,  of  seventy- 
six  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars,  including  the  necessary  furniture,  «&c.,  for  the  officers  and  domestics 
of  the  two  establishments. 
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ChnrJ,:'<  Iliiljiiu-h,  E^q.,  to  the  cnmmis^iourr.-^  of  the  navy  hospital  fund. 

The  subscriber,  liaviiiu- I ,,  .lirortcd  by  tlic  hunorablc   cnnmiissioners  of  the  navv  hospital  fniul  to 

proceed  to  Norfolk  t,.r  xW  i.nrj.o.s..  ut  inspecting-  the  actual  situation  of  the  Navy  hospital  at  that  station, 
begs  leave  to  rrpoit  that  W  proceeded,  as  directed,  to  lulhll  the  instructions  which  he  had  received  and 
presents  thi^  lnllowiiiL;'  rosult:  ' 

The  Naval  hospital  at  Portsmouth,  in  Virp;inia,  is  located  on  the  sonth  branch  of  Elizabeth  rivpr 
which  forms  th.'l.arl.o,-,, rXorfolk  and  Portsmonth,  and  above  which  is  the  r„i|,.d  Stat. 's  do,.k  v.rd  of 
Gosport.  Tla.  hospital  ,s  siluatod  i„  a  dry  and  airy  posili,,,,.  and  is  tho  firs,  .,l,|..,-,  ,|,a,  nu-Ms  tlje  4w 
on  the  right,  at  out,.,,,,,;  tl,o  v,yo,-  l,-o„,  Ila„>p,o„  Ko.ds.  It  ,s  a  la,-,;..  a„.l  i,„pos,n,  ,„a.s  of  hnihlmg;  Z 
E?™"""      "  ''    ahont  sixty  aci-es,  and  g,.„erally   cov.^vd    with    a    gn,wth    of   yonngand 

The  building  is  one  hundred  and  seventy-ti  -e  feet  front  by  thirty-two  feet  deep,  with  two  wings 
extending  back  at  right  angles  of  one  hundred  and  forty-four  feet  by  fortv,  and  forinino- an  open  court 
within  The  tV.mt  is  of  freeston.^  and  will  show  an  advanced  portico  of '  ten  „,assiv. '"Poric  columns, 
exten.bng  n,n,.ty-lo„r  t.^.f  i„  th,-  r.utu-.  ,s,a,„].„,;  ,,1  tho   h,.i,-ht   ..f  the    l.-v.^l    .-t   tl,,.    so,-o„,l   st,,rv      The 

stones  abov..  will  1,..  ,l..vo|,.l  to  ,|,o  oll,o..,-s  ,,|  ,„o  .^s,  aM,sh„„.i,t.  Th..  r.M;,.,l,ng  wings  aiv  built  ..f  square 
granite,  hnif  sto,i,.s  ii,  h.ight,  v/ith  pia/.zas  to  ,.a,h  sio,y,  to  be  Supported  by  slender  iron  pillars,  both  on 
the  .Mitsi.l..  ami  11,  tl,i.  CO, lit.  All  the  .loor  aial  \v,,,ilow  st.,.,ls  are  of  cast  iron.  These  wings  are  appro- 
priatiM  tr>  sailo,.;,  ami  app.sir  t.)  b..  j,i,lieioiisly  .livide.l  and  arranged  for  convenience  and  ventilation. 
All  th,' stoiics  of  tl,.' wiii,-s  ami  th.'  haseiii.'iit  si., ryot  the  front  are  made  fireproof,  and  vaulted  with 
brick  a,vh,'s:  th.'  |,,ii,,'i|,al  stori.'s  ..fth,'  l,o,,t  a,-,'  linished  with  timber  floors.  Arrangements  are  made 
for  six  stair,'as,'s  of  st,  a,.',  in  ,',.nv.'i,i,'„t  p,  ,siti.  ms. 

Th,'  ro,i,i,h,ii  1,  walU  ai-,'  lom-  fo.t  thi,k  t.,  tl,,'  surface;  the  walls  of  the  basement  are  ten  feet  six 
inch,'s  hi-h  ami  ihiv,'  \;,-\  thick;  tl„'  walls  ,if  the  j.riii.'ipal  st.,ry  ar,'  twelve  feet  two  inches  high  and 
four  ro.'i  ihi,'k;  ih.'  walls  ottl,,'  ihii.l  sto,'y  aiv  .'i.'v, •,,  lo,',  tw,.  i,„'h,'s  hi-h;  the  walls  of  the  fourth  story 
are  .l.'v,',!  lo.'i  ou,'  imi,  hi,l,   aii.l  .'ighi  h-.'t  tlii.'k ;   t  h,'  insi,!,' walls  a,  .■  ,.,!.■  foot  eight  inches  in  thickness 

The  work  apiiears  t.i  1...  suhstai,!  ially  ai,.l  well  executed,  the  walls  straiglit  an.l  pbiiiib,  the  arches 
well  designed  and  correctly  tun,,', 1.  The  wl,,,l.'  Imilding  is  covered  with  a  roof,  ami  slat, '. 1,  cxeept  the 
portion  of  the  front  to  which  th.'  porti.'o  will  l,,'  attached.  The  whole  of  the  south  wing  is  llo,)n.d,  and 
the  two  upper  stories  plastere.l.  Th.'  win.h.w  IVanies  are  set,  and  the  sashes  and  outer  doors  are  all 
made. 

Upon  inquiry  into  the  second  object  of  the  instructions,  "  to  ascertain  the  description  of  materials 
required  for  immediate  use,"  it  appears  that  there  is  a  suflScient  quantity  of  slate  on  hand  for  finishin«- 
the  r,„.f,  but  that  it  eann,,t  b.'  laid  until  a  par.'.'l  ..f  cpp.'r  is  n'e,.iv,Ml  f.u-  th.-  ri.lg.'s  ai„l  gutters.  This 
artici,'  is  ,,rth,'  li,-sl  i,,.,','.-<ily,  as  ,'v,'|-y  sIl.w.t  n,  ,w  p.'ii,'!  ,'at,'s  tho  aivh.'s  ai„l  in  jiiivs  tile  work  under 
this  111, lini.h.'.l  pan;  l'4,omo  lo.'i  ,,rilooi'  boanis  aiv  wai,l,',l  lo,-  tho  i„,rth  wing  ai„l  li-,,i,l  building,  to  pre- 
pare th.'iii  for  plast.'iiiig,  an.l  4,1(MI  le.'t  ofghiss  tbr  the  wiml.nvs.  The  gir.lers  lor  the  piazzas  are  pre- 
pared, but  cann.jt  be  raisi.l  ,ii,t,l  the  cast  iron  pillars  are  procured.  Three  columns  of  the  portico  are 
worked,  and  about  on. '-ipiarter  part  of  the  stone  entablature  to  rest  upon  them,  being  all  the  freestone 
that  is  on  hand;  a  finth.  r  supply  is  wanted  immediately,  both  for  the  portico  and  for  the  piers  under  the 
side  pia/./.as.     A  supply  .if  gianit.'  an.l  fii'cstone  is  also  wanted  for  the  portico  and  steps,  to  be  laid  this 

A  lai';,,'  ,|,,a,,tity  of  slo,,o  will  Ii,'  wa,,ted  for  the  steps  of  the  outside,  and  for  six  staircases,  but  this 
is  not  .'ss.',itial  lor  th.'  pi'.s.'iit  s,'as..ii.  It  -ivill  be  expedient  to  look  for  a  more  lasting  material  than  the 
ct)mm,in  ri-,','st,>i,.'  us.'.i  in  the  building;  either  of  limestone  from  Baltimore,  or  fine  granite  from  the 
Quin.'y  .piani.'s  n.'ar    r.ost,.n. 

rp,)ii  a  full  siiiv,'v  ,il'  the  w,ii'k  which  he  was  ordered  to  in.spect,  the  subscriber  has  pleasure  in 
statin-  that  th,'  l,M'ali.,ii  ..f  th.'   h,.spital  app,'ars  w.'ll  eal.'ulat.'.l  for  li.':,lth,  ai,.l  t,.  -ratilv  th,'  f,'.'lin<-s  of 

the  ha.-.lv  s,'aim'n  lo,'  w ,  it  wa.  rais,',l;    ihat  th.'  w,,rk  is  woil   .'x.'.'ul.'.l.  a„,l  ,!,„■.  ,',',',ii|   to  ,1,,'  s,''ience 

and  pi';„'li,'al  skill  ,,r  th.'  ai','!,it.'.'t,  .1.  llavila,„l,  Ks,,.,  and  t,,  tl„'  ,l,li,vne,'  an.l  a(t.'i,ti,.„  ,,f  Mr.  William 
Wells,  who  ha.s  superiniended  the  execution  of  the  work;  and  that  it  nuty  be  linished  iii  au.ither  season  if 
no  delay  should  occur  in  obtaining  materials. 

Respectfully  presented  to  the  honorable  commissioners  of  the  navy  hospital  fund  by  their  obedient 
servant. 

CHAKLES  BULFINCH. 


K. 

Egtimate  of  the  number  of  rooms  which  n-ill  hi'  rr./iiii-<',I  fi,  he  famished  at  the  Navy  hosjyital,  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  supernitendents  and  i)/lirr.<  e-li<i  irill  ri:<ide  thereat,  as  taken  from  the  report  of  Doctors 
Cutbush,  Marshall,  Davis,  and  Erring,  mtnlr  UMli  Mun-h,  1812,  in  obedience  to  the  fourth  section  of  the 
act  of  Congress,  of  February  26,  1811;  and  an  estimate  of  the  sum  lehleh  leill  be  needed  to  pu7'chase 
necessary  furniture  for  them. 

Furniture  for  two  lodging  rooms  for  two  assistant  surgeons $380  00 

Dining  room  for  two  assistant  surgeons 300  00 

Furniture  for  steward's  room 190  00 

Furniture  for  wardmaster's  room 150  00 

Furniture  for  matron's  room 190  00 

Furniture  for  four  nurses'  rooms 200  00 

Furniture  for  one  cook's  room 100  00 

Furniture  for  two  washerwomen's  rooms 150  00 

Furniture  for  three  servants'  rooms 100  00 
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Furniture  for  a  lodging  room  for  the  commanding^  officer  of  the  establishment,  instead  of 

the  surgeon's  (who  may  not  reside  at  the  hospital) $1^0  00 

Furniture  for  the  parlor  of  the  commanding  officer 500  00 

Furniture  for  porter's  room 150  00 


Estimating  the  expenses  for  the  asylum  as  equal  to  the  above  for  the  hospital,  will  give  a 
sum  to  be  provided  for  furnishing  the  establishments,  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
resident  superintendents  and  other  officers  and  domestics $5,200  00 

The  above  estimate  of  the  expense  of  furni  hing  each  room  has  been  formed  from  such  data  as  were 
deemed  reasonable,  but  is  by  no  moans  given  as  being  the  amount  absolutely  required  for  the  objects 
proposed. 


21sT  Congress.]  No.    405.  [1st  Session. 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  NAVY  PENSION  FUND,  SHOWING  ITS  INCOME,  PENSIONS  CHARGE- 
ABLE, THEIR  KINDS,  PROGRESS,  CONDITION,  AND  THE  FUTURE  PROBABLE  CHARGES 
UPON  SAID  FUND. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  SENATE  JANUARY  19,   1830. 

Navy  Department,  January  19,  1830. 
Sir:  That  the  Committee  of  Naval  Affairs  of  the  Senate,  of  which  you  are  chairman,  may  be  in  pos- 
session of  i'uU  information  respecting  the  state  of  the  privateer  pension  fund,  I  have  the  honor  to  trans- 
mit herewith  a  copy  of  a  communication  addressed,  on  the  7th  instant,  to  the  Hon.  Michael  Hoffman, 
chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  which  shows  the  progress  of  the  fund 
for  the  past  year,  its  income,  the  pensions  chargeable  on  it,  their  kinds,  its  present  condition  and  the 
probability  of  future  charges  on  it,  together  with  the  views  of  the  Department  on  the  subject  of  the 
measure  proposed  by  report  No.  85,*  made  in  the  House  of  Representatives  Itth  of  February,  1829. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

JNO.  BRANCH. 
Hon.  Robert  Y.  Hayne,  Chairman  CommiUee  on  Naval  Affairs,  Senate  U.  S. 


Navy  Department,  January  1,  1830. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  reply  to  3'our  communication  dated  the  21st  nit.,  enclosing  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Naval  All'airs  nl'  the  Udiisc  of  Representatives,  on  the  subject  of  the  privateer  pension 
fund,  and  asking  infiumiilidii  ics|ic(t  in--  llie  progress  of  the  fund  for  the  past  year,  its  income,  tlie  pen- 
sions chargeable  on  it,  their  kinds,  lis  incsciit  condition,  and  the  future  probability  of  the  charges  on  it, 
together  with  the  opinion  of  the  Departnient  on  the  subject  of  the  measure  proposed  in  the  report. 

1.  As  respects  the  progress  of  the  fund  for  the  past  year. 
It  has  continued  to  aiford  relief  to  those  who  were  disabled,  as  well  as  to  tlie  widows   and  orphans 
of  those  slain  or  lusl,  (hniiJ.L;-  the  late  war,  on  board   private  armed  vesst'ls  el'  (he    Tnited   States.     To 

satisfy  the  chiims  of  peiisi is  of  the  above  description,  admitted  under  flie  se\ei;il  ;i<-ts  of  Congress, 

remittances  were  inade  during  llie  year  1829  to  the  respective  agencies,  to  the  anmniit  of  $10,495.39, 
to  effect  which  sales  of  stock  belonging  to  the  fund  had  to  be  made  in  the  months  of  June  and  December 
last,  to  the  amount  of  $6,444.57. 

2.   As  respects  its  income. 
The  income  during  the  last  year  amounted  to  $3,421.23,  being  the  interest  which  acci'ued  on  the 
stock  belonging  to  the  fund. 

3.  As  respects  the  pensions  chargeable  on  the  fund,  and  their  kinds. 
Tiie  jicnsions  which  are  chargeable  are  those  granted  under  the  authority  of  the  acts  of  Congress 
of  the  loth  Fey)riiaiy  and  2il  of  August,  1813,  to  persons  disabled,  and  to  the  irid()ir.<  ami  orphans  of  per- 
sons 4a(n  or  lod  in  prii-utr  tinnnl  vessels  under  the  several  acts  of  Congress,  a|i|irnveil  -tih  ^larcli,  1814, 
IGtli  of  Aiiril,  ISls,  and  '.Hh  of  April  and  26th  of  May,  1824,  no  pensions  iiaving  heen  granted  under 
the  second  sectii)u  ol  the  act,  approved  23d  May,  1828.  The  number  oi  persons  disabled,  authorized  to 
receive  pensions,  is  eighty-six.  Some  of  tliese,  however,  are  probably  dead,  as  they  have  not,  for  years, 
claimed  payment  of  the  pension  to  which  they  are  entitled.     The  pensions  of  invalids  continue  during 
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disability,  and  are  graduated   according-  to  the  extent  of  tlie  injury  sustained,  and  the  continuance  and 
degree  of  disability  have  to  be  proved  biennially.     Of  these  eighty-six  invalid  pensioners — 

2  are  entitled  to $20    per  month  each. 

1  is  entitled  to 15    per  month. 

3  are  entitled  to 12    per  month  each. 

2  are  entitled  to 10    per  month  each. 

2  are  entitled  to 9    per  month  each. 

4  are  entitled  to 8    per  month  each. 

3  are  entitled  to 7    per  month  each. 

25  are  entitled  to 6    per  month  each. 

12  are  entitled  to 5    per  month  each. 

18  are  entitled  to 4    per  month  each. 

1  is  entitled  to , 31  per  month. 

11  are  entitled  to 3"  per  month  each. 

2  are  entitled  to 2    per  month  each. 


To  satisfy  all  these  claims,  the  sum  of  $6,054  per  annum  is  requisite. 

The  widows  and  orphans,  to  whom  pensions  have  been  granted,  have,  excepting  in  sixteen  cases, 
received  the  fifteen  years'  allowance,  as  authorized  by  law,  and  the  pensions  have  of  course  been  discon- 
tinued. Of  these  sixteen  cases,  fourteen  will  expire  on  the  1st  day  of  February  next,  one  on  the  4th  day 
of  March,  and  the  last  one  on  the  1st  day  of  April.  To  satisfy  the  balance  of  pensions  I'emaining  due  on 
these  cases,  the  sum  of  $162.80  will  be  sufficient. 

4.  As  respects  the  present  condition  of  the  fund. 
The  last  report  from  the  Department,  showing  the  condition  of  the  fund,  was  made  to  the  honorable 
committee  of  which  you  are  chairman,  on  the  11th  of  February  last.  At  that  time  the  fund  consi-sted  of 
stock  to  the  amount  of  §(i:>,2TJ  ."ii».  In  .Tune  last,  to  meet  the  semi-annual  payment  falling  due  on  the  1st 
of  July,  it  became  necessary  t..  s.ll  sinck  to  the  amount  of  $3,712.81,  and,  in  the  last  month,  to  provide 
for  the  payments  due  on  the  1st  iiistaiit,  a  further  sale,  to  the  amount  of  $2,731.10,  became  unavoidable. 
The  stock  of  the  fund  was  all  redeemed  on  the  1st  instant,  and  the  fund  is  now  reduced  to  the  sum  of 
$53,115.06,  which  remains  in  the  treasury  unproductive,  and  it  must  continue  so  until  an  opportunity 
presents  for  its  reinvestment,  or  such  other  disposition  of  it  as  shall  be  directed  by  Congress. 

5.  As  respects  the  future  probability  of  the  charges  on  the  fund. 

It  is  difficult  to  estimate  the  future  charges  on  the  fund,  or  anticipate  with  precision  the  claims 
which  may  hereafter  be  presented.  Applications  for  pensions  are  yet  occasionally  made,  and  within  the 
last  year  or  two  a  few  individuals  succeeded  in  establishing  their  claims.  It  is  not  probable,  however, 
that  many  new  cases  will  appear.  It  may  be  estimated,  with  much  confidence,  that  $5,000  per  annum 
will  be  amply  sufficient  to  discharge  all  claims  against  the  fund.  I  have  given  to  the  measure  recom- 
mcndfil  in  tiie  report  of  the  committee  as  much  consideration  as  the  urgent  and  multifarious  duties  of  the 
Dopaitnicnt  inrmitted;  and  I  concur  with  the  committee  in  the  belief  that  sound  policy  as  well  as 
huiiKiiuhj  III  the  widows  of  those  gallant  and  patriotic  men,  slain  or  lost  in  the  private  armed  vessels  of 
the  United  States,  justifies  nii  npprnpriation  in  aid  of  the  fund.  The  scale  proposed  for  the  graduation 
of  the  pensions  to  invalids  and  wid.iws,  rcilurcs  tlir  allowance  of  the  former  about  one-third,  and  of  the 
latter  more  than  three-fflh.<.  Ap|il\  in--  this  piinciplc  to  the  amount  allowed  by  existing  laws  to  the 
invalids,  about  $4,000  annually  will  \_»-  snilicicut  to  licpiidate  their  claims;  and  if  extended  to  the  widows, 
estimating  that  only  120  of  the  161,  to  whom  relief  was  granted  under  the  acts  of  1824,  will  apply  for 
renewal,  a  sum  less  than  $5,000  annually  will  pay  all  their  pensions.  The  widows  and  orphans  of  161 
persons  pensioned  under  the  acts  of  9th  of  April  and  26th  of  May,  1824,  were  paid  conformably  to  the 
provisions  of  the  said  laws,  in  the  following  manner,  viz: 

10  at  the  rate  of $20  per  month  each. 

22  at  the  rate  of 12  per  month  each. 

36  at  the  rate  of 10  per  month  each. 

26  at  the  rate  of 8  per  month  each. 

67  at  the  rate  of 6  per  month  each. 

161 

To  pay  the  above  claims  the  sum  of  $17,208  was  annually  required.  Were  the  pensions  of  the  widows 
and  orphans  graduated  by  the  scale  proposed  in  the  report  of  the  committee,  they  would  be  paid  as 
follows: 

10  at  the  rate  of $5    per  month  each. 

22  at  the  rate  of 4    per  month  each. 

36  at  the  rate  of 3i  per  month  each. 

26  at  the  rate  of 3    per  month  each. 

67  at  the  rate  of 2i  per  month  each. 

161  as  before,  and  requiring  annually  for  the  payment  of  all,  only  the  sum  of  $6,114. 

From  a  comparison  of  the  preceding  restilts,  it  appears  that  the  sum  of  $9,000  per  annum  may  be 
estimated  as  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  pensions  of  the  invalids  and  widows,  if  reduced  as  the  report 
proposes. 

If  a  reduction  in  the  amount  of  allowance  be  unavoidable,  or  if  an  appropriation  in  aid  of  the  fund 
shall  not  be  obtained,  I  would  urge  on  the  consideration  of  the  committee  the  propriety  of  permitting  the 
VOL.  Ill — —62  h 
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widows  to  participate  fully  with  the  maimed  survivors  in  the  benefits  to  be  realized  from  the  residue  of  the 
fund.  But  I  would  respectfully  submit  to  the  liberality  of  the  committee,  whether  the  measure  contem- 
plated docs  not  place  the  pittance  of  relief  too  low;  and  whether  it  would  not  be  more  in  accordance  with 
the  j^cnerous  fuelings  of  the  nation,  and  better  calculated  to  promote  its  permanent  interests,  to  make 
provision  b}'  law  for  a  continuance  of  pensions  to  the  few  invalids  and  widows  that  remain,  at  the  rate 
formerly  allowed.  For  the  accomplishment  of  this  desirable  object,  laudable  in  its  nature,  and  much 
required  by  the  necessities  of  the  claimants,  it  is  earnestly  recommended  to  the  Committee  of  Naval 
Affairs  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  report  a  bill  which  shall,  in  the  mode  most  suitable,  provide 
the  relief  suggested.  Perhaps  a  simple  and  efficient  process  will  be,  to  authorize  the  issue  of  certificates 
of  stock,  bearing  interest,  for  the  balance  of  the  privateer  pension  fund,  $53,115.06,  and  such  additional 
sum  as  may  be  thought  adequate  and  proper;  and  to  empower  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  receive  from 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  semi-annually,  upon  sun-endering  an  equal  value  of  the  stocks,  such  an 
amount  of  money  as  may,  with  the  interest  then  due  and  available,  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  claims  for 
pensions  chargeable  on  the  fund. 

The  privateer  pension  fund  has,  it  Ls  believed,  never  sustained  loss  by  mismanagement;  and  by  the 
adoption  of  the  mode  suggested,  it  will  be  effectually  shielded  from  the  inconvenience  and  evils  resulting 
from  injudicious  investments;  its  i-esources  will  be  certain,  and  adequate  to  the  end  proposed;  no  money 
will  at  any  time  be  unproductive,  nor  more  be  required  than  shall  be  indispensably  necessary;  and  when 
the  benevolent  objects  for  which  the  fund  was  created  and  maintained  shall  have  been  fulfilled,  it  will 
revert  to  the  treasury,  and  constitute  a  portion  of  the  public  wealth  of  the  United  States. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

(Signed)  JNO.  BRANCH. 

Hon.  Michael  Hoff5i.\n,  Chairman  Naval  Committee,  House  of  Representatives. 


21sT  Congress.]  No.    406.  [1st  Session. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  SURGICAL  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  NAVY. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    SENATE    JANUARY    26,     1830. 

Navy  Department,  January  26,  1830. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  requisitions  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  22d  ultimo,  calling  for  the 
views  of  this  Department,  in  detail,  on  all  subjects  embraced  in  the  documents  accompanying  the  Presi- 
dent's message  in  relation  to  the  navy,  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  a  bill  for  an  organization  of  the 
surgical  department  of  the  navy,  containing  the  necessai'y  provisions  to  carry  the  same  into  effect. 

The  object  of  the  proposed  organization  is  to  secure  a  more  uniform  and  systematic  attention  to  the 
preservation  of  the  health  of  the  persons  employed  in  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  than  has 
heretofore  been  bestowed  on  that  subject. 

This  is  intended  to  be  effected  by  the  selection  of  some  one  of  the  surgeons  of  the  navy,  (not  other- 
wise engaged  in  its  service,)  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  direct  and  supervise  the  execution  of  all  matters 
having  reference  to  the  surgical  and  medical  department  thereof;  to  direct  the  employment,  by  the  surgeons 
of  the  navy,  of  certain  prescribed  methods  of  guarding  against  the  attacks  of  epidemical  or  infectious 
diseases;  to  prevent  their  extension  when  they  may  make  their  appearance  on  board  vessels,  or  at  stations 
under  their  care;  to  the  use  of  the  mt)st  approved  means  of  con-ecting  foul  air  of  vessels-of-war,  or  hos- 
pitals; to  their  proper  ventilation,  and  such  methods  as  may  have  been  ascertained  to  be  useful  for  the 
purification  of  the  water  and  preservation  of  the  provisions;  medicine  and  hospital  stores  provided  for 
the  navy  afloat  and  on  shore;  to  require  of  the  surgeons  in  actual  service,  to  report  at  stated  periods  the 
results  of  the  employment  of  the  means  above  mentioned,  in  conformity  to  their  instructions;  to  require 
reports  of  all  the  epidemical,  or  other  diseases  deemed  infectious  which  may  make  their  appearance  among 
the  persons  under  their  care,  with  a  history  of  their  phenomena,  their  probable  cause,  mode  of  treatment, 
and  the  effect  thereof;  also,  of  all  the  casualties  occurring  in  the  service,  under  their  observation,  the 
treatment  of  the  same,  and  the  results;  to  require  reports  cxhilntinn'  the  views  of  the  surgeons  of  the 
navy  upon  the  influence  of  the  discipline  of  the  navy  on  llif  health  of  seamen;  the  effect  of  diet  or 
drinks,  and  suggestions  as  to  the  consequences  of  change  therein;  to  reriuire  reports  of  all  improvements 
in  the  surgical  and  medical  department,  which  they  may  be  able  to  obtain  by  an  examination  of  the  treat- 
ment of  the  sick  or  wounded  in  the  hospitals  or  service  of  other  nations,  and  reports  on  any  other  points 
having  reference  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  great  object  in  view;  the  more  perfect  preservation  of  the 
health  of  persons  employed  in  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States.  To  make  it  also  the  duty  of 
the  surgeon  so  selected  to  have  all  such  reports  recorded  and  preserved  in  his  office,  and,  if  it  should  be 
dt'cmed  necessary,  to  have  the  most  important  subjects  selected,  published  and  distributed  to  the  sugeons 
of  the  navy,  thereby  giving  them  all  the  advantages  of  the  practice  and  experience  of  their  predecessors 
in  service,  of  which  it  is  believed  the  surgeons  of  the  present  day  have  not  the  opportunity  to  avail 
themselves. 

At  present,  the  surgeons  of  the  navy  may  be  said  to  be  under  no  guidance  whatever  in  the'discharge 
of  their  professional  duties,  except  their  own  discretion  or  pleasure. 

Upon  the  importance  of  the  objects  contemplated  to  be  effected  by  the  proposed  bill,  it  is  not  deemed 
necessary  to  dwell.     It  is  confidently  believed  that  the  plan  proposed  will  effect  the  end  desired. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JNO.  BRANCH. 

The  Hon.  Robert  Y.  Hayne,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  in  the  Senate  of  the  U.  S. 
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A  BILL  to  establish  the  office  of  surgeon  general  of  the  navy. 

_  Sec.  1  Be  it  emcfed,  <f-c.,  That  the  President  of  the  United  State.s  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  o  the  benate,  to  appoint  a  surgeon  general  of  the  navy  of  the  United' States 
the  said  officer  to  be  selected  Irom  among  the  surgeons  now  in  the  navy,  and  to  perform  the  duties  herein- 
after set  forth. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it.  further  enacted,  Sc,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  surgeon,  so  as  above  appointed 
to  supervise  all  matters  connected  with  the  healtli  of  the  crews  of  vessels-of-war,  and  of  seamen  attached 
to  naval  stations  an. I  liM^|,nals;  to  n'quirc  ho,,,  the  different  surgeons  and  assistant  surgeons  reports  of 
the  casualtu's  lu  th,.  srrvuo.  tl.o  tro;,in.,M,t  thoivof,  and  the  results;  also  of  diseases  occurring  in  the  navy 
at  sea,  m  toiv,u-n  |,o,  ts  :,„.!  at  In.,,,  stal  ,o:,. ;  ti,r  ,u-obable  causes,  treatment,  and  results,  and  to  have 
he  same  n.o,nlo,i;   an.l  ,o  ,,.,,  „,  ,,.  ,1.,.  >,.,.,,, a,y  o|    tho  Navy,  from  tin.o   to  tin,..,  th-   services  rendered 

bythed.fte.vn.  snr.v„ns    and  as.,s,an,  sur,- ,s  ol    ,1„.   navy,  and    tho   n.ann.r   ,n  .-hi.h  ihey  have   been 

performed;  to  suinav,.,.  .!,o  sol,.-,  ,o„,  ,„uviM..,  an,  putting  np  of  ail  ,lrn;,s,  n.odiciiu.s,  surgical  instru- 
ments, hospital  Mavs  and  turn.luiv,  r,.,,u,v,l  |,„  tin.  naval  service  of  the  United  Stales;  to  furnish  an 
estnnato  o|  ii„.  .puoitity  and  kind  iKM^.s-aiy  \<.v  any  slnp  or  service,  and  to  attend  to  the  preservation  of 
all  aitio  rs  d-n  piio,|  by  surgeons  ami  a:Msi.MU  sni-v,,ns  of  .ships  returned  from  a  cruise,  and  about  to  be 
dismantl(Ml,  \viai  such  other  duties  as  iho  .--oiaetaiy  of  the  Navy  may  assign  tn  him,  with  a  view  to  the 
promotion  ot  the  interest  of  the  service,  and  the  advaucemeut  of  the  medical  corps  in  their  professional 

Se  •.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  dc,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  hereby  authorized  to  attach 
to  the  Medical  Bureau,  hereby  established,  one  clerk,  who  shall  receive  as  a  compensation  for  his  services 
the  sum  of dollars  per  annum. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  &c.,  That  the  surgeon  general  of  the  navy  shall  be  entitled  to 
receive,  in  full  compensation  for  his  services,  three  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  in  lieu  of  pay,  rations 
and  emoluments.  '  ' 


21  ST  CoNGREgS.]  No.    407.  [1st    SeSSION-. 

STATEMENTS   RELATING   TO   THE  DUTIES,   BONDS,   ACCOUNTS,  AND  COMPENSATION   OF 
PURSERS  IN  THE  NAVY. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    SENATE    JANUARY    27,    1830. 

Navy  Department,  January  21,  1830. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter, of  the  22d  December,  1829,  asking  the  views  of  this  Department,  "in 
detail,"  on  all  subjects,  embraced  in  the  President's  message  and  accompanying  documents,  that  relate  to 
the  navy,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  in  part,  the  enclosed  statement  from  the  Board  of  Navy  Commis- 
sioners, in  answer  to  inquiries  addressed  to  them  in  relation  to  the  compensation  of  pursers,  and  the 
security  to  be  given  by  them,  &c.;  and  the  views  therein  presented  meet  the  approbation  of  the  Depart- 
ment, as  far  as  they  extend. 

In  addition  to  the  recommendations  made  by  the  Commissioners,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  the 
propriety  of  requiring,  from  the  pursers  of  the  navy,  a  quadrennial  renewal  of  their  bonds,  and  that  the 
term  oi  their  appointments  be  limited  to  the  same  period.  For  the  reasons  which  have  governed  the 
Departniciit.  in  r.(oiiMii..|iding  the  change  now  proposed  in  the  mode  of  compensating  pursers  of  the  navy, 
you  aio  ro>|h(iiiill  y  rrfi  ricil  to  that  portion  of  the  report  made  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  on 
the  1st  Di'ccniliiM-,  l^-J'.i.  ha\-ing  reference  to  this  subject. 

I  am,  very  resp.'ctful'ly,  JNO.  BRANCH. 

Hon.  Robert  Y.  Hayne,  Chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee,  Senate  U.  S. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Navy  Commissioners  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated — 

Navy  Commissioxers'  Office,  January  9,  1830. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  26th  ultimo,  wherein  you  request  "information  from  the  Commissioners, 
respecting  the  compensation  of  pursers,  the  amount  of  security  to  be  given  by  them,  with  regulations  to 
prevent  abuses  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,"  the  Commissioners  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  fol- 
lowing mode  of  compensation  to  pursers  presents  itself  as  preferable,  in  their  opinion,  to  the  one  under 
existing  regulations,  which  they  respectfully  submit  for  your  consideration. 

That  a  stated  salary  be  allowed  to  them,  in  lieu  of  all  commissions,  scaled  as  follows,  viz: 

To  pursers  on  board  a  ship  of  the  line,  first  rate $2,800  per  annum. 

To  pursers  on  board  a  ship  of  the  line,  second  rate 2, .500  per  annum. 

To  pursers  on  board  frigates 2,000  per  annum. 

To  pursers  on  board  sloops-of-war 1,600  per  annum. 

To  pursers  on  board  brigs  and  schooners 1,300  per  annum. 

And  when  on  shore,  whilst  settling  their  accounts  at  the  seat  of  government,  each  purser  shall  receive 
the  same  pay  as  when  on  board  of  a  ship,  provided  the  time  does  not  exceed  one  month,  unless  the  officer  of 
the  Treasury  Department,  having  charge  of  his  account,  shall  certify  that  a  longer  time  is  required  for  its 
settlement;  in  that  event,  the  allowance  to  continue  for  the  time  so  certified. 

While  pursers  are  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty  at  a  navy  yard  or  station,  they  shall  receive  the 
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same  pay  as  pursers  on  board  of  frigates;  and  while  absent  on  leave,  or  imiting  orders,  or  absent  on  fur- 
lough, they  shall  receive  the  same  pay  and  allowances  that  are  made  to  lieutenants  under  the  same  cir- 
cumstances. 

It  would  be  necessary  to  restrict  the  pursers  from  making  purchases  of  any  article  whatever,  that 
may  be  required  for  the  service,  unless  in  an  emergency,  on  a  foreign  station,  where  there  is  no  navy 
agen^,  through  whom  the  supplies  may  be  obtained,  and  then  only  upon  the  written  authority  of  the  com- 
nianding  officer,  which  authority  must  be  produced,  on  the  settlement  of  his  accounts,  as  his  voucher. 
Let  all  purser's  stores  be  procured  under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  as  other  supplies 
are  now  obtained,  invoices  of  which,  at  cost  and  charges,  shall  be  furnished  to  the  purser,  on  entering 
upon  his  duties,  to  which  an  advance  of  ten  per  cent,  shall  be  added. 

Under  this  mode  of  compensation,  the  government  would  be  charged  with  the  difference  between  the 
proposed  annual  salary  and  the  allowance  as  now  made  by  law;  but  the  Treasury  would  be  relieved  from 
this  tax  upon  it,  by  the  amount  accruing  from  the  addition  of  ten  per  cent,  upon  the  cost  and  charges  of 
all  the  supplies  furnished  to  the  crew,  and  which,  it  is  believed,  would  cover  the  difference  between  the 
present  allowance,  and  that  now  proposed.  A  saving  would  be  realized  by  the  sailor,  from  the  fact  that 
the  articles  furnished  to  him,  and  upon  which  this  percentage  would  be  chargeable,  were  procured  by  the 
Commissioners,  under  contract  or  otherwise,  at  more  advantageous  rates  than  by  the  pursers. 

The  Commissioners  would  not  recommend  a  less  sum  to  be  taken  as  security,  from  the  pursers,  than 
is  now  required. 

Should  the  above  mode  of  compensation  to  pursers  be  adopted,  the  rules  and  regulations  now  in  force, 
it  is  believed,  would  be  sufficient  to  guard  against  abuses  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 


21ST    COXGRESS.]  No.     408.  [1st  SESSION- 

PLAN  FOR  A  REORGANIZATION  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  NAVY  COMMISSIONERS. 

COiniU.XICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    JANUARY    28,   1830. 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  chairmaii  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  in  relation  to  the 
ministerial  duties  of  the  officers  of  the  Navy  Department. 

Navy  Department,  January  21,  1830. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  23d  December,  1829,  in  which 
you  solicit  the  projects  of  such  laws  as  may  be  submitted  on  tlie  subject  of  the  pay  and  emoluments  of 
the  officers  of  the  navy,  the  organization  of  the  Board  of  Navy  Commissioners,  &c.,  I  have  the  honor  to 
report,  in  part,  the  following  bills,  having  reference  to  a  reorganization  of  the  Board  of  Navy  Commis- 
sioners. 

The  bill  marked  A  contains  a  proposition  for  giving  power  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
make  such  distribution  of  the  duties  now  performed  by  the  Navy  Board  (under  the  provisions  of  the  act 
of  Congress  of  the  1th  February,  1815)  as  he  may  think  will  promote  the  dispatch  of  the  public  busi- 
ness, secure  better  responsibility  for  its  proper  discharge,  and  generally  to  effect  in  a  more  perfect  manner 
the  objects  proposed  to  be  obtained  by  the  provisions  of  the  bill  above  referred  to. 

The  paper  marked  B  presents  the  sketch  of  a  bill,  giving,  in  detail,  the  project  of  a  distribution  of 
the  duties  proposed  to  be  assigned  to  each  of  the  officers  entrusted  with  the  discharge  of  the  ministerial 
duties  of  the  Department,  in  which  an  effort  has  been  made  to  give  to  each  his  full  share  of  duty  and 
responsibility,  without  imposing  on  any  one  more  than  may  be  deemed  within  the  compass  of  his  ability 
to  perform. 

In  support  of  the  propriety  of  making  the  proposed  subdivision  of  the  labors  of  the  board,  it  may  be 
said  that  it  will  secure  to  each  class  of  designated  duties  the  undivided  attention  of  the  officer  who  shall 
be  selected  to  superintend  them ;  that  this  exclusive  devotion  of  his  time  and  talents  to  one  branch,  or 
single  train  of  services,  will  give  him  a  more  intimate  knowledge  of  their  interests  and  means  of  accom- 
plishment, and  that  it  will  secure  a  stronger  individual  responsibility  for  their  faithful  discharge. 

On  this  latter  point  it  may  be  added,  that  -while  the  merits  of  superior  intelligence,  or  assiduous 
application  in  the  performance  of  any  assigned  trust  or  duty,  is  shai-ed  in  common  with  other  officers, 
that  kind  of  inducement  for  individual  effort  is  not  afforded,  which,  of  all  others,  prompts  to  the  highest 
exertion  of  intellectual  or  physical  power.  It  is  not  proposed,  by  assigning  to  individual  enterprise  and 
exertion  the  performance  of  the  specific  duties  recited  in  the  bill,  to  deprive  the  officers  so  employed  of 
the  power  of  acting  in  their  capacity  as  a  board,  whenever  it  may,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Seci'etary  of  the 
Navy,  be  necessary  for  them  so  to  act,  to  establish  general  principles  in  relation  to  the  system  of  con- 
struction of  vessels-of-war,  their  armament,  equipment,  preservation,  or  any  other  points  connected  with 
the  great  general  interests  of  the  navy,  on  which  he  may  desire  their  united  counsel  and  information. 

Thus  the  Department  will  have  the  benefit  of  the  conjoined  talents  and  naval  skill  of  the  board, 
added  to  the  advantages  to  be  expected  to  be  derived  from  the  separate  efforts  and  responsibility  of  the 
members. 

Under  any  disposition  which  may  be  made  of  the  subject  of  distributing  the  duties  of  the  board,  it 
will  be  desirable  that  the  power  should  be  given  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  alter  or  modify 
the  same,  in  such  manner  as  experience  may  show  will  be  required  for  the  attainment  of  the  objects  pro- 
posed to  be  effected  by  the  bill. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  BRANCH. 

The  Hon.  Michael  Hoffman,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  A  fairs,  H.  R. 


1830.]  NAVY   YARDS    AND    DRY    DOCKS.  493 

A  BILL  to  provide  for  the  more  effectual  execution  of  the  ministerial  duties  of  the  Navy  Department. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Houae  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America,  in 
Congress  assembled,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  (if  Ihc  Srnate,  to  appoint  three  officers  of  the  navy,  whose  rank  shall  not  be  below 
a  post  captain,  to  be  siylr.l  ('oimiiissioners  of  the  Navy,  to  discharge,  in  the  manner  hereinafter  directed, 
under  the  superinteiiiliiicr  :iiiil  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  all  the  ministerial  duties  apper- 
taining to  the  Navy  JU'partiiicut. 

Sec.  2.  And  Ije  it  further  enacted.  That  the  duties  to  be  discharged  by  the  officers  so  as  above 
appointed,  shall  be  apportioned  as  follows,  viz:  To  one  shall  be  assigned  the  building,  equipping,  arming 
and  repairing-  ol'  vessels-nl'-wai',  and  the  preservation  of  those  in  ordinary;  and  to  this  officer  shall  be 
attached  tlie  chief  naval  cuiist  nictnr  and  thi.'  di-aftsinan ;  to  the  second,  such  duties  as  appertain  to  or  are 
connected  wilh  ilic  rstalilislinirnt  aii.l  consi lucii.m  dl'  navy  yards,  docks,  arsenals,  storehouses,  timber 
sheds,  tlie  r(M-(|itioii  iiml  ilisi  rilniii.ui  .,1'  pruvisions  ami  slop  clothing;  and  to  the  third,  the  makiiig  of 
contracts  for  tin-  sii|.iil\-  of  naval  stoics  and  mulcriuls,  provisions,  slop  clothing,  and  every  other  article 
required  f.r  the  ol.j, -ns  \n'vvmU-\\^vr  ivctrd. 

Sec  3.  Awl  l>r  it  /'miiirr  marl  ,/,  'I'luit  the  discharge  of  all  other  ministerial  duties  of  the  Navy  De- 
partment, not  hcicinlii  lore  onuniciatril.  shall  be  committed  to  the  superintendencj' of  the  three  officers 
above  mentioned,  am!  apportioned  to  them  in  such  manner  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  may  deem  most 
advisable  and  conducive  to  the  ini. Tests  of  the  navy. 

Sec  4.  And  he  il  f  miliar  rnii'-fr,/^  'I'hat  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  virtue  of  this  act  shall  be 
permitted  to  retain  the  secretary  and  the  number  of  clerks  now  employed  by  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Navy  B(.)ard,  \vlio  shall  he  entitled  to  receive  the  salaries  heretofore  allowed  to  llii'ni  for  their  services. 

Sec  5.  Ami  l>r  il  further  enacted,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  lie,  ami  he  is  herehy,  authorized  to 
cause  to  be  ]ire}iared  sucii  additional  rules  and  regulations  as  may  to  him  appear  lu'cessary  for  securing 
an  uniformity  in  the  several  classes  of  vessels  and  their  equipments,  and  for  repairing  and  refitting  them, 
and  for  securing  responsibility  in  the  subordinate  officers  and  agents,  which  regulations,  when  approved 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  respected  and  obeyed,  until  altered  and  revoked  by  the 
same  authority. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  above  mentioned,  shall,  when- 
ever the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  may  think  proper,  be  convened  as  a  board,  for  the  consideration  of  such 
subjects,  connected  with  the  naval  establishment  of  the  United  States,  as  may  be  submitted  to  them; 
and  when  so  convened,  the  officer  holding  the  oldest  commission  shall  preside. 

Sec  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  so  much  of  an  act,  approved  the  seventh  of  February,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  for  establishing 
a  Navy  Department,  by  adding  thereto  a  Board  of  Commissioners,"  as  comes  within  the  meaning  of  this 
act,  and  is  contrary  thereto,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 
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ON  NUMBER,  EXTENT,  AND  ARRANGEMENTS  OF  NAVY  YARDS  AND  DRY  DOCKS. 

communicated    to    the    house    of    representatives    FEBRUARY    1,     1830. 

Navy  Department,  January  28,  1830. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  25th 
instant,  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  report,  therein  called  for,  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy, 
dated  the  2d  day  of  May,  1815,  upon  the  subject  of  navy  yards. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BRANCH. 
Hon.  Andrew  Stevenson,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Eejjresenfatives. 


Navy  Commissioners'  Office,  May  2,  1815. 

Sir:  The  Board  of  Navy  Commissioners  have  had  under  consideration  the  subject  of  navy  yards  and 
of  docks,  and  now  beg  leave  to  submit  to  you  the  I'esult. 

The  points  of  consideration  were — 

1.  How  many  navy  yards  are  necessary?  2.  What  description  of  navy  yards  is  most  proper?  3. 
Whether  the  sites  now  occupied  are  most  suitable;  if  not,  what  are  the  objections  to  them,  and  where 
could  they  be  located  to  more  advantage?  4.  Whether  dry  docks  are  necessary;  and,  if  so,  what  number 
and  kind  are  required?  5.  What  number  and  description  of  officers  should  be  attached  to  each  navy 
yard?     Upon  these  points  the  Commissioners  have  unanimously  decided  as  follows: 

1.  That  three  navy  yards,  and  three  only,  are  necessary. 

2.  That  each  of  three  yards  should  have  attached  to  them  a  dry  dock  suitable  for  docking  the  largest 
class  of  ships;  and  each  yard  sufficiently  capacious  to  accommodate  five  sail  of  the  line  and  ten  frigates; 
and  should,  moreover,  have  storehouses,  shears,  and  every  other  convenience. 

3.  That  all  the  sites  now  occupied  as  navy  yards  are  not  suitable  for  the  purpose. 

The  sites  at  Charlestown,  Massachusetts,  and  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  are,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commission- 
ers, unexceptionable;  but,  from  their  proximity  to  each  other,  they  are  not  both  deemed  to  be  necessary. 
Of  these  two,  that  at  Charlestown  is  entitled  to  the  preference,  because  it  has  many  improvements  which 
that  at  Portsmouth  has  not;  is  situated  in  a  harbor  equally  safe  and  defensible;  is  equally,  if  not  more 
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accessible;  and  is  immediately  in  the  neighborhood  of  a  large,  populous,  and  wealthy  city,  affording 
artificers,  laborers,  and  materials  in  more  abundance  than  could  be  expected  at  Portsmouth.  New  York 
is  objectionable  on  account  of  its  barred  harbor,  which  can  only  be  navigated  by  frigates;  and  only  then 
in  safety  by  those  of  a  light  draft  of  water;  in  addition  to  whicli,  it  is  obstructed  at  times  by  ice.  Phila- 
delphia is  liable  to  the  same  objections.  The  danger  of  navigating  the  Delaware,  and  its  obstruction  by 
ice,  are  obvious.  You  cannot  carry  to  Philadelphia  more  than  eighteen  feet  of  water,  over  which  no  ship 
of  the  line  or  heavy  frigate  could  be  taken  without  the  agency  of  camels  or  other  buoyant  preparation. 
The  yard  at  Baltimore  is  useless,  owing  to  the  shoalness  of  the  navigation  by  which  it  must  be  approached, 
and  its  great  distance  from  the  sea.  The  yard  at  Washington,  when  viewed  as  a  building  yard  only, 
would  be  less  objectionable  were  the  navigation  deeper  and  the  obstructions  fewer;  but,  it  is  the  decided 
opinion  of  the  board  that  these  obstructions  and  its  distance  from  the  sea  render  it  unsuitable  for  every 
other  purpose  than  that  of  a  building  yard.  The  yard  at  Norfolk  is  objectionable  on  the  following 
grounds:  the  navigation  is  too  shoal  for  line  of  battle  ships,  and  the  passage  difficult  for  vessels  of  every 
class.  Ships  can  at  no  time  go  to  sea  with  the  same  wind  with  which  they  leave  the  yard;  neither  can 
they  get  to  sea  at  all,  while  an  enemy  of  superior  force  shall  be  in  possession  of  Hampton  Roads,  as  was 
demonstrated  by  the  detention  of  the  Constellation  during  the  whole  of  our  late  war.  To  the  yard  at 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  no  vessel  of  a  larger  class  than  a  sloop-of-war  can  at  any  time  approach; 
and  then  only  wlien  the  tide  is  up,  and  with  great  risk.  The  board  cannot,  at  this  time,  designate  all 
tlie  places  in  the  United  States  most  eligible  for  the  establishment  of  navy  yards.  From  their  own 
observations,  and  the  documents  in  their  possession,  they  incline  to  the  opinion  that  Rhode  Island,  and 
York  river,  Virginia,  offer  the  greatest  advantages.  Of  this,  however,  they  have  determined  to  inform 
themselves  more  fully,  by  employing  suitable  persons  to  examine  these  two  places. 

4.  Dry  docks  are  absolutely  necessary.  They  should,  at  least,  consist  of  three  in  number;  sufficiently 
large  to  dock  the  largest  class  of  ships,  and  be  furnished  with  locks  or  steam  engines. 

5.  Upon  this  point,  the  board  determined  that  to  each  navy  yard  the  following  officers  and  persons 
should  be  attached,  viz:  One  superintendent,  rank  not  below  post  captain;  two  lieutenants;  one  master; 
one  purser;  one  storekeeper;  one  boatswain;  one  gunner;  one  carpenter;  one  sailmaker;  one  mastmaker; 
one  blacksmith;  one  armorer;  one  blockmaker;  one  boatbuilder;  one  joiner;  one  measurer  and  inspector 
of  timber. 

In  forming  their  opinions  with  respect  to  the  navy  yards  now  belonging  to  the  United  States,  the 
Commissioners  have  considered  that  every  obstruction  to  navigation  constituted  a  serious  objection  to  a 
yard;  that  the  greater  the  difficulty  of  navigation,  the  stronger  the  objection;  and  viewing  the  navy  as  it 
now  is,  composed  of  ships  of  the  line  and  heavy  frigates,  as  well  as  smaller  vessels,  they  have  decidedly 
objected  to  every  yard  which  could  not  be  safely  and  conveniently  approached  by  ships  of  the  largest 
class.  In  deciding  upon  the  number  of  navy  yards  which  we  ought  to  possess,  they  had  reference  to  the 
present  state  of  the  navy,  and  its  gradual  increase,  and  in  this  view  they  considered  three  yards  as  abso- 
lutely necessary.  Wlien  our  navy  shall  be  extended,  the  size  of  the  navy  yards  may,  if  necessary,  be 
proportionately  increased. 

In  the  hope,  sir,  that  from  your  practical  information  upon  nautical  subjects,  you  will  concur  in 
opinion  with  the  Commissioners,  they  proceed  respectfully  to  recommend: 

1st.  That  most  of  the  public  stores  now  belonging  to  the  Navy  Dej^artment,  at  the  navy  yards  now 
in  use,  and  not  absolutely  necessary  f(jr  the  use  of  frigates  and  smaller  vessels,  be  collected  and  deposited 
in  the  Navy  yard  at  Charlestown,  Massachusetts.* 

-2d.  That  all  the  largest  class  of  vessels  of  the  navy  be  ordered,  until  other  yards  can  be  established, 
to  make  that  port  their  place  of  general  rendezvous  on  their  arrival  in  the  United  States,  unless  on  extra- 
ordinary occasions  a  departure  from  this  rule  should  be  necessary. 

3d.  That,  should  the  yard  in  Massachusetts  be  deficient  in  any  of  the  officers  considered  by  the  Com- 
missioners as  necessary,  the  deficiency  be  immediately  supplied  by  proper  appointments  to  the  vacant 
stations. 

4th.  That,  of  the  appropriation  for  navy  yards,  a  considerable  sum  be  held  in  reserve  for  such 
improvements  as  may  be  found  necessary  to  the  yard  at  Charlestown. 

5th.  That  a  capacious  dry  dock  be  immediately  commenced  at  that  yard.  The  Commissioners  on  the 
subject  of  navy  yards  having  solely  in  view  the  improvement  of  the  Navj'  yard  at  Charlestown,  and  the 
formation  of  two  others,  will  confine  their  attention  chiefly  to  those  objects.  They  will,  however,  at  the 
same  time,  use  every  eflbrt  to  gain  a  perfect  knowledge  of  every  circumstance  relating  to  navy  yards  in 
general,  and  when  they  shall  have  been  perfectly  informed  on  the  subjects  to  which  you  have  directed 
their  attention,  by  the  I'eports  of  commanders  on  the  different  stations,  and  other  sources  of  information, 
they  will  be  enabled  to  report  to  you,  fully,  the  state  of  the  navy  yards  now  in  use;  but  at  this  time,  and 
with  their  own  knowledge  of  circumstances,  they  recommend,  in  the  most  unhesitating  manner,  that,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Navy  yard  at  Charlestown,  no  further  expense  should  be  incurred  on  those  now  in  use. 
With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  RODGERS,  President. 

Hon.  B.  W.  CKOWNi>fSHiELD,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

*  The  Commissioners,  in  recommending  this,  are  desirous  of  avoiding  the  inconvenience  and  expense  attending  land  transportation 
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21sT  CoxGRESs.T  No.    410.  [-|j^  Session. 

CLAIM  TO  PRIZE  MONEY  ON  BEHALF  OF  THE  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  A  SEAJfAN  KILLED  IN 
THE  BATTLE  OF  LAKE  CHAMPLAIN. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    FEBRUARY    5,     1830. 

Navy  Department,  Febi-uary  1,  1830. 
Sir:  In  reply  to  the  several  inquiries  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  22d  ultimo,  in  relation  to  the 
claim  for  prize  money  preferred  by  James  L.  Ridgeley,  administrator  of  Edward  Moore,  ordinary  seaman 
-who  was,  in  Septoiiiber,  1814,  killed  in  the  battle  on  Lake  Champlain,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to 
you  a  copy  of  a  report  made  by  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  and  a  statement  furnished  by  George 
Beale,  Esq.,  prize  agent,  which,  together,  contain,  it  is  believed,  full  information  on  all  the  points  speci- 
fied by  the  honorable  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c.,  JOHN  BRANCH. 

Hon.  Michael  Hoffman,  Chairman  Naval  Committee,  Huuse  of  Representatives. 


Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditors  Office,  January  25,  1830. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  the  reference  made  to  me  of  the  enclosed  letter  from  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs,  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  relative  to  the  claim  of  James  L.  Ridgeley,  adminis- 
trator of  Edward  Moore,  for  prize  money,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that,  on  the  3d  March,  1815,  Congress 
passed  an  act  authorizing  the  amount  of  the  valuation  of  each  captured  vessel  of  the  British  squadron,  on 
Lake  Champlain,  to  be  distributed  among  the  captors  or  their  heirs,  provided  the  amount  should  not  exceed 
$400,000. 

That  the  amount  of  the  valuations  appears  to  have  been  $310,000. 

That  an  apportionment  of  this  sum  was  made  amongthe  captors,  and  the  sum  of  $120.42  was  assigned 
to  Edward  Moore,  who  was  killed  in  the  battle,  but  has  never  been  paid. 

That  the  whole  $310,000  has  been  paid  out  of  the  Treasury,  and  accounted  for,  except  $10,  which  was 
carried  to  tliesurjjlus  fund. 

That  the  sum  of  $290,438.19  of  this  money  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  George  Bealc,  a  purser  in  the 
navy,  and  prize  agent,  for  distribution. 

That,  ill  his  settlement  with  this  otBce,  he  appears  to  have  produced  receipts  for  the  whole  sum  placed 
in  his  hamls,  except  $18,863.10. 

That  this  sum.  viz:  $18,863.10,  was  carried  to  his  credit  in  a  settlement  made  in  this  office.  May  29, 
1823,  upon  his  producing  powers  of  attorney  from  the  seamen,  authorizing  him  to  receive  such  prize  money 
as  might  be  allotted  to  them,  dated  mostly  on  the  11th  September  and  26th  December,  1814.  And  that  it 
is  not  known,  nor  is  it  believed,  that  this  sum,  or  any  considerable  portion  thereof,  has  ever  been,  or  ever 
will  be,  claimed  or  distributed;  and  that  it  has  been,  by  the  said  agent,  applied  to  his  own  private  use 
and  emolument. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  AMOS  KENDALL. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

P.  S. — The  funds  assigned  to  the  above  object  were  disbursed  as  follows: 

By  George  Beale,  as  above $290,438  19 

By  White  Youngs 13,853  49 

By  amount  paid  Lieut.  Robert  Harley  from  the  Treasury,  through  B.  L.  Lear,  as  his  share  5,698  32 

$309,990  00 


A  statement  of  the  disbursement  of  prize  money  on  Lake  Champlain. 

Whole  amount  received $290,438  19 

Amount  disbursed,  per  statements  at  Fourth  Auditor's  office,  including  $120.42  paid  to  heirs 

of  Peter  Hanson  since  last  statement 290,577  49 

$139  30 
Still  due  to  the  heirs  of  dead  men 3 ,  233  43 

Deficiency 3,312  73 

The  above  deficiency  arises  from  the  following  payments  by  order  of  tlie  Secretary  ot  the 

Navy,  viz: 

Lieutenant  Perry $2,012  75 

Lieutenant  Loomis 1 ,  043  20 

Private  Masters* 120  42 

Private  Herrick* 120  42 

Private  Jordan 120  42 

3,417   21 

$44  48 

January  28,  18S0.  GEORGE  BEALE. 

•  Theec  men  were  in  the  first  instance  omitted  through  raiatake,  but  afterwards  placed  on  the  prize  list. 
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2  1st  Congress.]  No.    4ll.  [1st  Session. 

ON  THE  NATURE,  AMOUNT,  AND  OBJECT.S  OF  THE  PRIVATEER  PENSION  FUND. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    FEBRUARY    9,    1830. 

Mr.  DoRSEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  December,  1829,  reported  on  so  much  thereof  as 
relates  to  the  privateer  pension  fund: 

That,  soon  after  the  late  declaration  of  war  against  Greai  Britain,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
authorized  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  to  be  granted;  and  by  the  act  of  June  26,  1812,  provided  for 
the  creation  of  a  privateer  pension  fund,  by  setting  apart  two  '  e  centum  of  tlie  net  amount  of  all  prize 
money  arising  from  captures  and  recaptures  made  by  the  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,  as 
a  fund  for  the  support  and  maintenance  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  such  persons  as  may  be  slain,  and 
of  such  persons  as  may  be  disabled  and  wounded  on  board  of  such  vessels,  in  any  engagement  with  the 
enemy,  to  be  distributed  in  such  manner  as  shall  thereafter  be  provided  by  law. 

That  by  the  act  of  February  13,  1813,  the  pensions  charged  on  this  fund,  in  favor  of  those  who  shall 
have  been  ivounded  or  otherivise  disabled  in  any  engagement  with  the  enemy,  were  graduated. 

That,  by  the  act  of  August  2,  1813,  the  benefit  of  this  fund  was  extended  to  any  officer,  seaman,  or 
marine,  of  any  private  armed  ship,  who  shall  have  been  wounded  or  otherwise  disabled  in  the  line  of  their 
duty. 

That  the  act  of  14th  March,  1814,  extended  the  benefit  of  this  fund  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the 
officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  who  shall  have  died  by  reason  of  wounds  received,  by  enacting  "  that  if 
any  officer,  seaman,  or  marine,  serving  on  board  of  any  private  armed  ship  or  vessel,  shall  have  died, 
since  the  18th  day  of  June,  1812,  by  reason  of  wounds  received  in  the  line  of  his  duty,  leaving  a  widow, 
and  if  no  widow,  a  child  or  children  under  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  such  widow,  and  if  no  widow,  such  child 
or  children,  shall  be  placed  on  the  privateer  pension  list,  and  shall  be  allowed  half  the  monthly  pension  to 
which  the  rank  of  the  deceased  would  have  entitled  him,  for  the  highest  rate  of  disability;  which  allow- 
ance shall  continue  for  five  years.  But  in  case  of  the  death  or  intermarriage  of  such  widow,  before  the 
expiration  of  the  term  of  five  years,  the  half  pay  for  the  remainder  of  the  term  shall  go  to  the  child  or 
children  of  the  deceased;  provided,  that  the  half  pay  shall  cease  on  the  death  of  such  child  or  children; 
and  the  several  pensions,  directed  to  be  paid  by  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  paid  out  of  the 
privateer  pension  fund,  and  from  no  other. 

That  the  act  of  April  16th,  1818,  extended  the  benefit  of  this  fund  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  of  those  who  shall  have  died  in  consequence  of  accident  or  casualty,  by 
enacting  "  that  if  any  officer,  seaman,  or  marine  shall  have  died,  since  the  eighteenth  day  of  June,  1812, 
in  consequence  of  any  accident  or  casualty  which  occurred  while  in  the  line  of  his  duty  on  board  of  a 
private  armed  vessel,  leaving  a  widow,  and  if  no  widow,  a  child  or  children,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
is  hereby  authorized  to  place  such  widow,  child,  or  children  on  the  pension  list;  and  to  allow  such  widow, 
child,  or  children  the  same  monthly  pension  as  if  the  deceased  had  died  by  reason  of  wounds  received  in 
the  line  of  his  duty;  provided,  that  all  moneys  paid  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  priva- 
teer pension  fund,  and  from  no  other.'" 

That  the  pensions  granted  to  the  widows  and  orphans,  under  the  preceding  acts  of  Congress,  were 
extended  for  a  further  term  of  five  years  after  the  respective  expiration  of  the  same,  by  the  acts  of  April 
9th,  1824,  and  of  26th  May,  1824. 

It  appears  from  a  statement  furnished  by  the  late  Secretary  of  the  Navj'^,  on  the  21st 

February,  1828,  that  this  fund  consisted  of  stocks  amounting  at  one  time  to  the  sum  of  $209,580  65 
That  there  had  been  expended  thereof,  before  1827,  the  sum  of 138,882  41 

Leaving  a  balance  of  this  sum $70, 698  24 

Leaving  the  annual  interest  of 4 ,  241  89 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  of  the  Uth  February,  1829,  states  this  sum  had 

beenfurther  reduced  to  the  sum  of ." 63,272  50 

Yielding  an  annual  interest  of 4,210  60 

The  present  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  his  official  communication  of  the  7th  January,  1830,  states 
that  there  had  been  a  further  reduction  of  the  principal,  and  that  it  amounts  now  only  to  the  sum  of 
$53,115;  that  this  sum  is  unproductive,  as  the  stock  in  which  it  was  invested  has  been  redeemed. 

By  the  estimate,  furnished  the  committee  from  the  Dei)artment,  it  will  require  $6,054,  annually,  to 
satisfy  the  invalid  pensions  charged  on  this  fund.  And  if  Congress  shall  deem  it  expedient  to  revive  the 
pensions  to  the  widows,  which  have  expired,  that  then  the  sum  of  $10,495  will  be  required  to  pay  the 
invalid  and  ividows'  pensions. 

From  this  view  of  the  present  cniKlitinn  of  the  fund,  it  appears  that  the  annual  interest  on  the 
balance  of  the  fund,  if  reinvested,  will  imt  he  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  invalid  pensions  charged  thereon. 

The  Secretary  states  that  alnidsi  all  the  iiciisions  granted  heretofore  to  the  widows  have  expired. 

It  is  submitted,  therefore,  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  whether  the  pensions  to  the  widows 
shall  be  extended  for  a  further  period  of  five  years,  and  if  a  provision  shall  be  made,  in  aid  of  the  remain- 
ing balance,  sufficient  to  pay  pensions  granted  to  the  invalid  and  the  widow. 

If  the  committee  were  disposed  to  concede  that  the  abandonment,  by  the  universal  compact  of  the 
civilized  world,  of  the  right  of  war  on  private  property  on  the  ocean  would  conduce  to  the  moral 
improvement  of  mankind,  yet  they  cannot  but  believe  that,  so  long  as  other  nations  practice  it,  so  long 
ought  it  to  be  the  policy  of  this  government  to  encourage  its  citizens  to  embark  a  portion  of  their  capital 
in  fitting  out  private  ships-of-war,  to  cruise  against  and  destroy  the  commerce  and  resources  of  the 
enemy. 

The  genius  of  our  government  and  the  jealousies  of  our  people  are  adverse   to  the  building  up  of 
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an  expensive  navy.  Private  armed  ships  supply  the  absence  of  a  national  marine,  so  far  as  the  war 
shall  be  direct.'.l  a-'iiiiist  the  commerce  of  the  enemy,  and  leave  our  national  ships  at  liberty  to  convoy 
our  merchant  \-cssrls  ami  defend  our  seaboard. 

The  exi.erinac  ,,r  iwu  wars  has  proved,  beyond  all  controversy,  that  the  distresses  inflicted  on  the 
commerce  of  the  enemy,  by  the  spirited  operations  of  our  privat*  armed  ships,  contributed  much,  very 
much,  to  render  tlie  war  against  us  unpopular  with  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  cause  them  to 
press  their  ministers  to  seek  a  peace. 

This  g-overnment  was  essentially  sustained,  at  a  period  of  great  pecuniary  embarrassments,  by  the 
duties  paid  into  the  Treasury,  arising  from  the  very  valuable  prizes  captured  and  brought  into' port  by 
our  privateers. 

The  committee  have  sought  information  from  the  Treasury  Department  as  to  the  amount  of  the 
benefit  received  by  the  government  from  these  captures.  They  submit,  herewith,  the  statement  procured, 
and  regret  that  it  is  not  more  specific  as  to  the  amount.  The, public  journals  of  the  day  give  us  the  prize 
list,  shuwing  that  1,408  vessels  were  captured  and  destroyed. 

The  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  accompanying  this  report,  verifies  the  interesting  fact  that 
our  private  armed  ships  captured  more  British  seamen,  during  the  last  wai-,  than  the  whole  of  our  o-allant 
navy. 

Humanity  forbids  iis  to  withhold  from  the  widows  of  those  gallant  citizens,  whose  exertions  thus 
contribu^od  si  effectnally  to  tiic  geinM-al  defence,  and  whose  lives  were  sacrificed  while  thus  toiling  to 
enrich  thr  naiiM.,  ;i),,l  i,,  distuv-s  tlic  (■ii.'iiy,  in  their  old  age,  that  pittance  which  the  providence  of'^the 
goveniiiii'iii  jir-'vi^ii-d  I' .r  tlinn  in  their  ymithful  days. 

Thr  cuiiuiiittce,  ihrn-l'mv,  unite  in  opinion  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  that  policy,  justice,  and 
humanity  require  that  the  pensions  to  the  widows  should  be  renewed,  and  that  provisimi  slimihl  Ik-  made 
for  this  purpose  from  the  public  treasury,  in  aid  of  the  balance  of  the  privateer  pension  finid,  and  thus 
prevent  its  entire  absorption;  and  for  these  objects  they  beg  leave  to  report  a  bill. 


Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  relating  to  the  jorivateer pendov  fund. 

N.WY  Departmf.xt,  January  1,  1830. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  reply  to  your  communication,  dated  the  21st  ult.,  enclosing  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  subject  of  the  privateer  pension 
fund,  and  asking  information  respecting  the  progress  of  the  fund  for  the  past  year;  its  income;  the 
pensions  chargeable  on  it;  their  kinds;  its  present  condition;  and  the  future  prcibalnlity  of  the  charges 
on  it;  together  with  tlie  opinion  of  the  Department  on  the  subject  of  the  measure  prnjioscd  in  the  report. 

1.   As  respects  the  progress  of  the  fund  for  the  past  year. 

It  has  continued  to  afford  relief  to  those  who  were  disabled,  as  well  as  to  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  those  slain  or  lost,  during  the  late  war, 'on  board  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States.  To 
satisfy  the  claims  of  pensionei's  of  the  above  description,  admitted  under  the  several  acts  of  Congress, 
remittances  were  made  during  the  year  1829,  to  the  respective  agencies,  to  tlic  amount  of  $10,495.39;  to 
effect  which,  sales  of  stock  belonging  to  the  fund  had  to  be  made  in  the  months  of  June  and  December 
last,  to  the  amount  of  $6,444.57. 

2.    As  respects  its  income. 

The  income  during  the  last  year  amounted  to  $3,421.23,  being  the  interest  which  accrued  on  the 
stock  belonging  to  the  fund. 

3.    As  respects  the  pensions  chargenhle  on  the  fund;  and  their  kinds. 

The  pensions  which  are  chargeable  are  those  -aantf d  under  authority  of  the  acts  of  Congress  of  the 
13th  of  February  and  2d  of  August,  1813,  to  /irryms  ,li.-iih/,'d;  and  to  the  widoivs  and  orphans  of  persons 
slain  or  lost,  in  pri\:ate  armed  vessels,  under  tiie  scvrral  acts  of  Congress,  approved  4ih  of  March,  1814; 
16th  April,  IMS;  and  9th  of  April  and  26th  of  May,  1824:  no  |.onsions  haviii-  born  granted  under  the 
2d.se.-tion  ol  il,o  ;,,-t  approved  23d  May,  1828.  The  number  ol  /.,r..„„s  .li^nhh;!,  autlioiizod  to  receive 
pensions,  i.-,  i/./nh/sij:.  Some  of  these,  however,  are  probably  diad,  as  tiny  have  not  lor  yi  ars  ilahned 
payment  of  the  pt-nsions  to  which  they  are  entitled.  The  penbion.s  of  invalid.s  continue  during  disability, 
and  are  graduated  according  to  the  extent  of  the  injury  sustained;  and  the  continuance  and  degree  of 
disability  have  to  be  proved  biennially.     Of  these  86  invalid  pensioners, 

Two  are  entitled  to $20    per  month  each. 

One  is  entitled  to « 15    per  month. 

Three  are  entitled  to 12    per  month  each. 

Two  are  entitled  to 10    Ptu-  month  each. 

Two  are  entitled  to 9    pei'  month  each. 

Four  are  entitled  to •        8    per  month  each. 

Three  are  entitled  to "<     V^^'  me"th  each. 

Twenty-five  are  entitled  to 6    per  month  each. 

Twelve  are  entitled  to , 5    per  month  each. 

Eighteen  are  entitled  to 4    per  month  each. 

One  is  entitled  to 31  per  month. 

Eleven  are  entitled  to 3    per  month  each. 

Two  are  entitled  to 2    per  month  each. 

To  satisfy  all  these  claims  the  sum  of  $6,054  per  annum  is  requisite. 

The  widows  and  orphans   to  whom  pensions  have   been  granted,  have,  excepting  in  sixteen  cases, 
VOL.  Ill 63  L 
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received  the  fifteen  years'  allowance  as  authorized  by  law,  and  the  pensions  have  of  course  been  discon- 
tinued. Of  these  sixteen  cases,  fourteen  will  expire  on  the  1st  day  of  February  next,  one  on  the  4th  day 
of  March,  and  the  last  one  on  the  1st  day  of  April.  To  satisfy  the  balance  of  pensions  remaining  due  on 
these  cases,  the  sum  of  $162.80  will  be  sufficient. 

4.  As  respects  the  present  condition  of  the  fund. 

The  last  report  from  the  Department,  showing  the  condition  of  the  fund,  was  made  to  tlie  honorable 
committee  of  which  you  are  chairman,  on  the  11th  of  February  last.  At  that  time  the  fund  consisted  of 
stock  til  the  uinmint  of  $63,2T2.50.  In  June  last,  tn  ni'M't  the  semi-annual  payment,  falling  due  on  the  1st 
of  -Tuly,  it  liccairie  necessary  to  sell  stock  t"  ihr  aiiMmnt  of  $3,712.8T;  and,  in  the  last  month,  to  provide 
for  the  ]iayniciits  due  on  the  1st  instant,  a  fiirtlicr  sali'  to  the  amount  of  $2,731.10  became  unavoidable. 
Tiie  stock  of  the  fund  was  all  redeemed  on  the  1st  instant,  and  the  fund  is  now  reduced  to  the  sum  of 
$.53,115.06,  which  remains  in  the  Treasury,  unproductive,  and  it  must  continue  so  until  an  oppoi'tunity 
presents  for  its  reinvestment,  or  such  other  disposition  of  it  as  shall  be  directed  by  Congress. 

5.  As  respects  the  future  probability  of  the  charges  on  the  fund. 

It  is  difficult  to  estimate  the  future  charges  on  the  fund,  or  anticipate  with  precision  the  claims  Avhich 
may  hereafter  l>c  ]ircsciit(Ml.  Ap|)licatiniis  j'nr  pciisimis  are  yet  occasionally  made;  and  within  the  last 
year  or  two  a  i'vw  iii(li\'ichials  succucilid  in  cstalilir-liiii'.^-  tlicir  claims.  It  is  not  probable,  however,  that 
many  new  <-ascs  will  appear.  It  mav  be  cstimatiil,  with  inucli  confidence,  that  $5,000  per  annum  will  be 
amply  sufficient  to  ,lis.-liai-c  all  .■laims  a-ainsl   the  Inn. I. 

I  have  L:-i\('n  to  tlic  nicasni'c  n'omiincndnl  in  tlic  report  of  the  committee  as  much  consideration  as 
the  urgent  ami  innltil'arions  iluti<'s  of  the  lii'jiariinent  ]ierinitteil ;  and  I  concur  with  the  committee  in  the 
belief  that  smnnl  pnlin/,  as  well  as  hiiuioin/i/  to  ijie  wi.lows  of  those  gallant  and  patriotic  men,  slain  or 
lost  in  tlie  private  ann."'.!  vessi'ls  otth.>  Tnitcl  States,  jn-iilies  an  appropriation  in  aid  of  the  fund. 

Tlie  scale  propo.sed  for  the  grailiiation  of  the  pensions  to  in\aliils  ami  widows  reduces  the  allowance 
of  the  fonner  al.out  unr-tlii rd,  and  of  the  lattei'  more  than  llinv-liftlis.  Applying  this  principle  to  the 
amount  allowed  by  existing  laws  to  the  invalitls,  ahout  St,li(lU  annually  will"  be  sufficient  to  liquidate 
their  claims,  and  if  extended  to  the  widows,  estimating  that  only  120  of  the  161  to  whom  relief  was 
granted  under  the  acts  of  1824  will  apply  for  renewal,  a  sum  less  than  $5,000  annually  will  pay  all  their 
pensions. 

The  widows  and  orphans  of  161  persons,  pensioned  under  the  acts  of  9th  of  April  and  26th  of  May, 
1824,  were  paid  conformably  to  the  provisions  of  the  said  laws,  in  the  following  manner,  viz: 

10  at  the  rate  of $20  per  month  each. 

22  at  the  late  ot 12  per  month  each. 

31)  at  the  rate  of 10  per  month  each. 

26  at  the  late  of 8  per  month  each. 

67  at  the  rate  of 6  per  month  each. 

161 

To  pay  the  above  claims  the  sum  of  $17,208  was  annually  required. 

Were  tlie  pensions  of  the  widows  and  orphans  graduated  by  the  scale  proposed  in  the  report  of  the 
committee,  tliey  would  be  paid  as  follows: 

10  at  the  rate  of $5    per  month  each. 

22  at  the  rate  of 4    per  month  each. 

36  at  the  rate  of 3|  per  month  each. 

26  at  the  rate  of. 3"  per  month  each. 

67  at  the  rate  of 2|  per  month  each. 

161   as  before,  and  requiring  annually,  for  the  payment  of  all,  only  the  sum  of  $6,114. 

From  a  comparison  of  the  preceding  results,  it  appears  that  the  sum  of  §9.000  per  annum  maybe 
estimated  as  sntlicient  to  satisfy  the  pensions  of  the  invalids  and  widows,  if  rednced  as  the  report  proposes. 

If  a  redn.-tion  in  the  anioniit  of  allMW,,nc..  he  una voi.laMe.  or  if  an  appropriation  in  aid  of  the  fund 
shall  not  lie  uhtained,  I  would  urge  on  the  consideration  of  the  coiinnitte<'  the  jn-opriety  of  permitting  the 
widows  to  participate  fully,  with  the  maimed  survivors,  in  the  benefits  to  be  realized  from  the  residue  of 
the  fund. 

But  I  would  respectfully  submit  to  the  liberality  of  the  Committee,  whether  the  measure  contemplated 
does  not  place  the  pittance  of  relief  too  low;  and  whether  it  would  not  be  more  in  accordance  with  the 
generous  feelings  of  the  nation,  and  better  calculated  to  promote  its  permanent  interests,  to  make  provi- 
sion by  law  for  a  continuance  of  pensions  to  the  few  invalids  and  widows  that  remain,  at  the  rate 
formerh-  allowed. 

For  the  accomplishment  of  this  desiralde  oliject.  laudaMe  in  its  nature,  and  much  required  by  the 
necessities  of  the  claimants,  it  is  r(inir.<i/,,  rrr,,iiiiiir,i,/r,l  to  the  Committee  of  Naval  Affairs  of  the  House  of 
Kepresentatives,  to  report  a  bill   which   shall,   in  the  most   suitaMc  njode,  provide  the  relief  suggested. 

PerlKqis  a  simple  and  efficient  process  \v\\\  l>c  to  authorize  the  issue  of  certificates  of  stock,  bearing 
interest,  fir  the  balance  of  the  privateer  pension  fund,  $53,115.06,  and  such  additional  sum  as  may  be 
thought  ade.piate  and  proper,  and  to  empower  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  receive  from  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States  send-annually,  uiioii  surrendering  an  equal  value  of  the  stock,  such  an  amount  of  money 
as  may,  witli  the  interest  then  due  and  available,  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  claims  for  pensions  charge- 
able on  the  fund. 

The  privateer  pension  fund  has,  it  is  believed,  never  sustained  loss  by  mismanagement;  and  by  the 
adoption  of  the  mode  suggested,  it  will  be  effectually  shielded  from  the  inconvenience  and  evils  resulting 
from  injudicious  investments;  its  resources  will  be  certain,  and  adequate  to  the  end  proposed;  no  money 
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will  at  any  time  be  unproductive,  nor  more  bo  required  than  shall  be  indispensably  necessary;  and  when 
the  benevolent  ubjccls  f.ir  which  the  fund  was  created  and  maintained  shall  have  been  fulfilled,  it  will 
revert  to  the  Trcasurv  and  constitute  a  portion  of  the  public  wealth  of  the  United  States. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  BRANCH. 

Hon.  Michael  HoFt'MAX,  Chairman  Naval  Committee,  House  of  Rejyresentatives. 


Treasury  Departmext,  Januanj  2G,  1830. 
Sir:  In  comiiliance  with  the  request  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  20th  instant,  T  have  the  honor  to 
transmit  a  staleiin'iit  shnwing  the  amount  of  duties  paid  on  prize  i^nmU  bron-iit  inti.  the  United  States  by 

■     ■      '    -esscls  (luring-  the  years  1814  and   1815.      As  the  diilics  ,,n   prize   -^mmIs  were  not  distin- 

isly  to  the  year  1814,  the  statement  cannot  }„■  ivn.l.T.d  Himv  romplete 
amount  ..f  tunna-r  duly  on  v..s..Hs  captured  durin-  the  h,!,.  war,  by  private 
r,.rtainrd  at  the  Tn'asmy,  as  tlcy  ar,>  not  in  all  casrs  dcsi-natcd  in  the  col- 
inir  iva.on.  the  nunibrr  and  toinia-r  of  the  private  armed  vrss.ds,  during-  the 
.Tily  slat.M.  And,  as  it  will  require  a  very  extensive  examination,  and  con- 
n  an  inipcrfeii  statement  of  these  matters,  I  will  thank  you  to  signify  the 

The  records  of  the  Treasury  Depai  tment  do  not  exhibit  the  number  of  guns  belonging  to  the  private 
jed  vessels  of  the  United  States,  or  tiieir  prizes,  during  the  late  war. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  D.  INGHAM,   Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Hon.  Michael  Hoffman-,   Chairman  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  House  of  Representatives  of  Ike  U.  S. 
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Depautment  of  State,    Washington,  Jaiiuary  22,   1830. 
Mithael  Hoffman,  Esq.,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  H.  R.: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  von,  herewith,  the  co],v  of  a  lett.^r  from  the  Fifth  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  to  whom  1  ref.Tred  vonrs  of  th.^  2(lll,  inslani,  which  will  serve  as  the  Im'sI  answer  that  I  can 
give  to  the  inquiries  wlii.'h  you  proposed  by  that  1,'lter,  in  behalf  of  the  r,,inn,il  (.•.■,  relative  to  the  nr.mber 
of  prisoners  made  by  the  private  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States  during  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain;  and  to  be. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant,  M.  VAN  BUREN. 


Departmext  of  State,   Fifth  Auditors  Office,  January  21,  1830. 
Tlie  Hon.  Martin  Van  Buren,  Secretary  of  State: 

Sir:  In  answer  to  the  letter  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hoffman,  chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  of  the  20th  instant,  which  you  referred  to  me,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that,  from  a 
record  deposited  in  this  office  by  the  late  commissary  general,  of  the  prisoners  captured  from  the  enemy 
during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  it  appears  that  the  whole  number  captured  was  15,508. 

Of  which,  the  number  on  land  was 5, 165 

On  the  lakes,  by  public  armed  vessels 1 ,  485 

At  sea,  by  public  armed  vessels 2,905 

By  private  armed  vessels 4 ,  842 

Uncertain 511 

15,508 

The  record  does  not  furnish  the  means  of  ascertaining  the  number  captured  in  each  year,  nor  the 
different  grades  or  rank  of  the  prisoners  so  captured. 
The  letter  of  Mr.  Hoifman  is  herewith  returned. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant,  S.  PLEASONTON. 


21sT  Congress.]  No.    412.  [1st  Session. 

ANNUAL    REPORT    ON    THE    NAVY    PENSION   FUND    FOR    1829. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    FEBRUARY    15,     1830. 

Navv  Department,  February  13,  1830. 
Sir:  In  conformity  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  23d  of  April,  1800,  we  have  the  honor,  herewith,  to 
lay  before  Congress  the  annual  report  of  the  navy  pension  fund. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  &c.,  JNO.  BRANCH, 

J.  H.  EATON, 
S.  D.  INGHAM, 
Commissioners  of  the  N.  P.  Fund. 
The  honorable  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States. 
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TIic  c(niiini.<.<ini,rr^  of  the  navy  pension  fund  respectfulhj  make  the  following  report  on  the  concerns  thereof: 

Tlic  li^t  111  Illusions,  herewith  presented,  furnishes  the  information  usually  afforded  by  the  annual 
rcpiui ;  Mirli  as  till'  names  of  the  pensioners,  their  rank,  places  where  disabled,  and  the  amount  of  pensions 
granUMll..  ilMin,      (See  A.) 

1ji  ailditiuii  In  lliis,  there  is  now  given  much  miuutiiE  of  [information,  in  relation  to  pensions  granted 
to  wiilnws  ami  (ir|ihans,  not  found  on  the  records,  but  which  has  been  collected  by  laborious  examination 
into  tin'  iiiii;iiKil  papers  on  tile  deposited  in  the  office;  and  thereby  are  furnished  many  of  the  facts  called 
l(ir  by  the  re.-iolutious  of  the  House  of  Kepresentatives,  of  the  30th  January,  3d  February,  and  11th  Feb- 
ruary, 1S29,  and  subsequently  by  the  Coumiittee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  on  Naval  Affairs,  as 
aiipJa'is  by  the  correspondence  with  the  late  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  copies  of  which  are  herewith  annexed, 
marked  B. 

There  has  been  some  delay  in  furnishing  these  documents,  from  a  desire  to  make  the  report  as  full  as 
the  data  in  the  office  would  permit,  and  with  all  practicable  accuracy  in  its  details. 

It  is  very  possible  that  some  errors  may  have  found  a  place  in  statements  derived  from  such  various 
sources,  often  presentinjj,'  cdntradictnry  inlnrmation,  and  especially  in  that  pnrlionof  the  report  which 
attempts  to  designate  the  acts  i.f  Ciigicss  uiuliT  which  any  partieuhir  p.'nsi.m  may  have  been  granted. 
The  pension  rolls  afiurd  uu  inlnrmatidii  on  the  subject,  nor  do  the  cm  r<'sp..iidciirc  or  documents  filed  in 
the  office  give  much  aid.  The  cdursc  whicii  lias  been  pursued,  in  the  ,i;iiicral  slatemLUt  herewith  trans- 
mitted, is,  til  assi-u  the  i;raiii  nr  renewal  ef  the  pension  to  that  act  df  ('migress  which. seemed  to  authorize 
the  same,  and,  where  ihis  was  duulitlul.  m  leave  the  culumu  Idank,  cir  to  mark  it  as  unknown. 

It  is' nut  d()ul>ted  that  a  iiuinhei-  d  the  persons  named  in  this  list  have  died  since  the  date  of  the  last 
renewals  of  their  [leiisidiis.  Tlie  dliscuiit y  in  which  these  persons  spend  their  lives  makes  it  very  difficult 
to  obtain  any  intnnualiiiu  in  rehiiieu  lo  them;  and  it  is  from  their  silence  (considering-  their  generally 
necessitous  couditiun)  that  tlie  above  inference  is  drawn.  Their  names,  however,  remain  on  the  pension 
rolls,  and  serve  to  swell  the  size  of  the  volume  which  records  the  benevolent  intentions  of  the  government 
towards  them. 

It  is  proposed  (if  no  other  course  is  directed)  to  commence  regular  inquiries  as  to  the  fact  of  the 
death  of  those   pensioners   who   liave   made   no   application  for  tlie  payment  of  their  pension  during  the 

last years,  with  a  view  to  the  con-ectiou  of  the  b'st  now  anmially  reported  to  Congress. 

It  will  appear  from  an  exaininatiMii  ,,r  the  lislol  pension<Ts,  that  there  have  been  granted,  within  the 
year  1829,  to  decrepid  and  disabhd  ofli.'crs,  seamen  and  marines,  twenty  original  pensions,  amounting 
annually  to  $1,484;  and  to  tlie  widows  and  orphans  of  officers  killed,  or  who  otherwise  died  in  the  naval 
service  of  the  United  States,  two  ori-inal  iiensions. 

Of  these,  one  was  -ranted  lo  tlie  widow  of  Lieut.  Samuel  M.  Breckenridge,  killed,  while  in  the  line 
of  his  duty,  by  the  exph'ision  of  the  fulton,  at  the  Navv  yard,  at  New  York;  and  the  other  to  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Lieut.  S.  r.  Macaniber,  who  was  lost  in  the  tVan.jiort  <)iiaker,  6th  March,  1820. 

'I'he  lirst  of  these  was  u'raiiteil  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  (.'on-'ress  of  20th  January,  1813,  and 
the  second  under  tli.^  act  of  the  :;d  .Nhavii,  IMT,  the  ri^lii  to  which  ha.l  'been  reserved  by  the  proviso  of 
the  2d  section  of  tlie  act  of  22d  Janua  y,  Is^t,  wlii.li  rei.ealed  the  act  of  the  3d  March,  1817.  This  case, 
however,  lieiii;,;-  one  of  those  for  whn;h  the  law   had   not    |iro\  ided  for  the  renewal,  the  pension  expired  at 

It  will  be  seen,  by  an  inspeciion  n['  the  list  of  widow  and  (irphan  pensioners,  in  tlio  column  marked 
"  time  to  which  paid,""  that  many  ol'  these  have  not  b.'cn  paid  their  pensions  ior  sev.'ral  years  past.  The 
ru-(\suiiii>tioii  is,  thai,  of   the    lirst,  iiiaii\-  ha\-e    either    inlei-nia rried,  or  are    not    livin,-';    and,  of  the  orphan 

lis,  after  which  the  law  has  been  interpreted 

theiinaiicial  concerns  of  the  fund  with  reference  to  the 
•ral  statement  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements 

e  stocks  belonging  to  the  fund,  their  product  or 
es;  the  sums  disbursed  for  payments  of  pensions, 
all  other  puriiosc's,  and  the  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  to  the  credit 
the  31st  December,  Isi^n. 

been  addt'd  lists  of  pensions  granted  under  different  acts  of  Congress  for  several  successive 
the  sum  paid  to  each  individual  in  each  year,  (No.  2.) 

inenls,  it  is  believed,  give  a  fair  view  of  the  operation  of  tin'  act  of  the  .'id  March,  1817,  upon 
he  fund:  the  statement  for  the  year  1825,  from  which  it  coinmences,  shows  the  maximum 
till'  fund  for  the  pensions  accruing  under  that  act;  from  which  period,  the  demands  on  the 
act  have  been  gradually  diminishing,  in  consequence  of  the  operation  of  the  2d  section  of 
the  act  of  the  22d  January,  ]S-Hr 

It  will  be  seen,  also,  from   the  list  of  pensions   paid  to  widows  and  orphans,  under  the  acts  of  1813 
and  1814,  for  live  successive  j-ears,  from    1825  to    1829  inclusive,  that  the  number  of  claims  under  these    . 
laws  are  annually  diminishuig,  and  that  they  will  in  a  few  years   cease  to  be  an  important  charge  upon 
the  fund. 

There  are  also  herewith  transmitted  copies  from  the  books  of  the  Treasurer,  and  from  the  books  of 
the  licgister  of  the  Treasiuy,  showing  the  state  of  the  navy  pension  fund  for  the  year  1829.  These 
papers,  marked  o  and  4,  in  addition  to  those  above  referred  to,  it  is  believed,  furnish  all  the  information 
in  relation  to  the  liscal  concerns  of  the  navy  pension  fund,  necessary  to  exhibit  its  actual  state  and  con- 
dition on  the  31st  December,  1829. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted.     By  order  of  the  commissioners  of  the  navy  pension  fund. 

RICHARD  H.  BRADFORD,  Secretary  Navy  Pension  Fund. 
Navy  Department,  February  13,  1830. 
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B. 

House  of  Representatives,  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  December  15,  1828. 
Pir:  In  yonr  ropurt  to  tlie  President,  of  Xovcmber  21,  1828,  after  stating  the  rules  adopted  in  grant- 
ino-  iH'iisiiiiis  {n  tlic  \\idn\vs  and  oliililrrn  (if  dfliciTs,  seamen  and  marines,  you  add,  "Under  other  laws 
siimc  i.ciisiuiis  have  licrn  urantcil  and  rcn.'Wcd  m  the  widows  and  children  of  those  who  have  died  since 
the  ^val■;"  and  vuu  state  the  ainninit,  Imt  net  the  annual  pn.ilnct  nr  income  of  the  navy  pension  fund. 
The  (;<.nnnilti'.''..n  Aaval  Affairs  have  directed  me  tu  asli  uf  your  Department  full  and  detailed  informa- 
tii>n  as  t<i  these  pensions,  and  their  renewal,  the  annual  income  of  the  fund,  and  the  charge  it  has  paid; 
andesiH.cially: 

1.  What  art,'  the  number  and  amount  of  such  pensions,  under  what  laws  were  they  granted  and 
renewed,  to  whem  granted,  for  what  cause,  ami  when? 

2.  What  has  been  the  annual  product  nv  income  df  llie  navy  pension  fund  for  the  last  ten  years, 
includin.ii'  the  present?     And  what  amount  ef  peii>i..n  muney  has  it  paid  in  each  of  those  years? 

3.  What  annual  charge,  in  the  opiniun  nt  y.iur  Department,  weuM  lie  cieated  on  the  fund,  by  a 
re-enactment  of  the  act  of  March  3,  181T,  --ivin--  pensi.ms  t^  the  widows,  and  to  the  children  under 
sixteen  years  of  age,  of  ofScers,  seamen  and  marines,  who  should  die  iherculter,  or  should,  since  June  18, 
1812,  have  died  in  consequence  of  disease  contracted,  ur  of  casualties  or  injuries  received  while  in  the 
line  of  their  duty?  and  whether,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Department,  the  interests  of  the  nav}' or  country 
recjuire  its  re-enactment? 

The  connnittee  also  direct  me  to  ask  of  your  Department  information  relative  to  the  privateer  pension 
fund,  anil  the  pensions  of  widows  cliar,i;-ed  thert'iin.  Has  that  fund  been  reduced  by  any  loss?  and  if  so, 
■when,  from  what  cause,  how,  and  to  wliat  amount?  Should  no  addition  be  made  to  the  fund,  would  it, 
in  the  opinion  of  your  Depaitment,  promote  the  interests  of  the  naval  service  to  renew  the  expired  pen- 
sions to  widows,  charged  on  that  fund? 

The  special  inquiries  stated  in  this  note  are  not  intended  to  limit  the  information  sought  in  the 
general  statement  of  the  subjects  embraced  in  it. 

Soliciting  an  answer  as  soon  as  may  be,  I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant. 


Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


MICHAEL  HOFFMAN. 


Navy  Departmext,  January  26,  1829. 

Sir:  It  is  not  necessary  to  apologize  for  the  delay  in  answering  your  letter  of  the  15th  December,  as 
you  are  fully  apprised  of  the  cause. 

Your  first  inquiry  is,  what  is  the  number  and  amount  of  pensions  granted  to  widows  and  children  of 
those  who  have  died  since  the  war,  to  whom  granted,  and  for  what  cause,  and  when? 

The  laws  jiassed  since  tin-  f/'i<r  n/'  Ihe  war  have  not  been  construed  as  coniined  to  cases  arising  during 
the  war;  but  deaths  since  the  war,  (.if  persons  in  the  service,  and  from  tlie  causes  mentioned  in  the  laws, 
have  always  been  regarded  as  justifying  pensions  to  wi(hi^\s  and  children.  The  pensions,  thcui,  wdiich  are 
referred  to,  were  granted  under  all  the  laws  which  have  heen  passed  ior  uivin--  .and  r(  uewing  pensions 
since  the  war.  The  doubt  is,  whether  upon  the  x/rirf  litrraJ  cvii.<lni<il,iii.  mn/  jiinsinn  ,;,,i  /»■  granted  to 
widows  and  children,  if '  the  death  did  not  occur  during  tlie  war,  or  J'mm  ir,:ii,i</.<  rrrru:;]  dnrimj  the  war; 
still,  they  have  been  granted. 

Of  these  cases,  there  are  about  thirty-five.  They  have  been  granted  at  all  times  as  the  cases  arose. 
What  they  amount  to  can  only  be  told  by  a  separate  calculation  of  the  several  cases.  It  is  believed  they 
amount  to  about  $6,366  annu.illy.     See  j.aper  A. 

The  causes  are,  deaths  of  the  hitlnrs  .md  husbands,  occasioned  by  the  causes  mentioned  in  the  laws. 

In  answer  to  the  second  imiuiry,  the  ainiual  product  of  the  pension  fund  has  been  annually  stated  in 
the  reports  to  CoULiTess,  as  will  he  seen  hy  reference  to  the  documents. 

The  product  of  the  past  vear  .appears  in  the  register's  statement  herewith,  marked  B  and  0.  The 
product  has  varied  as  the  am(inut  of  the  fund  has  varied. 

On  the  third  inquiry,  it  is  impossible  to  anticipate  the  burden  which  would  be  created  by  a  renewal 
(if  the  law  of  IsiT.  There  are  cases  of  a  good  deal  of  interest,  which  exist  under  the  law  of  1817;  and  if 
the  law  coidd  he  so  guarded  as  not  to  make  it  too  general,  so  as  to  cmlirace  all  who  die  in  the  service,  it 
would  be  useful  to  renew  it.  It  should  be  contined  to  special  cases  of  hardship.  There  is  no  reason  why 
ordinary  deaths  in  the  service  should  give  pensions,  any  more  than  ordiuaiy  deaths  in  civil  ofiice. 

I  do  not  perceive  that  I  can,  without  special  inquiry  from  you,  give  any  information  respecting  the 
privateer  pension  fund,  which  is  not  embraced  in  my  report  to  the  President.  The  fund  has  not  been 
diminished  by  any  losses.  See  my  letter  to  you  of  21st  of  February,  1828,  document  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives Xo.  :*44. 

If  no  addition  is  to  be  made  to  the  fund,  I  think  it  would  not  promote  the  public  interest  to  renew 
the  pensions  to  ^vidows.  They  have  already  enjoyed  considerable  benefit  from  the  fund;  and  if  the 
balance  is  to  be  e.\|ienih'd  either  on  them  or  the  seamen  wlio  have  been  actually  wounded  and  still 
survive,  the  latier  ought  to  have  the  benefit.     Between  the  two,  they  ought  to  be  preferred. 

The  annual  report  of  the  ))ensions,  which  will  aflbrd  you  much  information,  has  been  sent  to  the  House. 
I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 

SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Hon.  Michael  Hoffmax,  Chairman  Naval  Committee,  House  of  Representatives. 


The  subjoined  list  contains,  it  is  believed,  all  the  names  which  (under  the  construction  placed  on  the 
laws  of  1824  and  1828)  must  be  left  otf  the  rolls  of  widowed  pensioners.  They  constitute  a  class  of  cases 
originating  from  causes  not  occurring  during  the  laie  war,  but  equally,  if  not  better  entitled  to  the  benefits 
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of  that  fund,  to  tlie  creation  and  increase  of  wliii 
and  to  which  services  their  lives  were  the  volui 


of  those  husbands  w 
ist  certain  sacrifice. 


istantly  devoted, 


.  Susan  Harraden.  , 
.  Margaret  Cununin 


,  Belinda  B..^ 
.  E.  M.  Shul.i: 
.  F.  M.  Lewi 


,  Mai 

,  Catharine  Carpent^ 

,  Catharine  Badger. 

,  Eliza  CuiiJ 


11.  Eliza  Cocke., 


.  Eliza  Ca 

.  Anne  M.  Clunet 

.  Eliza  Cooper 

.  Ellen  Dis 

.  Penelope  Denny,  (special  law  expired) 

.  C.Davis 

.  Lavinia  M.  Edgar 

.  Catharine  Fary 

.  Eliza  Grayson 

.  F.  W.  C.  Gamble 

.  Phoebe  Hauimerslev 

.  E.  Joscelvn ' 

.  Susanna  Longill 

.  Susanna  Lij)pincot 

.  Eliza  Maury 

.  Eliza  Madison 

.  Margaret  Navarro • 

.   Eliza  L.  Pearce 

.   Phoebe  Eevnolds 

.  Isabella  K.'Searcv 

.   Harriet  Saunders'. 

.  M,  Smith 

•  E.Tromp 

.   Eliza  TarbcU 


Aggregate  annual  amount  . 


$360  00 
72  00 
72  00 
240  00 
240  00 
3(10  00 
240  00 
72  00 
114  00 
120  00 
240  00 
240  00 
54  00 
54  00 
300  00 
108  00 
72  00 
150  00 
108  00 
240  00 
240  00 
240  00 
114  00 
120  00 
60  00 
240  00 
240  00 
120  00 
240  00 
120  00 
240  00 
240  00 
60  00 
36  00 
600  00 


)  00 


Congress  of  the  United  States,  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  January  30,  1829. 
Besolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  directed  to  lay  before  this  House — 
1st.  A  list  of  the  pensions,  if  any,  which,  since  the  repeal  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1817,  by  the  second 
section  of  the  act  of  January  22,  1824,  have  been  graiitr(l  td  the  widows  ami  children  of  officers,  seamen, 
and  marines,  who,  since  the  war  have  died  in  the  na\a]  sci  \i.-e,  nf  disease  enmraetcd,  or  of  casualties  or 


injuries  received,  while  in  the  line  of  their  duty;  the  aiuuial  aiinnini  of  such 
2d.  A  list  of  all  such  persons  as  are  alluded  to  by  the  Secretary  of  thi 
President  of  the  United  States,  of  November  27,  1828,  where  he  says,  "  Undt 
have  been  granted  and  renewed  to  widows  and  children  of  those  who  have  i 
forth  in  each  case  the  cause  of  death,  and  whence  that  cause  arose,  accrued,  i 


lappe 


then  under  what  act,  and 


d  when  granted. 
his  reprirt  to  the 
s,  some  pensions 
le  war;-'  setting 
1,  the  time  of  the 
•hen  the  renewal 


death,  the  annual  amount  of  the  pension,  and,  if 
took  place. 

3d.  A  list  of  the  applications  for  pensions,  chargeable  on  the  said  fund,  where  the  death  of  the  officer, 
seaman,  or  marine,  since  the  late  war,  arose  from  disease  contracted,  or  from  casualties  or  injuries 
received,  while  in  the  line  "i'  his  duty,  and  which  applications  have  been  rejected  or  refused;  the  annual 
amount  of  the  pension  to  whieii  tlie  a|i)ilieant  would  have  been  entitled,  under  the  act  of  March  3,  1817, 
and  the  time  of  making  of  e\  eiy  sueh  a[iplication. 

Attest: 

MW.  ST.  CLAIPCLAPKE,  Clerk  of  House  cf  Representatives. 


Congress  op  the  United  States,  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  February  3,  1829. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  directed  to  report  to  this  House,  in  relation  to  the  navy 
pension  fund — 

1st.  A  statement  of  the  stocks  and  money  belonging  to  the  fund,  and  the  value  of  such  stocks,  other 
than  those  of  the  funded  debt  of  the  United  States,  on  the  31st  day  of  December,  1828. 

2d.  And  the  following  statements,  giving  the  aggregate  of  the  last  fifteen  years,  and  exhibiting  the 
amount  in  each  year: 

1.   Of  the  moneys  i-eceived  from  the  sale  of  prizes. 
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2.  Of  the  annual  product  or  income  of  the  fund. 

3.  Of  the  losses  sustained  by  the  fund,  when  they  accrued,  and  the  cause  and  amount  of  each  loss, 
considering  the  purchase  of  any  stocks  above,  or  the  sale  thereof  below,  the  nominal  value,  as  a  loss,  to 
the  amount  of  the  premium  or  discount  paid,  and  the  commission  paid  for  making  such  purchase  or  sale. 

4.  The  amount  of  pensions  actually  paid  by  the  fund. 

5.  Tiie  amount  of  moneys  paid,  other  than  pensions,  and  for  what  purposes. 

6.  The  account  of  the  treasurer  of  the  fund,  for  the  year  1828. 

7.  Tlie  annual  statement  of  the  commissioners  of  the  fund,  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1824, 
and  the  cause  why  the  same  has  not  been  heretofore  transmitted  to  this  House. 

Attest: 

MW.  ST.  CLAIR  CLARKE,  Clerk  of  House  of  Representatives. 


Congress  of  the  United  States,  in  the  ffmi.-^e  if  Repve^fnlnfires,  Fehruary  11,  1829. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  directed  t.>  vv\nn-x  u<  this  ll.nisc — 

1st.  A  statement  of  the  pensions  to  the  widows  and  chilihvu  df  ntliicrs.  scauien,  and  marines,  alhided 
to  by  him  in  his  report  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  dated  November  2T,  1828,  where  he  says, 
"under  other  laws,  pensions  liave  been  granted,  and  renewed,  to  widows  and  children  of  those  who  have 
died  since  the  war,"  specifying,  in  each  case,  the  person  to  whom  granted;  the  time  of  the  death  of  the 
officer,  seaman,  or  marine;  the  cause  of  such  death,  and  the  time  when  such  cause  arose,  accrued,  or  hap- 
pened; when,  and  under  what  law,  the  pension  Avas  first  granted;  the  annual  amoimt  thereof;  and,  if 
renewed,  then  when,  and  by  virtue  of  what  law,  each  renewal  thereof  was  effected;  and,  if  expired,  the 
time  when  the  pension  expired;  and,  if  suspended,  then  when  suspended,  and  the  cause  why  suspended. 

2d.  A  list  of  the  pensions,  if  any,  which,  since  the  repeal  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1811,  by  the  second 
section  of  the  act  of  January  22,  1824,  have  been  granted  to  the  widows  and  children  of  officers,  seamen, 
and  marines,  who,  since  the  war,  have  died  in  the  naval  service  of  disease  contracted,  or  of  casualties 
and  injuries  received,  while  in  the  line  of  their  duty;  specifying  the  like  particulars,  in  each  case,  as  are 
required  in  the  first  above  statement. 

3d.  A  list  of  all  the  pensions  granted  under  the  act  of  March  3,  181J,  before  the  repeal  thereof,  spe- 
cifying the  like  particulars,  in  each  case,  as  are  required  to  be  given  in  the  first  above  statement. 

Attest: 

MW.  ST.  CLAIR  CLARKE,  Clerk  House  Representatives  U.  S. 


Navy  Depaetmext,  February  17,  1829. 

Sir:  I  am  very  desirous  of  furnishing  a  satisfactory  answer  to  the  last  resolution  oflered  by  you,  on 
the  subject  of  pensions,  biit  am  greatly  at  a  loss  in  what  mode  to  accomplish  it,  as  my  former  answer 
seems  to  have  been  unsatisfactory.  I  would  call,  and  converse  with  you  on  the  subject,  but  my  health 
yet  forbids  it.  May  I  ask  the  favor  of  you  to  call  on  me  this  evening,  or  to-morrow  morning,  for  a  few 
minutes. 

If  1  comprehend  all  the  points  on  which  information  is  desired,  I  fear  it  will  be  impracticable  to  afi"ord 
it  in  time  to  act  upon  the  subject  at  all  during  this  session. 

I  am,  respectfully,  &c.,  &c.,  SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Hon.  Mr.  Hoffman,  Chairman  Naval  Affairs. 


Washington,  February  19,  1829. 
Sir:  Last  evening  I  found  on  raj'  table  your  note  of  the  Hth  instant.  I  would  have  called  as  j'on 
requested,  but  the  papers  relative  to  the  navy  pension  fiiml  were  at  the  lluuse,  and  without  them  I 
could  not  explain  the  necessity  I  feel,  for  an  answer  to  oil  the  ]tarticiilai-s  called  for  by  the  resolution  of 
the  11th  inst.  I  proceed,  as  briefly  as  may  be,  to  state  tli^  nasun.-,  whv  1  diiin  that  information  neces- 
sary. In  your  report  to  the  President,  of  November  27th,  lb28,  you  state  the  rules  of  constructiim  adopted 
in  granting  and  extending  pensions  under  the  acts  of  March  3d,  1817,  of  January  22d,  1824,  and  May 
23d,  1828;  you  say  that  "since  the  repeal,"  (by  the  act  of  1824,  of  that  of  1817)  "deaths  by  disease, 
casualty,  or  injury,  have  not  been  considered  causes  for  granting  pensions  to  widows  and  children,  except 
in  cases  where  the  death  occurred  during  the  last  ivar.  Applications,  wliicli  l[a\o  been  numerous,  have  here- 
tofore been  lou/orm/i/ refused,  except  in  the  cases  specified."  Yon  altiiw  anls  add,  "  under  other  laws, 
some  pensions  have  been  granted  and  renewed  to  the  widows  and  rhilJitu  nf  tliose  who  have  died  since 
the  war."  From  these  expressions,  I  was  led  to  suppose  that  the  "  other  lavs"  alluded  to  were  other 
than  those  of  1817,  1824,  and  1828.  On  referring  to  the  act  of  1828,  I  found  that  it  extended  not  only 
such  pensions  as  had  been  granted  for  five  years  in  the  cases  specified  in  it,  but  all  other  pensions  charge- 
able on  thatfund,  to  ividowsand  children,  for  ichatever  cause  granted,  ivhich  any  former  law  had  extended,  for 
a  term  of  five  years.  I  saw,  too,  that  neither  the  act  of  1817,  nor  1824,  granted  any  pension;  they  merely 
extended  pensions  already  granted.  With  these  impressions,  my  note  of  the  15th  December,  1828,  was 
written.  Your  answer,  dated  January  26th,  1829,  and  received  next  day,  was  probably  made  out  during 
your  illness;  and  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  it.  In  answer  to  my  inquiry,  as  to  the  number  and 
amount  of  the  pensions  alluded  to  in  your  report,  as  granted  under  other  laws,  they  are  stated  to  be  about 
thirty-five,  amounting  to  $6,366  per  annum;  and  a  list  of  them  is  given,  M-hich  contains  only  the  names  of 
the  pensioners  and  the  amount  of  each  pension.  To  my  inquiry,  under  what  laws  these  pensions  had 
been  granted  and  renewed,  it  is  replied  that  "  the  pensions  referred  to  were  granted  under  all  the  laws 
which  have  been  passed  for  giving  and  receiving  pensions  since  the  war.     They  have  been  granted  at  all 
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times,  as  the  cases  arose."  To  that  part  of  the  inquiry  which  asked  the  causes  for  which  these  pensions 
were  g-rauted.  and  when,  it  is  stated,  "  the  causes  are  deatlis  oi  the  fathers  and  husbands,  occasioned  by 
the  causes  niciiti.incd  in  the  laws."  The  same  answer  informs  me  that  "  the  annual  product  of  the  pension 
fund  has  \»-r)i  aimually  stated  in  the  reports  to  Congress,  as  will  be  seen  by  a  reference  to  the  docu- 
ments." Tliis  n)iswrr  by  no  means  contains  the  information  sought;  while  it  contradicted  the  rule 
stated  in  tlie  annual  report,  it  furnished  no  iufurnuUiun  to  enable  the  committee  to  judge  whether  any 
error  had  been  committed;  or,  if  any,  in  tlw  .onstiiutinu  of  what  law  it  had  arisen.  "With  the  aid  of 
some  of  my  colleagues  in  the  committee,  th."  annual  reports  of  the  commissioners  of  the  navy  pension 
fund  were  referred  to,  for  several  successive  years.  A  brief  reference  to  the  nature  of  that  report  will 
satisfy  you  that  it  contains  little  of  the  desired  information.  By  the  10th  section  of  the  act  of  April  23d, 
1800,  this  report  is  required  to  contain  "  a  minute  statement"  of  the  proceedings  of  the  commissioners, 
i-elative  to  the  fund.  The  iirst  paper  accompanying  it  is  a  list  of  the  pensions  on  the  first  day  of  the  year, 
with  the  monthly  and  annual  amount  -j^^'ospsctively  estimated.  But  the  pension  money  reallii  accrued 
during  the  present  year,  then  ended,  is  not  stated;  nor  can  it  be  ascertained  from  the  statement.  Nor 
does  it  appear  when  the  pension  was  granted  or  renewed;  or  under  what  law;  or  for  what  cause  granted; 
or  when  that  cause  accrued.  The  operation,  therefore,  of  any  one  act,  cannot  be  ascertained  from  it  by  the 
most  labored  examination  and  comparison.  Another  of  these  papers  is  a  list  of  the  warrants  drawn  on  the 
treasurer  of  the  fund.  In  some  cases,  this  specifies  the  purpose  for  which  the  money  was  drawn;  in 
others  it  does  not;  and  in  none  can  I  find  any  statement  of  the  money  actually  paid  for  pensions  or  other 
charges.  So  imperfect  are  these  papers,  that  it  is  impossible  to  ascertain  from  them  whether  the 
accountant  of  the  treasury  or  the  secretary  of  the  commissioners  has  been  paid  the  salary  allowed  him 
by  law  and  charged  upon  the  fund.  The  statement  of  bank  stocks  for  1828  shows  the  amount  of  divi- 
dends I'eceived:  but,  until  this  year,  does  not  show  what  dividends  have  been  received,  nor  does  any  one 
of  the  papers  show  whether  the  stocks  be  of  any,  or  what  value.  The  list  of  national  debt  stocks  belong- 
ing to  the  fund,  is  not  so  defective  as  some  of  the  papers.  It  exhibits  the  amount  of  the  stocks  at  the  end 
of  each  year,  and  the  actual  interest  received;  it  states  the  stocks  redeemed  or  reimbursed,  and  the  amount 
purchased.  In  some  cases  the  time  of  these  transactions  is  not  stated,  and  it  cannot  be  seen  how  long  or 
what  amount  of  the  moneys  of  the  fund  lay  uninvested,  or  in  whose  hands  it  was  during  such  periods. 
Bj'  the  statement  for  1828,  it  appears  that  more  than  $250,000  lay  uninvested  for  six  months,  from  the  1st 
July  to  the  31st  December,  1828,  without  any  explanation  of  the  cause,  or  in  whose  hands  the  money  lay 
idle.  In  no  one  of  these  statements  can  I  find  what  premium  or  commission  was  paid  on  the  purchase  of 
any  of  these  stocks. 

The  account  of  the  treasurer  of  the  fund  does  not  always  accompany  the  report;  and  when  it  does, 
however  correct  it  may  be  as  to  his  mere  liability,  it  is  quite  defective  in  detailed  information.  In  some 
of  these,  I  observe  that  he  I'eccives  money  from  the  commissioners  or  their  seci'etary,  and  sometimes  from 
other  persons,  without  specifying  the  source  from  which  the  money  is  received.  Since  the  act  appointing 
him,  it  seems  to  me  inexplicable  how  the  money  of  the  fund  can  come  into  the  hands  of  the  commissioners. 
The  defects  in  your  answer  to  the  resolution  of  January  30,  1829,  are,  in  part,  attributable  to  my  unskill- 
fulness  in  drawing;  and,  in  part,  to  an  eri'or  of  the  clerk,  by  converting  when  into  whence.  The  third 
statement  made  by  you,  is  defective  from  the  cause  you  mention;  and  I  cannot,  from  tliat  statement,  learn 
the  probable  operation  of  the  act  of  1817.  In  your  report  to  the  President,  it  was  sfad  d  that,  "  since  the 
repeal"  of  the  act  of  1817,  "  deaths  by  disease,  casualty,  or  injury,  have  nm  been  cnnsidured  causes  for 
granting  pensions  to  widows  and  children,  except  ivhere  the  death  occurred  Juriinj  111'  lnh-  war." 

In  your  report  to  the  House,  of  February  5th,  1829,  you  appear  to  cimii.nbrt  ihis,  by  stating  that 
the  five  pensions  on  the  list  No.  1,  amounting  to  $582  per  annum,  have  been  -rantrd  since  the  repeal  of 
the  act  of  1817,  because  the  death  had  happened  before.  And  in  list  No.  2,  I  find  that  a  p^'usiouof  $120  was 
granted  to  Susannah  Longill,  on  the  drowning  of  her  husband,  February  12th,  1S21.  This,  unexplained, 
appears  to  be  without  any  authority  of  law.  All  the  other  deaths  in  list  No.  2  appear  to  have  happened 
before,  or  while  the  act  of  1817  was  in  force;  but  the  time  ivhen  the  cause  of  the  death  occurred  is  not 
stated,  because  the  resolution  was  so  copied  as  to  ask  ivhence  it  occurred.  And  when  I  drew  the  resolu- 
tion it  escaped  my  mind  to  ask  for  the  law  under  which  the  pensions  wei-e  granted.  It  is  necessary  to 
know  it,  in  order  to  explain  your  answer  to  my  note  on  the  subject,  and  to  enable  the  committee  to  under- 
stand the  operation  of  the  pension  laws,  and  especially  the  act  of  1817. 

I  have  labored  with  industry  to  ascertain  the  present  state  of  the  fund  and  its  past  progress,  to 
enable  me  to  detenninc  wlicthcr  any,  and  what,  measures  are  necessary  to  save  it  tV'^ni  hisses  and  to 
increase  its  income.  1  have  siaiglit  to  ascertain  the  operation,  in  practice,  of  tlie  sev(  lal  aeis  --ranting 
navy  pensions  to  widows  and  ehihlren,  and  the  acts  renewing  them,  and  especially,  the  (iperaliim  of  the 
act  of  1817.  I  have  been  ahn^'St  entirely  unsuecessl'ul.  After  deliberate  consideration,  it  appears  to 
me  that  all  the  j^articulars  calleil  for  by  ilie  lasi  resolution  are  indispensable.  From  the  imperfect  know- 
ledge I  have  on  the  subject,  1  lielie\-o  eir..i-  has  taken  place  in  granting  or  renewing  pensions,  and  that 
the  fund,  by  dcproriatio'n  of  bank  stocks,  bv  e  nuniissions  and  prominms  for  the  piiiTliaso  of  stocks,  and 
by  tlie  moneys  (pf  the  fnn.l   at  times  Ivin-  idlo,  lias  sustained   eonsideral.le  losses,  a-ainst  the  recurrence 

of  whicli,  provision  should  ],e   uiade.  '  Xoiliiie^,  it  ap]iears  to  lae,  eau  en.abk'  the  , nuittee  to  determine 

whether  the  act  of  IsH  shonl.l  be  re-..|iaete,l  or  noi,  Init  the  intormation  sou-ht  by  the  resolution  of  the 
nth  instant.     And  I  hope  it  will  not  he  .hihiy.  d  till  so  late  a  day  that  the  subject  cannot  be  acted  on. 

I  suggest  the  propriety'  of  traiisiiiittin;_;'  i  leh  list  as  soon  as  made  out;  and  in  the  same  manner  as 
to  the  statements  called  for  in  relation  to  the  linauces  of  the  fund,  called  for  by  a  resolution  of  the  House, 
passed  some  time  since,  on  motion  uf  ilr.  Milh-r. 

With  esteem  and  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  MICHAEL  HOFFMAN". 

Honorable  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


House  of  Representatives,  February  20,  1829. 

Sir:  On  a  reference  to  your  statements  in  relation  to  the  navy  pension  fund,  prepared  in  obedience 

to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  passed  3d  February,   1829,  I  discover  the  following 

defects.     The  fourth  statement  gives  the  aggregate  amount  of  pensions  paid  by  the  funds  for  fifteen 

years,  ending  December,  1828;  but  does  not  state  the  amount  in  each  year,  as  required  by  the  resolution. 
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The  same  observation  applies  to  the  fifth  statement.  On  search,  since  the  resolution  was  passed  no 
report  can  be  found  whereby  to  ascertain  the  state,  condition,  and  amount,  of  the  stocks  and  moneys  of 
the  fund,  at  the  close  of  the  year  1813.  I  must  therefore  solicit  a  statement,  in  conformity  to  the  requi- 
sitions of  the  resolution,  of  the  amount  of  each  of  the  aggregates  Nos.  4  and  5,  for  each  of  the  fifteen 
years.  If  these  cannot  be  given,  then  I  would  ask  a  statement  of  the  stocks  and  moneys  of  the  fund  at 
the  close  of  the  year  1813.  Each  of  these  statements  would  be  a  convenience  to  the  committee,  but  one 
of  them  is  indispensable  to  make  the  detailed  information,  already  given  by  you,  of  practical  utility. 
This  favor  is  solicited  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible. 

I  must  also  ask  a  statement  of  the  moneys  of  the  fund  which  liad  arisen  from  the  reimbursement  or 
redemption  of  the  stocks  of  the  fund,  or  interest  or  dividends  on  tlicm,  or  from  sales  of  pi-izes  paid  into 
the  fund,  and  not  included  in  1lie  \v;irr;ints  or  balance  siMcilled  in  the  account  of  the  commissioners  of 
the  fund  for  1828  witli  tlieir  treusiir.T,  and  which  re'iiiained  iiuinvested  in  stocks  on  the  31st  day  of 
December,  1S28;  tlie  cause  why  such  monej's  were  not  invested;  in  whose  hands  they  have  been,  and  for 
how  lony  a  iinie;  nnd  in  wdiose  hands  they  now  are. 

Witli  sine<Te  respect,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  and  humble  servant,  D.  li.  MILLER. 

Hon.  Sajickl  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy  Department. 


House  of  Represextatives,  February  23,  1829. 

Sir:  The  clerk  has  furnished  the  animal  report  of  the  commissioners  of  the  navy  pension  fund  for 
1813.  At  the  close  of  that  year,  and  the  beginning  of  1814,  the  navy  pension  fund,  consisting  of  United 
States  stocks,  bank  stocks,  and  money  paid  in  and  unexpended,  amounted  to $328,674  13 

Since  that  time,  in  fifteen  years,  to  the  beginning  of  1829,  there  have  been  added  to 
the  fund,  as  per  your  statement — 

From  the  sale  of  prizes $451,694  51 

Dividends  and  interest 709, 181  93 

Gain  in  1814  on  purchase  of  stocks 50, 814  43 

1,211,690  87 


Total $1 ,  540  367  00 

Durhig  the  same  fifteen  years,  there  have  been  paid  by  tlie  fund,  as  per  your  state- 
ment— 

For  pensions $465,609  83 

Other  charges 12, 102  85 

Losses  in  buying  stocks  above  par 19, 112  60 

496,825  28 


1829,  January  1.  Amount  of  the  fund  unexpended $1,043,541   72 

In  your  report  to  the  President,  of  November  27,  1828,  you  say  "the  navy  pension  fund 

now  amounts  to  about " 900 ,652  15 

Leaving  a  deficit  unaccounted  for,  of $142, 899  58 

The  time  when  this  deficit  occurred  cannot  be  stated,  b(>cause,  in  your  answer  to  tiie 
resolution  of  February  3,  1829,  the  accountant  of  tlio  navv  refuses  or  no^-h^rts  to  state 
tlie  annual  amounts  of  the  pensions  and  nlher  eliai-cs  paid'  hv  the  lunil.  li'  tlie  amount 
of  the  fund,  January  1,  1829,  eC  .SLC'tl^rcJ,  be  (•dinpared  witli  llie  st.ieks  and  monevs 
belonging  to  the  fund,  as  stated  in  the  annual  report  of  1828,  tlie  delieit  will  be  found \o 
be  much  greater. 

1829,  January  1.  United  States  stock  belonging  to  the  fund $613,032  96 

Bank  stocks,  solvent  and  insohent 129, 102  00 

Balance  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  t!ie  fund 7,583  17 

749,710  13 

1829,  January  1.     Leaves  a  deficit,  not  accounted  for,  of $293, 823  59 

If  the  insolvoit  bank  stock,  owned  by  the  fund,  which  cost $99,502  60 

Be  added  to  what  you  state  tlie  fund  to  have  been  in  November  last 900, 652  14 

The  nominal  amount  of  tlie  fund  would  be 1,000,154  74 

From  this  deduct  the  amount  of  its  moneys  and  stocks,  as  stated  per  report  for  1828 749,'718   13 


$250,436  61 


By  the  annual  report  for  1828,  and  the  commissioners'  account  for  that  year, 
it  appears  that  the  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  the  fund,  at 

the  close  of  1827,  was $15,253  21 

There  accrued  to  the  fund  in  1828 — 

Bank  dividends i   590  OO 

Interest  on  United  States  stocks 39 ' ,5S8  46 

United  States  stocks  reimbursed  July  1,  1828 281 ,  384  72 

From  this  amount  of 4337  gig  39 

Deduct  the  debits  in  the  commissioners'  account  with  their  treasurer,  including  $7,583.17, 

a  balance,  and  $11,000  drawn  for  purposes  other  than  paying  pensions .'  55, 044  17 

And  there  will  be  left  a  deficit,  not  accounted  for,  of $282, 772  22 
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This  amount  appears  to  liave  been  uninvested  from  July  1st  to  December  31,  1828,  six  mouths-  aud 
the  income  of  tlie  fund  for  1828,  is  $6,950.48  /ess  than  for  1827.  ' 

These  several  nuitters  require  explanation.  I  scarcely  know  how  to  make  specific  inquiries,  which  would 
call  out  the  whole  truth  in  reply.  I  ask  detailed  information,  and  such  as  will  enable  me  to  iudge  of  the 
present  condition  of  the  fund,  and  the  causes  which  have  produced  the  apparent  difierences  above  alluded 
to,  and  the  persons,  if  any,  chargeable  with  the  moneys  which  appear  to  be  lost  to  the  fund  and  with  its 
use  while  uninvested.  ' 

The  best  and  fullest  explanation  in  the  power  of  the  Department  to  give  on  these  subjects  is  respect- 
fully solicited  iu  time  to  enabh-  the  c  imniittcc  tn  make  a  report  on  Wednesday  morning.  Perhaps  I  ouo-ht 
to  state  why  I  suppose  these  iii.nicvs  \o  !.<■  l,,.t  in  the  fund.  The  resolution  of  February  3,  1829,  called 
for  the  "  moneys"  as  well  as  thf  st.n-ks  liolnn-iu-  t,.,  the  fund.  In  your  answer  you  state  only  the 'stocks 
and  tacitly  refuse  to  answer  as  to  the  muneys,  except  iu  so  far  as  they  appear  to  be  $t, 583.lt,  stated  as 
the  balance  in  the  account  of  the  commissiouers  of  the  fund. 

In  the  report  for  1826,  when  the  stocks  had  become  reimbursable,  but  the  money  had  not  in  fact 
been  paid  over  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  to  the  fund,  the  fact  is  stated,  and  the  stocks  so 
reimbursable  are  computed  aud  stated  as  stocks  belonging  to  the  fund.  1  have,  therefore  been  forced 
to  believe  that  the  moneys  of  the  fund,  certainly  to  the  amount  of  $142,899.58,  and  probably  to 
$293,823.50,  have  been  in  some  way  lost  to  the  fund.  If  I  am  mistaken,  and  if  they,  or  any  part  of  them, 
are  in  the  hands  or  use  of  any  person,  I  desire  to  know  in  whose  hands  or  use;  when  did  he  receive  them- 
of  whom,  how,  for  what  purpose;  by  what  authority;  and  how  long  has  he  had  them? 

With  the  greatest  esteem,  I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant,  MICHAEL  HOFFMAN. 

Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Washixgtox  City,  Feb.  23,  1829. 

Sir:  On  the  following  points  I  must  solicit  information  of  you,  as  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  one 
of  the  commissioners  of  the  navy  pension  fund. 

Were  there  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  belonging  to  the  navy  pension  fund, 
not  paid  over  to  the  treasurer  of  the  fund,  on  the  31st  December,  1828?  If  so,  what  sums?  when  did 
they  respectively  become  due  to  the  fund?  and  for  what,  or  on  what  account,  did  they  become  due  to  the 
fund?  and  why  have  they  not  been  paid  over?  In  whose  hands,  if  any,  have  they  been,  and  for  whose 
use?  and  why  have  they  not  been  invested  in  productive  stocks  for  the  use  of  the  fund?  Without 
intending  to  limit  your  answer,  I  make  these  inquiries  particularly  as  to  $281,884.12,  which  arose  from 
the  United  States  stock.s  belonging  to  the  fund,  and  which  became  reimbursable  July  1,  1828;  and  which 
amount,  though  not  accounted  for,  has  been  deducted  from  the  stocks  belonging  to  the  fund.  An  imme- 
diate answer  is  desirable. 

With  the  greatest  esteem,  I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant,  MICHAEL  HOFFMAN. 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  Trccmmj. 


Treasury  Detartmext,  February  26,  1829. 
Sir:  I  harl  the  lienor  to  recoivo  y.uir  letter  of  the  23d   instant,   and,  f.r  repl}^,  beg  leave  to  refer  you 
to  the  enclosed  h  iter  of  ihr  H. -ister  of  ihe  Treasury,  whieh  .oiitaiiis  all  Ihe  information  that  this  Depart- 
ment has  it  iu  ils  power  at  i!ii,,  time  to  liiriiish  under  tlie  imiuiries  eontaiiied  in  your  letter. 
I  have  the  hoi,„r  to  I.e,  veiv  respeclfiillv,  sir,  v.nir  most  obodieiit  servant, 

KICHAED  RUSH. 
Hon.  M.  IIoFFMAX,  Chairman  Com.  on  Naval  Affairs,  H.  R. 


Treasury  Departmext,  BeyiMer's  Office,  Feb.  25,  1829. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  money  belonging  to  the  navy  pension  fund  on  the  31st 
December,  1828,  and  which,  on  that  day,  had  not  been  received  by  them,  amounted  to  $281,384.72;  being- 
for  six  per  cent,  stock,  which  became  payable  on  the  1st  July,  1828.  For  this  sum,  funds  had  been 
placed  in  the  United  States  Branch  Bank  in  Washington,  applicable  to  its  payment,  upon  the  surrender 
of  the  certificates  of  stock.  These  funds  remained  in  bank  until  the  Hth  instai.t,  w  hen  tji,.  said  sum  of 
$281,384.71,  together  with  $246,257.27,  being  the  amount  of  six  per  cent,  st.iek  payalile  on  the  1st  of 
January  last,  was  paid  over  to  the  treasurer  of  tli(^  fund;  and,  on  the  sani<'  day,  these  iwu  sums,  making 
together  $527,641.99,  were  drawn  out  of  the  tn-asuivi's  iiamls.  and  pla-.  d  in  ihi>se  of  the  secretary  to  the 
commissioners  of  the  navy  pension  fund.  Of  the  reiii\-estmeiit  ot  Ille^,■  siims,  permit  me  to  say,  the 
records  of  this  office  furnish  no  information.  The  cashier  of  tin-  Hraueli  ilank,  liowever,  informs  me  that 
stock  has  been  furnished  by  the  bank  equal  to  the  amount,  excepting  the  sum  of  $2,377.07,  which  sum 
remains  in  bank  to  the  credit  of  the  secretary  of  the  board  of  commissioners. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register. 

Hon.  Richard  Rush,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


House  of  Represextatives,  Feljruary  27,  1829. 
Sir:  I  can  find  but  a  few  interrupted  minutes  in  wliich  to  peruse  your  intended  tetter  to  me.     I  call 
your  attention  to  a  few  of  its  errors. 
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My  remarks  in  relation  to  the  defects  of  the  annual  report  of  the  commissioners  were  no'  confined  to 
that  of  1828,  but  were  intended  to  apply  to  the  reports,  as  usually  made.  You  have  referred  me  to  it  in 
your  note  of  January  26,  1829,  for  information,  which,  for  these  defects,  it  does  not  contain,  and  whicii 
cannot  be  stated  from  it. 

The  peculiarities  of  the  report  for  1828  are,  that  it  states,  for  the  first  time,  the  hank  dividends,  and 
shows  a  deficit  in  the  stocks  and  moneys  of  the  fund  of  more  than  $250,000,  which,  I  leai-n  from  Mr. -Hay, 
is  entirely  erroneous.  Your  intended  answer  appears  to  me  to  be  erroneoiis  in  several  places,  where  it 
supposes  my  statements  of  the  defects  in  the  annual  report  to  have  especial  or  exclusive  reference  to  that 
for  1828,  and  its  papers. 

By  the  credits  in  the  commissioners'  accounts  with  their  treasurer,  and  the  stock  list,  it  appears  that 
the  moneys  of  the  fund,  arising  from  the  reimbursement  of  the  stock,  are,  at  times,  in  the  hands  of  the 
commissioners.  I  had  supposed  this  only  so  in  point  of  form;  but,  in  some  instances,  I  think  it  must 
have  been  so  in  point  of  fact,  as  corresponding  amounts  appear  to  have  been  reinvested  in  stocks  with- 
out ever  having  been  carried  into  that  account. 

In  your  former  letter  to  me,  you  stated  the  "other  ?aivs"  alluded  to  by  you  were  passed  since  the 
er,  you  propose  to  say  that  they  were  the  acts  of  1813  and  1814 — of 
'riiis  criiir  is  deserving  of  correction,  if  the  facts  will  admit  of  it. 
(if  the  particulars  called  for  by  the  resolution  you  allude  to  could  be 
licsi'  pensions.  They  are  granted  on  deaths  caused  by  particular  cir- 
L  ]i:irticiil:!r  lime.  The  time,  if  Uie  dealh  is  natural,  because  the  pension 
time.  The  timi'  wlieu  the  cause  nl'  the  ili'tilk  accrued  is  material,  because 
'ase(l  was  in  the  naval  service.  'I'lie  nalufe  of  the  cause  of  the  death  is 
nlcd  a  punsiuu  fur  mere  ordinary  death  la  Ihe  service.  By  the  acts  of  1813 
and  1814,  he  must  have  died  by  reason  of  a  wound  received  in  the  line  of  his  duty. 

I  am  therei'ore  of  opinion  that  that  part  of  your  intended  letter,  which  speaks  of  some  of  these  as 
immaterial  circumstances,  should  be  corrected,  so  as  to  be  conformable  to  the  special  requisites  of  the 
acts  granting  these  pensions. 

I  wish  the  answer  to  be  made  as  perfect  as  possible,   with  a  view  to  aid  future  legislation  on  tlie 
subject  of  the  fund,  and  the  pensions  chargeable  on  it,  and  I  regret  I  have  not  more  time  to  examine  it. 
With  sentiments  of  the  greatest  esteem,  I  am,  sir,  your  humble  servant, 

MICHAEL  HOFFMAN. 
Hon.  Samuel  L.  South.^rd,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

For  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  February',  1829,  in  reply  to  requisitions  contained 
in  the  foregoing,  with  the  report  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  thereon,  and  the  report  of  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  tlie  House  of  Representatives  on  Naval  Affairs,  made  March  2,  1829,  reference  is 
respectfully  requested  to  be  made  to  the  printed  documents  published  by  order  of  the  House,  and  con- 
tained in  tiie  antecedent  Nos.  390,  392,  393. 
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Statements  in  relation  to  the  navy  i^ension  fund,  prepared  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Hejyre- 
seniatives,  2Mssed  February  3,  1829. 

Nominal.  Cost. 

First.  Amount  of  stocks  belonging  to  the  fund  on  the  31st  December, 
1828,  (to  wit)  United  States  stocks,  as  appears  by  the  annual  report  of  the 

Register  of  the  Treasury,  unredeemed $G13, 032  96 

Columbia  Bank  stock $92,600  00       99,502  60 

AVashington  Bank  stock .' 14,000  00       14,260  00 

Union  Bank  stock 15,000  00       15,340  50 

The  price  current  of  stocks  of  the  District  quotes  the — 

Washington  Bank  stock  at 

Union  Bank  stock  at 

United  States  stock,  reimbursed  on  the  1st  July,  1828,  but  not  re-invested 
until  Itth  Febrtiary,  1829,  carrying  interest  from  the  1st  January,  pre- 
ceding       281,384  12 

And  the  following  statements   giving  the    aggregate  of   fifteen  years, 
from  the  1st  January,  1814,  to  31st  December,  1828,  inclusive: 
1.  Of  moneys  received  from  the  sale  of  prizes,  to  wit: 

In  1814  150,361  45 

In  1815 44,341  15 

In  1816 (none)     

In  1811  13,609  49 

In  1818 (none)      

In  1819  114,848  01 

In  1820 8,013  28 

In  1821 (n.me)      

In  1 822 634  20 

In  1823 (none)     

In  1824  53, 314  88 

In  1825 4, 291  65 

In  1826  

In  1821  2,202  50 

In  1828   ; (none)     


51,094  51 


2.  Balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  per  report 1,583  11 

3.  Amount  of  balances  due  from  agents  for  paying  pensioners,  as  per  navy 

pension  books,  (see  abstract  A.) $61,508  13 

4.  Amount  due  from  Stockton  and  White,  late  agents,  (see  abstract  A) 1 ,093  25 
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Second.  Of  the  annual  product  or  income  of  the  fund,  being-  interest  and  dividends  of  stocks,  to  wit: 

Interest. 

In  18U $21,340  3T 

In  1815 28,978  01 

In  1816 32,589  08 

In  1817  40,491   08 

In  1818 49,313  32 

In  1819 46,566  42 

In  1820 46,109   65 

In  1821 47,118  27 

In  1822  48,285  50 

In  1823 49,016   10 

In  1824 46,339  94 

In  1825 47,221   31 

In  182G 45,892  24 

In  1827 45,089  06 

In  1828 39,643  58 

See  statement  marked  B $633,  793  93 


Dividends. 

Total. 

$10,052 

00 

$31,392  37 

10,277 

00 

39,255  01 
32,589  08 

11,662 

00 

52,153  08 

7,908 

00 

57,221  32 

11,140 

00 

57,706  42 

6,220 

00 

52,329  65 

6,220 

00 

53,338  27 

4,368 

00 

62,653  50 
49,016  10 

46,339  94 
49,606  31 

2,385 

00 

1,590 

00 

47,482  24 

2,430 

00 

47,519  06 

926 

00 

40,569  58 

$75,178 

00 

$708,971  93 

Tliird.  Of  the  losses  sustained  by  tlie  fund,  considering  the  purchase  of  any  stocks  above,  or  the  sale 

thereof  below  the  nominal  value,  as  a  loss  to  the  amount  of  the  premium  paid,  and  the  commission  for 
making  such  purchase — 

Commission,                 N'ominal.  Cost. 

In  1814 $300,814  43  $250,000  00 

In  1815 $714  84    139,578  80  142,968  26 

In  1816  

In  1817 253  75         100,000  00  101,500  00 

In  1818 693  00           66,000  00  69,300  00 

In  1819 825  48            99,709  20  102,572  00 

In  1820 20,493  86  22,000  00 

Inl821 22,790  09  25,00000 

In  1822 13,378  89  14,000  00 

In  1823 , 8,57142  9,00000 

In  1824 11,303   77  12,000  00 

In  1825 23,354   78  24,500  00 

In  1826 13,942  29  14,500  00 

In  1827 547   08         144,113  29  146,834  90 

In  1828 11,138   61  11,250  00 


$3,034   15       $975,189  43       $945,425  16 


Nominal  amount $975,189  43 

Cost 945,425   16 

In  favor  of  the  fund $29,  764  27 


The  Columbia  Bank  stock  considered  a  loss  to  the  fund  for  $99,502.60. 

Fourth.  The  amount  of  pensions  paid  by  the  fund  for  fifteen  years,  ending-  31st  December,  1828,  so 
far  as  accounts  had  been  received  and  settled,  to  wit: 

In  the  year  1814 $228  00 

In  the  year  1815 11,664  70 

In  the  year  1816 13,978  40 

In  the  year  1817 31,713  32 

In  the  year  1818 22,012  61 

In  the  vear  1819 40,167   29 

In  the  year  1820 21 ,  898  50 

In  the  year  1821 62,395  00 

In  the  year  1822 19, 049  49 

In  the  year  1823 48,261   71 

In  the  year  1824 •  •  .  22, 139  01 

In  the  year  1825 62,140  82 

In  tlie  year  1826 21,191   42 

In  the  year  1827 64,902  85 

In  the  year  1827 ..,,,....., • 23, 866  82 

$465,609  88 


Fiflh.  The  amount  of  moneys  paid,  other  than  pensions,  for  the  last  fifteen  years,  ending  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1828,  (see  abstract  marked  C,)  to  wit: 

In  the  year  1814 $4  56 

In  the  year  1815 948  08 

In  the  year  1816 1,013  87 

In  the  year  1817 1 ,  814  28 

In  the  year  1818 815  78 

In  the  year  1819 3,873  19 
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In  the  year  1820 , $285  99 

In  the  year  1821 514  81 

In  the  year  1822 443  55 

In  the  year  1823 540  23 

In  the  year  1824 474  25 

In  the  year  1825 682  00 

In  the  year  1826 669  30 

In  the  year  1827 1 ,072  90 

In  the  year  1828 500  00 


Ahatract  of  balances  standing  to  the  debit  of  sundry  agents  on  the  books  of  the  navy  pension  fund,  December 
Blst,  1828,  to  loit: 

The  president  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  Philadelphia $4,993  13 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  United  States,  Cincinnati,  0 484  00 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank,  Savannah,  Ga 739  GO 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank,  Portsmouth,  N.  H 780  00 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank,  Providence,  Pt.  1 538  06 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank,  Hartford,  Ct 1,033  38 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank,  Boston,  Mass 12,250  37 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank,  New  York 25, 199  09 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank,  Baltimore 10, 008  49 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank,  New  Orleans 209  59 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank,  Norfolk 1 ,  548  95 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank,  Lexinj^-ton,  Ky 292  00 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank,  Fayctteville,  N.  (J 243  88 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank,  Charleston,  S.  C 896  58 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank  of  Delaware,  New  Castle 240  00 

George  Macdaniel,  (special  agent,)  D.  0 2,101  41 


61,508  13 


The  outstanding  balances,  above  stated,  with  the  exception  of  the  last,  were  probably,  in  a  great 
measure,  merely  nominal,  payments  having  been  made  to  a  large  amount  on  accounts  forwarded  by  the 
agents,  and  which  lay  unsettled  in  the  hands  of  the  clerk. 

The  following  balances,  which  have  accrued  subsequent  to  the  year  1813,  stand  on  the  books,  the 
parties  noted  as  insolvent,  viz: 

John  Stockton,  late  commissioner  of  loans,  Delaware $81  07 

William  White,  Pennsylvania 1,021  18 


$1,093  25 


A  statement  exhibiting  the  amount  of  dividends  on  bank  stocks  belonging  to  the  navy  pension  fund,  which  have 
accrued  in  the  fifteen  years  commencing  on  January  1,  1814,  and  ending  December  81,  1838,  to  wit: 


Bank  of 
Columbia. 

Union  Bank  of 
Georgetown. 

Bank  of 
Washington. 

Total. 

In  the  year — 
1814 

$6,432 
6,432 

$1,800 
2,025 

$1,820 
1,820 

$10,052 

1815 

1816 

1817 

7,312 
5,008 
7,660 
4,630 
4,630 
2,778 

2,250 

1,500 

1,800 

750 

750 

750 

2,100 

1,400 

1,680 

840 

840 

840 

11    662 

1818 

7,908 
11    140 

1819 

1820 

6  220 

1821 

6  220 

1822 

4,368 

1823 

1824 

1825 

1,125 

750 
750 

1,260 

840 

1,680 

2  385 

1826 

1,590 

1827 

2  430 

1828 

926 

926 

Total 

$45,808 

$14,250 

$15,120 

$71,178 
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The  dividends  on  bank  stocks  which  aocrned  in  1S16  were  received  in  that  year  by  tlic  late  a^-ent 
(B.  Romans,  deceased),  but  were  not  paid  nvcr  until  ■2tUli  .Tune,  ISIT.  Those  du'c  for  the  Union  Bank 
stock,  1st  April,  18:?:;.  s:;7;V<)(i,  mid  for  Washin-t-u  i!,mk  st^rk,  :;iM!i  A|irif  1  si]:;,  :^  i-jd. 00,  were  received 
by  the  same  agent,  but  ma  |Mid  ..v.t.  Tlioy  ;!iv  .-haruvd  to  his  ;oT:,uut.  In  .lanuiu'v,  1825,  his  son, 
B.  Homaus,  paid  Sl'oO.Oi)-,    tho  balance  (except  SlS.-_>:;  credited  tor  sahiryi  still  remains  due. 

In  182.5,  Charles  11. ly,  his  successor,  paid  $1,590.00,  which  was  received  by  him  in  June,  1824,  for 
Union  and  Washinj^-ion  Hank  dividends. 

la  1826  Charles  Hay  received  $1,590.00  for  dividends  from  the  same  banks,  which  he  failed  to  pay 
over.  It  is  charj;-ed  to  hi.--  account,  on  which  there  is  a  balance  against  him  of  $125.78,  exclusive  of 
$3,376.32  retained  by  him  for  commissi,, ns  ,,ii  the  purchase  of  stocks. 

In  1827,  B.  Ilomans  (son  nf  the  late  I',.  Ibmians)  received  $840.00  for  two  half-yearly  dividends  on 
Washington  Bank  stock,  endin,--  SOtli  April,  1,S27,  by  oi'der  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which  he 
omitted  to  pay  over.  The  amount  is  charged  to  his  account,  on  which  there  is  a  balance  against  him  of 
$372.87. 

In  1828,  George  Macdaniel  collected,  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  $926.00  from  the  agent 
of  the  Bank  of  Columbia,  being  for  six  months'  unclaimed  dividends  due  20th  March,  1823.  This  sum 
not  having  been  paid  over,  is  charged  to  his  account,  on  which  there  is  a  balance  claimed  of  $1,251.08. 

Two  surplus  dividends  of  $700  each,  declared  by  the  Bank  of  Washington  in  June  and  August,  1817, 
do  not  appear  on  the  books  of  the  navy  pension  fund.  From  the  bank  return,  the  late  B.  Homans 
received  the  first,  but  to  whom  the  second  was  paid  does  not  appear. 

Recapitulation. 

Two  surplus  dividends  declared  by  the  Bank  of  AVashington  in  1817  not  accounted  for $1,400  GO 

Benjamin  Homans,  deceased,  due  from  him,  balance  of  account 576  77 

Charles  Hay,  due  from  him,  balance  of  account 125  78 

B.  Homans  (son  of  B  Homans,  deceased)  due  from  him,  balance  of  account 372  87 

George  Macdaniel,  due  from  him,  balance  of  account 1 ,  251  08 

Eetained  from  the  fund  by  late  agents $3, 726  50 


$2 

40 

16 

^32 

10 

90 

56 

4 

68 

Abdract  of  jMi/ments  made  from  the  navy  jjension  fund,  other  than  pensions,  from  the  \st  January,  1814, 
to  31s<  December,  1828,  inclusively,  to  wit: 

1814. 

Jan.  Commission  allowed  Theo.  Armistead,  on  $120,  paid  W.  Howell,  for 

navy  pension,  at  2  per  cent 

Dec.         Commission  allowed  James  Ewell,  on  $108 

1815. 

Sept.        Commission  allowed  to  Edward  Hall,  on  $1,605.65 

Commission  allowed  to  Benjamin  Austin,  on  $4,529.11 

Commission  allowed  to  William  Gardiner,  on  $234 

Commission  allowed  to  Thomas  Nelson,  on  $203.67 4   10 

Commission  allowed  to  John  Bull,  on  $537.77 10  75 

Commission  allowed  to  William  White,  on  $3,827.05 7651 

Oct.  Commission  allowed  to  Christopher  EUery,  on  $312.25 6  24 

Ct)nimission  allowed  to  R.  Habersham,  on  $234 4  68 

Commission  allowed  to  Thomas  Lehre,  on  $145.20 2  90 

Dec.         Commission  allowed  to  James  Ewing,  on  $36 72 

Commission  allowed  to  George  Macdaniel,  for  purchase  of  6  per  cent, 
stock  of  1814  and  1815,  $33,968.26,  and  Columbia  Bank  stock, 
$9,000,  at  i  per  cent 714  84 

1816. 

June.        Commission  allowed  to  George  Macdaniel,  on  $3,415.89,  paid  navy 

pensioners,  at  2  per  cent $68  32 

George  Macdaniel,  for  amount  payments  to  B.  Homans,  and  others, 

per  statement  219,  viz: 
To  B.  Homans,  for  his  salary  as  seci-etary  to  the  commis- 
sioners, at  $250  per  annum,  from  1st  Oct.,  1813,  to  31st 

March,  1816,  inclusive $625  00 

To  Chas.  W.  Goldsborough,  for  salary  to  9th  March,  1813. .       46  58 

To  sundry  printers,  for  advertising 47  48 

719  05 

Commission  paid  to  G.  Macdaniel,  on  the  above 14  38 

Commission  paid  to  G.  Macdaniel,  on  $54,  for  payments  to  navy  pen- 
sioners    1   08 

July.        Commission  paid  to  William  Gardner,   on  $514.80,  for  payments  to 

navy  pensioners 10  30 

Aug.         Commission  paid  to  William  Few,  on  $9,854.24,  for  payments  to  navy 

pensioners 197   96 

Dec.  Commission  paid  to  John  Stockton,  on  $139.47,  for  payments  to  navy 

pensioners 2  78 
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1817. 

June.        Commission  paid  to  George  Macdaniel,  on  $1,910,  for  payment  to 

navy  pensioners $38  20 

George  Macdaniel,  for  payments  as  per  statement  No.  1,  viz: 

To  B.  Hornans,  for  one  year's  salary,  to  April  1 $250  00 

To  Constant  Freeman,  for  extra  compensation  as  accountant 
of  the  navy,  from  16th  April  to  3d  March,  1811,  at  $300 

per  annum 265  00 

To  William  Duane,  for  printing 1  00 

Commission  paid  to  George  Macdaniel,  on  the  above 

Sept.        Commission  paid  James  Ewing,  on  $185.16,  paid  navy  pensioners  . . 

Commission  paid  to  B.  Homaus,  on  the  purchase  of  $101,500  U.  S.  6 

per  cent,  stock,  at  ^  per  cent 

Oct.  Commission  to  Thomas  Lehre,  on  $925.14,  paid  to  navy  pensioners. , 

Commission  to  R.  Habersham,  on  $36,  paid  to  navy  pensioners 

Commission  to  Wm.  Habersham,  on  $108,  paid  to  navy  pensioners. . 

Commission  to  Thos.  Nelson,  on  $1,242.32,  paid  to  navy  pensioners. 

Commission  to  Wm.  Few,  on  $11,243.15,  paid  to  navy  pensioners  . . 
Dec.  Commission  to  B.  Austin,  on  $19,057.63,  paid  to  navy  pensioners  . . . 

Commission  to  B.  Hall,  on  $9,626.27,  paid  to  navy  pensioners 

Commission  to  Wm.  White,  on  $6,471.79,  paid  to  navy  pensioners. . 

Commission  to  Wm.  Plumer,  on  $907.20,  paid  to  navy  pensioners. . . 

$1,814  i 

1818. 

Jan.  Commission  to  C.  Ellery,  on  $839.16,  paid  to  navy  pensioners 

Commission  to  Jona.  Ball,  on  $1,857.06,  paid  to  navy  pensioners 

Feb.  Commission  to  James  Ewing,  on  $13.50,  paid  to  navy  pensioners. . . 

Commission  to  William  Few,  on  $2,439.52,  paid  to  navy  pensioners. 

Commission  to  B.  Austin,  on  $134.16,  paid  to  navy  pensioners 

Commission  to  W.  Plumer,  on  $312,  paid  to  navy  pensioners 

March.     Commission  to  Sherwood  Haywood,  on  $304,  paid  navy  pensioners. . 

B.  Hornans,  for  commissions  and  brokerage,  which  was  paid  by  him 
to  Geo.  Harrison,  for  the  purchase  of  $693,000  U.  S.  6  per  cent, 
stock 

Commission  paid  to  John  Stockton,  on  $288,  paid  navy  pensioners . . 

1819. 

Jan.  Commission  paid  to  B.  Homans,  on  the  purchase  of  U.  S.  6  per  cent. 

stock,  $79,207.56,  at  1  per  cent $792  07 

Commission  paid  to  G.  Macdaniel,  on  $5,409.69,  paid  navy  pension- 
ers, at  2  per  cent 108  19 

Jan.  Commission  paid  to  George  Macdaniel,  on  the  purchase  of  $13,365 

United   States  stock,  at  i  per  cent 66  82 

Commission  paid  to  George  Macdaniel,  on  the  purchase  of  $20,400 

Columbia  Bank  stock,  at  ^  per  cent 51  10 

B.  Homans,  for  salary  from  1st  April,  1817,  to  31st  December,  1828, 
seven  quarters,  at  $250  per  annum $487  50 

Daniel  Donnelly,  for  copying 90  00 

Sundry  printers,  for  printing 65  75 

593  25 

.    Commission  paid  G.  Macdaniel,  on  the  above  $593.25,  at  2  per  cent. .  11  86 

George  Macdaniel,  for  compensation  allowed  him  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  for  keeping  the  accounts  of  the  fund,  &c.,  from  1st 

July,  1817,  to  1st  July,  1818 250  00 

Dec.  George  Macdaniel,  for  compensation  allowed  him  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  for  keeping  the  accounts  of  the  fund,  &c.,  from  1st 
January,  (July,)  to  31st  December,  1818,  inclusive 125  00 

George  Macdaniel,  for  compensation  allowed  him  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  for  keeping  the  accounts  of  the  fund,  &c.,  from  1st 
January  to  30th  September,  1819,  inclusive 187  50 

B.  Homans,  for  salary  as  secretai-y  to  the  commissioners  of  the  navy 
pension  fund,  from  1st  January  to  30th  September,  1819, 
inclusive 187  50 

Thomas  Turner,  deceased,  late  accountant  Navy  Department,  paid 
his  executor  for  services  in  settling  accounts  of  the  fund,  allowed 
by  act  of  Congress  24th  February,  1819 1 ,500  00 

1820. 

April.  Commission  paid  to  the  president  Branch  Bank  United  States,  Ports- 
mouth, on  $312  paid  navy  pensioners    

Gales  &  Seaton,  paid  them  for  advertisements 

B.  Homans,  paid  for  two  quarters'  salary,  ending  1st  April,  1820.  .  . 

George  Macdaniel,  for  compensation  as  clerk  of  pension  accounts  for 

same  time 


516  00 

10 

32 

3 

70 

253 

75 

18 

50 

72 

2 

16 

24 

85 

224 

86 

381 

15 

192 

52 

129 

41 

18 

14 

$16 

78 

37 

14 

27 

48 

79 

2 

68 

6 

24 

5 

12 

693 

00 

5 

76 

$6  24 
29  75 
125  00 

125 

00 

3,873  19 
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1821. 

N.  Pliillips,  for  advertisements $10  50 

Thomas  Munroe,  for  postages 4  31 

B.  Homaiis,  for  one  year's  salary,  to  1st  April,  1821 250  00 

George  Macdaniel,  for  compensation  as  clerk,  for  same  time 250  00 

$514  81 

1822. 

March.     Elliott  &  Irvine,  for  advertising $150 

Davis  &  Force,  f,.r  printing  letters,  &c 15  00 

Gales  &  Scatoii,  fur  ])nlilishing  notice  to  pensioners 16  25 

Davis  &  Force,  I'oi-  Maiik  certificates,  &c 23  50 

Thomas  .Munme,  for  i.ostage 6  30 

B.  Homans,  for  three  quarters'  salary,  to  the  1st  January,  1822  ....  187   50 

George  Macdaniel,  his  compensation  as  clerk,  for  same  time 187  50 

443  55 

1823. 

March.     Davis  &  Force,  for  printing $S  00 

Ann  Myer,  for  board  of  William  Cole 35   GO 

Thomas  Munroe,  for  postage 1   63 

B.  Homans,  for  one  year's  salary,  to  January  1st,  1823 250  00 

George  Macdaniel,  his  compensation  as  clerk  of  accounts,  one  year, 

to  January  1,  1823 250  00 

540   23 

1824. 

Feb.          R.  Brown,  for  funeral  expenses  of  T.  Miburn,  deceased $6  75 

B.  Homans,  for   three  quarters'  salary,  and  part   fourth,  to  1st  Jan- 
uary, 1824 ■. 217  50 

G.  Macdaniel,  his  compensation  as  clerk  of  accounts,  one  year,   to 

1st  January,  1824 250  00 

474  25 

1825. 

Jan.          Jonathan  Elliott,  for  certificates §132  00 

Charles  Hay,  for  one  year's  salary  as  secretary  to  commissioners,  to 

1st  January,  1825 250  00 

G.  Macdaniel,  his  compensation  as  clerk,  for  same  time 250  00 

■  632  00 

1826. 

Feb.         Jonathan  Elliott,  for  parchment  certificates $36  30 

Charles  Cruikshank,  for  book  of  pension  roll 8  00 

Charles  Hay,  for  salary,  five  quarters,  to  1st  April,  1826 312  50 

G.  Macdaniel,  agent,  book-keeper,  &c.,  for  salary,  for  same  time. . . .  312  50 

•  669  30 

1827. 

May.         J,  S.  Iloiiiaiis,  for  copying  pension  accounts $6  00 

8.  A.  l']lliot,  tor  printing 5  55 

Charles  Hay,  secretary,  for  one  year's  salary,  to  April  1,  1827 250  00 

G.  Mucdauiel,  ibr  his  salary  as  agent,  &c.,  for  navy  pension  i'und,  to 

April  1,  1827 250  00 

Dec.          B.  Homans,  for  brokerage  paid  by  him  on  the  purchase  of  stocks. ..  165  10 

B.  Homans,  for  his  commission  for  purchasing  stocks  at  5  per  cent.  .  381   98 
B.  Homans,  for  arrears  of  salary  as  secretary,  from  11th  to  31st  De- 
cember, 1823,  not  before  charged,  twenty-one  days,   at  $62.50 

per  quarter 14  27 

1,072  90 

1828. 

Charles  Hay,  for  one  year's  salary,  to  1st  April,  1828 $250  00 

G.  Macdaniel,  for  his  salary  as  agent,  &c.,  to  navy  pension  fund,  for 

same  time 250  00 

500  00 

$13,602  79 

Bera2:>)lu^ation. 

Commissions  paid  to  agents  on  payments  to  navy  pensioners $1,789  66 

Connnissions  and  brokerage  paid  to  agents  for  the  purchase  of  United  States 
and  bank  stocks,  viz: 

To  George  Macdaniel $832  66 

To  Benjamin  Homans,  deceased 1 , 045  82 

To  G.  Harrison,  by  B.  Homans,  deceased 693  00 

To  B.  Homans,  (including  $165.10  paid  by  him  for  brokerage) 547   08 

3,118  56 

Commissions  paid  to  G.  Macdaniel  on  miscellaneous  disbursements 36  50 

Salary  to  G.  Macdaniel,  as  clerk  of  the  navy  pension  accounts,  from  1st  July, 

1817,  to  1st  April,  1828 $2,087  50 

Salary  to  B.  Homans,  deceased,  as  secretary  to  the  commissioners  of  the  navy 

pension  fund,  from  1st  October,  1813,  to  10th  December,  1828 2,530  00 

Salary  to  B.  Homans,  as  secretary  to  commissioners  from  11th  to  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1827 14  29 
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Salary  to  Charles  Hay,  as  secretary,  from  1st  January,  1824,  to  April  1st,  1828       $1,002  50 

Salary  to  Charles  Goldsborough,  as  secretary,  to  9th  March,  1813 46  57 

Salary  to  Constant  Fi-eeman,  deceased,  (extra)  from  16th  April  to  3d  March, 

1817,  at  $300  per  annum,  by  act  of  Congress 265  00 

Salary  to  Thomas  Turner,  deceased,  late  accountant  of  the  Navy  Department, 

by  act  of  Congress  of  24th  February,  1819 1 ,  500  00 

$8,105  84 

Miscellaneous,  to  wit:  printing,  advertising,  postage,  stationery,  &c 552  17 


$13,602  79 


Siq^jylemeittary  statements  in  relation  to  the  navy  pension  fund,  exhibiting  its  situation  at  the  close  of  the 

year  1829. 

Nominal.  Coat. 

1.  Amount  of  stock  belonging  to  the  fund  on  the  31st  December,  1829,  to  wit: 
United  States  stocks,  as  appears  by  the  annual  report  of  the  Register  of  tlie 

Treasury,  unredeemed $864,575  69 

Columbia  Bank  stock $92,600  00       99,502  60 

Washington  Bank  stock 14,000  00       14,260  00 

Union  Bank  stock 15,000  00       15,340  50 

Washington  corporation  stock 59,472  40       56,498  75 

$1,050,177  54 

2.  Balance  in  the  hands  of  treasurer,  31st  December,  1829 $16,045  75 

3.  Amount  of  balance  due  from  ag-ents,  to  wit: 

President  Bank  of  United  States,  at  Philadelphia $1 ,862  91 

President  Branch  Bank  of  United  States,  at  New  York    5,96017 

President  Branch  Bank  of  United  States,  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H 248   00 

President  Branch  Bank  of  Tiiiti'il  States,  at  P.nstun 3,173  40 

President  Brancii  Bank  ..f  riiitol  States,  at  Purtland,  .Me 486  00 

President  Branch  Bank  of  I'liited  Stat.^s,  at  I'rovi.lenee,  R.  1 166  00 

President  Branch  Bank  of  United  States,  at  Baltimore 899  44 

President  Branch  Bank  of  United  States,  at  Washington 1,850  00 

President  Branch  Bank  of  United  States,  at  Ciiarleston,  S.  C 260  00 

President  Branch  Bank  of  United  States,  at  Norf-.lk,  Va 600  00 

President  Brancli  P.ank  of  Cuiied  Staii^s,  at  Sa\aiiiiali,  Ga 599  25 

President  Brancii  Bank  of  I'nited  State--,  at  ilartf-r.!,  Ct 457   33 

President  Brancli  15ank  of  rnite<l  States,  at  Cincinnati,  0 303   00 

President  Branch  Bunk  of  United  States,  at  Lexington,  Ky 40  00 

$16,905  50 
Accounts  have  been  recently  received  from  several  of  the  above  agents,  which, 

when  settled,  will  probably  pass  to  their  credit 9,403  41 

Leaving  a  balance   (to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  pensions  falling  due  on 

the  1st  January,  1830,)  of $7,501  09 

4.  Product  or  income  of  the  fund,  being  the  interest  and   dividends  of  stock 

to  wit: 

Literest  on  United  States  stocks,  from  Jan.  1,  1829,  to  Jan.  1,  1830 $33,266  85 

Dividend  on  Uni(m  and  Washington  Bank  stocks 1 ,450  00 

Dividend  on  Washington  corporation  stocks 1 ,  486  82 

$36,203   67 

5.  Amount  of  United  States  4|  per  cent,  stock,  purchased  in  February,  1829, 

at  99  per  cent.,  bearing  interest  from  Jan.  1,  1829 ' '  $473,501   15  $468,766  14 

Amount  of  Washington  corporation  stock,  at  95  per  cent 59,472  40       56,498  75 

Amount  of  United  States  6  per  cent,  stock,  purchased  from  privateer  pension 

fund,  at  1  per  cent,  premium 6,444  57         6,509  01 

Amount  of  United  States  4^  per  cent,  stock,  of  1815,  at  99  per  cent 14, 141  41       14,000  00 

Gain,  $7,785.63 $553,559  53  $545,773  90 

6.  *Amount  of  pensions  paid  by  the  fund,  to  Jan.  1,  1830,  so  far  as  accounts 

have  been  received  and  settled $59, 626  87 

Note. — This  item  includes  the  accounts  which  have  been  forwarded  by 
the  agents,  prior  to  December,  1828,  and  which  remained  unsettled  in  the 
hands  of  the  clerk,  as  noticed  in  abstract  A.  

^•Of  this  sum  there  has  been  remitted  to  the  presidents  of  the  different  banks  §29,813.41  for  the  payment  of  pensions  accruing 
withm  the  year  1829,  as  appears  by  the  accompanying  statement,  marked  I. 
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1.  Amount  of  moneys  paid,  other  than  pensions,  from  Jan.  1,  1829,  to  Jan., 

1830,   to  wit: 

In  February  there  was  paid — 
To  B.   Homans,  for  bahince  of  salary  due   him   to  the  10th   December,    1823, 

(day  of  his  death) 'S;i8  ^3 

On  "March  2,  there  was  paid— 
To  D.   1).   Suutliard,   iiaid   jjiin   by   Geo.  Macdaniel,  for   services  rendered  in 

an.'^weriu--  rcsdhuioiis  of  (_'uiii;-ress,  relatin^^  to  the  navy  pension  fund. ...  40  00 

To  John  II.   Maunirc,  jiaid  him  by  Geo.  Macdaniel,  for  services  rendered  in 

answerin--  irsMbu  i, .n-;  uf  Congress,  relating  to  the  navy  pension  fund 25  00 

To  Samuel  riiml,  I'mi-  i.iic  icam  of  circulars  to  commanders  of  vessels 12  50 

To  Charles  Hay.  \\<v  nine  months'  salary  as  secretary,  to  Jan.  1,  1829 181  50 

To  George  Macdaniel,  agent  and  clerk  of  the  pension  accounts  generally,  for 

his  salary  from  April  1,   1828,   to   the   28th   February,  1829,  11   months, 

at  $250  per  annum 229  16 

*To  Charles  Hay,  for  commis.'^ion  on  purchase  of  stocks,  viz:  1675,264.89,  at 

i  per   cent 3,376  32 

To  Richard  H.  Bradford,  sccntary,  for  salary  to  December  31,  1829 152  17 

To  B. -Homans,  acting  secretary,  for  salary  from  April  1,  to  May  22,  1829.  ...  35  02 

To  B.  Homans,  for  amount  of  an  account  allowed  him  by  the  late  Secretary  of 

the  N  avy 8  05 

To  "William  Jones,  for  postage 10  00 


.^4,093  90 

8.  Amount  of  an  unexpended  balance  of  an  appropriation  for  the  lienofit  of  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  United  States  ship  Wasp,  paid  to  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  fund,  by  Buller  Cocke,  agent,  pursuant  to  direction  of  an  act  of  Congress, 
approved  20th  April,  1816 $12,743  13 


9.  Income  of  the  fund. 

Amount  of  interest  which  accrued  in  1829,  on  Unired  States  stocks    $33,266  85 

Amount  of  dividends  on  Union  and  AVashington  Bank  stocks ] ,  450  00 

Amount  of  dividends  on  Washington  corporation,  will  be  in  1830    2,973  64 

If  $15,000  of  the  balance  in  the  Treasury  should  be  invested  in  United  States  4i  per  cent. 

stocks,  it  will  add 675  00 


Total  amount  of  incon 


Exp.'ndlfure. 

From  the  report  of  the  Fourth  Auditor,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  16th  April 
last,  it  appears  that  the  whole  amount  paid  and  remitted  to  pay  pensioners,  in  the  four 
years  preceding,  was  $147,074.03,  giving  an  average  for  each  "year,  of 36,  768  50 

Which,  deducted  from  the  income,  as  above  stated,  leaves  a  surplus  of §1 ,596   99 


From  this  view  of  the  subject  (without  taking  into  consideration  a  diminution  of  the  claims  on  the 
fund,  from  the  deaths  of  pensioners,  and  the  expiration  of  the  pensions  granted  to  their  widows  and 
orphans, )  it  appears  that  the  income  of  the  fund  will  be  more  than  adequate  to  the  payments  for  which 
it  is  liable. 

Navi/  Pension  Fund. 
Dr. 

To  amount  of  the  fund  at  the  close  of  1813 $328,676  13 

To  amount  received  since  thfl?  time  from  sale  of  prizes 451 ,  694  51 

To  amount  of  interest  on  stocks  and  bank  dividends 743,688   78 

To  amuuiit  of  lut  uain  on  tli.-  pmvliase  .ifst.u-ks 37,549  40 

To  aniiiinit  of  niic.\|Hiidcd  bahiiici'  of  ini  apiiropiiation  by  Congress,  for  the  widows  and  or- 
phans of  the  officers  and  new  ..fthe  Was,),  n 'funded  by  Buller  Cocke 12,743   13 

To  amount  of  two   surplus  dividends  declareil   by  the  Bank  of  Washington,   in   1817,    not 

entered  or  accounted  for , 1 ,  400  00 

Balance 45,725  57 


$1,(>21,47' 


By  amount  of  stocks  per  Register's  report $864,575  69 

By  amount  of  Columbia  Bank  stock,  (cost) 99,502  60 

By  amount  of  Washington  Bank  stock 14 ,  260  00 

•  The  commission  (•$.3,376..S2;  pnid  to  Charles  Hay  on  the  2d  of  March,  1S29,  includes  a  charge  for  the  purchase  of  $150,000  United 
States  4i  per  cent,  in  1815,  at  par.  It  does  not  appear  that  there  was  any  fixed  or  certain  rule  to  regulate  the  charges  made  for  com- 
missions, from  time  to  time,  by  the  agents  employed  to  purchase  stocks,  who,  generally,  were  clerks  receiving  a  salary  for  attending  to 
the  business  of  the  navy  pension  fund.  George  Macdaniel  charged  from  4  to  1  per  cent. ;  B.  Homans,  deceased,  charged  from  :J  to  1 
per  cent.;  Charles  Hay  contented  himself  witii  i  per  cent,  on  a  large  amount  purchased  in  February  last,  with  the  proceeds  of  reim- 
bursed stock,  which  had  been  suffered  to  lie  in  the  Bank  of  Washington  uninvested  from  1st  July  preceding,  producing  thereby  a  loss 
to  the  fund  of  $.5,627.60,  rating  slock  at  4^  per  cent.  On  the  stocks  purchased  from  the  privateer  pen.sion  fund,  no  commissions  have 
been  charged;  John  Boyle,  who  made  the  transfers  from  1819  to  1820,  inclusively,  having  presented  no  claim  for  that  service. 

It  may  be  proper  to  add,  that  the  fund  is  now  relieved  from  any  further  charge  on  account  of  commissions  or  salaries,  with  the 
exception  of  $250  per  annum  paid  to  the  secretary. 
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By  amount  of  Union  Bank  stoek $15,340  50 

By  amount  of  Washington  corporation   56,498  15 

Paid  for  pensions  to  31st  December,  1829 525,236  10 

Contingencies 11,696  69 

Balances  due  from  agents  for  paying  pensions 1 ,  501  09 

Balance  due  from  treasurer 16,045  15 

Balances  due  from  late  agents,  G.  Macdaniel,  &c 3, 126  50 

Balances  due  from  Stockton  and  White,  late  commissioners  of  loans 1 ,  093  25 

$1,621,411  52 


By  balance  per  contra $45, 125  56 

The  following  items  constitute  the  above  balance,  viz: 

Balance  in  Treasury $16,045  15 

Balance  due  from  agents 1  ?  501  09 

Balance  due  from  Stockton  and  White 1 ,  093  25 

Balance  due  from  late  agents 3,126  50 

Amount  paid  for  contingencies 1 1 ,  696  69 

$46,063  28 
Deduct  balance  above 45,125  51 

Balance  in  favor  of  the  fund $331  61 

Which  has  arisen,  probably,  from  errors  in  former  statements. 

AMOS  KENDALL. 
Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  January  22,  1829. 


Stateinent  of  moneys  remitted  to  the  j^iresidents  of  the  different  banks,  for  the  payment  of  pensions  accruing 
ivithin  the  year  1829,  dc. 

Paid  to  the  president  of  the  Bank  of  Cumberland,  Portland,  Maine,  for  balance 

of  account  for  paying  pensioners,  to  July  1st,    1828,   as  per  Comptroller's 

certificate,  No.  126 $23  80 

Paid  to  Thomas  L.  Woodruff,  president  of  the  Trenton  Bank,  N.  J.,  as  per  tlie 

Comptroller's  certificate.  No.  121 300  00 

Paid  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  to  pay  half  a 

year's  pension,  ending  June  30,   1829 248  00 

Paid  president  of  United   States  Brancii  Bank,  Boston,   to  pay  half  a  year's 

pension,  ending  June  30,  1829 2,635  00 

Paid  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Providence,  R.  I.,  to  pay  half  a 

year's  pension,  ending  June  30,  1829 166  00 

Paid  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Portland,  Maine,  to  pay  half  a 

year's  pension,  ending  June  30,  1829 450  00 

Paid  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank,  New  York,  to  pay  half  a  year's 

pension,  ending  June  30,  1820 5,099  00 

Paid  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Philadelphia,  to  pay  half  a  year's 

pension,  ending  June  30,  1829 1,311  00 

Paid  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Baltimore,  to  pay  half  a  year's 

pension,  ending  June  30,  1829 912  00 

Paid  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Charleston,  S.  C»,  to  pay  half  a 

year's  pension,  ending  June  30,   1829 260  00 

Paid  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Savannah,  Ga.,  to  paylialf  a  year's 

pension,  ending  June  30,   1829 580  00 

Paid  president  of  United   States  Branch  Bank,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  to  pay  half  a 

year's  ponsinn,  ending  June  30,   1829 158  00 

Paid  presidciii  of  rnilcd  States  Branch  Bank,  Washington,  D.  C,  to  pay  half  a 

year's  p(T,si,.n,  .Mnliii- June  30,   1829 _ 1,850  00 

Paid  jiresidcnt  of  I'aiiiicr's  Bank,  Delaware,  to  pay  half  a  year's  pension,  ending 

June  30,  1829 48  00 

Paid  Samuel  Hamilton,  for  pension  due  U.  P.  Blakely 250  80 

Paid  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank  at  Cincinnati,  to  pay  pensioners. .  145  00 

Paid  McCormick  pension  due  M.  A.  Monroe 55  40 

Paid  Wm.  Thompson  arrears  of  pension 135  00 

Paid  postage  account  for  pension  fund. 

Paid  minor  of  Edward  Macomber,  (pension) 914  00 

Paid  president  of  United  States  Branch  Bank  at  Norfolk,  for  pensions 600  00 

Paid  Edward  Macomber*  pension  due  widow.     {This,  and  the  sum  paid  the  minor 

child,  on  the  15th  October,  make  the  sum  of  $1,200  granted  the  heirs  of  S.  P. 

Macomber.] 286  00 

•There  may  be  some  doubt  about  the  propriety  of  this  item  in  the  above  stati 
of  Lieut.  S.  P.  Macomber,  as  accruing  within  1829;  but,  inasmuch  as  the  claim 
it  has  been  judged  proper  to  present  it  as  above  stated. 


1829. 
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president  Brancli  Bank  United  States  at  New  Orleans |126  41 

Patrick  Fitzpatrick,  for  pension qq  00 

R.  H.  Bradford,  secretary  navy  pension  fund,  salary  six  months, 
president  United  States  Branch  Bank  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  to  31st  Dec, 

-'^ '  300  00 

president  1  iiitcd  >fati's  Branch  Bank,  Boston 9  OOO  00 

president  Inited  Slates  P.ranchBank,  Providence,  R.  I .' ."  "'750  00 

president  Iiiited  Stat. ^s  Branch  Bank,   New  Y(n-k 5,000  00 

jiresideiit  I  iiited  States  Branch  Bank,  Philadelphia 1   SOO  00 

liiesideiii  Tiiited  Statcs  Branch  Bank;  Baltimore 1   800  00 

l>ie>i-lent  I  II ited  States  Branch  Bank,  Norfolk,  Va 'gOO  00 

presHleiit  liiited  States  Brancli  Bank,  Charleston,   S.  C 400  00 

president  L'niteil  States  Brancli  Bank,  New  Orleans 350  00 


Nov. 

9. 

Paid 

Nov. 

24. 

Paid 

Nov. 

25. 

Paid 

Dec. 

17. 

Paid 
IS 

Dec. 

n. 

Paid 

Dec. 

17. 

Paid 

Dec. 

17. 

Paid 

Dec. 

17. 

Paid 

Dec. 

17. 

I'ai.l 

Dec. 

17. 

I'aid 

Dec. 

17. 

Paid 

Dec. 

17. 

Paid 

$■29,813  41 


A  statement  of  the  pensions  paid  to  the  icidowfi 
act  of  Congress  of  March  3,  18U 


and  minor  children  of  officers,  seamen  and  marines,  under  the 
,  for  the  ijears  1825,'l826,  1827,   1828,  and  1829. 


Eliza  Baldwin 

Belinda  Bowie 

Margaret  Cummings.. 

Harriet  Carter...' 

Eiizabetii  Cunningliani 
Elizabeth  W.  Cocke.. 

Elizabeth  Cassin 

Elizabeth  Cooper  .... 

Ellen  Dix 

Charlotte  Davis 

Susan  W.  Eakin 

Lavinia  M.  Edgar  . . . 

Catharine  Fury 

Mary  Griffin 

Elizabeth  Grayson. .  . 

Sophi  Gardner  

Frances  W.  Gamble  . 
Phoebe  Hammersley.. 

Susan  Harraden 

Frances  M.  Lewis  . . . 
Elizabeth  Josselyn.  .. 
Susannah  Lippincot . . 
Susannah  Longiel  ... 

Elizabeth  Maurv 

Mary  A.  Marshall.... 

Maria  C.  Madison 

MaryNeale 

Ml 


argaret  JNavarro 
Mary  Parcells .  . . . , 
Phoebe  Reynolds.. 
Isabella  Searcy  . . 

Mary  Smith 

Harriet  Saunders. 
Elizabeth  Tromp. . 
Elizabeth  Tarbell. 
Macomber's  heirs. , 
Charlotte  Wares  . . , 


240  00 

72  00 
240  00 
120  00 
240  00 
240  00 

54  00 
300  00 

72  00 
240  00 
300  00 

72  00 
300  00 
240  00 
300  00 
240  00 
240  00 
360  00 
360  00 
114  00 

60  00 
120  00 
240  00 
120  00 
240  00 
240  00 
120  00 
120  00 
120  00 
240  00 

60  00 
240  00 


600  00 


$7,086  00 


$150  00 
240  00 

72  00 
240  00 
120  00 
240  00 
240  00 

54  00 
300  00 

36  00 
240  00 
300  00 


300  00 
240  00 
300  00 

240  00 
360  00 
360  00 
114  00 
60  00 
120  00 
240  00 
120  00 
240  00 
240  00 
120  00 
120  00 
120  00 
240  00 

"240  00 

*600  00 

"72  00 


i,668  00 


$150  00 
240  00 
72  00 
240  00 
120  00 
240  00 
240  00 


300 

00 

200 
300 

00 
00 

300 
2.0 
300 

00 
00 
00 

240  00 
360  00 
360  00 
52  80 
60  00 
120  00 
100  00 
60  00 
240  00 
240  00 
120  00 
120  00 
120  00 
200  00 


240  00 
600  00 


§150  00 

240  00 

72  00 

120  00 

35  50 

43  30 

120  00 


87 

12 

142 

26 

300 
120 
300 

00 
00 
00 

165 
150 
360 

15 
00 
00 

60 
120 

00 
00 

240  00 

90  66 

120  00 

50  00 


120  00 
300  00 


170  00 
300  00 


60  00 
14  00 


240  00 
76  66 


1,200  00 

72  00 
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of  pensions  paid  to  the  ' 
■l825,  1826,  1827,  1828, 


idows  and  minors  of  officers,  seamen,  and  vtarines,  duriug  the  years 
md  1829,  under  the  acts  of  Congress  of  1813  and  1814. 


i^ally  Annis 

Sarah  Atkins 

Margaret  Arundel 

Mary  Allen 

Mary  Allinsnn 

Hannah  S.  Barrett 

Mary  P.  Bartlett 

Jane  Blakeley 

Harriet  Barney 

Ellen  Beeves 

Susannah  Brum 

Sarah  A.  Breckenridge 

Catherine  Badger 

Abigail  Covvell , , , . , 

Susannah  Critchet 

Sarah  Carr  

Dorothy  Cooper 

Anna  M.  Clunet 

Mary  Foid  . 

Abigail  Fernald 

Lucy  Flagg 

Sophia  Grenell 

Ruth  Gilbert 

Sally  Hervey 

Hannah  Hazen 

Mary  Hackleton 

Mary  A.  Hill..... 

Sarah  Hill's  minors;  Gr.  Proctor.. 

Diana  Hardy 

Sarah  Hopkins 

Mary  P.  Hatch 

Charlotte  Holcondj 

Abigail  Jones 

Maria  T.  Johnson 

Julia  M.  Lawrence 

Jane  Logue  

Anna  G.^MrCiillnrk 

Elizabeth  Martin 

Elizabeth  Manly 

Jane  Moiilton 

Ann  Martin 

Juditha  Mullen 

^arah  Matthews 

Maria  C.  Madison 

Ann  Midlen 

Mary  Ann  Marshall 

Mary  Ann  Moumc 

Eliza  T.  Nick<Ts,,ii 

Charity  Nicholson 

Nabby  Phippen 

Eliza  Parker 

Nancy  Patch 

Sarah  Place  (heirs) 

Nancy  Riggs 

Catharine  Rassnuissin 

Mentha  Rose 

Margaret  Rankin 

Nancy  Sinionds 

Mary  Stone 


■ail  ; 


Elran,,i-  Smart 

Mary  A.  Springer  (E.  Scott). 

Mary  Trainer 

Sarah  Town 

Elizabeth  Trapnell 

Lydia  Van  Home 

Hannah  Webb 

Margaret  Wyer 

Marvel  Wilcox 

Susannah  Wedge 


$72  00 
72  00 

240  00 
72  00 


30  00 
108  00 
600  00 
600  00 
120  00 
240  00 


114  00 
240  00 
72  00 
240  00 
72  00 
54  00 
108  00 
72  00 
120  00 
240  00 
72  00 
72  00 
72  00 
72  00 
49  50 
60  00 
60  00 


240  00 
72  00 
108  00 
108  00 
600  00 
36  00 
240  00 
120  00 
120  00 
72  00 
108  00 
108  00 
108  00 


72  00 
72  00 
120  00 
108  00 
360  00 
72  00 
60  00 
72  00 
240  00 
72  00 
60  00 
72  00 
72  00 
240  00 
108  00 
72  00 
240  00 
36  00 
38  50 
36  00 
36  00 
72  00 
120  00 
72  00 
100  00 


$72  00 
72  00 

240  00 
72  00 


108  00 
600  00 
600  00 
120  00 
240  00 


114  00 
240  00 
72  00 
240  00 
72  00 
54  00 
108  00 
72  00 
120  00 
240  00 
72  00 
72  00 


60  00 
60  00 


240  00 
72  00 
108  00 
108  00 
600  00 
36  00 
240  00 
120  00 
dead. 
72  00 
108  00 
108  00 
108  00 


120  00 


72  00 
72  00 
120  00 
108  00 
360  00 
72  00 
60  00 
72  00 
240  00 
72  00 
60  00 
72  00 
72  00 
240  00 
108  00 
72  00 
240  00 
36  00 


36  00 
36  00 
72  00 
120  00 
72  00 
dead. 


$72  00 
72  00 

240  00 
72  00 


108  00 
600  00 
600  00 
120  00 
240  00 


114  00 
240  00 
72  00 
240  00 


54  00 

108  00 

72  00 

120  00 

10  68 

72  00 

72  00 

72  00 

72  00 


60  00 
60  00 


240  00 
86  00 
108  00 
108  00 
600  00 
36  00 
240  00 
120  00 


72  00 

108  00 

108  00 

108  00 


120  00 


72  00 
72  00 
120  00 
108  00 
360  00 
72  00 
28  93 
72  00 
240  00 
72  00 
60  00 


72  00 
240  00 
108  00 

72  00 
240  00 

36  00 


36  00 
36  00 
72  00 
60  00 

72  00 


$72  00 
72  00 

240  00 
72  00 


56  00 
600  00 
600  00 
120  00 
240  00 


114  00 
120  00 
30  00 
240  00 


54  00 
108  00 

72  00 
120  00 


72  00 
72  00 


60  00 
60  00 


240  00 


108  00 
108  00 
600  00 
36  00 
240  00 
120  00 


72  00 

108  00 

108  00 

108  00 


120  00 


72  00 
72  00 
120  00 
108  60 
180  00 
72  00 


36  00 
240  00 
36  00 
60  00 


72  00 
240  00 
108  00 

72  00 
240  00 

36  00 


36  00 
36  00 


iO.]    • 


NAVY    TENSION    FUND. 


539  • 


A  statement  of  jjensjon.s  jmid — Coi 

tinned. 

Names. 

1825. 

1826. 

1827. 

1828. 

.    18-29.'-. 

$240  00 
72  00 
72  00 
240  00 

$240  00 

$240  00 

$240  00 

$24'0  00 

Hannah  Williams 

Abigail  Young 

72  00 
240  00 

t)6  00 
240  00 

Harriet  A.  Elbert 

Nancy  Ford 

240  00 

240  00 

72  00 
108  00 

Ann  Martin -  -  -  - 

Elizabeth  Nickers,, n 

72  00 

Nabby  Phippen 

Nancy  Patch  .        .  .               ...               .      . 

72  00 
72  00 
72  00 

36  00 

N  ancy  Stone 

Mary  Trainer 

Hannah  Webb 

72  00 

72  00 

$9,350  00 

$8,940  00 

$8,413   01 

$7,702  00 

$6,255  03 

The  acts  of  Congress  of  the  20th  January,  1813,  4th  March,  1814,  and  3d  March,  1817,  are  the  only 
laws  which  have  been  enacted  bv  Cono-ress,  making  original  grants  of  pensions  to  widows  and  orphans, 
&c.  The  acts  ,,r  Kith  April,  isl's,  ;;d'.M:irch,  IsllV,  22d  .Tanu'arv,  ]S24,  and  of  the  23d  May,  1828,  only 
provide  f.r  the  iTn.-wal  nf  p.Misiuns  alln\vr,|  uuArv  nur  of  tlics,'  tinv,.  acts. 

Tiie  casc^  wf  Mary  ('li(i'\('i-,  j'ciicli ip,/  I>ciiiiy,  \c.,  w a  i r  iir"\idi'.l  lor  by  special  acts  of  Congress, 
and  are  not  eiiil>raced  iiy  llic  general  law.s  relating  to  widiAvs  and  orphan  pensi(Miers. 


III. 
Tlie  United  Stat,'^  in  mvount  with  the  treasurer  of  the  navy  pension  fund. 
Debtor. 
1829.  To  warrants  paid,  viz: 

January    22.     376,  President  of  Cumberland  Bank,  Portland $23  80 

January    23.     377,  William  Clark,  agent  priv.  pension  fund 250  00 

January    29.     378,  'rii,.,„a>  L.  Woodruff 300  00 

February  17.     379,  Cliarhs  llav 527,641   99 

Balance " 20,771   35 

$548,987   14 

1829.  Credit. 

January      1.     By  balance  tlds  day $7,583  17 

February  17.     Bv  cash—rein, bursVnieiit  of  ten  millions  of  1814 281,384  72 

February  17.     By  cash— r,Mn,b,irsiai,e„t  ,,f  six  millions  of  1814 246,257  27 

March        25.     By  Treasury  wai  i  ai,l,  N,..  362,  in  my  favor 4,252   12 

AprU            8.     B"y  cash  fr.ini  i;i,'hanl  Smith '. 5,326  88 

June           13.     By  cash  from  r..arjaiiiin  Romans 46.0   03 

June          20.     By  cash  fr,.m  iHii'janiin  llomans  and  C.  Andrews 117   95 

June  22.     By  cash  erriim><mslv  ,l,>p,)sited  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 

States,  in  January  and  February  last,  but  n,jw  transferred  to  the  credit 

of  this  account..: ." 3,600  00 


$548,987   14 


22.     By  balance  of  cash  in  my  hands,  transferred  this  day  to  my  credit,  as  Trea- 
surer United  States,  on  account  of  the  navy  pension  fund 


Tre.\surer's  Office,  January  21,  1830. 


JOHN  CAMPBELL,  Treasvrer  United  States. 


Payment  made  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  to  the  credit  of  the  "  n 
year  1829. 


vy  pension  fund;' 


June 
Jum 


July 


$16,706  32 
465  03 


26.  Warrant  number  291.  By  John  Campbell,  agent  N.  P.  F 

26.  Warrant  number  292.  By  John  Campbell,  agent  N.  P.  F 

26.  Warrant  number  293.  By  John  Campbell,  agent  N.  P.  F 3, 600  00 

1.  Warrant  number  295.  By  Richard  Smith,  cashier— dividends 9,o79  00 


540 


NAVAL    AFFAIRS. 


[No.  413. 


10. 


July 
August 

August  14. 

August  14. 

August  20. 

October  5. 

Novem'r  20. 

Decern' r  21. 

Decern' r  26. 

Decern' r  28. 


Warrant  number  310.  By  John  Huske,  agent $243  88 

Warrant  number  324.  By  George  Macchmiel,  special  agent 688  33 

AVarrant  number  325.  B>  oonnnissi.uMTs  ,,f  the  N.  P.  F 375  00 

Warrant  number  326.  By  Gc.n-c  Mnchiniel,  special  agent 2  58 

Warrant  number  331.  By  cuinmissiuiHi  s  of  the' N.  P.  F 420  00 

Warrant  number  357.  By  cMiiinissiniMis  ,.f  the  N.  P.  F 1,486  82 

Warrant  number  385.  By  commissinn.Ts  ,,r  tiie  N.  P.  F 28000 

AVarrant  number  399.  By  cnnimissinncis  .if  the  N.  P.  F 12,743   13 

Warrant  number  402.  By  cunmnssinucrs  of  the  N.  P.  F 18,672  29 

AVarrant  number  404.  By  connnissioners  of  the  N.  P.  F 375  00 

$65,637  38 


Payments  made  by  the  Treasurer  of  the 


AVarrant  number  121. 
AVarrant  number  122. 
Warrant  number  123. 
AA^;irrant  number  124. 
AVarrant  number  125. 
AVarrant  number  126. 
AVarrant  number  127. 
AVarrant  number  128. 
Warrant  number  129. 
AVarrant  number  130. 
AA^arrant  number  131. 
AVarrant  number  132. 
AVarrant  number  133. 
AVarrant  number  216. 
AV^ arrant  number  408. 
Warrant  number  432. 
AVarrant  number  472. 
Warrant  number  586. 
AVarrant  number  629. 
AVarrant  number  697. 
AVarrant  number  831. 
AVarrant  number  868. 
AVarrant  number  869. 
AVarrant  number  958. 
AVarrant  number  985. 
AVarrant  number  1076. 
AVarrant  number  1077. 
Warrant  number  1078. 
AVarrant  number  1079. 
AVarrant  number  1080. 
Warrant  number  lOSl. 
AVarrant  numl.ci-  1()S:2. 
AVarrant  nunili.T  Ids:!. 
AVarrant  ninnhcr  1103. 
AVarrant  number  1104. 


June 

26. 

June 

26. 

June 

26. 

June 

26. 

June 

26. 

June 

26. 

June 

26. 

June 

26. 

June 

26. 

June 

26. 

June 

26. 

July 

11. 

August 

18. 

25. 

Septem'r 

2. 

Septem'r 

28. 

October 

7. 

October 

16. 

Novem'r 

5. 

Novem'r 

11. 

Novem'r 

11. 

Novem'r 

25. 

Decem'r 

1. 

Decem'r 

21. 

Decem'r 

21. 

Decem'r 

21. 

Decem'r 

21. 

Decem'r 

21. 

Decem'r 

21. 

Decem'r 

21. 

Decem'r 

21. 

Decem'r 

24. 

Decem'r 

26. 

United  States,  on  account  of  the  "  navy  pension  fund,"  during  the 
year  1829. 

To  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Portsmouth $248  00 

To  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Boston 2,635  00 

To  United  States  Branch  Bank,  Providence 166  00 

To  United  States  Branch  P.ank,  Porth.nd 450  00 

To  United  States  Branch  IJank,  New  York 5,099  00 

To  United  States  Branch  l!aiik,  (Miailcst(m 260  00 

To  United  States  l!ran<-h  ISunk,  Savannah 580   00 

To  United  Slut.'s  I'.ranch  I'.ank,  ( 'ineinnal  i 158   00 

To  Branch  uf  the  Farmer's  I'.ank  c,f  i)..h,ware 

To  United  States  Ihaneh  liank,  Baltimore 912   00 

To  Bank  of  the  bniied  States,  Philadelphia 1,31101 

To  Bank  of  the  Inite.l  States,  AVashington 1,850  00 

To  commissioneis  ef  the  privateer  pension  fund 

To  A.  P.  P.lakeslee,  seaman,  deceased 250  80 

To  United  Stal<'s  Ih-ancli  Bank,  Washington 14,000  00 

To  United  Stales  ihaiieh  Hank,  Cincinnati 145  00 

To  Alary  Ann  Munn.e    55   40 

To  AVilliam  'fii-unpsen,  seaman 135   00 

To  AVilliam  .lunes.  |M,stmaslei- 10   00 

To  Sanm.^l  I'.  Maeund.er,  lieutenant,  deceased  ....  914  00 

To  United  States  I'.i  ;ni.-li  Hank,  Norfolk 600  00 

To  Samuel  1'.  Mae ber,  lieutenant,  deceased 286  00 

To  United  Slates  Ihaneh  Hank,  New  Orleans 126  41 

To  Patrick  Fit/.palriek    60  00 

To  llielianl  11.  Hia.Hnnl,  se,'ivlarv 125  00 

To  United  Slates  Hraucli  P.ank.   i'ortsmouth 300  00 

To  Unite.l  Stales  Hraneli   H.ank,  Boston 2,000   00 

To  United  States  Hraneh  Hank,  Providence 750  00 

To  United  Stales  Hraneh  Hank,  New  York 5,000  00 

To  Hank  nf  the  Cnited  States,  Philadelphia 1,800  00 

To  United  Stat<'s  I'.iamli  Hank,  Baltimore 1,800   00 

Tn  Tniled  States  i'.raneli  I'.ank,    X..rf,.lk 800    00 

To  fiHtcMl  Stales  I'.ian.li  Hank,  Charlestnn 400    00 

To  commissioners  ..f  the  privateer  p.'usion  fund.  .  .  2,300  00 

To  United  States  Branch  Bank,  l^ew  Orleans  ....  300  00 


§50,174   61 

Amount  to  credit  of  account $65, 637  38 

Anxu  t  to  debit  of  account .' 50,174   61 

Balance  to  credit  of  account  on  the  31st  December,  1829 $15,462  77 

T.  L.  SxAIITH,  Begister. 
Treasury  Departme.vt,  Eegister's  Office,  February  3,  1830. 


2  1st  Congress.] 


No.  413. 


[1st   Session, 


STATEMENT    RELATING    TO    THE    DUTIES,    COAIPENSATION,    ACCOUNTS,    ETC.,    OF   THE 
PURSERS  IN  THE  NAVA^ 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    SENATE    FEBRUARY    16,    1830. 

Navy  Department,  February  16,  1830. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  yesterday,  covering  the  draft  of  a 
bill  regulating  the  duties,  and  providing  for  the  compensation  of  pursers. 

It  is  now  returned  and  considered  as  sufficient,  with  perhaps  an  additional  expression  at  the  end  of 
the  last  paragraph  but  one  of  the  fourth  section,  limiting  the  time  for  pursers  to  settle  their  accounts  to 
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four  months;  and  a  section  similar  to  the  sketch  herewith  enclosed,  providing  for  losses  of  slop  clothin"- 
and  other  articles.  The  purchases  would  devolve  on  the  navy  agents,  and  the  articles  be  placed  as  they 
now  are,  under  the  care  of  the  naval  storekeepers;  no  additional  security  from  the  navy  agents  would 
therefore  be  considered  necessary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  BRANCH. 
The  Hon.  Robert  Y.  Hayne,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  Senate  United  States. 


21sT  Congress.]  No.  414.  [1st  Session. 

PLAN    FOR    A    PEACE    ESTABLISHMENT    FOR    THE    NAVY. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  SENATE  FEBRUARY  18,  1830. 

Na\'y  Department,  February  16,  1830. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor,  in  further  compliance  with  your  call,  to  submit  herewith  a  bill  which  propo- 
ses to  reduce  the  ofBcers  of  the  naval  corps  to  the  number  mentioned  therein;  which  number  is  designed 
to  be  regarded  as  the  lowest  to  which  the  wants  of  the  naval  service  will  at  present  permit  it  to  be 
carried,  or  as  the  minimum  of  a  peace  establishment. 

The  objects  proposed  to  be  attained  by  this  bill  are,  to  diminish  this  body  to  something  like  the 
number  actually  required  for  the  command  of  the  vessels-of-war,  and  other  purposes  of  the  service;  to 
relieve  the  navy  from  that  portion  of  its  ofiicers  who  are  deemed  to  be  least  useful  for  the  important 
objects  to  be  effected  by  it;  and  to  introduce  a  system  which  may  tend  in  an  important  degree  to 
economize  the  expenditure  for  its  support. 

The  task  imposed  on  the  Executive,  by  that  portion  of  the  bill  which  proposes  a  reduction  in  the 
number  of  the  officers  belonging  to  the  corps,  is  by  no  means  an  enviable  one;  but  it  is  demanded  by  the 
best  interests  of  the  navy  and  the  nation,  and  ought  not  to  be  shrunk  from. 

Annexed  is  an  exhibit  of  the  number  of  officers  at  this  time  on  the  rolls  of  the  navy,  the  minimum 
proposed  by  the  bill,  the  number  of  each  grade  which  the  bill  would  discharge  from  the  service,  the 
present  rate  of  pay  and  that  proposed  in  lieu  of  it,  and  the  saving  that  will  be  produced  by  the  reduction 
in  the  number  of  officers. 

The  bill  also  provides,  should  the  exigencies  of  the  service  demand  it,  that  the  President  shall  be 
vested  with  the  power  of  adding  to  the  corps,  by  promoting  such  number  of  officers  as  may  increase  it  to 
the  maximum  number  proposed  therein,  and  which  number  it  is  believed  will  be  equal  to  the  command  of 
as  .many  ships-of-war  as  will  be  r((|uirod  to  be  put  in  commission,  unless  some  change  should  take  place 
in  our  maritime  relations  with  othtr  pnwi-rs,  not  at  present  anticipated.  It  also  proposes  to  invest  the 
President  with  the  power  of  iiiakiii^'  ihi'  reduction  in  such  manner  as  he  may  think  will  best  promote  the 
interests  of  the  navy;  but  it  is  designed  that  this  process  shall  be  effected  with  the  aid  and  advice  of  a 
board  of  navy  ofBcers,  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose,  whose  high  standing,  and  acquaintance  with  the 
characters  of  the  different  officers  who  are  to  be  the  subjects  of  the  regulations  proposed  by  the  bill,  will 
justify  the  expectation  that  the  selections  will  be  made  with  strict  regard  to  the  respective  merits  of  the 
individuals. 

.  In  assigning  reasons  in  support  of  the  contemplated  reduction  of  the  number  of  officers  now  in  the 
service,  reference  is  respectfully  made  to  the  report  from  this  Department  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  first  of  December  last,  in  which  the  plan  of  a  peace  establishment  is  suggested  as  a  measure 
essential  to  its  yjrosperity  and  welfare. 

In  addition  to  the  arguments  therein  afforded  in  support  of  the  proposition,  it  may  be  added  that 
manifest  evils  arise  from  the  number  of  officers  now  in  service — more  than  can  be  usefully  employed 
therein. 

It  seems  to  be  a  point  agreed  upon  by  all  experienced  naval  officers,  that  lieutenants  and  midship- 
men should  be  kept,  as  much  as  possible,  on  duty  afloat,  and  in  the  line  of  their  profession.  To  effect 
this,  it  has  heretofore  been  the  practice  to  crowd  them  into  ships-of-war,  where  the  duties,  divided 
amongst  so  many,  demand  but  a  small  share  of  their  attention,  and  they  fail  to  acquire  those  habits  of 
diligent  and  undivided  attention  to  the  objects  in  which  they  are  engaged,  which  are  indispensable  in 
forming  the  character  of  an  officer. 

When  not  on  duty  afloat,  under  the  circumstances  just  ineiitimied,  tliey  are  permitted,  by  leave  of 
absence,  to  retire  amongst  their  friends,  in  the  country,  or  in  eitie-,  a\  heic.  in  putting  off  the  uniform, 
they  often  put  off  the  officer,  and  contract  habits  of  idlene.'-s  ..r  (lissip.iiiMii ;  ..i-  tliey  are  stationed,  in 
unnecessary  numbers,  at  the  navy  yards,  where,  having  little  tu  incite  them  to  the  steady  perform- 
ance of  duty,  they  often  adopt  courses  every  way  unfriendly  to  their  future  improvement  and  excel- 
lence in  their  profession.  Such  are  among  the  ill  consequences  which  naval  men  of  experience  have 
seen  to  result  from  an  excess  in  the  number  of  officers  retained  in  service,  beyond  the  ability  of  the 
nation  to  keep  in  useful  employment  in  the  the  line  of  their  profession. 

There  are,  doubtless,  many  ofiicers  of  the  navy,  who  have,  from  being  long  subjected  to  toils  and 
exposure  incident  to  a  mariner's  life,  and  the  encroachments  of  the  decrepitude  of  old  age,  become  inca- 
pable of  rendering  the  efficient  services  demanded  by  naval  duty  and  discipline.  Whatever  title  they 
may  have  to  the  gratitude  of  their  country,  and  to  such  provision  as  will  render  the  remnant  of  their 
lives  a  period  of  tranquillity  and  comfort,  they  can  have  no  claim  to  be  retained  on  the  list  of  those  to 
whom  are  confided  the  active  and  arduous  duties  of  sustaining  the  maritime  power  and  glory  of  their 
country. 

In  the  army  of  the  United  States  this  principle  of  reduction  has  been  resorted  to  on  several  occasions, 
and,  it  is  said,  always  with  advantage  to  the  efficiency  of  that  arm  of  the  national  defence,  and  with_a 
great  diminution  in  the  expenditure  for  its  maintenance.  Why  should  not  a  similar  course  be  pursued  in 
the  navy,  when  causes  even  more  cogent  and  imperative  prompt  the  measure? 
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In  the  report  made  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  before  referred  to,  some  few  remarks  were 
offered  on  the  justice  and  expediency  of  placing  the  naval  oiBcers  on  a  footing  with  the  ofBcers  of 
correspondent  grades  in  the  army,  with  respect  to  compensation  for  their  services.  In  support  of  this 
proposition,  it  has  been  urged  "that  the  commanders  of  the  American  navy  are  often  involved  in 
expenses  of  serious  amount,  arising  from  the  very  nature  of  the  duties  imposed  on  them  by  the  govern- 
ment;" that  "they  are  subjected  to  trials  by  courts-martial,  for  real  or  supposed  violations  of  the  laws 
of  nations,  by  themselves  or  those  placed  under  their  command,  and,  even  though  acquitted,  compelled  to 
encounter  consequent  expenses,  equal  in  amount  to  all  the  pay  they  have  received  from  the  nation  for 
the  period  of  their  command.  Of  the  labors  attaching  to  them,  it  may  be  said  that  there  is  no  situation 
under  the  government  by  which  they  are  surpassed.  To  them  their  fellow-citizens  abroad  fly  for  protec- 
tion when  oppressed,  for  aid  and  release  when  incarcerated  in  foreign  dungeons,  and  for  charity  when  in 
distress-  they  are  expected  tn  inat  witli  liberal  hospitality,  not  only  the  officers  of  their  own  ships  and 
squadrons,  but  to  reciprocate  tlie  polile  attentions  and  hospitality  of  foreign  officers  and  governments." 

To  meet  all  these  demands  upon  their  liberality  and  pride  of  country,  the  government  at  present 
grants  them  the  meagre  allowance  of  only  two  dollars  per  day  in  rations. 

"  When  it  is  considered  that  scarcely  any  officer  can  be  expected  to  reach  the  period  which  gives 
him  the  command  of  a  national  sliip-nf-war,  witlimit  having  his  expenses  increased  by  a  family  at  home, 
with  the  consequent  expenses  neeessarv  l'<n-  tlie  eiliieation  of  his  children,  and  not  unfrequently  in  giving 
protection  to  his  fellow-citi/.eiis  and  tlieii-  |irn|>erty,  in  places  besieged,"  and  that  his  expenses  are  multi- 
plied to  an  eiKirnidUs  de.ui-ee  liy  till'  icsirietidns  imposed  on  intercourse  with  the  sources  of  supply,  it 
l.ieciiHies  a|i|iai-eiit  tlial  tlie  ei unJM  nsat ioii  made  to  those  officers  is  inadequate  to  their  necessary  support, 
and  beJDW  lh;it  tn  which  peisniis  In  ililiiit;-  ilieii'  high  trusts  may  be  considered  to  be  justly  entitled. 

The  bill  fuitlicr  jnnvides  that  there  shall  be  added  two  grades  of  rank  in  the  navy,  in  advance  of 
those  which  have  heretofore  been  authorized  by  law. 

The  proposition  embraced  by  this  feature  of  the  bill  is  one  of  great  interest  to  the  character  and 
discipline  of  the  navy,  and,  it  is  hoped,  will  receive  the  favorable  consideration  of  Congress. 

In  support  of  it,'  I  would  respeetlidly  refer  tn  the  paper  accompanying  this,  marked  A,  containing  an 
extract  IVom  a  conimuuieati'in  made  \,\  an  exiieiieneed  officer  of  the  navy  to  this  Department,  in  answer 
to  a  call  upon  him  on  this  )iniiit,  whieii  ]u-esents  views  in  relation  to  it,  derived  from  sources  that  none 
but  nautical  men  could  have  access  to,  and  wliich  seem  to  carry  with  them  strong  claims  to  a  share  in 
the  deliberations  of  the  committee. 

After  the  full  exposition  which  is  contained  in  the  communication  referred  to,  it  cannot  be  necessary 
to  uro-e  much  more  in  support  of  the  opinions  therein  advanced.  I  would,  however,  only  add,  that  the 
distinction  which  the  title  of  admiral  confers,  is  granted  to  the  commanders  of  all  the  navies  of  other 
nations,  wherever  such  institutions  have  flourished;  that  to  this  distinction,  the  American  officers  have  as 
fair  a  claim  as  those  in  any  other  service;  that  it  will  ensure  to  the  commanders  of  our  squadrons  in 
foreio-n  ports,  and  on  foreign  stations,  that  respect  which  is  readily  rendered  to  rank,  but  never  to  mere 
meri?-  and  that  it  will  present  to  the  rising  officers  of  the  navy  a  point  of  elevation  and  honor  to  be 
aimed  at,  but  which  can  only  be  attained  by  eminent  gallantry  and  distinguished  good  conduct. 
'l  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BRANCH. 

The  Hon.  Robert  Y.  Hayxe,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  Senate  U.  S. 


An  act  to  reorganize  the  navy  of  the  United  States, 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  &c.,  That  the  officers  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States  shall  consist  of  not  less 
than  one  vice  admiral,  two  rear  admirals,  thirty  captains,  thirty  masters  commandant,  two  hundred  lieu- 
tenants, four  hundred  midshipmen,  including  those  who  have  passi'.l  cNamination,  thirty-five  surgeons, 
fifty  assistant  surgeons,  thirty-five  pursers,  ten  sailingmasters,  t wentv-renr  boatswains,  twenty-four 
gunners,  twenty-four  carpenters  and  twenty  sailmakers.  And  the  i'lesident  of  tlie  United  States  is 
hereby  authorized  and  required  to  reduce  the  number  of  officers,  at  such  time  or  times,  within  the  present 
year,  as  he  may  judge  expedient,  so  that  the  number  of  each  grade  shall  not  exceed  the  number  herein 
provided  for. 

Sec.  2.  And  hr  if  further  ennrled,  Tliat  tlie  President  of  the  Vuhod  States  be  and  he  is  hereby  autho- 
rized, whenever  tiie  jiublie  sei\-iee  mav  in  his  judunii'iit  re(|nire  it.  (o  incr<'ase  tlie  iiumber  of  each  of  the 
classes  of  officers,  b.dow  the  raid<  of'n'ar  admiral:  I'mn.h^l,  the  nnmber  of  the  respective  classes  shall 
in  no  case  exceed  the  !ollo\vin,i;-,  that  is  lo  say:  forty  captains,  lifty  mastei's  commandant,  two  hundred 
and  fifty  lieutenants,  five  hundred  midsliipmeii,  inclnding  those  who  have  passed  examination,  forty-five 
surgeons,  sixty  assistant  surgeons,  forty  |misers,  ihirty  sailingmasters,  thirty-five  boatswains,  thirty- 
five  gunners,  thirty-five  carpenters  and  thirty  sailmakers. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  fnrfhrr  enarfrd,  That  the  I'ollowing  shall  be  the  shore  pay,  or  the  pay  of  officers 
when  not  employed  in  actual  service  al  sea,  thai  is  r<<  say:  The  vice  admiral,  four  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars  per  anni'im.  Each  rear  adndral,  tour  thousanii  dollars  per  annum.  Each  captain,  two  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars  per  annum.  Each  mast(M-  commandant,  one  thousand  six  hundred  dollars  per  annum; 
and  the  pay  of  all  other  ollicers  shall  be  as  heretofore  fixed  by  law. 

Sec  4.  And  hr  if  furlhfr  enacted,  That  the  following  shall  be  the  sea  pay,  or  the  pay  of  officers  when 
employed  in  actual  service  at  sea,  that  is  to  say:  The  vice  admiral,  six  thousand  dollars.  Each  rear 
admiral,  fi\e  thousand  live  Inindi'ed  dollai's.  A  captain,  commanding  a  squadron  of  two  hundred  guns, 
and  upwards,  hve  thousand  live  iniiidred  dellars.  A  captain,  commanding  a  squadron  mounting  less  than 
two  hundri'd  ,t;uiis,  feur  thousand  live  Iniiidi-.d  dollars  per  annum.  A  captain,  commanding  a  ship  of  the 
line,  four  thousand  dollars  per  annum.  A  captain,  conjmanding  a  frigate  of  the  first  class,  three  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars  per  annum.  A  captain,  idmmanding  a  friga+e  of  the  second  class,  three  thousand 
two  hundred  dollars  per  annum.  A  master  connnandant,  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 
A  lieutenant,  commanding  a  brig  or  schooner,  or  acting  as  first  lieutenant  of  a  ship  of  the  line,  one 
thousand  six  hundred  dollars  per  annum.  A  first  lieutenant  of  a  frigate,  one  thousand  four  hundred 
dollars  per  annum.     A  first  lieutenant  of  a  sloop-of-war,  one  thousand  three  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 
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2:  or  Rcliooner,  one  thousand  two  hundred  doUai 


•s:  of  a  i'l-n 


A  first  lieutenant  of  a  br 
a  ship  of  the  line,  nin(^ 
dred  dollars  per  animni 
hundred  dollars;  of  a  tri; 
of  a  ship  of  the  line  (irih( 
class,  two  thnusaii.l  li\, 
thousand  six  liiiiiilr.'il  ( 
Which  CoHii.insati.ms  t^ 
profits,  heretniui'e  all.iwc 

Sec.  5.  And  he  if  n 
the  rolls  of  the  naw,  tin 

Sec.  6.  And  h-  ii  / 
authorized  to  cause  such  rules  and  regulations, 
expedient  for  the  government  of  the  navy,  for  the  ]> 
vance  of  duty  in  all  classes,   and  for  securing  the  1:1 
to  be  prepared;  and  sucli  rules  and  regulations,  wlic 
have  the  force  of  law.      And  tn  I'lialilc   llic  I'rcsidcnt 
further  authorized  to  inuvi'iic,  ai  siirli  (imi"  ami  plac^ 
of  professional  expi-rimci'  and   int.'lliL^eiii'i'   in   all   i 
carefully  to  investigate,  and  repor; 
nor  more  than officers  of  the 


per  annum.     A  sailingmaster  of 

A   sailing-master  of  a  frigate,  nine  hun- 

11-  cai  pihtci-,  of  a  ship  of  the  line,  seven 

ivi'  liiinilriMl  dollars  per  annum.     A  purser 

1  <lnnars;  ,,f  a  ship  of  the  line  of  the  second 

„       ,  thousand  dollars;    of  a   sloop-of-war,    one 

n(   a  bng  or  schooner,  one  thousand  three  hundred  dollars  per  annum 

ursors  shall  be  paid  to  them  in  lieu  of  all  perquisites,  emoluments,  and 

ni;  and  the  pay  of  all  other  ofiicers  shall  be  as  heretofore  fixed  by  law. 

i>ir/nl.  That  to  each  ofiicer  who  may,  under  this  act,  be  discontinued  on 

"7'v/,   Tliat  the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 

itcnt    with  existing  laws,  as  he  may  judge 

1  ni  (lis.-iiiliiic  and  ccimomy,  and  the  obser- 

pli.alinn  (.riiiiids  appropriated  for  the  navy, 

gulatir.ns,  when  appiovrd  l>y  liim  and  sanrii,,n._Ml  I. y  Congress,  shall 

•   Ilic  i'rcsidcnt  tu  cany  this  prnvisi,.],  int.,  lull   clVcct,  he  is  hereby 

I  (inic  and  place  as  lie  may  judge  expedient ,  a  lM,ai-,|  of  navy  officers, 

igence   in   all    in-anclies   i,t   the   service,   and  rc(|uirc  of  such  board 

ly  upon  the  subject;  which  board  shall  consist  of  not  less  than 


We  have  now  in  service,  three  frigates  of  the  first  class, 
sloops-of-war,  and  three  schooners. 

The  full. iwing  shows  the  number  of  officers,   at  this  time, 
ntinilM'r  pmpcscd   liy   ilie  I, ill,   and  the  number  of  each  corps  \ 
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gate  of  the  second  class,  elei 


on  the  rolls  of  the  navy;  the  minimum 
diich  the  bill  would  discharge  from  the 


Captains.. 
Masters  co 
Lieutenant 
Midshipiue 
Surgeons  . 
Assistant  :■ 


Boats\ 
Gunnc 
Carp(.. 
Sailms 


n  tho     No.  proposed       No.  t( 


200 
400 


admiral,  two  r 


Officers  of  rank  proposed  by  the  bill  to  be  appointed:   Om 

The  following  shows  the  increase  of  pay  proposed  by  the  bill,  in  the  case  of  each  officer: 


Captain  con 
Captain  am 
Captain  eon 
Captain  con 
Master  ,',,in 
Lient.aiant 
First  lienlci 
First  lieutei 
First  lieutei 
First  lieutei 
Master  of  a 
Master  of  a 
Boatswain,  gunner,  carpenter,  or  sailmaker  of  a  ship  of  the  lin 

Boatswain,  gunner,  carpenter,  or  sailmaker  of  a  frigate 

Boatswain,  gunner,  carpenter,  or  sailmaker  of  a  sloop 

Purser  of  a  ship  of  the  line,  1st  class 

Purser  of  a  ship  of  the  line,  2d  class 

Purser  of  a  frigate   '. 

Purser  of  a  sloop    

Purser  of  a  schooner 


iding  a 
a  ship 

schooner 

of  the  line 

a  sl(K)| 



the  lii 



Shon 


paij. 


Captain 

Master  commandant. 


resent  pay  per 

Proposed  pay. 

^h'^se" 

■;2,(i60  00 

$4,500  00 

$1,840  00 

1,930  00 

4,000  00 

2,170  00 

1,930  00 

3,500  00 

1,570  00 

1,930  00 

3,200  00 

1,270  00 

1,1 7(i  2.5 

2,500  00 

1,323  75 

l,n(i  2.5 

1,600  00 

423  75 

9(i5  00 

1,600   00 

635  00 

9(')r)  00 

1,400  00 

435  00 

9(i5   00 

1,300  00 

385  00 

9()5  00 

1,200  00 

235  00 

662  50 

950  00 

287  50 

662  50 

900  00 

237  50 

422  50 

100  00 

277  50 

422  50 

600  00 

177  50 

422  50 

500  00 

77  50 

662  50 

2,800  00 

2,137  50 

662  50 

2,500  00 

1,837  50 

662  50 

2,000  00 

1,337  50 

662  50 

1,600  00 

937   50 

662  50 

1,300  00 

637  50 

1,930  00 

2,500  00 

570  00 

1,176  25 

1,600  00 

423   75 

544 
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Ill  the  present  state  of  the  service,  the  bill  would  have  the  effect  of  increasing  the  pay  of  the  following 
number  and  description  of  officers: 

Having  four  squadrons,  each  captain  commanding  a  sqadron  less  than  200  guns,  would  receive, 

in  addition  to  the  pay  now  allowed  by  law ^1,840  00 

One  captain  commanding  a  frigate  of  the  2d  class,  would  receive 1 ,270  00 

Eleven  masters  commandant  commanding  sloops,  would  recive,  each 1 ,  323  15 

Three  lieutenants  commanding  schooners,  each 423   15 

Four  lirst  lieutenants  of  the  four  frigates,  each 435  00 

Eleven  fust  lieutenants  of  the  eleven  sloops,  each 335  00 

Three  first  lieutenants  of  the  three  schooners,  each 235  00 

Sea  jmy. 

Four  masters  of  frigates,  each 281  50 

Four  boatswains,  four  gunners,  four  carpenters,  and  four  sailmakers  of  frigates,  each Ill  50 

Eleven  boatswains,  eleven  gunners,  eleven  carpenters,  and  eleven  sailmakers  of  sloops,  each  11  50 

Four  pursers  of  frigates,  each 1 ,  331  50 

Eleven  pursers  of  sloops,  each 931  50 

Three  pursers  of  schooners,  each 631  50 

Fifteen  captains,  shore  pay,  each 510  00 

Seven  masters  commandant,  shuie  pay,  each 423   15 

The  pay  of  commandants,  ami  masters  commandant  of  yards,  and  the  masters  conmiandant  of  recruit- 
ing stations,  is  not  increased  liy  liie  L.ill. 


Fi!<cal  effect  of  the  proposed  bill. 
The  reduction  in  the  number  of  officers  will  produce  the  following  annual  diminution  of  expense, 

Seven  captains  of  the  navy $1 , 

Four  masters  commandant I , 

Fifty-eight  lieutenants 

Seventy-six  midshipmen 

Four  surgeons,  say 1 , 

Eight  assistant  surgeons,  say 

Eight  pursers 

Thirty-five  sailinginasters   

Eight  boatswains 

One  carpenter 


4 


Each. 

Total 

030    00 

$13,410 

lit)  25 

4,105 

965  00 

55,910 

318  25 

24,263 

000   00 

4,000 

000   00 

4,800 

662  50 

5,300 

662   50 

23,181 

422  50 

3,380 

422  50 

3,380 

422 

The  proposed  increase  will  cost,  annually,  as  follows: 

Each.  Total. 

One  vice  admiral $4,500  00 

Two  rear  admirals $4,000  00  8,000  00 

Four  captains  commanding  squadrons 1,840  00  1,360  00 

One  captain  second  class  frigate 1,210  00 

Fifteen  captains,  shore  pay 510  00  8,550  00 

Seven  masters  commandant,  shore  pay 423   15  2, 96^  25 

Eleven  masters  commandant,  sea  pay 1,323  15  14,561  25 

Three  lieutenants  commanding  schooners 423   15  1,211   25 

Four  first  lieutenants  of  frigates  435  00  1 ,  140  00 

Eleven  first  lieutenants  of  sloops 335  00  3, 685  00 

Three  first  lieutenants  of  schooners 235  00  105  00 

Four  masters  of  frigates 231  50  950  00 

Four  boatswains,  four  gunners,  four  carpenters  and  four  sailmakers  of  frigates, 

say  sixteen Ill   50  2,840  00 

Eleven  boatswains,  eleven  gunners,  eleven  carpenters  and  eleven  sailmakers, 

of  sloops,  say  forty-four "tl  50  3,410  00 

Four  pursers  of  frigates 1,331   50  5,350  00 

Eleven  pursers  of  sloops 931   50  10,312  50 

Three  pursers  of  schooners 631   50  1,912  50 

Add  two  sailmakers  to  the  roll 422  50  845  00 

$81,028   15 

Deduct 800  00 


$80,228  15 
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In  the  preceding  statement  an  annual  increase  of  pay  is  allowed  to  fonr  captains  commanding- 
squadrons,  at  $l,840"eacli;  tiiat  t>oino-  the  dift'rn'ncc  botw(N.n  tlio  h-qal  pav  of  a  coniinod. n-o  ('S-J.lifiO)  and 
the  proposed  pay  ($4,500).  It  has,  however,  hmi  usual  nf  h.ie  y,.ars  1.".  aUuw  a  .niniiKKh.iv  s2,000  per 
annum,  in  addition  to  the  $lMW;iI:  h.'iu-c,  il' this  Ik-  tak.n  int..  ronsi.hiatinn,  instead  nf  th.'  l.ill  in. leasing 
the  expense  in  this  particular,  it  would  actually  dimini.sh  tlicni  SltK)  in  each  case,  oi  ^(ItO  in  the  four 
cases. 

The  increase  in  the  pay  of  pursers,  amounting-  in  the  aggregate  to  $17,575,  will  be  more  than  saved 
by  the  arrangement  proposed  with  respect  to  pursers.  They  have,  heretofore,  been  allowed  to  charge 
certain  percentages  njion  slops  and  other  articles  sold  to  the  crews.  This  practice  it  is  ]iroi)osed  to 
discontinue;  ami  the  ,-ulistitute  is.  In  add  10  per  cent,  upon  the  slops  issiied  to  the  erew:  this  10  per 
cent,  will  he  paid  to  the  ^nveL  ninent,  !iiid  thus  a  Saving  will  arise  certainly  niei<'  than  e.|ui\  alent  in 
amount  to  the  increase  of  i,ay  pniposed  for  the  pursers;  while  the  crews  to  whom  the  ailieles  are  issued, 
getting  them  at  reduced  prices,  will  derive  an  advantage  calculated  to  render  the  service  more  agreeable 
and  popular  with  thein. 

These  considerations,  which  fairly  belong  to  the  estimate,  will  reduce  the  amount  of  the  preceding 
statement  $-24,935,  so  that  the  proposed  increase  will  actually  cost  only  $55,293.75;  which  sum,  deducted 
from  the  amount  of  the  proposed  reduction,  viz.,  $142,818,  will  show  an  annual  saving  of  $87,524.25. 
Thus— 

Amount  A $142,818  00 

Deduct  B,  as  explained  above > 55,293  75 

Difference $87,524  25 


The  following  table  shows  how  much   the  expense,  annually,  of  each  ship  of  each  class,  cruising 
singly,  would  be  increased  by  the  proposed  bill: 


Ships  of  the  line. 

Frigates. 

Sloops. 

First  class. 

Second  Class. 

First  class. 

Second  class. 

Captain  or  commodore.. 

First  lieutenant 

Sailingmaster 

Boatswain 

$2,170  00 
287  50 
635  00 
277  50 
277  50 
277  50 
277  50 
2,137  50 

$2,170  00 
635  00 

287  50 
277  50 
277  50 
277  50 
277  50 
1,837  50 

$1,570  00 
435  00 
237   50 
177  50 
177  50 
177  50 
177  50 
1,337  50 

$1,270  00 
435  00 
237  50 
177  50 
177  50 
177  50 
177  50 
1,337  50 

$1,323  75 
335  00 

$423  75 
235  00 

77'50' 

77  50 
77  50 
77  50 
937  50 

Sailmaker 

Purser 

637  50 

Total 

$6,690  00 

$6,390  00 

$4,490  00 

$4,190  00 

$2,906  25 

$1,296  25 

The  fact,   that  the  navy  of  i 
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Id  n,,t  ha 


ith 


lishe 


the 


galla 

our  country.  Early  in  our  Revo 
date,  they  were  captains;  and  in 
they  were  still  found  to  be  "  captaint 
Is  it  inexp<'dient  in  this  arm  of  c 
nundiers  than  some  of  the  maritime  powers  of  Europe?  Tin 
adopted;  the  attention  and  respect,  which  it  fails  to  com 
shuuM   he  made  up   to  it  by  the   rank   and  ^    ' 


Extract  A. 

'  United   States  should  have  existed  for 
)tain,  is  a  circumstance  which  excites   the 

aMishmenl   assigned  the  navy  vitv  nairo 
^eivici'  in  lleets  or  squadrons,  was  not  ver; 

\-  of  it  on   that   account:  for  even    tJL.  ii    tl 

\  their  skill,  valor,  and  patriotism,  to  establish  the  independence  of 
lonary  war,  they  were  appointed  captains:  in  wars  of  more  recent 
;er  vears,  when  the  scenes  of  life  were  about  to  close  around  them, 


pwards  of  thirty  years 
surprise  of  all,  and  the 
limits,  the  necessity  for 
uicat ;  l)ut  a  just  policy 
•ontained  several 


de.^ 


the  1 


uld  1 
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ill) 
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able 


mployed  by  two  friendly  powers;  the 
an  equality  of  etfort,  opinion,  and  ves|Hinsihility, 
have  occurred  even  to  the  limited  service  of  the 
and  history  furnishes  numerous  instances  of  f)r( 
others,  when  a  combination  of  their  foivi's,  only,  c 

If  we    turn  our    eyes    ha.ck  to    the    period  of   tl 

under  an  American  captain,  was  sent  to  chastise  t 
find  that  a  similar  force,  under  an  admiral,  was  en 
same  object;  neither  of  which,  separately,  could 
eflected  everything  desired,  and  in  a  short  time  hu 


1  the  two  com 


litcd  in  force  and 
-eon,  ought  to  be 

>WQ  or  numbers, 
lit  occur,  as  have 

'hjects,  would  be 
,  of  the  American 

iiibined  efforts  of 
anders  forbidding 


In 

practicable;    ti 

Executive  ol'  i 


of   th' 


ispa 


nd    the 


inequality  of  ra 
in  such  a  union  of  arms.     Occasions   may  arise,  and 
United  Stales;  they  may  also  frequently  occur  again; 
•i^-n  powers,  ono-au'ed  in   resisting  the  aggressions  of 

o'uhl  .fVe.'t    the  o'bjei'ts  ..f    tlleir  hostility. 

le  war  \vith  Tii]ioli,  •\\lien  an  inadequate  naval  force, 
hat  re-ency  lor  iIkmi'  insults  and  aggressions,  we  will 
iployed  by  Sweden,  against  that  regency,  for  the  very 
or  ilid  eil'eet  anything,  but  united,  they  would  have 
ve  dictated  their  own  terms  to  the  enemy. 

if  the  ( nnanders,  a  union  of  the  two  forces  was  not 

ULis  o|  an  American  captain,  would  not  admit  of  his 
■ilmaie  sit  nation  with  others,  which  no  order  of  the 
le  national  representation,  would  exact.     After  a  short 
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period,  the  Swedish  forces  retired  from  the  contest,  having-  made  peace  by  tribute.  The  United 
States  continued  the  war  a  few  years  longer,  nor  did  they  retire  under  a  treaty  of  peace,  until  after 
encountering'  heavy  additional  expenses,  for  continu jd  and  increased  forces  and  the  loss  of  one  of  their 
finest    frigates,    the    incarceration  of  her    officers    and   ci-ew  for    many  months,    in    dungeons,   and    the 


final   1 


expenditure  of  a  considerable  sum  of  money 
attach  to  the  subject  of  precedence  or  eijual 
be  forg'otten  that  even  the  most  inconsideral) 
be  overlooked;  consequently,  our  interr()iiis( 
commanders  are  nowhere  received  on  that 
our  country  anil  llic  hnnm- ..f  ,,iir  ll;,--.  On 
With  one  or  two  imtinns,  ;i  disimsition  has  I 
squadrons  on  a  hinting,  in  tiiis  respect,  witl 
commander  could  so  far  forget  himself  as  to  : 
by  the  policy  of  his  own  government. 

On  the  subject  of  necessity  and  utility  for  further 
is  the  deteriiiratidn  ef  its  (liseipHne,  to  sneii  an  equality  ha 
only  a  few  days'  dilferenee  in  tli.'ir  aii|M.intni<Mils,  nv  nt  le 
their  relative'  respeels,  rm'nts,  and  aullKirilv,  that  il  w 
welfare  and  I'llieienev  uf  the    marine,  as  well'  as  tn  preser 


som.  However  little  importance  we  may 
u-s,  and  salutes  with  fnreign  nathms,  it  should  not 
[•  powers  cnnsider  them  of  ton  much  consequence  to 
ange  (if  huspitah'ties  with  them  are  marred,  for  our 
.liieli  does  ni]t  iiivnhe  a  diminiifcion  of  respect  for 
^  feel  it  tine;  bnl  Unit  feeling  is  for  their  country. 
ed  |o  phn-e  the  captains  in  c<mimand  of  American 
'st  grach'  of  their  flag  officers.  But  no  Ampricau 
a  boon  iroui  anj^  others  that  which  was  denied  him 


rank  in  the  navy,  it  may  be  observed,  such 
c  the  higher  grades  in  il  arrived,  with  perhaps 
st  amongst  many  of  them,  to  mark  and  define 
uld  seem  alis.ihilely  necessary  to  the  future 
e  it  on  ih;it  iiigh  eminence  to  which  its  deeds 
in  arms  liad  raised  it.  If  we  revert  to  the  periods  past  when  the  navy  ..f  this  nation  stood  high  in  the 
estimation  of  many,  and  was  snipasseil  by  none  toi-  its  chivalry,  galhinlry,  and  discipline;  when  its  ranks 
were  constilnled  a  iiaiid  of  liorthers;  when  the  proudest  feelings  of  tlie  higli(/st  olhc<'r  were  elicited  by  an 
order  to  conduct  thi'  mitional  tlag  into  foreign  seas;  if  we  look  at  llie  present,  how  sadly  is  it  reversed. 
We  behold  Ihcm  now.  no  longei-  prond  of  orders  I'or  litreign  service,  but  striMiuously  urging  claims  to 
stations  on  shore,  and  <'veii  preferring  inacti\-ity  to  the  command  of  the  finest  ships. 

By  the  past  p..licy  of  refusing  rank  and  emolument  to  the  navy,  with  the  officers  under  the  obliga- 
tion to  submit  to  oiilers,  and  the  Executive  under  the  necessiiy  to  give  them  for  the  public  good,  our 
captains  are  placed  in  commands  which  impose  responsibilities,  hibors,  duties,  and  consequences,  that 
neither  tiieir  raid<  justifies,  nor  their  emoluments  compeiisnte  foi-;  if  we  ask,  what  are  those  responsi- 
bilities? It  is  answeicd,  the  conduct,  the  preser\-ation,  tlie  ordei-  and  efficiency,  of  not  only  the  vessels 
they  command  tliemsel\-es,  bnt  tliose  of  whole  lieets,  :is  well  as  the  conduct  of  their  commanders.  The 
law  requires  that  they  slionid  visit  them  frequently  and  see  for  themsidves,  that  they  should  supply  them 
efficiently  with  everything  ess(>ntial,  and  Ik^  held  responsible  for  their  economj';  and  we  have  already  had 
instances,  where  losses  have  arisen  fioni  the  iletentioii  or  capture  of  vessels,  by  a  vessel  attached  to  a 
squadron,  in  which  (lie  courts  of  the  rinteil  Slates  have  not  hesitated  to  give  damages  against,  not  the 
commander  of  the  vessel,  Init  the  captain  connuanding  the  scpuidron. 

The  increase  of  the  national  marine  forces — the  necessity  of  employing  a  large  portion  of  them  as 
a  school  for  the  instruction,  on  professional  points,  of  the  young  (jfficers,  and  the  protection  of  our 
rights  and  interests  abroad— the  increased  numbers  comprising  its  grades — the  support  of  order,  efficiency, 
and  disciidine— not  only  call  for  further  rank  and   justify  it,  but  absolutely  re(piire  it.     In  justice  to  the 


officers,  til 
effin-ts,  ga 
bilities  sin 
The  n 
themselve; 
nation,  wl 

to  enable  it  to  sustain,  for  the  national  benefit, 
more  to  sustain  it.     Like  that  beautiful  specimen  of  arcliiteclni 
of  the  citizens  of  a  not  far  distant  city,  to  sustain   tlie  statu 
that  statue  to  the  monumental  summit,  required  but  slender  s 
ages  yet  to  come,  requires  all  the  strength  and  sididity  of  the 


be  placed  on  a  fioting  \ 
V,  and  skill,  to  their  hazards  am 
iot  b,.  imposed  on  them,  which  ne 
imple  justice  demands  that  they  ; 
)ad  as  American  commanders,  am 
nred  a  reputation  i 


It  is  due  to  their  past 

s;  and  only  light  that  duties  and  responsi- 
iiik  nor  cominissi(m  naturally  requires. 
Iter  compensated,  to  enable  them  to  support 
lies  .at  home  as  husbands  and  fathers.  A 
lie  woiM,  ought  to  have  no  means  withheld 
11.  Il  requires  much  to  gain  reputation,  but 
ire,  raised  by  the  mnnilicence  and  patriotism 
1  ^^'ashington:  to  elevate 
Hit  to  sustain  it  there,  for 
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AUTHORIZATION  OF  THE  NAVAL  EXPLORING  EXPEDITION  IN  THE  SOUTH  SEAS  AND 
PACIFIC  OCEAN,  AND  OF  THE  PURCHASE  OF  AND  PAYMENT  FOR  ASTRONOMICAL 
AND  OTHER  INSTRUMENTS  FOR  THE  SAME. 


communicated  to  the  house  0 


!SENTATIVES  MARCH  17,   1830. 


Mr.  White,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Lieutenant  Charles 
Wilkes,  jr.,  of  the  United  States  navy,  reported: 

That  it  appears  from  the  proceedings  of  this  House  that  a  resolution  was  adopted  on  the  21st  of  May, 
1828,  authorizing  the  President  of  tlie  tinited  States  to  send  one  of  the  small  public  ships  into  the  Pacific 
ocean  and  South  sea  to  examine  the  coasts,  islands,  harbors,  shoals  and  reefs  in  those  seas,  provided  it 
could  be  effected  without  prejudice  to  the  general  interest  of  the  naval  service;  and  provided  it  could  be 
done  without  further  appropriations  during  that  year. 

And  your  committee  find,  from  a  report  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  on  the  27th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1828,  to  the  Piesideiit,  that  the  sloop-of-war  Peacock  was  selected  for  this  service,  and  placed  under 
the  command  of  Master  Commamlanl  Tiioinas  Ap  Catcsby  Jones;  and  Lieutenant  Charles  Wilkes,  jr.,  was 
selected  as  astronomer  to  the  expedition. 

Lieutenant  Wilkes  was  instructed,  in  order  to  carry  into  effect  the  contemplated  object,  to  purchase 
a  number  of  astronomical  and  mathematical  instruments;  a  list  of  which,  with  the  letter  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  is  hereunto  annexed. 
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Your  committee  have  annexed  a  statement  of  the  articles  paid  for  by  the  Navy  Department  and  also 
those  paid  for  by  the  navy  ao-.,_M)t  at  New  York.  The  sum  of  about  $3,300  remains  unpaid  to  sundry 
individuals,  f.,r  instruments  purchased  by  the  said  Lieutenant  Charles  Wilkes,  jr.,  as  will  appear  from  the 
statement  annexed. 

As  this  otiicer  acte<l  in  go.ul  faith,  under  the  orders  of  the  Navy  Department,  your  committee  are  of 
opinion  that  relief  should  be  afforded  to  him  for  the  liability  he  has  incurred;  and  therefore  report  a  bill 
authorizing-  the  proper  accounting-  officer  to  adjust  the  accounts  of  the  parties  interested. 

Schedule  qf  the  astronomical  and  mathematical  insti'uments  2^urchased  for  the  exploring  expedition  to  the 
Pacific  ocean  and  South  sea. 

Articles  paid  for  by  Xavy  Department: 

To  Lieutenant   Wilkes,  for  rellecting  circle §1 25  00 

To  E.  iMaury,  for  se.'ctant '  '  '  '  '  ''   ^5  qo 


Articles  paid  fur  by  navy  agent  at  New  " 
To  F.  R.  Ila-^sler,  for  rellectiiiu-  and  repealing- 

To  F.   Robert,  h.r  eeh.stial  alias 

To  K.  Patten,   f.r   aililieial   huriz  ,ns,  &c 

To  P.  Burtsell,    for  I k^,   cVc 

To  G.  Chiltni,.  tnr  baiMiiM.ter  and  hygrometer, 

To  C.  AVoakli  \ ,  t\<[-  s\  iii]iiesometer 

ToR.  Patten,' b.r  sextants 


The  following-  bills  remain  unpaid: 

To  Lieutenant  Wilkes, 
For  barometer,  hygrometer,  &c.,  imported  by  Professor  Renwick 

To  Richard  Patten, 

For  repeating  theodolite $560  00 

For  variation  transit , 5,50  00 

For  frame  for  pendulum 20  00 

For  azimuth  compass 60  00 

For  dijiping  needle,  &c 60  00 

For  telescope 20  00 

For  spirit  levels 30  00 

To  B.  &  S.  Demilt, 

For  astronomical  clock  and  case $180  00 

For  three  eight-day  chronometers 1 ,  2150  00 

For  one  pocket  chronometer 2(i0  00 

To  Lieutenant  Wilkes, 

For  instruments  ordered  from  England 

For  instruments  ordered  from  France 


$500 

00 

14 

00 

145 
12T 

00 
00 

43 

50 

38 

00 

300 

00 

SI 

,i(n 

50 

SI50  00 
8  00 

1,(00  00 

158  60 
$3,248  00 

To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  Rouse  of  Eepresentatives,  in  Congress  assembled: 

Your  petitioner,  Charles  Wilkes,  jr.,  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  respectfully 
showeth:  That  he  received  an  order  at  Washington,  dated  18th  November,  1828,  from  the  Hon.  Samuel 
L.  Southard,  the  then  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  directing  him  to  proceed  to  New  York,  and  there  procure 
and  prepare  certain  instruments  for  the  exploring  expedition  about  to  be  fitted  out,  named  in  a  list 
enclosed  with  his  orders,  both  of  which  ;  re  hereunto  annexed,  marked  A  No.  1  and  2.  That,  in  pursu- 
ance of  said  orders,  he  proceeded  to  New  York,  and  procured  some  of  the  said  instruments,  and  ordered 
others  to  be  made.  That  he  was  directed,  by  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  of  the  4th  Decem- 
ber, 1828,  (hereunto  annexed,  marked  B,)  to  send  the  bills,  certihed,  to  the  navy  agent  of  the  New  York 
station,  for  payment;  that  he  continued  to  do  so  until  the  lieginning  of  April,  when  the  navy  agent  refused 
to  pay  any  more  money,  until  a  further  order  from  the  |)e|iariiiieiii.  That  your  petitioner  then  wrote  to 
the  Hon.  John  Branch,  the  present  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  iiileinniig  him  of  the  refusal  of  the  navy  agent 
to  pay  anymore  money,  and  requested  to  know  in  what'inanner  vonr  petitioner  was  to  liquidate  the  dif- 
ferent bills  for  the  instruments  then  making,  aii.l,  in  aiiswr,  he  n.e,.ived  a  lett.T  fmni  the  II, ,1,.  John 
Branch,  dated  13th  May,  1829,  (hereunto  .ann.exed.  marked  C.j  stating  "  that  Coiign'ss  had  made  ,,0  appro- 
priation for  the  expenses  of  this  expedition."  And  your  petitioner  fnrilier  ad. Is,  that  in  sulise.punt  verbal 
communications,  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy  told  liiin  that,  as  Congress  had  made  no  appropriation, 
or  done  any  act  to  countenance  the  orders  given  your  petitioner,  he  regretted  he  could  not  afibrd  your 
petitioner  any  relief;  but  advised  your  petitioner  to  make  application,  by  a  petition,  to  Congress,  at  their 
next  session:   which  your  petitioner  now  does,  and  humbly  prays  that  relief  may  be  aflbrded  him,  by  an 
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appropriation  to  the  amount  of  the  claims  (hereunto  annexed,  marked  D)  against  the  exploi-ing  expe- 
dition incurred  by  your  petitioner  in  obedience  to  the  aforementioned  orders  from  the  Navy  Department. 

CHARLES  WILKES,  Jr.,  Lieutenant  U.  S.  Navy. 


New  York,  Febritarij  10,  1830. 
Sir:  Ilnvino-  iinrlorstoo.l,  by  a  lottor  roroivod  from  llr.  Cnldon  yowtorday,  tliat  the  bills  that  are 
annexed  to  my  jk  titiou  have  not  cuablrd  the  nimiiiillco  ofwliich  ydii  aiv  ciiiuriiian  to  ascertain  the 
amounts  due, 'and  In  wlhuii,  and  that  tIicv  (in-lil  tn  liavi^  been  atlcstrd  by  llic  |iarties  themselves,  I 
readily  embrace  tliiw  (.ppnrlniiity  ,,f  cnrlnsiiig  c.pii.s  , if  them,  altcstrd  by  the  parties,  viz:  Richard  Patten, 
and  Benjamin  and  Samuel  Demilt,  lest  my  letter  to  Mr.  White,  telling  the  circumstances,  written  a  few 
days  since,  should  not  have  proved  satisfactory  to  your  committee.  I  also  enclose  the  receipt  of  Pro- 
fessor Renwick  for  the  amount  paid  him  by  me.  I  extremely  regret  that  the  course  I  was  advised  to 
pursue  has  been  so  irregular;  the  mortification  of  being  obliged  to  petition  is  alone  sufficiently  great, 
witliout  any  ailibi inns;  if  there  should  be  anything  else  that  I  could  rectify,  I  should  be  most  happy  to 
know  it,  that  the  elaini  may  have  an  early  settlement. 

\Vith  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

CHARLES  WILKES,  Jr.,  Lieut.  U.  S.  Navy. 
Hon.  Michael  Hoffjian,  Chairman  Naoal  Committee,  House  of  Representatives. 

United  States, 

To  Richard  Patten,  Dr. 
1829. 

December  4th.     Fur  one  repealing  theedolite $560  00 

Fni-une  varialinn  transit 550  00 

F<.r  .me  frame  lur  penduhun 20  00 

For  one  uziniulh  compass,  counterpoise  movable 60  00 

For  one  dipping  needle  apparatus 60  00 

For  one  telescope,  for  observing  coincidences 20  00 

For  two  spirit  levels,  each  $10 20  00 

For  two  spirit  levels,  each  $5 10  00 

$1,300  00 

State  of  New  York,  ss: 

Richard  Patten,  being  duly  sworn,  saith:  Tliat  he  is  the  manufacturer  of  the  instruments  named  in 
the  above  bill,  and  that  they  were  expressly  made  for  the  United  States,  for  the  exploring  expedition, 
and  that  they  were  ordered  by  Lieutenant  Charles  Wilkes,  jr.,  of  the  United  States  navy,  acting  under 
the  orders  of  the  Hon.  S.  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States;  and  further,  that  to 
him,  the  said  Richard  Patten,  the  said  amount  of  thirteen  hundred  dollars  is  solely  and  justly  due  for 
said  instruments  at  fair  prices. 


Sworn  before  me,  this  19th  day  of  February,  18 


RICHARD  PATTEN. 
W.  P.  HALLETT,  Notary  Public. 


New  York,  December  5,  1829. 


United  States  Exploring  Expedition, 

Bought  of  B.  &  S.  Demilt. 

One  astronomical  clock,  with  an  extra  pendulum $160  00 

One  strong  plain  mahogany  case  for  astronomical  clock 20  00 

Three  eight-day  box  chronometers,  at  $420 1 ,  260  00 

One  silver  cased  chronometer,  pocket  size 260  00 

$1,100  00 


The  astronomical  clock  and  extra  pendulum  were  manufactured  by  us,  and  all  the  above  articles 
were  ordered  by  Lieutenant  Wilkes,  for  the  United  States  exploring  expedition. 

BENJAMIN  DEMILT. 

City  of  Neio  York,  ss: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  this  18th  daj^  of  February,  1830,  Benjamin  Demilt,  one  of  the  above 
firm  of  B.  &  S.  Demilt,  and,  being  duly  aflirmed,  declared  the  above  account  to  be  correct. 

WILLIAM  W.  MOTT,  Alderman. 

This  is  to  certify  that  I  have  received  ninety  dollars  from  Lieutenant  Charles  Wilkes,  jr.,  of  the 
United  States  navy,  being  the  amount  paid  for  a  barometer,  hj^grometer,  and  magnetic  apparatus, 
imported  by  me  for  the  exploidng  expedition. 

$90.  .  JAS.  RENWICK. 

New  York,  February  19,  1830. 
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Sir:  I  have 
tioQ  in  the  cas 
for  instruments,  c* 
copy  of  the  resolr 
one  of  our  siiiail 
subject  from  the  i 
correspondence  I'l 
thisexpediti.m.  ;e 

It  will  be  s,-t 
Ap  C.  Jones,  for  t 
determiiie  to  pn. 
suggested  wln'tln 
ments  to  be  made 
of  the  value  and  ,: 
or  navy  ai;-ent  at 


he  chiims  the 
petition  and  < 


the  honor  (in  compliance 
of  Lieutenant  Wilkes,  whose  claims  and  petiti 


Navy  Department,  March  13,  1830. 
ith  your  letters  of  the  3d  and  21st  idtimo,  calling  for  infori 
""jn,  with  certain  accounts  of  other  perso 
ere  enclospd   in   your  letters)   to  submi 
list  Ma       '  - 


The  Hon.  Michael  Hoff.ma> 


tliey  were  engaged,  a 
ate  keeping,  or  to  this 
;1  from  the^ourth  And 
r  allowances  received  1  _ 

for  extra  duty,  whilst  engaged 
■with  returned. 
sir,  your  obedient  servant. 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Alfa 


28,  declarin[^ 
an  and  SmuiI,  sea;  also,  an  extrac't  upon  this 
if  tlir  L'Tili  Novrmber,  1828,  and  copies  of  the 
\\  ilkis  and  ntlicr  officers,  having  reference  to 
s  set  fortli  in  Ins  petition. 

TO  par. -has,  d  and  engaged  by  Captain  Thomas 
Li'Utcuant  Wilkes;  and  should  the  committee 
■nted  by  Lieutenant  Wilkes,  it  is  respectfully 
liers  in  the  same  bill,  and  requiring  the  settle- 
rith  satisfactory  evidence  that  thoarticles  are 
have  been  delivered  to  the  commanding  officer 


sneh  articles  as  have  been  paid  for,  and  of 

* nt  Wilkes  during  the  period  for  which 

in  preparing  for  this  expedition.     The 


JNO.  BRANCH. 

•,s-,  H.  of  Rep. 


Congress  of  the  United  States,  Twentieth  Congress,  First  Session.  \ 
In  the  House  (f  Eepresentatives,  May  21,  1S28.  j 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  that  one  of  our  small  public  vessels  be  sent  to  the  Pacific  ocean  and 
South  sea,  to  examine  the  coasts,  islands,  harbors,'  shoals,  and  reefs  in  those  seas,  and  to  ascertain  their 
true  situation  and  description. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested  to  send  one  of  our  small  public  ships 
into  those  seas  for  that  purpose;  and  that  he  be  requested  to  aSbrd  such  facilities  as  may  be  within  the 
reach  of  the  Navy  Department,  to  attain  the  object  proposed;  provided  it  can  be  effected  without  preju- 
dice to  the  general  interest  of  the  naval  service,  and  provided  it  may  be  done  without  further  appropria- 
tion during  the  present  year. 

Attest:  M.  ST.  CLAIR  CLARKE,  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


^xw-  Department,  November  18,  1828. 
Sir:  It  is  important  that  the  instruments  for  the  exploring  rxpoditi.ni  be  prepared  without  unneces- 
sary delay.  You  will,  thru  lure,  proceed  to  New  York,  and  cxncisc  your  best  industry,  skill,  and 
judgment,  in  procuring  and  pnajaring  them.  The  enclosed  list  will  bo  _\our  guide  for  the  present.  You 
will  communicate  to  the  Department  the  purchases  you  make,  and  tiiu  prices  j'ou  agree  to  pay,  that  the 
necessary  orders  on  the  subject  may  be  given.  The  utmost  regard  to  economy  is  expected  in  all  you  do. 
I  will  endeavor  to  procure  the  astronomical  clock  which  is  at  West  Point. 
I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 

SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 
Lieutenant  Charles  Wilkes,  Jr.,  U.  S.  Nav>j,  Washington. 


List  of  instruments  for  the  expedition  in  the  Soutli  sea. 

ASTRONOMICAL. 

One  i-epcating  circle,  one  foot  in  diameter — bought;  one  repeating  reflecting  circle — bought;  two 
repeating  theodolites,  six  inches  vertical  circle;  two  sextants,  one  vai-iation  transit,  three  artificial 
horizons,  one  astronomical  clock,  one  clock  with  invariable  pendulum,  one  experimental  pendulum  and 
frame;  two  stands  for  the  clocks;  three  chronometers  of  the  very  best  quality,  one  to  be  set  to  sideral 
time;  one  pocket  chronometer  for  transporting. 

MAGNETIC    INSTRUMENTS 

One  diurnal  variation  apparatus;  one  azimuth  compass,  counterpoise  movable;  two  compasses,  with 
Barlow's  computation;  one  dipping  needle;  one  needle  for  the  intensity  of  magnetism. 


METEOROLOGICAL    INST 

Two  marine  barometers,  one  of  Daniells'  standard  barometers,  two  mountain  barometers,  one  sympre- 
somet(M-,  t^\•(l  Dain(dls'  hygrometers,  two  electrometers,  one  hydrometer,  one  self-registering  thermometer, 
one  for  s.ilar  radiation,  one  for  terrestrial  radiation,  twelve  of  various  sizes,  coinmon  ones;  six  spare  baro- 
meter tubes,  and  purified  mercury;  a  portable  observatory  with  instruments,  to  be  used  for  sheltering-  the 
instruments  and  observers;  a  number  of  small  parts  of  the  different  instruments,  such  as  will  be  required 
in  case  of  meeting  with  accidents,  that  the  instruments  may  not  become  useless. 

Most  of  these  instruments  are  for  the  especial  use  of  the  astronomer,  and  therefore  only  one  set  will 
be  required;  and  the  other  vessel  may  be  supplied  with  ones  less  costly. 

A  complete  set  of  drawing  instruments  fur  the  construction  of  charts,  &c. 
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Extract  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  made  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  November  27,  1828. 

Oil  tlit^  2Ist  May,  1828,  the  House  of  Representatives  passed  a  resolution  requesting  the  President 
of  the  United  States  "to  send  one  of  our  small  vessels  to  the  Pacific  ocean  and  South  sea,  to  examine  the 
coasts,  islands,  harbors,  shoals,  and  reefs  in  those  seas,  and  to  ascertain  their  true  situation  and  descrip- 
tion;" aud  authorizing  the  use  of  such  facilities  as  could  be  afforded  by  the  Department,  vi'ithout  further 
appropriation  during  the  year.  To  this  resolution  it  was  your  earnest  wish  that  early  and  full  attention 
should  be  paid. 

There  was  no  vessel  belonging  to  our  navy  which  in  its  then  condition  was  proper  to  be  sent  upon 
this  expedition.  The  Peacock  was  therefore  selected,  and  placed  at  the  Navy  yard  at  New  York,  to  be 
repaired,  and  supplied  with  conveniences  suited  to  the  object.  Her  repairs  and  preparations  are  now 
nearly  completed,  and  she  will  be  ready  to  sail  in  a  few  weeks. 

lu  looking-  to  the  ^Ti'at  piirpnsc  for  whicli  this  resolution  was  passed,  and  the  difBcultics  and  dangers 
which  11111-^1  iicrcssiirily  lie  ciicounlcriMl,  il  seemed  to  be  both  unsafe  and  inexpedient  to  send  only  one 
vessel       lint  the  Dcpartnicnt  did  not    feci  that   it  had  authority,  either  to   purchase   another,  or  to  detach 

one  more  of  tlie  small  v.'ssels  ,,r  thr  navv,  to  W  joined  with  the   Peueoek;  nor,  iiid 1,  is  there  another 

in  the  service  suited  to  this  peeuliar  employment,  i'.nt  the  opinion  an.l  wish  ..f  tlie  Depaitment  being 
known,  an  offer  was  made  to  it  of  sneli  a  vessel  as  was  desiiv.l,  hein-  of  al.oiit  I'dO  fo],s  burden,  and 
calculated  for  eruisin-  in  ili.'  hi-li  southern  latitudes,  aud  aiuung  the  ice  islands  and  reefs  which  are 
known  to  exist  there.  This  vessel  lias  been  received  and  placed  at  the  navy  yard,  upon  the  express 
a<;-reement  that  a  reeomiiK  ndat ion  should  be  made  to  Congress,  to  authorize  its  purchase,  and  if  the 
reeoniiiiendatioii  was  not  a|iproved  that  it  should  be  returned  to  its  owner.  No  money  has  been  expended 
nndei-  this  anan,-em<'nt.  That  satislaetory  evidence  nii.nht  be  had,  both  of  the  fitness  of  the  vessel  and 
its  valiK',  (liivetiMiis  w.M'e  -ivrii  to  Mr  Kekfonl,  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  llaitt,  the  naval  constructor  at 
r.iooklyn',  to  examine  it  ami  ivport  on  those  points.  Their  report  lixes  the  value  at  $10,000.  I  cheerfully 
discharge  my  oMi-atioii,  umh'r  the  agreenu'iit,  by  an  earnest  recommendation  tliat  Congress  authorize  the 

Measures  have  been  taken  to  procure  iiilormation  of  tlie  present  state  of  knowledge,  in  our  country, 
on  the  subjects  pointed  out  in  the  resolution,  from  our  citi'/eiis  who  have  been  employed  in  the  navigation 
of  those  seas,  and  wlio  possess  information  derived  from  experience,  which  is  confined  very  much  to 
themselves  and  their  log  books  and  journals.  An  agent  has  been  usefully  and  successfully  engaged  in 
this  object,  and  has  found  few  obstacles  tlirown  in  his  way.  Those  who  have  been  most  acquainted,  by 
business  and  interest,  with  that  portion  of  the  .globe,  feel  the  deepest  solicitude  for  the  success  of  the 
enterprise.  'I'he  expedition  will  be  enabled  to  sail  with  better  guides  than  are  usually  possessed  by  those 
who  embark  in  similar  und.'rlakings. 

With  a  view  to  gi\e  the  most  useful  character  to  the  enterprise,  it  is  important  that  persons  skilled 
in  the  various  branches  of  science  should  partake  in  it  Correspondence  has,  therefore,  been  held  with 
scientific  men,  and  some  selections  have  been  made,  and  others  are  now  making,  by  the  Department,  of 
astronomers,  naturalists,  and  others,  who  are  willing  to  encounter  the  toil,  and  will  be  able  to  bring 
home  to  us  results  which  will  advance  the  lioimr  and  promote  the  iiit(>res1s  of  the  nation. 

Master  Com imimlant  .biiies  will  command  the  I 'eacoc-k,  and  other  suitable  officers  have  been  designated. 

The  resolution  was  iinderslood  to  autliori/.e  the  use  of  the  naval  appiopiiations  to  furnish  facilities 
for  the  expedition;  and  they  have  been  used  for  all  those  nlijects  which  come  within  the  terms  in  the  bill 
f)f  appropriation,  as  pay,  subsislence,  iiistriimenis,  books,  cVc.  I'.ut  there  are  indispensable  objects  wdiich 
do  not  come  within  anV  of  tli.'  iiems  in  the  bill,  and  lor  which  provision  is  required.  A  bill  on  the  sub- 
ject was  reported  by  the  Naval  Committee,  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and  placed  on  the  list  of 
business  to  be  acti'd  on,  but  was  not  reached  before  the  close  of  the  session.  Its  passage  is  necessary 
to  accomplish  the  purposes  designed  by  the  resolution.  It  does  not  seem  proper  to  detail  the  "  facilities" 
which  it  is  tlie  intention  of  the  Department  to  afford.  One  of  them  should  be,  a  vessel  to  carry  provi- 
sions, in  order  tliat,  upon  the  arrival  of  the  expedition  at  the  scene  of  operation,  the  exploring  vessels 
may  be  supplied  in  such  a  manner,  that  they  may  not  lu^  driven  from  their  employment  at  too  early  a 
])eriod,  and  that  they  may  subse([iieiitly,  from  time  to  time,  be  further  supplied  from  distant  stations,  so 
that  no  causes  but  the  elements  may  arrest  their  labors,  but  tln'y  may,  at  all  times  and  seasons,  be  at 
liberty  to  pursue  their  investigations  without  interruption.  Other  and  obvious  uses  may  be  made  of 
such  a  vessel,  in  the  relief  which  it  will  afford,  should  disease  or  death  make  serious  inroads  on  their 
numbers.  A  vessel  suited  to  this  object  is  within  the  control  of  the  Department,  and  will  either  be  char- 
tered or  purchased,  as  the  means  furnished  by  Congress  may  permit.  The  importance  of  the  expedition, 
in  all  its  aspects,  and  especially  in  its  commercial  relations,  has  augmented,  in  the  view  of  the  Depart- 
ment, by  all  the  inquiries  and  investigations  which  have  been  made;  aud  an  anxious  desire  is  felt,  that 
nothing  should  be  omitted  which  can  tend  to  its  ultimate  success. 


List  of  claims  on  the  United  States,  for  the  exploring  expedition. 

Messrs.  B.  &  S.  Demilt,  for  chronometers,  &c.,  as  per  account  annexed $1 ,  700  00 

Richard  Patten,  for  various  astronomical  instruments,  as  per  account  annexed 1 ,300  00 

Professor  Renwick,  for  articles  bought  in  London  by  Captain  Sabine,  as  per  account  annexed . .  90  00 
Lieutenant  Charles  Wilkes,  jr.,  for  extra  pay  while  employed  in  preparing  and  superintending 

the  construction  of  the  instruments,  as  per  account  annexed 3.36  00 

Total  amount  of  claims $3,426  00 
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New  York,  December  5,  1829. 
United  States  Exploring  Expedition, 

To  B.  &  S.  Dcmilt,  Dr. 

To  one  clock  with  an  extra  pendulum ^il  60  00 

To  one  strong,  plain,  solid  mahogany  case  for  clock 20  00 

To  three  eight-day  box  chronometers,  at  $420  each j   ogQ  qq 

To  one  silver  cased  chronometer,  pocket  size ggQ  qq 


.<?l,i00  00 

United  States  Exploring  Expedition, 

To  Richard  Patten,  Dr 
July  1,  1829. 

For  one  rei)eatiiig  tlirrwh.lite 1560  00 

For  one  vanaliwi,  t  lansit 550  00 

For  one  traii,.'  l-r  im.imIi.Iuih 20   00 

For  one  aziiniilli  <-Miiii,.ihs,  counterpoise  movable gO  qq 

For  one  dipping  needle  apparatus 60  qq 

For  one  teleseupe  for  observing  coincidences 20  00 

For  two  spirit  levels,  at  $10  each 20  00 

For  two  spirit  levels,  at  $5  each 10  00 


§1,300  00 

New  York,  December  5,  1829. 
United  States  Exploring  Expedition, 

To  Professor  Renwick,  Dr. 
For  the  following  articles,  bought  in  London  by  Captain  Sabine: 

To  one  barometer  of  Daniell §34  qq 

To  one  hygrometer 31  qo 

To  one  magnetic  apparatus 25  00 


$90  00 


New  York,  December  5,  1829. 
United  States  Exploring  Expedition, 

To  Lieutenant  Charles  AVilkes,  jr.,  Dr. 

For  extra  pay  while  employed  in  superintending  the  construction  and  preparing  the  astronomi- 
cal instruments,  from  18th  November,  1828,  until  the  1st  July,  1829,  224  days,  at  $1.50 
per  diem $336  00 


New  York,  July  15,  1828. 
Sir:  You  will  no  doubt  recollect  my  application  to  you  some  time  since,  to  be  ordered  on  the  survey- 
•ing  service  for  which  I  had  been  preparing  myself.     As  I  believe  there  is  little  chance  of  employment 
that  way  at  present,  I  would  ask  orders  for  the  antarctic  expedition,  the  qualifications  requisite  for  both 
services  being  nearly  alike.     I  hope  that  my  application  may  meet  with  success. 
I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  WILKES,  Jk. 
To  Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  SecTetary  of  the  Navy. 


[Private.] 

New  York,    October  8,  1828. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Enclosed  you  have  the  voucher  for  the  repeating  reflecting  circle  which  Captain 
Sheriff,  of  the  royal  navy,  was  obliging  enough  to  part  with  for  the  expedition,  at  the  price  paid  for  it 
originalljr;  it  was  made  expressly  for  his  own  use,  and  is  a  very  superior  instrument,  and  remarkably 
cheap — $125;  they  cannot  be  bought  in  this  country  under  $180. 

I  have  made  some  more  inquiries  about  the  person  most  able  to  put  the  instruments  in  order  that  are 
at  Washington,  and  find  that  Stancliff,  of  Philadelphia,  is  much  out  of  practice,  and  not  likely  to  do  them 
that  justice  that  Richard  Patten  (who  is  the  best  workman  here)  will  do;  besides,  it  would  save  the 
double  transportation,  and  being  able  to  see  thevn  verified  while  in  Patten's  hands,  would  be  another  very 
important  object.  If  I  am  to  be  honored  with  the  appointment  of  scientific  observer,  I  should  prefer 
attending  to  all  those  I  should  have  charge  of  myself,  and  particularly  the  chronometers;  they  ought  to 
be  one  of  the  first  thiii.^s  iittcmhil  to,  in  mdrr  to  bo  put  under  trial  before  sailing,  to  ascertain  the  de- 
pendence to  place  ill  tii'iii.  M.--r>,  Itcmii!.  nf  this  cliy,  :irc  tlic  agents  of  Parkinson  &  Forsham,  of 
London,  who  are  aekinrwIiMl  j,  ,1  ili.'  b.'.^i  maki  is;  tliiirs  b:i\iii-  been  given  the  preference  on  all  the 
English  expeditions.  .Mi-srs.  Dcmilt  int'dnii  nir  thry  ran  luniisli  .six  box  chronometers,  of  Parkinson  & 
Forsham's  make;  these,  together  with  two  good  pocket  ones,    I  think,   would  be  enough;  the  two  latter 
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are  for  comparing  chronometers,  and  to  be  taken  out  of  the  ship,  so  as  to  avoid  moving  the  box  ones, 
■which  are  large,  and  would  be  liable  to  accidents.  The  prices  are  not  high:  for  the  box  ones,  from  $300 
to  $325,  and  the  pocket  ones  are  about  one  hundred  less.  In  case  you  should  think  propiT  tn  entrust  me 
with  attending  to  the  making  and  preparing  the  instruments  for  the  expedition,  1  am  cinilid'  nt,  \\  ith  the 
assistance  of  Professor  Renwick,  of  being  able  to  have  those  that  are  to  be  made,  after  the  Uitest  im- 
proved models  and  carefully  verified;  attemlinu',  at  tlie  same  time,  to  have  them  furnished  on  the  lowest 
possible  terms.  As  I  have  observed  kentliiluc  luuviiled  for  the  ballast  of  the  Peacock,  I  would  submit 
to  your  consideration  whether  it  would  n^t  ]■>■  luthr  t)  order  Lehigh  coal  for  that  purpose,  as  it  would 
answer  for  fuel  in  case  of  wintering  in  a  high  kititnile. 

I  did  intend  to  have  added  these  remarks  to  my  last  letter;  but  was  verj^  much  curtailed  in  time,  in 
consequence  of  death  in  the  family,  shortly  after  my  return  home,  which  drew  me  off  very  much  from  the 
subject. 

Believe  me,  with  great  respect,  yours,  &c.,  CHARLES  \YILKES,  Jr. 

The  Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard. 


P.  S.— Y 

ose  hands 


oblige  me  by  ordci 


>•  the  amount  to  be  paid  me  by  the  navy  agent,  and  to  say  into 


i 


Navy  Departmext,  October  16,  1828. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  8th  instant  (marked  private)  has  been  received. 

Y^)U  will  be  pleased  to  deliver  the  repeating  reilecting  circle,  which  you  purchased  from  Captain 
Sheriff  for  the  exploring  expedition,  to  Coin.  Chauncey.  The  Fourth  Auditor  will  remit  you  the  amount 
of  its  cost. 

I  am,  respectfully,  &c.. 
By  order.  CHAS.  HAY,  C.  C. 

Lieut.  Charles  Wilkes,  Jr.,  New  York: 


Sir:  Pay  to  F.  A.  Hassler,  Esq.,  or  order,  fiv 
lie  to  contingent  for  1828. 

I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 
J.  K.  P.\uldixg,  Esq.,  Navy  Agent,  New  York. 


Na-^-a'  Department,  November  17,  1828. 
■  hundred  dollars  for  a  repeating  circle,  and  charge  the 

SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 


WASHixGToy,  November  18,  1828. 

•y  orders  you  intend  to  give  me  should  have  particular 

1,  containing  the  rates  of  the  chronometers,  (for  which 

1  to  have  iirinted  f  irnuila,)  an  account  of  experiments  performed  with  the  pen- 

:ertain  by  a  well  regulated  series  their  lengths,  going  of  the  clock,  &c. ;  also  an 

tion  of  the  different  astronomical  instruments,  and  meteorological  observations 

c  undergoing  trial,  to  be  a  document  to  show  the  care  that  was  taken  in  the  pre- 

iHiimical  service,   and  which  is  considered  indispensably  necessary  in  our  own 


Sir:  Permit  me  to  request  tlint  tlie  t( 
reference  to  my  keeping  an  astninnmieal 
purpose  I  sliall  be 
dulum  apiiaratus,  i 
account  of  the  \e 
during  the  time  tli 
parations  for  the 
country  and  Euro) 

I  should  wish 
Calculations,"  pre 
be  had  (to  my  knowledge)  i 
it  would  save  hin: 
academy. 

I  would  wish 
'  list  I  submitted  \<i  ymi,  i\<v  the  iis 
of  experiments  sh^mM  l>e  p.Tr.iiiuc 
show  by  the  coni|)arisi)ii  wliat  dv[ 
accuracy)  during  the  voyage. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  yours,  &c. 

Honorable  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


'<>[■  the  clock  at  West  Point,  and  Dr.  Bailly's  "  Formula  for  Astronomical 

aptain  Hall  to  Colonel  Thayer,  for  the  use  of  the  institution.     It  is  not  to 

this  country  elsewhere,  and  is  a  very  valuable  b(5ok  for  the  astronomer,  as 

much  and  very  many  very  long  calculations;  it  is  of  very  little,  if  of  any  use  to  the 

stated  wlietlier  T  am  to  be  guided  in  my  selection  of  the  instruments  by  the 
the  iisi   of  tht   astnmomer.     It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  above  course 
■il'iiiucil.  l'"th  1m  idre  sailing  and  after  the  return  of  the  expedition,  in  order  to 
is  to  be  placed  in  the  experiments  and  observations  (as  to  • 

CHARLES  WILKE.S,  Jr. 


N.\\i-  Department,  November  18,  1828. 
Sir:  It  is  inqiortant  that  the  instruments  necessary  for  the  exploring  expedition  be  prepared  without 
unnecessary  ih  lay.     You  will  therefore  proceed  to  New  Y''ork  and  exercise  your  best  industry,  skill  and 
judgment  in  inMenring  and  preparing  them.     The  enclosed  list  will  be  your  guide  for  the  present.     You 
will  cominunicate  tu  tlie  Department  the  purchases  you  make,  and  the  prices  you  agree  to  pay,  that  the 
necessary  orders  on  the  subject  may  be  given.     The  utmost  regard  to  economy  is  expected  in  all  you  do. 
I  will  endeavor  to  procure  the  astronomical  clock  which  is  at  West  Point. 
I  am,  respectfullv,  &c., 

SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 
Lieutenant  Charles  Wilkes,  Jr.,  U.  S.  Navy,  Waf^hinc/fon. 
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A  No.  2. 
List  of  instruments  for  the  expedition  to  the  South  sea. 

ASTR0NOMIC.\L. 

One  repeating  circle,  one  foot  diameter — bought;  one  repeating  reflecting  circle — bouglit;  two  repeat- 
ing tlieodolites,  si.x;  inches;  vertical  circle.  These  to  bo  made  by  Patten,  of  New  York.  Two  sextants; 
Patten  has  two  of  Troii-iil  n's,  very  sii|.cLior;  cost  S1.">0  raeli.  One  vaiialion  Iraiisit,  three  arlilieial  hori- 
zons;   there  are,    I    lielie\-e,    two   ill   the    War    I  )ei,artnieii(.       due    astroiioiiiieal   ehM-k;    (he  one  at    Wr-,t    Point 

being  a  portahl i.',  will    I.e  nmsl  suitahh'  h.r  (he  .■x|.r,|il  lou.      ()„,.  eloek  with    iiivariahle  |.e],.luliuii— to 

be  made  in  X.'w  York  ;  <.iie  e.xperiniental  ijcnduiuiii  and  frame;  two  stands  for  the  clocks;  three  chrono- 
meters, of  the  very  he.^t  i|uality,  one  to  be  set  to  sidcral  time;  Messrs.  Deniilt,  of  New  York,  agents  for 
Parkinson  and  Froilham.  iiave  six  of  their  make;  these  may  be  put  under  trial,  and  a  choice  nuide;  one 
pocket  chronometer  tor  transporting,  of  Parkinson  and  Frodham's  make,  if  to  be  had,  and  if  tried  before 
sailing,  to  be  sent  for;  three  months  and  a  half  would  be  sufScient. 


One  azimuth  compass,  counterpoise  movable — making  in  New  Y(n-k;  two  compasses,  with  Barlow's 
compensation — to  be  made  in  New  York  by  Patten;  one  dipping  needle,  one  needle  for  intensity  of  mag- 
netism, one  diurnal  variation  apparatus.  These  can  be  made  or  obtained,  and  one  set  will  be  sufficient 
for  the  service. 

METEOROLOGICAL    IXSTEUMEXTS. 

Two  marine  barometers;  one  of  Daniells'  standard  barometers — as  this  is  a  scarce  instrument,  it  will 
have    to    be    s<aii    for;     two    moiiiilaiii    barometers — to    be    had    in    New  ^'oi'k;    one    sviiiprisometer,    two 

Daniells'    hy-rometers,    two   ehvl  rometers,   one    hydrometer, self-re-ist,  rin-    lli('riiiom(..ter,   one   for 

solar  railiaiion,  one  f,ir  lericsi  rial  variatimis,  twelve  of  \-arioiis  si/.es,  e loii  (,nes,  six  s|iace  barome- 
ters, tubes  and  puriliud  mercury,  a  purtalilc  observatory,  witli  tent — to  be  used  for  sheltering  the  instru- 
ments and  observers. 

There  are  a  number  of  small  parts  of  the  different  instruments,  which  will  be  required  in  case  of 
meeting  with  accidents,  that  tlie  instruments  may  not  become  useless.  Most  of  these  instruments  are 
for  the  esjjecial  use  of  the  astronomer,  ami  therefore  only  one  set  will  be  required  of  them;  and  the  other 
vessel  may  be  sniiplied  with  ones  less  costly. 

I  find  I  have  omitted  to  mention  the  eonimon  surveying  instruments,  which  will  be  furnished  according 
to  the  views  of  the  l>e|>aitmeiit  on  that  subject.  Add  also  to  the  above  list  a  complete  set  of  drawing 
instruments  for  the  construct  ion  of  charts,  &c. 

Befoi'e  sailing,  (ither  smalli  r  instruments  may  occur  to  me  that  would  be  of  use,  but  they  are  very 
few,  and  might  be  substituted  for  others. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  WILKES,  Jr. 

To  honorable  Sam'l  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


New  York,  November  29,  1828. 

Dear  Sir:  I  regret  to  state  that,  as  I  apprehended,  the  repeating  circle  bought  from  Mr.  Hassler  has 
been  delivered  to  me  very  much  injured.  The  injury  has  been  done  by  neglect  on  the  voyage,  or  by  the 
persons  to  whom  it  was  addressed  (the  Messrs.  Blount)  having  openeil  and  useil  it.  How  far  it  has  been 
injured  I  am  unable  to  say  as  yet,  but  after  the  supports  of  (he  back  telescope  are  repaired  I  shall  be 
able  to  determine  by  trying  its  adjustments.  I  hope  the  injury  has  not  exlemlcd  t(,i  the  axis;  if  it  has,  I 
shall  be  obliged  to  take  it  to  Philadelphia  to  be  repaired  by  .^tamliir,  as  1  should  not  feel  confidence  in 
the  best  instrument  maker  here.  I  do  not  think  any  blame  impiitahle  to  Mr.  Hassler,  who  had  it  packed 
up  very  carefully,  as  his  agents,  Messrs.  Ulnnt,  here  inroiined  me,  and  Irom  whom  I  received  it.  The 
packing  of  it  is  defective,  and  might  have  caiisi'd  the  injury.  I  have  ordered  a  new  box  to  be  made,  to 
have  it  iiacked  in  the  same  position  in  which  it  is  usecl,  ^vhich  is  the  most  approved  manner  of  packing. 
I  shall  iiiform  you  soon  hov,-  far  the  ciri'le  is  injiued,  and  I  trust,  in  case  I  should  think  it  necessary  to 
take  it  to  I'liiladelphia,  the  course  would  iiie,|   with  your  a|  iproliat  ion. 

I  meet  with  mucli  dillicultv  in  tlie  puicliase  ,,f'  the  iiist  i  iiments;  mi,ght  I  ask  that  you  would  authorize 

the  navy  agent  to  pav  f  .r  thoi'i y  handing  to  him  the  voiicher,  and  giving  my  receipt  for  them.    This 

course  woulil  )irevenl  my  drawing  on'  mv  private  riimls,  which  at  this  moment  happens  to  be  inconvenient, 
and  if  I  do  not  pay  cash,  and  thi'  Imlde'rs  discov.-r  the  piircliasi^  is  for  the  navy,  the  price  is  sure  to  be 
very  much  enhanced.     You  would  oblige  me  by  taking  this  into  consideration. 

In  relation  to  the  persons  that  are  to  compose  the  astronomical  corps,  I  would  beg  leave  to  select 
two  assistant  surveyors,  and  a  steady  and  careful  servant  to  take  care  of  the  instruments;  one  of  them 
to  be  a  good  draftsman,  and  well  acquainted  with  the  filling  in  duty,  the  other  to  be  a  past  midshipman, 
somewhat  quick  at  calculation,  to  be  taught  the  detail  duty.  I  flatter  myself,  (in  case  of  my  being 
appointed  astronomer,)  with  these  I  .shoidd  be  able  to  meet  all  the  exigencies  of  the  service,  and  if  we 
wanted  more  aid  it  might  be  given  us  by  those  officers  who  could  be  spared  from  the  ship's  duties. 

I  have  several  chronometers  now  under  rate,  and  shall  have  four  or  five  more  in  a  few  days,  out  of 
which  I  am  in  hopes  of  providing  the  expedition  with  those  that  may  be  depended  on. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  WILKES,  Jr, 

To  the  Hon.  Saii'l  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Namj. 
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Navy  Department,  December  4,   1828. 
Sir:  I  liavo  received  j'our  letter  of  tlie  29th  nit.,  and   authorized  the  navy  agent  to  pay  for  such 
instruments  as  you  may  purchase,  the  bills  to  be  certiiied  by  you  as  correct. 

The  other  subjects  mentioned  in  your  letter  will  be  considered  hereafter,  and  answered. 
I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 

SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 
Lieut.  Charles  Wilkes,  Jr.,  New  York. 


Navy  Department,  December  4,  1828. 
Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  to  pay  for  such   astronomical  instruments   as  Lieut.  C.  Wilkes,  jr.,  may 
purchase  for  the  exploring-  expedition,  the  bills  to  be  certified  by  him  as  correct,  and  charged  to  the 
appropriation  for  "contingent  expenses,  not  enumerated,  for  1828." 

I  am,  respectfully,  &c.,  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

J.  K.  Paulding,  Navy  Agent,  New  York. 


Navy  Department,  February  9,  1829. 
Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  to  furnish,  as  speedily  as  practicable,  and  as  accurately  as  you  can,  a  list 
of  the  instruments  authorized  by  you  to  be  prepared  for  the  exploring  expedition,  with  their  cost. 
I  am,  respectfully,  &c.. 
By  order.  CHAS.  HAY,  C.   G. 

Lieut.  Charles  Wilkes,  Jr.,  Neio  York. 


New  York,  April  1.  1829. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that  the  late  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  a  letter  of  the  4th 
December  last,  directed  me  to  send  the  bills  of  the  astronomical  instruments  I  was  preparing,  under 
orders  of  the  18th  November,  for  the  exploring  expedition,  to  the  navy  agent  for  payment,  whom  he  had 
authorized  to  pay  on  their  being  certified  by  me.  Tlie  navy  agent  has  continued  to  pay  them  until  to-day, 
but  declines  now  until  he  is  further  authorized. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  respect,  &c., 

CHARLES  WILKES,  Jr.,  Lieutenant  U.  S.  Navy. 
Hon.  John  Branch,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


Navy  Department,  April  11,  1829. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  1th  inst.,  and  request  that  you  will  furnish  a  list  of  the  instru- 
ments which  you  have  contracted  for,  or  for  which  the  faith  of  the  government  is  pledged.     You  will 
discontinue  making  further  purchases,  or  doing  any  act  in  relation  to  the  exploring  expedition  which  may 
subject  the  Department  to  any  expense. 

-I  am,  respectfully,  &c.,  RICHARD  H.  BRADFORD,   Chief  Clerk. 

Lieut.  Charles  Wilkes,  Jr.,  New  York. 


New  York,  April  15,  1829. 
Sir:  I   have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  list  of  the  instruments  for  which  the  faith  of 
the  government  is  pledged,  that  yet  remain  unpaid  for.     For  the  estimate  of  their  cost,  as  nearly  as  can 
be  obtained  before  they  are  actually  finished,  I  would  refer  you  to  the  list  I  enclosed  to  the  Department 
on  the  14th  February,  last. 

I  am  respectfully,  yours,  &c.,  CHARLES  WILKES,  Jr. 

One  repeating  theodolite,  one  variation  transit,  one  clock,  with  invariable  pendulum.,  one  experimental 
pendulum,  with  frarne,  one  pendulum  and  convertible  axis,  one  diurnal  variation  apparatus,  one  azimuth 
compass,  counterpoise  movable,  two  compasses  with  Barlow's  compensation,  one  dipping  needle,  one 
needle  for  intensity  of  magnetism,  one  Daniells'  standard  barometer,  two  electrometers,  one  hydrometer, 
one  Daniells'  hygrometer,  one  self-registering  thermometer,  one  small  telescope,  four  portable  spirit 
levels,  the  Connoissance  des  Temps  for  three  years  in  advance,  four  chronometers. 

I  have  several  instruments  on  trial,  whicii  are  on  the  list  enclosed,  with  my  orders  of  the  18th  Novem- 
ber, for  which  the  government  is  not  pledged,  which  I  will  immediately  return  to  the  owners. 
With  respect,  &c., 

CHARLES  WILKES,  Jr. 

Hon.  John  Branch,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 
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New  York,  3Iay  7,  1829. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  a  full  statement  of  the  cost  of  the  instruments  procured, 
now  in  my  possession,  and  of  those  ordered  for  the  exploring  expedition,  for  which  the  faith  of  the  govern- 
ment is  pledged,  as  nearly  as  I  can  possibly  ascertain  it. 

Two  of  the  instruments  sent  to  England  for  (the  standard  barometer  and  hygrometer)  have  arrived, 
but  without  their  cost;  the  others  are  expected  daily,  when  I  shall  receive  the  diiferent  bills.  I  remitted 
but  $150,  which  I  am  assured  will  cover  the  whole  expense.  The  Gonnoissance  des  Temps,  sent  to  France 
for,  will  cost  less  than  $8. 

The  agreement  I  have  made  in  reference  to  the  chronometers  is,  that  I  shall  be  entitled  to  select  four 
of  those  that  prove  the  best  on  trial,  before  the  sailing  of  the  expedition;  the  rates  of  a  number  have  been 
kept,  superintended  by  myself,  ever  since  they  were  first  ordered — they  will  cost  not  over  $1,600. 

By  Captain  Jdiics"  rccpiest,  and  Mr.  Southard's  desire,  I  have  made  a  large  collection  of  charts,  of 
the  latest  ami  Ixst  nlition;  some  nautical  books,  for  which  the  government  are  not  chargeable  with  any 
expense.  As  it  is  ahu.ist  impossible  at  short  notice  to  obtain  them,  I  would  request  to  be  informed  if  it 
is  your  wish  that  tiiey  should  be  retained  under  the  present  understanding,  which  is  simply,  that  when  a 
choice  is  made  for  the  expedition  that  it  shall  be  from  am(mg  them. 

As  the  instruments  are  nearly  all  finished,  you  would  oblige  me  by  pointing  out  in  what  manner  I 
am  to  liquidate  the  different  accounts. 

With  greatest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  &c.,  &c., 

CHARLES  WILKES,  Jr. 

Hon.  JoHx  Branch,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


List  of  instruments  procured  and  paid  for. 

One  repeating  circle,  bought  of  Mr.  Hassler,  and  paid  for  by  the  Department $.500  00 

Repairing  the  circle  telescope,  new  box  and  packing 2.5  00 

One  reiiiatin-'  ritlccting  circle     125  00 

Two  111  ass  s.  XI  ants  of  Fraughton's,  at  $150  each 300  00 

Three  artilicial  laaizons,  at  $25  each 75  00 

One  support  for  pendulum,  with  agate  planes 45  00 

One  mountain  barometer 25  00 

One  hygrometer,  with  ether,  &c 18  25 

One  symprisometer 38  00 

One  celestial  atlas 14  00 

Journals  for  the  astronomical,  meteorological,  and  magnetical  observations 127   00 


$1,292  25 


List  of  instruments  ordered,  for  ivhich  the  faith  of  the  Department  is  jjledged 

One  repeating  theodolite $550  00 

One  variation  transit 550  00 

Clock,  with  invariable  pendulum 200  00 

One  experimental  pendulum 50  00 

One  frame  for  experimemtal  pendulum 20  00 

One  azimuth  compass,  counterpoise  movable GO  00 

Two  compasses,  with  Barlow's  compensation  i)lates,  at  $30  eacli 60  00 

Dipping  needle  apparatus 60  00 

Two  electrometers,  at  $5  each 10  00 

One  hydrometer 25  00 

One  telescope  for  observing  coincidences,  with  fixtures 20  00 

Two  spirit  bubbles,  at  $10  each 20  00 

Two  spirit  bubbles,  at  $5  each 10  00 

Four  chronometers,  of  the  very  best  quality 1 ,  600  00 

One  pendulum  with  convertible  axis,      1 

One  diurnal  variation  apparatus,  ,.  .    ^^     ^      ^  c  ^i    •  i      -n       i  i 

r,  ji    <•      •  J.       -i       r  i-  sent  to  England  for — presume  their  cost  will  not  be 

One  needle  tor  intensity  oi  magnetism,    r         .   .       °                   ^  ]  50  00 

One  Daniells'  standard  barometer,  (  , .  r  •  •  •  •  •  • 

One  Six's  self-registering  thermometer,  J 

Connoissance  des  Temps,  for  3  years  in  advance;  sent  to  France  for,  will  not  cost  more  than. .  8  00 

$3,393  00 


Na^t  Department,  3Iay  13,  1829. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  7th  inst.,  enclosing  a  statement  of  the  simis  already  paid,  and 
the  amount  for  which  the  faith  of  the  •government  is  pledged,   for  instruments  intended  for  the  exploring 
expedition.     In  answer  to  the  inquiry,  in  what  manner  you  are  to  liquidute  the  different  amounts,  I  have 
to  state  that  Congress  made  no  appropriation  for  the  expenses  of  this  expedition. 

I  am,  respectfully,  &c.,  JNO.  BRANCH. 

Lieut.  Chakles  AVilkes,  Jr.,  New  York. 


556  NAVAL    AFFAIRS.  [No.  415. 

New  York,  May  19,  1829. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  13th  inst.,  I  beg  leave  to  state  a  few  facts  in  relation  to  the  funds 
that  were  provided,  and  mentioned  by  your  predecessor,  in  his  report  to  Congress,  for  the  payment  of  the 
instruments  intended  for  the  exploring  expedition.  At  the  same  time  that  orders  were  sent  to  me,  to  pre- 
sent tli(>  arcriniits  to  the  navy  agent  for  payment,  orders  were  sent  to  liim  to  draw  on  the  contingent  fund 
fur  l'^2^.  fur  the  money.  I  was  requested  to  state,  by  the  navy  agent,  the  amount  I  should  want  to  meet 
thi'  iii-auciiiciits  I  had  entered  into,  that  he  might  draw  the  money  before  the  expiration  of  the  year, 
which  I  (lid.  I  afterwards  learned  from  his  clerk  that  upwards  of  $2,000  had  been  received,  and  was 
ready  to  meet  my  drafts;  but,  as  my  orders  did  not  permit  my  drawing  or  paying  &r\y  money,  until  the 
instruments  were  actually  finished  and  delivered,  I  made  no  call  on  him  until  March,  when  I  was  told 
that  he  had  appropriated  the  money  to  other  payments,  and  could  not  make  any  paj-ment  until  authorized 
by  you  to  do  so. 

I  should  extremely  regret  if  the  payments  were  now  to  be  deferred,  as  the  agreement  with  the  instru- 
ment makers  was,  that  the  amounts  should  be  paid  immediately  on  the  instruments  being  finished;  who, 
relying  on  the  pledge  of  the  Department,  have  devoted  themselves  entirely,  for  the  last  five  months,  to 
the  execution  of  this  work.  If  they  had  not  felt  confident  that  the  pledge  of  the  Department  was  good, 
and  of  my  assurance  that  it  would  be,  under  any  change,  they  could  not  have  been  induced  to  lay  as<de 
other  work,  to  expedite  these  instruments  (the  accomplishment  of  which  was  urged  upon  me  by  the  former 
Secretary).  They  will,  if  the  payments  are  not  now  made,  necessarily  experience  much  embarrassment 
in  meeting  their  engagements,  as  few  mechanics  can  do  without  the  proceeds  of  their'labor  and  expenses 
for  five  months. 

I  trust  you  will  endeavor  to  make  some  arrangements  that  will  pi-event  loss  to  them,  and  preserve 
the  faith  of  the  government  and  inv  (Avii  ]trniniscs  inviolate. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  -nat  r.spect,  yours,  &c.,  CHARLES  AYILKES,  Jr. 

Hon.  JoHX  Branch,  Secretary  of  the  Xary. 


Navy  Department,  November  18,  1828. 
Sir:  I  desire  to  place  ynn  in  command  of  the  Peacock,  which  will  be  the  principal  vesssel  in  the 
exploring  cxpcilitiim,  and  will  shortly  be  sent  to  the  southern  Pacific. 
Be  j)1(msim1  tn  call  at  the  Dt^partment  as  early  as  practicable. 

I  am,  losiMM-tluily,  cVc,  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

Master  Commandant  Thos.  Ap  C.  Joxes,  U.  S.  Navy. 


To  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

Sir:  1  liavc  the  ImiKir  tu  rc]inrt  my  return  from  New  York,  having,  in  compliance  with  your  order, 
and  in  cimipany  with  i\<]i\.  I.  Cliaiiiici  y.  examined  minutelj'  into  the  present  condition  of  the  U.  S.  ship 
Peacock.  Tlic' --rcat  experience  ut  the  officer  under  whose  superintendence  that  ship  has  been  rebuilt 
and  thus  far  eipiipped,  lea\'es  but  little  room  for  alteration.  1  have,  however,  proposed  a  few  changes 
and  additieiis,  w  liii  li,  if  concurred  in,  can  be  readily  made,  viz: 

1.  The  siilistituti'iu  of  iron  tanks  (in  part)  in  lieu  of  water  casks. 

2.  Sheathing  tn  ilefend  the  ship's  bows  against  ice. 

3.  If  tanks  are  introduced,  from  their  greater  weight,  I  think,  more  of  the  kentledge  might  be  dis- 
pensed with. 

4.  Extra  coal  rooms  to  be  built  abreast  of  the  chain  lockers. 

5.  The  second  cutter  and  stern  beat,  new  conel,  to  be  substituted  by  clinker-built  boats  of  similar 
diminisions;  to  be  built  liulit,  and  t"  draw  as  little  water  as  possible;  a  small  boat  or  dingy  to  be  built 
for  the  launch,  and  the  laniudi  t-  be  cepp^red. 

The  accommodations  for  the  ofiicers,  propior,  are  complete,  with  the  exception  of  the  captain's  cabin, 
which,  with  extra  state  rooms  for  the  principal  scientific  gentlemen  who  are  to  accompany  the  expedition, 
are  in  such  a  state  as  to  admit  of  early  ccjinpletion  as  soon  as  the  number  and  character  of  persons  to  be 
provided  for  shall  bv  you  be  determined  on. 

While  in  New  York,  I  examined,  with  Lieut,  Wilkes,  several  instruments  in  the  hands  of  skillful 
workmen,  and  others  which  had  been  pnicliased,  or  put  under  rate  for  trial,  such  as  theodolites,  circles, 
sextants,  chronometers,  transits,  \'c.,  A;c.,  but  it  <loes  not  ajipear  that  a  suitable  astronomical  clock  can 
be  obtaii'ied  in  the  United  States,  unless  the  War  Department  can  be  prevailed  upon  to  loan  us  the  one 
now  at  West  Point. 

Lieut.  Wilkes  has  directed  to  search  New  York  for  charts,  it  being  very  desirable  to  obtain  one 
copy  of  every  published  or  manuscript  chart  of  tlfe  seas  that  are  to  be  the  scenes  of  our  operations;  he 
is,  however,  directed  not  to  puirchase,  but  to  examine,  ascertain  where  they  are  to  be  had,  and  to  furnish 

1  cannot  close  this  eummuiiication  witlioui  inviting  the  attention  of  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
to  the  important  subject  ol'  eaily  appointments  to  the  several  scientific  stations:  that  of  principal 
astronomer,  together  with  his  assistants;  the  surveyor,  draftsmen,  &c.,  &c.,  can  all  be  found  in  the  navy; 
and  as  it  is  the  navy  oihcers  \\  ho  are  to  i  ucountcr  the  toils  and  hardships  of  the  voyage,  they  ought  not 
to  be  deprived  of  any  advantage  which  this  peculiar  service  oilers  to  the  intelligent  and  enterprising 
members  of  that  corjis.  There  are,  too,  other  and  weighty  reasons  why  we  should  not  exclude  the  ofiicers 
of  the  navy  from  any  station,  the  duties  of  which  they  may  be  competent  to  discharge,  and  that  of 
iealousy,  and  the  more  than  probable  dissensions  which  would  grow  out  of  an  incongruous  mixture  of 
citizens  and  ofiicers,  stands  prominent  among  the  causes  which  may  lead  to  disaster,  and  an  inglorious 
termination.      These  remarks  are  not  based  more  upon  the  result  of  a  long  experience,  than  upon  a 
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knowledge  of  the  general  sentiment  which  prevails  with  every  class  of  officers  in  our  navy,  with  regard 
to  the  exploring  cruise  now  nnder  consideration. 

Lieut.  Charles  Wilkes,   of    the   iiavv,   is  a    pmniiiient   applicant  for  the   appointinont   d"   principal 
astronomer,  and,  I  doulit   nnt,  he   is   (•(jnai    to   tln'   duties   of  the  station  he  so  ardently  desires,    liaving 
devoted  the  last  three  years  tu  the  study  uf  tiie   lii^'her  branches  of  mathematics  and   ustnuKuny      His 
appointment,  I  can  venture  to  say,  would  be  no  less  gratifying  to  the  navy  generally  than  to  myself 
I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

TIIO.  AP  CATESBY  JONES. 
Near  Georgetown,  D.  C,  December  16,  1828. 


Navy  Department,  December  3,  1828. 
Sir:  Master  Commandant  T.  Ap  C.  Jones,  who  will  command  the  U.  S.  ship  Peacock,  in  the  explor- 
ing expedition,  comes  to  New  York  by  direction  of  the  Department,  to  make  such  examinations,  &c.,  as 
may  be  necessary  fm-  him  in  the  present  stage  of  preparation  for  the  voyage. 
Be  pleased  In  riiniish  him  with  such  facilities  as  may  be  useful  to  his  object. 
I  am,  respeclfully,  &C., 

SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 
Commander  Isaac  Chauncey,  Keiv  York. 


Navy  Department,  May  2,  1829. 
Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  to  inform  the  Department  if  any  articles  have  been  purchased,  or  ordered 
by  j'ou,  for  the  use  of  the  exploring  expedition;  and  if  they  have,  to  specify  the  same,  and  the  cost  of  each. 
I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 

RICHARD  II.  BRADFORD,  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Capt.  T.  Ap  Catesry  Jones,  U.  S.  Navy,  Georgetown,  D.  C. 


Near  Georgetown,  D.  C,  May  C,  1829. 
To  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  2d  inst.,  and  in  answer  thereto  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  that 
the  only  purchases  made  by  me,  for  the   use  of  the   exploring  expedition,  was  one  sextant,   for  which 

eighty  dollars  were  paid;  and  one  large  map  of  South  America  and  Mexico,  bought  of Burdsall, 

bookseller,  &c..  New  York,  but  not  yet  paid  for,  nor  delivered. 

An  astronomical  clock,  for  the  peiidiiliim  eliservatinns,  was  ordered  by  me,  under  the  sanction  of  the 

late  Secretary,  which  is  still  in  the  liauds  nf  the  ma  kei,  i •  Meiitondon,  of  Washington,)  though  nearly 

ready  for  delivery.  The  price  of  tiie  clnek,  witli  pendulum,  portable  cases,  &c.,  &c.,  complete,  is  not  to 
eaxeed  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  This  instrument,  it  is  believed,  will  be  superior,  for  the  purposes 
for  which  it  is  designed,  not  only  to  any  at  that  time  in  the  United  States,  (save,  perhaps,  the  one  at  the 
Military  academy  at  West  Point,  which  we  could  not  get,)  but  to  any  one  that  could  have  been  imported 
in  time  for  the  expedition. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THO.  AP  CATESBY  JONES,  Capt.  U.  S.  Navy. 


Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  March  13,  1830. 
Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  8th  inst.  I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  several  bills  (No.  1  to  8) 
paid  for  instruments,  books,  charts,  &c.,  for  and  on  account  of  the  South  sea  expedition,  in  addition  to 
which  Lieutenant  C.  Wilkes  was  paid  in  October,  1828,  $125  for  a  repeating  reflecting  circle,  for  the  navy, 
and  fir  his  traveling  expenses  from  Washington  to  New  York,  in  November,  1828,  $33.90,  as  also  his 
usual  pav  and  emelnmeiiis  uf  $50  per  month  and  four  rations  per  day,  from  the  18th  November,  1828,  to 
the  1st  of  July,  is^'.i,  amuuuting  to  $3T0  for  his  pay,  and  $224  for  his  rations. 
1  have  the  lionur  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AMOS  KENDALL. 
The  Hon.  Secretary  cf  the  Navy. 

United  States  Navy  Department, 

To  Mrs.  Eliza  Maury,  Dr. 

To  one  sextant,  with  telescopes,  &c.,  for  the  use  of  the  exploring  expedition $85  00 

Approved.  TIIOS.  AP  C.  JONES,  commanding  Exploring  D.rpedition. 

Washington,  January  26,  1829. 

Approved.  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

To  be  charged  to  general  contingent,  under  the  head  of  instruments. 


S.  L.  S. 


Endorsement: 

Pay  to  the  order  of  R.  B.  Maury 


(Signed)  ELIZA  MAURY. 

Received,  27th  January,  1829,  of  George  Macdanicl,  eighty-five  dollars  in  payment. 


i 
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Navy  Department,  November  17,  1828. 
Sir:  Pay  to  F.  K.  Hassler,  Esq.,  or  order,  five  hundred  dollars,  for  a  repeating  circle,  and  charge  the 
same  to  contingent  for  1828. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c.,  SAM'L  L.  SOUTHARD. 

James  K.  Paulding,  Esq.,  Navy  Agent,  New  York. 

Endorsement: 

Pay  to  the  order  of  Charles  Wilkes,  Esq..  president  of  the  New  York  Bank,  New  York. 

F.  R.  HASSLER. 
Richmond,  Va.,  November  21,  1828. 

Received  payment,  26th  November,  1828. 

CHARLES  WILKES. 

Contingent  imenumerated. 
United  States  Navy,  for  astronomical  department  of  the  exploring  expedition. 

To  W.  F.  Roberts,  Dr. 

December  18,  1828.     One  celestial  atlas $14  00 

Received  payment,  December  18.  F.  ROBERTS. 

I  certify  that  the  above  has  been  received,  and  is  correct. 

December  18.  CHARLES  WILKES,  Jr.,  Lieutenant  United  States  Navy. 

Endorsement: 

Paid,  by  order  of  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  4th  December,  1828. 

Received  of  James  K.  Paulding,  navy  agent,  fourteen  dollars  in  full  of  the  within  account. 

New  York,  December  18,  1828.'  F.  ROBERTS. 

United  States  Navy  Department,  for  the  astronomical  department,  exploring  expedition, 

To  Richard  Patten,  Dr. 

January  14,  1829.     For  three  artificial  horizons,  at  $25  each $75  00 

January  14,  1829.     For  one  support  for  pendulimi 45  00 

January  14,  1829.     For  one  new  box,  new  supports  to  telescopes,  and  packing  and  repairing 

astronomical  circle 20  00 

$145  00 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  correct,  and  has  been  received. 

January  14,  1829.  CHARLES  WILKES,  Jr.,  Lieutenant  United  States  Navy. 

Received  of  James  K.  Paulding,  navy  agent,  one  hundred  and  forty-five  dollars  in  full  of  the  above 
bill.  RICHARD  PATTEN. 

■$145.00. 
New  York,  January  15,  1829. 

Contingent  not  enumerated. 
The  United  States  Navy,  for  formula  for  the  astronomical  department,  exploring  expedition. 

To  P.  Burtsell  &  Son,  Dr. 

December  23,  1828.     For  two   "  Meteorological  Journals,"   medium  paper,  printed  and  ruled 

per  pattern,  and  full  bound,  at  $10  each $20  00 

December  23,  1828.     Three   books,   "  Clocks,"  demy  paper,  printed  and  ruled  per  pattern,  and 

bound,  at  $4  each 12  00 

December  23,  1828.     Two  books,  "  Chronometers  Daily,"  fool-cap  paper,  printed  and  ruled  per 

pattern,  and  bound,  at  $4  each 8  00 

December  23,  1828.     One  book,   "  Chronometers  Weekly,"  printed  and  ruled  per  pattern,  and 

bound 5  00 

December  23,  1828.     Two  books,  "Longitudes,"  printed  and  ruled  per  pattern,  and  bound,  at 

$4  each 8  00 

December  23,  1828.     Two  books,  "  Magnetic  Variations,"  printed  and  ruled  per  pattern,  and 

bound,  at  $4  each 8  00 

December  23,  1828.     Two  books,  "  Transits,"  printed  and  ruled  per  pattern,  and  bound,  at  $4 

each 8  00 

December  23,  1828.     One  book,   "  Pendulum  Coincidences,"  printed  and  ruled  per  pattern,  and 

bound 6  00 

December  23,  1828.     Five  books,   "Observations,"  printed  and  ruled  per  pattern,  and  bound,  at 

$4  each 20  00 

December  23,  1828.     Two  books,  "  Transit  Observations,"  demj^  printed  and  ruled  per  pattern, 

and  bound,  at  $5  each    10  00 

December  23,  1828.     Two  books,  "  Repeating  Circle,"  printed  and  ruled  per  pattern,  and  bound, 

at  $5  each 10  00 

December  3,  1828.     Two  books,    "  Lunar  Observations,"   printed  and   ruled  per  pattern,  and 

bound,  at  $6  each 12  00 


$127  00 


I  certify  that  the  above  is  correct,  and  have  been  received. 

CHARLES  AYILKES,  Jr.,  Lieutenant  United  States  Navy. 
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Received  from  J.   K.  Paulding,  Esq.,  navy  agent,  one  hundred   and  twenty-seven  dollars  in  full  of 
the  a  )ove  acjiunt.  PETER  BURTSELL  &  SON. 

New  Yokk,  December  31,  1828. 

Uniced  States  Navy, 

To  George  Chilton,  Dr. 
Instruments  for  the  exploring  expedition,  viz: 

A  mountain  barometer |-25  qo 

Dauiells'  hygrometer 16  00 

Ether  for  Daniells'  hygrometer 2  50 

$43  00 

I  certify  that  the  above  have  been  received. 

CHARLES  WILKES,  Jr.,  Lieutenant  United  Stales  A^avu 
New  York,  December  18,  1828. 

Endorsement: 

Paid  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  of  December  4,  1828,  to  James  K.  Paulding,  Esq.,  navy 
agent. 

Received  of  James  K.  Paulding,  navy  agent,  forty-three  dollars  and  fifty  cents  in  full  of  the  above  bill. 
$43.50.  GEORGE  CHILTON. 

New  York,  December  19,  1828. 

L'uited  States  Navy  Department,  for  the  astronomical  department,  exploring  expedition, 
To  Cornelius  VV.  Oakley,  Dr. 

For  one  symprisometer $38  00 

New  York,  December  30,  1828.  ' 

I  certify  that  the  above  has  been  received,  and  is  correct. 

CHARLES  WILKES,  Jr.,  Lieutenant,  United  States  Navy. 

Received  of  James  K.  Paulding,  navy  agent,  thirty-eight  dollars  in  full  of  the  above. 

New  York,  December  30,  1828.  CORNELIUS  W.   OAKLEY. 

United  States  Navy  Department,  for  polar  expedition, 

To  Richard  Patten,  Dr. 

Two  superior  brass  sextants  (Troughton  and  Sims,  makers),  at  $150  each §300  00 

New  York,  December  4,  1828. 

I  certify  that  the  above  instruments  have  been  delivered,  and  that  this  bill  is  correct. 
December  8,  1828.  CHARLES  WILKES,  Jr.,  Lieutenant  United  States  Navy. 

By  order  of  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  of  December  4. 

Received  of  James  K.  Paulding,  navy  agent,  three  luindred  dollars  in  full  of  the  above. 

RICHARD  PATTEN. 
New  York,  December  8,  1828. 


House  of  Representatives,  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  Ifarch  15,  1830. 
Sir:  In  a  hasty  perusal  of  the  papers  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  I  do  not  find  any  expression  of 
opinion,  on  the  part  of  the  Department,  whether  the  instruments  not  delivered  are  such  as  will  be  useful 
in  the  naval  service.  If  they  are,  it  would  appear  proper,  if  relief  is  granted,  to  provide  for  their  pur- 
chase; if  not,  it  may  be  thought  best  to  permit  the  holders  of  them  to  dispose  of  tiiem,  and  to  provide 
only  to  iiay  any  just  claim  for  damages,  if  any.  I  desire  you  to  inform  me  whether  the  instruments  to 
be  delivered  are  proper  for  the  naval  service. 

With  esteem  and  respect,  yours,  &c.,  MICHAEL  HOFFMAN. 

Hon.  John  Branch,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Na\t.'  Department,  Ifarch  11,  1880. 
T)ie  Hon.  Michael  Hoffman,  chairman  if  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  House  of  Representatives: 

Sir-  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  15th  instant,  calling  for 
additional  information  in  the  case  of  Lieut.  Wilk.s.  Vuur  letter,  and  the  list  of  instruments  engaged, 
but  not  delivered,  have  been  referred  to  the  C  .niiuis^inn.rs  of  the  Navy,  and  a  report  required  from  them 
as  to  their  suitableness  for  naval  purposes.  Thrir  r<i.nit  has  been  received,  and  a  copy  is  herewith  sub- 
mitted. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  _^^^^  ^^^^^^_ 
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Navy  Cojimissioners'  Office,  March  11,  1830. 

Sir:  Tlie  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  in  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  16th  inst.,  and  the  papers  therein 
referred  to,  which  you  were  pleased  to  refer  to  them,  beg  leave  to  observe  that,  of  the  instruments 
ordered  for  the  "exploring  expedition,"  the  following  "are  proper  for  the  naval  service,"  considering 
surveying  as  a  branch  of  that  service,  viz:  repeating  theodolite,  variation  transit,  azimuth  compass,  com- 
passes with  Barlow's  compensation  plates,  dipping  needle  apparatus,  spirit  bubbles,  and  chronometei's — 
estimated  to  cost  $2,910. 

Tiie  clock  with  invariable  pendulum  is  an  instrument  very  seldom  made,  except  to  order,  and  it  would 
probably  not  sell  to  any  private  individual  for  one-fourth  of  its  value.  It  would  be  useful  in  an  observa- 
tory, and  so  might  the  instruments  designated  as  those  ordered  from  England.  The  "  Connoissance  des 
Temps"  is  not  used  in  our  service,  although  a  valuable  work;  we  use  the  British  Nautical  Almanac,  or 
rather  an  American  edition  of  that  almanac. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  RODGERS. 

Hon,  JoH>f  Branch,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


21sT  Congress.]  No.  416.  [1st  Session. 

ON  THE  EXPEDIENCY  OF  DISPENSING  WITH  THE   MARINE  CORPS  AS  PART  OF  THE 
ARMED  EQUIPMENT  OF  A  VESSEL-OF-WAR. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    SENATE    MARCH    24,     1830. 

Navy  Department,  March  23,  1830. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  of  the  1st  instant,  I  have- 
the  honor  to  present  the  opinions,  in  writing,  of  the  officers  composing  the  navy  board,  and  other  naval 
officers  now  at  the  seat  of  govenimciit,  U\  wIidhi  rcrcicuce  had  been  made  on  the  subject. 

In  addition  to  these,  there  is  also  tiansinittcil  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  M'Keever,  containing  an  extract 
of  a  letter  from  Captain  Conner,  cniiiiiiaiK.linn-  the  United  States  sloop-of-war  Erie,  which  had  been  fitted 
out  withdut  the  usual  allotment  of  inarines,  expressly  with  a  view  to  test  (to  the  extent  of  the  experi- 
ment, )  the  expediency  of  dispensing  with  the  employment  of  marines  "  as  a  part  of  the  armed  equipment 

In  the  i-e|iiiits  made  by  tlie  officers  on  tliis  point,  there  appears  to  be  much  diversity  of  opinion;  but, 
as  each  has  assi-iieil  his  reascjns  for  his  own  especial  views  on  the  subject,  a  consideration  of  them  will 
i'nrnisli  the  hest  ^■ui(h'  to  a  correct  decision  of  the  question;  which,  being  strictly  professional,  can  only 
be  setth'd  by  ret'eii-nee  to  the  weiglit  of  testimony  brought  forward  in  support  of  either  side,  by  men 
])ractically  experienreil  in  the  details  of  tlie  jioiiits  contested. 

In  reply  to  the  inipiii y,  "  \vliether  the  petty  officers  and  seamen  who  have  been  in  service,  but  from 
age,  or  slight  disabilities  are  rendeiiMJ  unlit  lur  the  active  duties  of  their  calling  on  ship-board,  can  be 
usefully  and  safely  employed  as  guards  to  the  navy  stations,  in  lieu  of  the  marines  now  assigned  to  that 
duty,"  there  can  be  little  hesitation  in  admitting  the  affirmative  of  the  proposition. 

The  duty  of  guarding  naval  stations  may,  without  doubt,  be  well  performed  by  veteran  seamen,  too 
far  win-n  out  to  encounter  the  active  labors  necessary  at  sea,  but  sufficiently  strong  to  discharge  such  as 
would  be  required  df  thi'ni  in  this  service;  and  the  fidelity  of  this  class  of  persons  may  be  regarded  as 
worthy  of  the  most  perfect  conliileiice. 

One  additional  ach  anta^-e  which  would  result  from  the  employment  of  the  partially  disabled  and 
worn  out  seamen  as  proposed,  would  be  the  great  relief  which  such  employment  would  afford  to  the  navy 
pension  and  hospital  funds,  now  the  only  refuge  of  the  veteran  seaman  in  his  old  age  and  infirmities. 

Whatever  doubt  there  may  be  on  the  first  subjects  of  inquiry  contained  in  the  resolution,  there  can 
be  little  as  to  the  propriety  of  adopting  the  plan  suggested,  of  substituting  the  partially  disabled  petty 
officers  and  seamen  as  guards  at  the  navy  stations,  in  lieu  of  the  marine  force  now  entrusted  with  the 
discharge  of  that  duty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BRANCH. 

The  Hon.  John  C.  Calhoun,  Vice-President  U.  S.  and  President  of  the  Senate. 


Commandant's  Office,  Navy  Yard,  Washington,  March  5,  1830. 
Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  communication  of  the  3d  instant,  covering  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  of  the  1st  instant,  calling  for  information  relative  to  the  necessity  for 
eniployin.i;-  marines  on  lioanl  our  ve.ssels-ol-war,  and  whether  seamen  may  not  be  usefully  substituted  in 
their  place,  \-c.,  and  ri'i  pies  tin-'  that  1  would  furnish  you,  in  conformity  with  the  terms  of  the  resolution, 
with  my  opinion,  in  writing,  upon  the  dlflcrent  points  embraced  by  it.  Having  been  associated  with 
many  of  the  officers  of  the  marine  corps,  in  peace  and  in  war,  and  entertaining  the  highest  respect  for 
many  of  them  as  gentlemen  and  officers,  I  cannot  but  regret  that  I  should  be  called  upon  to  give  an 
opinion  which  may  operate  to  their  prejudice,  if  adopted;  but  in  compliance  with  your  official  request, 
I  proceed  to  answer  the  first  interrogatory,  "  Whether  it  is  necessary  to  the  armed  equipment  of  a  vessel- 
of-war,  that  marines  should  compose  a  part  of  its  military  force?"     I  do  not  consider  it  necessary  to  the 
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armed  equipment  of  a  vessel-of-war,  that  marines  should  compose  a  part  of  its  military  force.  To  the 
second  interrogatory,  "  \yiieth>>r  muriii-s  may  not  he  u^iMnlly  dispensed  with,  and  a  pmii'.u  ..f  Ihc  seamen 
be  instructed  in  the  use  of  small  arm^,  and  pri'.rai  all  dill  as  which  can  be  requir.'d  of  niarincs,  either 
in  battle  or  in  ordinary  servirr.'"  ii  is  my  ..piniM,,  tian  manii.  s  may  be  usefully  dispms,,!  ^villi.  I  am 
fully  convinced  they  are  nut  lavrs^aiy  |,,  ih,.  -.,  „|  ,,r,|:.r  ,,|-  a  ship's  company.  "  The  saih.i-  Innks  with  a 
jealous  eye  upon  men  taken  liMn,  the  same  siaiioi,  with  himself,  and  iiivest.Ml  with  amhuiatv  ..verhim: 
exceptmg  winle  on  guard,  the  marines  are  mingled  with  the  sailors,  and  their  jealoiisii^s  and  prejudices 
give  rise  to  endless  .pmrrels  hetu-.^en  (hem.  A  porliou  of  li.e  .seam,M,,  or  ordniarv  seamen,  can  be 
instructed  in  the  use  (if  small  arms,  and  eaii  periorm  all  the  duties  which  can  be  required  of  marines, 
either  in  battle  or  in  ordinary  s-rvie-.  lly  siilistitnlinu-  landsmeu  for  marines,  taking  care  that  none  be 
received  but  young,  alile-lMhIied  Ameiieans,  ..iir  navy  w..u!d  furnish  a  great  additional  number  of  seamen 
beyond  what  it  has  herettifoie  done.  To  \\ir  third  iiiierrogatory,  "  Whether  seamen  are  not  now  instructed 
and  practiced  in  the  use  of  small  arms?"  By  the  present  regulations,  a  portion  of  the  seamen  are  directed 
to  be  instructed  in  the  use  of  small  arms;  and  by  substituting  ordinary  seamen  for  marines,  a  much  larger 
portion  of  the  ere\\-  w  ould  be  instructed  and  practiced  in  the  use  of  small  arms,  than  has  been  usual  here- 
tofore. To  the  IVuirih  inierrngatory,  "Whether  the  petty  officers  and  seamen  who  have  been  in  service, 
but,  from  age  or  slight  .lisaldliiies,  are  rendered  unfit  for  the  active  duties  of  their  calling  on  ship-board, 
can  be  usefully  and  sal'ely  em|iloyed  as  guards  at  the  navy  stations,  in  lieu  of  the  marines  now  assigned 
to  that  duty?"  It  is  my  ojiinion  that  there  are  many  petty  officers  and  seamen  now  in  the  service,  and 
many  who  have  ser\-e:l  in  our  ships-of-war,  who  are,  from  old  age  and  other  causes,  unfit  for  the  active 
duties  of  the  servieo,  bm  who  might  be  usefully  and  safely  employed  as  watchmen  or  guards  at  the  navy 
stations,  in  lieu  of  tho  marines  now  assigned  to  that  duty;  and,  by  such  an  arrangement,  provision  would 
be  made  for  those  vvliu  have  served  honestly  and  faithfully,  for  manj^  years,  and  would  show  to  the  pett}^ 
ofiicers  and  seamen  that,  for  long  and  faithful  services,  they  would  be  rewarded. 

With  very  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ISAAC  HULL. 
Hon.  JoHX  Branch,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


No.   2. 

Navy  Commissioners'  Office,  March  6,  1830. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive,  and  now  comply  with  the  circular  of  the  3d  instant,  which 
enclosed  the  copy  of  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  respecting  the  marine  corps. 

To  the  first  inquiry  I  beg  leave  to  state,  as  my  opinion,  that  marines  are  not  a  necessary  component 
part  of  the  crews  of  our  vessels-of-war,  for  which  various  reasons  might  be  assigned,  but  it  is  not  con- 
sidered necessary  to  enumerate  them. 

To  the  second  inquiry,  "Whether  marines  may  not  usefully  be  dispensed  with,"  &c.,  &c.,  I  answer 
affirmatively,  from  the  experience  of  my  professional  life. 

Twenty  years  ago,  I  was  led  to  reflect  seriously  upon  their  utility  on  board  ship,  and  became  satis- 
fied that  tiiej'  were  superfluous,  and  each  succeeding  year  has  strengthened  this  conclusion. 

Seamen  have  been  always  trained  to  the  use  of  small  arms  (a  portion  of  them  at  least),  and,  having 
shown  themselves  exceedingly  expert  at  loading  and  firing,  I  can  see  no  good  reason  against  their  sub- 
stitution for  marines.  Voluntary  enlistments  and  short  engagements,  punctually  fulfilled  by  the  govern- 
ment, by  rendering  the  seamen  of  our  navy  contented  and  subordinate,  have  removed  all  necessity  for  the 
continuance  of  this  corps,  which  was,  I  apprehend,  originally  established  on  account  of  its  existence  iu 
the  English  navy,  whence  we  also  derived  our  regulations  and  laws. 

To  tlie  remaining  inquiry,  I  give  also  an  affirmative  answer,  and  my  most  hearty  assent,  as  I  have 
long  tlKjught  our  navy  yards  would  be  better  protected  by  seamen  than  any  other  species  of  guard,  their 
interests  and  their  feelings  leading  them,  in  an  especial  manner,  to  this  duty. 

The  moral  clfect  of  such  an  arrangement  as  this  inquiry  embraces  would  be  great  and  salutary  upon 
the  seamen,  by  producing  exertion  and  emulation,  with  the  consciousness  such  situations  (to  them  alike 
desirable  and  honorable)  would  be  only  given  to  the  faithful  and  meritorious. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  add,  that  the  efficiency  of  musketry  in  naval  warfare  has  been  decreasing  for 
the  last  sixty  years,  in  nearly  equal  proportion  to  the  increased  efficiency  of  naval  gunnery;  and  in  proof 
of  this,  the  disuse  of  swivels,  blunderbusses,  grenades,  and  such  fire-arms  as  do  execution  but  at  a  short 
distance,  may  be  considered  conclusive. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

L.  WARRINGTON. 

Honorable  John  Branch,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


No.  3. 

Navy  Coidiissioners'  Office,  March  9,  1830. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication,  under  date  of  the  3d 
instant,  covering  a  copy  of  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  of  the  1st  instant,  requiring 
my  opinion,  in  writing,  upon  the  difierent  points  embraced  by  it,  which  I  have  now  the  honor  to  submit: 

Fir.'it.  "  Whether  it  is  necessary  to  the  armed  equipment  of  a  vessel-of-war,  that  marines  should 
compose  a  part  of  its  military  force?"  It  is  iny  opinion,  and  has  for  some  time  past  so  been,  that  it  is 
not  necessary  to  the  equipment  of  a  vessel-of-war  in  our  navy,  that  marines  should  compose  a  part  of  its 
military  force. 

Second.  "Or  whether  marines  may  not  usefully  be  dispensed  with,  and  a  portion  of  the  seamen  be 
instructed  in  the  use  of  small  arms,  and  perform  all  duties  which  can  be  required  of  marines,  either  in 
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battle  or  in  ordinary  service?"  From  the  foregoing  impression,  I  think  marines  may  be  dispensed  with, 
and  an  equal  number  of  landsmen  be  shipped  in  their  place,  who  should  (as  they  now  are  instructed  in 
the  use  of  small  arms)  perform  the  duties  which  are  now  required  of  marines,  either  in  battle  or  in  ordi- 
nary service,  by  which  that  additional  number  of  men  would  be  gained  for  the  general  duties  of  the  ship, 
from  which  the  marines  are,  in  many  cases,  now  exempted,  and  an  increase  of  seamen  be  formed  for  the 
navy. 

Tliird.  "Whether  seamen  are  not  instructed  and  practiced  in  the  use  of  small  arms?"  The  seamen, 
or  whole  ship's  crew,  are  now  instructed  in  the  use  of  small  arms.  The  great  change  in  the  construc- 
tion of  our  ships-of-war,  of  each  class,  of  late  years,  is  such  that  musketry  cannot  be  advantageously 
used,  in  consequence  of  the  height  of  the  bulwarks,  which  are  too  high  to  fire  over,  except  at  such  an 
elevation  as  to  render  the  fire  of  musketry  useless;  and  to  place  marines  on  the  poops,  top-gallant  fore- 
castles, or  in  the  boats,  would  be  murderous,  as  exposing  them,  without  any  protection,  to  the  fire  of  the 
enemy. 

Fourth.  "  Whether  the  petty  ofiBcers  and  seamen  who  have  been  in  service,  but,  from  age  or  slight 
disabilities,  are  rendered  unfit  for  the  active  duties  of  their  calling  on  ship-board,  can  be  usefully  and 
safely  employed  as  guards  at  the  naval  stations,  in  lieu  of  the  marines  now  assigned  to  that  duty?"  In  my 
opinion,  petty  ofBcers  and  seamen  who  have  been  in  the  naval  service,  and  who,  from  age  or  slight 
inabilities,  are  rendered  unfit  for  the  active  duties  of  their  profession,  can  be  usefully  and  safety  employed 
as  guards  or  watchmen  at  all  our  navy  yards,  in  lieu  of  marines. 

To  derive  the  benefit  which  may  result  to  the  naval  service  from  the  change  herein  suggested,  it  will 
be  necessary  that  the  government  should  strictly  perform  their  part  of  the  contract  entered  into  with 
the  seamen  when  they  are  shipped  into  the  service,  viz.,  that  of  discharging  them  in  the  United  States,  and 
at  the  expiration  of  their  term  of  service. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  by  your  obedient  servant, 

DAN'L  T.  PATTERSON,  Capt.  U.  S.  Navy. 

Hon.  John  Braxch,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 


No.  4. 

Washingtox,  3Iarch  6,  1830. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  "circular"  of  the  3d  instant,  with  a  copy  of 
a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  of  the  1st  instant,  enclosed. 

I  do  not  believe  it  is  necessary  to  the  armed  equipment  of  a  vessel-of-war  that  marines  should  compose 
a  part  of  its  military  force.  I  do  believe  that  marines  may  be  usefully  dispensed  with,  and  a  portion  of  the 
seamen  be  instructed  in  the  use  of  small  arms,  and  perform  all  duties  which  can  be  required  of  marines, 
either  in  battle  or  ordinary  service. 

A  part  of  the  ship's  companies  in  our  navy  are  now  instructed  and  practiced  in  the  use  of  small  arms; 
and  I  believe  marines  ma,y  be  beneficially  dispensed  with  on  board  of  our  public  vessels-of-war. 

Experience  has  satisfied  me  that  our  countrymen  discover  such  an  aptness  and  dexterity  in  the  use 
of  small  arms,  that,  with  moderate  practice,  the  seamen  would  be  able  to  employ  to  advantage  this 
species  of  arms,  whenever  it  might  be  necessary.  I  feel  assured  they  can  perform  all  the  duties  of  guards 
and  sentinels  as  well  as  marines,  and  that  the  aid  of  the  regular  soldier  may  be  dispensed  with  on  board 
our  vessels-of-war. 

I  do  believe  that  the  petty  officers  and  seamen  who  have  been  in  service,  but,  from  age  or  slight 
disabilities,  are  rendered  unfit  for  the  active  duties  of  their  calling  on  ship-board,  can  be  usefully  and 
safely  employed  as  guards  at  the  navy  stations,  in  lieu  of  the  marines  now  assigned  that  duty. 

And  I  also  believe,  that,  if  the  prospect  is  held  out  to  the  petty  officers  and  seamen  of  the  navy,  of 
obtaining  these  situations  in  their  declining  age,  or  when  slightly  disabled,  it  will  have  the  most  benefi- 
cial effect  on  their  habits  and  morals,  and  stimulate  them  to  acquire  a  good  character. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  CRANE,  Captain  in  the  A^avy. 

Hon.  John  Braxch,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Waithington. 


Washixgtox,  March  5,  1830. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  circular  of  the  3d  instant,  covering  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  I  shall  proceed  to  reply  to  the  several  interrogatories 
proposed  by  that  honorable  body,  in  the  order  in  which  they  stand. 

To  iha  first,  I  answer,  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  the  armed  equipment  of  a  vessel-of-war  that  marines 
should  compose  a  part  of  its  military  force;  and  they  may  be  usefully  dispensed  with.  A  portion  of  the 
seamen  are  already,  by  existing  regulations,  instructed  in  ihe  use  of  small  arms,  and  could  perform  all 
the  duty  required  of  marines,  either  in  battle  or  in  ordinary  service. 

To  the  second,  I  answer  as  above  stated,  that  seamen  are  at  present  instructed  in  the  use  of  small 
arms.  I  also  assert  that  marines  can  be  beneficially  dispensed  with,  because  the  ordinary  duty  required 
of  them  at  sea  is  that  of  mere  pulling  and  hauling  the  rigging  in  working  ship,  which  can  as  well  be  done 
by  ordinary  seamen  or  landsmen,  who  would,  in  addition,  be  employed  aloft,  and  thus  trained  to  seaman- 
ship. It  must  be  borne  in  mind,  that  in  introducing  marines  on  board  of  our  ships-of-war,  we  huve 
followed  the  usage  of  the  British,  who  have  been  impelled  to  this  measure  by  the  fact  that  their  crews 
have  been  impressed,  and  thus  rendered  insubordinate  and  refractory.  The  voluntary  enlistment  of  our 
seamen,  and  their  known  attachment  to  the  service,  necessarily  obviate  that  necessity  on  our  part. 

The  marines  are  dressed,  when  in  port,  in  full  uniform,  every  day;  they  are  exempt  from  all  duty, 
except  that  which  grows  out  of  the  posting  of  sentinels,  and  other  objects  of  mere  pageantry.  The 
arduous  duties  of  watering  and  provisioning,  the  transportation  of  the  stores,  the  boat  duty,  in  all 
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weather  and  in  all  climates,  devolve  on  the  seaman  alone;  and  the  romparison  which  they  draw  between 
the  toils  and  privations  they  endure,  and  the  indolent  occupations  of  the  marines,  is  a  continual  source  of 
bitter  recrimination. 

To  the  third,  I  I'eply,  that  I  am  decidedly  of  the  opinion  that  petty  officers  and  seamen  who  have 
faithfully  served  on  ship-board,  and  whose  age  and  disabilities  may  have  rendered  them  unfit  for  active 
service  ailoat,  would  be  preferable  as  guards  at  the  several  naval  stations.  Such  employments  would 
seem  to  be  a  just  recompense  for  long  and  faithful  services;  and,  in  addition  to  their  duties  as  guards, 
they  could  render  themselves  useful  by  various  occupations  incident  to  a  dock  yard. 

Having  thus  answered  the  several  queries  contained  in  the  resolutions,  I  will  take  leave  further  to 
remark,  that,  if  landsmen  were  substituted  for  marines,  the  country  would  annually  be  adding  to  her 
stock  of  seamen,  who,  from  a  variety  of  causes,  have  degenerated  and  become  scarce. 

In  a  course  of  thirty  years  of  service  I  have  never  known  a  marine  to  become  a  seaman;  their 
ambition  is  directed  to  other  objects,  and  when  they  are  discharged  from  the  naval  service,  either  seek 
the  ranks  of  the  army,  or  are  lost  in  the  pursuits  of  private  life. 

Marines  then  are  not  necessary,  either  in  peace  or  war,  and  the  advantages  which  would  accrue  by 
their  being  replaced  by  young  ordinary  seamen  or  landsmen,  is  to  my  mind  irresistible  and  conclusive. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  G.  RIDGELEY. 

To  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


No.  6. 

Georgetown,  3Iarch  9,  1830. 

Sir:  Having  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  covering  a  copy  of  the  resolutions 
adopted  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  on  the  first  instant,  I  proceed  with  great  deference  to  express 
my  opinions  upon  the  general  question,  "Whether  marines  can  or  cannot  be  beneficially  dispensed  with 
on  board  of  our  public  vessels-of-war,  and  at  our  naval  stations,  and  upon  the  best  practical  mode  of 
supplying  their  places."  In  communicating  the  sentiments  suggested  by  my  experience  and  reflection, 
permit  me  to  say  that  they  have  forced  themselves  upon  me  in  spite  of  a  high  respect  for  the  marine  corps 
of  our  country,  whose  officers  are  eminently  distinguished  for  professional  ability  and  valor. 

The  ordinary  duty  of  a  marine  is  that  of  a  sentinel,  a  duty  which  certainly  must  be  performed  by 
some  one,  though  its  discharge  requii'es  little  more  than  fidelity  and  resolution.  If  this  duty  can  be 
readily  and  safely  confided  to  a  portion  of  the  crew  of  the  vessel,  if  it  can  be  united  with  the  other  duties 
of  the  seamen,  then  the  marines  may  be  usefully  dispensed  with.  My  opinion  is,  and  long  has  been,  that 
in  the  navy  of  the  United  States  such  is  the  fact. 

The  capacity  to  use  small  arms  promptly  and  efficiently  is  necessary  to  the  sentinel;  it  is  in  a 
measure  necessary  to  all  engaged  on  board  of  armed  vessels.  A  portion  of  every  crew  is  therefore 
instructed  and  exercised  to  that  end;  and  the  manner  in  which  this  has  heretofore  been  done  leaves  with 
me  no  room  to  doubt  that  the  substitution  of  seamen,  instead  of  marines,  would  in  no  respect  whatever 
diminish  the  security,  precision,  or  punctuality  of  the  guard. 

The  marine  on  board  of  our  public  vessels-of-war  is  incompetent  to  the  discharge  of  any  part  of  the 
seaman's  duty.  He  never  evinces  the  least  disposition  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  the  profession,  and  is 
never  sent  aloft.  He  composes  part  of  the  regular  watch,  and  may  be  employed  in  hauling  ropes;  but 
further  than  this  he  would  justly  consider  transcending  the  line  of  his  peculiar  service. 

Hence  there  is  a  broad  distinction  between  him  and  the  sailor;  a  source  of  much  dispute,  and  often  of 
contemptuous  disparagement. 

It  would  be  better  to  have  a  class  of  men  equally  competent  to  perform  the  parts  of  marines  and 
seamen;  in  other  words,  to  train  seamen  to  the  duties  of  marines,  to  which  certainly  there  is  no  incom- 
patibility in  their  customary  employments. 

I  am  induced  to  believe  that  our  seamen  would  cheerfully  and  proudly  undertake  this  additional 
burthen;  would  feel  honored  by  the  confidence  reposed  in  them  and  gratified  by  having  as  their  sentinels 
those  whom  their  prejudices  would  compel  them  to  respect. 

Steam  navigation,  by  occupying  our  bays  and  rivers,  has  gradually  produced  a  want  of  seamen. 
The  nurseries  which  heretofore  were  found  in  our  river  craft,  and  which  annually  prepared  numbers  to 
embrace  the  sea  as  a  profession,  has  now  scarcely  any  existence.  Ought  we  not  then  to  adopt  some  plan 
by  which  we  may  supply  the  deficiency  of  this  former  and  failing  source?  And  is  not  such  a  plan  dis- 
cernible in  providing,  in  lieu  of  marines,  ordinary  seamen,  landsmen  and  boys,  on  board  our  public 
vessels?  At  present  we  employ  and  provide  for  many  men  who  never  can  be  serviceable  as  seamen; 
their  places  might  be  filled  by  those  who  are  destined  to  that  pursuit,  and  who  would  thus  undergo,  as  it 
were,  a  novitiate,  preparatory  to  the  hardiest  and  most  essential  duties. 

In  guarding  and  protecting  the  public  property  at  the  navy  yards,  old  and  slightly  disabled  petty 
officers  and  seamen  are  certainly  as  efficient,  and  may  be  made  much  more  useful  than  marines.  The 
marine,  unless  actually  on  duty  as  sentinel,  is  idle. 

He  is  not  competent  to  the  ordinary  work  going  on  in  the  yard.  Not  so  with  petty  officers  and  sea- 
men; the  rigging  loft,  the  sail  loft,  &c.,  offer  almost  constant  occupation,  tending  to  advance  the  interest 
or  husband  the  means  of  the  government. 

I  cannot  conclude  without  expressing  the  opinion  that  the  employment  of  marines  on  board  of  vessels- 
of-war  is  to  be  ascribed  to  a  reason  that  does  not  apply  to  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States.  Where 
seamen  engage  voluntarily,  and  are  not  forced  by  impressment,  the  necessity  of  placing  a  species  of 
foreign  guard  over  their  conduct  does  not  exist;  as  the  willing  servants  of  a  free  country  they  are  as  fit 
to  be  trusted  as  soldiers  on  land.  Discipline  is  necessary  for  both,  but  that  discipline  should  be  enforced 
by  the  same  officers  who  understand  and  direct  their  duties,  with  the  aid  of  men  drawn  from  their  own 
ranks.  The  marine  is  worthier  of  confidence  than  the  seaman  only  when  the  latter  is  dragged  and  com- 
pelled to  serve,  and  therefore  presumed  ready  for  mutiny  or  desertion. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  DALLAS,   Captain  United  States  Navy. 
To  the  honorable  John  Branch,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 
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No.  1. 

Baltimore,  March  6,  1830. 

Sir:  At  a  moment  when  Congress  is  asking  for  information  in  reference  to  the  utility  or  inutility  of 
marines  on  board  our  ships-of-war,  everything  tending  to  elucidate  the  subject  must  be  somewhat  inter- 
esting; and  I  trust  I  may  therefore  be  held  excusable  in  troubling  you  with  this  letter,  and  the  following 
extract  of  one  which  I  have  just  received  from  Master  Commandant  Conner,  dated  off  Havana,  January 
30th,  and  which  I  send  you  from  an  impression  that  the  Department  may  not  as  yet  have  received  his 
ofScial  report  on  this  subject,  so  replete  with  interest  to  the  navy.  The  Erie,  it  is  known,  sailed  from 
Norfolk  sometime  in  October  last,  with,  instead  of  the  usual  marine  guard,  a  proportional  number  of 
landsmen;  in  relation  to  which  he  says: 

"  Should  the  marine  corps  be  separated  from  the  navy,  you  will,  in  a  very  short  time,  hear  every 
ofBcer  in  command  expressing  his  astonishment  why  such  an  absurdity  had  been  so  long  tolerated.  I 
often  hear  my  oflScers  remark,  how  much  better  we  get  along  without  marines,  than  if  they  were  on  board; 
and  my  own  opinion  is,  my  ship  is  decidedly  more  eificient  for  the  purposes  she  was  intended,  as  her 
crew  is  now  constituted,  than  if  she  was  encumbered  with  a  marine  guard.  Although  neither  personally 
nor  morally  what  may  be  termed  a  good  crew,  yet  fewer  instances  of  disorderly  conduct,  requiring  my 
interference,  have  occurred  on  board  this  ship,  than  any  I  have  ever  served  in.  In  fact,  in  no  one  instance 
since  I  have  been  in  command  of  her,  have  I  felt  the  necessity  of  a  marine  guard." 

My  own  experience,  on  several  occasions  when  I  was  in  command  and  doing  duty  without  marines, 
fully  confirms  the  remarks  of  Captain  Conner;  for,  so  far  from  ever  witnessing  the  necessity  of  a  marine 
guard  on  board  a  ship,  the  fact  of  there  being  none  always  seemed  to  impart  increased  ardor  and  good 
conduct  to  tlie  seamen;  so  that  I  feel  constrained  to  believe,  both  from  observation  and  reflection,  that, 
by  isub.stitutiiig,  under  proper  regulations,  landsmen  in  lieu  of  marines,  the  naval  service  of  our  country 
will  be,  throughout,  greatly  benefited,  its  ships  rendered  more  efficient,  a  means  afforded  of  increasing 
the  number  of  seamen,  and  their  general  character  and  condition  improved  in  every  respect. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  most  jarofound  respect  and  consideration,  sir, 

Your  obedient,  humble  servant,  J.  M.  KEEYER. 

The  Hon.  Joiix  Branch,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Washington,  March  8,  1830. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  circular  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  enclosing 
a  copy  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  calling  for  information  on  the  following 
points,  viz: 

1.  Whether  it  is  necessary  to  the  armed  equipment  of  a  vessel-of-war,  that  marines  should  compose 
a  part  of  its  military  force. 

2.  Whether  marines  may  not  usefully  be  dispensed  with,  and  a  portion  of  the  seamen  instructed  in 
the  use  of  small  arms,  and  perform  all  the  duties  which  can  be  required  of  marines,  either  in  battle  or  in 
ordinary  service. 

3.  Whether  seamen  are  not  now  instructed  and  practiced  in  the  use  of  small  arms,  and,  generally, 
any  information  which  may  elucidate  the  inquiry  whether  marines  cannot  be  beneficially  dispensed  with, 
on  board  our  public  vesSels-of-war. 

4.  Whether  petty  officers  and  seamen  who  have  been  in  service,  but  from  age  and  slight  disabilities 
are  rendered  unfit  for  the  active  duties  of  their  calling  on  ship-board,  can  be  usefully  and  safely  employed 
as  guards  at  the  navy  stations,  in  lieu  of  the  marines  now  assigned  to  that  duty. 

My  opinion  upon  these  points,  which  I  submit  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  iwesented  in  the  resolu- 
tion, is — 

1st.  That  marines,  or  men  to  perform  the  duties  of  marines,  should  compose  a  part  of  the  military  force 
of  our  ships  of  war. 

2d.  I  do  not  think  that  marines  could  be  usefully  dispensed  with  on  board  our  ships-of-war;  for,  not- 
withstanding seamen  may  be  instructed  in  the  use  of  small  arms,  so  as  to  perform  equally  well  all  the 
duties  required  of  marines  in  battle,  yet,  in  the  performance  of  the  ordinary  service,  such  as  relates  to  the 
preservation  of  the  police  of  the  ship,  and  her  military  and  warlike  appearance,  I  should  think  marines 
preferable  to  seamen. 

3d.  On  board  of  all  our  ships,  a  number  of  seamen  corresponding  to  the  rate  of  the  ship,  (say,  about 
250  in  a  ship  of  the  line,  120  to  150  in  a  frigate,  60  to  70  in  a  sloop-of-war,  and  more  than  half  the  whole 
crew  of  a  schooner)  are  practiced  in  the  use  of  small  arms.  I  would  further  observe,  that  although  I  do 
not  think  it  advisable  to  dispense  with  the  services  of  marines  on  board  our  ships-oi-war,  yet,  that  the 
numbers  with  which  they  have  heretofore  been  supplied,  might,  to  advantage,  be  reduced  one-fourth,  pro- 
vided an  equal  number  of  seamen,  or  ordinary  seamen,  be  substituted. 

4th.  From  among  the  petty  officers  and  seamen  who  have  been  a  length  of  time  in  the  service,  but 
who,  from  age  and  slight  disabilities,  have  been  rendered  unfit  for  the  active  duties  of  their  profession, 
there  are  many  to  be  found  who  could  be  usefully  and  safely  employed  as  guards  at  the  several  navy  sta- 
tions, in  lieu  of  the  marines  assigned  to  that  duty.  The  difference  in  the  expense  of  guarding  our  navy 
yards  by  watchmen,  instead  of  marines,  would  probably  be  not  less  thau  sixty  thousand  dollars  in  favor 
of  the  former.  But  as  it  would  be  necessary  to  provide  for  contingencies  occurring  to  marines  employed 
at  sea,  we  should  keep  in  the  service  on  shore  a  number  equal  to  one-fourth  or  one-fifth  of  the  whole 
number  so  employed;  and  in  this  view  it  would  be  advisable  that  one  or  two  of  our  yards,  to  which  our 
ships  most  frequently  resort  for  repairs  and  equipment,  should  be  guarded  by  marines,  provided  they  are 
subjected,  like  those  at  sea,  to  naval  law. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  RODGERS. 

Hon.  John  Branch,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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No.  9. 

Washixgtox,  March  4,  1830. 

Sir:  I  liave  tlio  lionor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  circular  of  the  3d  instant,  enclosing  a 
resolution  of  llic  t'liited  States  Senate,  icspcei  ing  the  ciniiloyment  of  marines  on  board  the  ships  of  our 
navy,  and  at  tin'  i::uy  yaids.  In  ivply  tlicivl.i,  I  r.spretfully  give  it  ;  s  my  opinion,  that  it  is  best  to 
employ  marines  (111  hoard  oui-  vessi']s-ul'-\var  in  eoininissinii,  in  the  proportion  of  from  one-tenth  to  one- 
twelfth  of  the  eunipleiiieiit  allowed  to  each  ch.f.s  of  ves.sel.s. 

A  proportion  (from  one-fourth  to  one-filth)  of  tlie  seamen,  ordinai-y  seamen,  landsmen  and  boys, 
attached  to  our  ships-of-war,  are  always  exercised  at  the  small  arms,  and  they  go  through  the  manual  of 
loading  and  firing  generally  well;  but  I  do  not  think  they  would  be  advantageously'  substituted  to  dis- 
charge all  the  duties  wliieh  niariiii'.s  (Hi  h.iaiil  ship  have  to  perform. 

I  am  also  ..r  npininn  that  \\\<-  scrvie^s  (it  the  marines  at  our  navy  yards  could  be  dispensed  with,  and 
a  substitute  linunl  in  ^atehmen  taken  iVdiii  the  citizens,  or  by  a  judicious  selection  of  those  who  have 
faithfully  served  as  petty  olUcer.s  and  seamen  in  tlic  navy.  That  there  would  be  a  great  saving  in  the 
expense  for  protection  of  the  yards  by  adopting  the  substitute  I  have  not  the  least  doubt.  But,  should 
the  marines  be  retained  for  that  duty,  they  ought  to  be  put  exclusively  under  the  laws  for  the  government 
of  the  navy,  and  subject  to  orders  as  wlien  doing  duty  on  board  ship. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  BAINBRIDGE. 

Honorable  John  BR.ixcH,  Secretary  of  the  Ncivij. 


No.  10. 

Washixgtox,  March  8,   1830. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  3d  instant,  covering  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  relative  to  the  marine  corps,  requiring  information  on  the  following  points: 

Fird.  Whether  it  is  necessary  that  "  marines  should  compose  a  part  of  the  military  force  of  a  ship- 
of-war?' ' 

To  this  I  answer  that  I  do  conceive  them  proper  and  necessary  to  constitute  a  part  of  the  crew  of  a 
ship-of-war. 

Hecond.  "  Wliether  marines  may  not  usefully  be  dispensed  with,  and  a  portion  of  the  seamen  be 
instructed  in  the  use  of  small  arms,  and  perform  all  the  duties  which  may  be  required  of  marines  in  battle 
or  on  ordinary-  service?" 

To  tliis  I  answer  that  for  the  mere  purposes  of  battle  perhaps  the  seamen  might  be  instructed,  in  a 
limited  degree,  in  the  use  of  small  arms. 

Third.   "  Wlievher  seamen  are  not  now  instructed  and  practiced  in  the  use  of  small  arms?" 

To  this  1  aii-wcr  that  a  portion  of  the  crew  (other  than  the  marines)  are  now,  and  always  have  been, 
instruetcd  and  practiced  in  the  use  of  small  arms;  but  that  instruction  and  practice  is  very  limited,  as  it 

Fniiiili.  '•  W  hcther  the  petty  officers  and  seamen  who  have  been  in  service,  but,  from  age  or  slight 
disabilities  are  rendered  unfit  for  active  duties  of  their  calling  on  shipboard,  can  be  usefully  and  safely 
employed  as  gnaids  at  the  navy  stations  in  lieu  of  marines?" 

To  this  1  answer  I  think  not;  but  as  I  have  never  had  any  command  or  control  over  a  navy  yard  or 
station  I  cannot  speak  to  this  question  from  actual  experience.  The  foregoing  answers  would  seem  to 
comprise  all  the  hoU(jrable  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  require  on  this  subject;  and  it  would  not  have 
been  proiu-r  tu  ud  farther  were  it  not  for  that  part  of  their  third  question,  requiring  also  any  general 
informaiii  11  in  elucidation  of  the  object  of  the  resolution  "whether  marines  can,  or  cannot,  be  beneficially 
dispensed  with  en  hoard  our  public  ships-of-war?" 

Under  this  clause  I  Avould  beg  leave  to  remark  that  the  marines  are  the  only  portion  of  the  crew  of  a 
ship-of-war  that  is  wholly  military,  and  the  only  part  which  could  be  rendered  such,  by  the  nature  of  the 
service,  as  well  as  the  nature  of  those  comprising  the  other  classes.  If,  then,  it  is  at  all  desirable  or 
useful  to  have  a  jiortion  of  the  force  of  a  ship-of-war  wholly  and  completely  military,  that  portion  must 
be  coin]ios(  (1  of  a  regular  organized  infantry,  for  this  reason:  that  the  sea  officers,  from  their  employments 
and  (!(■(  iipai  ions  ill  ships-of-war,  differ  materially  from  military  officers,  because  the  ideas  and  general 
habits  of  sailoi.-  unlit  them,  in  a  great  measure,  for  infantry  soldiers;  and  because  the  limited  space  in  a 
ship-of-war  would  not  admit  of  their  training,  and  their  general  duty  and  employment  would  be  too  much 
deranged  and  interfered  with.  In  order  to  ascertain  the  necessity  and  utility  of  having  a  portion  of  the 
crew  of  a  ship-of-war  organized  as  infantry,  it  will  be  necessary  to  inquire  into  the  object  and  duties  of 
such  a  corps. 

The  first  object  is  to  instil  into  them  these  sound  military  principles,  obedience,  subordination,  and 
respect,  that  they  may  be  entitled  to  confidence  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  as  sentinels,  to  watch 
over  your  magazines,  spirit  rooms,  store  rooms,  gangways,  galley,  and  look-outs;  to  preserve  order  and 
prevent  interruption  to  the  cooking  duties,  and  to  guard  your  prisoners  of  war,  who  sometimes  outnumber 
the  crew.  In  port  they  constitute  the  deck  guard,  and  at  sea  they  are  (at  least  a  large  proportion  of  them) 
always  near  their  arms;  thus  they  prevent  surprise  from  without,  and  check  mutiny  within.  In  the  ordi- 
nary duties  at  sea  the  marine  watch  perform  the  same  duties  on  deck  which  would  be  required  of  any 
other  body  of  men,  except  going  aloft,  consequently  their  usefulness  and  force  as  men  are  not  lost,  for 
there  must  be  some  men  kept  on  deck,  in  reefing  and  furling,  to  haul  the  rigging",  and  manage  the  cordage 
for  those  who  are  aloft.  In  battle,  when  the  ship  is  engaged  on  both  sides,  or  when  otherwise  necessary, 
they  can  be  distributed  Smong  the  carriage  guns,  for  working  the  artillery.  Should  any  operations,  wholly 
military,  be  required  of  them  on  shore,  they  would  be  more  efficient  and  competent  to  its  performance; 
should  the  combined  efforts  of  seamen  and  marines  be  required  for  the  surprise  of  posts,  or  the  escalade 
of  a  fortress,  the  marines,  as  a  supporting  column  of  regular  infantry,  would  form  a  disciplined  body, 
whereon  to  rest  the  security  of  the  other  classes  who  are  appointed  to  make  the  grand  effort,  and  would 
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yield  them  a  steady  column  and  military  support  in  case  of  failure,  when  they  would  constitute  the 
reserve,  and  cover  the  retreat  and  embarkation  of  the  seamen.  The  latter  are  a  class  of  men  whose 
onset  and  first  eflbrts  are  tremendous  and  formidable;  but  if  resisted  and  discomfited  they  break  into  a 
hundred  groups,  which  cannot  be  rallied,  and  they  become  a  mere  mob,  who,  without  a  body  of  regulars 
to  sustain  them,  must  fall  sacrifice.  Seamen  have  a  particular  aversion  to  the  infantry  drill,  and, 
generally  speaking,  can  be  brought  to  little  more  in  that  art  than  to  load  and  fire;  that  strict  subordina- 
tion and  obedience  to  orders,  and  the  pride  of  feeling,  intuitive  in  a  regular  soldier,  cannot  be  attained 
by  a  seaman;  hence  the  entire  confidence  of  the  officers,  for  the  performance  of  the  ordinary  duties  on 
posts,  cannot  be  yielded  them ;  frequent  punishments  would  ensue  for  neglect  and  irregularities,  and 
disgust  to  the  service  would  follow.  But,  sir,  there  is  another  evil  in  attempting  to  make  marines  of 
sailors:  the  scarcity  of  seamen,  and  ordinary  seamen,  would  embarrass  more  and  more  the  manning  of 
our  ships-of-war,  if  those  who  act  as  marines  are  substituted  from  the  other  classes.  To  take  them  from 
landsmen,  no  advantage  would  be  gained,  as  regards  the  increased  nautical  efficiency  of  our  ships;  but 
much  would  be  lost  with  respect  to  the  military  portion — we  should  have  the  men,  without  the  seaman's 
or  the  soldier's  profession.  In  the  above  observations,  I  have  referred  to  the  possibility  of  mutiny  in  our 
national  ships-of-war;  that  mutiny  has  occurred  in  our  navy,  there  is  no  doubt.  One  instance  took  place 
on  board  the  Constitution,  in  the  Bay  of  Leghorn,  in  the  year  1807.  The  mutiny  broke  out,  I  think,  in 
July  and  was  near  becoming  serious.  By  the  formidable  appearance  of  a  column  of  marine  bayonets, 
supported  by  nearly  a  hundred  gallant  officers  armed,  it  was  not  only  suppressed,  but  twenty  of  the 
ringleaders  were  secured,  and  sent  home  in  the  ship,  ironed,  for  punishment;  but  the  government  deemed 
it  most  advisable  not  to  punish  them,  as  they  were  right,  and  the  commander  ivas  wrong.  It  appeared  that 
the  period  for  which  the  men  had  engaged,  had  expired.  This  practice  of  keeping  the  ships-of-war 
absent  beyond  the  period  for  which  their  crews  are  engaged,  is  becoming  a  fruitful  source  for  mutiny. 
Commanders,  anxious  to  execute  all  the  objects  of  the  government,  in  sending  them  abroad,  lose  sight 
of  their  obligations  to  obey  the  laiv,  thereby  rendering  themselves  liable  to  encounter  death  at  sea,  in  the 
shape  of  mutiny,  and  civil  prosecutions  on  shore,  for  detaining  their  men  beyond  the  period  for  which 
they  engao-ed.  Their  paramount  duty  is  to  return  to  the  United  States,  and  discharge  their  crews,  after 
they  had  taithfully  performed  their  part  of  the  contract;  that  the  government  should  as  faithfully  perform 
theirs,  by  returning  them  to  their  country  and  homes,  and  not  sufiering  them  to  be  discharged  pennyless 
in  distant  seas,  to  encounter  starvation,  or  to  beg,  or  become  pirates. 

Very  many  persons  are  under  the  impression  that  most  of  the  mutinies  in  the  British  navy  originate 
in  their  practice  of  impressment;  but  I  believe  there  is  scarcely  an  instance  of  the  kind  on  record.  Their 
mutinies  originate  in  oppression,  and  not  in  impressment.  I  also  believe  there  is  no  case  where  the 
marines  as  a  body,  participated  in  the  mutiny  of  the  seamen.  If  we  refer  to  the  very  serious  mutiny  of 
the  channel  fleet  at  the  Nore,  in  1197,  I  think  we  will  find,  (I  speak  from  impressions  on  the  memory 
only)  that  uotliing  was  stated  by  the  mutineers,  as  a  grievance  for  redress  on  the  part  of  the  impressed 
men,  except  that  sentence  of  death  for  desertion,  committed  by  an  impressed  man,  was  urged  on  the 
Kino-  as  too  severe  a  punishment;  and  those  who  volunteered  for  the  service,  and  took  the  bounty, 
insisted  on  being  discharged  every  seven  years.  About  the  same  period,  a  bloody  mutiny  took  place  on 
board  the  British  frigate,  tlie  Ilonnninc,  on  the  West  India  station.  This  mutiny  originated  in  the 
oppression  and  tyranny  of  tlic  ((uuiiiaiuler  on  that  occasion.  All  the  officers  (except  a  master's  mate) 
encountered  death.  Captain  I'i-nt,  llic  commander  of  that  ship,  was  of  such  a  tyi-annical  and  intemperate 
disposition,  as  to  wholly  (li.s(iiialiiy  hiin  for  the  command  of  men.  If  mutinies  have  not  more  frequently 
■  occurred  in  our  ships-of-war,  it  has  been  owing  to  the  mildness  of  our  commanders,  the  good  feelings  of 
the  seamen  towards  their  officers,  and  the  support  afforded  the  latter,  by  a  steady  column  of  bayonets. 
There  are  some  who  will  say,  that  marines  are  useless  except  for  idle  parade.  But  even  form  and  parade 
in  a  military  system  are  perhaps  moi-e  essential,  in  aid  of  the  preservation  of  discipline  amongst  republi- 
can citizens,  than  with  the  subjects  of  a  King. 

The  whole  business  of  life  may  be  considered  a  little  more  than  bent,  so  far  as  the  desire  of  distinc- 
tion goes,  towards  appearances.  Men  are,  at  best,  but  grown-up  children,  "pleased  with  a  rattle,  tickled 
with  a  straw."  Take  from  military  service  its  distinguishing  trappings,  the  possible  "  pomp  and  circum- 
stance of  war,"  the  probable  vote  of  thanks  of  the  national  legislature,  and  what  will  then  be  left  them 
to  aid  their  patriotism,  in  calling  forth  the  whole  energies  of  the  man,  to  support  them  in  the  perils  of 
the  battle  and  the  ocean,  the  deprivations  of  their  homes  and  its  comforts? 

If  we  refer  to  the  past  services  of  the  marine  corps,  they  will  be  found  to  be  among-  the  most  dis- 
tino-uished.  Whether  you  take  them  at  the  charge  of  the  bayonet,  in  unison  with  the  seamen  wielding 
the'^sabre  and  the  pike,  boarding  the  gunboats  off  Tripoli,  in  tlieir  various  actions  on  the  ocean,  or  in 
their  eflbrts  with  the  seanicu  uihI.t  I'.aincy  in  rcsistiii--  the  advanro  df  the  British  columns  to  your  capital, 
you  will  find  they  have  cvci-  siistaincil  a'  lii-li  rrimiatinn  Ibr  discipline,  conduct,  and  courage.  Under 
these  circumstances,  Iain  dcciikMlly  nf  opinnjn,  thai  X\\v  viariiir.<  t-annot  be  beneficially  dispensed  with 
in  our  national  ships-of-war. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  STEWART. 
The  Hon.  John  Branch,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


No.  11. 

Washington,  March  6,  1830. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  request  of  your  circular  of  the  8d  instant,  I  have  to  state,  that  it  is  my 
opinion  that  marines  should  be  employed  in  our  ships-of-war,  and  should  compose  about  a  twelfth  of  the 
crews;  provided  that  they  are  disciplined  at  the  barracks,  and  not  sent  on  board  unacquainted  with  the 
use  of  small  arms,  as  has  been  much  the  practice.  If  they  are  to  be  drilled  on  Ijoard,  as  such  practice 
makes  necessary,  I  should  prefer  substituting  our  ordinary  seamen. 

Seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  and  the  larger  boys,  are  instructed  in  the  use  of  small  arms,  to  the  num- 
ber of  about  one-fourth  of  the  crew,  so  that  our  frigates  have  a  company  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
musket  men,  well  trained  to  load  and  fire,  exclusive  of  the  marines. 
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I  have  DO  experience  respecting  navy  yards;  but  believe  that  our  old  petty  ofEcers  could  be  employed 
to  guard  them  well.     Many  of  those  officers  are  faithful  and  sober  men. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  yours,  JA.  JONES. 

The  Hon.  John  Beanch,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


No.  12. 

Washington,  March  6,  1830. 

Sik:  Your  circular  of  the  third  instant,  enclosing  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  propounding  several 
interrogatories  relative  to  the  marine  corps,  has  been  received,  and,  agreeably  to  your  request,  I  offer 
the  following  opinion: 

That  a  marine  guard  on  board  our  ships-of-war  can  be  usefully  employed,  provided  the  guard  be 
composed  of  young  and  sound  men,  well  drilled  in  all  the  necessary  exercises,  and  placed  under  the  com- 
mand of  an  experienced  officer.  But  without  strict  attention  to  such  regulations,  it  would  be  advanta- 
geous to  the  navy  to  dispense  altogether  with  marines,  and  depend  on  our  ordinary  seamen.  In  some  of 
our  ships-ol-war  it  is  the  practice  to  instruct  all  the  ship's  company  in  the  use  of  small  arms,  in  others, 
only  a  jjorlion  of  them;  but  I  am  of  opinion  that  seamen  can  never  be  made  to  perform  the  duties  now 
assigned  to  marines,  with  the  same  steadiness  and  precision  as  a  well-regulated  and  disciplined  guard. 

"Marines,  when  serving  in  navy  yards,  should  be  subject  to  the  laws  for  the  government  of  the  navy; 
otherwise,  I  would  prefer  watchmen  selected  from  citizens,  or  old  and  trustworthy  petly  officers. 

Finally,  I  aia  of  opinion  that  the  discipline  of  the  navy  would  be  promoted  by  causing  the  marine 
guard,  on  board  of  sloops-of-war,  to  be  commanded  by  non-commissioned  officers.     This  arrangement 
would  give  more  room  in  the  "ward  rooms,"  and,  as  the  guard  on  board  this  class  of  vessels  cannot  give 
employment  to  a  commissioned  officer,  he  might  be  more  advantageously  disposed  of. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J,  ORDE  CREIGHTON. 

To  the  Hon.  John  Branch,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


No.  13. 

Washington,  3Iarch  6,  1830. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  interrogatories,  embraced  in  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  which  you  did  me 
the  honor  to  submit  for  my  opinion,  I  beg  leave  to  state: 

1st.  That  I  conceive  it  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  armed  equipment  of  a  vessel-of-war,  that 
marines  compose  a  part  of  its  mititary  force. 

2d.  I  conceive  that  this  arm  of  the  service  cannot  be  usefully  dispensed  with;  nor  do  I  believe  that 
any  system  of  instruction  will  enable  seamen  to  perform  those  duties  peculiarly  appertaining  to  soldiers, 
and  which,  from  many  causes,  they  are  reluctant  in  the  extreme  to  perform.  In  battle,  their  services 
are  required  in  the  management  of  the  ship  and  the  guns,  and  cannot  be  usefully  applied  to  any  other 
department. 

3d.  It  is  true  that  seamen  in  our  vcssols-of-war  are  under  a  certain  degree  of  instruction  in  the  use 
of  small  arms;  they  are,  howrvcr,  iiiipiiticiit  under  this  instruction,  and  I  have  hardly  ever  known  them 
to  attain  a  tolerable  degree  "I  skill  in  llicir  use.  I  do  not  conceive  that  the  importance  of  marines  in 
ships-of-war  is  confined  to  tins  purticniar  part  of  their  duty.  They  are  the  great  and  efficient  organs  of 
the  police  of  those  vessels;  their  interests  are  distinct  from  those  of  the  seamen;  nor  have  they  any 
inducements  to  make  common  cause  with  them.  Hence,  in  cases  of  mutiny,  shipwreck,  &c.,  they  are  the 
chief  reliance  of  the  officers — and  I  believe  there  is  but  one  instance  on  record,  (the  mutiny  at  the  Nore, 
which  was  properly  more  of  a  revolution  than  a  mutiny,)  in  which  they  have  not,  under  such  circumstan- 
ces, rallied  around  the  officers,  and  been  the  efficient  means  of  restoring  and  preserving  good  order  and 
discipline. 

4th.  I  do  not  think  that  petty  officers,  who,  from  age  and  slight  disabilities,  are  rendered  unfit  for 
active  duties  of  their  calling  on  ship-board,  can  be  usefully  or  safely  employed  as  guards  "  at  the  navy 
stations."  These  duties  are  only  proper  for  the  young  and  robust.  Another  objection  to  their  being 
employed  arises,  in  my  mind,  from  a  long  and  close  observation  of  their  habits  and  characteristics,  which 
are  so  peculiar  as  to  impress  me  with  the  conviction  that  in  no  case  are  they  calculated  to  act  as  senti- 
nels, and  to  perform,  (to  them,)  the  obnoxious  duties  of  a  soldier.  Old  seamen,  who  are  unfit  for  the 
active  discharge  of  the  duties  required  of  a  man-of-war's-man,  I  think  may  be  usefully  employed  on  board 
of  receiving  vessels,  and  in  navy  yards. 

In  submitting  these  opinions,  I  must  nevertheless  say,  that  the  efficiency  of  this  force  will  be  always 
in  a  measure  impaired,  and  the  harmony  of  the  service  jeopardized,  if  it  is  not  solely,  and  at  all  times, 
under  the  government  of  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  navy. 

With  high  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

'  EDM.  P.  KENNEDY. 

The  Hon.  John  Branch,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Washington,  3Iarch  1,  1830. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  circular  of  the  third  instant,  enclosing  a 
resolution  of  the  honorable  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  calling   for  information  relative  to  the  expe- 
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diency  of  employing  marines  on  board  of  our  vessels-of-war.  In  reply  to  which,  I  respectfully  offer  it  as 
my  opinion,  that  marines  should  compose  a  part  of  the  force  of  a  ship-ofwar;  that  marines,  under  naval 
laws,  could  be  made  not  only  useful  as  a  military  body,  but,  by  the  adoption  of  the  following  plan,  be 
made  a  school  for  seamen. 

Marines  not  to  be  enlisted  over  the  age  of  twenty-five,  nor  retained  in  service  as  marines  beyond  a 
stated  period:  after  being  well  drilled  at  a  school  of  practice,  both  as  artillerists  and  infantry,  to  be  sent 
on  board  ship,  and  at  sea  liable  to  do  such  duties  aloft,  or  elsewhere,  as  the  service  may  require  to  make 
them  efBcient,  whilst  under  enlistment,  and  fit  to  be  received  as  ordinary  seamen,  when  discharged.  Ex- 
perience has  taught  me  that  the  sailor  will  not  be  efficient  to  the  duties  which  have  been  required,  or  may  be 
done  by  marines,  without  their  nautical  character  being  in  some  measure  impaired  by  attention  to  military 
duty;  and  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  sea  officer  to  drill  them  efficiently  to  such  duties.  Should  he 
be  successful,  it  would  be  but  a  bad  substitute  for  marines,  as  they  come  to  us  prepared  for  military  ser- 
vice, and  not  only  to  do  the  duty  of  soldiers,  but  of  ordinary  seamen.  It  is  usual  to  instruct  a  part  of 
the  seamen  in  the  use  of  the  musket;  all  their  habits  are  adverse  to  attaining  any  of  the  acquirements  of 
the  soldier. 

For  the  reasons  above  mentioned,  I  am  persuaded  that  marines  cannot  be  dispensed  with.  I  will 
even  for  a  moment  suppoM'  that  si'imien  maybe  made  competent  to  do  the  ordinary  duties  required  of 
marines  on  board  ship;  v^t  il  iimst  ln'  admitted  that,  for  any  purpose  of  attack,  a  body  of  soldiers  would 
be  necessary  to  make  tlic  r<\i;iihir  approaches  to  storm  a  fortress,  or  counteract  the  movements  of  an 
enemy  in  the  field;  however  brave  the  sailor  may  be,  he  cannot  acquire  that  military  knowledge  under 
the  instruction  of  the  sea  officer,  on  board  ship,  which  would  prepare  him  for  such  duties. 

I  am  also  of  opinion,  that  marines,  governed  by  naval  laws,  are  preferable  at  navy  yards,  to  aged  or 
disabled  petty  officers  and  seamen 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect, 

J.  J.  NICHOLSON,  Captain  U.  S.  Navy. 

The  Hon.  John  Branch,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  City. 


Washington,  llarch  5,  1830. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication  dated  the  3d  instant, 
enclosing  me  a  copy  of  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  requesting  that,  in  con- 
formity therewith,  I  will  furnish  you  with  my  opinion  upon  the  different  points  embraced  by  it. 

I  perceive  that  the  above  resolution  embraces  four  distinct  inquiries;  taking  them  in  the  order 
in  which  they  stand,  I  shall  proceed  to  give  you  my  opinion  on  each. 

1.  I  do  conceive  it  necessary  to  the  armed  equipment  of  a  vessel-of-war,  that  marines  should  compose 
a  part  of  its  military  force. 

•  2.  Marines  cannot  be  usefully  dispensed  with;  but,  on  the  contrary,  are  absolutely  necessary.  Nor 
can  seamen,  no  matter  how  well  instructed  in  the  use  of  small  arms,  be  made  to  perform  the  duties  of 
marines,  either  in  battle  or  otherwise. 

8.  Seamen  are  now  instructed  in  the  use  of  small  arms;  but  every  officer  in  the  navy  knows  with 
what  reluctance  they  perform  that  part  of  their  duty.  It  is  my  opinion  that  marines  cannot  be  beneficially 
dispensed  with  on  board  vessels-of-war;  but  while  serving  there,  or  in  navy  yards,  the  law  should  be  so 
amended  as  to  place  them  under  the  rules  and  articles  for  the  better  government  of  the  navy  of  the 
United  States. 

4.  I  am  of  opinion,  that  marines  are  the  best  safeguard  for  the  public  property  at  navy  yards. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  J.  HOFFMAN. 

Tlie  Hon.  John  Branch,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


No.  16. 
Near  Prospect  Hill,  Fairfax  County,  Va.,  March  5,  1830. 

Sir:  Your  circular,  dated  the  3d  instant,  covering  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
has  just  come  to  hand,  and  I  hasten  to  communicate  my  imperfect  views  of  the  subject  referred.  To  the 
first  interrogatory,  "Whether  it  is  necessaiy  to  the  armed  equipment  of  a  vessel-of-war,  that  marines 
should  compose  a  part  of  its  military  force?"  I  answer  unequivocally,  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  indis- 
pensably necessary.  To  the  second  inquiry,  "  Whether  marines  may  not  usefully  be  dispensed  with,  and  a 
portion  of  the  seamen  bo  instructed  in  the  use  of  small  arms,  and  perform  all  the  duties  which  can  be 
required  of  marims.  citlici  in  battle  or  in  ordinary  service?"  I  answer,  marines  cannot  be  safely  dis- 
pensed with:  and  that  a  i"irtion  of  every  ship's  company  in  the  navy  is  now  trained  to  the  use  of  small 
arms.  Tlicy  are  made  expert  marksmen,  hut  the  natural  aversion  of  sailors  to  the  duties  of  a  soldier  forbids 
the  hope  of  ever  rendering  them  useful  substitutes  for  ivell  regulated  marines.  The  third  question  answered, 
in  part,  by  answer  to  the  second.  To  the  fourth  interrogatory,  ' '  Whether  petty  officers  and  seamen  who  have 
been  in  service,  but,  from  age  or  slight  disabilities,  are  rendered  unfit  for  the  active  duties  of  their  calling 
on  ship-board,  can  be  usefully  and  safely  employed  as  guards  at  the  navy  stations,  in  lieu  of  the  marines 
now  assigned  to  that  duty?"  I  answer,  they  cannot;  and  the  reasons  are  obvious.  If  guards  are  at  all 
necessary  in  navy  yards,  and  their  utility  cannot  be  denied,  they  should  be  composed  of  young,  active 
men,  free  from  physical  imperfections  of  every  kind,  and  capable  of  enduring  the  greatest  fatigue  and 
exposure:  temperance,  too,  is  most  essential,  whether  in  the  sentinel  on  post  or  the  watchman  in  his 
midnight  rounds;  these  qualifications  cannot  exist  in  the  weather-beaten  sailor,  nor  in  the  impotent  from 
any  other  cause. 

In  expressing  the  foregoing  opinions,  it  may  be  expected  that  I  should  assign  some  reasons  in 
support  of  my  views.     Without  entering  into  a  prolix  discussion  of.  the  subject,  I  will  simply  state  what 
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I  believe  will  be  admitted  on  all  hands,  viz:  that  some  sort  of  a  militarv  cniard  is  useful  on  board  all 
ships-of-war;  the  great  dilfcTcnro  of  ,.|iiiiin;i  anii.n,^-  mir  naval  offi,-,'i-s  si.'iiis 'nn't  tu  lie  \v1i,.i!iit  a  --imrd  is 
or  is  not,  necessary  on  buard  ships-. .f-war,  but  i.f  \v\\:>.l  eharai-tcr  lliat  '^-iiard  shall  iiarl.-ikc  wlu'l'lii-r  mirelv 
military,  or  of  a  mi.xi'd  nature.  Murh  mi-ht  be  said,  ]in.  ami  ,-imi..  u'pui,  this  sulijoM  bu;  i  will  eonteut 
my.self  with  facts  as  th.'V  exist;  and  if  we  nrur  t-.  llir  history  i,i-  tho  IJritish  nation  who.se  success  in 
naval  supremacy  is  eeriaiidv  wo,,liv  of  imiiaiion  in  many  respects,  we  shall  find  that  the  royal  marines 
of  Great  Britain  have  lom,,  d  a  \  aliiaM,.  mfurant  of  the  English  navy  ever  since  the  year  1684;  and  I 
am  not  aware  that,  atur  mai-  two  .raturi.s'  .xiMaaence,  the  British  government,  or  the  officers  of  her 
navy,  have  evinced  any  d.  .|,osn -.oi,  ,  nl,:-,-  to  ab,,lisli  or  make  any  chansv  in  tl,..  eJKuart.T  and  employment 
oi  that  ancirut  and  n^.h.!  ,or|,s.  ]  an,  awan.  howevor,  that  it  has  boon  said  that  tin-  same  causes  do 
not  exist  tor  a  natnno  oorp.  n.  In,-  An.orn-an  tliat  aro  to  Iw  famd  in  tho  Hnlish  navy.  I  an,  free  to  admit 
that  the  servioos  d,l,or  ,n  n, any  n  sports  and  rs,,ooially  in  the  n,odo  of  manning  their  .ships  in  time  of 
war;  1  have  heard  it  said,  to,,,  l,y  ,s,,nio  wli,,  a,lv,>rato  tho  ab.,liti,.ii  ot  our  marine  corps,  that,  were  it  not 
for  the  value  ot  inann.s  m  luyv.'ntin.;-  and  snppr,  >sin-  mutiny  ani.mg  men  dragged  by  press-gangs  into 
her  service.  En-land  w,.uM  disr,,niinu,.  tlio  nso  .,f  marines  ,,n  hoard  her  ships. 

It  is  now,  1  boliovo,  al„.ut  f  ,nrtoon  y.Mi-s  sinco  England  laid  aside  that  ohiin.ri,„i.<  jirarHcp  of  impress- 
ment to  man  her  navy;  sininltan,  ous  with  that  act,  she  increased,  or  rather  ,l,,,ih/r,/  fl,.'  number  of 
marine!<  on  bnnnl  iin-  '•/■///,.■/,,,/  shipsl  thoroby  lonidng  an  extensive  nursery,  if  not  lor  the  formation  of 
able  seamen,  at  loast  t,,  train  up  valuable  marine  gunners  and  ordinary  seamen  for  future  exio-encies. 
Although  the  Anierii-aii  navy  does  not  at  this  time  stand  in  need  of  mai-ines  to  guard  against  or  suippress 
mutiny  on  boan!  our  shi|is.  it  may  not  always  be  the  case,  should  we  ever  have  to  resort  to  means  other 
than  i-ohndanj  r,i/i.<li,h  ,if.<  to  man  our  navy;  nor  ought  it  to  be  inferred,  because  our  marines  have 
not  been  called  up, mi  to  coerce  oix-dionce  in  the  seamen,  tlnit,  in  tlio  absence  ,,f  marines,  some  act  of 
serious  insubonlinati,,n  mi-ht  ict  have  occurred;  the  bare  p,  ,ssibility  ,;f  su,-h  an  event  is' sufficient  to 
justify  the  employment  <,f  i.reveutive  means.  There  are  ,,th<T  and  hi-hlv  important  duties  on  board 
ship,  purely  md.tary.  whi,-h  can  only  be  safely  conlided  to  tlie  care  of  a  soldier,  who  has  been  nurtured  in 
the  schotd  of  strict  military  discipline,  such  as  the  high  trust  committed  to  the  experienced  sentinel  at 
the  passage  leading  to  tlu'  s/ore  rooms  and  powder  magazines,  when  a  slight  omission  or  act  of  negligence 
might  cause  instantaneous  destruction  to  the  ship  and  all  on  board. 

If,  then,  we  admit  th,'  usefulness  or  necessity  of  a  </>'finI  of  any  l-in<J  on  hoard  ships  of  imr,  it  can 
hardly  be  denie.l  that  that  system  which  is  best  defined  and  m,.st  uni,pi,.  in  its  organization,  will  produce 
the  most  perfect  aid  cat  a  in  result  in  practice,  and  ou-hi  t,,  b,.  preleriv,l;  hence  the  absurdity  of  the  idea 
of  forming  a  part  ,,f  ih,'  -ea  officers  and  sailors  into  a  smu-m  Hilary  ,/iiard,  a^  a  substitute  for  marines!  They 
would  be  neither  sailois  m.r  soldiers;  they  would  have  no  fixed  or  certain  character;  a  mere  shadow  with- 
out siibstamv,  a  IhmIv  witliout  ahead;  no  rallying  point,  no  esjjrit  du  corps,  so  necessary  to  stimulate  the 
soldier  t,-  a  zealous  discharge  of  the  important  duties  assigned  him;  and  both  officers  and  sailors,  thus 
metamorphosed,  would  feel  tliemsidves  disgraced  in  their  borrowed' character,  and  enter  most  reluctantly 
upon  any  of  the  duties  now  e:rrh,.<,rrh/  p,  i  formed  by  marines.  But  it  is  not  alone  to  the  military  duty  of 
marines  on  board  ships  of  war  tiiat  theii-  usefulness  is  confined;  for  in  battle  they  are  as  expert  in  work- 
ing the  great  guns  as  most  seamen,  and  maybe  made  equally  so;  in  repelling  boarders  and  securing 
prisoners,  &c..  they  aiv  particularly  useful;  and  as  after  guard,  to  i.eiform  certain  pulling  and  hauling  (at 
all  times  ie,|uire,l  a1  s,-a  ;  wlinh  must  be  performed  by  some  part  of  the  i-rew,  the  marines  are  more  effi- 
cient than  (/Wc  srunirii.  becaus,.  they  are  generally  men  in  the  prinu,'  of  lite,  (and  may  always  be  such) 
possessing  a  greater  degree  of  physical  strength  than  can  be  found  in  the  same  number  of  what  are  called 
able  seamen. 

The  foregoing  comprise  some  of  the  important  duties  performed  by  marines  afloat;  but  there  is  yet 
another  source  of  usefulness  to  which  they  may  advantageously  be  turned,  viz:  the  conversion  of  a  well- 
organized  marine  corps,  or  rather  a  corps  of  marine  artillery,  into  a  fruitful  nursery  for  training  up  men 
for  the  navy;  this  great  object  can  only  be  eifected  by  a  total  change  in  the  organization  of  that  corps. 
It  should  be  lopped  off  entirely  from  the  army,  (though  tlie  officers  should  be  put  upon  a  footing  equal  at 
least  to  thos,-  of  the  best  regiment  in  the  service,)  an<l  made  an  integrant  of  the  navy:  the  non-commis- 
sioned olli,-er-^  and  j-rivatcs  should  be  all  native  born  citi/.mis  of  the  bnited  .States,  recruited  in  the  inland 
towns,  \,'.,  and  .nlisted  as  they  now  are  f,,r  the  term  of  live  years;  the  first  year,  recruits  should  be 
instructed  in  their  duty  a.s  soldier.s  and  artillerists  on  slmre;  the  seond  und  third  years,  they  might  be  at 
sea,  but  on  their  return  to  the  United  States,  they  should  b.-  jicriinffcd  to  enter  oii  board  the  ships  of  the 
navy  as  ordinary  seamen,  or  in  any  other  capacity  bn-  which  they  might  be  found  best  qualified;  and, 
whenever  a  marine  is  thus  transferred  to  the  navy  roll,  his  place  in  the  corps  is  to  be  immediately  supplied 
by  a  new  recruit  from  the  country. 

In  furtherance  of  this  auxiliary  for  manning  the  navy,  the  proportion  of  marines  should  be  increased 
on  board  the  large  ships.  Those  of  the  li7ie  ought  to  have  at  least  one  hundred  and  twenty  rank  and  file, 
and  the  frigates  not  less  than  seventy-five.   The  effects  of  this  plan  would  be,  after  two  or  three  years,  to 

add  annually  thn r  tour  hundred  (or  about  two-fifths  of  the  ivhole  corps)  to  the  list  of  ordinary  seamen, 

and  mei'hanics  (or  ih"  navy,  all  able  bodied  young  men,  comprising  the  very  best  materials  of  the  country; 
nor  would  the  b,iM  lits  of  this  sj'Stem  stop  here,  for  the  return  of  these  newly  instructed  marines  to  their 
homes  and  fricmls  would  be  the  means  of  diffusing  correct  knowledge  with  regard  to  the  character  and 
nature  of  the  public  service,  thereby  dissipating  the  jarejudices  which  at  present  prevail  with  the  country 
people  in  relation  to  the  army  and  navy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  APCATESBY  JONES,  CajMin  United  States  Navy. 
To  the  Hon.  Johx  Br.ixgh,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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SURVEY  OF  THE  DRY  TORTUGAS  ISLAND,  IN  FLORIDA,  FOR  A  NAVAL  RENDEZVOUS 
AND  DEPOT. 

communicated  to  the  hottse  of  represent.\tives  march  29,   1830. 

March  21,  1830. 
lo  the  House  of  Bepresentatives: 

Gentlemen:  I  transmit,  for  the  consideration  of  Congress,  a  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
accompanying  the  report  of  Lieutenants  Tattnall  and  Gedney,  who  were  detailed  to  make  a  survey  of  the 
Dry  Tortugas,  and  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  importance  of  this  position  to  the  United  States, 
as  a  naval  station.  1  also  respectfully  recommend  that  the  appropriations  necessary  to  make  a  scientific 
examination  of  its  capacities  for  its  defence  may  be  granted. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 


Navy  Department,  3Iarch  25,  1830. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  report  of  Lieutenants  Tattnall  and  Gedney,  who 
were  selected  to  make  a  survey  of  the  Dry  Tortugas,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  its  fitness  for  a  naval 
rendezvous  and  depot,  for  the  use  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States. 

The  result  of  their  survey  fully  confirms  the  favorable  anticipations  formed  from  the  general  examina- 
tion made  by  Conmiodore  Rodgers,  during  the  early  part  of  the  summer  of  1829. 

To  the  report  itself,  you  are  referred  for  many  of  the  advantages  which  it  combines  and  offers  for 
such  a  station. 

It  is  still,  however,  to  be  determined,  whether  this  harbor  is  susceptible  of  such  perfect  defence  as 
would  justify  its  being  selected  as  a  site  for  the  important  purposes  to  which  it  has  been  proposed  to  be 
applied.  As  yet,  no  regular  examination  has  been  made  by  engineers,  competent  to  decide  the  question 
of  its  defensibility.  The  officers  who  have  made  the  survey,  have  expressed  the  opinion  that  a  portion 
of  it  is  entirely  defensible.  It  is  very  important  that  this  point  be  subjected  to  such  investigation  as 
will  leave  no  doubt  of  the  fact;  and  it  is  respectfully  proposed  that  an  appropriation  be  asked  for,  to 
enable  the  Executive  to  have  the  necessary  scientific  examination  made,  under  the  superintendence  of  the 
proper  department. 

It  would  be  difBcult  to  estimate  the  value  of  such  a  position  for  a  naval  rendezvous  and  depot,  sup- 
posing it  can  be  rendered  entirely  secure  against  the  attacks  of  a  superior  maritime  foe;  perhaps  no 
situation  on  all  our  southern  coasts  promises  to  afford  the  same  important  advantages. 

It  might  be  expected  to  give  safe  protection  to  the  great  and  growing  commercial  interests  of  the 
States  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  and  contiguous  thereto. 

In  time  of  war  it  would  afford  a  place  of  security  to  the  merchantmen  of  all  the  States  to  retire  to, 
from  the  pursuit  of  an  enemy,  and  at  all  times  a  place  of  refuge  and  relief  to  vessels  in  distress,  and  until 
they  could  be  refitted  for  sea. 

The  cruising  on  the  West  India  station  would  cease  to  have  the  terrors  attached  to  it,  which  have 
heretofore  been  presented  to  the  officers  and  seamen  of  the  navy.  Instead  of  encountering  the  pestilen- 
tial atmosphere  of  the  usual  places  of  resort  in  those  seas,  after  the  usual  short  tours  of  service,  they 
would  find  a  healthy  and  refreshing  retreat  in  the  tranquil  basins  of  these  harbors,  and  the  invalid  might 
hope  for  a  speedy  restoration  from  the  diseases  incident  to  that  climate. 

Lying,  as  these  islands  do,  directly  in  the  track  of  vessels  passing  and  repassing  to  so  many  points 
in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  in  doing  which,  they  must  be  placed  within  the  reach  of  the  naval  power  of  the 
United  States,  stationed  at  this  rendezvous,  it  would  give  an  influence  which  must  be  felt  by  all  nations 
trading  in  those  seas,  and  add  to  the  inducements  to  preserve  towards  the  United  States  the  most 
amicable  and  peaceful  relations. 

The  position  of  the  Tortugas,  from  their  proximity  to  the  harbors  from  whence  have  issued  the 
swarms  of  unprincipled  depredators  on  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  which  has  resulted  in 
such  a  loss  of  property  and  life,  is  peculiarly  advantageous  and  commanding.  Such  are  the  facilities  of 
egress  from  these  harbors,  that  ships-of-war  anchored  there,  could  at  any  moment,  and  with  any  wind, 
immediately  slip  from  their  moorings,  and  sail  in  pursuit  of  vessels  suspected  of  being  engaged  in  unlaw- 
ful enterprises. 

The  presumption  is,  that  its  occupation  by  the  United  States  would  completely  suppress  piracy  from 
those  ports  in  the  Island  of  Cuba  which  have  been  heretofore  so  favorable  for  these  purposes. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BRANCH. 

The  President  of  the  United  States. 


United  States  Sloop  Florida,  February  28,  1830. 
Sir:  The  duties  assigned  Lieutenant  Gedney  and  myself,  in  your  orders  of  the  24th  of  August  last, 
having  been  completed,  we  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you  a  correct  survey  of  the  keys  and  harbors  of 
the  Dry  Tortugas,  accompanied  by  the  following  remarks  on  the  most  important  points  to  which  our 
attention  was  directed  by  your  instructions. 

The  harbors. 
The  large  or  outer  harbor  is  in  the  centre  of  the  whole  group  of  keys  and  reefs.     Its  extent  is  a  mile 
and  thi'ee-quarters  by  a  nnle  and  a  half,  and  its  depth  generally  eight  fathoms.     The  anchorage  is   clear 
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of  rock,  and  the  hoMiiio-  g-round  of  tlie  first  quality.  It  has  tlircc  entrances  from  sea,  with  water 
sufficient  for  the  hiru-est  ships  from  the  S.  Iv,  S.  AV.,  and  ii.nlh.  The  two  idiincr  iiie  safe  '  and  <>asy  of 
access.  That  from  the  ii'tIIi  is  dillicult,  Immiil;- niin'li  inti'i-.-ci-icd  hy  sli.ials,  ;iiid  should  never  lie  atlempted 
by  large  ships  but  in  ea<es  of  eniei--eney.  li  \\-(inld,  hnweNei-,  in'  ,,|'  -Teni  ini|i(,ii:ini'e  in  time  nf  war. 
We  experienced,  whilst  at  the  '{'erlu-as,  several  very  heavy  uules  1 1  em  \  aliens  (|na!leis,  and  never 
found  sea  enough  in  the  harber  to  rendm-  it  an  unsale  aiieh.n  a- !■.  Our  ewu  e|iinieii  is  eeulii'iueil  iiy  that 
of  the  fishermen  who  have  frequented  it  for  many  years.  We  have  no  hesiiulien,  tlH'refni-e  in  recom- 
mending it  as  a  safe  and  commeili,, us  man-wf'-war  harhor.  TIh'  small  harlior  eensists  ef  twe'luisins  the 
longest  of  which  is  twelve  hundred  yards  l.y  seven  hundred  and  seventy,  and  the  smallest  six  hundred 
yards  by  four  hundred.  The  depth  el'  thi'  lurn.ri-  is  from  twenty-eight  to  forty  feet,  and  of  the  latter 
from  sixteen  to  twentj^-four.  The  liettem  is  clear  of  rock,  and  the  holding  ground  excellent.  The 
entrances  are  from  the  outer  harlier.  hy  <iian!iels  of  thirty-five  feet  into  the  large,  and  twenty-three  feet 
into  the  small  basin.  The  two  hasins  :>[■<■  ennnei-ted  by  a  channel  of  twenty-three  feet,  so  that  vessels 
may  haul  from  one  into  the  othei-  without  |iassing  into  the  outer  harbor,  this  harbor  is  so  completely 
walled  in  by  the  keys  and  flats,  that  the  water,  in  the  heaviest  gales,  is  perfectly  smooth,  vessels  liavino- 
nothing  to  contend  with  but  the  mere  force  of  the  wind.     In  the  last  hurricane  whieh  was   experienced 

at  the  Tortugas,  two  fishing  smacks  were  at  anchor  in  the  small  basin,  one  of  which   ro,l n,  the  other 

drove  on  shore,  and  when  the  gale  abated  was  got  ofiT  without  injury.  This  informat  ion  was  received 
from  a  fisherman  who  was  on  board  the  smack  which  rode  out  the  gale,  and  who  states  that,  aUliuugh  it 
was  of  almost  Tinprecedented  violence,  there  was  not  sea  enough  to  cause  the  vessel  to  pitch.  This 
harbor  is  in  fact  a  natural  dock;  as  easy  of  access,  and  as  safe  when  in,  as  can  be  desired.  It  is  small; 
but  if  vessels  should  moor,  as  is  usual  in  docks,  so  as  to  occupy  as  little  space  as  possible,  it  would 
accommodate  the  greater  part  of  our  navy. 

The  heallh  of  the  keys. 

We  arrived  at  the  Tortugas  on  the  third  of  October,  previous  to  which  our  men  had  been  considerably 
exposed,  and  several  were  invalids.  We  were  immediately  occupied  at  work  on  the  flats,  standing  in  the 
water  during  the  heat  of  tlie  sun,  and  in  cutting  extensive  paths  through  the  keys.  An  officer  and 
several  men  were  in  consequence  attacked  with  the  intermittent  fever,  but  so  slightly  that  they  were 
readily  cured,  without  the  aid  of  a  physician.  Dn  recovering  they  had  not,  in  a  single  instance,  the 
sallow  appearance  generally  following  southern  Inlions  levers,  hut  almost  immediately  recovered  their 
usual  appearance  and  strength.  A  second  exposun'  invariahly  brought  on  a  relapse,  but  even  then  the 
disease  was  so  ndld  as  to  be  checked  without  difficulty.  We  have  not,  during  the  whole  cruise,  lost  a 
man,  nor  is  there  a  person  sick  on  board  the  vessel.  The  family  of  the  keeper  of  the  light  house, 
consisting  of  five,  (all  northern  constitutions,)  have  enjoyed  uninterrupted  health,  and  we  were  assured 
by  the  fishermen  that  they  had  never  known  or  heard  that  the  keys  were  otherwise  than  healthy;  and,  to 
use  their  own  words,  "  that  they  never  consider  it  necessary,  when  there,  to  be  particularly  careful  of 
their  health." 

There  is,  indeed,  nothing  to  cause  disease;  no  ponds,  no  deposit  of  sea  muds,  as  at  Key  West.  They 
are  as  healthy  as  the  deck  of  a  ship  in  the  same  latitude.  The  health  of  this  year  may  be  considered  as 
a  fair  criterion  by  which  to  judge  it  generally,  for  the  neighboring  parts  of  the  Florida  reef  have  been 
more  unhealthy  than  irsual.  At  Key  West  the  mortality  has  been  so  great  that  sixty-five  of  the  inhabi- 
tants died  out  of  one  hundred  and  fifty,  and  of  the  whole  population  very  few  escaped  sickness  entirely. 

Susceptibility  of  defence. 

On  this  point  we  can  merely  venture  an  opinion,  as  our  profession  docs  not  lead  us  to  any  accurate 
knowledge  of  the  subject.  As  a  mere  matter  of  opinion,  however,  we  would  say  that  the  outer  harbor 
could  not  be  so  defended  as  to  prevent  the  entrance  of^  an  enemy,  although  the  forts  for  the  protection  of 
the  basin  would  prevent  its  occupation.  There  can  be  no  difficulty,  we  think,  in  fortifying  the  basins,  so 
as  to  render  them  perfectly  secure.  Should  the  Iseys  not  furnish  sufficient  space,  the  flats  would  afford  as 
much  as  could  be  recjuii-e'l.  They  are  dry  in  some  places,  and  have  generally  from  two  to  three  feet 
water  on  them.  They  are  well  located  for  this  purpose,  do  not  shift,  and  appear  to  be  suitable  foundations 
for  the  heaviest  works.  We  idei-  vou,  sir,  to  the  journal  of  the  survey  accompanying  the  i-eport,  for  our 
further  views  in  relation  to  this  subject. 

The  opinion  that  some  ha\e  entertained,  that  the  keys  are  overflown  in  heavy  gales,  is  certainly 
erroneuus.  'i'liis  did  not  occur  in  the  liurrieane  alluded  to.  Tlieir  location  is  very  different;  from  that  of 
Sullivan's  Island,  and  other  islands  on  our  coast,  which  have  been  subjected  to  this  inconvenience. 
They  have  no  main  land  near  theiu  to  back"  the  ^\■ater,  which,  meeting  with  no  obstacles,  flows  freely 
through  them.  The  highest  ot  the  keys  which  would  be  Ibrtilii-d  is  from  three  feet  nine  inches  to  four 
feet  one  inch  above  the  level  of  the  highest  tides  which  we  experienced  in  four  months. 

Tlie  facility  of  supplying  the  place  in  the  event  of  war. 

By  a  reference  to  the  chart,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  keys  and  reefs  occupy  a  circumference  of  thirty 
miles;  that  the  three  channel  ways  from  the  sea  for  large  ships,  are  all  in  opposite  directions,  and  that 
there  are  numerous  passages  through  the  reefs  by  which  vessels  of  a  light  draught  of  water  might  enter 
the  harbor.  To  these  advantages  maybe  added  the  excellent  navigation  for  small  vessels  throughout 
the  whole  Florida  reef;  that  they  lould  be  juote.'ted  by  convoys  to  within  seventy  miles  of  the  Tortugas, 
and  the  vicinity  of  the  gulf  strei'un  to  the  latter,  which  would  subject  blockading  vessels  to  be  frequently 
drifted  from  their  stations.  It  would  appear,  therefore,  that,  if  the  station  could  be  effectually  blockaded 
at  all,  it  would  require  a  much  larger  force  than  any  power  could  devote  to  that  single  object. 

The  impiortance  of  the  p)Osition. 

We  can  furnish  but  little  information  on  this  subject,  which  the  Department  does  not  already  possess. 
Its  importance  as  the  doubling  point  of  our  commerce,  to  and  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that,  in  a  little  more  than'three  months,  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  vessels,  principally  square  rigged, 
passed  in  sight  during  the  day,  and  it  is  presumable  that  an  equal  number  may  have  passed  at  night.     In 
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this  number,  the  smacks  and  other  vessels  frequenting  the  Tortugas  are  not  included;  we  would,  however, 
.sug-g-cst  one  jioint  of  view,  in  wliich  its  occupation  may  prove  of  great  imixirtance.  Tlie  vicinity  of  St. 
Do'iaingo  ti.  CiiKn,  :nid  the  n:itiiiv  nf  tl!(>  pupiiiation  of  the  two  islands.  i-cikKt  it  \<y  m.  iiicnns  iini.rohable 
that,  at  a  liil  iiic  dav,  tlicir  pulilical  i-dnditimi  may  be  the  same.  In  this  event,  the  |irnxi)iiil  v  of  t'liha  to 
Florida,  which  iniis'i  ahvavs  he  I  he  weakesi  |M,iti(m  of  the  southern  cnunliv,  m.iv  l.e  ;,l(ende'd  with  iiunii- 
nent  dan-er.  particiihiily  shniild  w  he  en-a-vd  in  a  war  with  a  naval  pewer  .lispused  t..  encourage  a 
descent  on  the  coust.  A  lorl  ress  at  the  Tort  iigas,  looking  din'clly  inlo  the  port  of  Havana,  in  conjunction 
Avith  a  naval  toi-ce,  w.mld  he  a  stron--,  if  no)  an  elVectiial  clieek  on  siieh  a  disposition,  and  give  us,  at  all 
times,  the  c.mtrol  of  the  island.  Tlie  priiieipal  .lis  dvanlage  undT  whieh  the  position  would  labor,  is 
the  want  of  fuel;  that  of  water  could  be  remedial  hy  tanks,  a\i(l,  in  this  respect,  it  would  he  in  no  Avor.se 
condition  than  Gibraltar  and  some  other  important  lortressi's.  Tlie  fiats  woidd  alloid,  fir  this  purpose, 
as  much  surface  as  could  be  required.  Fuel  might  he  supplied  IVom  the  continent  or  neighboring  keys 
on  the  reef  The  want  of  fuel,  however,  does  not  appear  to  be  a  sufficient  ground  for  not  occupying  the 
position,  lor  if  it  can  be  supplied  at  all,  it  can  as  easil_y  be  supplied  with  one  article  as  another.  Owing 
to  the  mildness  of  the  climate,  the  expenditure  of  fuel  w(ndd  be  less  than  on  the  continent;  it  would  be 
required  only  for  cooking. 

On  all  minor  points,  sir,  connected  with  the  subject,  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  journal. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect  and  ccnisideration,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  JOSIAH  TATTNALL. 

The  Hon.  John  Braxch,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  PROCEEDINGS  OF  A  COURT-MARTIAL  ON  THE  CONDUCT  OF  A 
PURSER  IN  THE  NAVY,  HAVING  IN  VIEW  A  CHANGE  IN  THE  MODE  OF  COMPEN- 
SATION. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  SEN-VTE  APRIL  5,  1830. 

Navy  Department,  April  5,  1830. 
Sir:  As  the  subject  of  an  alteration  in  the  mode  of  compensating  pursers  of  the  navy  is  now  under 
consideration  by  Congress,  I  take  the  liberty  of  presenting  the  enclosed  extracts  from  the  trial  of  William 
P.  Zantzinger,  late  a  purser  in  the  navy. 

The  extracts  show  the  charges  and  specifications  of  which  Purser  Zantzinger  was  found  guilty,  and 
f(n-  which  the  court-martial  sentenced  him  to  be  cashiered. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c.,  JNO.  BRANCH. 

Honorable  Robert  Y.  Hayne,  Chairman  Committee  Naval  Affairs,  Senate  United  Slates. 


Extracts  from  the  charges  and  specif  cations  preferred  against  Purser  William  P.  Zantzinger,  hy  Master 
Commandant  Claxton,  containing  those  of  which  he  ivas  found  guilty,  together  with  the  finding  and 
sentence  of  the  court. 

charge    first SCANDALOUS    CONDUCT. 

Specification  first.  In  this,  that  the  said  William  P.  Zantzinger  has,  in  various  instances,  illegally 
overcharged  the  ofBcers  and  crew  of  the  United  States  ship  Natchez,  whereof  he  is  purser,  by  charging 
extraordinary  and  unwarranted  prices  on  articles  vended  to  them  in  his  department. 

Specification  .second.  In  this,  that  the  said  William  P.  Zantzinger,  purser,  has  corruptly  and  fraudu- 
lently made  false  and  nnfoniided  charges  against  tlie  ofTicers  and  crew  aforesaid. 

Faii  ('/'third  sjirri/irii/i,,ii.  In  this,  that  the  said  William  P.  Zantzinger,  purser,  did  pi'ocure  and  bring 
on  board  of  the  said  sliip  Natchez,  then  lying  in  the  harbor  of  New  Yoi'k,  a  large  stock -of  expensive 
wines  and  spirits,  for  retailing,  and  has  in  various  instances  retailed  the  same  to  the  midshipmen  and 
other  subordinate  oiEcers. 

Specification  fourth.  In  this,  that  the  said  William  P.  Zantzinger,  purser,  has,  in  a  scandalous  man- 
ner, resorted  to  subterfuge  and  falsehood  to  screen  and  prevent  a  fair  exposition  of  the  business  of  his 
department. 

CHARGE    SECOND — NEGLECT    OF    DUn^ 

Sjifclfiralioii  fr.<f.  In  this,  that  the  said  William  P.  Zantzingei-,  purser,  did  neglect  to  provide  a 
Rnflieieni  supply  of  pnhlie  slop  clothing  for  the  use  of  the  crew  aforesaid,  in  order  and  with  a  corrupt 
purpose,  to  allo\\-  and  oblige  them  to  juu'chase  his  own  private  slops,  to  the  exclusion  of  those  ordered 
and  required  to  lie  provided  by  the  government. 

Specification  third.  In  this,  that  the  said  William  P.  Zantzinger,  purser,  did  neglect  to  be  made 
known  to  the  crew  aforesaid,  the  pi-ice  at  which  he  held  the  various  articles  vended  to  them  in  his  depart- 
ment, in  order  to  a  correct  understanding. 

CHARGE    THIRD DISOBEDIENCE    OF    ORDERS. 

Specification  _/?r.s/.  In  this,  that  the  said  William  P.  Zantzinger,  purser,  when  ordered  by  me,  his 
commander,  to  lay  in  no  greater  supply  of  sugar  than  would  suffice  for  a  run  to  the  West  Indies,  did 
disobey,  by  providing  a  stock  sufficient  for  a  cruise  of  four  or  five  months. 


CLAIM    TO    PRIZE    MONEY. 


Specification  ftecond.  In  this,  that  tlie  said  William  P.  Zantzino-er,  purser,  did  issue  champague  wine 

Spcrinrnhiiii  /Inn/,  hi  this,  thai  ihr  >hh1  W  ;lli;iiii  I'.  Ziini zhiu-cr,  imrser,  did  knowingly  disobey  an 
order  fr<  ail  t'iMii .h  nc  ( 'h,ii  Ics  (1.  K'^luvliv.  c i;nitliiiu'  ihc  West  1  mlia  squadron,  authorized  and  pre- 
dicated on  a  circular  ni   tlir   liundral.l..    NavyT nnssionrrs,    lorl.i.Miii--  (except  in   certain  cases)  the 

purchase  of  private  slops  and  slieeting,  liy  providing  a  large  stock  <if  high-priced  private  duck  frocks 
and  trowsers,  shoes  and  sheeting. 

CH.\RGE    FOrP.TH FRAUD    AXD    FRAUDULENT    PRACTICES. 

Spccifi<-alin„  jJr.</.  In  this,  that  llir  said  William  P.  Zantzinger,  purser,  did,  without  authority  and 
with  a  fraudulent  puiposc,  pi-.MUiv  and  ship  mi  hoard  of  the  United  States  ship  Natchez,  and  in  part  sell 
to  the  crew,  a  lar.uv  supply  of  pi'ivatc  (lu<-k  I'n.i-ks,  duck  trowsers,  shoes,  and  sheeting,  bought  at  exorbi- 
tant prices,  and  with  a  i-nrrupt  xicw  ti>  iiiciidiiiatc  gain. 

Sprcifir,,/,,,,,  .-rrn,,,/.  Ill  this,  that  iIh'  said  William  P.  Zantzinger  has  been  guilty  of  various  frauds  on 
the  olticers  and  cirw  n|'  the  riiit.d  .-tat.  s  >lii|.  Natchez,  whereof  he  is  purser,  to  wit:  in  illc-ally  ch'iro-ino- 
seventy-iive  cmts  imt  |-und  l^r  tuha.',...  the  ,-ost  ,,r  whirl,  (p.u-  lull  wwl-w,]).  was  thirty  t'uid  f..rly  nuit° 
per  pound;  in  rhar-iii-  iwinty-two  r.-nts  |mu-  pMui^l  lor  hmin,  .<,ni„r.  wlau,.  in  Ian.  h,'  had  no  '■hill  (,f 
cost"  to  sanction  siirh  rhai-v.  and  wlim  \\ir  .[ualilv  is  ^avatlv  iiilcritU'  In  a  piv\-ions  supply  of  //,,,■,;„« 
white,  on  wlii.-h  I,.'  -inunds  .and  justilirs  this  charge  ..V  iwrnty-twn  i-ents  i^er  pound.  In  charging,  without 
regard  to  rule  or  conunon  jiisii,-r.  live  dillercnt  prices  on  the  same  lot  of  champagne  wine.  In  chargino- 
boys'  slop  cloihiiig  at  ihf  same  |iiico  as  those  of  the  men,  when  the  former  (per  bill)  were  bought  at  a 
reduced  cost.  In  ohar-ing  thn  o  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents  for  boys'  leather  caps,  when  the  cost  (per 
bill  rendered  ,  was  only  ..ne  d-llai   and   lifly  eeiits.      In  coiiiinit ting  a  fraud  of  lifty  dollars  on  myself,   his 

commander.      In  .■har.-iii,-  //'■„-,•  to  the  ward  v i  oilieers  a  sum  of  money  ohtained  ,,ii  mess  account,'     In 

committing  a  IVau-l  ..f  thirty  .lelhns  m,  Chester  ChriMian.  a  s.^maii  of  the  third  division.  In  overcharging 
white  hat  covers.  In  attempting  a  still  greater  fraud  on  the  price  uf  white  hat  covur.s.  In  having  no 
fixed  rule  for  making  charges  on  articles  vended  to  the  ofliccrs,  other  than  his  own  partial  and  rapacious 

Specification  third.  In  this,  that  the  said  William  P.  Zantzinger,  purser,  when  required  by  me  his 
commander,  to  make  a  return  of  public  money  disbursed  from  sums  drawn  or  requisitions  beariuo-'  niy 
approval,  did  make  a  false  and  fraudulent  return. 

CHARGE    FIFTH OPPRESSION. 

Sprcifvation.  In  this,  that  the  said  William  P.  Zantzinger,  purser,  after  having  fraudulently  aflBxed 
an  exorbitant  cost  to  his  sugar,  did  refuse  to  make  a  reasonable  abatement  in  its  price,  whereby  the 
midslii]iiiieii  and  ship's  company  were  impelled  rather  to  suffer  during  a  long  cruise,  the  privation  of 
sugar  and  tea,  than  submit  to  what  they  conceived  oppressive  charges. 

(Signed)  -  '  ALEX.  CLAXTON. 

Norfolk,  February  6,  1830. 

Saturday,  March  27,  1830. 

Tlie  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Present:  all  the  members,  except  Commodore  Charles  G. 
Piidgeley.  The  eoint  was  ehisi'd  and  the  balance  of  the  proceedings,  including  the  testimony  of  Dr. 
Tiiisley,  were  read  liy  the  jml-'e  adveeate.  and  the  court  having  fully  examined  the  testimony  and  docu- 
ments referred   ti>.    inaile  the   fel  h 'wi  li-'  decision: 

That  they  lind  and  adjud-e  th.^  said  purser,  William  P.  Zantzinger,  guilty  of  the  first  specification  of 
the  lii->t  charge,  and  -udty-.f  the  second:  guilty  in  part  of  the  third  speeillcat i- m  of  the  first  charge: 
"that  a  stock  el  .xpni.ive  wines  was  hnnight  n„  l„,ard.  and  that  he  did  sell  the,,,  |,,  the  midshipmen  and 
other  suhenlinaie  ehic,.,'.  T    that    he  is  guilty  of  the  f,,u,-th  speeiiicalie,,  ef  ,|,e  11,-sr   charge  and  guilty  of 

the  charge    :tsclf;    that    i,e   is,,a„ltyer    theti,-,|    spedicat  i,.,,  ,  ,r  , he  second  cha,'g.. ;    Ihat    he"  is  guilty  of   the 

d  -uiliy  nf  il„.  chai-g,.;  that  he  ,s  guilty  of  all  the  specifica- 
;l'ar,-e  ,t.elf:  ihat  he  is  guilty  o|  th,'  lirst  specification  of  the 
icaiiMi,  ,,|  thai  cl,ai--;e.  except  so  much  as  relates  to  "over- 
'I  llii'  tliiid  spcciiicatiMii,  and  ,-iiilty  nf  the  fourth  charge;  that 

,d  sei,te,,ce  ihi'  sanl  \\  illiam  P.  Zantzinger,  purser,  to  be 
1  sentence  the  court  do  hereby  certify  as  the   proceedings  and 
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21st  Congress.]  No.  419.  [Tst  Session. 

ON  CLAIM   OF  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  JOHN  M.   GAMBLE,   OF  THE   MARINE  CORPS,   FOR 
PRIZE  MONEY  FOR  A  PRIVATEER  CAPTURED  BY  HIM,  IN  WAR  OF  1812-15. 

COMMUNICATED   TO    THE    SENATE    APRIL    6,    1830. 

Mr.  Havne,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel John  M.  Gamble,  of  the  marine  corps,  praying  compensation  for  the  capture  of  a  ship  called  the 
Seringapatam,  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  reported: 

That  Colonel  Gamble,  then  a  lieutenant  of  marines,  nttaclie(l  to  the  Essex,  during  her  memorable 
cruise  in  the  Pacific,  under  Commodore  Porter,  was  entrusteil  hy  him  with  the  command  of  tlie  Greenwich, 
one  of  his  prizes,  and  whilst  in  command  of  that  vessel  he  fell  in  with  the  vessel  above  mentioned,  which' 
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after  a  short  action,  struck  her  colors.  The  Seringapatam  was  afterwards  recaptured,  and  destroyed, 
but  it  is  alleged  that  this  did  not  take  place  till  after  she  had  been  taken  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  by  Commodore  Porter;  and  it  is  insisted  that  this  circumstance  takes  the  case  out  of  the  general 
rule,  of  not  allowing  compensation  for  private  armed  vessels  captured  from  the  enemy.  Though  the  Com- 
mittee are  well  satisfied  that  the  conduct  of  Colonel  Gamble,  on  the  occasion  alluded  to,  was  extremely 
gallant,  yet  they  do  not  think  it  would  be  advisable  for  the  United  States  to  pay  for  private  armed  ves- 
sels, captured  from  the  enemy,  and  afterwards  recaptured  and  destroyed;  nor  do  they  think  that  the  cir- 
cumstance of  the  commander  of  the  squadron  arming  such  a  vessel  makes  any  difference  in  the  principle. 
The  committee,  therefore,  recommend  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  not  granted. 


2  1st  Coxgress.]  No;  420.  [1st  Session. 

ON  THE  EXPEDIENCY  OF  CERTAIN  ALLOWANCES  AND  EXPENDITURES  FROM  APPROPRIA- 
TION FOR  CONTINGENT  EXPENSES  OF  THE  NAVY  DEPARTMENT,  FOR  THE  YEAR  1829. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    MAY    5,    1830. 

Mr.  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Expenditures  of  the  Navy  Department,  reported: 

That,  in  the  discharge  of  the  duty  assigned  them,  they  have  turned  their  attention  to  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  submitted  to  Congress  on  the  25th  of  January  last,  and  purporting  to  exhibit 
a  view  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  that  Department,  for  the  year  ending  with  the  30th  of  September, 
1829.  From  the  great  number  of  items  and  variety  of  objects  into  which  this  head  of  expenditure  divides 
itself,  it  could  not  be  expected  that  your  committee  would  be  able  to  bestow  that  minute  and  detailed 
attention  necessary  to  a  judgment  critically  correct,  as  to  each  and  every  particular  account.  They  have, 
however,  so  far  examined  as  to  be  able  to  pronounce  on  their  general  correctness;  a  mere  clerical  error  is 
detected  in  the  specification  of  an  expenditure,  but  upon  looking  into  the  account  itself,  the  amount  was 
found  to  agree  with  that  stated  on  the  books,  and  to  consist  of  items  constituting  a  legal  demand  against 
the  government.  But  in  applying  this  general  term  of  approval,  your  committee  feel  constrained  to  qual- 
ify its  import,  by  questioning  the  correctness  of  certain  allowances,  which  were  passed  either  during  the 
last  quarter  of  the  year  1828,  or  early  in  the  year  1829.  This  objection  applies  particularly  to  commis- 
sions allowed  pursers  and  navy  agents,  over  and  above  that  fixed  by  law,  and  in  relation  to  such  parts 
of  their  duty  as  were  strictly  official,  and  for  which  no  particular  compensation  was  intended.  In  illus- 
tration of  this  objection,  your  committee  state  that,  on  the  first  day  of  March,  1829,  an  account  was 
passed,  embracing  an  allowance  to  a  purser  for  commissions  on  sums  of  money  paid  to  "mechanics  and 
laborers."  From  inquiry,  your  committee  learn  that  this  practice  had  not  even  obtained  the  sanction  of 
uninterrupted  precedent;  but,  while  charges  thus  obviously  wrong  had  been  occasionally  disallowed,  the 
applicant  was  still  enabled,  in  another  way,  to  obtain  the  same  object;  and,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  a 
charge  for  extra  clerk  hire  (when,  in  fact,  no  such  expenditure  had  been  incurred)  has  been  resorted  to,  and 
allowed,  for  the  purpose  of  covering  this  unlawful  demand  for  commissions.  Your  committee  are  also  of 
opinion,  that  commissions  have  been  improperly  paid  to  special  agents  employed  in  the  discharge  of  duties 
which  were,  by  law,  confided  to  regularly  constituted  disbursing  ofHcers  of  the  Department.  Under  this 
head,  they  would  refer  to  the  account  of  a  special  agent,  who  was  allowed  commissions  on  certain  expenditures 
devolving  upon  the  captain  of  the  Navy  yard  at  Washington  city.  These,  and  many  other  irregularities, 
which  had  hitherto  obtained  and  grown  up  into  something  like  established  usage,  are  wholly  disappear- 
ing under  the  present  administration  of  the  Department,  where  there  prevails  a  laudable  purpose  of  acting, 
as  far  as  practicable,  within  the  letter  of  the  law  fixing  the  compensation;  and,  in  all  cases,  necessarily 
resting  upon  discretion,  no  blind  obedience  is  paid  to  precedent,  but  a  deviation  therefrom  is  adopted, 
whenever  a  due  regard  to  economy  would  seem  to  require  it. 

With  this  view,  the  Department  has  determined  to  limit,  as  near  as  practicable,  the  amount  paid  to 
its  officers  and  agents,  for  traveling  expenses,  to  the  sums  actually  expended;  nor  will  it  allow,  without 
a  very  satisfactory  explanation,  any  extraordinary  demand,  by  reason  of  the  applicant  having  traveled, 
to  or  from  the  Department,  a  greater  distance  than  he  could  have  done  by  following  the  accustomed 
route.  A  saving,  under  this  head  of  expenditure,  is  already  obvious;  for  while,  in  the  year  1828,  travel- 
ing expenses  amounted  to  thirty-seven  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-eight  dollars  fifty-six  cents,  in 
1829  it  did  not  exceeed  twenty-three  thousand  two  hundred  and  five  dollars  seventy  cents.  For  the  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  your  committee  would  refer  to  the  letter  of  the 
Secretary,  and  the  accompanying  certificates  of  the  Comptroller,  showing  the  liquidation  of  the  accounts 
of  the  agent,  and  a  manifest  saving  to  the  government,  under  this  division  of  expenditure.  It  will  be  at 
once  perceived  that  the  entire  amount  for  1829  is  materially  less  than  that  of  1828;  and  that,  even  of  this 
diminished  expenditure,  a  very  undue  proportion  was  incurred  before  the  commencement  of  the  present 
administration  of  the  Department. 


Navy  Department,  Ajjril  20,  1830. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor,  in  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  15th  instant,  to  state  that  the  contingent  dis- 
bursements on  account  of  the  ofiice  of  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  amounted,  for  the  year  1828,  to  the  sum 
of  $3,191.62. 

That,  from  the  1st  of  January  to  the  11th  of  March,  1829,  when  I  entered  upon  the  duties  of  this  De- 
partment, the  payment  for  contingent  expenses  amounted  to  $934.35;  and  from  the  latter  date,  to  the  end  of 
the  year  1829,  to  the  sum  of  $1,906.99;  out  of  which  the  sum  of  $597.05  was  upon  engagements  entered 
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into  before  the  present  administration  of  this  Department.  There  arc  also  claims  against  this  Department, 
amounting  to  $724.51,  contracted  under  the  former  administration,  which  still  remain  unpaid,  that  have 
been  reported  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  amount  disbursed  during  the  first  three  months  of  the  present  year,  including  all  euo-ao-ements 
for  that  period,  is  $482.27.  ""  " 

The  disbursements  are  made  with  a  view  to  strict  economy;  and  the  amount  has  been  lessened  by 
reducing  the  number  of  newspapers  which  have  been  taken  at  this  office,  and  obtaining  the  necessary  items 
of  a  contingent  character,  of  good  quality,  and  upon  the  most  reasonable  terms.  Strict  accountability  is 
observed  in  the  settlements  of  the  agent  who  is  charged  with  this  fund,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  enclosed 
copies  of  letter  from  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  upon  the  adjustment  of  his  accounts. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  BRANCH. 

Hon.  A.  H.  Sheppeed,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  E.rpendituTes  in  Navy  Department. 


Treasury  Department,  Comptroller''^  Office,  November  16,  1829. 
Sir:  Your  account  of  expenditures,  from  11th  June  to  30th  of  September,  1829,  for  books,  printing-, 
stationery,  newspapers,  fuel,    and  extra  clerk   hire,  &c.,  including  the   cost  of  keeping   the  messenger's 
horse,  from  1st  May  to  31st  August,  1829,  has  been  adjusted  at  the  Treasury,  and  a  balance  of  $302.08 
found  due  to  the  United  States  from  you. 

Balance  per  account  rendered $301   48 

Add  amount  overpaid  Nathan  Eaton,  by  over  addition  of  his  account,  voucher  No.  21 60 

As  above $302  08 

Respectfully, 

JOS.  ANDERSON,  Comptroller. 
Mr.  C.  AxDREws,  Agent,  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Treasi-rv  Department,  Comptroller's  Office,  April  16,  1830. 
Sir:  Your  account  of  expenditures  from  the  1st  October,  1829,  to  the  14th  January,  1830,  for  print- 
ing, stationery,  office  furniture,  fuel,  newspapers,  extra  clerk  hire,  and  keeping   the  messenger's  horse, 
from  1st  September  to  31st  December,  1829,  &c.,  has  been  adjusted  at  the  Treasury,  and  a  balance  of 
$18.92  found  due  to  the  United  States  from  you,  as  per  your  account  rendered. 
Respectfully, 

JOS.  ANDERSON,  Comptroller. 
Mr.  Christopher  Andrews,  Agent  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


21st  Congress.]  No.    421.  [1st  ^ 


ESTIMATE  OF  THE  LOSS  THE  UNITED  STATES  WOULD  SUSTAIN  BY  CHANGING  THE  SITE 
OF  THE  NAVY  YARD  AT  PORTSMOUTH,  VIRGINIA. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  MAY  6,   1830. 

Na^t  Department,  3Iay  4,  1830. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  29th  ultimo,  directing  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Navy  to  communicate  an  estimate  of  the 
value  of  property  belonging  to  the  United  States,  which  would  be  lost  or  become  valueless  by  changing 
the  site  of  the  Navy  yard  at  Portsmouth,  Virginia,  for  one  more  eligible,  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter 
upon  this  subject  from  the  Board  of  Navy  Commissioners,  to  whom  a  copy  of  the  resolution  was  sent, 
with  directions  to  furnish  the  desired  information. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BRANCH. 
The  Hon.  Andrew  Stevenson,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repj-esentatives  of  the  U.  S. 


Navy  Commissioners'  Office,  3fay  3,  1830. 

Sir:  The  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  upon  the  subject  of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  29th  nit.,  which  you  were  pleased  to  refer  to  this  board,  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  many 
of  the  improvements  in  the  Navy  yard  at  Portsmouth,  Virginia,  were  made  prior  to  the  establishment  of 
the  board — of  the  cost  of  which  this  office  furnishes  no  information. 

If  time  permitted,  the  call  might  be  answered  as  satisfactorily  as  the  intrinsic  difficulties  attending 
it  would  allow,  by  appointing  competent  persons  to  examine  the  improvements  in   their  present  state, 
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estimate  their  value  to  the  government,  and  the  amount  for  which  they  would  probably  sell.  So  far  as 
regards  such  imiirovemonts,  we  might  then  forni  an  opinion  as  to  the  loss  in  the  value  of  property 
belonging  to  the  I  iiitcd  States,  which  would  be  sustained  by  changing  the  site  of  the  navy  yard.  In  the 
absence  of  such  data,  nur  only  means  of  answering  the  call  is  by  a  general  estimate,  founded  not  upon 
minute  but  upmi  gnuial  infninuition. 

The  iii-upertv  whi.-h  would  be  alTccted  in  value,  by  .-Iian-ing  tli.- site  of  the  yard,  consists,  essentially^, 
of  the  land;  ihe'lirst  cost  .if  which  was  Si^l.OlKi,  ami  tlic  additions  made  to  it,  Ijy  filling  up,  are  estimated 
at  $1,000,  niakiii^-  the  wlmle  cost  of  the  laml  ,S-i>!,liiHi ;  ilie  w  liai'ves,  in<-liidii]g  their  original  cost,  and  the 
repairs  aiid  improvements  since  made  to  them,  aiv  estimated  to  have  cost  $140,000;  warehouses,  ship 
houses,  timber  sheds,  building  ways,  ollieers' .luaiters,  blacksmiths'  sJKjps,  joiners' shops,  rigging  loft, 
barrakcs,  &c.,  are  estimated  at  $260,000;  the  dock,  the  actual  expense  of  which,  by  the  last  returns, 
amounts  to  $237,536.  These  items  of  properly,  which  would  he  all'ected  in  value  by  changing  the  site 
of  the  yard,  amount  in  the  aggregate  to  $605,536.  The  dif["eieiice  hitween  this  sum,  and  the  amount 
which  this  property,  immoveable  in  its  nature,  would  sell  for,  woidd  he  the  loss  arising,  in  this  respect, 
from  changing  the  site.  These  improvements  have  been  made  upon  a  scale,  adapting  them  to  the  service 
of  the  nation,  and  are  too  extensive  for  individual  possession.  The  ship  houses  are  of  a  size  for  ships  of 
the  line  and  frigates;  so  is  the  dock  now  in  proi^-ress;  and  it  may  here  be  observed,  that  the  site  selected 
for  the  dock  has  proved  iiarticuhnly  lavoialilc  lor  that  important  purpose,  the  foundation  proving,  con- 
trary to  all  expectation,  more  lirm  than  that  of  tlie  one  constructing  at  Boston. 

Independentlv  of  this  lixed  pro].ert}',  we  have  a  very  large  amount  of  movable  property,  the  trans- 
portation of  which,  to  any  other  place,  even  within  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  would  be  attended  with  great 
expense  and  delav.  'fhis  pid|ieily  consists  of  ships  in  ordinary,  a  ship  of  the  line  and  a  frigate  now  on 
the  stocks  and  under  ship  houses,  cannon,  shot,  live  oak  and  other  timber,  provisions,  stores  and  muni- 
tions of  war,  to  a  large  amount;  none  of  which  conld,  with  propriety,  be  I'emoved,  excepting  to  a  place 
previously  prepared  to  receive  them;  and  it  would  take  years  to  put  auy  place  in  such  a  state  of  prepa- 
ration. 

In  addition  to  this,  the  existing  contracts  for  materials  to  complete  the  dock  amount  to  not  less  than 
$145,000;  and  the  artificers  and  laborers  are  all  engaged,  and  progressing  as  rapidly  as  is  desirable,  with 
this  important  national  work.  We  have  also  contracts  existing  for  erecting  a  wall  around  the  yard,  and 
for  additional  storehouses,  estimated  to  cost  $46,000. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  ( 'oinmissioners  incline  to  the  opinion  that  the  expense  of  transporting  the  mov- 
able property  to  anv  other  place  within  the  ( 'lieasapeake  Bay  would  probably  amount  to  as  much  as  the 
fixed  property  would  command  at  public  or  at  private  sale. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 

JNO.  RODGERS. 

Hon.  John  Branch,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


21sT  Congress.]  No.    422.  .  [1st  Session. 

ON  THE  ERECTION   OF  A  RADIATING  MARINE  RAILWAY  FOR  THE  REPAIR  OF  SLOOPS- 
OF-VVAR,  AT  THE  NAVY  YARD  AT  PENSACOLA. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    MAY    13,     1830. 

To  the  Rouse  of  nrprr.-<riil(ilin's: 

Gentlemen:  1  have  the  honor,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  your  House,  of  the  10th  tdtimo,  to 

transmit  the  enclosed  ilocu nts,  which  furnish  all  the  information  of  the  steps  that  have  been  taken,  and 

plans  procured,  for  the  erection  of  a  radiating  marine  railway,  for  the  repair  of  sloops-of-war  at  the  Navy 
yard  at  Pensacola. 

May  13,  1830. 


ANDREW  JACKSON. 


Navy  Department,  May  12,  1830. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor,  in  com]dlance  with  the  resolution  of  tlic  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  10th 
ultimo,  calling  upon  the  President  of  the  I'nited  States  to  communicate  "  what  steps  had  been  taken,  or 
plans  procured,  for  the  erection  of  a  radiatin--  nuxrine  railway,  for  the  repair  of  sloops-of-war  at  the  Navy 
yard  at  Pensacola,"  &c.,  to  send  copies  of  the  letters  from  the  Connnissioners  of  the  Navj',  of  the  7th 
September,  1829,  and  10th  of  May,  1830,  and  the  report  of  L.Baldwin,  Esii.,  of  the  2d  of  September,  1829, 
the  engineer  appointed  to  make  the  necessary  examinations,  together  with  the  original  plan  alluded  to  in 
his  report.  It  has  not  been  deemed  advisable,  since  the  receipt  of  the  report,  to  take  any  new  order  on 
the  subject,  in  consequence  of  the  great  difficulties  and  heavy  expense  attendant  upon  its  construction,  as 
therein  represented. 

It  is  resiiectfully  requested  that  the  plan*  (being  the  only  one  possessed  by  the   Department)  may 
be  returned  when  it  can  be  dispensed  with  by  the  House  of  Representatives. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BRANCH. 

The  President  of  the  United  States. 

•  This  plan  being  returned  to  the  Navy  Department,  cannot,  at  tlio  date  of  this  publication,  be  found  therein. 
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Washington,  Sjifi'mlcr  7,  1S29. 
Sir:  I  have  this  morning  received  from  Mr.  Baldwin  the  accompanying  letter  an'l  iiliui  nf  Hh-  Navy 
yard  at  Pensacola,  which  supplies  the  information  promised  in  the  letter  I  had  the  limior  nl'  addressing 
you  on  the  3d  July  last. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c.,  JOHN  RODGERS. 

Hon.  John  Branch,  Secretary  of  the  Xary. 


Navy  Commissioners' -Office,  3Iaij  10,  1830. 

Sir:  The  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  upon  the  subject  of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, of  the  10th  ultimo,  which  you  were  pleased  to  refer  to  them,  beg  leave  to  state  that,  in  conformity 
with  directiiiiis  icccivcd  from  you,  two  members  of  the  board  visited  the  yard  at  Pensacola,  in  June, 
1829,  unc  (if  will. Ill  liml  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you  the  result  of  the  7th  September  last. 

Of  the  rt'pnrt  thru  made,  the  Commissioners  have  now  the  honor  of  sending  a  copy.  No  measui'cs 
are  known  to  the,  Cuuiiiii.ssiouers  to  have  been  subsequently  taken  for  the  erection  of  a  marine  railway  at 
Pensacola. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  JOHN  RODGERS. 

Hon.  John  Branch,  Secretary  of  the  Xavy. 


Navv  Yard,  Charkstoivn,  September  2,  1829. 

Sir:  I  send,  fa-  the  information  of  the  board,  a  general  plan  of  the  Navy  yard  at  Pensacola,  West 
Florida,  showiii--  the  position  of  the  borings  and  the'soundings  which  were  taken  under  their  direction, 
pursuant  t"  an  an  mI  c  uigress,  passed  March  3,  1827,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  practicability 
of  building  a  iiiaiim'   i  ail  way  for  sloops-of-war. 

With  this  plan,  and  the'foUowing  remarks,  I  shall  proceed  to  lay  before  the  board  the  result  of  my 
examination  at  that  yard,  with  the  plan,  mode  of  construction,  and  estimate  of  the  proposed  work. 

Tiie  plan  of  the  yard  shows  the  position  of  the  buildings  now  erected,  or  in  the  progress  of  building, 
wiih  the  whole  yard'laid  off  by  small  red  lines  into  squares  of  100  feet.  Those  lines  running  north  and 
souili  arr  indicated  (111  th(>  top  of  the  plan  by  Roman  letters,  beginning  by  A,  at  the  northwest  corner, 
and  tdiniiiaiiii-  at  V,  l.y  the  shore  of  Pensacola  Bay.  Those  lines  running  east  and  west  are  indicated 
by  iiunilicrs,  .■(ami  in-'  Irom  A,  down  to  the  shore  on  the  western  boundary  of  the  yard. 

I'll. (II  tiic  (■  .iitiiiiiaiidu  of  the  lines  marked  by  letters,  the  soundings  were  taken  southerly,  at  every 
50  feel,  1.1  .a-  t..\var.ls  ilic  channel;  and  similar  soundings  were  likewise  obtained  on  a  continuation  of 
the  liii.  >  ii.aik..!  l.v  imiiiiier,  and  extended  several  hundred  feet  eastward  from  the  shore.  The  diagonal 
lines  »eiv  al-.i  ..  .ii'i  mI.  ■.  1 :  fust,  One  line  on  the  diagonal  of  N  16,  and  0  17;  second,  Q  17,  and  R  18;  third, 
R  k;.  aii.l  -  IT.  Cal.-nlatiiig  from  those  soundings,  four  fine  black  lines  were  drawn,  indicating  the  lines 
of  til.'  icsiK  .live  (lenilis  (if  6,  12,  18,  and  24  feet.  The  points  where  borings  were  made  or  attempted, 
are  sli.i\vii  l.y  sinall  red  circles  and  red  letters. 

Severaliu'.. files  uf  the  lines  of  soundings,  on  which  the  borings  were  made,  are  given  on  one  corner 
of  the  [ijaii,  wliiili  may  be  referred  to  their  respective  position  on  the  plan  by  observing  the  letter  or 
niuiilier  at  the  left  end  of  the  profiles. 

The  vari..ns  substances  ascertained  bv  the  borings  are  shaded  on  the  profiles,  that  they  may  better 
be  understdd.l;  and  the  thickness  of  each,''and  the  wimle  deiuli  of  borings,  as  well  as  the  depth  of  water 
at  high  water,  are  added  together.  From  data  tluis  dlitained,  tliere  appears  to  be  a  stratum  of  sand  and 
two  strata  (if  s..tt  imal  Iviiig  at  various  depths,  aud  .if  vaiidus  thickness,  above  a  bed  of  hard  sand;  into 
which,  after  passjn-  ili,'.  iii'.per  strata,  it  was  almust  impu.s.silde  to  penetrate  with  the  auger.  The  mud 
in  iiiaiiv  j.la.-.  s  i-  .  .N  .lal  fe.t  deep,  below  an  upper  stratum  of  sand,  into  which  the  auger  was  easily 
puslK.i  Tims,  ai  ilie  Inaiii-  1,,  after  the  auger  hadpassed  through  an  upper  crust  or  stratum  of  hard  sand, 
2  feet  1  m.li  il,i,-k.  ii  was  pushed  several  feet  almost  by  its  own  weight,  and  was  turned  until  it  reached 
the  (1.  pill  ..r  1 T  leet  in  mud,  and  after  forcing  the  auger  a  few  inches  below  this,  it  was  stopped  by  hard 
sand,  wliicli  .1,  lie.!  all  our  exertions  to  get  it  deeper;  and  such  was  ahnost  the  invariable  result  of  every 
trial  ali.i  [lasMii-  the  upper  strata  of  soft  sand  and  mud.  Near  the  shore,  the  sand  seems  to  lay  much 
deeper,  thnuigli  \\liich  we  could  not  get  the  auger,  principally  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  boring 
throuah  a  finii  running  sand  which  chokes  the  auger;  some  attemps  were  made,  as  seen  at  0,  S,  and  U. 
It  will  be  observed  from  those  trials,  that  the  firm  hard  sand  is  generally  found  at  the  depth  of  from  27 
to  37  feet,  and  no  work,  like  the  one  contemplated,  can  be  safely  founded  anywhere,  but  by  carrying  the 
piles  or  foundation  to  this  depth.  In  order  to  show  the  slope,  extent,  and  position  of  the  contemplated 
railway,  as  it  will  be  described  hereafter,  fine  red  lines  are  drawn  in  the  profiles,  that  this  board  may 
have  a  clear  view  how  far  this  slope  corresponds  with  the  natural  surface  of  the  bottom.  I  shall  now 
proceed  to  indicate  what  appears  to  me  to  be  the  most  eligible  site  for  the  railway. 

Site. 
From  the  fine  movable  character  of  the  sand,  forming  the  whole  shore  about  the  navy  yard,  it  may 
naturally  be  expected  that  any  artificial  cavity  made  in  the  bottom,  under  the  water,  could  soon  be  filled 
again  by  the  oix-ration  of  the  current;  and  that  any  solid  structure,  built  much  above  the  bottom,  would 
soon  be'blockod  up,  on  one  or  both  sides,  by  sand  deposited  in  the  eddy,  created  by  a  current  crossing 
over  the  work.  However,  without  a  long  and  minute  examination  of  the  movement  of  the  sand  and 
operation  of  the  current,  it  is  difiicult  to  fix  the  most  eligible  situation  for  a  railway.  I  have,  however, 
fixed  upon  the  profile  Q  as  the  best.  This  will  give  an  elevation  for  the  top  of  the  rail,  on  an  average  a 
little  above  the  natural  surface  of  the  bottom,  as  much  safer  than  founding  one,  when  by  excavation  or 
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dredging  the  rail  will  be  left  below  the  surface.  On  the  profiles  M,  0,  and  T,  there  does  not  appear 
sulScient  depth  of  water  at  the  lower  end  of  the  railway  for  a  large  sloop-of-war  to  be  brought  upon  the 
cradle,  when  the  stern  will  sink  considerable  below  its  ordinary  trim;  G  and  C  would,  perhaps,  answer 
nearly  as  well  as  Q,  but  at  those  places,  and  at  P,  the  water  is  not  so  deep  as  at  Q.  Tiie  profiles  from 
the  eastern  shore,  on  the  lines  13,  15,  and  11,  by  the  long  shoals  and  sudden  dip  to  the  channel,  are  most 
objectionable. 

Slojye  and  dimeiisions  of  the  raihvay. 

The  slope  of  a  railway  may  vary  from  |  to  |  of  an  inch  in  a  foot,  but  I  assume  \  of  an  inch  to  a  foot 
as  the  most  eligible;  to  ascertain  the  length  of  railway  at  this  slope,  I  have  taken  the  usual  draught  of 
sloops-of-war  at  from  14  to  17  feet,  as  they  might  easily  be  trimmed  for  entering  the  cradle;  the  depth 
of  middle  frame  of  the  cradle,  at  2  feet  6  inches  from  the  bottom  of  the  keel  to  the  top  of  the  iron  rail,  on 
which  the  wheels  move;  I  add,  also,  6  inches  more  for  the  easy  slope  of  the  keel,  that  by  trimming  aft  in 
preparation  for  entering  the  cradle,  she  may  get  a  bearing  on  the  whole  keel,  before  she  is  drawn  far  up 
the  railway,  thus  giving  a  depth  of  water  for  the  lower  end  of  rail  of  20  feet.  This  will  require  384  feet 
length  of  railway  from  high  water  level,  in  a  slope  of  f  of  an  inch  to  a  foot. 

Above  high  water,  the  way  should  extend  at  least  the  length  of  the  cradle,  which  will  be  120  feet; 
the  whole  length  will  therefore  be  504  feet.  The  elevation  of  the  upper  end  will  be,  for  120  feet,  6  feet 
2  inches,  making  the  whole  slope  26  feet  2  inches.  The  breadth  of  a  railway  for  sloops-of-war,  should  be 
a  little  greater  than  that  usually  adopted  for  merchant  vessels;  but  the  one  built  a  few  years  ago  in 
Boston  is  the  best  one  I  have  seen  in  the  country,  and  is  so  firm,  and  upon  such  a  scale,  that  the  owners 
are  prepared  to  haul  up  ships  of  600  or  700  tons.  Preserving  the  width  there  taken,  which  is  30  feet, 
and  extending  the  cross  pieces,  on  which  the  ship  rests,  about  2  feet  further  outside  of  the  cradle  frame, 
sufficient  breadth  may  be  had  to  take  in  a  sloop-of-war;  this  will  give  better  bearings  for  the  carriage 
than  by  widening  the  rails. 

Materials  and  mode  of  building. 

Such  is  the  dfstructive  operation  of  worms  upon  wood  in  the  Pensacola  Bay,  that  none  but  the 
Palmetto  nr  caMiauc  tree  is  yet  found  to  withstand  it;  other  timber  may  be  used,  if  coated  or  covered 
with  suitalilc  materials;  copper  sheeting  may  be  applied,  but  this  might  be  broken,  or  otherwise  injured, 
and  woulil  !»■  (-(irrodid  probably  within  a  few  years,  so  that  no  dependence  can  be  placed  upon  the  pro- 
cess for  permanent  durability.  The  best  process  for  constructing  the  railway  will  be  to  form  a  founda- 
tion of  piles  made  of  the  Palmetto,  upon  which  stone  masonry  should  be  laid,  to  receive  the  cast  iron  rails, 
similar  to  those  used  in  other  places. 

The  length  of  railway  founded  in  water,  will  be  384  feet  from  high  water  mark,  along  the  middle 
line  of  the  way.  Three  rows  of  piles,  parallel  with  each  other,  and  about  two  feet  apart,  should  be  driven, 
so  as  to  be  3  feet  distant  from  each  other.  For  the  side  rails,  a  double  row  of  piles,  15  feet  distant 
from  the  middle  line,  should  be  driven  on  each  side,  parallel  with,  and  of  the  same  extent  as  the  rows  for 
the  middle  rail.  The  piles,  when  thus  driven,  should  all  be  sawed  off  and  accurately  trimmed  to  the 
required  slope. 

There  will  thus  be  seven  lines  of  piles;  three  for  the  middle,  and  two  for  each  of  the  side  rails, 
extending  three  hundred  and  eighty-four  feet,  which  at  three  feet  distance  on  each  row,  gives  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-eight  piles  for  each,  or  eight  hundred  and  ninety-six  piles  in  the  whole. 

Upon  the  triple  row  of  piles  for  the  centre  rail,  a  platform  four  feet  wide,  and  extending  the  whole 
distance  of  three  hundred  and  eighty-four  feet,  should  be  laid  down  and  bolted  to  the  tops  of  the  piles.  It 
should  be  made  in  the  following  manner:  Cross  pieces  of  plank,  four  or  five  inches  thick,  ten  or  twelve 
inches  wide,  and  about  four  feet  long,  to  be  fixed  to  the  pile  heads  at  right  angles  with  the  direction  of 
the  railway;  and  upon  those  transverse  pieces  should  run  three  long  planks  of  the  same  thickness  and 
dimensions  of  the  cross  planks;  all  these  to  be  well  bolted  or  secured  to  the  piles.  In  the  same  manner 
a  platform  is  to  be  connected  with  the  piles  in  ea?h  row  of  side  piling,  to  be  about  three  feet  wide. 

Two  courses  of  stone  should  be  laid  upon  the  middle  platform  in  the  direction  of  the  rail,  about  two 
feet  wide,  with  the  outside  faces  four  feet  apart.  The  top,  bottom,  and  joining  ends  to  be  all  hammered, 
but  the  outside  edges  may  be  left  rough.  This  course  should  be  fifteen  inches  thick.  The  next  course  to 
cross  the  first  should  be  hammered  in  the  same  way,  bo  about  one  foot  thick,  and  extend  to  within  six 
inches  of  the  edge  of  the  bottom  course;  they  must  of  course  be  three  feet  long,  and  upon  this  is  to  rest 
a  line  of  single  stones  laid  end  to  end,  twenty-two  inches  wide  and  twenty  inches  thick;  this  last  course 
to  receive  the  cast  iron  rail  plates  upon  which  the  cradle  will  roll.  The  two  side  rails  to  be  constructed 
in  the  same  manner,  the  lower  course  two  feet  wide,  the  second  course  twenty-one  inches  wide,  and  the 
upper  line  of  stones  to  be  sixteen  inches  square. 

All  these  courses  of  stone  to  be  laid  in  water  cement,  and  well  connected  by  dove-tailed  joints, 
cramps,  and  dowels.  When  this  part  of  the  work  is  completed,  a  quantity  of  loose,  irregular  stones 
should  be  thrown  in  along  the  sides  of  the  rail  foundation,  and  between  them,  and  afterwards  leveled 
down  to  a  little  below  the  upper  surface  of  the  stone  work,  to  preserve  the  lines  in  their  relative  situa- 
tion, and  to  avoid  the  spreading  and  irregularity  which  might  arise  from  the  unequal  pressure  or  move- 
ment of  the  cradle  upon  it. 

As  the  ebb  and  flow  of  the  tide  at  the  Pensacola  Navy  yard  is  so  small,  being  an  average  of  about 
two  feet,  all  the  work  of  the  foundation,  after  the  piles  are  driven,  must  be  done  with  the  diving  bell. 
That  part  of  the  railway  extending  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  above  high  water  may  be  built  in  the 
following  manner:  A  foundation  wall  of  stone  or  bricks,  to  be  laid  about  three  feet  wide  at  bottom,  and 
three  feet  liii;ii,  battering  back  on  the  sides  so  as  to  leave  the  top  width  two  feet.  Upon  this  may  be  laid 
a  line  of  timlicrs  twn  feet  square  to  receive  the  middle  line  of  rail  plates.  The  two  side  rails  will  have  a 
similar  fDuinlatioii,  two  feet  six  inches  wide  at  bottom,  three  feet  high,  and  eighteen  inches  wide  on  the 
top,  upon  which  timbers  for  the  rail  plates  may  be  laid,  fifteen  inches  squai'e;  cross  timbers  to  be  laid 
transversely  upon  those  walls,  extending  two  or  three  feet  beyond  the  outside  of  the  side  rail  timbers. 
Upon  those  the  middle  and  two  side  rails  should  be  locked  down  and  bolted,  to  keep  the  railway  from 
spreading. 
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Estimate. 

The  Palmetto,  or  cabbage  tree,  may  be  procured  from  the  Apalachicola  river,  or  St.  Andrew's  Bay. 
Sticks  from  sixteen  to  thirty-six  feet,  and  about  ten  inches  diameter,  will  cost  about  seventy-five  cents 
each;  and  tliose  from  tliirty  to  forty  fcot  arc  tlio  largest  that  could  probably  be  procured,  and  would  cost 
aliout  a  <l<il!ai-  a]ii.MV.  acconlin--  tu  iiiloniialiun  I  obtained  at  Pensacola.  Allowing  for  waste  &c  one 
tliousan.l  iiil.s  i,i:iy  \.r  lakcii  as  tli<'  est iiiia tc<l   iinuiber. 

rahiictto  iihiiik,  lour  iiirlios  iliirk  and  oiio  foot  wide,  including  waste,  16,000  feet,  board  measure. 

The  foundation  walls  lid'oii'  drsciilMMl  will  contain  three  hundred  and  thirty  cubic  yards  of  masonry 
and  will  require  about  ei-liiy  baii^ls  of  i;.iiiian  cement.  ' 

In  the  estimate  of  the  rail  plates,  ,li;iii,s,  machine,  cradle,  diving  bell,  scow,  and  other  apparatus  for 
the  work,  except  the  foniMlation,  piles,  ami  sione  work,  as  already  mentioned,  I  shall  take  as  the  neces- 
sary data  the  actual  rosi  of  Olio  of  111,,  railways  i.iiilt  in  Boston.  Upou  inquiry,  I  find  that  the  same 
work  could  now  be  made  lin-  tlio  same  prices,  ami  by  adding  a  proportional  part  for  the  increased  dimen- 
sions, that  part  ol'llie  eslimale  may  be  preiiy  safely  relied  upon. 

The  Boston  railway  is  four  Imiidred  and'  liliy  feel  Ion,-,  and  as  fjial  rontemidated  at  Pensacola  is  five 
hundred  and  lour  fe,  t,  w  must  add  a  litlle  moiv  than  nine  per  rent,  to  the  cost  of  the  former,  or  say  ten 
per  cent.,  to  eel  the  cost  of  one  like  that  at  iSestoii.  If  to  this  he  added  twenty  per  cent,  for  enlargement 
of  the  machinery,  for  freight  to  Pensacola,  and  other  charges,  this  part  of  tlie  estimate  may  be  supposed 
correct. 

That  part  of  the  foundation  extending  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  above  high  water  will  require  for 
the  main  walls  about  60,000  bricks;  and  for  ten  cross  walls,  at  every  twelve  feet,  thirty-six  feet  lono-, 
three  feet  high  and  two  feet  wide,  to  support  the  tie  beams  connecting  the  rail  timbers,  55,000  bricks- 
making  in  all  115,000.     The  Thomastown  lime  necessary  will  be  about  one  hundred  casks. 

The  Boston  company  have  two  railways,  a  large  brick  building  for  the  machines,  &c.,  and  two 
machines  for  drawing  up  vessels.  The  whole  cost,  including  real  estate  and  building  wliarves,  was 
about  $91), 000,  and  the  following  is  a  statement  furnished  by  the  agent  of  the  company,  of  the  several 
heads  of  expenditure  for  one  railway  four  hundred  and  fifty  feet  long,  with  its  machine  and  all  apparatus 
connected  with  it: 

Amount  of  castings  for  rail  plates,  rollers,  machines,  &c.,  141,553  lbs.  at  4  cents $5,662  12 

Expense  of  fitting  up  machinery 650  00 

Expense  of  wrought  iron  axles,  reaming  and  turning  rolls,  saddles,  &c 150  GO 

The  messenger  or  revolving  chain,  125  feet  long;  42  lbs  to  the  foot,  whole  weight  5,250  lbs., 

at  20  cents 1 ,  050  00 

The  bar  chain,  350  feet,  15  lbs.  to  the  foot 630  00 

Clutch  hook 25  00 

Disengagin,--  machine 30   00 

Diving  bell  and  apparatus 2,000   00 

Lumber  of  every  kind,  including  staging 5, 146  00 

Labor ". 7 ,  350  00 

Brick  store,  two  stories  high,  40  by  40 5,000  00 

Stone  piers  for  foundation  of  machine 300  00 

Ballast  and  gravel  for  filling  up  between  rails 1 ,  200  00 

Furnace  for  heating  tar,  &c 300  00 

Engineer,  superintendence,  &c 1,500  00 

Incidental  charges  not  foreseen 406  88 

$32,000  00 


Cost  of  railway  at  Penmcola  Navy  yard. 

FOUXDATION. 

For  one  thousand  palmetto  piles,  $1 $1 ,  000  00 

Labor  of  fitting,  driving,  and  cutting,  $3 3, 000  00 

Sixteen  thousand  feet,  board  measure,  of  palmetto  plank,  §15 240  00 

Fitting  and  laying  same 500  00 

Three  hundred  and  thirty  cubic  yai-ds  of  hewn  stone,  $20 6, 600  00 

Eighty  barrels  of  Roman  cement,  $10 800  00 

Laying  masonry,  per  cubic  yard,  $5 1 ,  650  00 

Iron  clamps,  dowels,  &c 200  00 

Filling  in  between  foundations  and  outside  with  '  roken  and  loose  stone,  40  feet  wide,  384  long, 

and  2  feet  deep,  on  average,  1,115  tons,  at  $3 3,525  00 

Cost  of  foundation  below  high  water $11,515  00 

One  hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  brick  for  that  part  of  the  f  jundation  above  high  water,  $10.    $1, 150  00 

One  hundred  casks  of  Thomastown  lime,  $4 400  00 

Laying,  &c.,  $3 345  00 

One  thousand  six  hundred  cubic  feet  oak  timber  for  rails,  $1 , 1 ,  600  00 

Labor  in  fitting  timber,  &c 400  00 

Cost  of  foundation  above  high  water $3,895  00 

Cost  of  rail  plates,  &c.,  for  450  feet  of  railway,  as  shown  in  the  expenses  of  the  Boston  railway.   $6, 662  12 

Cost  of  fitting  up  machinery,  as  shown  in  the  expenses  of  the  Boston  railway 650  00 

Cost  of  wrought  iron  axles,  reaming,  turning,  &c,  as  shown  in   the   expenses   of  the   Boston 

railway 150  00 
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Cost  of  messeng-er  or  revolving  chain $1 ,  050  00 

Cost  of  bar  chain 650  00 

Cost  of  clutch  hook 25  00 

Cost  of  disengaging  machine 30  00 

Cost  of  labor 1 ,  350  00 

Cost  of  stone  pier  for  foundation  uf  machine 300   00 

$16,461   12 
Add  10  per  cent,  for  54  feet  additional  length  of  railway,  upon  the  above  data  of  Boston  work 

according  to  prices  here 1  j  647  88 

$18,114  00 
Add  for  enlarged  dimensions  of  rails,  machinery,  freight,  and  other  expenses  attendant  upon 

a  railway  at  Pensacola,  20  per  cent 8, 622  00 

Total  expense  of  iron  work  and  machinery $21 ,736  00 

House  for  engine $6 ,  000  00 

Diving  bell,  boats,  rigging,  and  other  apparatus 4 ,  000  00 

Preparing  bottom,  digging  trenches,  leveling,  and  other  labor  for  foundation  work 2,000  00 

Side  wharves  on  piles,  to  facilitate  the  use  of  the  railway 3 ,  000  00 

$15,000  00 

Superintendents,  overseers,  &c $4,000  00 

Jlecajntidation. 

Amount  of  foundation  below  high  water." $17,515  00 

Amount  of  foundation  ali..ve  high  water 3,895   00 

Amoimt  of  iron  work  and  inaeliinerv 21,736  00 

Amount  of  house  lur  maeliine '. 6,000  00 

Amount  of  diving  bell,  boats,  rigging,  and  other  apparatus 4,000  00 

Amount  of  preparing  bottom,  digging  trenches,  leveling,  and  other  labor  for  foundation  work..  2,000  00 

Amount  of  side  wharves  on  piles,  to  facilitate  the  use  of  the  railway 3,000  00 

Amount  of  superintendence,  overseers,  &c 4,000  00 

$62,146  00 
Amount  allowed  for  contingencies,  25  per  cent 15,536  00 

Total  estimated  cost  of  the  railway $77,682  00 

Site  for  a  ivliarf. 

Having  carefully  examined  and  considered  the  nature  of  the  grounds  and  the  currents,  I  have  fixed 
upon  a  site,  as  the  most  eligible  one,  for  the  contemplated  wharf  at  Pensacola  yard,  agreeably  to  the 
whishes  of  the  board,  and  shall  proceed  to  describe  the  mode  of  building,  and  give  an  estimate  of  the 
cost. 

The  site  and  form  are  shown  by  the  red  lines  at  Y,  Z,  which,  it  will  be  perceived,  is  a  little  south  of 
the  situation  marlcod  off  for  the  wharf  lately  begun;  it  consists  of  two  parts.  The  part  Z  is  150  feet  long 
and  50  wide,  ami  In  lie  supported  on  piles.  This  is  to  be  connected  with  the  shore  by  another  part, 
marked  Y,  at  right  angles,  50  feet  wide,  and  about  250  feet  long.  This  part  is  to  be  budt  solid,  with 
dry  stone  walls  for  liie  outside,  and  filled  up  with  earth,  or  raised  to  a  level  with  the  part  Z. 

The  main  part  of  the  wharf  Z  will  be  built  on  pine  piles,  about  one  foot  square,  and  50  feet  long, 
on  an  average;  to  be  coppered  with  24  oz.  copper  for  an  average  length  of  15  feet;  all  these  piles  to  be 
8  feet  apart,  each  way,  and  the  number  may  be  taken  at  150.  Upon  the  tops  of  these  piles  are  to  be 
placed  cap  timbers,  covered  with  a  flooring  of  small  square  or  ranging  timber,  or  plank,  from  6  to  9 
inches  thick,  and  covered  with  earth  to  the  dijilh  of  2  f(!et. 

Under  the  wharf,  and  at  a  suitaMe  disianee  tVoni  the  front  edge,  and  from  each  other,  are  to  be  placed 
two  piers,  or  masses  of  stone  work,  in  the  following  manner,  for  fixing  the  blocks  or  other  tackle 
for  hauling  down  the  vessels;  a  number  of  palmetto,  or  coppered  piles,  to  be  driven  about  four 
feet  apart,  upon  an  area  of  10  by  15  feet  for  each  pier.  Those  piles  to  be  sawed  off  at  the  lowest  possible 
line  which  the  low  spring  tides  will  allow,  and  upon  them  a  sufficient  grillage,  or  platform  of  palmetto 
wood,  to  be  laid.  Upon  this  platform  should  be  laid  a  mass  of  dry  stone  work,  or  masonry,  brought  up 
to  a  level  with  the  surface  of  the  wharf.  This  will  constitute  a  mass  of  stones  equal  to  about  SO  tons, 
and  being  conneete  I  ^vith  the  piles  of  the  wharf,  will,  with  the  weight  of  earth  covering  around  it,  make 
a  sufficient  dead  weight  for  the  tackle,  &c.,  for  heaving  down  a  sloop-of-war.  The  second  part  of  the 
wharf,  marked  Y,  250  feet  long  and  50  wide,  will  be  constructed  as  follows:  on  each  side,  and  at  the 
end  next  the  channel,  is  to  run  down  a  stone  wall,  made  of  dry  masonry;  the  whole  extent  of  which  will 
be  550  feet  long  upon  an  average,  about  8  feet  high,  and  4.50  thick,  equal  to  about  750  cubic  yards;  this 
wall  to  be  built  of  the  stones  in  the  yard,  and  founded  on  a  platform  of  palmetto  timber,  of  ordinary 
dimensions,  requiring  7,500  feet  of  timber;  the  filling  in  of  the  wharf  with  earth  will  be  8,100  cubic 
yards. 

Further  observations  and  examinations  of  the  current  and  the  sands  at  the  proposed  site  than  I  was 
able  to  make,  may  render  this  mode  of  building  the  second  part  of  the  wharf  ineligible,  and,  in  that  case, 
it  may  be  constructed  on  piles,  and  covered  with  plank  in  the  usual  way;  such  a  mode  would  allow  a 
free  passage  of  water  under  the  wharf,  and  render  any  disturbance  of  the  sands  less  liable  to  produce 
injurious  effects. 
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Estimate. 

150  piles,  50feetloii-.  =  7,:.00  mlM.-  \'rr\,  al  -2(1  rts $1,500  00 

10,125  square  feet,  2t  nz.  .Mp|,rr  nails,  and  |Miiun-  on,  at  57  cts 6,771   00 

Labor  in  fittiuo-,  driving-,  &.■.,  carli  pile,  at  $."> 750  00 

2,250  cubic  fcrt  caiiinn--  timber  and  side  capping,  at  15  cts 338  00 

Fitting  and  placing  tinilua- 500  00 

5,000  cubic  fo't  llnuring  timber,   to  secure  the  earth  covering,  at  15  cts 750  00 

Fitting  tloiain- 400  GO 

Earth "covcrii.u.  :.:>:,  N  ar.ls.  at  25  cts 138  00 

48  pahnett..  piN-.  l-i   tv,o  stone  piers,  at  $1 48  00 

Fitting,  drivin-.  \-,.  al    s:; 144   00 

Platiurm  of  palmrtt^ i  \Na M,d 20  00 

Dry  stone  niasimiy  (.n  platform  of  palmetto  wood,  10  by  J5,  and  8  feet  high,  88  yards,  at  $4  352  00 

Platform  f  >r  wall,'  7  ff.i  wide,  550  feet  long,  say,  7,150  feet,  at  3  cts 212  00 

Wall,  500  feet  lung,  8  liigli,  and  average  thickness  4.5  feet  =  550  X  8  X  4.5  =  733  cubic 

yards,  at  S4.  V. 2,932  00 

Filling  in  with  earth,  2,988  cubic  yards,  at  25  cts 747   00 

Machines,  boats,  bolts,  extra  labor,  and  other  things  not  enumerated 5,000  00 

Superintendence,  &c 3,000  00 

$22,602  00 
Contingencies,  &c.,  25  per  cent 5 ,  650  00 

Total  expense  of  the  wharf $28, 252  00 

The  wci.gbt  of  the  earth  covering  the  wharf  may  be  sufficient  for  heaving  down  a  sloop,  if  the  tackle 
be  well  sccurid  t^  tlii'  cap  timbers,  so  as  to  take  hold  of  a  large  surface;  and  if  the  wharf  be  covered 
with  ballast  (ir  kentledge,  guns,  anchors,  &c.,  near  the  points  of  fixing  the  heaving  down  tackle,  the 
stone  piers  prnpused  in  the  above  estimate  may  be  dispensed  with.  In  fixing  a  site  for  the  railway,  the 
exact  position  marked  un  the  jilan  need  nut  be  strictly  adhered  to.  The  work  may  be  carried  out  further 
from,  or  brouglit  nearer  to  tin.'  slmre,  ami  thus  .ijhei-  sitiialiens  ehosen.  So  with  the  wharf;  should  it  be 
thought  better  to  carry  it  furlher  iKirth  than  the  i)lace  marked  on  the  plan,  it  may  easily  be  done;  the 
only  difference  in  the  work  will  be,  the  extending  that  pari  (jf  the  wharf  connecting  the  main  part  with 
the  shore,  and  it  may  be  considered  better  even  to  place  it  further  north,  towards  the  boring  X,  than  to 
go  further  south,  towards  the  proposed  site  of  the  railway.  These  are  circumstances  which  must  depend 
upon  a  more  carefal  examination,  as  to  the  precise  position,  than  we  could  ascertain  in  the  short  time  we 
were  on  the  spot. 

Enough  is  done,  I  hope,  to  salisfj'  the  board  as  to  the  general  mode  of  construction,  and  the  probable 
expense. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant,  L.  BALDWIN. 


P.  S. — The  plan  is  put  into  the  post  ofQce,  to  be  forwarded  by  mail. 
To  Commodore  John  Rodgers,  President  of  the  Navy  Board. 
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STATEMENT    RELATIVE    TO    THE    PAY   AND    EMOLUMENTS    OF    THE    OFFICERS    OF   THE 
MARINE  CORPS. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    KErRESENT.VTIVES    M.iY    25,     1830. 

Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Audilor^s  Office,  May  28,  1829. 
lee  til  your  request  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  statement  relative 
lumeiils  of  the  officers  of  the  marine  corps. 

mien,  the  power  is  vested  in  Congress  "  to  raise  and  support  armies,"  and  "  to  provide 
y."  To  that  body,  under  this  grant,  belongs  all  legislation  relative  to  the  raising, 
•nment,  and  payment  of  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  Stales.  The  duly  of  the 
rry  into  effect  the  system  which  Congress  establishes.  It  is  net  within  the  rightful 
power  ot  the  i're.sident  to  raise  more  troops  than  are  authorized  by  acts  <>\'  Ci.nuivss.  to  adopt  a  different 
organization,  or  a  different  system  of  government,  or  to  increase  or  iliminisii  their  pay  or  emoluments. 
He  must  e.iiise  them  to  be  paid  the  monthly  pay  which  Congress  )iivs.ailies;  he  must  see  that  they 
receive  the  number  of  daily  rations  which  Congress  has  allowed,  or  an  e.pii\  ahnt;  the  lawful  allowance 
fjr  foiag(  ;  (piarters  to  shelter  them;  clothing  to  cover  them;  and  fuel  to  keep  them  warm.  But  he  cannot 
rightfully,  under  pretence  of  commutation,  pay  them  more  for  articles  or  accommodations,  as  are  allowed 
by  law,  than  they  are  really  worth,  and  thus  add  to  the  emoluments  which  Congress  have  prescrided. 

P.y  the.se  obvious  principles  let  us  test  in  detail  the  pay  and  emoluments  lately  allowed  to  the  oflBcers 
of  the  marine  corps. 

The  office  of  lieutenant  colonel  commandant  of  marines  was  created  by  act  of  Congress,  passed 
April  22(1,  1800,  (U.  S.  Laws,  vol.  3,  page  344,)  which  declares  that  he  "shall  be  entitled  to  the  same 
jiay  and  emoluments  as  a  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  army  of  the  United  States."  An  act  of  March  3d, 
1799,  (U.  S.  L  iws,  vol.  3,  page  292,  j  has  fixed  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  a  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  army 
at  $75  per  month,  6  rations  per  day,  and  $12  per  month  for  forage,  when  not  received  in  kind.  These, 
therefore,  become  the  lawful  pay  and  emiduments  of  the  lieutenant  colonel  commandant  of  marines,  as 
effectually  as  if  they  had   been  enumerated  in  the  act  creating  this  office;  and  not  having  since  been 
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altered  or  repealed  in  relation  to  him,  they  still  constitute  his  rightful  pay  and  emoluments.  Comfortable 
quarters,  and  a  sufficiency  of  fuel,  he  was  entitled  to  as  a  matter  of  course,  as  well  as  a  waiter  from  the 
line  of  his  corps. 

Yet,  he  has  recently  received  $15  per  month,  12  rations  per  day,  at  20  cents  each;  $356.16  per  year  for 
two  servants ;  $384  per  year  for  forage  for  four  horses ;  $231  for  thirty-three  cords  of  wood,  and  twelve  cords 
for  an  office;  in  addition  to  which  he  is  allowed  a  clerk  at  $20  per  month,  and  occupies  a  capacious  house 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  as  quarters.  His  annual  receipts  from  the  treasury,  in  money,  are 
$2,141.16,  to  which  add  twelve  coi'ds  of  wood,  and  house  rent,  and  the  value  of  his  pay  and  allowances 
will  exceed  $3,000  per  annum.  It  will  be  perceived  that  his  monthlj^  pay  has  not  been  increased,  but  he 
has  long,  and  I  believe  always  since  the  present  incumbent  entered  upon  the  office,  received  double 
rations.  An  act  of  March  3d,  1191,  (U.  S.  Laws,  vol.  2,  page  581-8,)  provides  that  each  officer  in  the 
army,  when  commanding  a  separate  post,  shall  be  entitled  to  double  rations.  This  act  remained 
unrepealed  in  1800,  and  would  apply  to  the  lieutenant  colonel  commandant  of  marines,  provided  he  could 
be  brought  within  the  circumstances  entitling  a  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  army  to  double  rations.  But, 
as  he  is  commander-in-chief  of  the  corps,  and  his  command,  wherever  he  may  be  located,  extends 
throuo-hout  all  the  Union,  embracing  all  posts,  stations,  and  detachments,  I  cannot  comprehend  how  he 
can  be  said  to  be  in  command  of  a  separate  post.  It  is  true  that  his  head-quarters  are  at  the  Marine 
barracks  in  this  city,  where  there  are  eleven  privates,  with  one  captain,  two  first  lieutenants,  four  staff 
officers,  five  sergeants,  and  two  corporals  to  command  them,  besides  five  music  ans  and  fourteen  boys 
learning-  music!  But  would  not  this  head-quarters  be  equally  a  separate  post  if  located  at  any  other 
place?  Could  he  possibly  be  placed  in  a  situation  where  he  would  be  less  entitled  to  double  rations?  Or, 
if  the  whole  949  officers,  musicians  and  privates,  contained  in  the  corps,  united  in  one  body,  would  he 
then,  as  his  responsibilities  increased,  cease  to  be  entitled  to  his  double  rations,  by  ceasing  to  command 
a  separate  post?  If  the  prevailing  construction  be  correct,  he  can  never  cease  to  be  entitled  to  double 
rations,  and  his  rations  are  those  of  a  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  army  in  1800,  as  the  law  says  they  shall 
be  but  double  that  number.  It  is  inconceivable,  that  when  Congress  declared  that  his  regular  rations 
should  be  six,  they  meant  twelve;  I  therefore  conclude  that  the  lieutenant  colonel  commandant  is,  by 
law,  entitled  to  receive  only  six  rations  per  day. 

All  the  officers  are  allowed  20  cents  for  each  ration.  The  rations  for  the  privates  is  estimated  by 
the  iiiiiutcniiaster  at  12  cents,  and  he  informs  me  that  it  costs  less  than  11.  The  lieutenant  colonel  command- 
am,  till  i>  fiiiv,  has  not  only  been  allowed  double  rations,  but  almost  a  double  price  for  them.  The  money 
paid  him  lui-  12  rations  would  purchase  22  soldiers'  rations.  The  law  makes  no  difference  between  the 
ration  uf  au  ullicer  and  a  private.  There  is  no  law  commuting  the  ration  in  the  marine  corps,  or  fixing 
the  commutation  price.  It  is  dime  wlmlly  l)y  Executive  authority.  Has  the  President  the  power,  with- 
out the  authority  from  Congress,  when  tiie  (hiily  rations  of  an  officer  would  cost  only  $1.82,  to  pay  him 
$2.40,  thereby  increasing  his  eninliiiucnts  at  tlie  rate  of  $1.08  per  day?  If  he  possesses  the  power,  ought 
he  not,  in  justice,  to  pay  9  cents  per  day  to  the  soldier,  and  thus  make  his  ration  equal  to  his  officer's? 
Or  is  the  law  to  be  construed  so  as  to  give,  by  the  same  words,  11  cents  to  the  soldier  and  20  to  the 
officer? 

If  the  power  to  commute  the  rations  of  the  marines  exists,  it  is  in  the  President.  Not  conceiving 
that  the  accounting  officers  have  the  right  to  call  in  question  the  exercise  of  his  discretionary  power,  I 
have  paid,  and  shall  continue  to  pay,  the  present  commutation  price  of  rations  to  the  marine  officers  until 
otherwise  directed  by  his  authority. 

In  July,  1812,  (United  States  Laws,  vol.  4,  page  419,)  an  act  passed  allowing  each  officer  in  the 
army,  in  lieu  of  waiters  taken  from  tiie  line,  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  as  many  private  soldiers  as  they 
were  entitled  to  have  waiters  under  existing  regulations.  In  1813,  more  than  a  year  after  the  act  pas  " 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  addressed  to  the  accountant  of  the  Navy  Department  the  following  letter: 

Na\'^''  Department,  September  15,  1813. 
Sir:  I  hereby  authorize  an  allowance  to  be  made  in  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  officers  of 
the  marine  corps,  while  doing  duty  on  shore,  for  the  pay,  clothing,  and  subsistence  of  waiters,  not  taken 
from  the  corps,  equal  to  that  which  is  allowed  to  officers  of  the  infantry,  in  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
of  the  same  grade,  agreeably  to  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  making  further  provisions  for  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  other  purposes,  passed  July  6th,  1812. 

W.  JONES. 
Thomas  Turner,  Esq.,  Accountant  of  the  Navy  Department. 

If  the  act  of  1812,  relative  to  the  army,  applied  to  the  marine  corps,  this  authority  from  the  Secretary 
was  unnecessary;  if  not,  it  was  inadequate  to  the  object.  That  the  Secretary  did  not  consider  the  act 
sufficient  authority,  is  presumed  by  his  language — "  I  authorize,"  &c.,  &c.  Surely,  if  it  required  the 
power  of  Congress  tQ  make  a  law  for  the  army,  the  power  of  the  Secretary  was  inadequate  to  make  a 
similar  law  for  the  mijirine  corps. 

But,  in  March,  1S14,  (U.  S.  Laws,  vol.  3,  page  661-8,)  another  act  passed  requiring  that  the  servants 
of  officers  "shall  Ik-  inn^lcrrd  in'lh  sDiae  corps  of  the  army,  and  that,  on  the  muster  mils,  formed  in  conse- 
quence thereof,  iiayments  shall  lie  made  in  money  to  the  officers  empleyiiiL;-  them,  in  lieu  of  wages,  sub- 
sistence and  clntliiii--,"  lVc.,  \e.  II"  the  act  of  1812  was  applicable  to  Ww  marine  corps,  so  was  this. 
Here  is  an  explicit  pr(jvision,  that  the  servants  must  be  actually  emjiluycd  and  enrolled.  Although  the 
marine  officers  claim  servants  only  by  virtue  of  the  army  laws,  this  provision  has  been  entirely  dispensed 
with  in  relation  to  their  claims,  and  they  have  been  required  to  certify  only  that  they  have  kept  only  the 
specific  number  of  servants.  It  is  well  understood,  that  in  many,  if  not  most  instances,  this  certificate  is 
a  mere  form.  An  officer  travels  from  place  to  place,  and  changes  from  tavern  to  tavern,  without  any 
other  waiters  than  those  I'euinl  in  iiiiMic  houses;  and,  on  the  ground  that  they  are  always  ready  to  wait 
on  him  when  he  wants  them,  he  ceitilies  that  he  actually  employs  a  servant  or  servants.  If  the  law  of 
the  army  applied  to  them,  this  is  a  palpable  evasion  of  its  provisions;  if  not,  they  are  not  entitled  to  the 
allowance. 

The  grounds,  however,  on  which  I  have  put  a  stop  to  the  allowance  was,  that  it  was  wholly  unauthor- 
ized by  law,  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  no  rightful  power  to  apply  the  laws  of  the  army  to  the 
marine  corps. 

The  lieutenant  colonel  commandant  occupies  a  capacious  house,  furnished  by  the  government,  and 


Cono-ress  h 

as  lef 

other  officers  of 

the  a 

with  public  qiu 

irters, 

this   li,i;-ht  the  s 

aibjeci 

entitled  to  the 

allow; 

then,  unless   !,.■ 

shuil 

ances  on  tiic  ■j"-i 

the  station,  th.' 

n\]\:,'l 

forthe,amr,.„. 

nrn.l, 

quarters  \vrir  n 

.-In, I'll, 

1830.]  PAY    OF    OFFICERS    OF    THE    MARINE    CORPS.  583 

of  course  charges  nothing  for  quarters.     But  such  is  not  the  case  with  other  officers.     A  commutation  for 
quarters  has  been  allowed,  the  latest  regulation  iu  relation  to  which  is  as  follows,  viz.- 

The  following  allowances  will  be  made  to  the  officers  of  the  marine  corps,  when  {\\ey  are  so  situated 
that  no  public  quarters  can  be  assigned  them: 

To  a  lieutenant  colonel,  major,  and  staff  of  the  corps,  per  annum  §288;  to  a  captain,  per  annum  §200- 
to  a  lieutenant,  per  annum  $104.  '  ' 

Let  the  foregoing  be  regarded  as  the  rule  for  allowing  house  rent  from  February  11th,  1828. 

SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 
JuxE  6,  1828. 

i  left  it  to  the  Executive  to  provide  quarters  for  the  officers  of  the  marines,  as  well  as 
nd  navy,  but  it  would  seem  that  his  power  extends  only  to  furnishing  them 
using  them  to  be  furnished  with  private  quarters  at  the  public  expense.  In 
iinsidered  by  the  array  regulations.  No.  1,042  declares,  "  No  officer  shall  be 
if  fuil  or  quarters,  at  any  post,  unless  regularly  assii::iiiMl  to  duty  there:  nor 
run, plied  with  the  regulations  hy  making  a  urittrn  n  i nisi /:,,,,  for  those  allow- 
if  ilicrc  be  one  stationed  at  the  post.  Should  there  imt  bo  :i  (luartermaster  at 
hiiiisclf  procure  those  allowances,  and  will  be  entitled  to  the  .-mm  actually  paid 
i-r^iiiiiir  vouchers  for  the  jMyment,  accompanied  by  satisfactory  proof  that  the 
v/.  and  the  fuel  purchased  at  the  most  reasonable  rate." 
^No  sueli  ni;iilatioii  exists  in  relation  to  the  officers  of  the  marine  corps,  and  they  are  allowed  a  gross 
sum  for  quarters,  without  voucher  or  inquiry.  Is  not  this  an  increase  of  their  eniohiiueiits?  Is  it  within 
the  rightful  power  of  the  Executive?  An  act  of  April  16th,  1814,  (U.  S.  Laws.  vol.  4.  page  685,)  allows 
captains  and  subalterns,  when  appointed  staff  officers,  "thirty  dollars  per  inomli,  in  ,iilditii>n  to  their  pay 
in  the  line,  in  full  of  all  emoluments."  This  regulation  of  the  Secretary  allows  a  lieutenant,  when 
appointed  to  the  staff,  $184  increase  of  house  rent,  and  a  captain  $88,  in  addition  to  their  allowances  ia 
the  line.     Is  nor  this  an  increase  of  emolument?     Is  it  not  in  violation  of  law? 

F)Ut  as  I  punters  is  a  matter  wholly  ot  Executive  regulation,  I  have  not  thought  proper  to  interfere 
with  it.  My  duty  is  discharged  by  calling  your  attention  to  it.  I  believe  it  may  be  safely  asserted,  that 
the  government  is  taxed  a  sum  for  quarters  for  the  officers  of  the  army  and  navy  residing  in  this  city, 
far  above  the  just  rent  of  such  rooms  as  at  the  several  stations  are  appropriated  for,  to  officers  of  like 
grades.  By  ascertaining  the  number  who  now  draw  house  rent  from  the  treasury,  and  the  aggregate 
amount  drawn,  it  would  probably  appear  to  be  the  interest  of  the  government  to  build  and  furnish  them 
with  public  quarters. 

The  lieutenant  colonel  commandant  is  allowed  four  and  a  half  cords  of  wood  per  month  for  six 
months,  fioin  1st  November  to  30th  April,  and  one  cord  per  month  during  the  other  six  months,  amount- 
ing in  all  to  thirty-three  cords.  A  commutation  at  $7  per  cord  has  been  adopted,  which  yields  him  $231 
per  year,  in  aililition  to  which  he  charges  for  twelve  cords  for  an  office.  The  other  officers  receive  the 
nunilier  atated  in  the  enclosed  table  1.  Formerly  they  were  allowed  only  the  actual  cost  of  their  wood. 
Some  years  ago,  I  am  informed,  the  officers  at  Norfolk  proposed  to  commute  for  their  wood  at  $3  60  per 
cord,  which  was  allowed.  Then  a  commutation  was  allowed  for  each  station  at  the  usual  market  price. 
Finally,  a  general  commutation  was  adopted,  which  has  varied  at  different  times,  having  been  sometimes 
$8,  sometimes  $6,  and  at  this  time  $7.  At  most  of  the  stations,  $7  is  more  than  the  wood  costs;  but  at 
Boston,  the  officers  alleged  that  it  would  cost  $8,  and  I  believe  they  have  been  allowed  that  sum  in  the 
settlement  of  their  accounts.  In  this  city  the  cost  of  wood  does  not  exceed  $4.. 50,  so  that  the  officers  gain 
at  least  $2.50  upon  every  cord  of  wood  allowed  them.  By  these  means  the  einnlnments  of  the  lieutenant 
colonel  commandant  are  increased  more  than  $80  pi'i'  year,  and  tli'se  ,,r  all  ihe  oIIk  r  ofllec-rs  aTid  staff  in 
proportion.  It  is  submitted  to  your  consideration,  wImiIk  i-  the  Kxeeuii\e  |,o-,>i's^es  any  such  rightful 
power,  or  whether  the  commutation,  if  one  must  be  made,  ought  not  to  be  the  aetnal  market  price  of 
wood  at  each  station?  If  the  Executive  can,  under  the  name  of  commutation  for  wood,  increase  the 
emoluments  of  an  officer  $80  per  year,  what  limit  is  there  to  his  discretion? 

This  also  is  a  subject  upon  which  there  is  no  legislation.  I  do  not,  therefore,  feel  authorized  to  inter- 
fere with  existing  regulations,  or  rather  customs;  but  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  put  you  in  possession  of 

The  lieutenant  colonel  commandant  has  been  allowed  for  forage  eight  dollars  per  month  for  four 
horses,  amounting  to  $384  per  year.  By  the  act  of  March  3,  1799,  a  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  army  was 
allowed  twelve  dollars  for  forage  when  he  did  not  receive  it  from  the  public.  This  was  the  lawful  allow- 
ance to  the  lieutenant  colonel  of  marines  in  1800;  and  as  the  law  in  relation  to  him  has  not  been 
changed,  I  conceive  that  it  is  the  only  proper  allowance  which  can  be  made  to  him  still.  It  will  be  per- 
ceived that  the  pay  and  emoluments  heretofore  received  by  the  lieutenant  colonel  commandant  of  marines 
are  those  of  a  colonel  in  the  army.  In  1800,  the  lieutenant  colonel  commandant  was  the  highest  regi- 
mental officer  iu  the  army.  By  a  change  in  the  organization,  colonels  have  since  been  introduced  into  the 
regiments,  and  the  lieutenant  colonel  has  become  a  second  grade.  The  lieutenant  colonel  commandant  of 
marines,  though  paid  as  a  colonel,  ranks  only  as  a  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  army.  Were  there  any  pro- 
priety in  applying  to  him  the  laws  of  the  army  passed  since  1800,  his  pay  and  emoluments  would  certainly 
be  regulated  by  those  of  the  corresponding  rank  in  the  army.  But  every  increase  of  emoluments  allowed 
to  a  colonel  in  the  army  has  been  also  allowed  to  him;  so  that  he  has  presented  the  singular  anomaly  of 
being  a  lieutenant  colonel  in  rank,  and  a  colonel  in  pay  and  emoluments.  But  the  law  gives  him  a  grade 
of  compensation  different  from  those  of  both  these  ranks  in  the  army,  and  it  is  not  for  me  to  question  its 
propriety. 

There  are  five  lieutenant  colonels  by  brevet  in  the  marine  corps,  all  of  whom  have  been  receiving  the 
pay  and  emoluments  of  a  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  army.  There  is  not,  either  in  law  or  practice,  any 
such  grade  of  compensation  iu  the  line  of  the  marine  corps.  It  has  been  often  decided,  that  the  Presi- 
dent cannot  create  by  brevet  a  rank  which  does  not  exist  in  the  line  of  the  corps.  Surely  he  has  as  little 
power  to  create  by  brevet  a  grade  of  pay  and  emoluments  not  known  in  the  line.  It  is  obvious  that, 
when  these  brevet  lieutenant  colonels  are  entitled  to  brevet  pay  at  all,  it  must  be  that  of  their  rank  in 
their  own  corps.  Their  rank  is  that  of  their  lieutenant  colonel  commandant.  Their  brevet  pay  and  emolu- 
ments must  therefore  be  the  same  which  he  is  entitled  to  receive  in  the  line. 
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The  act  of  April  16,  1814,  (United  States  Laws,  vol.  iv.,  p.  685,)  authorizes  the  President  to  confer 
brevet  rank  in  the  marine  corps,  and  provides  that  "  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so  construed  as 
to  entitle  officers  so  brevetted  to  any  additional  pay  or  emoluments,  except  when  commanding  separate 
stations  or  detachments,  when  they  shall  be  entitled  to  and  receive  the  same  pay  and  emoluments  which 
officers  of  the  same  grades  are  now  or  hereafter  may  be  allowed  by  law." 

Were  it  a  question  of  the  first  impression,  I  inii^lit  duulit  whether  the  act  "to  fix  the  peace  establish- 
ment of  the  marine  corps,"  passed  Mai'ch  3d,  181T,  ( I'liitcd  Slates  Laws,  vol.  vi.,  page  219,)  did  not  super- 
sede the  act  of  1814,  and  take  from  the  President  lh<'  power  to  confer  brevet  rank.  But  perhaps  the 
power  has  been  too  universally  conceded  and  generally  practiced  to  be  brought  into  question  now. 

Four  of  the  five  lieutenant  colonels  by  brevet  are  in  command  of  separate  stations,  and  a  fifth  is  under 
arrest.  In  March  last.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Wainwright's  command  at  Charl'^stown,  Massachusetts,  con- 
sisted of  53  officers,  musicians,  and  privates;  Lieutenant  Colonel  William  Anderson's,  at  Norfolk,  48; 
Lieutenant  Colonel  S.  Miller's,  at  Philadelphia,  of  64;  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  M.  Gamble'^  at  New 
York,  of  45;  while  Lieutenant  Colonel  Kichard  Smith  is  under  arrest.  All  of  them  are  receiving  the  pay 
and  emoluments  of  their  brevet  rank;  it  having  been  decided  by  the  late  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  that  an 
officer  under  arrest  shall  receive  all  the  allowances  of  station  he  held  at  the  time  of  his  arrest,  until  dis- 
charged. Disposed  to  allow  them  every  lawful  claim,  and  believing  that,  by  the  language  of  the  law, 
they  are  entitled  to  it,  I  have  decided  that  this  compensation  is  the  same  as  that  of  their  lieutenant 
colonel  commandant.  Yet  it  must  be  confessed  that,  according  to  this  construction,  they  can  hardly  be 
placed  in  any  sitnatinii  in  the  present  circumstances  of  the  corps,  where  they  would  not  equally  be  entitled 
to  brevet  pay  ami  I'liiMluinrnis. 

In  relation  tn  caplains,  and  other  officers  commanding  afloat,  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  anj^  law 
which  entitles  them  tn  receive  double  rations,  or  authorizes  the  President  to  make  such  an  allowance. 
The  allowance  ut  ;?1S()  tn  captains  and  lieutenants  commanding  afloat,  and  to  a  lieutenant  and  assistant 
quartermaster  lui-  issuin;^-  clothing,  are  also  wholly,  I  believe,  unauthorized  by  law.  I  am  told  this  allow- 
ance has  been  niaile  to  these  dflicers  at  sea  for  the  express  purpose  of  increasing  their  emoluments,  and 
thus  approximate  to  those  which  are  allowed  to  them  when  on  shore.  Such  has  been  the  effect  of  various 
constructions,  that  a  captain  without  command  receives  a  greater  compensation  than  a  captain  on  the 
most  arduous  ami  dangerous  foreign  service;  and  a  first  lieutenant,  commanding  at  sea,  receives  more 
than  a  captain  under  similar  circumstances.  An  inspection  of  paper  No.  1  will  show  how  the  former 
result  is  produced;  the  latter  has  arisen  from  the  application  of  an  army  law  to  the  subaltern  officers  of 
the  marine  corps. 

The  act  of  1798  fixed  the  rations  of  a  captain  and  first  lieutenant  at  three,  and  those  of  a  second 
lieutenant  at  two.  In  1816  an  act  passed,  (United  States  Laws,  vol.  vi.,  pp.  79-82,)  which  closes  with  a 
proviso,  "  that  an  additional  ration  be  allowed  to  all  the  subaltern  officers  in  the  army."  Before  the 
passage  of  this  act,  all  lieutenants  in  the  army  received  two  rations,  and  this  increased  them  to  three. 
Some  years  after,  by  the  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  as  I  am  informed,  this  act  was  applied 
to  the  subalterns  of  the  marine  corps,  by  which  means  the  rations  of  a  first  lieutenant  were  increased  to 
four,  and  those  of  a  second  lieutenant  to  three.  Hence,  the  first  lieutenant  of  mariues  claimed  and  received 
one  more  ration  than  their  captains,  and  one  more  than  a  first  lieutenant  in  the  army.  By  doubling 
their  rations  were  coMniianilin;^-  all  lal,  they  n'ceiveil  rir/ht,  while  their  captains,  under  like  circumstances, 
received  8107.  Noiliinu-  conM  moi-e  stroii.-ly  exemiilily  the  absurdity  of  supposing  that  Congress,  when 
legislatin.g  for  the  army,  consiilered  tln'ir  acts  as  embracing  the  marine  corps,  and  intended  to  give  a 
lieutenant  ,u-reater  emoluments  iliau  aiv  reeeiv.'(l  by  his  captain.  The  act  of  July  11th,  1798,  provides 
that  "if  tlie  iiiaiiiie  corps,  or  any  pari  of  it,  shall  lie  oi-.lereil  by  the  President  to  do  duty  on  shore,  and 
it  shall  become  nccessai-y  to  appoint  mi  adjutant,  paymasier,  quartermaster,"  &c.,  "the  major  or  com- 
mandant of  the  corps  i's  lierel.y  aulliori/.ed  to  app/unt  such  staff  officer  or  officers,  from  the  line  of 
subalterns,  sergeants,  and  music,  respectively,"  \'c.  The  act  of  April  USth,  islt,  provides  that  "the 
adjutant,  paymaster,  ami  (piarlermasier  ol'  the  marine  corps  may  be  taken  either  froni  the  line  of 
captains  or  subalterns,  and  the  said  ollieers  shall,  respectively,  receive  thirty  dollars  per  nnuith  in  addition 
to  their  pay  in  the  line,  in  full  of  all  emolument's."  Tlie  law  in  relation  to  their  compensation  has  not  been 
altered  since.  The  present  paymaster  is  a  captain;  the  adjutant,  a  first  lieutenant,  and  a  captain  by 
brevet;  and  the  quartermaster,  a  first  lieutenant.  LTnder  the  law  of  1814,  the  paymaster  is  entitled  to 
$70  per  nK.nth,  and  tlirec  rations  per  day;  the  adjutant  to  i^GO  per  month,  and  three  rations  per  day;  and 
the  quarteinnisier  to  siW)  per  month  and'  three  rations  per  day,  with  ipiarters  and  fuel  to  all  three.  For 
some  years  they  lia\-e  been  paid  accoidiiiL;-  to  this  a<-t,  but  wiiliin  ll;e  last  eight  years  it  has  wholly  been 
abandoned  in  relation  to  their  pay  and  emiduuicnts.  I  Avill  endeavor  to  trace  the  progress  of  these 
derivations  in  relation  to  the  paymaster,  which  may  serve  as  an  illustration  of  those  by  which  the  other 
two  cases  have  been  regulated. 

According  to  the  laws  of  the  marine  corps,  as  they  existed  in  1814,  the  paymaster  would  receive 
$840  per  annum  as  monthly  pay,  $219  for  rations,  making  $1,059,  with  quarters  and  fuel.  In  1828,  he 
actually  received  the  following  allowance: 

Pay,  $60  per  month $720  00 

Three  rations  per  day,  at  20  cents 219  00 

Nine  cords  of  wood,  at  $8 72  00 

Two  servants,  at  $14.84 356  16 

$1,367  16 


The  paymaster  was  then  a  lieutenant:  had  he  been  a  captain  it  would  have  added  $10  per  month  to 
his  pay,  making  the  annual  sum  of  his  receipts  $1,487.16.  How  an  allowance  for  servants  came  to  be 
made  to  the  marine  officers,  has  been  already  explained;  but  I  know  not  how  it  is  that  a  lieutenant, 
entitled  only  to  thirty  dollars  per  month,  "in  full  of  all  their  emoluments,"  came,  at  that  day,  to  be 
allowed  the  emoluments  of  two  servants. 

When  the  iireseni  paymaster  came  in,  he  was  required  to  give  bond  in  the  same  manner  as  a  paymaster 
in  the  army.  In  conseipieiice,  he  maintained  that  he  ought  to  be  placed  on  the  same  footing,  in  relation 
to  his  pay  and  emoluments.  In  accordance  with  this  suggestion,  the  Secretary  set  aside  and  virtually 
repealed  the  law  of  1814,  and  directed  allowances  to  the  paymaster  of  the  marine  corps  equal  to  those 
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made  to  paymasters  in  the  army.  These  were  then  reguhited  by  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  a  major  of 
infantry.  In  1822,  therefore,  without  any  change  of  hiw  subsequent  to  1814,  the  paymasters  of  the 
marines  received  the  following  allowances,  viz: 

Pay,  at  $50  per  month ^gOO  00 

Four  rations  per  day 292  00 

Twenty-seven  cords  of  wood,  at  $8 216  00 

Two  servants,  at  $14.84,  each,  per  month 356  16 

Three  horses,  at  $8  each 288  00 

House  rent,  per  annum 2,50  00 


$2,002   16 


No  change  of  the  laws  relative  to  the  marines,  bearing  upon  the  paymaster,  has  been  made,  so  far 
as  I  know,  sinc3  1822;  yet,  the  allowances  to  which  he  was  considered  as  entitled  in  1828,  were  as 
follows: 

Pay,  at  $60  per  month $120  00 

Eight  rations  per  day '  *  534  OO 

Two  servants 35g  iq 

House  rent [[         288  00 

Twenty-four  cords  of  wood,  at  $7 Igg  qq 

Forage  for  four  hort  as,  at  $8  per  month 334  00 

$2,500  16 
To  which  add  12  cords  of  wood  for  an  ofBce,  at  say  $6 72  00 

$2,572  16 

The  increase  of  $10  in  the  monthly  pay  is  claimed  on  the  ground  that  it  was  decided  in  a  suit  by  the 
government  against  Major  Satterlee  Clarke,  a  paymaster  in  the  army,  that  he  was  entitled  to  the  monthly 
pay  of  major  of  cavalry,  which  is  $60.  As  the  paymaster  of  the  marine  corps  claims  to  be  on  the  same 
footing-  witli  army  paymasteis,  he  considers  himself  entitled  to  the  additional  ten  dollars  per  month,  from 
the  lime  of  his  ai.poii'itnicnt  in  1821. 

The  increase  of  liis  rations  tmm  four  to  eight,  and  the  increase  of  his  forage  from  three  to  four  horses, 
were  made  last  year.  Tlir  autliority  on  which  they  were  made  was  a  decision  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  making  like  alhiwanocs  to  the  adjutant  and  inspector.  The  ground  of  that  decision  I  am  unable 
distinctly  to  perceive.  Probably  all  tlial  can  be  said  in  its  favor  is  contained  in  papers  marked  2,  here- 
with submitted.  The  reasons  stated  in  tlirsc  jiapers  have  failed  to  satisfy  my  mind  in  relation  to  these 
allowances;  and  I  can  view  the  lettci'  of  ilic  lati-  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  no  other  light  than  as  an  act 
of  direct  Icgislatinn,  increasing  tlic  eiiioliiniciits  uf  the  staff  of  the  marine  corps.  The  paymaster  has 
justly  c(jnclii(lid  that,  it  lie  is  entitled  to  those  allowances  at  all,  he  is  entitled  to  them  from  the  year 
1821,  when  lie  was  apiMiiutcd.  and  laid  in  claims  accordingly.  But  if  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  can 
thus,  at  will,  incicasc  tlic  cinolnnicnts  of  the  agents,  there  is  an  end  to  those  principles  of  popular  repre- 
sentation, on  which  1  have  always  supposed  our  government  to  be  founded. 

The  increase  of  $38  in  house  rent,  was  also  made  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  issued  in 
June  last. 

Under  this  regulation,  all  the  brevet  lieutenant  colonels  and  the  staff  officers  consider  themselves 
entitled  to  $288  per  annum,  as  house  rent.  The  paymaster  claims  the  additional  $38  ($250  only  having 
been  the  amount  received  by  him)  from  the  time  of  his  appointment  in  1821,  on  the  ground  that  a  major 
in  the  army  has  received  $288  per  year,  and  that  he  is  entitled  to  the  same  amount. 

The  wood  allowed  to  the  paymaster  in  1822  was  27  cords,  at  $8  per  cord,  amounting  to  $216;  now 
he  is  allowed  24  cords,  at  $7,  and  12  cords  for  an  ofSce,  making  in  all  36  cords,  for  which  he  is  paid  about 
$240. 

The  means  by  which  the  emoluments  of  the  adjutant  and  quartermaster  have  been  augmented,  are 
so  similar  in  their  nature,  as  to  render  a  detail  unnecessary.  The  allowance  of  a  sum  of  money,  now 
$150,  to  the  latter,  as  superintendent  of  the  armory,  though  without  autliority  of  law,  is  of  ancient  date; 
but  that  of  $360  as  commissary  of  subsistence,  has  originated  since  1822.  No  such  officers  or  salaries 
are  known  to  the  law. 

Tlie  adjutant  is  a  captain  by  brevet,  and  a  first  lieutenant  in  the  line;  his  lawful  allowances  as  a 
staff  officer  would  be  $60  per  month,  and  three  rations,  and  other  allowances  as  a  first  lieutenant  in  the 
line.  Yet,  he  has  been  allowed  8  rations,  while  a  first  lieutenant  has  received  but  4;  he  has  been  allowed 
$288  for  house  rent,  and  a  first  lieutenant  $105;  he  has  been  allowed  15  cords  of  wood,  and  12  for  an 
office,  and  a  first  lieutenant  7|  in  all;  he  has  been  allowed  forage  for  two  horses,  and  a  first  lieutenant 
none  at  all.  This  has  been  done,  while  there  is  on  the  statute  book  a  positive  law,  that  he  shall  receive 
$30  per  nidntJi,  in  addition  to  his  pay  in  the  line,  in  full  of  all  emolume.nts. 

Siniibir  icsults  are  produced  by  the  allowances  made  to  the  quartermaster  and  paymaster. 

A  rc-ular  allowance  of  $20  per  month  has  been  made  for  several  clerks  in  the  corps.  The  lieu- 
tenant colunel  commandant  has  one,  the  adjutant  one,  the  quartermaster  two,  and  the  paymaster  one 
To  a  messenger  for  the  office  of  paymaster  there  has  been  allowed  regularly  $7  per  month.  For  none  of 
these  things  do  I  find  any  law. 

The  act  of  March  3d,  1817,  (U.  S.  L.,  vol.  6,  p.  219,)  fixes  the  music  of  the  marine  corps  at  "forty-two 
drums  and  fifes."  In  March  last,  the  adjutant  reported  forty-three,  under  the  head  of  "music."  The 
drums  and  fifes  at  the  barracks  in  this  city  are  composed,  I  believe,  of  a  great  variety  of  musical  instru- 
ments. There  seems,  also,  to  be  a  music  school  there;  for,  under  the  head  of  "privates,"  are  reported  14 
"boys  learning  music."  These  boys,  I  understsnd,  are  received  at  various  ages,  from  5  or  6  to  16  or  17, 
and  bound  by  their  parents  or  guardians  to  the  drum  major.  They  are  enrolled  as  privates  of  the  corps, 
and  all  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  privates  paid  to  their  parents  or  guardians.  It  often  happens  that, 
after  learning  music  a  year  or  two,  at  an  expense  of  some  hundreds  of  dollars  to  the  United  States,  they 
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are  discharged  as  wholly  unfit  for  musicians  or  any  other  marine  duty.  Most  of  them,  when  their  inden- 
tures expire,  quit  the  corps,  without  rendering  any  other  service  to  the  United  States  than  learning  music, 
and  doing  such  other  duty  at  the  barracks  as  boys  of  their  ages  are  capable  of  doing.  It  is  said  to  be 
nearly  two  years,  in  general,  before  they  are  reported  as  fit  for  duty;  and  it  may  well  be  conceived  of 
what  duty  boys  of  8  or  9  years  old- ai-e  capable.  Are  these  boys  such  "privates"  as  the  law  contem- 
plates? It  would  be  an  insult  to  Congress  and  common  sense  to  suppose  so.  Are  they  such  "  drums  and 
fifes"  as  the  law  authorizes?  Then  there  are  51  "  drums  and  fifes"  in  the  corps,  being  15  more  than  the 
law  allows.  Indeed,  I  am  informed  that  the  number  of  "boys  learning  music"  sometimes  exceeds  20. 
In  any  point  of  view,  the  establishment  appears  to  me  to  be  wholly  illegal,  almost  useless,  very  expen- 
sive, injurious  to  the  public  service  in  diminishing  the  efiBcient  strength  of  the  corps,  and,  in  fine,  a  con- 
trivance to  support  a  few  poor  children  out  of  the  Treasury. 

It  is  maintained  by  many  officers  of  the  marine  corps,  that  their  corps  forms  a  part  of  the  army  of 
the  United  States,  and,  as  such,  is  riititl<Ml  tn  tlif  iKiicfit  of  all  the  laws  passed  in  relation  to  that  portion 
of  the  public  force.  This  opiniun  is  i.ndicatcd  cu  the  first  sentence  of  the  act  of  1798,  which  enacts 
"that,  in  addition  to  the  present  mililary  csLiMisliinciit,  there  shall  be  raised  and  organized  a  corps  of 
marines,"  &c.  The  milit;iry  ostal'lislimrnt.  tli.v  say,  is  the  army,  and  a  corps  in  addition  to  the  military 
establishment  must  lie  a  paVt  <<(  Uw  army,  'i'liis  ((instruction,  they  maintain,  is  strengthened  by  the  third 
section  of  the  art,  which  dcrlarcs  that  the  ihhirlniu'nt  of  the  corps  of  mai'iues  "shall  be  made  to  serve 
on  board  the  public  ships,"  ami  tliat  "  iln'  rrcsiilcnt  .if  the  United  States  may  detail  and  appoint  such  of 
the  officers  of  this  inaiiu.'  cnips  t.i  act  mi  iMianl  ih.'  frigates,"  &c.;  by  the  fnnrtli  section,  which  declares 
that  the  officers  ami  iihii  uI'  this  maiinc  ct.ips  •■  shall  take  the  same  oath,  and  shall  be  governed  by  the 
same  rules  and  articles  nf  war  as  arc  |ircscrilic(l  tor  tlie  military  establishment  ^^^  the  United  States,  and 
by  the  rules  for  tlic  re-nlatinn  nl  the  na\y  iK'reti.lere,  or  which  shall  be  established  bylaw,  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  service  in  which  they  shall  1h'  employed;"  and  by  the  sixth  section,  which  provides 
"that  the  marine  c.ir|is  estalilisheil  by  this  act  shall,  at  any  time,  be  liable  to  do  duty  in  the  forts  and 
garrisons  of  the  I'liiteil  States,  im  the  sea  coast,  or  any  other  duty  on  shore,  as  the  President  at  his  dis- 
cretion may  ilircci."  Tliat  the  marine  corps  is  military  in  its  character,  cannot  be  denied;  that  it  is  a 
"militari/  tsiiil,/i.<liiiirii/."  I  am  not  disposed  to  controvert;  but  that  it  is  not  a  part  i  f  that  "  militarii  estab- 
lishment'' nsiially  called  the  "army,"  is,  I  think,  sufficiently  apparent  from  its  history,  its  objects,  its 
organization,  and  the  circumstances  which  surround  it. 

The  first  marine  corps  was  established  by  the  Continental  Congress,  in  1115.  (See  U.  S.  Laws,  vol. 
1,  page  620-27.)  That  this  was  then  considered  a  part  of  the  naval  armament,  is  proven  by  the  manner 
in  which  it  is  introduced. 

Origin,  &c.,  of  the  naval  establishment  of  the  United  States. 

In  Coxgress,  November  10,  1775. 
Resolved,  That  two  battalions  of  marines  be  raised,  consisting  of  one  colonel,  two  lieutenant  colonels, 
two  majors,  and  other  officers,  as  usual  in  other  regiments,"  &c. 

Here  was  a  "military  establishment,"  corresponding  in  organization  with  a  regiment  in  the  army; 
yet  it  was  considered  a  part  of  the  naval  establishment,  and  was  so  treated  by  Congress  during-  the  revo- 
lutionary war.  It  had  then  special  duties  assigned  to  it  on  shore,  as  the  marine  corps  now  has,  as  appears 
by  the  following  resolution: 

In  Congress,  January  8,  1780. 

Resolved,  That  the  marines  of  the  navy  of  the  LTnited  States,  whilst  doing  garrison  duty,  be  allowed 
the  same  subsistence  money  as  is  allowed  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  line  of  the  army. 

After  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  the  marines  were  still  recognized  only  as  an  arm  of  the  naval 
force.  United  States  Laws,  vol.  2,  page  334,  there  is  "an  act  to  provide  a  naval  armament."  A  portion 
of  the  crew  of  each  forty-four  gun  ship  was  to  be  one  lieutenant  of  marines  and  fifty  marines,  and  of  each 
thirty-two  gun  shi|i  one  lieutenant  and  forty  marines.  United  States  Laws,  vol.  3,  page  5,  there  is 
another"  act  providinu'  a  naval  armament,"  passed  July  1st,  1797.  It  assigns  two  lieutenants  and  fifty 
marines  to  eacli  forty  lonr  -nn  ship,  and  one  lieutenant  and  forty  marines  to  each  thirty-six  gun  ship. 
Next  comes  the  act  of  .Inly  lltli,  1798.  United  States  Laws,  vol.  3,  page  95-97,  "An  act  for  establishing 
and  organizing  a  marine  corps."  It  may  be  asserted  and  maintained,  that  the  only  object  of  this  act  was 
to  furnish  a  more  convenient  mode  of  supplying  the  public  vessels  with  marines  than  had  heretofore 
existed.  It  had  been  the  custom  to  assign  to  each  ship  a  certain  number  of  marines,  by  act  of  Congress, 
many  of  whom,  as  a  matter  of  course,  must  be  wholly  ignorant  of  the  discipline  and  duties  to  which 
they  were  subjected.  This  act  provided,  in  lieu  of  that  system,  a  standing  disciplined  corps,  from  which 
the  President  was  to  order  a  sufficient  quota  of  marines  for  every  vessel  which  might  be  directed  to  sail 
upon  the  public  service. 

The  name  itself  designates  the  object  of  the  corps.  It  was  called  the  marine  corps — the  sea  corps — 
a  corps  for  sea  service.  It  was  a  military  establishment,  in  addition  to  the  existing  military  establishment, 
but  it  was,  nevertheless,  designed  for  sea  service — "  an  arm  of  naval  force."  If  this  was  not  the 
character  and  object  of  tlie  corps,  what  means  the  following  provison  in  the  2d  section  of  the  act? 

"And  the  enlistments  which  shall  be  made  by  virtue  hereof,  may  be  for  the  term  of  three  years, 
subject  to  be  discharged  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  by  the  ceasing  or  repeal  of  this  laic,  pro- 
viding for  a  naval  armament." 

Is  it  possible  that  a  corps  whose  very  existence  depended  on  that  of  the  "  naval  armaments,"  was 
not  considered  as  "  an  arm  of  the  naval  force,"  but  a  part  of  the  army?  This  provision  is  of  itself 
conclusive  that  the  Congress  of  1798  considered  the  marine  corps  as  a  part  of  the  navy,  and  not  of  the 
army.  That  they  merely  intended  to  substitute  one  system  of  furnishing  the  public  ships  with  marines 
for  another,  is  clearly  proved  by  the  3d  section,  which  begins  as  follows: 

"That  detachments  of  the  corps  of  marines,  hereby  authorized,  shall  be  made  in  lieu  of  the 
respective  quotas  of  marines  which  have  been  established  or  authorized  for  the  frigates  and  other  armed 
vessels  and  galleys,  which  shall  be  employed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  the  President  may 
detach  and  appoint  such  of  the  officers,"  &c. 

Previously,  Congress  had  themselves  assigned  quotas  of  the  marine  officers  and  privates  to  each 
vessel:  by  this  act  they  created  a  permanent  corps,  and  authorized  the  President  to  assign  detachments 
to  each  vessel  at  his  discretion. 
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There  ar,.  si.\-|.ral  other  acts,  which  speak  of  the  marines  as  belonging  to  the  navy  of  the  United 
States;  and  1  may  vi.|iture  to  say,  there  is  not  an  instance,  from  the  first  resolution  of  the  Continental 
Congress  to  the  last  act  of  Congress  of  the  United  States,  in  which  they  are  spoken  of  as  belonging  to 
the  army,  or  of  the  army,  or  otherwise  connected  with  the  army,  than  in  doing  duty  on  shore  by  special 
order  of  the  President. 

If  they  belong  to  the  army,  and  not  to  the  navy,  why  are  they  not  subjected  to  the  orders  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  instead  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy?     Why  are  ;dl  the  appropriations  for  their  pay- 
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nient  and  support  made  in  acts  for  the  support  of  tbe  navy  of  the  United  States?  Why  are  their  accounts 
settled  with  those  of  the  navy,  and  not  with  those  of  the  army?  Why  are  their  grades  of  office  different 
from  those  of  the  army?  Why  cannot  officers  in  the  marine  corps  be  promoted  in  the  army,  and  officers 
of  the  army  in  the  marine  corps?  Why  is  there  a  provision  relative  to  brevets  in  the  marine  corps, 
different  from  that  existing  in  the  army?  Why  is  not  the  marine  corps  divided  into  companies,  and 
organized  into  a  regiment  or  regiments  like  the  army?  Why  are  they  not  subject  to  the  orders  of  the 
commander-in-chief,  and  the  generals  and  ccjlonels  of  the  army?  Why  have  they  a  separate  stafi"?  There 
is  but  one  correct  answer  to  all  these  questions,  and  many  more  which  might  be  propounded.  They  are 
not  a  part  of  the  army.  They  are  an  arm  of  the  naval  force,  in  many  respects  independent,  but  created 
for  the  naval  service.  They  form  a  cnsiiU'raMe  portion  of  every  ship's  crew  which  is  ordered  into  the 
service,  and  are  as  effectually  a  jjniti'in  uf  ihc  naval  force  as  the  seamen  themselves. 

I  do  not  think,  therefore,  tlic  iiusiiioii,  tliat  the  marine  corps  forms  a  part  of  the  army,  can  be  main- 
tained. But,  if  it  idiiUl,  thi-  rMiixiiuiii.cs  ill  many  respect  would  be  the  same.  It  is  in  the  power  of 
Congress  to  legit;latc  in  ivlatii.ii  tn  any  paiiirnlar  corps  or  regiment  of  the  army,  and  their  legislation, 
as  far  as  it  goes,  is  valid  and  c.in.  liisi\  a.  Tlicy  have  legislated  for  the  marine  corps  specifically,  and 
those  acts  must  cdnstiintc  tlic  oidc  Wm  iis  oiuanization  and  payment,  until  superseded  or  repealed. 

There  is  aiintlifi  ur.aind  i.n  width  s  MiiM' (if  the  officers  claim  all  the  allowances  which  have  been 
made  to  them.  Esiim  itcs  ti>  cmmi-  iIhsc  allowances  have  been  annually  made  out,  in  pursuance  of  which 
Congress  has  apinoin  iatid  ihc  iiiniii\ .  fhis,  they  maintain,  is  a  sanction  of  the  allowances  by  Congress. 
Congress  has  cniilidiiur  that  thr  (xt  nitive  officers  will  do. their  duty.  The  only  legitimate  object  of  an 
estimate,  is  tn  nhiain  linni  the  It- islative  body  th^ieans  of  executing  existing  laws.  The  estimates 
form  no  ])art  of  thr  la\vs.  ikh-  arc  tiny  a  proper  gmde  in  the  expenditure  of  public  money.  The  first 
object  of  till'  acciHintinL;-  olllrcis  is  tn  ascertain  whether  any  given  species  of  public  service  is  authorized 
or  requiriMl  hy  law;  tin-  next.  wh.  thcr  any  mnncy  has  l.^cn  appropriated  to  pay  for  it.  If  the 
service  he  antlini  i/.,m1,  and  tln'  niuiii'y  aii|iiM|niat(Ml,  tlim  they  are  bound  to  pay  for  the  service. 
They  cannot  hmk  in  the  (>■///,,(//. s  to  di-tcrininc  what  is  law.  Unless  there  be  pre-existing  laws 
authorizing-  the  disliiuscnii'nt.  the  a]iiii-iiiiriation  bill  itself  must  point  out  the  specific  object  of  each 
appropriation  to  justiiy  tin-  paymiMit  of  money.  Many  regular  allowances  have  been  made  to  the  ofiBcers 
of  the  marine  curps,  which  have  mvcr  been  authorized  or  specified  by  any  act  of  Congress,  although 
they  have  been  included  in  the  estimates.     For  these,  it  seems  to  me,  there  is  no  lawful  authority. 

But  it  cannot  be  necessary  to  combat  this  position,  until  it  is  attempted  to  be  maintained  that  the 
estimates  form  a  part  of  the  laws,  and  ought  to  be  inserted  in  the  statute  book. 

I  have  thus  given  you,  sir,  with  some  prolixity,  everything  material  which  has  occurred  to  me  in 
support  of  the  positions  I  have  taken,  relative  to  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  the  marine  corps.  Princi- 
ples of  much  moment  are  involved  in  the  issue.  Can  the  Executive,  without  the  consent  of  Congress, 
authorize  any  fixed  and  regular  allowance,  increasing  the  emoluments  which  Congress  has  attached  to 
public  officers  or  public  services  by  law?  The  affirmation,  it  seems  to  me,  can  only  be  supported  by  con- 
structions, which  are  more  dangerous,  because  they  place  a  power,  important  to  the  preservation  of  liberty, 
in  the  hands  of  those  who  have  no  direct  responsibility  to  the  people.  If  a  system  be  bad,  let  Congress 
give  us  another;  if  it  be  defective,  let  Congress  mend  it.  Now  is  the  time  to  return  to  first  principles; 
to  brush  away  the  mistakes  and  abuses  of  years;  to  renew  the  obliterated  line  between  Executive  and 
legislative  powers;  to  banish  constructions,  and  especially  those  wiiich  accumulate  power  in  the  Execu- 
tive head;  to  infuse  into  the  government  a  principle,  a  tone,  and  an  energy,  which  shall  last  at  least  for 
a  generation. 

From  accumulated  constructions  and  allowances,  it  has  resulted  that  the  ofiicers  of  the  marines 
receive  greater  emoluments  when  at  home,  than  when  upon  the  most  arduous  and  dangerous  foreign 
service.  Every  indnci'mfnt  which  love  nf  money,  ease,  and  luxury,  can  present  to  the  mind  of  man,  is 
held  out  to  them  to  a\(>id  eiii)doyni('iit  in  our  luiblic  ships.  Here  are  nine  officers,  some  of  whom  cannot 
be  sent  to  sea,  and  others  maintain  they  oiiuht  not  to  be,  who  have  received  about  $22,000  per  year. 
There  is  generally  the  u-reatest  pay  when  there  is  the  least  service.  Can  it  be  expected,  under  such 
circnmstanees,  that  oiir  public  officers  will  long  inaiiitain  that  lii-di  sen.se  of  honor  and  that  diginterested 
patriotism  w  hieh  are  essential  to  the  efficiency  of  the  na\y  a.nd  the  defence  of  the  countrj'?  With  what 
rehu'taiKa'  \\\\\  they  embark  on  long  cruises,  and  he  sejiaraied  lor  years  from  family  and  friends,  when 
they  reflect  that  their  country,  as  if  in  mockery  of  their  ,irivations,  adds  greater  emoluments  to  all  those 
domestic  blessings  enjoyed  by  drones  at  honie'.''  it  ninst  he  lelt  by  them  as  a  wrong,  the  efiect  of  which 
roust  be  to  destroy  their  love  for  active  ser\  ice  and  cool  their  |iatriotism.  On  the  other  hand,  if  increased 
emoluments  attended  arduous  service,  and  drones  were  left  to  fare  as  drones  ought,  every  good  and 
glorious  feeling  of  the  brave  would  be  formed  into  active  exercise,  and  instead  of  seeking  excuses  to 
escape  from  duty,  all  would  press  forward  for  honorable  employment. 

Being  new  in  public  office,  and  heretofore  but  little  conversant  with  the  subjects  which  it  has  been 
my  duty  to  investigate,  I  may  have  imbibed  errors  in  my  detail,  although  I  am  confident  in  the  correct- 
ness of  my  general  principles.  If  my  opinions  shall  lead  to  investigations  which  will  redound  to  the 
interest  and  honor  of  the  country,  my  object  will  he  attained.  No  man  will  with  more  alacrity  than 
myself  retract  a  discovered  error,  or  submit  to  a  better  judgment. 

I  send  yon,  herewith,  such  iiajters  belong-ing  to  my  office  as  may  aid  you  in  your  investigations, 
together  -^vith  statements  and  aiumneiits  handed  me  by  several  oflBcers  of  the  marine  corps.  These  gentle- 
men have  expressed  to  ine  a  wish  that  the  legal  questions  involved  should  be  submitted  to  the  Attorney 
General. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  AMOS  KENDALL. 

Hon,  Secretary  of  the  ^avy, 
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21stCokgress.]  No.   424.  [1st  Session. 

EXPLANATION    OF  THE   ACCOUNTS   AND   VOUCHERS   OF  MILES  KING,  AS  NAVY   AGENT 
AT  NORFOLK,  VIRGINIA. 

COjntUXICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES,    MAY    21,     1830. 

Navy  Department,  3£ay  27,  1830. 
Sir:  I  Iiave  tlie  lionor,  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  15th 
instant,  callinu'  tVir  certain  information  in  relation  to  the  accounts,  &c.,  of  Miles  King,  late  navy  agent  at 
Norfolk,  Va.,  tn  incscnt  the  accompanying  report  of  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  containing  part 
of  theinfoniiiiiinu  .ill.d  lur. 

cd,  marked  A,  copies  of  certain  vouchers  presented  to  the  Department  by  the 
'  ]«'<•][  rejected;  on  each  of  vs'hich,  respectively,  is  given  the  reasons  for  their 
,■  the  Di.piuinient. 

(iiis  iissiuiied  (in  these  vouchers  for  their  rejection,  it  may  be  proper  to  state, 
n  a  part  nl'  them,  that  the  salary  of  a  navy  agent  is  limited,  by  law,  to  $2,000 
inns  all,. wed  te  the  a--ent,  .iv.T'aii.l  almvi"  this  anioinit,  are  intended  to  cover 
■cessaiilv  iiicuireil  in  tli<'  cliscliari;-e  ef  the  duties  i  if  his  effice  for  clerk  hire,  office 
111  the  vi'iiicheis  alliKled    to  if  apiMais  that    the  demands  of  Mr.  King  to   cover 

ide  IV time  t.i  time,  allowed    liy  the  resiMM-tive  S.Tivt aries,  and   flie   several 

sums  cari'ieil   tu  his  ,Te,lit  .m   the   Imuks,,!'  the  Treasiirv.      After  a  lapse  uf  fV ten   tn  thirteen   vears, 

these  char-es  fnr  cl.'rk  liiic.  .*v;.-..  aiv  leiimduced,  and  tli(''  it.'iiis  cnnsiden.l.l v  increased  in  aniniint. 

In  answer  tn  that  part  nf  the  lesnlutim,  whieh  calls  Inr  inlnniiatinii  a's  l<i  the  manner  in  which  Mr. 
King  has  kept  liis  accounts,  ami  maile  his  mniiilily  and  quarteily  returns,  it  may  \<r  pii'inised  that  the  law- 
requires  the  navy  agent  to  make  (jiiarterly  ri'tiinis  of  his  accounts  to  the  Treasury  I  »i'partiiient;  and  that 
these  shall  be  accomiianied  by  "  vniichers  necessary  to  the  correct  and  prompt  settlement  thereof,"  and  it 
is  required  that  mnntldy  returns  shall  he  made  tn  the  Si/crelary  of  the  Navy  nl'tlie   "moneys  received  and 

This  regiilatinii  eiialili's  ilii'  Seia'etarynf  tlii'Na\y  tn  remit  tn  the  a-cnt  the  sums  necessary  for  a 
prompt  compliance  with  all  cniitracfs  entered  iiitn  by  the  Xavy  Department,  and  to  limit  the  advances  to 
the  agent,  so  that  au  unnecessary  and  large  amount  of  money  may  not  be  left  in  his  hands.  The  monthly 
returns  of  Mr.  King  were  not  made  in  conformity  to  these  requirements  of  the  law.  Requisitions  were  made 
upon  the  Department  in  the  early  part  of  May,  1829,  for  a  considerable  amount  of  money,  when  the 
monthly  return  for  April  showed  that  lie  had  in  his  hands  lai'ge  balances,  applicable  to  the  same  objects 
for  whi.h  his  re.|uisii  ions  wcie  drawn.  An  explanation  was  asked  of  this  variance  between  his  requisi- 
tions and  return        See  letwr  of  i:;ili  of  May,  1829.)     No  satisfactory  explanation  was  given. 

It  was  then  ileianed  |irnper  tn  ixaniine  into  the  state  of  his  accounts  with  the  Treasury,  from  which 
it  appeared  that  whilst  the  return  to  that  Department,  to  the  30th  June,  1829,  exhibited  a  balance  to  be 
due  from  Mr.  King  to  the  ITnited  States  of  $25,568.85,  the  monthly  returns  to  the  Navy  Department, 
ending  nn  the  same  day,  stated  a  balance  to  be  due  from  the  United  States  to  him  of  $20,065.11,  making 

adilTereUce  between  tlicse  returns  of  >^4:.,  fi.^lMXc 

A  fiii'ilier  invi'sti-'atinii  of  this  .^nlijeei  dexi 'loped  the  two  following  facts: 

Firsl/i/.  I'hat  iIk'  iiiniitlily  returns  nf  the  N.ivy  Department,  from  the  year  1822,  never  did  agree 
with  til"  returns  made  m  the  Treasury-  L'cparlinent  Jbr  the  same  time  and  same  purposes. 

Si-rntiilhj.  That  tliey  invariably  siiowcd  a  smaller  balance  against  Mr.  King  than  was  proven  to  be 
the  iact  liy  his  settlements  with  the  Treasury  Department.     The  importance  of  these  disagreements  will 

be  liefer  uiiilerst I   when  it  is  kept  in  mind  th.it  the  quarterly  returns  are  made  to  the  Treasury  for 

sotth'ineiit,  while  the  iiioiillily  returns  to  the  Xavy  D<'i>artmeiit  are  si atemi'iits  upon  wliicii  advances  are 
to  he  made  to  the  aui'ic.  It'  c-aii  scarcely  he  iiec.'ssary  tn  remark  that  if  the  accniinls  nf  the  agent  con- 
tained  a  cnrrect    representat  i. I    the  Ir'ansacliniis  nf' his  ntlice.  the    three   nmntlily   returns   to  the  Navy 

Department  sh.iuld  a-ive  with  th<'  .piarterly  returns  made  tn  the  Treasury  De'partmeiit  for  the  same 
period.     This  was  fonii.l  In  he  the  f.nt  with  the  returns  of  the  other  principal  agents. 

The  i.aper  marked  i;.ni,i;uhs  a  synnpsis  of  these  discrepancies,  from  1822  to  June  the  30th,  1829. 
This  dncunient  slmws  that  Mr  Kiic  I'lad,  for  the  last  seven  years  (wnth  the  exception  of  a  short  time 
prece.lin-   his    removal    from    oflie,.,  i  retained    in  his  hands,  unacknowledged  to  the  Navy  Depart  iiient,  an 

the  amount  of  the  re.piisiiions  made  upon  the  Deparlinenl  liy  .Mr.  Kin-  from  tliellil,  nf  .\|.-,ytntlie  5th 
of  August,  ISiil);  and  it  al.su  shows,  as  a..-curalely  as  cuuld  'be  dcterniini'd,  the  amour t  necessary  to  meet 
the  expenses  for  the  naval  service  at  that  station  for  the  same  period,  exhibiting  overdrafts  upon  the 
Navy  Department,  amounting  to  about  $53,427.03. 

Of  the  claims  which  have  been  set  uj)  against  the  Department  by  others,  growing  out  of  Mr.  King's 
agency,  the  prin.'ipal  is  one  to  the  amount  of  §40,144,17,  made  by  the  United  States  Bank  at  Norfolk, 
Va,,  tor  advanci's  prnfi  ssid  tn  have  been  made  In  tlii'  ai^ciit  ■'snleiy  on  government  account."  The  cor- 
respond.mce  arising  iVoiii  which  is  li.a-ewith  pivsimled,  markeil  It.    '  _  ■ 

I'nder  no  \ie\v  of  the  case  \vas  tl]e  claim  deemed  admissible.  The  navy  agent  had  received  no 
autlmriiy  tn  boriow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  nor  was  the  bank  warranted  in  assuming 
the  ri-h't  nf  determining  when  the  public  service  demanded  advances  to  be  made  to  its  agents — a  discre- 
tion which  the  act  of  31st  of  January,  1823,  declares  shall  be  exercised  "  under  the  special  direction  of 
the  I'resident  nf  tli.'  United  States," 

The  assiimiitinn  nf  such  discretion  by  the  bank  has  thrown  upon  that  institution  this  debt  of 
$40,144.17,  from  which  tlmy  haxc  asked  to  be  relieved. 

Had  the  right  of  the  bank  to  make  these  advances  been  sanctioned  by  the  Department,  this  default 
of  Mr.  King  would  have  fallen  upon  the  United  States  Treasury. 

Copies  of  the  correspondence  called  for  will  also  be  found  with  the  papers  herewith  transmitted, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  JNO,  BRANCH, 

The  Hon.  Andrew  Stevenson,  Speaker  of  tlie  Huuse  of  Representatives. 
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Treasury  Departmlnt,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  January  6,  1830. 

Sii;;  \  .1'  ■  Icih  V  nf  vcsici'day,  refcrriiio-  to  iiic  the  note  of  llir  I'lv^iiloit.  ;ic<-.Mii].aiivino-  several  vouch- 
v=r,s  in  the  ar.-.mnt  ..i. Miles  Iviii-'Esq.,  iM.rtii.ns  cf  wliicli  luivi'  Ik'.^ii  siis|h.ii,1ci1  Ky  tlir  Second  Comptroller, 
and  rei.nesiiii,--  lui'  ■•  to  furnish  tlie  Deiuirtiiii'iit  with  sneh  cxi.hniati.His  as  my  kii(i\vled--e  of  this  .account, 
deri\<"'.   ;i(.ni  a  recent  examination,  niav  eiialilc  nie  [n  ^ivr,"  has  liccii  received. 

h  ;iiH,e;,is  tliatMr.  T.  Graham,  .if  Xnrf..lk,  nil  th<.  :ilsl  .lay  uf  |)..c,-mi.er,  1827,  entered  into  a  con- 
tra, i  Willi  .Miles  King,  navy  agent,  acliin;-  .ni  lu'lialf  nf  tli.'  Nav\  ('.>iiiiiiissi.)iii'rs,  to  furnish  such  supplies 
„f  navy  l.i-.M.l  at  (l.ispnrt,  Va.'.'as  mi-lit  \h-  n.,|iiiiv,l  .luriii-  the  year  1S2S,  at  tlie  price  of  $2.87|  per  one 
liiiinlred   ]).iiiii.ls.     'I'll.'  aci'eiii|iaiiyiii--   \(iu.-li.  is,  i'.  :!,  an. I   t,  |iiir|)ort  to  be  for  bread  delivered  in  pnrsu- 

aiii r  this  .■.iiitr.ict,  .liiiiii;.:-  th.'  meiiths    of   Nuv.-iiiliei-   ami    December,    1828.     On   compai'iug  the  price 

charge. 1  ami  i-.'.'ei|i|i'.l  Im-  w  iili  tli.'  .■eiiliact,  ex. ay  itiaii,  e.xeept  the  first,  in  No.  3,  appeared  to  be  over- 
cliarg(^d  Sl.'.iT.',  [i.T  hiimlr.'.l  ]hiiiii.U,  . a' Si ,  t:;'.i..'i."i  in  all.  This  excess  was  accordingly  suspended,  and 
Mr.  king  .'all.'.l  mi  lu.-  e.x|ilaiiat  ions. 

In  his  re]ilv,  a.l.lr.'ss.'.l  \<i  m.'  iiml.a-  .late  ..f  .luiie  -i,  1829,  he  says:  "  I  enclose  extracts  of  letters  from 
the  Navy  ('..iiimissi..mTs,  all. .win-  .Mr.  (iraham  .snn,rll,i„r/  nrlditioiinl  on  tli(>  pnc'  of  his  bread,  in  cmm:- 
quenrc  ofhn.  Iu,n,<i  .<,,  inn.'li  h,,  lin.  ami   in  s,.m.'  me.asuiv  ewiiig  |..  its  ,„,l    beii,,^'  r.Mvived  ulam  iva.lv." 

The  first  ..xtra.'t  l-.'ar^  .laf  I  ).v,.ml...i-  (Uli,  ]S:2S,  an. I  savs:  ■'  Tli.'  ( '.  Miimis.iM,,ei  s  have  iv.-..|v.m1  a  let- 
ter from  Mr.  Craham,  iiilermin-  tli.aim.f  tin-  l.i.ss  of  his  bak.  ■-li..n.s,.s,  ami  ,1„.  ,l,.s,  rm-li.m  of  .V2,:,1U)  pnnnds 
of  navy  bread,  wiiich  had  1.,'eii  j.reiiare.l  fer  the  ( ;  iierri.Te;  they  liav.'  .leci.l.Mi  t.i  allow  him  for  this  bread 
tlie  same  terms  as  state. 1  in  their  l.'tter  t.i  v.m  of  the  14th  nit.,  u|ion  v.iur  receiving  satisfactory  evidence 
that  this  <piantitv  has  Imm.ii  pre|,ar.'.l  ,ui.l.>r  the  n.,inisiti..ii." 

The  oth.  r  .'xtra.-i  is  .lat.'.l  N,.v.aiib.'r  14,  IS'jy,  ami  says:  '■  In  c.,nse.|iiem-e  ..fllie  rise  in  the  price  of 
Hour  sin.'.,  eir.as  te  rumisli  navv  brea.l  lor  IS-J'.)  w.av  ma.l'...  th.'  bak.as  -..iierallv  have  witli.li-awn  their 
<,ifers.  M'.'  liav.'  ha.l  an  a-iv.ammt  willi  a  baker  in  P.ail  im.,|-e,  iipnii  tli.'  lull,, win-  t-aaiis,  yi/,:  (.'onsider- 
in-  the  pri.-..  ..f  siii.,Tlim'  ll.air  t..  be  six  dollars  p,_.r  barrel,  tli.ai  tli.'  price  .-f  brea.l  ma.l.'  of  iin.'  Hour  ami 
the  best  iiii.hllin-s,  in  .'.pial  piopml  i.iiis,  to  be  three  and  a  half  c.aits  per  iioiiml,  increasing  the  i)rice 
fortv-live  .-cuts  p,i-  ,,n.'  Iiiimliv.l  p.ain.ls  for  every  dollar  th.'  pri.-e  ..f  ll..ur  may  imavas,'  ab.ive  six  d..llar,s, 
an.l'diMlm-tin-  lorty-live  cents  [.er  .me  hundred  pounds  for  evta-y  dollar  the  price  of  Hour  may  fall  below 
six. I. .liars."  '  " 

.Mr.  K  iiig's  statement  wa",  that  the  Commissioners  had  allowed  Mr.  Graham  something  additional  in 
till'  jiriri'  1)/'  Ill's  tiread,  in  consequence  of  his  losing  so  much  by  fire;  but  the  evidence  produced  to  sustain 
this  slat. ■imail.  showed  that  the  (lommissioners,  instead  of  al'lowing  a  higher  price  for  the  bread  which 
mi-Ill  be  arliiallii  drlirrrrd  in  1Sl>S,  deciil.Ml  t.i  jiav  Mr.  (Jraliani  f.ir  fri, ;-)(»()  p.aimis  of  bread  which 
had  hrrn  r,,ns,nnr'd  !,,,  /irr.  a.-cer.lin-  1..  Ih.'  t.'rm-<  .,f  a'  .•..iilract  nia.l.'  ler  tli.'  supplies  ,,f  1829.  The  evi- 
deiic.-  a.l.lii.'e.i,  therefoiv,  .li.l  not  apply  to  llie  y.Micf.as,  whi.-li  were  n.it  tor /<(/;•/(/  /;/vaf/,  but  for  bread 
actaaUy  drlirm-d. 

To  obtain  further  light  on  this  subject,  I  addressed  a  n.ite  to  the  Navy  Commissioners,  requesting 
copies  of  all  the  letters  which  had  passed  on  the  subject.  In  reply,  1  received  the  papers  marked  1,  2,  3, 
and  4,  cuitaining  the  same  information  T  had  received  from  Mr.  K  ing,  an.l  imtliing  iiinre.  The  letter  of  the 
Cinimissioiiers  savs:  "  It  is  pr.ip.'r  t.i  state,  that  tli.'  alt. 'rati. ai  .if  pri.-.'  was  iiia'.l.'  by  the  board,  in  con- 
si.l.'rali.ai  of  th,'  -r.-at  ris..  ..f  Ifmr.  ami  the  pe.-iiliar  har.lship  of  :\lr.  Ciaham's  situation  from  the  loss  of 
so  large  a  .|uaiiti'ty  ..f  brea.l,  iva.ly  lor  .l.'liyery." 

N<it  the  slightest  I'vidunce  was  contained  in  any  communicati.m  from  .Mr.  King,  or  th.'  Canmission- 
crs,  of  their  i'\-er  liaxing  authorized  "  any  alteration  in  price"  in  r.'lation  to  am-  br.'a.l  wliii'h  mi-lit  be 
delivere.l  .lurin-  th.'  year  1828.  It  only  appeared  that  they  had  authori/..'.l  a'.|uantit v  t.i  be  paid  for, 
which  was  iH'v.'r  .l.'li'v.'r.-.l.  an.l  never  cail.l  be,  at  a  pri.-e  higher  than  tli.'  caitract  price. 

Fr.aii  all  lli.'  .'ir.'iimsl  aii.'.'s,  an.l  the  pap.'is  umler  .-onsi.lerali.iii,  1  was  l.'.l  t.i  the  conclusion  that 
some  .lini.'ully  was  hniml  in  IVamiiig  a  v.aiclu'r  lor  the  Imrnt  brea.l,  wlii.h  w.iiil.l  be  likely  to  pass  the 
acc.iiiniinu-  ..llicrs,  inasmu.'li  as  it  ould  not  bear  the  receipt  of  tli.'  naval  st..rek.'.'p.'i-,  nor  the  approval 
uf  th.'  c.immamliiig  oflicr;  that,  to  obviate  these  difficulties,  the  .le\  i.-e  ..faihling  the  |.ri.-e  ..fth.'  burnt 
br.'ail  to  th.'  lir.'ad  a.'iiiallv  .l.'livered,  was  resorted  to;  that  the  smrek.'.'p.'r  .-ensii  u.'.l  his  r.'.-.-ipt  as 
applying  t.i  th.'  -///,/////77  or  th.'  bread,  and  not  to  Uio  j) rice;  that  th,'  .'.immamling  oHii-.-r  .-.msulereil  liis 
aj. proved  as  .inlv  t.-mliii-  t..  alf-ct  the  obj.'ct  of  thi-  C.immissioners;  and  that,  in  this  indirect  manner,  Mr. 
Ciraham  was  t.i'b.'  .■ p.'iisate.l  \\,v  his  l.iss.'s. 

1  cann.it  .xpress  |.i..  sli.niglv  iiiv  r.'piigiiance  to  this  cov.'rt  mode  of  paying  away  the  public  money. 
Wh.i  colli. 1  suppose,  .III  hiokin-i  at'  thesi'  v.iii.hi'rs,  thai  any  porti.m  of '  them  was  desiii'ued  to  pay 
Mr.  Craham  f.ir  his  Imrnt  lir.-a.ir  If  th.'  aiilh.irilv  ..f  tin-  ( '.miinission.'rs  was  suth.-i.-nt  b.  justify  payment 
forth.'  burnt  lin-a.l,  it  was  siifli.'icnt  to  aiith.-ri/..'  a  .liiv.-t  payni.'iit.  Jlad  t  li.'s.'  v.mcla'rs  passed,  and 
Mr.  Ilraham  ha.l  c ■  th.-  m-xl  .lav  with  th.'  I.'lt.'r  ..f  th,'  ( ',.nimissi,,iiers  in  his  han.l,  ami  .1,'iiianded  pay- 
ni.'iit b.r  th,'  .">•_>, r,()(»  pniimis  of  br.'a.I  .-.msiim.'.l  bv  lir.-,  li..w  coiil.l  we,  adiiiittin-  the  yali. lily  of  their 
all.iwam-.',  liav,'  ivliis  ■,!  paviii,  nt?  Then'  is  n.it  an  I'llliishm  in  vom-lu-rs  i',  :!,  ami  4,  to  burnt  bread.  On 
th.'  CMiilrarv,  IIl'  aiicuiiits  cliar-,',1  are  annex. •.!,  at  a  .-rtaiii  rat,'  per  10(1  lbs.  t..o//,e/-  brea.l,  which  was 
arlinilh/  drhrcrrd  int..  th."  piilili,'  s|..r,'.  Tlii'v  w.nil.l  11. it  c.  msi  itut,'  aiiv  bar  in  law,  or  in  connnon  sense, 
t.i  Mr.'tirahanrs  .-laim  Ibr  burnl   br.'a.I,  alhiw.'il  by  lli.-  l,'tt,'r  ..f  tli.-  ( '.mimissi.iuers. 

Mr.  Ring  has  n.ii  v.'l  pr,i.liic,'.l  any  aiiilioritv  \'\-'<\>i  lli.'  ( '.immissioni'is  f.ir  making  these  overpay- 
ments. TIk'v  d,i,  in.l.'.'.'l,  say  t.i  him  in  I'h.'ir  h'tt.-r  .if  th,'  i^'.Hh  iilt.,  '•  lu  th.'  payment  of  Mr.  C(mtrac!:or 
(h-aham,  you  cmipli.'.l  with  th.'  insi  ni.-l  i.  ms  of  th.'  b.iar.I."  WIutv  an-  tli.is;.  ^'  inslra, ■lions?-'  They 
have  ney.A-  been  sulmiitte,!  to  m,-,  ami  !  liii.l  tlmni  mh  aimiii-  th.'  pap.'rs  .submil  l.-d  t.i  th.'  I'n'si.Ieiit.  In 
their  letter  to  m.'  .if  th.'  I'SUli  .luii.',  th,'  ('.imiiiissi,m.'rs  say,  ■'Th.'se  (Craliam's  l.'tter  an.l  the  Cmmis- 
sioners'  letters  l,i  Mr.  Kin-,  niark..l  i',  :).  an.l  4)  .'iiibra.-.' '  all  th.'  .-,,i  r.'sp.ui.l.'n,-.'  .m  this  .i.-.-asioii,  in 
relation  t.i  tlm  pri.-e  pai.I  .Mi-,  (n-aham  Ibr  th,-  br.'a.I  t.i  whi,-h  v.uir  lelfr  n-b'rs."  Tlu-s,'.  ,-,,iis,.,pi,'iitly, 
are  all  th.'  ■- iiisira.-ti.nis  "  -iv.-n  t.i  .Mr.  Kin-  upon  th.'  subi,',-!.  I  ,-,inless  I  caiin.u  liml  in  th.-m  the 
slightest  allusi,, 11  In  III,.  In-.'-ad  iii.'iitioii,',l  in  tli.'s.'  v.im'hers.'  They  a^iiiear  t,i  m.'  to  relate  wholly  to 
another  parcel  of  bread,  which  was  consuiii.-.l  by  lire. 

If  tlic  instructions  of  the  Commissi. ui. 'is,  .lin '.I  ing  payment  for  bread  delivered,  at  a  price  higher 
than  stipulated  in  the  contract,  were  iirodm-.'d,  th.'U  the  grave  question  would  present  itself,  whether 
the  Commissioners  have  authority  by  private  letters  to  alter  contracts  which  have  been  made  after 
public  advertisement  in  the  manner    prescribed  by  law?     If  they  can,  the  law  which   requires  them  to 
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contract  after  public  advertisement,  i 

are  produced,  audit  is  uniK'ccss.nv  t' 

The  naked  truth  is,  tlir  nviHi;, 

his  losses  by  fire.     He  had   no  rl.tiw, 


n  market,  is  a  nullity.     But  no  such  instructions 

hers  were  intended  to  indemnify  Mr.  Graham  for 
fnr  indemnity,  leg-al  or  equitable.     Contractor.s 


!/ard.     Un 


man  jjlacii 
To  pa, 
charitable 
Navy,  or  e 
to  relievo  ■ 
could  indi/i 


■nt  for  5: 
for  deliv 
latelv,  n 


1.     He 

1,500  lbs 


l.s 


fault 


Mr. 


■•■hi 


11(1 


the 


-Mr. 


■aha 


til.' 


it  to  you,  that  on  the  1th  November  I 
lnva<ir..r  ih,.  Ciiitrd  Stairs  frigate  Guerriere,  which,  on  the  14th 
III  ihr  iiirlrniriir.i  nt'  fl,r  inri/jipr  M'ffs  prrvcnfed  from  sending  it  to  the 
'f  til-  I'.llh  nit.,  my  two  bakcli„nses  wnv  cuusuuhmI  1,v  iu'r.  with  all 
\uAr  runirm.  uf  tl,..  oth.T,  aiiin,,.-  ul,i,-l,  th.av  w,,v  s:^s  barrels  of 
^.-.(1(1  lbs.  uf  whirl,  was  pr,.|,a,T,l  iu  r,  m.pba,,.-,.  witl,  tl,.  al.,ve  requi- 
itiartrd  fur  this  brra.l,  and  it  had  thus  b,-,.,,  d<.stn,y,.d  bH. .redelivery, 
WMiihl  he  have  been  bound  in  equity  or  law  to  pay  fur  it?  Every 
lit  the  g-overnment  must  answer  this  question  in  the  neg-ative. 
I  ad,  was,  therefore,  an  act  of  mere  charity.  Who  has  a  right  to  be 
lie  treasury?  Have  the  Navy  Commissioners,  or  the  Secretary  of  the 
s  bei'ii  d.uibted  whether  Congress  itself  possessed  the  rightful  power 
srtainly  nothing  short  of  that  power 


m  Alexandria: 


Inhne,  1  ennsj.l.r  thcsr   pay nts  {,,   .Mr   Graham   as  bad  in  principle,  and  worse  in  mode.     The 

Executive  ai,d  i,,ii,ist,Tia]  oHircis  ,,t'  the  -■oM',i,i,ient  have  no  right  to  be  charitable  at  the  expense  of  the 
public;  mueli  l.ss  are  tliey  tu  be  eoiint.naneed  in  concealing  their  charities  under  the  forms  of  legal  and 
regular  allowances.  The  mind  can  hardly  conceive  the  aggravated  abuses  to  which  such  precedents 
might  lead. 

I  do  not  doubt  that  the  Commissioners  have  acted  in  this  matter,  as  in  all  others,  with  honest 
motives.     But  1  diifer  witli  them  as  to  tlie  authority  for  their  act. 

Had  Mr.  King  paid  for  the  burnt  bicad,  directly,  it  might  have  been  doubted  whether  he  ought  not 
to  have  been  credited  npon  the  authority  pro,l,n-ed.  But  he  claims  nothing  paid  in  pursuance  of  that 
authority.  He  knew  the  terii,s  of  (iraliai,i's  contract.  To  allow  him  credit  for  the  overcharges  contained 
in  these  vouchers  would  be  to  sanction  the  transaction  in  principle  and  in  mode.  As  one  Executive 
officer  I  am  averse  to  all  allowaiiees  under  false  or  unintelligible  names.  Let  the  people  see  what  is 
done  with  their  money.  When  we  ehoosc  to  pay  for  burnt  bread  or  for  burnt  houses  out  of  their  money, 
ht  to  know  it.  It  was,  therefore,  my  opinion,  and  still  is,  that  Mr.  King  ought  to  seek 
1  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  who  are  the  guardians  of  the  public  rnoney;  and  may, 
oper,  sanction  the  use  which  has  been  made  of  it  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Graham. 
■c  may  be  done  to  others,  and  nothing  more  nor  less  than  justice  to  myself,  I  feel  it  my 
lat  tl,ese  voui-jieis  had  passed  my  office  without  my  attention  having  been  called  to  them, 
igilance  which  now  pervades  the  office  of  the  Second  Comp- 


for  red  res 
if  thev  th 
That 
duty  to  St 
and  their 


■espe 


.  y 


to  be,  a  most  useful  o 
t  servant, 


3  of  revision. 


The  Secretary  of  the  Nuv>/. 


AMOS  KENDALL. 


The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  the  honor  of  submitting  to   the  President  the  accompanying  report 
from  the  Fourth  Auditor,  in  relation  to  the  rejected  vouchers  of  Miles  King,  late  navy  agent  at  Norfolk. 
Jancary  7,  1830. 


Washington,  February  17,  1830. 
Sir:  Mr.  King,  the  late  navy  agent  at  Norfolk,  has  met  with  some  difficulty  in  the  settlement  of  his 
account  with  the  United  States;  and,  conceiving  that  justice  has  not  been  done  him  by  the  Navy  Department, 
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errors  (i: 


he  has  called  upon  me,  as  one  of  his 
;elf  upon  this  subject,  and  of  obtaii 
I'  him.  My  leisure  has  not  permit 
count.  An  examination  of  the  doom 
e  accounting  officers  of  the  'J'reasni-; 
credits  which  he  claii,,s  in  tbo.^e  t\v> 
with  a  view  of  convcisi,,-  witl,  l,i,,, 
d.      T  therefore    suppose  thai    ,1   is  ,,o 
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approbation,  I  took  it  lor  granted  thai  the  iidnior  ollieers  ,.f  the  -o\  .i  iii,,cnl  eo,il,l  not  n 
anything  which  had  received  your  sauction,  or  correct  any  errors  whiel,  may  have  been 
such  a  settlement,  even  if  they  were  made  to  appear  ever  so  evidei,t  to  thi,,,,  without  your  expressed 
direction.  Hence,  I  have  felt  myself  constrained  to  make  this  ap|tlieatioi,  directly  to  you.  It  is  with 
great  reluctance  I  do  so,  because  I  know  well  how  much  you  are  burthened,  at  this  time,  with  concerns 
of  much  more  importance  to  the  public.  But  there  are  circumstances  connected  with  the  transaction, 
(which  I  will  explain  to  you  upon  some  other  occasion)  that  oblige  me  to  ask,  and,  in  my  opinion,  ought 
to  induce  you  to  give  your  attention  to  it,  as  speedily  as  your  convenience  will  permit. 

I  am  well  aware,  sir,  of  the  seeming  indecorunt  of  requesting  you  to  revise  any  official  opinion  which 
you  may  have  deliberately  formed  and  expressed;  nor  would  I  do  so  upon  any  ordinary  occasion.  But 
several  circumstances  exist  in  this  case,  which,  I  think,  will  induce  you  to  regard  it  as  an  exception  to 
the  general  and  proper  rule,  and  which  will  render  you  desirous,  and  not  averse,  to  re-examine  this  subject. 
I  will  briefly  state  some  of  these  circumstances,  as  my  apology  for  this  apparent  disrespect,  which,  I  hope 
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I  need  nf)t  say  to  you,  exists  in  appearance  merely.  AU  the  facts  which  the  documents  abundantly  prove 
to  constitute  this  case,  are  not  disclosed  in  that  upon  which  your  judgment  has  been  given.  An  existing 
case  has  thus  been  settled,  by  your  opinion,  upon  a  supposed  case  which  does  not  exist.  It  may  thus  well 
happen,  that  yuu  may  become,  unintentionally,  the  author  of  an  injury  to  one  whom  I  know  it  is  your 
wish  to  protect,  so  far  as  your  duty  will  permit  you  so  to  do.  Questions,  too,  arise  upon  the  facts  which 
are  stated  in  the  case  submitted  to  you,  that  never  occurred  from  any  <if  those  from  whose  decisions  the 
appeal  to  you  was  taken,  and  to  which  questions,  therefore,  your  attciitiim  \v:i,s  never  called.  A  result, 
similar  to  that  before  stated,  may  thus  also  be  produced.  And,  lastly,  tlir  <l<cision  given  in  this  case,  if 
adverse  to  the  present  applicant  (as  it  now  is),  will  surely  be  brought  under  the  examination  of  another 
department  of  the  government,  where  abundant  proofs  are  hourly  exhibited  to  inform  us  that  everything 
belonging  to  the  case  will  be  sifted,  with  a  view  of  bringing  odium  upon  all  those  who  have  had  any 
agency  iii  its  decision.  This  consideration  is  at  least  persuasive,  to  induce  the  most  careful  revision  of 
all  the  decisions  made  in  relation  to  it,  and  the  correctness  of  which  are  really  doubted  by  any  disinter- 
ested judge. 

In  reflecting  how  I  could  exhibit  the  case  to  you  in  the  simplest  form,  and  save  you  the  necessity  of 
reading  tedious  documents,  provided  y<:iu  should  see  fit  to  re-examine  it,  it  occurred  to  me  that  the  better 
mode  wonlil  be  t"  ]in'S('iit  Id  ymi,  at  lirst,  nothing  more  than  a  statement  of  the  facts,  which,  I  believe,  are 
establisluMl  by  the  (liMuincnts  ami  lUMnl's,  together  with  my  opinion  as  to  the  questions  which  arise  out  of 
these  facts,  and  iinw  iliesc  questions  ought  to  be  determined,  Avitli  the  reasons  inducing  that  opinion. 
Sliould  these  reasons  satisfy  you  that  the  opinion  is  correct,  it  will  then  lie  time  enough  to  trouble  you 
with  the  evidence  of  the  facts,  out  oT  whicli  the  (|uestions  decideil  by  the  opinion  arise.  But  if  you  did 
not  concur  with  me  in  the  opinion  given,  even  upon  the  I'aeis  as  stat<Ml  by  me,  there  would  exist  no  neces- 
sity or  j-irojiriety  in  trotibliiig  you  with  the  proof  of  tliese  facts.  1  was  induced  to  adopt  this  course,  not 
less  by  a  reuaiVl  to  yonrs,  tli.in"  to  my  own  convenience.  Before  I  liad  thmiglit  of  laying  this  matter  before 
you,  I'had  wiillcii  t  wd  letteis  to  Mr.  K  ing,  giving  him  the  opinions  he  had  ie(|  nested  me  to  give  him  upon 

these  stdijects.     These  (ipiiiions  had   1 n  prepared,  after  a  careful  examination  of  all  the  papers  he  had 

furnished  to  me,  and  were  intendetl  by  me  to  lie  exiiiliited  before  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury, 
(who,  as  I  then  supiiosed.  were  engaged  ill  the  settlement  of  his  account,)  in  order  to  present  to  them  my 
views  of  the  case  to  w  Inch  they  telei-.  Although  1  had  prepared  the  opinions,  the  letters  containing  these 
opinions  had  not  been  dispatciied,  and  were  yet  before  me.  They  contain  all  which  I  think  material  in 
the  case;  ami,  loi-  the  reasons  before  stated,  I  now  beg  leave  to  submit  them  to  your  consideration,  as 
containing  what  1  believe  to  be  a  just  and  true  representation  of  the  fact  and  law  of  the  case.  If  you  should 
see  fit  to  re-examine  this  subject,  and,  upon  such  examination,  should  i-oiuiir  with  me  in  the  opinions  I 
have  stated  in  these  letters,  the  documents  which  establish  the  facts  therein  represented  to  exist  I  will 
submit  to  your  inspection  at  any  time  lieival'ter,  when  you  may  require  them. 

Be  pleased,  sir,  to  accept  the  assurances  of  my  high  consideration  and  respect. 

LITTLETON  W.  TAZEWELL. 

His  excellency  Andrew  Jackson,  President  of  the  United  States^,  Washington. 

p.  S.— The  first  of  the  items  in  ^fr.  King's  arronnt,  that  T  have  examined,  relates  to  bread  furnished 
by  Graham  to  the  United  States,  whi.'h  was  paid  fbr  by  Mr.  King;  and  the  second,  for  coping  stone 
furnished  by  Scranson  to  the  I'nited  Stales,  and  paid  for  in  like  m.annef.  These  subjects  have  no  kind  of 
connection  with,  or  relation  to,  each  other,  and  ilepend  upon  dilfefent  piincijiles.  I  therefore  examined 
them  separately,  and  upon  different  occasions.  My  letter  to  Mr.  King,  No.  1,  refers  to  the  case  of  the 
bread ;  and  No.  2,  to  the  case  of  the  eojnng  stone. 


February  19,  1830. 
My  Dear  Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  draw  your  attention  to  a  letter  just  received  from  Mr.  Tazewell,  of  the 
Senate,  of  the  17th  inst.,  which  I  now  enclose  you,  with  his  opinion  to  Mr.  Miles  King,  on  the  subject  of 
the  suspension  and  disallowance  in  his  accounts  as  navy  agent,  which  I  also  enclose. 

You  will  find  from  Mr.  Tazewell's  letter,  that  he  alleges  I  have  affirmed  the  decision  of  the  Second 
Comptroller,  without  having  before  me  a  full  view  of  all  the  facts  of  the  case.  I  have  therefore  to  request 
that  you  will  review  this  case,  and  furnisli  nie  with  a  full  and  detailed  report  of  all  the  facts,  with  a  view 
of  the  reasons  that  governeil  the  deiision  in  suspending  some  items,  and  disallowing  others,  of  Mr.  Miles 
King's  accounts,  -with  such  explanatory  lemarks  as  the  circumstances  may  make  necessary  to  a  full  and 
fair  understanding  of  Mr.  Miles  King's  actounts,  and  the  justice  of  this  case. 
I  am,  respectfully,  yours, 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
The  Hon.  John  Branch,  Secretary  of  the  Navij. 

February  26,  1830. 
This  letter  of  the  President  is  respectfully  referred  to  the  Fourth  Auditor,  with  a  request  that  he 
will  present  to  me,  and  through  me  to  the  President,  a  full  view  of  the  whole  accounts  of  Mr.  King,  so 
far  as  relates  to  points  on  which  Mr.  Tazewell  has  given  opinions,  and  the  nature  and  character  of  his 
rejected  claims;  together  with  a  full  view  of  the  manner  in  which  his  vouchers  have  been  presented,  and 
his  quarterly  returns  made;  also,  as  to  any  discrepancies  which  exist  between  these  returns  and  his 
monthly  abstracts  forwarded  to  this  Department. 

JOHN  BRANCH. 


Navy  Department,  February  20,  1830. 
Sir:  The  President  has  referred  to  this  Department  your  letter  of  the  llth  inst.,  in  which  you  state, 
among  other  things,  in  relation  to  the  accounts  of  the  late  navy  agent,  Miles  King,  that  "all  the  facts 
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which  the  documents  abundantly  prove  to  constitute  this  case,  are  not  disclosed  in  that  upon  which  your 
judgment  has  been  given." 

If  this  is  to  be  considered  as  a  charge  against  the  accounting  ofBcers,  of  withholding  facts  necessary 
for  the  President  properly  to  understand  and  decide  upon  the  claims  of  Mr.  King,  it  is  one  of  grave 
import,  and  demand.^  mid  .^hall  rerrirr  n  fhnrnH<xh  incestigation. 

To  enable  the  Drpaitmeiit   cciiiiinly  fo  rlctect  and  identify  the  suppressed  evidence  to  which  you 
allude,  you  will   bo  piiiiscl    \,,  ruiiiisli  a   siatiincnt  of  the  same,  includiug  the  names  of  the  parties  by 
whom  it  has  been  givrn,  ami  llic  time  at  wliii  li  the  same  was  laid  before  the  accounting  ofEcer. 
I  am,  respectfully,  yours,  &c., 

JOHN  BRANCH. 

No  answer  has  been  received  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  from  Mr.  Tazewell,  to  the  above-men- 
tioned letter. 


Navy  Departmekt,  May  21,  1830. 
Sir:  I  wish  you  to  forward  to  the  Department,  by  the  return  of  the  steamboat,  such  information  as 
you  may  be  in  possession  of,  connected  with  the  delivery,  receipt  and  payment  of  a  certain  quantity  of 
stone,  said  to  have  been  delivered  and  receipted  for  by  Ichabod  Scranson,  at  the  Navy  yard,  at  Gosport. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

JOHN  BRANCH. 


L.  W.  Tazeu-elFs  opinion  in  the  Jive  hundred  dollar  case  of  King^s  account  for  coping  stones,  bought  of  J.  L. 
Scranson,  and  disallowed  in  the  settlement  of  King's  accounts. 

My  Deak  Sir:  The  facts  existing  in  that  part  of  your  case  which  I  have  now  examined,  are  as  follows: 

On  the  13th  of  May,  1829,  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  by  a  letter  of  that  date,  directed  you  to 
contract,  on  the  best  terms  in  your  power,  for  the  erection  of  a  solid,  substantial  brick  wall  around  the 
Navy  yard  at  Gosport,  the  coping  to  be  of  iron  or  stone,  as  upon  inquiry  you  might,  all  circumstances 
considered,  judge  the  most  expedient.  Upon  inquiry  you  were  satisfied  (and  it  would  have  been  very 
strange  indeed  if  you  had  not  been  satisfied)  that  stone  coping  was  much  cheaper,  and  equally  useful 
with  iron  coping.  Therefore,  on  the  17th  of  June,  1829,  in  pursuance  of  the  power  and  directions  given 
to  you  by  the  Navy  Commissioners,  as  is  stated  above,  you  entered  into  a  contract  with  Ichabod  L. 
Scranson,  of  Connecticut,  to  furnish  the  coping  stone  required,  at  the  price  of  25  cents  a  foot,  running 
measure;  the  stone  to  be  delivered  in  Norfolk.  On  the  same  day  you  addressed  a  letter  to  Scranson, 
requiring  him  to  send  on  2,000  feet  of  the  stone  contracted  for,  to  be  delivered  at  the  Navy  yard,  and  to 
be  subject  to  the  inspection  of  the  yard;  and  another  letter  to  Captain  James  Barron,  the  commandant  of 
the  yard,  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  contract  you  had  made  with  Scranson. 

On  the  8th  of  August,  1829,  Scranson  delivered  the  2,000  feet  of  coping  stone  required,  which  was 
duly  inspected  and  regularly  received  by  the  proper  officers  of  the  navy  yard. 

At  the  time  this  stone  was  shipped  in  Connecticut,  Scranson  requested  of  you  to  pay  the  freight  of  it 
to  Norfolk,  amounting  to  861,  and  to  retain  the  balance  of  what  might  be  due  to  him  in  your  hands,  until 
he  should  come  to  Norfolk  himself.  With  this  request  you  complied,  by  paying  the  sum  of  $61  to  Lewis 
Kellum,  the  skipper  of  the  craft  in  which  the  stone  was  transported,  and  you  took  his  receipt  for  the  sum 
so  paid.  Scranson  himself  came  on  after  this,  and  when  the  stone  was  received  he  presented  to  you  his 
accounts,  (in  duplicate)  wherein  lie  charged  the  exact  quantity  of  the  stone  delivered,  which,  at  the  exact 
price  fixed  by  the  contract,  amounted  to'$500,  and  demanded  of  you  the  payment  of  his  claim. 

At  the  time  this  demand  was  made,  you  had  not  in  your  hands  any  funds  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  applicable  to  its  payment;  but,  as  Scranson  was  a  stranger  in  Norfolk,  at  a  great  distance  from 
his  place  of  abode,  rather  tlian  ho  should  bo  kept  at  heavy  expense,  waiting  the  receipt  of  the  necessary 
funds  from  Washington,  to  sati-.rv  his  olaini,  vou  snl.j'iiiicd  to  each  of  the  duplicate  accounts  a  receipt 
for  $500,  the  amount  of  the  l.ill.'as  |nr  s,.  mnrh  niMn'rv  received  of  you;  and  you  suggested  to  him  the 
probability  that  the  Bank  of  the  lUitid  States,  at  \..rVnlk,  might  advance  him  the  money  due  him,  upon 
his  executing  these  receipts,  and  leaving  the  papers  in  their  possession.  To  facilitate  this  object,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  guard  the  bank  against  advancing  the  whole  sum  mentioned  in  the  accounts,  you 
endorsed  upon  each  of  them  a  memorandum,  stating  that  $439  only  was  due,  which  sum  would  be  paid 
as  soon  as  money  was  received  from  Washington. 

Scranson  went  to  the  bank,  which  readily  paid  him  the  $439,  upon  his  signing  the  duplicate  receipt 
for  $500,  you  had  subjoined  to  the  account  for  $500;  but,  in  making  this  payment,  your  name  was  erased 
from  one  of  the  receipts,  and  the  words  "  United  States  Bank"  interlined,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that 
Scranson  had  received  the  money,  not  from  you,  but  from  the  United  States  Branch  Bank.  The  papers 
were  then  left  by  Scranson  with  the  cashier  of  the  bank,  who  afterwards  gave  them_  to  you;  and  they 
were  offered  by  you  as  vouchers  to  support  a  charge  in  your  account  against  the  United  States  for  this 
sum— $500.  Upon  the  settlement  of  this  account  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  have  refused  to 
allow  you  any  credit  for  the  sum  so  proved  to  have  been  paid;  and  the  question  is,  were  they  right  in  so 


I  am  really  at  a  loss  to  conceive  what  possible  reason  can  exist  for  refusing  to  allow  you  the  credit 
for  $500,  which  you  claim.  That  you  were  required  to  make  a  contract  for  the  stone,  is  proved  by  the 
Commissioners'  letter  to  you;  that  you  did  make  the  contract  directed,  is  proved  by  the  contract  itset; 
that  the  stone  was  delivered  in  the  very  quantity  and  of  the  description  and  quality  called  for  by  the 
contract,  is  proved  by  the  receipt  and  certificate  of  the  inspector  of  the  navy  yard;  that  the  price  charged 
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for  it  in  the  the  account  was  the  very  price  fixed  by  the  contract  itself,  is  proved  by  a  reference  to  the 
contract  and  to  the  accounts;  that  the  quantity  of  stone  delivered,  estimated  at  the  price  charged, 
will  make  the  amount  of  $500,  as  is  stated,  the  smallest  skill  in  aritlnnctii-  will  sluiw  at  once;  and  that 
this  sum  has  been  paid,  is  proved  by  the  receipts  of  Scranson,  whi'  li  arc  jnodiucd.  Now,  what  more 
than  all  this  can  be  required  to  be  proved,  or  by  what  other  evidence  than  that  piculnced  it  can  be  desired 
to  prove  it,  I  am  sure  I  know  not.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  his  report  upon  the  case  to  the  Presi- 
dent, calls  this  a  "  mysterious  transaction,  which  requires  explanation;"  but  the  greatest  mystery  about 
it  seems  to  me  to  consist  in  discovering  what  there  is  in  it  that  explanation  can  make  it  more  clear  than  it 
now  appears. 

The  Secretary,  in  his  report,  mentions  but  two  circumstances  which  seem  to  have  excited  doubt  in 
his  mind;  and  a  single  moment's  reflection  must  dispel  this  doubt.  The  first  of  these  circumstances  is, 
that,  although  Scranson  has  receipted  for  $500,  as  being  received  in  full,  yet  you  have  endorsed  on  the 
account  that  there  was  mily  §t:i',)  (Inc,  wliirh  siiiii  Wdulil  hi'  paid  when  money  was  remitted  from  Wash- 
ington. Now,  when  till'  Si'ci-ctai-y  had  satislicd  liiiiiscdl',  as  he  slates,  that  $500  was  once  due  to  Scranson 
for  his  stone,  if  tlicie  ri'inaiin'd  Imt  ?4:!',t  due  U<  him  wla^n  this  imninrandum  was  endorsed  on  his  accoimt, 
it  seems  to  me  that  it  would  naturally  t)ccur  to  anyone,  that  $(Jl,  the  diflerence  between  these  two  sums, 
must  have  been  paid  before  that  memorandum  was  made  by  you,  and  accepted  by  Scranson  himself  But 
if  so  paid,  when,  where,  how,  or  to  whom  paid,  although  possibly  matter  of  curiosity,  can  never  be  ques- 
tions material  in  the  settlement  of  this  claim.  If  they  are,  however,  Kellum's  receipt  will  suffice  for  an 
answer  to  each  of  them.  By  deducting  the  $61,  paid  to  him  for  the  freight  of  the  stone,  from  the  $500, 
the  price  of  the  stone,  there  would  remain  precisely  $439  due  to  Scranson,  who,  by  his  contract,  was 
bound  to  deliver  the  stone  in  Norfolk,  and,  of  course,  would  be  chargeable  with  the  freight  for  getting  it 
there. 

Without  such  an  endorsement  on  the  account,  the  bank  would  have  advanced  upon  it  to  Scranson 
the  whole  sum  mentioned  in  the  receipt,  viz.,  $500;  and  a  difiBculty  might  then  have  arisen  between  you 
and  the  bank,  who  should  lose  the  $61  paid  by  you  in  part.  To  prevent  this  was  the  object  of  the 
endorsement;  and  the  payment  to  Kcilum  of  $61  i'or  freight,  left  only  $439  due  to  Scranson,  who,  upon 
the  receipt  of  this  sum,  was  bound,  of  course,  to  give  a  receipt  for  $500,  in  full  of  his  account  for  that 
amount. 

The  ddior  cin-iimstance  mentioned  in  the  Secretary's  report  is,  that  the  original  receipt  states  the 

amount  t^  have    I u   paid  by  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  United  States,  at  Norfolk,  while  the  duplicate 

states  that  it  was  paiil  by  you.  Now,  if  there  exists  any  contest  between  you  and  this  bank  as  to  which 
of  you,  the  sum  bhuwn  by  both  receipts  to  be  paid  to  Scranson,  should  be  repaid  by  the  United  States, 
there  might  arise  some  doubt  upon  this  point.  But  as  no  such  contest  exists,  it  is  not  seen  how  a  doubt 
raised  as  to  whom  the  money  is  due,  can  properly  be  made  the  ground  of  paying  it  to  neither.  All  the 
usual  and  necessary  vouchers  are  in  your  possession,  and  are  produced  by  you.  If  the  credit  claimed  is 
allowed  to  yon,  these  vouchers  of  |iayincnt  will,  of  coiirs(>,  l.e  rt-faincd  by  the  United  States;  and  then 
they  can  never  be  called  upon  by  the  baid^,  or  by  anybody  else,  to  pay  the  money  again.  Moreover,  the 
certificate  of  Mr.  iJoberts,  tlie  casliier  of  the  bank,  exiiliciily  slates  that  biith  these  I'eceipts,  which  were 
once  in  his  possession,  were  dtdivered  by  him  to  you  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  claim  settled.  No 
doubt  can  then  exist  thai  yoii,  and  you  only,  are  now  authorized  to  settle  the  transaction.  As  to  the 
variance  of  the  phraseolo-y  of  the  two  receipts,  if,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  that  variance 
ever  was  in  any  \\  ay  material,  the  explanation  given  of  it  must  remove  every  suspicion  now. 

Ori.n'inally  tlnrc  was  no  variance;  but  when  the  $439  was  paid  by  the  bank  to  Scranson,  your  mme 
was  erased,  ami  that  of  the  bank  interlined  in  one  of  the  receipts,  while  the  other  was  suffered  to  remain 
,  as  it  ori,i;inally  sloo.l.  The  reason  of  this  is  very  obvious — the  bank  did  not  look  to  the  United  States, 
butto//o((,  for  the  n'liaymont  of  the  money  they  had  advanced  to  Scranson.  To  satisfy  t/ow  that  the 
money  had  been  received  by  Scrans.in  <,fllir,„.  and,  thcn-efore,  that  you  ought  to  repay  it  to  them,  one  of 
the  receipts  was  altered,  so  as  to  make  it  slate  this,  which  was  the  precise  fact;  when  you  should  repay 
the  bank,  their  agency  in  the  transaction  would  be  at  an  end,  and  then  it  was  necessary  that  you  should 
possess  tlic  necessary  vouchers  to  support  your  charge  against  the  United  States  for  this  payment  to 
Scranson.     The  other  receipt,  therefore,  was  left  unaltered. 

In  one  word,  the  altered  receipt  was  designed  to  make  it  a  good  voucher  of  the  claim  which  the  bank 
had  U2M»  lion;  and  the  nnaliered  receipt  was  designed  to  serve  as  your  voucher,  to  pr«ve  the  claim  which 
you  would  have  )//)o;(  ///c  L'liitfd  States.  The  alteration  in  one  of  the  receipts  was  made  with  the  know- 
ledge and  appiobation  of  Scranson,  of  the  bank,  and  of  yoursel ',  and  could  not,  by  any  possibility,  pro- 
duce the  sli-htest  loss  or  injury  to  any  one.  These  are  the  only  circumstances  stated  by  the  Secretary  in 
his  report,  as  luivim;-  had  the  slightest  influence  upon  his  mind  in  producing  that  mystery  by  which  this 
simple  transaction  seemed  to  him  to  be  enveloped.  But  for  that  report  I  should  never  have  been  able,  I 
believe,  to  discover  what  was  the  supposed  difficulty  that  existed  in  the  case;  and  what  I  have  stated 
must,  I  think,  suffice  to  show  that  no  such  difficulty  really  exists.  While  puzzling  myself  to  find  out,  if 
I  possibly  could,  upon  what  ground  the  objections  of  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  to  allow  you 
this  credit,  which  you  had  claimed,  could  rest,  the  want  of  the  certificate  of  approval,  usuallj'  subjoined 
to  every  account  for  supplies  furnished  to  a  navy  yard,  by  the  commandant  of  the  yard,  was  the  only 
seeming  defect  which  I  could  discern.  The  Secretary,  in  his  report,  however,  takes  no  notice  of  this,  and 
the  certificates  of  two  of  the  Navy  Commissioners,  which  I  find  among  the  documents  you  gave  me,  would 
have  furnished  the  most  satisfactory  answer  to  such  an  objection,  if  any  such  had  been  taken.  No  such 
objection  is  urged,  however,  and  therefoi-e  I  infer  that  it  produced  no  more  influence  upon  the  mind  of  the 
Secretary  than  it  does  upon  mine;  especially  as  he  must  kncnv,  better  than  either  you  or  I,  why  the  cus- 
tomary certificate  was  not  given  in  a  case  like  this,  where  it  could  only  be  considered  as  a  piece  of  formal 
evidence  merely.     (See  P.  S.) 

I  do  not  doubt,  then,  that  you  are  entitled  to  the  credit  which  you  ask,  in  the  settlement  of  your 
account  with  the  United  States;  and  that  it  must  and  will  be  allowed  to  you  by  some  tribunal  or  other 
before  which  your  case  must  pass. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

LITTLETON  W.  TAZEWELL. 

P.  S. — Scranson's  account  was  not  rendered  to  the  commandant  of  the  yard  for  his  approval,  until 
August  8,   1829.     Before  this   time  the  order  of  the   Commissioners  for  building  the  wall,  for  which  the 
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coping  stone  supplied  by  Scranson  was  orig-inallj'  desig-ned,  i.s  believed  to  have  been  countefmanded  by 
the  Secretary;  and  at  this  time,  it  is  represented  that  the  removal,  or  intended  removal  of  Mr.  Kino-  was 
iinderstood  (by  some  means  or  other)  in  Norfolk.  '         ° 

Miles  King,  Esq. 

Note. — See  letter  of  the  22d  of  :N[ay,  1830,  from  Commodore  Barron,  herewith,  on  the  subject  of  this 
coping  stone. 

Navy  Department,  May,  1830. 


Commandant's  Office,   United  Stales  Navy  Yard,  Gosport,  May  22,  1830. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  21st  instant,  calling  for  information  relative  to  a  certain 
quantity  of  stnn(\  kr. 

This  i-:w;:^^  nC  si. me  was  purchased  sometime  last  summer  by  Miles  King,  Esq.,  and  sent  to  this  yard 
for  the  pui'ii.isr  ot   a  .Mi.ing    or  the  wall  which  was  about  to  be  erected  at  that  time. 

Mr.  KiiiLj,'  a.<Miii|.:iiiit'd  the  arrival  of  this  stone  here,  and  stated  the  objectfor  which  it  was  intended- 
remarking  that  he  had  In.iiuht  it  very  cheap.  I  did  not  think  the  stone  suitable  for  the  purpose  fen-  which 
he  said  it  was  iiilcnd.Ml,  an.l  statcMl  my  objections;  amongst  others,  were  those  of  its  great  inequality  in 
thickness,  and  that  it  would  cost  iiinrc  to  reduce  it  to  a  proper  size  than  it  was  worth. 

He,  however,  did  not  api.oar  disposed  to  admit  my  objections,  and  requested  that  the  stone  might  be 
landed,  and  further  examined,  to  which  I  consented,  not  considering  myself  a  very  competent  judge,  and 
the  stone  was  deposited  on  Taylor's  wharf 

Soon  after,  I  was  told  that  this  stone  had  been  carted  to  the  line  on  which  the  wall  was  to  be  erected; 
and  Mr.  Roberts,  the  easliier  of  tlie  United  States  Branch  Bank,  at  Norfolk,  came  over  and  asked  of  me 
how  he  was  to  be  rejiaid  for  this  cargo  of  stoue,  the  money  for  which  he  had  advanced. 

I  repli<-d,  that  if  the  stone  passed  the  inspection  to  which  it  would  be  subjected,  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  about  the  pavineiit,  but  if  it  did  not  pass  such  an  inspection,  it  would  not  be  received  nor  the 
bills  for  the  amount   a|.|.rov,Ml  l,y  me. 

A  survey  was  a(  roi,|iii-ly  ordered,  and  the  stone  condemned;  and  I  heard  nothing  more  of  it  until 
some  few  njonths  since,  1  received  a  message  from  Mr.  King,  by  one  of  his  clerks,  saying  that  if  I  would 
allow  the  stone  to  be  carted  back  to  Taylor's  whai'f,  he  would  have  it  taken  away,  as  he  could  now  sell 
it  to  advantage;  to  this  request  I  consented,  and  the  stone  was  immediately  placed  on  the  wharf,  and 
there  it  still  remains. 

I  never  authorized  any  person  to  receive  this  stone,  and  know  nothing  about  the  receipt  which  your 
letter  alludes  to. 

I  hert'with  enclose  you  the  copy  of  the  survey,  held  upon  this  cargo  of  stone,  by  two  competent 
stone  masons  and  one  house  builder. 

I  liave  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  BARRON. 

The  Hon.  John  Branch,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington. 

Gosport,  September  17,  1829. 
We,  the  subscriliers,  having  been  called  on  by  Commodore  James  Barron,  commandant  of  the  Navy 
yard,  at  Gosport,  Virginia,  to  inspect  a  certain  parcel  of  stone,  received  there  for  the  purpose  of  coping, 
or  the  finishing  of  the  wall  about  to  be  erected  around  said  yard,  have  surveyed  said  parcel  of  stone,  and 
do  give  it  as  the  best  of  our  opinions,  that  this  stone  is  not  at  all  suitable  in  any  respect  for  the  purpose 
desired.  It  is  of  a  quality  very  different  from  any  we  have  ever  seen  used  for  that  business,  and  has 
neither  width  or  thickness  suitable  for  the  same. 

In  testimony  of  which,  we  subscribe  our  names. 

SAMUEL  M.  LATIMER. 
JOSEPH  WALKER. 
LEVITT  FENTRESS. 
Commodore  James  Barron,  Gosport  Navy  Yard 


Report  of  the  Fourth  Auditor,  on  Miles  King's  case,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  May  26,  1830. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  so  much  of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  passed  on  the  15th  instant, 
by  you  referred  to  me,  as  relates  to  the  accounts  of  Miles  King,  Esq.,  late  navy  agent  at  Norfolk,  I  have 
the  honor  to  make  the  following  report: 
The  balance  now  appearing  due  to  the  government  from  Miles  King,  on  the  books  of  this 

office,  is ' $3, 825  20 

The  Bank  of  the  United  States  has  presented  to  you  a  claim  for  moneys  overdrawn  by  him 

while  remittances  were  suspended,  previous  to  his  removal,  of 40, 144  17 

The  same  Bank  has  presented  to  me  a  similar  claim  for  money  paid  Ichabod  Scranson,  for 

stone ' 500  00 

$44,719  37 

Mr.  King  had  presented  to  this  office,  claimed,  and  obtained  credit  for  most  of  the  items  contained  in 
the  claim  of  the  bank,  before  that  claim  was  presented.  Had  the  remittances  called  for  by  him  before  his 
removal  been  made,  he  would  have  paid  the  claims  of  the  bank,  and  his  whole  default  would  then  have 
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been  to  the  government.     The  suspension  of  his  calls  of  money  by  you,  and  the  confidence  of  the  bank 

which  induced  them  to  suffer  him  to  overdraw,  shifted  most  of  his  default  from  the  government  to  the  bank. 

The  actual  amount  of  default  to  the  government  and  to  the  bank  is,  as  above  stated $44,719  37 

He  has  presented  to  this  ofSce,  claims  to  the  amount  of  $13,209.79;  $2,259.25 
of  which  it  is  certainly  ascertained  have  been  passed  to  his  credit  long 
ago,  leaving $10,850  54 

Claims  for  extra  commissions,  interest,  clerk  hire,  &c.,  presented  to  you  and 

rejected 21,640  46 

32,490  90 

Thus,  if  every  dollar  claimed  by  Mr.   King,  except  what  has  actually  been  allowed,  were 

passed  to  his  credit,  he  would  still  be  in  default $12,288  47 

Annexed  are  copies  of  Mr.  King's  vouchers,  which  have  been  rejected  or  suspended  in  this  ofGce, 
numbered  from  1  to  116  inclusive. 

Those  numbered  from  1  to  5  have  been  rejected,  because  they  have  long  since  been  passed  to  his 
credit. 

Those  numbered  from  6  to  8  were  rejected  on  account  of  their  age  and  want  of  a  proper  approval. 
They  are,  indeed,  all  marked  "approved,  A.  Sinclair."  On  casting  my  eye  upon  these  words,  I  was 
satisfied  they  were  recently  written,  although  the  vouchers  are  dated  in  1818  and  1819.  I  enclosed  them 
to  Commodore  Sinclair,  and  put  to  him  this  question:  "  Will  you  have  the  kindness  to  inform  me  whether 
your  approval  to  the  enclosed  vouchers  was  placed  upon  them  at  or  near  the  time  of  their  date;  and  if 
not,  when  and  under  what  circumstances  you  approved  them?"  In  his  reply,  dated  1st  February,  1830, 
he  said,  "I  have  to  state  that  the  accounts  were  approved  by  me  about  six  weeks  since,  but  not  before  I 
satisfied  myself  of  their  correctness."  That  one  of  the  articles  charged  was  furnished,  he  personally 
knew;  but  in  relation  to  the  other  two  accounts,  he  says:  "The  second  account  of  T.  B.  Seymour,  for  $21 
for  wood  furnished  the  Constellation,  as  well  as  the  $3.75  for  water,  paid  C.  Colley,  I  have  no  other  reason 
to  suppose  correct,  than  their  certificates  and  Mr.  King's  word,  which  I  cannot  doubt."  The  certificates 
alluded  to  bear  date  February  1,  1830,  the  day  on  which  his  letter  to  me  was  dated.  Of  course  he  had 
no  evidence  of  the  correctness  of  the  charges,  when  he  approved  the  bills,  about  six  weeks  before,  except 
the  word  of  Mr.  King.  I  cannot  concede  that  this  was  the  check  which  the  navy  regulations  contem- 
plated, or  that  such  an  approval  was  legal  or  proper,  or  that  it  ought  to  be  tolerated  by  the  Department. 
(See  A,  B.) 

The  vouchers  numbered  from  9  to  18  inclusive,  were  rejected  because  from  their  age,  the  presumption 
is  that  they  have  been  paid,  or  that  they  ought  not  to  be;  and  because  they  are  destitute  of  all  the 
evidences  of  authenticity  and  correctness  necessary  to  make  them  good  vouchers  in  this  ofiice.  Some  of 
them  have  not  the  commanding-  officer's  approval,  or  the  naval  storekeeper's  receipt,  or  any  receipt  what- 
ever, and  some  are  destitute  of  all  three. 

The  vouchers  numbered  from  19  to  44  were  rejected  for  similar  reasons,  and  for  the  further  reason, 
that  all  those  bearing  date  in  1816,  1817,  1818,  1819,  and  1820,  were  executed  in  the  year  1829.  On 
looking  at  them,  it  was  obvious  that  they  were  lately  written.  On  inquiry,  I  was  informed  they  were  in 
the  handwriting  of  Mr.  Joseph  Murden,  who  had  been  in  Mr.  King's  employment,  as  clerk,  less  than  three 
years.  I  enclosed  some  of  them  to  Mr.  Murden,  and  inquired  of  him  whether  this  whole  class  of  vouchers 
was  not  written  in  1829?  In  reply,  under  date  of  February  18,  1830,  he  said:  "  I  found  in  the  ofiice  of 
the  late  Navy  agent  a  number  of  informal  bills,  many  of  which,  upon  examination,  I  found  had  not  been 
charged:  these  I  put  in  proper  form,  and  obtained  signatures  to,  corresponding  with  the  receipts  of  the 
informal  ones."     (C,  D,  E.) 

I  sent  an  extract  of  this  letter  to  Mr.  King,  and  requested  the  production  of  these  "  informal  bills," 
with  their  corresponding  receipts.  He  called  at  my  ofiice  and  left  a  parcel  of  old  papers,  copies  of  which 
will  be  found  under  vouchers  No.  19  to  44,  each  one  following  immediately  the  bill  or  bills  which  have 
been  made  out  of  it.  How  far  the  manufacture  of  1829  "corresponds"  with  the  raw  material,  the 
reader  may  see  at  a  glance.     A  few  of  these  correspondences  are  here  exhibited. 

Extracted  from  an  original  bill  of  $954.89. 

Navy  Department, 

To  Joseph  Lavier,  Dr. 

Three  pieces  Russian  duck,  at  $11 $33 

Making  twenty-four  sheets,  at  25c 6 

Making  twenty-four  pillow-cases,  at  12|c 3 

$42 

Norfolk,  December  18,  1817. 
Received  of  Miles  King,  navy  agent  at  Norfolk,  the  sum  of  nine  hundred  and  fifty-four  dollars  and 
eighty-seven  cents,  in  payment  of  the  above. 

JOSEPH  LAVIER. 

New  bill. 

Navy  Department  for  the  Navy  hospital, 

To  Joseph  Lavier,  Dr. 

1819. 
August  30.  For  twenty-four  sheets  )  *^2 

30.   For  twenty-four  pillow-cases  j 

Norfolk,  August,  1819. 
Received  of  Miles  King,  navy  ag^ent,  forty-two  dollars,  in  payment  of  the  above  bill. 

JOSEPH  LAVIER. 
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Here  three  items  are  taken  out  of  an  old  bill,  and  thrown  into  two  to  make  a  new  one-  one  receipt  is 
for  $954.87,  and  the  other  for  $42,   and  the  date  is  altered  ahn jst  two  years.  ' 

Extracted  from  an  original  bill  of  $2,257.05. 
Miles  King, 

Bought  of  R.  E.  Steed, 
1827. 

December  4.   Fortj^-six  barrels  mess  beef,  at  $15 *gc)Q  qq 

4.  Thirty-two  barrels  prime  pork,  at  $25.46 ' '  gj^^   -jo 

$1,504   72 
No  receipt.  _ 

New  bill. 
Navy  Department,  for  public  stores, 

To  R.  E.  Steed,  Dr 

1817. 

December  13.  To  forty- five  baiTels  mess  beef $q90  oo 

13.  To  thirty-one  barrels  prime  pork ^i^  'j2 

$1,504  72 

Norfolk,  December  13,  1817. 
Received  of  Miles  King,  navy  agent,  fifteen  hundred   and  four  dollars  seventy-two  cents,  in  payment 
of  the  above  account. 

ROBERT  E.  STEED. 

The  "corref>ponding"  receipt  here  is  a  neiv  receipt.  The  date  is  changed  only  nine  days;  but, 
although  there  is  one  barrel  of  beef  and  one  of  pork  less  on  the  new  bill  than  on  the  old,  it  is  remarkable 
that  the  aggregate  price  is  exactly  the  same;  and  the  price  pe?-  barrel,  iu  the  old  bill,  is  omitted  in  the 
new,  being  somewliat  inconsistent  with  the  aggregate  price.  No  such  lots  of  beef  and  pork  as  those  men- 
tioned iu  the  old  bill  were  received  by  the  storekeeper;  but  the  lots  mentioned  in  the  new  were  received. 
If  the  storekeeper's  books  were  admitted  as  evidence  that  the  beef  and  pork  have  not  been  paid  for,  they 
would  prove  that  Mr.  King  charges  for  two  barrels  more  than  have  been  delivered,  and  the  overcharo-e  is 
concealed  by  omitting  the  price  per  barrel! 

Extracted  from  an  original  bill  of  $76.76. 
Miles  King,  Esq., 

To  N.  Cocke  &  Co.,  Br 

1818. 

April  21.  Two  hair  niatresses .   §26  31 

May      9.  Two  and  a  quarter  yards  devrin,  for  schooner  Nonsuch,  Claxton 3  09 

9.  Four  and  a  half  yards  fringe,  for  schooner  Nonsuch,  Claxton 2  91 

9.  Two  dozen  rings,  and  thread,  for  schooner  Nonsuch,  Claxton 0  38 

9.   Five  bed  coverlets,  at  $1 5  00 

22.  Two  table  covers,  at  §5 10  00 

$47  69 
No  receipt.  - 

New  bill. 
Navy  Department,  for  the  schooner  Nonsuch, 

To  Nathaniel  Cocke  &  Co.,  Br 

1818. 

May      6.  No.  17,  for  one  set  cabin  curtains $21   38 

June     8.  No.  22,  for  two  hair  niatresses 36  31 

$47  69 
Receipted  "June,  1818."  

Here  two  hair  matresses  have  gone  over  from  the  21st  April  to  the  8th  June — another  quarter;  and 
to  make  up  the  cabin  curtains  in  the  new  bill,  Mr.  Merden  has  thrown  in  five  bed  coverlets  and  two  table 
covers,  thrusting  the  date  back  from  the  9th  and  22d,  to  the  6th  May. 

Another  new  bill  is  made  out  of  another  entry  in  the  same  account,  as  follows: 

Original. 
1819. 
January  5.  Three  table  covers,  at  $4.50,  for  Captain  Henley $13  50 

No  receipt. 

New  bill. 
1819. 
March     6.  No.  8,  for  three  green  table  covers,  for  Captain  Henley $15  50 

Receipted  "March,  1819." 

Here  the  date  has  not  only  leapt  forward  from  January  5,  to  March  6,  but  the  price  has  increased 
from  $13.50  to  $15.50;  and  the  price,  per  sing-le  article,  is  omitted  in  the  new  bill! 
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A  third  bill  of  $5,  is  manufactured  out  of  an  item  in  the  same  original,  dated  May  22d,  and  the  date 
put  back  to  May  6th;  on  which  date  it  is  receipted.  Here  are  three  new  bills  made  out  of  one  old  one; 
the  "  con-esponding  receipts"  are  no  receipts  at  all  to  the  old  one,  and  three  receipts  with  different  dates 
to  the  new;  and  one  item  is  increased  in  the  new! 

Extracted  from  an  original  hill  of  $1,119.50. 

Miles  King,  navy  agent,  Norfolk,  for  the  Marine  hospital,  Gosport, 

To  Joseph  Granier,  Dr. 

isn. 

December  5.  Twenty-four  large  cot  blankets,  at  $1.15 $42  00 

Discount  on  $42  at  5  per  cent 2  10 

$39  90 
Received  payment.  JOSEPH   GRANIER. 

New  bill. 
Navy  Department,  for  Marine  hospital, 

To  Joseph  Granier,  Dr. 

1817. 
December  5.  For  twenty-four  large  cot  blankets $42  00 

Norfolk,  December,  1811. 
Received  from  Miles  King,  navy  agent,  forty-two  dollars,  in  payment  of  the  above  bill. 

JOSEPH  GRANIER. 
$42. 

Here  the  discount  of  $2.10  is  dropped  in  making  the  new  bill,  and  Granier  is  made  to  receipt,  in 
1829,  for  $42,  when,  in  1811,  he  receipted  for  $39.90! 

In  many  other  cases,  two  or  three  new  bills  are  manufactured  out  of  one,  with  changes  of  captions, 
dates,  amounts,  and  rcceiiits.  Sunic  <if  the  bills  are  apparently  mere  private  transactions.  In  one  case, 
there  are  two,  if  mil  I  line,  oriiiinal  Mllis  which  cover  the  same  time  and  contain  some  of  the  same  items. 
In  another,  an  adiiiiiiistialur,  appiiutiMl  in  1826,  receipts  a  bill  dated  in  1811.  In  others,  an  agent  receipts 
the  new  bill  in  182'J,  when  tlie  old  ones  are  receipted  by  the  principal.  For  many  new  bills,  no  originals 
have  been  produced,  and,  so  far  as  appears,  they  never  existed  in  any  shape  until  1829.  Perhaps  they 
may  be  predicated  on  certain  entries  in  the  former  storekeeper's  books;  for,  I  remember  that  Mr.  King 
intimated  to  me  an  intention  to  set  up  a  claim  for  all  articles  there  entered,  which  had  not  opposite  to 
the  entries  a  certain  pencil  mark,  which  the  storekeeper  usually  made  when  he  gave  receipts  for  articles 
delivered  to  him. 

These  new  bills  were  presented  by  Mr.  King,  with  a  request  that  we  would  examine  the  proper 
quarter's  accounts,  and  see  whether  thoy  liad  been  passed  to  his  credit.  With  these  changes  of  dates, 
throwing  them  into  other  quarters,  ami  sniuctimes  other  years,  with  changes  in  captions,  items,  forms, 
receipts,  and  even  amounts  carried  ont,  with  one,  two,  or  three  new  bills  made  out  of  diflerent  parts  of 
an  old  one,  how  was  it  possible  to  trace  them  in  this  office,  or  ascertain  whether  they  had  been  passed  to 
his  credit  or  not? 

The  vouchers  marked  from  44  to  100  were  rejected  because  of  their  age,  or  their  informalitj',  or  their 
deficiencies  in  the  proper  evidences  of  authenticity.  They  have  not  generally  the  naval  storekeeper's 
receipt,  or  the  commanding  officer's  approval.  Many  of  them  appear  to  be  based  upon  private  transac- 
tions; some  of  them  have  been  recently  altered  in  form,  and  some  may  have  been  passed  to  his  credit 
incorporated  in  other  bills.  If  they  were  just  claims,  it  would  seem  that  they  would  have  been  presented, 
explained,  and  allowed  long  since.  From  84  to  100  they  are  all  executed  recently  in  Mr.  Murden's  hand- 
writing. 

The  vouchers  numbered  101  to  106,  contain  items  of  commissions,  &c.,  which  were  rejected  in  1818 
and  1819,  and  are  now  again  advanced  by  Mr.  King.  I  not  only  deem  the  charges  inadmissible,  but 
would  not,  at  this  late  day,  undertake  to  re-examine  decisions  then  given,  especially  without  the  produc- 
tion of  new  evidence,  which  was  not  then  before  the  Auditor. 

The  vouchers  numbered  101  to  113,  are  again  presented  in  support  of  the  claim  which  was  rejected 
in  1819.  So  far  as  I  can  discover,  the  decision  then  made  was  correct;  at  any  rate,  I  am  not  disposed  to 
disturb  it. 

A  few  claims  alluded  to  by  numbers  114  to  116,  have  been  suspended  on  account  of  deficiencies  in 
evidence,  some  of  which  may  ultimately  be  passed  to  Mr.  King's  credit. 

But  experience  in  Mr.  King's  accounts  admonishes  me  to  proceed  with  caution.  Not  only  has  it 
been  found  that  $2,359.25,  claimed  by  him,  had  long  since  been  passed  to  his  credit;  but  in  two  cases  I 
have  found  myself  deceived.  He  claimed  $300  upon  a  voucher  in  due  form,  for  the  hire  of  a  steamboat, 
to  bring  dispatches  to  Washington,  in  1819.  Not  finding  that  it  had  been  passed  to  his  credit,  I  sub- 
mitted it  to  you  for  your  decision.  On  account  of  the  extraordinary  nature  of  the  charge,  the  absence  of 
authority  for  hiring  the  boat,  and  the  lapse  of  time  which  was  supposed  to  have  borne  to  oblivion  the 
reasons  why  it  was  not  before  allowed,  you  veiy  properly  rejected  the  claim.  For  this,  you  have  been 
made  the  object  of  special  animadversion.  A  more  thorough  investigation  has  since  disclosed  the  fact 
that  this  claim,  though  suspended  in  1819,  was  passed  to  Mr.  King's  credit  in  1820;  and  your  abused 
decision  has  only  prevented  his  twice  receiving  payment  for  the  same  thing. 

I  am  admonished  by  another  rase.  It  appears  that  Mr.  King,  last  winter,  put  into  the  hands  of  his 
friend  and  counsel,  icc('i|>ls  Wn-  S"iO(),  |>aiil  Ichabod  L.  Scranson,  for  coping  stone,  and  informed  him  that 
this  claim  had  bci^i  rcjcciiMl  l>y  tlic  accniiiitin'j,-  officers.  His  counsel  made  an  argument  of  considerable 
length  in  favor  of  Ihc  claim,  treating  its  siippDsed  rejection  as  an  instance  of  great  injustice.  All  tliis 
was  wholly  gratuitous,  because  these  vouchers  had  never  been  presented,  and  of  course  had  never  been 
rejected.     Although  the  original  voucher  purported  to  be  a  receipt  from  Miles  King,  and  the  duplicate 
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was  a  receipt  from  tho  United  States  Bank,  neither  havinp,-  tlie  approval  of  tlie  commandino-  officer,  yet, 
such  was  the  confidence  with  which  Ihc  claim  was  nr,^-c(l,  that  I  thuiiulil  Mv.  Kin--  was  iuincstlv  cntiUed 
to  the  credit,  and  told  him  1  sh.ail.l  allow  it  wlimcvcr  lie  tlmnuht  pi(.p:T  in  pivsci'it  his  vciichns.  It  now 
turns  out  that  the  stone  A\as  iicvn-  rccri\(d  hy  the  rnitid  Siali-s.  On  the  emit  laiy,  it  was  fdiiml,  nn 
inspection,  to  be  wholly  nulit  Inr  the  use  (IcsI-ikmI,  was  cmilciiiiicd  in  Sr|.lciiilM'r  liist,  and  was  Inii.v 
before  the  last  prcscHtalinii  ,,r  ihc  claim,  it  la.t  iMdm-c  tiic  iii->i,  ,l..|ivriv,l  ,,v<t  \n  ih,'  ,lis|M,siii'nn  ,'7f 
Mr.  King.  All  this,  Mr.  Kin-mnsi  hav..  known,  when  lie  tn^.k  the  :„lvicr  ,,r  cunsri ;  when  li,>  nr-d  this 
claim  upon  the  Prcsi.lent;  and  when  he  lately  assigned  it  ever  tu  the  ,ashiei  nlihe  I'.aidc  al  \erlolk-  hut 
all  this  he  concealed  IV,, n,  the  a. ■counting  officers  an,l  ,,ll„'rs.  wlm  w,.,v  .■all,,!  ,,n  t,,  pass  np,,i,  his  claims 
in  this  city.  ln,leeil,  il  n,,w  appears  that  neither  Mi-.  Kin-  n,,r  the  l,aid<  pai.l  th,'  ni,,ne\-.  it  was  ])aid  by 
the  cashier.  It  was  iiiidn,l,'d  ,,ii  a  list  of  accounts  ],aid  in  a  similar  way,  which  was  'han,|ed  ,,ver  to  the 
present  navy  a^-ciit,  nn  his  entrance  into  ofBce;  he  called  fur  and  re,'in\iMl  m,,n,y  t,,  pav  il;  Imt  it  was 
never  presented,  liecause  not  oidy  the  approval  of  the  commanding  <A\\rrv  c,,nl,l  n,!  }>,■  ,,l'iiained,  hut  the 
agent  knew  the  facts.  Wiien,  on  account  of  these  circunistanct's,  ]iaym,>ni  was  net  t,,  1„.  expected  at 
Norfolk,  the  claim  was  brought  to  Washington,  and  through  a  cnncealin,  nt  ,,f  the  n  n,.  .state  of  the  case, 
might  have  been  allowed.  It  was  not  until  a  few  days  agn  that  the  tiiith  was  kn,,wn.  After  these 
examples,  I  feel  it  my  duty  not  hastily  to  pass  any  of  the  siisp,'iid,',l  itians  t.,  Mr.  King's  credit. 

The  foil, iwing  extracts  from  my  report  to  you  of  Jannary  (ilh,  ls:;(»,  \vill  explain  the  reasons  Avhy 
certain  overcharges  of  T.  Graham,  for  bread,  first  suspended  by  the  Second  Comptroller,  were  not  passed 
to  Mr.  King's  credit,  viz: 

"  It  ajijiears  that  Mr.  T.  Graham,  of  Norfolk,  on  the  31st  day  of  December,  1821,  entered  into  a  con- 
tract with  Miles  King,  navy  agent,  acting-  on  behalf  of  the  Navy  Commissioners,  to  furnish  such  supplies 
of  navy  bread  at  Gosport,  Virginia,  as  might  be  required  during  the  year  1828,  at  the  price  of  $2.87^  per 
hundred  pounds. 

"The  accompanying  vouchers,  2,  8,  and  4,*  purport  to  be  for  bread  delivered  in  pursuance  of  this 
contract,  during  the  months  of  November  and  December,  1828. 

"  On  comparing  the  price  charged  and  receipted  for,  with  the  contract,  every  item,  except  the  first 
in  No.  3,  appeared  tu  bo  uvercharged  $1.97i  per  hundred  pounds,  or  $1,439.55  in  all.  This  excess  was 
accordingly  snspeiide,!,  and  ^[r.  King  called  on  fir  explanations. 

"  In  his  reply,  addressed  t,,  me  nn.lei'  dntr  iA'  .Inne  30,  1829,  he  says:  'I  enclose  extracts  of  letters 
from  the  Na\y  < 'oinmissi,  in,  rs,  .all,, win--  Mi'.  Ci-aliam  .-nuii'lhing  additional  on  the  price  of  his  bread  in  con- 
sequence of  his  hisDKj  sn  )iiiii-h  hij  jin',  and  in  some  measure  owing  to  its  not  being  received  when 
ready.'     (F.) 

"The  first  extract  bears  date  December  6,  1828,  and  says:  "The  Commissioners  have  received  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Graham,  informing  them  of  the  loss  of  his  bake-houses,  and  the  destruction  of  62,500 
])ounds  of  navy  broad  which  had  boon  pi-oparod  \'oy  the  Cnorriere.  They  have  decided  to  allow  him  for 
this  bread  the  sam,'  t,Tins  as  stat,-,]  in  their  lette;-  tu  vuu  i,rihe  lltli  ultimo,  upon  your  receiving  sa^i.^ac- 

"  The  uther  i'xtra<-t  is  dated  Xovemlier  It,  Is2s,  ami  says:  '  In  consequence  of  the  rise  in  the  price 
of  flour,  since  uU'ers  t,,  furnish  navy  bread  for  1829  were  made,  the  bakers  generally  have  withdrawn  their 
offers.  We  have  had  an  agreement  with  a  baker  in  Baltimore,  upon  the  following  terms,  viz:  Considering 
the  price  of  superline  f|,,ur  to  be  $6  per  barrel,  then  the  price  of  bread,  made  of  fine  flour  and  the  best 
middlin.<i-s,  in  e,|iial  p,,rti,ins,  tu  ho  3^,  cents  per  pound,  increasing  the  price  45  cents  per  100  pounds  for 
every  dollar,  th,'  pri,-e  ni,-i\  incnas,'  al„,ve  $6,  and  deducting  45  cents  per  100  pounds  for  every  dollar  the 
price  of  flour  may  fall  l,.d,',w  six  , I,, liars.' 

"Mr.  King's  staieineni  was.  that  the  Commissioners  had  allowed  Mr.  Graham  '  something  additional 
in  Ihr  jinrr  nt'  }ii.<  hrnnl  in  cniiscjiiriirr  ,,/'  ///s  /iisi))f/  SO  much  hi)  fire ;^  but  the  evidence  pr.Dduced  to  sustain 
this  staiemeni  sh.iwcl  that  the  ( ', mnnissi, mers,  instead  of  allowing  a  higher  price  for  the  bread  which 
miu'ht  be  arhinlhi  ,lrl,rrrr,l  in  |s:]s.  ,1,  ,-i.l,-d  1,,  pav  Mr.  Graham  for  52,500  pounds  of  bread  which /ia(^  been 
con>^,n„r,n„/  tin-.  ac<-,  ,r,lin-- 1,,  th.-  I.'rn.s  ,  ,1' a  ,-,  ,ntract  made  f  .r  tlie  supplies  of  1S29.  Th.M'vidence  adduced, 
theref,.!-.',  (iid  n,.t  applv  t,i  ihe  v,,m-l„-i-s.  whi,-h  w.n-,'  n,,t  f,,r  hnn.l  hrmj,  l,m  r,ir  hrea.l  arhuilly  delivered. 

"To  el, tain  Iniiiu'r  li-hl  un  th,'  snl,i,-,-|,  I  a.hlressd  a  iH,|e  t,,  lla-  Navv  ( 'ummissi,mers,  requesting 
copies  of  all  the  letters  which  ha.l  passed  ,,n  the  subject.  In  reply,  I  receivJ-d  the  papers  marked  G,  H, 
I,  and  K,  containing  the  some  information  I  had  received  from  Mr.  King,  and  nothing  more.  The  letter 
of  the  (ajnimissioners  says:  'It  is  proper  to  state,  that  the  alteration  of  price  was  made  by  the  board,  in 
consideration  of  the  great  rise  fif  flour,  and  the  peculiar  hardship  of  Mr.  Graharn's  situation  from  the  loss 

"Nut  the  sliuhti-si  i'\-id,aiei-  was  ciniaineil  in  any  (-,,mninnication  from  Mr.  King  or  the  Commissioners, 
of  their  ever  ha  ving  aiil  liui-i/,,',|  •  any  alieraliun  of  pric,>'  in  relatiuu  to  any  bread  which  might  be  delivered 
during  the  year  1S2S.  It  only  appeared  that  they  had  authurized  a  quantity  to  be  paid  for  which  was 
never  delivered,  and  never  could  be,  at  a  price  higher  than  the  contract  price. 

"  From  all  the  circumstances  and  the  papers  under  consideration,  I  was  led  to  the  conclusion  that 
some  difficulty  was  found  in  framing  a  voucher  for  the  burnt  bread  which  would  be  likely  to  pass  the 
accounting  (,flicers,  inasmn,-li  as  it  cuuld  nut  bear  tlie  rei-eipt  of  the  naval  storekeeper,  nor  the  approval 
of  the  CDiiimaiiding  (,lli,-ei-;  thai.  t,i  i,l,\iaii'  ihese  ddliciilti  s,  the  device  of  adding  the  price  of  the  burnt 
bread  to  other  in-ead  ai-tnally  deli\iTe,l,  was  i-es,,ried  t,,;  that  the  storekeeper  construed  his  receipt  as 
applying  to  the  quuiifiti/  uf  the  bread,  and  not  to  tlic  iiricc;  that  the  commanding  officer  considered  his 
approval  as  only  tending  to  effect  the  ouject  of  the  Commissioners;  and  that,  in  this  indirect  manner,  Mr. 
Graham  was  to  be  compensated  for  his  losses. 

"  I  cannot  exju-ess  too  strongly  my  repugnance  to  this  covert  mode  of  paying  away  the  public  money. 
Wlio  c,,uld  suppose,  un  luuking  at  these  vuui-hers,  that  any  jiurtion  of  them  was  designed  to  pay  Mr.  Gra- 
ham f,,r  liis  liiii-ni  liii'a,rr  ir  the  anth'irity  of  the  ('.unmissi,  ,ners  was  sufficient  to  justify  payment  for  the 
Imi-nt  hiead,  it  w.-is  Mirii,ii'ni  tu  anih<,i-ize  a  ilii,',!  ]i,aymeiit.  Had  these  vouchers  passed,  and  Mr.  Graham 
had  come  the  next  day  with  the  letter  of  the  Cummissiuncrs  in  his  hand,  and  demanded  payment  for  the 
52,500  pounds  of  bread  consumed  by  fire,  iiow  could  we,  admitting  the  validity  of  their  allowance,  have 
refused  payment?     There  is  not  an  allusion  in  vouchers  2,  3,  and  4,  to  burnt  bread.     On  the  contrary,  the 

•  These  vouoliers  are  not  in  my  possession. 
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amounts  charged  are  annexed,  at  a  certain  rate  per  1 00  pounds,  to  other  bread,  which  was  actually  deliv- 
ered into  the  public  store.  They  would  not  constitute  any  bar  in  law  or  in  common  sense  to  Mr.  Graham's 
claim  for  burnt  bi'ead  allowed  by  the  letter  of  the  Commissioners. 

"Mr.  King  has  not  yet  produced  any  authority  from  the  Commissioners  for  making  these  overpay- 
ments. They  do  indeed  say  to  him  in  their  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo,  '  In  the  payment  of  Mr.  Contractor 
Graham,  you  complied  with  the  instnirtidiis  of  the  board.'  Where  are  those  'instructions'?*  They  have 
never  been  submitted  to  me,  and  1  liml  llnni  not  among  the  papers  submitted  to  the  President.  In  their 
letter  to  me  of  the  29th  June,  the  ('Diniiiissiuncrs  say:  '  These  [Graham's  letter,  and  the  Commissioners' 
letters  to  Mr.  King,  marked  H,  I,  iinJ  K,]  embrace  all  the  correspondence  on  this  occasion  in  relation  to 
the  price  paid  Mr.  Graham  for  the  bread  to  which  your  letter  refers.'  These,  consequently,  are  all  the 
'instructions'  given  to  Mr.  King  upon  the  subject.  I  confess  I  cannot  find  in  them  the  slightest  allusion 
to  the  bread  mentioned  in  these  vouchers.  They  appear  to  me  to  relate  wholly  to  another  parcel  of  bread, 
which  was  consumed  by  fire. 

"If  the  instructions  of  the  Commissioners,  directing  payment  for  bread  delivered  at  a  price  higher 
than  stipulated  in  the  contract,  were  produced,  then  the  grave  question  would  present  itself,  whether  the 
Commissioners  have  authority,  by  private  letters,  to  alter  contracts  which  have  been  made  after  public 
advertisement,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law.  If  they  can,  the  law  which  requires  them  to  contract 
after  public  advertisement,  or  in  open  market,  is  a  nullity.  But  no  such  instructions  are  produced,  and  it 
is  unnecessary  to  discuss  this  question. 

"  The  naked  truth  is,  the  overcharges  in  these  vouchers  were  intended  to  indemnify  Mr.  Graham  for 
his  losses  by  fire.  He  had  no  claim  on  the  government  for  indemnity,  legal  or  equitable.  Contractors  are 
always  supposed  to  calculate  all  risks  to  be  encountered  previous  to  the  delivery  of  the  articles  contracted 
for,  and  exact  a  compensation  adequate  to  cover  them.  They  may  be  overtaken  by  extraordinary  acci- 
dents, but  these  are  misfortunes  incident  to  everything  human.  Mr.  Graham,  in  his  fair  and  honest  state- 
ment, does  not  allege  that  the  government  was  in  fault  in  the  slightest  degree  for  the  destruction  of  his 
bread.  He  says:  'I  beg  leave  to  represent  to  you,  that  on  the  7th  November  I  received  an  indent  for 
52,500  pounds  of  bread  for  the  United  States  frigate  Guerriere,  which,  on  the  14th  ultimo,  was  ready  for 
delivery,  but,/?'or?i  the  inclemency  of  the  iveather,  was  prevented  from  sending  it  to  the  ijard.  Unfortunately, 
on  the  night  of  the  19th  ultimo  my  two  bake-houses  were  consumed  by  fire,  with  all  the  contents  of  one, 
and  nearly  the  whole  contents  of  the  other,  among  which  there  were  828  barrels  of  navy  bread,  weighing 
63,000  pounds,  52,500  pounds  of  which  were  prepared  in  compliance  with  the  above  requisition,'  &c.  If 
an  individual  had  contracted  for  this  bread,  and  it  had  thus  been  destroyed  before  delivery  without  any 
agency  or  fault  of  his,  would  he  have  been  bound  in  equity  or  law  to  pay  for  it?  Every  man,  placing 
himself  in  the  situation  of  the  government,  must  answer  this  question  in  the  negative. 

"To  pay  Mr.  Graham  for  this  bread  was  therefore  an  act  of  mere  charity.  Who  has  a  right  to  be 
charitable  at  the  expense  of  the  public  treasury?  Have  the  Navy  Commissioners,  or  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  or  even  the  President?  It  has  been  doubted  whether  Congress  itself  possessed  the  rightful  power 
to  relieve,  with  public  money,  the  sufferers  by  fire  in  Alexandria.  Certainly  nothing  short  of  that  power 
could  indemnify  Mr.  Graham  for  his  losses  by  fire. 

"  In  fine,  I  consider  these  payments  to  Mr.  Graham  as  bad  in  principle  and  worse  in  mode.  The  exec- 
utive and  ministerial  officers  of  the  government  have  no  right  to  be  charitable  at  the  expense  of  the  pub- 
lic; much  less  are  they  to  be  countenanced  in  concealing  their  charities  under  the  forms  of  legal  and  regu- 
lar allowances.  The  mind  can  hardly  conceive  tlie  aggravated  abuses  to  which  such  precedents  might 
lead. 

"I  do  not  doubt  that  the  Commissioners  acted  in  this  matter,  as  in  all  others,  with  honest  motives. 
But  I  diiler  with  them  as  to  tlie  authority  for  their  act. 

"Had  Mr.  King  pnid  for  the  burnt  bread  directly,  it  might  have  been  doubted  whether  he  ought  not 
to  have  been  cndiliil  upon  the  authority  produced.  But  he  claims  nothing  paid  in  pursuance  of  that 
authority.  He  kmw  the  terms  of  Graham's  contract.  To  allow  him  credit  for  the  overcharges  contained 
in  these  vouchers  would  be  to  sanction  the  transaction  in  principle  and  in  mode.  As  one  executive  officer, 
I  am  averse  to  all  allowances  under  false  or  unintelligible  names.  Let  the  people  see  what  is  done  with 
their  money.  When  we  choose  to  pay  for  burnt  bread,  or  burnt  houses,  out  of  their  money,  they  have  a 
right  to  know  it.  It  was,  therefore,  my  opinion,  and  still  is,  that  Mr.  King  ought  to  seek  for  redress 
from  the  Congress  of  tlie  Unitid  States,  who  are  the  guardians  of  the  public  money;  and  may,  if  they 
think  proper,  sanction  the  use  which  has  been  made  of  it  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Graham." 

I  have  the  argument  of  Mi-.  King's  counsel  on  this  point,  which  was,  after  the  report  from  which  the 
foregoing  extracts  are  made,  submitted  to  the  President.  It  has  not  changed  my  view  of  the  facts  or  the 
law. 

His  first  position  is,  that  Mr.  King  was  bound  to  pay  the  price  charged  for  this  bread,  because  the 
account  was  approved  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  yard.  In  another  case,  the  commander  of  the 
yard  at  Norfolk  has  stated  to  you,  that  he  does  not  consider  his  approval  as  applying  to  the  price  of 
articles  purchased.  In  this,  I  think,  he  is  wrong,  and  that  he  is  responsible  for  the  price  as  well  as  the 
quality  and  delivery.  But,  I  do  not  concede  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  navy  agent  to  pay  an  account 
which  he  knows  to  be  incorrect,  though  approved  by  the  commanding  officer.  In  this  case,  he  made  the 
contract  himself.  He  knew  that  the  con  tract  price  was  $2,871,  and  not  $4.85.  No  approval  could 
justify  the  payment  of  a  price,  other  than  the  contract  price.  Nor  should  the  agent  who  paid  the  money, 
with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  facts,  and  without  an  effort  to  correct  the  error,  now  be  permitted  to  shield 
himself  under  the  wrong  done  by  the  commanding  officer  in  approving  the  accounts. 

His  next  position  is,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  government  to  pay  Graham  for  his  burnt  bread  as 
far  as  it  had  been  prepared  upon  requisitions,  because  it  was  their  fault  that  it  was  not  delivered.  In 
the  first  place,  no  claim  lias  born  presented  on  account  of  burnt  bread.  The  case  under  consideration  is 
an  overcharge  on  bread  lu-hiiillii  ilrlirrred.  In  the  next  place,  Graham  himself,  in  his  letter  to  the  Com- 
missioners, does  not  rest  liis  cinim  on  any  alleged  default  of  the  government.  The  oidy  reason  given  by 
him  for  not  delivering  bread  is,  "  /In'  inclemency  of  the  weather,"  which  prevented  his  taking  it  to  the  yard. 
There  is  not  a  particle  of  evidence  that  any  attempt  or  offer  was  made  to  deliver  it,  and  that  the  delivery 
was  prevented  by  the  refusal  of  the  naval  storekeeper  to  receive  it,  or  by  any  other  act  of  any  other 

•  This  letter  is  not  in  my  possession. 
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g-overnmeiit  agent.     As  the  assumed  fact,  on  which  the  argument  is  based,  does  not  exist,  the  are-ument 
itself  falls  to  the  ground.  *=" 

His  next  position  is,  that  it  was  right  to  pay  this  overcharge,  because,  had  Graham  delayed  the 
delivery  of  the  bread  a  few  days,  it  would  have  been  received  in  1829,  and  paid  for  as  charged,  according 
to  the  contract  of  that  roar.  Ts  tliis  argument  seriously  urged?  It  is  a  sufBcient  answer,  that  Graham 
did  not  delay  the  dclivci y  until  1S29,  and  having  delivered  it  in  1828,  he  was  only  entitled  to  the  contract 
price  of  that  year.  If  a  dciivc  ly  in  December  will  authorize  payment  according  to  the  contract  price  of 
the  next  year,  what  shall  prevent  the  application  of  the  same  rule  to  deliveries  made  in  November, 
September,  or  any  month  in  the  year? 

In  truth,  Graham  could  not  have  profited  by  delay.  His  contract  was  to  furnish  all  bread  required 
&c.,  during  the  year  1828.  This  bread  was  required  in  November,  1828,  and  had  he  failed  to  comply  with 
the  requisition  until  January,  1829,  he  must  still  have  been  paid  according  to  the  contract  of  the  former 
year.  No  fraudulent  delay  could  have  profited  him;  and  it  would  be  singular  if  he  could  claim  the 
benefits  of  a  fraud,  because  he  had  the  honesty  not  to  attempt  it. 

The  counsel's  last  position  is,  that,  in  paying  this  overcharge,  Mr.  King  acted  in  compliance  with  a 
command  of  the  Navy  Commissioners,  which  he  was  bound  to  obey. 

In  the  first  place,  it  does  not  appear  that  the  Navy  Commissioners  gave  any  such  command.  They 
informed  him,  that  they  had  determined  to  allow  Mr.  Graham  for  the  burnt  bread  the  price  stipulated  to 
be  paid  for  bread  required  in  1829.  They  gave  him  no  command  to  pay  an  overcharge  upon  any  bread 
actually  delivered  in  1828.  But  if  they  had  given  such  a  command,  it  was  the  duty  of  Mr.  King  not  to 
obey  it.  The  law  jircscribes  the  manner  in  which  contracts  shall  bo  made:  once  made,  according  to  law, 
the  price  which  they  stipulate  is  the  only  lauful  price.  No  approval  and  no  command  can  justify  the 
payment  of  a  greater  price,  until  the  contract  is  abrogated  by  competent  authority.  The  Navy  Commis- 
sioners are  mere  niini.sterial  officers;  the  law  constitutes  them  the  agents  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
in  making  contracts,  but  gives  them  no  judicial  power  over  them  when  made.  Probably,  the  head  of  the 
Department  may  abrogate  contracts,  and  direct  the  Commissioners  to  form  new  ones  upon  advertisement 
according  to  law,  or  purchase  in  open  market;  but  even  he  cannot  rightfully  direct  the  payment  to  a 
contractor  of  a  price  greater  than  his  contract  price.  To  admit  the  existence  of  such  a  power  in  the 
ministerial  officers  of  the  Department,  or  in  its  head,  would  overthrow  the  whole  system  which  the  law 
prescribes,  and  leave  the  whole  subject  of  contracts  to  unrestrained  executive  discretion. 

The  Commissioners  recently  gave  Mi'.  King  a  statement,  that,  in  paying  Mr.  Graham  the  overcharge, 
he  acted  in  accordance  with  their  directions.  How  those  directions  were  given  has  never  been  made  to 
appear.  If  they  had  been  in  writing,  Mr.  King  would  have  produced  them.  As  nothing  else  has  been 
produced,  I  presume  the  only  directions  given  were  their  letters,  stating  the  determination  to  pay  Mr. 
Graham  for  the  burnt  bread,  and  that  they  consider  the  payment  of  the  overcharge  on  the  bread  actually 
delivered,  as  a  substantial  compliance  with  that  intimation.  Were  I  to  admit  their  right  to  distribute  the 
charities  of  this  government,  and  could  Mr.  King  produce  their  peremptory  order  to  pay  Mr.  Graham  for 
his  burnt  bread,  I  could  never  pass  the  vouchers  presented  by  him  as  a  compliance  with  that  order.  I 
should  require  vouchers  setting  forth  the  facts. 

Neither  in  the  case  of  Scranson,  nor  in  that  of  Graham,  has  the  government  received,  or  can  it  ever 
receive  a  consideration  of  one  cent.     The  latter  is  a  case  of  charity;  the  former,  worse. 

Presuming  that  your  report  will  disclose  the  manner  in  which  Mr.  King  has  made  his  quarterly 
returns,  compared  with  his  monthly,  I  have  not  thought  it  necessaiy  to  reply  to  that  part  of  the 
resolution. 

Unless  something  has  escaped  both  memory  and  research,  you  have  annexed  copies  of  all  the  corres- 
pondence on  the  subject  of  the  resolution,  marked  from  L  to  Y,  inclusive. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  AMOS  KENDALL. 

Honorable  Secret.\ry  of  the.  Navy. 


A. 

Treasury  Departsiext,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  January  21,  1830. 
Sir:  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  inform  me  whether  your  approval  to  the  enclosed  vouchers  was 
placed  upon  them  at  or  near  the  time  of  their  date;  and  if  not,  when  and  under  what  circumstances  you 
approved  them? 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  AMOS  KENDALL. 

Commodore  A.  SI^fCLAIR,  United  States  Navy,  Norfolk,  Va. 


B. 

Norfolk,  February  1,  1830. 

Sir:  Your  letter  enclosing  three  accounts,  herewith  returned,  in  which  you  ask  me  to  state  how  long- 
it  has  been  since  I  approved  them — whether  at  the  time  they  bear  date,  or  at  some  subsequent  period I 

have  to  state  that  the  accounts  were  approved  by  me  about  six  weeks  since,  but  not  before  I  satisfied 
myself  of  their  correctness.  For  this  act  of  informality  permit  me,  in  explanation,  to  give  the  following 
reasons: 

The  bill  of  Niomyers,  for  twenty  dollars,  charged  for  a  bugle  furnished  the  Congress,  I  know  thus  far 
to  be  correct.  The  Congress  was  under  my  command  at  that  time.  I  made  a  requisition  for  a  bugle  for 
the  ship,  and  know  it  was  furnished  by  the  agent.  What  became  of  the  requisition  I  know  not.  The 
second  account,  of  T.  B.  Seymour,  for  twenty-one  dollars, /or  loood  furnished  the  Constellation,  as  well  as 
three  dollars  seventy-five  cents  for  water,  paid  C.  GoUey,  I  have  no  other  reason  to  suppose  correct  than 
VOL.  Ill 76  L 
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their  certificates,  and  Mr.  King's  word,  which  I  cannot  doubt.  They  state  to  me  that  the  wood  and  water 
were  furnished  for  the  public  service;  that  they  were  paid  by  Mr.  King  for  that  pui'pose,  and  the  articles 
delivered  on  board  the  ships,  as  stated  in  the  accounts.  By  reference  to  my  household  expenses,  I  find 
wood  was  selling  in  Norfolk,  at  the  time  referred  to  in  Seymour's  bill,  at  five  dollars  per  cord;  sawing 
fifty  cents  per  cord,  where  the  logs  were  sawed  asunder  in  two  parts;  drayage  fifty  cents  per  cord.  For 
ships  the  logs  are  generally  sawed  in  four  pieces,  which,  of  course,  with  splitting,  bark,  and  packing, 
would  make  the  difference  charged.  Mr.  King  assured  me  that  the  accounts  had  been  overlooked,  till  ho 
handed  them  for  approval,  which  was  the  only  reason  he  could  assign  for  not  presenting  them  at  an 
earlier  period. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  A.  SINCLAIR. 

To  Amos  Kexdall,  Esq. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  bill  against  the  frigate  Constellation,  bearing  date  19th  October,  1819,  for 
three  cords  of  wood,  sawing,  splitting,  and  drayage,  charged  at  twenty-one  dollars,  was  furnished  by  me, 
and  paid  by  Miles  King,  Esq.,  at  that  time  navy  agent. 

Given  under  my  hand,  this  1st  day  of  February,  1830.  THOMAS  B.  SEYMOUR. 

To  Commodore  Sinclair. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  bill  bearing  date  July  9,  1818,  amounting  to  three  dollars  and  seventy-five 
cents,  was  for  water  furnished  by  me  for  the  United  States  schooner  Asp;  and  that  I  was  paid  the  same 
by  Miles  King',  navy  agent,  at  the  time  charged  in  the  bill. 

Given  under  my  liand,  this  first  day  of  February,  1830.  C.  COLLEY. 

To  Commodore  Sinclair. 


Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  Feh-uary  13,  1830. 

Sir:  Enclosed  you  will  receive  several  vouchers,  presented  by  Miles  King,  Esq.,  late  navy  agent,  for 
allowance  at  this  oflice.  Their  freshness  of  appearance,  with  other  circumstances,  induces  a  belief  that 
they  were  not  executed  at  the  time  they  bear  date.  As  they  appear  to  be  in  your  handwriting,  I  beg 
that  you  will  inspect  them,  and  inform  me  when  and  under  what  circumstances  they  were  written  and 
signed.  There  are  numerous  others,  bearing  date  in  1811,  1818,  1819,  1820,  and  1821,  also  in  your 
handwriting;  be  so  good  as  to  inform  me  whether  they  were  not  all  written  in  1829,  or  about  the  same 
time  as  the  enclosed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  AMOS  KENDALL. 

Joseph  Murden,  Esq.,  Norfolk,  Va. 


D. 

Norfolk,  February  18,  1830. 
Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  13th  instant,  with  its  enclosed  vouchers,  has  been  duly  received;  and  in 
reply  to  the  inquiiy  "whether  they  were  not  written  in  1829,"  I  have  to  state  that  I  found  in  the  office 
of  the  late  navy  agent  a  number  of  informal  bills,  many  of  which,  upon  examination,  I  found  had  not  been 
charged;  these  I  put  in  proper  form,  and  obtained  signatures  to,  corresponding  with  the  receipts  of  the 
informal  ones. 

I  herewith  return  those  enclosed  to  me. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  J.  MURDEN. 

Amos  Kendall,  Esq.,  Fourth  Auditor,  Washington. 


E. 

Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  February  27,  1880. 

Sir:  Perceiving  that  a  considerable  number  of  the  vouchers  presented  by  you,  bearing  date  in  1817, 
1818,  1819,  &c.,  were  fresh  in  their  appearance,  and  in  the  handwriting  of  Mr.  J.  Murden,  I  enclosed 
him  some  of  them,  and  put  to  him  the  question,  "whether  they  were  not  written  in  1829?"  to  which  he 
has  made  the  following  reply: 

"I  found  in  the  office  of  the  late  navy  agent  a  number  of  informal  bills,  many  of  which,  upon  exami- 
nation, I  found  had  not  been  charged.  These  I  put  in  proper  form,  and  obtained  signatures  corresponding 
with  the  receipts  of  the  informal  ones." 

One  leading  motive  in  rejecting  the  vouchers  of  old  date  in  Mr.  Murden's  handwriting,  was  the 
conviction  of  my  own  mind,  that  all  the  receipts  were  recently  executed.  If  corresponding  receipts,  given 
when  the  vouchers  bear  date,  although  informal,  were  produced,  it  would  materially  change  my  view  of 
the  claims,  even  if  the  informality  were  such  as  to  preclude  their  passage  as  sufficient  vouchers.  I  there- 
fore hope  you  will  forward  to  me  the  informal  receipted  bills  referred  to  by  Mr.  Murden,  if  such  be  in 
your  possession,  or  within  your  command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  AMOS  KENDALL. 

Miles  King,  Esq.,  late  Navy  Agent,  Norfolk,   Va. 


1830.]  ACCOUNTS   AND    VOUCHERS    OF    MILES    KING.  603 


Norfolk,  June  23,  1829. 

Sir:  I  enclose,  herewith,  Mr.  Graham's  three  accounts  for  bread,  with  the  certificate  of  the  inspect- 
ing officer  upon  them.  I  enclose  also,  extracts  of  letters  from  the  Navy  Board,  allowing  Mr.  Graham 
something  additional  in  the  price  of  his  bread,  in  consequence  of  his  losing  so  much  by  fire,  and,  in  some 
measure,  owing  to  its  not  being  received  when  ready;  there  is  a  certificate  sworn  to  before' a  magistrate, 
of  the  quantity  actually  lost  in  the  fire. 

The  payment  of  $200  to  the  cashier  of  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  United  States,  was  for  Spanish  dollars 
for  the  frigate  Guerriere,  they  and  doubloons  being  the  only  money  that  would  be  of  use  to  them  in  South 
America;  the  requisition  was  for  $10,000  to  be  furnished  in  specie,  and  I  could  not  procure  the  sum  under 
$200.     The  duplicate  of  Mr.  Welsen's  requisition  is  herewith  enclosed. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  MILES  KING. 

Alios  Kexdall,  Esq.,  Fourth  Auditor,  Washington. 

The  extracts  are  omitted,  being  parts  of  the  following  letters,  marked  2,  3  and  4. 


G. 

Navy  Commissioners'  Office,  June  29,  1829. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  request  in  your  letter  of  the  27th  instant,  the  Commissioners  enclose 
herewith,  copies  of  the  following  letters,  viz: 

From  T.  Graham  to  the  Commissioners,  dated  2d  December,  1828. 

From  the  Commissioners  to  Mr.  King,  dated  6th  December,  1828,  and 

From  the  same  to  the  same,  dated  14th  of  November,  1828. 

These  embrace  all  the  correspondence,  on  this  occasion,  in  relation  to  the  price  paid  to  Mr.  Graham 
for  the  bread  to  which  your  letter  refers;  but  it  is  proper  to  state,  that  the  alteration  of  price  was  made 
hy  the  board,  in  consideration  of  the  great  rise  of  flour,  and  the  peculiar  hardship  of  Mr.  Graham's  situa- 
tion, from  the  loss  of  so  large  a  quantity  of  bread  ready  for  delivery. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  L.  WARRINGTON. 

Amos  Kexdall,  Esq.,  Fourth  Auditor. 


H. 

Norfolk,  December  2,  1828. 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  represent  to  you  that,  on  the  7th  of  November,  I  received  an  indent  for  52,500 
pounds  of  bread  for  the  United  States  frigate  Guerriere,  which,  on  the  14th  ultimo,  was  ready  for  delivery, 
but,  from  tlie  inclemency  of  the  weather,  was  prevented  from  sending  it  to  the  yard.  Unfortunately,  on 
the  night  of  the  19th  ultimo,  my  two  bake-houses  were  consumed  by  fire,  with  all  the  contents  of  one, 
and  nearly  the  whole  contents  of  the  other,  among  which  there  were  828  barrels  of  navy  bread,  weighing 
63,000  pounds,  52,500  pounds  of  which  was  prepared  in  compliance  with  the  above  requisition,  a  portion 
for  the  United  States  ship  Alert,  and  the  surplus  ready  to  meet  any  other  demands,  none  of  which  was 
insured. 

Notwithstanding  my  serious  losses,  I  am  now  making  every  exertion  to  comply  with  my  contract, 
and  am  now  baking  as  fast  as  I  can  in  a  hired  bake-house,  and  will,  if  possible,  have  it  ready  for  the 
Guerriere  in  time. 

I  hope  that,  in  consideration  of  the  above  statement,  and  the  loss  which  I  shall  necessarily  sustain 
in  the  subsequent  rise  of  flour,  the  Commissioners  will,  if  they  can,  consistent  with  what  is  right,  make 
some  extra  allowance,  as  I  am  now  losing,  on  every  Isarrel  of  flour  I  take,  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents, 
independent  of  labor,  fuel,  &c. 

I  am,  respectfully,  &c.,  J.  GRAHAM. 

Com.  John  Rodgers,  (6c.,  Sc. 


I. 

N.ivY  Commissioners'  Office,  December  6,  1828. 
Sir:  The  Commissioners  have  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Graham,  informing  them  of  the  loss  of  his 
bake-houses,  and  the  destruction  of  52,500  pounds  of  bread,  which  had  been  prepared  for  the  Guerriere; 
they  have  decided  to  allow  him,  for  this  bread,  the  same  terms  as  stated  in  their  letter  to  you  of  the 
14th  ultimo,  upon  your  receiving  satisfojctory  evidence  that  the  quantity  had  been  prepared  under  the 
requisition,  and  that  it  was  destroyed  as  stated. 

'^u  will  make  known  to  Mr.  Graham  this  decision  of  the  board. 

I  am,  &c.,  JOHN  RODGERS. 

Miles  King,  Esq.,  Navy  Agent,  Norfolk,  Va. 
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K. 

Na-\t  Comjiissioneks'  Office,  November  14,  1828. 

Sir:  In  consequence  of  the  rise  in  the  price  of  flour  since  the  offers  to  furnish  navy  bread  for  the 
year  1829  were  made,  the  bakers,  generally,  have  withdrawn  their  offers.  We  have  made  an  agreement 
with  a  baker  in  Baltimore  upon  the  following  terms,  viz: 

Concluding  the  price  of  superfine  flour  to  be  six  dollars  per  barrel,  then  the  price  of  bread  made  of 
fine  flour  and  the  best  middlings,  in  equal  portions,  to  be  3i  cents  per  pound,  increasing  the  price  45  cents 
per  hundred  pounds  for  every  dollar  the  price  of  flour  may  increase  above  $6,  and  deducting  45  cents 
per  hundred  pounds  for  every  dollar  the  price  may  fall  below  $6. 

You  will  propose  these  terms  to  Mr.  Harris  and  Mr.  Graham.  If  they  both  agree,  then  contract  with 
each  for  half  the  supply;  if  but  one  agrees,  then  contract  with  him. 

I  am,  &c.,  JOHN  EODGERS. 

Miles  King,  Esq.,  Navy  Agent,  Norfolk. 


Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  October  23,  1829. 

Sir:  Herewith  I  return  to  you  vouchers  numbered  by  me  from  1  to  15,  inclusive,  forwarded  by  you 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  credits  in  this  office,  with  my  remarks. 

No.  1,  with  the  accompanying  account,  &c.,  &c.,  bears  date  November  17,  181t.  Why  have  not 
these  accounts  been  presented  at  this  oifice  before?  If  they  have,  why  were  not  they  allowed?  There  is 
no  approval  to  tlie  account  whatever,  and  tlie  approval  to  the  requisition  is  not  deemed  suiBcient.  The 
accounts  must  either  be  approved  by  the  commanding  officer,  or  certified  to  be  just. 

No.  2,  dated  December  13,  1817,  has  neither  an  approval  nor  a  receipt  of  the  naval  storekeeper,  or 
any  other  person  in  the  public  service,  for  the  articles  delivered.  The  certificate  of  the  present  naval 
storekeeper  is  deemed  wholly  insufiicient  to  authorize  its  allowance,  and,  as  in  case  of  No.  1,  its  age  is 
privia  facie  evidence  against  its  correctness. 

No.  3.  Why  has  not  this  been  heretofore  presented  and  allowed?  It  is  dated  November  2,  1818. 
Why  are  the  erasures  and  the  freshness  of  interlineation?  If  James  Naduso  (or  the  man  whose  name  is 
erased)  signed  "  John Nudau so,"  as  the  receipt  reads,  John  Nudauso  never  has  signed  himself.  These  points 
require  explanation. 

No.  4  is  dated  February  27,  1817.  The  account  and  the  witness'  name  to  the  receipt  appear  to 
have  been  recently  written.  It  is  necessary  to  show  why  this  voucher  has  not  been  presented  and 
allowed  before. 

No.  5  is  dated  March  6,  1817,  and  receipted  January  3,  1822.  Why  was  it  not  paid  in  1817,  and 
why  has  it  not  since  been  presented  and  allowed? 

No.  G,  dated  in  1819,  is  a  duplicate.  Where  is  the  original?  Why  has  it  not  heretofore  been 
presented  and  allowed? 

No.  7  is  dated  September  30,  1819.  What  necessity  could  there  have  existed  for  hiring  a  steamboat 
to  carry  dispatclies  to  Washington,  and  why  has  not  the  account  been  presented  before? 

No.  8  is  dated  in  1819,  and  ought  to  have  been  presented  long  ag-o. 

No.  9  is  dated  December  7,  1821.  Some  reason  ought  to  be  given  why  it  has  not  been  heretofore 
settled.     The  letter  or  requisition  is  for  $50  only,  and  the  receipt  for  $450;  the  requisition  only  is 


No.  10  is  a  power  of  attorney,  authorizing  William  Loyall  to  receive  money  on  account  of  Gary 
Selden,  for  the  jiresent  year.  It  is  dated  March  7,  1825.  The  accompanying  receipts,  A  and  B,  the  one 
dated  December  25,  1823,  and  the  otlicr  October  25,  1829!  The  former  is  notoriously  antedated,  and  the 
date  of  the  latter  has  not  yet  arrived.  It  was  probably  intended  to  be  October  25,  1823.  Was  the 
money  claimed  under  these  vouchers  paid  in  1823?  Why  then  do  not  the  receipts  give  the  true  date  of 
payments?     In  any  view  the  receipts  are  inadmissible  under  the  power  of  attorney  presented. 

No.  11  has  no  approval,  the  name  of  the  commanding  officer  being  erased.  If  correct  it  should 
heretofore  have  been  presented  and  settled.     Why  has  it  not  been  done? 

No.  12,  dated  March  22,  1826,  cannot  be  allowed  at  this  office.  Admitting  that  the  government 
ought  to  pay  for  the  transportation  of  its  officers,  there  was  not,  so  far  as  I  know,  any  regidation 
authorizing  the  payment  of  their  steamboat  bills.  If  allowed  at  all  it  must  be  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy. 

No.  13  is  dated  .^pril  6,  1826.  Why  has  not  this  been  settled  with  your  quarterly  accounts?  Does 
the  government  pay  for  measuring  the  coal  she  pays  for  under  contract? 

Nos.  14  and  15.  Upon  the  former  there  is  no  approval,  and  upon  the  latter  no  receipt.  Each  voucher 
must  bo  perfect  in  itself     I  am  not  authorized  to  consider  one  as  a  part  of  another. 

In  the  general  I  have  to  remark  that,  when  vouchers  are  withheld  quarter  after  quarter,  and  year 
after  year,  by  an  officer  whose  duty  it  is  to  render  his  accounts  quarterly,  it  is  strong  presumptive  evidence 
of  their  incorrectness,  and  it  becomes  the  duty  of  an  accounting  officer  to  be  more  than  usually  rigid 
in  exacting  evidences  of  their  justice.  The  practice  of  antedating  receipts,  or  any  other  papers,  is  one 
which  I  view  with  the  utmost  repugnance,  and  it  will  be  a  portion  of  my  duty  to  see  that  all  vouchers 
rendcri'd  to  this  office  are  literally  true.  They  must  not  be  framed  upon  any  construction  which  it  may 
be  alleged  gives  a  false  date  to  a  true  account  or  receipt,  but  must  represent  all  the  facts  just  as  th^y  are. 

It  is  my  duty,  also,  to  inquire  of  you,  what  disposition  has  been  made  of  the  condemned  articles 
received  by  you  for  sale  on  the  4th  May  last,  as  per  your  receipt  to  the  naval  storekeeper? 

Your  early  attention  is  requested  to  the  subject  of  this  letter,  for  it  is  desirable  to  close  your  account 
as  soon  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  AMOS  KENDALL. 

Miles  King,  Esq.,  late  Navy  Agent,  Norfolk,  Virginia. 
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M. 

Norfolk,  October  28,  1829. 

Sir:  I  have  duly  received  your  letter  of  the  23d  instant,  witli  the  papers  mentioned  therein.  I  had 
intended  leaving-  this  in  the  Baltimore  boat  to-morrow  morning  for  Washington,  but  the  several  remarks 
in  your  letter  make  it  necessary  for  me  to  remain  a  fevr  days  to  procure  certificates  to  show  you  that 
every  account  presented  has  been  paid  by  me,  and  at  the  time  mentioned  in  the  receipts,  except  Mr. 
Loyall's;  tliat  was  an  error  of  his,  not  mine;  the  money  was  actually  paid  in  1823,  as  he  has  stated  on 
the  account.  I  shall  be  in  Washington  on  Tuesday  next,  when  I  hope  to  give  such  explanations  as  to  con- 
vince you  that  the  accounts  are  strictly  just,  and  should  be  allowed.  The  disposition  of  the  condemned 
articles  will  also  be  explained  to  your  satisfaction. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  MILES  KING. 

Amos  Kendall,  Esq.,  Fourth  Auditor. 


N. 


Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  November  14,  1829. 
Sir:  On  handing  me  a  bundle  of  papers  when  I  last  saw  you,  I  imderstood  j^ou  to  say  that  you  had 
yet  further  claims  to  present  for  my  consideration.  I  directed  Mr.  MagilU  not  to  take  up  your  account 
again  until  they  were  received.  I  have  now  to  request  that  you  will  forward  me  all  the  claims  you  have 
to  present,  that  the  settlement  of  your  accounts  may  be  brought  to  a  speedy  and  final  close.  If  I  receive 
nothing  further  from  you,  I  shall,  in  a  few  days,  direct  your  account  to  be  stated  for  report. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AMOS  KENDALL. 
Miles  King,  Esq.,  late  Navy  Agent,  Norfolk,  Virginia. 


0. 

Norfolk,  November  21,  1829. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  in  reply  to  which,  I  take  the  liberty  of  saying 
that  I  have  further  claims  against  the  Navy  Department,  which  I  am  preparing  to  send  in,  and  that  I  am 
making  up  a  statement  of  my  accounts,  which  I  trust  will  be  a  very  satisfactory  one,  and  rendered  as 
soon  as  possible. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  MILES  KING. 

Amos  Kendall,  Esq.,  Fourth  Auditor,  Washington. 

N.  B. — The  time  required  by  law  for  me  to  settle  my  account  has  not  yet  expired,  nor  will  it  expire 
until  the  first  of  January  next. 


Washington,  December  28,  1829. 

Sir:  The  following  explanations  are  offered  in  support  of  my  vouchers,  No.  1  to  No.  15,  as  contained 
in  your  letter  of  the  23d  of  October  last. 

"No.  1,  with  the  accompanying  accounts,  A  and  B,  bearing  date  November  17,  1817.  Why  have 
not  these  accounts  been  presented  at  this  ofiBce  before?  If  they  have,  why  were  they  not  allowed?  There 
is  no  approval  to  the  accounts  whatever,  and  the  approval  to  the  requisition  is  not  deemed  sufScient. 
The  accounts  must  be  approved  by  the  commanding  ofEcer,  or  certified  to  be  just."  Reply:  In  regard  to 
the  first  interrogatory,  they  stand  on  the  same  footing  with  many  more;  from  some  cause,  perhaps  a  mul- 
tiplicity of  business,  they  have  been  neglected.  Although  they  are  defective  in  form,  they  are  substan- 
tially perfect.  The  articles  are  in  exact  accordance  with  the  requisition,  and  are  receipted  for  by  the 
naval  storekeeper,  (see  extract  from  his  book,  made  by  the  present  storekeeper.)  The  articles  were  pro- 
cured from  Messrs.  Mcintosh  &  Saylor,  were  delivered  at  the  naval  store,  the  bills  regularly  paid  and 
receipted.  The  whole  circumstances,  taken  together,  establish  the  validity  of  this  voucher  beyond  the 
possibility  of  a  doubt. 

"No.  2,  dated  13th  December,  1817,  has  neither  approval  nor  receipt  of  the  naval  storekeeper,  or 
any  other  person  in  the  public  service,  for  the  articles  as  delivered.  The  certificate  of  the  present  naval 
storekeeper  is  deemed  wholly  insufficient  to  authorize  its  allowance,  and,  as  in  case  of  No.  1,  its  age  is 
prima  facie  evidence  against  its  correctness."  Reply:  The  account  and  receipt  are  perfect  in  every  respect ; 
Robert  E.  Steed,  who,  for  respectability,  yields  to  no  man,  acknowledges  to  have  received  the  money; 
the  naval  storekeeper  has  entered  the  articles  on  his  book;  the  book  has  been  examined  by  Captain 
E.  P.  Kennedy,  of  the  navy,  whose  certificate  is  attached  to  the  account,  and  is  referred  to.  It  is  not 
perceived  that  its  age  carries  with  it  such  evidence  as  above  quoted;  for,  if  the  account  was  mislaid  or 
neglected  one  year,  such  neglect  might  extend  to  any  number  of  years.  R.  E.  Steed  is  still  alive,  and 
Thomas  Dalton's  books  are  at  hand,  both  of  which,  taken  in  connection,  establish  this  account  on  an 
immovable  basis. 

"  No.  3.  Why  has  not  this   been  heretofore  presented  and  allowed?     It  is  dated  November  2,  1818. 
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Why  the  erasure  and  the  freshness  of  the  interlineation,  if  James  Nardaux  (or  the  man  whose  name  is 
erased)  signed  for  John  Nardeaux,  as  the  receipt  once  read.  J  no.  Nardoux  has  never  signed  himself. 
These  points  require  explanation."  Reply:  Why  it  has  not  been  presented  cannot  be  so  satisfactorily 
explained,  as  that  it  is  a  good  and  substantial  voucher  for  three  or  four  dollars  or  as  many  thousands. 
The  approval  of  Captain  J.  D.  Henley  justifies  its  payment;  the  erasure  is  not  the  business  of  the  agent; 
the  money  was  paid  to  Nardoux,  and  Nardoux  has  acknowledged  it  by  his  receipt.  The  freshness  of  the 
additional  part  of  the  receipt  was  written  by  a  clerk,  to  make  it  more  formal. 

"  No.  4  is  dated  February  27,  1819.  Tlie  account  and  the  witness'  name  to  the  receipt  appear  to  have 
been  recently  written.  It  is  necessary  to  explain  why  this  voucher  has  not  been  presented  and  allowed 
before."  Reply:  This  voucher  is  an  order  from  Captain  J.  D.  Henley,  and  the  receipt,  inside,  is  the  cor- 
rect and  proper  one.     Nothing  can  be  added  to  this  voucher  which  could  improve  it. 

"  No.  5,  dated  March  6,  1819,  and  receipted  January  3,  1822.  Why  was  it  not  paid  in  1819,  and  why 
has  it  not  since  been  presented  and  allowed?"  Reply:  Its  remaining  unpaid  so  long  can  be  explained 
by  the  person  who  thus  neglected  his  own  business.  The  receipt  of  the  commanding  officer  establishes 
the  validity  of  the  bill,  and  the  receipt  of  J.  A.  Barron,  (an  old  and  respectable  citizen  of  Norfolk,) 
establishes  another  fact,  i.  e.  its  payment,  and  constitutes  this  an  unexceptionable  voucher. 

"  No.  6,  dated  in  1819,  is  a  duplicate;  where  is  the  orginal?  Why  has  it  not  been  presented  and 
allowed?"  Reply:  This  is  marked  duplicate,  but  in  the  absence  of  the  other  is  the  original;  it  being  in 
all  respects  the  same,  must  be  equally  good.  It  uns  presented,  and  for  some  cause  equally  unknown  to 
the  agent  and  the  then  Auditor,  that  part  of  it  embracing  picHes  was  suspended  "  for  want  of  a  voucher." 
The  objection  was  one  of  so  captious  and  frivolous  a  nature  that  the  account  was  laid  by  with  disgust, 
and  has  since  been  neglected.  The  account  is  perfect  in  every  respect,  and  is  a  good  and  sufficient 
voucher  for  its  amount;  its  "age"  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

"No.  1,  dated  September,  1819.  What  necessity  could  there  have  existed  for  hiring  a  steamboat 
to  carry  dispatches  to  Washington,  and  why  has  not  the  account  been  presented  heretofore?"  Reply: 
Of  the'"  necessity"  the  agent  was  not  to  judge;  he  acted  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  Commodore  Sin- 
clair. The  account  has  not  only  been  pi-esented,  but  absolutely  passed,  by  order  of  the  then  Secretary 
of  the  Navyl  To  this  fact,  Mr.  Cassin,  if  alive,  could  and  would  give  ample  testimony;  why  it  was  not 
placed  to  my  credit  is  beyond  my  keii. 

"  No.  8  is  dated  1819,  and  ought  to  have  been  presented  long  ago."  Reply:  Admitted  in  its  full 
force,  but  "  better  late  than  never." 

"No.  9  is  dated  December  7,  1821.  Some  reason  must  be  given  why  it  has  not  been  heretofore 
settled.  The  letter  or  requisition  is  for  $50  only,  and  the  receipt  for  $450.  The  requisition  only  is 
approved."  Reply:  This  voucher  is  for  $451,  is  in  regular  and  proper  form;  like  many  of  its  kindred, 
has  been  neglected.     The  approval  of  the  requisition  was  all  that  was  necessary,  and  is  for  $451. 

"No.  10  is  a  power  of  attorney,  authorizing  William  Loyall  to  receive  money,  &c.,  on  account  of 
Carey  Selden,  for  this  present  year:  it  is  dated  March,  1825.  The  accompanying  receipts  A  and  B  are 
dated,  the  one  December,  1823,  and  the  other  October,  1829;  the  former  is  notoriously  antedated,  and 
the  date  of  the  latter  has  not  arrived.  It  was  probably  intended  to  be  October,  1823.  Was  the  money 
claimed  under  these  vouchers  paid  in  1823?  Then  why  was  it  not  receipted  for  then?  Was  it  paid  in 
October,  1829,  why  then  do  not  the  receipts  give  the  true  date  of  the  payments?  In  my  view,  the  receipts 
are  inadmissible  under  the  power  of  attorney  presented."  Reply:  The  certificates  endorsed  on  each  of 
the  bills  A  and  B,  are  now  referred  to  as  a  full  and  satisfactory  explanation.  That  Mr.  Loyall  was  the 
attorney  for  Carey  Selden,  ample  testimony  can  be  furnished  in  the  Department;  both  parties  are  well 
known  to  the  government. 

"  No.  11  has  no  approval,  the  name  of  the  commanding  oflBcer  being  erased.  If  correct,  it  should 
have  been  heretofore  presented  and  settled.  Why  has  it  not  been  done?"  Reply:  The  commanding 
officer  did  approve  this  voucher,  being  satisfied  of  its  validity;  his  subsequent  act  of  running  the  pen 
through  his  signature,  was  because  he  thought  it  informal,  and  that  different  accounts  should  have  been 
made  out  for  the  different  vessels;  the  signatui-e  and  approval  of  the  account,  so  far  as  regards  its  just- 
ni'ss,  is  as  good  as  if  this  act  of  erasure  has  never  been  committed.  That  it  ought  to  have  been  hereto- 
fore presented,  is  not  denied,  but  if  it  was  a  just  claim  in  1825,  it  cannot  be  less  so  in  1829. 

"  No.  12,  dated  March,  1826,  cannot  be  admitted  at  this  office;  admitting  that  government  ought  to 
pay  for  the  transportation  of  its  officers,  there  was  not,  so  far  as  I  know,  any  regulation  authorizing  the 
payment  of  their  steamboat  bills;  if  allowed  at  all,  it  must  be  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy."  Reply: 
This  officer  was  ordered  to  take  command  of  the  West  India  squadron,  and  took  passage  on  board  a 
vessel  then  in  Hampton  Roads,  near  Fortress  Monroe,  say  about  fifteen  miles  from  Norfolk;  himself  and 
two  men  were,  by  law,  entitled  to  mileage,  and,  in  lieu  of  two,  the  expense  would  have  been  from  seven 
to  eight  dollars. 

"  No.  13  is  dated  1826.  Why  has  it  not  been  settled  in  your  quarterly  accounts?  Does  govern- 
ment pay  for  measuring  the  coal  she  receives  under  contract?"  Reply:  By  law  as  well  as  custom,  each 
contracting  party  mutually  pays  this  expense.  The  inquiry  is  moreover  deemed  entirely  useless,  since 
the  voucher  has  the  sanction  of  the  commanding  officer. 

"  Nos.  14  and  15.  Upon  the  former  there  is  no  approval,  and  upon  the  latter  no  receipt;  each  voucher 
must  be  perfect  in  itself."  Reply:  These  vouchers,  it  is  believed,  have  been  perfected  and  transmitted. 
The  one  on  this  bill.  No.  15,  is  in  proper  form,  and  is  not  susceptible  of  improvement. 

M.  KING. 


Tre.^sury  Departmext,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  January  18,  1830. 
Sir:  Among  the  vouchers  recently  presented  to  this  office  by  Miles  King,  Esq.,  is  a  receipt  of  Edward 
S.  Waddey  for  five  hundred  and  eleven  dollars  and  three  cents,  ($511.03)  dated  December  22,  1818,  for 
eleven  tierces  of  rice  for  the  United  States  frigate  Congress,  without  any  receipt  of  the  naval  storekeeper, 
or  any  other  person,  for  the  delivery  of  the  article.  Learning  that  you  were  purser  of  the  Congress  at 
that  time,  and  not  being  able  to  trace  this  voucher  in  your  accounts,  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  state 
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whether  you  have  any  knowledge  or  recollection   of  the  delivery  of  this  rice  on  board  of  tliat  ship  or 
elsewhere,  for  the  usc'c.f  the  navy? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  AMOb  KLxNDALb. 

A.  P.  Dareagh,  Esq.,  Purser  U.  S.  Navy,  Norfolk,  Va. 


Norfolk,  Virginia,  January  23,  1830. 

Sir-  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  ISth  instant.  Immediately  after  the  return  of  the  frigate 
Cono-iess  from  hercruise  in  the  China  seas,  in  1821,  I  deposited  all  my  accounts,  as  well  for  provisions  as 
money  in  the  office  of  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  for  setth.-ment;  among  the  former  was  a  flat 
book 'about  eighteen  inches  long,  and  containing  perhaps  two  quh-es,  in  which  was  entered  m  appropriate 
columns  all  the  provisions  taken  on  board,  with  the  tinie,  place,  and  from  whom  received;  and  on  the 
opposite  side  was  an  account,  accompanied  by  the  proper  returns  and  vouchers,  of  their  expenditure. 
For  all  these  provisions,  I  receipted  either  to  Mr.  King,  navy  agent,  or  Mr.  Button,  who  was  then  navy 
storekeeper,  and  entered  them  to  their  respective  credits;  but  I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  persons  from 
whom  they  were  purchased.  „    .         t  ■,      ^  i         •      i  i  •     nr 

We  certainly  took  on  board  a  large  quantity  of  rice— I  presume  about  as  inucli  as  is  charged  m  Mr. 
Waddey's  bill,  which  would  supply  the  ship  for  about  six  months. 

I  have  examined  the  abstract  book,  and  accounts  of  Mr.  King  from  October,  1818,  to  June,  1819, 
which  embrace  all  the  time  the  Congress  was  here  in  commission,  and  believe  that  two  tierces  of  rice, 
1  221  pounds,  furnished  October  3,  1818,  is  the  whole  quantity  charged  m  them  either  to  tlie_  Congress  or 
n'avy  yard  The  account  of  Mr.  Waddy  is  not  charged.  If,  on  examination  ot  my  book,  ifc  is  found  that 
the  quantity  there  stated  agrees  with  his  account,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  its  being  the  parcel  taken  on 
board,  as  there  is  no  other  charged  to  the  government;  perhaps  my  receipt  to  the  navy  storekeeper  may 
be  found  among  his  papers  in  the  Navy  Commissioners'  office.  t.  a  pt?  a  ptt 

I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  A.  T.  UAltKALril. 

Amos  Kexd.^ll,  Esq.,  Fourlh  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  Washington. 


Washixgton,  February  12,  1830. 
On  my  arrival  at  this  place  in  December  last,  I  addressed  to  you  a  note  requesting  an  examination 
of  my  vouchers  which  had  been  transmitted  to  you  in  October  and  November;  if  the  examination  has 
been  gone  into,  I  wish  to  know  the  result,  and  have  such  vouchers  as  may  have  been  suspended  and 
rejected^ietmnedto^me^^  of  my  account,  say  on  the  24th  September,  1829,  exhibits  a  balance  against 
me  of  $16  798.75,  after  crediting  me  with  $7,406.62  of  vouchers  since  received,  by  which  it  appears  that 
none  ot'  the  sums  suspended  in  the  1st  and  2d  quarters  of  1829,  have  been  passed  to  my  credit;  the 
sums  alluded  to  are  $585  and  $2,839.55;  the  amount  for  bread  which  you  returned  to  me  constitutes  a 

^''*Li  each  ofthe'ieconciling  statements  for  the  1st  and  2d  quarters  of  1829,  the  sum  of  $5,842.16  is 
charged,  which  I  cannot  consider  correct  unless  that  sum  appears  on  both  my  returns,  and  I  do  not 
perceive  that  such  is  the  fact.  .-.j  „^  nxrp 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  MiLi.b  iviAi^. 

Amos  Kendall,  Esq. 


Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  February  15,  1830. 

Sir-  Your  note  of  the  12tli  instant  is  before  me.  You  will  recollect  that  subsequent  to  the  date  of 
yours  of  December  last,  to  which  you  allude,  you  called  on  me  in  my  office  and  had  a  conversation  m 
relation  to  your  accounts.  I  first  declined  taking  them  up  unless  you  would  first  P^^^^f*  all  the  claims 
you  intende^d  to  set  up  against  the  government;  but  finally  consented  to  ^"^'^^•'"^.XtirtaSn  ^an^ 
on  your  assenting  to  my  making  a  report  on  your  account.  1  our  papers  were  ^^"'o/'i,  "f  J.  ^^^^^^^^^ 
a  short  time  afterwards,  I  understood  you  had  returned  to  Norfolk,  since  which  I  have  heaid  nothing 
from  you  until  the  date  of  your  last  note.  ^  x    xi     c         i  n^r.-.^+r•n.^^^,^   nrrl  nftAi- 

We  proceeded  with  the  examination,  and  reported  your  account  to  he  Second  Comptrollei ,  and  aft^^ 
revision  by  him,  it  was  returned  to  this  office  on  the  6th  instant.  As  the  accouut  °^/t^^^^^'  ^^'%^^^^^ 
balance  against  you  of  $3,835.20      A  reconciling  statement  is  preparing  and  will  be  sent  to  you  as  soon 

^'  ""Ts'the' causes  for  the  reiection  of  many  of  your  claims  can  be  shown  only  by  the  papers  themselves 
presettefas  vouchei;,  I  am'dS^ected  by  tlfe  Secretary  of  the  ^ayy  to  retain  those  rejected  by  him  and 
for  the  same  reason  I  shall  also  retain  those  which  have  been  rejected  m  this  office.  If  y^"  de.ue  it 
copies  will  be  furnished  you;  and  should  you  prosecute  your  claims  in  ^°yo*er  office,  oi  l^^efoie  any 
other  tribunal,  the  originals  will  be  produced  at  your  request.  It  is  not  intended  ^^^^f  ;,^J,fl^;^;.^^  "'V 
tion,  any  right  which  you  think  you  possess,  but  simply  to  afford  means  of  explaining  the  decisions  ot 
the  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ^^^^^  KENDALL. 

Miles  King,  Esq.     Present. 
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U. 


Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  February  15,  1830. 

Sir:  Accompanying  this  you  have  a  reconcilement  of  your  account,  as  reported  to  and  revised  by 
the  Second  Comptroller,  in  which  there  was  passed  to  your  credit  the  sum  of  $586,  alluded  to  in  your 
letter  of  the  12th  instant,  and  of  the  amount  $3,929.55  there  was  $1,400  passed  to  your  credit,  $1,200 
for  office  expenses  and  clerk  hire,  and  $200  for  the  premium  paid  J.  Roberts,  cashier,  for  Spanish 
dollars;  the  balance  $1,439.55,  paid  to  T.  Graham,  remains  suspended. 

If  you  desire  a  detailed  statement  of  the  reasons  why  any  of  your  claims  have  been  rejected  in  this 
office,  it  will  be  given. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  AMOS  KENDALL. 

Miles  King,  Esq.,  late  Navy  Agent,  Norfolk,  Virginia. 


V. 

Reconcilement  of  the  account  of  Miles  King,  late  navy  agent,  Norfolk,  Virginia. 

To  balance  due  United  States,  per  last  report.  No.  260,  September  26th,  1829 $16,198  75 

To  which  add  this  sum  debited  to  agent  in  this  settlement,  for  an  erroneous  credit  here- 
tofore given  to  him  by  Bev.  Kennon,  in  the  settlement  of  his  account  for  recruiting,  in- 
stead of  Nash  Legrand,  navy  agent 1 ,  000  00 

Also,  this  sum  for  an  erroneous  credit  given  by  W.  P.  Zantzinger,  purser,  in  his  account, 

No.  6,018,  for  an  allotment  of  Andrew  Peal,  sr.,  not  paid  by  agent 30  00 

Also,  the  sum  debited  to  agent  in  this  settlement  under  provisions  for  an  amount  of  sales  at 

auction,  deposited  to  agent's  credit,  as  per  cashier's  certificate  herewith 85  39 

$11,914  14 
By  this  sum  credited  to  the  agent  in  this  settlement 14 ,  018  94 

Balance  due  United  States,  as  per  office  statement  herewith $3, 835  20 

AMOS  KENDALL. 
Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  February  15,  1830. 


W,  No.  1. 

Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  April  20,  1830. 
Sir:  I  return  you  the  claim  assigned  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  by  Miles  King,  late  navy 
agent  at  Norfolk.  He  has  claimed  a  credit  for  this  amount  in  his  account  with  the  government,  and  was 
informed,  when  last  in  the  city,  that  it  would  be  allowed  on  his  presenting  the  proper  vouchers  to  this 
office.  As  there  is  still  a  balance  against  him  on  the  books  of  this  office,  he  cannot  be  permitted  to  assign 
away  any  claim  he  may  have  against  the  government  until  that  balance  is  adjusted. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AMOS  KENDALL. 
Richard  Smith,  Esq.,  Cashier  Off.  Dep.  U.  S.  Bank,  Washington. 


W,  No.  2. 

Office  Bank  United  States,  Norfolk,  April  26,  1830. 
Richard  Smith,  Esq.,  cashier: 

Dear  Sir:  Yours  of  the  20th  instant,  with  its  enclosures,  is  received.  Is  not  Mr.  Kendall  under  a 
mistake  as  to  Mr.  King  having  charged  the  account  of  Scranson  for  stone  in  his  account  against  tlie 
government?  Mr.  King  neither  paid  it  nor  charged  it,  except  $61  freight,  which  was  paid  by  him  but 
not  charged;  and  the  only  reason  for  getting  Mr.  King's  assignment  on  the  account  was,  because  the 
i-eceipt  stated  the  money  to  have  been  paid  by  him,  which  has  been  explained  through  Mr.  Tazewell  to 
the  President,  and  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  The  bank  paid  the  $489,  as  stated  in  my  certificate, 
without  any  check,  or  any  other  voucher  than  the  accounts  themselves,  on  the  8th  of  August  last,  and  the 
object  of  sending  the  accounts  by  Mr.  King  to  Washington  was  to  ascertain  when  and  where  the  bank 
was  to  obtain  repayment.  Mr.  King  did  not  wish  to  introduce  them  in  his  account,  nor  to  receive  the 
amount,  and  having  been  told  by  the  President  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  both,  that  they  would  be 
paid  without  any  further  delay,  I  then  sent  them  to  you  for  collection. 

Please  make  this  explanation  to  Mr.  Kendall,  and  let  me  know  by  return  of  mail  if  he  will  pay  you 
the  accounts,  say  $439,  if  I  return  them  to  you  for  that  purpose.     Mr.  King  having  paid  the  $61,  he  will 
then  charge  that  amount  for  freight  in  his  account  against  the  government. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  L.  ROBERTS,  Cashier. 

On  the  accounts  of  Coote,  which  I  sent  you  a  few  days  ago,  against  the  Quartermaster's  depart- 
ment, I  had  advanced  for  Mr.  Coote's  accommodation  $600;  the  money  is  not  to  be  paid  except  to  my 
order.  J.  L.  R.,  Or. 
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No.  1. 
Navy  Department, 

To  Ichabod  L.  Scranson,  Dr. 

1829. 
August  8.  For  2,000  feet  stone  coping,  25  cents  per  foot $.500  00 


N0RF01.K,  August  8,  1829. 
Received  of  Miles  King,  navy  agent,  five  hundred  dollars  in  payment  the  above  bill.     $500 

ICHABOD  L.  SCRANSON. 
Pay  the  within  five  hundred  dollars  to  Joseph  L.  Roberts,  cashier,  or  his  order. 

M.  KING. 
Pay  the  within  to  Richard  Smith,  Esq.,  cashier,  or  order. 

JOSEPH  L.  ROBERTS,    Cashier. 

Four  hundred  and  thirtj'-nine  dollars  are  due  for  the  within  bill,  which  amount  shall  be  paid  as  soon 
as  money  is  received  from  "Washington. 

MILES  KING. 
$439  00 

61  00    freight  having  been  previously  paid. 


No.    2. 

Navy  Department, 

To  Ichabod  L.  Scranson,  Dr. 

1829. 
August  8.  For  2,000  feet  stone  coping,  at  25  cents  per  foot $500  00 

Norfolk,  August  8,  1829. 
Received  at  the  United  States  Bank  five  hundred  dollars  in  payment  of  the  above  bill.     $500. 

ICHABOD  L.  SCRANSON. 

Four  hundred  and  thirty-nine  dollars  are  due  for  the  within  bill,  which  amount  shall  be  paid  as  soon 
as  money  is  received  from  Washington. 

MILES  KING. 
$139  00 

61  00  freight  having  been  previously  paid. 

$500  00 

Pay  the  within  five  hundred  dollars  to  Joseph  L.  Roberts,  cashier,  or  order. 

M.  KING. 
Pay  to  the  order  of  Richard  Smith,  Esq.,  cashier. 

JOSEPH  L.  ROBERTS,   Cashier. 


No.   3. 

GospoRT,  August  8,  1829. 
Received  of  Mr.  Ichabod  L.  Scranson,  at  the  United  States  Navy  yard,  Gosport,  two  thousand  feet 
of  coping  stone,  agreeably  to  your  instructions. 

JEFFRIS  WILKINSON,  Master  Inspector. 
To  Miles  King,  Esq.,  Navy  Agent. 

J.  Wilkinson  was  ordered  to  inspect  the  stone  by  Commodore  Barron. 

MILES  KING. 


Miles  King,  navy  agent, 


To  L.  Kellum, 


1829. 

July  23.  For  freight  of  stone,  per  bill  of  lading $61  00 

Received  payment. 


LEWIS  KELLUM. 
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Cost  of  stone $500  00 

Freig-ht  paid  by  Miles  King,  Esq 61  00 

Due $439  00 


No.  5. 

In  explanation  of  the  transaction  alluded  to  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  his  letter  to 
the  Pi-esident,  I  do  hereby  certify  that  Mr.  Ichabod  L.  Scranson  shipped  two  thousand  feet  of  stone  from 
Madison,  Connecticut,  requesting  the  navy  agent  to  pay  the  freight  (amounting  to  sixty-one  dollars)  and 
retain  the  balance  (say  $439)  until  his  arrival  in  Norfolk;  which  was  done,  as  will  appear  by  the  r<;ceipt 
of  the  captain,  herewith.  The  balance  ($439)  was  afterwards  paid  to  Mr.  Scranson  by  the  cashier  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  one  of  the  bills  deposited  with  him  upon  the  promise  of  the  agent  that 
the  amount  would  be  refunded  as  soon  as  money  was  received  from  Washington. 

J.  MURDEN. 

Jan'uaky  22,  1830. 


Office  Bank  United  States,  Norfolk,  January  20,  1880. 
I  do  hereby  certify  that  on  the  8th  of  August,  1829,  I  paid  to  Ichabod  Scranson  four  hundred  and 
thirty-nine  dollars,  as  per  account  f(.>r  stone  delivered  at  the  Navy  yard,  Gosport,  (when  the  late  navy 
ageut  had  no  money  so  to  dn)  in  faith  of  the  nuMnorandum  on  said  account  by  the  late  navy  agent  that 
the  amount  would  be  rcfuihlcil  as  scmi  as  (hr  nuiiicy  should  be  received  from  Washington,  in  answer  to  a 
requisition  previously  niadf  \>\  hiiu  ti>i-  t!u-  ainMimt  uf  the  stone,  including  freight,  say  five  hundred  dol- 
lars, the  sixty-one  dollars  tVi'ight  having  been  previously  paid  by  the  late  navy  agent;  and  this  four 
hundred  and  thirty-nine  dollars  for  the  stone  was  so  paid  by  me  to  Ichabod  Scranson,  rather  than  that  he 
should  be  detained  here  perhaps  many  days,  at  expenses,  several  hundred  miles  from  home,  waiting  for 
the  money  to  be  received  from  Washington,  after  he  had  delivered  the  stone  conformably  to  contract. 

JOSEPH  L.  ROBERTS,  Cashier. 

The  original  and  duplicate  of  the  account,   as  above  stated,  were  left  with  me,  and  have  since  been 
handed  to  Mr.  King,  to  be  exhibited  at  Washington,  for  settlement. 

J.  L.  R.,  Cashier. 


X. 

Office  Bank  United  States,  Norfolk,  April  28,  1830. 

Dear  Sir:  When  I  wrote  you,  a  day  or  two  ago,  I  remarked  that  the  transaction  connected  with  the 
stone  vouchers  had  been  explained,  through  Mr.  Tazewell,  to  the  President  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy.  I  find,  by  a  subsequent  conversation  with  Mr.  King,  that  I  misunderstood  him.  It  was  not  with 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  but  with  the  President  and  Fourth  Auditor;  and  the  President  addressed  a 
note  to  Mr.  Tazewell,  saying  there  would  be  no  difiiculty  about  the  settlement  of  that  account. 

I  enclose — 
John  Kennedy  on  Richard  Smith,  Treasurer $181  43 


I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Richard  Smith,  Esq.,  Cashier. 


JOS.  L,  ROBERTS,  Cashier. 


Yours  of  the  24th  instant  is  r 
States,  $15,000. 

I  am,  &c.. 


jived.     You  have  credit  for  your  check  on  the  Bank  of  the  United 
J  .L,  ROBERTS,  Cashier. 


Y. 

Tkeasurv  Department,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  April  29,  1830. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  the  letters  of  the  cashier  of  the  Norfolk  Branch  Bank,  by  you  referred  to  me,  I  have 
to  remark — 

That  the  amount  of  $61,  confessedly  paid  by  Mr.  King,  being  included  in  the  $500  assigned  by  him 
to  the  bank,  rendered  it  unnecessary,  iu  my  view,  to  consider  any  other  point,  when  his  right  to 
assign  away  his  claims  against  the  Navy  Department,  whilst  there  was  a  balance  due  from  him  to  the 
govei-nment,  particularly  as  the  taking  the  assignment  was  a  tacit  acknowledgment,  on  the  part  of  the 
bank,  that  the  right  to  the  claim  on  the  government  was  in  Mr.  King. 

No  part  of  this  claim  was  presented  to  this  office  by  Mr.  King  ibr  settlement,  but  it  was  submitted 
to  the  President,  in  his  appeal  from  the  decisions  of  the  Treasury  and  Navy  Departments.  I  have  before 
me  a  long  argument  of  Mr.  Tazewell,  enforcing  Mr.  King's  right  to  a  credit  for  the  whole  $500.  Although, 
60  far  as  it  rests  on  the  rejection  of  the  claim  by  the  accounting  officer,  it  is  based  upon  misinformation, 
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that  error  does  not  affect  tlie  question  of  ri,i;-lit.  Mr.  King's  riglit  to  a  credit  is  tlic  same,  whether  tlie 
claim  has  been  rejected  or  n.)t.  It  was  his  ri- lit  which  Mr.  Tazewell  labored  to  enforce — it  was  his  right 
which  the  President  conceded.  1  tnlil  liim  tliat  he  had  a  right  to  a  credit,  and  would  receive  it  upon  pre- 
senting his  vouchers.  Instead  nf  ].ivsciil  ing  them,  he  went  home  and  assigned  them  to  the  bank.  The 
bank  paid  the  money  upon  tiie  faitli  of  Mr.  King,  not  on  the  government:  to  him  she  loukcd  f.ir  reinv 
bursement.  The  confidence  inliim  sn|i|ii.s('il  lie  liad  no  public  money  in  liis  hands,  and  \vniilil  sunn  i-crcive 
a  remittance.  In  this  they  were  mistaken,  lie  was  still  debtor  to  llie  guvcniment,  and  nngjit  to  have 
paid  this  account;  tlie  government  ex|ieete(l  it  of  hini,  and  cannot  make  itself  ivs|>,insilili.  if  he  ijcisuaih.'d 
a  third  party  unNvittingly  t..  advan.e  the  money  for  him.  Nor  dn  1  peiccixe  any  dilfei-enee  whether  the 
amount  was  paid  n|H.ii  a  cheek  nv  n|Min  the  account.     The  inducement  and  the  reli.mee  Avere  the  same. 

On  the  \\lM,le,  1  do  not  prn-ei\e  anything  in  the  case,  as  n.,w  present. ■({,  wine],  e,,uld  change  the 
view  taken  of  Mr.  King's  right  U,  a  credit  by  Mr.  Tazewell,  tlie  ,,resi.hnl,  and  myself.  That  right  can- 
not assign  away  so  lon.g  as  there  is  a  balance  on  the  books  of  this  olliee.  The  bank  having  paid  the 
money  on  account  of  Mr.  King,  must  look  to  him  for  ri'inilinrseiiii>nt.  When  the  guvernnient  withheld 
funds  from  their  agent,  the  bank  ought  to  have  presumed  that  thert'  was  good  reason  for  it,  and  guarded 
her  own  interest  by  not  suffering  him  to  overdraw,  or  not  paying  claims  upon  his  representatives  If  she 
suffers,  it  is  in  her  own  wrong.  The  government  wishes  her  to  be  rigid  with  its  agents,  as  a  means  of 
securing  accuracy  and  punctuality  in  all  which  relates  to  its  accounts. 

The  letters  of  Mr.  Roberts  are  herewith  returned. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant.  AMOS  KENDALL. 

RiCHAKD  Smith,  Esq.,  Cashier  U.  S.  Branch  Bank,  Washington. 


I. 

Navy  Department,  for  LTnited  States  schooner  Hornet, 

To  Joseph  Granier,  Dr. 
1819. 

January  10.  To  twenty  blue  cloth  suits,  at  $T $140  00 

To  fifty  pair  duck  trowsers,  at  $1.25 52  50 

To  fift'y  duck  frocks,   at  $1.50 75  00 

To  twentv-foiir  jiair  woolen  stockings,  at  3T|  cents 9  00 

To  tw.'iiiV  re.l  llannel  shirts,  at  $1.62i 32  50 

To  twenty  pair  lung  flannel  drawers,  at  $1.31^ 27  50 

To  ten  tluee  and  one-half  point  blankets,  at  $2.25 22  50 

To  thirty  red  cloth  vests,  at  $2.25 67  50 

To  fifty  pair  shoes,  at  $1.37| G8  75 

$505  25 

Approved:  John  Cassix. 

Norfolk,   Jj9ri7  17,  1819. 
Received  of  Miles  King,  Esq.,  navy  agent  at  Norfolk,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  and  five  dollars  and 
twenty-five  cents,  in  payment  of  the  above  account. 

JOSEPH  GRANIER. 
Note. — Credited  to  Mr.  King,  in  the  fourth  quarter  of  1819. 


Navy  Department, 

To  Elizabeth  Keepers,  Br. 
For  allotment  from  Joseph  Keepers,  a  seaman  in  the  United.States  service,  for  six  months,  com- 
mencing in  December,  1822,  and  ending  in  Maj^,  1823,  at  $9 $54  00 

Norfolk,  April  16,  1823. 
Received  from  Miles  King,  Esq.,  navy  agent  at  Norfolk,  the  sum  of  fifty-four  dollars,  in  full  of  the 
above  account. 


Test:  John  Thomas  Corran. 

Note. — Credited  to  Mr.  King,  in  Gardner  Thomas'  account,  in  March,  1823. 


Navy  Department,  for  hospital  stores  for  United  States  frigate  Constellation, 

To  Robert  E.  Steed,  Br. 

For  fifty  gallons  Cognac  brandy,  at  $3 $150  00 

For  four  demijohns,  at  $1.25 5  00 
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For  one  hundred  and  eighteen  gallons  L.  P.  Tencriffe  wine,  at  $2 $236  00 

For  twenty  dozen  port  wine,  at  $10 200  00 

For  eighteen  dozen  London  porter,  at  $4 12  00 

For  five  hundred  lbs.  brown  sugar,  at  151  cents 77  50 

For  fifty  lbs.  loaf  sugar,  at  25  cents 15  00 

For  one  hundred  and  forty  lbs.  chocolate,  at  28  cents 39  20 

For  sixty-seven  lbs.  Hyson  tea,  at  $1.30 87   10 

For  one  hundred  and  sixty  lbs.  barley,  at  10  cents 16  00 

For  fifty-seven  lbs.  oatmeal,  at  12i  cents 7   12 

For  six  hundred  lbs.  corn  meal,  at  2  cents 12  00 

For  one  hundred  and  twenty  lbs.  rice,  at  5  cents 6  00 

For  five  boxes  raisins,  at  $5 25  00 

For  sixty-four  gallons  molasses,  at  55  cents 35  20 

For  two  bbls.  for  molasses,  at  50  cents 1  00 

For  one  box  mustard,  containing  3  dozen,  at  $2.25 6  75 

For  fifty-five  gallons  lime  juice,  at  $1.50 82  50 

For  two  hundred  ;mil  fmiy  lbs.  of  soap,  at  11  cents 26  40 

For  fifty  lbs.  of  jiniasli,  al'  l-_>.^  cents,  keg  for  soap,  at  $1.25 7  50 

For  thirty-nine  and  ouc-liall'  lbs.  sperm  candles,  at  49  cents 19  36 

For  thirty  dozen  eggs,  at  Is. ...  , 5  00 

Box  and  salt  for  packing  eggs 62 

$1,132  25 

Norfolk,  Auguat  14,  1819. 
Approved:  John  Cassin. 

Norfolk,  April  17,  1820. 
Received  of  Miles  King,  navy  agent,  eleven  hundred  and  thirty-two  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents, 
in  payment  of  the  above  account. 

ROBERT  E.  STEED. 

In  the  quarter's  return,  ending  the  31st  December,  1819,  abstract  C,  No.  27,  $500  of  the  within 
account  was  charged  in  the  agent's  account,  but  the  voucher  was  not  furnished.  This  account  is  now 
sent  as  a  proper  voucher  for  that  sum,  and  the  balance,  say  $632.25,  is  now  charged  to  the  Department 
in  the  present  quarter's  returns. 

June  30,  1820:  Of  this  account,  $500  have  been  suspended,  and  is  short  credited,  as  appears  by  the 
above  note  in  red  ink. 

Note. — The  whole  account  was  credited  to  Mr.  King,  in  the  2d  quarter  of  1820. 


Navy  Department, 

To  N.  P.  Tatem,  Dr. 

For  timber  to  build  a  shed  over  the  seventy-four  gun  ship  at  Gosport,  under  contract  with  John 
Rodgers,  Esq.,  president  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  dated  August,  1821. 

1822. 
January  9th.  Thirty-seven  pieces,  55  feet  10  inches  long,  18  by  18  inches,  measuring  37,185  inches,  at 

2i  cents  per  inch $1,291  14 

Seventeen  pieces,  56  ft.,  12  by  6  in.,  measuring 616  feet,  at  Is.  per  foot. 

Fourteen  pieces,  20  ft.,  12  by  6  in.,  measuring 440  feet,  at  Is.  per  foot. 

Twenty-seven  pieces,  23  ft.,  12  by  6  in.,  measuring. . .   310  feet  6  inches. 
Thirty  pieces,  29  feet,  12  by  6  inches,  measuring  ....   435  feet. 

Twenty-five  pieces,  39  ft.,  12  by  6  in.,  measuring 487  feet  6  inches. 

Twenty  pieces,  15  ft.,  12  by  6  in.,  measuring 150  feet  8  inches. 

Seven  pieces,  3  ft.,  12  by  6  in.,  measuring 28  feet. 

Twenty-four  pieces,  6  ft.,  12  by  17  in.,  measuring  ....   204  feet. 

Four  pieces,  50  ft.,  12  by  12  in ,  measuring 200  feet. 

Six  pieces,  6  ft.,  6  by  6  in.,  measuring 9  feet. 

Nine  pieces,  19  ft.,  12  by  6  in.,  measuring 85  feet  6  inches. 

2,966  feet 494  33 


$1,785  47 
Approved:  L.  Warrixgtox. 


Norfolk,  January  12,  1822. 
Received  from  Miles  King,  Esq.,  navy  agent  at  Norfolk,  the  sum  of  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty- 
5ve  dollars  and  forty-seven  cents,  in  full  of  the  above  account. 

$1,185.47.  N.  P.  TATEM. 

Note.— The  whole  amount  of  this  account  was  credited  to  Mr.  King,  in  the  first  quarter  of  1822. 
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Navy  Department  of  the  United  States, 

To  James  River  Steamboat  Company,  Dr. 

1819. 
September  30tli.  To  hire  of  steamboat  Richmond,  to  carry  dispatches  to  city  of  Washington.  . .   §300  00 

Received  the  amonnt  in  full  of  Miles  King,  Esq.,  navy  agent,  say  three  hundred  dollars. 

W.  H.  THOMPSON,  Age.nt  J.  R.  Steamboat  Company. 
Norfolk,  October  1,  1829. 
Approved:  A.  Sincl.^ir. 

Note. — The  whole  amount  of  the  above  account  ($300)  was  passed  to  Mr.  King's  credit  in  the  set- 
tlement of  his  account  for  his  expenditures  for  the  year  1820,  reported  June,  1821. 


The  United  States  Ship  Constellation, 

To  Thomas  B.  Seymour,  Dr. 

1819. 
October  19.  To  three  cords  firewood,  sawing,  splitting,  and  draying,  $T $21   00 


Norfolk,  December  31,  1819. 
Received  from  Miles  King,  Esq.,  navy  agent,  the  sum  of  twenty-one  dollars,  in  payment  of  the  above 
account. 

$21.  THOMAS  B.  SEYMOUR. 

Approved:  A.  Sinclair. 


To  C.  Colley, 


Navy  Department, 

1818. 
July  9.  For  water  furnished  United  States  Schooner  Asp. . . . 

Approved:  A.  Sinclair. 

July  9,  1818. 
Received  of  Mr.  Miles  King,  three  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents,  for  water  for  the  United  States 
Schooner  Asp. 

C.  COLLEY. 


Miles  King,  Esq.,  U.  S.  navy  agent, 

Bought  of  John  C.  Niemeyer. 
1818. 
November  18.   One  bugle  horn  for  the  United  States  frigate  Congress S20  00 

Received  payment. 

JOHN  C.  NIEMEYER. 
Approved:  A.  Sinclair. 


The  folloiving  vouchers,  to  IS,  inclusive,  hare  the  evidence  produced  to  sustain  them  placed  beneath. 

Navy  Department,  for  Naval  hospital, 

To  Richard  &  John  Taylor,  Dr. 

1817. 
October  23.  To  twenty-four  point  blankets,  at  $2.25 Sa4  00 

Norfolk,  October  25,  181T. 
Received  from  Miles  King,  Esq.,  navy  agent,  at  Norfolk,  the  sum  of  fifty-four  dollars,  in  full  of  the 
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Mr.  Miles  King, 

Bouglit  of  Richard  &  John  Taylor, 
Twenty-four  point  blankets,  at  $2.25 $54  00 

Received  payment. 

RICHARD  TAYLOR. 

Norfolk,  Oclobei-  25,  ISIT. 


10. 

Miles  King,  Esq.,  navy  agent, 

To  John  R.  Ilarwood,  Dr. 

1825. 
November  29.  5,008  pounds  lignum-vitse,  delivered  at  navy  yard. 
December   19.  4,604  pounds  lignum-vitge,  weighed  in  my  store. 

9,612 
Deduct  654  pounds,  being  the  weight  of  fourteen  sticks  rejected. 

8,958  pounds,  or  3  tons,  19  cwt.,  3  qrs.,  26  lbs.,  at  $25  per  ton $100  00 

Approved: 

Norfolk, . 

Received  from  Miles  King,  Esq.,  navy  agent,  at  Norfolk,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  in  full  of 
the  within  account. 

JNO.  R.  IIARWOOD. 

Norfolk,  January  4,  1826. 
At  the  request  of  Mr.  Jno.  R.  Harwood,  we,  the  undersigned,  have  examined  a  lot  of  lignum-vitas, 
now  in  the  said  Harwood' s  warehouse:  there  appear  to  be  seven  sticks  of  the  said  wood  defective,  and 
seven  other  sticks  less  than  four  inches  in  diameter.     We  are  of  opinion,  however,  that  taking  the  whole 
parcel  together,  represented  to  be  4,604  pounds,  it  is  a  merchantable  lot  of  lignum-vitse. 
Given  under  our  hands. 

JOHN  J.  CAMPBELL. 

From  Mr.  Fisk's  relation  of  the  circumstances  of  the  transaction  between  Mr.  Harwood  and  Mr. 
King,  relative  to  the  lignum-vitte,  we  think  Mr.  King  ought  to  pay  for  the  lot,  as  above,  after  thi'owiug 
out  the  seven  pieces  defective,  and  the  seven  pieces  less  than  four  inches  in  diameter. 

ALEXANDER  WILSON. 

A.  MACLURE. 

Norfolk,  December  17,  1829. 
The  8,958  lbs.  lignum-vitte,  purchased  by  Miles  King,  Esq.,  navy  agent,  of  Jno.  Harwood,  as  per 
the  latter's  account,  I  believe  to  have  been  purchased  by  Mr.  King  for  the  Navy  yard  at  Gosport,  and 
that  it  was  delivered  at  that  place;  5,008  lbs.  are  entered  on  Mr.  Harwood's  books  as  having  been  delivered 
at  the  navy  yard  on  the  29th  November,  1825;  and  on  the  19th  December,  1825,  4,604  lbs.  are  charged  on 
Mr.  Harwood's  books  as  having  been  weighed  in  his  store,  where,  I  recollect,  it  remained  some  time  after 
that  date,  but  was  delivered,  I  distincly  remember,  to  Mr.  King,  or  his  order,  for  the  yard,  as  I  then 
thought  and  still  believe,  say  several  months  afterwards. 

D.  G.  FISK,  Clerk  for  J.  B.  Harwood  at  the  time  of  the 

transactions  referred  to  above,  and  for  several  years  afterwards. 


Navy  Department, 

To  John  Armistcad,  Dr. 

For  forty-six  lbs.  tallow,  at  20  cts $9  20 

Norfolk,  November  1,  1820. 
Received  of  Miles  King,  navy  agent,  at  Norfolk,  the  sum  of  nine  dollars  and  twenty  cents,  as  pay- 
ment of  the  above  account. 

JOHN  B.  ARMISTEAD. 

Mr.  Miles  King,  navy  agent, 

Bought  of  John  B.  Armistead. 
Forty-six  pounds  tallow,  at  20  cts $9  20 

One  bag  to  be  returned. 
Hamptox,  October  18,  1820. 
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12. 

•     United  States  Navy  Department,  for  Crancy  Island,  wlien  the  sick  were  tliere, 

To  Robert  Soulter,              '  Dr 

1823. 
August  15.  To  one  cask  of  lime (^2  12 

Norfolk,  August  15,  1823. 
Received  from  Miles  King,  Esq.,  navy  agent,  at  Norfolk,  the  sum  of  two  dollars  and  twelve  cents, 
in  full  of  the  above  account. 

ROBERT  SOULTER. 


Navy  Department,  for  navy  yard. 

To  Robert  Soulter,  Dr. 

1823. 
August  7.  For  one  cask  of  lime $2  12 

Norfolk,  Aurjust  It,  1824. 
Received  from   Miles  King,  Esq.,  navy  agent,  at  Norfolk,  the  sum  of  two  dollars  and  twelve  and  a 
half  cents,  in  full  of  the  above  account. 

ROBERT  SOULTER. 

Cranky  Island,  August  1,  1823. 
Required  for  the  medical  department  of  the  crew  of  the  United  States  ship  Decoy,  now  on  Craney 
Island : 

One  cask  of  unslacked  lime,  one  cord  of  wood,  one  dozen  fowls,  five  gallons  of  vinegar,  two  gallons 
old  Teneriffe  wine,  one  gallon  old  French  brandy,  one  bushel  Indian  meal,  one  pound  of  tea,  ten  pounds 
of  brown  sugar,  one  loaf  white  sugar,  one  pound  of  sago,  one  peck  of  fine  salt. 

JOHN  COWDERY,  Surgeon  U.  S.  Navy. 
iliLES  King,  Esq.,  Navy  Agent. 
Approved:  A.  Sinclair. 


14. 

Mr.  King, 

Bought  of  J.  D.  Reynolds. 
12  bo.tes  cheese,  weighing  231b.  3oz.,  251b.,  301b.  3oz.,  221b.'2oz.,  421b.,  361b.  2oz.,  311b.  loz., 

461b.,  161b.  2oz.,"381b.  loz.,  261b.  2oz.,  and  341b 379|  lbs, 

21i 

401i 

401^  lbs.,  at  15  cents $60  18 

One  truss  hay,  640  lbs.,  at  $1 6  40 

$66  58 

Received  payment,  J.  D.  REYNOLDS. 

Norfolk,  3Iay  8,  1819. 
Received  the  amount  of  the  within,  from  Miles  King,  viz:  sixty-six  dollars  and  fifty-eight  cents. 

Navy  Yard,  Gosport,  May  3,  1819. 
Sir:  You  will  please  furnish,  for  the  United  States  ship  Jolin  Adams,  four  hundred  pounds  of  butter, 
four  hundred  pounds  of  cheese,  three  barrels  of  flour,  one  barrel  of  molasses,  twelve  barrels  of  pork,  at 
store. 


To  Miles  King,  Esq.,  Navy  Agent,  Norfolk, 
Approved:  John  Cassin. 


THOMAS  DUTTON,  Naval  Storekeeper 


15. 

Navy  Department, 


To  Ursule  Remain,  Dr. 


1818. 
August  28.  For  fifteen  cots,  at  $6 $90  00 
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Norfolk,  August,  1818. 
Kcceived  from  Miles  King,  Esq.,  navy  agent  at  Norfolk,  the  sum  of  ninety  dollars,  in  full  of  the  above 
account. 

Norfolk,  August  28,  1818. 
Received  of  Mr.  Miles  King,  the  sum  of  ninety  dollars,  for  making  fifteen  cots,  at  six  dollars. 

URSULE  ROMAIN. 


Norfolk,  April  9,  1822. 
Received  from  Miles  King,  Esq.,  one  dollar,  for  two  pounds  white  clover  seed,  furnished  for  the  Navy 
yard,  Gosport.  ^^^^^ 

Navy  Yard,  Gosport,  April  9,  1822. 
Sir:  Please  to  furnish,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  south  bank  of  the  yard  from  washing  away, 
ner  requisition  approved  by  Lieutenant  Charles  W.  Skinner,  two  pounds  of  white  clover  seed. 
^  ^  For  THOMAS  BUTTON,  A'^ji'fl/ ,S'<oreZ;eepe?-. 

NICH.  D.  TITTON,  Assistant. 
To  Miles  King,  Esq.,  Navy  Agent,  Norfolk. 
Approved:  Chas.  W.  Skinner. 


n. 

Navy  Department, 


To  Thomas  Barron,  Dr. 


October  13.  To  four  sheepskins,  at  4s.  6d $3  00 

October  13,  1828. 
Received  from  Miles  King,  Esq.,  navy  agent  at  Norfolk,  the  sum  of  three  dollars,  in  full  of  the  above 
account. 

Norfolk,  October  13,  1828. 
Mr.  Miles  King, 

To  Thomas  Barron,                         Dr. 
Four  sheepskins,  at  4s.  6d $3  00 

Received  payment.  THOMAS  BARRON. 


18. 

Norfolk,  November  20,  1817. 
Miles  King,  Esq,,  navy  agent. 

Bought  of  George  Mcintosh. 

One  hundred  and  fifty  yards  white  flannel,  at  42  cents  $63  00 

Six  rim  locks,  with  knobs,  at  $1.50 9  00 

$72  00 

Received  payment. 

GEORGE  McINTOSH. 

Navy  Yard,  Gosport,  November  20,  1817. 
Sir:  You  will  please  to  furnish,  for  the  Uiiited  States  frigate  Congress,  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards 
white  flannel,  eighty  yards  red  flannel,  six  brass  small  knob  locks. 

THOMAS  BUTTON,  Naval  Storekeeper. 
To  Miles  King,  Esq.,  Navy  Agent,  Norfolk, 
Approved:  John  Cassin. 
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19. 

August  19,  1819. 
Navy  Department,  for  the  ward  room,  frigate  Constellation, 

To  Geo.  White,  Dr. 

Three  dozen  dinner  plates,  and  three  dozen  soup  plates $4  2.5 

Eighteen  dishes i4  00 

$18  25 

Received,  Norfolk,  20th  August,  1819,  from  Miles  King,  navy  agent  at  Norfolk,  the  sum  of  eighteen 
dollars  and  twenty-five  cents,  in  full  of  the  above  account. 

Navy  Department,  for  the  ward  room,  frigate  Constellation, 

To  G.  White,  Dr. 

Three  dozen  dinner  plates,  and  three  dozen  soup  plates $4  2.5 

Eighteen  dishes 14  00 

$18  25 

Received  payment.  G.  WHITE. 

Received  of  Miles  King,  navy  agent,  the  above  amount,  eighteen  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents. 


20. 

The  first  following  are  the  vouchers  executed  in  1829;  the  second,  the  original   hills,  &c.,  to  No.  44, 
inclusive. 

Navy  Department,  for  public  stores, 

To  Maurice  &  Lee,  Dr. 

1817. 
August  27.  For  ten  barrels  mess  pork,  at  .$22| $227  50 

Norfolk,  Aug.  27,  1817. 
Received  from  Miles  King,  navy  agent,  two  hundred  and  twenty -seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  in  full 
payment  of  the  above  bill. 

$227.50  MAURICE  &  LEE. 

Mr.  M.  King, 

Bought  at  auction. 
1817. 

August  25.  Five  barrels  pork,  at  $22i $112  50 

Five  do  at  $23 115  00 

227   50 
Powder 15  00 

$242  50 

Received  payment.  MAURICE  &  LEE, 

Per  A.  Braniia. 


21. 

Navy  Department,  for  the  public  stores, 

To  Shields  &  Reardon,  Dr. 

1818. 
Oct'r  8.  For  nineteen  barrels  Irish  pork,  at  $24^ • $460  75 

Norfolk,  October,  1818. 
Received  from  Miles  King,  navy  agent,  four  hundred  and  sixty  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents,  in  full 
of  the  above  bill. 

1460.75.  SHIELDS  &  REARDON. 

Navy  Department, 

To  Shields  &  Reardon,  Dr. 

1818. 
Sept.  16.  To  nineteen  barrels  Irish  pork,  at  $24^ • *460  75 

Received  payment.  SHIELDS  &  REARDON. 
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Navy  Department,  for  the  ship  Congress, 


1811 


To  R.  &  John  Taylor, 


Dr. 


November  20.  For  eighty  yards  red  flannel,  at  42  cents $33  60 


Mr.  M.  King, 

Bought  of  Richard  and  John  Taylor. 
Eighty  yards  red  flannel,  at  42  cents $33  GO 


Norfolk,  November  20,  1811,  received  payment. 


RICHARD  TAYLOR. 


23. 

Navy  Department,  for  the  public  stores, 

To  R.  E.  Steed,  Dr. 

1811. 

December  13.  To  forty-five  barrels  mess  beef $690  00 

To  thirtj'-one  barrels  prime  pork 814  72 

$1,504  12 

Norfolk,  December  13,  1811. 
Received  from  Miles  King,  navy  agent,  fifteen  hundred  and  four  dollars  and  seventy-two  cents,  in 
payment  of  the  above  account. 

ROBERT  E.  STEED. 
$1,504.12. 

Navy  Department,  for  the  yard  stock, 
1811. 
December  4.     For  six  bundles  hay,  3,283  lbs.,  at  25  cents $41  03 

Norfolk,  December  13,  1811. 
Received  from  Miles  King,  navy  agent,  forty-one  dollars  and  three  cents,  in  payment  of  the  above 
bill. 

ROBERT  E.  STEED. 

Miles  King,  Esq., 

Bought  of  Robert  E.  Steed. 
1817. 

November  12.  Two  barrels  prime  pork,  at  $24 $48  00 

11.  Fifteen  boxes  sperm  candles,  502  lbs.,  at  $48 240  96 

18.  Three  boxes  sperm  candles,  92  lbs.,  at  $48 44  16 

20.  One  quarter  cask  Maderia  wine,  33i  gallons,  at  $5.25 115  81 

21.  Fourteen  kegs  butter,  691  lbs.  net,  at  23  cents 160  31 

21.  Three  barrels  pickled  onions,  at  $14 42  00 

December  4.  Six  bundles  hay,  3,283  lbs.,  at  Is.  6d 41  03 

Forty-six  barrels  mess  beef,  at  $15, 690  00 

Thirty-two  barrels  prime  pork,  at  $25.46 814  12 

$2,251  05 

Norfolk,  December  13,  1811. 


24. 
Navy  Department,  for  gunboat  No.  76, 


June  6.  No.  19.     For  one  set  cabin  curtains, . 


To  Joseph  Savier, 


Dr. 

.     $8  15 


Norfolk,  June,  1818. 
liles  King,  navy  agent,  eight  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents,  in  payment  of  the  above 

JOSEPH  SAVIER. 
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United  States  Navy,  for  the  hospital, 

To  J.  Savior,  Dr. 
1818. 

April  16.  One  hundred  and  sixty  yards  calico,  for  thirty-one  quilts,  at  25  cents $40  00 

Thread  and  making,  at  25  cents 7  75 

Aug.  28.  Seventy-five  yards  linen,  for  twenty  sheets,  at  50  cents 37  50 

Thread  and  making,  at  25  cents 5  00 

Twenty  pillow  cases,  at  *?5  cents 15  QO 

Fifty  yards  calico,  for  ten  quilts,  at  25  cents 12  50 

Thread  and  making,  at  25  cents 2  50 

Ten   matresses,  at  $5 50  00 

Ten  pillows,  at  $1 10  00 

United  States  gunboat.  No.  76: 

Twelve  yards  calico,  for  cabin  curtains,  at  621  cents 7  50 

Making  and  rings,  at  25  cents 1  25 

Six  diaper  table  cloths,  at  $2.. . 12  00 


$201   00 


Received  in  full  the  above  amount  of  two  hundred  and  one  dollars,  by  Miles  King,  Esq.,  navy  agent. 

JOSEPH  SAVIER. 
Norfolk,  January  19,  1819. 


Nav}'  Department,  for  the  public  stores, 


)  James  Thorburr 


1819. 
November  3.  No.  10.     For  508  gallons  whiskey,  at  60  cents $254  00 

Norfolk,  November,  1819. 
Received   from  Miles   King,    navy   agent,   two  hundred   and   fifty-four   dollars,   in   payment  of  the 
above  bill. 

$254.  JAMES  THORBURN. 

Navy  Department, 

To  James  Thorburn,  Br. 

1819. 
November  2.  To  three  hogsheads  old  whiskey,  viz: 
126  3 
131   3 
130  2 

1820.                        397  8  is  379  gallons,  at  50  cents $189  50 

May  4.     To  one  hhd.  whiskey,  132  1,  131  at  39  cts 51  09 

To  drayage  and  wharfage 20 

To  one  hhd.  whiskey,  135  2,  133,  at  39  cts 51  87 

To  drayage  and  wharfage 20 

May  17.  To  one  hhd.  whiskey,  128  2,  126,  at  39  cts 49  14 

To  drayage  and  wharfage 20 

May  26.  To  one  hhd.  whiskey,  133  3,  130,  at  39  cts 50  70 

June   3.  To  one  hhd.  whiskey,  130  2,  128,  at  39  cts 49  92 

To  drayage  and  wharfage 20 

$443  02 

Errors  excepted. 

JAMES  THORBURN. 
Received,  Norfolk,  December,  1820,  from  Miles  King,  Esq.,  navy  agent,  four  hundred  and  forty-three 
dollars  and  two  cents,  in  full  of  the  above  account,  having  signed  duplicate  receipts  for  the  same. 
^443,02.  JAMES  THORBURN. 


Navy  Department,  for  Navy  hospital 


1817. 
October  23.  For  twelve  matresses,  at  |3  . 


To  James  Barry,  Dr. 
§36  00 
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Boug-ht  of  James  Berry. 

isn. 

October  31.  Eleven  pair  drawers,  at  9  shillings $16  50 

Sixteen  waistcoats,  at  12  shillings 32  00 

Five  matresses,  at  18  shillings 15  00 

Five  monkey  jackets,  at  30  shillings 25  00 

Nine  matresses,  at  18  shillings 21  00 


$115  50 
Received  payment.  JAMES  BARRY. 


2t. 

Navy  Department,  for  the  Marine  hospital, 

To  Joseph  Granier,  Dr. 

1817. 
December  5.  For  twenty-four  large  cot  blankets $42  00 

Norfolk,  December,  1817. 
Received  from  Miles  King,  navy  agent,  forty-two  dollars,  in  payment  of  the  above  bill. 
$42.  ^  JOSEPH  GRANIER. 

Miles  King,  navy  agent,  Norfolk, 

To  Joseph  Granier,  Dr. 

For  the  ship  Franklin: 
1817. 

October  31.  To  thirty-nine  flannel  shirts,  at  $1.75 $68  25 

To  twelve  pair  long  drawers,  at  $1.50 18  00 

To  three  pair  short  drawers,  at  $1.25 3  75 

To  forty-two  pea  jackets,  at  $5.50 231  00 

To  twenty  matresses,  at  $3.00 60  00 

$381  00 
For  the  frigate  Congress: 

November  24.  To  two  hundred  duck  frocks,  at  $1.50 $300  00 

To  two  hundred  duck  trowsers,  at  $1.25 250  00 

550  00 

To  four  hundred  flannel  shirts,  at  $1.50 $600  00 

To  sixteen  matresses,  at  $3.00 48  00 

To  eighty  twilled  blankets,  at  $1.75 140  00 

$788  00 

Discount  on  $788,  at  5  per  cent 39  40 

• 748  60 

For  the  Marine  hospital,  Gosport: 

December  5.  To  twenty-four  large  cot  blankets,  at  $1.75 $42  00 

Discount  on  $42,  at  5  per  cent 2  10 

39  90 

$1,719  50 

Received  payment.  JOSEPH  GRANIER. 


Navy  Department,  for  the  Congress, 


To  M.  Magagnos,  Dr. 


1818. 

November  25.  For  eight  hair  matresses,  at  $10 $80  00 

For  twenty  sheets 48  75 

For  eight  pilhnvs,  at  $1.50 12  00 

For  sixteen  pillow  cases 8  00 

$148  75 

Norfolk,  November,  1818. 
Received  from  Miles  King,  navy  agent,  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents, 
m  full  of  the  above  bill. 

JOS.  MAGAGNOS,  Agent  for  Mrs.  3Iagagnos. 
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Mr.  Ki:ig,  navy  agent, 

To  Madam  Magagnos  Dr 
1818.                                                                                                                        o  o       , 

May  10.  To  one  tabl-  cloth §3  GO 

1o^iov^>^ , :.::":::::::::::::  3  00 

Marking  towels ^^ 

To  three  moss  matresses,  at  $5 \\  15  qq 

To  eight  bed  covers,  (hospital)  at  $1.60 .'.'.'.'""  12  00 

To  three  pillows,  at  $1 '.".".'.".'  ^     3  OO 

To  two  hnndi-ed  suits  Russia  sheeting,  for  frigate  Congress,  at  $1.T5 550  oO 

To  eight  mairesses  for  hospital,  at  $10 '. .  8q  qo 

To  seventy  yards  Russia  sheeting,  at  62|  cents 43   '75 

To  making  ten  pairs  of  sheets,  at  50  cents 5  qo 

To  eight  feather  pillows,  at  $1.50 12  00 

To  si.Kteen  pillow  cases,  at  50  cents 8  00 

To  one  hundred  and  seveiity-tive  hair  matresses,  at  $6.50 1    137  qO 

Sl,ST3  00 

Twenty  pea  jackets. 
Norfolk,  January,  1819. 


Navy  Department,  for  Naval  hospital. 

To  M   ^[agagnos.  Dr. 

1817. 

October  23.  For  twenty-four  pillow  cases,  at  62i $15  00 

For  twelve  pairs  of  sheets,  (24)  at  $o.00 60  00 

$T5  00 

Norfolk,  October,  1817. 
Received  from  Miles  King,  navy  agent,  seventy-five  dollars,  in  payment  of  the  above  bill. 
$75.  "  JOSEPH  MAG'AGNOS,  Agent  for  Mrs.  llagagnos.. 

Mr.  Miles  King,  navy  agent. 

To  Mrs.  Magagnos,  Dr. 

For  the  United  States  sliip  Hornet: 

Twentj'-one  matresses  for  the  Peacock,  at  $6.50 $133  50 

For  the  hospital: 

Twelve  pairs  of  sheets,  at  $5.00 , 60  00 

Twenty-four  pillow  cases,  at  G2i 15  00 

$208  50 


Navy  Department,  for  the  schooner  Hornet, 


To  M.  Magagnos, 


January  19.  For    ten  matresses,  at  $3.00. , 
For  fourteen  blankets,  at  $3.0( 


$30  00 
42  00 


Norfolk,  January,  1819. 
Received  from  Miles  King,  navy  agent,  seventy-two  dollars,  in  payment  of  the  above  bill. 
JOSEPH  MAGAGNOS,  Agent  for  Mrs.  r~~- 


Required  for  the  use  of  the  United  States  schooner  Hornet: 
Ten  matresses,  at  Mrs.  Magagnos'. 
Ten  blankets. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

January  19,  1819. 

Miles  King,  Esq.,  United  States  Navy  Agent,  Norfolk. 

Approved:  Johx  Cassin. 


SAM'L  ROBERTSON,  Purser. 
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31. 

Navy  Department,  for  the  schooner  Dispatcli, 

To  M.  Magagnos,  Dr. 

1818. 

May  14.  No.  52.     For  one  table  chith 1^  00 

For  six  towels '^  ^^ 

$6   15 

NoKFoLK,  May,  1818. 
Received  from  Miles  King,  navy  agent,  six  dollars  and  seventy-five  cents,  in  payment  of  the  above 
acccount. 

$0.15.  JOSEPH  MAGAGNOS,  Agent  for  BIrs.  3Iacjagnos. 


82. 
Navy  Department,  for  tlie  ship  Congress, 

1819. 
March  12.  No.  9.     For  twenty-four  towels,  at  62^  cents 


To  M.  Magagn^ 


Norfolk,  March,  1819. 
Received  from  Miles  King,  navy  agent,  fifteen  dollars,  in  full  of  the  above  bill. 
$15.  JOSEPH  MAGAGNOS,  Agent  for  Mrs.  Magagnos. 


Navy  Department,  for  Naval  hospital. 

To  M.  Magagnos,  .         Dr. 

1819. 

March  30.  No.  56.     For  twenty-four  hair  matresses,  24|  lbs.,  at  621  cents  each $361  50 

April    13.  No.  16.     For  twenty-four  pillows,  at  $2 ." 48  00 

$415  50 

Norfolk,  April,  1819. 
Received  from  Miles  King,  navy  agent,  four  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  in  full  of  the 
above  bill. 

JOS.  MAGAGNOS,  Agent  for  Mrs.  Magagnos. 

Mr.  M.  King,  navy  agent, 

To  Mrs.  Magagnos,  Dr. 

May  10,  1818. 

For  Captain  Cunningham: 

One  table  cloth $3  00 

Six  towels,  at  $0.50 3  00 

To  making  table  cloth  and  towels,  No.  3 15 

For  the  hospital: 

Three  matresses,  at  $5.00 15  00 

Three  pillows,  at  $1.00 3  00 

Eight  coverlets,  at  $1.50 12  00 

Eight  matresses,  hair,  at  $10.00 80  00 

Seventy  yards  Russia  sheeting,  at  $0.62| 43  15 

T.I  makiiii;-  leu  pairs  of  sheets,  at  $0.50 5  00 

Ei-lil  tcMlhcT  i.illows,  at  $1.50 12  00 

Sixdvn   i.illuw  ras.'s,  at  $0.50 8   00 

One  imndred  yards  cotton,  at  $0.25 25  00 

Thirty  yards  flannel,  at  $0.50 15  00 

January  19,  1819. 

For  the  United  States  ship  Hornet: 
Ten  matresses,  at  $3.25 32  50 

For  the  frigate  Congress: 
Twenty-four  towels.  No.  5,  at  $0.62i 15  01 
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For  the  hospital: 

Twenty-four  hair  matresses,  weighing  24|lbs.  at  62  cts.,  or  $15.31  apiece $361  44 

Twenty-four  pillows,  at  $2 48  00 

For  Mr.  Cunningham,  not  carried:  $688  45 

One  diaper  table  cloth 6  00 

$694  45 

Norfolk,  Juhj  16,  1819. 
Received  the  above  from  Miles  King,  navy  agent. 

W.  MAGAGNOS. 

34. 

Navy  Department,  fur  the  ship  Alert, 

To  Andrew  Mitchell,  Dr. 

1819. 
January  9.  No  32.     For  six  hand  stoves,  at  $T $42  00 

Miles  King,  Esq.,  navy  agent. 

To  Andrew  Mitchell,  Dr. 

1817. 

Aug.    12.  For  one  horn  lantern $4  00 

12.  For  one  large  patent  coiiee  pot 5  00 

1818. 

Sept.    15.  For  one  bathing  tub lo  00 

Oct.     15.  For  one  hundred  and  three  pounds  block  tin,  $28,  N  yard 28  84 

20.  For  repairing  and  putting  in  order,  an  engine  for  the  frigate  Constellation 40  00 

23.  For  repairing  and  putting  in  order  one  engine  for  the  frigate  Congress 54  00 

23.  For  one  sugar  canister 1  00 

24.  For  two  sugar  canisters 1  50 

1819. 

Jan.    27.  For  six  hand  stoves,  for  the  U.  S.  ship  Alert,  at  $7 42  00 

$187  34 

35. 

Navy  Department,  for  ship  Constellation, 

To  Thomas  B.  Seymour,  Dr. 

Oct.     19.  For  four  barrels  of  beef,  at  $13 ^^2  00 

Norfolk,  December  30,  1819. 
Received  from  Miles  King,  agent,  fifty-two  dollars,  in  payment  of  the  above  bill. 
^^2  THOS.  B.  SEYMOUR. 

The  United  States  ship  Alert, 

To  Thomas  B.  Seymour,  Dr. 

Nov.  ^'6.  To  four  barrels  beef,  at  $13 ^J52 JO 

Norfolk,  December  30,  1819. 

Received  from  Miles  King,  Esq.,  navy  agent,  the  sum  of  $52,  in  payment  of  the  above  account. 
ACQ  lliOb.   B.  bElJMUUiv. 


Navy  Department,  for  the  public  stores. 


1818. 


June    22.  To  lOSlbs,  8  inch  spikes,  at  12i  cents  . 
United  States  Navy  yard,  Gosport, 

To  1051bs.  spike  nails,  at  12|  cents 

Norfolk,  June  2%,  1818, 


To  W.  G.  Camp, 


To  W.  G.  Camp, 


Dr. 
$13  12 


,   $13  12^ 
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Nav}'  Department,  for  the  Naval  hospital, 

To  Joseph  Savier,  Dr. 

1819. 
August  30.  For  twenty-four  sheets  and  twenty-four  pillow  cases $42  00 

Norfolk,  August,  1819. 
Received  from  Miles  King,  navy  agent,  forty-two  dollars,  in  payment  of  the  above  bill. 
$42.  JOSEPH  SAVIER. 

Navy  Department, 

To  Joseph  Savier,  Br. 

For  the  U.  S.  ship  Franklin: 

Twenty  monkey  jackets,  at  $5 $100  00 

Seven  pair  trowsers,  at  $1.25 8  15 

Tweuty-six  waistcoats,  at  $2 52  00 

Fifteen  matresses,  at  3 45  00 

For  the  hospital: 

Six  matresses,  at  $3 18  00 

Six  pillows,  at  $1 6  00 

Three  pieces  Russia  duck,  at  $11 33  00 

Making  twenty-four  sheets,  at  25  cents 6  00 

Making  twenty-four  pillow  cases,  at  12^  cents 3  00 

For  the  ship  Congress: 

Two  hundred  duck  frocks  and  trowsers,  at  $2.75 550  00 

Twenty  matresses,  at$  3 60  00 

Four  matresses,  at  $3 12  00 

Six  yards  cotton 187 

Six  matresses,  at  $3 18  00 

Fifteen  pair  cloth  trowsers,  at  $2.75 41  25 

$954  87 

Norfolk,  December  18,  1817. 
Received  of  Miles  King,  navy  agent  at  Norfolk,  the  sum  of  nine  hundred  and  fifty-four  dollars  and 


eighty-seven  cents,  in  payment  of  the  above  account. 


JOSEPH  SAVIER. 


Navy  Department,  for  the  Congress, 


To  James  Ogilvie,  Dr. 


1819. 
March  29.  For  two  hogsheads  peppers,  furnished  in  lieu  of  twenty  barrels  sour  crout $87  50 


Miles  King, 

Bought  of  James  Ogilvie. 
1819. 
March  18.  Two  hogsheads  pickled  peppers,  14,000  at  621  cents  per  100 $87  50 

Received  payment  from  Miles  King,  Esq.,  navy  agent  at  Norfolk,  eighty-seven  dollars   and  fifty 
cents,  in  full  of  the  above  account. 

JAMES  OGILVIE. 


Navy  Department,  for  tlie  schooner  Nonsuch, 

To  Nathaniel  Cocke  &  Co,,  Dr. 

1818. 

May  6.  No.  17.     For  one  set  cabin  curtains $21  38 

June  8.  No.  26,     For  two  hair  matresses 26  31 


$47  69 


Norfolk,  Jui^e,  1818. 
Received  from  Miles  King,  navy  agent,  forty-seten  dollars  and  sixty-nine  cents,  in  payment  of  the 
above  bill. 

$47.69,  N.  COCKE  &  CO. 
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40. 

Navy  Departiucut,  fcir  tlie  sliip  Alert, 

To  Nathaniel  Cocke  &  Co.,  Dr. 

1818. 
May  6.  For  one  green  baize  table  cover. . $5  00 

Norfolk,  May  6,  1818. 
Eeceived  from  Miles  King-,  navy  agent,  five  dollars  in  payment  of  the  above  bill. 
$5.  N.  COCKE  &  CO. 

Miles  King,  Esq., 

To  N.  C(5ckc  &  Gix,  Dr. 

1818. 

Jan.     9.  Two  yards  baize $1  TS 

Feb.  28.  Meal 2  73 

Apr.  21.  Two  hair  matresses 2(5  31 

May     9.  Two  and  one-f  )urth  moreen,  schooner  Nonsuch,  Claxton 3  09 

Four  and  one-half  fringe,  schooner  Nonsuch,  Claxton 2  91 

Two  dozen  rings  and  thread,  schooner  Nonsuch,  Claxton, 38 

Five  bed  C(jverlets 5  00 

May  22.  Two  table  covers 10  00 

One  table  cover  for  ship  Alert 5  00 

Aug.  10.  One  pound  thread 1  25 

Aug.  18.  Seven  and  one-half  yards  duck ; ,  2  84 

Dec.     8.  Diiference  in  exchange  table  covers 2  00 

1819. 

Jan.     5.  Three  table  covers,                ]  j-     r<     ^    t   t->   tt     i  io  c^ 

n,        .     r.  1 '    ,.  h  for  Cant.  J.  D.  Henley 13  50 

Twenty-five    yards    linen,    J  ^  -' 

$76  76 


41. 

Navy  Department,  for  the  ship  Congress, 

To  Nathaniel  Cocke  &  Co.,  Dr. 

1819. 
March  6.  No.  8.     For  three  green  table  covers  for  Captain  J.  D.  Henley $15  50 

Norfolk,  March,  1819. 
Received  from  Miles   King,  navy  agent,  fifteen  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  in  payment  of  the  above 
account.  '  N.  COCKE  &  CO. 


42. 

Navy  Department,  for  the  frigate  Congress, 

To  Joseph  A.  Barron,  Dr. 

1818. 
September  29.  No.  39.     For  100  lbs.  wool,  at  $51.50,  and  bag  for  wool,  at  75  cts. $52  25 

Norfolk,  September  29,  1818. 
Received  from  Miles  King,  navy  agent,  fifty-two  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents,  in  payment  of  the 
above  bill.  JOSEPH  A.  BARRON. 

$52.25. 

Norfolk,  October  8,  1818. 
Miles  King,  Esq., 

Bought  of  J.  A.  Barron. 

103  lbs.  best  spring  wool,  at  50  cts. $51   50 

Bag  for  wool • 0  75 

$52  25 
Received  payment.  J-  ^-  BARRON. 
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43. 

Fnitcd  States  schooner  Ilornet, 

181 S.                                                                                                    To  11.  &  W.  Parmell,  Dr. 

May  14.  For  nine  yards  of  oilcloth,  at  $2.25 $20  25 

For  one  floorcloth 18  00 

S38  25 

XoKFOLK,  June  18,  1818. 
lleceivcd  of  Miles  King,  Esq.,  thirty-eight  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents,  in  full  of  the  above  account. 

II.  &  W.  PAKMELL. 

Miles  King,  Esq. 

1818.                                                                                               To  H.  &  W.  Parmell,  Dr. 

March  26    One  safe $1  00 

April    11.  One  floor  cloth,  19.10  by  14.9  =  32|  yards  at  $2.25 13  00 

Two  yards  of  Hoorcloth,  at  $2.25 4  50 

May     14.  Nine  yards  of  oilcloth,  Hornet,  at  $2.25 20  25 

26.  Four  "pieces  of  duck,  Constellation,  at  $13.50 54  00 

June       9.  Eight  yards  of  floorcloth.  Nonsuch,  at  $2.25 18  00 

13.  One  picture 1  25 

One  picture 7  37 

One  large  picture 15  00 

15.  Two  pictures 9  00 

18.  Ten  barrels  of  whiskey,  Navy  yard,  323.7,  316—65 205  40 

$420  77 
By  net  proceeds  of  tables 35  85 

$384  92 
June    16.  40  hams,  weighing  529  lbs.,  at  12i  cents 66  12 

$451   04 
By  cash  from  C.  H.  Stallings,  for  four  pieces  of  duck,  at  $13.50 54  00 

$397  04 

By  cash $291   77 

By  cash 20  00 

311   77 


$85  27 

United  States  schooner  Hornet, 

To  H.  &  W.  Parmell,  Dr. 

Nine  yards  of  oilcloth,  at  $2  25 $20  25 

M.iY  14,  1818. 
Received  payment  from  Miles  King,  n&vy  agent,  say  twenty  dollars  and  twentv-five  cents. 

H.  &  W.  PARMELL. 


Navy  Department,  for  the  public  stores, 
1819                                                                                                     To  H.  &  W.  Parmell,  Dr. 

June  30.  For  ten  barrels  of  whiskey,  316  gallons,  at  65  cents $205  40 

Norfolk,  September,  1819. 
Received  from  Miles  King,  navy  agent,  two  hundred  and  five  dollars  and  40  cents,  in  paymeiiff  of 
the  above  bill.  '  H.  &  W.  PARMELL. 

$205.40. 


45, 
The  United  States,  for  stores  for  the  officers  of  the  frigate  Macedonian, 

To  Samuel  Vickery  &  Co.,  Dr. 

1818. 

Nov.      5.  To  fifteen  and  a  half  bushels  potatoes $8  50 

To  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  lbs.  butter,  at  30  cents 38  10 

To  four  boxes  raisins 17  00 
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5.  To  OIK!  hundred  lbs.  Lrowri  sugar,  and  bbl.  25  cents <{;15  2.5 

To  eight  Inavcs  labeled  white  sugar,  52i  lbs.,  at  30  cents' .............].[[.[  "*18  25 

To  eigh:  laigi'  buttles  catsup l'^50 

To  thirtv-six  haeon  hams,  352  lbs.  at  20  cents 70  in 

Toone    half  barrel  beef ....■.■.■.■.■.■.■.■.■.■.■.■.■.;:  10  00 

To  twenty-three  kegs  oysters  )  oj  i  j.  nr 

To  eleven  kegs  prawn  ......  P*  ^^S^'  ^^  ^^  ^'^"ts 25  50 

To  two  dozen  green  edged  plates,  half  soup 2  00 

To  one  and  a  half  dozen  green  edged  plates,  breakfast *  i  ]2 

To  seven  dishes,  assorted  sizes '.".'.'.'.'.  5  00 

To  one  and  a  half  dozen  wine  glasses 3  00 

To  one  and  a  half  dozen  flint  tumblers 4  50 

To  one  and  a  half  dozen  cups  and  saucers,  (blue) 1  00 

To  one  tea  kettle,  $3 ;   one  lish  kettle,  $3 .(500 

To  one  large  (common)  knife  and  fork i  59 

To  one  cook's  ladle,  75  cents;  one  skimmer  50  cents 1  25 

To  one  cleaver,  $1.25 ;  one  tin  flour  box,  25  cents 150 

To  one  dusting  shovel,  50  cents;  one  dozen  knives  and  forks,  $4.50 5  00 

To  one  steel,  63  cents;  one  pair  carvers,  $1.50 2  13 

To  three  hundred  and  sixty-four  pounds  Wastphalia  hams,  at  25  cents 91  00 

To  twenty-one  gallons  pickles 21  00 

To  twenty-five  beef  hams 18  oo 

To  twelve  bags,  for  potatoes 1  50 

To  one-half  dozen  bottles  sweet  oil q  00 

To  porterage  and  boating  to  ship 1  50 


Deduct  one  and  a  half  duzcn  tumblers,  returned  to  be  exchanged §4  50 

Deduct  one  and  a  half  dozen  wines,  retiinieil  tn  be  exchanged 3  00 

Dedtict  one  tea  kettle,  returned  to  be  exchanged 3  00 

Deduct  one  dozen  knives  and  forks,  returned  to  be  exchanged 4  50 

Deduct  one  pair  carvers,  returned  to  be  exchanged 1  50 

Deduct  one  set  cups  and  saucers,  returned  to  be  exchanged 1  00 


To  one  and  a  half  dozen  tumblers  . .  . , 
To  one  and  a  half  dozen  wine  glasses. 

To  one  dozen  knives  and  forks 

To  one  pair  carvers 

To  one  set  cups  and  saucers 


To  one  tea  kettle  . 


$368  50 

6  81 

6  06 

7  00 

1  00 

1  25 

$390  62 

7  00 

$397  62 

Norfolk,  3Iarch  1,  1819. 
Received,  of  Miles  King,  Esq.,  navy  agent  at  Norf  ilk,  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  ninety-seven 
dollars  and  sixty-two  cents,  for  sundries  supplied  the  officers  of  the  United  States  ship  Macedonian,  as 
per  annexed  account. 

SAMUEL  VICKERY  &  CO. 


46. 

Navy  Department,  for  the  United  States  ship  Congress, 

To  Edward  S.  Waddey, 
1818. 
Dec.     17.         To  eleven  tierces  rice,  viz: 

No.  21 642 

No.  26 671 

No.  19 678 

No.  23 671 

No.  14 671 

No.  29 660 

No.    7.... 660 

No.    4 657 

No.  13 692 

No.  31 664 

No.  30 660 


Tare,  10  per  cent 732 

6,594  lbs.,  at  7| 
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Norfolk,  December  22,  1818.  j 

Received,  of  Miles  King,  navy  agent  at  Norfolk,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  and  eleven  dollars  and  three  1 
cents,  in  payment  of  the  above  account. 

EDWARD  S.  WADDEY.  | 


Navy  Department, 

To  AVilliam  Watts,  Dr. 

1835. 
;March  1.  For  hire  of  20  hands  employed  in    barking  cords  of  wood  for   ship  North  Carolina, 

ship  Constellation,  brig  Spark,  &c $65  64 

To  sawing  76  cords,  at  3s 38  00 


$103  64 


Norfolk,  J/ar.^/i  3,  1825. 
Received,  from  ifiles  King,  Esq.,  navy  agent  at  Norfolk,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  three  dollars 
and  sixty-four  cents,  in  full  of  tlie  above  account. 

WILLIAM  X  WATTS. 
Test:  John  T.  Corr.vn. 


Navy  Department, 

To  Stephen  Bill,  Dr. 

1825. 

March  8.     For  sawing  7|  cords  wood,  at  50  cents $3  62 

For  hand  hire  barking  wood  for  ship  North  Carolina,  brig  Spark,  and  schooner  Fox.  6  38 


$10  00 

Received  from  Miles  King,  Esq.,  navy  agent  at  Norfolk,  the  sum  of  ten  dollars,  in  full  of  the  above 
account. 

his 

STEPHEN  +  BILL. 
Test:  John  T.  Corran. 


49. 

Frig.^^te  Macedonian,  June  9,  1826. 
Sir:  Be  pleased  to  pay  Capt.  Furguson  for  towing  this  ship  from  Norfolk  to  Crauey  Island. 
Respectfully,  your  most  obedient, 

JAMES  BIDDLE. 
Miles  King,  Navy  Agent,  Norfolk. 
John  Furguson,  $120. 


Messrs.  Delany  and  Roberts, 

Bought  of  E.  Stertevant. 
Four  patent  skylights,  at  $5.00 $20  00 

Received  payment,  by  JOSEPH  C.  MAIGUL. 

Ca2:)t.  King: 

Please  pay  the  above  bill. 

DELANY  &  ROBERTS. 
Norfolk,  October  5,  1818, 
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Mr.  Miles  King, 

Bought  of  William  Tay  .)r. 
1819. 
February  21.  Six  barrels  of  whiskey,  viz: 

No.  1.  33 1 32 

No.  2.  32i 1 3U 

No  3.  32^^ U 3ll 

No.  4.  331 01 33 

No.  5.  34^— Oi 331 

No.  6.  33!, 1:: 321 

194  gallons,  at  54  cents $104  76 

Received  payment.  WILLIAM  TAYLOR. 

Norfolk,  3Iarch  16,  1819. 


Miles  King, 


To  James  Willoughby, 
Received  payment.  JAMES  V\' ILLOUGIIBY. 


isn. 

November  15.  For  2  barrels  Lish  pork,  at  $25 §50  00 


United  States  ship  Hornet, 


Norfolk,  May  29,  1824. 
To  Archer  &  Co.,  Dr. 


Indent  No.  12. 
To  1  pound  balsam  copaiva $0  75 

Duplicate. 

Examined.  O.  GALT,  Navi/  storekeeper. 

Approved:  James  Renshaw. 


54. 

United  States  Navy  Department, 

To  Hampton  Steamboat  Company,  per  Abel  Waite,     ^  Dr. 

To   transportation   of   Commodore  Warrington,  his   cockswain   and   steward,  from  Norfolk   to 

Hampton  Roads,  March  22d,  1826 $2  00 

Approved:  L.  Warrixgton. 

Received  from  Miles  King,  Esq.,  navy  agent  at  Norfolk,  the  sum  of  two  dollars,  in  full  of  the  within 
account. 

ABEL  WAITE. 


55. 

United  States,  for  frigate  Congress, 

To  J.  A.  Barron,  Dr. 

March  6.  Six  bass  drum  heads,  at  $3.00 $18  00 

Six  ship  drum  heads,  at  $1.50 J^ 

$27  00 

Ch.  W.  Skinner. 

Norfolk,  January  3,  1822. 
Received  from  Miles  King,  Esq.,  navy  agent  at  Norfolk,  the  sum  of  twenty-seven  dollars,  in  full  of 


the  above  account. 
$27.00 


J.  A.  BARRON. 
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56. 

Schoouer  Delight,  Munsieur  M.  King-, 

Bought  of  R.  Gei 

One  blue  pitcher,  Is.  6d 

Two  decanters,  7s.  6d 

One  sugar  dish,  3s 

One  dozen  common  plates,  4s.  6d 

One  large  blue  dish.  Is.  6d 

One-half  dozen  flint  tumblers,  12s 

One-half  dozen  coffee  cups  and  saucers , 


Norfolk,  October  20,  1820. 
Received  of  M.  King,  navy  agent  at  Norfolk,  the  within  amount — say  eight  dollars  twentj^-five  cents. 

KAY.  GERVAIS. 


United  States, 
For  five  dockages,  at  25  cents. . . 
Received  payment. 
Norfolk,  November  6,  1819. 


To  County  Dock, 


RICHARD  BARR. 


For  0 


Navy  Department, 
c  lime  juice,  48  gallons,  at  $1. 


To  James  Thorburn, 


;  00 


Norfolk,  June  1,  1819. 
Received  of  Miles  King,  navy  agent  at  Norfolk,  the  sum  of  forty-eight  dollars,  in  payment  of  the 
above  account. 

JAMES  THORBURN. 


The  United  States  schooner  Nonsuch, 

To  A.  Mitchell  k  Co.,  Dr. 

Norfolk,  1817, 

Nov.  28.  Thirty  pounds  sheet  iron  pipe,  at  25  cents $7  50 

To  fixing  them 1   00 

Dec.     5.  Twelve  and  a  half  pounds  of  copper  pipe,  at  75  ceuts 9  37^ 

$17  87i 

To  Miles  King,  Esq.,  navy  agent: 

Please  pay  the  above  account,  as  per  requisition. 

RO.  B.  RANDOLPH,  Lieut.  Nonsuch. 


Miles  King,  Esq.,  for  frigate  Congress, 


Norfolk,  November  13,  1817. 


Twenty  yards  green  baize,  at  4s.   6d.. 
Received  payment. 


Bought  of  Neilson  &  Neale. 


N.  &  N.  NEALE, 
Y  JoHX  Clarke. 
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61. 

Norfolk,  October  21,  1819. 
Mr.  Miles  King-, 

Bought  of  Benjamin  F.  Taylor. 

Four  barrels  prime  pork,  at  $18,  [bank  money,] ^f  o  00 

Twelve  boxes  mould  candles,  40  lbs.,  each — 480  lbs.  at  21  cents,  [N.  C.  money,] [      100  80 

Diayiige ".'. '.*.'.  25 

$n3  05 

Received  payment. 

BENJAMIN  F.  TAYLOR. 


62. 

The  United  States  Navy,  for  frig-ate  Congress, 

To  John  Nadcux,  Dr 

1818. 

Nov.  2.  For  tinning  five  copper  stew  pans ^3  OO 

For  tinning  ladle  and  skimmer 62 

For  small  tin  top 19 

$3  81 

Approved:  J.  D.  IIe.vi.ey. 

Received  payment.  '  JOHN  NADAUX. 


Navy  De])artment,  for  Naval  hospital. 


Aug.  30.  No.  45.     To  twenty-four  chamber-pots,  Is.  6d. 
To  six  bowls,  6  cents 


To  George  White, 


$6  00 
371 

$6  3ti 


Norfolk,  3Iarch  30,  1820. 
Received  of  Mr.  King,  navy  agent,  the  above  amount,  say  six  dollars  thirty-seven  and  a  half  cen 

G.  WHITE. 


Mr.  Miles  King,  navy  agent, 


1820. 


To  Francis  S.  Taylor, 


June  8.  To  ten  and  a  quarter  cords  of  wood,  at  $3.50  per  cord.  ■ 


$35 


Norfolk,  June  10,  1820. 
Received  payment  of  Miles  King,  Esq,,  navy  agent,  the  above  sum  of  thirty-five  dollars  and  eighty- 
eight  cents. 

FRANCIS  S.  TAYLOR- 


The  United  States  ship  Delaware, 

To  two  hundred  and  thirty-six  lbs.  of  tallow 

Received  from  Miles  King,  Esq.,  the  sum  of  forty  dollars  for  the  above  tall 


Norfolk,  October  5,  1820, 
To  Jane  Collins, 


Br. 

$40  00 


TUNIS  DONORAN. 
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Ml-.  King, 

Bought  of  William  Dickson 
Eight  bundles  hay,  weighing  3,166  lbs.,  at  871  cents  per  cwt 


Received  payment. 


$2*7  69 

Norfolk,  March  25,  1822. 


AVM.  DICKSON, 
Per  Richard  Bowde.v. 


Navy  Yard,  Gosporf,  February  25,  1819. 
Received  of  Mr.  Frank  Taylor  17 1  cords  of  firewo  d. 

J.   SMITH. 
Miles  King,  Esq.,  Navy  Agent,  Norfolk. 

Norfolk,  February  25,  1819. 
Received  from  Miles  King,  Esq.,  sixty-two  dollars  and  twelve  cents,  in  full  fur  the  within  wood. 

FRANCIS   S.  TAYLOR. 


68. 

The  United  States,  for  frigate  Congress, 

To  Samuel  Vickery  &  Co.,  Dr. 
1818. 

Aug.  3.  To  five  gallons  bright  varnish,  at  75  cents  per  gallon $3  75 

To  five  and  a  half  gallons  black  varnish,  at  75  cents  per  gallon 4   12 

Oct.    9.  To  two  patent  lights  for  lantern 10  00 

$17  87 

Norfolk,  March  1,  1819. 
Received  from  Miles  King,  Esq.,  navy  agent,  the  amount  of  the  above  account  in  full. 

SAMUEL  VICKERY  &  Co. 


69. 

Miles  King,  Esq.,  navy  agent, 

Bought  of  Timbcrlake  &  Loyall. 

One  half  barrel  flour $6  00 

Fifty  lbs.  rice,  at  9  cents  per  lb 4  60 

Twenty  lbs.  cheese,  at  25  cents 5  00 

Thirty  lbs.  butter,  at  2s.  3d 11   25 

One  pot  for  butter 75 

$27  50 


Received  payment. 


Norfolk,  November  16,  1818. 
TLMBERLAKE   &  LOYALL. 


1817. 
May  8. 
May  16. 

1818. 
April  1. 
May  15. 

Oct.  14. 


70. 

Navy  Department, 

To  George  M'Intosh,  Dr. 

To  one  dozen  whipsaw  files  (omitted) $3  00 

To  one  desk  lock  (omitted) 50 

To  one  lb.  escutcheon  pins    1   50 

To  two  dozen  crosscut-saw  files,  at  $3  per  dozen 6  00 

To  two  dozen  whipsaw  files,  at  $3  per  dozen 6  00 

To  fifty-one  and  a  quarter  yards  scarlet  pelisse  cloth,  at  $3 153  75 

$170  75 
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Norfolk,  November  16,  1818. 
Received  of  Miles   King,  navy  agent  at  Norfolk,  tlie  sum  of  one   liundred  and   seventy  dollars  and 
seventy-five  cents,  in  paj'ment  of  the  above  account. 

GEORGE  M'INTOSH. 


n. 

Navy  Department, 

1829.                                                                                                           To  Miles  King,  Dr. 

Sept.    3.  For  my  traveling  expenses  from  Noi-folk  to  AVashington,  235  miles,  at  15'cents  per  mile  $35  25 

For  my  traveling  expenses  from  Washington  to  Norfolk,  235  miles,  at  15  cents  per  mile  35  25 
24.   For  my  traveling   expenses  from   Norfolk   to  Washington,  and  back  to  Norfolk,  410 

miles,  at  15  cents  per  mile -jO  50 

$U1   00 


United  States  Navy  Department, 

To  Edward  Seymour,  Dr. 

To  two  grindstones  for  the  use  of  the  Navy  yard  at  Gosport,  at  $6  each  . .  /. $12  00 


Received  payment   fro 


Miles   Knig,    Esq.,   navy  agent,  Norfolk,  say  twelve  dollars,  tlie  21st  May, 
EDWARD  SEYMOUR. 


Navy  Department, 

1823. 
Nov.  6.  For  seven  days'  lighter  hire.. 


To  Robert  Soultei 


Received  from  Miles  King,  Esq.,  na^ 
\  full  of  the  above  account. 


Norfolk,  Augud  IT,  1824. 
.gent  at  Norfolk,  the  sum  of  five  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents, 

ROB.  SOULTER. 


U. 

Navy  Department, 
1817.  To  Joseph  Timberlake,  Dr. 

Dec.  2.  To  two  barrels  fish $21  00 

To  one  pot  ginger 1   50 

To  drayage 25 

$22  75 


Received  of  Miles  King, 
above  account. 


Norfolk,  January  8,  1818. 
A'y  agent  at  Norfolk,  the  sum  of  twenty-two  dollars,  in  payment  of  the 

J.  TIMBERLAKE. 


1817. 
February  i 


Navy  Department, 
.  To  kegs  lard,  viz: 


78  17 
91   18 


-169  35—134  lbs.  net,  at  U  cents $32  16 


VOL.  Ill 80    L 


634 


NAVAL    AFFAIRS. 


[No.  424. 


Received  of  Miles  King,  navy  agent  at  Norfolk,  the 
payment  of  the  above  account. 
$32.16. 


NoRroLK,  February  28,  1818. 
1  of  thirty-two  dollars  and  sixteen  cents,  in 


76. 

Febrlurt  21,  1819. 
Sir:  Please  to  pay  Robert  Evans  six  dollars,  for  a  drum  bought  of  him  for  the  Congress.     It  is 
indented  for  in  the  general  indent,  and  the  account  will  be  passed. 

Yours,  ^  J.  D.  HENLEY. 

Miles  King,  Navij  Agent. 


Received  the  witliin  amount  from  Miles  King — say  six  dollars. 


Witness:  J.  Murdex. 


Norfolk,  Februanj  21,  1819. 


ROBERT  X  EVANS. 


11. 

Navy  Yard,  Goqmrt,  3Iarch  19,  1819. 
Sir:  Please  to  pay  the  bearers,  as  laborers  on  board  the  ship  Romulus: 

Peter  Reinbom,  to  two  days'  work,  at  4s.  6d $1  50 

George  Curb,  to  two  days'  work,  at  4s.  6d 1  50 

Jesse  Moore,  to  two  days'  work,  at  4s.  6d 1  50 

Ben,  to  two  days'  work,  4s.  6d • 1  50 

$6  00 

EDW.  EWELL. 
Mr.  Christopher  Fry. 

Norfolk,  Ajyril  1,  1819. 
Four  men,  two  days,  as  above,  for  the  agent  to  pay,  say  $6,  together  with  per  diem,  at  50 — say  pay 
$12,  and  charge  the  agent  $10. —  [Entered.] 

The  within  named  men  were  employed  in  loading  the  ship,  and  to  be  paid,  by  the  navy  agent,  say 
ten  dollars. 

F.  N.  SEABURY. 
Received  payment  of  the  navy  agent,  the  21st  July,  1819,  $10. 

CHRIS.  FRY. 
The  agent  charges  $12. 


IS. 

Navy  Department,  for  ship  North  Carolina, 
1825.  To  R.  Barclay,  l)r. 

February  25.  For  three  cords  of  hickorj^  wood,  at  $4 $12  00 

For  one  cord  of  oak  wood 3  00 

$15  00 


Received  from  Miles  King,  Esq,, 
account. 


ivy  agent  at  Norfolk,  the  s 


Norfolk,  February  25,  1825. 
3  of  fifteen  dollars  in  full  of  the  above 

ROBERT  BARCLAY. 


Navy  Department. 
1825. 

February  16.  For  one  cord  of  hickory  wood 

For  four  cords  of  oak  wood,  at  $3. , 


To  R.  Barclay, 


Dr. 

.     $4  00 
.     12  00 
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Received,  February  IT,  1825,  from  Miles  King,  Esq.,  navy  agent  at  Norfolk,  the  sum  of  si.xtcen  d(jl- 
lars    in  full  of  the  above  account. 

ROB.  BARCLAY. 


Navy  Department,  for  the  public  store 
1818. 
October  8.  No.  3.     For  13  half  bi 


To  Jno.  B.  Taylor,  Dr. 

Irish  pork,  at  $13 ". $169  00 


Norfolk,  Odohei-  9,  1818. 
Received  from  Miles  King,  navy  agent,  one  hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollars,  in  full  of  tiie  above  bill. 

JOHN  B.  TAYLOR. 


Mr.  Baldwin's  traveling  expenses: 
Navv  Department, 
1829. 
Octobei-.   For  this  sum  paid  for  traveling 


i.n  the  United  States  busi 


Dr. 
$135  60 


82. 

For  the  sick  belonging  to  frigate  Jfacedonian: 
Navy  Department, 
1822.  To  J.  &  J.  Kyle, 

August  13.  To  one  piece  Russia  linen  sheeting,  46  yards,  at  50  cents 

To  one  piece  Irish  linen  sheeting,  56  yards,  at  50  cents 

To  one  piece  Irish  linen  sheeting,  42^  yards,  at  45  cents 


$23  00 
,  28  00 
.      19  121 

$70  121 


Received  from  Miles  King,  Esq.,  N 
a  half  cents,  in  full  for  the  above  account. 


Norfolk,  August  13,  1822. 
y  agent  at  Norfolk,  the  sum  of  seventy  dollars  and  twelve  and 

J.  &  JAS.  KYLE. 


M.  Magagnos 

Joseph  Savier 

M.  Magagnos 

M.  Mag.'iguos 

M.  Magau-nos 

Joseph  (iravier 

Nathaniel  Cocke  &  Co... 
Nathaniel  Cocke  &  Co.. . 
Nathaniel  Cocke  &  Co.. . 

J.A.Barron 

S.  &  Reardon 

M.  &  Lee 

H.  &  W.  Pannell 

A.  Mitchell 

N.  &  Neale 

Joseph  Savier 

James  Barry 

James  Ogilvie 

J.  Hall 

Neilson  &  Neale 

Joseph  Savier 

Francis  S.  Taylor 

Thomas  Balls 


W.  G.  Camp $13  12 

D.  Danfossy  &  Co 97  16 

W.  M.  Fauquier 173  96 

W.  M.  Fauouier 12  00 

B.  Danfossy  &  Co 1  63 

William  Francis 32  50 

Thomas  B.  Seymour 1  00 

William  Francis 1  06 

Nathaniel  Cocke  &  Co 12  00 

Thomas  B.  Seymour 62  00 

James  Thorburn 254  00 

Benjamin  F.  Taylor 173  05 

H.  &  W.  Pannell 205  40 

H.  &  W.  Pannell 390  31 

William  Dickson 27  69 

George  White 18  25 

Robert  E.  Steed 25  00 

John  B.  Armistead 9  20 

Jane  Collins 40  00 

H.  M'Dowell 88  20 

George  White 6  37 

R.  &  J.  Tavlor 54  00 

John  B.  Taylor 169  00 

$1,856  90 

1,705  57 
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United  States  Navy  Yard,  Gosjwrt,  October  11,  1829. 

I  do  hereby  certify  that,  on  reference  to  the  indent  books  of  my  predecessor  in  office  at  this  yard,  I 
find  that  he  was  in  the  habit,  in  checking  accounts  for  payment,  of  using  a  mark  in  pencil,  thus  (-y) 
against  each  article ;  and  that,  in  reference  to  the  accounts  above  enumerated,  there  is  no  such  mark 
placed  against  tlioir  items.  I  do,  howover,  further  certify  that,  although  a  majority  of  the  items  required 
arc  thnsChcikcd,  there  are  many  without  this  distinguishing  mark;  from  what  cause  1  cannot  be  now 
iiduriii<>l,  :is  not  miK  my  predecessor,  but  both  the  individuals  then  acting  as  his  clerks,  are  now  dead. 

Win  11  i  invschCiiiiie  into  office,  1  changed  this  mode  of  checking  accounts,  by  substituting  the  same 
distinguishing  "mark  in  black  ink,  thus,  ( ■»/)  which  has  been  invariably  used  by  me  ever  since;  and  I  do 
not  hesitate  to  saj',  in  reference  to  my  own  official  transactions,  that  were  I  to  find  an  item  in  my  indent 
book  deficient  in  this,  I  should  certainly  pass  the  account  for  its  amount. 

G.  GALT,  Navy  Storekeeper. 

Navy  Yard,  October  31,  1829. 
The  transactions  in  relation  to  the  written  enumerated  accounts  transpired  during  my  command  in 
the  navy  yard,  I  have  no  kind  of  doubt  of  the  correctness  and  justness  of  them,  and  had  they  have  been 
presented  to  me  at  any  time  during  my  command,  I  should  liave  considered  it  my  duty  to  have  approved 
them. 

EDWARD  P.  KENNEDY. 


Navy  Department,  for  the  purser's  department, 
181().                                                                                                            To  Joseph  Hall,  Dr. 

July  12.  For  two  cheese,  81  lbs.,  at  25  cents $21   15 


85. 

Navy  Departmo  nt,  for  the  armorer. 

To  Thomas  B.  Seymour,                         Dr. 
1816. 
December  5.  To  four  lbs.  tallow $1  00 

Norfolk,  December  5,  1816. 
Received  from  Miles  King,  navy  agent,  one  dt>llar,  in  full  of  the  above  bill. 
$1.00.  THOMAS  B.  SEYMOUR. 


86. 

Navy  Department,  for  the  armorer's  department, 

To  William  Francis,  Dr. 

1816, 

December  5.  For  one  compass  saw .,.......,   $00  15 

1811. 
January    3.   For  one  yard  white  cotton 31 


Norfolk,  January  1816. 
Received  from  Miles  King,  navv  agent,   one  dollar  and  six  cents,  in  payment  of  the  above  bill 
$106.  WILLIAM  FRANCIS. 


87. 
Navy  Department,  for  the  Naval  hospital. 


NoRKOLK,   October  23,  1811. 
Received  of  Miles  King,  navy  agent,  twelve  dollars,  in  full  of  the  above  biU. 
$12.  JOSEPH  SAVIER. 
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1817. 

Novcnibei 


November 
December 


December 
December 


88. 

Navy  Department, 

To  B.  Dauf.jssy  &  Co.,  Dr. 

10.  For  one  cupboard  lock,  38  cts.;   two  drawer  locks,  50  cts $0  88 

For  four  drawer  handles,  $1.50;  twelve  m.  sprigs,  $5.12 C  62 

For  twelve  groove  screws S  50 

For  one  bottle  sweet  oil 1  OO 

29.  For  six  pencils,  38  cts.;  one  tuutli  plane,  SI. 37 '.  1   75 

8.  For  three  quires  sand  paper 1  50 

Fur  one   lb.  a<iuaturtis 75 

For  tliree  dozen  liles,  $9.50;   ten  knots  catgut,  $-t 13  50 

For  .six  cruciblew,  $2.38 2  38 

9.  For  two  skillets,  17i  lbs 11  83 

For  one  ladle,  62  cts. ;  two  stock  locks,  $3.75 4  37 

For  one  axe,  $1.37 ;  one  padlock  (patent)  $1 2  37 

For  two  bottles  sweet  oil 2  00 

For  two  doz.  files,  at  $4.50 y  00 

For  two  quires  paper 50 

12.  For  one  m.  sprigs,  44  cts.;  two  doz.  drawer  handles,  $5.50 5   94 

For  one  pair  large  hinges,  81  cts.;  lour  padlocks,  at  37i  cts 4  31 

17.  For  one  iron  pot,  50  lbs.,  at  6J  cts .' 3  13 

For  one  skillet,  62  cts. ;  ime  tea  kettle,  $1.75 2  37 

For  twelve  lead  pencils,  63  cts. ;  six  chalk  lines,  50  cts 1   13 

For  two  pair  compasses 33 

24.  For  one  steam-mill  cock  for  hospital 5  00 

$88  66 


89. 

Navy  Department,  for  the  Navy  hospital. 

To  B.  Danfossy  &  Co.,  Dr. 

1817. 
December  30.  For  (me  deck  lock,  63  cts.;  one  pair  hinges,  GO  cts.;  one  pair  drawer  handles,  50  cts.  $1   ^ 


1817. 
December 


For 

For 

August 

18. 

For 

For 
For 

August 

25. 

I'or 

September  19. 

For 

For 

For 

Scptembei 

•30. 

For 

October 

19. 

I'or 
For 

November 

■    4. 

For 

90. 

•  Department,  for  the  painter's  department  in  the  Naw  yard,  Gosport, 

To  ^Vm.  M.  Fauquier,  Dr. 

one  hundred  lbs.  putty,  $10;  one  paper  ink  powder,  18  cts;  \  paper,  31  cts..  .  $10  49 

two  lbs.  black  lead 50 

four  huiidred  feet  glass,  10  by  12,  at  $15,  $60;  one  hundred  feet,  8  by  10,  $14 .  74  00 

six  paint  brushes,  No.  1,  at  87^  cts.,  $5.25;  one  slate,  75  cts 6  00 

two  quires  paper,  38  cts.;  fourteen  lbs.  red  lead,  at  Is.,  $2.33 2  71 

one  lb.  red  ink,  50  cts.;  half  gallon  copal  varnish,  $4 ^.  .^ 4  50 

one  lb.  teredecena,  $1;  one  lb.  rose  pink,  50  cts.;  six  sash  tools,  $1.75 3  25 

six  hair  pencils,  50  cts.;  six  paint  brushes  (large)  $6 6  50 

half  Ih.  u-nm  arable,  50  cts.;  one  bladder,  13  cts.;  one  penknife,  $1.25 1   88 

hairib.  ^Iirnme  v.^lh.w,  $2.50;  one  rule,  2  feet,  $1 3  50 

tuviitv-luiir  lbs!  lamp  black,  at  Is.,  $4;  one  gallon  copal  varnish,  $8 12  00 

.,ue  galli.u  eupal  varnish,  $8;  four  books  gold  leaf,  at  4s.  6d.,  $3 11   00 

half  a  gallon  spirits  wine,  $1.50;  one  hundred  feet,  10  by  12  glass,  $15 16  50 

one  pair  large  scale  weights,  $9.50;  twenty-four  bladders,  $1.50 11   00 

one  lb. 1  25 

two  pallet  paint  knives,  $4;  three  lbs.  beeswax,  $1.50 5  50 

two  glazing  knives 38 

one  gallon  spirits  wine 3  00 

$173  96 


Received  of  Miles  King,  navy  agent,  one  hundred  and  s 
payment  of  the  above  bill. 
$173.96. 


Norfolk,  November  17,  1818. 
■enty-three  dollars  and  ninety-six  cents,  in 

ANN  FAUQUIEE, 
Executrix  of  Wm.  M.  Fauquier. 
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Norfolk  Borough: 

At  a  court  held  the  27th  day  of  September,  1826,  on  the  motion  of  Ann  Fauquier,  the  executrix 
named  in  the  last  will  and  testament  of  VVm.  M.  Fauquier,  deceased,  who  took  the  oath  prescribed  by 
law,  and  entered  into  bond,  (without  security  as  by  the  said  will  directed)  in  the  penalty  of  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars,  with  condition  according-  to  law,  certificate  is  granted  her  for  obtaining  a  probate  thereof 
in  due  form. 

SWEPSON  WHITEHEAD,   C.  N.  B.  C. 


Navy  Department,  for  the  sliip  Congress, 

To  William  M.  Fauquier,  Dr. 
1817. 

November  20.  For  one  gallon  best  copal  varnish $7  00 

For  half  "lb.  Prussian  blue.  No.  1 3  00 

For  one  dozen  liair  pencils 1    00 

For  half  lb.  teredecena 0  62| 

For  half  lb. 0  37^ 


$12  00 


Norfolk,  November,  1817. 
Received  from  Miles  King,  navy  agent,  twelve  dollars,  in  payment  of  the  above  bill. 
$12.  ANN  FAUQUIER, 

Ex.  of  \Vm.  M.  Fauquier. 


02. 

Navy  Department,  for  the  United  States  ship  Congress, 

To  M.  Magagnos,  Dr. 
1817. 
Novenjber  17.  For  three  matresses  for  the  hospital  department,  per  requisition  of  Doctor  Bald- 
win, of  this  date $15  00 

Norfolk,  November,  1817. 
Received  from  Miles  King,  navy  agent,  fifteen  dollars,  in  payment  of  the  above  bill. 

JOS.  MAGAGNOS, 
Agent  for  Mrs.  Ma< 


93. 
Navy  Department,  for  the  frigate  Congress, 


To  Neilson  &  Neale,  Dr. 


1818. 
December  2.  For  one  set  table  mats $2  50 


94. 
Navy  Department,  for  the  Navy  hospital, 


To  Joseph  Savior,  Dr. 


1828. 

August  28.  For  twenty  sheets $42  50 

For  twenty  pillow  cases , 15  00 

For  ten  bed  covers 15  00 

For  ten  matresses,  at  $5 : 50  00 

For  ten  pillows 10  00 

$132  50 

Per  requisition  of  Dr.  Herseley,  13th  instant. 

Norfolk,  August  28,  1818. 
Received  from  Miles  King,  navy  agent,  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  in  payment 
of  the  above  bill. 

$132.50.  JOSEPH  SAVIER. 
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95. 
Navv  Dopartment,  fur  the  Congress, 

To  William  Francis,  Dr 

1818. 
December  18.  No.  159.     To  one  set  knives  and  forks,  witli  carver ii32  50 

Norfolk,  Decrmbrr,  1819. 
Received  from  Miles  King,  navy  agent,  thirty-two  dollars  and  fiftv  cents,  in  full  of  the  above  account- 
$32.50.  WILLIAM  FRANCIS. 


Navy  Department, 

To  Hugh  &  William  Farmele,  Dr. 

1819. 
August  25.  To  twenty  barrels  whiskey,  624|  gallons,  at  62i  cts §390  31 

Norfolk,  August,  1819. 
Received  from  Miles  King,  navy  agent,  three  hundred  and  ninety  dollars  and  thirty-one  cents,  in  pay- 
ment of  the  above  bill. 

$390.31.  H.  &  W.  PARMELE. 


Navv  Department,  for  ship  John  Adams, 

To  R.  E.  Steed,  Dr. 

1819. 
November  2.  No.  62.     To  25  lbs.  double  battle  powder $35  00 


Navy  Department, 

To  Henry  McDowell,  Dr. 

1820. 
October  18.  To  441  lbs.  tallow  for  the  launch  of  the  74  gun  ship,  at  20  cts §88  20 


99. 

Navy  Department,  for  the  United  States  ship  Delaware, 

To  Thomas  Talbot,  Dr. 

1827. 
Januarj'  19.  For  one  cord  of  hickory  wood $4  00 

Received  from  Miles  King,  Esq.,  navy  agent  at  Norfolk,  the  sum  of  four  dollars,  in  full  of  the  above 
account. 

§i.OO.  THOMAS  TALBOT. 


Navy  Department,  for  Pcnsacola, 

To  Catherine  Keeling,  Dr. 

November  22.  For  twenty  gallons  of  pickles,  at  75  cents $15  00 

For  two  kegs  for  same,  at  $1.25 2  50 

$17  50 

Norfolk,  November  22. 

Received  from  Miles  King,  Esq.,  navy  agent  at  Norfolk,  the  sum  of  seventeen  dollars  and  fifty  cents, 

in  full  of  the  above  account. 

Test:  John  T.  Corran. 

her 

C.  -f  KEELING 
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101. 

Navy  Department, 

To  William  Maxwell,  Dr. 

For  services  as  judge  advocate  at  a  naval  court-martial  on  board  frigate  Guerriere,  21st  November, 

1820,  seven  daj's,  at  ten  dollars  per  day $70  00 

Copy  of  official  proceedings* 50  00 


$120  00 


Then  I'eceived  of  M.  Kinj 
Duplicate  receipt. 


gent,  the  above  s 


Norfolk,  December  20,  1820. 
3  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

WM.' MAXWELL. 


102. 

Navy  Department, 

To  Owen  &  Gibbons,  Dr. 

Four  cases  16  oz.  copper,  2,255  lbs.,  at  35  cents $T89  25 

One  keg  patent  nails,  112  lbs.,  at  75  cents 84  00 

Charge  in  Baltimore  ou  the  above 22  32 

Paid'freight $4  37 

Commission,  at  2^  per  cent.,  on  $895.57 22  39f 

26  76 

$922  33 

Approved:  Johx  C.\s3in. 

Norfolk,  November  16,  1818. 
Received  of  Miles  King,  navy  agent  at  Norfolk,  the  sum  of  nine  hundred  and  twenty-two  dollars  and 
thirty -three  cents,  in  payment  of  the  above  account. 

OWEN  &  GIBBONS. 


103. 

Navy  Department, 

To  Owen  &  Gibbons,  Dr. 

To  ten  pigs  block  tin $178  33 

To  cash  paid  freight $1  25 

To  commission  at  2|  per  cent,  on  $178.33 4  45j 

5  70 

To  cash  paid  for  repairing  nautical  instrument 9  00 

$193  03 

Approved:  John  Cassi.v. 

Norfolk,  October  24:,  1818. 
Received  of  Miles  King,  navy  agent  at  Norfolk,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-three  dollars  and 
three  cents,  in  payment  of  the  above  account. 

OWEN  &  GIBBONS. 


104. 
Navy  Department, 

To  Owen  &  Gibbons, 

For  six  cases  16  oz.  copper,  107  sheets,  each  weighing  3,874  lbs.,  at  34  cents 

Paid  expenses  ou  the  above,  at  and  from  Baltimore , 


To  2 1  per  cent,  for  purchasing  the  above. , 
Approved:  Johx  Cassin. 


Dr. 

$1,147  16 
35  83 

$1,182  99 
§29  57 


*  This  charge  of  $60 
t  This  item  for 

}  This  item  for  . .     . .^ , ,  ^ ^, 

§  This  item,  $29.67,  was  disallowed  in  4th  quarter,  1818,  and  ia  now  claimed  by  Mr.  King, 


!y  is  now  claimed  by  agent,  but  it  was  disallowed  ir 
disallowed  in  1819,  and  now  claimed  by  agi 
I,  $4.45,  disallowed  in  4th  quarter,  1818;  Mr.  King  n 
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Norfolk,  December  9,  1818. 
Received  from  Miles  King-,  navy  agent  at  Norfolk,  the  sum  of  twelve  hundred  and  twelve  dollars  and 
fifty-six  cents,  in  payment  of  the  above  account. 

OWEN  &  GIBBONS. 


105. 

The  United  States,  for  frigate  Congress, 

1818,                                                                                                     To  David  Milhado,  Dr. 

Nov.    23.  To  sixteen  pairs  Baker's  patent  pump  boxes,  at  $45 §720  00 

To  six  composition  chambers  for  8  in.  boxes,  at  §33.35 200   10 

To  four  pumps,  each  22,  is  88  feet,  at  $1 88  00 

To  setting  four  chambers,  at  $2 8  00 

To  cartage  on  board 4  50 

To  commission,  2|  per  cent *25  37 

To  paid  freight  from  New  York  to  Norfolk 25  00 

To  paid  freight  for  landing 1   00 

§1,071   97 
Approved:  Jonx  C.issix.  === 

Norfolk,  December  2,  1818. 
Received  of  Miles  King,  navy  agent,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  and  seventy-one  dollars  and  ninety- 
seven  cents,  in  full  of  the  above  account. 

DAVID  MILHADO. 


106. 

The  United  States  Navy  Department, 
1829.  In  account  with  Miles  King, 

May    29.  To  amount  of  freight  paid  on  bricks,  per  receipts  herewith 

By  net  proceeds,  per  account  sales  herewith 

Balance 

To  balance  due  M.  King,  and  carried  to  general  account 


Dr. 

$22(5  45 

Cr. 

$157  71 
68  74 

$226  45 

$226  45 

$68  74 

lot. 

Navy  Department, 
1818.  To  James  Smith,  Dr. 

December  31.  To  services  rendered  as  clerk  of  the  Navy  yard,  Gosport,  from  the  1st  of  March 

to  the  31st  December,  1818,  ten  months,  at  $50  per  month $500  00 

Approved:  John  Cassix. 


Received  of  Miles  Kin; 
above  account. 


NoRf-OLK,  December  31,  1818. 
-gent  at  Norfolk,  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  in  payment  of  the 

J.  SMITH. 

Note.— Of  the  above  $500,  there  was  $200  disallowed  in  first  quarter,  1819,  as  his  pay  for  March, 
April,  May,  and  June,  had  been  previously  allowed.  In  first  quarter,  1818,  and  second  quarter,  1818,  he 
was  allowed  $58.33  per  month— $50  for  services  as  clerk,  and  $8.33  for  house  occupied  by  Mr.  Smith, 
now  claimed  by  Mr.  King,  $200. 


108. 

Navy  Department, 
1818.                                                                                                        To  James  Smith,  Dr. 

December  31.  To  rent  of  the  house  occupied  by  Mr.  James  Smith,  clerk  of  the  Navy  yard, 
Gosport,  from  the  1st  of  March  to  the  31st  of  December,  1818,  ten  mouths, 
at  $150  per  annum • • .;*... $12- 

Approved:  John  Cassin. 


•  This  item  fc 

vol.  ni.- 


18  disallowed  in  fourth  quarter,  1818,  and  now  claimed  by  Mr.  King. 
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Norfolk,  Jim'7n6e?- 31,  1818.  I 

Received  of  Miles  King,  navy  agent,  the  sum  of  one  liundrcd  and  twenty-five  dollars,  in  payment  of  j 

the  above  account.  | 

J.  SMITH.  i 

Note. — Of  the   above  $125,  there  was  disallowed   $75   in  first  quarter,   1819;  first,  because  he  was 
allowed  only  $100  per  annum  for  house  rent,  and  secondly,  because  the  months  of  March,  April,  May  and 
June  had  been   allowed  in  first  and  second  quarters,    1818,  as  above;  thus  he  was   allowed   $58.33  for         ' 
March,  April,  May,  and  June,  1818— $50  per  montli  for  clerk  hire,  and  $8.33  for  house  rent.     Mr.  King 
now  charges  on  this  voucher  $75. 


109. 

Navy  Department, 
1819.                                                                                                          To  James  Smith,  Dr. 

March  31.  To  rent  of  the  house  occupied  by  Mr.  James  Smith,  clerk  of  tlie  Navy  yard,  Gos- 
port,  from  the  1st  of  January  to  the  31st  of  March,  1819,  three  months,  at 
$150  per  annum $37  50 

Approved:  Johx  Cassin. 

Norfolk,  March  31,  1819. 
Received  of  Miles  King,  navy  agent  at  Norfolk,  the  sum  of  thirty-seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents,  in 
paj-ment  of  the  above. 

J.  SMITH. 

Mr.  King  now  claims  on  the  above  voucher  $12.50,  which  sum  was  disallowed  in  the  settlement  of 
his  account  for  the  first  quarter  1819,  because  he  was  then,  or  previously,  informed  that  Mr.  Smith  would 
be  allowed  but  $100  per  annum,  or  $8.33  per  month,  for  house  rent. 


110. 
Navy  Department, 
1818.  To  James  Smith,  Dr. 

March  31.  To  services  rendered  as  clerk   of  the  Navy  yard  at  Gosport,  from  tiie    1st  to  the 

31st  of  March,  at  $1,000  per  year ^'. $83  33| 


Approved:  John  Cassin. 

Norfolk,  March  31,  1818. 
Received  of  Miles  King,  navy  ag'ent  at  Nt)rfolk,  the  sum  of  eightj^-three  dollars  and  thirty-three  and 
one-third  cents,  in  payment  of  the  above  account. 

J.  SMITH. 


111. 

Navy  Department, 
1818.  To  James  Smith,  Dr. 

April  30.     To  services  rendered  as  clerk  of  the  Navy  yard,  Gosport,  from  the  1st  to  the  30th 

of  April,  1818. '. $83  33| 


Duplicate. 

Approved:  John  Cassin. 

Norfolk,  April  80,  1818. 
Received  of  Miles  King,  navy  agent  at  Norfolk,  the   sum  of  eighty-three  dollars  and  thirty-three 
cents,  in  payment  of  the  above  account, 

J.  SMITH. 


112. 
Navy  Department, 
1818.  To  James  Smith,  Dr. 

May     31.  To  services  rendered  as  clerk  of  the  Navy  yard,  Gosport,  from  the  1st  to  31st  of 

May,  1818 '. .' $83  J 


Approved:  John  Cassin. 

Norfolk,  May  31,  1818. 
Received  of  Miles  King,  navy  agent  at  Norfolk,  the  sum  of  eighty-three  dollars  and  thirty-three 
cents,  in  payment  of  the  above  account. 

JS.  SMITH. 
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113. 
Navy  Department, 
1818.  To  James  Smith,  Dr. 

June  30.  To  services  rendered  as  clerk  of  the  Navy  yard  at  Gosport,  from  the  1st  to  the;  30th  of 

June,  1818 $83  33 


Approved:  Johx  Cassi.v. 

Norfolk,  June  30,  1818. 
Eeceived  of  Miles  King-,  Esq.,  navy  aginit  at  Norfolk,  the  sum  of  eighty-three  dollars  and  thirty- 
three  cents,  in  payment  of  the  above  account. 

JS.  SMITH. 

Note.— Although  Mr.  King-  does  not  now  charge  anything  upon  the  preceding  last  four  vouchers 
copied,  as  he  was  allowed  in  the  settlement  of  his  account  for  the  1st  and  2d  quarters,  1818,  on  those 
vouchers  $.58.33,  viz:  $50  per  month  tn  Mr.  Siniih,  as  cl.Tk  .if  the  luivy  yard,  and  $8.33  per  month  for  his 
house  rent — wiiich  was  all  he  would  li.'  .uImwcI,  and  s,.  inruniicd ;  yet,  it  does  appear  from  the  1st  and  2d 
vouchers  copied  on  this  sheet,  rendci-.'d  miIisisiiu'iiIIv  1i\-  _\Ii-.  Kino-*  (say  in  his  accounts  for  1st  quarter 
1819)  that  !!.■  there  charges  again  S.-,ti  prr  nmntl,,  paid  t..  Mr.  Sn.itli,  for"  sorvic-s  as  clerk,  and  at  the  rate 
of  $50  per  annum  f.r  Imu-^i'  rent  r..i-  M ,-.  Smith,  and  in  tliosr  Inlls  in.-j.idrs  |i„.  nMut  li.  nt  Mmvli  \pril 
Mav,  and  Jun,.,  thr  tin,.'  char-.M  in  lasi  f,ur  v.,u.-h..rs  h.'iv  .-..pi..,!.  wln.-h  ha.l  lM.,.n  p,vvi,u,.lv  jia'ssed  to 
his  credit,  or  that  p.,rti..n  .if  ihrni.  h.Avver,  whi.'h  li.>  ha.l  lM..m  inr..rni,'.l  w.nil.l.iulv  lie  all.nve.l,  viz:  $50 
per  month  for  services  as  clerk,  an.l  $8.33i  per  mouth  for  house  rent,  to  Mr.  Smith.' 


Navy  Department, 

To  Henry  Singleton,  Dr. 

For  building  ship  house,  &c $151  00 


Navy  Department, 
1823.                                                                                                              To  Carey  Selden,  Dr. 

To  hospital  stores $5  45 

1823. 
Eeceived  of  Miles  King-,  navy  agent  at  Norfolk,  the  sum  of  five  dollars  and  forty-five  cents. 

WM.  LOYALL, 

Agent  for  Carey  Selden. 


Navy  Department, 
1823.                                                                                                        To  Carey  Selden,  Dr. 

Oct.      23.  For  bread,  &c ". $19  50 


October  23,  1829. 
Eeceived  of  Miles  King,  navy  agent  at  Norfolk,  the  sum  of  nineteen  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

WM.  LOYALL, 

Agent  for  Carey  Selde.v. 


Navy  Department, 

1820.                                                                                                           To  Miles  King,  Dr. 

April       1.  To  clerk  hire  from  first  of  April  to  this  date,  four  years,  at  $1,000  per  annum $4,000  00 

To  office  rrnt,  fn- the  sanu'  time,  at  $150 600  00 

Toportrr's  hiiv    r,,r  th.'  same  lime,  at  $240 960   00 

Tostati.narv,  f.T  li,.;  same  lime,  at  $150 600  00 

To  candles,  iml  &c..  lor  the  same  time,  at  $60 240  00 

To  extra  clerk  hire,  for  the  same  time,  at  $800 3,200  00 

$9,600  00 
1820. 
April       1.  By  cash,  in  part • 3, 255  00 

Balance  due  M.  King $6,345  00 
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Navy  Department, 

To  Miles  King,  Dr. 

1825. 
April     1.  To  extra  clerk  hire,  from  the  first  of  April,  1820,  to  this  date,  at  $800  per  annum. .   $4,000  00 


November,  12,  1829. 
Disallowed:  J.  B. 

In  submitting  the  above  accounts  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  the  following  explana- 
tions are  deemed  requisite: 

Previous  to  the  year  1817,  the  allowance  to  the  navy  agents  for  the  ordinary  clerk  hire,  oiBce  rent, 
porter  hire,  candles,  fuel,  &c.,  was  not  regulated  by  any  general  rule;  before  that  time,  the  Department, 
it  is  presumed,  allowed  each  agent  wliat  it  considcnMl  adc(iuate  and  reasonable.  On  the  6th  of  June,  in 
that  year,  a  general  circular  was  issucil  tVimi  the  Department,  fixing  the  allowance  for  these  objects  at 
the  price  charged  in  the  first  of  the  al"ive  ace.. nuts,  ami  that  has  been  adopted  by  me,  as  a  standard  of 
easy  reference  for  the  time  previou.-s,  to  wit,  from  the  1st  of  April,  1816,  the  accounts  for  that  period 
never  having  yet  been  audited. 

No  navy  agent  in  tlie  In  ion,  it  is  believed,  has  had  as  much  public  business  to  transact  as  the  one 
at  Norfolk,  and  it  was  found  imjiossible  to  do  it  with  one  clerk.  For  extra  clerk  iiire,  a  reasonable  com- 
pensation is  demandable,  as  a  matter  of  strict  justice;  and  so  sensible  was  the  Department  of  this,  that, 
in  the  year  1825,  they  fixed  it  at  $300  per  annum,  in  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Paulding's  accounts.  This 
rate  has  been  adopted  by  me  for  the  period  of  time  during  which  this  allowance  has  not  been  audited. 
Since  1826,  the  allowance,  at  this  rate,  has  been  duly  audited  to  me. 

All  wiiich  is  respectfully  submitted. 

MILES  KING. 

Mr.  King's  account  for  the  items  embraced  in  this  bill  were  presented  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
in  1819,  allowed,  and  placed  to  the  credit  of  his  account  with  the  Treasury.  (See  his  account  annexed, 
from  April,  1816,  to  April,  1819.)  Ten  years  after,  the  same  items  of  account  are  again  brought  forward 
for  allowance,  and  the  demands  doubled  in  amount. 

There  was  nothing  exhibited,  proving  that  these  additional  sums  had  been  actually  expended  for  the 
purposes  mentioned  in  the  account.  The  charge  of  $4,000  for  extra  clerk  hire,  dated  April  1,  1825,  for 
the  five  years  preceding,  was  not  proven  to  have  been  paid  by  the  agent,  nor  did  it  appear  that  such 
extra  clerk  hire  was  required  for  the  business  of  that  station.     The  claim  was  therefore  disallowed. 


Navy  Department, 

To  Miles  King,  navy  agent  at  Norfolk, 

To  cash  paid  clerk  for  services,  from  April,  1816,  to  April,  1817 $500  00 

Office  rent,  same  time 100  00 

Fuel,  same  time 50  00 

Services  of  porter,  same  time 50  00 

Stationery,  same  time 30  00 

Candles 5  00 

To  cash  paid  clerk,  from  April,  1817,  to  April,  1818 $1,000  00 

Office  rent,  same  time 100  00 

Fuel,  same  time 50  00 

Porter,  same  time 60  00 

Stationery,  same  time 50  00 

Candles,  same  time 10  00 

To  cash  paid  clerk,  from  April,  1818,  to  April,  1819 $1,000  00 

Office  rent,  same  time 100  00 

Fuel,  same  time 50  00 

Porter,  same  time 50  00 

Stationery,  same  time 50  00 

Candles,  same  time 10  00 


$3,255  00 


Approved:  S.  T. 


MILES  KING. 


Navy  Department  of  the  United  States, 

To  James  River  Steamboat  Company, 
1819. 
September  30.  To  hire  of  steamboat  Richmond,  to  carry  dispatches  to  city  of  Washington . . . 

Received  the  amount  in  full,  of  Miles  King,  Esq.,  navy  agent,  say  three  hundred  dollars. 

WILLIAM  H.  THOMPSON,  Agent  J.  R.  Steamboat  Company. 
Norfolk,  October  1,  1819. 
Approved:  A.  Sinclair. 
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This  claim  was  not  allowed,  because  it  did  not  appear  that  the  emergency  justified  the  expense 
incurred. 

If  the  occasion  had  authorized  such  an  expenditure,  why  had  not  the  account  been  previously  pre- 
sented and  allowed? 

Witliin  a  few  weeks  past  it  has  been  discovered  that  the  claim  was  presented  to  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment in  1819;  though  suspended  at  the  time,  it  was  subsequently,  in  IS'il,  allowed,  and  passed  to  Mr. 
King's  credit. 


Navy  Department, 

To  Miles  King,  Dr. 

1817. 
To  compensation  for  contracting  for  and  superintending  the  building  of  the  Marine  barracks 

at  the  Navy  yard,  Gosport $250  00 

1820. 
To  interest  paid  by  me  at  the  banks  in  Norfulk  I'.-r  innii(>y  advanced  to  me  by  them  for  the 
use  of  the  government,  in   the  years   1819  uud   1S:2U;  as  to  winch,  refer  to  the  Navy 
Department  for  the  certificates  of  the  interest  paid  to  the  banks,  and  to  the  returns  of 

my  agency  for  the  second  quarter  of  the  year  1820 2,250  00 

1821. 
To  compensation  for  purchasing  the  materials,  employing  mechanics  and  laborers,  and  super- 
intending the  building  the  ship  house  at  the  Navy  yard,  Gosport 375  00 

1825. 
To  compensation  for  shipping  timber  and  other  articles  to  other  places,  from  1817  to  1820 — 
tlie  value  of  the  timber  thus  shipped  was  immense — see  bills  of  lading  and  other  papers 

herewith  liled ;.••.•. v:"        2, 500  00 

To  compensation  for  purchasing  materials,  employing  laborers,  and  superintending  the  filling 

up  the  dock  in  the  Navy  yard,  Gosport 12o  00 

To  compensation  for  purchasing  the  materials,  and  superintending  the  slating  the  houses  at 

the  Navy  yard,  Gosport 250  00 

To  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  commission  on  $3,686.49,  the  amount  of  the  sales  of  the  schooner 

Weasel  and  the  ship  Decoy 92  16 

$5,8-12   16 


November,  12,  1829. 
Disallowed:  J.  B. 

Of  the  above,  the  sum  of  §2,250  is  claimed  by  me  as  so  much  money  advanced  out  of  my  own  pocket 
for  the  o-overnment,  and  as  to  which  it  is  presumed  there  can  be  no  possible  objection,  if  the  fact  be  as 
stated  in  the  entry;  the  verity  of  which  will  be  established  by  the  papers,  to  which  reference  is  asked 
All  the  other  sums  are  a  reasonable  compensation  for  services  perf  inncd  by  w  under  special  orders,  and 
forming  no  part  of  the  regular  duties  of  navy  agent;  services  of  whnh  na;iuv  have  always  been  compen- 
sated ibr  by  extra  allowances  to  all  the  navy  agents  who  have  perf  nmcl  thru,.  Ihe  services  for  which  a 
compcnsatidu  is  now  claimed,  it  is  believed,  upon  investigation,  will  be  found  to  have  been  of  great  value 
to  the  o-overnment    and  have  saved  to  it  very  considerable  sums  of  money. 

Tluis  f>r  in-^'tance  the  lowest  estimate  which  was  presented  for  building  the  ship  house  was 
$20  181  20  and  the  bids' under  the  public  advertisements  were  $27,586,  $30,000,  and  $38,478;  whereas 
the 'cost  in' the  mode  adopted  and  pursued  by  me  (including,  too,  the  foundation,  which  was  not  cakulated 
in  the  estimate  of  $20,181.20,)  was  less  than  $18,000.  So  in  filling  up  the  dock,  the  lowest  ofler  that 
was  made  and  they  were  numerous,  was  $11,000,  whereas  the  actual  cost  was  aboutfive  thousand  dollars. 
To  these  estimates  and  prupusal.,  enpirs  of  which  are  filed  herewith,  I  respectfully  bog  leave  to  refer. 

An  account  amount, nu'  lo  the  .aine  sum.  tm-  the  same  claims,  but  now  more  dehnitely  stat.^d,  was  pre- 
sented by  me  to  the  late  Fourth  Auditor  and  allowed;  it  was,  however,  rejected  by  the  >ee..ud  (  omptroller, 
and  afterwards  submitted  to  the  eouMderatinn  of  .Mr.  Southard,  ^vho,  I  understood,  had  passed  it.  Upon 
examination,  however,  I  can  find  no  written  order  to  that  effect,  liie  claim  is  now,  therefore,  respectfully 
submitted  to  the  present  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  his  allowance.  ,„t  t.-.  T-T^-r, 

'■  MILEb  KliNG. 

This  account  was  charged  in  the  fourth  quarter  of  Mr.  King's  abstract  for  1825,  and  noted  by  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  "  suspended."  The  charge  was  repeated  in  the  fourth  quarter  of  1827,  and 
noted  "  not  allowed."  _.  ,  .  ,^  ,    , ,      ,„^^ 

The  services  stated  to  have  been  rendered  by  Mr.  King  were  such  as  might,  very  probably,  have 
been  required  of  a  navy  agent  as  a  part  of  his  oflScial  duties,  and  for  which  Mr.  King  had  been  paid  the 
utmost  sum  allowed  by  the  law.  ^  .  .       ,,  ,  j        i 

The  claim  was  again  brought  forward  in  November,  1829.  On  examining  the  voucher  and  explana- 
tions accompanying  it,  there  was  nothing  found  to  justify  a  reversal  of  the  decision  of  the  Comptroller  of 
the  Treasury. 
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Navy  Department, 

To  Miles  King,  Dr. 

To  commissions  on  the  following  sums,  viz: 
1829. 

On  $6, 100,  the  cost  of  the  magazine,  at  2i  per  cent Si 52  50 

On  $21,000  paid  for  land  for  dry  dock,  at"2i  per  cent 525  00 

On  $173  paid  for  building  bridge,  &c.,  for  magazine 9  33 

On  §135,485  paid  on  account  of  the  expenditures  at  the  dry  d.ick,  at  2|  per  cent 3,48T  20 

$4,174  03 

November  24,  1829. 
Disallowed:   J.  B. 

In  laying  this  account  before  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  I  beg  leave  to  make  the 
follovi'ing' remarks:  For  the  ordinary  services  of  the  navy  agent  he  is  allowed,  by  law,  a  regular  com- 
pensatinn.  Imt  l^r  the  piTforniaiict/  nf  cxti-auiiliiiary  duties,  nr  duties  not  strictly  required  of  him  by 
virtue  of  his  ul'iirc  uf  ii;i\y  auiMit,  it  lins  always  liccu  eusttnaary  for  the  Department  to  allow  the  ordinary 

Thus,  ill  thi'  srtilciiieHt  of  aceoiiiits  of  Mr.  liiiiiiry,  thf  au-i-iit  at  B^isfon,  he  was  allowed,  some  years 
ago,  u])\vaids  el  clrNcii  tliousaud  live  Iniiniicd  dollai,-^  fir  cxna  coiniiii>.-i. .us.  In  that  settlement  is 
included  a  (Miiiinis~,inii  (if  $6,598.25  for  imrciiasis,  ami  s:;il.4."i  lor  o.jlctinu-  a  cargo  of  provisions  for 
the  I'acilic.  If  I  had  cliarged  an  extra  allowaiicc  lor  (he  datii's  I  ha\c  piaioinied  in  extraordinary  pur- 
chases fir  tia'  l:o\  (aiinioiit.  and  in  proiairiiig  car^-oi's  for  thi'  snuadrous  aliroad,  iiiy  demand  now  against  the 
governnu'iit  would  iudci'd  bo  largo.  I  havo  procured  ;iud  scut  abroad  cargoes  to  an  amount  almost 
innumeraiilc.  To  tlu.'  amouut  of  the  ahove  account  1  conceive  1  have  a  clear  and  ttnquestionable  rightfor 
compensation,  founded  as  well  on  the  nature  of  the  services  performed  as  on  the  established  usage  of  the 
Department.  This  account  I  therefore  submit,  with  much  confidence,  to  the  justice  of  the  honorable 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

M.  KING. 

The  3d  section  of  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1809,  limits  the  compensation  of  the  navy  agents  to 
$2,000  a  year. 

This  amount  of  compensation  Mr.  King  had  received  from  his  first  appointment  to  naval  agency. 

The  claim  to  commissions,  as  demanded,  would,  if  allowed,  have  given  a  compensation  beyond  that 
amount,  and  would  have  been  a  direct  violation  of  that  act. 

The  claim  was,  therefore,  disallowed. 


Navy  Department, 

To  Miles  King,  Dr. 
1829. 

September    1.  To  commission  on  $10,000,  at  one  per  cent $1 ,000  00 

To  one  quarter's  clerk  hire,  at  $1,000  per  annum 250  00 

To  assistant  clerk,  for  same  time,  at  $400 200  00 

To  office  rent,  fir  saino  time,  at  S150 37   50 

To  porter's  hire,  lor  same  luuc.  at   $240 60   00 

To  stati(mery,  tor  sam.^  tiiue,  at  8150 37   50 

To  candles,  fuel,  &c.,  for  same  time,  at  $60 15  00 

$1,600  00 
620   73 

Overcharged $979  27 

Endnrned: 

Let  him  be  allowed  the  usual  office  expenses  for  one  month  from  the  date  of  his  removal. 

J.  B. 
January  26,  1830. 


Navy  Department,  May  13,  1829. 
n-n  to  this  jilace  I  found  your  requisition  of  the  date  of  the  28d  of  April,  for  $28,572.85, 
ved  your  sumuiary  statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  month  of  April, 
ion,  it  a|i|";ns  ym  had  on  hand  the  1st  of  the  present  month,  for  the  "gradual  im- 
vy,"  82.1. 4:!4  O.I,  and  you  have  drawn,  under  the  same  head,  for  $10,359.93. 
you  liad,  at  that  lime,  an  unexpended  balance,  under  the  head  of  "provisions,  "  of 
have  drawn  for  $4,333.66  in  addition  thereto. 
t  wishes  to  know  wh3',  having  these  sums  on  hand,  an  additional  requirement  is  made 

■ctfully,  JNO.  BRANCH. 

Miles  King,  Esq.,  Navy  Agent,  Norfolk,  Va. 
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Navy  Department,  May  30,  1829. 
Sir:  I  have  this  day  directed  a  remittance  to  be  made  you  of  §2T,22T.U,  under  tlie  followino-  heads 
of  appropriation,  viz: 

Pay,  &c.,  afloat |2,8U  65 

Sliore  stations 3^000  00 

Superintendents |yOO  82 

Repairs  of  vessels 15 ^  ,",,51   ^q 

Contingent,  1829 4,47(1  4(5 

Navy  yards 414  38 

21,353  OG 


'.■21  ' 


These  last  items,  on  account  of  your  requisitions  of  the  23d  of  April  and  4th  inst.,  approved  by  the 
Navy  Commissioners;  you  will  perceive  that  nothin--  is  ivmittcd  under  "provisions,  gradual  improvement, 
and  medicines,"  for  this  reason,  that  under  these  luiuls  ynu  had  on  hand,  per  your  sum.  statement  for 
April,  viz:  "  riovisiuns  §41,558.74,  gradual  improvement  5525,434.55,  medicines  $3,281.15;  and  under 
Navy  yards,  (nily  St  1  IJ'.N,  is  remitted,  for  the  same  reason." 

Your  rc^iii-iii-ii  .1  the  23d  and  25th  inst,  received  yesterday,  have  both  been  complied  with. 
I  an,,  resiMTtfully, 

JNO.  BRANCH. 
Miles  King,  Esq.,  Nanj  Agent,  NorfoR-,  Va. 


Navy  Department,  June  29,  1829. 

Sir:  I  have  this  day  directed  a  remittance  to  be  made  you  of  $19,092.29,  under  the  following  heads 
of  appropriation,  viz: 

Supciinlrndcnts $362  91 

Repairs  of   v.-m'Is 17,709   02 

Cnntin-(  111.  1M".1 863  29 

Ordnance,  ke 13   00 

Gradual  increase 144  07 

You  vs'ill  perceive  that  nothing  is  remitted  under  "  navy  yards,"  because  the  expenditure  under  that 
head,  for  May,  was  only  $2,007.45,  and  the  balance  of  $5,411.36,  remaining  in  your  hands,  has  been 
deemed  sufficient  for  the  present  month. 

I  am,  respectfully,  JNO.  BRANCH. 

Miles  King,  Esq.,  Navy  Agent,  Norfolk. 


B. 

Synopsis  of  the  discrepancies  irhieh  occur  in  lite  quarterly  and  montldy  returns  made  to  this  Department  by 
Miles  King,  Esquire. 

1822. 

The  monthly  returns  to  the  end  of  this  year,  disagree  with  the  quarterly $24,127  78 

1828. 

First  quarter  of  this  year,  the  monthly  disagree  with  the  (juarterly 45, 940  84 

Second  quarter  of  this  year,  tlie  monthly  disagree  with  the  quarterly 31 ,490  84 

Third  quarter  of  this  year,  the  monthly  disagree  with  the  quarterly 32,  765  18 

Fourth  quarter  of  this  year,  the  monthly  disagree  with  the  quarterly 23,204  37 

1824. 

First  quarter  of  this  year,  the  monthly  disagree  with  the  quarterly 11, 543  98 

Second  quarter  of  this  year,  the  monthly  disagree  with  the  quarterly 38, 689  28 

Third  and  fourth  quarter  made  up  together,  disagree  with  the  quarterly 32,336  81 

1825. 

First  quarter  of  this  year,  the  monthly  disagree  with  the  quarterly 35,  769  53 

Second  quarter  of  this  year,  the  monthly  disagree  with  the  quarterly 18,535  00 

Third  quarter  of  this  year,  the  monthly  disagree  with  the  quarterly 43,570  53 

Fourth  quarter  of  this  year,  the  monthly  disagree  with  the  quarterly 40, 142  25 

1826. 

First  quarter  of  this  year,  the  monthly  disagree  with  the  quarterly 32, 650  84 

Second  quarter  of  this  year,  the  mont'lil  y  disa-ree  with  the  quarterly 13, 638  87 

Third  quarter  of  this  year,  the  monilily  disn-nT  with  the  quarterly 43,081  66 

Fourth  quarter  of  this  year,  the  mcnliily  (li>;i,i,iee  with  the  quarterly 33,881  31 

1827. 

First  quarter  of  this  j-ear,  tlio  m..ulhly  .lisagn'c  with  the  qnartrrly 42,892  76 

Second  quarter  of  this  year,  the  mimthlv  disn^-ive  with  the  (|nartcTlv 45,088  06 

Third  quarter  of  this  year,  the  munthly  disagree  with  the  <|uarterly 58,363  11 

Fourth  quarter  of  this  year,  the  mi.nthly  disagree  with  the  quarterly 32, 156  59 
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1828. 

First  qnart(M-  of  this  year,  the  monthly  disagree  with  the  quarterly *$63,511   64 

Second  quarter  of  this  year,  the  monthly  disagree  with  the  quarterly 90,564  39 

Third  quarti  r  nl'  this  yiar,  the  monthly  disagree  with  the  quarterly 45,609  47 

Fourth  ([uartpr  ul'  tiiis  year,  the  monthly  disagree  with  the  quarterly 41,562  80 

1829. 
Second  quarter  of  this  year,  the  monthly  disagree  with  the  quarterly 45, 633  96 

Washington  City,  February  26,  1830. 
This  will  certify,  that  I  examined  the  monthly  and  quarterly  returns  made  by  Miles  King,  and  found 
the  discrepancies  between  the  monthly  and  quarterly  to  be  as  stated  in  this  synopsis.     But  this  examina- 
tion does  not  embrace  the  accounts  farther  back  than  1822. 

D.  G.  SANFORD. 


C. 

Amount  of  rpquisitions  drawn  by  Miles  King,  late  navy  agent  at  Norfolk,  Virginia,  from  the  11th  of  May  to 
the  Wi  of  August,  1829. 

Requisition  of  May  11,  1829,  for $11,855  11 

Requisition  of  May  11,  1829,  for 5,814  65 

Requisition  of  May  28,  1829,  for    6,815  42 

Requisition  of  May  25,  1829,  for 3,831  61 

Requisition  of  June  6,  1829,  for 1,615  40 

Requisition  of  June  8,  1829,  for 41 ,924  25 

Requisition  of  June  22,  1829,  for 44,440  44 

Requisition  of  July  3,  1829,  for 19,500  00 

Requisition  of  July  4,  1829,  for 2,031  21 

Re(iHisition  of  July  3,  1829,  for 8,623  20 

Requisition  ef  July  4,  1819,  for 2,000  00 

Re<|uisit  ion  n\:  July  22,  1829,  for 45,253  50 

Rcpiisition  (if  July  22,  1829,  for 8,680  13 

Requisition  of  July  31,  1829,  for 1 ,000  00 

Requisition  of  July  31,  1829,  for 2 ,  629  51 

Requisition  of  August  1,  1829,  for 2,041  62 

Requisition  of  August  5,  1829,  for 4 ,  000  00 

Requisition  of  August  5,  1829,  for 6, 000  00 

$230,189  31 
Deduct  average  for  three  months,  per  other  side 116, 162  28 

Estimated  amount  of  overdrafts $53 ,421  03 

Memorandums  of  expenditures  on  the  Norfolk  station  for  the  year  1829,  viz: 

By  Miles  King,  from  the  1st  of  January  to  the  3d  of  March,  1829 $164, 161  14 

B>  Miles  King,  from  4th  of  March  to  the  30th  June,  1829, 189,351  43 

1)8,353,524  51 

Average  for  three  months $116, 162  28 

By  Miles  King,  from  the  1st  of  July  to  the  15th  of  August,  1829 $14,191  43 

By  Nash  Legrand,  his  successor,  from  the  16th  of  August  to  the  30th  of   September,  1829  80,539  53 

By  Nash  Legrand,  from  1st  October  to  31st  of  December,  1829 189, 181  50 


1)344,524  46 
Average  for  three  months $112,262  23 


3,571.     OmitI 
$37,886. 

The  first  disagreement  in  the  agent's  balances  occurred  in  1822,  and  furnishes  the  strongest  ground  for  suspecting  it  the  result  of 
desis,n  of  any  of  these  extraordinary  documents;  for,  from  the  1st  of  April  to  the  31st  of  December,  a  period  of  nine  months,  no  monthly 
returns  were  made,  but  the  whole  nine  made  up  and  transmitted  at  one  time,  and  on  the  same  day  with  the  quarterly;  the  monthly 
exhibiting  a  balance  due  to  the  agent  of  $7,768.85,  whilst  the  quarterly  admits  a  balance  due  to  the  Department  of  $16,469,  making 
$24,128.85.  As  it  is  not  reasonable  to  suppose  these  documents  were  transmitted  without  some  examination,  and  a  very  transient  one 
would  have  been  sufficient  to  have  detected  a  defect  so  glaring,  the  inference  is  irresistible  that  it  was  done  to  subserve  some  particular 
private  end. 

In  the  monthly  returns  for  this  year,  there  is  a  debit  of  $6,500  for  "  special  service,"  which  does  not  appear  in  the  quarterly 
accounts,  (a) 

(o)  Note  added  on  the  2Cth  day  offFebruary,  ISSO  — Subsequent  to  the  making  up  the  foregtiingst 
on  Mr.  King's  book,  charges  for  small  vessels  bought  for  Commodore  Porter,  to  cruise  against  the  pi 
under  the  head  of  "  special  sei-vice,"  so  that  this  part  of  the  remark  is  neutralized. 

D.  G.  SANFORD. 
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D. 

Navy  Department,  October  30,  1829. 

Sir:  Since  perusing  your  letter  of  the  9tli  instant,  to  Nash  Legraud,  Esq.,  navy  agent  at  Norfolk,  I 
have  examined  the  account  current  of  Miles  King,  Esq.,  late  navy  agent,  with  the  Branch  Bank  of  the 
United  States  at  Norfolk,  for  the  months  of  June,  July  and  August,  1829,  showing  a  balance  of  $40,144.17 
against  the  late  agent. 

From  a  cursory  inspection  of  the  accounts  of  the  late  agent,  as  settled  in  the  Treasury  Department, 
it  appears  that  he  obtained  credit  for  the  whole,  or  principal  items  charged  against  him  in  the  account 
with  the  bank. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  am  not  aware  that  the  Department  can  afford  any  aid  or  facilities  to  the 
bank  in  the  liquidation  of  the  aforesaid  balance. 

JOHN  BRANCH. 

George  Newton,  Esq.,  President,  Office  Bank  U.  S.,  Norfolk. 


Office  Bank  United  States,  Norfolk,  Oct.  9,  1829. 

Sir:  I  cheerfully  comply  with  the  request  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  communicated  in  your  note 
of  this  date.  The  claim  of  this  office  against  the  government,  amounting  to  $40,144.17,  arises  out  of 
advances  made  to  the  late  navy  agent,  to  enable  him  to  meet  demands  against  the  Navy  Department  for 
s  ipplies  of  timber,  provisions,  bread,  ship  chandlery,  pay  of  seamen,  mechanics,  laborers,  &c.,  furnished 
and  employed  at  the  navy  yard  and  dry  dock. 

These  advances  have  been  made  solely  on  government  account,  and  to  subserve  the  jmblic  interest, 
in  accordance  with  a  practice  commencing  with  the  establishment  of  this  office,  as  will  In-  seen  hy  refer- 
ence to  our  returns,  made  weekly  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Treasurer  ef  the  United 
States.  In  most  instances,  requisitions  regularly  made  and  approved  were  exhibited  at  tliis  office,  to 
show  the  objects  for  which  money  was  required,  upon  which,  in  order  to  prevent  any  detriment  to  the 
public  interest  or  naval  service,  advances  have  been  made,  even  when  there  has  been  no  money  at  the 
credit  of  the  navy  agent,  or  Treasurer  of  the  United  States.  Besides  being  made  acquainted  with  the 
objects  for  which  money  was  required,  it  was  known  from  day  to  day,  on  the  payment  of  the  checks  of 
the  late  agent,  that  the  money  advanced  was  expended  for  naval  purposes;  and  these  checks,  specifying 
the  object  for  which  given,  drawn  to  order  and  receipted,  are  in  possession  of  the  office,  in  evidence  of 
the  claim  against  the  government,  and  of  the  appliratinu  of  the  money  on  their  account. 

I  will  take  leave  to  say  that,  in  all  instanees  wliere  advances  have  been  made  to  public  agents,  and 
particularly  in  the  case  of  the  late  agent,  ilie  we(  kly  returns  made  to  the  Navy  Department  exhibit 
the  amount  advanced,  and  a  reference  to  our  last  weekly  return  will  show  that  the  amount  stated  to  be 
due,  still  remains  unpaid. 

I  am,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant,  GEO.  NEWTON,  President. 

Nash  Legrand,  Esq.,  Navy  Agent. 


Milm  King,  nari/  agent, 
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M.  A.  Davis,  balaiu'e  ,,f  pay 

J.  Md'liail.  live  nak  tiinl.er.  navv  yanl 

W.  GanliMT,  .lakini,,  al   iiavv  vai.l 

E.  Ingram.  Irav.linv  exiiei.;e;.  j'hila.lelpliia  t..  Nerfnik. 

C.  Cass,-ll,  lla-s  |err,,„siiiuUon 

W.  C.  Biirruu-lis,  ,,ii,.'  tiiiilier,  navy  yard 

Huestis,  i.M'l.  Imi-  ('Mn-iiiiiiiMii 

W.  Denl.v,  lirew.MMl  l\,v  C.iistitution 

R.  Gervais,  keeping  a  gray  lu.rse 

M.  Cooke,  timber  at  navy  yard 

L.  Russell,  castings  for  dry  dock 

A.  Armstrong,  allotment 

Fitzgerald,  pay  of  mechanics,  &c 

Lacost,  three  allotments. , 

R.  B.  Butt,  pine  timber,  plank,  dry  dock 

W.  H.  Bell,  traveling  expenses,  Washington  t(j  Nurfulk 
W.  0.  Slade,  traveling  expenses,  Washington  to  Norfolk 

Mary  Cooke,  allotment 

A.  Gait,  glass  for  Constitution 

T.  Burke,  picking  oakum 

S.  Meekins,  stone  at  navy  yark 

R.  Chapman,  hose  for  Constitution  and  navy  yard 

C.  Hatcher,  bathing  tub  for  Guerriere 


$(    48 

2,316  00 

12  35 

54  90 

149  00 

239  46 

111   03 

TO  00 

2  00 

5,000  Oo 

38   64 

25  Go 

9,229  32 

48  Oo 

818  44 

34  35 

34  35 

10  Oq 

42  18 

9  80 

213  75 

95  5o 

8  Oo 
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Date  of 
checks. 


Date  of 
payment. 


D. — Account — Continued. 


Specification. 


June 

do 

do 

do 

June 

do 

June 

June 

June 

June 

June 

June 

Juno 

do 

June 

June 

June 

do 

July 

d(j 

June 
do 

July 
d(j 

June 
do 

June 


June 
July 


July 


July         3. 
July  1. 

July         3. 


do 

June 

July 

June 

July 

July 

July 

July 

do 

June 

do 

July 

do 

do 

do 

July 

July 

July 

July 

do 
July 

July 

July 

do 

July 


June 
do 
do 

June 
d(j 
do 
do 

June 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

July 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

July 
do 
do 


J.  S.  Tavlnr,  tiavolin-  .•x|,..nse.s  from  Chapel  Hill.  . . . 

T.  Own'is,  1.,-s  \nv  dry  dnek „ 

J.  li.  Howie,  travcliii'^-  cxiicnses  from  Annapolis 

C.  Clail.nnic,  tiMV,-li„-cx|,cnsrs 

J.  ri-icc,  i-ilota-.'   ship  Kri<> 

\V.  Il,MT..n,  Irallirr  jioso  fur  ( 'nnstitution 

J.iljii  Wis..,  stoiH',  iiavv  vanl 

Overman,  white  eak  h',-s,  dry  dnek 

]{iehanls.,i,,  wendan.l   pickles,  ( 'nnstitntion 

Ricl'ianlsnii,  'wl,i(,'^n;,k  hutls.".  ...'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'. 

J.  T.  Cnn-an,  sniidries,  Cunslitutinn 

L.  0-<l<.n,  trav,.lii,-,.x|,eiises  f.r  C.mstitution 

S.  E.  Mann,  travelin-  ..xpeiises,    l!;iltimnre  to  Norfolk 
Ilumhpries,  travelin-  ex|i<.nses,  i'hihi.leliihia  to  Norfolk  . 

W.  B.  Line,  pav,  per  Fourfh  Auditor's  order 

McConnico,  posta-e  |Mi!,lie  letters,  .^e 

E.  Knox,  frei-l,!,  sundries,  from  VVashin-t,.n  (o  Norfolk 


.  Iln: 


alio' 


u's    iVom   Philadelphia 


D.  Baia-rif 
to  Norfolk 

M.  Pritc-h.^tt,  allotment 

M.  Pritehett,  alh.tiiient 

Extra  r.'iit,  cV.'.,  allow,.!  to  :;d  June 

Churehward  cV'  So,,,  l,;,hine,.  of  aeeonnt 

M.  Edwar.ls,  makm-  Ha-s,  ( 'onsl  itution 

D.  Porter,  travellll^•  expenses,  Chester  to  Norfolk  . 

W.  McBlair,  travelino-expenses  from  Baltimore  to  Norfolk 

S.  Decatur,  travelini;-'  expenses  from  Portsmouth  to  Nor- 
folk  

D.  Grilliih,  corn  lor  dry  dock 

E.  (lowderv,  allotment' 

E.  C.  Wines,  trav.liii-  expenses  from  Washinu'ton 

TIkjs.  Xash,  on  aeronnt  tin, her.  navy  yard..,: 

T.  K.  Fuller,  travlin- expenses  from 'P.osl.m 

Fitzu-erald,  meehanies,   laiiorers,  ^e 

P.  Fisher,  aliotm-'iit 

Buchanan's  travelino-expenses  tiom  New  York  to  Norfolk 
A.  Etheridi^-e,  travelin-  expenses   from    Philadelphia   to 

Norf.ilk." 

F.  Leas,  traveln,- expenses,  per  P..urth  Auditor's  letter 

W.  Jami-oii,  reeruitin-s<.rNiee 

Lucy  A.  Pienv,  allotment 

Lieut.  Wolsev,  travelin-  expenses  from  Norf  )lk  to  Ne\v 

York    ...; 

H.  Stephenson,  mao-azine  dresses  tor  < 'onstitntion 

AY.  Richardson,  hay  f.r  navy  yard 

Capron  &TimstaH.'sl 


J.  Wi. 

\Ym.  1 

'raneis    s 

T.  F.  . 

Andrews, 

S.  Pus 

sell,   east 

rd  . 


ndnes  furnished  , 


titu 


Thornton,  pay 

Mrs.   P>nrns,  aliotni-ml    

H.  Sin'_;leton,  on  account  mao-azine  contract 

11.  Sino-leton,  hire  of  hors,.  and  cart,  dry  dock 

F.  De  Master,  allotment 

F.  De  .Mast, a-,  allotm.Mit 

C.  0.  Handv,  ill  paym.Mit  of  reipiisiti.m 

Max.  Ilerhert,  ^yllil<■  oak,  yellow  ],ine  plank,  N.  Y.  G, 
AVm,  Pearson,  frayelin,^■  expenses  from  Philadelphia  . 

John  Kolierts,  na\y  hospital,  Constellation 

To  Ketchum,  transivjrtation  of  seamen 

C.  B.  Scott,  all,,tn,ent 

J.  ^Yood\vard,  furniture  i'or  different  vessels 

Geo.  AVilliaiiison,  \\iiite  oak  plank  and  stocks,  navy  yard 
Maro-aret  h'uss,  all 


Mai 


^  K) 


illotn 


,    Phlladeh 


W^m.  'fin 

H.  Pauhlino-,  lravelin-,.xiM.nse^ 

A.  Bri-o-s,  traiisportiii.o- articles  to  navy  yard. 

B.  Homans,  allotment 

D.  Cameron,  traveling  expenses  from  Marietta 
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D.—Jcco?ni/— Continued. 


Date  of 
checks:. 


Date  of 
payment. 


StDecifieation. 


July 

1. 

do 

July 

y. 

July         9. 

do 

do 

July 

6. 

do 

June 

30. 

July       10. 

July 

6. 

do 

July 

8. 

do 

July 

10. 

do 

July 

6. 

do 

July 

10. 

do 

July 

4. 

July       11. 

do 

do 

July 

1. 

do 

do 

do 

July 

11. 

do 

do 

do 

July 

1. 

do 

July 

(5. 

do 

July 

1. 

do 

July 

1. 

do 

do 

do 

July 

7. 

do 

July 

10. 

do 

July 

18. 

July       13. 

July 

11. 

do 

July 

13. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

July 

1. 

do 

July 

13. 

July       14. 

July 

10. 

do 

July 

13. 

do 

July 

14. 

do 

July 

13. 

do 

June 

19. 

do 

July 

13. 

do 

July 

1. 

do 

July 

15. 

do 

July 

14. 

do 

July 

15. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

July 

16. 

do 

July 

1. 

do 

July 

1(>. 

do 

do 

do 

July 

8. 

do 

July 

16. 

July       17. 

July 

n. 

do 

do 

do 

July 

16. 

do 

July 

13. 

do 

July 

n. 

do 

d(j 

do 

do 

db 

do 

do 

do 

do 

July 

18. 

July       18. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

July 

15. 

do 

July 

14. 

do 

July 

n. 

do 

July 

18. 

do 

July 

n. 

do 

July 

15. 

do 

J.  Um;\: 
F.Edwai 
Thos.  Cu. 


all> 


■iirtaMis  tor  buernere 

MMlaiid  veo-etal.les  for  Erie 
\V.  \V;,r,|,   1m. rf,  \,-.,  r,,r  navv  hospital... 

J.  T.  Corran,  r  -IV...  Inr  Cnustitutiiui 

J,;r.  C.rrau,  iM.si.ital  .st.avs 

IIig.i!,-ins,  slii]}  chandlery 

J.  W.  Boweu,  wharf  logs  for  dry  dnek  .  . 
J.  Meiizier,  trayeling-  expenses  fidiu  Was 
L.  Chase,  transportation  officers  and  seame 


ton   . 


Fitzgerald,  pay  of  navy  guard 

C.  A.  Thompson,  traveling  expenses  to  New  York  . 

AV.  C.  Shields,  allotment  from  T.  T.  Webb 

.Mr(  'awlcy,  allotment *. 

J.  J.  P)au-li\  traveling  expenses  from  "Washington  . 

Samuel  Davis,  pilutu'-e  ship  Erie 

G.  W.  Aniiisl.'ad,  alh.tiiuait 

W.  Kiehardsnn,  pickui-  .,akum 

E.  Pen.i.H-k,  alloti,>.a,t 

W.  Morris,  allotuieuts 

W.  Morris,  allotments 

T.  B.  Sevrnour,  corn  and  nats,  navy  yard  stock  . .  . 
Churchwaid  c<^.  Suns,  <ni  act.  raisins.". 

C.  0.  Uainlv,  pav.  \.-.,  ( •ui,st,.llat  i,,n 

L.  Baldwin;  ,|nan<a's  sal.uv  \n  1st  July 

J.  R(.d-ers,  traveling  expenses  from  Washington  . 
Jus.  (iricc,  live  oak  timber,  navy  yard    

F.  Saiitijau,  sundries  for  Constellation 

D.  M.  Tlinnituii,  ]iay  of  ship  Erie 

Pfc-o-o-y  Smtt.  allutlnelit 

W]  Wani,  lir,.f,  \r.,  fnv  Ahat 

Capt.  W;,d-w 


AV. 


•eliii 


1  I'hil 


.,hii 


Do  Bree,  pay,  &c..  Alert , 

G.  T.  Kennon,  medicines.  Constellation  .  . . . 
R.  H.  Calhoun,  traveling  expenses  from  Phi' 
Geo.  Ott,  bread  lur  Naval  hospital 


Ally: 


\-  i;..i: 


tsMii,  sundry  articles,  Constella 
,  sundry  articles  Constellation. 
— ,  live  oak,  under  contract.  .  . 

,  pitchers,  Constellation 

stone  for  ship  house  No.  1  ... 


lllol 


R.    A.    Dicks:.! 

Julia  I'ieiv,., 
W.  Portlork,  pil. 

D.  Too.u.T,    allot! 

T.  B.  Wrst.'rxtr; 
A.  B.  M!.ks,  alio 
Churchu-ank  pay 

E.  Lee,  making  t 
S.  Harris,  on  ace 
S.  Harris,  for  Rio 
J.  T.  Corran,  fivi 
J.  Thoinp^Mn.  ,„, 
Mecklin,  o!,  ar.-l. 

H.  Owens,  fr('iL;iit  of  stone  for  ship  lioust 

J.  Stavro,' sand  for  navy  yard 

J.  Hodges,  bricks  at  navy  yard 

T.  Parker,  wood  for  dry  dock . 


,  divdoek. 


stone,  navy  yard 


Ja 

s.  Thf 

nil 

OS. 

N 

p. 

H< 

T. 

Gi 

ah 

A. 
A. 

W 
W 

ils 

ation. . 


,11a 


oal,  dry  dock 

oal,  for  different  vessels  . 

C.  Hall,  stationery  furnished 

J .  Murden,  pay  as  clerk 

Wm.  Loyall,  on  acct.  provisions 
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D. — Account — Continued. 


Date  of 
checks. 


Date  of 
payment. 


Specification. 


July 

July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
do 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
June 
do 
do 
do 
do 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 

do 
do 

July 
July 
July 

Aug. 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 
do 
do 
do 


July 
do 
do 

July 
do 

July 
do 

July 

do 
do 


July 
July 


July       27 


do 

do 

do 

do 

July 

Jul> 

do 

July 

do 
do 


do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Auo-. 

do 

do 

July       31. 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


G.  White,  basins  and  ewers  for  Constellation 

G.  White,  sundries  for  Constellation 

T.  H.  ."^I'viiiour,  corn  and  outs,  dry  dock 

T.  11,  .Mitrli.lj,  st.i.ir  for  foundatilin  ship  house 

C.  Keid,  tinilM.r,  iiuarr  M.  Herbert's  contract 

D.  Mvcrs.  Iivi-lit  ..fstoi,,.,  ship  h,,use 

D.  ."^unlii.  three  months'  pay 

Hartsii.irne,  trayelin-  expenses,  W.    Lei-'h,   frona   Rich- 


James  Cornick,  pay,  per  Fourtii  Auditor's  letter 
Transportation   Co.,   for  transportation   of   a  gun   from 

Baltimore    

J.  Nicholson,  postage  public  letters 

A.  C.  Anderson,  kniyes  and  forks,  Constellation 

Thomas  Glenn,  allotment 

Mr.  Edwards,  making  curtains  for  Constellation 

Schooner  A^-oiiora,  freiii-ht  of  pork  from  New  York.  .  . 

R.  Chapman,  s.,Ml,.ryior  dry  dock 

L.  Kclliini,  frciuhi  of  stone  for  the  well  of  nayy  yard. 

Mrs.  Gar.lmT,  allotment 

F.  Houster,  carpenter's  tools  for  shipment  to  Pensacola. 

R.  Randall,  allotment 

F.  Gordon,  stone  at  nayy  yard 

A.  Coo         -'.... 


J.  A.  IJairon, 
G.  Kennon,  n 
C.  Muipliv,  a 
C.  MurphV,  a 
C.  MurphV,  a 
C.  Murph'v,  a 
C.  MurphV,  a 
C.  MurphV,  a 
Moses  TaVloi- 
M.  E.hvanls, 
Samuel  K.-rn 


t  to  Pensacola 


Thos. 


rdoi 


E.  Knox,   fiviL;-ht,  N 
yard r 

lUKhies,    from   Washington   to   nayy 

J   Noble   for  Fensa 

W.  Babbington,  fo 
Philadoliihia.... 

r  transporting  box   and   crate   from 

Do^ 


nd,  sai 


lip 


■  tor  Na 


M 

G.  T.  K.anioi 
B.  n,,maii,  al 

M.  Etherid-o,   allotment 

M.  Go.lolphi,  alloinicnt 

N.  Andrison,  allotment 

John  CaMwoU,  bricks  for  timber  shed; 


spr 


Alice  For 


alloi 


Am 


Nelso. 


S.  Bell,  allotiiu'nt 

Sarah  Blown,  allotiiu-nt 

E.  Francis,   allotment 

Susan  Lang,  allotment 

M.  Keniiedv,  traveling  expenses  frc 

E.  Williams,  allotm.Mrt    

Helen   Martin,  allotm.mt 

Charlotte  Mnrpliv,  allotment 


1  this  to  New  York 


Thoi 


as  Gl. 


allot 


nt. 


C.  Barritt, 

W.  Morris,  allotment 

L.  A.  Pierce,  alh.tment 

H.  B.  Reardon,   allotmetit 

Ann  Jarvis,  allotment 

Thos.  Owens,  sundries  for  Nayal  hospital  at  Pensacola. 

E.  Rodd,  allotment 

S.  C.  Farragut,  allotment 

Betsey  King,  allotment 

Betsey  King,  allotment 

F.  M.  E.  Barns,  allotment 

P.  Fisher,  allotment 
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D.—Arrounf—Cnntmued. 


Date  of 
checks. 


Date  of 
payment. 


Specification. 


All-. 

do 

July 


June 
July 


Au--. 
Aug-. 


do 
Aug-. 
Aug-. 


June 
July 


July 

do 
Aug. 


Aug. 
do 
do 


July 


l.\     Aug 


Aug. 


do 

do 

do 

do 

Aug. 

15. 

do 

Aug. 

18. 

Aug-. 

do 
do 


do 
Aug. 


do 
do 
do 


do 

do 

Aug. 


do 
do 


Aug.       21 


June 
July 
July 
July 
do 
do 

July 


l.'liN 


K.  L.jadei 
L.  Santij; 
James  Ih 
P.  Luo--, 

S.  Russrll,,Mst  inm  r,,r  iiavv  vanl 

G.  W.  Annisfad,  allutnTi.t' . ". 

Thos.  Owens,  wharf  logs,  dry  dock 

Ann  B.  Micks,  alldtmeiit  .  .  ." 

W.  C.  Shield,   alh.tmcnt 

Jane  Bi-io-l,t,  alhXnu'nt 

JaneBri-ht,  alh.tm.'iit 

JaneBri-hl,  allMinH'nt 

Sarah  liuut.T,  all,,tiiH-nt 

Gideon  Bowley,  for  transportation  ,.f  beef  f 

L.  Dudley,  allotment.  -. 

W.  F.  Jones,  allotment 

C.  B.  Scott,  allntnient 

F.  Deniasfr,  allotiiK'iit 

E.  Fenunck,  allutni.'iit 

S.  Harris,  navy  hiva.l 

M.  Lunini,  allotment 

S.  Langley,  turning  brasses  fur  compasses. 

James  Oarnes,  allotment 

J.  Kyle,  carpeting  for  Constellation 

J.  L.  Levantra,  on  account  magazine  contra 
J.  Williamson,  laying  stone  foundation,  shi] 

E.  Crane,  allotment , 

E.  Crane,  allotment 

E.  Crane,  allotment 

H.  M.  Stribling,  allotment 

H.  M.  Stribling,  allotment 

La  Coste,  allotment 

La  Coste,  allotment 

E.  Hill,  allotment 

A.  A.  Gilbert,  hay  and  augers,  dry  dock.  .  . 

Thos.  Parker,  pine  wocjd,  dry  dock 

A.  Clarke,  allotment 

Peggy  Scott,  allotUH-nt 

\V.  Hichai.i.ou  .ut  nails  for  navy  yard  and 

M.  Conshni.  IraM  Inig  expenses 

J.  V,  Siiiiih,  tra\cling  expenses 

J.  W.  Smith.  tia\cliiig  expenses 

J,.hn  Luke,  allotiiHut'; 

A.  11.  Macklm,  traveling  expenses 

T.  B.  Seymour,  corn  and  oats  for  navy  yard  ; 

stock 

Cowdery,  allotment 

G.  White,  cups  and  saucers  tor  Africans  goir 
S.  P.  Zantzinger,  allotment 

D.  Towner,  allotment 

Hartshorne  &  Co.,  allotment 

Edwards,  boat  cushions  lor  Alert 

Lucy  Cooke,  allotment  tor  September 

Transportation  Co.,  h.r  transportation  of  a  41 

Baltimore 

T.  Barker,  wood  for  dry  dock 


$5 

00 

G 

00 

66 

283 

19 

60 

00 

12 

00 

90 

44 

13 

00 

60 

00 

00 
00 

5 

00 

6 

00 

115 

00 

8 

00 

50  00 

50 

00 

9 

00 

9 

00 

400 

00 

5 

00 

8 

00 

18 

00 

83 

92 

194 

20 

106 

00 

50 

00 

50 

00 

50 

00 

35 

00 

35 

00 

18 

00 

18 

00 

10 

00 

45 

18 

77 

50 

15 

00 

2 

00 

59 

n 

8 

00 

15 

15 

8 

00 

10 

00 

13 

70 

142 

50 

50 

00 

46 

60 

00 

14 

00 

10 

00 

18 

37 

5 

00 

1 

18 

70  00 

§91,763 

35 

Cr. 

Balance  in  bank  this  day $2,414  28 

By  cash  received  for  condenmed  articles.  .  .  600  00 

By  warrant  No.  159  on  this  office 19,092  29 

By  warrant  No.  176  on  this  office 7,675  40 

By  warrant  No.  189  on  this  office 19,500  00 

By  warrant  No.  209  on  this  office 2, 037   21 

By  cash  for  condenmed  articles 300  00 


To  balance,  as   abov 


Office  Bank  U.nited  States,  Norfolk,  October  22,  1829. 


JOSEPH  L.  ROBERTS,  Cashie 


NAVAL    AFFAIRS.  [Na.  425. 


21ST  CONGKESS.]  No.     425.  [IST  SESSION. 

EXPLANATION  OF  THE  ACCOUNTS  AND  VOUCHERS  OF  JOHN  B.  TIMBERLAKE  AND  OF 
LIEUTENANT  ROBERT  B.  RANDOLPH,  AS  PURSER  AND  ACTING  PURSER  OF  THE 
FRIGATE  CONSTITUTION. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOCSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    MAY    28,    1830. 

Navy  Department,  May  21,  1830. 
■  Sir:  In  further  compli;inco  with  thr  rosdhiiidii  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  15th  mstant, 
I  have  the  honor  to  sulmiit  tlic  :u(niii]i;iiiyiiiLj,-  rciMnt  and  documents  from  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  in  answer  to  tliat  |Hiitinii  nf  thi/  ivsuhitiiui  which  relates  to  the  accounts  of  John  B.  Timberlake, 
deceased,  formerly  a  purser  in  the  navy  of  tlu'  riiit(  d  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  BRANCH. 
The  Hon.  Andrew  Stevenson,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  3Iay  25,  1880. 

Sir:  I  have  now  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  all  the  iiilnrniation  which  appears  to  be  required  from 
this  otfice,  in  ri-))]y  to  so  much  of  tlie  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  by  you  referred  to  me, 
as  relates  to  the  a<<nniils  of  Jnhn  B.  Timberlake  and  Lieutenant  Robert  B.  Randolph,  late  purser  and  act- 
ing purser  of  tiie  fri-atc  Cmi-titution. 

To  save  time,  1  h;i\c  lakcii  the  liberty  to  copy  a  portion  of  a  report  already  made  to  you  on  this  sub- 
ject, dated  22d  Fel)ruarv,  ls:;o,  which  is  as  follows,  viz: 

"John  B.  Timbcihike  .iiiiiiiiciiccd  !iis  duties  as  purser  of  the  frigate  Constitution  on  the  2Sth  June, 
1824,  and  died  at  i'nrt  Mah.>n  mi  ihc  '2d   April,  1828. 

"Lieutenant  IJhIk  rl  li.  i;aii(liil|ili  sucoeoded  him  as  acting  purser.  The  ship  arrived  at  Boston  on  the 
1st  July,  1828,  ami  tlu'  new  wcir  ,.;ii.l  ..IT  ,,ii  fli,.  mth   Au-ust. 

"On  the  2.SU1  nf  Srpi.MiilM.r,  is^s,  Li.Mitniniit  llaiulnlph  delivered  to  Tobias  Watkins,  then  Fourth 
Auditor,  the  books,  iiaprrs  uml  a.cMimts  ><{  Mr.  Tiuibcrlakc,  togftlier  with  iiis  own.  An  examination  of 
Mr.  Tiinbcrhikc's  jiapcrs  iimk  place  ami,  as  was  tlicii  said,  all  llic  i>rivat('  letters  and  papers  were  deliver- 
ed to  Mrs.  TimKerlake,  (»ii  tlie  i!7tli  Oeliiher  eiisuinu-,  [lieutenant  i;aii(li)l|>li's  account  as  acting  purser 
was  closed  and  r<'i...rt.Ml.  while  the  previous  ueeouut  i-f  Mr.  Timberlake  reiiiaiued  untouched. 

"1  entered  tli'isofiiee  Mareli  l':;,  lSi'<.).  M  r.  Tiiiilierlake's  aeeouuts  were  in  the  care  of  Mr.  Ezekiel 
Mae.laliiel,  then  at  tlie  head  ..f  the  purser's  depart  inent ,  bv  whom  lliev  Were  ,--iveM  tO  Mr.  JameS  H. 
Ilandv,  loi-  settlement.  Mi-.  llamlv  proi^ressed  with  the  e.xainimit  ion  of  the  aeeonnt,  which  he  found  in  a 
most  lleran-od  eon.lition,  and  suln'nitted  to  m.'  a   b>w  of   the  vouehers  for    mv  decision. 

"On  tiic'  i".nh  .Inlv  1  left  the  eitv  for  the  puriMiseuf  l,rin-ing  nivtamilvlrom  Kentucky.  Mr.  Thomas 
H.  Gilliss,  ehiel'  elei-k,'  was  appointed  bv  the  I'resideni  to  ae't  as  I'ourtli  .Auditor  in  my  absence.  On  the 
13th  August,  he  r<'porte<l  Mr.  Tiinliei'lake's  aeeonni,  exhibiting  against  him  a  balance  of  $17,241.03. 
Finding  that  some  appropriate  eicclits  had  been  omitted  (.n  the  11th  September,  he  again  reported  the 
account,  exhibiting  against  Mr.  Timberlake  a  balamv  of  SU,:i73.  59. 

"On  the  1-Jth  ()(-tob(M-  1  resumed  inyilutiesas  Fonith  Auditor.  A  few  days  afterwards  you  called  at 
my  ofliee  and  impiiicd  whellua-  there  were  amon-'  Ml'.  'I'indieilake's  papers  letters  from  any  persons  ahow- 
inV  that  the  form.'r  had  made  to  the  latter  remittanees  of  monev  from  th<'  Meditfuranean.  I  inquired  of 
Mr.  Handy,  and  he  put  into  my  hand  a  lile  .if  private  l.'tters  which  he  said  he  ha.l  found  among  Mr.  Tim- 
berlake's  papers,  among  which  were  three  Irom  Major  Eaton.  After  perusing  them,  I  made  inquiry  of 
Major  Eaton,  relative  to  the  transactions  to  which  they  referred.  He  gave  me  a  full  detail;  read  an  article 
dated,  I  think,  in  IS-io,  slating  the  purposes  tVu-  wliich  he  had  become  the  purchaser  of  the  property 
alluded  t<i;  showeil  me  a  book  in  which  .Mr.  Timberlake  had  charged  him  with  the  amount  of  the  remit- 
tances and  ^■iven  a  credit,  all,  1  b.dieve,  in  his  own  hand;  and  said  lie  should  be  readv  to  juiy  over  the 
balance  t<i  the  govermmml  when  il  slmuld  be  ascertain,'.!  that  Mr.  Timb.alake  was  in  truth  a  public 
debtor,  whi.di  he  d..nbt..d.  At  my  r.'.pu'st  Maj..r  Kal.m  has  r.Mlu.v,!  t.i  writim^'  th,' slalem.'Ut  made  to  me, 
which  is  herewith  submitted,  marked  A,  B.  1  also  submit  so  muc-li  of  his  privat.-  Letters  to  Mr.  Timber- 
lake,  found  in  this  office,  (having  obtained  his  consent)  as  relates  to  his  p.cuni.iry  transactions  with  that 
gentleman,  marked  C,  D,  E.  These,  with  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  the  S.'ci-etary  ol'  the  Navy,  marked  F, 
constitute,  I  bidieve,  all  the  information  possessed  by  me  relative  t.i  th.'  responsibility  of  any  person  or 
persons  for  the  balances  rep.,rted  t.i  be  .lue  from  J..hii  B.  Timberlak,-.  1  ,|..  n..t,  to  this  hour,"  know  who 
are  his  securiti.s  in  his  .illi.-ial  b.m.l.  Sucli  pap.'rs  are  l..,|g,Ml  in  yeur  nepartinent,  and  as  it  is  no  part  of 
my  dutv  to  take  steps  l.ir  th.-  re..'o\erv  <if  balances  due  t.i  the  i;'o\ermnent,  either  from  principals  or  secu- 
rities, I  have  had  no  inducennait  t.)  inquire  who  Mr.  Timberlakc^'s  securities  were. 

"In  others  of  the  private  letters  delivered  to  me,  there  are  evidences  of  considerable  amounts  of  prop- 
erty owned  by  Mr.  Timberlake,  in  the  United  States,  at  the  time  of  their  date.  The  information  may  be 
useful,  if  it  shall  become  necessary  to  take  steps  for  the  recovery  of  the  balances  reported  to  be  due;  and 
it  will  not  be  concealed  by  me. 

"  I  deem  it  my  peculiar  duty  to  see  that  all  settlements  made  in  my  office  are  fair  and  honest.  The 
confidence  with  which  the  family  of  Mr.  Timberlake  asserted  that  there  must  be  error  or  fraud  in  the  set- 
tlement of  his  account,  induced'm(>  to  give  it  a  full  investigation.  At  the  first  step,  I  found  that  he  had 
not  credit  for  ad. .liar  1,-fl  ..n  b,,ar.l  at  \W  lime  ..f  his  death.  Deeming  il  impr..bable  that  a  purser 
of  so  large  a  ship  sli.mld  .li.'  in  a  .listant  sea,  entirelv  moneyless,  I  applied  Ibr  inlormation  t.i  Commodore 
Patterson,  one  of  the  [iresent  Navy  r..iar.l,  who  commanded  the  ship.  He  inlormed  me  that  .Mr.  Timber- 
lake  had  left  a  large  .sum  iif  money  and  other  property,  at  the  time  of  his  death;  that  he  directed  inven- 
tories to  be  taken  of  the  whole;  and  he  expressed  much  surprise  that  credits  had  not  been  given,  and  that 
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.  the  inventories  were  not  m  my  office.  A  few  days  afterwards,  he  put  into  my  liands  a  letter  from  Lieuten- 
ant E.  A.  F.  Vallette,  whom  he  had  directed  to  cause  inventories  to  be  taken,  dated  November  16  IS'29  of 
which  the  following  is  an  extract:  '  >      -  > 

"  'Your  order  to  me  to  have  inventories  taken  of  all  on  public  account,  and  amount  of  cash  in  the  pur- 
ser's department,  at  the  death  of  Mr.  Timberlake,  was  strictly  complied  with.  Mr.  Paine,  and  Lord,  and 
Mr.  Norman  attended  to  that  duty,  leaving  one  copy  in  the  chest,  box,  &c.,  containing  the  articles^  and 
furnishing  Mr.  Randolph  with  another.' 

"No  inventory  was  to  be  found  in  this  office,  -and  the  clerks,  who  had  settled  Randolph's  and  Timber- 
lake's  accounts,  assured  me  that  they  had  never  seen  or  heard  of  any.  Mr.  Handy  brouo-ht  me  Mr.  Tim- 
berlake's  letter  book,  from  which  had  been  cut  more  than  twenty  leaves,  with  no  conceivable  motive  but 
to  suppress  evidence  connected  with  his  account;  and  he  told  me  that  it  was  in  that  condition  when  he 
first  saw  it. 

"I  communicated  these  facts  to  Lieutenant  Randolph.  He  declared  that  he  was  ignorant  of  the  exist- 
ence of  any  inventory;  but  admitted  that  >[r.  Tinib(>rlakc  left  a  sniii  of  money,  which,  he  alleged,  he  had 
expended  in  paying  T.'s  public  d.bts  in  the  Mcilitcnaiicaii.  II.'  <li<l  not  state  the  amoimt  of' money, 
nor  specify  any  one  debt  whidi  he  |,aid;  but  s;n4  that  .Mr.  '['hniuas  Norman,  of  New  York,  who  had 
attended  to  his  business,  ciuld  exphiin  the  \vh..l,.  matter;  and  promise,!  to  procure  his  attendance. 

"Not  having  seen  Lieutenant  Raiidelph  Ini-  about  a  month,  ami  heariii^-  imtliing  from  Mr.  Norman,  I 
wrote  to  you,  on  the  22d  January  last,  reijue^ting  you  to  order  Lienienaut  ilamlolpli,  Lieutenant  Vallette, 
and  others,  who  were  supposed  to  know  someiliino-  of  the  money  an-l  pi-opertv  left  by  Mr.  Timberlake,  to 
repair  to  this  city.  Lieutenant  Ramlolph  so,>ii  alter  reported  himself  to  voii,  and, "as  you  informed  me 
admitted  that  the  money  l,.ft  by  Mr.  Tinilieriake  ex.-.'e,le,l  ten  tliousand  '.lojlars.  Lieutenant  Vallette' 
shortly  after,  informed  me  that  Lieutenant   Kandol,,!,  iveently  loI,l  him  ii  ex, veiled  .'leyen  tliousaiid 

"Not  wishin-  tn  act  singly  in  an  allair  so  delieate  and  iniportant.  and  pivsumin-  that  the  S.vond  Comp- 
troller mi-;lit  haye  to  decide  on  the  case,  I  suggested  to  the  Prcsidiait  ih.'  .•x|MMlien,-y  of  iciuestiu-  him 
and  Commodoi-e  ratterson,  who  commanded  the  ship,  to  aid  me  in  the  invest  iu'at  ion,  (')n  the  li'ili  insi,ini 
we  examine.  1  Li.ut.uiants  Randolph,  Vallette,  and  Tallmadge.  Th.'  stat.aii.'Ht  of  Li.aitenant  Kan.h.lph 
was  not  closed,  bei-au>i'  it  ^yas  in  .mi.I.mI  t.i  ,iu.'Sti..n  him  fu'ith.a-,  afl.T  .•.Nannnin-  tli.- ..iher  gentlemen; 
but  he  was  called  out  on  bnsin,-s,  ami  .lid  not  i.'iurn  .m  that  .lay,  Conini.idoi..  railerson  has,  at  my 
request,  also  made  .ait  a  stad'menl,  and.  .m  .hliy.aing  it  |o  m.'.  sai.l  li.>  was  e.  .niid.uit  the  amount  of 
money  was  nearer  tw.'lye  tii.insaial  than  el.'y.'ii,  1  als.)  submit  tin-  slatiaiients  of  Mr.  Getty  and  Mr. 
Handv,  the  two  clerks  who  settled  the  accounts  of  Lieutenant  Randolph  and  Mr.  Timberlake,  (G  H  J 
K,  L,\M.) 

"Lieutenant  Randolph  assured  me  that  he  had  endeavored  to  procure  the  attendance  of  Mr.  Norman, 
and  had  .sent  mon.'v  to  pay  his  travelin-  .xpens.'s,  I  in.piin-.l  wh.dher  my  wrilin-  t..  him  would  expe- 
dite his  arriyal,  an.l  was  answ.ivd  thai   it  |nobahly  woul.l,  if  1  w..nl,l  pr is,,  that  his  tiay.'lin-  expenses 

should  be  pai.l  bv  th,.  -ovrnni.nt,      .\fl,a'   .-oumiIi  m-    y.ai,    ,a,  tli.'   —   instant,  1  wn.t..  Jum  to  that  effect. 

In  reply,  1  receiye.l  two  letters;  ,i,ie  fV .Mis.  Nonnan,  siatin-  that  Ii.t  husliand  was  ill,  but  w,.,uld  come 

on  as  soon  as  he  was  able;  the  other  from  .Mr,  N.unian,  a  lew  ,lays  subscqent  in  date,  in  which  he 
informed  me  he  could  not  come  without  an  a,han,','  ,if  his  tra\','ling  .'xjienses. 

"In  the  meantime,  doubting  whether  his  att,uidani'.'  lauiM  be  in, nain-,!  in  this  city,  I  took  steps  to  have 
him  interrogated  in  New  York.  On  the  22d  instant,  1  received  from  J.  K.  Paulding,  Esq.,  navy  agent  in 
that  city,  a  letter  dated  18th  instant,  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract: 

"  'After  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  enclosing  the  queries  of  Com.  Patterson,  I  concluded  to  send  and 
request  Mr.  Norman  that  Ur  w.iuld  call  and  see  me  at  my  ,jlH.-,.,  an.l  he  .Mine  this  UMuning,  On  my  stat- 
ing t.i  him  the  ri'asons  for  imn  r.'qiiesting  this  interview,  his  i.-pU-  was,  iluit  ln'  knew  nothing  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  money  or  piopeily  h^ft  by  Mr.  Timberlake,  except  hayin-  uiahasio,,,!.  -eii.a.illy,  that  there  was 
some  money  and  pri)i)erly.  AVhat  became  of  it  he  could  not  tell,  lie  neither  asshsted  in  counting  the 
one,  or  taking  an  inventory  of  the  other.' 

"A  few  minutes  after  I  had  received  this  letter,  I  received  word  from  Lieut.  Randoliih,  through  Lieut. 
Bell,  that  Mr,  X.ifnian  was  in  the  eity,  an.l  that  h.Mv.ail.l  int  nnlu.-e  him  t..  me  next  m.irniim-,    I  ,lid  not  see 

him  until  tins  ,lav,      lb'  now  afk-vs    that  .Mr,  Tiiub..i-|ak,.'s  n, y,  whi,.|i  was  .-ount,',!  .a,  th,'  :2,l  or  3d  of 

April,  IS2S,  was'pai.l  awav,  nv  ,at  Last  a  part  ..f  it,  on  his  pav-r.,ll,  wlii,-li  is  .l,al,Ml  ,aiMl  .•l.,s..,l  .,n  the  81st 
March,  an.l  l,i,.nl.  Rand,.lph  rciuests  access  to  the  papers  ami  ],ay-r..ll  ..I  Timli.alak,.,  all  .lal.M  bef.jre  his 
d<'atli,  for  111.'  purpose  of  selecting  items  and  making  out  an  a,-,'ount  .aiir.'nl,  to  show  what  was  .lone  with 
the  III, 111, 'v  1.  fl  by  him.  On  consultation,  Com.  Patterson,  th,'  ."-^,m'oii,1  Conip!  ioH.t,  aial  inys.lf  w  ere  unani- 
mously oi'  .ipinioii  that  access  ought  not  to  be  granted,  nnl.'ss  som.'  uiai.ial  .l.'sciiinioii  could  first  be 
given'of  the  il.aiis  ,-lainie,l,  ami  som,'  fa, is  statci  temlin-  l.i  sli,,w  tli,'  pr,. liability  of  a  claim  which  con- 
tradicts all  th.'  r.M-enls  ami  p,i|Mi->— wlii,-h  was  my,!'  b,toiv  h.anl  ,.f  by  tli,'  ,.tlier"ufficers  of  the  ship,  and 
which  is  wh.illy  im-,insist,-iit  with   .Mr.   \.,niiair.-  il.M'la  rat  i,  ais  to  Mr.   I'a'uMiim-. 

"  Sui)p,..siiig  it  possibl.'  that  soMM'tliin-  wlii,-li  nii-lit  ilirow  li,-ii(  ,ai  ili,'  snbji'ct  had  been  overlooked,  I 
recently  directed  two  of  my  ,l,'rks,  .M.ssrs.  lian.ly  ami  i;i\-es,  .-ar.  fully  loexainiii.'  Mr,  Timberlake's  books 
and  papers,  one  by  one.  Tli,-  only  mat,  rial  r,'siiit  was  ihe  ilis,d\cry  iliai  Mr,  I'IimImi  lake's  latest  account 
book  with  the  officers  of  tln'  ship, 'a  I k  ,ift,:ui  r,.ferr,'.l  to  in  the  pap,a-s,  and  yeiy  essential  to  an  investi- 
gation of  his  accounts,  Avas  also  missing. 

"It  is  impossible,  as  yet,  to  determine  what  balance,  if  any,  is  due  from  Mr.  Timberlake  to  the  govern- 
ment. In  various  settlements  of  his  accounts,  there  have  been  suspensions  to  the  amount  of  many  thou- 
sand dollars,  a  portion  of  which  may  ultimately  come  to  his  credit;  but  that  is  a  branch  of  the  subject  I 
have  not  investigated. 

"  Upon  these  facts,  sir,  you  and  the  Senate  may  be  able  to  form  some  opinion  upon  the  subjects  of  their 
inquiry. 

"  The  means  by  which  you  and  myself  first  receiy,'d  iuforinatioii  of  the  exislonce  .if  Major  Eat.m's  let- 
ters, now  on  file  in  this  office,  and  the  mutiv.'  of  ,iur  iiHoriii.ant,  a|i]i,'ar  to  me  to  conslitnt,'  an  .'ss.aitial 
part  of  the  history  of  this  transaction.  It  is  |,iov,m1  ihat  lliose  leti.  rs  ^v.av  r,M.l  alou,l  in  llie  .illi  •,■,  and 
copies  taken  out.  It  was  by  an  anonymous  leller  whicli  you  sho\y,'d  t,j  me,  that  y,,u  lir.-,t  bi'cauie  apprised 
of  their  existence.     A  few  days  afterwards  I  received  one,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy: 
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"  '  Sir-  You  are  very  vigilant  in  discovering  abuses  among  pulilic  officers  as  to  money  matters,  but 
whv  vent  your  spleen  on  worms?  Even  these  can  turn,  as  you  may  find  out.  Let  me  say  to  you,  inquire 
what  became  of  the  money  drawn  by  Purser  Timberlake,  that  was  paid  to  Major  Eaton,  who  undertook 
the  o-uirdiansliip  of  his  children,  and  the  management  of  his  property,  for  the  sake  of  his  wife.  Take  a 
peeirinto  the  bank;  see  if  you  can  find  who  bought  the  house,  and  where  the  money  came  from.  You  are 
the  man  to  find  out,  and  your  own  office  and  the  bank  can  throw  much  light  on  these  matters 

"  '  PALL  PR  1 . 

"  I  always  distrust  the  man  who  professes  to  give  me  information  anonymously.  The  motive  of  this 
informer  is  seen  in  the  following  copy  of  an  anonymous  letter,  received  by  Major  Eaton  on  the  same  day: 

"  '  Sir:  I  have  written  a  letter  to  Mr.  Kendall  about  the  money  that  paid  for  O'Neal's  houses;  you 
know  what  I  mean!  Revenge  is  sweet,  and  I  have  you  in  my  power,  and  I  will  roast  you,  and  boil  you, 
and  bake  you;  and  I  hope  you  may  long  live  to  prolong  my  pleasure.  Lay  not  the  flattering  unction  to 
your  soul  that  you  can  escape  me.  I  would  not  that  death  or  any  other  evil  thing  should  take  you  from 
my  grasp  for  half  the  world.  "  '  lAGO.' 

"  These  two  letters,  and  that  to  yourself,  are  found  on  comparison  to  be  written  in  the  same  disguised 
hand  AVho  it  is  that  would  make  you  and  me,  in  the  performance  of  our  official  duties,  the  instruments 
of  his  scvc/  n-vcii'i''  1  kmiw  not.  But  I  cannot  help  asking  myself,  whetlier  he  who  took  copies  of  Major 
Eaton's  letters  \\'<nu  ihr  nllir,.  di.l  not  kimw  at  tlic  time  tli.'  ns,"  which  was  tn  bo  made  of  them?  Did  he 
not  then  know  iliat  Mr.  TinilMMlakc  was  to  b<>  rrporlcd  a  .Idanllor,  and  iiit.'iid  to  use  those  letters  precisely 
as  he  has  done?  llow  could  hi'  know  that  Mr.  Tiinl-crlakc  w.mld  l.c  a  di'laultcr  unless  he  also  knew  that 
means  had  been  taken  to  make  him  one?  Were  these  means  the  withdrawing  of  the  inventories,  the 
mutilation  of  the  letter  book,  and  I  know  not  what  other  devices  to  deprive  Mr.  Timberlake  of  his  just 
credits?  Why  were  the  copies  held  in  silence  until  he  was  i-ep(n-ted  a  defaulter?  Why  were  the  anony- 
mous letters  then  written  to  us,  and,  siuiultancously,  the  existence  of  Major  Eaton's  letters  publicly 
divul"-ed   conies  nmltiiilied,  ami  ilark  siuiuiscs  scattered  abroad  in  'Letters  from  Washington.' 

"I  would  not  willingly  aid  the  desiuiis  of  one  \\\in  exults  in  the  anticipation  of  inflicting  lasting  tor- 
ments whoever  iniL:,-ht  be  liis  \-ictiiii.  W  roll-'  1  would  not  do,  even  to  disappoint  a  spirit  so  malignant; 
but  it'woultl  deli^'lit  nie  if,  by  doiii--  riulit,  1  could  disappoint  those  who,  to  gratify  the  sweets  of  revenge, 
slander  the  li\ini;-  and  rob  the  dead.  1  lia\-e  done,  and  will  do,  all  I  tan  to  develop  this  dark  transaction; 
and  while  1  will  do  nothing  to  shield  Major  Katon  from  any  just  responsibility  to  this  government,  I  will 
not  be  deterred  from  doing  justice  to  him  or  any  other  man  by  the  threats  of  '  worms  '  or  fiends — open 
enemies  or  masked  assassins. 

"I  hope,  sir,  this  aflair  will  be  investigated  by  a  tribunal  possessing  more  power  than  I  do,  and  that 
facts,  viotivps,  and  names  will  be  fully  disclosed. 

"Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  "AMOS   KENDALL. 

"  Secretary  of  the  Namj. 

"P.  S.  February  26. — My  report  has  been  (hlayed  by  a  desire  to  send  with  it  all  which  could  be 
adduced  by  Lieutenant  Randolph  in  exi>lanatioii.  \\'ith  that  view  I  submit  a  copy  of  Mr.  Norman's 
evidence,  given  yesterday,  marked  N.  1  will  not  express  an  opinion  as  to  its  weight.  If  correct,  how 
striking  is  the  illustration  of  the  evils  attending  a  ,l,i„n1urc  from  truth  in  dates  and  forms!  If  the  alleged 
payments  were  nia<le  bv  Lieutenant  Kandolph,  and  the  ivceipls  had  truly  stated  irlim  and  bij  ivhom  they 
were  made,  suspicion  could  not  have  touched  him.  I'.ut  how  can  |iulilic  autlioiat ies  receive  oral  state- 
ments which  contradict  books,  pa^iers,  and  receipts?  1  hope  the  case  will  be  turned  over  to  the  courts 
of  justice,  where  all  parties  may  be  examined  in  the  most  solemn  form." 

On  the  24th  February,  the  date  of  the  report  from  which  the  foregoing  is  extracted,  Lieutenant 
Randolph  called  at  my  office  and  inquired  whether  1  had  defennined  not  to'let  his  clerk,  Mr.  Norman, 
have  access  to  Mr.  Timberlake's  hooks  and  pap.ns  to  enaMe  him  t..  make  (Uit  an  account  current,  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  what  dispiosition  h<'  had  made  of  Mr.  Tiniherlake's  mou.'v.  1  iidormed  him  that  it  was 
the  determination,  not  of  myself  only,  hut  of  the  Second  ( 'oniptrojl,.,-  and  (Jonnnod.ire  Patterson,  that  such 
access  should  not  be  given  until  we  had  examined  .Mr.  Norman,  and  he  had  given  some  general  descrq> 
tion  of  the  credits  claimed.  He  pronounced  the  course  unjust  towards  him,  and  several  times  put  the 
question  to  me  peremptorily,  "  Will  you  or  will  you  not  let  me  have  access  to  those  papers?"  I  replied 
that  I  was  not  acting  alone  in  this  business,  an.l  conhl  not  answer  him;  but  that,  if  he  would  submit  any 
proposition,  it  should  be  consi.lered,  and  an  answer  giv.m  lie  rose  from  his  seat,  much  excited,  and  told 
me  if  he  could  not  get  jnsti,-e  licre,  he  would  .-omplain  1o  his  Iri.mds  in  the  Senat<s  .Mr.  Tazewell  and  Mr. 
Tyler.  I  replied  to  him  that  1  was  aware  of  the  situation  in  which  1  stood  before  the  Senate,  but  if  he 
expected  to  swerve  me  a  hair  from  the  course  I  thought  right,  by  a  threat  of  that  sort,  he  was  mistaken. 
He  then  left  me,  and  I  immediately  wrote  to  Mr.  Tazewell  the  note,  a  copy  of  which,  with  his  reply,  is  an- 
nexed, marked  1. 

On  the  25th,  the  Second  Comptroller,  Commodore  Patterson,  and  myself  examined  Mr.  Norman, 
Lieutenant  Randolph  being  present.  His  statement  is  already  referred  to,  marked  N.  We  required  him 
to  produce  the  officers'  recei|d  book,  which  lie  said  he  had  in  his  possession,  and  suspended  further  pro- 
ceedings until  he  could  send  to  Baltimore  for  the  trunk  in  which  he  stated  it  was. 

Among  my  letters,  on  the  morning  of  the  2Ctn,  there  was  an  anonymous  one,  dated  the  25th,  of  which 
the  following  is  an  extract,  viz: 

"I  have  been  informed,  by  a  friend  of  Lienlen.int  Randolph,  that  you  refused  to  permit  his  clerk  to 
give  the  explanations  touching  the  business  of  Tindjcrlake  and  our  intimate  friend  Eaton,  and  that  he 
went,  immediately  alter  leaving  your  office,  to  his  friends  in  the  Senate,  and  made  them  acquainted  with 
the  conduct  which  you  were  pursuing  towaidshim.  They  expressed  the  utmost  indignation  as  to  your  pro- 
cedure, and  that  they  would  make  von  snifer  for  it.  1  could  not  learn  the  names  of  all;  there  are  five  of 
them.  Mr.  Tazewell  and  Mr.  Tyler,'  I  am  infonned,  are  bosom  friends  of  his,"  &c.  "I  further  learnt  that 
he  has  a  document  in  his  possession,  wliich  he  showed  his  friends,  that  will  prostrate  you,  if  true,  and  he 
is  prepared  to  substantiate  it."      (See  2,  ainie.xed.) 
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Thouc;li  111  a  new  lismnse  it  %a  ib  cis\  to  poiccue  in  tliib  kltei  the  Imndwutmo  of  "Paul  Piy"  and 
"Ixgo"  Not  doubtn  ^  it  -sa  is  ^^lltt  u  with  i  ^  k  v  of  fiightenmg  me  into  a  coinpliaiice  witli  all  whirh 
Lieutenant  Pi  mdoli  h  i  !  1  ili  n_hnil  i  tli  iiise  of  a  iiiend  I  laid  it  aside  with  peiftct  cont(  mpt  In 
a  few  minute 5  L  eiitc  n  nt  ]v  in  1  1|  h  cnt(  i  1  lie  immediately  mquued  w  hcthci  I  had  concludtd  to  give 
him  access  to  Ml  lunUil  tke  s  p  ipcrb^  I  leplied  as  befnie — that  access  would  not  be  given  until  the 
eximinitiim  ot  M\  Nuimn  was  completed  He  then  mentioned  tint  he  had  seen  a  letlei  fi cm  me  to 
]\[i  lizLWtll  m  which  I  hid  expressed  a  deteiminition  to  do  liim  ]ustice  and  said  that  justice  required 
that  h  should  hwQ  icccss  to  those  papeis  I  leplied  that  it  v  as  m^  dut-^  to  be  just  to  otheis  as  wtU 
a&  hims(  It  and  m  my  opinion,  justice  foibade  his  having  that  access  until  we  had  finished  the  examina- 
tion ot  his  ekik  Undei  an  impiession  that  he  had  called  mciely  to  see  wliat  effect  the  anonymous 
lettti  hid  pi  idueed  upon  me,  I  took  it  up,  read  it  to  hini  and  dtmanded  whothci  he  h  id  auA  agenc  j  in  its 
pioduction  Hi  d.  nied  ill  km  wledge  of  it  I  eill  1  liis  i(t  iiti  n  (  tli  i  i  s  ,_  ^^]n  h  illn  1  d  to  his 
leumo  mt  as  I  uf.  inKL  t  )  ^\htt  took  place  betw.    „„      ^M  1     ,       ^\||,  ili    il     ,,     tl     mfoima 

tioii  could  h  i\(   1)1  <  u  ^i\(  u  (  iih  1-^  him  01  me,  and  1  1  II  \\   it  h    1  n   i  1      i       n    i      \  i  1[    i      isseited 

hisign.  1  met  niuIUi  11  t  I  th<  httei  but  said  he  h  i  1  ni  iiti  i  1  tii  iii  1  nts  t  his  In,  ii  Is  Iljldhira 
it  w  IS  mini  111  1 1  il  \\  h  th  i  h  h  I  iii\  i  ney  in  pioducmg  the  lettci  oi  nut,  toi  it  w  ould  not  pioduce  the 
shohttst  (f     t     II  1,1        1     w  n     1  tl        th  1 

On  the  1st  Mil  1  1  1  lit  nut  '  ii  I  Ij  h  ag  im  appealed,  w  ith  Mi  Noiman,  who  pnduced  the  rfjieeis' 
receipt  book  belonging  to  Mi  luni  il  1  \\liiili  hid  been  missing  He  also  piodu  1  i  i  II  1  eeitam 
men  who  had   been  disehaiged    xt   1    it    M  il    i       n  the  31st  Maich,  1828       We  pi  lit     tike  his 

additional  statement  maiked  3  '\\  1  il  this  1  iisnioss  was  still  piogiessing,  Lieut  i  it  !  i  1  l|h  le- 
peatcd  his  dt  mind  t  )i  iiiisstiMi  liinliili]  s  books  andpipeis,  and  on  bi  in_  t  II  ti  t  ut<  i  hnish- 
mg  Ml  N  minis  i  \  n  m  iti  ii  w(  would  detcunine  that  point,  he  beeam  i  i  i  h  i  \  it  1  chaiged  the 
Second  (  niiti  11  i  i  li  \  II  w  itli  intending  wiongfully  to  chaigc  him  w  itli  1  il  i!  1  s  money,  thi  eat- 
cned  us  w  itli  111  h  i  Is  n  t  ^  n  ite,  and  said  that  he  had  still  impoitant  p  q  ism  Ins]  ssession,  which 
wouhl  \tl((t  s  mil  h  1  u  luii  1  wliitliei  they  were  Mi  Timbeilake's  papris,  and  important  m  ex- 
pluiun^  Ins  lec  mills  IIi  s  n  I  tl  \  w  u  I  then  demanded  then  deli veiy  to  me  He  then  said  they 
did  not  itket  Ills  I  ul  111  i  ui  t  1  it  liis  pnvate  ti ansae tions,  and  lefused  to  delivei  them  He  left  the 
looin    xiid    iltiiwiidswi    t     then   teiiiuk(.d4 

H  i\  iv_,  e  mi  1(  tl  d  till  examination  ot  Mi  Noiman,  we  determined  to  give  him  access  to  Mi  Tmibei- 
lake  s  bo  ks  xnd  p  ipeis  to  make  out  an  account  cuiient  of  which  we  appiised  Lieutcndtit  Randolph  bee 
6  lli(  iKxtdn  \\i  iiKued  fiom  him  a  note,  piritistiii^  U  imst  the  t  uise  pieseiibcd  6  He  also 
wiote  to -s    u   ni]ii(stui_  -s    u  tidiii<t  n>t    t  i  ^i\      1  /  t     tli  ise  books  and  papeis 

limdisilumtd   ill  einti    1     m  i   tin  p  qi  is  1 1  m^  i     il    1 

It  is  n  II  usu  il     1  1  1   1 1 1  t     ^ni    I  ni  in  ini  (I  I  |    ]    i     m  this  ofSce,  aftei  they 

ha-se  I  I  ( 11  made  the   b  isis  ot  i  fliei  il  acts  oi  deeis  i       1     -,   w  is  it  denned  piopei   to  gi\e  unre- 

st) uiK  d  leeess  to  Mi  limbeilake's  papeis,  all  dated  betoie  his  death,  to  enable  his  &uccesb0i  to  explain 
whit  h  id  become  of  the  money  and  effects  lecened  by  him  aftei  that  e\ent  If  nothing  but  fairness  was 
mtemh  d  the  piesence  and  inspection  ot  one  of  mv  eleiks  could  do  no  lujuiy,  But  it  was  easy,  fiom  Mr 
Tinibcrhikc's  accounts,  amounting  to  some  hundred  thousands  of  dollars,  to  produce  any  balance  which 
was  desirable.  If  one  set  of  items  would  not  do,  another  could  be  taken,  the  only  evidence  of  their  pay- 
ment, bv  Lieutenant  Randolph,  beinj^  his  own  and  his  clerk's  declarations,  in  contradiction  of  the  papers 
themselves. 

Perhaps  rigid  duty  required  that,  when  I  ascertained  that  Lieutenant  Randolph  had  received  about 
$11,750  nf  public  money,  left  by  Mr.  Timberlake,  I  should  have  charged  him  with  it  at  once,  and  required 
him  to  accuunt  for  it  by  regular  vouchers.  I  was  certainly  under  no  obligation  to  wait  until  I  could  in- 
vcstiuaf,  nv.T  hiiir  til.'  wnrld,  the  truth  of  his  rxiilanatiuiis.  It  was  obvimislv  his  dnty  to  charge  him- 
self will,  all  llir  mnurv  ivcrivrd,  and  if  l,c  paid  away  anviliiii-  -m  .Mr.  Timbcrlak.'-s  arruuiit,  to  take  re- 
ceiiils,  with  //--'r  ,/,,/rx',  sMttiii-  fuiil,  tlu-  rarls.  llaviii-'  'failed  l(,d,.sn,  ,,u  him.  and  i,.it  un  the  govern- 
ment, iiii-'lit  in  r<'si  ill''  IrcaiMc  and  rnstiMnsibilil  v  <<\'  icpairin^-  tln'  nr-'lrct.  Yd,  nnwilliiig  to  charge  him 
with'tni-'ih.iiicN-.  nnlil  perr.'rlly  assinv.l  that  lie  had  not  (lisp.'iscd  nT  it  tor  llm  |i,  iictit  of  Mr.  Timberlake,  I 

On  ms], on', ,,'.,■  "tlio  ollion-s"'  rcvii.t  book,  produced  bv  Mr.  Norman,  il  a). Reared  that  the  amounts  en- 
tered under  dale  i,l'  :]]-,{  March,  1828,  exceeded  $3,000.  'Ot  tiase  nitri.'s.  aboiii  twenty  had  been  notori- 
onslv  el■a^,Ml,  altered,  ;ind  rcduccd  in  amount,  after  the  accounts  had  been  iidded  up:  and  thi^  rnhliflon  was 
aftei-  .Mr.  ■nnilierlak.'s  death.  These  alterations  are  in  the  handwritii,,-  of  Mr.  Norman,  win.  eould  give 
no  explanation  of  ihem:  their  rfrrf  was  to  deprive  ^^r.  Timbnlake  uf  credits  which  he  would  otherwise 
have  reeeived  I.,  the  .;xa<t  ai,,onnl  of  tlie  rediieti,,i,.-;;   ihi-  aggregate  is  about  $470. 

Thinkiie.;-  that  son,e  <<\'  t!,e  ollieers  ii,iu-lit  reninnber  whe'ther  they  received  the  money,  entered  under 
that  ilate,  from  Lieutenant  Randolph,  or  not,  or  had  kept  private  accounts,  which  would  show,  I  addressed 
letters  to  them,  asking  information.'  Copies  are  ad,led,  marked  7,  8,  9;  to  these  I  have  received  the 
various  answers  marked  10  to  19.  I  have  also  addres.-ed  ,|,i|,lieate  letters  to  Mr.  Ladico,  naval  store- 
keeper at  Port  Mahon,  20,  to  which  there  has  not  been  time  for  an  answer. 

In  the  letter  from  Lieutenant  W.  F,  Shields,  marked  IG,  is  this  paragraph:  "To  the  best  of  my  re- 
collection, Mr.  Timberlake  kept  twa,  receipt  books:  one  wdiieli  he  kept  always  at  hand,  and  in  which 
small  amounts  were  o-enerallv  enti/rcd.  The  other  was  used  on  occasions  of  general  settlements,  when  all 
these  small  sums  were  added  together,  and  receipted  for  in  it  as  one  sum,  and  when  the  receipts  in  the 
former  book  were  accordingly  canceled.  I  think  it  quite  probable  that  the  sum  you  mentioned  in  your 
letter,  $174.04,  embraces,  in  this  way,  various  small  sums,  which  may  have  been  paid  to  me  at  different 
times,  part  by  Mr.  Timberlake,  and  part,  possibly,  by  Mr.  Randolph,  on  or  previous  to  31st  March, 
1828,"  &c. 

On  examining  the  loose  papers  of  Mr.  Timberlake,  the  first  book  alluded  to  by  Lieutenant  Shields, 
being  a  mere  memorandum  book,  was  found.  Upwards  of  $90  were  found  charged  on  it  to  Lieutenant 
Shields,  in  Mr.  Timberlake's  own  handwriting,  which  were  included  in  the  entry  on  the  larger  receipt 
book,  under  date  of  31st  March.  Upw^ards  of  $400  were,  in  the  same  manner,  clia:_'>l  i.  C.-nnudore 
Patterson;  $100  to  Assistant  Surgeon  Mosely;  $90.50  to  Lieutenant  Delany;  $40  :<  "  !  ■  ;  n,  Mar- 
shall; $100  to  Acting  Master  Pope;  $20  to  Lieutenant  Vallette;  $70  to  Lieutenant  b;  i  ,  .  Mt,  and 
considerable  sums  to  many  other  officers.     All  these  sums  are   brought  upon  the  eliieeic.^    leenpi   book, 
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under  date  of  31st  of  March.  This  is  conclusive:  that  all  the  sums  upon  that  book,  under  that  date, 
were  not  paid  after  Mr.  Timberlake's  death,  as  claimed  by  Lieutenant  Randolph,  and  stated  by  Mr.  Nor- 
man. Indeed,  of  $768.40,  charged  to  Commodore  Patterson  on  that  day,  his  private  account  shows  that 
$672.43  were  paid  by  Mr.  Timberlake  himself,  previous  to  his  death.  The  balance,  S96,  was  paid  by 
Lieutenant  Randolph,  on  the  4th  of  April.  This  sum  is  charged  on  Mr.  Timberlake's  book  in  Lieuten- 
ant Randolph's  handwriting.  There  ai-e  charges  in  his  hand,  on  the  same  book,  to  the  amount  of  $463.53, 
which  he  probably  paid  out  of  Mr.  Timberlake's  money.  The  deductions  made  by  the  alterations  on  the 
same  book  amount  to  a  little  more  than  the  same  sura,  and  it  is  probable  that  one  was  intended  to  balance 
the  other.  On  the  whole,  I  was  forced  to  consider  Lieutenant  Randolph's  claim  to  the  amounts  entered 
on  this  book,  under  date  of  March  31st,  1828,  as  totally  unfounded.  With  the  exceptions  already  men- 
tioned, the  payments  are  believed  to  have  been  made  before  that  day,  by  Mr.  Timberlake,  or  on  that  day 
by  Mr.  Norman,  who  attended  to  his  business  during  his  sickness. 

It  will  be  observed  that  Lieutenants  Yallette  and  Tallmadge  state  that  Lieutenant  Randolph  kept 
open  and  sold  Mr.  Timberlake's  private  stores  during  the  return  voyage.  With  the  memorandum  book 
already  alluded  to  was  found  another,  of  the  private  stores  sold  to  the  men.  It  commences  on  the  20th 
February,  1828,  and  the  latest  entry  in  it  is  dated  the  24th  June,  of  the  same  year.  Down  to  the  1st  of 
April,  the  items  have  been  charged  to  the  men  in  Mr.  Timberlake's  name,  and  have  been  passed  to  his 
credit.  All  those  dated  second  of  April,  and  afterwards,  have  been  charged  in  Lieutenant  Randolph's 
name,  and  have  passed  to  his  credit.  As  it  was  on  the  2d  of  April  that  Mr.  Timberlake  died,  and  not 
until  the  3d  that  his  money  and  eifects  were  delivered  over  to  Lieut.  Randolph,  and  the  latter  entei-ed  upon 
the  pursership,  it  is  evident  that  all  stores  sold  on  that  and  the  preceding  day  must  have  belonged  to  Mr. 
Timberlake.  Lieutenant  Randolph  has,  therefore,  certainly  received  ci-edit  for  .some  of  Mr.  Timberlake's 
stores,  for  which  he  has  not  accounted.  But  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  all  or  nearly  all  the 
stores,  entered  on  this  book,  behmged  to  Mr.  Timberlake,  and  ought  to  have  been  passed  to  his  credit.  It 
is  not  stated  in  the  book  where  Mr.  Timberlake's  interest  ends,  or  Lieutenant  Randolph's  commences.  It 
is  not  known  that  Lieutenant  Randolph  purchased  any  stores  until  about  the  13th  May,  at  Gibraltar.  Of 
the  kinds  of  stores  enumerated  by  him,  in  his  requisition  at  Gibraltar,  viz:  sugar,  tea,  tobacco,  &c.,  &c., 
none  are  found  charged  in  this  book  after  that  date,  except  tobacco;  and  the  tobacco  being  charged  at 
one  dollar  per  pound,  can  hardly  be  that  which  he  purchased  at  Gibraltar,  which  cost  but  twenty-six  cents. 
It  is  therefore  believed  that  Lieutenant  Randolph  has  credit  for  several  hundred  dollars  on  account  of 
stores  which  belonged  to  Mr.  Timberlake. 

Th.it  he  has  credit  for  a  portion  of  Mr.  Timberlake's  slops,  is  apparent  from  the  face  of  his  account: 

He  is  charged  for  slops  with $742  50 

He  is  ci-edited  for  slops  distributed  to  the  men $851   66 

Returned  into  naval  store 764  64 

1,616  30 

Excess  of  credits  over  debits $863  80 

As  the  purser  is  allowed  but  ten  per  cent,  on  slops  distributed,  it  is  evident  that  Lieut.  Randolph 
has  obtained  an  improper  credit  for  slops. 

A  receipt  of  his  for  upwards  of  $4,000  worth  of  slops,  got  of  Mr.  Ladico,  at  Port  Mahon,  was  found 
in  the  office,  which  had  not  been  charged.  A  copy  is  annexed,  marked  21.  Its  form  required  that  it 
should  be  charged  to  him;  and  although  I  might  have  charged  it,  and  called  on  him  to  account  for  them, 
I  i-efraiued  from  doing  so,  under  the  impression  that  he  could  not  have  got  so  large  an  amount  of  slops, 
and  wrote  to  Mr.  Ladico  for  information. 

About  the  first  of  April  last,  I  received  from  E.  F.  Chambers,  a  senator,  professing  to  act  as  chairman 
of  a  special  of  committee  of  the  Senate,  a  note  requiring  copies  of  certain  private  letters  in  my  posses- 
sion. The  annexed  copy  of  that  note,  marked  22,  with  my  reply  and  extracts,  marked  23,  contain  all 
the  information  I  possess  "relative  to  the  investment  of  any  money  in  lands,  houses,  or  other  property, 
in  the  city  of  Washington,  or  in  stocks  in  Washington  or  elsewhere,"  required  in  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

Four  clerks  in  this  office  received  notes  of  the  same  date  from  the  same  source,  requesting  them  "to 
call  on  him  (the  chairman)  at  his  lodgings  at  Mrs.  Blake's,  Pennsylvania  avenue,  at  an  hour  when  the 
Senate  is  not  in  session,  or  during  session  hours  at  the  Senate  chamber,"  to  answer  certain  inquiries, 
which  he  stated  he  was  "  charged  to  make,"  &c.  With  my  approbation,  they  called  on  the  honorable 
Senator,  who  examined  them  apart.  They  were  not  brought  before  any  committee,  but  they  were  told 
they  would  be,  if  it  should  be  necessary.  No  committee  has  called  on  me  for  explanations.  I  have  not 
been  informed  of  anythiug  in  my  "official  conduct"  which  "requires  either  explanation  or  notice"  from 
me.  (24.) 

On  the  1st  May  I  received,  through  you,  another  note  from  the  same  source,  dated  30th  April,  calling 
for  a  copy  of  Mr.  Timberlake's  account,  as  settled  in  1818,  embracing  his  pursership  of  t!ie  President 
frigate,  at  tlie  tiiuf  nf  liri-  capture.     My  reply,  marked  25,  is  annexed. 

It  riMriiily  iiri'iirnJ  1'  inc  that  it  might  be  ascertained  with  tolerable  certainty  what  were  Lieut. 
Randolph's  icniiils  aii4  payments  from  the  3d  of  April,  the  time  he  assumed  the  pursership  at  Port 
Mahon,  to  July,  thu  time  ul'  the  ship's  arrival  at  Boston;  and  again,  from  the  ship's  arrival  to  the  settle- 
ment of  his  accounts.     A  minute  investigation  exhibits  the  following  result,  viz: 

His  receipts  and  payment  before  arrival  were  as  follows,  as  shown  by  his  account  and  vouchers,  viz: 

Received  in  slops  at  Port  Mahon $742  50 

Received  in  cash  at  Gibraltar 11 ,  000  00 

Total  receipts $11,742  50 


He  is  credited  with  payments  to  officers  and  men,  disbursements  in  the  Mediterranean,  slops  and 

stores  issued,  and  slops  returned  to  naval  store,  $20,729.98.     Excess  of  payments  over  receipts,  §8,987.48. 

There  was  no  known  fund  out  of  which  this  could  have  been  drawn,  other  than  Mr.  Timberlake's 
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money  received  cat  Port  Mahon.  But  in  additicjn  to  these  payments,  lie  paid  for  tobacco  at  Gibraltar 
$148.72,  little  of  which  was  sold  to  the  crew,  iu  consequence  of  its  inferior  quality;  and  a  considerable 
sum  for  other  stores.  IIow  much  of  this  was  replaced  by  issues  of  the  same  stores  the  papers  do  not 
enable  me  to  ascertain. 

After  arriving-  at  the  above  result,  T  examined  into  Lieutenant  Randolph's  receipts  and  payments 
after  his  arrival  iu  I'.nstdii.  The  rcsuli  I'xhiliitnl  a  balance  of  receipts,  overpayments  corresponding  with 
the  excess  of  paynn'iits  (i\-,  r  rrn'ipis  In  ri.ic  his  arrival. 

From  these  views  (. I'  tlir  sul'jcrt.  it  wns  aiiparent  to  my  mind  that  Lieutenant  Randolph  must  have 
had  left  in  liaiik  ;it  ISi^Imh.  iilicr  ]i;iyiii;.i'  nif  tlic  cirw,  ap|ir(ipriating  all  his  own  commissions,  compensa- 
tion, and  cxiHiiscs.  ;iii(l  ;iHcr  ictiiniiii--  int..  tin'  'ri'easuiy  the  ainijuut  found  due  from  him  on  settlement, 
at  least  §10,00(1.  At  i,iv  ivqiirsi,  \\u-  Smviaiy  ..I'tli.'  Ticusuiv  applied  for  his  bank  account.  The  reply 
of  the  bank,  will,  Li.  i:Mn:.iii  Kan.lnlpirs  ;„•,•,, uiit,  is  aimcxcd,  marked  26.  It  fully  confirms  my  previous 
conclusions.  Itsli..\vs  tliai  alt.  r  Lin;  t.  nan  t  IJaml..]].!!  Iiail  finished  all  his  payments,  he  still  had  left  m6aft& 
$19,873.23.  Before  li.'  1.  It  r„isi,,ii  ]:,■  ,\vr\v  .,ut  si),st:!.2:;  uf  this  sum;  $718.06  in  cash,  $155.17  in  a  check 
on  the  Norfiilk  l>raii.ii.  aiil  .-s'.t.odti  ..ii  a  eli.'ek  on  the  Kiehmond  Branch,  leaving-  precisely  $10,000  in  bank. 
This,  with  $2:>T.4:]  alieiwai.l-  .I.^mmi.  -1.  was  all  of  the  $19,873.23  which  ever  came  into  the  treasury. 

But  a  r.iiiiparisoii  ..f  hi. ail enaii  i  I  Jaii.lolph's  account  with  his  account  iu  this  office  makes  it  apparent 
that  he  had,  diuiiiL;-  tlie  p^.^M-.'s^  .i  liis  |iayments,  drawn  out  considerable  sums  on  his  own  account.  His 
account  current,  and  abstracts  fniiu  his  pay  roll,  ai'e  annexed,  marked  27.  Had  he  deposited  all  the 
money  he  received  iu  Boston,  and  drawn  out  none  except  for  the  payment  of  the  ship's  crew,  the  balance 
in  bank  would  have  exceeded  $22,000.  A  careful  examination  of  all  the  accounts  gives  the  following 
results,  which,  I  have  no  doubt,  are  accurate,  within  a  few  cents: 

1828. 
July    5.  Lieutenant  Randolph  received  of  the  navy  agent  at  Boston,  in  anticipation   of  a 

remittance $1 ,500  00 

Jul}^  12.  Received  the  amount  of  $93,000  remitted,  deducting  the  foregoing  item 91,500  00 

Received  for  Timberlake's  stores,  sold  at  auction 607  21 

Received  for  dead  men's  and  deserters'  clothes  sold 41  09 

Total  receipts  at  Boston $93,648  30 

Whole  amount  paid  officers  and  men  at  Boston 71 ,  394  94 

Surplus  remaining  on  hand,  $19,873.23,  of  which  was  iu  bank,  as  his  account  shows $22,253  36 

Of  this  sum  there  was  returned  into  the  Treasury  only 10,257  43 


Leaving  in  Randolph's  hands $11,995  93 

Of  this  lie  has  accounted  for  the  following  items  only,  viz: 

Expense  at  Charlestown $90  00 

Postage 2  07 

Paid  R.  Calder,  as  clerk 78  15 

His  own  commisions  allowed 2,267  42 

Traveling  expenses  and  per  diem  while  settling  acciunts 107  40 

His  own  pay  on  pay  roll 262  89 

His  own  pay  for  August  and  September 200  52 

3,008  45 


Leaving  in  Lieutenant  Randolph's  hands,  ivhully  unaccounted  for,  after  allowing  all  his  pay, 

emoluments,  commissions,  and  expenses $8,987 


To  this  amount  in  cash  must  be  added,  to  ascertain  what  was  really  detained  by  Lieutenant  Ran- 
dolph, the  money  on  hand  when  the  vessel  arrived,  the  value  of  all  stores  on  hand,  deducting  his  profit 
on  those  sold  to  the  crew,  and  any  debts  which  might  be  due  to  him  for  money  lent  to  other  officers. 

Is  it  possible  that  all  this  could  have  been  Lieutenant  Randolph's  money? 

By  acting  as  purser  less  than  four  months  did  he  make,  by  means  unknown $8, 987  48 

By  commissions 2,267  42 

By  lieutenant's  pay 262  89 

Iu  all $11,517  79 


And  in  addition  to  this,  an  unknown  amount  in  stores  and  other  things  which  do  not  enter  into  his 
public  account? 

These  facts  admit  of  but  one  construction.  Most  of  Mr.  Timberlake's  money  was  paid  to  the  officers  and 
meu,  or  vested  in  stores,  before  the  ship  arrived  in  the  United  States.  Lieutenant  Randolph  took  a  credit 
for  these  payments  in  his  settlement.  Having  called  for  money  enough  to  cover  them,  he  had  their  exact 
amount  left  on  hand,  after  paying  off  the  crew,  and  transferring  to  the  Treasury  the  balance  found  due 
from  him.  This  was  sufficient  to  enable  him,  after  meeting  all  demands  of  comfort,  pleasure,  and  friend- 
ship, to  carry  home  a  considerable  sum  in  money,  besides  a  check  for  $9,000. 

Why  it  was  that  no  demand  was  made  of  Lieutenant  Randolph,  on  the  settlement  of  his  account 
by  the  Fourth  Auditor,  for  an  inventory  of  Purser  Timberlake's  money  and  slops,  I  cannot  tell.  It  is  the 
first  thought  which  would  strike  me  on  the  presentation  of  an  acting  purser's  account  under  like  circum- 
stances. It  is  a  part  of  the  navy  regulations,  that  inventories  in  such  cases  shall  be  taken  and  forwarded 
to  this  office  It  seems  equally  strange  that  he  should  have  received  credit  for  twice  the  amount  of  slops  he 
is  charged  with,  the  error  being  palpable  on  the  face  of  his  account;  and  scarcely  less  so  that  he  should 
have  been  allowed,  in  addition  to  heavy  expenses,  unsupported  by  vouchers,  the  sum  of  $2,267.42,  undei: 
the  name  of  commissions,  for  less  than  four  mouths'  service,  for  which  a  regular  purser  would  have  been 
allowed  less  than  $300. 
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I  lake  no  pleasure  in  discovering  that  man  has  wronged  his  fellow  man.  It  would,  therefore,  g-ive 
me  no  pain  to  be  satisfied  that  all  these  facts  and  circumstances,  pointing  to  a  fixed  design  and  exhibiting 
a  certain  result,  are  still  consistent  with  integrity  of  purpose  on  the  part  of  Lieutenant  Randolph.  I  did 
not  at  first  suspect  him.  I  had  seen  enough  of  this  office  to  induce  me  to  look  elsewhere  for  the  derange- 
ment of  these  accounts.  I  do  not  now  believe  him  to  be  the  "  lago"  of  the  day.  He  has,  I  fear,  been 
the  victim  of  worse  men.  Iii(h_-]ieiKl(Mii  of  pecuniary  gain,  there  may  have  been  inducements,  operating 
on  other  men,  to  malce  Piiisri-  Tiinhci lake  a  defaulter.  Those  inducements  are  seen  in  the  avowal  of 
"  honied  laqo,"  that  "  reisemjc  /s  sh:,;  I."  and  that  he  loould  not,  for  half  the  ivorld,  that  death  or  any  other 
evil  thing  should  wreat  liis  vicLiinj'rinn  lii.'<  fira!<p. 

1  have  given  facts.  Further  than  thcsr  impeach  the  integrity  or^  honor  of  those  concerned,  I  do  not 
impeach  it.  Let  Lieutenant  Randnl|ili  tell  where  is  the  inventory  of  Mr.  Timberlake's  money,  slops,  and 
stores,  if  there  was  one;  and  if  there  wa.s  jkiI,  why  was  not  one  taken;  and  why  did  he  tell  Com.  Patterson, 
at  Boston,  that  it  had  been  forwarded  to  this  office?  Why  did  he  not  charge  himself  with  all  Mr.  Timber- 
lake's  money,  slops,  and  stores,  and  give  the  appropriate  credits?  How  did  he  manage  to  pay  away  on 
public  account,  before  the  ship  arrived  in  Boston,  near  $9,000  more  than  he  had  received?  Why  did  he 
call  at  Boston  for  upwards  of  $20,000  more  than  was  necessary  to  pay  off  the  crew?  How  happened  it 
that,  after  paying  off  his  crew,  he  knew  that,  in  addition  to  a  large  sum  drawn  on  his  own  account,  he 
might  venture  to  take  a  check  on  the  Richmond  Branch  for  $9,000,  leaving  $10,000  to  pay  the  supposed 
balance  which  miglit  be  due  to  the  government?  Why  was  it  that  the  letters  of  Major  Eaton,  showing 
a  remittance  to  him  "I  Sl>.4U()  IVom  Mr.  Tiniberlake,  were  withheld  when  he  delivered  to  Mrs.  Timberlake, 
as  he  declared,  all  hci-  Imsl. ami's  private  papers  and  letters?  Why  were  copies  of  these  letters,  taken 
out  of  this  office,  rarrlully  lu'ld  up  until  Timberlake  was  reported  a  defaulter,  and  then  privately  used  to 
chari'-e  the  del'aiilt  mi  .Major  Eaton?  Why  was  Mr.  Timberlake's  letter  book  mutilated?  Why  was  his 
■  ,„.k  withheld;  and  when  it  was  iiroilnrcl.  why  were  many  items  erased,  altered,  and 
It':'  \Vhy  has  he  taken  credit  fur  TiinlM  rlakc's  stores,  sold  on  and  after  the  2d  of  April? 
t  .Mr.  Xdi-man,  at  New  York,  and  cdnd'al  the  fact  from  me  until  I  learned  it  from  Lieu- 
ivhih"  telling  me  he  was  using  every  effort  and  had  sent  him  money  to  bring  him  to 
t  hv  ilid  Mr.  Norman  know  nothing  of  the  disposition  made  of  Mr.  Timberlake's  money 
liv  .Mr.  Paulding,  and  become  able  to  tell  after  being  two  or  three  days  in  Washington? 
AVhy  Lieutenant  liandulph's  iinwillingnrss  tu  admit  the  presence  and  aid  of  a  clerk  in  making  out  an 
account  enrii'iir  frem  the  dcceascil  purser's  papers;'  Why  does  he  still  retain  private  papers  belonging 
to  Mr.  Timlieilake,  whiih  he  uekm i\\  ledges  te  be  important?  Why,  when  he  found  that  unrestrained 
access  would  not  be  given  to  Mr.  Timberlake's  papers  in  this  office,  did  he  attempt,  by  threats  of  complain- 
ing to  the  senators  on  whom  the  accounting  ellieiTs  were  dependent  tVir  their  places,  to  intimidate  them 
into  a  compliance  with  his  wishes?  Why  did  he  actually  eomplain?  Why  has  the  public  ear  been 
abused  with  all  sorts  of  false  rumors,  with  the  view  et  easting  edium  on  innocent  men,  and  destroying 
those  who  dare  to  do  their  duty  and  assert  the  truth?  If  Lieutenant  Randolph  can  explain  how  the  agency 
he  has  had  in  all  this  is  consistent  with  integrity  of  purpose,  I  will  be  the  first  to  do  him  the  justice  he 
merits. 

The  resolution  asks  for  "  a  statement  of  the  sum  due  from  Lieutenant  Robert  Randolph  to  the 
government,  while  acting  as  purser  in  the  navy,  as  repeitei!  by  the  present  Fourth  Auditor,  together 
with  a  report  stating  whether  the  said  Randolph's  aeeennt  was  not  at  one  period  closed  and  balanced; 
and  if  so,  when;  and  whether  it  was  irot  afterwards  re-epeiied  and  re-examined,  and  on  what  evidence  it 
was  re-opened,"  &c. 

No  report  has  been  made  by  me  upon  the  account  of  Lieutenant  Randolph  as  acting  purser.  It  was 
reported  as  closed  by  my  predecessor,  on  the  27th  day  of  October,  1828.  Nor  has  it  been  opened  by  me, 
unless  the  acts  described  in  the  preeeding  narrative  are  construed  to  open  it. 

I  do  not  know  that  I  understand  this  part  nf  the  resulut  imi.  It  seems  to  be  based  upon  the  assumed 
principle,  that  I  have  no  right  to  in^piire  into  errors  or  frauds  committed  on  the  government  or  on 
individuals,  through  this  office,  pro\id(  d  the  persons  eommitting  them  shall  have  done  it  so  adroitly  as  to 
conceal  them  from  the  Fourth  .Vuditor  in  the  settlement  of  their  accounts?  Do  the  House,  or  the  mover 
of  this  part  of  the  resolution,  intend  to  say  that  if  I  find  that  Mr.  Timberlake  left,  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
the  sum  of  $11,750,  I  have  no  right  to  pa.ss  it  to  his  credit?  Do  they  mean  to  say  that  I  have  no  right  to 
charge  it  to  him  who  received  it.  and  make  him  account  for  it?  Are  the  dead  to  be  robbed,  the  living  to 
be  traduced,  innocent  securities  maile  to  suffer,  and  the  guilty  to  escape,  because  the  omission  was  not 
discovered  before  the  settlement  of  the  accounts?  I  do  not  so  understand  my  duty,  nor  shall  I  so  perform 
it.  I  shall  reverse  no  decision  given  by  my  predecessor  in  favor  of  Lieutenant  Randolph.  I  have  no  right 
to  take  back  commissions  or  other  allowances  which  may  have  been  made  to  him.  However  wrong  they 
may  be,  they  are  beyond  my  legitimate  power;  because  they  were  made  by  an  authority,  the  competency  of 
which  I  cannot  officially  qiiestion.  But  it  is  my  duty  to  correct  obvious  errors.  If  I  discover  that  a  man, 
whose  account  is  closed,  has  received  public  money  not  charged  in  that  account,  it  is  my  duty  to  charge 
him  with  it.  Such  has  been  theunilorm  practice  of  this  office.  Such  are  my  views  of  duty;  and  by 
them  I  shall  be  governed  in  this  ease  ami  all  others. 

Into  the  rear  of  the  annexed  documents  1  have  thrown  a  variety  of  letters,  marked  from  twenty-eight 
to  forty-two,  inclusive,  which,  though  seemingly  of  little  moment,  appear  to  be  embraced  in  the  call  of 
the  House. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  AMOS  KENDALL. 

Hon.  Secretary  cf  the  Navy. 


Washington,  February  22,  1830. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  note,  and  cheerfully  comply  with  your  suggestion  to  reduce  to  writing  the 
conversation  which  I  had  with  you. 

The  transaction  to  which  you  have  called  my  attention  is  one  from  which  I  might  claim  something 
of  merit,  so  far  as  benevolence  was  concerned.     My  desire,  in  reference  to  it,  would  be,  that  the  accuser 
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with   one  of  the   subscribing  witnesses.     I  did  this  from  no  distrust  of 


,1,  . 


M,. 


II  take  the  entire 
,  and   to  pay  the 


he  judgments,  and  of  the 
ud   interest  of  their  debt, 


sold  f 
to  re-i 
ments  having  taken  place,  I  took  i 


II.  .1,  ti>  wit:  the  row  of  three  story  buildings,  I  shortly  afterwards 

II  ihiMisan.l  dollars,  payable  also  in  five  years,  with  a  right  reserved 

III  a  biilurc  of  the  engagement  entered  into.     A  failure  in  the  pay- 
;casiou,  in  one  of  my  letters  to  Mr.  Timherlake,  to  explain  to  him 

why,  and  witli  what  intention,  I  had  become  the  purchaser  of  this  property,  and  the  disposition  intended 
ultimately  to  be  made  of  it.  As,  therefore,  he  would  have  an  interest  in  it,  I  requested,  if  he  had  any 
funds  which  he  could  spare  from  his  business,  (not  else,)  that  he  would  send  them  to  me,  to  be  thus 
applii'.l;  and  that,  for  any  advances  he  might  make,  the  property  should  remain  in  my  hands  as  security 
until  he  sli.iiil.l  lie  reimbursed. 

During  the  spring  of  1821,  I  received  from  Mr.  Timherlake  two  drafts,  one  for  $1,491.25,  and 
anotlier  for  $1,000,  drawn  by  Henry  &  M'Call,  of  Gibraltar,  upon  the  Navy  Department,  I  believe.  They 
were  paid  at  the  United  States  Branch  in  this  city.  I  also  received  from  him  a  power,  creating  me  his 
attorney  in  fact.  These  are  the  only  funds  which  were  placed  in  my  hands  by  him:  and  this  statement 
is  confirmed  by  the  private  account  made  in  his  own  handwriting,  which  you  liave  seen.  The  entry  made 
by  him  is  as  follows: 

The  Honorable  Jno.  Henry  Eaton. 
1826. 

Nov.  11.  To  one  set  of  exchange  in  favor  of  Henry  &  M'Call,  of  Gibraltar $1,491   2.5 

To  one  set  of  exchange  in  favor  of  the  same,  both  of  which  were  made  payable  to 

you '. 1,000  GO 

By  this  balance,  paid  to  Mrs.  Timherlake 491  25 


These  c 
which  s,,ii„_ 


re  the  entire  circumstances  which  have  givi 


3  to   th.-s,'  whisper 


.,lly  chii 


dly 


the 


jccrete  funds 
ritvshii),  I  c. mhl  not  fail  to  be  personally  liable. 
oil  any  s,-nsil,l,.  mind. 

:ii,y  b,,n,l  .if  (lie   gnviTiinicnt,  tl 


Thit 


the    1 
I   atbil 


surmises,  and  upon 
■11  obtained  by  me, 
SI)  far  as  to  render 
,  .if  consequence,  a 
iirity,  as  is  alleged, 
,  when,  in  virtue  of 
I   weak   to   produce 


effect  1 

I  am  n.it  s.^.-uriiv  .m  auv  b.in.l  .if  (lie  i;-i.v,.ninicnf,  that  1  ki„.w  of.  Sni,,,.  vrais  since,  Mr.  Timber- 
lake,  beiiii;-  ,111  his  wav  t.i  Tiviil.iii,  \.  .1,,  ,-ani,.  to  s,.,.  iii,.  at  I 'liila,l,.lpliia,  an, I  slat,.,l  that,  before  he 
could  obtain  a  traiisr,.r  Inuii  tli,'  v,.ss,.l  on  lMiar,l,.r  wlii.li  l„.  I.a,l  |.,.,.ii  a, -ling  as  purser,  it  would  be 
necessary  for  his  pri'vimis  accjunts  to  be  settle, 1;  that  there  was  a  balance  of  about  lifteeu  or  eighteen 
hundri'd  dollars,  which,  from  some  present  difficulty  in  the  vouchers,  he  would  not  have  it  in  his  power 
to  arrangi; :  and  requested  a  note  from  me  to  Mr.  Southard  on  this  subject.  I  gave  it.  In  that  I  recited 
what  Mr.  Tiniberbiko  had  remarked  to  me,  and  stated  that  I  would  be  answerable  for  the  settlement  to 
the  amount  of  his  vouchers,  as  he  had  represented.  Except  this,  there  is  no  other  liability  of  mine  that 
I  know  of. 

3  the  character  of  a  transaction  which  has  been  frequently  misrepresented.     I  claim  no  merit 

>:  forward  to  assist  a  worthy  man  in  misfortune.     I  am  compensated  by  the  recollection  that 

1  my  power  to  preserve  from  the  wreck  of  his  property  at  least  $20,000,  without  ever  having 

tended  to  set  up,  the  slightest  claim  to  anything  like  remuneration.     The  transaction  was 

pplication  to  Mr.  Timherlake,  and  the  advance  made  by  him,  had  no  privacy  about  it,  for  I 

nave  seyeral  times  spoken  of  it,  and  hold  myself  responsible  for  its  payment,  whenever  a  right  to  demand 

it  shall  be  preferred. 

If  a  default  exist,  and  I  verily  believe  none  does,  a  little  time,  and  further  examination  in  your  office, 
will  doubtless  explain  matters;  and  to  this  end,  whatever  of  mine  can  be  traced  on  your  files,  whether 
public  or  jirivate,  you  are  at  liberty  to  use.  But,  if  even-handed  justice  had  alone  been  intended,  why 
is  it  tliat  the  duplicate  inventories,  which  were  directed  to  be  taken  by  the  commanding  oflScer  of  the 
ship,  are  nowhere  to  be  found  in  the  Department?  How  happens  it  that  a  large  amount  of  money  and 
property  has  been  but  recently  traced,  through  the  examination  of  individuals,  who  only  lately  knew  that 
anything  of  mistake  existed?     Why  is  it  that  letters,  calculated  to  elucidate  these    transactions,  have 


Such  il 
for  stepping 


public 
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been  mutilated  or  cut  to  pieces?  And  why  is  it  tliat  the  book  which  contains  the  private  disbursements 
of  moneys  by  Mr.  T.  lias  been  concealed  or  purloined,  and  is  nowhere  to  be  discovered?  And,  stranger 
still,  how  happens  it  that  private  correspondence,  reposing  on  the  files  of  the  Department,  whei-e  it 
never  should  have  been  found,  has  been  invaded,  and  copies  taken,  multiplied,  and  circulated,  contrary 
to  the  rules  which  society  regards?  Why  so  much  anxious  concern,  but  to  subserve  design?  Let  the 
intelligent  mind  determine  if  a  viler  system  of  espionage  has  ever  been  resorted  to  to  assist  persecution, 
and  to  satiate  feelings  of  malevolence.  If  to  have  been  placed  in  the  cabinet  of  the  President  be  the 
fault  committed,  mj'  vindication  will  be  found  in  the  consideration  that,  so  far  from  desiring,  I  sought  to 
avoid  it.  The  place  of  senator  held  by  me  was  enough  for  my  ambition.  I  desired  nothing  more.  I 
ever  considered  it  superior  to  any  olBce  in  the  gift  of  the  E.Kecutive,  and  that  opinion  remains  unchanged. 
It  was  not  a  choice  of  my  own  that  made  me  a  member  of  the  cabinet,  but  rather  a  d  sire  to  accord  to 
the  wishes  of  one  whose  confidence  in,  and  regard  for  me,  had  often  been  manifested.  But  I  forbear 
further  remark.  My  object  is  to  explain,  not  to  vindicate.  I  am  satisfied  to  leave  the  matter  with  you, 
from  the  fullest  confidence  that,  at  all  times,  you  will  be  found  ready  and  disposed  to  do  whatever  justice 
to  the  government  may  sanction,  and  the  rights  of  individuals  demand. 

I  feel  it  to  be  a  matter  due  to  myself  to  ask  you  to  place  this  communication  on  the  files  of  your 
office. 

Very  respectfully,  J.  II.  EATON. 


Know  all  men:  "Whereas  I  have  made  a  contract  and  agreement  with  the  Metropolis  Bank  of  Wash- 
ington, by  which,  in  five  annual  installments,  I  am  to  pay  ten  thousand  dollars,  with  interest;  twenty-five 
hundred  dollars  of  which  is  payable  the  1st  of  nextJune:  And  whereas  I  may  be  liable  to  pay  for  the 
corner  house  on  lot  number  10  and  11  three  thousand  one  hundred  dollars,  with  interest  from  March 
last,  to  Luke  Jamerson:  In  consideration  as  above,  said  bank  has  assigned  to  me  an  unsatisfied  judg- 
ment and  execution  against  William  O'Neale,  amounting,  on  the  23d  of  May  last,  to  $4,411.71;  and  on 
the  payment  of  said  notes  are  to  convey  to  me  all  the  right,  title,  and  claim  they  have  to  certain  real 
estate,  which,  as  the  property  of  William  O'Neale,  they  purchased  at  Marshal's  sale,  on  the  23d  of  May 
last.  Now,  when  a  sufficiency  of  said  property,  so  by  agreement  to  be  conveyed,  or  that  which  may 
under  the  unsatisfied  execution  be  purchased,  can  or  shall  be  sold,  and  said  debts  and  claims  as  aforesaid 
be  satisfied  and  paid,  and  there  shall  be  two  notes,  paid  also  in  favor  of  John  H.  Eaton,  for  five  hundred  dollars 
each,  one  dated  the  21st  of  December,  1821,  and  the  other  29th  March,  1822,  with  interest  from  said  periods; 
and  likewise  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  sixty  dollars,  with  interest  from  the  23d  of  May,  1823,  the  price 
of  the  furniture  purchased  by  me  at  the  sale;  together  with  fifty-four  dollars  and  eighty-nine  cents,  cost 
of  three  judgments  against  the  administrator  of  Alexander  M'Cormick,  and  paid  by  me  to  the  Metropolis 
Bank,  the  18th  of  June,  1823;  then,  and  in  that  case,  said  payments  and  interest  being  made,  the  residue 
of  the  estate,  over  and  above  that  may  remain,  I  do  hereby  obligate  and  bind  myself  and  heirs,  executors, 
and  administrators,  to  convey  to  Margaret  Timberlake,  Mary  O'Neale,  Georgiana  and  John  O'Neale, 
children  of  said  William  O'Neale,  all  the  right,  title,  claim,  and  interest  I  may  have  to  said  residue  of 
said  property,  as  well  that  to  be  conveyed  by  said  Metropolis  Bank  as  that  which  may  be  acquired  by 
virtue  of  the  aforesaid  unsatisfied  execution  assigned,  together  with  the  furniture  purchased  by  me  at  the 
sale;  and  also,  seven  negroes  conveyed  to  me  by  bill  of  sale  of  said  William,  in  April  last.  Said  property 
to  be  conveyed  to  said  Margaret,  Mary,  Georgiana,  and  John,  in  trust  and  for  the  use  of  William  and  Rhoda 
O'Neale,  during  their  lives,  and  at  their  death  to  vest  absolutely  and  in  fee  simple  in  the  said  Margaret, 
Mary,  Georgiana,  and  John,  or  the  survivors  of  them;  but  should  either  die,  their  children  to  take  the 
part  their  parent  or  parents,  so  deceased,  would  have  been  entitled  to.  Acknowledging  a  further  consid- 
eration to  this  instrument,  the  receipt  of  ten  dollars  paid  me,  enjoining,  in  case  of  my  death,  my  heirs, 
executors,  or  administrators  to  carry  fully  into  efiect  each  and  every,  the  conditions  and  directions  of 
this  instrument. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal,  20th  June,  1823.  JOHN  H.  EATON. 

Witness:  John  H.  Hexshaw, 
R.  S.  Briscoe. 

WasJiingfon  City: 

This  instrument,  signed  J.  [I.  Eaton,  and  witnessed  by  John  H.  Hcnshaw  and  myself,  was  executed* 
and  signed  by  me  as  a  witness,  at  the  time  it  was  dated.     It  is  a  correct  copy  of  the  original. 

R.  S.  BRISCOE. 


Phil.vdelphia,  Tuesday  Moryiing,  June  15,  1824. 
Sir:  Your  letter  from  on  board  the  steamboat  has  been  received,  and  while  I  regret  that  anything 
said  to  you  should  have  excited  any  fears  for  your  prospects,  am  yet  persuaded  that  you  have  no  well 
founded  cause  to  apprehend  doubts  fiir  your  situation  on  board  the  Constitution.  The  Secretary  is  too 
honorable  a  man  to  say  what  he  meant  not  to  execute.  He  gave  me  a  full  assurance  that  your  berth 
should  be  on  board  the  Constitution,  and  of  this  you  have  long  since  been  apprised.  I  am  wholly  unwil- 
ling, therefore,  to  attach  the  least  suspicion  to  the  assurance  he  thus  has  given,  and  meant  to  convey  to 
you  in  my  remarks  at  Philadelphia  no  such  idea;  my  only  object  was  to  impress  on  you  the  necessity  of 
dispatch  in  your  business,  and  to  hurry  you  in  the  settlement  of  your  accounts;  that  whatever  time  you 
had,  or  might  have  for  leisure  and  amusement,  might  rather  be  availed  of  after  your  business  was  exam- 
ined and  closed  than  before.     The  Secretary  had  suggested  the  necessity  of  a  speedy  arrangement  of  your 
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liable  to  order  you  to  yoi 


iM.  I, mini    nrrr.sarv  and  hest  to  y„ur    iuteixvsl  and  Iceliug.s.     lie  active 
niiii-iNl  y,,ii  \][i\,'  iK.iliiiig-  to  apprehend. 

l^.Ms  rciiiriKMl  ridiii  Niufulk,  and  have  you  had  any  conversation  with  the 
.lie  y.iui-  iinisiiiets:'  Should  your  Shark's  accounts  pass  satisfactorily, 
mraendation  atiorded;  aided,  too,  hy  the  friendship  of  Rodgers,  you  may 


accounts,  and  that,  until  don 
speedy  action;  and  hruvv  li 
u-!eet  of  yours  shM.Id  ,,,„■,• 
attention.  When  .l-i,,.,  yo,, 
depart  from  Washin-tun  as 
in  your  settlement,  and  1  i'<-,- 

Have  the  Secretary  and 
latter  about  the  N.  C,  and  w 

there  will  be  an  additional  i  ,  ,  ,_,  __...,,  .,  ..„..g,^.„,  _y„,,  ,,,^y 

obtain  the  situation.  I  would  by  no  means,  though,  hazard  the  place  you  have;  grasp  not  at  the  shadow 
and  lose  the  substance;  merely  whisper  it,  and  indirectly,  too,  to  Rodgers  first;  either  situation  i.s  a  "-ood 
one;  and  whether  you  shall  obtain  the  one  or  the  other,  you  should  enter  with  a  determination  to  practice 
all  that  caution  and  eeonomy  which  may  enable  you,  at  the  end  of  your  term,  to  betake  yourself  to  the 
shore,  and  tliiTe  srck  to  make  what  may  be  necessary  to  a  decent  support;  beyond  this  all  is  folly  and 
nonsense.  AViih  my  wife  and  children,  if  so  blest,  I  would  rather  live  on  a  comfortable  subsistence, 
than  to  have  millions  and  be  absent  from  them. 

Present  me  t<i  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O'Neale,  and  to  Margaret  and  Mary.     I  hope  you  found  them  all  well 
Very  re.si.eetfuUy, 

J.  H.  EATON. 

If,  in  the  progress  of  your  schemes,   anything  to  be  said  or  done  by  me  can  contribute  to  your 
success,  apprise  me  of  it,  and  it  will  be  done. 


Dear  Sir:  Your  wife  states  that  you  wish 
you.     You  are  heartily  welcome. 


W.vsHiXGTON  CiTv,  May  23,  1826. 
I  blue  book  for  this  year:  mine  consequently  is  sent  to 


Congress  adjourned  yesterday,  and  in  a  day  or  two  I  shall  be  off.  Your  friends  here  are  all  well, 
and  your  little  girl,  whom  you  never  saw,  is  a  charming  little  thing,  prancing  by  herself  and  alone 
through  tlie  whole  house.  She  will  be  a  source  of  great  comfort  to  you,  after  you  shall  have  closed  the 
long  toils  of  absence  from  home.  This  pilgrimage  over,  you  will  have  no  difficulty,  I  presume,  in  obtain- 
ing some  advantageous  station  in  a  navy  yard,  where,  should  your  profits  be  not  so  great,  the  deficiency 
will  be  made  up  in  the  comfort  of  being  along  with  and  beside  your  family.  How  a  sailor,  who,  after 
ploughing  the  ocean  so  long,  will  be  able  to  content  himself  on  shore,  is  rather  a  perplexing  inquiry. 

I  have  had  great  trouble  with  Mr.  O'Neal's  afi'airs.  The  debt  to  the  bank,  from  $11,800,  has  been 
reduced  $5,000.  Gadsby  gets  on  badly,  and  cannot  meet  his  engagements,  or  else  before  this  the  business 
would  have  been  closed.  With  no  bad  luck,  I  shall  be  able  to  secure,  out  of  the  wreck  of  his  property, 
about  $20,000;  but  which,  under  no  circumstances,  can  ever  be  confided  to  him,  because  of  other  debts 
against  him.  Next  winter  being  probably  the  last  year  of  my  coming  to  Congress,  if  practicable,  it 
might  be  well  to  close;  finally  this  business.  On  Gadsby  I  have  no  calculation.  If,  then,  you  could, 
without  injury  to  your  own  affaiis,  ;iilvance  about  $7,000,  it  might  be  effected.  In  the  meantime,  you 
might  eonii'lc  ihai  ilio  iii-.i[iiity  siiouM  !>(>  retained  inmyhands  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  and  princi- 
pal Of  your  debt;  and  that  assurauer  might  be  certain,  to  keep  the  proi^erty  insured  at  the  amount  of 
your  advance.  If  your  business  shall  permit  this  arrangement,  and  by  no  means  attempt  it  if  you  have 
not  a  fund  entirely  disposable  from  your  other  business,  it  will  be  necessary  to  arrange  it  in  a  way  that 
none  of  tlie  family  shall  know  whence  the  funds  come.  Your  wife  suggested  the  idea  of  writing  to  you 
on  this  subject,  but  I  declined,  telling  her  that  I  knew  you  had  not  the  funds  to  spare;  of  course  even 
she  knows  nothing  about  it. 

Write  to  me  on  the  subject.  The  first  of  December  next  will  find  me  here;  'twixt  this  and  then  I 
shall  be  at  Nashville. 

With  great  respect,  J.  H.  EATON. 

J.  B.  TiiiBERLAKE,  Esq.,  U.  S.  Mediterranean  Squadron. 


Washington  City,  Ajml  28,  1827. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  to  me  vv'ith  the  enclosed  drafts,  amounting  to  $2,491.75,  reached  me,  and  at 
maturity  were  paid.  I  had  intended,  directly  after  the  adjournment  of  Congress,  to  have  replied  to  you, 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  session:  press  of  business  was  too  great  to  permit  it.  Unfortunatety,  how- 
ever, ou  Sunday,  the  4th  day  after  our  adjournment,  I  had  both  my  hands  most  wretchedly  and  severely 
burned,  and  consequently  have  been  confined  here  ever  since. 

My  business  with  Gadsby  is,  I  fear,  not  likely  to  eventuate  as  well  as  I  could  have  desired.  But  for 
the  two  drafts  you  sent  me,  I  should  have  been  in  rather  an  awkward  place;  they  have  relieved  me; 
your  remittance  was  matter  of  great  relief  to  me,  and  as  the  investing  your  money  in  that  way  is  safer 
than  the  stock  of  banks,  would  suggest  to  you  the  propriety  next  fall  of  sending  me  any  farther  sum  that 
you  have  to  spare. 

My  contract  with  the  bank,  originally,  in  the  purchase  made  by  me,  was  $11,800;  of  this  $4,925 
remains  to  be  paid.  Gadsby  has  passed  his  note  to  the  bank  for  $3,925  of  this  amount,  leaving  them 
possessed  of  my  note  for  $1,800,  payable  next  year,  which  would  close  the  transaction.  The  bank,  though, 
would  not  receive  his  note  in  exchange  for  mine,  without  my  endorsement,  and  consequently  my  liability 
being  thereby  the  same,  continues  at  the  sum  I  have  stated,  to  wit:  $4,925.  Should  Gadsby  meet  tiiis 
payment,  tliere  will  be  no  difficulty.     I  have  great  fears,  though,  that  this  will  not  be  the  case,  and  in  that 
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event,  to  raise  the  entire  fund  due  next  year,  may  be  matter  ftf  some  difficulty.  I  suggest  this,  that,  if 
you  should  have  any  funds,  you  may  invest  them  in  that  way,  by  sending  them  to  me  by  the  15th 
February,  1828.  If  not  then  wanted,  they  can  be  invested  in  stock  as  you  may  direct.  I  shall  be  here 
again  the  1st  of  December. 

Of  the  fund  you  before  remitted,  (Gadsby  having  disappointed  me)  I  applied  $2,000,  and  have 
charged  it  in  yuur  Aivor  on  tlic  properly,  with  the  interest  that  may  accrue.  The  residue  has  gone  to  the 
payment  "T  d:'l>ts  of  Mrs.  'rimhcrlakc,  due  im  your  house,  &c. 

The  pin|.crty  will  lie  retaiiiid  \>y  me  until  your  debt  and  similar  advances  made  by  me  shall  be  met, 
when  I  shall  convey  it  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O'Neale  for  life,  and  to  their  children  after  that  time,  which  was 
the  design  with  which  I  originally  embarked  in  the  business.  The  amount  that  will  be  saved  out  of  the 
than  wreck  of  the  old  man's  affairs  will  not,  in  the  end,  when  the  debts  are  paid,  be  less  in  value,  I  tliink 
$14,000  or  $18,000;  enough,  while  the  old  people  shall  live,  to  keep  them  comfortable.     The  property,  to 

1,  for  the  reason  tliat  other  large  debts  hang  over  him;  I  shall, 

111  ami  purposes  slated  already. 

lues  anil  my  own  entirely  secure,  I  have  insured  the  Franklin 

xupied  by  tiie  family  at  $13,000,  which  I  effect  at  the  payment  of 


I  hislia 


nd  the 


be  surt 
consequeiitl 

To  ren.i 
House  row  ; 
$50  a  year. 

The  remittance  made  me  by  you  I  have  never  mentioned  to  the  family.  For  reasons  not  r 
to  mention,  I  thought  it  best  not  to  speak  of  it.  I  did  name  it,  though,  to  Mrs.  Timberlake,  under  an 
injunction  of  secrecy,  which  she  promised  to  regard.  I  did  this  from  an  apprehension  that  she  might  be 
hurt  with  you  at  managing  it  apart  from  any  knowledge  had  by  her;  she  was  not  only  satisfied,  but 
pleased  at  what  you  had  done,  and  promised  not  to  mention  it. 

With  great  respect,  J.  H.  EATON. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Timberlake. 


F. 

June  20,  1824. 

De.\r  Sir:  As  you  directed,  I  have  stopped  Mr.  Timberlake,  who  was  on  his  way  to  New  York,  to  he 
ready  for  your  orders.  I  have  said  to  iiim,  and  greatly  relieved  him  by  the  information,  derived  from  you, 
and  authorized  to  be  communicalerl,  that  lie  slionld  l.e  assiuaied  to  the  Const  itn' ion  or  North  Carolina. 
Mr.  Timberlake's  accounts  are  in  pro-ress  for  setllemeiil,  and  lie  dei ms  it  ad\  ir^aMe  to  call  and  explain 
matters  to  you  in  person.  He  w.adil  -Teatly  ])reler  the  Noitli  (.'arolina  if  her  voyage  will  be  of  any 
length,  and  thinks  he  has  strong  claims  upon  you,  on  the  ground  of  his  having  been  kept  five  years  on 
shore  for  the  reason  only  that  the  capture  of  the  President,  over  which  he  could  have  no  control,  rendered 
him  a  defaulter. 

It  will  greatly  relieve  Mr.  Timberlake  if  you  could  dispose  of  him  at  once,  and  the  statement  of  his 
account;  and  the  time  *  *  *  •^^.jH  pla,e  all  difficulties  aside.  If  a  portion  of  his  account 
should  not  be  allowed,  even  then  he  is  ready  to  meet  the  deficiency  by  payment  of  $1,600  or  $1,800; 
and  more  than  that  cannot,  he  thinks,  rest  against  him.  If  any  stronger  guarantee  of  payment  of  the 
money  be  needed,  I  beg  to  add  my  own  pledge  that  the  amount  promised  by  Mr.  Timberlake  will  be  paid. 

I  solicit  in  his  behalf  an  immediate  consideration  of  Mr.  Timberlake's  case.  You  will  greatly  relieve 
his  feelings. 

With  great  regard,  your  friend,  J.  H.  EATON. 


Lieutenant  Robert  B.  Randol|i]i  stati  s  lliat  the  amount  of 
berlake,  was  upwards  of  eleven  thousand  dollars,  ol'  llr_'  amoun 
and  that  he  never  received  fnim  tliose  who  counted  the  money, 
of  tiie  amount  ..f  monev  or  publi.'  properlv  left  l.y  Mr,  Ti.nb.-rial 
1828.  This  money  he  paid  away  in  the  diseliar-e  of  Mr.  Tiinbe 
Port  Mahon,  andenler.'d  ui.on  TindMu-la  ke's  pa  v  roll,  were  |.;i 
charged  there  were  disehar-ed  upon  Tiiuherlake's  pav  roll.  Ih 
Mahon,  liut  does  not  r.'eolieet  to  whom;  his  ae<-ount  current 
exhausted  at  I'ort  Maliiui,  and  to  pa v  off  the  ship's  I. ills  h..  1 
All  the  papers  of  Timberlake,  pn 


M 


th(>  Ihiteh  consul 
into  the  iron  dies 
l.ron-lit  to  Washi 


money  received  by  him,  left  by  Mr.  Tim- 
oi'  y  liich  he  lias  a  private  mem  randniu, 
)[■  others,  any  inventory  or  memorandum 
e.  His  memorandum  is  dated  31st  March, 
lake's  debts.  All  the  men  discharged  at 
id  out  of  this  money.  All  the  men  dis- 
'  paid  other  ihdits  of  Timberlake's  at  Port 
will  show.  Timberlake's  money  was  all 
ad  to  k,,rrow  a  thousand  dollars  at  Port 
d  priyate.  weiv  mixed  together  and 


in  lioston  lic>  packed  all  these  jjapers  in  a  trunk, 
.  T,  \Vatkins,  Fourth  Auditor.  He  afterwards,  in  com- 
•s  ami  gave  them  to  Mr.  O'Neale  or  Mrs.  Timberlake,  he 
does  not  recollect  which,  Mr,  Timberlake's  [irivate  account  iiook,  a  square  book  covered  with  red  moroc- 
co, he  gave  to  Mrs.  Timberlake,  hims(df.  He  saw  none  of  the  private  letters;  they  were  put  up  in  several 
packets,  tied  with  red  tape  and  sealed,  and  were  endorsed  "  Private  letters,  in  Mr.  Timberlake's  hand- 
writing," He  knows  nothing  of  Mr.  Timberlake's  seal  except  that  he  had  one — never  saw  it  among  his 
papers  that  ho  recollects. 

He  had  nothing  to  do  with  Tinrberlake's  slops;  he  never  used  or  issued  any  of  them.  They  were  all 
surveyed  and  return<Ml  to  the  public  store  at  Boston. 

None  of  Mr,  Timberlake's  debts  at  Gibraltar  were  paid  out  of  the  money  left  by  him;  they  were  all 
paid  out  of  money  drawn  from  the  agent  there. 

He  knows  iiiltliiug  in  n  lation  to  the  mutilation  of  Mr.  Timberlake's  letter  book;  he  does  not  recollect 
ever  to  have  seen  il  among  his  papers. 

Timberlake's  hist  book,  in  which  he  kept  the  officers'  private  account,  he  has  no  recollection  of  ever 
seeing.     He  cannot  tell  what  has  become  of  it. 
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No  inquiry  was  made  of  liim  in  relation  to  Timberlake's  money  or  property  by  the  Fourth  Auditor  or 
any  of  his  clerks,  at  the  settlement  of  his  accounts,  and  he  does  not  recollect  to  have  heard  anythino- 
about  it;  nor  was  the  existence  of  any  inventory  ever  mentioned  to  him  in  the  office.  Nor  did  he  ever 
hear  in  the  office  of  any  private  letters  from  M"ajor  Eaton,  or  others,  found  amono-  the  papers  of  Mr 
Timberlake.  o  i    i 

Thus  far  this  statement  was  made  in  the  presence  of  tlio  Fourth  Auditor,  Second  Comptroller  and 
Couimodurc  Patterson,  taken  down  by  the  first  named,  read  to  Lieutenant  itandolph  and  by  him  assented 
to  as  correct,  uu  the  12th  of  Februarj-,  1830. 

On  the  isth,  Lieutenant  Randolph  called  on  the  Fourth  Auditor,  and,  in  reply  to  a  question,  stated 
that  none  uf  Mr.  TiniluTlak(/s  private  stores  were  sold  by  him;  that  the  chest  containing  his  goods  was 
nailed  up  a  the  time  of  his  Jcuth.  and  not  opened  until  the  ship  arrived  in  Boston,  wliere  they  were  opened 
and  sold  by  order  of  the  Navy  Dejiartment. 


H. 

Lieutenant  E.  A.  F.  Vallette  states  lliat,  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Timberlake,  he  received  a  verbal 
order  IVmih  (;,Mimn,Mlore  Patterson  to  have  inventories  taken  nf  all  property  left  by  him  on  board,  public 
and  private:  |„.  -ave  to  Mr.  Randol|,!i,  and  he  tliiiiks  Mr.  Amasa  Paine,  Mr.  Lord,  and  probably  Mr. 
Norman,  direeii.nis  to  take  the  inveiiieries,  and  at  the  same  time  gave  Mr.  Randolph  the  key  of  Mr. 
Tinil)erlake-s  imn  el,, .si,  whicli  he  had  re.'eived  fpun  Commodore  Patterson;  inventories  of  Mr.  T.'s  cloth- 
ing, and  eertani  a ri iel,>  1  lia t  lie  ii.el  pureliasrd  for  his  wife  and  family,  were  given  to  him,  (Vallette) 
which  he  now  pro.liieos;  la^  did  not  see  the  inventories  of  Mr.  Timberlake's  money,  slops  and  stores,  but 
he  always  understood  that  such  were  t.aken.  aial  sui,]M,sod  that  they  wen'  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph, and  a  copy  forwarded  to  the'  I'ouitli  Aealiior's  olliee.  A  ineinorainlnni  of  the  amount  of  money 
was  given  to  him,  which  he  gave  to  t'onnnoiloi-e  I'.itterson,  iiiif  he  does  not  n'eolloet  tin;  amount.  There 
was  a  considerable  amount  of  gold  in  the  iion  chest,  and  tliei-e  Avere  two  lioxe's  of  S[ianish  dollars,  said 
to  contain  two  thousand  dollars  each,  and  another  box,  part  of  which  had  been  used.  He  recollei-ts  that 
Mr.  Randolph  told  him  one  of  the  boxes  fell  short  twenty  dollars.  Mr.  Randolph  recently  told  him  at 
Philadelphia  that  there  were  upwards  of  eleven  thousand  dollars  of  the  money. 

There  was  a  large  chest,  containing  shirts,  vests  and  other  articles,  belonging  to  Mr.  Timberlake, 
which  was  delivered  to  Mr.  Randolph,  and  kept  open  by  him  for  sale  of  the  articles,  in  charge  of  Mr. 
Norman;  and  Mr.  T.  had  also,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  a  variety  of  sma'l  stores  for  sale  to  the  men  on 
board,  all  of  which  were  delivered  to  Mr.  Randolph.  None  of  these  were  included  in  the  inventories 
produced  to  him,  nor  does  he  know  that  they  were  ever  accounted  for.  He  can  form  no  opinion  of  the 
value  of  these  articles.  He  has  no  knowledge,  nor  did  he  ever  hear  on  board,  that  Mr.  Randolph  paid 
any  of  the  sums  entered  on  Timberlake's  pay  roll,  closing  on  the  31st  March,  1828;  nor  did  he  ever  hear 
of 'Mr.  Randolph's  paying  any  debt  Avhatever  of  Mr.  Timlieilake,  at  Port  Mahoii.  He  does  not  know 
what  was  done  with  a  single  dollar  of  ila-  monev  left  Iv  Mr.  Timherlake  on  pnlilie  account. 

All  of  Mr.  Timberlake's  pap^as.  pnMie  .and  private, 'were  left  in  the  e,are  of  Mr.  Randolph.  He  thinks 
he  saw,  before  the  ship  arrived  in  the  L'niled  ."'-tates,  packets  of  |iai>ers  tii  d  up  and  marked  private,  but 
does  not  recollect  whether  they  were  under  seal  or  not.  He  had  an  oval  brass  seal  engraved  for  Mr. 
Timberlake  about  a  year  before  his  death,  with  his  initials  upon  it,  but  does  not  know  what  became  of  it. 
Mrs.  Eaton  recently  told  him  she  had  it.  He  has  no  knowledge  that  Randolph  issued  any  of  Timberlake's 
slops,  or  any  other,  after  Timlierlake's  death;  it  is  not  nsuaffir  tlic  men,  in  Uio  hitter  part  of  a  cruise,  to 
draw  many  "slops.  Slops  mi-hl  have  Im'.mi  r^sned  witlioui  his  kiiowin-  it.  He  was  vei'v  intima'.e  with 
Mr  Timberlake,  and  muel,  aitaehed  to  I, mi.  lie  n,.ver  knew  or  snsp.vied  him  -nilty'of  any  want  of 
integrity.  He  never  knew  of  his  remittin-  monev  to  any  person  in  the  United  States,  lie  knew  nothing 
about  the  disposition  made  of  Mr.  Tinilierlal;e'>  slops  at  Boston,  having  left  the  ship  before  they  were 
taken  out.  He  understood  from  Mr.  Kamkilph  that  some  carpets  and  other  articles  were  found  stowed 
away  after  the  ship  arrived  at  Boston,  \\hich  were  not  included  in  the  inventories,  and  that  they  were 
delivered  to  Mrs.  Timberlake. 

He  has  no  recollection  of  ever  opening  or  seeing  Mr.  Timberlake's  letter  book,  and  knows  nothing  of 
the  mutilation  exhibited  in  it.  Nor  does  he  know  anything  of  Timberlake's  last  book,  containing  the 
private  accounts  of  the  officers.  The  inventories  of  Mr.  Timberlake's  clothing,  &c.,  are  dated  April  3d, 
1828;  he  thinks  the  money  was  counted,  &c.,  on  the  same  day. 

Mr.  Norman  acted  as  steward  to  Purser  Timberlake,  and  continued  to  act  in  the  same  capacity  for 
Mr.  Randolph,  until  the  ship  arrived  at  Boston.  He  was  taken  sick  at  Boston,  and  Randolph  got  R. 
Calder,  jr.,  to  aid  him  in  closing  his  Imsiness.  Midshipman  P.  S.  Stoekton  aided  Timberlake  in  his 
account  at  Mahon.  'i'li.'  iveapitnlation  of  Timlierlake's  roll,  lie  thinks,  is  made  nut  in  .•-toektoirs  hand- 
writing.     It  was  at  Port  Mahon.  durin-  the  latter  pu,rt  of  Timherlake's  lile.  that  .-toektoii  aided  him. 

Timberlake  was  disalded  Irom  attending  to  his  busines.s  only  lor  a  lew  days,  hardly  a  week  before 
his  death.  Until  he  was  disalded,  he  attended  to  all  his  business  in  person,  with  the  aid  of  Mr.  Stockton, 
and  was  remarkably  careful  in  liis  pecuniary  affairs.  He  was  sensible  that  death  was  approaching,  some 
days  before  his  death,  and  expressed  no  concern  in  relation  to  his  property  to  him,  (Lieutenant  V.)  and 
never  heard  of  his  expressing  himself  so  to  any  other  person. 

I  certify,  upon  my  honor,  that  the  foregoing  statement  is  true,  according  to  the  best  of  my  recollec- 
tion and  belief. 

E.  A.  F.  VALLETTE,  formerly  First  Lieut,  of  the  U.  S.  Ship  Constitution. 

Washington,  February  13,  1830. 

I  have  seen  an  oval  seal,  with  Mr.  Timberlake's  initials  engraved  in  brass,  with  a  wooden  handle, 
which  I  have  no  doubt  is  the  seal  referred  to  in  the  above. 

E.  A.  F.  VALLETTE. 
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Lieutenant  Benjamin  Tallmad^e,  jr.,  states  that  be  was  on  board  the  frigate  Constitution  at  tlie 
time  of  Purser  J.  B.  Timberlake's  death;  that  he  does  not  know,  nor  did  he  ever  hear  on  board  the  ship, 
tiiat  Lieutenant  Randolph  paid  any  of  said  Timberlake's  debts,  either  upon  the  pay  roll  of  the  ship  or 
otherwise,  at  Port  Mahon  or  elsewhere,  out  of  money  left  by  the  latter  at  the  time  of  his  death;  that  after 
Timberlake's  death,  lie  saw  articles  in  a  large  chest  on  deck,  such  as  shirts,  vests,  &c.,  exposed  to  sale, 
under  the  care  of  Mr.  Norman,  who  had  acted  as  his  steward,  and  continued  to  act  in  the  same  capacity 
for  Mr.  Randolph,  and  that  said  property  was  said  to  belong  to  Mr.  Timberlake;  that  about  October  last, 
Mr.  Randolph  sent  for  him  at  New  York,  and  he  accompanied  him  to  Brooklyn  to  see  Mr.  Norman;  that 
Mr.  Randolph  saw  Norman,  and  was  with  him  a  few  minutes,  when  he  joined  him,  (Tallmadge)  and  said 
Norman  had  promised  tn  come  over  to  the  hotel  the  next  day  and  talk  it  over;  that  he  had  previously 
suggestc<l  1.1  Ml'.  llaiMlilpli  th(^  propriety  of  having  some  person  with  him  when  he  conversed  with  Nor- 
man; that  Ml-,  liamlnlph  idld  him,  when  they  arrived  in  Brooklyn,  that  it  was  unnecessary  for  him  to  be 
present,  and  he  walked  tn  the  Navy  yard,  while  Randolph  talked  with  Norman;  Randolph  said,  day 
before  yesterday,  tliat  the  reason  he  did  not  wish  him  to  remain  was,  that  he  did  not  wish  to  detain  him 
in  such  a  place,  (Norman  being  in  a  grog  shop;)  that  tlie  next  day,  Norman  saw  and  conversed  with  Mr. 
Randolph  in  his  presence  at  the  City  Hotel;  Norman  said  Iw  could  ixjilain  the  accounts  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  govermnent;  that  Randolph  would  lose  but  a  few  hundred  dollars,  and  would  lose  nothing  if  he 
had  his  proper  vouchers.  This  Norman  said  in  reply  to  a  question  put  by  him,  (Lieutenant  Tallmadge;) 
he  knows  nothing  of  the  disposition  made  of  Timberlake's  property  at  Boston,  having  left  the  ship. 

I  certify,  upon  my  honor,  that  the  foregoing  statement  is  true,  according  to  the  best  of  my  recol- 
lection and  belief 

BENJAMIN  TALLMADGE,  Jr. 

Washington,  February  13,  1830. 


K. 

John  B.  Timberlake,  Esq.,  late  purser  of  the  United  States  frigate  Constitution,  died  on  the  2d  day  of 
April,  1828,  and  on  the  same  day  I  ordered  (verbally)  Lieutenant  E.  A.  F.  Vallette,  first  lieutenant  of  the 
Constitution,  to  cause  an  inventory  of  money  and  articles  of  every  description,  in  charge  of  the  late 
purser,  to  be  made,  conformably  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  service  in  such  cases.  Lieutenant 
Vallette  subsequently  reported  to  me  that  he  had  appointed  TjiiMitcnant  R.  B.  Randolph,  second  lieutenant 

of  the  ship.  Midshipman  Amasa  Paine,  and Norman,  stiwanl  ti>  the  late  pursei',  who,  he  informed 

me,  had  performed  the  duty  assigned  them,  and  made  to  nic  a  stalcinciit  of  the  amount  of  money  on  hand; 
which  statement  has  unfortunately  been  mislaid  or  lost.  The  amount,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection, 
exceeded  eleven  thousand  dollars,  which  money,  with  all  other  property  of  a  public  nature,  was  taken 
charge  of  by  Lieutenant  R.  B.  Randolph,  who,  having  volunteered  to  perform  the  duties  of  purser  till  our 
arrival  in  the  United  States,  there  being  no  purser  in  the  squadron  who  could  be  spared  from  other 
vessels,  and  the  Constitution  being  on  the  eve  of  her  departure  for  the  United  States,  was  appointed  to 
that  duty,  and  who  is  consequently  accountable  at  the  Navy  Department  for  the  said  amount  of  money, 
and  all  other  articles  by  him  taken  in  charge. 

The  Coiistitutidn  dtfering  the  earliest  opportunity  for  the  United  States  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Tim- 
berlake, on  our  aiiival  at  Boston  I  made  inquiry,  and,  to  the  best  of  my  rec.illectidii,  of  Lieut.  Randolph, 
acting  as  pursei-,  whether  a  copy  of  the  inventory  of  articles  on  hand  at  the  death  ^>^  the  late  purser,  and 
a  statement  of  tlie  amount  of  cash,  had  been  transmitted  to  the  office  of  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury, 
and  was  answered  in  the  affirmative.  I  concluded  that  the  measures  I  directed  had  all  been  carried  into 
effect,  and  that  the  proper  department  was  in  possession  of  every  information  on  the  subject,  till  very 
recently,  when  I  was  shown  the  account  current  of  Lieutenant  Randolph,  and  found  that  the  late  Mr. 
Timberlake  was  not  credited  with  the  amount  of  money  on  hand  at  his  death,  as  he  should  have  been. 

The  private  property  of  the  late  Mr.  Timberlake,  as  he  had  requested  should  be  done,  was  taken  in 
charge  by  Lieutenant  Vallette,  who,  he  informs  me,  delivered  the  same  to  the  widow  of  Mr.  Timberlake. 

Mr.  Norman,  steward  of  the  late  Mr.  Timberlake,  I  particularly  directed  should  be  present  at  the 
counting  of  the  money,  and  making  inventories  of  all  other  property  on  hand,  as,  having  charge  of  all 
articles  received,  and  the  issues  made  by  the  purser,  was  most  competent  to  give  such  information  as 
might  be  required  by  the  ofBcers  associated  with  him  in  that  duty,  and  would  be  attentive  to  the  interests 
of  his  late  employer. 

DANIEL  T.  PATTERSON. 

Washington,  February  20,  1830. 


Washington,  February  23,  1830. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  verbal  request  you  made  this  morning,  I  have  the  honor  of  stating  that 
I  examined  and  stated  the  account  of  Lieutenant  Robert  B.  Randolph,  acting  purser  of  the  United  States 
frigate  Constitution,  but  have  no  recollection  of  having  heard  him  say  anything  respecting  the  money  or 
effects  of  the  late  purser,  John  B.  Tiniberlake,  whom  he  succeeded.  It  is,  however,  certain,  that  he  iiever 
did  show  me  any  inventory,  nor  do  I  remember  ever  having  asked  him  for  any. 

During  the  greater  part  of  the  time  I  was  engaged  in  the  adjustment  of  his  accounts,  Mr.  Randolph 
was  absent  in  Virginia,  and  the  settlement  was  attended  to  by  Mr.  Robert  Calder,  who  was  employed  by 
him  in  Boston  to  assist  in  paying  off"  the  crew,  and  who,  he  said,  knew  more  about  the  accounts  than 
himself. 
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From  Mr.  Calder  I  learned  that  he  liad  brought  on  with  him  the  books  and  papers  bohjn,n:in.q'  to  the 
late  Mr.  Timberlake;  but  they  were  not  opened  in  my  presence,  nor  did  I  ever  see  tlicm  till  in  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Handy,  who  settled  the  accounts.  I  do  nof  know  who  put  the  papers  into  Mr.  (':i1i1im's  hands  at 
Boston.  He  came  on  witli  Mr.  Randolph.  Many  months  after  the  settlement  of  Mr.  ];:uhl.il|.li"s  account, 
it  was  discovered  that  he  had  receipted  to  G.  S.  Ladico,  naval  storekeeper  at  Port  Mahon,  tor  a  large 
amount  of  slops,  which  he  liad  not  credited  in  his  account  current.  At  the  time  of  settlement,  I  did  not 
know  that  such  a  receipt  had  ever  been  given.  Had  I  known  it,  my  obvious  course  would  have  been 
to  charge  him  with  the  slops,  for  which  he  is  still  held  accountable,  and  credit  him  with  the  amount 
turned  over  to  the  naval  storekeeper  at  Boston,  which  I  think  has  been  erroneously  passed  to  Mr.  Tim- 
berlake's  credit. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  ROB.  GETTY. 

To  Aiios  Kexdall,  Esq.,  Fourth  Auditor. 


M. 

Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  February  23,  1830. 

Sir:  The  several  questions  propounded  by  you  to  me  this  morning,  in  relation  to  the  accounts  and 
papers  of  the  late  Purser  John  B.  Timberlake,  I  proceed  to  answer,  from  memory,  in  the  order  in  which 
they  were  proposed. 

Fi7-st.  Into  whose  care  did  the  books,  papers,  &c.,  of  Mr.  Timberlake  pass  when  they  came  into  the 
office? 

All  the  papers  of  Mr.  Timberlake  were  first  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Ezekiel  Macdaniel,  who  at 
that  time  had  charge  of  all  the  accounts  belonging  to  the  purser's  departm<:nt 

Second.  Was  there,  at  that  time  or  at  any  subsequent  time,  any  conversation  about  an  inventory,  about 
money  or  property  left  by  Mr.  Timberlake,  or  about  the  letters  of  Major  Eaton? 

I  never  heard  any  conversation  on  the  subject  of  an  inventory  until  after  the  accounts  of  the  purser 
were  settled,  when  I  was  informed  by  yourself  that  such  an  inventory  had  been  made,  and  a  copy  placed 
with  his  papers,  Soon  after  the  accounts  were  placed  in  my  hands  for  settlement,  I  did  hear,  but  from 
whom  I  cannot  recollect,  perhaps  from  Mr.  Thomas  Norman,  the  purser's  steward,  that  all  the  private  pro- 
perty, papers,  and  money,  belonging  to  Mr.  Timberlake,  had  been  delivered  to  the  widow  on  the  arrival 
of  the  ship  at  Boston:  such,  I  mean,  as  were  found  on  board  at  the  time  of  her  arrival,  except  a  few  arti- 
cles which  were  sold  at  auction,  and  the  proceeds  credited  to  the  purser. 

Since  the  settlement  of  the  purser's  accounts,  I  was  informed  by  yourself,  and  subsequently  by  Lieu- 
tenant Robert  B.  Rand(jlph,  that  he  received  money  which  was  left  unexpended  at  the  death  of  the  purser; 
and  that  he  had  at  Richmond  a  statement  which  would  show  the  amount.  Upon  my  asking  Mr.  Randolph 
how  he  had  disposed  of  those  funds,  he  said  be  had  applied  them  to  the  discharge  of  claims  against  the 
purser,  and  for*  advances  to  the  crew  of  the  Constitution,  all  the  receipts  for  which  had  been  taken  in  the 
name  of  the  purser.  From  the  time  the  purser's  accounts  were  deposited  for  settlement,  to  the  present, 
there  has  been  much  conversation  in  the  office  about  the  letters  of  Major  Eaton. 

Third.  Were  the  letters  of  Major  Eaton  read  in  the  office  in  your  hearing?  Do  you  know  that  copies 
were  taken?  When,  and  by  whom,  were  Timberlake's  papers  put  into  your  hands  for  examination  and 
settlement? 

The  letters  of  Major  Eaton  were  read  in  my  hearing,  as  well  as  in  the  hearing  of  a  number  of  others 
then  in  the  room.  I  do  know  that  copies  or  extracts  were  taken.  The  papers  of  Mr.  Timberlake  were 
put  into  my  hands  for  examination  and  settlement  by  Mr.  Ezekiel  Macdaniel,  then  at  the  head  of  that 
branch  of  accounts,  but  at  what  time  my  memory  does  not  serve  me  to  say. 

Fourth.  Did  I  ever  examine,  or,  so  far  as  you  know  or  believe,  know  of  the  existence  of  the  letters 
of  Major  Eaton  until  aficr  my  rrturn  from  the  western  country?  State  the  circumstances  attending  my 
inquiry  for  them,  and  tinii-  (lcli\  .Ty  to  me. 

You  never  did  oxaiuine,  and,  so  far  as  I  know  or  believe,  know  of  the  existence  of  the  letters  of 
Major  Eaton  until  after  your  return  from  the  western  cnuntry.  After  the  settlement  ef  the  account  of 
the  purser,  and  previous  to  your  return  from  Kentneky,  1  ceiisnlied  with  the  ehief  rlerk  as  to  the  proper 
disposition  to  be  made  of  those  letters,  which  I  had  ielt  it  my  ,lni y  tu  leiain  until  alter  the  settlement  of 
the  purser's  accounts,  and  he  agreed  with  me  in  npiniMii  that  they  slimild  be  ,hdivered  tn  you  on  your 
return.  Soon  after  your  return,  p<'rha|.s  ei,  the  lull,, win--  Satni,lay.  I  ina,le  tw,,  nnsueei'ssful  attempts  to 
deliver  them  to  you;  you  were,  both  times  I  \\imiI  t,>  y,,nr  r,>,,ni,  eii-'a-'cl  with  ethers  ,,ii  lutsiness.  On 
the  following  Monday,  early  in  the  ni,>rnin-',  vuu  I'ani,^  t,i  mv  tl,-sk,  an,]  invited  me  into  your  riium,  where 
I  met  with  Mr.  Branch,  the  Secretary  of  the  IS^avy.  You  observed  to  me  that  a  report  was  in  circulation 
that  there  were  certain  letters  of  Major  Eaton  in  my  possession.  I  replied  that  there  were  such,  and 
mentioned  the  disposition  I  had  intended  to  make  of  them.  You  requested  me  to  bring  them  to  you;  I 
did  so,  and  then  withdrew. 

Fifth.  In  what  condition  did  you  find  Mr.  Timberlake's  accounts? 

The  accounts  of  Mr.  Timberlake,  from  the  commencement  of  his  pursership  of  the  frigate  Constitu- 
tion to  the  15th  May,  1826,  were  tolerably  accurate;  but  from  that  period  to  the  date  of  his  death,  2d 
April,  1828,  they  were  in  a  very  confused  state,  without  abstract,  account  current,  or  any  other  guide 
whatever,  to  enable  me  to  get  at  his  debits  and  credits,  except  such  as  our  own  books  afforded.  The 
vouchers  for  payments,  original,  duplicate,  triplicate,  and  quadruplicate,  together  with  seamen's  old 
papers,  private  bills,  public  letters,  &c.,  all  thrown  together  in  one  common  mass,  which  required  much 
time  and  care  to  arrange  for  settlement. 

Sixth.  Did  you,  until  since  the  close  of  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Timberlake,  ever  hear,  in  the  office  or 
out,  of  any  inventory  of  money  or  property  left  on  board  the  Constitution  by  Mr.  Timberlake,  or  that  any 
money  was  left?  If  so,  from  whom?  Did  you  ever  converse  with  Mr.  Norman  in  relation  to  this  account, 
and  what  explanations  did  he  give? 

I  never  did  hear  of  any  such  inventory  until  since  the  close  of  Mr.  Timberlake's  accounts,  and  then 
first  by  yourself;  afterwards  Lieut.  Randolph  informed  me  he  had  a  statement,  but  did  not  call  it  an  inven- 
tory.    Mr.  Norman,  I  think,  was  in  the  office  but  once,   and  tlien  but  for  a  very  short  time;  of  course  I 
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had  but  little  conversation  with  him.  I  asked  him  but  few  questions,  expecting  him  to  be  with  me  during 
the  settlement  of  this  account,  but  which  was  prevented,  in  the  first  instance,  by  his  sickness,  and  after- 
wards by  iny  being-  able  to  do  without  him. 

Seoenth.  In  what  condition  did  you  find  Mr.  Timbcrlake's  letter  book?     Did  you  ever  see  his  latest 
account  book  with  the  oilicers? 

I  fimiiil  ^Ir.  Tiiiilicrlake's  letter  book  much  mutilated  by  the  cutting  out  of  leaves.     The  first  account 
bonk  with  tlic  (iriicrrs  rrfers  to  a  second.     The  second  I  never  saw. 

1  ;nii,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  JAMES  H.  HANDY. 

Altos  Kendall,  Esq. 


He 


sk.Ml:    Is  t 
.'i-lakc-s  di 


read  to  Mr.  Norman,  from  a  letter  of  J.  K.  Paulding  to  the  Fourth  Audi- 
letter  enclosing  the  queries  of  Com.  Patterson,  I  concluded  to  send  a 
would  call  and  see  me  at  my  office,  and  he  came  this  morning.  On  my 
■(|iii's(inn-  this  iiiliTvicw,  liis  n]ily  wiis,  that  he  knew  nothing  on  the  sub- 
■ll  liy  Mr.  'riiiibrihikc,  ('.\cc]il  lia\iii,n- understood  generally  that  there  was 
lilt  lircaiiir  lit  il  he  enuld  ui>'l  ifli.  lie  neither  assisted  in  counting  the 
Ih'  other." 

r     Kciily:  It  is,  except  that  he  told  Mr.  Paulding  that  Mr.  Eandolph  paid 
(if  his  iiiiiiii'v,  and   that   his   handwriting   would  show   how   much.     The 
larch,  (111  Tiinbcrlake's  pay  rdll,  were  paid  out  of  tliat  money,  not  on  that 
.VII  the  officers,  settled  with  uj)  in  the  31st  March,  were  also  paid  out  of 
:ed,  and  anothi'r  dl'  ihc  nl'lirci-s  paid,  were  made  out,  but  he  does 
has  never  seen  tlust;  mUs  since  he  transferred  the  accounts  to 


men    discharged   ou    the    :ilst    .Mar 
day,  but  a  few  days  aftcrwanls. 
that  money.     A  pay  roll  nt  (hose  d 
not  know  what  has  become  of  then 
Mr.  Kaudolph. 

On  Commodore  Patterson's  observing  that  he  had  particulaidy  directed  that  Mr.  Norman  should  be 
present  at  the  counting  of  the  money  and  taking  the  inventories,  he  replied  that  he  was  not  present. 
Mr.  I'aine,  ^ir.  Vallette',  and  he  thinks  Mr.  Rando'lpli,  counted  the  money  and  took  the  inventories.  He 
liad  llie    kevs  In   ^1  r.    TiiiilMMlake's    slnos    ami    si.uvs,  vliieh    were    taken"  lV..m    hin.    at    Air.  Tiinlierhike's 
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Mr.  Kanduji.h 


by  Mr. 


.11  or  used  by  Mr.  Ean- 
mhI,  at  Boston,  and  the 
himself  at  PortMahon. 
iniberl;<be.  He  served 
i  used.  He  cannot  tell  why  Mr.  Ean- 
ch.ir--eil  with.     There   was  but  a  few  slops  left 

r.  Timberlake,  was  also  paid  out  of  that  money. 
:^  thousand  dollars.  The  object  of  paying  the  dis- 
ivc  trouble.  Lieutenant  Vallette  and  Lieutenant 
Paine  and  all  the  efficers. 

1  were  iml  up,  he  believes,  by  Lieutenant  Vallette 
he  had  made  the 


1  s;  possess; 
•l.ithes 


alte 


llheiir 


I J  r. 


.March 
'uing,  the  wi 
was  buried. 
cate  are.  He  dues  i 
and  triplicate.  He  i 
and  triplicate.     Mr. 


The  articles  as  r. 
1  they  got  Orlila's  h 
.  T.'s  death.  He  dn, 
t  in  when  Mr.  Tniil.e 
rrive  at  Po 


ade  were  all  or  about  all  issued 
them  entered  on  Ins  own  account,  but 
received  were  entered  before  the  31st 
;  hill.  Orlila's  bill  was  paid  out  of  Tim- 
iiies  m,i  kmiw  how  the  receipts  came  to 
heilake  was  too  ill  to  attend  to  business, 
until  the  day  after  Mr.  Tim- 


idt  r 


■olh.ct  \ 


^  (Norman's)  handwriting,  the  duplicate  and  tripli- 
■ro  are  different  witnesses  to  the  original  duplicate 
:il  of  the  Commodore  is  not  affixed  to  the  duplicate 
e  latter. 

eriake's  loniii,  .\tter  his  death  it  was  brought  on 
lecaiii,'  111  the  balance,  lb/  never  knew  of  any  bills 
ilph  and  Mr.  Vallette  brought  it  from  shore  into  his 
Hunting  the  money,  but  understood  there  was  about 

s'  book,  missing  from  the  Fourth  Auditor's  ofiice,  is,  he  thinks,  in  a  trunk  of  his  at  Balti- 
expects  here  to-day.  These  papers  came  into  his  possession  at  Boston.  He  did  not  aid 
lid  repacking  Timbcrlake's  papers  at  Boston.  The  final  receipt  roll  of  Mr.  Timberlake  was 
II  to  Mr.  Randolph  at  Boston,  about  the  15th  July,  immediately  after  which  he  left  Boston. 
;e  riM|nisitii)ns  and  ntlier  papers  were  packed  in  a  trunk  and  sent  after  him  by  the  person 
im,  ammig  which  is  the  book  spoken  of  He  thinks  it  was  about  the  time  Mr.  Calder  and 
irniiuhl  nil  Mr.  Timlierlake's  account.  This  book  had  not  been  packed  up,  but  remained  in 
tn  eiialije  liiiii  tn  make  out  the  final  receipt  roll,  which  was  not  completed  until  the  arrival 
Inst  mi.  lie  thinks  this  book  was  never  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Randolph  or  Mr.  Calder. 
imliei  lake's  letter  book  in  his  jDossession,  except  in  Mr.  Timbcrlake's  room,  to  copy  some 
He  knnws  iinthing  of  the  cutting  of  any  leaves  out  of  it.  None  were  observed  by  him  to 
hen  he  copied  from  it.     On  being  shown  the  book,  he  recognized  it  perfectly.     He  has  never 


.  Downing  is  a  wituess  to  one 
A  box  of  $2,000  was  taken  on  shore  to  Mr. 
board,  and  had  but  $"750  in  it.  He  never  knew  \ 
or  anything  whatever  to  be  paid  out  of  it.  Mr.  1 
(Norman's)  room,  and  counted  it;  he  had  no  han 
$750. 

Tlie   offi, 
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seen  it  before  since  Timbcrlake's  death — it  was  on  shore  at  his  room. 
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Fourth  ArpiiOE's  Office,  February  24,  1830. 
De.ar  Sir:  Lipiitcnant  R.  B_.  Randolph,  of  the  navy,  lias  just  left  me  with  a  threat  of  appealino-  to 
yourself  and  Mr.  Tyler,  in  relation  to  the  course  proposed  by  myself,  the  Second  C'ninptrnllcr,  and  (\iin- 
niodore  rattersnn,  in  investigating  his  and  J.  B.  Timberlake's  accounts  in  connection  with  tin' purscisliip 
of  the  frigate  Constitution.  His  threat  falls  powerless;  I  will  not,  knowingly,  do  him  injustice,  nnr  ho 
deterred  from  doing  justice  to  others.  If,  however,  a  complaint  shall  be  made  to  you,  may  I  respectfully 
request  that  you  and  Mr.  Tyler  will  call  on  me,  that  I  may  put  you  in  possession  of  the  facts. 
With  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

AMOS  KENDALL. 

BepJy. 

Mr.  Tazwell's  compliments  to  Mr.  Kendall,  and  assures  him  that,  should  any  complaint  be  made  to 
him  against  Mr.  Kendall's  official  conduct,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Tazewell,  requires  either  explana- 
tion or  notice  from  Mr.  Kendall,  he  shall  be  promptly  informed  of  it. 

Washington,  February  24,  1830. 


Washington  City,  February  25,  1830. 
My  Dear  Sir:  I  have  been  informed,  by  a  friend  of  Lieutenant  Randolph,  that  you  refused  to  permit 
his  clerk  to  give  the  explanations  touching  the  business  of  Timberlake  and  our  intimate  friend  Eaton,  and 
that  he  went,  immediately  after  leaving  your  office,  to  his  friends  in  the  Senate,  and  made  them  acquainted 
with  the  conduct  \rhich  yon  were  pursuing  towards  him;  they  expressed  the  utmost  indignation  as  to  your 
procedure;  that  they  would  make  you  suffer  for  it.  I  could  not  learn  tlie  names  of  all;  there  are  five  of 
them;  Mr.  Tazewell  and  Mr.  Tyler,  I  am  informed,  are  bosom  fiii'n.N  of  his;  the  three  others  I  could  not 
get  at,  but  was  tohl,  one  from  Maryland,  one  from  North  or  Soutli  Carolina,  and  the  other  from  Louisiana; 
in  addition  to  which,  a  large  number  from  the  lower  House  are  interested  in  his  favor.  I  further  learnt 
that  he  has  a  document  in  his  possession,  which  he  showed  his  friends,  that  will  prostrate  you,  if  true,  and 
he  is  prepared  to  substantiate  the  facts.  I  communicate  this  as  your  friend,  and  would  subscribe  my 
name,  but  do  not  wish  to  be  drawn  in  the  scrape. 


All  the  money  paid  to  the  officers  of  the  Constitution,  under  date  of  31st  March,  1828,  was,  to  the 
best  of  his  belief,  paid  out  of  the  money  left  by  Mr.  Timberlake.  He  does  not  recollect  the  reasons  why 
a  number  of  the  entries,  dated  on  the  31st  of  March,  have  been  erased  and  altered.  He  did  not  pay  out 
an}'  of  the  money  after  it  was  received  by  Mr.  Randolph;  it  was  paid  by  the  latter,  and  he  made  the  entries 
as  it  w.is  [riid.  The  whoh-  oi'  till'  roll  <,i'  men  discharged  was  paid  out  of  Timberlake's  money;  the  men 
were  all  paid  l.y.Mr.  Ilamlolph  Innisell.  ]Ie  thinks  tla'.-e  payments  were  made  to  the  officers  the  day  after 
Timlierlake  wa'-  Imrnd;  tlie  men  were  paid  oiT  als  .  on  one  d.iy,  Inii  s.Miie  time  afterwards.  He  does  not 
know  whether  the  whole  of  the  moiie_)-  was  counted  at  the  same  time;  lie  was  not  present,  except  when 
the  $150  were  counted. 

The  discharge  roll  produced  he  found  in  the  officers'  book,  also  now  produced;  he  had  no  idea  that  it 
was  there  until  he  took  it  out  of  his  trunk.  All  the  payments  made  on  Timberlake's  general  receipt  roll 
on  the  31st  of  March,  1828,  were  made  out  of  this  money. 

The  books  and  papers  of  Mr.  Timberlake,  to  which  access  is  necessary,  are,  the  final  receipt  roll,  the 
officers'  receipt  book,  Orfila's  bill,  and  perhaps  others. 


February  1,   1830. 
Gentlemen:  It  is  now  half-past  two  o'clock;  I  am  both  thirsty  and  hungry,  but  will  call  to-morrow, 
to  know  whether  or  not  you  will  permit  me  to  have  the  books  and  papers  desired  by, 

Yours,  with  due  respect,  R.  B.  RANDOLPH. 

Messrs.  Kendall  and  Hill. 


5. 

Washington,  March  1,  1830. 

Sir:  Mr.  Norman  will  be  permitted  to  have  access  to  the  books  and  papers  of  Mr.  Timberlake,  to 
make  out  an  account  current,  in  the  following  manner: 

A  clerk  of  the  Fourth  Auditor's  office  will  be  associated  with  him  in  that  duty. 

They  will  first  debit  you  with  the  amount  of  money  counted  and  delivered  over  to  you  on  account  of 
Mr.  Timberlake,  according  to  youi-  own  memorandums. 
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They  will  then  proceed  to  credit  you,  from  the  officers'  book  and  discharge  roll,  with  the  amounts 
alleged  to  be  paid  by  you,  entering  each  item  separately. 

They  wiir  credit  you  with  the  sums  which  Mr.  Norman  asserts  were  paid  by  you  on  Timberlake's  gene- 
ral receipt  roll,  and  other  papers,  entering  each  item  separately. 

The  account  current  so  made  out  will  be  taken  as  a  part  of  Mr.  Norman's  statement. 
Respectful! V,  your  obedient  servants, 

AMOS  KENDALL. 

ISAAC  HILL. 

DANL.  T.   PATTERSON. 

p.  S  — Mr.  Rives  will  aid  Mr.  Norman.     It  is  desirable  that  the  business  should  be  concluded  to- 
morrow. A.  K. 
Lt.  RoBT.  B.  Randolph,  U.  S.  Navy.     Present. 


I 


Navi'  Department,  March  2,  1830. 
Gentleiien:  Your  letter  of  yesterdaj^'s  date  I  have  received,  and  do  most  solemnly  protest  against  the 
course  prescribed  therein.  Under  the  act  of  Congress  passed  in  March,  1809,  art.  19,  sec.  4,  and  art.  22  and 
sec.  9,  you  will  find  that  you  have  most  willfully  violated  the  laws  of  your  country,  as  well  as  principles 
of  honor  and  propriety,  thereby  manifesting,  in  the  most  conclusive  manner,  what  I  charged  you  with 
yesterday,  that  justice  was  not  to  be  obtained  by  me  at  your  hands. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  R.  B.  RANDOLPH. 

Messrs.  Kendall,  Hill  and  Patterson. 


t. 

Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditor^ s  Office,  March  4,  1830. 
Sir:  In  the  investigation  of  the  accounts  of  John  B.  Timberlake,  late  purser  of  the  frigate  Constitu- 
tion, it  becomes  important  to  know  what  m(mey  was  paid  to  you  on  his  account,  during  the  month  of 
March,  1828,  when  the  ship  was  lying  at  Port  Mahon.  On  his  officers'^receipt  book  you  are  charged  with 
$118.04,  under  date  of  21st  of  that  month.  If  you  have  any  private  memorandum,  or  any  recollection  of 
the  circumstances,  I  wish  to  be  informed  whether  you  actually  received  this  money  be/ore  that  day,  on  that, 
or  after  that  day,  and  from  whose  hands? 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  AMOS  KENDALL. 

Lt.  William  F.  Shields,  U.  S.  Navy,  Athens,  Ga. 

Similar  letters  were  addressed  to  the  following  persons,  with  the  difference  in  their  address,  and  the 
Bums  set  opposite  their  names: 

John  Ball,  boatswain.  Port  Mahon $52  85 

John  Smith,  boatswain.  New  York 72  87 

Lieut.  W.  L.  Dulany,  Portsmouth,  N.  H 119  60 

Lieut.  John  H.  Marshall,  New  York 176  62 

P.  Mid.  Amasa  Paine,  Pensacola 26  55 

Saul  Mosely,  surgeon,  Rio  de  Janeiro 217  56 

Lieut.  John  Pope,  Augusta,  Maine 134  93 

Mid.  John  T.  Jenkins,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y 50  99 

John  F.  Brooke,  surgeon's  mate,  Boston 90  26 

James  Corneck,  surgeon,  Norfolk,  Va 100  00 


Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  3Iarch  4,  1830. 

Sir:  In  the  investigation  of  the  accounts  of  John  B.  Timberlake,  late  purser  of  the  frigate  Constitution, 
it  becomes  important  to  know  what  money  was  paid  you  on  his  account  during  the  month  of  March,  1828, 
when  the  ship  was  lying  at  Port  Mahon.  On  his  officers'  receipt  book  you  are  charged  with  $27.55,  under 
date  of  the  31st  of  that  month.  If  you  have  any  private  memorandum,  or  any  recollection  of  the 
circumstances,  I  wish  to  be  informed  whether  you  actually  received  this  money  before  that  day,  or  on  that 
day,  or  after  that  day,  and  from  ivhose  hands? 

The  charge  above  referred  to  appears  to  have  been  erased,  altered,  and  reduced  in  amount.  Will 
you  be  so  good  as  to  inform  me  whether  the  amount  actually  received  by  you  corresponds  with  that 
above  stated,  and  whether  you  have  any  knowledge  when,  by  whom,  or  for  what  reason  the  erasure  and 
alterations  have  been  made? 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  AMOS  KENDALL. 

Passed  Midshipman  James  H.  Ward,  Hartford,  Ct. 
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Similar  letters  were  addressed   to  the  following  ofEcers  of  the  navy,  with  the   difference  of  address 
and  sums  set  opposite  their  names  respectively: 

Mid.  P.  A.  Stockton,  Philadelphia $26  55 

P.  Mid.  Jonathan  Ingersoll,  New  Haven,  Ct 18  55 

Mid.  R.  S.  Page,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y 26  55 

Mid.  Henry  Hoff,   Philadelphia 27  00 

Mid.  Lewis  G.  Keith,  Valparaiso 26  55 

Mid.  William  Radford,  Pensacola,  W.  F 26  55 

Mid.  C.  H.  Hansford,  Pensacola,  W.  F 26  55 


9. 
Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  March  4,  1830. 
Sir:  In  addition  to  the  information   requested  uf  you  in  a  letter   of  this  date,  relative  to  your  own 
account  with  the  late  Purser  J.  B.  Tiraberlake,  I  have  further  to  request  that  you  will  state  to  me  what 
3'ou  know  or  recollect  on  the  following  points: 

Lieut.  Vallette  informs  me  that  you  were  one  of  those  designated  by  him  to  count  the  money  of  John 
B.  Tiraberlake,  and  take  inventories  of  the  effects  at  the  time  of  his  death.  No  trace  of  the  amount  of 
money  left  by  him,  or  any  inventory  of  his  public  or  private  stores,  is  to  be  found  in  this  office.  If  you 
indeed  assisted  in  counting  the  money,  or  taking  inventories  of  the  property,  I  ask  you  to  inform  me  of 
the  fact.  Further,  if  you  know  what  disposition  was  made  of  the  money  or  the  property,  or  any  part  of 
it.     I  hope  you  will  not  fail  to  tax  your  recollection  and  give  me  the  result. 

This  subject,  from  peculiar  circumstances,  has  become  one  of  considerable  interest.  I  wish  to  reach 
"the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth." 

I  have  already  received  statements  from  Com.  Patterson,  Lieuts.  Vallette  and  Tallmadge,  and  Mr. 
Norman.     The  disposition  of  the  money,  as  well  as  its  exact  amount,  are  still  left  in  mystery. 

I  hope,  sir,  ycu  will  answer  me  as  soon  as  your  convenience  will  permit,  and  give  me  in  detail  every 
circumstance  you  can  recollect,  having  a  bearing  upon  the  objects  of  my  inquiry. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AMOS  KI]NDALL. 
i  Midshipman  Amasa  Paine,  U.  S.  Navy,  Augusta,  Ga. 


Philadelphia,  Afarch  7,  1830. 
.Sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  I  have  tn  state  that  I  havi'  no  private  memorandum 
or  any  recollection  of  the  circumstances  relali\i'  [><  the  icrciiil  uf  hkmkv,  diiiiiiL;-  the  month  of  March, 
1828.  I  can  only  say  that  it  was  an  order  iVom  tlic  .-iptain,  that  llir  iiiidsliipnicn  shmiM  only  receive,  at 
the  end  of  each  month,  the  pay,  &c.,  which  might  !>(■  due  tlirm,  and  can  add,  f.r  ijiysclf,  it  was  pretty 
regularly  applied  for,  part  cularly  while  lying  in  port.  As  regards  the  particular  amount  paid  me  in  the 
month  of  March,  I  find  it  impossible  to  recollect. 

In  answer  to  your  question,  whether  I  have  any  knowledge  "  when,  by  whom,   and  for  what  reason 
the  erasure  and  alteration"  (in  Purser  Timberlake's  receipt  book)   "has  been  made,"  I  have  only  to  say 
that  I  have  not  the  least  knowledge  of  the  circumstance. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  S.  STOCKTON,  Passed  Midshij^man  U.  S.  N. 
Amos  Kendall,  Esq.,  Fourth  Auditor. 


11. 

Hartford,  Conn.,  March  9,  1830. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  communication,  dated  March  4th,  requesting  information  respecting  the 
receipt  of  a  sum  of  money  charged  to  me  on  the  31st  March,  1828. 

The  ship's  log  book  will  show  that  Purser  Tiraberlake  died  on  the  2d  April;  it  is,  therefore,  reason- 
able to  conclude  that,  on  the  day  referred  to,  he  was  too  feeble  to  attend  to  the  payment  of  officers'  ac- 
counts.    I  have  no  account  or  memorandum  that  affords  the  information  i-equested. 

From  December,  1827,  we  were  in  the  habit  of  receiving  our  pay  monthly;  and  it  was  easy  to  know, 
at  the  end  of  each  month,  nearly  the  amount  due.  This  was  the  case  during  the  greater  part  of  the  cruise. 
I  have  never  received  a  cent,  other  than  on  account  of  pay,  since  I  have  been  in  the  service,  except  the 
per  diem  allowance  and  traveling  expenses  received  from  you  in  March,  1829.  Whatever,  then,  is  charged 
must  have  been  for  pay,  and  I  am  confident  that  the  amount  received  has  not,  in  the  whole  time,  varied 
live  dollars  from  that  actually  due. 

Your  obedient  servant,  JA^IES  H.  WARD. 

To  Amos  Kendall,  Esq.,  Fourth  Auditor,  TreaMinj  Department. 
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12. 

Boston,  Charlestown  Navy  Yard,  llarch  10,  1830. 
letter  of  tlie  4th  March,  relative  to  the  accounts  of  the  late  Purser  Timberlake. 
1  of  havitis'  rt>cciv('d  the  inniH  y  you  state  as  being'  charged  against  me,  on  the 
;il  lliul  |iiiio(l,  or  at  any  othi'f  lime  during  my  being  attached  to  the  Constitu- 
of  till"  inuiicys  1  rocoi\-(_(l  iVoiii  him,  l>nt  never  received  any,  to  the  best  of  my 
iig  gixc'ii  him  riTi'ipt.s.  I  lielicvc  my  account  to  have  been  correct  as  taken  up 
.0  did  tiie  duties  of  purser  after  the  decease  of  Mr.  Timberlake,  nor  was  he  e 


advance  to  me  during  the  time  I  was  on  his  books. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


JNO.  F.  BROOKE. 


Sir:  Your  communicatio 

In  answer,  have  the  liou 

action  had  at  anytime  with  t 

(SlstMarcli,  isi-^,)  as  sot  fo 


13. 

Marine  Barr.\cks,  Fortsinoidh,  N.  K,  Marvh  11,  1830. 
f  the  4th  instant  is  before  me. 

o  state,  I  have  never  kept  a  private  memorandum  of  any  moneyed  trans- 
late I'liiser  Timberlake;  tiiat  I  have  no  recollection  of  the  particular  date, 
ill  vein  l-tter.  I  do  not  remember  having  received  the  sum  of  $119.60 
ly  oili.'r  i).T.-.oii.  eiih.'r  /</ore,  on,  or  after  the  30th  March,  1828;  it  may 
have  been  lliat  that  [lartieular  Slim  was  pan!  me,  or  it  may  not. 

It  would  allord  me  much  satisfaction  to  be  enabh'd  to  give  your  Department  such  information  as 
might  facilitate  the  adjustment  of  any  public  accounts  before  it,  and  more  particularly  those  with  which 
it  would  appear  I  am  connected. 

In  conclusion,  I  think  it  but  proper  to  suggest  that,  if  I  was  in  Washington,  and  had  access  to  the 
accounts  in  question,  it  might  be  tliat  explanations  touching  those  points  would  be  elicited  by  references 
which  are  now  entirely  iiiiiuaciieable. 

I  should  be  happy  In  have  your  views  upon  this  subject. 
I  am,  sir,  viry  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  DULANY,  Lieut.  U.  S.  M.  C. 
To  Amos  Kendall,  Esq.,  Fourth  Auditor,  Treasury  Department. 


14. 

Augusta,  3Iaine,  March  12,  1830. 
Sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the;  4th  current,  I  have  to  state  that  I  have  no  memorandum  or  any 
recollection  of  the  circumstances  of  which  you  wish  to  be  informed. 

I  have  not  the  least  knowledge  of  e\-er  leceiving  anymoney  on  the  account  of  J.  B.  Timberlake,  that 
was  not  paid  to  me  by  him,  and  reci'ipted  for. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  JOHN  POPE. 

Amos  Kendall,  Esq.,  Fourth  Auditor,  Washington  City. 


1.5. 

New  York,  3Iarch  13,  1830. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  4th  ultimo  was  received  this  day,  and  would  have  been  received  and  answered 
at  an  earlier  period,  had  it  been  sent  to  my  residence,  Hudson,  N.  Y.  Any  communication  you  may  have 
occasion  to  make,  please  direct  to  that  place. 

In  reply  to  your  interrogatories,  I  can  only  say  that  the  charge  made  by  Purser  Timberlake,  alluded 
to  in  your  letter,  is  entirely  incorrect.  I  never  received  money  from  him,  or  others,  without  giving  a 
receipt  for  the  same. 

If  I  mistake  not,  on  reference  to  your  books,  you  will  find  I  was  transferred  to  the  Porpoise,  either 
before  or  near  that  period.  At  all  events,  I  had  no  other  advances  than  my  pay,  for  which  1  invariahly 
gave  receipts. 

Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant,  JOHN  T.  JENKINS. 

Amos  Kendall,  Esq.,  Fourth  Auditor. 


Midshipman  Jenkins  afte 
pronounced  his  receipt  a  fori 
called  again,  said  he  had  con' 
On  examining  the  account,  it 
declared  that  he  would  acknowledge 


B.ema)-ks  by  the  Fourth  Auditor 
:1s  called  at  the  o{]]  -r 


olli  -e,  inspected  the  entiy,  denied  receiving  the  money, 
ceilily  to  that  elTect  on  the  book.  He  subsequently 
nan,  an  1  thoiiglii  he  might  have  received  the  money. 
e  did  receive  it,  he  was  overpaid  about  $33,  when  he 
,  on  that  day,  but  knew  that  he  had  not  been  overpaid. 


He  still  denied  the  signature,  but  said  that  Midshipman  Edwards,  whose  initials  were  opposite  to  the 
receipt,  might  have  been  authorized  to  receipt  for  him. 
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Athens,   Ga.,  March.  15,  1830. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  and,  in  reply  to  it,  I  hnve  to  (wpress  my  reo-ret 
that  my  recullectiou  does  not  serve  me  sufficiently  to  enable  me  In  iinswiT  (he  inicrr.i-'atiuns  therein  pro- 
pounded with  any  degree  of  accuracy.  During  my  service  in  the  Cmsi  iluiion,  1  k.'i'^  a  memorandum  of 
my  account,  which  was  preserved  until  my  account  was  transfericil  to  the  Drpailinciit,  and  admitted  as 
I  thought,  hy  the  Di'iKirtiiiiMit.  Iiy  the  first  remittance  which  was  made  to  me  from  thence,  and  which  was 
made  agreeaMy  t:>  ii.  .\\\ry  that  time,  my  memorandum  was  consigned  to  the  fate  of  'all  other  papers 
which  I  consideri'il  of  no  lurthcr  importance. 

To  the  best  ofiny  recollection,  Mr.  Timberlake  kept  two  roceipt  books;  one,  which  he  kept  always 
at  hand,  and  in  which  small  accounts  were  gciu'ially  nitrrcil;  tln'  uilici-  was  usci!  ou  .i.-casiMns  nf  ^-oneral 
settlements,  when  all  those  small  sums  were  aildcd  tugcihfi-  and  r(M'ci]iti(l  lor  in  ii  as  mir  snni,  and  when 
the  receipts  in  the  former  book  were  accordingly  cancoled.  1  think  it  cpiite  prnbal)!,.  that  the  smu  men- 
tioned in  your  letter,  $178.04,  embraces  in  this  way  various  small  sums  which  may  have  been  paid  to  me 
at  difterent  times,  ixirt  by  Mr.  Timberlake,  and  part,  possibly,  by  Mr.  Randolph,  on  or  previous  to  the  31st 
March,  1828;  at  which  time,  as  appears  from  a  statement  of  my  account,  furnished  me  by  Mr.  Randolph 
on  my  quitting  the  ('(institution,  Mr.  Timberlake's  books  were  closed,  and  the  accounts  transferred  to  the 
books  of  Mr.  Kamlolpli.  As  to  the  amounts  of  money  received,  at  wliat  time  rocii\aMl,  and  from  whom,  it 
is  impossible  I'oi-  me  to  inform  you  at  this  length  of  time,  from  iceolleei  i.m  only,  wliieh  is  all,  as  I  have 
before  mentioned,  that  1  have  now  to  refer  to.  All  that  I  can  be  eeitain  of,  in  relation  to  my  account 
with  the  Constitution,  is,  that  my  account,  as  transferred  by  Lieutenant  liainl.ijph  lo  the  Department, 
agreeably  to  which  I  have  been  since  paid  by  the  Department,  and  a  transcri])i  ot  whieli  Avas  given  to  me 
on  quitting  the  ship,  is  correct.  This  I  can  be  certain  of,  because  the  accouni,  as  liioii-lit  from  the  books 
of  Mr.  Timberlake,  and  closed  with  me  by  Lieutenant  Randolph,  agreed  ai  the  time  with  my  own.  I 
would  further  remark,  sir,  that  any  variation  in  Mr.  Timberlake's  accounts  from  this  result,  whether  in 
favor  or  against  me,  must  be  incorrect. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  F.  SHIELDS. 

To  Amos  Kendall,  Esq.,  Fourth  Auditor  Treasury  Department. 


n. 

Norfolk,  March  16,  1830. 
Sir:  I  received  your  communication  of  the  4th  instant.  In  reply  to  it,  I  am  unable  to  give  you  any 
information  respecting  §100,  charged  to  me  on  the  31st  of  March,  1828.  I  have  no  private  memorandum 
to  refer  to,  and  have  no  recollection  of  it  whatever.  If  I  were  to  see  ray  account  for  three  or  four  months 
previous  to  that  date  and  afterwards,  it  is  probale  I  might  find  out  from  whom  I  received  it,  but  no  more. 
As  to  the  particulars  which  you  wish  to  learn,  I  am  sure  I  could  never  ascertain  them. 

I  am,  very  respectf^ully,  your  obedient  servant,  JAMES  CORNICK. 

Alios  Kendall,  Esq.,  Fourth  Auditor. 


18. 

New  Havex,  Conn.,  March  22,  1830. 
Sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  4th  of  March,  requesting  me  to  state  what  money  was  paid  to 
me  in  the  month  of  March,  1828,  on  the  account  of  John  B.  Timberlake,  late  purser  of  the  frigate  Consii- 
tution,  I  have  to  state  that  I  have  no  private  memorandum  of  moneys  received;  neither  have  I  any  recol- 
lection of  the  amount  received  in  the  month  of  March,  1828. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  JONATHAN  INGERSOLL. 

Alios  Kendall,  Esq.,  Fourth  Auditor  Treasury  Department. 


19. 

United  States  Ship  Pe.4.cock,  Pensacola,  April  12,  1830. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  communications  of  the  4th  and  5th  ultimo,  I  have  to  state  that  I  have  no  positive 
recollection  of  the  exact  amount  of  money  paid  me  on  account  of  Mr.  Timberlake  during  the  month  of 
March,  1828,  but  presume  the  amount  of  $26.55,  under  date  of  the  31st  of  that  month,  is  what  I  received, 
as  it  is  the  exact  amount  of  my  pay  and  rations  for  that  month,  and  the  midshipmen  in  the  Constitution 
were  in  the  habit  of  receiving  their  pay  monthly  when  in  winter  quarters  at  Mahon.  Whether  I  actually 
received  this  i ley  on  the  Slst  March,  do  not  positively  recollect,  but  think  it  was  a  day  or  two  after- 
wards, and  1  tliiid<"l  received  it  from  the  hands  of  Mr.  Thomas  Norman,  Mr.  Timberlake's  clerk;  I  know 
nothing  of  the  eause  of  the  erasure  you  speak  of 

In  reply  to  that  part  in  which  you  say  Lieutenant  Vallette  has  informed  you  I  was  one  of  those 
designated  by  him  to  count  the  money  of  the  late  J.  B.  Timberlake,  and  take  inventories  of  his  effects 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  I  have  to  state  most  positively  that  I  never  did  count,  or  aid  in  so  doing,  any 
money  left  by  Mr.  Timberlake,  nor,  to  my  recollection,  designated  to  count  the  same  or  take  inventories  of 
his  public  stores.  I  was  designated  by  Lieutenant  Vallette  to  take  an  inventory  of  Mr.  Timberlake's 
VOL.  Ill 85  L 
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wearing  apparel,  and  I  did  so,  and  packed  the  same  in  two  chests,  putting  an  inventory  of  the  articles  in 
each  chest  into  the  same,  locked  and  sealed  the  same,  and  dii'ccted  them  to  Mrs.  Margaret  Timberlake, 
Washington  city,  which  two  chests  Mrs.  Timberlake  received  in  Boston,  and  infonned  me  there  that 
the  articles  and  inventories  agreed;  I  also  lodged  a  duplicate  of  each  inventory,  and  the  keys  of  the 
chests,  with  Mr.  Vallette,  which  was  done  I  think  on  or  about  the  6th  of  April,  1828. 

I  know  nothing  of  the  amount  of  money,  or  of  the  public  or  private  stores  left  by  Mr.  Timberlake, 
except  his  wearing  apparel  before  stated. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  AMASA  PAINE. 

Alios  KEiVDALL,  Esq. 


20. 

Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  April  15,  1830. 

Sir:  Enclosed  you  have  a  copy  of  a  receipt  for  provisions  and  slops,  received  by  the  purser  of  the 
frigate  Constitution  in  1828.  Doubts  are  entertained  whether  the  acting  purser  who  signs  the  receipt 
actually  received  and  ought  to  be  charged  with  all  those  articles,  or  whether  a  portion  of  them  were 
received  by  Purser  Timberlake  previous  to  his  death.  Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  give  me  detailed  infor- 
mation whether  these  articles  were  or  were  not  received  by  Mr.  Timberlake,  and,  if  any  part  was  so 
received,  what  part  and  at  what  time? 

You  have  also  a  copy  of  the  receipt  of  James  Orfila,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  $2,259.50  of 
Purser  Timberlake,  on  the  15th  of  March,  1828.  It  has  been  alleged  that  this  bill  was  not  paid  by  Mr. 
Timberlake  on  that  day,  but  by  another  person  after  Mr.  Timberlake's  death.  Will  you  have  the  goodness 
to  inquire  of  Mr.  Orfila  whether  this  bill  was  paid  at  the  time  the  receipt  bears  date,  and  if  not,  when 
and  by  whom  it  was  paid?  You  will  oblige  me  if  you  will  procure  Mr.  Orfila's  deposition  to  the  facts  of 
the  case. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  AMOS  KENDALL. 

G.  Theodore  Ladico,  Esq.,  American  Consul,  Port  Mahon. 


21. 
United  States  of  America,  Navy  Depot,  Port  Mahon,  April  24,  1828. 
I  declare  to  have  received,  by  Theodore  Ladico,  Esq.,  American  consul,  from  the  stores  of  the  afore- 
said depot,  under  his  charge,  and  for  the  United  States  ship  Constitution,  commanded  by  Daniel  T, 
Patterson,  Esq.,  captain  or  commander,  the  following  stores  or  provisions,  for  which  I  sign  triplicate 
receipts,  to  wit: 

Purser's  department. 

Flour,  sixty-six  barrels;  bread,  nine  hundred  and  eighty-four  barrels;  beef,  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  barrels;  pork,  two  hundred  and  nine  barrels;  beans,  seventy-eight  casks;  rice,  twelve  barrel's; 
butter,  forty- three  casks;  candles,  eighteen  boxes;  whiskey,  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  casks;  molasses, 
four  casks;  vinegar,  twelve  casks;  blue  cloth  jackets,  one  hundred  and  fifty;  blue  cloth  trowsers,  four 
hundred  and  fifty;  pea  jackets,  eighty;  flannel  shirts,  four  hundred  and  fifty;  duck  frocks,  one 
hundred  and  thirty;  stockings,  two  hundred  and  eighty- two  pairs;  shoes,  seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine 
pairs;  matresses,  ten;  black  silk  handkerchiefs,  one  hundred. 

R.  B.  RANDOLPH,  Purser  pro  tern. 

Approved:  Daniel  T.  Patterson,  Captain. 


Committee  Room,  3Iarch  30,  1830, 
Sir:  In  your  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  24th  February  last,  and  by  him  transmitted 
to  the  Senate,  you  refer  to  certain  papers  in  the  following  words:   "  In  others  of  the  private  letters  deliv- 
ered to  me,  there  are  evidences  of  considerable  amounts  of  property  owned  by  Mr.  Timberlake  in  the 
United  States,  at  the  time  of  their  date." 

You  will  please  furnish  me,  for  the  information  of  a  special  committee  of  the  Senate,  copies  of  the 
letters  there  referred  to. 

Respectfully  yours,  E,  F.  CHAMBERS,  Chairman. 

Amos  Kendall,  Esq.,  Fourth  Auditor  Treasury  Department. 


23. 

Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  April  1,  1830. 
Sir:  Your  note  of  30th  ultimo  was  received  this  morning.     Although  the  letters  referred  to  are  alto- 
gether of  a  private  nature,  and  not  the  property  of  this  ofQce,  I  have  permission  to  communicate  their 
contents  to  whomsoever  I  think  proper,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  property  and  pecuniary  transactions 
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of  Mr.  Timberlake.     I  therefore  hasten  to  comply  witli  your  request,  bv  furnishing  you  with  extracts  con- 
taiuiiio-  all  the  passages  in  those  letters,  observed  by  me,  wlii.li  relate"  to  his  property. 

Many  of  the  letters  are  dated  in  1824,  1825,  Is.'C,  aiid  isi'T,  and  contain  passages  relating  to  his 
pecuniary  transactions;  some  of  them  showing  that  ..ilirr  iMi>,nn.s  were  indebted  to  him,  and  some  that  he 
was  inilebtcd  i«  them.  Most  of  these  affairs  were  duubtless  closed  before  his  death,  and  I  do  not  perceive 
that  tliese  d.tails  can  be  of  any  use  to  the  committee.  If,  however,  you  will  apprise  me  that  vou  desire 
it,  they  will  all  be  sent  to  you.  '' 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  AMOS  KENDALL. 

lion.  E.  F.  Chambers,  Senator.     Present. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Wm.  O'Neale  to  John  B.  Timberlake,  dated— 

City  of  Washington,  August  3,  1825. 
Mrs.  Decatur  has  made  a  deed  for  the  house  and  lot,  as  requested;  it  is  under  rent  at  $100  per  year 
to  Mr.  L(jvejoy;  one  quarter  is  to  be  expended  in  repairs. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  James  3T  Crea  to  John  B.  Timberlake,  dated — 

New  York,  December  30,  1826. 
Above  you  have  some  of  the  articles  you  ordered,  all  of  which  cannot  fail  to  please  you;  the  deben- 
ture on  the  handkerchiefs,  and  the  other  credit,  I  shall  invest  in  stock  of  the  Mechanics'  Bank,  and  send 
the  certificate  to  Mrs.  T. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  James  M'  Crea  to  John  B.  Timberlake,  dal  d — 

New  York,  January  22,  1827. 
The  Mechanics'  Bank  to-day  have  declared  another  dividend  of  3|  per  cent,  for  six  months;  it  is 
good  stock,  and  am  glad  that  you  selected  it. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  William  O'Neale  to  John  B.  Timberlake,  dated — 

City  of  Washington,  November  20,  1826. 
You  have  ere  this  received  my  lettei-,  dated  New  York,  giving  you  an  account  of  what  was  done  in 
the  case  of  Smith  and  Nicols.     Francis  H.  Nicols  has  acted  the  part  of  a  gentleman;  he  gave  me  bank 
stock  in  the  Mechanics'  Bank  at  9i  and  10  per  cent,  advance  for  the  whole  amount  of  your  claim  against 
tlie  firm,  with  6  per  cent,  on  the  amount  due.     Mr.  M'Crea  has  done  the  same." 

Copy  of  certificates  of  stock  in  the  name  of  John  B.  Timberlake,  with  its  dates,  &c. 
Certificate  No.  684,  dated  15th  Oct.,  1824,  $1,000,  15  tr.  Cr.  40  shares. 
No.  352,  dated  10th  Aug.,  1826,  575,  10  tr.  Cr.  23  do. 
No.  382,  dated  4th  Oct.,  1826,  275,  10  tr.  Cr.  11  do. 
No.  384,  dated  4th  Oct.,  1826,  650,  10  tr.  Cr.  22  do. 
No.  386,  dated     5th  Oct.,   1826,        700,  9i  tr.  Cr.  28     do. 

$3,100  124 

On  the  first  40  shares  there  are  4  dividends  due;  they  divide  6J  per  cent.,  is  126  dollars;  the  time 
they  divide  is  1st  August  and  1st  February. 

Mrs.  Timberlake  has  one  of  the  handsomest  little  houses  in  the  city;  rooms  1,  14  by  16  feet;  2,  13 
by  16;  kitchen,  12  by  18  feet;  a  large  passage,  28  by  12  feet;  a  handsome  stair;  up  stairs,  3,  14  by  16; 
4,  13  by  16;  5,  12  by  18;  a  small  servant  maid's  room,  10  by  8;  on  the  first  floor  a  store,  10  by  8;  a  room 
over  the  kitchen,  10  by  16;  a  handsome  back  shed,  all  paved;  a  brick  back  building,  smoke  house,  a  large 
wood  shed,  all  complete,  neai-ly  painted,  the  whole  well  enclosed  by  a  good  board  fence  6  feet  high,  the 
yard  leveled,  and  shrubbery  all  put  in  in  the  handsomest  style.  In  the  front  parlor  a  handsome  marble 
mantel-piece  and  marble  hearth;  back  parlor,  folding  doors,  marble  mantel,  and  hearth  of  the  same;  the 
front  of  the  building  28  feet,  rough  cast  and  painted;  the  east  rough  cast;  front  palings  painted  white, 
and  the  top  green;  all  done  in  the  best  manner.  Cost  will  be  about  750  dollars;  it  will  take  about  $200 
more  than  the  funds  in  hand  and  expected.  This  will  be  a  pleasant  place,  as  I  have  got  a  law  to 
have  the  New  York  avenue,  with  others,  from  Colonel  Tayloe's  to  the  Pennsylvenia  avenue." 


24. 

Committee  Room,  March  30,  1830. 
Sir:  As  chairman  of  a  special  committee  of  the  Senate,  I  am  charged  to  make  certain  inquiries  upon 
a  subject  on  which  I  have  cause  to  believe  you  can  communicate  information. 

I  therefore  ask  of  you  the  favor  to  call  on  me  at  my  lodgings,  at  Mrs.  Blake's,  Pennsylvania  avenue, 
at  an  hour  when  the  Senate  is  not  in  session,  or  during  session  hours  at  the  Senate  chamber,  as  may  be 
most  convenient  to  you. 

Yours,  E.  F.  CHAMBERS. 

John  C.  Rives,  Esq. 

Similar  notes  were  addressed  to  Mr.  T.  H.  Gillis,  chief  clerk,  and  Messrs.  Getty  and  Handy,  clerks 
in  this  office. 
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Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditor''s  Office,  March  24,  1830. 
Sir:  Iu  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  the  Hon.  E.  F.  Chambex's,  expressed  in  his  letter  of  yesterday, 
by  you  referred  to  me,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copies  of  transcripts  of  the  late  J.  B.  Timberlake's 
account,  made  out,  the  one  in  1818,  and  the  other  in  1819.  After  diligent  search,  no  remarks  of  the 
Fourth  Auditor  can  be  found  on  record  or  on  file,  tending  to  throw  light  on  the  balances  then  stated  to 
be  due. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  AMOS  KENDALL. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Nacy. 


26. 

Office  Bank  U.  S.,  Bostoyi,  May  13,  1830. 

Sir:  I  had  tlic  honor  to  receive  this  morning  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  enclosing  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Ti'easury,  requesting  a  copy  of  the  account  of  Robert  B.  Randolph,  late  acting 
purser,  with  this  office,  which  I  now  enclose,  prepared  in  as  particular  a  manner  as  is  practicable,  the 
checks  having  been  returned  to  Mr.  Randolph  on  settlement  of  his  account  with  this  office,  and  the 
accounts  thereof  only  being  entered  in  our  books,  under  the  date  of  payment,  without  regard  to  the  name 
of  the  person  to  Avhom  payable.  We  some  time  since  transmitted  to  the  Fourth  Auditor  the  checks  of 
pursers,  but  have  long  since  (at  least  four  years)  discontinued  the  practice  in  relation  to  these  officers, 
understanding  from  them  that  their  checks  were  not  required  at  Washington.  But  we  have  uniformly 
and  regularly,  to  the  present  time,  transmitted  those  of  the  navy  agent,  receipted,  to  the  Fourth  Auditor. 
Nor  do  I  readily  find  any  order  of  the  Navy  Department  or  of  the  bank,  extending  to  the  former  officers, 
although  I  have  both  before  me,  in  relation  to  the  checks  of  the  latter. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  FROTHINGHAM,  Cashier. 

N.  BiDDLE,  Esq.,  President  of  Bank  U.  S. 


R.  B.  Randolph,  acting-  purser, 

In  account  with  Office  Bank  United  States,  I 


182R. 

July  16.  To  checks  paid,  viz: 

.   $213  80 

$197  74 

479  65 

256  07 

300  55 

204  27 

227  70 

136  14 

99  62 

133  17 

68  18 

87  94 

130  04 

226  04 

219  70 

172  67 

119  84 

191  67 

252  48 

162  26 

164  03 

178  54 

311  27 

164  57 

471  68 

289  24 

111  35 

240  72 

156  21 

189  43 

366  13 

232  23 

367  53 

255  62 

256  92 

83  92 

97  93 

155  52 

310  88 

150  91 

54  00 

312  18 

395  23 

198  07 

557  06 

236  52 

84  81 

319  72 

230  45 

54  09 

280  40 

177  78 

137  05 

456  38 

111  39 

174  84 

180  28 

230  27 

113  19 

276  20 

l4l  26 

157  90 

134  66 

280  83 

100  78 

237  68 

358  63 

93  00 

202  64 

149  97 

186  09 

224  42 

July  16. 

To  checks  paid,  vi 

$293  00 

$265  34 

187  77 

68  37 

268  80 

127  27 

146  34 

30  02 

241  44 

194  14 

241  95 

195  20 

July  17. 

To  checks  paid,  vi 

$204  51 

$326  60 

110  71 

198  93 

248  32 

144  99 

135  80 

122  87 

371  90 

273  67 

73  30 

306  76 

48  48 

293  67 

118  36 

568  83 

87  26 

165  92 

218  06 

296  17 

334  94 

174  32 

141  08 

266  44 

135  80 

236  89 

293  48 

34  31 

144  54 

73  08 

215  35 

248  78 

163  34 

308  63 

843  88 

151  61 

150  07 

131  74 

265  57 

17  69 

172  26 

114  87 

215  78 

225  55 

141  58 

124  47 

105  57 

176  58 

182  55 

108  72 

175  64 

412  75 

360  41 

411  75 

144  19 

143  73 

171  09 

81  49 
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July  17. 


checks  paiil,  viz  : 
.s.i9  57  : 
188  Gl 

293  43 
229  81 
517  11 
167  58 

35  02 
307  11 
187  10 
114  m 
313  34 

60  06 
358  21 
103  92 
259  39 
156  33 
116  25 
151  60 
113  04 

36  53 
232  02 
327  38 
123  66 

77  34 
224  46 
270  70 
175  67 
202  70 
231  47 
288  60 
321  85 
115  79 
123  82 
186  51 
197  41 
287  13 
223  -41 
276  39 

239  54 

240  79 
182  60 
306  59 
166  49 
231  19 
158  60 
235  17 
175  36 
119  58 
317  88 
244  38 

39  82 
446  29 

50  34 
296  98 
116  04 
192  20 


July  18.  To  checks  paid,  \ 
§125  : 
178  ( 
55  : 
153  • 
190 
132 


61  ^ 

105  : 

85  ; 
151  i 
192  ( 
177  ' 


nil  99 
206  18 
48  36 
145  25 
232  45 
156  10 

108  63 
137  99 
380  67 
428  72 

89  06 

109  08 
133  26 

35  26 

132  89 

393  94 

178  50 

491  07 

45  26 

190  42 

211  15 

171  98 

206  19 

247  62 

304  77 

76  59 

50  48 

252  60 

196  28 

387  00 

65  54 

380  18 

292  12 

456  09 

140  33 

59  21 

245  31 

335  19 

86  67 

83  07 

45  81 

111  40 

131  00 

118  13 

172  82 

240  17 

114  73 
28  58 

115  50 
240  31 
280  31 

144  79 
156  74 

145  59 
201  01 
295  62 
114  12 


$196  61 
125  14 
567  74 
42  42 
10  25 
263  70 
228  48 
220  64 
237  35 
157  71 
177  45 
53  97 
26  95 
107  61 
50  37 
103  87 
131  38 


July  18.  To  cheeks  paid,  viz: 

$40  24  §19' 
138  57 
76  23 


19  37 
131  62 
40  36 
43  63 


64  94 
112  10 
13U  20 


56 
198  61 
49  97 
93  72 
40  97 
25  00 
102  77 
23  99 

23  99 

24  50 


July  19.  To  checks  paid,  viz: 

$52  26   §36  63 
20  00 


li 


•  19 


118  47 

201  46 

46  04 

96  41 

120  44 

67  70 

73  38 

104  88 

125  63 

53  31 

236  84 

12  24 

76  22 


50  00 
41  32 
43  48 
20  27 
366  70 
517  69 
94  01 
52  23 
189  59 
578  62 
41  88 
115  40 
57  95 
313  73 


July  21.  To  checks  paid,  viz: 

^  $181  39   $88  55 

112  16 


136  54 

110  15 
74  91 

171  63 
46  71 
63  58 
77  98 

110  98 
71  67 

117  04 

190  98 
2  92 
10  00 
67  82 
99  44 

135  63 
56  06 
7  31 

183  97 
40  14 
35  79 
15  41 
47  57 
120  21 


212  ( 

175  96 

107  07 

55  55 

69  28 

126  41 

42  57 

20  00 

27  51 

253  12 

192  05 

138  87 

497  00 

137  46 

91  84 

102  39 

121  21 

49  73 

65  94 

98  71 

62  29 

100  12 

135  90 

158  44 


,  Iv  22.  To  checks  paid,  viz: 

$20  43  $104  i 


16  00 
50  00         45  00 
213  35       151  02 


July  23.  To  checks  paid,  viz: 


§24  38 
20  00 

128  04 
25  00 


July  24.  To  checks  paid,  viz; 


$100  00 
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July  25.   To  check  paid,  viz: 


July  28.  To  checks  paid,  viz: 


SI 98  56 

238  19 

436  75 

July  29.  To  check  paid,  viz 

$140  00 

140  00 

July  30.  To  check  paid,  viz 

$200  00 

200  00 

July  30.  To  checks  paid,  v 

$40  16 
319  45 
200  00 

August    1. 

To  checks  paid,  viz: 

§120  09 

90 

94 

280 

08 

205 

59 





$696  70 

August    9. 

To  check  paid,  viz: 

$24 

50 





24  50 

August  12. 

To  check  on  Norfolk. 

155  17 

August  22. 

To  check,  t 

9,718  OG 
$81,500  00 

August  31. 
October  21 

Balance,  N.  A. 
To  check.t 

10,000  00 

$91,500  00 

$10,257  43 

Cr. 
1828. 

July  12.  By  deposit    $91,500  00 

Sept.   1.  By  balance  broug-ht  down 10, 000  00 

Oct.  20.  By  difference 257  43 

$10,257  43 


SAM.  FROTHIXGHAM,  Ca.^hie 


Okfice  Bank  United  States,  Boston,  October  21,  1828. 


1828. 

No. 

April     2. 

1. 

April     7. 

2. 

April     7. 

3. 

April   10. 

4. 

April  13. 

b. 

April  13. 

6. 

April   13. 

7. 

April   22. 

8. 

April   26. 

9. 

April  28. 

10. 

May     13. 

11. 

May     13. 

May     13. 

May     13. 

May     13. 

12. 

July       1. 

13. 

Aug.    13.     15. 


Aug.    13. 
Sept.   16. 


United  States  Navy  Department, 

In  account  with  Lieutenant  D.  T.  Patterson,  Esq., 

To  paid  J.  Armistead's  bill  for  the  hospital  department 

To  paid  Peter  A.  Serra's  bill  for  slop  book,  &c 

To  paid  Lieut.  Dulaney  (of  the  marine  corps)  services  as  quartermaster. , 

To  paid  Catharine  Rooke's  bill  for  washing  for  the  hospital  department.  . . 

To  paid  J.  Canapa's  bill,  on  account  of  J.  B.  Timberlake,  (per  order)  for 
materials  for  slop  clothing 

To  paid  John  Lewri,  on  account  of  do.,  (per  order)  bill  of  stores 

To  paid  Henry  &  McCall,  on  account  of  do.,  (per  order)  bill  of  exchange  of 
J.  Pulis.VouMil  at    Malta 

To  paid  Hill  &  Pli.il-ct,  <'n  account  of  do.,  (per  order)bill  of  stores 

To  paid  bills  for  the  liosiiital  department 

To  paid  Bernard  Pons  for  pilotage  at  Mahon 

To  paid  Brariana  &  Johnson's  bill  for  cabin  furniture 

To  paid  in  money,  as  per  pay  roll,  to  ofiScers  and  crew 

To  commission  on  the  above  amount,  at  2i  per  cent 

To  paid  in  slops,  as  per  roll,  to  crew 

To  expenses  on  shore  at  Gibraltar,  on  duty 

To  bill  of  stores  issued  to  the  hospital  department 

To  auiouiit  ol'  sl.i].s  ret'cipted  for  by  George  Bates,  Esq.,  navy  storekeeper, 
Charl.'stuwu,  Mass 

To  ex|iens(s  at  Charlestown  on  extra  duty,  attending  to  the  slops  and 
effects  of  the  late  J.  B.  Timberlake,  per  order  of  the  honorable  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy;  and  waiting  orders  for  the  disposal  of  his  books 
and  papers,  &c 

To  paid  postage  lui  letters  upon  public  business 

To  paid  R.  Caldcr  [mi-  tiansiiurtation  of  the  books  and  papers  of  the  late  J. 
B.  Timberlakr,  rr.mi  Charlestown,  Mass.,  to  the  Navy  Department 

To  paid  R.  Calder  for  traveling  expenses  from  Charlestown  to  Washington 

To  twenty-eight  days'  attendance  at  the  Navy  Department,  at  $1.50  per 
day,  and  traveling  expenses  from  Boston  to  the  Navy  Department, 
Washington 

To  pay  and  rations  for  self,  to  the  30th  September,  1828,  as  per  voucher. . 

To  my  draft  on  the  U.  S.  Bank  at  Boston,  in  favor  of  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  dated  13th  October,  1828 
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56 
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40 

107 
200 

40 
52 

10 

257 

43 

$105 

390 

80 

•  Gave  Mr.  Randolph  a  check  on  the  Norfolk  office  for  this  amount. 

!Gave  Mr.  Randolph  a  check  on  the  Richmond  office  for  S9,000,  and  the  balance  in  cash  for  this  check. 
This  amount  carried  to  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States. 
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R.  B.  Randolph,  acting  purser  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Constitution,  commander.  CV 
1828.      No. 

April.                    By  amount  of  slops  received  from  G.  T.  Ladico,  consul  at  Mahon $742  50 

May     14.     2.       By  cash  received  from  Richard  McCall,  Esq.,  navy  agent  at  Gibraltar. .. .  11,000  00 

July    12.              By  cash  received  from  R.  D.  Harris,  Esq.,  navy  agent  at  Boston Os'oOO  00 

Aug.    11.  By  proceeds  of  sales  on  account  of  the  late  J.  B.  Timberlake,  received  of 

Nathan  Adams,  auctioneer  at  Charlestown 607  21 

By  amount  of  dead  men  and  deserters'  clothes,  as  per  pay  roll 41  09 

$105,390  80 

R.  B.  RANDOLPH,  Acting  Purser. 

Amount  of  payments  by  E.  B.  Randolph,  as  per  pay  rolls. 

Paid  oflBcers  and  men  in  money,  previous  to  paying  them  oif §11 ,  959  63 

Paid  ofiBcers  and  men  in  slops,  previous  to  paying  them  off 846  98 

Paid  marines  in  money,  previous  to  paying  them  off. 985  35 

Paid  marines  in  slops,  previous  to  paying  them  off 4  68 

Paid  supernumeraries  in  money,  previous  to  paying  them  off 100  G6 

Paid  officers  and  men  at  Gibraltar,  carried  to  column  of  final  payments 937  24 

Paid  officers  and  men  at  Port  Mahon,  carried  to  column  of  final  payments 161  02 

Paid  marines  at  Gibraltar,  carried  to  column  of  final  payments 267  01 

$16,262  57 

Balances  due  and  paid  to  officers  and  men $66,615  90 

Deduct  amount  paid  at  Gibraltar  and  Port  Mahon 1 ,  098  26 

65,517  64 

Balances  due  and  paid  to  marines $6,407  20 

Deduct  amount  paid  at  Gibraltar 267  01 

6,140  19 

Total  amount  paid,  as  per  pay  rolls $86 ,  920  40 

Of  which  there  was  paid,  previous  to  final  payment  at  Boston,  as  above  exhi- 
bited, the  sum  of $15,262  57 

Payments  at  Boston 7 1 ,  657  83 

88,920  40 


Philadelphia,  November  16,  1829. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  have  this  moment  received  your  favor  of  the  14th  inst.,  and  hasten  to  reply,  that  I 
may  give  you  the  earliest  information  of  all  I  now  recollect  in  relation  to  Mr.  Timberlake's  affairs.  Your 
order  to  me  to  have  inventories  taken  of  all  on  public  account  and  amount  of  cash  in  the  purser's  depart- 
ment, at  the  death  of  Mr.  Timberlake,  was  strictly  complied  with;  Mr.  Paine,  and  Lord,  and  Mr.  Norman, 
attended  to  that  duty,  leaving  one  copy  in  the  chest,  box,  &c.,  containing  the  articles,  and  furnishing  Mr. 
Randolph  with  another.  Mr.  Randolph  and  Mr.  Norman,  and  I  think  Mr.  Shields  and  Mr.  Tallmadge, 
were  present  at  counting  the  money,  the  duties  of  the  ship  preventing  me  from  giving  it  my  personal 
attendance.  I  kept  no  memorandum,  except  of  Timberlake's  private  affairs,  or  such  things  as  he  par- 
ticularly desired  me  to  take  charge  of  and  forward  to  his  wife.  Neither  do  I  now  recollect  what  amount 
of  money  remained,  but  I  think  1  furnished  you  with  a  memorandum  stating  the  amount  given  by  the 
gentleman  counting.  Randolph  must  have  charged  himself  with  the  amount,  as  I  cannot  conceive  how 
he  has  settled  his  accounts,  and  Mr.  Timberlake  certainly  should  have  been  credited  with  it.  Mr.  Nor- 
man being  present  throughout  the  investigation  on  board,  and  present  when  Mr.  R.  settled  his  accounts, 
ought  to  be  able  to  give  a  full  account  of  everything. 

I  cannot  close  without  agian  assuring  you,  all  proper  steps  were  taken,  as  regarded  inventories  of  the 
articles  left  on  board  by  Mr.  Timberlake,  and  copies  left  in  the  hands  of  his  successor,  Mr.  Randolph,  as 
was  presumed  to  be  left  at  the  Department. 

I  am,  with  great  regard,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  E.  A.  F.  VALLETTE. 

Com.  Daniel  T.  Patterson,  Navy  Commissioner. 

I  have  not  written  to  the  Fourtli  Auditor,  as  I  could  give  him  no  further  iuibrmation  than  what  I 
have  above  stated. 


29. 


Treasury  Dfpartiient,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  February  11,  1830. 

Sir:  I  wish  to  tax  your  time  to  aid  me  in  an  investigation  involving  public  good  and  private  justice. 

You  have  seen,  in  the  newspapers,  certain  charges  against  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  connection  with 
a  reported  defalcation  of  the  late  Purser  J.  B.  Timberlake.  Timberlake's  account  came  into  this  office  in 
October,  1828.  It  was  brought  by  his  successor.  Lieutenant  Robert  B.  Randolph,  who  rendered  his  own 
account  at  the  same  time.     The   latter  account  was  taken  up   and  settled  by  my  predecessor.     The 
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former  laid  in  the  office  when  I  came  in,  unsettled,  wa.s  taken  up  last  summer,  and  reported  while  I  was 
in  the  west,  exhibiting  a  balance  against  Timberlake  exceeding  $14,000.  After  my  return,  the  family  of 
Mr.  Tinibcrhike  expressed  to  me  great  surprise  at  the  defalcation,  insisting  that  there  must  be  st)metliing 
wrong  in  the  settlement  of  the  account,  and  requested  me  to  turn  my  individual  attention  to  it.  I  did  so, 
and  soon  discovered  that  it  was  encompassed  with  mystery.  He  had  not  received  credit  for  a 
cent  of  money  on  hand  when  he  died,  nor  was  there  any  entry  of  a  cent  of  money,  or  of  pro- 
perty, received  on  his  account,  by  his  successor.  Following  up  circumstances,  it  has  now  been 
ascertained  that  Timberlake  left  on  board,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  upwards  of  $11,000  in  money,  and  a 
lari::e  amount  of  l^^^  property.  His  successnr,  Tjientcnant  Kandolpli,  on  beitiu-  called  on  for  explanations, 
asserts  tli;it  h.'  .'N  |  i-Midcl  all  the  money  in  |i;iyii,ciit  ..f  Tiiulieilakc's  ,l.l.|s  in  il„.  Mclilcnaiienn;  but  he  is 
unal)lc  to  nive  ])ai  liciilars.  He  says  Mr.  Nmiiiaii,  now  residing;- al  \\\r  \a\-\-  \-,iril  at  liniukl vii,  can  give 
disposition  of  the  nim,.  y,  and  t<.l(l  me  that  lie  had  written  on,  and  ench'avored  to 
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!  Mr.  Norman,  I  wrote  to  him  myself,  promising  that  his 
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and  conferred  with  Mr.  Nul 
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addressing  you  is,  to  get  y 
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t  laciilcnant  Randolph  had  previously  been  to  Ncs 
thr  snliie<  t,  and  while  he  is  assuring  mc  that  Norman 
wile,  stating  that  he  is  confined  to  his  bed  by  a  bai 
nine  suspieiniis  that  he  is  not  to  come  here  at  all 
with  you  the  most  adroit  man  at  cross-examining  your  city  allbrds 
he  amount  and  disposition  )nade  of  Timberlake's  money  and  othe 
f  any  officers  and  seamen,  or  other  person,  to  whom  the  money  wa 
"  D  can  recollect;  inquire  what  passed  between  him  and  Ran 
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iiutilat.Ml,  by  havnig  twenty 
,  f  and  I  believe  Mr.  Norman 
Kandolph  was  embarrassed 
■  Cnited  .'States.  Perhaps  it 
WW  lia\e  shared  this  money, 
\li's.  H;,ton,  shortly  after  his 
ner  husband's  aeeounts,  but 
it  husband  to  get  him  a  pur- 
f,  and  if  there  be  an  evident 
a  statement  in  writing,  pro- 
lot  done,  note  down  what  he 


or  thirty  loa\i's  cut  out;  and  an  iii\ciilMr\-,  the  making  of  which  is  prove 
was  our  of  those  who  , -,,111,10.1  tlio  money,')  is  missing.  It  is  said  tliat  laeii 
iiL  his  ,irriniisuin,-,'s,  an, I  tii;,t  li,'  was  r'oli,'ved  shortly  after  his  return  t,i  t 
w.iiil.l  lie  w,  II  t,i  ,|u<'stioii  N.,iiii;ni  about  that.  Possibly,  Norman  hiiiis,>ll' 
(,r  Ik-  niav  bo  iii,lis|,os,Ml  i,,  toll  th,.  trutli.  1  am  informed  that  he  wrote  t, 
return  lV,",iii  the  eity  last  spring,  stating  that  he  knew  much  alnait  her  f, 
that  he  should  give  her  no  information,  because  she  did  not  induce  her  pres 
sership,  &c.  You  will  soon  see  with  what  spirit  he  replies  to  your  impiiri 
equivocation,  it  will  be  well  to  press  him  closely.  If  he  can  be  got  to  mak 
vided  you  have  any  confidence  in  his  veracity,  it  would  be  well.     If  this  be 

says  yourself,  and,  as  s,,on  as  possible,  put  me  in  jmssession  of  the  result.  I  liave  been  constantly  intend- 
ing to  write  you,  in  re|.ly  t,,  y,,iir  v,ry  gratil'ying  letter  of  the  12th  ultimo,  and  I  still  intend  it,  but  it 
must  be  postponed  until  1  hav,-  a  litiK'  relief  IVoni  luiblic  concerns. 

Very  respectfully,  y.mr  obedieiit  servant,  ^  AMOS  KENDALL. 

J.  K.  Paulding,  Esq.,  Navy  Agent,  New  York. 

P.  S. — .\sk  Norman  whether  Timberlake  ]iacked  up  his  private 
not,  wh,i  had  p,,ssession  ,,f  tli,an,  and  in  wliat  e,>n,liti,,n  were  tli.'V  w 
what  was  ,l,.n,.  with  them.      Als,,,  what    ,lisp,,siti,m  was   imele  .,f  Tin 

there  any  sl,,ps:  did  Randolph  distribute  any  ,,r  th<'m ;  what  am, unit  of  Ihem  was  tli,-re'bel,.n-ing  to  Tim- 
berlak.>,'an,l  what  became  of  them?     You  will  think  of  many  other  riuestions  calculated  to  elicit  the  truth. 

What  will  be  said,  if  it  shall  turn  out  that  Timberlake'has  been  made  a  defaulter,  that  the  Secretary 
of  War  might  be  charged  with  the  fraud? 
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Sir:  Since  last  I  wrote  you, 
relation  to  J.  B.  Timbei'lak,  's  allairs. 
left  other  property  on  bi,ai',l,  a  part  ,.|' 
ination  has  been  in  th,'  pusine,'  ,,f  th. 
terson  has  drawn  up  th,- ,ai,l,is,.l  ,pn-i 

Lieutenant  Tallmadge  will  ,-all  o, 
in  relation  t,.  this  myst,ai,,us  allair. 

Veiy  respeetfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  Paulding,  Esq.,  Navy  Agent,  Neio  York. 


30. 

Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditor^s  Office,  February  13,  1830. 

have  examined  Lieuts.  Vallette,   Talhnadge.   and  R.  B.  Randolph,   in 

rs.  an,l  it,  appears  that,  in  additi,.n  t,.  upwar,ls  ..f  $11,000  in  cash,  he 
,.f  wlii,'h  was<lisp,,se,l,,r,  an,l  has  n,,t  \>rru  a,-.-,Hinted  for.  The  exam- 
th.,.  S,M-,,n,l(',,mptn,ller,    and   C.ni.  ratt,rson  ami  myself.      Com.  Pat- 

pieries,-''  which  he  thinks  ])roper  to  be  submitted  to  Air.  Norman. 

1  on  you,  and  has  promised  to  aid  all  in  his  power  to  develop  the  truth 


AMOS  KENDALL. 


Navy  Agext's  Office,  New  Yoi-k,  February  18,  1830. 

Sir:  Since  I  wrote  yon  last,  I  have  learned  from  Mr.  Craven  that  Mr.  Norman  resides  with  his 
mother-in-law,  who  possesses  considerable  property  near  the  navy  yard;  that  the  officers  who  are  ac- 
quainted with  him  give  him  a  gooil  ehara,ter;  that  he  has  not  shown  any  appearance  of  possessing  more 
than  ordinary  means  of  livin-;  ami  thai  h,-  ,onld  not  ascertain  whether  he  had  been  sick  or  not. 

After  the  receipt  of  y  .m  letter,  in,  h.-ing  the  queries  of  Commodore  Patters(m,  I  concluded  to  send  a 


'  No  copy  of  the  queries  here  referred  to  was  retained  in  this  office. 
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request  to  Mr.  Norman  that  he  Avouhl  call  and  see  me  at  my  oflic 
stating  to  him  the  reasuns  fur  rciincstiiiL;-  this  inti'ivicw.  his  ic|j 
subject  of  the  money  m-  innprrtv  left  liy  Mr.  Timlici  lal;i',  cvct]!!  ii: 
was  some  money  and  i)ro|icity.  Wliai  iHcamc  of  it,  lie  cuukl  no 
the  one,  or  taking  an  inventory  nl'  the  nthir. 

Conceiving  that  the  desiK  .1  .,lij,,t  wduld  be  much  moi-e  eflectually  accomplished  by  his  going  to 
Washiiigton  than  in  any  othin-  iiiaiinci-,  1  niged  him  to  it  by  stating  the  injury  he  was  doing  himself  by 
appearing  to  avoid  an  exaniinatinn,  and  that,  if  he  expected  employment  or  promotion  in  the  navy  at  auy 
future  period,  this  was  the  most  eflectual  mode  of  defeating  his  hopes,  since  it  inevitably  threw  a  stain 
on  his  character. 

In  reply  to  this,  he  promptly,  and  at  once,  stated  his  willingness  to  go  on  the  next  dav,  if  he  only  had 
the  funds  fnr  that  pnri.use.  I  took  liini  at  his  wonl,  and  on  his  pledging  himself  to  lose  no  tin,.'  in  '-oing 
ontothos,.at  of  ,^-ovon.i„oHt,  nnn,.  .liafoly,  undrr  fho  i,„,,liod  sanel  ion  .,f  vo,,.-  lotto,- ..f  ilio  11  ih  instant, 
advanoo.l  lirtv  d.-llai-s  out  of  th.>  liind  for  inivolin-  oximmisi^s.  ]]<■  loft  mo  will,  an  assurance  oi'  liis  imme- 
diate dopart.iiv.  If  1„.  ,loos  not  go,  it  will  fiirnisli  | ,ro>iii„| .tivo  ovidonoo  ,,f  a  dotonnination  t..  evade  all 
disclosures;  if  ],,■  .Iocs  go,  lie  ean  be  eoiilVoiite,!  will,  l,ientei,ant  liaiulolph,  and  you  will  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  pn.l.ing  lii ,n,-li  n,or<-  erfei-inally  ll.an  1  ,'onl.l  do. 

.\!y  iiwii  ini)nessioiis  aiv  not.  I  eonfess,  v.i  v  favoraiile  to  :Mr.  Norman,  who,  considering  the  close  re- 
lation ii,  \vl,iel,  he  SM  |,,nw-  stood  to  tl,e  late  riirser  T  i  1 1 1 1  .e  rl  a  ke,  ami  at  the  time  of  his  death,  knoic.-i,  by  far, 
too  lilllr  ,•)'  1,1^  iili>iir.<.  (o-nerallv,  he  .liselai,,,s  all  knowledge;  yei,  when  .|uestioned  on  particular  sub- 
jects in  relat,on  to  .Mr.  Tinihei  lake's  allairs,  it  evi(l<■ntl,^-  a|,|.<.ars  he  knows  a  great  deal.  By  taking  this 
course  yoii  n,ay,  ]ao|,,,Mv,  .jeieet  n,an,\-  ineonsisietieies,  if  not  cut ra.lietions. 

Toll  will  ol.lige  me  |.y  saiietionm,.':  (liis   advanee  of  lifiy  dollars,  in  writing,  so  that  the  charge  may 
be  allowe.l  at  tlie  Treasiiiy  wiiliont  a  long  ex|ilanation  <in  my  part.     From  certain  indicatives,  that  have 
never  deeeixcil  nii',  1  have'  no  doubt  tliat  Noiinan  is  l>e(oii,in,g  intemperate,  and  this  is,  probably,  the  rea- 
son why  his  niother-indavv,  who  is  rich,  would  not  advance  the  money  for  his  expenses  to  Wa.shingion. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 


Airos  Kendall,  Esq.,  Washington 


J.  K.  PAULDING. 


Treasury  Department,  Foinih  Andi/oj-'s  Office,  Fehrriary  1,  18.30. 
Sir:  It  is  deemed  of  imi.ortanee  to  ol.lain  vo,ir  attendanee  in  iliis  ,.fllee,  to  aid  ii,  the  investif^ation  of 
the  accounts  .,f  the  late  I'urser  .1.  l;.  Tiinberlake,  and  Ins  Mieerssor,  .\eling  I'lirser  i;aiidol|,l,.  I  mider- 
stand  that  Lieiil.'iiant  Randolph  has  hi,,, .-elf  i,,a(le  a  like  request  to  yon.  1  am  anlhoii/.ed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  to  infurm  you  that,  upon  cuuipliance  with  this  re-iuest,  the  usual  allowances  for  trav- 
eling expenses  and  detention  will  be  made  to  you. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  AMOS  KENDALL. 

Mr.  Thomas  Norman,  Brooklyn,  New  York. 


33. 

BrooivI.yn,  February  9,  1830, 
Sir:  My  husband,  Mr.  Norman,  requests  me  to  inform  you  that  he  received  your  communication,  and 
making  arrangements  for  his  departure,  he  caught  a  severe  cold,  and  is  confined  to  his  bed;  as  soon  as 
is  able  to  travel,  he  will  comply  with  your  request. 

Yours,  respectfully,  MARY  ANN  NORMAN. 

Mr.  Amos  Kendall,   Washington  City. 


Brooklyn,  Neiu  York,  February  13,  1830. 
Sir:  Mrs.  Norman  wrote  to  you  on  the  8th  inst.,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  letter  requesting 
my  attendance  at  Washington  to  assist  in  the  investigation  of  Purser  Timberlake's  accounts,  &c.     My 
in"di8|iosition  has  been  severe  for  some  days  past,  but  am  now  sf)  far  recovered  that  I  would  proceed  im- 
mediately, had  1  ihe  means,  which  are  not  at  my  command  at  present. 

I  aiiplied  to  Coinmodore  Chauncey  to  advance  my  traveling  e.xpenses,  but  he  informs  me  he  is  not 
authorized  to  make  advances;  I  must,  therefore,  wait  until  I  hear  from  you. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant,  THOMAS  NORMAN. 

Amos  Kendall,  Esq.,  Fourth  Auditor. 


35. 

Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  January  6,  1830. 
Sir:  In  a  letter  from  E.  A.  F.  Vallette,  he  states  it  to  be  his  opinion  that  you  were  present  at  the 
counting  of  J.  B.  Timberlake's  money,  ou  board  the   frigate   Constitution,  at  the   time  of  his  death.     As 
VOL.  Ill 86  L 
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the  inventory  of  the  money  and  public  property  in  his  possession,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  is  not  to  be  found 
in  this  ofSce,  and  as  it  is  necessary  to  ascertain  the  amount  thereof,  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  state  to 
me,  as  soon  as  practicable,  all  you  recollect  as  to  the  taking  of  the  inventory,  the  disposition  made  of  it,  and 
the  amount  of  money  and  property  entered  in  it.  By  doing  so  you  will  aid  iu  doing  justice,  and  much 
oblige. 

Very  respectfully,  your  hu  i  ble  servant,  AMOS  KENDALL. 

Lieut.  W.  F.  Shields,  U.  S.  Navy,  Athens,  Ga. 

Remarks  by  Fourth  Auditor. 

Lieut.  Shields,  in  reply,  denied   all  participation  in  taking  an  inventory  or  counting  the  money,  and 
'  entire  ignorance  of  the  whole  subject.     His  reply  has  been  mislaid. 


Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  January  22,  1830. 
Sir:  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  order  Lieuts.  E.  A.  F.  Vallette,  W.  F.  Shields,  Victor  M.  Ran- 
dolph, Robert  B.  and  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  jr.,  and  Midsliipman  Amasa  Paine,  to  repair  to  this  city,  their 
presence  being  necessary  in  this  office,  to  enable  me  satisfactorily  to  investigate  the  accounts  of  the  late 
John  B.  Timberlake. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  AMOS  KENDALL. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


31, 
Treasury  Departmext,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  February  LS,  1830. 
Sir:  Will  you  have  the  kindness  to  give  me,  in  wrifin^-,  tlmsc  cxjihiiiatioiis  relative  to  your  pecuniary 
transactions  with  the  late  Purser  John  B.  Tinibrrhtkc,  wliicli  you  liavc  already  made  to  me  verbally, 
accompanied  by  a  copy  of  the  instrument  of  writing-  executed  liy  you  in  Im!:!,  specifying  the  purposes  for 
which  you  purchased  from  the  bank  the  property  which  had  previously  belonged  to  Mr.  O'Neal,  and  by  a 
copy  of  your  account  with  Mr.  Timberlake,  as  it  appears  on  his  book. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  AMOS  KENDALL. 

J.  H.  Eaton,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  War.     Present. 


Trkasi/uv  Di:p.u:tmf,\t,  Fuurlii  Auditor's  Offi,rc,  March  20,  1830. 
Sir:  Will  you  do  me  the  favor  to  asm-iuiii.  if  inariirublc,  whclli.'i-  (he  a. -tin-  jKirser  of  the  Consti- 
tution deposited  money  in  any  of  the  Boston  !iaul.;s  alliT  hor  anival  lioiii  llie  Moditeiranean,  and  whether 
he  had,  at  anytime,  other  moneys  on  deposit  llian  ilio^^c  rceeived  IVoni  you?  I  know  the  delicacy  of  such 
inquiries;  but,  if  you  can  inocurc  ili(.'  inforniatioii,  yon  may  render  a  public  service,  and  will  confer  a 
lasting  obligation  on  me.     The  slii|.  aniM'il  in  .lulv,  1S2S. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ohcdicnt  servant,"  AMOS  KENDALL. 

R.  D.  Harris,  Esq.,  Navy  Agent,  Boston,  Mass. 


Navy  Agent's  Office,  Boston,  March  27,  1830. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  20th  instant,  which  I  should  have  answered  by  return  of. 
mail  had  not  a  fierce  snow  storm  )u-evented  my  going  to  Charlestown  yesterdaj',  to  make  the  desired 
inquiry  at  the  Bunker  Hill  I'anlc,  '.vlicrc  I  supposiMl  Ihc  di'|i()sits  alluded  to  would  probably  have  been 
made.  The  result  of  my  application  to  tlic  cashicis  of  the  sc\-cral  i)anks  (in  all  iifteen)  is,  that  the  name 
of  the  acting  purser  of  tlic  Constitution,  on  her  anival  licr(>,  4tli  of  July,  1828,  does  not  appear  on  the 
books  of  any  one,  excepting  the  United  States  P.rancli  P.ank.  In  this  bank  he  deposited,  July  12,  1828, 
$91,500,  whicli  was  paid  to  him  on  that  day  by  nic.  and  on  the  20th  October  following  $157.43.  On  the 
21st  October  he  transferred  $10,257.43  to  "credit  of  rnited  States  Treasurer,  the  whole  amount 
deposited  bv  Mr.  Randolph,  according  to  this  statement,  is  $2,242.57  less  than  the  sum  he  received, 
$93,000.  On  the  otii  .July  1  jiaid  !iis  re.piisition  for  $1,500,  which  was  indispensable  for  immediate  use. 
Most  of  iiiis  money  was  tliercfoie  i)roliably  disbursed  without  passing  through  a  bank.  If  he  made  other 
deposits  than  tliose  mentioned,  in  any  bank,  they  could  not  have  been  in  his  own  name.  One  cashier 
only  declined  answerin--  my  ipieries.  Not  knowing  the  nature  of  the  investigation,  I  have  not  taken  the 
measures  which  1  nii.:lit  to  compel  a  disclosure,  as  it  may  not  be  advisable  to  give  notoriety  to  the 
inquiry.     Shouhl  it  lie  impertant  it  www  he  obtained. 

Very  respeclfnily,  your  obedient  servant,  RICH'D  D.  HARRIS,  Navy  Agent. 

Amos  Kendall,  Esq.,  Fourth  Auditor,  Washington. 
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40. 

Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  March  18,  1830. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  tho  15th  instant  came  to  hand  yesterday.  Mr.  Norman  is  liere:  and  after  statino- 
to  Mr.  PauMiii,;;-,  at  \e\v  York,  that  he  knew  not  what  became  of  the  money  Irlt  l>y  Mr  TiiiiLcilikc  he 
now  says  it  was  all  |uiid  a\v,iy  upon  TimbeHake's  roll,  &c.  He  has  produced  T's  laVi  nilin-is'  l„,nk  and 
says  all  the  sums  mtcivd  tli.'iriu,  under  date  of  31st  March,  1828,  were  paid  .,ut  cf  that  ninucy''  'hc 
particularly  names  y,,u  as  haviii-  received  a  part  of  it.  On  examining  the  book  1  hnd  cliaro-ed  to  you 
under  that  date,  S^T.Oii,  ior  which  you  receipted.  Now,  the  question  is,  did  you  receipt  to  Mr  Timber- 
lake,  or  on  his  book,  tor  mnney  received  of  Mr.  Randolph?  If  you  have  any  memorandum  or  recollection 
on  this  subject,  I  wisli  t^r  uilormatiou.  I  have  written  to  all  the  officers  who  have  charc-es  ao-ainst  them 
under  that  date,  tnr  1  wish  to  know  the  truth  of  this  transaction.  '^ 

There  was  also  a  .liar.^-e  against  you  of  $39,  under  the  same  date,  which  has  been  erased  Do  vou 
know  any  thing-  nl'  this  matter?  '  '' 

Your  accuunts  shall  be  attended  to  as  soon  as  I  have  disposed  of  the  calls  of  Congress,  which 
take  some  time,  interrupted  as  I  am  by  current  business. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant,  AMOS  KEND  VLL 

Lieutenant  E.  A.  F.  Vallette,  U.  S.  Navy,  Philadelphia. 


ill 


41. 

PHiLADELPHi.i,  March  23,  1830. 

Sir:  I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  in  which  you  state  "  that  Mr.  Norman  is  at 
Washington  and  has  produced  Mr.  Timberlake's  last  officers'  book,  and  says  all  the  names  entered  therein 
under  date  of  31st  March,  1828,  were  paid  out  of  that  money,  and  particularly  names  me  as  havino- 
received  part  of  it;  and  on  examining  the  book  you  find  charged  me  under  that  date  $47.06,  for  which  I 
receipted,  and  that  there  was  also  a  charge  against  me  of  $39,  under  the  same  date,  which  has  been 
erased.  In  regard  to  the  charge  having  my  receipt,  I  cannot  doubt  its  validity,  and  have  no  doubt  but 
that  it  was  paid  to  me  at  that  time  by  Mr.  Randolph,  as  I  stated  to  you  that  he  had  paid  Mr.  Timberlake's 
accounts  up  to  tlir  olst  of  March,  and  then  opened  books  in  his  own  name.  I  know  that  a  number  of  men 
had  been  disehai  -od  at  Mahon,  and  I  understood  all  the  money  left  by  Timberlake,  and  a  thousand  dollars 
which  Mr.  Raiidolpli  bon,,\ved  from  the  Dutch  consul,  had  been  expended  by  Randolph,  as  before  stated 
to  you,  but  1  had  no  recollection  of  having  been  loitneas  to  payment  of  any  of  it;  I  keep  no  memorandums 
and  many  times,  after  the  lapse  of  j-ears,  occurrences  escape  my  recollection;  had  this  book  been  pro- 
duced when  I  was  at  AVashington  it  might  have  revived  in  my  recollection  circumstances  which  I  had 
totally  foru-otteii:  but.  late  as  it  is,  I  hope  it  may  be  the  means  of  Randolph's  satisfying  the  government 
that  fir  lias  (lisl'iiisril  tin-  iiioiioy  ill  a  proper  manner.  I  only  drew  money  when  due  to  me,  always 
receipiiiiLi'  at  tlir  time  t'oi-  it;  krpt  no  account  or  memorandum,  and  would  very  naturally  forget  all  about 
sums  ami  dates  iii  a  short  time;   therefore  my  only  guide  was  my  receipt. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  ycnir  obedient  servant,  E.  A.    F.  VALLETTE. 

To  Ajios  Kendall,  Esq.,  Fourth  Auditor,  Treasury  Department. 

Bemarks  by  the  Fourth  Auditor. 

Lieutenant  Vallette's  readiness  to  believe  that  which  may  tend  to  exculpate  a  brother  officer  is  amia- 
ble; but  of  the  $47.06  charged  to  him  under  date  of  31st  of  March,  Timberlake's  memorandum  shows 
that  $20  were  paid  by  himself  before  that  day.  Moreover,  if  it  was  paid  at  that  time,  "  as  he  supposes,  it 
would  not  have  been  paid  out  of  moneys  counted  and  delivered  over  to  Lieutenant  Randolph  on  the  '3d 
April,  three  days  afterwards." 


Treasury  Department,  FuurtJi  Auditor's  Office,  April  30,  1830. 
Sir:  It  appears  on  examining  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Butler,  late  purser  of  the  United  States  74,  Dela- 
ware, that  on  the  27th  day  of  April,  1828,  he  paid  you  a  bill  due  from  the  United  States  frigate  Constitu- 
tion, amounting  to  seven  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty-three  dollars  and  sixteen  cents   ($7,183.16). 
It  further  appears  that  this  bill  includes,  for  the  purser's  department, 

300  blue  cloth  vests,  purchased  at  $1.70ii- $511  65 

250  pair  stockings,  50  cents  per  pair 125  00 

334  pair  stockings,  75  cents  per  pair 250  50 

$887  15 

As  neither  the  late  Purser  J.  B.  Timberlake,  nor  his  successor.  Acting  Purser  R.  B.  Randolph,  has 
receipted  for  the  above  articles,  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  inform  me  for  whom  they  were  jjur- 
chased,  and  by  whom  received,  that  his  account  may  be  debited  therewith. 

If  you  have  a  receipt  from  either  of  the  above-named,  or  any  other  person,  please  forward  it. 
Enclosed  I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  addressed  to  yoa  on  the  15th  instant. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AMOS  KENDALL. 
G.  Theodore  Ladico,  American  Consul,  Port  Mahon,  Mediterranean. 
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43. 

New  York,  May  13,  1880. 
Sir:  A  severe  illness  prevented  my  receiving  your  letters  of  the  Tth  instant  till  yesterday,  and  I  take 
the  earliest   opportunity   to  reply,    it  appears  that  the   acting   purser  of  the   Constitution,    Lieutenant 
Randolph,  nought  from  Messrs.  Hill  &  Blodget,  merchants,  Gibraltar,  four  boxes  of  tobacco,  belonging  to 
me;  H.  and  B.  credit  the  sales  of  them  to  me  as  follows,  viz: 

1828. 

May  13.  Three  boxes  weighing  434  pounds,  at  26  cents $112  10  2 

May  20.  One  box  weighing  138  pounds,  at  26  cents 35  10  8 


$148  72         $148  8  10 

I  liave  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SILAS  BUTLER. 
Amos  Kexdall,  Esq.,  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  WaslLington. 
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21sT  Congress.]  No.   426.  [1st  Session. 

ON    CLAIM   FOR   EXPENSES   INCURRED    ON    ACCOUNT    OP  THE    SOUTH  SE/^i  EXPLORING 
EXPEDITION,  UNDER  AN  ARRANGEMENT  WITH  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVY. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  MAY  29,    1830. 

Mr.  Campbell  P.  White,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Ben-  • 
jamiii  Pendleton,  of  Stonington,  Connecticut,  reported: 

That  the  petitioner  represents  that,  in  the  month  of  November,  1828,  being  at  New  York  with  the 
brig  Seraph,  of  Stonington,  then  having  a  cargo  on  board  on  freight  for  Malaga,  he  was  applied  to  by 
Mr.  J.  N.  Reyudlds,  as  agent  for  tlie  Navy  Department,  and  requested  by  him  to  accept  an  appointment 
in  the  cxiilnriii--  cxiii'tlitinu  at  that  time  iirc|.aring  for  the  Pacific  ocean  and  South  sea,  and  also  to  dispose 
ol  his  saiil  Ncsscl  1(1  uiivcMiiinriit  fur  that  cxiicdition;  that  petitioner  stated  to  said  agent  his  vessel  was 
cliaiti  rcl  lor   tlir  Kny.v^c   ahcaily   niciit  inncil,  and   that,  of  course,  he  must  conform  to  the  agreement  to 

by  Mr.  Ri'viidlds  to  di'lay  [iniceeding  on  the  con- 
(",.uM  br  kiiiiwn  (in  tlif  siilijcct;  that,  soon  after- 
irv  iA'  the  Na\\',  (■ininiiiinicaliug  to  him  the  deter- 
■  Department,  with  the  aiii.rubat  i..ii  uf  tiii.  rrcsi.lnii  .if  the  United  States,  that  he  would 
•eceive  the  vessel  at  such  price  as  might  \<r  lixcil  ii|niii  l.y  Mr.  Hart,  the  naval  constructor  at  Brooklyn, 
and  Mr.  Henry  Eckft)rd,  of  New  York,  pmvidcd  tlusc  grnllcmcn  should  deem  her  well  fitted  for  the 
expedition;  and  expressing,  at  the  same  timr,  disl  in.'ily,  t..  the  owner,  that,  should  the  purchase  not  be 
saiictiiincil  by  ("ungrcss,  the  vessel  would  be  rcstoi'cil  niiinipaired.  The  Secretary,  without  any  solicita- 
tion on  his  part,  trmlmMl  to  him  the  api>iiintnicnt  of  pihit  I'or  the  expedition,  with  the  compensation  of  a 
licntciiant  in  tlic  iia\  y.  'I'liat,  aftci'  the  said  proposition  and  appointment  had  been  accepted,  the  collector 
of  the  port  of  New  York  dorlinod  to  -rant  a  permit  to  n'land  tlie  cargo  without  a  special  order  from  the 
Secretary  of  the 'i'reasnry;  aii.l  tlie  ..wneis  ,,1'  tlie  eai-go  refused  to  release  the  vessel  from  the  contract 
to  carry  the  sanu-,  unless  a  sum  a  little  shert  of  s:!,()(i(l  should  be  paid  to  them  in  consideration  therefor. 
This  information  was  duly  commiinieate<l  to  the  Seerelary  of  the  Navy,  and,  in  the  meantime,  the  peti- 
tioner was  requested  by  the  agent  to  make  the  neeessary  advance  of  the  amount,  in  order  to  absolve  the 
said  vessel  from  the  engagement.  That,  snlise(|nenily,  an  order  was  received  by  the  collector  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  permit  the  reiaiKbng  oV  tlie  cargo,  which  having  been  accomplished,  the 
vessel  was  delivered  over  to  Connnudore  Chauacey,  pursuant  to  orders  received  by  that  ofScer  from  the 
Department.  The  vessel  remained  at  the  Navy  yard  at  Brooklyn,  in  possession  of  the  authorities  there, 
until  the  23d  March,  1829,  when  she  was  returned  to  the  owners,  by  an  order  from  the  present  Secretary 
of  the  Navy. 

The  committee,  having  given  the  subject  the  most  deliberate  examination,  have  arrived  at  the  con- 
clusion, that  although,  in  the  inception  of  the  arrangement  with  the  petitioner,  there  was  no  agreement 
to  indemnify  him  for  his  expenditures  f(n-  the  purposes  of  the  exjjcdition,  yet,  in  the  progress  of  the  nego- 
tiatio]),  your  committee  have  reason  to  believe  tliat  siieli  obligati.m  niay'be  reasonably  inferred  from  the 
fact  ol  its  being  biwiiuht  for\var(l  as  a  s|ieeilic  charge  against  the  government,  and  not  objected  to  by 
the  ollieer  then  at  the  head  ol'  the  \a\y  Department.  I'lider  these  cirenmstances,  your  committee  are 
disposed  to  believe  that  it  will  be  just  and  eijuitable  to  indemnify  the  petitioner  for  the  actual  expenses 
incurred  by  him  in  preparing  for  the  contemplated  voyage,  for  the  demurrage  of  his  vessel,  and  for  his 
pay  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy,  and  accordingly  report  a  bill  to  that  cfl:ect. 
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21sT  CnxGREss.]  No.   427.  [1st  Session. 

APPROPRIATIONS  NECESSARY  TO  PROVIDE  FOR  THE  INCREASED  PAY  AND  EMOLUMENTS 
OF  THE  MARINE  CORPS. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENT.\TIVES    M.\Y    2'j,     1S30. 

To  the  Hou^e  of  Representatives: 

Gentlemen:  Having  approved  and  signed  a  resolution  originating  in  tlie  Ilonse  of  Representatives 
whicli  i,n>vidrs  "that  the  pay,  snhsistenr.-,  eniolnnK.nts  and  alhwan'rcs  rcrrivcd  l.v  th,.  ullirn-s  of  the 
marine  ,■,.]  ps,  pn.vi.nis  t-  the  lirsl  of  April.  ISJ-.I.  1,,.,  and  ihr  same  is  heivl.v,  direrl,M'l  to  I.e  mntinue.l  to 
Ihcni  iV-ni  that  date  up  to  tli.'  I'sih  of  F.'l.niai'V,  js;;!,"  ,(  !„■,■ es  niv  <lutv  In  rail  the  atlenii,,,,  ,,f  Con- 
gress to  the  taet  that  the  esliiiiates  \\,v  that  hraneh  uf  the  pnl.lic  service,  suhniitted  to  them  at  the  com- 
mencement ol'  the  ]. resent  session,  were  made  with  reference  to  the  pay,  subsistence,  emoluments  and 
allowances  proviihd  lor  by  law,  and  excluding-  those  which,  previously  to  the  lat  of  April,  1829,  had  been 
made  on  the  antlmrity  of  the  Department  alone,  and  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  an  appropriation  to  meet 
the  increased  exjienditure. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

May  29,  1830. 


21sT  Congress.]  No.  42S.  [1st  Session. 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  PAY,  EMOLUMENTS,  AND  ALLO^VANCES    OF  EVERY  OFFICER  AND 
AGENT  IN  THE  NAVAL  SERVICE,  INCLUDING  THE  M.\R1NE  CORPS. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    M.AY    29,     1830. 

Navy  Department,  2Iay  29,  1830. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  dated  the  4th  of  February 
last,  I   liave   the- honor  to  transmit  sundry  papers   and  documents,  which  will  be  found  to  contain  full 
information  on  the  several  points  of  inquiry,  so  far  as  it  has  been  within  the  means  of  this  Department  to 
afford. 

I  am,  very  n^spectfully,  &c.,  JOHN  BRANCH. 

To  the  honorable  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
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Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  May  28,  1830. 
Sir:  In  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  calling  for  a  statement  of  the  regular 
pay,  emoluments,  and  allowances   of  cverv  officer  and  agent  in  the  naval  service,  together  with  state- 
ments ,.f  the  irregular  and  .■ontingent  alh.wances  made  in  the  years  Is2s  and  ls20,  tlu'  ana.nnts  received 

waitiii-  onhTs,  nr  nil  r,irhiu-h,  aii-l    to"sur-< sat    shore   siai  hi,,.,  pas„Ml   ,,i,   the   4ih   .hiv  of   February' 

referred  to  i,,e,  I  have  the  lionor  to  siiluiot  i  ahh  s  ni-irked  A  to  J,  inchisive.  Much  labor 
■  been  eneiaiiitered  in  ascertaining  the  origin  and  progress  of  each  regular  and  irregular 
•xaiiiinatioii  of  the  law,  of  the  corresp.  .n(hiiee  in  this  ofEce,  and  of  about  twenty  volumes 
iiec  in  your  ollice,  has  given  me  much  inlonnation;  but  to  answer  the  resolution  of  the 
>iuhl  leipiire  the  additional  research  of  several  months. 

Talile  A  e'niJMaees  tile  regular  allowances  of  each  grade  of  officers  in  the  navy  proper.  Their  origin 
and  ]ireuriss,  as  far  as  ascertained,  are  as  follows,  viz: 

Cijitiini  (''inniniiuliiii/  ii  ^qiimlron  On  sfpnrafe  service. — His  pay  and  rations  are  prescribed  by  the  act  of 
25tli  I'ei.iuary,  IT'.i'.i.  'i'lie  present  alhiwaiiees,  in  li(  n  of  cabin  furniture,  originated  in  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  ih.'  Na\  v  to  Uie  I'eiiiih  .\ndiier.  (hiie.i  L'sih  May,  i^JT.  He  was,  some  years  since,  allowed 
a  comnii'ssion  of  two  ami  oin.'-half  per  cent,  on  bills  iliawn  tor  the  support  of  his  squadron;  and  more 
recently  §2,000  per  year  in  lieu  of  comnnssions.  This  allowance  was  directed  to  be  discontinued  in  1826, 
though  a  few  similar  allowances  have  been  since  made. 

Captain  of  a  line-of-battle  ship.^-Ris  pay  and  emoluments  depend  on  the  same  authority  as  the 
preceding. 

Captain  of  a  vessel  of  thirty-two  guns  and  upivards. — Same,  except  that  no  allowance  is  prescribed  on 
account  of  cabin  furniture.  [It  is  "not  now  the  practice  to  order  captains  to  the  command  of  vessels  of 
this  size  or  under.] 

Cii/,/iiiii  riiiiiiiuiiiilirn/  0  ufli-i/  yard. — The  act  of  2Tth  March,  1804,  provides  that  the  pay  and  emolu- 
ments (.!'  tiie  Ciimmaialant  nf  the  Navy  yard  at  Washington  shall  be  the  same  as  those  of  a  captain  com- 
mandin-- a  ,>.piadrun  (.n  sepaiale  service.  He  claimed  house  rent,  no  quarters  being  provided  for  him. 
In  1807  thi'  (|iiesiion  was  relerred  to  the  Attorney  General,  whose  opinion  favored  the  claim.  On  the  9th 
June,  ISOT,  the  Secretary  of  tlie  N'a vv  diiecteil ' that  s:;.'i0  should  be  allowed  him  from  the  time  of  his 
appointmeiit.  Wood  was  also  allo\ve(i ;  luit  wiiat  (piaiitityl  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain.  There  is 
no  law,  so  far  as  I  know,  which  makes  any  allowance  whatever  to  a  captain  of  the  navy  in  command  of 
any  other  navy  yard.     Captains  ordered   upon  that  duty  have,  with  a  few  exceptions,  been  allowed  the 
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same  pay  and  ra-tions  as  the  commandant  of  the  Washington  yard,  upon  no  other  authority  than  orders  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.     Their  other  allowances  have  also  been  similar. 

On  the  17th  of  June,  1821,  the  allowances  of  the  commandants  of  the  yards  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H., 
Charlestown,  Mass.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  Gosport,  Va.,  were  fixed  at  twenty-eight  cords 
of  wood,  sixty-tive  dollars  per  annum  for  candles,  three  servants  at  eight  dollars  per  month  and  one  ration 
j>er  day,  each,  iiiakiu^-  tw  ruty-four  dollars  per  month  for  servants  and  rations,  and  .$300  per  year  for 
house  rent,  cxcri.t  lli-  I'liilu.l.jphia  yard,  the  commandant  of  which  was  allowed  $600  for  house  rent. 

On  the  •'Hull  May,  1Sl'4,  the  Secretary  directed  that  $100  per  month,  sixteen  rations  per  day,  sixty- 
five  dollars  per  annum  for  candles,  thirty  cords  of  wood,  three  servants  at  eight  dollars  per  month  and 
one  ration  per  day,  should  be  allowed  to  the  commandants  of  the  yards  at  Washington,  Philadelphia, 
Portsmouth,  Norfolk,  New  York,  and  Charlestown,  Massachusetts.  To  the  commandant  of  the  Philadel- 
phia yard,  the  allowance  of  $1300  for  house  rent  has  been  continued.  The  same  allowances,  with  $600 
for  house  rent,  have  since  been  extended  to  the  yard  at  Pensacola.  At  Baltimore,  and  Charleston,  S.  C, 
the  commandants  received  the  same  allowances,  except  that  they  have  but  eight  rations,  and  $300  for 
house  rent.     Where  furnished  with  houses,  no  house  rent  is  allowed. 

In  every  case,  rations  have  been  allowed  for  each  servant,  in  addition  to  his  monthly  pay,  at  a  com- 
mutation price  of  twenty-five  cents  each. 

Captain  waiting  orders,  or  on  leave  of  absence. — It  is  but  indirectly  that  any  pay  whatever  is  given,  by 
law,  to  a  captain  under  these  circumstances.  The  act  of  2 1st  April,  1806,  declares  that  captains,  mas- 
ters commandant,  lieutenants,  and  midshipmen  "  shall  receive  no  more  than  half  their  monthly  pay  during 
the  time  when  they  shall  not  be  under  orders  for  actual  service." 

On  the  1st  March,  1819,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  addressed  to  the  Fourth  Auditor  a  letter  to  the 
following  effect,  viz: 

"  You  are  authorized  to  allow  to  all  officers  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  who  are  not  on  furlough, 
full  pay  and  rations." 

Such  ailnwanccs  have  been  made  ever  since.  For  the  purpose,  I  presume,  of  entitling  all  the  officers 
of  the  navy  t(i  full  \y.\\  under  this  executive  regulation,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  1824,  issued  orders, 
directing  thou  td  Imld  f lii'iiist-lves  in  readiness  for  active  service;  and  on  the  21st  of  May,  addressed  a 
letter  t(i  tiic  Fouiiii  Audiior  to  the  following  effect,  viz: 

,  to  do  justice  to  the  officers,  and  place  them  in  a  proper  situation 
led  orders  to  them  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  for  active  service, 

^re  taken  out  of  the  purview  of  the  act  of  1806,  construed  to  be 
iititlcd  to  full  pay  and  rations. 

IsoCi,  he  receives  only  half  pay;  but  there  have,  of  late  years, 
csiiUcd  into  leave  of  absence  and  waiting  orders,  for  the  substan- 
d,  thi'ie  are  but  nine  furloughs  on  the  register  for  1830,  while 
'■Avr  <>['  absence,  or  under  examination. 

s/on/i-nf-war. — His  pay  and  rations  are  fixed  by  the  act  of  25th 
fcaliiii  funiitui-o  originated  in  tlie  same  manner  as  the  captain's. 
/•  "/'  Iriii-r  ,,/' iihsriirr. — He  is  hrought  within  the  provisions  of  the 
iaiiis,  uiiiler  .siiiiilai-  cii-eiiiiistauL-es,  are. 

s7/(vr. — His  jiay  and  ratiniis  are  fixed  by  construction  of  the  same 
i\\v»,  and  servants,  are  made  in  the  same  manner  and  depend  upon 
ptains  at  the  navy  yards. 
-He  is  put  upon  half  pay  under  the  act  of  1806. 

|)laeed  iin  tlie  I'lMitiiig  of  a.  master  eumniamlant  commanding  on 
Navy  to  the  Fnurlh  Aiiditnr,  dated  Oeceii.her  3,  1827. 
ratiniis  were  li\i'(l  at  S.'>()  per  iiieiith  ami  four  rations  per  day 
.onlh  and  one  rati.ju  by  the  act  of  2lLh  May,  1828.  His  allow- 
e  same  manner  as  the  captain's. 
irlircl  to  a  ship,  on  leave  of  absence,  or  waiting  orders. — His  pay  and 
rations  are  lixecl,  \>\  ihe  art  el  \^\\i  A|)ril,  1814,  at  $40  per  month  and  three  rations  per  day,  and  increased, 
by  the  act  of  1S2S,  $10  pei-  inontli  and  eiie  ration  [ler  day.  He  receives  full  pay  and  rations  by  the  same 
authority  as  captains  reeei\e  tlnaii  wlieii  waiting  orders  or  ou  leave  of  absence. 

Fir.-<t  lu'utinuint  (fa  luinj  i/unl. — His  pay  and  rations  are  fixed  as  last  above  stated.  His  house  rent, 
fuel,  candles,  and  servant,  rest  on  the  same  authority  as  similar  allowances  to  captains  under  similar 
cuinstances. 

Lieutenant  on  furlough. — He  is  restricted  to  half  pay,  in  accordance  with  the  act  of  1806. 
A  saih'iii/inaxter. — His  pay  and  rations  are  fixed  by  the  act  of  18th  April,  1814. 

JIasli'r  iflhr  rmismtiiilh,  X<ic  Ynr/,-,  I'hilaih'lp)hia,  Norfolk,  Pensacola,  and  Sackett^s  Harbor  stations. — 
His  pay  and  rations  are  iixed  as  alio\e.  His  house  rent,  wood,  candles,  and  servant,  depend  ou  the  same 
autliority  as  similar  allowances  to  captains  at  navy  yards. 

J/r/s/c/-  11/  llii    lintel, III  ami  l\'ii.<liiii'i/oii  slii/inii.-:. — His  pay,  emoluments,  and  allowances  are  the  same  as 

/'„n<n-  u'„  l,.,ar,l  u  s/n/,  — IHs  pa'y  and  rations  are  Iixed  l,y  the  act  of  iMli  April,  1814. 

J'lir.-^rr  ni,  ,1  .sV„/„„,.— His  pay  and  rations  are  fixed  liy  tln'  same  act  as  the  foregoing.  His  allowance 
i'or  house  rent,  fuel,  candles,  and  a  servant,  originated  in  the  same  manner  as  similar  allowances  to  cap- 
tains  of  navy  yards. 

Fur!«T  on  furlough. — He  is  placed  on  lialf  pay  by  the  authority  of  the  general  usage  of  the  Depart- 
ment only,  not  being  Included  in  the  act  of  1806. 

Jliil.-^Iii/iiiii'n. — Their  pay  and  rations  are  fixed  by  the  President,  in  pursuance  of  authority  vested  in 
him  l.y  the  act  of  18th  April,  1814. 

J'o.-<sc(l  rnUhhijmien. — Their  pay  and  rations  originate  from  the  same  source,  under  a  construction  of 
the  same  act. 

Chaplain. — His  pay  and  rations  are  fixed  by  the  act  of  18th  April,  1814. 

Captain  attached  to  a  station. — His  pay  and  rations  are  fixed  by  the  same  act  as  the  foregoing.  His 
other  allowances  originated  in  the  same  manner  as  those  of  captains  of  yards. 

Surgeons. — Their  pay  and  rations  are  fixed  by  the  acts  of  the  24th  May,  1828,  and  21st  January,  1829. 
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Their  other  allowances,  when  attached  to  navy  yards,  are  fixed  by  the  same  authority  as  tliose  made  to 
captains  of  yards. 

Assidaiit  surgeons. — Their  pay,  rations,  and  allowances  are  fixed  by  the  same  authority  as  the 
foregoing. 

CaptaMs  r/^rZ'.— His  appointment  is  authorized  by  the  act  of  March  21,  1794,  which  also  empowers 
the  President  to  fix  his  cdniiM'iisatiuu.  The  authority  is  repeated  in  the  act  of  ISth  April,  1814,  the  clerk 
being  one  i>f  the   "  petty  mIHccis." 

Cuintnmhii-i-'s  scmiuri/. — Ilf  is  appointed,  it  is  believed,  witliout  authority  of  law,  and  his  compensa- 
tion is  tixed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  The  first  estimate  for  the  payment  of  such  an  ofScer  was  in 
1828. 

Tables  B  and  C  present  tlie  regular  allowances  made  to  regular  navy  agents  and  other  ao-ents 
employed  by  the  Dcparlment.     They  originated  as  follows,  viz: 

Nary  a>/i'ii/s.--\'>y  the  act  of  March  3,  1809,  their  compensation  is  fixed  at  one  per  cent,  on  their 
disbursements,  pn.vuliMl  the  whole  amount  .shall  not  exceed  $2,000  per  year.  It  was  doubted  whether 
under  this  act,  any  allowance  other  than  this  commission  could  be  made  to  them.  It  was  some  years 
before  a  claim  for  ottice  expenses  seems  to  have  been  set  up,  and  then  it  was  i-ejected  by  the  First  Comp- 
troller. The  subject  was  referred  to  the  Attorney  General,  who  gave  an  opinion  favorable  to  the  claim. 
In  January,  1817,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  decided  "that  reasonable  clerk  hire,  stationery,  and  office 
rent  are  adinissiM(>  in  tiie  s.'ttlcment  of  navy  a.-ents'  accounts."  In  Septemb,.!-,  1819,  the  subject  was 
again  iicforc  ih.>  Atlorm  y  (Iciirral,  who  -avc  an  opinion  adverse  to  thcso  claims.  It  seems,  however,  not 
to  havo  Ih-cii  rr-anl.(l  l.y  tlir  1  (opart iiicii I ;  toi' sii.-h  allowances  have  Ihtii  mad. ■  over  since.  The  allow- 
ances at  i'.o-tnn  ami  I'iii la(lcl[>liia  had  Ihmmi  lixed,  as  they  now  stand,  in  June,  1S17,  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  .Na\y.     Tlio^-r  ai  Now  York  have  been  since  increased,  and  similar  allowances  made  at  all  the  other 

'ill.'  1.  ir.'i,L:ii  iia\y  a-.iiis  have  been  considered  as  not  embraced  in  the  act  of  1809.  Their  compensa- 
tion lias  Im.ii  iv-iilaii'.l  l.y  their  instructions  fr.iin  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which  generally  allow  from 
two  to  iw..aii.l  a  half  ]  ..a- .a  a,! .  ,,n  tli.ai-  .li,-,!  niis.an.ait  s.  'i'li.'  a--iv-ale  per  annum  depends  on  the 
auionni  .1isI.iiis.mI,  aii.l  vari.'s  rr,.m  an  ilaa.nsal.aaMe  sum   I.,  -;.'., OOO  .,r  SC.OdO. 

A'jrn/.s-  niq,!<,,i,;l  j,.r  Ihr  i,rrsrrn,l  ivn  .fin;'  ,,u/.;  ,(o.— Their  cmpensatiun  is  fixed  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy. 

Agent  to  receive  Africans  at  Liberia. — His  compensation  is  fixed  by  the  President,  by  construction  of 
the  act  of  3d  March,  1819,  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade. 

The  table  marke.l  T)  contains  a  stat.-ment  of  the  pav.  einolnments,  and  allowancr.s  made  to  each 
grade  of  ..nie.Ts  in  th.'  n.arin,'  ,-.,i-,,s,  a.aa.nlin-  i..  tl,.'  nih's  a.l..p!.al  in  th.'  selllem.ait  of  their  accounts 
previ..iis   t..   th.'   y.au-  ISi^'J.an.l    tl.eaiii.,unts   sine,,   alh.w.al    nn.l.r    the  .l.a-isi.  ,n   .if  that    yar.      As  far  as 

L,r,il.'na„l    ,;,/,,„.'/   r,„n„t  n„l;nL---\\[:    n\]\rr    was   .avaf.l    by   a'n   aet    pass.M    2:2  1    April,    ISOO,  which 

These  ha.l  been  lix.^l  by  the  aet  ..f  Maivl,  :;.l,  IT'.i'.i,  at  ::;7:.  [mt  monih,  six  rations  per  ..lav,  ^)2  per  moiiih 
for  forage.  In  June,  18UU,  it  was  .l.Ma.l.Ml  by  th.'  Secretary  of  the  Navy  that  he  must  be  considered  as  in 
conrmand  of  a  separate  post,  ami  entitle. I  t.i  .l.)iiblo  rations.  In  July,  1812,  an  act  passed  allowing  each 
officer  in  the  army  the  pay  ami  eniolum.aits  ..f  a  private  soldier,  in  lieu  of  each  waiter,  to  which  he  was 
entitled  by  the  army  regulations.  In  S.'pteniher,  1813,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  directed  the  same 
allowance  to  be  made  to  the  officers  of  the  marine  corps.  In  conseciuence,  the  lieutenant  colonel  com- 
mandant was  allowed  for  two  servants  $14.84  per  month  each,  amounting  to  $356.16  per  year.  The 
allowance  actually  made  to  him  for  fol'age  has  varied  with  those  made  to  a  lieutenant  colonel,  and  after- 
wards to  a  c.il.ini'l  in  ihe  army.     The  fuel  allowed  to  him  has  varied  in  the  same  manner.     He  is  furnished 

In  Aiay,  is^'.b  it  was  diaadial  that  the  laws  of  the  army,  passed  since  the  creation  of  his  office,  do  not 
apply  t..  him,  an.l  tli.T.-  biiii-'  n.i  law  varying  hi;  compensation  since,  he  must  be  paid  according  to  the 
law  of  17'.)'.!:  that,  bein.u'  in  e.immaml  of  tln'  iclmlr  cnrjis,  he  does  not  command  a  separate  post,  and  is  not 
entitled  1.1  d..iibl.' rati. 'lis:  an.l  that  tli.'  law  of  isii',  relative  to  servants,  does  not  applj^  to  the  marine 
corps,  and  could  mil  be  applii'.l  t.)  Ih.  iii  by  ih.'  Seiaclaiy  of  the  Navy;  and  that  he  was  not  entitled  to 
any  allowance  (..r  s.  i  vanis.  1  loin  tlu'  l.-i  April,  1sl",i.  tlierefore,  he  has  been  reduced  to  six  rations  per 
day,  to  $12  \u-i-  m.inth  Ibr  r..ra,-.',  an.l  n..  seivaiits,  e.x.a'pt  that  he  may  tak(;  waiters  from  the  line. 

Brevet  liciilrmnil  rnlnnr'^  ,; ,)„ uri „d i ,iii  ,,ii  .-//o/c.— .Vii  a.'t  of  Kllh  .\pril,  1814,  authorizes  the  President 
to  confer  brev.'t  rank  in  the  luariiie  c.irps,  ami  <  ntitl.'s  tin'  .ifliiaas  bicvi'tted  to  the  pay  and  emoluments 
of  their  bie\,i  lank  when  "commanding  scpaial.'  stati.ais  or  iletacliments."  The  rank  of  major  then 
existi'.l  in  th.'  Clips.  There  were  brevet  maj.us  when  the  i-.ups  A\as  placed  on  the  peace  establishment 
in  IS17,  ami  that  rank  was  abolished.  The  I'r.'si. lent,  h.iw.'ver.  cent inu.'d  to  make  brevet  majors.  In 
182;"),  it  was  linally  .leteniiine.l  that,  as  th.'re  was  no  such  rank  in  the  line  of  the  corps,  such  brevets  were 
not  anth.iri/.e.l  by  law,  ami  wei.'  c. uiseipient ly  \.ii.l.  'l"h.'  .'aptains  entitled  to  brevets  were  brevetted 
lieub  uaiit  col. 111.  Is.  Tlii'v  r.'i'.'ivi'.l  the  saiii.'  pay,  I'lu. ilumeiit s,  an.l  all.iwances  as  a  lieutenant  colonel  in 
the  army.  11. iw  this  i^ia.'l.'  .it  pay  came  to  be  allowed  them,  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain.  There 
was  not,  in  law  or  in  pracli..',  any  such  grade  of  pay  in  the  line  of  their  corps. 

In  May,  1829,  it  was  .1.  (i.l.'.'l  that,  inasmuch  as  they  were  brevetted  to  the  same  o-ank  as  their  lieu- 
tenant cohiiiel  conimamlaut,  tli.  y  must  have  the  same  pay  when  entitled  to  brevet  pay  at  all.  As  captains 
they  were  entitled  to  tlire.'  rations;  as  brevet  lii'iileiianl  col. mels,  when  eommanding  separate  posts,  to 
six,  the  numbiT  all..w...l    to   th.'ir   li.'ui.'nant    .-oloml   .-.  iminan.laiii :   but    tli.'v  ha.l   been  allowed  ten,  the 

double  rations  . if  a   lieiUeiiant  clou.. I  ,■ mandm-   in    ihe   army.      Th.  y  wcr.'   bioiight  down  to  six,  the 

number  belonging  to  their  brevet  rank.  Their  allowances  for  forage  and  service,  having  originated  from 
the  same  source  as  tiiose  of  the  lieutenant  colonel  commandant,  were  reduced  to  the  same  standard  for 
the  same  reason.  When  not  furnished  with  public  quarters,  they  are  allowed  the  same  house  rent  as  the 
staff  officer  of  the  corps. 

Brevet  lli'iilriiai)/  <-nl,,„rI,  cinimfnuJiiH/  q/Jnaf.—U-  als.i  la^-eiveil  the  ])ay  and  rations  of  a  lieutenant 
colonel  in   llu'  aimy,  .m    ili.'   saim'  -r.iiin.l;   an.l,  in    .M.iy,   |S2'.»,  was  pla.'.'.l,  in  this  respect,  on   the  same 

Capiuin^. — l!y  the  act  of  the  11th  .liily,  17',).'s,  Iheir  compensation  was  fixed  at  $40  per  month  and 
three  rations  per" day.     They  were  allowed  for  one  servant  by  the  same  authority  that  their  lieutenant 
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colonel  commandant  was  allowed  for  two.  An  allowance  for  wood  has  been  made  them  by  Executive 
authority,  ever  since  the  establishment  of  their  corps.  By  a  precedent  set  in  1818,  and  running  back  to 
1813,  they  have  been  allowed  for  house  rent  when  not  furnished  with  public  quarters.  When  in  com- 
mand on  shore,  they  have  received  double  rations.  By  the  decision  of  May,  1829,  they  were  deprived  of 
the  servant  and  double  rations. 

A  caplahi  ikiI  in  rovunand  received  his  lawful  pay,  rations  and  servant,  unless  on  furlough,  wlien 
only  half  pay  was  allnwcil  him.  If  attached  to  a  station,  he  has  his  house  rent  and  fuel.  The  decision 
of  May,  isi^'.'i,  to.ik  away  his  servant. 

Fird  ticitlcnant. — liy  the  act  of  11th  of  July,  1798,  his  pay  and  rations  were  fixed  at  $30  per  month 
and  three  rations  per  day.  An  act  passed  24th  April,  1816,  gave  an  additional  ration  to  each  sulialtern 
in  the  army.  In  1824,  tlie  Fourth  Auditor  applied  this  act  to  first  lieutenants  in  the  marine  corps,  and 
allowed  them  four  rations — one  more  than  their  captains  received,  and  one  more  than  was  allowed  to  tirst 
lieutenants  in  the  army.  Their  allnwanees  for  one  servant,  fuel,  and  house  rent,  originated  in  the  same 
manner  as  like  allnwanees  maile  lo  their  eajitains. 

The  decision  nt  .May,  lX-\^,  ini  ntf  liie  adeitional  ration  and  the  allowance  for  a  servant. 

Second  lieutenant.— ii'^i  pay  was  lixeil  at  S25  per  muntli,  witli  two  rations  per  day,  by  the  act  of  11th 
July,  1*198.  His  rations  were  "inereascl  to  tlnvc,  in  isls,  l,y  the  F.airih  Amlitor,  who  applied  to  liim  the 
provision  of  the  act  of  1816,  whii'h  -ives  one  adilitional  ration  to  eai-h  suhalterii  in  the  army.  One 
servant,  fuel,  and  house  rent,  were  alloW(  d  to  liim  on  tlie  same  authority  as  to  lirst  lieutenants. 

The  decision  of  May,  182'.»,  cut  oiniic  additional  ration  and  servant. 

L)etit<'n(nits  nn  .-7(o/v,  a, -Inn/  as  assislaiil  ^jiiiniri-iniis/iTS,  were  allowed,  until  1829,-  $20  per  month. 

Offurrs  (vniininiitin'j  a  pud  ur  dctiirliincnl  on  srj,iii-ate  service  have,  until  1829,  been  allowed  double 
rations. 

Ojfji-rr^  i-"mi/iir,iiliiii/  nifi r I nes  afloat  have  been  allowed  double  rations  by  authority  of  a  letter  from 
the  Secretai y  of  the  Navy,  dated  29th  March,  1805.  In  1812,  an  allowance  of  $15  per  month  was  made 
to  them  for  receiving  anil  distributing  clothing,  running  back  to  1809,  1810,  and  1811.  This  allowance 
was  continued  until  1829.  By  the  decision  of  May,  in  that  year,  both  of  these  allowances  were  discon- 
tinued. 

Paymader. — The  act  of  16th  April,  1814,  authorized  the  appointment  of  an  adjutant,  paymaster,  and 
quarterinaster,  to  in'  taken  from  the  line  ol'  cajdains  or  snhalterns,  who  were  entitled  t'_)  ri'ceive  "$30  in 
addition  to  their  pay  in  lli<'  line,  in  full  of  all  einoluments,"  Tiie  present  paymaster  is  a  captain,  and 
according  to  this  law,  whieh  has  never  been  ehan-eil,  is  entitled  to  $70  per  month,  tliiee  rations  per  day, 
and  the  other  allowances  of  a  captain.  In  1S:2."),  howevt'r,  the  Fourth  Auditor  placed  him  on  the  footing 
of  a  paymaster  in  the  army,  ,i;-ivini;'  liini  ?.'ii)  per  month,  four  rations  per  day,  and  allowance  for  two 
servants,  forage  for  two  horses,  together  with  Inel  and  house  rent.  In  1828  it  was  decided,  by  the  same 
authority,  that  he  was  entitleil  lo  eight  rations,  and  forage  for  four  horses,  and  he  claimed  $60  per  month, 
the  pay  of  a  major  of  ea\aliy  in  ilie  .niny:  l)ut  no  account  was  settled  in  which  these  allowances  were 
made  to  him,  and  the  deeision  has  heen  icNci'sed.  The  house  rent  for  the  whole  staff  was  fixed  at  $250, 
in  January,  182)3,  and  increased  to  S^ss,  in  Fehruary,  1828. 

From  the  1st  April,  1829,  his  pay  and  emoluments  have  been  brought  back  to  the  standard  pre- 
scribed by  law. 

Quartermastei'. — The  present  quartermaster  is  a  first  lieutenant,  and,  by  the  laws  referred  to,  is  enti- 
tled to  $60  per  month  and  three  rations  per  day,  with  the  other  allowances  of  a  first  lieutenant.  The 
Fourth  Auditor,  however,  a]iplied  to  him,  also,  tiie  law  of  the  army  in  relation  to  quartermasters,  and 
allowed  him  $60  per  liionth,  I'oni-  rations  per  day,  two  scrvanis,  forage  for  two  horses,  witli  fuel  and 
house  rent.  By  a  precedent  scd  in  is-_>:;,  hi'  was  also  allnwed  §;i()  [ler  month,  as  commissary  of  subsist- 
ence. By  anthoriiy  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  1805,  he  was  also  allowed  $150  "per  year  as 
superintc'ndent  of  the  armory.      His  house  rent  \vas"increased,  in  1828,  from  $250  to  $288. 

From  the  1st  .\pril,  is-j;),  his  pay  and  emoluments  have  been  made  to  conform  to  existing  laws,  and 
his  extra  allowances  have  l.een  discontinued. 

Adjiildiil  and  Inspector. — The  present  adjutant  and  inspector  is  a  first  lieutenant,  and  by  law  is 
entitled  to  SCiO  per  month,  three  rations  per  day,  and  all  oilier  allowances  made  to  his  lineal  rank.  It 
does  not  appear  that  he  was  placed  on  a  similar  footing  with  the  other  staff  oflSccrs  until  1828,  when  it 
was  decided  that  he  should  be  allowed  f  >rai;-(>  for  two  liorses,  and  an  additional  servant.  His  allowance 
for  house  rent  was  also  increased  from  $l>()(I  to  $288. 

From  the  Isi  .\pril,  Is-J'.i,  his  pay  and  emoluments  have  been  reduced  to  the  standard  of  the  law. 

In  every  case  where  a  servant  is"  mentioned,  it  should  be  recollected  that  the  real  allowance  is  $14.84 
in  money;  and  when  fuel  is  mentioned,  it  is  $T  for  every  cord  of  wood  staled  to  be  allowed. 

Table  marked  E,  presents  sundry  allowances  made  l>y  the  Navy  Department  to  persons  receiving 
salaries  from  the  government.  The  Navy  Connuissioners  lia\e  lieenpaid  traveling  expenses  and  a  per 
diem  allowance  when  alisenton  pnlilic  Inisiness,  u|ion  the  gi-onnd  that  lliey  are  captains  of  the  navy,  and, 
as  such,  entitled    lo  those  allowances.      Ipon  similar  gionmls    have   thcv  lieeii   paid  tor  extra  services. 

The  same  rules  of  allowance  have   1 n  extended   to  their  secretary,  although   he  is  not  an  officer  of  the 

navy.  The  salary,  as  well  as  other  allowances  of  the  engineer  lor  liuildin,g  dry  docks,  were  fixed  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  1828.  The  salaries  lo  the  si'cretaiies  of  the  navy  pension  and  hospital  funds 
were  fixed  by  the  commissioners  ol'  those  funds.  The  commissions  paid  for  pui-chase  of  stocks  were,  I 
believe,  in  every  instance,  sanctioned  hy  tin.'  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

The  commissions  paid  Mr.  M'Daniel,  as  special  agent,  were,  as  far  as  I  know,  authorized  only  by 
usage. 

Tables  marked  F  and  G  exhibit  the  allowances  other  than  regular  allowances  made  during  the 
years  1828  and  1829.  For  greater  convenience,  the  traveling  expenses  have  been  separated  from  the 
others.  The  traveling  expenses  of  all  officers  traveling  under  orders  were  fixed  at  fifteen  cents  per  mile, 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  March,  1817. 

The  amount  allowed  for  traveling  expenses  in  1828,  was $37 ,  888  56 

The  amount  allowed  for  traveling  expenses  in  1829,  was 23,205  70 

Difference  in  favor  of  1829 $14, 682  86 
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The  other  irreg-nlar  allowances  not  G\oi\  li_y  Lnv  a\o  containnl  in  table  G. 

When  the  allowance  of  comini=!si(in-,  1(11  (li>n\i,u  InlK  ni  i^m  it,  d  ,,i  l.\  w  h,it  anlhui  ity,  I  know  not. 
When  allowed  to  captains  in  the  na\;',  n  \\  is  u\i\  a.w-l^  m,  mh  ,1  i  .  ii  m.  i-,  th(  n  (  hhiIiiiih  uts  It  has 
had  the  same  effect  upon  pnisers  ^\h<  n  ill  i\  (  It)  I'm  i  \  u  d  .  I  Lu  >v  \\'i(  n  tu  ,  11.. \\  un  ol  t\>-o  and 
a  half  ppi  rent  romnus^ion  to  acting  p  ii  >  is  .  hi,i,„  ,i.  (  .1  ui  hy  \\lKit  auihuiuj.  It  i6  but  a  iaii  allow- 
ance III  111  in\  (  -.,  II  s  Mil  II  li  i^  111  nil  till  II  (  iii[i  lis  it  inn  exorbitant.  No  reason  is  perceived  why 
the}  nil     ii    1    I  I  1    [1   111    IS   uiiiil  ]iuis(i-.    111     I  1.   i-t    I  li\(  d  monthly  allov/ance. 

All     'I    N    I  I    I    II     '     III      I    I  .    I  II   1    I  11, It  w  is  liuiuorly  made  to  recruiting  ofScers,  and  is  still 

contniui  ill  1  1,11  ( iiiiiilii(.s;  but  I  know  not  when  it  originated.     On  the  3d 

Decenil'i       1    _  i  i    i  ti  1  that,  fiom  the  1st  of  January,  1828,  the  same  allow- 

ance sh  iiM  I  ,      4  ititiucd  at  lecruiting  rendezvous,  as  are  made  to  those 

attacht  il  t  i  1   i\  1  II     ,     .1  ...1l  ail.  luanoe  tor  necessary  expenses,  office  rent,  mxisic,  and  station- 

ei;v.  'Ill'  "  I'll'  mil  \^  is  i  \ii  i  h  d  to  buigeons  and  lieutenants,  with  the  exception  of  expenses,  &c. 
MidbljipiiM   l^\.ll   iliii  .  ti  il  t  .  I  .    lU  )wed  $3  per  week. 

The  allu\\<iii(e  In  iiiiiil.ii.,  i  uuits-maitial  as  witnesses,  members,  or  judge  advocate,  originated 
with  the  Sc  letaiy  nl  tii  \  i\\  Init  1  km  w  imt  when.  Citizens  attending  as  witnesses  are  allowed  $3 
per  day;  ofticeis  of  tin  u  i\  \  'si  i')  H,  ni  m'  is  of  the  court  have  generally  been  allowed  $1.60, 
sometini  'S  $o  The  pnLi  hK  m  ip  ii  i  i  i  n  is  generally  allowed  $10  per  day,  during  his  actual 
attendance   and  toi  ,i  n  i-   n  iM    '         I  up  tin  kiui-iI      Officers  of  the  navy,  acting  in  that  capacity, 

are  allu\M  d  h  lit  til  It  slim       -  i         i  t  iiu  in  tn  it  i  ']' " ''^    li  n  e  lieen  allowed  gross  sums  to 

alaitj,(   .iiiKiunt      IIiim    in  \  ii  idn    'n  w  ih  li  tin  si    illnw  mces  are  regulated. 

'ilii  all  \.ai..  Ill  ai  iid  i  _  ih  I  u  '  I  i  thciviiniu  timi  <il  lunKhipmi'n  has  originated,  I  presume, 
from  tl  I  .ml  li  is  nut  Ikh  n  c  nuincd  to  any  written  rule;  at  lea.st,  none  such  is  to  be  found  in 

thiii  .ii  I    _o   iiiidsliipmen  were  authoiized,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  receive  traveling 

exp(  11  11  ill.    pi, ice  of  examination,  but  no  per  diem  while  attending.     The  rule   was  after- 

waidb  lIi..,!.  1  II  1  ih.  \  \\(  11'  drn'od  travi'hnc;-  exjiciisi  s  fn  the  place  of  examination,  but  allowed  a  per 
diem  ot  ijl  oo  ^\l,d.  iiii  inlin,  II  tin  \  .!  d  n  it  ;.  iss  tin  a  ^\  i  re  allowed  nothing.  The  present  Secretary 
of  the  Navj  h  is  .1.  i  nl.  .1  i..  dlnw  iln  m  ii  i\ .  bn^  .  \p  lis.  s  tu  the  place  of  examination,  and  a  per  diem  when 
theyp.ass  in  an_'  i.n.'  biam  li  ut  iinal  si.i\  .  .-    is  w ,  |1  ,is  tin  u  traveling  expenses  to  their  homes  or  stations. 

It  has  been  the  practice  to  pay  the  passage  of  officers  ordered  home  from  foreign  stations,  or  sent 
home  on  account  of  ill  health,  when,  in  consequence  of  having  no  opportunity  to  return  in  a  public  vessel, 
they  ai(>  und(  r  the  necessity  of  coming  in  merchantmen  or  packets.  I  do  not  know  when  it  originated. 
The  becietaiy  uf  the  Navy  directed  that  the  passage  money  of  seamen  discharged  in  foreign  countries 
shall  be  paid,  unless  theie'was  an  ojipoi tiiiuly  for  them  to  return  in  public  vessels. 

The  allowance  of  ditference  of  pay  and  rations  is  authorized,  by  the  navy  regulations,  to  officers 
necessanly  acting  m  situations  above  then  lank.  There  is  no  law  which  sanctions  the  allowance.  The 
present  becietaiy  has  duected  that  these  allowances  shall  be  confined  to  cases  where  ihe  claimant  has 
received  an  acting  appointment  and  been  rated  according  to  Ins  acting  rank  on  the  pay  roll. 

In  th(>  exiilanatiiiy  cases  attached  to  the  table  will  be  found  a  history  of  the  allowance  of  a  commis- 
sion on  nmrn  vs  |.ku.I  to  mechanics  and  laborers  at  the  several  navy  yards,  together  with  many  other  mat- 
ters, Si.liii;\\li';il    111  drtail. 

Opp  isi:i.  Ill'  miscellaneous  items  in  the  table  will  be  found  references  to  the  authorities  upon  which 
those  alliiw,iiii;i's  luive  been  made,  in  cases  not  embraced  in  the  foregoing. 

By  the  recapitulation  annexed  to  the  table,  it  appears  that  the  aggregate  of  these  allowances  was, 

For  1S2S , §144,3.58  02 

For  1829 86,493   18 

Difference  in  favor  of  1829 $.37,8(34  84 

Add  difference  in  traveling  expenses 14, 652  86 

Total  difference  in  these  contingent  allowances $72,547  70 

Table  marked  H,  exhibits  the  names  of  all  officers  who  were  on  leave  of  absence,  waiting  orders,  or 
on  furlough,  within  the  years  1828  and  1829,  the  time  each  has  been  in  that  situation,  and  the  amount  of 
public  money  paid  to  each  during  that  time.  Table  marked  I,  exhibits  the  same  facts  in  relation  to  sur- 
geons and  assistant  surgeons,  including  those  upon  shore  stations. 

The  am.  unit  p;iid  captains  thus  situated  is  . .  .' $10.5,052  48 

The  aim  mill  puid  masters  commandant 27,207  39 

The  aimmiit  pan!  Inmitenants 190,197   95 

The  aiiniiint  pani  pur,sers 10.868   30 

The  am. mm  panl  .liaplains 1.388   77 

The  aim. mil  pai.l  midshipmen 21,558   72 

The  ann.unt  paid  sailing-masters 5.203   80 

The  amount  paid  boatswains ^'f^^  l^ 

The  amount  paid  gunners p^  ^^ 

The  amount  paid  carpenters ^^-"^  00 

■$370,189  75 

Add  amount  paid  to  surgeons 154,398  14 

Add  amount  paid  to  assistant  surgeons 9,835  73 

Total  in  these  tables $534,425  62 

Deduct  amount  paid  to  surgeons  and  assistant  surgeons  at  shore  stations 147,142  41 

$387,283  21 


This  sum,  $387,283.21,  was  paid  to  persons  who  were  not,  during  the  time  they  received  it,  rendering 
any  service  to  the  country, 
vol..  m 87  h 
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The  Naval  Register  of  1830  shows: 
Thirty-seven  captains,  of  whom  there  were  on  farlough,  leave  of  absence,  waiting  orders,   sus- 
pended, or  under  arrest 11 

Thirty-nine  masters  commandant,  same 8 

Two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  lieutenants,  same 113 

Thirty-four  surgeons,  same 6 

Thirty -one  assistant  surgeons,  same t 

Sixteen  acting  assistant  surgeons,  same 0 

Forty-thi'ee  pursers,  same 10 

Nine  chaplains,  same 1 

Forty-one  passed  midshipmen,  same IS 

Four  hundred  and  thirty-five  midshipmen,  same,  and  on  examination 12.3 

Thirty- two  sailingmasters,  same 11 

Eighteen  boatswains,  same 4 

Twenty  gunners,  same 3 

Sixteen  carpenters,  same 2 

Sixteen  sailmakers,  same 3 


Hence,  it  appears  tliat  the  proportion  of  oflicers  and  petty  officers  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States, 
wholly  unemployed,  is  nearly  one-third  of  the  entire  corps.  As  this  was  the  case  when  the  i-egister  was 
made  out,  it  may  be  presumed  that  it  presents  a  fair  average  of  the  number  of  those  who  are  constantly 
unemployed. 

By  the  same  evidence,  it  appears  that  the  number  of  those  actually  at  sea,  is: 

Of  captains 6 

Of  masters  commandant 12 

Of  lieutenants 101 

Of  surgeons 17 

Of  assistant  surgeons 19 

Of  acting  assistant  surgeons 11 

Of  pursers 20 

Of  chaplains 3 

Of  passed  midshipmen 17 

Of  midshipmen 280 

Of  sailingmasters 3 

Of  boatswains 10 

Of  gunners 10 

Of  carpenters n 

Of  sailmakers   13 

533 

Hence,  it  appears  that  only  a  little  more  than  half  of  the  whole  corps  are  actually  employed  in  sea 
service.  The  residue,  not  on  leave  of  absence,  &c.,  189  in  number,  are  employed  in  the  navy  yards,  in 
recruiting,  in  receiving  ships,  in  the  ships  in  ordinary,  &c.,  &c.  It  therefore  takes  189  officers  on  shore, 
or  thereabouts,  to  keep  533  afloat,  while  332  are  resting  from  their  labors.  Many  of  those  on  shore  are 
paid  better  than  those  afloat,  and  all,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  on  furlough,  as  well. 

An  accurate  calculation  of  what  proportion  of  the  three  millions  annually  appropriated  for  tlie  ser- 
vice of  the  navy,  which  is  paid  to  the  navy  actually  afloat,  and  what  is  paid  at  home  to  keep  up  the 
establishment,  would  present  interesting  results. 

I  return  table  J,  with  this  report,  it  being  impracticable  to  ascertain  the  amounts  which  have  been 
paid  to  the  officers  therein  named. 

I  could  wish  this  report  were  more  perfect.     By  continued  investigations,    I  hope  to  make  myself 
master  of  all  the  regulations  which  have  ever  existed  in  the  Navy  Department,  wherever  concealed. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AMOS  KENDALL. 

Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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A  statement  of  the  amount!^  paid  or  allowed  to  each  grade  of  o; 
Slate.-<,  excluding  the  marine  corps,  ic 


>-s  employed  in  the  naval  sen 
a  the  years  1828  aiid  18:>9. 


■e  of  the  United 


Rank. 

1 

li 

1    B 

1 

1 
1 

1 

a 

11 

li 

it 

°  a 

£ 

1 

1 
< 

1 
g 
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i"  -J 

P  - 
i  1 
=  1 

it 

ii 
^  1 . 
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1 

Sioo 
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T5 

100 

100 
100 

60 

60 

60 
30 
60 
60 

60 
50 
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40 
40 
40 

40 
20 
19 
25 
40 
40 
50 
GO 
iS 
65 
60 
70 
70 
80 
60 
65 
70 
SO 

30 
35 

35 

40 

40 
45 
25 

$1,200 
1,200 

1,200 

900 
1,200 

1,200 

1,200 
600 

720 

720 

720 
300 
720 
720 

600 
600 

15 

8 

6 
16 

8 

8 

$1,460  00 
730  00 

730  00 

547  50 
1,460  00 

730  00 

730  00 

30 
25 

20 

S300 
300 

240 

Captain  of  a  line-of-battle  ship 

Captain  of  a  vessel  of  32  guas  and 

3,230  00 
2,170  00 

Captain  of  a  vessel  of  20  and  under 

Captain  on    Baltimore    or  Charles- 

S6.;ao 
300 

30 
30 

■"■■■|;;" 

■■■■■■;^^*""'; 

180 

65 

3 

561  75 

Captain  waiting  orders  or  on  leave 

1,930  00 
600  00 

Master  commandant  in  command  of 

5 
5 
5 

456  25 
456  25 
456  25 

15 

180 

Master  commandant  waiting  orders 
or  on  leave  of  absence 

1,176  25 

2,010  75 

360  00 

2,010  75 

1,296  25 

965  00 

1,492  25 
300  00 
662  50 

1,141  75 
941  75 
662  50 

1,141  75 
240  00 
319  25 
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062  50 

1,141  75 

300 

20 

120 

40 

2 

374  50 

5 
5 

456  25 
456  25 

365  00 
365  00 



300 

20 

120 

40 

' 

374  50 

10 

120 

tached  to  a  ship,  on  leave  of  ab- 

rirst  lieutenant  of  a  navy  yard 

200 

20 

120 

20 

I 

187  25 

480 
480 
480 

480 
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12 
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72 
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20 

1 
1 
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12 

72 
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1 
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Purser  on  furlough 

Midshipman 
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2 
2 

3 
6 

4 
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Chaplain 
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9 

54 

12 

'' 
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Surgeon  over  fire  years,  on  shore. . . 
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20 
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1 
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1,270  00 

391  25 

Commodore's  secretary 

9125 

ei  nun  ,    -  ,to^. 

1,091  25 

_J 
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E. 

Statemfnt  of  alloioances  made  in  the  Navy  Department  to  persons  receivinq  salaries  fn 
the  years  1828  and  1829,  arid  former  allowances  of  the  same  nature  to  the  sa 


the  govern; 
<ame  persons. 


■rington Comu 


Daniel  T.  Patterson....     Com: 


Chas.  W.  Gold.'iborough.i   Sec.  toNavy  Commiss'rs  . 


Services  as  commissioner  of  the  breakwater  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Delaware  Bay,  from  9tli  .Tune,  1828,  to  2d  February, 
1829,  239  days,  at  S4..')0  per  clay 

Traveling  expenses  from  Washington  to  Pensaeola  vi: 
Orleans,  in  1829,  1,401  miles 

Detention  at  Pensaeola  and  Tortngas,  selecting  a  site 
navy  yard,  19  days,  at  $4. 50  per  day 

Traveling  expenses  from  Norfolk  to  Washington,  229 

Traveling  i 

458  miles 

Detention  i 


spenses  from  Washington  to  Norfolk  and  back, 
at  15  cents 

Norfolk  in  the  execution  of  public  duties,  3  days, 


Loamrai  Baldwi 


Charles  Ilay  Ch'f  cl'k  Navy  Depar't. 

i 

j 
Benjamin  Jlomans Clerk  Navy  Department 

Thomas  Fillebrown,  jr. .     Clerk  Navy  Department 

John  Boyle '   Clerk  Navy  Department, 


Traveling  expenses  from  Washington  to  Norfolk  via  Baltimore, 

496  miles,  at  15  cents 

Detention  at  Norfolk  on  public  business  in  May,  1829,  7  days, 

at  83 

Traveling  expenses  from   Washington   to  Norfolk   in   July, 

1829,  458  miles,  at  15  cents 

Detention  at  Norfolk,  3  days,  at  $3 

Traveling  expenses  from  Washington  to  Portsmouth,  N.  H., 

and  back,  in  October,  1829,  1,000  miles 

Detention  at  Portsmouth,  Boston,  NewTork  and  Philadelphia, 

12  days,  at  $3  


Traveling  expenses  from  Washington  to  Pensaeola  via 

Orleans,  and  back,  in  1829,  2,802  miles,  at  15  cents  .. 
Detention  at  New  Orleans  and  Pensaeola,  78  days,  at  i 

per  day 

Traveling  expesnes  from  Washington  to  Portsmouth,  N. 

and  back,  in  October,  1829,  1,000  miles 

Detention  at  Portsmouth,    Boston,   New  York  and  Philr 

phia,  12  days,  at  $3 


Traveling  expenses  from  Washington  to  Portsmouth,  N.  H., 
and  back,  in  July,  1828,  1,000  miles,  at  15  cents 

Detention  at  Philadelphia,  New  York,  Boston  and  Ports- 
mouth, at  $1.50 

Traveling  expenses  from  Washington  to  Portsmouth,  N.  H., 
and  back,  in  October,  1829,  1,000  miles 

Detention  at  Portsmouth,  Boston,  New  Y'ork  and  Philadel- 
phia, 10  days,  at  $3 


11,075  50 
210  15 


$74  40 
21  00 


5359  10 
$420  30 


3fi  00 
$957  30 


Traveling  expenses  from  Norfolk  to  Washington,  in  April, 
1829,  229miles,  at  15cents 

Traveling  expenses  from  AYashington  to  Pensaeola,  in  1829.  j 
999  miles,  at  15  cents j 

Board  at  Pensaeola  while  on  survey  of  the  navy  yard,  from 
15th  May  to  1st  June,  1829,  18  days,  at  $2.03 [ 


$34  35 
149  85 


Salary  as  secretary  to  the  navy  pension  fund,  from  1st  Jan- 
uary, 1824,  to  1st  January,  1829,  at  $250 

Commission  on  purchasing  stock  on  $675,264.89,  at  i  percent 


Salary  as  secretary  to  the  navy  pension  fund,  from  1st  April 
to  21  st  May,  1829,  at  $250  per  annum 

Salary  as  secretary  to  the  navy  hospital  fund,  from  7th  Novem- 
ber, 1825,  to  16th  May,  1829,  at  $250  per  annum 


$1,250  0 
3,376  3 


Salary  as  secretary  to  the  privateer  pension  fund,  from  1st 
April,  1816,  to  31st  December,  1829,  at  $250  per  annum. . . 

Commission  on  purchasing  stock  for  the  fund  on  $46,000,  at  l 
percent,,  allowed  by  B.  W.  Crowninshield,  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  under  whose  authority  the  purchase  was  made,  10th 
February,  1817 


$35  02 

$981  25 

$3,187  50 
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E. — Sfafemenl  of  aUowances  made  in  the  Navy  Department — Continued. 


George  Macdaniel . . 


$1,400  Clerk  to  the  navy  pension  fund  from  1st  July,  1817,  to  28th 
February,  1829,  at  $250  per  annum 

Commission  on  purchasing  United  States  bank  stock  for  the 
fund,  during  the  same  period 

Commission  on  miscellaneous  expenditures 

Commission  on  his  expenditures  as  special  agent  for  paying 
small  claims,  from  October  10,  1812,  to  March  14, 1829. . . . 


82,916  66 
1,218  77 


F. 

A  statement  showing  the  awmmf  jmid  to  .sundry  officers  and  agents,  in  the  years  1828  and  1829,  for  traveling 
expenses,  at  the  rate  of  lil'ti'm  <-c)tt.^  per  mile,  agreeably  to  the  regidations  established  March  30,  1818,  by 
B.  W.  Crowinshield,  Scrrdary  <<f  the  Navy. 

Names  and  rank.  Traveling  expenses 

at  15  cts.  per  mile. 
1828. 

P.  C.  Valdos,  midsliiiiman $44  10 

Francis  IIii-vi-,   midshipman 79  35 

W.  H.  rciMilcti.il,  midshipman 41    10 

Joseph  Coh.m,  midshipman 54   90 

A.  L.  Dale,   midshipman 32   10 

B.  W.  Hunter,  midshipman   33  30 

W.  E.  Hunt,  midsliipinan 59   40 

J.  M.  Gri.T,  .-liaplaiii 60   90 

J.  T.  Mcl-au-hliii,   iiiidsldpman 40  05 

J.  L.  Chauiiccv.  licutciumt 68  40 

W.  J.  H.  UulMTlsun,  midshipman 34  35 

W.  H.  l!ni\viic,    midshipman 34   35 

W.  Setnu,  licufcnant 120   15 

J.  T.  Gnllin,  midshipman 40  05 

H.  d.  ]\inl.  midsliipman 34   35 

A.  S.  Campl.cU,  lieutenant 68  40 

AVdliam  liimaii,  lieutenant 50  85 

W.  H.  (iai-dincr,  lieutenant 68   TO 

A.  E.  Kcnnciv,  sui-cnn's  mate 54  90 

T.  McK.  r,neliaiiaii,  lieutenant 54   90 

D.  B.  EidgcJy,  midshipman Ill  90 

G.  C.  Asliton,  midshipman 68  40 

James  Herriot,  midshipman 69  00 

E.  AY.  StuU,  midshipman 34  35 

W.  T.  Mure,  midshipman 12  GO 

W.  D.  Sladc,  midshipman 33  30 

J.  M.  Liickcrt,  midshipman 120  00 

Wm.  B.  Shubrick,  master  commandant 29  70 

Wm.  Wheelan,  surgeon's  mate 55  40 

E.  G.  Tilton,  midshipman 26  55 

J.  E.  Sands,  lieutenant 13  35 

John  Buehamui,  midshipman 46  95 

R.  Barnum,  a.sisu.nl  surgeon 14   85 

J.  E.  Bruwi.c,  midshii.mau     18   75 

B.  F.  Pinekney,  midshipman 40   05 

W.  A.  Patterson,  midshipman 40  05 

G.  W.  Palmer,  surgeon's  mate 54  90 

W.  C.  Griffin,  midshipman 47   10 

George  McCreery,  midshipman 68  40 

R.  E.  Johnson,  midshipman 68  40 

H.  A.  Steele,  midshipman 68  40 

A.  M.  Henderson,  midshipman 38  55 

W.  M.  Walker,  midshipman 34  35 

S.  Humphreys,  lieutenant 54  90 

A.  K.  Long,  midshipman SO  10 

G.  L.  Seldon,  midshipman 34  35 

J.  C.  Graham,  midshipman 34  35 

C.  S.  Ridgely,  midshipman 68  40 

D.  F.  Dulanv,  midshipman 34  35 

J.  T.  Lipsi'nml.,  captain's  clerk 68  40 

J.  P.  Zaiilziiiucr,   lieutenant 68  40 

D.  G.  Fanauut,  lieuiciiaut .' 173  30 

G.  G.  Williamsni,,    iiiidshipmau -. 68    40 

W.  M.  A.  M V,  midshipman 68  40 

T.  Dade,  midshipuiaii 29  40 

F.  E.  Joyner,  midshipman 72  45 

Joseph  W.  Jarvis,  midshipman 27  00 
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W.  M.  Armstrons-,  lieutenant $33  90 

H.  C.  Flao-nn,  midshipman 63  45 

Robert  Deaeon,  niidshipinaii 21   OU 

James  M.  Fraile.y,  lieutenant 28  20 

S.  B.  Wilson  lieutenant 40  45 

W.  M.  Wood,  assistant  snro-eun 155  25 

C.  W.  Moro-an,  eaiitain 149  85 

J.  F.  .Mill.T,  midslii]Hnan 131   80 

Robert  J.nies,  midshipman 131    80 

G.  A.  O'Brien,  midshipman 94  90 

A.  E.  Kennedy,  suro-eon's  mate 30  00 

Wm.  E.  Speneer,  midsliipman 13   00 

P.  xM.  Box,   midsliipman 20  55 

Samuel  P.  Tndd,  i.nrser 120  00 

F.  Smitli,   mi.lshi],man 13  00 

H.  Mdllin,  Uii.Uliipman 13   00 

n.  Paulding,  midshipman 76  00 

H.  C.  Hinton,  midshipman 20  55 

C.  W.  Rid^el^,  chaplain 14  85 

Mordecai  Morgan,  .surgeon 18   70 

John  W.  West,  lieutenant 30  00 

J.  M.  Southard,  midshipman 30  00 

Joseph  Mattison,   lieutenant 9  90 

Ales.  McCluney,  midshipman 4T   25 

John  T.  Williams,  midshipman 13  35 

B.  F.  Sands,  midshipman 47   25 

Charles  Sperry,  midshipman 43  35 

H.  W.  Bassctt,  surgeon 14   85 

John  Gallagher,  captain 44  85 

W.  H.  Gardner,  lieutenant 54   90 

A.  A.  Ilolcoml),   midshipman 96  75 

W.  W.  Duke,  midshipman 05  40 

C.  Lowndes,  lieutenant 69  40 

R.  Voories,  lieutenant 60   90 

Geo.  W.  (  "ndwise,    sni-eun 31   50 

John  A.  Winsl.Av.  nnd^,lii|inian 31   50 

E.  W.  Carp.'nl.M-,  lieutenant 31   50 

B.  W.  Turner,  mi.isiiipman 74   85 

B.  P.  Kissum,  surgeon 265  35 

M.  C.  Perry,  master  commandant 31  50 

Charles  Cobb,  gunner 31   50 

Sp.  C.  Gist,   midshipman 3150 

Thos.  W.  Freelon.   lieutenant 69  60 

Geo.  S.  Blake,  lieutenant 99  75 

T.  A.   Mull,    midshipman 31  35 

E.  Seh,  iin.Thorn,    midshipman 210   90 

N.  (!.   Lawivn.e,    inidsliipnian 1«5    85 

Jacob   Mull,  salllle^inasler 31    35 

II.  K.  Thairher,  midsl,ipn,an    30   60 

R.  H.  Morris,  midsliipman 34  05 

Wm.  H.  llurner,  lanl.mant ^9   85 

J.  E.  liispham,  mi,lshipman 148   95 

C.  11.  MeBlair,  m.dsl,i,,n,an 1^6  60 

■   Wm.  Hinhniore,  smgeon 31   50 

T.  A.  J(.ne,s,    master"  c.nnnandant 130   80 

John  Calhoon,  midshipman 215    (0 

A.  Lewis,  lieutenant 173  10 

John  0.  Creightnn,  captain 18  00 

0.  II.   Davis,    midshipman 235   05 

Joseph  V.    Creen,   midshipnuu, 124   35 

Robeil  .1.  Dndd,  Mir.-,, Ml 44   10 

D.  G.   \Vo,Mll,iidge,  midshii.man 1    «0 

C.  Beimett,   sailmgmaster 62  70 

Loammi  Baldwin, "engineer 1 , 282  34 

James  Alden,  jr.,  midshipman 16  80 

John  Porter,  master   cmmandant. 9   60 

J.  P.  Parker,   midshipman ^   <'0 

Jo.seph  R.  Jarvis,  lieutcmmt 39  75 

James  Brookes,  purser 34  00 

Saudford  A.  Street,   midshipman 31  50 

Jesse  Smith,  lieutenant ?}  ^^ 

Henry  Bruce,    lieutenant 31   50 

Wm.  P.  J„m's,  mi.lshipman 30   00 

Wm    11    (;ai-,hi.T     li.aii.mant        100   00 

II.  M.  ri,.u'st,m,  n'n,lslii,,iiKui. '. '.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.".'.".".'.'..... 21   45 

E.  M.  Russell,   midshipman 33  90 
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John   Fislior,  mi-lsliipman 

Alex.    G:l.s.,ii,    lui.lshipn.aii 

Charles  ^.V.  (luv.  initlsliipman.  . , 

Peter  Cliristie,  sui-rui, 

L.    Stoddait,    ini.lshipinal, 

Levi  LilH-nl.i,  micUliiiMnaii 

S.  Barrin-tun,  s,ii  uv,m-s  mate.. 

F.  A.  New,. II.   nii.lsl.ii.iiian 

Georo-e  W.  Tavlur.  inia.liii.n.ai!. 

F.  B..'Wri-hr,    niKL-liipmaii 

James  D.  Kni^-ht,  lientfiiaiit.  . . 
K.  E.  McMullen,  inidshii.iiiun.  .. 

A.  K.  Long,  lieutenant. 

Jacob  Jamison,  surgeon's  mate 
Edward  Freeman,  lieutenant.. 
L.  B.  Hunter,  surgeon's  mate. .. 

M.  V.  Taylor,  midshipman , 

C.  T.  Bell",  midshipman   

J.  S.  Paine,    midshipman 

R.  P.  Macomber,  surg-emi's  mati 

R.  R.  Pinkham,    lieutenant 

S.  W.  Stockton,  midshipman... 
Wm.  A.  Patterson,  midsliipman. 
John  T.Williams,  midshipman. 

Mark   Hair,  midsliipman 

John  A.  ("Mvlr,  iiii,!<!i]pmaii 

R.  L.  Til-ii'iaaii,  lii.dshipman... 
L.  P.  Hi-I. 

G.  L.  riail 
J.   S.  Missinnm,    midshipman... 
J.  B.  Walback,   midshipman.... 

L.  Pennington,  midshipman 

P.  Drayton,  midshipman 

John  Boarden,  midsliipman 

W.  M.  Gh^ndv,  midsliipman.... 
W.  H.  Tnske.p,    mi.lshipman..., 

E.  H.  Perkins,  midshipman 

Robert  IIan.lv,  midsh;pm:An 

L.  C.  F.  Faii.'.,  mid.diipman 

G.  M.  Mercdiili,  midshipman.... 

Thomas  Dillanl,  sm-enn 

AYm.  M.   Walker,    midshipman., 

A.  K.  Yancey,  nnilshipman 

Wm.  J.  Belt,  lient.maut 

Edward   Hnpkinsnn,   midshipmai 


dslnpn 


K..l.r 


F. 


Islupn 


dshipnK 
.idsinpn 


npn 


,  ^V.  Sti 
G.  L.  eel 
G.  Blacknall,  surgeon's  mate. . 

R.  M.  Hunter,  midshipman 

Wm.  Johnson,  surgeon's  mate. 

G.  C.   Aslilnn,    midshipman 

Joseph  W.  .larvis,    midshipman 

John  A.  Puss,   midshipman 

L.  L.  Spill 
John  K.  ('> 
W.  R.  Ta\ 
W.  J.  Mr'( 
G.  F.  Emu 
J.  B.  Dalh 

P.  F.  Biadle..,    midshipman 

A.L.Chase,  midshipman 

J.  Ferguson,  sailiimmasiir 

P.  L.    Gansevoort,    saihn-masler, 

R.  J.  Dodd,  sur-en„'s  mair 

J.  T.  McLaughtin,  midshipman.. 
Thomas  J.   Harris,   midshipman.. 

W.  Wheelan,  sur-vuir.s  mate 

R.  P.  Welsh,  midshipman 

Thomas  J.  Page,  midshipman. . . 
Charles  Henderson,  midshipman. 
William  S.  Svvann,  midshipman., 

John  De  Camp,  midshipman 

N.  M.  Howisiin,  midshipman..  .  . 

C.  H.  Caldwell,  midshipman 

L.  E.  Simonds,  midshipman 

D.  B.  Ridgley,  midshipman 
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45 
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13 
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28 
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28 

80 
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90 

40 

95 

44 

45 

68 
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63 
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39 

75 

13 

35 
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40 

68 
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13 

35 

68 

40 

17 

55 

68 

40 

39 

75 

68 

40 

31  80 

8  25 

3  75 

22  95 

31  50 

28  20 

31  05 

68  40 

97  65 

59  55 

34  40 

129  15 

13  35 

42  45 

87  75 

22  80 
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Alex.  Eskridu-n,   li.Mitcimnt.  .. . 

C.  A.  Carouiell,  ini-lsIiipiiKu,.  .  . 
Cicoro  Prvor,  iiii.lsliiiiniaii . .  .  .  . 
J.   Morchead,  iiiids!,;|,iiiaii 

D.  McDu-al.   iiii.!sl,iiMi,:.n 

Charles  Stwdiiian,    iiLdshipinau 

F.  B.  KllisMii,  niid^iiliuiKUi 

B.    J.   Tntlni,    niidsliipuuui.... 

W.  Siiutli.  iiii.lsli;|iinan 

S.  W.  Bivrkrniid-r,  licutuuaiit 
W.  (;.  \V,,,1,-.  V.  K.ailei.ant.... 
Charh's  \V;il.:>.  I  imtciiant .  .  .  . 
L.  C.  L-vr,  in;. I-!. ;i. 11, ail 

G.  K.  Crav,    n:id:-:,il>inan 

D.  II.  -Mackrv,  laMUrnalit 

J.  I).  Klliolt,    ea.piaiii 

B.  R.  Tmslar,  arl  in-  sui-rui,.. 
J.  \V.  Mmuds.  lualsliipniaii.... 
CharK-s  U.  Tuni.r,  niidsliipinau 
H.  II.  1;1i:h1,-s,  iiiidsliipniaii.... 
Saunid  I.nrkwo;,d,  ,i,:dsl,i|„„ai, 
Ge(,l-v  \V.  Fowl,.,-,  niidshiinnali 
Saiuu.'l  i;.  Ki.MX,  n,;.Mii|iiiia.i.. 

John  Fishrr,   .■ar|.('lilrl- 

S.  Lai-kiii,  lllid^lli|,Inan 

C.  B.  C.  Thninpsuii,  raplaili.... 
F.  Vessels,  assislaiit  siii-vui. 
R.  II.  11.  Sims,  ass;slai,t  siu-vui 
II.  \.  ChMitu-urlh,  ii.idshiiiiaaii 
H.  N.  llai-ris..ii.  in;aslii|,inan.  .  . 
Joseph  P..  Hull,  li.  ufnaiit.... 
Geor<;-e  Ileuder.suii,  iiii.l.shiiniiaii 
P.  H.^Trapier,  iiiidsliipmaii .  . .  . 
R.  P.Mayi-aul  inidsiupinaii.  .  .  . 
Joseph  \V.  Revere,  midshipmau 

Eli   Dill,    boatswain 

J.  Mcintosh,    lieutenant 

Robert  J.  Robb,  mid.shipman.  . 
J.  M.  Berrien,  midshipman. ... 

Ferd.  Piper,   midshipQiaii 

Roger  Perry,  mid.shipinan 

J.  W.  Cooke,   midshipman 

H.  J.  llailston,    midshipman... 

John  M.  Gardner,   midshipman. 

John  Kelly,  lieutenant 

L.  G.  Keith,  midshipman 

11.  Dareantel,  midshipman 

Thomas  Turner,  mi.lshipman  .  .  . 

E.  B.  lial.l.itl,    iK'Ulonant 

Charles   ().  llandv.  puiser 

John  Wyman,  midsliipman 

John  D.  Henley,  captain 

N.  S.  Waldron,  captain's  clerk., 

James  Evans,  boatswain 

J.  Fert;-U8on,  sailing-master 

Wm.  Smith,  midshipman 

J.  II.  Little,  midshipmau 

Jo.seph  R.  Blake,  midsiiiiwnan.  ., 
L.  Osborn,  surg-eou 

A.  A.  Harwood,  midshipman.  .  . 

F.  G.  Beatty,  midshipman 

Cad'r  Ringgold,  midshii.mau. .  . 

B.  S.Slye,  midshipm.in 

J.  Boyle,    midshii.man 

C.  K.  Rullin,  midsliipman 

N.  B.  Waters,   midsliipman 

A.  McDaniel,  midshipman 

R.  L.Browning,   midshipman... 

B.  F.  Baeh,.,  s'lH-e.m'smate.... 
S.  Penhalh.w,  Mir-euii's  mate.  .. 

J.  We. a,,..    Ml!-.  Mil's   mate 

T.  M.   New. •11,    li.ailenalit 

William   Kiis.M.II,  midsliipman.. 

F.   Ch.itanl,    m.d.liipaian 

Wm.  Whittl.',    mi.Uhipman 

A.  R.  Strong,  laidshipman 
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H  Y    Pnrviaiice,  lieutenant $00  75 

J.  Cassin,  midshipman 33  90 

E.  D.  Thurluirn,    midshipman 136  85    , 

Jonathan    C-wdrv,  dnctor 34  35 

S.  Kapalvr.  s„.-,".m's  mate 135  00 

H.  Ettini-,  midshipman 13  35 

Josepli    11.  Teny,  pnisrr 15   60 

Wm.' Foster,  midshipman 66  16 

Robert  Henley,  captain 78  15 

W.  \V.  McKean,  lieutenant 54  90 

John   A.  KcaiiKV,  sm-eon 54  90 

T.  M.  Washinui.m.   midshipman 34  95 

H.  D.  Sci.tt,  li.-ufm.nt 290  85 

C.  D.  Prakr,  midshipman 109  20 

F.  W.  Smith,  liem-i.ant 34   25 

John  i;.  Ih  van.    midshipman 15   00 

John  Oral, am,  midshipman 48   15 

G.  P.  Tpslian.,   midshipman 26    TO 

F.  S.  Key,  nmlshii.man 4110 

Stephen   t'assin,    raplain 48   90 

Samuel  B.  Lardner,  midshipman 11  55 

Thomas  Harris,  surgeun 41   10 

George  M.  Hooe,  surgeon 13  95 

John  Rodgers,  commodore 13  20 

L.  Warrington,  commodore 13  20 

A.  Sloan,  sergeant  marine  corps 26  10 

John  W.  Palmer,   midshipman : 14  10 

B.  Washin-tun,    snr-enn 82  SO 

George  Ihirst,  midsliipman 51   90 

A.  Lewis,  midsliipman 45   90 

Wm.  Green,  midshipman 68   25 

W.  H.  K.mnnii,   midshipman 68  25 

A.  A.  Harwnud,  midshipman ]  00   00 

W.  P.  Lyneh,  midsliipman 68   25 

E.  B.  Bnntwcll,   midshipman 103  50 

A.  E.  DMunrs,  midshipman 31   50 

Simeon  Hall,    midshipman 21   30 

John  R.  Rinker,    midsliipman 13  35 

Jesse  Wilkinson,   captain 321  00 

John  L.  Thomas,  midshipman 68  25 

John  L.  Thomas,    lieutenant 30  90 

John  Young,  midshipman 33  90 

E.  Cutbush,  surgeon 4110 

E.  C.  Taylor,   midsliipman 8  25 

L.  B.  Ne\y(dl,  midshipman 68  25 

W.  B.  Ev.Tctl,  midshipman 33  90 

M.  Coulter,  sui-v,  m's    mate 40   05 

John  Maiiiiiii-,    mMshipman 71   10 

H.  Westr.ut,   midshipman 19  50 

Joseph  Stallin-,  past  midshipman 34  95 

H.  Pincknev,  midshipman 56  40 

S.  S.  Lee,  lieutenant 36  00 

Isaac  S.  Sterrett,  midshipman 28  20 

P.  H.  Hayne,  midshipman 130  35 

I.  T.  Homans,   midshipman 33  90 

E.  0.  Blanchard,  midshipman 225  90 

W.  Milner,  surgeon's  mate 20  55 

W.  H.  Pendleton,  midshipman 33  90 

J.  Y.  Humiihrrys.  midshipman 41    10 

George  A. lams,  midsliipman 69   15 

M.  G.  L.   ClailM.iii.-,    mi.lshipman 109   05 

W.  H.  Ball,   midshipman 33  90 

R.  G.  Robb,  midshipman 45  90 

A.  B.  Pinkham,  midshipman 12  00 

Joseph  R.  Blake,  lieutenant 33  90 

T.  S.  Hammersley,  lieutenant 34  95 

A.  H.  Marbury,  midshipman 33  90 

James  Renshaw,  captain 113  20 

Levin  Handy,    midshipman 57   10 

Thomas  Dillard,  surgeon's  male 44  85 

W.  F.  Shields,  lieutenant 136  80 

W.  P.  Piercy,  lieutenant ,  33  90 

J.  L.  Henderson,  midshipman 33  90 

J.  Clementson,  sailmak,  r 33  90 

John  Marshall,   lieutenant 16  80 

W.  H.  Noland,  midshipman , .-.  49  95 

E.  W.  Moore,  midshipman 34  95 
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W.  C.  Cutts,    midshipman 

T.  T.  Craven,  midsiiipmaii 

John  W.  Bark-r,  midshipinan 

W.  C.   Seldcn,   midshipman 

P.  F.   Canedv,   inidshipmaii 

John  P.  Cha'iidhT,  sni-von's  mate 

E.  Mc-(;hiimldin,    sadinu-master's   mate 

G.  (;.  \Villiani.s(iii.  inidshipuian 

G.  C.  Cinper,  pmser 

W.  L.  ( ;nrdon,  master  eoumiaiidant 

Thomas  T.  llmitei-,  midsliipman 

John  Cassin,  lieutenant 

H.  C.  Tii-hmau,    midshipman 

W.  C.  (u-dhii,  midshipman , 

E.liuntin-t,.n, midshipman 

F.  E,  dovner.  midshi|,man 

Jos.  Mechlin,  a-.nt   capiiued   Africans 

S.  C.  Gist,  midshipman 

John  Borden,  midshipman 

Joh^'oh'.M.a'ehead,  I'lrulenant!  '.  '.  '. 

J.  L.   Ilend.asnii,    u.id.shipmau 

A.  11.   I'oMi,  p.,M    midshipman 

E.  11.  I'erlvins,   midshipman 

B.  S.  15.  l»arlin-lun,    midishipman 

G.  11.  Sett,    midshipman 

M.  11.  Smith,    midshipman 

Wm.  L.  Pobins,   lieutenant 

Fitzallan  Deas,  midshipman 

G.  Gansevocirt,    midshipman 

F.  Mallain-,  ser-.-ant  marines 

J.  -M.    Fradev,    iiiidshipman 

J.  1>.   Williams:,,,,  lientenanl 

Isaac  Willi,.,    carprnier 

Charles  Wilk.'s,  midshipman 

Gera.,1  !»,, vers,  siir^-eon 

John  [■].  Premiss,   lieutenant 

D.  G.  Woodbridge,  midshipman 

John  Morris,  boatswain 

Ossian  BuUus,  lieutenant 

James  Davis,  acting  sailmaker 

W.  W.  Ramsey,  lieutenant 

J.  W.  Sherburne,  lieut(.'nant 

James  Noble,  midshipman 

L.  Osburne,  surgeon 

C.  Watkius,  midshipman 

J.  M.  Keener,  lieutenant 

C.  F.  M.  Spotswood,  midshipman 

Geo.  B.  McKnight,  assistant  surgeon 

Wm.  C.  Wetmoi-e,  lieutenant 

D.  R.  Stewart,  lieutenant 

John  Percival,   lieutenant 

Joseph  Colston,  purser 

A.  J.  D.  Brown,    lieutenant 

Jolm  T.  Ritchie,  lieutenant 

D.  F.  Dulaney,  midshipman 

Thomas  Pittigrew,  lieutenant 

S.  W.  Wilkinson,  midshipman 

T.  M.  Petwav,  midshipman 

George  M.  \\  hite,  midshipman 

Lucius  Miller,    midshipman 

S.  S.  Washington,    midshipman 

Charles  D.  Drake,  midshipman 

W.  C.  Banister,  midshipman 

John  C.  Spencer,  surgeon 

W.  L.  Herndon,  midshipman 

W.  A.  Spotswood,  acting  surgeon 

W.  S.  Ringgold,  midshipman 

E.  L.  Handy,  midshipman 

G.  P.  A.  Bn.uk.-,  niKlshipman 

Edwin  Laub,   midshipman 

John  T.  Jenkins,  midshiinnan 

T.  L.  Watkins,  lieutenant  marine  corps 

John  G.  Todd,  midshipman 

Win.  P.  S.  Sawyer,  midshipman 

B.  F.  Purham,   midshipman 

Wm.  Murtree,  purser 


per  m.le. 

$33 

90 

HH 

90 

57 

90 

33 

90 

2 '2 

50 

75 

30 

50 

00 

08 

25 

34 

20 

80 

85 

35 

35 

35 

25 

5 

70 

35 

25 

34 

20 

50 

10 

34 

20 

09 

45 

09 

45 

34 

20 

20 

85 

34 

20 

40 

70 

34 

20 

21 

30 

39 

90 

35 

25 

23 

80 

13 

70 

34 

20 

71 

40 

34 

20 

31 

05 

35 

25 

33 

90 

100 

95 

05 

40 

05 

40 

05 

40 

09 

45 

05 

40 

78  40 

74 

40 

124 

49 

35 

25 

34 

20 

11 

40 

53 

85 

53 

05 

09 

45 

40 

95 

147 

GO 

163 

20 

65 

40 

35 

25 

35 

25 

87 

45 

141 

60 

141 

60 

34 

20 

35 

25 

34 

20 

34 

20 

68 

60 

34 

20 

35 

25 

1 

05 

34 

20 

34 

20 

34 

20 

34 

20 

60 

75 

197 

11 
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g  expenses 
3.  per  mile. 

$148 

17 

33 

90 

53 

40 

34 

20 

52 

65 

13 

35 

173 

90 

34 

35 

68 

10 

33 

90 

103 

50 

79  80 
10  00 


Nath.  IT.  Perry,  purser 

E.  M.  Russell,  midshipman 

Georg-o  C.  Read,  captain 

j;  ]].  N  ,'.'l,Ml<ini,  .-uptain 

E.  i;.  M.(\.ll,  .MlUain 

Th„.uas'i;an-;.„,  imvsrv'.  '. 

^ilas  Hutlcr,    I.MIS..1- 

Ilenvv  Kltii.-,  ihhsci- 

E.  Fit.-craM,   iMHs.a- 

J.  N.  llainl.l<-tnn,   purser 

A.  Y.  lluinplirrys,    pn.s.T 

S.  llainlilrt..ii,  pai.l  11.  Dt'rhy,  inirscr 

Thus.  Ap  ('.  .Inii,  s,  captain 

Otho  N.uris,    ,;, plain 

R,,lK.i-t   l'..ltrii-.T,  purser 

Isaac  McKcevcr,  acting;  purser 

Riibert  1!.  Randolpli,  acting    purser 

Ju^cpl.  \\''l ->'.  V'"-^'''-'  • 

W.   r.  Zantzin^er,    purser 

Jusepl.  <'.  Hall,  lient.'Mant    marines 

C.  i;.  nruum,  captain  marines 

R.  Smitli.  l.revet  lieulevant    culmiel    u.arines 

Fran.'is  Neville,  nveiviiig  "llicer 

J.  ('.  Williams,  lieut.mant 

A.  li'emler.'m, 'lieutenant  cul.mel  c.umuandant 

W.  11.  Freeman,    captain 

F.  W.   Fuller,    lieutenant 

T1k.h,.   Bainhrnlge,    luut.mant 

AVm.  Pulanv,  lieutenant 

Richard  Douglass,  li.uitenani 

r.  (i.  ll.nvle,    adjutant 

E.  J.  Weed,  (luartermaster 

F.  A.  Thornten,  purser 

Th.  Lee,  lieutenant 

C.  F.  Sperring,  lieutenant 

James  T.  Gerrv,  lieutenant 

Constant  Smith,    lieutenant 

Th.  B.  Barton,  lieutenant 

L.  N.  Carter,  lieutenant 

David  i;'.  '.-^t.'wart 

A.  S.  Wadswurih,  cq.lain 

James  Mcintosh,    lieut.aiant 

J.  1).  Williamsnn,  lieulenanl 

John  C.  Carter,    malshipu.an 

Owen  Burn.,   m.dshipu.an 

Thomas  A.  .Mull,  nndsiiipn.an ol    or, 

J    W.  .-iK'llunne,   lieulenanl 94  50 

llenrv  F.   Ballard,  eaplain 158   50 

Edward  Crock,  r    late    l.oatswain 26   70 

VVm     I'.aiid.ridg,.,    captain 109   80 

Isaac  Chatmc'V,    captain 779   50 

Geor-e  V.  rp.sh'er,  lieutenant 94   95 

Geo.  'W.  R<"kers.  captain 78  00 

Aug.  A.  Adde,.,  surgeon 13  35 

Wm.  M.  A.   .\looiv,   midsliipman 68  40 

John  11.   Clark,  li.uienaiit 203  55 

W.  B.  Jones,  midsliipman 31   50 

Levin  .M.  I'owell,   li.iUenant 77    10 

S.  lland.leton,  acliu-  adjutant 81    10 

Samuel  Mdha-,  lieulenaut  cohmel 82   20 

Charles  (iauntt,    lauilenant 

John  S.  llarl,  midshipman 

Yir-il  McCrackeii,  mhlshipman 

Ilenrv  Itnran,,    mdshipman 

Joseph  W.  .larvis,    mi.Uhipman 

J.  B.   Wilson,     lieulenanl 

Thomas  B.  Sailer,    surgeon 

A.  S.  Worth,    midshipman „ 

Addison  C.  lliiiton,  imdslnpmau ■ 

John  McClinloek • 

T.  U.  Seltridge,  lieuteuaut 


218 

70 

41 

10 

75 

00 

60 

60 

65 

40 

260 

10 

68 

70 

68 

70 

11 

40 

71 

10 

68 

25 

13 

3  a 

8 

65 

13 

35 

34 

35 

20 

55 

ISO 

10 

272 

40 

171 

00 

148 

50 

68 

40 

68 

40 

44 

85 

13 

35 

34 

35 

36 

30 

00 

40 

05 

169 

65 

77 

10 

57 

60 

13 

35 

31 

50 
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Names  and  rank.  Traveling  expenses 

at  15  cts.  per  mile. 

George  BniLl,  innsti  r  cviiimiaiiil:iiit ti^o    m 

Bushro,!  W.  Tun,.,-,  ,„i,lsln, .,„:,„ ;;.: 4.3  T^- 

Jos,.pli   M.dnvl,.,     l,lrr..as.Ml) !:^.^5 

W,  S.  \V.  Kusrl,,.,;!,,.,-,  sn.-(M,„'s  nuite '.'.'.'.'.'.'. 100? 

II.  Iliii-lrtnn,  clrik  to  El,-.  1).  D ■■■  00?;^ 

AV.H.^anlin...-.l,.nt,.,.n;t '.  .::\\:V::.V  S05 

G..O.  X.   Ilawkin.,  .ni.lsln.nnau ^  ^         Z? 

S.   Iiu,n|.l„vy.,    li,a,tr„anl .,     ' 

rt;^^:'u;:y::^:i:::::.; ••  ^^^ 

Samn,.lIIai,l„,n,i,ls!,ipaKU, ,^   ,, 

C-hail.-s  <  .r.M.ii,  inalslnpinall gj^    jq 

(J.  W.  (;MM>l„,,na,-li.  s.'cix'tary  to  Naval  Board j^-^   qq 

Cliaili's  ('.  i;iiss(  II,  l.itc  iiiidshipniai' i.i=    .^j 

AVm.  C.  Chaplin,  niidshipiuan '...'.'.'.'.'.'  I3   S^ 

Philip  M.  Box,  midslnpina,, 20  55 

T.  M.  Crenshaw,  nndshipman...    5^   00 

Ed.  R.  Shubrick,  master  coininandaiit 23   3,5 

Charles  Stewart,  captain 79  ''>0 

Henry  James 3^   Tq 

Robert  Ritchie,  lieutenant jo  og 

N.  Amory,  navy  agent 3^   -^ 

Junius  J.  Boyle,  midshipman jc^j  ^q 

Ed.  A.  Kerr,  (deceased)  midshipman _'  ^,^  ^q 

Robert  F.  Martin,  midshipman _'  '  23  50 

P.  W.  J,)hnson,  snr-eon's  mate '.'.'.'.'.'.  50  85 

John  S.  Chanmvy,  lieutenant gg  ^^ 

I^^rael  S.  Griffin,  midshipman [  2q  q^ 

W.  C.  Purviance,  midshipman gQ  qq 

James  Page,  surgeon ]  74  60 

Garret  RAiixvvx.'vm^^cv '..'.'.'.'.'.'.'.  98   70 

W.  M.Rlair,  midshipman 228   60 

Frank   KUrry,  li^nlonant 23  05 

B.   Longp.int,   (deceased) 3.   5^ 

Charles  Cobb,  acting  gunner r^g  qq 

John  A.  Cook,  lieutenant ]  ^  20 

S.  T.  Anderson,  clerk 289  00 

B.  Homans,  clerk 68  40 

S.  Humphreys,  chief  naval  constructor 242  10 

John  Rodgers,  captain 250  00 

L.  Warrington,  captain [  q'si    70 

John  P.  Xi.rlic.'t '    "  *  "s7   00 

Jan.es  M.  Watson,   n.dshipman [[  33   g^ 

C.  Morns,  captain 299   50 

M.  T.  Woolsey,  captain 327  40 

Total  amount  in  1828 $37,888  56 

1829. 

J.  B.  Marchand,  midshipman C;54  99 

F.  A.  Dean,  midshipman 13  35 

Mordecai  Morgan,  surgeon 206  90 

E.  R.   Shubrick,  captain 201   70 

George  C.  Read,  captain 270  40 

F.  Buchanan,  lieutenant 13  35 

D.  Geisinger,  master  commandant 89  10 

H.  A.  Steele,  midshipman !  ! !  !  ! !  1  !  !  1 ! !  ! !  18  45 

A.  A.   Harwo,,d,  l„.,u,.nant 23  35 

E.  C.  Taylor,  liontmant 26   70 

John  W.  Turk,  pass.Ml  nndshipn.an -jO   20 

H.  K.  Thatcher,  midshipman g2  40 

J.  B.  Elliot,  acting  assistant  surgeon 265  15 

Charles  Chase,  surgeon 9  gO 

Geo.  Bates,  naval  S.  K ' 48  10 

H.  B.  Sawyer,  lieutenant 65  40 

Joel  Abbott >j  gQ 

Alex.  I.  D.  Brown,  lieutenant 99  1^5 

George  Marshall,  gunner 25  00 

George  Sproston,  surgeon '  30  30 

A.  K.  Long,  lieutenant 12  50 

Alex.  Claxton,  captain 28  50 

J.  McKeever,  lieutenant . ..'. .'...!  14  00 

J.  S.  Sterrett,  lieutenant . .   ]  14  00 
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W.  B.  Evorrtt,  niidshipiiiai 
J.  F.  Wils.ni,  licutrnaut  .. 


James  .M.Mi/.ics,  liualswaiii... 
Cliailcs  K.ain.Mlv,   ini,lsl.iiii.ian 

J.  N.    Sinidi,  assistant 

Alex.  Eski-ia-v,  licut.'iiaiit  ... 

F.  Buchanan,  limlcnant 

Gcoi-ov-M.  Il...»',  nii.lshi]anan. 
AVni/Mrl'.lair,  nii.l.luiinian.  .  . 
];,  I).  M,„,iv.  niidsliipiiian.... 
S.  Sliar,.,   assistant  sn,-rnn  .  . 

II.  W.  Mnnis,  laiitrnanl 

John  L.    Kin--"hl.  nii.lshipinai 

.l,,s,'|,h    Smith,  captain 

J,,hn  W.   West,  licnl.aiant  ... 

C.  II.  Cahhvrll,  lirnt.-nanr.... 
Alex.  Gibs,.n,  midshiimian  ... 
John  W.  Tavh.r,  mi-lsini-nmn. 
W.  A.  W.  SpMUsua,,.,!,  assista 

J.  Baiiist.T,   mi.lshii in 

J.  K.  Buwir,  mi.lshiimiau  .... 

E.  Int^-ham,    boatswain 

W.  0.  ShHh%  mi.lslii|imaii.... 
John  L.  Tavh)!-,  mi<lslii|unan.. 

S.   Decatnr,  mia.shi|,man 

W.  H.   Ball,  niidshiiiman 

G.  T.  Crump,  nialshi|.man.... 
A.  E.  Talialriio,  mi.lshipnian. 

D.  R.   Fuller,  midslnpinan 

S.  E.  Munn,  midshipnian 

A.  Campbell,  lieutenant 

Andrew  Fitzhu,--h,  lieutenant. 

F.  Malla  v,  sailn, -master  ... 
B.J.  T..tt'ei,,  midshipman  .... 
W.  C.  Whittle,  laiilenaut.... 
Sylvanus  (bird.m,  malshipniai 
S.  Humphrevs,  lieutenant.... 
R.  H.  Colhnuii,  mi.l.le|.mau  .. 

R.  L.  Fa-,',  niidshipman 

S.  Duncan,  captain 

W.  Smitli,  midshipman 

W.  C.  Ilnlmes,  midshipman... 
J.  Callan,  mi.lshipman 

E.  H.  Hubbard,  midshipman.. 
0.  Claib..rne,  midshipman  ...  . 
Edward  (;rant,  midshipman  .. 
Lewis  0,i:;deii,  midshipman... 
Stephen  Fapalj.',  sur-vni's  m; 
A.  B.  Finkham,  lieutenant  .  .  . 
Charles  W.  Skinner,  captain  . 
Thomas  Norman,  purser's  std 
Ebenezer  Farrand,  midshipimi 
Otho  Nnrris,  captain 


dshi' 


idshipn 


J,,hn  II.    Alarshall,  midsliipn 

C.  II.  llanst,,nl,  mi<lsliipman 
Arnasa  Faine, 

A.  A¥.  Frevost 
G.  W.  i;<Ml.,er 
R.  F.  Macumb 
J.  IF  Maiilsbv 

D.  Egbert,  as. 
John  L.  Ball,  midshi|.man. . 
S.  M.  Breckenrid-e,"lieuten 
C.  T.  Flatt,  lieutenant 

B.  R.  Tinslar,  assistant  suru 
J.  W.  Flummer,  mi.lshipma 
n.  A.  Adams,  lieutenant... 
A.  G.  Ganibril,  a- sistant.su 
W.  T.  Temple,  lieutenant  . . 
Henry  Eagle,  lieutenant. .  . 
Montgomery  Lewis,  midshij 

N.  G.  Bay,  midHhipnian 

P.  C.  Valdez,  midshipman.. 
J.  H.  Rowan,  midshipman. . 


$40  95 

25  50 
40  05 
CS  TO 

08  40 
23  15 
5G  10 
69  45 
95  50 
IT  85 

68  10 
60  40 

69  45 
63   15 

100  65 
54  90 
20  00 
16  80 

205  35 
33  90 

252  96 
5T  80 

165  TO 

136  35 
35  TO 

220  50 
68  TO 

26  10 
5T  60 
52  65 
68  50 

100  00 
35  25 
T5  90 
68  40 

235  26 

205  45 
54  90 

104  TO 
35  25 

09  45 


68  40 

68  40 

08  40 
35  25 
48  T5 
8T  T5 
19  05 
45  45 

136  80 

34  20 

50  00 

28  20 

6  T5 

114  25 

15T  15 

68  40 

TO  95 

13  35 

202  50 

13  35 

68  40 

13  35 

34  20 

09  45 
44  85 
22  50 
28  50 
13  35 


T3  50 
94  20 


12  90 
24  00 


$34 

50 

34 

20 

31 

20 

34 

20 

36  00 

30 

00 

f)8 

40 

36 

60 

13 

35 

34 

20 

154 

50 

69 

45 

CD 

45 

68 

40 

68 

40 

13 

35 

34 

20 

3U 

20 
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J.  E.  Chandler,  midshipman , 

0.  H.  Ben-vman,  midshipman 

C.  II.  Davis,  niidship)nan 

W.  S.  V-unu:,  ii.idshipnian 

Wni.  'I'vlrr,  iissisiant  sur-wn 

John   Dmiuv,  ;,ssislai,t  sur-o.m 

S.  F.   lla/;,rd,  iiii'lsliipnian 

Z.    F.    .Inhlis,,,,.    lirul    ■n:.nl     

J.  A.  Ihihl-ivn.    n,;.l..|,;i.niaii 

J.  J.    Thrust,  ui.  niMlshipn.an 

B.  i).  M.M.iv,  inid^hipman 

J.  C.wd.Mv,  smuv..n 

H.  Walkrr,  iiiidshipniau 

Strphrn  ( ■assin,  raptain 

E.  II.  A.  11.  Krnnrdv.  midshipuian 

John  M  .    Dah',  niidsiiipn.an 

Thninas'  S.llVnl-..,  ini.lshipiu' .'n'  .'.'.'....'....'....'. '. 

Ad.    Scailc,    chaphiin 218  (.10 

II.  M.  Ih.ust.m,   niidslupman 34  20 

Th.auas  San.ls,  midshipman 32  70 

Thomas  Buai-man,  midshipman 46  80 

A.  11.  Coleman,   midshipman 34  20 

F.  (;.  MrCanh'v,  ,,nrsrr 13  35 

G.  i;.  Canull,   midshipman 34  20 

C.  Jacks.. n,  midshipman 15  30 

G.  White,  assistant  siu-g-fon 34  20 

G.  R.  Goldsborougli,  mi  shipmaii 34  20 

S.  F.  Dnpont,  lieutenant 13  35 

J.  Evmvtt,  chaplain 81  20 

E.  i;.  Th..mps.m,  midshipman 13   35 

F.  Clinton,  midshipman 78   (iO 

Peter  Christie,  sni'-e.-n 40   SO 

Geo.  P.  Rieker,  midshipman 21    75 

Wm.  Black,  acting  b.jatswain IW  ;i5 

Geo.  R.  Gray,  midshipman 22  05 

1.  H.  Terry,  purser 55  80 

John  J.  White,  midshipman 75  00 

Rc)bcrt  Patten,  midshipman 34  20 

Thomas  A.  Biidd,  midshipman 34   20 

John  A.  ('.M,k,  li.mt.mant 6   30 

A.  (;.  (;..nl.in.  licut.maul 2    10 

AV.  P.  Zantzin-cr,  pnrser 34   20 

S.  S.  Lee,  lieutenant 34  20 

N.  M.  Howison,  passed  midshipman 42   75 

Junius  Boyle,  passed  midshipman ^ 34   20 

James  M.  \Vais.,n,  passd  midshipman 34   20 

J.  B.  Mont-.im.iv.  Iicm.manl 84    60 

William    Inmaii.  'licutciiam 38    70 

AVilliam  S.  Ogden,  licnlenant 66   00 

John  M.  Berrien,  midshipman 53   10 

Thomas  J.  Harris,  midslnpman 48   75 

George  Beale,  purser 15  4;) 

George  M.  Baclie,  surgeon 1 3  35 

Josiah  Colston,  purser 113  40 

John  H.  Carr,  purser 41    10 

A.  P.  Darra-h,  purser 52   65 

Gwiiin  Han  is,  purser 1T5   40 

Rohor,  r.,a,m;„.r,  purser 

C.  O,  llaialy,  purser 

■Wm,  .McMurtrie,  purser 

AVm.  Sinclair,  purser ■ 

J.  B,  Tiiuherlake,  purser 

I).  M.  F.  Th..rnt..n,  purser 

l!-Vo,,rhc,.s,  purser 

Josepli  Wils.  Ill,  purser 

T.  L.  C.  Watkins,  lieutenant  marine  corps 

AV.  II.  Freeman,  captain  marine  corps 

A.  Henderson,  lieutenant  colonel  marine  corps 

P.  G.  Howie,  adjutant 

C.  Smith,  lieutenant 

Samuel  ^Miller,  lieutenant  colonel  marine  corps 

C.  R.  Broom,  captain  marine  corps 

J.  G.  \VilIiams,  lieutenant 

T.  A.  Linton,  lieutenant.  . .      

VOL.  in 89   L 


33 

90 

100 

35 

86 

85 

127 

25 

89 

83 

49 

50 

149 

85 

100 

65 
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S.  E.  Watson,  captain 

Alex.  McLean,  lieutenant 

William  Dulanv,  lieutenant 

H.  W.  Fewler,   lieutenant 

T.  S.  Enu-lisli,  lient.Miant 

C.  GlTines,   li.'Uteuaiit 

C.  CTupi-r.  lieutenant 

J.  W.  ,-liaun,lMn-l,,    heuteuant 

II.  S.  C, nil. T,  assistant  sui-e.in 

Lrwis  Ueern.an,   sn.-e,,n 

Tlunap^un  D.  Shaw,   malslniunan 

John  E.  Bispham,  lieutenant 

Hyde  Ray,  surg-eon 

Henry  E.  Ballani,   eajitain 

W.  B.  Slmliriek,    master  eunnnandant . 

Wm.  BanilM-i(l,-e,    captain 

Charles  Morris,  captain 

James  M.  (ireene,  assistant  suryenu.. 

Wm.  Strickland,  commodore 

Alcxan.ler  I'aris,   agent 

An--,  r.  r.eeis,  assistant  suro-eon 

Jes'se  I).  Klliuit,  captain 

Wm.Bra.ir.'r.l,  n;i.lsl,,pman 

John  II.  Imlay,  assistant  suryeuu 

John  U.  Civi-litnn,   caplaui 

G.  I.  Van  i'.runt,  Imut.-nant 

LP.  Turn.T,   rhaplain 

William  Turk,  sui-enn 

John  T.  Brooke,  assistant  sur-eun. . .  . 

James  Evans,  miilshipman 

F.  B.  Stockton,  purser 

Chas.  H.  Duryee,  passed  midshiiiman. . 

Wm.  A.  Slacum,  purser 

Peter  Turner,  passed  midshipman 

Jon.  Ingersoll,  passed  midsliii.man  . .  . 

Charles  H.  Davis,   pass..!  n,idsliipnnin. 

James  H.  Ward,  i-assr.l  malslnpman.  . 

Samuel  E.  Munn,  pass-.l  mi.lsliipnnm . 

JohnBubier,  lieutenant 

M.  Mason,  passed  midshipman 

Ninian  E.  Lane,   midshipnnui 

Wm.  B.  Lvne,    i-asscl  midshi|,man. .  .  . 

Philander  1',  Canedy,  pasM'.l  midslupn 

William  11.  Nnland,   passed  midslnpm 

Willian  Setun,  lieutenant 

W.  H.  Gardner,    lieutenant. 

John  T   Lipscomb,   captain's  clerk^. .  . 

Andrew  K.  Leng,  lieutenant 

G.  G.  Williams,,,.,  nndshipman 

G.  S.  Blake,  li<;Hlenant 

Jesse  Smitli,   lieutenant 

G.  0.  Ashtnii,  midsliipmaji 

J.  P.  Zantzin.uer,  lieutenant 

Wm  Inman,  jr.,  limlenant 

Eli  Bill,   boatswain 

];.  I).  Thunibian,    pass.-.l  midsliiimian 

John  11.  I'aul,    niidsliipnian 

Gee.   L.  Selden,  mi.lslnpman 

H.  N.  llarrisun,  mi.lshipman 

Jos.  F.  (M-een,    midshipman 

John  Fisher,  .auixaifr 

H.  N.  (Henworth,  assistant    surgeon. 

H.  ('.  Kla--,  midshipman 

James  11. ■null,  malshipman 

Ja.-.)b  Mnll.sailm-masler 

William   Kvali.saiimak.M- 

Geo.  \V.   I'alm.T,  assistant  surgeon.. 

H.  W.  linnt.T,  mi.lshipman 

D.  D.  I'.at.a',  malshipman 

Eli  W.  Si  1.11,    mi.tshipman 

JohnC  Crahai..,   mi.lshipman 

William  Dulanv,  mi.lshipman 

William  C  lianisi.a-,  mi.lshipman.... 
William  M.. Walker,    mi.lshipman.... 

Henry  A.  Ste.d,  midshipman 

A.  S.  Campbell,  lieutena.it 

John  Be  Camp,   midsliiimian 
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Hy.  Mifflin,  mi. Ishii, man.. 
Thos  Turner,  mi.l.sliii.man  . 
Fred.  S.  Varnum,  liruK'nai 
Thus.  \V.  FnM.lnve,    linit.'i 

Spencer  C.  Gisi 

Thomas  R.  Pontes,  midshi] 
James  Glynn,  lieutenant. 
E.  P.  Kennedy,  captain. . 
John  A.  Davis,  passed  mid 
P.  F.  P.ra.llor,  late  midshi 
Thnn,as  \V.  Bivnt,    mi.lshii 

S.  Jordan,   l.nal^waiii 

T,  AV.  Wa.slun-tnii,  midshi 
H.  Ilufi;  pas.sod  mi.lshiiMna 

Isaae    Hull,    eaptain 

D.  L.  Randnlph,  mid.shii.HK 
AVm.  Kadlnrd,  midshipmai 
•T-'lH.   l;n.vrs,  raptain 
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Ale.v.  K.  Alaurv,    midshipman 108  60 

C.  Frice,  niidshipnuui 83  40 

G.  T.  Crump,  midshipman 26  10 

John  L.  Taylor,  midshipman 35  70 

Josiah  Talnall,  li.'nl.-nant 49  50 

D.T.    Bailors,,;,,    .aplaili 580  20 

Enoch  ('.  Win.'s,  s.  Ii:  .ulmastcr 34  35 

AVm.  Lcii;-Ii,  midshipman 16  80 

John  Rodgers,  midshipman 34  25 

Z.  R.  Fuller,  caruenter 99  25 

George  R.  Gray,  midshipman 75  00 

Geo.  r.  ('u,.p,'r",  |,urser 34  20 

L.  BaMwiii,   rii-mccr 391  54 

C.  A\'.  (;,ddslMiinii-h,  surgeon 150  00 

Benajah  Tickia.r,  '.surgeon 44  85 

AVm.  F.  Fatton,  assistant  surgeon 13  35 
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Names  and  rank.  Traveling  expenses 

at  15  cts.  per  mile. 

A.  E.  Kennedy,  assistant  surgeon $11  25 

B.  C.  HotTinan,  captain.^ 31  50 

C.  Bulfinch .' 40  00 

J.  W.  Muse,  late  captain's  clerk 52  00 

C.  W.  Morgan,    master  commandant 210  30 

L.  Eousseau,  master  commandant 31  80 

A.  P.  Beers,  midsiiipman T  65 

Jos.  Myers,  midshipman 52  65 

Jos.  Laninan,  niidshipman 21  15 

Charles  Green,  midsliipniau 18  15 

N.  R.  Baker,    midshipman 28  50 

John  K.  Brvan,   midshipman 34  20 

J.  W.  I'iiimmrr,   sur-v<m 59  25 

C.  K.  Ruffin,  midsiiipman 106  35 

G.  N.  Hollins,  licutcnani 28  50 

John  S.  Booth,  midshipman 34  20 

J.  M.  Watson,  midshipman 34  20 

George  Clymer,  assistant  surgeon 8  85 

0.  W.  Chauncey,  midshipman : 69  45 

James  T.  Gerry,  lieutenant 13  35 

Robert  Ritchie,  midshipman 13  35, 


Total  amount  in  1829 $23,205   10 
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I 

$66  per  day  settling  accounts,  and  $140  for  expenses  on  shore  at  Gibraltar. 

For  drawing  bills  at  1  per  cent. 

$67.50  for  chamber  money  at  New  York  in  1824,  and  $75  for  sundry  expenses 

on  shore  in  the  Mediterranean. 
For  per  diem  allowance  in  settling  accounts  in  1824  and  1828,  at  $1.50  per  day. 
For  per  diem  allowance  in  settling  accounts  in  1828. 
For  paying  mechanics  and  laborers  at  $600  per  annum   (called  clerk  hire.) 

Allowed  by  T.  Watkins,  Fourth  Auditor. 
For  per  diem,  settling  accounts,  at  SI. 50. 
For  1 1  years  7  months'  allowance  as  steward  of  receiving  ship,  Ac,  at  $307.25 

per  annum.     Allowed  by  S.  L.  Southard. 
For  pay,  Ac,  as  steward  of  the  yard,  from  June  1,  1817,  to  May  31,   1821. 

Settled  Jan.  26,  1822,  by  C.  Freeman,  Fourth  Auditor. 
Paying  mechanics.    Settled  and  allowed  byT.  Watkins.  Fourth  Auditor,  1825. 
For  steward  of  yard.  Settled  and  allowed  by  T.  Watkins,  Fourth  Auditor,  1825. 
For  stew.ird  of  yard.  Settled  and  allowed  by  T.  Watkins,  Fourth  Auditor,  IS2fi. 
For  paying  mechanics.     Settled  in  1826,  from  Oct.  24,  1818,  to  July  15,  1826. 
For  clerk.     Settled  and  allowed  by  T.  Watkins,  in  1826. 
For  extra  duty  as  purser  of  ship  North  Carolina,  from  March   6,  1822,  to 

August  23,  1824,  at  $1.50  per  day. 
For  overpayments,  disallowed  in  former  accounts.     Allowed  byT.  Watkins, 

in  1826. 
For  paying   mechanics,    &c.,    from   January  1,   1826,    (called   clerk   hire) 

Allowed  by  T.  Watkins,  in  1828. 
For  amount  paid  JerardDiiycrs,  as  purveyor.   AlbwedbyT.  Watkins,  in  1828. 
For  per  diem,  settling  accounts.     Allowed  by  T.  Watkins,  iu  1828. 
For  services  as  judge  advocate. 

do                    do 
For  chamber  money. 
For  per  diem,  settling  accounts.    Mr.  R.  was  a.ppointed  on  the  2d  April,  1828, 

and  paid  ofif  the  crew  on  the  31st  July  following. 
For  per  diem,  at  $1.50. 
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For  per  diem,  at  $1.50. 
Per  diem,  settling  accounts. 

For  commission  on  disbursements  to  members  of  court-martial,  at  ProoUlyu. 
Compensation  of  a  master  commandant  at  navy  yard,  agreeably  to  a  regula- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  force  from  January  1,  1828. 
For  services  as  member  of  the  board  of  examination,  at  $3  per  day. 
For  paying  mechanics,  &c.,  from  April  1,  1821,  to  April  30,  1826. 
Per  diem,  settling  accounts. 

do                     do 

do                    do 

do                     do 
For  commission  of  1  per  cent.,  paying  laborers  in  dry  docli.     The  first  sum  is 

for  paying  mechanics,  20  mos.,  at  $600  per  annum. 
Per  diem,  settling  accounts. 

For  chamber  money  $36,  and  $9  for  per  diem,  settling  accounts. 
Per  diem,  settling  accounts. 

do                    do 
Called  "clerk  hire"  (at  $600   per  annum,  from   July  IG,  1826,  to   March  31, 

1828)  to  cover  the  charge  as  stated. 
For  steward  or  purser  of  the  yard,  in  1827. 
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For  his  salary  as  engineer  for  the  construction  of  dry  docks,  under  a  contract 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  (S.  L.  Southard)  dated  March  28th,  1827, 
from  which  time  he  has  been  paid  at  the  rate  of  «4,000  per  annum. 

For  his  board  while  on  public  service,  at  32.63  per  day. 

For  postage. 

For  sun'cying  timbers  for  dry  dock, 
do                     do                    do 

For  perdicm  as  witness,  at  $1  50. 
do                    do 
do                    do 
do                     do 
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For  services  as  secretary,  at  $1 .50  per  day. 

At  SI  .50  per  day.     SG7.50  was  paid  him  for  similar  services  in  1827. 
At  $1.50  per  day. 

For  ninety-one  days'  services  as  mathematician  to  the  board,  and  $6G  for  like 
services  in  1827. 
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For  chamber  money, 
do 
do 

Per  diem  ns  a  member  of  the  board,  at  .$3. 

For  twelve  days  attending  medical  board  at  Philadelphia. 

At  $1.50  per  day. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

For  one  hundred  and  ten  days'  services,  proving  gunpowder. 
For  passage  from  Callao  to  Lima. 
At  $1.50  per  day. 
do 

ge  advocate, 
lo 

ing  bays,  &c. 

■ing  site  for  breakwater. 

n  attending  sick  at  Port  Mahon. 

pping  bread. 

do 

do 

do 
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For  services  as  jud 

do 
At  $1.50  per  day. 

do 

do 
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For  services,  surve. 
For  services,  flurve 
For  extra  expense 
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II.  11.  Rhodes,  midshipman. 

Bamuel  LocUcrwood,  midshipm  in 

C    11    llansfoid,  mid-hipman 
Amasa  PainOj  midshipman 
Robert  W.  Jones,  midshipnmn 
1).  Walker,  puiscr 

P.  11.  llayno,  midshipman 
J.  T.  Ilomans,  midshipm.an. 
E.  0.  Blanchard,  midshipman 

(.    Adams,  midshipman 

R.  G.  Robb,  midshipman 

T    A    M    Crucn,  midshipman 

T    A    Iinton,  captiin 

B    \^  ashmgton,  surgton 

E.  Macombcr,  lieutenant, 

(i    "^    Sproston,  surgeon 

A    (>    Goidon,  lieutenant 

M     M.lnei,  surgeons  mate 

P    I     Uo,  iKutenmt 

John  K.  Prentiss 

J    1)    Icriis,  sulingmaster 

V    1     Cmcdy   midshipman 

James  Corniclt,  surgeon 

John  A.  Cook,  lieutenant 
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i 

For  inspecting  provisions,  &o. 

For  traveling  from  Washington  to  New  Orleans  in  1804. 

For  services  in  fixing  site  for  breakwater,  at  $3  per  day. 

For  cabin  furniture. 

For  per  diem  for  attending  medical  board  of  examination  ten  days. 

For  per  diem  for  eighteen  days,  at  $1 .50,  and  thirty-five  days  as  a  member, 

at  $3  per  day. 
For  superintending  laborers  at  Key  West. 

For  bearing  dispatches  from  Commodore  Hidgely  to  J.  K.  Poinsett. 
For  detention  in  examining  navy  yard,  at  $3  per  day. 

do                    do                    do              $1.50  per  day. 

do                    do                    do                    do 
For  attending  twenty-seven  days'  to  assist  in  settling  accounts  of  Captain  Jones 

and  Purser  Humphreys. 
For  chamber  money,  at  $2  per  week. 

do                    do 

do                    do 

do                    do 

do                     do 

do                     do 

do                     do 
For  examining  navy  yards,  at  $4.50  per  day,  and  $141    for   serving   twenty- 
seven  days  on  court  of  inquiry,  at  $3. 
At  S4  each. 

do 
For  attending  medical  board  eighteen  d.ays. 
For  disbursements  for  the  use  of  the  board,  viz  :  advertising,  stationery,  room 

hire,  &c. 
Per  diem  as  witness,  at  $1.50. 

do                     do 

do                     do 

do                     do 

do                     do 

do                     do 

do                     do 
For  attendance  as  a  member,  at  $3  per  day. 
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Names  and  rank. 

John  Kelly,  lieutenant 

Lewis  Ilcciman,  surgeon 

John  W .  Sherburne,  lieutenant 

Alexander  Claxton,  master  command't. 

J.  K.  Chandler,  assistant  surgeon 

B.  Washington,  surgeon 

John  Lacy,  contractor 

M.  F.  Thornton,  purser 

John  Rodgers,  captain 

Lewis  Warrington,  captain 

S.  Humphreys,  naval  contractor 

John  P.  NorflQct 

B.  Kennon,  lieutenant 

0.  Cotton 

5.  II.  Stringham,  lieutenant 

B.  S.  Dozey 

H.  W.  Bassctt,  surgeon 

A.  Manast,  midshipman 

C.  Morris,  captain 

II.  W.  Ogden,  lieutenant 

John  R.  Coxe,  lieutenant 

E.  Cutbush,  surgeon 

do                   

Arthur  Lewis,  midshipman 

N.  M.  Howison, midshipman 

G.  P.  Upshur,  lieutenant 

U.  P.  Levy,  lieutenant 

A.  Sloiin,  sergeant  marine  corps 

6.  Cassin,  captain 
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Remarks. 

1 

1 

For  chamber  money. 

$29.73. 
For  surveying  stores. 
For  surveying  Potomac  river. 
For  surveying  harbors,  &c. 
For  sundry  surveys. 

For  surveying  public  stores  at  Washington,  at  $2  per  day. 
For  surveying  Chesapeake  Bay,  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  d»ya,  at  $1.60, 
For  attending  as  a  member  of  the  board,  at  $3  per  day. 

do                     do                    do                     do 
For  17  days-  attendance,  at  $1,50. 
For  29               •        do 
For  40                       do 
For  39                       do 
For  29                       do 
For  29                       do 
For  41                       do 
For  29                       do 
For  41                      do 
For  41                       do 
For  32                       do 
For  27                       do 
For  27                       do 
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1 

For  42  days'  attendance,  at  $1 .  50. 
For  39                        do 
For  22                      do 
For  28                       do 
For  27                      do 
For  28                      do 
For  27                      do 
For  20                      do 

Captain  N.  had  also  an  allowance  of  $166.85  for  similar  services  in  1826. 
At  $1.50  per  day. 
do 

For  expenses  while  sick  at  Lima  $314.50,  chamber  money  at  New  York  $67. 

By  a  regulation  of  tbe  Navy  Board,  published  in  181S,  sec.  13,  bead  "Appoint- 
ments." 

For  attendance  as  a  member,  at  $3  per  day. 

For  extra  services  at  Thompson's  Island  in  1824,  by  authority  of  Com.  Porter. 

For  extra  pay  as  lieutenant  commanding  at  Key  West  in  1825;  .allowed  by 
S.  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  tbe  Navy. 

For  salary  and  traveling  expenses,  at  $400  per  annum,  as  assistant  to  U.  S. 
agent  for  recaptured  Africans;  allowed  by  S.  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the 
Navy. 

For  house  rent,  wood,  Ac.,  at  Sackett's  Harbor;  by  authority  of  Secretary 
Southards  order  in  1824. 

For  expenses  incurred  in  libeling  British  ship  James  Mitchell  for  salvage; 
allowed  by  S.  L.  Southard. 

From  Gibraltar  to  the  United  States. 

For  wages  and  trade  goods,  per  account;  allowed  under  tbe  act  for  the  pro- 
hibition of  the  slave  trade. 

From  Buenos  Ayres  to  the  United  States. 

For  acting  as  lieutenant  on  board  the  Boston. 

For  services  as  judge  advocate  in  1827  ;  allowed  by  Secretary  Southard,  March 

25,  1828. 
Between  captnin  an^l  master  commandant,  commanding  the  Washington  from 

July  17,  1820,  to  December  31,  1823. 
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Remarks. 

For  expenses  at  sick  quarters  over  his  pay  and  rations;  by  order  of  Secretary 

Thompson,  November,  1821. 
For  taking  depositions  in  the  case  of  Lieut.  Percival,  in  1827;   by  order  of 

Secretary  Southard. 
For  wood,  house  rent,  and  candles;   by  order  of  Secretary  Southard,  June, 

1824. 

For  examining  nary  yards,  at  $4.50;  by  order  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  under  the  act  for  the  improvement  of  the  navy. 

Paid  for  transportation  of  seamen  in  1813. 

For  the  use  of  his  mortising  machine  at  navy  yards;  allowed  by  order  of  Navy 
Board. 

For  per  diem  while  engaged  in  ordnance  duties,  at  $3;   per  order  Navy  Com- 
For  per  diem  at  .$1.50. 

For  bounty  on   fifty-four  Africans  imported  in  the  Spani.sh  vessel  Ramirez; 
rejected  in  1827  on  the  ground  that  the  act  of  March  3,  1819,  prohibiting 
the  slave  trade,  excluded  captures  in  foreign  vessels;  allowed  by  Secretary 
Southard  April  14,  1828. 

For  per  diem  examining  navy  yards  in  1827  and    1828,  at  $4.50,  and  $3  per 
day  altending  court-martial  and  board  of  examination. 

For  postage  on  public  letters  and  ferriages  from  1825  to  1828,  inclusive. 

For  costs  and  other  expenses  in  defending  a  suit  against  him  in  1827,  on  be- 
half of  the  United  States;  allowed  by  Secretary  Southard. 

For  one  year's  salary  as  superintendent  of  medical  supplies,   by  Executive 
authority,  from  1806. 

For  passage  from  Valparai.so  and  expenses  at  sick  quarters. 

For  thirteen  days'  services  in  examining  papers  and  accounts  of  R.  M   Desha, 
at  Philadelphia. 

For  proving  cables  and  attending  survey  of  public  stores  at  New  York. 

For  extra  services  at  Thompson's  Island,  selling  public  buildings,  in  1826,  by 
order  of  Com.  Warrington. 
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1 
i 

For  extra  work  and  materials  at  the  Navy  yard,  Charlestown,  Mass. ;  allowed 

by  S.  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
Additional  pay  allowed  to  surgeons'  mates,  by  regulations  of  the  Secretary  of 

the  Navy. 
Additional  pay  allowed  to  surgeons'- mates,  by  regulations  of  the  Secretary  of 

the  Navy. 
For  board,  &c.,  at  Valparaiso  and  Lima,  at  $1.50   per  day;   approvd  by  T. 

Ap  C.  Jones,  and  allowed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
For  expenses  while  sick,  and  funeral  at  Callao  in  1827. 
For  clerk  hire,  $766.07;  expenses  at  M^ashington,  settling  accounts,  $546.45; 

and  $15  for  passage  from  New  Orleans  to  Pensaeola. 
For  one  year's  salary  for  taking  care   of  medicines,  &c.,  at  Navy  hospital, 

Gosport. 
For  medicines  and  attendance  on  sick  at  Sackett's  Harbor. 
For  per  diem. 
For  services  as  judge  advocate  on   the   trial  of  Lieut.  Percival   at  Euston  in 

1828,8750;  clerk  hire,  $120. 
As  acting  lieutenant  on  board  the  Grampus,  from  November  11,  1S25,  to  June 

28,  1826. 
For  expenses  while  sick,  over  his  pay,  &c. ;   allowed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy. 
For  expenditures  in  lecturing  junior  medical  officers  at  Philadelphia;  autho- 
rized by  S.  Thompson,  Secretary,  May  19,  1823. 
For  expenses  while  sick  at  Gibraltar,  over  his  pay,  Ac. 
For  a  chain  cable  for  the  use  of  the  captured  Africans  at  Liberia;   allowed  by 

Secretary  Southard  out  of  the  fund  for  the  prohibition  of  the  slave  trade. 
For  transportation  of  thirty-three  seamen  from  Baltimore  to  Norfolk. 
Paid  E.  Tobey  for  inspecting  pistols. 
From  Callao  to  United  States. 
From  Rio  to  Washington. 
From  Gibraltar  to  United  States. 
For  extra  allowance  as  lieutenant  commanding  at  Key  West;  by  order  of  Sec- 

For  house  rent,  Ac.,  at  New  Orleans  in  1824;  approved  by  Com.  Patterson. 
For  surveying  harbors  in  1817,  at  $1.50  per  day;   certified   by  Captain  Wads- 
worth. 
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1 

For  extra  allowance  while  at  Key  West;   allowed  under  2*181  article  regula 

tions  of  the  navy. 
For  medical  services,  by  Lott  Carey,  at  Liberia,  three  years;  allowed  by  Sec 

retary  Southard. 
For  traveling  expenses  examining  timber,  S523.93;   per  diem,  $612,  at  $4  pc 

day.     Jlr.  Ackers  was  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  on 

the  loth  of  April,  1828,  under  the  act  for  the  improvement  of  the  navy. 
For  medical  attendance. 

For  expenses  at  sick  quarters,  over  hia  pay,  Ac. 
For  extra  rations  as  captain  of  the   llect  in  the  Mediterranean,  from  October 

1824,  to  October,  1825;  allowed   by  T.  Watkins,   Fourth   Auditor,  on  the 

verbal  order  of  Secretary  Southard. 
From  Havana  to  Charleston. 
For  additional  pay  while  performing  the  duties  of  surgeon. 
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Remarks. 
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1 

1 

Per  diem,  settling  accounts,  at  SI. 60. 

At  $600  per  annum  for  disbursements  in  1822,  182,3,  1824,  and  1825;   allowed 

by  T.  Watkins,  in  February,  1829. 
For  services  as  acting  navy  storekeeper,  from  June,   1826,  to  August,  1828; 

approved  by  Secretary  Southard. 
For  per  diem,  settling  accounts. 
Allowed  March  9,  1829,  by  T.  Watkins. 
Per  diem,  settling  accounts,  at  $1.60. 
For  chamber  money,  at  $2  per  week. 

do                      do 
From  Liberia  to  the  United  States. 

For  surveying  in  Beaufort,  S.  C,  harbor;  allowed  by  Secretary  Southard. 
For  medical  attendance,  board,  Ac,  while  sick;  allowed  by  T.  Watkins. 
For  recording  proceedings  of  court  of  inquiry ;  allowed  by  T.  Walklns. 
For  per  diem  while  settling  accounts;  allowed  by  T.  Watkins. 
For  twenty  days"  detention  examining  navy  yards;  allowed  iiy  T.  Watkins. 
The  last  item  for  settling  accounts;  allowed  by  T.  M^atkins,  January  19. 
For  surveying  harbors;  allowed  by  T.  Watkins. 
Of  which  $1 ,250  was  allowed  for  loss  on  a  bill  of  exchange,  drawn  at  Woahoo 

in  1826,  on  the  Secretary  of  tho  Navy,  for  $6,000 ;  the  balance  for  presents 

to  the  chiefs  of  the  Mulgrave  Islands;  allowed  January  3,  1829. 
$150  for  his  compensation  as  president  of  tho  board  of  naval  surgeons,  at  S3 

per  day,  convened  at  Philadelphia  in  1828,   and  $130.33    for  necessary 

expenses. 
For  extra  services,  surveying  tho  coast  in  1817,  at  $1.50  per  day. 
For  per  diem. 

For  three  months'  salary  as  superintendent  of  medical  supplies. 
For  attendance  at  the  medical  board  at  Philadelphia,  in  1828,  at  $3  per  day. 
For  per  diem  as  member  of  the  board,  at  $3. 

do                       do                       do 
For  1,750  copies  of  the  Naval  Register. 
For  per  diem  as  commissioner  in  the  erection  of  a  breakwater  near  the  mouth 

order  of  Secretary  Southard. 
For  house  rent,  wood,  &c.,  two  months,  at  S.ackclt"3  Harbor. 
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1 

a 

As  agent  for  procuring  information  for  the  polar  expedition,  $756;  and  for 
traveling  expenses  to  New  York,  Boston,  Nantucket,  Ac,  with  his  clerk 
and  assistant,  $360. 

From  Port  Mahon,  Ac,  to  the  United  States. 

For  thiriy-thrce  days'  services  at  the  breakwater,  mouth  of  the  Delaware. 

Furt  iittuiiding  court  of  inquiry  at  New  York,  and  detention. 

For  iu:v  ai(  in,  examining  navy  yards,  at  S4.50. 

F.>r  liiiliin.o  of  costs  paid  him  in  the  suit  of  Simeon  Hall. 

Fur  ;ittriiaing  fifty  days  as  a  member  of  the  medical  board. 

All.  wed,  February  23,  1829,  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  for  char- 
tering' the  brig  Convoy  at  the  Sandwich  Islands,  to  rescue  the  property 
fn.m   tlie  wreck  of  the  ship  London,  of  New  York,  on  shore  at  Kenai,  in 
January,  1826. 

For  boar.ling  three  seamen,  part  of  the  crew  of  the  United  States  brig  Vixen ; 
allowed  by  Secretary  Southard. 

For  bo^irdiug  four  seamen,  part  of  the  crew  of  the  United  States  brig  Vixen; 
allowed  by  Secretary  Southard. 

For  attendance  at  the  medical  bs'ard,  Philadelphia,  at  $3  per  day. 

For  atten.lance  at  the  medical  board,  at  $1.50  per  day. 

For  detention, 
do 

For  ordnance  service,  at  $2  per  day. 

For  passage  of  sixteen  men  from  Kio  to  Now  York,  discharged  from  the  Bos- 
ton; approved  by  Commodore  Creighton. 

Allowed  him  by  Secretary  Southard  for  traveling  from  Washington  to  New 
Orleans  and  back,  under  his  orders  of  November,  1820 ;  Mr.  Hay  also  drew 
$100  more  from  the  navy  agent  at  New  Orleans,  with  which  he  is  charged. 
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« 

1 
B    ^ 

1 

For  his  per  diem  as  a  member. 
Per  diem  at  $1.50. 

do 

do 

do 
Per  diem,  surveying  bread,  17  days,  S33;  chiinibcr  money,  six  months,  $52. 
Per  diem,  attending  medical  board. 
For  board,  $187.83,  and  $4,000  for  bis  salary  as  engineer  of  dry  docks,  per 

contract  with  Secretary  Southard. 
From  Rio  to  United  States. 
For  chamber  money,  at  §2  per  week. 

do                     do 

do                   do 
For  surveying  bread  and  shipping. 
For  inspecting  bread. 

)  For  traveling  from  Boston  to  New  York  with  Mr.  Baldwin,  engineer,  to  sur- 
>        vey,  make  plans,  Ac,  and  for  board  while  there. 
For  passage  from  Boston  to  Port  Mahon. 

do                   do 
do                   do 
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For  one  year's  salary  as  arohitect  for  the  Naval  asylum  at  Philadelphia,  per 

contract  with 'Secretary  Southard  in  1827. 
For  one  year's  salary  as  his  clerk,  per  contract  with  Secretary  Southard  in]827. 

navy  hospital  fund  at  Norfolk. 
For  services  at  S5  p.  day,  making  examinations  and  surveys  in  W.  Florida,  from 
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1 

For  traveling  expenses  from  St.  Augustine  to  Pensaoola. 

For  clerk  hire,  office  rent,  Ac,  as  agent  for  Delaware  breakwater,  from  Sep- 
tember 1,  1828,  to  April  8, 1829,  at  $1,600  a  year,  same  as  allowed  to  navy 
agents. 

ard  in  1828. 
For  expenses  in  examining  timber  in  East  Florida,  $656.15;  per  diem,  308 

days  at  $4,  $1,232;  allowed  by  Secretary  Southard  in  1828. 
For  per  diem  as  a  member,  at  $3. 

do                   do 

do                   do 

do                   do 

do                   do 

do                   do 

do                    do 

.§4 
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% 

.£ 
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■? 

do                   do 

do                   do 
Per  diem,  at  $1.50. 

do 

do 
For  performing  the  duties  of  quartermaster  in  the  Mediterranean  from  May  1, 
1825,  to  May  31,  1829,  at  S15  per  month;   allowed  by  Secretary  Southard. 
For  ten  months'  allowance  for  house  rent,  wood,  candles,  Ac,  at  Sacketfs 

Harbor. 
For  passage  of  five  men  from  Smyrna  to  Boston. 
From  Port  Mahon  to  the  United  States,  and  from  New  Orleans  to  New  York. 
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« 

For  seven  days'  detention  at  Norfolk. 

For  copying  proceedings  of  a  court-martial  in  AVashington. 

From  Smyrna  to  Boston. 

For  passage  of  four  seamen. 

From  Gibraltar  to  New  York. 
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From  Smyrna  to  the  United  States. 

For  expenditures  as  lecturer  to  junior  medical  officers  of  the  navy,  from  July 

1828,  to  June  29,  1829. 
For  inspecting  pistols  for  the  use  of  the  navy. 
From  Smyrna  to  New  York. 

For  taking  care  of  medicines,  Ac,  at  Gosport,  six  months. 

For  traveling,  and  other  expenses,  from  New  Orleans  to  the  Pacific,  to  take 

command  of  the  schooner  Dolphin,  under  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy,  dated  July  22,  1826. 
■Por  sp.vvicea.  settlinir  the  accounts  of  Wm.  Strickland,  architect  and  superin- 

tendent  of  Navy  asylum  at  Philadelphia;  allowed  by  commissioners  navy 

hospital  fund. 
For  one  month  and  ten  days'  superintendence  of  medical  stores. 
-J  For  salary  and  expenditures  at  U.   S.  live  oak    plantation,  Florida;     by 
V       authority  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  under  the  "  Act  for  the 
J       improvement  of  the  navy,"  sec.  3d,  passed  March  3,  1827. 
From  Port  Mahon  to  the  United  States. 
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From  Pensaoola,  via  New  Orleans,  to  New  York,  and  difference  of  pay  between 

midshipman  and  lieutenant  on  board  the  Grampus. 
For  passage  of  one  midshipman  and   fourteen  seamen  from  Rio  to  New  York, 

and  advances  to  seamen. 
Allowed  by  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  his  traveling  expenses,  etc.,  from  the 

Pacific,  across  the  Isthmus  of  Darien,  bearing  dirpatches  from  Com.  Hull, 

in  1824. 
From  Gibraltar  to  the  TInifced  Ptatos. 
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From  Smyrna  to  Boston. 

For  passage  from  Havre  to  United  States,  and  difference  of  pay,  .tc. 

sioners,  for  the  use  of  a  shroud  and  channel  screw,  invented  by  the  late 
Captain  Boothe. 

station,  three  months  and  four  days. 
For  expenses  while  sick,  and  passage  from  Callao. 
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1 

From  Valparaiso  to  United  States. 

For  detention  at  Pensacola,  New  Orleans,  Boston,  and  New  York. 

For  increased  pay,  &c.,  under  the  act  of  May  24,  1828;  allowed  by  advice  of 
the  Attorney  General. 

For  postage  on  public  letters. 

For  expenses  of  John  Etheridge,  (secretary,)  at  Washington,  while  settling 
accounts. 

From  Gibraltar  to  the  United  States. 

For  attending  the  annual  survey  of  stores  at  the  Navy  yard,  Washington, 
thirty-one  days. 

From  Gibraltar  to  the  United  States. 

From  Gibraltar  to  Boston. 

For  passage  of  John  Sears,  (boy,)  from  the  Pacific  to  Boston. 

Between  master  commandant  and  captain,  while  in  command  of  the  Mace- 
donian. 

For  passage  of  two  quartergunners  from  Smyrna  to  Boston. 

For  eleven  days'  services  inspecting  Navy  hospital  at  Portsmouth  ;  allowed 
by  commissioners  navy  hospital  fund. 

For  expenditures  at  live  oak  plantation,  Florida,  and  including  his  salary 
for  the  quarter  ending  October  18,  1829. 

For  passage  of  three  seamen  from  the  Mediterranean  to  Baltimore. 

For  the  passage  of  seven  seamen  from  the  Bay  of  Chisme  to  Boston. 
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Recapitulatic 


1828. 

1829. 
To  Miirch  21. 

1829. 
From  March  21. 

Total  amount 
in  1829. 

Commission  on  drawing  bills 

$2,918  28 
2,267  42 
985  25 
2,085  99 
5,741  50 
5,161  50 
7,950  00 
1,796  70 
5,637  S.'i 
30,. 360  92 
41,564  07 
37,888  56 

82,831  00 

173  14 
395  15 

5,261  70 
272  00 

4,019  00 

S2,912  91 

111  00 

352  60 

3,253  34 

1,032  50 

.383  00 

Paying  mechanics,  &c 

3,253  34 

6,315  32 
2,976  01 
25,711  52 

23,205  70 

10,501  39 

2,9/6  01 

S144,358  02 

S18,081  73 

$68,411  45 

$86,493  18 

$86,493  18 

EXPL.4NATI0NS. 

The  following-  details  arc  auncxed,  to  explain  some  of  the  allowances  in  the  foregoing  table,  but  more 
particularly  to  illustrate  the  course  which  has  been  pursued  in  the  accounting  offices' for  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, together  with  the  effects  of  taking  precedent  for  law,  and  considering  an  appropriation,  however 
obtained,  sufficient  authority  for  expending  the  public  money: 

C'a.se  of  Allen  &  Leonard. 

In  January,  1815,  Messrs.  Allen  &  Leonard  entered  into  a  contract  with  Commodore  Chaunccy,  act- 
ing for  the  Navy  Department,  to  deliver  40,000  gallons  of  "good  whiskey"  at  Sackett's  Harbor,  at  90 
cents  per  gallon,  and  the  original  cost  of  the  casks. 

They  proceeded  to  deliver  upwards  of  6,000  gallons  at  Sackett's  Harbor,  agreeably  to  contract.  They 
then  received  notice  that,  in  consequence  of  the  peace,  no  more  would  be  received  at  that  place. 

Upon  till'  iirace,  the  price  of  whiskey  fell  about  30  per  cent.,  and  the  contractors  were  anxious  to 
fulfill  tiieir  contracts. 

Under  date  uf  March  10,  1815,  Commodore  Chauncey  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Navy  Department,  of 
which  tlie  following  is  an  extract; 

"  The  contractors  complain  that  they  will  suffer  great  loss,  because  they  have  laid  in  the  quantity  of 
grain  which  would  be  required  to  complete  the  contract,  besides  having  given  bonds  to  the  United  States 
for  the  wh..li'  ainuunl  .if  diitir...  They,  however,  offer  !<>  ,Ie/ir,;-  ih-  vlnd-nj  at  New  York,  instead  of  Sack- 
eWii  IhirJior,  '.iwl  \\\r  n.nda.turs  fur  shot,  iron,  ballast,  bed'  and  piiik,  have  made  the  same  ofler;  and 
as  all  those  aiti.lcs  will  It  nMiniivd  at  New  York,  it  w.miM  savr  inii.li  litigation  to  allow  those  people  to 
complete  their  contracts,  and  deliver  at  New  York,  instead  of  Sackett's  Harbor." 

To  this  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  under  date  of  29th  March,  1815,  wrote  as  follows: 
"You  will  accept  the  proposals  of  the  contractors  to  deliver  the  whiskey,  provisions,  shot,  &c.,  at 
New  York,  instead  of  Sackett's  Harbor." 

In  reply.  Commodore  Chauncey  wrote,  under  date  of  14th  April,  1815,  as  follows: 
"  I  have  wrote  to  all  the  people  which  we  were  under  contract  with  for  provisions,  shot,  ballast,  and 
whiskey,  that  you  had  authorized  me  to  accept  their  proposals  to  deliver  the  articles  at  New  York,  instead  of 
Sackett's  Harbor,  and  have  directed  them  to  commence  immediately  delivering  to  the  navy  storekeeper, 
New  York." 


.  Allni&LiH 


gallons  of  whiskey,  for  which  they 
as  advanced  by  them  at  that  time 


.mm1,m1  tudclivrr,  at  New  York,  33,328^ 

jhI  the  ciisi  nf  ilic  casks.     No  claim  ^ 

■i|i]ciM'c  (,r  till'  cljange  of  contract. 

lu\-id  15.   Ogdcu,  a  member  of  Congress,  they  presented  a  claim  to  the 

it  of  transportation,  which,  they  say  in  their  letter  to  Mr.  Ogden,  was 


for  any  extra  allnwaii.Ts  in 

Ii"i  1819,  however,  tluoi 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  th 
"about  $3,500." 

The  Secretary  made  inquiry  of  Commodore  Chauncey,  and  received  a  letter  in  reply,  dated  18th , 

1819,  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract: 

"  I  made  an  arrangement  with  Messrs.  J.  H.  &  S.  Leonard,  and  others,  to  deliver  the  whiskey  at 
New  York,  instead  of  Sackett's  Harbor.  I  have  no  documents  with  me  to  show  what  that  arrangement 
was;  but  I  am  confident  it  was  such  as  was  satisfactory  to  the  contractors  at  the  time,  and  that  no  alloio- 
ancefor  transportation  ivas  either p)romised  or  exjjected.-' 

On  the  same  day  the  Secretary  wrote  to  Mr.  Ogden,  as  follows:  "  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose,  here- 
with, a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Chauncey,  in  relation  to  the  claims  of  Messrs.  J.  H.  &  S.  Leon- 
ard, from  which  it  appears  that  there  is  nothing  due  to  those  gentlemen." 

In  1822,  they  presented  their  claims,  by  petition,  to  the  House  of  Representatives.  They  were  now 
.ncreased,  and  were  composed  of  the  following  items,  viz: 
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To  difference  in  expense  between  transporting  33,328|  gallons  of  whiskey  from  Lewis  county, 

to  the  city  of  New  York,  and  to  Sackett's  Harbor,  210  miles,  at  13  cents  per  gallon 

Extra  loss  sustained  by  leakage,  &c.,  at  1  cent 

Extra  expense  attending  the  delivery  of  whiskey  in  New  York,  &c 


,  New  Yo 

rk 

.    $4,332  61 

333 

28 

150 

00 

$5,415  95 

Here  was  an  increase  in  the  transportation,  from  1819  up  to  1822,  of  more  than  $800;  and  two  new 
charges  appeared,  not  before  thought  of,  amounting  to  $1,083.28.  The  claim  was  accompanied  by  an 
affidavit  of  James  H.  Leonard  and  Samuel  Allen,  in  which  they  swear  that  "the  above  amount  is  now  justly 
due  to  these  deponents,  and  that  the  charges  are  moderate  and  reasonable,"  &c.  Neither  in  this  afBdavit, 
nor  in  those  that  accompany  it,  nor  in  the  petition  to  Congress,  is  there  the  slightest  mention,  allusion, 
or  hint,  tending  to  indicate' that  any  luss  had  been  sustained  in  consequence  of  the  difference  in  the  man- 
ner oi' proving  "good  whiskey"  at  'Sackcll's  Harbor  and  New  York. 

On  the  25th  of  Marcli,  ls22,  the  pctitidn  and  papers  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims,  but  I 
do  not  discover  that  they  acted  on  it  at  that  session. 

At  the  next  session  these  claims  were  again  presented,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 
That  committee  applied  to  Commodore  Chauncey  for  information;  and,  in  his  reply,  dated  15th  January, 
1823,  he  says: 

"  That  I  accordingly  entered  into  such  arrangements  [to  deliver  in  New  York  instead  of  Sackett's 
Harbor],  ivhich  were  the  more  readily  assented  to,  on  the  part  of  the  contractors,  as  whiskey  had  fallen  about 
30  per  cent.,  although  I  believe  it  rose  again,  before  the  deliveiies  were  completed,  to  about  10  per  cent, 
above  the  contract  price. 

"That  Messrs.  Allen  &  Leonard  agreed  to  deliver  at  New  York,  instead  of  Sackett's  Harbor,  at  the 
original  contract  price,  say  90  cents  per  gallon. 

"  That  Messrs.  J.  Mappa  &  Co.  agreed  to  deliver  at  New  York,  at  two  cents  per  gallon  less  than  their 
.  original  contract  price,  say  88  cents." 

With  all  Messrs.  Allen  &  Leonard's  affidavits  and  certificates  before  them,  asserting  that  they  ex- 
pected extra  compensation,  &c.,  on  the  16th  of  January,  1823,  they  reported  against  the  claim.  In  con- 
clusion, they  say: 

"  We  invite  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  documents  received  from  the  Navy  Department,  in  re- 
lation to  this  claim,  which,  in  the  estimation  of  the  committee,  go  to  disprove  the  validity  of  the  demand 
set  up  by  the  petitioners." 

The  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  papers  were  again  presented  at  the  next  session,  and  on  the  23d  of  January,  1824,  the  Committee 
on  Claims  reported  against  them;  and  the  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Nothing  further  seems  to  have  been  heard  from  these  claimants  until  January,  1828,  when  they  pre- 
sented the  third  edition  of  their  account  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  revised  and  corrected,  as  ibllows: 

For  difference  of  transportation  of  33,328|-  gallons  of  whiskey,  &c $4,332  67 

For  expenses  attending  delivery,  &c 150  00 

For  leakage,  &c 499  92 

For  the  difference  between  common  glass-proof  whiskey,  at  which  it  was  to  have  been  received 
at  Sackett's  Harbor,  and  hydrometer-proof,  which  was  required  at  New  York,  which  is  15 
per  cent.,  and  amounts  to  4,999  gallons.  Contract  price,  90  cents.  Extra  charge  for 
transportation,  as  in  item  No.  1,  19  cents 5,448  91 

$11,031  50 


So,  the  amount  of  $5,415.95,  which  was  sworn  to  be  justly  due  in  1822,  had  increased,  in  1828,  to 
$11,031.50.  The  item  of  leakage  had  increased  from  $333.28  to  $499.92,  and  a  new  item  for  difference  of 
proof,  never  before  heard  of,  made  its  appearance. 

Resort  was  again  had  to  Commodore  Chauncey  for  information.  In  a  letter  from  him  to  a  member 
of  Congress,  dated  1th  January,  1828,  he  says: 

"  My  impression  is,  that  the  whiskey  which  was  to  have  been  delivered  at  Sackett's  Harbor,  was  to 
have  been  good  first  proof  ." 

In  a  reply  to  a  letter  from  Mr.  Allen,  he  says,  on  the  11th  of  the  same  month: 

"  My  understanding  of  the  contract  with  the  Messrs.  Leonards  and  yourself,  for  the  whiskey  to  be 
delivered  at  Sackett's  Harbor,  is,  that  it  was  to  have  been  good,  first  proof  whiskey.  How  the  proof  was 
to  have  been  ascertained,  was  left  to  the  officers  whose  duty  it  was  to  inspect  and  receive  it.  There  was 
no  other  change  rtiade  in  the  contract,  than  substituting  New  York  for  Sackett's  Harbor,  as  the  place  of  delivery. 
The  quality  and  quantity  of  the  article  was  to  be  the  same." 

The  subject  was  referred,  by  the  Secretary,  to  the  Fourth  Auditor,  who,  on  the  2d  February,  1828, 
made  a  report,  strongly  recommending  the  allowance  of  the  whole  claim. 

On  the  26th  of  February,  the  Secretary  wrote  to  the  Fourth  Auditor,  directing  the  allowance  of  the 
new  item.    An  account  was  accordingly  stated,  as  follows: 

For  4,999  gallons  of  whiskey,  delivered  at  New  York,  at  90  cents  per  gallon $4,999  10 

Allowance  for  casks,  per  contract,  at  3  cents  per  gallon 149  91 


$4,649  01 


On  the  same  day  this  sum  was  paid  out  of  the  Treasury,  and  chai-ged  to  "Provisions." 
The  Secretary  continued:  "  So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  examine  the  other  items,  they  seem  to  have 
an  equitable  claim  for  damages;  but  as  I  do  not  consider  the  power  of  the  Department  so  far  as  to  make 
the  allowance  of  those  damages,  especially  after  the  claim  for  them  has  been  submitted  to  Cono-ress,  I  do 
u«t,  thersfore,  allow  these  items." 
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The  claimants  immediately  petitioned  Cmig-ress  once  more  for  the  balance.  On  the  29th  of  April  the 
Committee  on  Claims  reported  that  they  had  had  the  petition  under  consideration,  and  believe  that  no 
legislation  is  necessary  in  this  case.  If  the  petitioners  have  any  claim,  it  can  be  adjusted  at  the  proper 
department. 

"Resolved,  That  the  Comm.ittee  on  Claims  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition 
of  Allen  &  Leonard,  and  the  documents  accompanying  the  same,  and  that  thej'  have  leave  to  withdraw 
their  papers." 

This  report  and  resolution  were  adopted. 

The  petition  and  papers  were  immediately  taken  to  the  Navy  Department.  On  the  30th  April  the 
Secretary  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Fourth  Auditor,  in  which  he  said: 

"  I  consider  the  resolution  as  authorizing  and  directing  a  settlement  of  the  claim.  It  is,  therefore,  re- 
ferred to  you  to  state  and  settle,  upon  the  evidence  and  vouchers,  the  amount  justly  due  on  tlieir  account. 
When  a  settlement  is  made,  a  requisition  will  issue  for  the  amount." 

The  amount  was  accordingly  taken  up.  The  item  of  expense  attending  delivery  was  increased  from 
$750  to  $891.10,  by  adding  $141.10  for  the  4,999  additional  gallons  paid  for  by  the  Secretary  in  1828; 
and,  by  the  same  rule,  the  leakage  was  increased  from  $499.92  to  $51''7.41.  There  were  also  allowed  13 
cents  per  gallon  for  extra  transportation  on  the  same  4,999  gallons;  so  that  the  items  allowed  were  as 
follows: 

Extra  transportation  on  33.328^  gallons §4, 332  67 

Extra  transportation  on  4,999  gallons 649  87 

Extra  expense  of  delivering  38,327J  gallons 891  10 

Leakage  of  38,327  J  gallons 517  41 


$6,391  05 


Some  delay  occurred  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Allen  having  no  power  from  the  Messrs.  Leonards  to  re- 
ceive their  portion  of  the  money;  but,  on  the  1st  July,  1828,  this  difficulty  was  overcome,  and  an  account 
was  stated  in  the  following  words: 

"For  expenses  of  transportation,  storage,  and  leakage  on  38,327 J  gallons  of  whiskey,  delivered  in 
New  York,  in  1815,  per  account  herewith,  $6,391.05." 

On  the  same  day,  this  sum  was  actually  paid  to  them  out  of  the  Treasury,  and  charged  to  "Provi- 
sions." 

The  first  allowance  was .' $4,649  07 

The  second  allowance 6,391  05 

Total  allowance $11,040   12 


Their  original  claim  in  1819  was  $3,500,  so  that  they  were  paid  $7,540.12  more  than  their  original 
claim,  as  stated  by  themselves. 

Allen  &  Leonard  became  insolvent,  and  their  affairs  were  investigated  before  a  jury  in  1829.  In 
that  investigation  it  appeared,  as  one  of  the  jurymen  informed  me  by  letter,  that  nnr  (]iov.<and  dollars  of 
this  allowance  was  lent  to  the  late  Fourth  Auditor  when  it  icas  made.  He  also  iHrunnid  me  that  Mr.  Allen, 
one  of  the  contractors,  told  him  that  the  proposition  to  lend  the  money  was  made  liy  him  alter  it  had  been 
determined  to  allow  his  claims,  but  before  they  were  settled,  on  condition  that  the  Fuuith  Auditor  would 
take  them  up  and  hasten  their  settlement  out  of  office  hours ;  and  that  the  proposition  was  communicated 
by  him  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  by  whom  it  was  approved. 

It  is  apparent,  that  to  settle  the  account  was  not  the  work  of  an  hour;  and  the  handwriting  shows 
that  it  was  settled  by  one  of  the  clerks. 

Since  I  investigated  this  case,  I  communicated  the  fact  of  the  allowance  to  Commodore  Chauncey, 
who  expressed  his  astonishment,  and  declared  that  the  contractors  could  have  purchased  the  whiskey  in 
New  York,  at  the  time,  and  turned  it  into  the  naval  store  at  a  profit  of  25  per  cent.,  and  that  they  had  no 
just  claim  to  a  single  dollar. 

Case  of  Charles  Hay. 

Charles  Hay,  late  chief  clerk  of  the  Navy  Department,  was  agent  for  the  purchase  of  stocks  for  the 
navy  pension  fund. 

On  the  1st  of  July,  1828,  there  was  reimbursed  to  that  fund  $281,384.72.  This  Vas  not  reinvested 
until  the  17th  February,  1829,  when  Mr.  Hay  purchased,  with  it,  stocks  bearing  interest  from  the  1st  of 
the  preceding  January.  The  interest  of  six  months  was  entirely  lost  to  the  fund,  which,  at  4^  per  cent., 
would  have  amounted  to  $5,627.69. 

For  reinvesting  this  stock  Mr.  Hay  charged  a  commission  of  one-half  per  cent,  on  the  whole  amount. 
In  one  account  he  summed  up  all  his  purchases  from  1825  to  1829,  inclusive,  amounting  to  $675,264.89,  upon 
which  his  commission  amounted  to  $3,376.32,  which,  on  the  19th  February,  1829,  was  marked  "approved," 
by  Samuel  L.  Southard,  and,  on  the  17th  March,  passed  to  his  credit  in  the  Fourth  Auditor's  office.  Add 
the  commission  to  the  interest  lost,  and  the  aggregate  is  over  $9,000.  Either  the  bank  or  individuals 
must  have  profited  by  the  money,  from  the  1st  of  July  to  the  17th  February,  while  it  remained  uninvested. 
All  the  stocks  were  purchased  of  the  cashier  of  the  United  States  Branch  Bank,  in  this  city,  and  probablj- 
the  purchase  did  not  occupy  the  agent  three  hours. 

The  whole  of  these  purchases,  except  $150,000,  were  made  SAibsequent  to  the  1st  January,  1829. 

For  this  service  the  commission  allowed  amounted  tp  $2,626.32.  Mr.  Hay  was,  at  the  same  time,  receiv- 
ing a  salarv  of  $2,000  per  year.  During  the  first  two  months  of  1829,  therefore,  he  received  for  commis- 
sions . . . .  " $2,626  32 

For  salary 333  83 

In  all,  for  two  months $2,959  62 
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In  fact,  tho  purchases  were  all  made  in  the  month  of  February. 

In  November,  1820,  Mr.  Southard  sent  Mr.  Hay  to  New  Orleans,  with  the  professed  object  of  attempt- 
ing to  sreuiv  reitaiii  l.alanees  due  tn  tl,.'  Navy  Department  by  .Tosepli  P..  Wilkiii'^nn,  fnn, ler  navy  a-ent 
in  that  j.lare.  and  direrlrd  an  advan,-<-  t<.  he  n'ladr  In  him  ..f  ssdd.  Al  New  Orleans  Mr.  llav  (b'ew  from 
the  navy  a-vnt  ><\W  nidie.  The  usual  alh.wanee  tn  naval  ..Hien-s  trav.^lin-  1..  New  Orleans  is  $100,  or, 
$200  for  yoing  and  returning-.  Mr.  Hay's  account  remained  unsettled  until  1S2'.).  He  tlien  produced  au 
account  in  the  following  form: 

United  States  Navy  Department, 

To  Charles  Hay,  Dr. 

To  amount  of  expenses  incurred  in  traveling  from  Washington  city  to  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
and  from  New  Orleans  back  to  the  city  of  Washington,  under  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  bearing  date  the November,  1826 $800  00 

Washington  City,  Fehruary  16,  1829. 

Approved:  S.  L.  S. 

On  the  20th  Mareli,  1829,  tlie  last  day  of  Dr.  Watkins'  official  existence,  this  voucher  was  passed  to 
Mr.  Hay's  credit  in  the  Fourtli  Auditor's  office. 

There  is  not  tiie  slightest  eyidence  of  the  actual  amount  of  expenses,  except  this  voucher,  drawn  up 
more  than  two  years  after  tlie  smviee  was  rendered. 

After  these  settlements  and  ei-edits,  Mr.  Hay  was  still  left  indebted: 

To  the  navy  pension  fund $125  15 

To  the  Navy  Department 100  00 

$225  75 

The  voucher,  upon  which  Mr.  Hay's  commissions  were  passed  to  his  credit,  was  approved  by  one  of 
the  commissioners  of  the  navy  pension  fund  only,  and  would  not  now  be  considered  a  legal  voucher. 
All  such  commissions  are  disallowed  by  the  present  commissioners  and  accounting  officers. 
Case  of  Amos  Binney. 

Amos  Binney  was  appointed  navy  agent   at  Boston,  and  commenced  lu's  duties  in  February,  1812. 
He  continued  in  office,  and  was,  it  is  said,  nominated  to  the  Senate  for  another  term  at  the  session  of 
Congress  for  1824-5,  but  that  body  did  not  confirm  the  nomination. 

In  a  settlement  of  his  account,   dated  11th  March,  1825,   he  advanced  a  claim  for  loss  on  Ti-easury 

notes $22,591    97 

Commission  on  the  above 225  91 

$22,717  88 

A  settlement  of  his  account  up  to  the  20th  April  was  made  on  the  12th  May,  1825,  in  which  the 
charge  for  loss  on  Treasury  notes  was  renewed,  but  the  commission  was  dropped.  The  charge  was 
suspended. 

In  this  settlement  there  wei"e  allowed,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  Fourth  Auditor,  vouchers  of 
the  following  characters: 

1816. 

December  31.     To  commission  on  purchases  and  payment  at  Boston,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States 

navy,  and  beyond  the  bounds  of  my  agency,  forwarded,  by  order,  to  Portsmouth, 

N.  H.,  Newport,  R.  I.,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Washington,  Norfolk,  and  Lake 

Champlain   stations,   amounting   to    $263,930.67,  per  annexed  schedule,    at  2|  per 

cent $6,598  25 

December  31.  For  i-cceiving,  examining,  registering,  endorsing,  counting,  and  paying 
$1,620,874  Treasury  notes,  from  August,  1814,  to  October  16,  a  commis- 
sion of  one-quarter  per  cent 4 ,  052  62 

1824. 
November    8.     For  chartering  brig  Good  Hope,  collecting  a  cargo  of  provisions,  a  comnn's- 
sion  of  2i  per  cent,  on  all  drawn  from  depot,  and  not  paid  for  by  himself, 

$12,474.13,  is 311  85 

1825. 
February    15.     For  collecting  debt  of  R.  Parrott's  estate,  $7,009.22,  at  2i  per  cent,  commis- 
sion   175  22 

$11,137  94 

Mr.  Binney,  however,  received  a  pro  tern,  appointment,  and  continued  to  act  as  agent  during  the  year 
1825,  presenting  in  every  quarterly  return  his  claim  of  $22,591.97,  for  loss  on  Treasury  notes. 

At  the  close  of  that  year,  it  is  said  he  was  again  nominated  to  the  Senate,  but  not  confirmed. 

His  account  was  settled  up  to  the  31st  March,  1826;  but  lie  continued  to  act  through  the  months  of 
April  and  May.  From  the  settlement  up  to  December  31st,  1824,  to  that  for  the  tirst  quarter  of  1826,  the 
amount  due  from  him  to  the  United  States  had  increased  from  $28,334,57  to  $139,331.84.  For  April  and 
May,  1826,  his  accounts  were  not  settled  in  the  Fourth  Auditor's  office  until  the  3d  of  June,  1828.  In  that 
settlement  the  following  allowances,  with  many  others,  were  made  to  him: 

For  advances  on  account  of  certain  public  vessels  from  1812  to  1826,  inclusive,   "  never  before 

charged " $3, 899  72 

Interest  on  the  same 1 ,  406  58 

For  postages  from  1815  to  1825,  never  before  charged 115  76 

For  stationery  in  1813,  '14,  and  '15 29  82 
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For  stationary  from  1816  to  1826,  inclusive j5;,S84  69 

For  liorso,  anil  cliai^^c  ami  carriage  hire  from  1812  to  1826,  inclusive '939  68 

For  trill ■ka,L;-c  Irmii  lsl2  to  1811,  inclusive 1   487  qS 

For  coiiimissiou  i.f  l\\  \n-v  rent,  on  $45,041.69,  paid  to  mechanics  and  laljorers  in  1S12  ami  '13  1    126  04 
For  coiiiiiiissi..ii  nf  ■2h  jM'r  cmt.  on  Jin, 115.57,  on  account  of  purchases  for  marini'  corps,  IVoni 

.(>;  also  on  $32,404.12,  expended  in  like  manner 3,739  48 


rl.Tk  liil 


l,39j 


For  travrliiiL;-  I0  Washing-ton,  ami  attending  121  days  to  settle  accounts 856  80 

For  intiTi'st  suiil  t(.  have  been  paid  on  certain  sums  of  money  borrowed  foi-  public  use  in  1813 

to  1  SI  6,  inclusive " ]  6,866  31 

For  intiavst  upon  the  above  interest 12   757  36 

For  coniniissions  heretofore  suspended,  now  allowed '  196  92 

S45,681   47 

All  these  allowances,  and  many  others  of  a  less  singular  character,  still  left  Mr.  Binney  in  debt  to  the 
government  |9,031.93.  Yet  did  Mr.  Southard,  on  the  ver.y  day  that  the  account  was  reported  from  this 
office,  issue  a  requisition  and  pay  out  of  the  Treasury  to  Mr.  Binney,  although  he  had  been  two  years  out 
of  office,  and  was  $9,000  in  debt,  an  aiMitioiml  sum  <">f  $30,000! 

The  only  authority  on  which  this  was  ihnic  was  a  letter  from  Dr.  AVatkins,  setting  forth  large  sums 
which  he  said  must  eventually  go  to  Mr.  llinncy's  credit,  and  advising  the  advance.  Among  these  sums 
was  a  claim  of  $39,153.94  for  loss  on  Treasury  notes,  which,  he  says,  is  "a  claim  in  equity,  supported  by 
satisfactory  legal  vouchers,"  whm  it  was  known  that  the  claim  originally  set  up  was  only  $22,591.97, 
and  that  nothing  had  occurred  to  imavasr  it  from  1825  to  1829. 

The  report  of  the  Fourth  Auditor,  dated  June  3d,  1828,  did  not  pass  the  Second  Comptroller's  office 
until  the  3d  of  March,  1829.     Mr.  Binney  was  then  in  debt  to  the  government  $39,031.93. 

On  the  same  day  he  rendered  an  account  current  to  the  Fourth  Auditor,  balancing  this  sum,  and 
bringing  the  government  upwards  of  $143,000  in  debt  to  him! 

On  the  7th  Marcli  tlie  Fourth  Amlitor  made  another  report  upon  this  accotmt,  in  which  he  also  not 
onlv  balanced  the  .$30,0",1 .;):;  dim  iVom  Mr.  ISinnev,  but  brought  the  governmetit  $49,033.20  in  debt  to 
him!     Of  course,  there  passed  to  liis  .ai'dil  in  that  settlement  $88,065.13! 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  allowances  then  made: 

For  commissions  on  account  of  purchases  made  for  the  navy  yards  at  riiiladelphia,  New  York,  Norfolk, 
Washington,  Newport,  the  Lakes,  Portsmouth  and  Portland,  the  Mediterranean,  and  Pacitic  ocean, 

'    from  1812  to  1826,  inclusive,  2i  per  cent $22,471   76 

For  commissions,  contracting  for  buiMinu'  of  stores,  houses,  wharf,  slip,  building-  ways,  ship 
house,  and  other  improvements  at  ('iKulestown;  2i  per  cent,  commission  on  debts  collected 
from  1812  to  1826,  inclusive;  purchase  of  hind  for  extension  of  navy  yard;  21  per  cent. 

commission  on  sales  of  old  copper,  provisions,  &c 12,478  29 

For  procuring  survey  of  navy  yard,  &c 1 ,  OOO  00 

For  procuring  and  remitting  exchange  on  London  from  1817  to  1820,  inclusive 2,290   70 

For  commissii.ii^  -:i  jiin  elm^cs  and  importations  of  copper,  kentledije,  timber,  jimvisions  and 
coal  from  i.  ;  i  I  i  im-.mia,  New  York,  Florida,  Carolina,  Yiruinia,  I'.ali  imore,  Ohio, 
and  New  I'  :  '  u  Ireightfor  sundry  articles  for  the  naval  ser\  iee.  IVom  1812  to 
182G,  imiu-;,.  ,  J\  1-1  e,  nt.... 10,670  42 

Whole  amount  allowed $48,911    17 

The  amount  claimiMl  fur  loss  on  Treasury  notes,  without  being  positively  allowed,  was  deducted 
from  the  amount  due  to  the  United  States  under  certain  heads  of  aiipropriation,  and  thus 
passed  to  his  credit 39 ,  153  96 

Whole  amount  passed  to  his  credit $88 , 065  13 


It  is  hardlv  necessary  to  sav  that  most  if  not  all  of  these  claims  were  never  jiresented,  or  probably 
thought  of,  untd  after  the  claimant  was  out  of  ofHee. 

The  ailvanee  (.f  Mr.  llinney.  as  well  as  the  allowance  of  interest  upon  interest,  and  extra  commis- 
sions, by  the  Seei-etary  of  tlie  Navy.  ap|ieai-  tlie  mere  inexplicable  on  account  of  the  following  facts,  viz: 

On'ihe  sth  April,  ls2s,  he  submilted  Mr.  Ibimey's  claims  to  the  President,  with  an  explanatory  letter, 
concluding  as  follows: 

"It  is  perhaps  proper  to  add,  that  the  amount  claimed  by  Mr.  Binney  is  very  nearly  the  same  as 
that  with  which  he  stands  charged  on  the  books  of  this  ofQce." 

On  the  21st  May,  1828,  he  n'tin-ned  Mr.  Binney's  papers  to  the  Fourth  Auditor,  with  a  letter,  in 
which  he  says: 

"  I  see  no  reason  to  doubt  the  justice  of  a  claim  on  his  part  for  losses  on  Treasury  notes,  interest,  &c. 
But  I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  authorize  the  allowance  of  any  of  the  items  except  that  for  interest  actually 
paid  by  him,  which  you  will  be  pleased  to  settle.  For  the  other  claims,  he  will  be  obliged  to  address 
himself  to  Congress,"  &c. 

Yet  by  the  3d  of  June  he  had  allowed  by  his  entries  upon  the  vouchers,  not  only  the  "  interefit  actually 
paid,"  but  interest  upon  that  interest,  and  interest  upon  sums  never  before  charged,  with  charges  for 
extra  commissions,  &c.,  &c.,  and  on  that  day  he  advanced  $30,000  to  the  man  whose  claims  he  stated  to 
the  President,  on  the  Sth  April,  were  nearly  the  same  as  those  with  which  he  stood  charged  on  the  books 
of  his  office! 

Some  of  the  items  in  Mr.  Binney's  last  account  current,  which  were  not  disallowed  but  only  suspended, 
were  as  follows: 
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Interest  on  $39,153.96,  charged  for  loss  on  Treasury  notes  to  31.st  May,  1828 $30,082  22 

Amount  paid  fur  brokerage  and  expenses  on  New  York  funds 5 ,  980  67 

Interest  on  same  to  31st  May,  1828 4,007  04 

Exchange  and  deposit  of  money  in  Bank  of  the  United  States 900  00 

Brokerage  and  expenses  on  Treasury  drafts  on  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  Porthmd 3,330  76 

Commission  of  one  per  cent,  on  all  his  expenditures 50,000  00 

If  all  Mr.  Binney's  claims  had  been  allowed,  his  emoluments  would  have  been  at  least  $15,000  per 
year;  as  it  was,  they  were  from  five  thousand  to  ten. 

Almost  every  extraordinary  allowance  actually  made  was  sanctioned  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
There  is  truth,  therefore,  in  the  letter  from  the  Fourth  Auditor  to  the  Second  Comptroller,  accompanying 
his  report  of  March  7,  1829,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy: 

"March  7,  1829. 
"Sir:  In  the  last  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  Amos  Binnej'^,  late  navy  agent  at  Boston,  sundry 
charges,  the  vouchers  for  which  are  iiercwith  enclosed,  were  suspended,  on  the  ground  tiiat  it  was  not 
competent  to  the  accounting  officers  to  decide  what  should  be  considered  extra  official  duties,  for  which 
tiie  law  allowed  additional  or  extra  compensation.  That  question  seems  now  to  have  been  settled  by  a 
recent  decision  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  relation  to  other  items  of  his  account  precisely  similar  in 
.  character  to  those  supported  by  the  accompanying  vouchers;  and  I  have  accordingly  reported  a  balance 
due  to  Amos  Binney,  of  forty-nine  thousand  and  thirty-three  dollars  and  twenty  cents,  excluding  from  tlie 
account  sundry  charges  for  loss  on  Treasury  notes,  for  which  he  has  a  memorial  now  pending  before 
Congress.. 

"T.  W. 
"RicH.\RD  CuTTS,  Esq.,  Second  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury.'" 

The  Second  Comptroller  did  imt  :i(t  on  this  report;  the  papers  were  withdrawn  by  the  Fourth 
Auditor;  tiie  settlement  canccliil;  tlic  iiitries  on  the  ledger  of  this  office  erased;  the  papers  given  up  to 
a  friendof  Mr.  Binney;  and  he  siiU  n  muins  indebted  to  the  United  States  $39,031.98,  of  which  the  sum 
of  $30,000  is  the  advance  made  to  him  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navj'  two  years  after  he  was  out  of  office, 
and  while  he  was  still  in  debt  to  the  government  upwards  of  $9,000. 

Commission  for  paying  mechanics  and  labo7-ers. 

The  first  allowance  of  this  kind  to  pursers,  appears  to  have  originated  upon  the  following  account: 

United  States  Navy  Department, 

To  George  S.  Wise,  Dr. 

For  the  use  of  his  sloop,  the  Purser,  engaged  in  the  transportation  of  provisions,  clothing,  &c., 
from  New  York  to  the  navy  yard,  and  from  thence  to  Sandy  Hook,  from  the  15th  Novem- 
ber, 1813,  to  the  25th  May,  1815 — eighteen  months  and  eleven  days,  at  $30  per  month. .       $551   00 
Cash  paid  clerk  hire  from  1st  October,.  1813,  to  the  1st  October,  1818 — sixty  months,  at  $32.50 

per  month 1 ,  950  00 

For  one-half  per  cent,  commission  for  disbursement  of  money  in  paying  mechanics,    d'C,  on 

$101,302.33 ' 2,532  56 

$5,033  56 


This  account  was  accompanied  by  vouchers  showing  the  employment  of  the  schooner,  &c.  But  in 
relation  to  the  last  item,  the  vouchers  show  that  the  charge  was  set  up  for  the  purpose  of  covering  a  loss 
on  Treasury  notes  during  the  M'ar.     Mr.  Wise  himself  says,  under  date  of  11th  November,  1818: 

"  The  cause  of  my  f(ninding  the  cliarge  on  the  payments  to  mechanics,  is,  first,  I  was  performing  a 
duty  not  strictly  appertaining  to  my  grade;  secondly,  that  the  Department  has  rejected  charges  of  loss 
on  Treasury  notes,  but  has  made  allowances  in  another  waj'  as  an  equivalent  for  such  losses;  and  thirdly, 
because  I  consider  it  but  justice  that  I  should  not  bear  the  loss  actually  sustained  on  the  Treasury'  notes 
received  by  me  as  a  public  officer,  to  be  disbursed  for  public  purposes." 

The  account  is  marked  on  the  back,  "Allowed:  J.  C.  C,"  and  was  passed  to  the  credit  of  Mr.  Wis^. 
This  was  in  1818. 

This  allowance  seems  not  to  have  been  considered  an  authoritative  precedent  for  any  other  of  a  like 
nature.  In  1821,  Purser  Todd,  of  the  New  York  yard,  advanced  a  claim  for  commission  on  payments  to 
mechanics  and  laliuiers„  which  was  siibmittcd  hy  ("(instant  Freeman,  Fourth  Auditor,  to  Smith  Thompson, 
then  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  liy  him  rcjcctiMl  in  the  following  words: 

"In  answer  Ut  the  witiiin  nutc,  1  have  to  state  that  I  know  of  no  law  authorizing  an  allowance  of 
any  percentage  to  pursers  in  navy  yards  upon  disbursements  to  mechanics  and  laborers." 

Nothing  further  seems  to  have  been  heard  of  these  claims  until  1825,  when  they  were  again  presented 
by  Purser  Todd.  The  Fourth  Auditor,  Dr.  Watkins,  then  allowed  the  claim,  amounting  to  $2,000,  without 
consulting  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  at  all.  In  1826  he  also  alinwid  and  passed  to  the  credit  of  the  same 
purser,  $1,913.33,  going  back  to  24th  October,  1818,  and  comin-  np  \n  .Inly  15,  1826. 

About  this  time,  a  claim  of  a  similar  nature  was  submitted  to  the  Srcrrtary  of  the  Navy,  Mr.  South- 
ard.    On  the  5th  August,  1826,  he  gave  the  following  opinion,  addressed  tu  the  Fourth  Auditor: 

"  I  liave  examined  the  claim  of  pursers  at  our  navy  yards  to  an  allowance  beyond  their  ordinary  and 
settled  compensation  for  paying  the  men,  mechanics  and  laborers. 

"The  claim  rests  on  the  assnmptinn  that  tin's  is  an  c.rlra  dutij.  I  do  not  perceive  how  this  is  proved 
to  be  an  extra  duty  more  than  any  and  r\  ijy  dnty  iniiornicd  liv  (  nicns  ai  our  navj-  yards.  They  are  all 
such  as  have  been  imposed  on  \\\r  oIliciTs  sinrc  ihc  cstaMishmcnt  oi  the  yards.  The  payment  of  the  men, 
mechanics  and  laborers,  is  no  more  an  txlra  duly  to  the  purser,  than  the  sujierinteuding  the  building  of  a 
ship  is  extra  duty  to  a  captain.      It   is  the  very  object  for  which  lie  is  placed  at  the  yard,  and  without 
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wliich  liis  presence  wduld  be  very  little,  if  at  all,  necessary;  and  for  lieing-  statioiiary  to  perform  which, 
he  receives  the  allowance  of  house  rent,  &c.  It  is  expressly  prescribed  to  him  by  the  reg-ulations.  (See 
page  51  of  tlie  printed  rules  and  regulations  fortlie  servii-i\) 

"As  I  do  not,  therefore,  see  any  principle  on  which  the  allowance  can  bo  justified,  1  cannot  hereafter 
approve  it." 

Upon  receipt  of  this  decision,  ne-ative  of  the  claim,  the  cliief  clerk  of  this  ollice  directed  tlie  allow- 
ances, made  upon  tlie  authontv  of  the  accounting-  ollicers  onlv,  lo  be  re-charo-ed;  luit  this  was  counter- 
manded bv  the  Fourtli  Auditor:  No  further  allowances  of  lliai  character  appear  to  have  been  made  durin.- 
the  vear  18-JU. 

In  the  year  ISi'T  an  allowance  of  $525,  f  n-  paying-  nuvhanics  a,..!  laborers,  was  made  to  Purser  Clem. 
S.  Iluntt,  oil  the  l'lnladi'i[.liia  station,  bv  authority  of  the  Fourth  Auditcu-.  t,nd,-r  the  nam,'  ,./'  clrrt  hin- 

Duriug  the  year  Ks-js,  the  f -llowing  allowances  were  nuide  uiuh;-  the  same  mime,  and  by  the  same 
aiitltorih/: 


To  Purs,.r  Win.,,  IV.-m  18->f. 

To  Purser  i;.  (',  budiow,  from  18-.M  to  lS-_>ti,  ] 

ToPursrr  K,    I'n.-.raid 

To  Purs,. r  C.  S.    Ihiuil 

To  Pursers,  llamblotoii 

To  Purser  S.  P.  Todd 

To  Amos  Binney,  navy  agent 


Previous  to  23d  .March,  1820,  th- 

To  Purser  Joseph  Wilson 

To  Purser  A.  P.  Darra-li 

To  Purser  C.  0.   llan.lv 


$-2,550  00 

;5,050  00 

1,000  00 

i>T5  00 

150  00 

225  00 

1,120  04 

$;i,OTU  04 

$5:;;!  va 

2,450  00 

270  00 

15,25:5  34 

Add  allowances  made  by  the  Fourth  Auditor  in   1825-0: 

To  Purser  S.  P.  Todd $2,000  00 

To  same l,;)i;5  33 

3,013  33 


$lG,24-2  71 

Hence  it  appears  that  there  was  allowed  without  law,  and  contrary  to  the  decisions  of  the  Seei-otarv 
of  tlie  Xavy,  bv  the  hite  Fourtli  .\mlitor  an, I  Se,-ou,l  C..inplr,.ller,  tlu- sum  n(  ..i.rleen  thuusaiul  lu-o  huiulred 
ami  h>rf>/-tin>  ,i„l!ars  ami  sere,iti/-one  eents,  f  .r  pavin-  nuvlianics  au,l  laborers,  a  s,'rvice  which  is  ,uu.  of  the 
l.urscr's"  ro-ular  duti(-s.  But  since  th,-  ,i,H-ision  ^.C  th,-  Socivlarv  iu  1820,  the  allowanc,.  has  foeu  el.. tiled 
in  a  fhlse  name,  ami  ma, I,'  ninm  f'alse  voueliers. 

'So.m  aft, a-  I  came  int,.  ,.ni,-e,  a  claim  ,.f  this  nature  was  pr.'s.'utcl  inuler  its  true  nam,'  an, I  ivjeeted. 
Then  cam,-  ,me  r,>r  ^MO.  .■l,-rk  hire,  pri'sentod  by  I'urs.a-  WeAe.  wh,.  ha,l  Imh'ii  station,'.!  at  Carlisl.','  ronn- 
SYlvania.  1  imiuire.l  wli.'tlu'r  he  lia.l  empl.-yd'aiul  pai.l  a  .-lerU?  11.'  r.'pli,',l,  '•  N,>;  bnl  an  all, .wan,','  ..f 
this  kind  is  made  b.  the  jmrser  at  I'hila.l.'lpiiia  f..r  payiu--  mechanics  au.l  lab..r,.rs."  Have  y,.u,  sai.l  1, 
any  mecliani.-s  ami  laln.rers  t..  pay  at  Carlisier'  "  No;  but  1  am  entitl.'.i  t,.  the  same  allowaiics  as  th,' 
purser  at  riiila.l.'li.hia;"  au.l  Iw  .'xhibit.'.l  his  or.lers,  which  so  slate.l.  Ib.w.'v.'r,  I  .li.l  not  cnstrm'  his 
orders  to  m,'an  that  h,'  was  1,.  !.,•  allow, ■,!  th,'  sam,'  fir  m,  .s,'rvi.'es  at  Carlisl,-  that  was  alK.we.l  f.r  aetaal 
services  at  ridhul.'lphia.  i;,'si.l,'s,  ,.u  inv,'sli-ati,.u,  I  became  satisfu'd  that  this  all..wance,  wherever 
made,  and  uml.'r  whal.'v.T  nam.',  is  ill,'._;-al. 

Purser  Iluntt,  ,.f  riiMa,l,'lpliia,  an.l  l'urs,'r  Clarke,  ,.f  N,'w  Y,.rU,  have  sin,-,'  b,','n  iu  llu'  .-ity,  an, I 
urged  me  to  make  this  all.. wan.-.'  to  th.-m,  at  least  uj.  to  th.'  .•l,.s,'  ..f  th,-  late  a.lministration.  As  an 
argument  in  suppport  ..f  th.-ir  .-laims,  th.-v  slat.-.l  that  Mr.  S,.nthar,l  a,'lually  appr.iv.'.l  ,.f  tiu'  allowan,',', 
under  the  nam.-  ,.f  cl.-rk  liin-,  an.l  that  a  .i.vlarati..n  ..f  his  t..  th.il  .'llb.-t  .•..ul.l  b.'  pr.uhuv.l,  pr..vul,'.l  it. 
would  be  taken  as  suHici.'ul  aulliorilv  f .r  all. .wing  the  claim.  1  was  ,.l.li-,',l  t..  say,  that  n..  v.-rbal  .l.'cla- 
ration  ,.f  the  lab-  Se,-r.'tarv  ,.llh.'  Navy  .-..ul.l  b.-'takeii  t..  c  .nlra.li.-l  his  olVu-ial  ,l,'cisi,.n,  as  ,'vi,l,'nce.l  by 
his  letter  t,)  the  F..urlh  .\u.lil..r  in  1820,  or  |.r..v.'  th.'  exist.'u,-e  ..fa  r.'-ulata.n,  which,  if  it  e.yisl.'.l,  ..light 
to  have  been  l.-ft  behin.l  him  in  wrilin-.  N.i  allowance  ..f  that  nature  has  been  made  by  me.  or  the  pre- 
sent Secretary  ,.ftli.'  Xavy. 

Case  of  Tobias  ]Valf.ins,  lale  Fourth  Auditor. 

public  m..m\y  .Irawn  by  Dr.  Tobias  Watkins,  late  F,.urlli  Audit. .r,  witlu.ut 

.11,  ami  char--,',l  b.  Furs.-r  Samu.'l  lbunblet..n,  tlu'ii  at  Pensacla  $2,000  00 
irp,.rtim;-  t..'l..'  ollhaal,  fr..m  ,1.  K.  raulding,  Ks,|.,  navy  ag.-nl  at 

vin..;-  lirst  pr,.,-ure.l  it  t,.  b.'  remitt..l  r,.r  that  purp..si' 1  ,  OtU)   00 

ir,-limslan.'es,  fn.m    K.  D,  Harris,   Ks,i.,  navy  a--,'nt  at   15,.st..u..  1,200   50 

ir.-umslan.'es,  fr,.m    Faiil.lim;- 3(10   00 

■ir.-umsian.'.'s,  fr..m  Harris..' 700  00 


Stat. 

ement  ..f  th.' 

sums  ..f 

autlu.rity 

•,  and  appli.'. 

A  t,.  his  ,. 

1827. 

March. 
July. 

Drawn  by 

Drawn  b'y 

N.'w 

r.'.piisili, 
,lrafts  p, 
V,.rk,  ha. 

Septem'r 

.     Drawn  un 

,l.'r  lik,-  .• 

October. 

Drawn  nn 

.l.a-  lik.'  <• 

Ocb.ber. 

Drawn  un 

,1,'r  Ilk,'  ,• 

1828. 
dune 

Drawn  un- 

a,'r   lik.'  e 

Septem-r 

.     Drawn    l..^ 

Iron 

Decembe 
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[No.  428. 


The  requisitions  upon  which  this  money  was  forwarded  to  the  navy  agents,  as  well  as  those  charged 
to  the  distant  pursers,  were  issued  upon  no  other  authority  than  the  request  of  the  Fourth  Auditor,  in 
some  iiis(;niics  written,  in  others  oral.  Such  requests  or  statements  would  not  now  be  considered  legal 
authority  [''>v  issniii;_;'  nquisitions,  unless  they  came  in  the  official  form  of  settled  accounts  admitted  by  the 
Second  (JdinplruUer. 

Case  of  George  Macdaniel. 

A  few  days  after  my  appointment  to  the  office  of  Fourth  Auditor,  I  was  informed  by  George  Mac- 
daniel, one  of  tlie  clerks  in  this  office,  tiiat  he  was  special  agent  for  the  Navy  Department  for  the  payment 
of  small  sums  of  money,  that  he  was  out  nf  funds;  ami  that  he  desired  me  to  address  a  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  requesting  a  requisilidii  to  issue  in  his  favor.  In  reply  to  the  questions  put  by  me, 
he  said  he  knew  of  no  law  or  regulation  authorizing  sui'h  au  agency,  but  that  he  was  appointed  by  the 
Secretary  of  tiie  Navy  imniy  yciirs  ago,  liad  continued  t(j  act  ever  since  in  that  capacity,  and  had  i-eceived 
as  a  compensation  one  per  cent,  on  his  disbursements. 

Upon  inquiry,  I  was  diioctnl  to  tlie  following  passage  of  an  act  of  Congress,  approved  March  24tli, 
1804,  as  originating  this  agency: 

"  Be  it  enacted,  &c.,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  attach 
to  the  Navy  yard  at  Washington,  and  to  the  frigates  and  other  vessels  laid  up  in  ordinary  in  the  Eastern 
Branch,  a  captain  of  the  navy,  who  shall  have  the  general  care  and  superintendence  of  the  same,  and 
shall  yjerform  the  duties  of  agent  to  the  Navy  Department,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  for  his  services 
the  pay  and  emoluments  of  a  captain  commanding  a  squadron  on  separate  service." 

"A  cnptain  of  the  vni-i/^'  was  accordingly  "attached  to  the  Navy  yard  at  Waf;hington/'  who,  for  some 
years,  "  pn-hinif'-d  tlw  il>ilir!<  of  (K/mf  to  the  Navy  Depaiiment."  A  regular  navy  agent  was  then  substi- 
tuted to  |ioiiorni  these  (liifies.  Fiiinlly,  without  any  change  of  the  law,  they  were  transferred  to  Mr.  Geo. 
Macdaniel,  a  cK-rk  ui  the  .V.'eoiinlant's,  and  afterwards  in  tlie  Fourth  Aiuli'tor's  office. 

This  arrangement  seems  to  huve  been  repugnant,  not  only  to  the  act  of  1804,  but  that  of  March  3d, 
1809,  the  3d  section  of  ^vhieli  declares  that,  ■■exclnsively  ol'  liie  |,a.viiiastei-s  of  the  army  and  pursers  of 
the  navy,  and  other  ohicei-s  anlhori/,ed  by  law,  no  olhrr  /irniinurii/  ai/rnis  shall  be  appointed,  either  for  the 
purpose  of  making  contracts,  oi-  foi-  i\\f  |nn|iose  of  siqiplii's,  or  tor  the  dislmrsement  in  any  other  manner 
of  moneys  fir  tlie  use  of  the  niililai-y  eslahlislmient  or  o/'///c  „„,■,/  ,,/'//,c  i:in.'r<t  S/afr.-:,  but  such  as  shall  be 
appointni  I,, I  Ihr  J'rr.<i,lr„f  ,>r  Ihr    I'luhul  Shlh's,    irilh   Ihr  iiilrlrr  iiin'l  r':,,isrii/  o/'  /l,r  Sr,,,!/,'." 

,  Mr.  .Macdaniel  was  appoinle.!  I,y  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  was  never  nominated  to  the  Senate. 
His'  agency  was  so 2}<'ri)iii„ri,f  that  it  continued  at  k'ast  IVoni  o'ctoher,  ISJi',  to  April,  1829.  His  business 
•Was  to  disburse  the  piilillc  iiKniri/.  The  sums  dislmrseil  were  at  lirst  small;  but  increasing  by  degrees, 
they  became  so  consiikn-aMe,  that  his  av(n-ag(.'  connnissions,  prior  to  1Sl>'.),  were  more  than  $800  per  year. 
The  duty  was  porforine,!  mostly,  if  not  entirely,  daring  oflice  hours,  and  sometimes  employed  him  for 
days,  during  wliich  he  Avas  rendering  no  service  to  the  I'oni'ih  Auditor's  ollice. 

As  soon  as  1  understooil  the  nature  of  this  agency,  1  direcied  Mi-.  .Macdaniel  to  stop  payment  and 
prepare  his  accounts  for  si'itlcment ;  and  his  agency  was  transferred  to  the  t'aptain  of  the  navy  yard. 

Mr.  Macdaniel  also  kept   the   liooks  of  the  navy  pension  fund.     This  service  was  rendered  during 
office  hours.     For  this  he  had  received  for  many  years  an  annual  compensation  of  $250.     The  origin  of 
this  allowance  may  be  found  in  the  tbllowing,  the  original  of  which  is  in  Mr.  Macdaniel's  handwriting: 
"  The  Navy  Pension  Fund, 

"To  George  Macdaniel. 

"  For  compensation  for  adjusting  and  keeping  the  accounts  of  the  fund,  and  2Jarticularly  m  exanrining 
and  adjusting  the  accounts  of  the  late  commissioners  of  loans,  as  agents  for  paying  pensions  previous  to 
the  balances  being  transferred  to  the  lianks,  from  1st  July,  1817,  to  the  1st  July,  1818,  (two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars) $250  00 

"Respectfully  submitted  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  his  approbation;  to  be  paid  and 
charged  to  the  contingent  account  of  the  fund. 
"Allowed:  B.  W.  Crowninshield." 

Although  the  allowance  was  more  for  a  special  than  a  general  service,  as  the  voucher  itself  shows, 
yet  it  has  been  made  a  precedent  for  an  annual  allowance  of  $250,  from  the  1st  July,  1811,  to  31st  May, 
1829.  Under  no  other  authority  than  the  above  "alloived,  B.  W.  Crowiiinshield,"  there  have  been  paid 
to  Mr.  Macdaniel,  out  of  the  navy  pension  fund,  no  less  than  $2,979.16. 

Mr.  Macdaniel  also  received  at  various  times  commissions  on  disbursements  and  purchase  of  stocks 
on  account  of  that  fund,  amounting  in  all  to  $1,218.77,  and  claims  $672  more,  which  have  not  been 
allowed. 

An    opinion  of   the  fidelifv  with  which  he  dischar-ed  his  duties  in  relation  to  this  fun.l  maybe   found 

by  comparing  the  reports  of   its  c lition,  made  .mt  by  him  and  sent  toC.mgress  at   the  session  of  1828, 

with  that  ma.le  at  the  present  session.  In  the  lormer,  it  will  he  perctdved  that  no  inl'ornKiti(.n  was  given 
of  the  .^::sl,ss4.7:^  helongmg  to  the  fund,  which  remained  uninvested  from  July  1st,  1828,  to  February 
17lh,  1Sl",i,  or  of  othei-  sums  to  a  large  amount.  The  accounts  of  some  of  the  navy  pension  agents  had 
not  fieeii  s<'ltled  from  the  \car  ISi'C),  as  appears  bv  a  list  made  out  at  my  request  soon  after  I  came  into 
office. 

This  business  was  also  done  within  office  hours.  Upon  Mr.  Macdaniel's  removal,  it  was  transferred 
to  another  clerk,  who,  in  little  more  than  a  month,  had  brought  up  all  arrearages.  The  annual  allowance 
of  $250  has  been  disconlinueil,  hecause  this  is  considered  a  portion  of  the  regular  duties  of  the  Fourth 
Auditor's  office;  and  the  clerk  entrusted  with  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  disbursements  of  any  description. 

Mr.  Macdaniel's  salary  in  this  oflice  was $1,400 

Allowance  for  keeping  books  of  navy  pension  fund 250 

Commissions — annual  average,  of  late  years 800 

Annual   receipts $2,450 

Thus  a  subordinate  clerk  received  $2,450,  when  my  chief  clerk's  salary  is  only  $1,700. 
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From  October,  1812,  to  March,  1829,  inclusive,  Mr.  Macdaniel  received   for  coinmissions,  as 

special   agent $4,121  89 

As  agent  for  purchase  of  stocks  and  payment  of  pensioners 1,218  11 

From  the  1st  July,  1811,  to  31st  May,  1829,  for  keeping  accounts  of  navy  pension  fund 2^919  IG 

Whole  amount  of  extra  allowance $8,925  82 

During  the  same  time  he  received  as  regular  salary  in  this  office 22,913  50 


Total  receipts $31,839  32 


During  that  time  he  had  also  in  his  hands,  as  appears  by  the  balances  on  his  various  settlements,  an 
average  of  about  $10,000  of  public  money,  and  a  portion  of  the  Bank  of  Columbia  stock,  for  the  purchase 
of  which,  on  account  of  tlie  navy  pension  fund,  he  was  allowed  a  commission,  was  bought  of  himself  on 
the  veri/  dai/  it  >ra.<  fran.f erred  to  him. 

lie  is  HdW  iiiil(  bted  to  the  navy  pension  fund  about  $1,200  dollars,  against  which  he  sets  up  a  claim 
to  suudi  y  <niiiiiiissi(ins  which  have  been  disallowed  since  the  20th  of  March,  1829,  and  a  balance  of  about 
$310  dm-  liini  nn  his  account  as  special  agent.  The  last  commissions  passed  to  his  credit  were  $192.11, 
on  tlie  11th  of  March,  1829,  a  few  days  before  the  removal  of  Messrs.  Watkins  and  Cutts. 

In  addition  to  the  illegality  of  Mr.  Macdaniel's  special  agency,  the  impolicy  of  making  an  accounting 
officer  a  disbursing  officer,  especially  when,  in  most  cases,  he  stated  his  owu  accounts,  is  too  glaring  to 
require  comment. 

Ca.se  of  the  one  hundred  and  fifteen  extra  marines. 

In  the  estimate  for  the  support  of  the  marine  corps  for  1829,  statement  E,  part  made  out  by  the  pay- 
master, there  is  the  following  entry: 

Amount  paid  to  115  marines  from  the  year  1822  to  the  year  1828,  inclusive,  these 
being  allowed  by  law  to  the  marine  corps  for  that  time,  and  for  which  no  appropriation 
has  heretofore  been  made,  (see  the  report  of  the  adjutant  and  inspector  for  this  item, 
which  is  herewith  submitted) $8,280  90 

In  the  same  statement,  part  made  out  by  the  quartermaster,  are  the  following  entries: 
For  one  year's  subsistence  of  115  marines,  being  the  number  maintained  more  than  estimated 

for,  as  per  the  accompanying  statement  of  the  adjutant  and  inspector,  is: 

41,915  rations,  at  12|  cents  per  ration 5,031   00 

For  clothing  for  the  same 3,450  00 

For  fuel  for  the  same 690  00 

For  contingencies  for  the  same 1,115  35 

Whole  estimate  for  115  extra  troops $19,113  25 

By  accident  the  whole  estimate  for  the  subsistence  of  the  marine  corps  was  omitted  in  the 

appropriation  bill,  including  the  above  item  of 5,037  00 

This  amount  was  actually  appropriated $14,136  22 


Observing  this  estimate  soon  after  I  came  into  office,  I  inquired  what  it  meant.  I  could  obtain  no 
information.  There  had  been  no  deficiency  in  the  appropriations;  there  were  no  troops  unpaid;  there  was 
nothing  due  to  the  paymaster  or  quartermaster  for  advances  of  their  own  funds  to  extra  troops.  ,In  fine, 
I  could  perceive  no  object  whatever  for  which  this  money  was  asked  and  obtained. 

I  remained  in  entire  darkness  on  the  subject  until  about  the  24th  November  last,  when  the  following 
was  presented  to  me  as  a  voucher  in  the  paymaster's  account: 

"United  States  Marine  Corps, 

"  To  Brevet  Captain  Park  G.  Howie,  Br. 

"To  allowance  for  one  extra  servant,  as  adjutant  and  inspector,  from  the  1st  January,  1821,  to 

30th  December,  1828,  is  seven  years  and  nine  months,  at  $14.84  per  month $1,380  12 


"Received,  Washington,  1st  of  October,  1828,  of  Captain  Joseph  L.  Kuhn,  paymaster  of  the  United 
States  marine  corps,  one  thousand  three  hundred  aud  eighty  dollars  and  twelve  cents,  in  full  of  the  above 
account. 

"$1,380.12.  PARK  G.  HOWLE,  Adjutant  and  Ins2)ector." 

On  the  back  of  this  paper  is  the  following  endorsement,  in  Mr.  Southard's  handwriting: 

"  I  understand  this  account  to  form  one  of  the  items  in  a  part  of  the  recent  estimate  for  the  marine 
corps,  and  to  be  embraced  in  that  estimate.  This  being  so,  its  allowance  must  depend  upon  the  passage 
of  the  appropriation.     If  it  be  passed,  let  the  account  be  paid. 

"December  15.1828." 

Not  finding  any  appropriation  which  seemed  to  embrace  this  account,  I  was  told,  on  inquiry,  that  it 
was  probably  iuteuded  to  be  covered  by  that  for  the  115  extra  troops.  I  immediately  wrote  to  the  pay- 
master, copying  the  above  endorsement,  and  adding: 

"  As  the  appropriation  passed,  and  you  have  paid  the  amount,  will  you  have  the  kindness  to  point 
out  to  me  that  part  of  the  estimate  in  which  it  is  embraced?      ]  am  unable  to  find  it." 
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I  received  the  following  answer: 

"Paymaster's  Office,  Marine  Corps,  Navy  Department,  November  M,  1829. 
"  Sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  this  date,  I  have  to  state  that  the  amount  paid  to  Lieutenant  Howie, 
for  an  extra  servant,  I  understand  to  be  embraced  in  that  part  of  my  estimate  for  the  year   1829  in 
which  an  appropriation  is  asked  for  the  payment  of  115  marines,  over  and  above  the  number  authorized 
by  law  for  the  United  States  marine  corps. 

"  I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  JOS.  L.  KUHN,  P.  M.  C. 

"To  Amos  Kendall,  Esq.,  Fom-th  Auditor  of  the  Treasury." 

Not  believing  that  Congress  so  understood  the  matter,  I  rejected  the  claim.  None  other  upon  that 
fund  has  been  presented,  and  the  whoh;  tippropriation  remains  in  tlie  Treasury.  It  is  now  denied  that 
any  other  claim  is  kn(.nvn  whii'li  was  iiilcinlcd  tn  be  paid  out  of  it. 

On  reference  to  the  lalilrs  riiniislicil  hy  the  ailjntaiil  ami  inspector,  and  referred  to  by  the  paymaster 
and  quartermaster,  it  \vill  lie  pcnciNcd  that  the  cxtia  iiuinlu'r  of  troops  alluded  to  is  made  up  by  adding 
58  servants  every  year  tn  lln'  actual  sircn^'tli  ni'  the  cmps,  ami  dednrting  a  smaller  number  of  servants 
for  officers  at  sea.  Tlicic  \vitc,  in  fact,  im  extra  fni<i/f<  at  all;  it  is  (Hily  a  parade  of  extra  servants,  as 
designated  in  Captain  lldwic's  vunclicr,  -ui  up  in  isi's.  Had  iliat  arcuunt  been  allowed,  there  is  little 
doubt  that  it  would  have  lii'fii  rnllnwcd  l>y  another  and  aiiMtlicr,  until  tlic  a]:)propriation  was  exhausted. 
Tliat  Mr.  Southard  knew  the  object  of  this  estimate,  is  proved  by  his  endorsement  upon  the  voucher. 
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List  of  persons  appointed  ( 


Hcers  in  the  navy,  in  the  years  1828  and  1829,  willi  the  dale  of  such  appointment, 
icho  have  been  ordered  on  duty. 


Date  of 

ppointnient. 


3  been  ordered. 


Amount 

paid 
to  each. 


MIDSHIP.MEX. 

Henry  French 

Lloyd  J.  Brvant 

H.  B.  Robinson 

Wm.  H.  Brown 

Chas   H    ('ntton 

Ja„.       1, 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Feb.       1, 

Jan.       1, 

April     1, 

do 

do 

1             do 

t 

do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
1              do 
!              do 

do 
1              do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

1828. 

1828* 
1828. 
1828. 

Cincinnatus  Pryor 

0.  T.  Fairfax 

H.  C.  Tilfihman 

Robert  Deacon 

D   B    Ridgeley 

B.  S.  B.  Darlington 

Wm.  H   Inskeep 

N.  E.  Lane  

Geo.  P.  Ricker 

F  B  Wri"-ht    

J.  W.  Revere 

J   B  Muse 

John  L    Riu'i- 

L.  Redman 

J<,hu  A.  Covle 

David  McDougal 

J.  M.  Lockert 

H.  A.  Harrison 

H.  C.  Flagg,  jr 

D  F    Dulanv 

Edward  H    Perkins 

F.  V.  Delberghe 

John  Borden      . .    . 

Wm.  H.  Ball 

Wm   C    Banister 

James  Alden   jr 

S.  W.  Ellis 

Jno   W   Taylor 

A.  M.  Pennock 

W.  Silliinan 

T.  M.  Taylor 

F   Clinton 

Geo    Emmons 

N    Eno-lish 

A.  L.  Case  

Wm  G   Elliot 

Jas  W   Cooke 

Wm  H  Burc»-es 

A    Asher   

S   W    Wilkinson 

John  Wyman 

J   T    Williams 

R  P    Welsh 

Wm  R    Taylor 

John  G  Todd 

Wm.  0.  Slade 

M  H   Smith    

Charles  Sperry 

Ben  F    Sands  

Thomas  M.  Petway 

Ezra  Reed   jr 

John  P.  Parker  

Henry  J.  Paul 

Thos.  H.  Perkins 

Was  on  board  Debnvai-e   74   when  appointed, 
acting  as  captain's  clerk. 

Feb.  9,  1828.  To  Nnrfnlk  scl 1. 

Feb.  7,  1828.  To  N.  Ymk  srl 1.     Resigned. 

Feb.  29,  1828.   To  th<-  C.r.nn\,ns. 
Jan.  29,  1828.   Tn  Nm-  Yu,k  s.-h,,,,]. 
Jan.  7,  1828.   To  Nurlnlk  schuul. 
Jan.  30,  1828.  To  the  Delaware  71. 
•  July  11,  1828.  To  receiving  ship,  Baltimore. 
Aug.  8,  1828.  To  Baltimore  station. 
June  4,  1828.  To  Navy  yard,  Philadelphia. 
June  20,  1828.  To  Norfolk  school. 
Oct.  15,  1828.  To  the  St.  Louis. 
Declined.     No  order. 
July  18,  1828.  To  Boston  yard. 
May  23,  1828.  To  New  York  school. 
Dec.  27,  1828.  To  Norfolk  school. 
Dec.  23,  1828.  T,.  Purlsmculh  yard.  Resign'd. 
May  30,  1828.  To  New  Y,,ik  M-h..<,I. 
June  .5,  1828.  To  \rw  Ymk  s,hu,,l. 
July  15,  1828.  To  New  York  school.     Dead. 
Resigned.     No  order. 
July  24,  1828.  Leave  of  absence. 
Dropped.     No  order. 
May  30,  1828.  To  New  Ynrk  s.'hool. 
Aug.  20,  1828.   To  New  V,nk  M-hwl. 
June  18,  1828.  To  Xuilnlk  s.-h..,,!. 
Oct.  15,  1828.  To  the  Guerriere. 
July  18,  1828.  To  Norfolk  school. 
May  16,  1828.  To  Norfolk  school. 
June  14,  1828.  To  New  York  school. 
July  23,  1828.  To  Erie. 
June  25,  1^28.  To  New  York  school. 
May  12,  1828.  To  New  Yt.rk  school. 
April  22,  1828.  To  Norfolk  school. 
Sept.  23,  1828.  To  Boston  station. 
Resi-ned.     No  order. 
Dec.  5,  1828.  To  Norfolk  school. 
April  25,  1828.  To  Nm-folk  sclio..!. 
April  30,  1828.   To  rinbHlrlpliia  yard. 
Oct.  1,  1828.   To  Xoi-lolk  s.'hool. 
May  16,  1829.  To  receiving  ship,  Baltimore. 
Name  left  off.     No  order. 
July  18,  1828.  To  New  York  school. 
Name  left  oft'.     No  order. 
July  21,  1828.   To  New  York  station. 
May  5,  1830.  To  Norfolk  station. 
Oct.  15,  1828.   To  tho  t^uciri.  IV. 
July  11,  1828.  To  Norfolk  srhool. 
Sept.  2,  1828.   To  AVrst  Indios.     Resigned. 

Oct.  13,  1828.  To  Norfolk  s,l ]. 

July  19,  1828.   Portsmoufli  yard. 
May  10,  1828.  To  New  York  school. 
Aug.  4,  1828.  To  New  York  school. 
July  12,  1828.  To  Hudson. 
Nov.  6,  1828.  To  receiving  ship,  Norfolk. 
June  17,  1828.  To  Norfolk  school. 
Oct.  15,  1828.  To  the  St.  Louis. 
April  30,  1828.  To  N..)rfolk  school. 
July  22,  1828.  To  Now  Y.,rk  school. 
Aug.  30,  1828.  To  Now  York  school. 
May  31,  1828.  To  New  York  school. 
Oct.  13,  1828.  To  Norfolk  school. 
April  21,  1830.  To  the  Concord. 
Sept.  2,  1828.  To  Portsmouth  yard. 
April  15,  1828.  To  Norfolk  school 
Name  left  oK     No  order. 
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J. — List  of  jxrsons  appointed — Continued. 


Date  of 
appointment. 


Anionnt 

paid 
to  each. 


H.  J.  Hailstone  . 

H.   Norvell 

A.  McClun-  ..  . 
J.  Mooreliead  .  .  . 
R.  P.  Ma-rant  .  . 
S.   Larken,   jr... 

L.  c.  L..VO :.... 

S.  R.  Kunx 

F.  E.  Joyiiei-.... 

Jas.  Heriot 

Edvvaid  Iliijjkin.'- 
A.  A.  Holo.nd).. 
Geo.  W.  (Jay  ... 
J.  C.  Graliain... 
S.N.  Greene... 
John  Rod-ors,  ji 

Chas.  Ilelle 

T.  Dade 

J.  M.  Frailey  ... 
Geo.  Henderson . 
H.  H.  Lewis.... 
J.  B.  Mareliand  . 
Geo.  Maeonibor 
Wm.  Steanis,  jr. 
R.  L.  TUolnuan  , 
P.  L.  Gansevoor 
Wni.  T.  Muse.. 
C.  A.  Cannell  . . , 

L.  Handy 

J.  L.Henderson 

E.  W.  Stall 

Geo.  H.  White. 
Wm.  S.  Swann. 
T.  T.  Hunter. . . 
E.  Middleton 

J.  Buchanan.  .. 
Roger  Perry. . . 
J.  W.  Barker.. 
Gust.  H.  Seott . 
J.  F.  Uvvcvr... 
Geo.  Lansino-.. 


Wn 


L.  llcrndui 


C.  E.  L.  < 

Richd  Forrest 

Geo.  M.  Fowler 

R.  H.  C.iliioun 

N.   R.  liaker 

AVni.  H    K.  Halstead. 

G.  R.  A.  Brooke 

Jos.  C.  Walsh 

Geo.  McWhite 

Wm.  W.  Smith 

C.  F.  M.  Spotswood. . 
Wm.  S.  Ringgold  . . . 

F.  B.  Renshaw 

Nathaniel  Reeder  . . . 

A.  W.  Prevost 

Wm.  R.  O'SuUivau  . . 

J.  K.Bowie 

C.  McLitosh 

L.  Miller 

A.  Maclean 

Wm.  Leit^le 

T.  A.  Jenkins 

M.Lewis 

Edwin  Laub 

Pierson  Hurd 

C.  Watkins 

S.  S.  Washington  . . . 
Joshua  Humphreys. . 
Wm.  L.  Maury 


Ai>ril      1,  1828. 


do 

do 

do 
April   18,  1828. 
April      1,  1828. 
May       1,  1828. 


do 
do 


July       1,  1828. 
do 
do 

do 

do 

do 
August  1,  1828. 
Oct.        1,1828. 
1,  1828. 

do 

do 


Nov. 


do 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 
do 
do 
do 


Feb.       2,  1829. 
do 


Oct.  15,  1828.   To  the  Guerriere. 
April  21,  18.30.  To  the  Concord. 
June  28,  1828.  To  New  York  schooL 
Sept.  11,  1828.  To  New  York  schooL 
Oct.  15,  1828.  To  the  Guerriere. 
July  19,  1828.   To  Portsni..nlli  yard. 
Oct.  6,  1828.  To  New  York  srhool. 
Aug.  6,  1828.  To  Boston  vard. 
June  11,  1828.   To  Norfolk  school. 
May  13,  l-'.8.  To  Noilnlk  school. 
JulV2,  1828.   To  the  lln.lson. 
Oct.  27,  1828.  To  i'liihidelphia  yard. 
Dec.  8,  1S2S,   To  Mc.literranean. 
Ik  sclio(,l. 


No 


nlei 


.Inne  10,   1S2'.).   To  the  Constellation. 
Docliii.d.     No  order. 
Jniic  14,  1828.  To  Norfolk  school. 
Sept.  2,  1828.  To  New  York  school. 
July  22,  1828.  To  Norfolk  school. 
Nov.  6,  1828.  To  Norfolk  school. 
Oct.  27,  1828.  To  Philadelphia  yard. 
June  3,  1828.  To  New  York  school. 
April  21,  1830.   To  the  CoiK'onl. 

June  11,  1828.  To  New  V..rkscl 1. 

June  28,  1828.  To  New  York  school. 

June  16,  1828.  To  Norfolk  school. 

Sept.  16,  1828.  To  New  Y'ork  school. 

June  27,  1828.  To  New  York  school. 

July  16,  1828.  To  New  York  school. 

June  27,  1828.  To  Norfolk  school. 

Aug.  4,  1828.  To  Philadel.  yard.     Resigned. 

Sept.  4,  1828.  To  New  York  school. 

July  18,  1S2S.   To  Norfolk  school. 

On  duty  in  the  _Mc<lit<Mi-aiican  squadron  when 

apjHiinti.'d.     No  order  from  Department. 
Aug.  12,  1828.  To  New  Y'ork  school. 
Nov.  6,  1828.  To  receiving  ship,  Norfolk. 
Aug.  14,  1828.  To  N.  Y.  school.     Resigned. 
Oct.  28,  1828.  To  the  St.  Louis. 
Feb.  17,  1830.  To  the  Natchez. 
Dec.  2G,  1829.   To  the  Brandywine. 
Dec.  11,  1828.  To  the  Guerriere. 
Dec.  5,  1828.  To  New  York  school. 
Dec.  3,  1828.  To  the  St.  L(niis. 
Dec.  10,  1828.  To  New  York  school. 
Nov.  26,  1828.  To  receiving  ship,  Philadelphia. 
Aug.  22,  1829.  To  the  Peacock. 
Resigned.     No  order. 
Deceit,  1828.  To  the  Hornet. 
June  11,  1829.  To  Mediterranean. 
Dec.  5,  1828.  To  New  York  school. 
No  orders. 

Dec.  11,  1828.   To  the  Natchez. 
Dec.  11,  1828.  To  the  Natohez. 
Nov.  26,  1828.  To  receiving  ship,  Philadelphia. 
April  21,  1830.   To  the  Boston. 
Dec.  15,  1828.  To  New  York  school. 
July  29,  1829.  To  the  Constellation. 
June  12,  1829.  To  the  Constellation. 
June  4,  1829.  To  the  Constellation. 
Dec.  11,  1828.  To  the  Guerriere.     Dead. 
Resigned.     No  orders. 
June  4,  1829.  To  the  Constellation. 
Dec.  11,  1828.  To  the  Natchez. 
Dec.  12,  1828.  To  Philadelphia  yard. 
Dec.  11,  1828.  To  the  Hornet. 
Jan.  27,  1829.  To  N.  Y'.  school.     Resigned. 
Dec.  1,  1828.  To  New  York  school. 
Dec.  11,  1828.  To  the  Hornet. 
Dec.  26,  1829.  To  the  Brandywine. 
Dec.  26,  1829.  To  the  Brandywine. 


1830.J 


PAY    OF    OFFICERS    AND    AGENTS. 


J. — List  of  joersonx  appointed-^QoTiimweA. 


Date  of 
appointment. 


Who  have  been  ordered. 


Amount 
I     paid 
to  each. 


C.  H.  Coy  

John  H.  Thrustoii  . . 

R.  G.  Moore 

J.  Anderson 

J.  P.  B.  Adams 

J.  J.  Ahuy 

Wm.  Allen 

Nathaniel  G.  Bay  . . 
Edward  C.  Bowers  . 

A.  P.  Buck 

T.  A.  Budd 

J.  Banister 

A.  S.Baldwin 

0.  H.  Berrvnian.... 

Geo.  R.Carrnll 

Geo.  T.  Crump 

T.  A. M.  Craven  . .  .  . 

John  B.  Dale 

T.  F.  Davis 

Stephen  Dod 

J.  AV.  D.  Ford 

Wm.  H.  H.  Gray... 

AVm.  H.  Hurst 

P.  Houston 

Danl.  Hunt 

P.  W.  Humphrevs.. 
Fred.  Ilsley  ../...  . 

Peter  Johnson 

A.  J.   Leslie 

D.  Lynch,   jr 

John"  B.  Meigs 

T.  \V.  Magruder.  . . . 

M.  Myers 

Benj.  D.  Moore 

Henry  D.  Maxwell.. 

R.  Patton,  jr 

Robt.  B.   Pegram. . . 

Wm.  Pope 

D.  Porter,  jr 

Jas.  H.  Strong 

L.  C.  Sartori 


Chas.  Thomas 

A.  R.  Taliaferro 

S.  H.  Turner 

John  L.  Taylor 

J.  A.  Underwood. . . . 

Geo.  P.  Wyche 

Wm.   Whiting 

Edward  C.  Wards... 
Wm.  A.  Watrous. . . . 

John  Wilson 

Wm.  S.  Williamson. . 

0.  H.  Perry 

M.S.   Pitcher 

A.  H.  Coleman 

Stephen  Decatur . . . . 

A.  B.  Marrest 

M.  S.  Stokes 

Osmun  Claiborne. . .  . 

R.  C.  Cogdell 

JohnS.  Booth 

Jas.  H.  North 

Richard  Bache,  jr.. . . 

E.  T.  Shubrick 

F.  E.  Barry 

Chas.  W.  "Morris..., 
Edwin  J.  De  Haven. , 
John  H.  Sherburne. . 
And.   F.  V.  Gray.  .  . 

S.  Barriu-ton 

Wm.   Milnor 


2,  1829.. 

No  orders. 

do 

June  11,  1829.  To  the  Natchez. 

do 

N.J  orders. 

do 

April  21,  1830.  To  the  C.mcord. 

do 

No  orders. 

do 

April  21,  1830.  To  the  Concord. 

do 

No  orders. 

do 

April  2,  1829.  To  New  York  school 

do 

Feb.  17,  1829.  To  the  St.  Louis. 

do 

No  orders. 

do 

Feb.  4,  1829.  To  New  York  school. 

do 

Feb.  n,  1829.  To  Norfolk  school. 

do 

No  orders. 

do 

June  13,  1829.  To  the  Natchez. 

do 

Aug.  22,  1829.  To  the  Peacock. 

do 

Felj.  17,  1829.  To  Norfolk  school. 

do 

April  21,  1830.  To  the  Boston. 

do 

No  orders. 

d,. 

N.J  orders. 

do 

No  orders. 

do 

No  orders. 

do 

No  orders.     Resio-ncd. 

do 

March  3,  1829.  To  Philadelphia  yar 

do 

Kesio-ned.     No  orders. 

do 

No  orders. 

do 

N.J  orders. 

do 

No  orders. 

d<:. 

Dec.  2tj,  1829.  To  the  Brandy wme. 

do 

No  orders. 

do 

March  28,  1829.  To  New  York  scho 

d.j 

d.j 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

d.j 

do 

do 

do 

Feb.     24, 

1829 

March  13 

l8-_'-.) 

March  14, 

182'.l 

March  17 

1829 

March  21, 

1829 

May     12, 

1829 

May     19, 

1829 

d.j 

May     27, 

1829 

May     29, 

1829 

June      3, 

1829 

June    22, 

1829 

do 

Sept.    12 

1829 

Oct.       2, 

1829 

Oct.       5, 

1829 

Oct.     15 

1829 

Jan.        3 

1828 

;t  22,  1829.  To  the  Peacock. 
Feb.  18,  1830.  Leave  twelve  months. 
Resigned.     No  orders. 
.March  16,  1829.  To  New  York  school. 
Resii;-ned.     No  orders. 
Feb.lS,  1829.  To  New  York  school. 
April  21,  1830.  To  the  Boston. 
No  orders. 

June  4,  1829.  To  the  Constellation. 
N.J  ordei 


No 


r.lers 


No  orders. 

N.J  or.lers. 

Feb.  25,  1829.  To  Norfolk  school. 

No  orders. 

June  4.  1829.  To  the  Constellation. 

Dec.  26,  1829.  To  the  Brandywine. 

No  or.lers. 

No  orders. 

May  6,  1830.  To  the  Concord. 

No' orders. 

No  orders. 

Dec.  26,  1829.  To  the  Brandywine. 

April  21,  1830.  To 


_\1;, 


ih.'  Nu- 


■IW.   To  X.w  V.irk  stali.jn. 
,lu,;,.  4,   lS-29.   T..  tli.'('.nstellati..n. 
April  21,  1830.  To  the  Boston. 
Sept.  15,  1829.  To  the  Erie. 
June  4,  1829.  To  the  Constellation. 
July  13,  1820.  To  West  Indies. 
June  26,  1820.  To  New  Y.jrk  sch.;Jol. 
Sept.  15,  1Sl>0.   Ti.  th.'  Frie. 
Sept.  15,  1829.   To  th.'  Erie. 
April  21,  1830.  To  the  Bost.jn. 
June  22,  1829.  To  Mediterranean. 
No  orders. 

Feb.  17,  1830.  To  the  Natchez. 
No  orders. 
No  orders. 

March  8,  1828.  To  the  Hornet. 
Mav  9,  1828.  To  Washington  barracks. 
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J. —  Lid  of  jjemons  appointed — Continued. 


Date  of 
appointment. 


Who  have  been  ordered. 


Amount 

paid 
to  each. 


edy. 


T.  L.  Smilh 
Wni.  Whel 
A.  E.  Kenii 
J.    Jimeaon 

L.  B.  Hunter 

Geo.  Bhicknel!.... 

E.  H.  Frechuid*... 
Richard    Barnum*. 

F.  Wessals* 

H.  N.   Glenthworth 
R.  K.  H.    Sims*. . . 
John  C.  Spencer*. . 
Wm.  A.  W.  Spotswood^ 
Wm.  W.  Wood*, 
J.  F.  AVhitehill*. 
Geo.  B.  McKni--h 
Wm.  G.  Micks*., 
John  B.Elliot*.., 

Wm.   Tyler* 

Amos  G.  Gambric 
Jones  W.  Flumer^ 
John  V.  Smith* . 
Geo.  Clymer*. . . , 
J.  Brenkerhoft'*. . 
Danl.  Egbert*  .  .  . 
Solomon  Sliarpe*. 


PURSERS. 

James  Brooks 

G.  C.  Cooper 

F.  B.   Stockton 

F.  G.  McCauley. . . 
Wm.  A.  Slacum. . . 
Nathl.  Wilson 


MARINE  OFFICERS. 

Theo.  Bain  bridge 

A.  C.  McLean 

Jas.  W.   Shaumburgh. . 


NAVY  AGENTS. 

Andrew  Armstrong. . 
Jno.  N.  Sherburne. . . 

Isaac  Phillips 

J.  T.  Robertson 

John  Laighton 

Wm.  L.  Robeson.... 

Nash  Legrand 

Chas.  P.  Tutt 


NAVAL  STOREKEEPERS. 

Richard  H.  Ayer 

Robert  Joyner 


16,  1828. 
2,  1828. 
16,  1829. 
16,  1829. 

,  1S28. 


Dec. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

May 

May 

Dec. 

Dec. 

May     2(t,  ls2'.t. 

May     23,  lsi>y. 

June    20,  1829. 

do 
June    27.  1829. 
July       l'  1829. 

do 
Aug.    22,  1829. 
Sept.    15,  1829. 


Marcl 
June 
Oct. 


7,  1828. 
■chll,  1829. 

do 
•ch  2T,  1829. 

8,  1829.. 
6,  1829 


John  P.   Fenner Feb.     25,  1828 . 

G.  W.  Ridgely April   24,  1828  = 

Chas.  S.   Stewart 1  Nov.       1,  1828. 

Wm.  Ryland I  May     23,  1829. 

Tim.  J.  Harrison Oct.       2,  1829 . 


I  June  20,  1828.   Tu  the  Hudson. 
Mav  14,  1828.  To  Norfolk  station. 
MuVch  29,  1828.  To  the  Shark. 
Mav  1,  1828.  To  receiving  ship.  New  ^ 
June  20,  1828.   To  the  Hudson. 
July  18,  1828.  To  the  Fairlield. 
May  4,  1829.  To  Mediterranean. 
Nov.  20,  1828.   To  the  Vandalia.     Resi 
Dec.  2.  1828.  T,.  the  Canricre. 
Dec.  2,  1828.   T..  the  (uimicre. 
Dec.  2,  1828.  Tn  thr  Cnmicre. 
Dec.  16,  1828.  T..  the  Natchez. 
Dec.  2,  1828.  To  the  St.  Louis. 
May  16,  1829.  To  Pcnsacola  yard. 
May  16,  1829.  To  Pensacola  hospital. 
Dec.  5,  1828.  To  Navy  yard.  Washing 
Dec.  30,  1828.  To  Norfolk  station. 
.Mav  20,  1829.  To  hospital  at  Bt>ston. 
May  25,  1829.  To  receiving  ship,"  New 
June  20,  1829.   To  the  Constellation. 
June  20,  1829.  To  the  Ontario. 
June  27,  1829.  To  coast  of  Africa. 
July  1,  1829.  To  the  Constellation. 
July  1,  1829.  To  Mediterranean. 
August  22,  1829.  To  the  Peacock. 
Sept.  15,  1829.  To  the  Erie. 


Jan.  10,  1828.  To  the  Porpoise. 
June  12,  1829.   Leave  of  absence. 
August  25,  1829.  To  the  Shark. 
June  17,  1829.  To  the  Ontario. 
August  22,  1829.  To  the  Peacock. 
Dec.  25,  1829.  To  the  Pacific. 

April  7,  1828.  To  Washington  j'ard. 
Oct.  13,  1828.  To  Pliiladelphia  yard. 
Nov.  15,  1828.  To  the  Guerriere. 
June  17,  1829.  To  Washington  yard. 
Oct.  8,  1829.  To  Norfolk  yard. 


May     24,  1828. 

March  11,  1829. 

do 


April  24,  1828. 
July  11,  1828. 
March    3,  1829. 

do 
April    24,  1829. 
April    27,  1829. 
Aug.      8,  1829. 
May     13,  1829. 


May       1,  1829. 
May     20,  1829. 


Navy  Department,  May  29,  1830. 


•  These  young  gentlemen  were  appointed  assistant  surgeons  by  the  late  Secretary  of  the  Navy.     Their  appointments  were  subse- 
quently suspended  lor  a  time,  and  finally  they  were  reappointed,  and  some  of  them  to  bear  date  in  1S29. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT   OF  THE   SECRETARY  OF   THE   NAVY,   SHOWING   THE   CONDITION   OF 
THE  NAVY  IN  THE  YEAR  1830. 

COMMUXICATED,    WITH    THE    PRESIDENT'S    MESSAGE    DECEMBER    7,    1830. 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Navy. 

Navy  Department,  December  6,  1830. 
The  following  report  of  the  transactions  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  durino-  the  present'  year 
with  a  view  of  the  several  subjects  connected  witli  its  interests,  is  respectfully  laid  before  tiie  President 
of  the  United  States. 

The  state  of  the  navy,  sincp  the  cnmmnnicati^.n  made  to  v„u  i„  D, ■.■ember  last,  has  been,  generally 
favorable  to  its  active  cx.-rti.nis  „,  tbr  ,n,|,Mrl;n,t  i„irs„its  i„  wliiHi  it  lias  been  engaged.  No  distressing 
casualty  or  marked  .alannty  has  ussailrd  i(  si.,,',.  tl„.  I.iss,,r  the  si,  „  ,p-of-war  Hornet,  information  of 
which  lamented  ev.'iit  was  iv,a.u,Ml  |,ri,,r  i,.  the  a,lj,,ui  ument  -.f  th,.  last  session  of  Congress. 

The  active  Im-cr  ein|)loy,-,l  within  tin'  year  has  nut  been  essentially  varied  from  that  kept  in  service 
for  several  y,.ars  past,  'i  his  ,.,iiMsts  ,i|-  live  frigates,  ten  sloops-of-war,  and  four  schooners;  of  these,  the 
most  efficieiii  s,|iia,lrMn,  ,m|,i|h»,.,1  ,if  two  frigates  and  four  sloops,  has  been  required  to  cruise  in  the 
Mediterran,Mi,  s,m,  wh,r-,  IV,. m  ih,.  hii-v  interest  on-a-.-d  in  in<Teaiiti!e  a,lv,aituivs  to  the  several  States 
on  Its  coasts.  Its  |,,vs,.,„..  w;,.  ,|,.,.,n,Ml  ,,|  in,, St  iiiiii.ulai,,-,..  This  has  ,■, ,i,t  ii,,i,.,l  niMl,a-  the  command  of 
Commodore  ll„l,ll,'.  1  w,,  ,,|  th,.  vess,.ls  ,.,,in|.:.si,i,-  it  hav  I.,', mi  ivli,.v..,l,  th.ar  frms  ,,f  .service  having 
expired,  and  ilaar  ],la,-,.s  supph,.,!  l,yth,.  sl,„ip,s-ul-war  Cmcnl  and  l!ost,.n;  tli,-  h-nner  being  first  ordered 
to  convey  the  Linted  States  inimster  to  Russia,  and  the  latter  to  take  the  United  States  consul  general 
to  the  Barbaiy  ])uwers. 

The  state  of  these  vessels  has  been  represented  to  be,  in  point  of  order  and  preparation  for  service, 
every  way  worthy  of  approbation,  and  the  discipline  exact,  without  rigor,  promising  all  required  effi- 
ciency in  its  force.  Under  the  caniiiaiiil  of  this  able  and  vigilant  officer,  all  the  necessary  protection  has 
been  given  to  the  trade  in  that  ,|uaitei-,  no  case  having  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Department  of  inju- 
ries from  piratical  attacks;  and,  with  the  several  States  and  sovereignties  bordering  on  its  coasts,  the- 
best  understanding  has  been  preserved.  This  squadron  continues  to  rendezvous  at  the  port  of  Mahon, 
in  the  Island  of  Minorca,  a  ]irivilege  which  has  been  conceded  by  the  government  of  Spain,  affording 
great  conveniences  lo  the  United  States  squadrons,  especially  at  seasons  when  their  safety  would  be 
endangered  by  remaining  at  sea.  Here  they  enjoy  a  respite  from  the  labors  and  dangers  of  the  ocean,  in 
climate  mild  and  favorable  to  the  restoration  of  the  health  of  their  crews,  after  long  and  laborious  service 
at  sea. 

Other  changes  in  the  vessels  employed  in  this  sea  are  contemplated  during  the  next  year,  but  the 
force  is  not  proposed  to  be  diminished;  nor,  in  the  present  agitated  condition  of  the  contiguous  States, 
could  this  be  done  without  subjecting  the  commercial  enterprises  of  the  country  to  the  casualties 
attending  a  state  of  warfare,  should  such  be  the  unhappy  result  of  the  present  hostile  indications  in  that 
quarter. 

The  squadron  appointed  to  cruise  on  the  coasts  of  Brazil  and  Buenos  Ayres,  and  the  Pacific  ocean, 
has  been  steadily  engaged  in  guarding  the  United  States  mercantile  interests  on  these  coasts.  This 
service  has  been  performed  with  fidelity  and  success;  and  the  flag  of  the  Union  now  gives  full  security  to 
the  merchandise  it  is  authorized  to  introduce  and  exchange  with  the  respective  countries  to  which  it  is 
carried. 

The  cessation  of  hostilities  between  the  States  of  Chili  and  Peru  and  the  mother  country,  and 
between  Brazil  and  Buenos  Ayres,  has  greatly  favored  the  advances  of  trade,  and  diminished  the  hazards 
of  mercantile  adventure  with  every  part  of  the  South  American  continent.  But  the  unstable  and  inefficient 
governments  of  a  part  of  these  States  forbid  the  idea  that  this  can  be  long  enjoyed,  without  embarrass- 
ments and  vexatious  interruptions,  unless  it  shall  be  sustained  by  the  presence  of  an  active  protecting 
force.  It  cannot,  consequently,  be  believed  to  be  consistent  with  good  policy  to  lessen  the  efficiency  of 
this  force. 

Several  of  the  vessels  composing  these  two  squadrons  will  be  relieved  in  the  course  of  the  next  year, 
preparations  for  that  purpose  being  in  active  progress.  It  is  also  contemplated  to  make  some  clianges 
in  the  description  of  force  to  be  employed  on  the  Atlantic  coast  of  South  America,  adapting  it  better  for 
the  harbors  it  is  forced  to  look  to  for  security  against  the  tempestuous  weather  so  often  experienced  on 
these  coasts. 

In  a  former  communication  made  to  you,  it  was  noticed  that  the  sloop-of-war  Vincennes,  commanded 
by  Captain  Finch,  which  had  composed  one  of  the  squadron  in  the  Pacific  ocean,  had  been  directed  (after 
the  expiration  of  the  term  limited  for  the  cruise  on  the  coast  of  Chili  and  Peru)  to  touch  at  the  Marquesas, 
Society  and  Sandwich  Islands;  and,  after  spending  the  necessary  time  in  looking  to  the  United  States 
commercial  concerns  in  that  quarter,  to  take  Canton,  &c.,  in  the  way,  and  thence,  by  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  to  pursue  the  usual  route  to  the  United  States. 

This  order  has  been  faithfully  executed;  the  ship  has  returned  in  good  condition,  with  its  crew  well 
disciplined  and  in  excellent  health. 

Tlie  ]iariiculars  of  this  voyage  are  given  in  the  report  of  Captain  Finch.  These  have  a  claim  to  the 
attention  of  the  public,  from  the  information  afforded  on  many  points  relating  to  the  character  and  habits 
of  a  peoiile  just  emerging-  from  a  state  of  simplicity  and  ignorance,  and,  from  their  peculiar  locality, 
necessarily^  controlling  the  comforts  of  a  large  number  of  United  States  citizens  who  annually  visit  them. 
Tlie  great  amount  of  tonnage  and  capital  employed  in  the  whale  fisheries,  in  the  adjoining  seas, 
makes  its  convenient  prosecution  a  matter  of  no  inconsiderable  concern  to  the  nation. 

The  necessity,  also,  for  repose  after  the  long  voyages  required  by  this  trade,  and  the  want  of  supplies 
for  health  and  convenience,  and  repairs  of  the  vessels,  render  these  islands  places  of  general  rendezvous; 
and  it  is  consequently  of  great  importance  that  the  most  friendly  intercourse  be  maintained  with  the 
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inhabitants.  Captain  Finch,  by  his  judicious  and  conciliatory  deportment,  has  probably  secured  a  long 
continuance  of  kindly  treatment  to  his  countrymen  from  these  people,  and  has  added  greatly  to  the 
prospects  of  a  successful  termiiiatiiui  (if  their  ciitci]ii-ises. 

Some  e-xtracts  from  this  rci^nt  arc  hen  liy  Iraiismitted,  marked  A. 

The  squadron  which  has  been  niaintaincd  in  tlic  West  Indies  and  Gulf  of  Mexico  consists  at  present 
of  four  shjiips-nf-war  and  tliroc  scIk  k  mci-s,  uiidrr  tlic  command  of  Commodore  Elliott.  Several  changes 
have  been  made  in  tlie  vessels  ciii|iloyc(l  on  this  station,  in  consciiiHaice  of  ilie  expiration  of  the  terms  of 
service  ol'  llic  crews,  or  tln'  want  of  rc[iairs  of  tlic  \-essels.  No  canses  are  supposed  to  exist  making  it 
necessary  to  add  to  this  force;  nor  can  it  lie  safely  diminished,  althou-h  the  energy  and  activity  with 
which  it'has  guarded  the  United  States  trade  may  be  said,  for  the  present,  effectually  to  have  suppressed 
piratical  aggression. 

The  great  facilities  afforded  by  the  inlets  and  harbors  of  the  islands  in  the  Mexican  Gulf  for  the  resort 
and  concealment  of  the  vess(d8  engaged  in  the  commission  of  piracies;  the  class  of  population  with  which 
these  islands  aWound,  coin|iosed  of  refugees  and  outlaws,  escaped  from  the  punishment  due  for  crimes 
committed  in  olla  r  c.mnirics,  give  advantages  for  piratical  enterprises  scarcely  known  in  any  other 
quarter  of  the  globe.  Nothing  short  of  the  e.Kertion  of  positive  and  continued  force  can  be  expected  to 
keep  these  marauders  in  check,  and  give  the  desired  security  to  trade. 

The  invasion  which  took  place,  during  the  last  year,  of  the  territories  of  the  Mexican  States,  by  an 
armament  from  the  Island  of  Cuba,  having  given  ground  for  apprehension  that  the  United  States  trade  to 
these  States  might  stifler  from  the  pretexts  alFonlcd  by  this  state  of  conllict  betwe.Mi  the  two  countries,  an 
act  was  passed  at  the  last  session  ofConuress  aiitliori/.in,L^-  the  cniiiloyincnt  ol'  sunie  a<lditional  force  upon 
that  station.  In  conformity  to  the  pi-ovisions  of  that  acl,  the  IVi-ale  llrandywiiie,  under  tli.'  conunand  of 
Captain  Ballard,  was  equipped  and  dispatched  fur  that  coast,  and  continued  for  .several  mouths  to  cruise 
in  its  vicinity.  Whatever  danger  miglit  have  threatened  the  trade  in  that  quarter  has  been  eifectually 
parried  by  the  means  taken  for  its  protection;  and  this  ship,  after  returning  to  the  United  States  for 
necessary  refitments,  has  since  sailed  to  join  the  Mediterranean  squadron  and  relieve  the  frigate  Java. 

It  is  believed  that  great  advantages  might  be  derived  from  changing,  to  a  certain  extent,  the 
description  of  naval  force  employed  in  the  West  Indies,  especially  for  the  suppression  of  piracy. 

The  proposed  change  would  consist  of  the  substitution  of  three  schooners  in  lieu  of  one  of  the  sloops- 
of-war  now  employed  in  that  service. 

Vessels  of  this  force  would  be  fully  able  to  cope  with  and  capture  any  piratical  cruiser  which  might 
be  expected  to  be  encountered  on  this  station;  and  they  would  possess  the  greater  advantage  of  nudti- 
plying,  by  the  increased  number  of  the  squadron,  the  chances  of  discovering  the  enemy,  while  their 
structure  and  inferior  size  would  diminish  the  risk  of  being  known  in  their  approaches.  Their  lighter 
draft  of  water  would  favor  the  pursuit  into  the  obscure  recesses  and  haunts  of  these  cruisers,  and  give 
the  important  facility  of  entering  many  of  the  harbors  on  the  Mexican  Gulf,  for  security  against  the 
frequent  hurricanes  prevailing  in  tropical  climates 

It  is  respectfully  recommended  that  an  appropriation  be  made  for  building  the  proposed  number  and 
description  of  vessels. 

The  health  of  the  oflScers  and  crews  of  the  United  States  vessels-of-war  has  been  generally  good,  and 
uninterrupted  by  the  attacks  of  the  epidemic  and  malignant  fevers  which  are  so  readily  engendered  in 
tropical  climates,  and  which  exert  such  fatal  influence  on  the  constitutions  of  persons  not  familiarized  to 
a  residence  in  them.  This  may  be  ascribed,  in  some  degree,  to  the  improved  system  of  ventilation,  and 
the  great  neatness  observed  in  the  economy  of  vessels-of-war,  and  the  adaptation  of  the  diet  and  dress  of 
the  crews  to  the  temperature  of  the  coasts  and  countries  where  their  duties  are  to  be  performed.  The 
modern  discoveries  in  chemical  science  have  also  been  resorted  to,  to  preserve  the  mariner  from  the 
attacks  of  these  fatal  maladies.  Several  communications  have  been  received  from  the  surgical  depart- 
ment of  the  navy,  by  whom  experiments  on  the  chloride  of  lime  were  ordered  to  be  made,  giving  the 
results  of  their  observations  on  its  powers  in  preventing  the  generation  of  such  diseases. 
From  these  a  few  extracts  have  been  taken,  and  are  herewith  transmitted,  marked  B. 
These  furnish  subjects  for  ccmgratulation  to  the  friends  of  the  improvement  of  the  condition  of  the 
seaman's  life,  and  indicate  that  the  period  is  not  remote  w  lien  a  service  in  the  climates  of  the  torrid  zone 
will  no  longer  be  the  terror  of  nautical  men,  but  ^\ill  Ih'  |ierl'ormed  with  as  fair  a  prospect  of  exemption 
from  disease  as  is  now  experienced  in  the  temperate  latitudes. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  an  exception  to  this  general  healthfulness  of  the  navy  has  been  experienced 
in  one  of  the  vessels  of  the  West  India  squadron. 

From  the  communications  of  Commodore  Elliott,  it  appears  that  the  yellow  fever  made  its  appearance 
on  board  the  sloop-of-war  Peacock,  some  time  in  the  month  of  June  last,  and  that  it  continued  to  harass 
the  crew  of  that  vessel  after  its  return  to  Pensacola,  in  September;  nor  were  its  attacks  intermitted  until 
it  had  deprived  the  service  of  four  valuable  officers  and  of  several  seamen. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  on  board  this  vessel  the  powerful  preventive  agent  above  mentioned  was 
not  used,  the  surgeon  relying,  for  the  preservation  of  the  health  of  the  crew,  on  the  superior  cleanliness 
and  well  ventilated  state  of  the  vessel. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Board,  interpreting  the  act  making  an  appropriation  for  the  repairs 
of  vessels  in  ordinary,  and  the  wear  and  tear  of  vessels  in  commission,  as  admitting  a  greater  latitude  in 
its  application  to  naval  purposes  than,  it  is  believed,  was  contemplated  by  the  framers  of  the  law,  or  was 
admissible  by  a  fair  construction  of  its  terms,  have  caused  to  be  built,  out  of  that  fund,  a  new  sloop-of-war, 
in  the  place  of  the  "  John  Adams,"  which  had  been  found  defective  in  the  model,  and  otherwise  unfit  for 
repair. 

This  subject  was  referred  to  your  consideration,  and,  in  conformity  to  your  decision,  an  order  has 
been  issued,  requiring  that  in  future  the  application  of  this  fund  shall  be  confined  to  the  repairs  of  vessels 
in  ordinary,  and  the  wear  and  tear  of  vessels  in  commission;  and  that  no  vessels  shall  be  built  or  rebuilt, 
unless  authorized  by  a  specific  appropriation. 

The  condition  of  the  navy  hospitals  at  most  of  the  navy  yards  in  the  United  States  is  entirely  defi- 
cient in  the  means  of  giving  accommodation  to  the  invalids  of  the  navy,  who  may  1)0  sn  unfortunate  as  to 
require  it.  At  most  of  these  places  the  only  provision  made  for  their  comfort,  durinj,- illness,  is  some 
temporary  shelter  or  old  building,  possessing  no  one  of  the  requisites  necessary  for  this  purpose.  The 
mariner,  who  returns  after  a  long  and  faithful  service  in  distant  and  uncongenial  climates,  liuds  no  asylum 
prepared  for  his  recejotion  and  recovery  from  disease,  incident  to  such  service,  but  is  compelled  to  linger 
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lents,  even  less  favorable  to  his    restoration  than  the  hold  of 

(Ml. 

ir  iih.nthly  deductions  of  the  pay  of  the  navy,  and  the  several 
III!  expended  in  the  erection  of  two  magnificent  buildings, 
Hit  uii,.  ,,f  tliem  (at  Norfolk,  Virginia)  is  applicable  to  or 
Fur  several  years  to  come,  there  cannot  be  such  an  accumu- 
•  tlie  CD lissiiinei-s  of  that  fund  to  engage  in  the  construction 
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ens  climate  nf  which  the  invalids  of  the  navy  look  with  so 
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inu'  sessi(jn.s  of  Congress  for  the  gradual  improvement  of  the 
,'.  and  IVir  the  preservation  of  the  materials  for  naval  purposes 
(Is,  have  i'ecei\-ed  a  due  share  of  the  attention  of  the  Dciiartment. 
•  (1  leks,  aiithiiri/.ed  under  the  first  of  those  acts,  at  i;,isi,,n  and  \,jrfolk, 
IS  now  in  such  a  state  of  advancement  as  to  indiiee  the  expectation 
111  (Inriiiu'  the  eiisnin.u'  year,  or  early  in  1s:;l<.  The  completion  of  these 
two  laborious  and  expensive  works  will  mark  an  iiii]iortam  advance  in  the  pi'o-ress  of  oiir  naval  improve- 
ments. Rep.airin-'  the  ships-of-war  o_t  the  larger  classes,  hitherto  a  work  of  so  iiiiich  labor,  expense,  and 
hazard,  will,  liy  tiie  conx cnieiices  afforded  by  these  docks,  be  rendered  comparatively  easj',  and  may  be 
executed,  not  (Hily  \viihoiit  risk  and  at  far  less  cost  than  formerly,  but  in  a  manner  better  securing  both 
the  strcngtli  and  duraliility  of  the  ship.  Paper  marked  0,  annexed,  contains  information  in  detail  on  this 
subject. 

Extensive  houses  have  been  prepared  for  the  reception  of  materials  provided  under  this  act,  and 
other  buildings  are  in  progress,  which  will  give  complete  protection  to  the  large  stores  now  deposited  at 
the  different  yards,  and  those  which  are  to  be  delivered  under  existing  contracts. 

The  necessary  examinations  required  by  this  act,  to  determine  the  practicabilit_y  and  expediency  of 
erecting  a  marine  railway  at  the  Navy  yard,  Fensacola,  have  been  made  by  one  of  the  Uuited  States 
engineers. 

The  views  of  this  officer  on  this  subject  were  laid  before  the  l)oar(l  of  Navy  Commissioners,  and  they 
have  expressed  the  opinion  that  it  is  not  expedient  or  proper,  iindei-  the  restrictions  and  conditions 
imposed  by  the  act,  to  cause  the  construction  of  this  desiialile  improvenu'nt  to  be  attempted. 

It  is  indispensable,  however,  that  some  facility  sln.iuld  be  alforded  at  this  most  convenient  position 
for  the  repairs  oi'  the  \-essels-(it-war  engaged  in  tlie  West  India  service.  It  is  proposed  that  a  wharf 
suitable  foi- tliese  pnipi.-es  should  be  built,  in  place  of  the  contemplated  railway;  and  the  necessary 
estimates  for  its  election  ai-e  ill  readiness  to  be  transmitted. 

Further  elforts  iiave  been  made  for  the  execution  of  this  act  as  far,  as  it  I'elates  to  the  preservation 
of  the  live  oak  growing  on  the  coasts  of  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

By  the  fourtli  section  of  this  act,  the  I'lcsident  is  authorized  to  provide  for  the  preservation  of  this 
timber;  but  it  seems  to  have  been  intended  thai  the  power  should  be  limited  to  that  object.  An  interpre- 
tation  of    the    law   lia>,    hel-etofore,    been    ell  t  eri  a  i  lle(|,   exlelldill-  this    power  Hot  olllv   to   the   plalltill--  of  the 

acorns,  and  the  cultivation  of  planlatioiis  of  voiiii-  trees,  Imt  to  the  purchase  Ironi  individiials  ('.f  lands 
priKlucin,-  them.  The  paper  accompanyin.g  tins,  marked  l»,  shows  the  amount  which  has  heeii  expended 
on  these  plantations,  and  the  sums  which  have  been  paid  to  individuals  for  the  purchase  of  tracts  of  such 
land. 

When  it  is  considered  that  this  timber  is  the  natural  product  of  the  coast  of  the  United  States  from 
the  St.  Mary's  to  the  Saliine;  that  the  .greater  part  of  this  belongs  to  the  United  States,  and  is  proposed 
to  be  retaine(|  with  a  view  to  preserving-  a  supply  of  this  important  material  for  the  navy,  it  can  scarcely 

Under  an  iiiipressioii  iliat  this  system  is  neither  expe(lient,  nor  in  conformity  to  the  intentions  of  the 
act,  an  order  lias  lieeii  ^iveii  to  discontinue  the  works  after  the  expiration  of  the  present  year. 

Ibit  the  preservation  of  this  timber  is  an  object  of  great  importance,  and  should  be  prosecuted  with 

In  aid  of  those  measures  which  have  been  heretofore  resorted  to,  a  vessel  of  such  draft  of  water  as 
was  adapted  to  the  navigation  of  the  rivers  r.nd  creeks  of  the  coasts  of  Florida  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
has  been  selected  and  fitted  out,  and  the  c(  iinmand  given  to  a  vigilant  and  enterprising  officer  of  the  navy, 
who  has  been  required  to  visit,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  seasons  or  circumstances  would  permit,  every 
section  of  these  coasts,  and  to  use  the  utmost  efforts  to  suppress  further  depr(Mlations  upon  the  public 
interests.  Surveyors  and  agents  have  also  been  directed  to  explore  siidi  parts  (jf  the  coast  as  abound 
with  the  live  oak,  to  designate  the  boundaries  between  private  and  pnMic  claims  to  land,  and  to  mark 
out  such  tracts  as  they  may  think  it  most  conducive  to  the  public  inierot  should  lie  reserved  from  sale. 

The  accompanying  report  of  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  marked  K.  shows  the  several  sums 
which  have  been  paid  in  carrying  into  effect  the  act  of  3d  Mar(-li,  jsl'.i,  and  other  acts,  making  appropri- 
ation for  supiporting  and  removing  certain  persons  of  color  from  the  riiite(i  States  to  the  coast  of  Africa. 
It  appears  from  this  statement,  that,  under  authority  of  these  acts,  252  persons  of  this  description  have 
been  removed.to  the  settlement  provided  by  the  Colonization  Society  on  the  coast  of  Africa;  a,nd  that 
there  has  been  expended  therefor  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  sixty-four  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
ten  dollars. 

These  several  acts  appear  to  have  been  passed  in  a  spirit  of  justice  and  benevolence,  to  repair,  as 
far  as  possible,  the  injuries  inflicted  by  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  upon  the  defenceless  persons 
who  are  the  subjects  of  the  African  slave  trade;  and  the  appropriations  have  been  made  with  a  liberality 
corresponding  with  the  humane  intentions  of  the  framers  of  the  laws. 
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The  terras  of  these  acts  are  sufficiently  defined  to  be  readily  intelligible.  It  would  seem  that  the 
authority  given  to  the  President  was  limited  to  the  support  of  the  negroes  or  persons  of  color  during 
their  stay  in  the  United  States,  to  their  removal  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  to  the  delivering  of  them  to 
the  care  of  an  agent,  &c.  There  is  no  power  expressly  vested  in  the  Executive  to  provide,  after  such 
delivery,  either  for  their  support  or  protection.  A  liberal  interpretation  of  the  law  might  permit  some 
allowance  to  be  made  for  their  maintenance  after  being  landed,  until  they  could  find  employment  by 
which  it  might  be  earned.  But  this  even  would  be  authority  from  inference  only,  and  should  be  cautiously 
exercised. 

The  practice  has  been  to  furnish  these  persons  with  provisions  for  a  period  of  time,  after  being  landed 
in  Africa,  varying  from  six  months  to  one  year;  to  provide  them  with  houses,  arms,  and  ammunition;  to 
pay  for  the  erection  of  fortifications;  for  the  building  of  vessels  for  their  use;  and,  in  short,  to  render  all 
the  aids  required  for  the  foiuiding  and  support  of  a  colonial  establishment. 

Tiiis  latituijiiions  iiitcipietation  of  the  law  has  resulted  in  the  heavy  expenditures  detailed  in  the 
annexed  rciMni.  riKlnsiaiiiliiig  tlie  law  in  the  limited  acceptation  represented  above,  it  will,  in  future, 
be  executed  accindiimlv,  and  every  effort  made  by  the  Department  to  confine  the  application  of  this  fund 
within  tiic  I'alc  (.1  its  |in. visions. 

The  trnii  fiii-  w  hicli  tin'  crew  of  the  frigate  Java  had  been  enlisted  having  nearly  expired,  that  vessel 
has  been  nrdcicil  \n  return  ti)  the  United  States;  in  doing  which,  the  commander  has  been  required,  in 
furtherance  ef  the  hiuiiiuie  policy  pursued  by  the  government,  to  touch  at  the  settlement  at  Liberia,  and 
to  aid  in  enibrcinu;  the  laws  \vhi(  li  have  been  enacted  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade. 

In  a  comnninieatieii  her(iM|,,re  made  to  j'ou,  the  opinion  was  expressed,  that  the  number  of  navy 
yards  now  estalilished  and  in  operation  was  greater  than  was  required  for  the  present  wants  of  the 
naval  service,  and  tiiat  u  part  uf  them  were  liable  to  the  further  objection  of  inconvenient  location,  both 
from  their  great  distance  from  the  ocean,  and  the  deficiency  in  the  depth  of  water  for  the  larger  classes 
of  vessels. 

Tliis  opinion  has  not  been  changed  by  any  information  since  obtained,  or  by  subsequent  considera- 
tion of  the  subject. 

Should  it,  liowever,  become  the  necessary  policy  of  the  government  to  make  a  great  addition  to  its 
naval  force,  it  is  possible  they  may  all  be  found  useful,  especially  for  the  repairs  of  the  smaller  classes  of 
vessels,  and  as  depots  for  materials  for  tlio  navy,  collected  from  the  contiguous  country. 

"Whatever  eonise  niav  lie  |inrsii( d  in  relation  to  these  establishments,  it  is  believed  to  be  of  the 
utmost  iniportanee  to  the  secnrilyand  Li-eneral  interests  of  the  navy  that  other  positions  be  sought  for, 
possessin;^-  greater  Lidvantages,  anil  not  liable  to  the  objections  which  have  been  mentioned. 

Few  positions  on  our  maritime  frontier  ofler  all  the  requisites  for  such  purposes.  But  where  these 
are  found,  it  cannot  be  good  policy  to  neglect  the  measures  necessary  to  secure  the  possession  and  im- 
provement of  them. 

The  advantages  believed  to  be  possessed  by  the  Dry  Tortugas,  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  for  such  estab- 
lishment, have  heretofore  been  represented  to  Congress,  and  it  is  much  to  be  desired  that  the  opinions  of 


the  intelligent  naval  ofiBcers  who  ha 
examinations  of  engineers,  possessii 

Pensacola,  as  a  place  of  depot  and 
to  recommend  it,  being  contiguous  l(j  th 
will  long  be  necessary  should  be  -  uarde 
harbor,  possessing  a  healthful  elimaie,  a 
rials  for  the  construction  of  a cssels-i.i-w 

composed  of  ships  of  the  lar-'est   elasses, 

regarded  as  ofleiiiej,-  the  reipiiivd  jaeiliti 
From  a  iv|M.rt  made  by  the  IteiMrlm 


the  s. 


Ih<' 


The  V 
taking,  an 
plished,  \v 
storms,  ca 

those    see 

engaged  i: 

The  <■ 

to  you,  \vi 


gansct  Ua 

some  res]ii>ets,  sn| 
nished  by  tins  <lo, 
by  ord(.'i 


the 


adv 
depth  of  w 
their  walei 
ocean  give 
and  nature 
applicatio, 
bedeh'nsil 
to  these  in 
of  vessels 
impossible 
might,  ilt 
enemy,  an. 
of  air  the  1 
It  is  r 


ended  this  position,  should  be  tested  by  the  more  minute 
•icntific  knowledge  necessary  for  its  accurate  determination. 
t  lor  vessels-ot'-war  requiring  supplies  or  repairs,  has  much 
rt  of  the  bnited  States  coast  which,  it  may  be  presumed,  it 
rtieularly  by  that  class  of  vessels  which  can  safely  enter  its 
e  country'  in  its  neighborhood  abounding  with  the  best  mate- 
But,  as  a  place  of  general  rendezvous,  for  fleets  or  squadrons 
muot,  in  the  present  state  of  the  entrance  into  its  harbor,  be 

il'  War  to  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  5th  February, 
lliis  harbor  during  the  preceding  year,  with  a  view  of  deter- 
annel  of  the  entrance  into  this  harbor,  and  thus  adapting  it 
puriioses  oi  a  naval  iiei)oi  ior  the  United  States  navy. 
nit  of  this  snr\-ey  \vas  entirely  favorable  to  the  expectation  of  success  from  such  an  under- 
at  an  (  x])eiise  not  estimated  to  exceed  $107,000.  Whether  the  work,  if  it  could  be  accom- 
Id  secure  a  ]ieniianent  laeility  of  entrance,  uninfluenced  by  the  operations  of  the  tides  and 
only  III'  deteiiuined  by  the  experiment.  The  object,  however,  was  one  of  deep  interest  to 
n-^  of  the  I'nited  States  (uibiaecd  Avithin  the  vallej'  of  the  Mississippi,  as  well  as  to  those 

imunieation  made  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Xavy.  dated  19th  October,  1829,  and  addressed 
the  report  on  naval  all'airs,  at  the  eonimeneeinent  of  tlu^  last  session  of  Congress,  afforded 
in  relation  to  the  lltness  <il'tlie  liail>oi-  of  Ne\v|)orl,  Rhode  Island,  or  some  place  in  the  Narra- 
tor a  naval  depot  a),d  rende/.vons  lor  the  bnile,!  States  navy. 

MS  it  appears  that  the  general  ad\aida--es  of  this  harbor  or  bay,  for  such  purposes,  are,  in 
y])osiiion  east  of  the  ( 'liesapeake  Bay.  In  addition  to  the  information  fur- 
rill  be  I'ounil,  on  reference  to  iIk-  surveys  of  Captains  Evans  and  Perry,  made 
tment  in  IS15  and  18IT,  that  the  places  i-eferrcd  to  combine  almost  every 
an  establishment;  especially  a  facility  of  ingress  and  egress,  with  a  sufficient 
iter  for  ships  of  the  largest  classes,  and  of  a  capa<alv  to  permit  the  largest  fleets  to  ride  within 
s,  in  security  from  .storms,  or  obstructions  from  aci'umulations  of  ice;  that  its  proximity  to  the 
^  all  the  advaida-es  of  convenient  attack  nv  retreat  from  an  enemy;  and  that,  from  the  number 
of  the  chamads  ol  ,'nlrance  and  departure,  a  lle.d  could  not  be  blockaded  within  it  without  an 
of  force  incomparably  greater  than  the  one  intended  to  be  shut  up;  and  that  it  is  believed  to 
■le  at  an  exiicnse  jar  less  than  that  which  has  been  incurred  for  similar  objects.  In  addition 
porlaid  ad\aidages,  it  is  ilescribed  by  the  officers  above  named  as  admitting  of  the  entrance 
A  bh  till'  wind  blowing  from  ]ioints  of  the  compass  during  the  prevalence  of  which  it  would  be 
t"  make  a  poit  in  any  harbor  on  the  eastern  coast  of  the  United  States.  This  peculiar  facility 
le  harbor  was  properly  defended,  result  in  the  security  of  a  fleet  from  the  attacks  of  a  superior 
I  allMrds  I  lie  stroii--,st  inducements  to  provide  for  its  scientifical  survey,  and  the  determination 

oilds  .•ouuected  with   the  subject. 

^spectfuUy  recommended  that  an  appropriation  be  made,  authorizing  such  survey,  by  the  proper 
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engineers,  of  the  harbor  of  Newport,  or  other  positions  on  Narraganset  Bay,  with  a  view  to  the  selection 
of  a  site  offering  the  greatest  number  of  these  advantages,  and  susceptible  of  defence  at  the  least  expense 
to  the  nation. 

8(ime  difference  of  opinion  having  taken  place  between  the  commissioners  of  navy  yards,  who  were 
appointed  to  examine  the  sites  at  the  Navy  yard  in  Brooklyn  and  Governor's  Island,  to  determine  which 
of  the  two  positions  was  more  eligible  for  a  naval  depot  and  a  building  yard,  im  srlcciiini  had  been 
made  for  the  buildings  which  were  required  for  the  several  purposes  of  the  estaiilislniKul.  This  vard 
had  consequently  remained  unimproved,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  store  of  materials  which  had  been 
collected  there,  as  well  as  the  general  operations  of  l)uildiiig-  ami  repairing. 

The  subject  having  been  referred  to  yunr  o.nsi.lciatioii.'and  all  the  documents  explaining  the  relative 
advantages  of  the  tM'o  sites  having  been  hiid  lioloiv  ym,  it  has,  in  conformity  with  your  opinion,  been 
ordered  that  the  timber-houses  shall  be  erected  at  the  old  establishment  at  Brooklyn  until  further  surveys 
can  be  made,  aifording  such  minute  information  as  will  justify  a  final  disposition  of  the  subject. 

Tiie  pa]iers  lierewitli  transmitted,  marked  F,  furnish  statements  communicated  by  the  Board  of  Navy 
Commissioners. 

No.  1  sliows  the  iiniuherof  vesscls-of-war  in  ordinary  at  the  different  stations,  their  present  condition 
and  the  pn'- icss  whi.h  has  been  made  in  protecting  them  from  the  eifects  of  the  weather,  and  the  expense 
which  nnisi  be  iiitui  rod  for  their  thorough  repair. 

No.  i'  shows  thai  there  are  now  on  the  stocks,  well  protected  from  the  weather,  and  in  a  very 
advanced  sta.uc  of  piciiaiation.  five  ships  of  the  line  and  seven  frigates.  These  can  be  readily  finished 
and  put  ill  coniinissioii  \\-lieiii>\-ei'  (ho  oxj--oiicies  of  the  service  may  demand  an  increase  of  the  naval  forces. 

An  inipoitaiit  circniiistaiice  attonding  this  condition  of  the  vessels  alluded  to,  is  that  they  may  be 
retained  I'ur  any  length  of  time  in  tlieir  present  situation,  with  ut  material  injury  from  any  cause  of  decay, 
and  that  tliis  is  efi'ected  at  an  expense  seareely  w.nth  estimaling. 

No.  3  exhil)its  the  measures  taken  for  the  pioleetion  of  the  vessels  in  ordinary  from  further  decay. 

The  list  marked  4,  giving  a  view  of  the  quantity  uf  materials  for  the  navy  collected  at  the  several 
places  of  depot,  shows  that,  making  all  due  allowance  for  that  portion  which  has  been  rendered  unfit  for 
use  by  their  long  exposure  to  the  weather,  there  is  still  remaining  a  large  supply  of  the  most  valuable 
qualities. 

The  gr  at  loss  which  has  been  suffered  from  the  causes  mentioned  above,  has  made  it  necessary  to 
urge  tlie  adoption  of  measures  to  prevent  its  future  occurrence;  and  instructions  have  been  issued  to 
provide  in  time  the  necessary  houses  and  timber  sheds,  so  as  to  guard  against  the  injurious  exposure  of 
the  materials  to  the  weather  after  they  shall  have  been  deposited  at  the  respective  navy  yards. 

Ihi  11  (  onqnniying  extracts  of  letteis,  maiked  G,  addiesscd  to  the  Depaitment  by  the  officers  of  the 
Biw  ^^llo  hi\i  hid  opportunities  of  witnessing  the  employment  of  canvas  made  from  cotton  on  board 
thtu  iisp((ti\i   \tss(.ls    ue  heu  with  pics(  nt(  d  foi  -soui  consid(  lation 

Ihi  H  sulls  ol  till  11  ol>s(  i\  itions  _o  t  u  to  Lonhim  the  I  uoi  ible  anticipations  which  have  been  enter- 
tained ot  tin  \  ilii'  >l  ihi  1  nd  I  I  in\  1^  \nd  tin  op  nioii  ni  i\  now,  with  some  confidence,  be  offered, 
thit  this  iitiih  ot  d  mi'  tn  pi  dm  nii\\ill  iillim  ili  1\  snp  isiik  the  necessity  foi  the  importation  of 
foiLii^n  li(  nip  toi  ili(    n   nnil  atuiL  ol   i  1  a^t  poitioii  oi  the  e  ni\  is  lequired  foi  the  United  States  navy. 

ihi  ln\s  |oi  till  ^  iMinmentof  the  u\vy  aie  believed  to  lequire  levision  Lnder  the  vague  and 
indeUiiniii  iii  pn  \  isk  ns  of  these  laws,  it  can  scarcely  happen  that  similai  degrees  of  punishment  will 
bea^^  iid<  <1  1   i    Mind  u  di  ^lets  of  offcme 

'liic  li  ilni  lis  in\ ,  -ti  d  \\  ith  tin  pow  1 1  ot  tn  lUL,  pi  isoiis  eh  iiged  with  violations  of  these  laws  may, 
m  maiiY  (  is(  >  i  il  tin  |  ii(\  h  is  In  (  n  tonn.l  _ui1m  i  s,  nt(  ik  i  tin  offender  to  suffer  the  severest  penalty 
of  thi  I  i\\  Ol  di-iiii-^^  llIlll^\llll  iIm  111  i<  n  nun  il  [Hin'-hiui  nt  of  repumand — the  words  of  the  law,  in 
S(  M  1  d  ot  i(^  mi  ^t  imp  iiiiil  nth  l(  s  1m  111^,  til  d  Ihc  oilciidei  sh  dl,  on  conviction,  &c  ,"  suffer  death,  or 
su.  h  oth,  1   piinivhni.  lit    IS  th,    ,  onil     h  ill    uljudge  " 

\iiion_st  tin   (\ils    ind   odioii^  li  itiiies  of  the  1  iw,  as  an  institution,  this  ver}  uncertainty  has  been 

citi  d   IS  pisih  niiiitiii_  till    oppi  iliimm  which  ln&  been   attached  to  it,  and  pievading,  as  it  does, 

almost  iMn  jiiit  ot   tin-  -\siiin    it  IihiiisIks   indi  ]ii  iid( ntly  of  othei  defects,  an  uigent  motive  for  a 

lit  th(  iisi  liilni  s^  lud  till  iipiititioii  of  the  navy  are  connected  essentially  with  its 
liws  mil  II  _iil  tioiis  I  n  II  ti  d  1  u  its  _o\  i  nimi  lit  the  !>(  paitment  has  been  most  assidu- 
^topionioti  tin  11  piopi  1  olisii\iiiii  md  to  i  in-i  tin  duties  of  its  officers,  especially 
iiiImis  to  III  ili-~i  h  ii_i  d  ill  illiiniti  lontini  thus  imposing  on  each  a  share  of  the. 
iiiL  lo  ill  tin  iih  ml  i_i  s  to  III  ill  mill  tioiii  i  ))i  u  tn  d  attention  to  them, 
nieition  m  ide  to  the  honoi  ibli  ehaiiman  of  the  Committees  on  Naval  Affairs  in  the 
S  nate  ind  House  of  Repiescntatives,  on  the  16th  Februaiy  last  pioposmg  a  peace  establishment,  some 
lemaiks  weie  ofli  led,  supporting  the  opinion  that  it  was  just  and  expedient  that  an  increase  in  the  rank 
of  its  ofticeis  should  i  mistituto  a  ]nit  of  the  na^  al  svs  em 

Whili  tin  I  niti  1 '-I  iti  -  III  II  ini  \\  i- 1  onliin  d  lo  afcw  fugates  and  smallei  vessels,  no  advantage  could 
hi\(  111  in  ^  mil  d  in  m  |ioiiii  ol  \  n  \\  ti  mi  hii^hei  glide's  in  tlie  naval  seivice  than  that  of  captain. 
But  Sim  I  tin  ^11  it  nil  II  isi  m  tin  iiiimln  i  indsi/i  of  the  riiited  States  vessels  of  war,  and  as  occasions 
anse  in  tin  s  i\  lee  foi  then  combinations  into  11.  i  ts  m  squ  idions  i  tin  i  dnti  s  uduous  and  respcmsible, 
and  lequnin^  the  possession  of  supeuui  n  ml  .  il  si  i,  m  ,  md  ^  m  i  d  mli  lli^i  nee,  devolve  upon  their 
commmdeis  lliese  highei  degrees  of  qii  ililn  ition  foi  tin  s.  nm  tin  tinii  of  long  and  unremitting 
devotion  to  then  lequirement,  meut  a  com  spoiideid  ek%  itiou  in  pioli  &siun  d  i  ink  and  distinction. 

It  lias  been  supposed,  also,  that  supeiioi  lank  has  a  tcneleucy  to  secuic  the  enforcement  of  discipline, 
inasmuch  as  the  oideis  of  a  supeiior  aie  moie  readily  and  faithfully  observed  than  those  of  one  of  equal 
grade. 

The  increase  may  certainly  obviate  some  causes  of  irritation  in  the  intercourse  of  the  officers  of  the 
navy  with  those  of  foreign  nations,  the  least  powerful  of  which  have  higher  grades  than  are  known  in 
this  service,  and  universally  claim  honors  and  precedence  according  to  their  rank.  These  must  eitlier  be 
yielded  or  intercourse  suspended;  and  this  rnuld  nut  but  result  injuriously,  should  it  be  necessary  for  the 
United  States  vessels  to  co-operate  with  thosi'  of  other  nations  in  any  difficult  naval  enterprise. 

The  subject  of  an  increase  of  the  ]  .ay  i  A'  the  officers  of  the  navy  has  heretofore  been  brought  to  your 
consideration,  and  you  are  again  respeetlnlly  referred  to  the  suggestions  offered  in  the  report  made  to 
you  on  the  1st  December  last. 


Bel 
obedicn 

111 

oush  Cl 
of    Its    1 

but den 
In 

nil 
a 

758  NAVALAFFAIRS.  [No.  429. 

In  anticipation  that  this  measure  will  receive  favorable  consideration,  estimates,  founded  on  the  scale 
of  increased  compensation  proposed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  are  herewith  transmitted. 

The  authority  which  is  given  to  the  Department  to  make  allowances  out  of  the  contingent  fund,  to 
cover  the  expenses  of  the  officers  of  the  navy  for  various  incidental  purposes,  forms  an  important  item 
in  its  duties  and  powers.  The  disposition  of  this  large  fund  is  wholly  within  the  control  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  and  its  application  i>iily  limited  hy  lii.s  sense  of  justice  and  expediency. 

Without  urging  tliat  this  (liscivtinii  lias,  al  any  time,  been  improperly  or  unjustly  exercised,  it  may 
be  said  that  it  unquestimialily  elVers  ili.'  means  ei'  eeinmitting  great  abuses  by  extravagant  grants  or 
allowances  to  some,  while  these  beuelils  may  be  wiiully  withheld  from  others. 

As  far  as  it  is  practicable,  these  allowances,  now  contingent,  should  be  specifically  designated, 
securing,  without  the  abuse  of  the  fund,  a  just  return  to  the  parties  for  the  sums  necessarily  expended 
for  such  incidental  purposes. 

This,  in  many  cases,  maj'  be  efTeeleil  liy  legislative  enactments,  particularly  as  relates  to  traveling 
expenses,  attendance  on  courts-martial,  eiilier  as  members  or  witnesses,  the  pay  of  judge  advocates,  and 
to  ofiBcers  engaged  on  extra  duty  beyeiid  the  limits  of  tlieir  stations,  &c. 

In  the  absence  of  precise  let;-.il  jn-ovisioii  mi  these  priints,  the  allowances  in  future  will  be  confined 
strictly  to  the  sums  bclie\eil  to  be  necrssaiv  to  meet  tlie  expenses  of  officers  so  employed. 

In  the  report  made  to  ilie  limiorable  the  cliairman  of  the  (jommittee  on  Naval  Affairs  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  on  tlie  iilst  olManuaiy  last,  a  i-ecomtiiemlatiun  was  offered,  proposing  some  modification 
in  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  Board  of  Cummissioners  of  the  Navj'. 

The  Department  has  not  found  cause  to  change  the  opinion  then  expressed,  that  a  division  of  the 
duties  of  the  Navy  Board  would  have  a  tendency  to  secure  the  discharge  of  its  various  duties  more  for 
the  public  benefit;  that  it  would  especially  favor  this,  by  directing  "the  undivided  attention  of  the 
officer  to  the  class  of  duties  wliich  may  be  confided  to  his  management;"  "that  this  exclusive  devotion 
of  his  time  ami  tab nts  to  a  single  train  of  services  would  enable  him  to  attain  a  more  intimate  knowledge 
of  their  interests,"  to  adopt  a  better  system  for  their  execution;  and  "that  it  would  secure  a  stronger 
individual  responsibility  for  their  faithful  discharge." 

The  considerations  enumerated  above  offer  their  own  recommendation;  and  being  in  concurrence 
with  the  sentiments  of  the  board  itself,  a  body  which  from  experience  has  derived  the  means  of  forming- 
correct  opinions  on  the  subject,  it  may  be  fairly  presumed  that  the  adoption  of  the  measure  will  result  in 
much  publi<-  utility. 

Tlie  doeuuieiits  marked  H,  I,  K,  show  the  number  of  deaths,  dismissals  and  resignations,  which  have 
occurred  witliin  the  [iresent  year. 

The  estimates  for  the  year  1831  are  herewith  transmitted,  marked  L. 

The  appropriations  for  the  present  year  have  been  found  more  than  sufficient  for  its  current  expendi- 
tures; and  there  will  remain  of  them  an  unexpended  balance,  probably  exceeding  one  million  of  dollars. 
It  has  been  doubted  by  many  aide  and  observant  officers  of  the  navy  wlndher  the  marine  corps,  as 
constituting  apart  of  the  naval  force,  mi-lit  not  be  dispensed  with,  without  materially  diminishin.^-  its 
efficiency.  On  this  point,  the  opinions  of  many  of  the  superior  officers  of  the  na\y  were  called  for,  and 
presente'd  to  the  honorable  chairman  ol'  th."  ('i)mmittee  on  Naval  Aft  airs  uf  the  Senate,  during  the  last 
session  of  ( 'on,L;ress.  These,  it  appeareil,  were  by  no  means  in  accordance  with  each  other;  and  this 
diversity  of  sentiment  amonn'sl  |iirsuiis  best  (|nalilieil  to  determine  the  question  has  induced  the  Depart- 
ment to'withhohl  any  recMnimendal  ion  on  the  subject. 

The  laws  antliorizin.i;'  the  establishment  of  this  corps  provide  that  it  shall  be  governed  by  the  "same 
rules  and  articles  of  war  as  are  presiaibed  for  the  military  establishment  of  the  United  States,  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  service  in  \\  hiidi  it  shall  be  cm|doyed,"  &c.  Under  this  provision,  it  has  been  deter- 
mined that  marines,  while  servin-'  at  mivy  yards,  shall  be  governed  by  military  regulations.  By  this 
decision,  two  systems  of  discipline  ;ii-e  bniu,L;ht  iido  operation  on  persons  employed  on  duty  at  the  same 
establishnieni.  The  iiicon\cniences  of  such  an  arraii;4-eincnt  must  be  apparent.  The  perfect  preservation 
of  good  onler  at  the  iia\-y  yards  demands  that  the  commander  should  have  the  exclusive  government  of 
all  persons  employed  in  service  within  the  limits  of  his  command. 

As  a  measure  tending  to  ,gi\e  reputation  and  efficiency  to  the  navy,  the  cultivation  of  the  minds  of 
those  who  are  to  compose  its  acti\ c  na mbers  is  a  subject  of  great  national  interest.  It  is  a  fact  which 
will  not  he  questioned,  that  the  early  education  of  the  officers  of  the  navy  is  entirely  unequal  to  the 
character  they  have  subse,|uently  to  sustain. 

Few  appointments  nndei-  the  -dvermnent  involve  a  necessity  for  more  general  and  scientific  attain- 
ments. As  oHicers  of  the  navy,  they  are  reiiuired  to  act  as  judges  of  the  law  and  evidence,  on  trials  of 
their  brother  officers,  for  offences  afleetin,u-  the  lives  and  characters  of  the  accused;  as  commanders  of 
ships,  they  should  possess  not  only  a  prtidical  aoiuaintance  with  seamanship,  but  an  accurate  knowledge 
of  those  branches  of  mathematics  connected  with  the  science  of  navigation,  with  astronomy  and  geogra- 
phy; and,  as  commanders  of  fleets  or  squadrons,  tiny  must  be  well  informed  on  all  points  of  international 
law,  having  reference  to  the  rights  of  neutials  and  belli^vicnts,  the  often  recurrinj;-  (piestimi  of  tin  ri,i;-hts 
of  blockade,  and  other  interdictions  of  inli'ii-ourse  between  jiowers  standing-  in  this  relation  to  each  other; 
to  possess  an  accurate  acquaintance  with  tli<'  modern  languages,  to  enable  them  to  enter  intc}  discussions 
on  points  of  difference  which  may  arise  with  the  representatives  of  foreign  States  speaking  such  foreign 
language;  and  it  may  often  happen  that  the  communications  can  only  be  advantageously  made  in  the 
angnage  of  the  party  with  whom  the  subject  of  dispute  may  exist.  The  sons  of  the  wealthy  may  obtain 
these  advantages  from  the  !)oHnfv  of  their  parents;  but,  without  the  aid  of  public  instruction,  how  are 
the  sons  of  the  les^  alllueiit  to  be.'onie  .pialilied  to  command  in  the  naval  service? 

It  may  Ik-  further  ninaiked.  that  while  a  school,  on  tla^  most  liberal  and  comprehensive  plan  of 
instruction,  has  been  provided  for  the  military  talent  of  the  country,  and  has  been  endowed  with  every 
attribute  for  the  advancement  of  tlie  education  of  the  youth  who  aspire  to  a  share  in  the  toils  or  honors 
of  a  military  life,  the  only  provision  which  has  been  authorized  by  law  for  the  instruction  of  the  midship- 
men in  the  navy  is  to  be  found  in  the  allowance  of  $25  per  month  to  the  schoolmasters  retained  on  board 
the  larger  vessels-of-war. 

The  reports  on  the  concerns  of  the  navy  hospital  and  navy  pension  funds  will  be  transmitted  as  soon 
as  the  accounts  of  the  sexcral  agents  are  received.  The  remoteness  of  the  residence  of  some  of  the  agents 
of  the  pension  fund  makes  it  difficult  and  inconvenient  to  obtain  complete  statements  of  their  transactions 
to  be  rendered  within  the  time  prescribed  by  the  act  of  23d  April,  1800. 
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In  presenting-  views  of  the  policy  which  it  may  be  for  the  puhlic  interest  slionld  be  pnrsned  in  refer- 
ence to  the  naval  establishment,  it  may  be  observeil,  that  the  rupid  incicusc  ol'  the  poimhition  and  gene- 
ral resources  of  the  nation,  which  has  already  taken  iilarc,  and  is  <lailv  a(l\  ancinu',  heaves  little  to  be 
dreaded  from  invasions  of  its  territory  by  an  external  f.ic,  (htarheii  as  it  is  lium  tlie  ''•'reit  wirlikepowers 
of  the  world. 

It  will  be  on  the  ocean,  and  in  tlie  transit  of  its  mercantile  enterprise  to  distant  markets,  that  the 
ration  may  be  regarded  as  most  vulnerable;  and  to  this  point  sliould  its  cftbrts  for  defence  be  chiefly 
directed. 

The  great  expense  alteiidin-  the  support  uf  so  lar-'c  a  naval  force  as  may  be  occasionally  reipiired 
to  give  security  to  tlir  .■.auni.r.  iai  |airsims  uf  ihr  .oiiini y,  and  to  protect  the  accessible  i)orti^iis  ,,r  the 
coasts  from  invasion  ami  attacks  (,1a  l.'ici-u  f.c,  makes  it  a  matter  of  leading  importance  tliat  a  system 
be  pursued  which  shall  place  the  resources  uf  the  couuiiy  in  a  condition  to  be  readily  brought  into  action 
whenever  the  necessity  presents  itself,  without  incurring  the  expense  of  maintaining  such  large  force 
when  its  services  are  not  wanted. 

This,  doubtless,  will  be  found  to  be  a  task  of  much  difficulty.  It  may,  however,  it  is  believed,  in 
some  measure  be  attained  by  steadily  adherin.i;-  to  the  course  su,L;\<;-ested  to  you  in  a  former  <'omiininicatioii: 
to  provide  for  the  eolh  eli'.n  of  suj.pli.'s  of  all  the  materials  lor  the  constinctioii  of  a  nayy,  wliieh  re.piire 
much  time  to  put  them  in  a  eoiiditioiL  ln|-  use,  ami  which  can  be  preserved  without  material  deterioration 
or  decay;  to  the  preparation  ol  these  Uy  seasoning  and  other  processes,  and  the  preservation  of  them 
after  being  so  prepared,  until  re.piired  to  lie  used;  to  retain  uo  more  vessels-of-war  in  commission  than 
are  required  for  the  immediaie  wauls  of  the  seivice,  and  to  cause  those  which  it  may  be  judged  proper 
should  be  built  to  be  reserved  on  the  storks,  pioperly  sheltered,  until  tlieir  services  are  called  for  by  the 
national  wants;  to  jirovide  for  the  eli'ectual  ivpair  and  preseryatioii  of  the  vessels  in  ordinary;  to  appoint 
to  the  service  no  lar-vr  uuiulier  of  juuioi-  otli.-eis  than  eau  he  kept  aeii\-ely  eiuployed,  either  at  sea,  at  the 
stations  on  shore,  or  in  th.'  ae.piiivmeut  of  a  kuowle,l-e  ,,r  the  \arious  l.raiiehes  of  their  professional 
education.  On  this  latter  point  it  may  he  iianai  kiil,  that  to  keep  in  the  pay  of  the  govenunent  a  greater 
number  of  these  oftici^  than  e:iii  he  uselully  employed,  is  not  only  a  prodigal  waste  I  if  the  puhlie  mouev, 
but  a  prodigal  abuse  ol  tlie  ehaiaetei- of  tlie  youth  ol'  the  country.  When  thus  appointed  to  the  navy' 
and  taken  from  the  -  uardiaiiship  of  their  natural  IVieuds,  and  thrown,  without  restraint  <ir  occn[iation, 
upon  society,  it  ran  laivlv  happen  that  they  escape  the  dissolute  and  enervating  habits  incident  to  a  life 
of  idleness  ami  iiidul-euee. 

Every  day's  .  xpei  leiice  gives  confirmation  to  the  opinion,  that  the  worst  effects  to  the  moral  and 
professional  eliaraeters  ol'  the  niidslii]Mnon  of  the  navv  result  from  this  state  of  emanripa'ion  from  parental 
guardianship,  uuiv.i  rained  l.y  the  active  discipline  of  the  .service  to  which  they  noiuinallv  belong. 

ShouM  the  exi-eu.aes  of  ll,e  nation  demand  a  sudden  im-rease  .,f  the  corps,  it  would  be  far  safer  to 
resort  to  a|ipointments  made  fir  the  occasion  than  to  rely  upon  supernumeraries  thus  become  negligent 
and  insubordinate,  and  who,  if  brought  into  service,  would  rather  tend  to  weaken  than  to  augment  its 
strength. 

Other  subjects  believed  to  have  a  claim  to  consideration  are,  the  state  of  the  unsettled  accounts  of 
the  disbursing  officers,  a  ,L?-eneral  survey  of  the  coasts,  harbors,  &c.  The  former  was  brnn,c;'ht  to  your 
notice  during  the  last  se,■^siol)  of  Congress;  the  latter,  as  a  measure  affording  information  on  the  -eoura- 
phical  positions  of  the  principal  capes  and  promontories,  the  depth  arnd  direction  of  the  channels  of  t  lie  bays 
and  harbors,  &c.,  is  a  siiliject  intimately  connected  with  the  security  and  prosperity  of  the  I'uited  .'-^lates 
navy.     To  these  your  attention  is  again  respectfully  invited. 

JOHN   BRANCH. 


Lint  of  papers  accompanying  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  December  6,  1830. 

A.  Nos.  1  and  2.   Extracts  from  the  report  of  Captain  Finch,  &c. 

B.  Extracts  from  the  reports  made  by  the  surgical  department  of  the  navy,  in  relation  to  tlie  use  of  the 

chloride  of  lime. 

C.  Paper  in  relation  to  the  construction,  &c.,  of  dry  docks. 

I).     Statemi'iii  of  e.xpimditures,  &c.,  on  account  of  live  oak  plantations. 

E.  Statement  olexpiiidi  nres,  &c.,  for  the  removal  of  Africans  to  Liberia. 

F.  Nos.  1,  -2,  o,  and  4.   Statements  in  relation  to  the  number  and  condition  of  the  vessels  in  ordinary,  and 

building,  at  the  respecti\-e  ii;iyy  yards;  quantity  of  materials  collected  at  the  several  depots, 
means  taken  for  then'  preset  \atiun,  &c. 

G.  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3.     Statement  in  relation  to  cotton  canvas. 


H.) 
I.   [l 


±.   ,-  List  of  deaths,  dismissals,  and  resignations. 

K.) 

L.     Estimates  for  the  service  during  the  year  1831. 


Extracts  from  a  summary  of  the  cruise  of  the  United  States  sloop-qf-ioar  Vincennes,  under  the  command  of 
Master  Commandant  Wm.  11.  Finch. 

In  the  fulfillment  of  my  orders,  I  pursued  the  route  most  familiar  to  commerce  since  the  days  of  the 
earliest  navigators;  of  course  nothing" original  has  been  elicited  by  it  in  a  geographical  way.  I  was  not 
on  a  voyage  of  discovery;  my  instructions  were  distinct  and  specific;  and  the  unlooked  for  extension  of 
an  already  long  cruise  forbade  delay  at  any  point  where  I  should  touch,  or  any  deviation  in  attaining  the 
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respective  goals  appointed  at  the  quickest  period,  both  in  I'egard  to  the  apposite  season  for  the  respective 
passages,  and  good  faith  and  observance  of  the  renewed  terms  of  engagement  witli  the  ship's  company. 

Yet,  professionally,  the  result  is  a  confirmation,  in  part,  of  the  remarks  and  information  communi- 
cated by  Captain  Catesby  Jones,  in  so  far  as  our  tracks  were  similar;  and  the  independent  ascertainment 
of  the  non-ejis  ence  of  Caroline  Island,  north  of  the  Society  cluster,  in  the  situation  assigned  to  it  upon 
Arrowsmith's  cliart  nf  IT98,  ;uid  nf  two  otlior  nameless  ones,  in  fast  li>iiL;-ifude,  to  the  westward  of  Sand- 
wich group,  siipii'^si'd  rccriit  ilisciivrrii's,  \\liich  are  important  facts,  llad  tlicy  existed  as  described,  the 
Vincennes  must  have  met  tlicm;  l\>v  slic  liicrally  passed  over  tlif  space  \vhich  is  assigned  to  their  occu- 
pancy. So,  further  onward  in  the  Indian  ncean,  she  passed  within  a  few  miles  of  a  supposed  shoal  men- 
tioned as  having  been  seen  from  the  ship  Suffolk,  in  1827. 

These  islands  and  shoal,  it  is  to  be  remembered,  are  stated  as  being  in  the  way  in  which  a  vessel  has 
unavoidably  to  go  in  performing  the  circuit  which  the  Vincennes  has  accomplished;  and  alone  furnish, 
separate  from  other  considerations,  an  almost  sufficient  inducement  for  our  government  to  fit  out  an  expe- 
dition for  the  exclusive  determination  of  doubtful  islands  on  those  routes  pursued  by  our  numerous 
and  enterprising  merchants  and  traders.  If  islands  e.Kist,  there  may  be  also  reefs,  shoals,  and  breakers. 
The  removal  of  uncertainty  on  these  heads  would  relieve  navigators  from  some  solicitude,  which,  under 
most  favoring  circumstances,  from  the  nature  of  the  hazardous  calling,  is  already  sufficiently  great;  and 
would  facilitate,  also,  the  voyages  in  which  they  might  be  engaged.  The  doubtful  existence  of  a  spot  of 
land  in  one's  route  produces  a  perplexing  circumspection,  which  often  causes  a  deviation  from  the  direct 
path,  reduction  of  canvas,  rate  of  sailing,  loss  of  favorable  winds,  exhaustion  of  supplies,  and  probably 
disappointment  in  a  market,  &c.,  &c. 

The  Vincennes'  voyage  will  serve  to  correct  a  very  general  and  common  error,  that  it  is  an  easy  one 
to  a  vessel,  and  of  a  duration  to  be  computed  with  precision:  neither  is  the  fact.  None  is  more  trying  to 
a  ship's  qualities,  hull,  rigging,  and  spars;  and  only  such  vessel  as  is  most  perfect,  in  every  respect, 
ought  to  undertake  it.  The  winds  are  not  to  be  relied  upon  with  any  confidence,  either  as  to  the  actual 
points  whence  tiicy  may  blow,  when  or  where  to  be  met  with,  or  their  strength  and  continuance:  in  this 
opinion  and  assertion,  my  diary  hears  me  out  fully. 

We  may  ha\e  heen  unlnrtiinate  in  the  season;  (however,  old  sailors  at  Woahoo  said  it  was  the  best;) 
for  truly  I  never  saw  n)iii;her  seas  or  stronger  blows  anywhere  than  we  frequently  met  to  the  westward 
of  the  Ladroiie  Ishimls,  in  the  nortiiern  part  of  the  China  seas,  to  the  westward  of  Java  Head,  and  near 
the  Banks  df  A-iithas.     If  the  weather  had  been  freezing  temperature,  the  ship  could  scarcely  have  been 

The  (iiiiMutnnity  which  has  been  enjoyed  bj'  the  officers,  of  personal  acquaintance  with  places,  inspec- 
tion of  coasts  and  ports,  aiid  tlie  knowledge  acquired  as  to  the  stores,  supplies,  and  refreshments  to  be 
obtained,  are  considerations  of  «-einht,  and,  in  the  event  of  war,  or  other  enterprises,  may  avail  the  nation 
greatly.  Another  result  is,  the  dennmstiafion  of  the  practicability  of  preserving,  for  a  long  period  of 
confinement  at  sea,  a  crowded  crew  in  an  accustomed  state  of  health.  A  free  and  unrestrained  use  of 
fresh  water  has  been  permitted  throughout  the  period  of  the  cruise." 


A,  No.  2. 

Extracts  from  a  letter  of  Jolm  C.  Jones,  jr.,  consul  of  the  United  States  for  the  Sandwich  Islands,  to  Captain 
William  B.  Finch,  dated — 

October,  30,  1829. 

You  have  requested  me  to  give  you  such  information  as  I  may  be  possessed  of,  relative  to  the  state, 
extent,  value  and  wants  of  the  American  commerce  at  these  islands,  in  consequence  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  having  evinced  a  lively  interest  for  its  better  protection  and  more  successful  prosecution. 

In  eoniiilyin,--  with  tliis  icinest,  I  shall  endeavor  to  be  as  concise  as  possible,  and  give  you  such 
information  only  as  shall  l<e  conceived  may  be  most  desirable  for  our  government  to  be  informed  of 
Since  the  discoxeiy  of  the  whale  lishery  on  the  coast  of  Japan,  and  the  independence  of  the  republics  of 
the  western  coasts  of  Nortli  and  South  America,  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  at  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  has  vastly  increased.  t)f  such  importance  have  these  islands  become  to  oui-  ships,  which  resort 
to  the  coast  of  Japan  for  the  ])rosccntion  of  the  whale  fishery,  that,  without  another  place  could  be  found, 
possessing  equal  advantages  of  convcni.uices  and  situation,  our  fishery  on  Japan  would  be  vastly  con- 
tracted, or  pursued  undei-  circninstances  the  most  disadvantageous. 

The  importance,  also,  of  the  Sandwich  Islands,  to  shipsbound  from  the  western  coast  of  North  and 
South  America  to  China  or  Manilla,  has,  of  late  years,  been  fully  tested;  the  number  of  such  vessels  is 
annually  increasing  which  visit  these  islands,  and  they  have  been  found  to  aifurd  them  every  advantage 
for  repairing,  refreshing,  &c.,  and  generally  a  market  foi-  parts  of  cargoes,  which  such  vessels  commonly 
have  remaining  unsold  at  the  time  of  leaving  the  coast  of  western  America;  these  vessels,  also,  generally 
obtain  from  these  islands  a  freight  of  sandal  wood,  either  for  Canton  or  Manilla,  which  is  quite  an  induce- 
ment of  itself  to  attract  them  to  these  isles. 

The  commerce  of  the  United  States  which  resorts  to  the  Sandwich  Islands  may  be  classed  under  five 
heads,  viz:  first,  those  vessels  which  trade  direct  from  the  United  States  to  these  islands  for  sandal  wood, 
and  from  hence  to  China  or  Manilla,  and  return  to  America;  second,  those  vessels  wliich  are  bound  to  the 
uoithwcst  coasi  on  trading  voyages  for  furs,  and  touch  here  on  their  outward  bound  passage,  generally 
Avinter  at  these  islands,  and  always  stop  on  lliiir  return  to  the  fniied  Stati's  by  the  waj' of  China;  third, 
those  vessels  wliich,  on  their  passage  from  Chili,  I'eru,  Me.vico,  or  California",  tu  China,  Manilla,  or  the 
East  Indies,  stop  at  these  Islands  for  recruits  or  repairs,  to  obtain  freight,  or  dispose  of  what  small  car- 
goes they  may  have  left;  fourth,  those  vessels  which  are  owned  by  Americans  resident  at  these  islands, 
and  employed  by  them  in  trading  to  the  northwest  coast,  to  California  and  Mexico,  to  China  and  Manilla; 
fifth,  those  vessels  which  are  employed  in  the  whale  fishery  on  the  coast  of  Japan,  which  visit  semi-annu- 
ally. Of  the  first  class  of  vessels,  which  visit  these  islands  annually,  the  number  may  be  estimated  at 
six,  the  amount  of  tonnage  eighteen  hundred,  and  the  value  of  vessels  and  cargoes  at  three  hundred  and 
twenty  thousand  dollars;  of  the  second  class,  the  number  may  be  estimated  at  five,  the  tonnage  one  thou- 
sand, and  the  value  of  vessels  and  cargoes  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars;  of  the  third  class,  the 
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number  may  be  cfstimat^-'cl  at  ei.<;-ht,  tlie  tonnage  at  two  thousand  five  linndre 
carg-oes  at  five  Imndr.Ml  tlioimaiid  dollars;  of  "the  fourth  class,  the  number 
tonnage  one  thousand,  and  the  value  of  vessels  and  cargoes  at  two  hundred 
class,  the  number  may  bo  osiimatcd  at  one  hundred,  the  tonnage  thirty-H 
vessels  and  cargoes  at  four  niillions;  ilms  makinix  the  comriiprre  of  the  I 
visits  the  Saii.hvieh  Islands,  aiuomit  to  one  hundred  and  twentv-live  ves, el- 
tons,  and  value.l  at  live  milliou  two  hundred  and    sevenlv    tlion'sand  dollars 


believe,  be  found  to  be  verv  near  th.'  extent  and  \-alue  ofoni-  (•oniin.av.^'at  ihe^e  is'l'','n,|s''    '"  ^'  '""'  " '"'  ^ 
_        The  importance  of  the  Sandwieh  Islands  to  ,l,e  .-onnnenv  of  the  1  ni,..!  Mates  wlneh'visits  these  seas, 

IS,  perhajis,  more  than  has  been  estnnateil  hv  indi\iduals,  or  our  u-o\ ciimieni  I n  made  •leoinintpd  with 

To  our  whale  fishery  on  the  coast  of  dapan,'they  are  mdispensaiil v  neeessarN";  loila'r  t!a,s!  emZ^^^ 
this  business  repair,  in  the  months  of  April  and  May,  to  recruit  tlieiV  eri'ws,  refresh  ami  adjust  ilxii- 'sldos  • 
theythen  i.meeed  to  .lapan,  and  return  in  the  months  of  October  and  Nov.  mlxa-.  it  is  nee, 's^arv  that  these 
ships,  after  their  cruise  on  Japan,  should  return  to  the  nearest  i)ort;  in  coiise.pienei',  a  lar'"-e  niaiority 
resort  to  these  islands,  certain  here  to  r)btain  anything  of  which  they  may  be  in  want.'  A  simill  propor- 
tion, however,  of  these  ships  have  proceeded,  for  supplies  and  refreshments  in  the  fall,  to  ports  on  the 
coast  of  California;  but  as  the  government  of  Mexico  have  now  imposed  a  duty  of  two  dollars  and  one- 
ei.ii-hth  per  ton  on  every  ship  that  shall  anchor  within  their  waters,  whether  in  distress  or  otherwise  this 
will,  of  course,  prevent  our  whale  ships  from  visiting  that  coast,  and  the  Sandwich  Islands  will' then 
remain  the  only  resort  for  them  after  their  cruise  on  the  coast  of  Japan, 

As  the  governments  of  the  republics  of  South  America  become  settled,  and  peace  established  on  their 
shores,  our  commerce  with  those  nations  will,  undoubtedly,  increase;  and  the  result  will,  of  course  have 
a  tendency  to  bring  more  commerce  to  these  islands.  Here  all  vessels  bound  to  China'  Manilla,  or  the 
East  Indies,  will  stop  on  their  passage;  and  the  more  the  advantages  which  these  islands  aflbrd  'to  such 
vessels  are  known,  the  more  they  will  became  frequented. 

When  wo  come  to  reflect  that,  only  a  few  years  since,  these  Sandwish  Islands  were  known  to  exist 
and  no  more;  that  but  lately  they  were  visited  by  a  few  ships  bound  to  the  northwest  coast  of  America^ 
and  they  merely_ stopped  to  procure  a  few  yams  or  potatoes;  and  that  there  now  annually  come  to  this 
remote  corner  of  the  globe  forty  thousand  tons  of  American  shipping,  and  the  prospect  is  sure  that,  in  no 
long  protracted  period,  this  number  will  double;  we  are  led  to  conclude  that  the  Sandwich  Island's  have 
been,  and  will  continue  to  be,  immensely  more  important  to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  which 
visits  these  seas. 

The  annual,  if  not  semi-annual,  visit  of  one  of  our  ships-of-war  to  these  islands  is  conceived  to  be 
necessary,  and  would,  no  doubt,  be  attended  with  the  best  advantages,  affording-  to  our  commerce  in 
these  seas,  protection,  assistance,  and  security. 

For  this  station  a  sloop-of-war  would  be  sufficient  for  every  purpose  required;  and,  if  so  arranged  as 
to  visit  these  islands  in  the  months  of  March,  April,  and  May,  and  again  in  October  and  November, 
every  desired  object  would  then  be  effected,  and  the  result  be  that  our  merchantmen  and  whalers  would 
come  to  these  islands  with  perfect  security,  their  stay  here  be  made  safe,  and  many  abuses  and  inconve- 
niencies  with  which  they  are  now  shackled  would  be  done  away.  The  very  knowledge  that  a  ship-of-war 
would  semi-annually  be  at  the  Sandwich  Islands,  would  be  of  infinite  service  to  our  commerce  in  general 
which  enters  the  waters  of  the  North  Pacific  ocean.  Since  my  residence  on  these  islands,  as  an  officer 
of  tlie  government,  I  have  repeatedly,  and  oftentimes  in  the  discharge  of  my  ofiScial  duties,  felt  the  want 
of  protection  and  aid  from  the  power  of  my  government.  I  have  been  compelled  to  see  the  guilty  escape 
with  impunity,  the  innocent  suffer  without  a  cause,  the  interests  of  my  countrymen  abused,  vessels 
compelled  to  abandon  the  object  of  their  voyage  in  consequence  of  desertion  and  mutiny,  and  men  who 
might  be  made  useful  to  society  suffered  to  prowl  amongst  the  different  islands,  a  disgrace  to  themselves 
and  their  (onnlry,  and  an  injury  to  others,  whom  they  are  corrupting  and  encoui-aging  to  do  wrong-. 
From  sueli  sources  our  commerce  in  this  quarter  of  the  globe  has  suffered  much,  and  I  have  the  confidence 
to  believe  that  the  regular  visits  of  our  ships-of-war  to  these  islands  (their  commanders  being  clothed 
with  sufficient  power  to  act)  would  have  the  best  tendency  to  regulate  all  things,  and  secure  to  our 
commerce  everything  which  it  now  so  importantly  feels  the  want  of. 


Extracts  from  a  communication  made  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  bij  George  S.  Sproston,  surgeon  of  the 
Wed  India  fleet,  dated — 

October  26,  1820. 

Since  the  date  of  my  last  (30th  April)  the  use  of  chloride  of  lime,  as  therein  mentioned,  has  been 
steadily  persevered  in  on  board  of  this  ship,  (the  Erie,)  and,  in  conjunction  with  other  judicious  measures 
of  health  police  adopted  since  the. commencement  of  the  summer,  has  procured  for  us,  under  Providence, 
an  exemption  from  epidemic  disease. 

That  it  has  done  so,  is  a  fact  more  strongly  corroborative  of  its  efficacj^  than  might  seem  apparent, 
were  I  not  to  mention  that,  during  the  first  six  months  of  our  service  on  the  West  India  station,  many 
circumstances  in  relation  to  the  climate,  the  ship,  and  the  crew,  conspired  with  great  force  towards  the 
production  of  general  disease.  Such  were,  in  the  early  months,  much  rainy  and  boisterous  weather; 
afterwards,  excessive  and  continued  heat,  to  a  degree  unusual,  even  in  the  West  Indies;  the  crowded  and 
imperfectly  ventilated  state  of  the  hold  and  berth  deck;  the  laborious  and  harassing  duties  of  the  crew, 
their  clothing  illy  regulated,  with  a  small  allowance  of  water,  and  a  paucity  of  those  comforts  which  are 
calculated  to  ameliorate  the  nature  and  effects  of  sea  diet.  These  and  many  other  unfavorable  circum- 
stances existing  during  the  first  cruise,  gave  to  the  cases  of  fever  which  occasionally  did  occur  (about 
forty  in  all)  a  high  grade  of  character,  and  powerfully  predisposed  to  the  development  of  general  disease. 
That  epidemic  malignant  fever  was  not  produced,  I  unhesitatingly  ascribe  to  the  unremitted  use  of 
chlorine,  and  such  other  measures  of  precaution  as  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  medical  officers  to  adopt. 
VOL.  Ill 96  L 
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On  board  of  the  other  vessels  of  this  squadron,  where  the  chloride  of  lime  has  been  used,  still 
happier  results  have  been  obtained.  I  believe  that  a  case  of  fever  of  any  description  has  not  occurred 
in  any  of  them.  On  board  the  Peacock,  however,  the  chloride  of  lime,  or  chlorine  in  any  form,  had  not 
been  used.  The  high  order  and  supposed  general  sweetness  of  this  vessel  were  deemed  to  render  it 
unnecessary.  The  "fact,  therefore,  stands  in  high  relief,  that  there  has  not  yet  occurred  in  our  navy  an 
instance  of' malignant  disease  where  the  chloride  of  lime  has  been  steadily  used  as  a  preventive. 


C. 

Statement  showing  the  progress  which  has  been  made  in  the  erection  of  the  dry  docks  at  Boston  and  Norfolk, 
and  in  the  procurement  of  timber,  under  the  law  of  the  od  of  3iarch,  1827,  for  the  "gradual  improve- 
ment of  the  navy." 

The  operations  attendant  on  the  construction  of  the  dry  docks'  have  progressed  satisfactorily  during 
the  past  year,  under  the  directions  of  the  attentive  and  able  engineer  to  whose  superintendence  their 
construction  has  been  cenfided.  The  progress  has  been  as  great  as  could  have  been  expected,  from  the 
limited  space  and  amount  of  heavy  materials  to  be  used.  Nothing  has  occurred  to  interrupt  or 
embarrass  the  works  on  the  dry  dock  at  Boston,  except,  perhaps,  the  want  of  stone,  which  has  not  been 
supplied  so  fast  and  as  regularly  as  was  desired;  but,  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances,  masonry 
of  this  kind,  and  for  such  purposes,  does  not,  to  obtain  substantial  and  good  work,  admit  of  the  dispatch 
with  which  works  rising  above  ground  can  be  prosecuted.  Some  very  slight  interruption  of  the  work 
took  place  on  account  of  the  extraordinary  high  tide  on  Friday,  the  26th  of  March  last.  About  three 
feet  of  water  found  its  way  into  the  dock,  but  was  clearecj,  so  that  the  work  was  recommenced  on 
the  following  Monday.  This  tide  was  one  and  a  half  inches  higher  than  the  tide  of  1786,  which  was 
ten  inches  higher  than  any  previous  tide  within  the  memory  of  the  oldest  inhabitant  then  living-.  From 
these  facts  it  appears  the  height  fixed  for  the  coping  of  the  dock  is  level  with  the  great  tide  of  1786;  one 
inch  and  a  half  below  the  great  tide  of  March  last;  eight  inches  above  the  tide  of  March,  1825,  and  ten 
inches  above  the  high  tide  of  October,  1829. 

From  an  inspection  of  the  plan,  it  is  estimated  that  a  little  more  than  three-fourths  of  the  whole 
masonry  is  laid;  about  one-half  of  the  hammered  part  of  the  remaining  fourth  is  ready  dressed  on  the 
ground,  and  a  good  deal  more  will  be  laid  the  present  fall,  if  the  season  continues  favorable;  and,  by  the 
first  of  August  next,  it  may  be  presumed,  the  whole  stone  masonry,  including  the  coping,  will  be  com- 
pleted. 

The  site  intended  for  the  great  wells  and  engine  house  has  hitherto  been  necessarily  occupied  by  the 
stone  and  stone  hammerers,  so  that,  without  great  inconvenience  and  embarrassment,  these  parts  of  the 
works  could  not  be  taken  in  hand;  preparations,  however,  are  now  making  for  commencing  them;  they 
will  be  prosecuted  during  the  winter,  and  early  in  the  next  spring  they  will  be  finished. 

Various  attempts  have  been  made,  both  by  written  contracts  and  verbal  agreements,  to  procure  tim- 
ber for  the  turning  gates,  which  have  proved  unsuccessful,  owing  to  great  difficulty  in  procuring  timber 
of  the  required  form  and  size.  Should  it  prove  impracticable  to  obtain  the  curved  pieces,  the  ribs  must 
be  formed  or  composed  of  planks  bent  and  bolted  together  to  the  required  curvature.  Should  the  weather 
continue  favorable  a  few  weeks  longer,  the  whole  masonry  of  the  head  and  chamber  of  the  dock  will  be 
raised  to  within  fourteen  feet  of  the  top;  and,  during  the  winter,  the  banking  up  to  the  same  height  will 
be  effected.  This  circumstance  will  gx-eatly  facilitate  all  the  labor  of  the  remaining  part  of  the  masonry; 
and  there  is  no  doubt  that,  during  the  next  season,  the  whole  banking  up  and  leveling  the  ground  about 
the  dock,  even  with  the  coping,  can  be  accomplished.  The  turning  gates,  if  an  early  supply  of  timber 
should  be  obtained  next  spring,  may  be  nearly  erected  in  the  coming  year;  after  which,  the  floating  gate, 
removal  of  the  coffer-dam,  clearing  out  the  entrance  to  the  dock,  &c.,  &c.,  will  be  the  principal  objects  of 
expense. 

The  followiu"-  are  the  principal  parts  of  the  work  which  remain  to  be  executed,  with  an  estimate  of 
the  probable  cost^of  each;  the  first  seven  items  will  probably  be  completed  during  the  ensuing  year,  and 
the  three  last  will  remain' till  the  dock  is  finished. 

No.     1.  Finishing  masonry  will  probably  cost $30,000 

No.     2.  Engine  house 15,000 

No      3    ■\Vells,  tunnel,  cisterns,  &c.,  &c 7,000 

No'.     4.  Pumps,  &c.,  &c 21,000 

No.     5.  Turning  gates,  &c 10,000 

No      G    Small  gates,  &c 3,000 

No.     7.  Banking  up 4,000 

No.     8.  Removing  coffer-dam,  opening  channel 5,000 

No'.     9.  Floating  gate 20,000 

No.  10.  Removing  steam  engine,  restoring  wharf,  &c 3,000 

$118,000 


There  has  been  expended  on  this  dock,  up  to  the  31st  October,  for  materials,  $60,221.28,  and  for 
labor,  S71,497.34,  making  the  sum  of  $131,718.62,  disbursed  since  November,  1829;  add  to  which, 
$111,853. 941  for  materials,  and  $138,531,531  for  labor,  previously  expended,  making  the  total  amount  of 
disbursements  on  this  dock,  from  its  commencement,  $382,104.10^. 

The  work  on  the  dock  at  Norfolk,  during  the  past  year,  has  been  carried  on  successfully.  The  whole 
foundation  floor  has  been  completed,  and  nothing  which  deserves  particular  notice  has  occurred,  either 
from  the  accumulation  of  water  or  caving  of  the  banks,  to  embarrass  the  works.  A  considerable  mass  of 
rough  masonry,  as  well  as  some  of  the  hammered  stones  at  the  entrance,  and  a  part  of  the  mitre  sill,  have 
been  laid.  The  average  height  of  the  rubble  work,  or  rough  masonry,  is  sixteen  feet ;  and  the  banking 
up  has  progressed  so  far  as  almost  to  prevent  any  future  caving  or  sliding  of  the  banks.     Upwards  of 
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five  thousand  cubic  yards  of  rnblile  work  have  been  laid,  and  a  new  boiler  for  the  steam  engine  lias  been 
engaged,  whicli  there  is  no  doulit  will,  by  its  improved  form,  cause  a  saving  in  fuel  that  will  nearly  if 
not  quite  cover  this  additional  cost.  "^ 

Examinations  of  the  cuiler-dam  have  been  often  carefully  made,  to  see  what  effect  the  worms  liad  upon 
the  pdes.  During  the  last  summer,  it  was  ascertained  t4iat  the  sheathing  originally  put  down  for  their 
protection  had  completely  answered  the  purpose,  and  the  dove-tailed  timber  piles  were  found  to  be  sound 
Some  of  the  heads  of  the  great  tie-bolts,  which  rested  against  the  coffer  sheathing  of  ribbons  or  guide 
timbers,  have  been  corroded,  and  it  is  expected  that  others  must  be  substituted;  in  other  respects,  the 
coffer-dam  appears  to  be  firm  and  safe. 

The  delay  and  embarrassment  which  took  place  early  in  the  past  season  have  been  avoided  since  by 
allowing  persons  to  deliver  rubble  stones  at  a  stipulated  price  per  cubic  yard  as  they  measure  in  the  work, 
without  entering  into  formal  written  contracts  for  stipulated  quantities;  and  there  is  now  a  good  supply^ 
with  a  fair  prospect  of  not  being  again  in  want  of  stone  of  this  description.  Of  dimension  stone,  about 
3,500  cubic  yards  have  been  received,  and  a  large  supply  is  on  hand,  in  readiness  to  make  considerable 
advances  in  tliat  part  of  the  masonry  this  winter.  Some  interruption  in  parts  of  this  work  has  happened, 
on  account  of  the  loss  of  two  vessels  by  shipwreck;  but  other  parts  of  the  masonry  were  carried  on  at 
the  same  time,  so  as  to  produce  but  little  detriment  to  the  work.  It  is  doubtful  whether  this  dock  can  be 
ready  for  use  quite  as  soon  as  stated  in  the  last  report,  although  the  great  mass  of  the  work  will  be 
finished;  during  the  summer  of  1832,  it  may  doubtless  be  completed. 

spended,  up  to  the  31st  ultimo,  for  materials $109,802   15 

80',819  17 


On  this  dock  there  has  been  i 
For  labor 


Making $190,621  32 

disbursed  during  the  past  year;  add  to  which,  $62,763.82  for  materials,  and  $117,128.92  for  labor,  previ- 
ously expended,  making  the  total  amount  of  disbursements  on  this  dock,  from  its  commencement, 
$370,814.06. 

Under  the  several  contracts  which  have  been  made  under  the  act  of  3d  of  March,  1827,  for  the  live 
oak  frames  of  five  ships  of  the  line,  five  frigates,  and  five  sloops-of-war,  deliveries  have  bi  en  made  of 
three  hundred  and  twcnt^'-one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fourteen  cubic  feet,  at  the  following  yards,  viz: 


Portsmouth  .  , 

Boston 

New  York  . . . 
Phihidelpliia  . 

Norfolk 

Washington  , 


74s 


140,830 
139,930 
40,954 


For  443. 
2,882 
47,439 
13,757 
36,940 
20,319 
18,593 

139,930 


For  sloops. 
5,675 
9,753 

7,736 
8,778 
9,012 


Sloops 

Making,  together 321 ,714  cubic  feet,  for  which  has 

been  paid  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  sixty-eight  thousand  three  hundred  dollars  and  fifty-five  cents. 

The  timber  delivered  since  the  3d  of  March,  1827,  under  the  contracts  with  Teas  &  Van  Hook,  Waller 
&  Taber,  and  R.  F.  Scoficld,  is  embraced  in  the  foregoing  statement  of  live  oak  for  frigate  frames. 


D. 

Statement  exhibiting  the  expenditures  on  account  of  the  gradual  improvement  of  the  navy,  under  the  act  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  gradual  improvement  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States,"  approved  March  3,  1827,/ra?Ji 
the  passage  of  that  act  to  Septemher  30,  1830,  designating,  as  far  as  piracticable,  the  year  and  the  object  of 
expenditure. 


Object  of  expenditi 


Aggregate. 


Live  oak  timber. — Purchase  of  live  oak,  cut  to  moulds  . . 

Live  oak  lands. — Purchase  of  a  plantation  in  East  Florida, 
for  the  culture  of  live  oak 

Live  oak  plantation. — Expenditures  in  preparing  and 
cultivating  the  plantation,  and  agent's  salary  .... 

Live  oak  examination  and  surveys. — Salaries  of  thi 
agents  for  examining  and  surveying  the  live  oal 
lands  in  Louisiana,  Florida,  &c.j  including  their 
per  diem  allo\yance  and  traveling  expenses 

Live  oak  protection. — Salary  of  agent  in  protecting  the 
live  oak  on  the  public  lands  in  Louisiana 

Dry  docks. — Expenditures  for  materials  and  labor,  ir 
building  dry  docks  at  Gosport,  Virginia,  and  Charles- 
town,  Massachusetts,  including  the  salary  of  th( 
engineer  and  his  assistants 

Dry  dock  lots. — Purchase  of  sundry  lots  or  pieces  of 
ground  at  Gosport,  Virginia 


$110,895  0 
10,261  1 


45,239  63 
16,376  00 


4,952  14 
300  00 


183,923  21 
500  00 


5352,972  09 
10,261  11 
9,465  02 

14,644  27 
725  00 

630,489  46 
16,875  00 
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Object  of  expenditur 


Dry  dock    examinations. — Per  diem  and  traveling 
penses  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy 

Timber  sheds. — Expenditures  for  the  erection  of  sheds 
for  the  preservation  of  timber  in  navy  yards.  •• 

Boat  sheds. — Expenditures  for  the  erection  of  sheds  for 
the  preservation  of  boats 

Magazine. — Expenditures  for  building  a  magaziue  and 
bridge  at  Gosport,  Virginia 

Miscellaneous. — Purchase  of  stone,  glass,  timber,  iron 
copper,  bricks,  shingles,  ic,  and  for  labor  per- 
formed; the  vouchers  for  which  do  not  specify  th( 
particular  object  of  expenditure 


§1,S59  60 
16,318  26 


$115,301  82     I  $351,608  53 


$621  61 
31,440  06 
2,356  11 
6,581  60 


$2,033  37 

49,791  69 

9,159  73 

11,515  84 

6,581  50 

473,363  98     j  $199,555  29     I  $1,139,918  02 


Tbeasory  Department,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  December  4,  1830. 


AMOS  KEXDALL. 


Sir:  Upon  the  ace 
upon  the  coast  of  Afric 

This  accent  derives 
entitled  "All  act  in  ad.l 

The  first  section  ai 
cruising  upon  the  coa 
employed  by  citizens  i 
marshals,  or  other  pert 


Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditor^s  Office,  August,  1830, 
of  Juseph  Mechlin,  Esq,,    agent  for  the  reception  of  recaptured  Africans 
nil  rrlcrn  il  f,.  me,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  facts: 
ilia!  cxistiiiei'  and  powers  from  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  March  3,  1819, 
1  the  tlic  aets  pr.ihiliitiiig  the  slave  trade." 

■>  ilii'  I'll  -ideiit  to  employ  any  of  the  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States  in 
hi'  I  nitrd  .States  and  of  Africa,  with  the  view  of  capturing  any  vessels 
ill  Ills  of  till'  United  States  in  the  slave  trade,  and  delivering  over  to  the 
^  ijoiiiteJ  til  receive  them,  all  negroes  found  on  board,  destined  for  slaves. 
The  second  section  provides  "that  the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  autho- 
rized to  make  such  regulations  and  arrangements  as  he  may  deem  expedient  for  the  safe  keeping, 
support,  and  removal  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  of  all  such  negroes,  mulattoes,  or  persons 
of  color  as  may  be  so  delivered  and  brought  within  their  jmisilii'tioii;  and  to  appoint  apmper  person  or 
persons,  residing  upon  tHe  coastqf  Africa,  as  agent  or  aijrulA  I'm-  r<;-rirni</  /hr  negroes,  mulattoes,  or  jxrsons 
of  color  delivered  from  on  board  vessels  seized  in  the  prn.<r,n/i,,n  i>f  tin-  sUire  trade  by  the  commanders  of 
the  United  States  armed  vessels."  The  act  further  provides  for  the  iranspurtation  of  such  negroes,  &c.,  as 
may  have  been  illegally  imported  into  the  United  States,  and  appropriates  $100,000  to  give  effect  to  its 
provisions. 

All  the  powers  possessed  by  the  agent  on  the  coast  of  Africa  are  derived  from  the  2d  section  of  the 
act  above  quoted.  By  a  literal  iiiterjiretation  of  the  provision,  it  would  seem  that  the  person  to  be 
appointed  agent  must  be  re^idin-j  upon  the  coast  of  Africa  previous  to  his  appointment,  and  that  his 
ofBcial  duties  are  performed  when  hi'  has  received  the  negroes  from  the  commanders  of  the  vessels  in 
which  they  may  be  transported.  It  is  by  inference  onlj^  that  he  is  entitled  to  any  compensation  for  his 
services,  or  any  remuneration  for  the  expenses  which  may  attend  the  disposition  of  the  negroes  after  they 
are  received. 

Connecting  this  act  with  the  fact  that  the  Colonization  Society  was  then  preparing  to  effect  a  scttle- 
AlVii'.i,  with  the  ^•il'w  nf  affording  an  a.sylum  for  free  people  of  color  and  emanci- 
loliahli'  Coii-Ti'ss  expected  that  some  person  or  persons  residing  in  the  proposed 
jip oiiiicil  to  n'i';'i\-i'  thi'  recaptured  negroes,  and  that  the  final  disposition  of  them, 
iinliati'ly  refuni  to  tlii'ir  own  cotmtries,  would  be  embraced  in  the  benevolent  plans 
oriety.      It   iniuiit    lia\'i'  lieeu  siipposi'd  that  the  society,   which  was  preparing  to 

lor  nuiiii'rous  AlVieaiis  IV 1  tVom  lioiidage  in  the  United  States,  would  not  hesitate 

hoiii  the  ^•o\-i'rniiiriit  had  saved  from  slavery,  and  delivered  to  them  without  charge 
III  so  iloiiiu'.  thi  V  would  have  been  acting  in  accordance  with  the  original  objects 
the  lessciiiii.;-  ol'  till'  evils  of  slavery  in  the  United  States,  and  the  suppression  of 
ay  have  lieeu  thought  that  the  government  had  done  all  it  legitimately  could,  when 
I'll  iii'-roes  to  the  shores  of  their  native  continent. 

at  the  terms  of  the  act  were  hardly  sufficient  to  authorize  the  establishment  of  a 
ire  to  the  United  States,  and  entitled  to  protection,  if  even  Congress  itself  possesses 
sueh  an  establishment.  In  the  simple  grant  of  power  to  an  agent  to  receive 
rei|uires  broad  construction  to  find  a  grant  of  authority  to  colonize  them,  to  build 
ni^h  lln'm  vi  til  farming  utensils,  to  pay  instructors  to  teach  them,  to  purchase  ships  for 
their  convenience,  to  Jniild  fnisftr  their  protection,  to  supply  them  with  arms  and  munitions  of  icar,  to  enlist 
troops  to  guard  them,  or  to  employ  the  army  or  navy  in  their  defence. 

There  appears  to  have  been  difBculty  in  construing  this  act  immediately  after  its  passage.  At  the 
next  session  of  Congress,  President  Monroe  sent  a  message  to  both  Houses,  (see  Senate  Journal,  page 
33,  Doc.  20,  1819;)  from  which  the  following  are  extracts: 

"Some  diiulit  luin--  entertained  respecting  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  act  of  the  last  session, 
entitled  "An  act  in  aillition  to  an  act  prohibiting  the  slave  trade,"  as  to  the  duties  of  the  agents  to  be 
appointed  on  thi-  coast  of  Afiiea,  1  think  it  proper  to  state  the  interpretation  which  has  been  given  to 
the  act,  and  the  measures  adopted  to  carry  it  into  effect,  that  Congress  may,  should  it  be  deemed 
advisable,  amend  the  same  before  further  proceeding  is  had  under  it."     "On  due  consideration  of  the 
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paied  in  advance  for  the  Afucans  who  might  be  letumed  to  thou  own  . ..  itin  nl  it  was  constiued'also  to 
admit  the  sending  out  of  mechanics  and  laborerb  to  build  barracks  m  lioiis,  s  I  .i  th,  m  The  a"-ent  accord- 
ingly took  out  with  him  thirty  thiee  men,  eighteen  women,  sevent( ,  i,  m  ,1.  .  luldicn,  and  tw^enty  female 
children — in  all  eighty-eight  persons.  As  the  men  went  out  as  mechanics  and  laborers  for  the  United 
'States,  and  the  w^omen  "as  cooks,  seamstresses,  nurses,  and  washerwomen,"  the  act  of  Conoress  was 
construed  to  admit  of  sending  out  provisions  for  the  support  of  themselves  and  families. 

They  must  have  tools  as  well  as  provisions;  and  therefore  the  agent  took  out  "one  wa"-on  several 
wheelbarrows,  ploughs,  iron  work  for  a  saw  and  grist  mill,  a  fishing  seine,"  and  a  variet/ of 'farming 
utensils. 

They  must  be  protected  from  the  violence  of  enemies;  and  therefore  the  act  was  construed  to  admit 
the  sending  out  of  arms  and  munitions  of  war  for  their  use.  The  agent  was  accordingly  authorized  to 
take  out  '-two  six-pounders  with  shot,  one  hundred  muskets  with  accoutrements,  ten  "kegs  of  common 
powder,  and  two  of  priming  powder." 

They  must  cany  on  sonic  iiitormnrso  with  tlioir  neighbors;  nnd  tlierofore  the  act  was  construed  to 
admit  the  sending  out  a  "  r..ur-..;ir.Ml  l,ar-.>,"  lli.'  pr..i,.iiy  ..I'tli.'  Unit.'.]  States. 

Thus  accoiiipani./d  aii.l  inv|.;nv.l,  th.'  ;i:jvni  smjI.mI  r,,i-  Afii.M,  aii.l  was  safely  landed  at  Sierra  Leone, 
with  his  stores,  muniticms,  an.l  p.M.pl...  At  Sierra  L.'oiic  ho  piirehasiMl  a  schooner  for  the  use  of  the  con- 
templated establishment,  and,  after  some  delay,  transported  his  people  and  effects  to  the  Island  of  Sherbro. 
There  the  agent  and  his  assistant  soon  sickened  and  died.  Many  of  the  mechanics  and  laborers,  and  their 
families,  perished;  most  of  the  residue  were  scattered  abroad,  and  the  provisions  and  stores  sent  out 
chiefly  wasted  and  destroyed. 

On  the   I  si    1)  I .  inIm  T,  1820,  Jonathan  B.  Winn  was  appointed  agent,  and  Ephraim  Baron  assistant 
agent.     Tl,,.'   n.w  a^.ni    took  out  sixteen  men,  twelve  women,  and  ten  children,  to  supply  deficiencies 
'  1  laborers  first  sent  out,  caused  by  death  and  dispersion.     He  also  took  out  four 

iritli  his  e..)ii|ia]iy  at  Sierra  Leone,  collected  as  many  as  possible  of  the 
in,  and,  after  considerable  delays,  occasioned  by  difficul- 
the  agency,  finally  transported  his  company  to  Cape 
I'.I  ami  jiiirchased  by  the  Colonization  Society,  in  concert  with  the  agent 
1  th.'iv  ill  January,  1822,  and  were  left  by  the  agent  in  June,  living  in 
comfortable  dwellings  er.Ti.'.l  l.y  iIhih -.dves.  The  schooner  Augusta,  purchased  by  Mr.  Bacon,  being 
much  out  of  repair,  another  sel,..oi,.T,  called  the  Calypso,  had  been  purchased  by  the  new  agent  for  the 
use  of  the  est  blishment. 

In  May,  1822,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  directed  that  ten  liberated  Africans  should  be  delivered  to 
J.  Ashmun,  for  transportation  to  Africa,  who  also  took  out  fifteen  men,  twelve  women,  and  ten  children, 
to  be  attached  to  the  agency.  The  Secretary  also  authorized  him  to  take  out,  at  the  expense  of  the 
government,  15,000  hard  red  bricks,  5,000  feet  assorted  lumber,  thirty  barrels  ship  bread,  eight  of  tar, 
four  of  pitch,  four  of  rosin,  and  two  of  turpentine. 

On  the  loth  May,  1822,  Doctor  Eli  Ayres,  who,  on  the  21st  of  the  preceding  July,  had  been  appointed 
"  a  surgeon,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  ni.'.lical  assistance  to  the  tinited  States  agents,  and  the  mechan- 
ics, laborers,  and  families  employed  iiii.I.t  tlieir  direction,  and  to  the  negroes  and  persons  of  color  who 
may  be  delivered,"  &c.,  was  appoint. mI  jiiincii.al  agent,  with  a  salary,  as  agent  and  surgeon,  of  $2,000. 
He  was  authorized  to  take  out,  at  the  public  expense,  a  frame  for  a  house,  boards,  scantling,  shingles, 
&c.,  four  window  frames,  with  glass,  nails,  bolts,  locks,  &c.,  two  carts,  and  a  hand-mill  to  grind  corn 
and  rice,  with  powder,  cannon,  shot,  lead,  &c. 

Previous  to  the  arrival  of  Doctor  Ayres,  and  subsequent  to  his  departure  from  Liberia,  where  his 
stay  was  short,  the  management  of  the  agency  was  in  the  hands  of  Jchudi  Ashmun,  agent  of  the  Coloni- 
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zation  Society.  Ten  liberated  Africans,  sent  out  in  1823,  were  returned  to  their  own  country,  which 
was  within  forty  or  fifty  miles  of  the  settlement. 

In  March,  1824,  Doctor  Ayres  resigned  the  agency,  and  Mr.  Ashman  received  a  temporary  appoint- 
ment. To  him  a  large  quantity  of  provisions,  clothes,  leather,  axes,  lumber,  and  various  other  goods, 
were  sent  in  1824. 

Fortifications  had  been  built,  guns  mounted,  and  the  arms  and  munitions  furnished  by  the  United 
States  employed  in  the  defence  of  the  settlement.  To  the  government,  also,  were  charged  all  the  sup- 
plies employed  in  repelling  sundry  attacks  of  the  natives  upon  the  settlement. 

In  June,  1824,  R.  R.  Gurley  was  appointed  agent;  but  the  management  of  the  agency  was  soon 
devolved  again  upon  Mr.  Ashmun. 

In  January,  1825,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  authorized  the  erection  of  "a  building  for  the  residence 
and  instruction  of  the  recaptured  Africans,  and  a  superintendent."  He  also  directed  the  agent  to  "make 
application  to  the  proper  officers  of  the  Colonization  Society  for  an  allotment  of  a  certain  portion  of  their 
land,  as  may  be  fixed  upon,  for  the  use  of  the  recaptured  Africans,  that  they  may  be  instructed  in  agri- 
culture," &c. 

In  the  same  month,  Mr.  Ashmun  reported  that  he  had  appointed  "  a  superintendent  of  captured  Afri- 
cans," "  a  secretary  pro  tempore,"  a  "storekeeper,"  and  "  a  conductor  of  ordnance;"  and  that  he  wag 
erecting  two  buildings,  containing  "  a  residence  for  the  superintendent,  a  school  room,  and  chapel," 
together  with  apartments  for  liberated  Africans.  He  had  repaired  the  old  agency  house,  and  was  build- 
ing a  new  one;  had  built  a  small  building,  to  be  attached  to  the  agency  house,  to  be  temporarily 
employed  as  a  i-ice  granary  and  storehouse;  was  collecting  materials  for  a  storehouse;  was  proceeding 
to  build  a  stone  pier  at  the  landing;  was  about  to  repair  a  tower  for  defence;  and,  by  building  and 
repairing,  had  two  boats  "employed  in  transporting  rice."  He  had  organized  a  regular  guard,  and 
enlisted  "seven  men  for  the  service."  He  had  previously  had  on  his  ration  list  two  hundred  persons, 
but  they  were  then  reduced  to  sixty-eight.  He  expected,  however,  to  furnish  rations  for  about  eighty. 
He  had  fifteen  pieces  of  cannon  and  three  swivels,  besides  small  arms. 

The  salaries  and  allowances  of  all  the  officers  appointed,  the  men  enlisted,  and  persons  employed  in 
these  improvements,  together  with  the  cost  of  the  materials,  were  charged  to  the  United  States. 

The  number  of  liberated  Africans  then  under  charge  of  this  formidable  agency,  was  Jifteen.  "  Nine," 
says  Mr.  Ashmun,  "are  in  possession  of  plantations  of  their  own;  the  remaining  six,  whose  age  and  acquaint- 
ance with  agriculture  forbid  a  separate  allotment  of  lands,  cultivate  a  small  farm  in  common,  under  their 
superintendent." 

In  the  same  month  the  Secretary  directed  a  considerable  quantity  of  provisions  and  goods  to  be  sent 
out,  with  a  quantity  of  lumber,  a  parcel  of  carpenter's  tools,  "  ten  dozen  porter,  ten  gallons  Madeira  wine," 
and  seeds  to  be  distributed  in  the  colony. 

In  November,  1825,  an  additional  quantity  of  provisions  was  directed  to  be  sent  out,  and,  in  Decem- 
ber, an  additional  supply  of  arms  and  munitions  of  war. 

In  the  instructions  of  Doctor  John  W.  Peace,  who  was  now  appointed  agent,  he  was  authorized  to 
employ  the  colonids  "  in  labor  and  defence,"  at  tlie  expense  of  the  government.  It  is  observed:  "The 
necessity  of  keeping  a  military  force  in  the  pay  of  the  government  is  not  sufficiently  apparent  to  authorize 
such  a  step  in  the  present  advanced  condition  of  the  colony,  or  witliout  further  evidence  of  its  utility,"  &c. 
The  right  to  keep  up  such  a  force  is  here  clearly  recognized.  It  is  further  observed:  "  It  is  very  desirable 
that  the  recaptured  Africans  should  remain  at  the  agency  so  long  as  to  acquire  some  knowledge  of  the  arts 
and  comforts  of  civilized  life;  but  should  any  of  them  discover  their  nation  and  country,  and  desii-e  to 
return  to  their  homes,  you  will  not  oppose  their  wishes,  but  facilitate  and  promote  them." 

The  principles  upon  whicli  Mr.  Asinnun  had  thus  far  practiced  were  thus  recognized  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy.  The  act  of  1819,  which  authDiizcd  tlic  ai>p()intiiirnt  of  an  agent  or  agents  to  receive 
liberated  Africans  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  was  i-.rn^lrucd  to  ailmit  ilic  huilding  of  school  houses  and  chapels 
for  them,  of  paying  teachers  to  cirilr.r  n.nl  <iiri-:tiin)i:r  them,  !<ii[>rri ulrndents  to  teach  them  agriculture  and 
"the  arts  and  comforts  of  civilized  lil'c."  lu  fine,  the  act  wliicli  seems  intended  merely  to  facilitate  the 
return  of  liberated  Africans  to  their  own  countries  and  families,  was,  by  construction,  made  to  authorize 
the  appropriation  of  the  power  and  means  of  the  government  to  their  civilization,  and  to  their  location 
and  protection  in  a  new  community. 

In  1825,  and  early  in  1826,  the  a';(iii,  who  had  introduced  an  efficient  military  organization  into  the 
settlement,  was  involved  in  hostilities  wiih  certain  slave  dealers,  and  others,  in  his  neighborhood,  and,  in 
various  expeditions,  liberated  and  carried  tn  tlie  agency  about  170  slaves.  These,  also,  he  supported  and 
instructed  at  the  expense  of  the  government,  until  he  was  informed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  that 
they  could  not  be  brought  within  the  provisions  of  the  law,  and  must  cease  to  be  a  public  charge. 

In  February,  1821,  there  were  no  liberated  Africans  under  the  care  of  the  agent,  but  he  was  building 
a  new  town  for  a  number  who  were  expected. 

Dr.  Peace,  who  went  out  and  returned,  leaving  the  agency  still  in  the  care  of  Mr.  Ashmun,  reported, 
from  Philadelphia,  January  1st,  1821,  the  "  persons  constantly  employed  at  Liberia,  who  received  their 
pay,  &c.,  from  the  government,"  as  follows,  viz: 

"  Henry  Nelson,  carpenter  and  lious(>  joiner,  and  four  apprentices,  in  finishing  the  buildings  for  the 

Africans  expected  from  Georgia,  and  (ither  buildings,  at  (an  annual  salary  of) $600 

"Anthony  D.  Williams,  superintendent 300 

"James  Thompson,  assistant  superintendent 300 

"  Elijah  Johnson,  storekeeper 200 

"  W.  L.  Weaver,  assistant  to  United  States  agent 300 

"  To  these  may  be  added,  W.  Draper,  house  joiner,  employed  at  the  agent's  house  per  job,  and  from 
three  to  five  boat  builders;  besides  which,  blacksmiths,  caulkers,  extra  carpenters,  masons,  sawyers, 
laborers,  seamstresses,  nurses,  &c.,  are  frequently  employed,  who  receive  goods  from  the  public  stores  for 
their  services." 

In  August,  1827,  one  hundred  and  forty-two  liberated  Africans  were  received  at  the  agency,  sent  out 
by  the  government  from  Savannah,  in  Georgia.  The  buildings  erected  there  were  not  then  completed, 
and  a  schooner  was  building  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  2d  April,  of  that  year,  instructions  were  sent  to  the  a.gent,  that  "in  no  case  are  the  supplies 
now  or  hereafter  to  be  furnished  to  be  distributed  amorjg  the  liberated  Africans  at  the  agency,  or  among 
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the  colonists;" and  ho  was  directed  to  "discharge  all  the  superintendents  and  a-ents  uf  every  description 
who  have  been  and  are  under  pay,  except  those  whose  services  an-  ulis,,lu(rlv  necessary."  On  the  12th 
December  he  was  instructed  "not  to  expend  anj'  more  money  on  t\\r  imlilic  ln'iildino-s  " 

In  October,  1828,  Dr.  Richard  Randall  was  appointed  agent.  All  ih.  ncaptured  Africans  previously 
sent  out  had  ceased  to  be  a  charge  upon  the  agency,  and  he  was  inlbrmed  that  he  would  have  little  to  do 
but  to  take  care  ni  th(>  public  imiperty. 

Dr.  l^mdall  di.'d  in  Ai.ril,  1829,  and  Dr.  Joseph  Mechlin,  who  had  gone  out  as  assistant  agent  suc- 
ceeded luin  as  principal.  In  March,  1830,  he  received  from  Florida  ninety-one  liberated  Africans  sent  out 
by  the  guveninient.  ' 

The  accounts  of  Dr.  Mechlin  are  those  now  under  consideration.  I  have  entered  into  the  foree-oino- 
detail  for  the  jjurpose  of  showing  what  principles  have  been  adopted  and  acted  upon  heretofore  by  those 
in  the  administration  of  the  government,  relative  to  the  affairs  of  this  agency.  Whatever  the  "-overnment 
itself  can  lawfully  send  out  for  the  use  of  the  recaptured  Africans,  the  agent  may  lawfully  p^urchase  for 
their  use  in  case  of  necessity.  Accordingly,  in  the  accounts  of  the  various  agents  heretofore  settled 
charges  have  been  allowed  for  tlie  purchase  of,  perhaps,  every  species  of  article  which  has  been  shipped 
from  the  United  States  fur  the  use  of  the  establishment.  From  a  comparis(m  of  Dr.  Mechlin's  vouchers 
with  those  passed  to  the  ci.  ,lit  -I  liis  predecessors,  there  is,  I  believe,  not  one  without  precedent  to  sup- 
port it,  so  far  as  itregards  I  he  prninp/,;  of  the  claim.  Indeed,  it  would,  perhaps,  be  difScult  to  imagine 
an  expenditure  incident  to  the  business  of  human  life,  which  is  not  in  prhiciple  embraced  in  the  settle- 
ments heretofore  made  of  the  accounts  of  the  agents  for  the  reception  of  liberated  Africans  at  Liberia. 

Nothing  is  more  evident  to  my  mind  than  the  proposition  that  a  large  portion  of  these  expenditures 
is  not  justilied  by  the  language  or  object  of  the  act  of  1819.  Yet  a  difi'erent  construction  has  been  put 
upon  that  act  by  the  government  itself;  that  construction  has  prevailed  through  a  series  of  years-  it  has 
governed  the  settlement  of  all  the  agents'  accounts.  Mr.  Mechlin  was  appointed  agent  with  the  same 
powers  as  his  predecessors;  he  expected,  and  had  a  right  to  expect,  that  his  accounts  would  be  settled 
upon  the  same  principles;  indeed,  a  large  portion  of  his  payments  is  for  services  rendered  under  their 
management.  If  the  message  of  the  President,  the  instructions  given  to  the  agents,  and  the  precedents 
set  in  the  settlement  of  their  accounts,  are  not  law,  it  could  not  be  otherwise  than  that  the  agent  should 
consider  them  a  sure  guide  in  his  official  acts,  and  fully  explanatory  of  the  meaning  of  the  law  as  under- 
stood by  his  superiors.  To  apply  another  construction  and  new  rules  to  the  settlement  of  his  accounts 
and  make  them  operate  retrospectively,  would  certainly  be  a  great  hardship,  if  not  unjust.  ' 

It  seems  to  me  right  and  proper  that  his  accounts  should  now  be  adjusted  upon  the  principles  here- 
tofore settled  by  the  instructions  and  acts  of  the  government;  and  that,  for  his  future  guidance  a  new 
set  of  instructions  be  given,  conformable  to  the  opinion  entertained  by  the  present  Executive. 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  whole  business  of  this  agency  requires  remodeling-.  Its  expenses  far 
exceed  those  of  such  an  establishment  as  would  be  fully  competent  to  all  the  objects  embraced  in  the  acts 
of  Congress. 

The  whole  number  of  negroes  transported  to  Africa  by  the  government  since  the  passao-e  of  the  act 
of  1819,  is,  according  to  the  best  information  I  can  collect,  less  than  260.  The  appropriattons  for  their 
support  in  the  United  States,  transportation  to  Africa,  and  superintendence  there,  have  amounted  to 
$264,710.  Every  liberated  negro  has,  therefore,  cost  the  United  States  near  one  thoumnd  dollars.  But 
immensely  the  greater  portion  of  this  money  has  been  paid,  not  for  the  direct  support  and  comfort  of  the 
negroes  themselves,  but  for  the  salaries,  compensation,  and  subsistence  of  those  who  have  been  emploj'ed 
to  keep,  provide  for,  superintend,  and  teach  them;  for  buildings,  vessels,  implements  of  industry,  arms 
munitions  of  war,  and  supplies  in  defence.  To  say  nothing  of  the  principles  involved  in  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment building,  arming,  and  maintaining  forts  on  a  distant  continent,  where  there  is  no  naval  station  and 
raising  and  maintaining  an  army,  or  an  armed  force,  in  a  foreign  land,  certainly  such  an  extensive  and 
costly  establishment  is  not  necessaiy  for  the  accomplishment  of  every  object  contemplated  by  the  acts  of 
Congress. 

It  is  not,  however,  my  province  to  recommend  any  measure  of  curtailment  to  the  Navy  Department. 

In  relation  to  the  accounts  of  the  agency,  the  whole  object  of  this  report  maybe  summed  up  in  two  points: 

First.  From  necessity  and  the  justice  of  the  case,  I  think  the  accounts  of  the  present  agent  ought  to 
be  settled  upon  the  same  principles  which  have  been  recognized  and  acted  on  in  the  accounts  of  his 
predecessors. 

Secondly.  I  solicit  for  the  agent  a  new  set  of  instructions,  conformable  to  the  views  entertained  by 
you  of  law  and  policy  in  relation  to  that  agency,  and  so  specific  as  to  obviate  all  future  difEculties  in 
relation  to  the  powers,  duties  and  accounts  of  the  agent. 

If  it  meet  your  approbation,  I  shall  feel  at  liberty  to  proceed  with  the  settlement  of  the  accounts 
until  the  new  instructions  take  effect,  according  to  the  rule  above  suggested. 

On  reference  of  the  case  ta  the  Attorney  General,  as  now  presented,  I  am  confident  that  he  would  be 
of  opinion  that  this  course  is  admissible  and  just,  whatever  he  might  think  of  the  powers  granted  by  the 
law  of  1819,  if  the  question  were  one  of  first  impression. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  AMOS  KENDALL. 

John  Branch,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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Statement  showing  the  number,  name,  state,  and  condition  of  the  vessels-of-war  belonging  to  the  United  States 
now  in  ordinary;  the  statiori  at  which  each  is  placed;  the  amount  estimated  for  the  thorough  repair  of 
each,  including  stores  of  every  description,  luith  the  exception  of  extra  spare  stores  and  provisions;  and 
the  time  requisite  for  effecting  such  repairs. 

AT    BOSTON. 

The  number  of  ships  in  ordinary  at  this  yard  is  three,  viz:  Constitution,  frigate  of  the  first  class; 
Independence,  ship  of  the  line;  and  Columbus,  ship  of  the  line. 
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Constitution. — The  frame  of  this  ship  is  sound.  She  requires  new  plank  from  the  lower 
edge  of  the  wales  to  the  rail;  new  berth,  orlop,  and  spar  decks;  new  ceiling  in  the  hold; 
channels  and  galleries  new;  to  be  newly  coppered  and  caulked,  and  some  repairs  in 
the  diflerent  departments.  Time  necessary  to  effect  the  repair,  120  days.  Cost,  exclu- 
sive of  stores,  as  above $128,081  05 

Independence. — The  frame  of  this  ship  is  sound.  She  requires  to  be  planked  anew  from  the 
lower  edge  of  the  wales  to  the  rail;  new  ceiling,. new  decks,  and  magazine;  platforms, 
new  head  and  cutwater;  stern  new  planked;  and  to  be  caulked  and  newly  coppei'ed. 
Some  repairs,  also,  in  the  several  departments.  Time  necessary  to  effect  the  repairs, 
200  days.     Cost 226,706  77 

Columbus. — The  frame  of  this  ship  is  generally  sound.  Her  wales  require  to  be  partly 
renewed,  her  decks  and  sides  to  be  caulked,  and  her  bottom  and  copper  repaired,  with 
other  slight  repairs  in  the  hull.     Time  necessary  to  effect  the  repairs,  80  days.     Cost..     101,141   67 

AT    NEW    YORK. 

The  ships  in  ordinary  at  this  yard  are  five,  viz:  Ohio,  Franklin,  and  Washington,  of  the 

line;  United  States,  frigate  of  the  first  class,  and  sloop  Falmouth. 

Ohio. — The  outside  plaiik  from  tlie  water  to  the  rail,  part 'of  the  ceiling,  clamps,  and  waist, 
un  the  jiiwrr  and  \i\>\r,n-  -'1111  and  spar  decks,  is  decayed;,  deck  fi-ames  are  good,  but 
soiiii'  kiKMs  rc(iuir^'  t"  Im-  removed,  to  replace  the  decayed  clamps  and  waist  plank;  the  • 

copiu  r,  wliirh  lias  1 n  taken  (jlT  from  light  water,  requires  to  be  replaced;  bulkheads 

of  the  winu'  pa^saLiis  ami  wtore  rooms  to  be  put  up;  magazines,  light,  and  bread  rooms 
are  to  build,  'i'ln-  ma^is  and  spars,  boats  and  gun  carriages,  are  :ieariy  all  yet  to  make. 
This  is  a  mw  siiip  thai  has  never  been  fitted  out.  Time  requisite  to  repair  and  fit  her 
for  sea,  200  days.     Cost 171,072  69 

United  States. — In  this  sliip,  tlie  wales,  three  streaks  of  the  waist,  the 'ceiling  in  the  spirit 
room,  and  under  the  magazine  and  filling  room,  the  after  orlop,  and  part  of  the  fore, 
with  the  ceiling  under  it,  must  be  renewed;  the  store  rooms  and  ma;-  z'ne  must  be 
rebuilt;  copper  repaired;  the  main  and  foremasts,  and  several  smaller  spars  must  be 
replaced  by  new  ones;  four  new  boats  are  required,  and  the  gun  carriages  to  be  i-epaired. 
Time  requisite  to  effect  repairs,  70  days.     Cost 82, 164  49 

Franklin. — The  outside  plank  from  the  water  to  the  rail,  the  channels  and  rails,  part  of  the 
keelson  and  mast  steps,  all  the  ceiling  below  the  orlop,  part  of  the  clamps  of  all  the 
decks,  the  spirketting  and  waist  of  the  upper  gun  deck,  the  waist  above  the  spar  deck, 
the  sides  and  breast  hooks  in  the  hold,  part  of  the  waterways,  and  thick  work  upon  them, 
all  the  plank  of  the  spar  deck,  and  part  of  the  other  decks,  the  plank  and  beams  of  the 
magazine,  iilatloini,  a  lew  of  the  deck  knees  and  beams,  and  that  portion  of  the  frame 
timber  which  is  of  whin'  oak  and  mahogany,  are  all  in  bad  condition,  and  require  to  be 
replaced  with  new;  the  bottoni  requires  caulking  and  coppering  anew;  the  joiners' 
work  requires  to  ]><■  n.aily  al!  new,  and  a  new  set  of  masts  and  spars;  five  new  boats 
are  required,  and  thv  othois  irpaired;  gun  carriages  on  the  spar  and  main  decks  must 
be  new,  and  the  residue  require  slight  repairs.  Time  required  to  effect  the  repairs, 
200  days.     Cost,  exclusive  of  stores 192,185  16 

Washington. — The  state  and  condition  of  this  ship  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  Franklin,  nearly 

throughout.     Time  requisite  to  effect  her  repair,  200  days.     Cost,  exclusive  of  stores. .     186,054  94 

Falmouth. — This  ship  is  generall}'  in  good  condition,  and  requires  but  slight  repairs  in  the 
hull,  masts  and  spars,  boats,  &c.  The  copper  on  the  bottom  is  much  worn,  and  requires 
to  be  renewed.  She  also  requires  caulking  throughout.  Time  requisite  to  effect  her 
repair,  20  days.     Cost,  exclusive  of  stores 29,401  81 

AT    PHILADELPHIA. 

There  is  but  one  ship  in  ordinary  at  this  yard. 
Cyane,  corvette. — The  knight-heads  and  hawse  pieces,  the  bow  or  forward  cant  timbers, 
the  two  lower  breast  hooks,  the  keelson  knee,  and  the  hooks  which  secure  the  heels  of 
the  after  cants,  arc  quite  rotten.  A  part  of  the  after  cants,  the  upper  transoms,  the 
corner  counter  tinibeis.  and  a  pait  of  the  midship  ones,  are  defective.  The  ceiling  plank 
in  the  hold,  particnkiri\  forward  and  aft,  the  forward  pieces  of  waterways  on  the  gun 
deck,  and  much  of  the  jilank  lictween  the  ports,  are  defective;  as  al^o  the  waterways 
and  battery  plank  of  the  spar  deck,  and  the  plank  of  the  gun,  berth,  and  orlop  decks. 
On  the  outside,  the  principal  part  of  the  wales,  strings,  and  plank,  between  the  ports 
and  the  ho(.)ding  ends,  from  the  water  upwards,  are  more  or  less  rotten.  With  some 
exceptions  the  tVaine  of  this  ship  is  sound;  as  are  also  the  clamps,  beams,  knees,  and 
leilu's  ..f  tlie  spar  and  -un  deek.  In  the  berth  deck,  two  or  three  beams  are  defective, 
otherwise  the  irani.'  ■  f  this  d(  ck  is  sound;  SO,  also,  is  the  orlop  deck  and  keelson.  The 
plaiik  on  the  bottom  ajipears  to  be  good.  Time  requisite  to  effect  the  repairs,  not 
returned.     Cost,  exclusive  of  stores 71 ,  103  61 

AT    WASHIXGTOX. 

Potomac. — Frigate  of  the  first  class:  is  the  only  ship  in  ordinary  at  this  yard.  This  ship  has 
never  been  fitted  out,  and  is  in  good  condition;  the  masts  and  spars,  and  boats,  are 
nearly  finished.  The  former  require  slight  repairs.  Per  letter  of  Commodore  Hull,  of 
29th  June,  1830,  the  time  requisite  to  fit  out  this  ship  is  90  days.  Cost,  exclusive  of 
stores 70,349  66 

AT    GOSPORT. 

The  ships  in  ordinary  at  this  yard  are  in  number  six,  viz:  John  Adams,  Macedonian, 
Delaware,  North  Carolina,  Congress  and  Warren. 
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John  Adorns. —'V\\\^  sliip  has  l)cen  rebuilt,  is  just  launched,  and  can  be  completed  in  a  few 

days.     Cost  ol"  comiileliii--  lirr.  exclusive  of  stores §33  057   44 

Macedonian. — The  wh  il;-  <4  (liis  siiin,  except  her  lower  futtocks  ami  ll.,(,rs,  urv  in  a  state 
of  decay,  ami  rcqnin's  id  he  rdiuill.  Time  required  to  perforin  the  work,  not  rciunted. 
Cost,  exclusive  nf  stnivs ' 173,133  00 

Delaware.— \n  this  ship,  smnr  n|'  th.'  beams,  deck  planks,  clamps,  waterways,  and  spirketting- 
on  all  llie  ilcelvs.  aiv  ili^li'iiiv..  in  spots.  Some  defects  are  also  discovered  in  the  ceilings 
and  till'  h.wer  aiior  diag-.nial  riders.  Before  the  condition  of  the  bottom  can  be  stated' 
the  ship  must  be  hove  down.  Time  requisite  to  effect  the  repairs,  60  days?  Cost,  exclu- 
sive of  stores. ' 103,892  00 

North  Carolina. — In  this  ship,  inside,  on  tlie  spar  and  orlop  decks,  a  few  beams  are  decayed; 
and  on  all  the  decks  the  elain|is,  waterways  and  spirkettings  are  in  spots  decayed.' 
Outside,  till'  wales  a.nd  cliaiiiiel  wales  are  .e-eiierally  decayed.  Several  streaks  below 
the  wales,  and  eiie  streak  of  tlie  eMuntir  plauk,  are  also  decayed.  New  main  and  mizzen 
channels  are  requisite.  Time  necessary  to  ellect  her  repairs,  120  days.  Cost,  exclusive 
of  stores 149,083  00 

Congress. — In  the  lower  hold,  the  ceiling  is  generally  decayed,  and  about  one-fourth  of  the 
frame  timbers  have  been  discovered  to  be  defective  in  ttie  bilge,  and  the  trenails  are 
generally  decayed.  On  the  bertli  deck,  the  plank  and  waterway's  are  generally  decayed; 
on  the  gun  deck,  the  plank  are  decayed  at  the  butts  and  nail  heads,  and  are  otherwise 
defective;  three  beams  are'  alsn  decayed;  on  the  spar  deck,  considerable  defects  appear, 
as  well  as  decay  in  the  plank  and  waterways.  Outside,  the  plank  from  the  rail  to  the 
water  is  very  much  decayed,  and  the  timbers  cut  with  auger  holes,  and  shivered  with 
fastenings.  To  haul  this  ship  up,  and  give  her  a  thorough  repair,  the  time  requisite, 
one  year.     Cost 148,247  00 

Warren. — In  this  ship,  the  dry  rot  has  attacked  the  battery  plank  inside  and  outside,  as  well 
as  some  of  the  timbers.  The  wales  and  berth  deck  clamps,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
dry  rot,  are  also  decayed.  The  copper  is  defective  at  the  water's  edge,  and  it  is  sup- 
posed that  she  will  require  new  copper  and  caulking  all  over.  Time  requisite  to  effect 
her  repair,  yiot  returned.     Cost,  exclusive  of  stores 52,239  00 

RECEIVING  VESSELS. 

At  Philadelphia,  the  Sea  Gull;  Baltimore,  the  Fox.  For  the  amount  of  repairs  required  on 
these  vessels,  to  suit  them  for  the  service  in  which  they  are  employed,  provision  has 
been  made  in  the  general  estimate,  of  $200  each,  say 400  00 
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Statement  showing  the  number  of  vessels  now  on  the  stocks,  their  state  of  preservation,  the  yards  ivhere  stationed, 
and  the  time  and  exjjense  necessary  to  prepare  them  for  launching. 

PORTSMOUTH. 

There  are  at  this  j^ard,  on  the  stocks,  two  ships,  the  Alabama,  ship  of  the  line,  and  Santee,  frigate  of 
the  first  class;  they  are  both  under  houses,  and  iu  a  good  state  of  preservation. 
The  Alabama  can  be  prepared  for  launching  in  ninety  days,  at  the  probable  expense  for  labor 

and  materials,  exclusive  of  joiners'  work,  of §38,320  60 

Santee. — Can  be   prepared  for   launching  in   seventy  days,   at  an  expense  for   labor   and 

materials  (exclusive  of  joiners'  work) 29,341  42 

BOSTON. 

There  are  three  ships  on  the  stocks  at  this  yard,  viz:  the  Vermont  and  Virginia,  ships  of 
the  line,  and  Cumberland,  frigate  of  the  first  class.  They  are  all  in  a  good  state  of  preserva- 
tion; the  time  and  expense  necessary  to  prepare  them  ior  launching  will  be,  for  the 

Vermont,  ninety  days,  at  an  expense  of 48, 726  00 

Virginia,  ninety  days,  at  an  expense  of 54 ,  334   00 

Cumberland,  ninety  days,  at  an  expense  of 49,565  00 

KEW  YORK. 

On  the  stocks  at  this  yard  are  the  Sabine  and  Savannah,  frigates  of  the  first  class,  both  under 
houses;  the  former  is  in  a  fine  state  of  preservation,  and  could  be  launched  in  sixty 
days,  at  an  expense  of 46,357   00 

The  frigate  Savannah  is  in  a  good  state  generally,  but  from  exposure  to  the  weather  previ- 
ous to  the  house  being  built,  and  from  having  been  caulked,  some  parts  were  injured; 
she  is  now  protected  from  further  decay  by  a  tight  covering,  and  could  be  launched  in 
one  hundred  and  twenty  days,  at  an  expense  of 46,435  00 

PHILADELPHIA. 

At  this  yard  there  are  two  ships  on  the  stocks,  viz:  the  ship  of  the  line  Pennsylvania,  and 
the  frigate  Barilan.     The  timbers,   plank,   beams,   knees,   &c.,  of    both    ships   appear 
as  sound  as  when  first  put  together,  and  both  are  in  a  good  state  of  preservation;  it         ^   _^ 
will  require  to  prepare  the  Pennsylvania,  six  months,  at  an  expense  of 33,  .o4   00 

It  will  require  to  prepare  the  Raritan  for  launching  three  months,  at  an  expense  of 15,500  00 
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WASHINGTON. 

The  frigate  Columbia  is  the  only  ship  on  the  stocks  at  this  yard;  she  is  in  a  good  state  of 
preservation,  is  protected  under  a  ship  house,  and  can  be  prepared  for  launching  in 
sixty  days,  at  an  expense  of $42,516  49 

NORFOLK. 

At  this  yard  the  line  of  battle  ship  New  York  and  the  frigate  Si.  Laicrmcc  are  on  the  stocks: 
these  ships  are  under  permanent  houses,  but,  on  oxainiiiatinii,  ihc  former  is  found  to 
be  decayed  in  her  keel,  deadwood,  and  keelson,  and  the  insidi^  iihmks  of  the  bilge  are 
decayed  in  many  places,  principally  amidships.  It  wnnld  nqniir  )iinety  days  to  com- 
plete this  ship,  at  an  expense,  exclusive  of  the  materials  on  hand,  of 31,175  00 

The  St.  Lawrence  is  in  a  good  state  of  preservation:  some  partial  defects  have  been  dis- 
covered in  her  keelson  in  boring;  her  stems  and  one  of  her  gun  deck  beams  is  decaj-ed. 
The  ship  could  be  completed  in  four  months,  at  an  expense,  exclusive  of  materials  on 
hand,  of 40 ,  085  24 


The  means  which  have  been  emploijed  on  each  vessel  in  ordinary  to  protect  them  from  further  decay,  and  the 
time  supposed  to  be  required  for  completing  the  protecting  measures. 


Boston.— The  wh(.>lc  of  tlic  ik 
the  roofs  of  the  Columbus  mnl  Im 
side  hurdles  of  the  latter  ship  arc 
this.  Two-thirds  of  the  hui-dles  v 
her  covering  will  probably  be  co 
iron,  have  been  pr(jcured  for  cover 


cssary  materials  have  been  procured  at  this  yard,  and  the  frames  of 
IMinliiiii',  ships  of  the  line,  ai-e  in  their  places.  Half  of  the  roof  and 
II  ihcir  |ila(i's,  and  the  covering  of  this  ship  is  probably  completed  ere 
the  ruul'  and  half  the  side  hurdles  for  the  Columbus  are  made,  and 
ipleted  by  the  25th  current.  The  whole  of  the  materials,  except  the 
ig  the  Constitution;  the  roof  rafters  are  half  framed,  and  the  covering 
will  be  completed  by  the  5th  of  December. 

New  York: — The  materials  for  covering  the  sliip  of  the  line  Ohio  and  the  frigate  United  States  are 
now  delivering,  and  their  coverings  will  be  completed  in  the  coming  month. 

Pldladelphia. — The  only  means  which  have  been  taken  towards  the  preservation  of  the  Cyane  have 
been  to  keep  lier  upper  hatchways  closed,  to  prevent  the  rain,  &c.,  &c.,  getting  into  the  ship,  and  occa- 
sionally giving  the  outside  a  coat  of  cheap  paint. 

Wa.^hinijton. — Tiie  frigate  Potomac  has  not  yet  been  covered;  the  materials  for  this  work  have  been 
purchased,  but,  owing  to  the  delay  of  the  contractor  in  delivering  timber,  nothing  has  yet  been  done 
towards  putting  the  roof  on  this  ship.  The  commandant  of  the  yard,  however,  remarks  that  the  ship  has 
sustained  no  damage  at  all  for  want  of  this  covering,  her  decks  and  sides  having  been  covered  with  a 
good  coat  of  varnish  and  paint,  and  she  is  now  receiving  a  coat  of  varnish  for  the  winter.  As  soon  as 
the  timber  is  furnished  her  covering  will  be  commenced. 

Norfolk. — But  little  progress  has  been  made  at  this  yard  in  pursuance  of  the  orders  for  building 
coverings  over  the  ships  in  ordinary,  owing  entirely  to  the  want  of  wood  materials.  A  sufficient  quantity, 
however,  has  now  been  received,  so  as  to  proceed  with  advantage.  The  roof  of  the  Delaware  is  framed, 
and  the  whole  of  her  covering  can  be  completed  in  four  or  five  weeks.  The  other  ships  can  be  covered 
in  about  six  or  eight  weeks. 


F,  No.  4. 
Table  showing  the  amount  of  stores  on  hand  at  the  respective  navy  yards,  per  survey  of  182! 


Ports'th.N.H. 

Boston. 

New  York. 

Philadelphia. 

Washington. 

Norfolk. 

$290,926  00 
46,610  34 
36,171  65 
8,459  22 

$399,133  404 

$575,032  68 
21,564  08 
811,523  83 
16,334  20 
11,166  17 

$299,117  80 

21,728  05 

87,310  85 

23,397  06 

170  25 

$437,241  49 

15,487  84^ 

194,726  85i 

38,218  83 

156  25^ 

$253,927  99 

SIOO    3 

Ke  Tirs 

347,127  58^ 

146,954  73 

12,565  60 

986  43J 

232,006  86 
85,550  44^ 

8,448  56 
12,867  75 

Improvemen 

$382,167  21 

$906,767  75i 

$1,435,620  96 

$431,724  01 

$635,831  27i 

$598,609  75^ 

RECAPITULATION. 

$382,167  21 
906,767  75- 
1,435,620  96 
431,724  01 
685,831  27 
598,609  75 

New  York 

Norfolk 

$4,440,720  96, 
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On  an 
tenant  Km- 
the  full  tic 
cotton  for 
good  indig 
healthy  in 


o  blue, 
a  cli 


G,   No.  1. 

h-tract  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Elliott  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated 

Pensacola,  August  23,  1830. 
liiiialiou^  of  that  part  of  the  report  of  Master  Commandant  McCall,  of  this  ship,  and  of  Lieu- 
(.r  tlir  Erie,  you  will  perceive  that  the  experimental  sails,  manufactured  of  cotton,  are  in 
succLvs.stul  operation;  and  I  will  hore  tak<>  occasion  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  having 
anng  apparel  of  the  seamen  maiinfariur.Ml  ,,r  the  same  materials,  twilled,  and  dyed  of  a 
for  shirts,  trowsers,  and  jackets.  Tins  .amiot  tail  to  be  acceptable  to  them,  and  equally 
ate  which  requires  abetter  absorbent  maicrial  than  linen. 


G,   No.  2. 

August  23,  1830. 
_  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  this  ship  has  been  now  in  commission  twelve  months,  during 
which  time  she  has  been  kept  almost  constantly  at  sea,  and  her  sails,  which  are  composed  of  cotton  can- 
vass, have  been  in  constant  use  during  that  time,  having  stood  the  test  of  the  north  winds  on  the  coast  of 
Mexico,  during  the  last  Avinter,  which  are  very  severe,  and  often  very  violent;  and  during  the  rainy 
summer  months,  the  squalls  are  frequently  severe,  but  of  short  duration.  They  are,  in  a  trilling  manner, 
mildewed,  and  a  little  chafed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  R.  McCALL. 
To  Com.  Jesse  D.  Elliott,  commanding  the  United  States 

Wed  India  squadron,  West  Indies,  Gxdf  of  Mexico. 


G,   No.  3. 
Extract  of  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Boerum  to  Commodore  Elliott,  dated — 

August  23,  1830. 
With  regard  to  our  cotton  sails,  I  have  to  inform  you,  sir,  that  I  am  much  pleased  with  them;  and, 
so  far  as  my  experience  may  avail,  I  think  they  will  stand  every  test.     We  found  as  little  difficulty  in 
managing  them  in  heavy  wet  weather  as  the  other  sails;  and  that  they  hold  wind  better,  nobody  will  deny. 


H. 

List  of  deaths  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  since  December  1,  1829. 


Name  and  rank. 


MASTERS  COMMAXDAXT. 


Otho  Norris  .... 
Robert  M.  Rose . 


September  10,  1829. 
August        27,  1830. 


LIEUTEXAXTS. 

Henry  P.  Scott February    1 6,  1830 . 

Paniel  H.  Mackey September  10,  1829. 

Jesse  Suiitli do 

John  L.  Thomas 

John  Hamilton 

Alexander  M.  Mull I  July  19,  1830. 

William  T.  Temple \  June  23,  1830. 

Cary  H.  Hansford September    3,  1830. 

Jona.  W.  Sherburne November  20,  1830. 


September  10,  1829. 
August        20,  1830. 


William  Birchmore 
Henry  W.  Bassett . 


ASSISTANT    SURGEONS. 

William  Seal December   18,  1 829 . 

John  F.  Whitehill '  September  10,  1829. 

Jacob  Jimeson July  30,  1830 . 


Isaac  Garretson. . 
Robert  Pottenger. 


January      31,  1830. 
September  10,  1829. 


Lost  in  the  Hornet. 
Enlargement    brain. 


Lost  in  the  Hornet, 
do 
do 


Lost  in  the  Hornet. 
Killed  in  a  duel. . . 


Lost  in  the  Hornet. , 
Brain  fever 


Lost  in  the  Hornet. , 


Off  Tampico. 
Pensacola. 


Baltimore. 
Off  Tampico. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
New  York. 
At  sea. 
Pensacola. 
Baltimore. 


Off  Tampico. 
Rio  Janeiro. 


Philadelphia. 
Off  Tampico. 
Mahon. 
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n.- 

-List  of  deaths  in  the  n 

wy — Continued. 

Name  and  rank. 

Date. 

Cause. 

Place. 

PASSED    JIIDSHIPJIAN. 

Edward  Scliermerhorn 

JIIDSHIPMEX. 

n.  J.  Gaedicke 

September  10,  1829.. 

Lost  in  the  Hornet . . . 

Off  Tampico. 

December    15,  1829.. 
Jmuarv         3    1830.  . 

Consumption 

Cholera 

Portsmouth. 

Valparaiso. 

Off  Tampico. 

do. 

Gust.  R.  A.  Brooke 

Charles  A  Caunell                       

September  10,  1829.. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
June             22,1830.. 
August        28,  1830.. 
August          8,  1880.. 
September  14,  1830.. 

May               2    1830.. 

Lost  in  the  Hornet. . , 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Yellow  fever 

do 
Consumption 

James  N  Forsyth              

do. 

Edwin  Laub  .            

do. 

Riche  R    Swift 

do. 

do. 

Samuel  S  Washin'^ton 

do. 

Nelsou  R.  Baker.  T 

At  sea. 
Pensacola. 

Wm  N   Peters 

Vi,,i^ia  springs. 

SAILIXGMASTER. 

Frlwnrfl  "B'lrrv 

Washington. 

BO.VTSWAIN. 

Simon  Jordan                 

June             10,1830.. 
Sep'ember  10,  1829.. 
June            13,  1830. . 

Consumption 

Lost  in  the  Hornet .  . . 

New  York. 

GUNNER. 

Off  Tampico. 
Norfolk 

MARINE    OFFICER. 

Colonel  William  Anderson 

Nayy  Depaktmext,  December  1,  18i 


I. 

List  of  dismissions  frovi  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  since  December  1,  1829. 

MASTER  COMMAXDAXT. 
Name  and  rank.  Date  of  di 

John  N.  Clack November 

LIEUTEXAXTS. 

Edmund  Byrne March 

Hampton  Westcott March 

Charles  Ellery November 

PURSER. 

William  P.  Zantzinger March 

PASSED     MIDSHIPMEN. 

Charles  H.  Duryce March 

Alexander  Gibson April 

MIDSHIPMEX. 

Benjamin  S.  .Slye March 

Charles  G.   Hunter March 

Edmund  Burke June 

Peter  Johnson July 

BOATSWAIN. 

Edward  Ingram June 

CARPENTER. 

George  Peale June 

MARINE   OFFICER. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Richard  Smith February 

Navy  Department,  December  1,  1830. 


31,  1830. 
31,  1830. 
24,  1830. 


31,  1830. 
14,  1830. 


13,  1830. 
31,  1830. 
n,  1830. 
26,  1830. 


12,  1830. 
16,  1830. 
23,  1830. 
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K. 

Lid  of  resignations  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  since  December  1,  1829. 

PURSERS. 
Name  and  rank.  Date  of  resignation. 

Gwin   Han-is Rcptember  29,  1830. 

John  H.  Can- Septeiiibur  30,  1830. 

CIIAPI.AIX. 

Greenbiuy  W.    Riaycly September  2,  1830. 

MARINE   OFFICERS. 

Captain  Ricliard  T.  Anchinnty April  1,  1830. 

Lieutenant  Cunstantiue  Sniitli,  (transferred  to  the  army) November  20,  1830. 

MIDSHIPMEN. 

Wm.  C.  G.  Carrino-ton Deccm1)cr  10,  1829. 

AVin.    11.   ];.  Ii:ilsl,Ml December  10.1829. 

Airliilial.l   M.'i.lean January  19,  1830. 

i;,iiM.i-t  H.   Culliuiui January  21,  1830. 

Alexander  U.  Edwards February  2,  1830. 

Daniel   L.   Kandolpli February  6,  1830. 

Lawson  C.   Love February  17,  1830. 

Henry  H.   Walters March  16,  1830. 

Thomas  J.  Harris March  27,  1830. 

James  Heri.it March  20,  1830. 

Edward   ILiban April  13,  1830. 

A.  H.  Coleman May  10,  1830. 

Henry  D.   Maxwell May  13,  1830. 

Ezekiel  Multord June  7,  1830. 

Thomas  Sands Juno  17,  1830. 

Ezra   Read June  28,  1830. 

Sanford    A.  Street Tuly  7,  1830. 

Jefferson  Nailer Jufy  8,  1830. 

Charles  H.  Roy September  25,  1830. 

Paul  H.  Trapie'r September  28,  1830. 

SAILMAKER. 

William  Mitchell February  17,  1830. 

Navy  Department,   December  1,  1830. 


L. 

General  Estimate. — There  will  be  required  for  the  support  of  the  navy,  during^  the  year  1831,  the  sura 
of  $2,649,397.29,  in  addition  to  the  unexpended  balances  that  may  remain  on  hand  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1831: 

For  pay  and  subsistance  of  the  officers  of  the  navy,  and  pay  of  seamen $1,278,694  03 

For  pay  of   superintendents,  naval  constructors,  and  all  the  civil  establishment  of  the 

several  navy  yards  and  stations 57,680  00 

For  provisions 173,463  00 

For  repairs  of  vessels  in  ordinary,  and  -the  wear  and  tear  of  vessels  in  commission 615,419  50 

For  medicines,  surgical  instruments,  hospital  stores,  and  other  expenses  on  account  of 

the  sick 25 ,  000  00 

For  improvement  of  navy  yards,  and  for  necessary  repairs  during-  the  year 244, 140  76 

For  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores.  Under  this  head  there  will  be  no  appropriation 
required,  as  there  will  be  a  balance  on  hand  on  the  1st  January,  1831,  sufScieut  to 
meet  the  demands  of  the  year. 
For  defraying  expenses  that  may  accrue  during  the  year  1831  for  the  following  pur- 
poses, viz: 
For  freight  and  transportation  of  materials  and  stores  of  every  description;  for  wharfage 
and  dockage,  storage  and  rent;  traveling  expenses  of  officers,  and  transportation  of 
seamen ;  house  rent,  chamber  money,  and  fuel  and  candles  to  officers,  other  than  those 
attached  to  navy  yards  and  stations,  and  for  officers  in  sick  quarters  where  there  is 
no  hospital,  and  for  funeral  expenses;  for  commissions,  clerk  hire,  and  office  rent, 
stationery  and  fuel,  to  navy  agents;  for  premiums  and  incidental  expenses  of  recruit- 
ing; for  apprehending  deserters;  for  compensation  to  judge  advocates;  for  per  diem  . 
allowances  for  persons  attending  courts-martial  and  courts  of  inquiry,  and  for  officers 
engaged  in  extra  service  beyond  the  limits  of  their  stations;  for  printing  and  station- 
ery of  every  description,  and  for  books,  maps,  charts,  and  mathematical  and  nautical 
instruments,  chronometers,  models,  and  drawings;  for  purchase  and  repair  of  steam 
and  fire  engines,  and  for  machinery;  for  purchase  and  maintenance  of  oxen  and  horses, 
and  for  carts,  timber  wheels,  and  workmen's  tools  of  every  description;  for  postage  of 
letters  on  public  service;  for  pilotage;  for  cabin  furniture  of  vessels  in  commission, 
and  for  furniture  of  officers'  houses  at  navy  yards;  for  taxes  on  navy  yards  and  public 
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property;  for  assistance  rendered  to  vessels  in  distress;  for  incidental  labor  at  navj' 
yards,  not  applicable  to  any  other  appropriation;  for  coal  and  other  fuel;  for  forges, 
foundries,  and  steam  engines;  for  candles,  oil,  and  fuel  for  vessels  in  commission  and 
in  ordinary;  for  repairs  of  magazines  and  powder  houses;  for  preparing  moulds  for 

ships  to  be  built,  and  for  no  other  object  or  purpose  whatever 

For  contingent  expenses  for  objects  arising  during  the  year  1831,  not  hereinbefore  enu- 
merated   


$250,000  00 


$2,649,397  29 


Estimate  of  the  pay  and  subsisterice  of  all  persons  in  the  navy,  attached  to  vessels  in  commission,  for  the  year 
1831:  part  of  first  item  of  general  estimate. 


Captains 

Masters  commandant .... 
Lieutenants  commandant. 

Lieutenants 

Masters   

Pursers   

Surgeons  of  the  fleet 

Surgeons  

Surgeons'  mates 

Chaplains 

Midshipmen 

Boatswains 

Gunners 

Carpenters  

Sailmakers   

Secretaries 

Schoolmasters 

Clerks 

Boatswains'  mates 

Gunners'  mates 

Carpenters'  mates 

Sailmakers'  mates 

Quartermasters 

Quartergunners 

Yeomen 

Captains'  stewards 

Captains'  cooks 

Coopers  

Armorers •■ . . 

Armorers'  mates 

Masters-at-arms 

Ships'  corporals 

Cooks  

Masters  of  the  baud 

Musicians,  1st  class 

Musicians,  2d  class 

Seamen 

Ordinary  seamen 

Landsmen 

Boys 


11 

11 

5 

22 

10 

11 

1,330 

845 
535 


Fifty- four  passed  midshipmen,  in  addition  to  allowance  as  midshipmen,  viz:  $6  per  month 
and  one  ration  per  day  each $8,815  50 

Fifty-one  midshipmen  who  may  become  entitled  to  be  arranged  as  passed  mid- 
shipmen after  their  examination,  $6  per  month  and  one  ration  per  day  each     8, 325  15 
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Edimate  of  pay  for  offices,   non-commisHioned  officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  and  subsistence  for  the 
officers  of  the  marine  corps,  for  the  year  1831. 

PAY. 

One  lieutenant  colonel  commandant,  at  $15  per  month $900  00 

Four  lieutenant  colonels,  by  brevet,  at  $60  per  month 2,880  00 

One  paymaster,  at  $60  per  month T2o  00 

One  quartermaster,  at  $60  per  month 720  00 

Four  captains,  at  $40  per  month 1,9-20  00 

Twenty-three  first  lieutenants,  at  $30  per  month 8,280  00 

Sixteen  second  lieutenants,  ut  $25  per  month 4,800  00 

One  surg-eon,  at  $60  per  month T20  00 

One  ser.i;-eant  majur,  at  §10  per  mcntli 120  00 

One  quartermaster's  serg-cant,  at  $10  per  inontii 120  00 

One  drum  major,  at  $9  per  month 108  00 

One  fife  major,  at  $9  per  month 1 08  00 

Seventy-one  sergeants,  at  $9  per  month 7 ,  668  00 

Seventy-three  corporals,  at  $8  per  month 7 ,  008  00 

Twenty  drummers,  at  $7  per  month 1,680  00 

Twenty  fifers,  at  $1  per  month ] ,  680  00 

Seven  hundred  and  fifty  privates,  at  $6  per  month 51 ,  000  00 

Extra  pay  to  the  adjutant  and  inspector,  at  $30  per  month 360  00 

Pay  for  five  clerks,  viz:  one  for  the  lieutenant  colonel  commandant,  one  for 
the  paymaster,  one  for  the  adjutant  and  inspector,  and  two  for  the  quar- 
termaster, at  $20  per  month  for  each 1,200  00 

$94,992  00 

SUBSISTENCE. 

One  lieutenant  colonel  commandant,  12  rations  per  Anj,  is  4,380  rations,  at 

20  cents $816  00 

Four  lieutenant  colonels,  by  brevet,  5  rations  per  day,  is  1,300  rations,  at  20 

cents 1,460  00 

One  paymaster,  4  rations  per  day,  is  1,460  rations,  at  20  cents 292  00 

One  quartermaster,  4  rations  per  day,  is  1,460  rations,  at  20  cents 292  00 

Four  captains,  3  rations  per  day,  is  4,380  rations,  at  20  cents 816  00 

Twenty-three  first  lieutenants,  4  rations  per  day,  is  33,580  rations,  at  20  cents.  6,116  00 

Sixteen  second  lieutenants,  3  rations  per  day,  is  11,520  rations,  at  20  cents. .  3,504  00 

One  surgeon,  4  rations  per  day,  is  1,460  rations,  at  25  cents 365  00 

14,381   00 


§109,313  00 


Paysiaster's  Ofeice,  Marine  Corps,  Navy  Department,  October  6,  1830. 

JO.  L.  KUHN,  P.  M.  M.  C. 


Estimate  for  expenditures  in  the  C 


irtment  of  the  United  States  marine  corps,  for  the  year 


SCBSISTEXCI 


r  461    non-commissioned  officers,    mu: 
shore,  at  one  ration  per  day  each,  is 


ians,  privates,    and  washerwomen,    servinc 
i8,265  rations,  at  12  cents  per  ration,  is. .  .  . 


For  938  non-commissioned  oCBcers,  musicians,  and  privates,  at  $30  each. 
For  one  hundred  watch  coats,  at  $6.25  each 


$28,140  00 
625  00 


For  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  n: 
the  public  offices,  hospital,  and  armory.. 


vates,  and  washer 


9,098  00 


CONTINGENCIES. 

For  traveling  expenses  of  officers  and  transportation  of  men;  freight  of  stores  from  one 
station  to  another,  toll,  ferriage,  wharfage  and  cartage;  expenses  of  recruiting;  per 
diem  allowance  for  attending  courts-martial  and  courts  of  inquiry,  and  for  officers  on 
extra  duty;  compensation  to  judge  advocates;  house  rent  and  chamber  money  where 
there  are  no  public  quarters  assigned;  incidental  labor  in  the  Quartermaster's  depart- 
ment; expense  of  burying  deceased  persons  belonging  to  the  marine  corps;  printing 
and  stationery,  postage  on  public  letters,  forage,  expenses  in  pursuing  deserters,  keep- 
ing in  repair  the  barracks  at  the  different  stations,  straw  for  the  men,  barrack  furni- 
ture, spades,  axes,  shovels,  picks  and  carpenter  tools 14,000  00 


IIILITARY  STORES. 


For  the  pay  of  armorers,  keeping  ar 
a  band,  drums,  fifes,  flags,  and  c 
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MEDICINES. 

For  medicines   hospital  stores,  and  surgical  instruments  for  the  officers  and  marines  serv- 
ing on  shore $-2,369   11 

Amount $76,424  51 

Respectfully  submitted,  — ^- 

E.  J.  WEED,  Quartermmter. 
Head-Quakters  of  the  Marine  Corps,  Quartermaster's  Office,  Washington,  October  5,  1830. 

Estimate  of  the  sums  required  for  the  support  of  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navij  for  the  xjear  1831. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy $6,000 

Six  clerks,  per  act  of  20th  April,  1818 $8,200 

One  clerk,  per  act  of  26th  May,  1824 1 ,000 

One  clerk,  per  act  of  2d  March,  1827 1 ,000 

10,200 

Messenger  and  assistant  messenger 1 , 0.50 

Contingent  expenses *3,000 

$20,250 

Estimate  of  the  sums  necessary  to  meet  the  contingent  expenses  for  the  navy  buildings,  and  grounds,  d-c, 
attached  thereto. 

Pay  of  superintendent §250 

Pay  of  two  watchmen 600 

Pav  extra  for  watehing  en  Suii<lays 52 

Expense  of  five  lamps  and  posts  eonii.iete,  and  uil 114 

Pay  of  laborers 252 

Fuel  for  watchmen  during  the  winter 20 

Two  new  lightning  rods,  and  repairing  old  ones 92 

Improving  grounds,  planting  trees,  &c 250 

§1,630 


Estimate  of  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  all  persons  in  the  navy  attached  to  vessels  in  commission  for  the  year 
1831,  conformably  luith  the  jirovisions  of  the  bill  to  reorganize  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  whichpassed 
the  Senate  Ibth  May,  1830. 


Captains 

Masters  commandant., 

Lieutenants 

Sailing-masters 

Pursers 

Surgeons  of  the  fleet. , 

Surgeons 

Surgeons'  mates 

Chaplains 

Boatswains , 

Gunners 

Carpenters 

Sailmakers 


Add  for  petty  officers,  seamen,  ordinary  seai 
estimated  in  paper  xJ 


I  boys, 


$16,000  00 
27,500  00 
94,695  00 
10,487  50 
13,250  00 
8,045  00 
13,308  24 
19,632  00 
2,650  00 
7,900  00 
9,556  25 
7,900  00 
7,900  00 


$238,823  99 
$542,380  75 


•  S2,000  would  have  been  sufficient  for  the  year  1831,  as  f 
1831,  of  $1,000  unexpended,  had  there  not  been  outstanding  c 


will  be  a  balance  of  the  appropriation  for  1830,  on  the  1st  Jam 
3,  contracted  by  the  former  administration,  yet  to  be  adjusted. 


1830.J 
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Estimate  for  the  pay,  rations,  and  all  other  alloicances  of  officers  and  othens,  at  the  nart/  yards  and  stations, 
for  the  year  1831,  conformably  with  the  lorovisions  of  the  hill -passed  the  Senate  May  15,  1830. 


PORTSMOUTH. 


Naval  establishment  . 
Ordinary 


§12,821  50 
3,492  15 
4,400  00 


Naval  establishment  . 

Ordinary  

Hospital 


$15,585   75 
19,178  75 


8,250  00 


NEW  YORK. 

Naval  establishment gl 7   909  qO 

Ordinary 49, 1  (18   75 

Hospital 3,902  50 

Civil 8,250  00 


I'HII.ADELPHI.V. 

Naval  establishment $13,50(5  00 

Ordinary 4,'577  75 

Hospital 4,029  75 

Civil 6, 150  00 


\V..\SHI.\GTOX. 

Naval  establishment §12,777   40 

Ordinary 5,080   75 

Hospital 3,600  00 

Civil 12,  050  00 


Naval  establishn 


Hospil 
Civil . 


§17,500  00 
19,178  75 
3,902  50 
8,880  00 


rEN'S.A.COL.\. 

Naval  establishment $13,249  75 

Ordinary 3,269  50 

Hospital 3, 600  00 

Civil 6, 100  00 

Baltimore  station 

Charleston  station 

Sackett's  Harbor 


Naval  constructor 


20,219  25 
5,739  75 
5,739  75 
1,141  75 

§268,222  00 
3,000  00 


Recapitulation. 


Naval. 

Ordinary. 

Hospital. 

Civil. 

Aggregate. 

§12,821  50 
15,585   75 
17,920  00 
13,506  00 
12,777  50 
17,560  00 
13,249   75 
5,739   75 
5,739  75 
1,141  75 

$3,492  75 
19,178  75 
19,178  75 
4,577  75 
5,686  75 
19,178  75 
3,269  50 

$4,400  00 
8,250  00 
8,250  00 
6,150  00 

12,650  00 
8,880  00 
6,100  00 

$20,714  25 

Boston 

New  York 

Phihuhdi)hia 

Washino-ton 

Norloik'^. 

Pensacola  

§3,902  50 
3,902  50 
4,029   75 
3,600  00 
3,902  50 
3,600  00 

46,917  00 
49,251  25 
28,263  50 
34,714  25 
49,521   25 
26,219  25 
5,739  75 

5,739  75 

Sackett's  Harbor 

Naval  constructor 

1,141  75 

3,000  00 

3,000  00 

$116,041   75 

§74,563  00 

$22,937   25 

$57,680  00 

§271,222  00 
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Estimate  for  officers,  &c.,  required  for  five  receiving  vessels,  under  the  bill  passed  the 

Senate  15tli  May,  1S30 $3t,1T9  25 

Estimate  for  officers,  &c.,  required  for  five  recruiting  stations,  under  the  bill  passed  the 

Senate  15th  May,  1830 26,267  50 

Estimate  for  ordnance  service,  under  the  bill  passed  the  Senate  15th  May,  1830 3,465  00 

Estimate  for  commission  and  warrant  officers  waiting  orders,  under  the  bill  passed  the 

Senate  15th  May,  1830 114,702  09 

Estimate  for  provisions  required  for  the  navv,  under  the  bill  passed  the  Senate  15th  May, 

1830 ". 173,463  00 

Estimate  for  fifty-four  passed  midshipmen,  in  addition  to  allowance  as  midshipmen,  viz: 

§6  per  month  and  one  ration  per  day  each,  under  the  bill  passed  the  Senate  15th 

May,  1830 .' 8,815  50 

Estimate  for  repairs  of  vessels  in  ordinary,  and  for  the  wear  and  tear  t)f  vessels  in  com- 

laissitm 615,419  50 

Estimate  for  medicines  and  surgical  instruments,  &c 25, 000  00 

Estimate  for  rebuilding  the  frigate  Macedonian 121 ,421  91 

Estimate  for  improvements  and  repairs  of  navy  yards 244 ,140  76 

Estimate  for  contingent  enumerated 250, 000  00 

Estimate  for  contingent  not  enumerated 5 ,  000  00 

Grand  total $2,737,901  25 


Estimate  of  the  pay,  rations,  and  all  other  allowances  of  officers  and  others,  at  the  navy  yards  and  stations, 
for  the  year  ISU. 


PORTSMOUTH. 


1 
5 

1 

1 

|i 

3 
1  "" 

li 

la 

6 

1 

CD 

> 
1 

11 

1 1  i 
«  cs  rt 

Yard. 
Captain 

1 
1 
1 
1 

i 

$100 
60 
50 
50 
40 
60 
40 
19 
20 
20 
18 

50 
19 
12 
10 

16 
5 
4 
4 
2 
4 

1 

1 

1 

4 
1 
1 
1 

"$.300 

65 
40 
20 

30 
20 
20 

3 
2 
1 

$3,466  75 
2,010  75 

-     1,292  25 

965  00 

Master 

Purser 

200 
200 

200 

20 
20 
20 

12 
20 
12 

1 
1 

1 

1,141   75 
1,612  25 
1    141   75 

3 

957   75 

Boatswain       

1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
4 
6 

1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 

'.'.'.'.'. 

12 
12 

9 
9 

651  75 

651   75 

307  25 

Ordinary. 

$14,199  00 

$965  00 
319  25 

941  00 

1,267  50 

CicU. 
Storekeeper 

$3,492  75 

$1,200  00 
300  00 

Clerk  to  commandant,  to  do  duty 

500  00 

Clerk  to  yard 

600  00 

1,500  00 

Porter 

25 

300  00 

$4,400  00 

Whole  amount 

$22,091    75 

Note. — House    rent  is  estimated  for  officers  only  in   cases  where  no  liouse  is  furnished    by  the 
governajent. 
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Edimafp  of  jmy  and  rations — Continued. 

BOSTOy. 


S  o 


Captain 

Master  comm 
Lieutenant  . . 
Lieutenant  . . 

Master 

Master 

Surgeon 

Surgeon's    ma 

Purser 

Chaplain  . . . . 
Midshipmen  . 
Boatswain... 

Gunner 

Steward  . . . . 


Captain  . . . 
Lieutenants 
Master.... 


Boi 

Midsiiipmen 

Carpenter 

Carpenter's  mate 

Carpenter's  mates,  as  caulkers 

Boatswain's  mate 

Able  seamen 

Ordinary  seamen 26 


Surgeon  . 
Surgeon's 
Steward  , 
Nurses.., 
Washers  , 
Cook  . . . . 


Hospital. 


Civil. 


Storekeeper  , 

Clerk  to  storekeeper 

Clerk  to  commandant 

Clerk  to    commandant 

Clerk  to  yard 

Master  builder 

Clerk  to  master  builder. . . . 
Inspector  and  measurer  of  tir 
Porter 


Whole  amount. 


§145 
200 


1,110  75 

1,292  25 

965  00 

941   15 

662  50 

1,412  25 

950  15 

1,141   15 

1,141   15 

1,211   00 

141   14 

651   15 

301   25 


$16,663  23 


§1,930  00 
2,895  00 


1,915  50 
422  50 
319  25 
951  15 
319  25 
3,293  50 
5,492  50 


$18 

630 

25 

§1 

612 

25 

950 

15 

301 

25 

422 

50 

314 

50 

235 

25 

$3 

,902 

50 

SI 

,100 

00 

500 

00 

150 

00 

480 

00 

900 

00 

2 

,300 

00 

420 

00 

900 

00 

300 

00 

$8 

,250 

00 

$41 

,446 

00 

Yard. 


Captain 

Master  commandant  . 

Lieutenant 

Lieutenant 

Master 

Master 

Surgeon  

Surgeon's  mate 


} 

$100 
60 
50 
50 
40 
40 
60 
30 

16 
5 
4 
4 
2 
2 
4 
2 

$300 
200 

65 
40 
20 

30 
20 
20 

3 

1 

200 

20 

12 

1 

200 
145 

20 
16 

20 
14 

1 

1 

$3,466  15 
2,010  15 
1,492  25 

965  00 
1,141  15 

662  50 
1,612  25 

950  15 
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Estimate  of  pay  aj^d  rafioiis — Continued. 


1 

1  ^ 

o 

73     5 

i 

^  i 

o    ^ 
O 

> 

1 

11 

•I  M 
1^1 

Purser          

$40 
40 
40 
40 
19 
20 
20 
18 

100 
50 
40 
20 
19 
20 
19 
19 
19 
12 
10 

.60 
30 
18 
10 
8 
12 

2 
2 
1 
2 
2 
1 

8 
4 

2 

$200 
250 
90 

20 
12 
12 

12 
9 
9 

1 

$1,141  15 

Chaplain 

1,141  75 

Teacher  of  matlienmtics 

981  75 
662  50 



1,277  00 

90 
90 

12 

12 

9 
9 

741    75 

741  75 

Stewird 

307  25 

Ordinary. 
Captain 

1 

3 
1 
1 
6 

$19,297  50 

$1,930  00 
2,895  00 

662  50 

422  50 

Alidshipmen             

1 

1 

1,915  50 

1 

1   ■  ■  ■ 

422  50 

1 
3 

1 
1 
1 

2 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

319  25 

Carpenter's  mates,  as  caulkers  . 

957  75 

1 
1 
1 

4 

1 
1 

319  25 



3,293  50 

Ordinary  seamen ,.  .  .  . 

200 
245  ' 

20 
16 

20 
14 

5,492  50 

Hospital 

1 

..... 

$18,630  25 

$1,612  25 

950  75 

Steward 

3U7  ''5 

Nurs°s     

1 

422  50 

Washers           

! 

374  50 

Cook 

1 

235  25 

.... 

Civil. 

$3,902  50 

$1,700  00 

j 

500  00 

900  00 

40 

480  00 

750  00 

j 

2,300  00 

Clerk  to  builder 

....  j.   ... 

420  00 

Inspector  and  nieas.  of  timber. . 

900  00 

25 

300  00 

$8,250  00 

$50,080  25 

I 

PHILADELPHIA. 


Yard. 

Captain 

Master  commandant 

Lieutenant  

Lieutenant  

Master 

Surgeon  

Purser 

Chaplain 

Boatswain 

Gunner 

Steward 


$100 
60 
50 
50 
40 
70 
40 


$600 
300 
200 

65 
40 
20 

30 
20 
20 

3 

2 

1 

200 
200 
200 
250 
90 
90 

20 
20 
20 
12 
12 
12 

12 
20 
12 
9 
9 
9 

1 
1 

1 

..... 

$4 

,066 

75 

2 

,010 

75 

1 

,492 

25 

965 

00 

1 

,141 

75 

1 

,732 

25 

1 

,141 

75 

1 

,141 

75 

741 

75 

741 

75 

307 

25 

$15 

,483 

50 
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Estimate  of  pay  and  rations — Continued. 


1 

■5 

o 

s  1 

3 

1 

o 

■€©. 
1 

ii 

Ordinary. 

1 
1 
1 
4 
6 

1 
1 
1 
2 

1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

$50 
40 
20 
]2 
10 

fiO 
3.5 
18 
10 
8 
10 

4 

2 
2 
1 
1 

4 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 

.$905   00 
fi02  50 
741  75 
')41  00 

$90 

12 

9 

1 

Able  seamen 

1,2G7  50 

200 
145 

20 
16 

20 
14 

1 

Hospitat. 

$4,577  75 

$1,612  25 

1,102  00 

307   25 

422  50 

Surgeon's  mate 

Steward 

Nurses  

Washers 

211   25 

Civil 

$4,029  75 

$1,200  00 
300  00 

Clerk  to  storekeeper 

Clerk  t..  vard 

600  00 

Clerk  t(.  oniiiiiunidant 

750  00 

Clfrk  t..  liuildcr 

25 

300  00 

Inspector  and  nicas.  of  timber. . 
p,^,i-ter      

700  00 

25 

300  00 

$6,150  00 

Whole  amount 

$30,241   00 

WASHINGTON. 


Master  : 
Chaplaii 
Purser.. 


Guinie 
Gunne 
Stcwai 


■,  as  laboratory  officer.  . 
•,  keeper  of  magazine. . . 


Ordinary. 


Boatswain 

Carpenter' 
Able  seanr 
Ordinary  f 


Hosj)ital. 

Surg-eon 

Surgeon's  mate 

Steward 

Nurse 

Washer 

Cook 


1 

$100 

1 

75 

1 

50 

1 

60 

1 

40 

1 

40 

1 

40 

1 

40 

1 

20 

1 

20 

1 

20 

1 

18 

1 

50 

1 

40 

2 

19 

1 

19 

6 

12 

8 

10 

70 

30 

18 

10 

1 

8 

10 

16 
6 
4 

■.  ■. : : : 

65 
40 
20 

30 

20 
20 

3 
1 



20 

12 

1 



2 
2 
•2 

2 
1 

$250 
200 
90 
90 
90 

12 
20 
12 
12 
12 

9 
12 
9 
9 
9 

..... 

1 

"l 

1 
1 

^ 

0 

1 

1 

1 

4 
2 
1 

200 
145 

20 
16 

20 
14 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 



$3 

,466 

75 

] 

,982 

00 

1 

,292 

22 

965 

00 

941 

00 

662 

50 

1 

,141 

75 

1 

,141 

75 

741 

75 

741 

75 

741 

75 

307 

25 

$14 

,126 

25 

$965 

00 

662 

50 

638 

50 

319 

25 

1 

,411 

50 

1 

,690 

00 

$5 

,686 

75 

$1 

,732 

25 

950 

75 

307 

25 

211 

25 

187 

25 

211 

25 

$3 

,600 

00 
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Estimate  of  pay  and  rations— 

-Contin 

ued. 

5 

P. 

■•43 

J  = 

6    ■ 

"  5 

3 

o 

s 

> 

1 

i 

Is 

1 

11 

•  S   a 

£  1  1 

P-.  '^   '^ 

Civil. 
Storekeepei'    

81,100  00 

4.50  00 

900  00 

Clci-k  to  rniiiiiiaiulaut    

j 



1,000  00 

Clcrl;  li.  cuiiiniaiidaiit 

$40 

480  00 

blaster  l.iiililcr    



2,300  00 

420  00 

Inspector  and  measurer  of  timber 
Master  chain  cable  and    anchor 



900  00 

1 

1,000  00 

}*[arhiiiisl  and  (MiL;-in<'cr 

1,000  00 

Assistant  master  biiihh'r 

1 

1,000  00 

Masl.T    plnnihcr    and   cambuo.se 

1,200  00 

Porter 

25 

$12,G50  00 

Yard. 


Captain 

Master  commandant  .... 

Lieutenant  

Lieutenant 

Master 

Master 

Surgeon  

Surgeon's  mate 

Purser 

Chaplain 

Teacher  of  mathematics  . 

Midshipmen 

Boatswain 

Guimer 

Steward 


Ordinary. 


Captain  . 
Lieutenants  . 

Master 

Midshipmen  . 

Carpe 

Carpe 

Carpenter's  mates,  as  caulkei 

Boatswain's  mate  • 

Boatswain 

Able  seamen 

Ordinary  s 


Iter' 


nate. 


Civd. 

Storekeeper 

Clerk  to  storekeeper , 

Clerk  to  yard , 

Clerk  to  commandant , 

Clerk  to  commandant 

Master  builder 

Clerk  to  master  builder 

Inspector  and  measurer  of  timbe 

Keeper  of  magazine 

Porter 


$100 
60 
50 
50 
40 
40 
00 
40 
40 
40 
40 
19 
20 
20 
IS 

100 
50 
40 
19 
20 
19 
19 
19 
20 
12 
10 

16 
5 
4 
4 

4 
4 

2 
2 

1 

2 

1 

8 
4 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 

? 

1 

LK. 

"$300 
200 

65 
40 
20 

30 
20 
20 

3 

2 
1 

200 

12 

12 

1 

200 
145 
200 
250 
90 

20 
16 
20 
12 
12 

20 
14 
12 
9 
9 

1 
1 

1 

1 
1 

90 
90 

12 
12 

9 

9 



1 
1 

1 

.s 

1 

r^ 

1 



1 

3 

1 

1 

4 

fi 

40 

25 
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. 

'S     . 

1 

i 

1  1 

^  s 

^  5 

1^ 

1^ 

•2  =  ^ 

_& 

1 

1^ 

^ 

^ 

1 

1  1  1 

X, 

^ 

K 

S 

O 

o 

c^ 

r>. 

;^ 

Hoqnlal. 

1 

$60 
30 

4 

§200 
145 

OQ 

90 

$1,612  25 
950  75 

Surgeon's  mate 

1 

a 

16 

14 



1 

Steward 

1 
2 
2 

18 
10 

1 
1 
I 

301  25 

Nurses 

422  50 

Washers           ...    . 

374  50 
0.35  ''5 

Cook 

' 

12 

1 

§3,902  50 

Yard. 
Captain 

1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
4 
6 

1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

SlOO 
60 
50 
50 
40 
50 
30 
40 
19 
20 
20 
18 

20 
19 
12 
10 

50 
30 
18 
10 
8 
12 

PENSAC 

16 
5 
4 
4 
2 
2 
2 

1 
2 

2 
1 

2 

1 
1 

1 

2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 

OLA. 

65 
40 
20 

30 
20 
20 

3 

2 
1 

■Master     

"$U5 
200 

20 
20 
16 
20 

12 
20 
14 
12 

1 
1 

1 

1 

Purser 

Boatswain       

90 
90 

12 
12 

9 
9 



1 

1 

Steward 

Ordinary. 

90 

12 

9 

1 

Ables'anien 

Ordinary  seamen 

ffo.-^jjital. 
Suro-eon 

200 
145 

20 

16 

20 
14 

1 


1 

Steward 

Nurses 

AV-i-ihfrs 

Cook 

Civil. 



Clerk  to  master  builder 

Porter 

25 

Whole  imount 

§3 

,466 

75 

1 

,710 

75 

1 

,292 

25 

965 

00 

941 

75 

1 

,109 

75 

950 

75 

1 

,141 

75 

957 

75 

741 

75 

741 

75 

307 

25 

$14 

,327 

25 

$741 

75 

319 

25 

941 

00 

1 

,267 

50 

$3 

,269 

50 

ei 

,309 

75 

950 

75 

307 

25 

422 

50 

374 

50 

235 

25 

$3 

,600 

00 

!S1 

,700 

00 

300 

00 

900 

00 

fiOO 

00 

2 

,000 

00 

300 

00 

300 

00 

$6 

,100 

00 

§27 

,296 

75 

Captain 
Lieutcn: 
Surg-eor 


$100 
50 


B.\LTIMORE. 

8       $300    i 


AVhole  amount. 
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Estimate  of  j^ay  anr/  rations — Continued. 


CH.VRLESTOX, 


.^ 

^ 

n  ■- 

;>> 

J:? 

Si 

5    . 

■€©^ 

•m- 

■ji  ? 

c 

£ 

s. 

ji  c 

~  P 

t  2 

rt 

I 

atio 

a 

.2 

^ 

^ 

^  " 

g 

> 

--^  5 

3 

p 

rt 

o 

p 

:: 

g 

■    j5 

^  rt   3 

C-( 

M 

a 

d 

^ 

-J. 

^ 

Captain    

1 
1 
1 
1 

Sioo 

50 
60 
40 

8 
4 
4 
2 

S300 

(55 

30 

3    

$3,036  15 

965  00 

Surn-CMJU 

200 

20 

20 

1 

1,612  25 

p;;,4 

662  50 

Whole  amount      

$6,2T6  50 

SACKETT  S    HARBOR. 


RECAPITULATIO; 


1st  item. 
Naval. 

1st  item. 
Ordinary. 

1st  item. 
Hospital. 

2d    item. 
Civil. 

Aorg-regate. 

Portsmouth                  

$14,199  00 
16,668  25 
19,297  50 
15,488  50 
14,126  25 
18,937  50 
14,327  25 
6,276  50 
6,276  50 
1,141   75 

$3,492  75 
18,630  25 
18,630  25 

4,577  75 
■    5,686  75 
18,630  25 

3,269  50 

$4,400  00 
8,250  00 
8,250  00 
6,150  00 

12,650  00 
8,880  00 
6,100  00 

$22,091  75 
47,446  00 

BilstDH            

$3,902  50 
3,902  50 
4,029  75 
3,600  00 
3,902  50 
8,600  00 

New  York 

Piiihidcliihia    

50,080  25 
30,241  00 

AVasliiiigton 

Kiirfolk    

36,063  00 
50,350  25 

Pensacola    

27,296  75 

Baltimore 

6,276  50 

Charleston 

6,276  50 

Sackett's  Harbor 

1,141   75 

3,000  00 

3,000  00 

.5126,729  00 

$72,914  50 

§22,937  25 

$57,680  00 

$280,263  75 

Estimate  of  the  number,  pay,  d-c. 


of  officers  required  for  fve  receiving  v 
the  first  item  of  the  general  estimate. 


■sets,  fur  the  year  1831,  as  part  of 


^ 

Z 

1 

1 

o 

1 
1 

•-5 

1 

Amount. 

Masters  commandant 

1 
3 

2 
6 
4 

1 
8 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
6 
4 

1 

2 

2 
1 
1 
1 

1 
2 
4 
2 

1 
8 

2 
6 
4 

.    2 

1 
.... 

1 

2 
2 
2 

4 
13 
3 
3 
3 
13 
5 
4 
5 
5 
10 
24 
16 

$4,705  00 
12,675  00 

1,987  50 
1,987  50 

Surgeons'  mates 

2,081  25 
2,964  00 

1,140  00 

912  00 

1,080  00 

*''"'ks 

Able  seamen 

Ordinary  .seamen  .  .                                           

1,080  00 
1,440  00 

2,880   00 

Bovs .                 

1,152  00 

$36,084  25 
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Estimate  of  the  pay,  d-c,  of  the  offirers  aUached  to  recruiting  station)^  and  ordnance  service,  for  the  year  1831, 
a.s  2Mrt  of  Ike  first  item  of  die  general  estimate. 


. 

M 

-^ 

o' 

5 

^ 

1 

% 

J 

-i 

Amount. 

^ 

"z, 

K 

r-i 

Masters  comiiiamlant 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

T 

S10,053  75 

9,(ir)0  00 

Lieutenants 

2 

2 

10 

Midshipmen 

2 

10 
5 

3,192  50 
5,425  00 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

° 

$28,321  25 

One  captain.. . 
One  lieutenant 


ORDXAXCE    SERVICE. 


$1,930  00 
965  00 


Exhibit  of  the  comm 


•nd  warraM  officers  awaiting  orders  and  on  furlough,  being  part  of  the  first  item  of 
general  estimates  for  the  year  1831. 


i 

1^' 

5 

c 

-6  _. 

1 

rn 

£ 

■3 

a 
s 

1 

5  c 

■7  & 

K 
1 

S 
"^ 

"g 

11 

^ 

■3 

1 

«■ 

Amount. 

u 

< 

fa- 

-^ 

m 

0 

H 

\y 

n 

1 

112 

8 

6 

13 

ll 

...135 
4        8 

5 

10 

316 
25 

$223,7i0  54 
7,638  25 

Oi 

furlou'^li 

4 

1 

$231,378  79 

required  fur  the  navy,  for  the  year  1831. 


For  vessels  in  commiss 
For  marines  on  board. . 
For  receiving  vessels. . 


4,431  persons  at  one 
ration  per  day,  equal  to  1,617,315  rations,  which,  estimated  at   the  probable   cost 
thereof,  including  an  amount  necessary  for  the  supply  of  fresh  provisions,  and  to  cover 

contingencies,  at  20  cents  each,  will  make $323,463  00 

From  the  above  may  be  deducted  this  sum,  as  a  balance  will  probably  remain  un  hand  mi 
the  1st  January,  sufScient,  with  the  sum  now  asked  for,  to  meet  the  demands  under 
this  head  during  the  year  1831 150,000  00 

Required $173,463  00 


Estimate  of  the  sums  required  for  the  support  of  the  office  of  the  Navy  Commis 


s,  for  the  ijear  1831. 


Commissioners  of  the  Navy $10,500  00 

Secretary 2,000  00 

Clerks  and  draughtsmen,  per  acts  of  2()th  April,  1818,  2Gth  May,  1824,  and  2d  March,  1827.  7,750  00 

Messenger ^^^*^  ^^ 

Contingent  expenses 1,800  00 
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Data  on  which  the  fourth  item  for  repairs  of  vef^selt!,  d-c.,   in  the  general  estimate  for  i 

founded: 
For  i-epairs: 

Constitution $139,353 

Potomac 92,823 

United  States 82,785 

John  Adams 33,057 

For  the  preservation,  if  not  repaired,  of  the — 

Independence  $1,500 

Columbus 1 ,500 

Ohio 1 ,  500 

Franklin 

AVashingtun 

Delaware 

Congress 

Cyane 

North  Carolina 

For  the  wear  and  tear  of  the  following  vessels  during  the  year  1831: 

Guerriere $1" ,  000 

Brandvwine 15,000 

Constellation 13,000 

Constitution 15,000 

Potomac 15,000 

United   States 15, 000 

Hudson 15,000 

Java 10,000 

John  Adams 10,000 

St.    Louis 10, 000 

Ontario 10,000 

Loxinoton 10,000 

Fairlield 10, 000 

Boston 10,000 

Erie 10,000 

Peacock -. 10,000 

Natchez 10,000 

Vandalia 10,000 

Falmouth 10,000 

AVarren 10, 000 

Viucennes  10,000 

Dolphin $2, 500 

Porpoise 2,500 

Grampus 2,500 

Shark 2 ,  500 

^"^p    „[     400 

Sea  Gull ) 


;  year  1831,  is 


1,500  00 

1,500  00 

1,500  00 

1,000  00 

500  00 

1,500  00 

12.000  00 

Estimate  for  imjjrovements  and  repairs  of  navy  yards,  explanatory  of  the  sixth  item  of  the  general  estimate 

for  1831. 

AT    PORTSMOUTH,   N.  H. 

Timber  shed  and  sail  loft  on  site  6  or  12 $12,000  00 

Repairing  timber  and  spar  docks,  and  east  wharf $3,160  00 

Repairing  south  whai-f,  and  strengthening  bridge G59  26 

Repairing  old  ship  house 120  50 

Repairing  officers'  quarters,  and  stable  for  oxen 500  00 

$12,000  00       $4,439  76 

AT    BOSTON. 

New   wharf $5,000  00 

Timber  shed 28, 150  00 

Repairing  three  ship  houses $1 ,200  00 

Painting  two  ship  houses,  &c 2 ,  350  00 

Repairing  all  other  buildings  in  the  yard 1 ,000  00 

Repairing  all  the  wharves  and  docks 1 ,  250  00 

$33,150  00   $5,800  00 
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AT    NEW    YORK. 

Timber  shed $19, 000  00 

Bridge  wharf 5 ,  798  00 

Barracks  of  l)ricic 1,400  00 

Brick  storehouse .5 ,  .500  00 

Two  iiKioriii--   blocks 5, -2.50  00 

A  furnace 2.50  00 

Cooper's   sh.-p G,  700  00 

Dam  round  m.ll  p.ind 13,800  00 

Fhig-  staff. 100  00 

Fainting-  ship  house 

Fainting  doors  and  windows  of  brick  storeliouses 

Repair  of  skyliglits,  &c 

Repair  of  gutters  and  piazza  of  commandant's  house 

Repair  of  fences 

Painting  brick  stores 

$57,858  00 


$5 

,500 

00 

904 

00 

70 

00 

350 

00 

75 

00 

300 

00 

175 

00 

$7 

,374 

00 

AT    PHIL.AJIELPHIA. 

Mast  and  boat  house $19,000  00 

Steam  box  house 1 ,  200  00 

Underpinning  44's  ship  house 300  00 

Bringinj*  Sdmylkill  water  into  the  yard 2,680  00 

Repairs,   blacksmith  shop 

Repairs,  shi]i  liouses 

Repairs,  timber  sheds 

Repairs,  storehouses  and  offices 

$23,180  00 


$50  00 

150 

00 

100 

00 

200 

00 

$500  00 

AT    WASHINGTON. 

Timber  shed $14,066  00 

Building  for  making  canibooses 6,000  00 

Gutters  and  paved  walks 2,172  00 

Additional  story  on  saw  mill 2, 123  00 

Repairs  to  commandant's  house  and  all  other  buildings  in  the  yard  during 
the  year 

$24,361   00       $2,000  00 

AT    NORFOLK. 

Mud  machine $500  00 

Fire  engine 1 ,000  00 

Wall  round  the  yard 11,905   00 

Facing  wharves 14,355   00 

Timber  shed 13,500  00 

Permanent  bridge  for  creek 9,000  00 

Stone    gutters 1 , 568  00 

Officers'  houses 15, 000  00 

Anchor  hoy,  lighters  and  buoys,  &c §2,500  00 

Ship  houses 1 ,  000  00 

Pumps  in  the  yard 150  00 

$69,828  00   $3,650  00 

RECAPITCL.VTION. 

Portsmouth $12,000  00       $4,439  76 

Boston                                                                      33,150  00         5,800  00 

New  York." ..'.'...'.'....'. 57,858  00         7,374  00 

Philadelphia 23, 180  00             500  00 

Washington  ...*."..'.'.'..'.'.'....' 24,361   00         2,000  00 

Norfolk 69,828  00         3,650  00 

Improvement $220,377   00     $23,763   76 

Repairs 23,763  76     _== 

Total $244,140  76 
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21sT  Congress.]  iNo-    4o().  [2d    SESsiny. 

EXPLANATORY  ESTIMATES  FOR  THE  CONSTRUCTION  OF  THREE  SCHOONERS  FOR  THE 
iNAVY;  THEIR  RESPECTIVE  ANNUAL  EXPENSE  IN  SERVICE,  AND  THAT  OF  A  SLOOP- 
OF-AVAR. 

COMMUMCATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    DECEMBER    22,    1830. 

Mr.  Hoffman,  from  tlie  Committee  on  Naval  Aifairs,  submitted  the  following  documents  relating  to  the 
building  of  three  schooners  for  the  naval  service. 

House  of  Representatives,  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  December  14,  1830. 
Sir:  The  Committee  on  Naval  vVffairs  liave  directed  me  to  request  of  your  Department  estimates  of 
the  expense  of  building  each  of  the  three  schnimcrs  siiL^gestcd  in  your  report  to  the  President,  of  December 
7,  1830,  and  such  estimates  of  arming,  maiiiiiii.r,  ami  cuntinuing  one  year  in  service  each  of  them,  and  a 
sloop-of-war,  as  will  enable  them  to  statu  tin.'  cnnpuiative  expense  of  each  of  these  class  of  vessels  to  the 
House. 

They  desire  these  estimates  at  as  early  a  day  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  duties  of  the  Department. 
Witii  esteem  and  respect,  your  liiunble  servant, 

MICHAEL  HOFFMAN. 
Hon.  John  Branch,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Navy  Department,  December  20,  1830. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  requisition  made  by  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  of  the  House  of  Repre 
sentatives,  dated  14th  December,  1830,  and  addressed  to  this  Department,  the  following  communication 
from  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Board  is  herewith  transmitted. 
In  this  will  be  found  the  estimates  called  for  by  that  recjuisition. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  &c.,  &c.,  JNO.  BRANCH. 

The  Hon.  M.  Hoffman,  Chairman  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  H.  R. 


Navy  Commissioners'  Office,  December  17,  1830. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  request,  the  Commissioners  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  papers 
marked  A,  B  and  C. 

A.  An  estimate  nf  llio  expense  of  building,  equipping,  arming,  &c.,  a  schooner  of  175  tons, 

amounlin-  lo  tli<'  sum  of $29,120  00 

B.  An  estimate  (if  tlic  pay  and  subsistence,  provisions,  hospital  stores,  and  wear  and  tear  of 

a  schooner  f.r  one  year 24,291   00 

C.  An  estimate  of  the  pay  and  subsist(!nce,  provisions,  hospital  stores,  and  wear  and  tear  uf 

a  sloop-of-war  of  the  first  class,  for  one  year 62,254  09 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant. 


Hon.  John  Branch,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


JNO.  RODGERS. 


Estimate  of  the  expense  of  building  and  equipping  a  schooner  of  175  tons. 

Materials  of  hull,  of  wood,  iron,  copper  and  tin $9, 000  00 

Labor  on  hull 5,500  00 

$14,500  00 

EQUIPMENTS. 

Masts  and  spars,  materials  and  labor $750  00 

Pumps 130  00 

Boats 400  00 

Anchors 500  00 

Rigging,  materials,  and  labor 1 ,  600  00 

Cables 470  00 

Chain  cables 400  00 

Sails,  materials  and  labor,  hammocks  and  awnings 2,550  00 

Blocks 150  00 

Kentledge 900  00 

Camboose 230  00 

AVater  casks 450  00 

Hardware 150  00 

Blacksmiths'  labor 330  00 
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Joiners'  laboi 


SI SO  00 


Painters'  labor. .^ '  1 .50  00 

Leather,  paints,  tar,  &c ^00  00 

Contingencies jqq  qq 


ARMAMENT. 

Ten  18-pound  carronades,  &c.,  at  $150 §1   500  00 

Two  long  9-pounders,  at  $180 ' .'  'goo   qo 

Fonrtci'H  lian-cls  of  powder,  at  $'20 280  00 

Nine  hundred  IS-pound  shot 810  00 

Two  hmidrod  '.(-pound  shot yo  qo 

$3,040  00 

I-dty  ninskris,  at  Sl2 CjOOO   00 

Filty  pistnls,  at   S6 300  00 

Fifty  sw,.nls,  at   82.70 I35   oo 

Fdty  boarding  pdccs,  at  $2 100  00 

Thirty  boarding  hatchets,  at  $1.50  each 45  00 

1,180  00 

Sl'AKE. 

Boatswain's  stores $250  00 

Carpenter's  stores 200  00 

Master's  stores 200  00 

Gunner's  stores 1,50  00 

800  00 


B. 

Edvmate  of  the  pay  and  subsidence,  medicines,  hospital  stores  and  provisions,  xvitli  the  icear  and  tear  of  a 
schooner  for  one  year. 

Pay  and  subsistence §13,851  00 

Provisions,  including  marines 5,840  00 

Medicines  and  hospital  stores 600  00 

Wear  and  tear 4,000  00 

$24,291  00 


Estimate  of  the  pay  and  subsistence,  medicines,  hospital  stores  and  provisions,  ivith  the  wear  and  tear  of  a 
sloo2>of-war  of  the  first  class  for  one  year. 

Pay  and  subsistence $23 ,  625  34 

Provisions,  including  marines 17,428  75 

Medicines  and  hospital  stores 1 ,  200  00 

Wear  and  tear 10 ,  000  00 

$62,254  09 


21sT  Congress.]  No.    431.  [2d   Session. 

SURVEYS  MAPE  WITH  A  VIEW  TO  THE  ESTABLISHMENT  OF  NAVAL  DEPOTS. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  DECEMBER  23,  1830. 

Navy  Depart.ment,  December  20,  1830. 
Sir:  In  cinpliamv  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  <lat.  d  14th  December,  1830, 
addressed  to  this  I »(  paitinent,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  copies  of  the  ri'|M.its  of  the  surveys, 
made  in  conrmii.iiy  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the  13th  Februaiy,  ISK,  which  embrace  the 
information  called  for  in  the  above  resolution  of  the  House,  were,  on  the  4th  of  February,  1818,  laid 
before  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  by  him  transmitted  to  the  Senate  on  the  6th  of  the  same 
month 

These  will  be  found  in  the  State  Papers  of  the  Senate  of  that  year,  in  document  numbered  104.* 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

JNO.  BRANCH. 
The  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

•  Sec  vol.  1  Na^'al  Affaire,  State  Papers  No.  166,  page  486. 
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^IstCont.rks-^.]  No.  482.  [2d  Session. 

ON   MODE  OF   RELIEVING  VESSELS-OF-WAR   ON   FOREIGN    STATIONS,  AND    RETURN    OF 
SEAMEN  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES  WHOSE  TERMS  OF  SERVICE  HAVE  EXPIRED. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    SENATE    DECEMBER    29,    1830. 

Navy  Department,  December  28,  1830. 

Tlie  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  ciniiplianco  with  tlic  resolution  of  tlie  Senate  of  the  United  States,  of 
the  22d  instant,  requiring-  liini  "  tn  inl'.inn  tlic  Senate  whether  provision  has  been  made  to  relieve  our 
national  ships  on  fiinM,L;-ii  stutiuns  \<r\\)\-i-  the  cxiiiratinn  nfthe  term  of  enlistment  of  the  seamen,  and  what 
measures  have  been  taken  t"  ensure  tlic  letiiiii  ol'  seamen  to  the  United  States  whose  terms  of  service 
have  cxpinMl,  or  are  alM,ut  to  expir.'."   lias  the  hminr   to  report: 

Tli:it  priivisioii  lias  l)ei':i  inaile  for  the  icliel'  nf  sucli  of  our  vessels-of-war  as  have  been  absent  for  a 
period  of  iieaily  three  yeais'  (liiraiiwii;  ;iii<l  it  is  ilu;  policy  and  practice  of  the  Department  to  have  sent 
home,  in  vessels-of-war  ret  uriiini;-  I'roiii  foreiyii  stations,  all  seamen  in  the  public  service  whose  terms  have 

That  when  a  piililie  annud  vessel  is  about  to  leave  the  United  States,  seamen  to  form  her  crew  are 
enlisted  undei  tin  p^o^  isions  of  the  act  of  the  15th  of  May,  1820,  to  serve  for  a  period  of  three  years, 
being  the  usual  term  of  a  cruise  at  sea;  but,  as  all  the  crow  cannot  be  entered  on  the  same  day,  and 
many  are  often  left  behiml  from  teiii|iorary  disease,  contracted  after  entoriii;j,-  the  service,  and  other 
causes,  who  are  subsequently  iilu-cl  ..n  hoard  of  (ither  vessels-of-war,  and  seamen  arc  occasionally 
enlisted  in  forei,2;n  ports,  it  often  happens  that  their  terms  of  service  expire  at  dillcrcnt  dates.  In  such 
cases,  when  )ialilie  vessels  arc  not  returning'  to  the  United  States,  and  the  seamen  are  unwilling  to  re-en- 
ter for  the  usual  oi'  shorter  periods  of  a  cruise,  it  is  the  standing  order  of  the  Department  thafthey  shall 
be  provi(le(l,  hv  lln'  carliist  opportunity,  with  their  passage  home  at  the  public  expense. 

The  following  enumeration  of  our  national  ships-of-war,  in  commission  on  foreign  stations,  is  also 
presented,  viz: 

Squadron  in  the  Mediterranean. 

Fi-igate  Java;  sailed  Ith  June,  1827;   relieved. 

Frigate  Brandy  wine;  sailed  22d  October,  1830. 

Sloop-of-war  Ontario;  sailed  21st  August,  1829. 

Sloop-of-war  Boston;   sailed  29th  June,  1830. 

Sloop-of-war  Concord;  sailed  28th  June,  1830. 

Sloop-of-war  Fairfield;  sailed  20th  August,  1828;   to  be  relieved. 

Squadron  in  the  Weist  Indies. 

Sloop-of-war  Erie;  sailed  2d  November,   1829. 
Slop-of-war  Peacock;  sailed  26th  S^jptember,  1829. 
Sloop-of-war  Natchez;  sailed  10th  May,  1830. 
Schooner  Grampus;  sailed  24th  May,  182'^. 
Schooner  Shark;  sailed  .5th  November,  1828. 
Schooner  Porpoise;  sailed  19th  October,  1830. 

Squadron  on  the  coast  of  Brazil. 

Frigate  Hudson;  sailed  27th  September,  1828. 
Sloop-of-war  Vandalia;  sailed  16th  December,  1828. 

Squadron  in  the  Pacific  ocean. 

Frigate  Guerriere;  sailed  14th  February,  1829. 
Sloop-of-war  St.  Louis;  sailed  14th  February,  1829. 
Schooner  Dolphin;  sailed  in  the  year  1821. 

From  this  it  will  be  perceived  that  all  have  been  less  than  three  years  at  sea,  with  the  exception  of 
the  frigate  Java,  in  the  .Mediterranean,  whose  condition  was  sound,  and  the  schooner  Dolphin,  in  the 
Pacific  ocean,  which  lias  Keen  kept  in  repair.  The  crew  of  the  former,  as  their  times  expired,  were 
relieved,  and  the  l)randy\viiic  Inw  ing  been  ordered  to  the  Mediterranean  to  take  her  place,  the  Java  is 
now  returning-  to  the  rnited  States  with  such  seamen  of  the  squadron  as  had  served  out  their  times,  or 
whose  periods  of  service  were  about  expiring.  The  crews  of  the  Dolphin  have  been  relieved  from  time 
to  time,  as  tlicir  piuiods  of  ser\ice  expired;  and  considering  it  more  safe,  convenient,  and  economical  to 
keep  her  on  that  distant  station  than  to  send  a  small  vessel  of  her  own  class  from  the  United  States,  she 
has  been  permitted  to  remain  in  that  ocean. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  JOHN  BRANCH,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

To  the  Hon  Samuel  Smith,  President,  pro  tempore,  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
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Sir:  I  Ijave  the  honor  to  transmit,  hen 
the  Naval  Register  for  1881. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

The  President  of  the  United  Slates  Senate. 


Navy  Department,  January  4,  1831. 
jr  the  use  of  the  members  of  the  Senate,  fifty  copies  of 
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President  Navy  Board. 

Commandant  Navy  yard,  Philadelphia. 

Commissioner  Navy  Board. 

Commandant  Navy  yard,  Washington. 

Commandant  Navy  yard.  New  York. 

Commanding  naval  officer,  Baltimore. 

Commandant  Navy  yard,  Charlcstown. 

Waiting  orders. 

Waiting  orders. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Waiting  orders. 

Commanding  Mediterranean  squadron. 
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Ordinary  at  Charlcstown,  Mass. 
Commandant  Navy  yard,  Portsmouth. 
Commanding  West  India  sqniijrun. 
Commanding  Brazilian  squadron. 

Commanding  Pacific  squadron. 
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Commandant  Navy  yard,  Pensacola. 
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Inspector  ordnance  and  ammunition. 

.a 

M 

1  'd 

i 

\'' 

•Wi 

t 
% 

% 

1  \ 

li 

ik 

1 

■2    :  =^  1  ci    : 
Kill: 

II  £  S  (2  >  s 

:  1   :  ^i   ; 

lllilll 

lllillj 

':  .2   :    :    ': 

i  '  i  1  i 

•s  t;  1  ;S  1 

>  d,  p>  Iz;  >. 

6   1 

1 
i 

• 

.3     '  j 

1  ■ 

i: 

.2 

1^  i 

1 

""   S   "^ 
21 

III"  I 
s  ?  (S         >  s 

1 
1 

i 

> 

ll^ 

|2 

•? 

4 

i 
1 

II 

it     i 

1^3 

ilJ 

M  N  ^1  U 
lllillili 

s 

I- 

1 

1  S'&tttll^^  ,^^^^|^|^|^^^^^^-§-|^-|^^^|^^ 

1 

g 

.1 

1 

•3 
.£ 
•C 
o 

!  1 5 1 1 1 1 1 1  i  1 1 1 1 1 1  i  1 1 1  i  1  i  1 1 1  i  1 1 1 1  i  1 1 1 1 1 
1         .1. 

1  li     Hi 

o         §    o             3  '-g  3 
•►3        ■►^  13             S  <  S 

i 

!2; 

i 
1 

Sill 

III! 

M  Nil  itiJi  Ui  UlliJi  Nl?1 

illp^ii^itiii||^^2!3|i!l? 
llliillJlliiiilliilllillll 

iiil 

"^  n  "  ^ 

5  4  n  ►^ 

1 

t 

1831.] 


NAVAL    REGISTER. 


>§§§!  S  ill  iifgi -rill 


^^^Pd^jrt&MP 


tS  .5  o    :    ■    :  -^  "g  .2    :  -S  .s    :  ■=  .s    :  :£    :    ;    :  -S   •    ■    •    :  ^    •  .5    ;    •    -. 


S      o  eg  5  i^  15  :• 


VOL.  Ill 100  L 


794 


N  A  V  A  L    A  F  FAIRS. 


[Xo.  43.3. 


.J 

m 

1 

Sloop  Boston. 

Leave  of  absence. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Receiving  ship,  Baltimore.   » 
Leave  of  absence. 
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Leave  of  absence. 
Pensacola.     Sick. 
Leave  of  absence. 

Commanding  schooner  Grampus. 

Leave  of  absence. 
Navy  yard,  Portsmouth. 

Furlough. 

Navy  yard,  Boston. 
Navy  yard,  Gosport. 
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Leave  of  absence. 
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Sloop  Fairneld. 
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New  York  station.     Sick. 

Leave  of  absence. 
Under  arrest. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Rendezvous,  New  York. 
Sloop  Concord. 

Leave  of  absence. 
Frigate  Hudson. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Leave  of  absence. 

Frigate  Guerriero. 

Sloop  Bo.oton. 

Sloop  Erie. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Rendezvous,  Philadelphia. 

Furlough. 

Navy  yard,  New  York. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Leave  of  absence. 
Frigate  Constellation. 
Mediterranean. 
Furlough. 

Navy  yard,  Pensacola. 
Frigate  Brandywine. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Leave  of  absence. 

Frigate  Brandywine. 
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Ordinary  at  Norfolk. 
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Sloop  Concord. 
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Sloop  Natchez. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Ordinary  at  Norfolk. 
Receiving  ship,  Norfolk. 
Fri^'ate  Brandywine. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Frigate  Java. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Leave  of  absence. 

Sloop  Peacock. 
Schooner  Dolphin. 
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Leave  of  absence. 
Frigate  Hudson. 
Frigate  Hudson. 
Sloop  Peacock. 

Leave  of  absence. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Sloop  Vincennes. 
Frigate  .Java. 
Leave  of  absence. 
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Sloop  Concord. 

Sloop  Vandalia. 
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AVaiting  orders. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Hospital,  Philadelphia. 
Hospital,  Pensacola. 
Navy  yard.  New  York. 
L  ave  of  absence. 
Schooner  Porpoise. 
Navy  yard,  Boston. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Navy  yard,  AYashington. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Frigate  Java. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Leave  of  absence. 
AA^aiting  orders. 
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Frigate  Guerriere. 
Sloop  Vandalia. 
Frigate  Java. 
Coast  of  Brazil. 
Frigate  Constellation. 
Sloop  Erie. 
Sloop  St.  Louis. 
Sloop  Peacock. 
Waiting  orders. 
Sloop  Vandalia. 
New  York  school. 
Sloop  Eric. 
Frigate  Java. 

Now  York  school. 

Leave  of  absence. 

New  York  school. 

New  York  school. 

On  furlough. 

Leave  of  absence. 

Sloop  Ontario. 

Norfolk  school. 

Frigate  Brandywine. 

Sloop  Lexington. 

Sloop  Natchez. 

Leave  of  absence.                  ^ 

Leave  of  absence. 

Schooner  Grampus. 

Frigate  Java. 

Frigate  Hudson. 

Frigate  Guerriere. 

Sloop  Fairfield. 

Frigate  Brandywine. 

Sloop  Peacock. 

Sloop  Boston. 

Frigate  Constellation. 

West  India  .squadron. 

Norfolk  school. 
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Nov.     16,1824.... 
Jan.       1,1825.... 

do 
March    1,1825.... 

do 
Jan.        1,1826.... 
Aug.       1,1826.... 

do 
Nov.       1,1826.... 

do 
Feb.       1,1827.... 
March     1,1827.... 
Jan.        1,1828.... 
April       1,1828.... 

do 

do 

do 
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March    1,1825.... 
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Nov.       1,1826.... 
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April       1,1828.... 
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Leave  of  absence. 
Suspended. 
On  furlough. 
New  York  school. 
New  York  school. 
Frigate  Guerriere. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Frigate  Guerriere. 
New  York  schooj. 
Sloop  Ontario. 

surveying. 
Frigate  Java. 
Sloop  Fairfield. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Sloop  Concord. 
Sloop  St.  Louis. 
Frigate  Hudson. 
Frigate  Java. 
Frigate  Guerriere. 
Coast  of  Brazil. 
Sloop  Concord. 
Schooner  Porpoise. 

Navy  yard,  Boston. 
New  York  school. 
New  York  school. 
On  furlough. 
New  York  school. 
New  York  school. 
Frigate  Hudson. 
New  York  school. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Frigate  Hudson. 
Navy  yard.  New  York. 
Frigate  Brandywine. 
Frigate  Brandywine. 
Sioop  Boston. 
Waiting  orders. 
Friirntp  TirnnrlvwinB. 
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Jan.        1,1825.... 
Dee.      12,1825.... 
May        1,1826.... 

do 
June       1,1826.... 
Nov.        1,1826.... 

do 

do 

do 
Dec.         1.1826.... 

do 
March    1,1827.... 
Oct.         1,1827.... 

April       1,1828.... 

do 
June        1,1828.... 
Nov.        1,1828.... 
Oct.       15,1829.... 

Jan.        1,1823.... 
March    4,  1826.... 

do 
Jan.        1,1825.... 

do 
Miirch    1,1825.... 

do 
Aug.       1,1825.... 
Feb.       1,  1826.... 
March    1,  1826.... 

do 
June       1,1826.... 

do 
Nov.       1,1826.... 

do 

Original  entry  into 
the  service. 

March    4,  1823.... 
Aug.     19,1823.... 
■'Nov.      16,1824.... 
Jan.        1,1825.... 
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do 
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Nov.       1,1826.... 
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April      1,1828.... 

do 
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Oct.       15,1829.... 

.Tan.        1,1823.... 
March     4,1823.... 

do 
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do 

do 
March     1,1825.... 

do 
August   1,  1825.... 

Feb.        1,  1826 

March    1,  1826.... 

do 
June        1,1826.... 

do 
Nov.       1,1826.... 

do 
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1 

"  aiung  oraers. 
On  furlough. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Sloop  Eric. 
Frigate  Guerriere. 
Sloop  Fairfield. 

Sloop  Boston. 
Sloop  Ontario. 
Frigate  Guerriere. 
Frigate  Guerriere. 
Sloop  St.  Louis. 
Frigate  Brandywino. 
Sloop  Concord. 
Sloop  Boston. 
Coast  of  Brazil. 
Waiting  orders. 
Frigate  Constellation. 
Sloop  Concord. 
Sloop  Natchez. 
Frigate  Brandywine. 

Leave  of  absence. 
New  York  school. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Sloop  Vincennes. 
On  furlough. 

Leave  of  absence. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Norfolk  school. 
Frigate  Constellation. 
Frigate  Guerriere. 
Frigate  Brandywine. 
Frigate  Guerriere. 
Sloop  St.  Louis. 
Frigate  Constellation. 
In  the  Paoifio. 

!i 

1         i 

I 

1 

>  2 

5 

>      PL,      S 

E- 

^ 

\  1 

•i    :    : 

Rhode  Island 

NewY'ork 

Mississippi 

Pennsylvania 

Maine 

Missouri 

Ohio 

do   

District  of  Columbia 

Maryland    

North  Carolina 

Virginia 

do       

District  of  Columbia. 

South  Carolina 

NewYork 

Kentucky 

Maryland 

Pennsylvania 

y. 

■1 

1 

J 

1 

i 

.5  > 
>  2 

\ 

.1 

.1 

1 

NewYork 

Maryland 

Pennsylvania 

Virginia, 

District  of  Columbia 

Illinois 

Pennsylvania 

Rhode  Island 

NewYork 

District  of  Columbia. 

Pennsylvania  

Missouri 

Ohio 

do   

District  of  Columbia 

Maryland    

North  Carolina 

Virginia 

Georgia 

Virginia  

South  Carolina 

NewYork 

Kentucky 

District  of  Columbia 
Pennsylvania 

1 

o 

i 

a 
J 
S 

1 

g 

.3  1 

1 

i 

i  1  i 

■II! 

>:  (S  S 

1  s 

1 

|l 

1 

'   1 

: 

; 

1 
1 

1 
1 

1 

■I  1 

{ 

\ 

1 

■li 

.1    : 
1    ^ 

do       

South  Carolina 

Massachusetts 

Kentucky 

Maryland 

Pennsylvania 

< 

1  ^ 

1 

Feb.        1,1826.... 
August  1,  1827.... 
Sept.      1,1827.... 
Oct.        1,1827.... 

do 

do 
Nov.       1,1827.... 
Dec.       1,1827.... 
Jan.        1,1828.... 
April      1,1828.... 

do 

do 

do 
July        1,1828.... 
Nov.       1,1828.... 
Feb.       2,1829.... 

do 

do 
Feb.      23,1829.... 
March  13,  1829.... 
Sept.      2,  1830.... 

Jan.        1,1825.... 
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r- 

Original  entry  into 
the  service. 

Feb.       1,1826.... 

August  1,  1827 

Sept.       1,1827.... 
Oct.        1,1827.... 

do 

do 
Nov.       1,1827.... 
Dec.        1,1827.... 
Jan.        1,1828.... 
April       1,1828.... 

do 

do 

do 

Nov.        1,1828.... 
Feb.        2,1829.... 

do 

do 

do 
Fob.      23.1829.... 
March  13,  1829.... 
Sept.       2,  1830 .... 

Jan.        1,1822.... 
March     1,1825.... 

do 
Oct.      24,1825.... 
Feb.        1,1826.... 
Aug.       1,1826.... 
Nov.       1,1826.... 

do 
March     1,1827.... 

do 
Nov.       1,1827.... 
April      1,1828.... 

do 

do 
April     18,1828.... 
Nov.       1,1828.... 
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!^  i  i  i 
IIIJ 

Frigate  Java. 
Sloop  Fairfield. 
Sloop  St.  Louis. 
Frigate  Hudson. 
Sloop  Erie. 

ml 

i  s  2 

Frigate  Brandywine. 

Sloop  Boston. 
Sloop  St.  Louis. 
On  furlough. 
Leave  of  absence. 
Norfolk  school. 
Frigate  Java. 
Frigate  Brandywine. 
Sloop  Vincennes. 
Frigate  Java. 
Frigate  Constellation. 
Frigate  Java. 
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.i 
1 

Ordinary  at  Gosport. 
Navy  yard,  New  york. 
Sloop  Concord. 
Navy  yard,  Portsmouth. 
Navy  yard,  Philadelphia. 
Navy  yard,  Boston. 
Leave  of  absenco. 
Sloop  Boston. 
Sloop  Vandalia. 
New  York  station. 
Frigate  Java. 
Sloop  St.  Louis. 
Frigate  Constellation. 
Sloop  Ontario. 
Sloop  Erie. 
Schooner  Porpoise. 
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May        6,1813..., 
May       3,1821.... 
Jan.      23,1822.... 
Nov.     24,1823.... 
March    1,1825.... 
Dec.       9,1825.... 

II 

Q  -^  ^  -^ 

1 

J 

.1  . 
Si 

ll 

May       6,1813.... 
May        3,1821.... 
Jan.      23,1822.... 
Nov.     24,1823.... 
March    1,  1823.... 
Dec.        9,  1825.... 

Jan.      29,1827.... 
Oct.      30,1827.... 
Dec.      27,1827.... 
Feb.        7,1828.... 
Nov.     28,1828.... 
Aug.     25,1829.... 

do 
Oct.      29,1829.... 
Aug.       2,1830.... 
Nov.     20,1830.... 
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Sloop  Ontario. 
Sloop  Boston. 
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Juno     10,1817... 
March    3,  1819... 

do 

do 
March  28,  1820... 

do 

do 

do 
March    3,  1821... 

do 
May        7,1822... 

do 

do 
March    3,  1823... 
do 

;! 

George  W.  Walker V' 

Charles  Grymes 

WardMarston 

Charles  C.  Tupper • 

A.  A.  Nicholson 

James  MCawley 

Benjamin  Macomber 

A.N.  Breevoorte 

Wm.  A.  Bloodgood 

Richard  Donglas 

Alvin  Edson 

Horatio  N .  Crabb 

Henry  B.  Tyler 

Joseph  L.  C.  Hardy 

<S^fd;SSS(i4<1<;o 
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Naval  regiderfor  1831 — Continued. 

SSSELS-OF-WAR  OF  THE  UNITED  STATF.S  NAVY. 


Ships  of  the  line- 
Independence  

Franklin 

Washington 

Columbus 

Ohio 

North  Carolina 

Delaware 


Frigates,  1st  class- 
United  States 

Constitution 

Guerriere 

Java 

Potomac 

Brandvwiue 

Hudson 


Frigates,  2d  class- 
Congress  

Constellation 

Macedonian   ....... 


Sloops-of-\^ 
John  Adams, 

Cyane  

Erie 

Ontario 

Peacock   . . . . 

Boston 

Lexington . . . 
Vincennes    .  . 

Warren 

Natchez 

Falmoutli  . . . 
Fairfield  .  . . . 
Vandalia  ... 
St.  Louis  . . . 
Concord  . . . . 


-15. 


Schooners,  &c. — T. 

Dolphin    

Grampus    

Porpoise 

Shark 

Fox 

Alert,  store  ship 

Sea  Gull,  galliot 


\\'hen 
built. 


Where  employed. 


Boston   1814.. 

Philadelphia    181.5.. 

Ports)         '   '"•" 

Wash 


,  N.  II.. 


New  Yni-k. 


■iph 


Gosport,  Ya, 


1816. 
1819.. 
1820.. 
1820.. 
1820. 


Philadelphia    1^97. 

B;.ston    1797. 

Philadelphia    1814. 

Baltimore \  1814. 

Washingtou !  1821. 

Washington ;  182.5. 

Purchased !  1826. 


Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

Baltim(n-e 

Captured   


Charleston,  S.  C. . , 

Captured   

Baltimore 

Baltiii 


are  . 
New  York. 

Boston   

New  York., 
New  York., 

Boston    

Norfolk... 
Boston  . . . 
New  York. , 
Philadelplii; 
Washi:  „ 
Portsmouth 


■ton  . 


Philadelphia  . . . 
Washington  .  . . 
Portsmouth,  N. 
Washington  .  . . 
Purchased   .... 

Captured   

Purchased 


1799. 
1797. 


1799., 
1815., 
1813., 
1813., 
1813., 
1825., 
1825., 
1826., 
1826. , 
1827.. 
1827., 
1828.. 
1828.. 


1821., 
1821., 
1820., 
1821., 
1823., 
1812., 
1823.. 


In  ordinary,  at  Boston. 
In  ordinary,  at  New  York. 
In  ordinary,  at  New  York. 
In  ordinary,  at  Boston., 
In  ordinary,  at  New  York. 
In  ordinary,  at  Gosport. 
In  ordinary,  at  Gosport. 


In  ordinary,  at  New  York. 

In  ordinary,  at  Boston. 

In  the  Pacific. 

Ordered  to  the  United  States. 

Equipping  for  a  cruise. 

In  the  Mediterranean. 

Coast  of  Brazil. 


Receiving  ship,  Norfolk. 
In  tlie  Mediterranean. 
In  ordinary,  at  Norfolk. 


Equipping  for  sea. 

In  ordinary,  at  Philadelphia 

In  the  West  Indies. 
■   In  the  Mediterranean. 

In  the  Wrst  Indies. 

In  the  Mediterranean. 

In  oidiiKU-v,  at  Norfolk. 
i   In  the  West  Indies. 
I   In  ordinary,  at  Norfolk. 
I  In  the  \Vest  Indies. 

Equipping  for  a  cruise. 
I  In  the  Mediterranean. 
j   Coast  of  Brazil. 

Pacific. 

In  the  Mediterranean. 


In  the  Pacific. 

In  the  West  Indies. 

In  the  West  Indies. 

In  the  West  Indies. 

Used  as  a  receiving  ship  at  Baltimore. 

Used  as  a  receiving  ship  at  Norfolk. 

Used  as  a  receiving  ship  at  Philadelphia. 


VESSELS  OF  THE  UNITED  ST.- 


i 

% 

>% 

2 

- 

'"' 

^ 

f 

5 

2 

1 

2 

12 

3 

4 

2 

22 

16 

Ships  of  the  line. .  , 
Frigates,  1st  class 
Frigates,  2d  class  , 

Sloops-of-war 

Schooners,  &c 


Portsmouth,  N.  H., 
Cliarlestown,  Mass. 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.... 

Philadelphia 

Washington 

Gosport 
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Recapitulation. 


!.;■ 


Sufgeuus 

Assistant  surgeons 

Pursers   

Chaplains 

Passed   iiiidshipnieii 

Midshipmen 

Sailingmasters  .... 

Boatswains 

Gunners    

Carpenters 

Saiiniakers    

Schoohiiasters  .... 
Captains'  clerics  .  .  . 

Masters'  mates 

Boatswains'  mates  . 
Carpenters'  mates   . 

Coxswains    

Quartergunners  .  . . 
Quartermasters  .  . . 
Jfasters-at-arms  .  . . 

Armorers 

Stewards 


Cooks    

Marine  corps: 
Lieutenant  colonels  c 

Captains 

First  lieutenants   . .  . 
Second  lieutenants.  . 


Note. — Whenever  any  nfScer  shall  be  employed  in  the  command  of  a  squadron  on  separate  service, 
the  allowance  of  rations  shall  be  double  during  the  continuance  of  such  command,  and  no  longer. 

The  commandant  of  the  marine  corps  receives,  in  addition  to  his  pay,  for  the  forage  of  three  horses, 
eight  dollars  per  mouth  each.  The  adjutant,  quartermaster,  and  paymaster,  thirty  dollars  per  month 
extra. 


2  1st  Cont.res?;.] 


No.  434. 


[2d    Session. 


ON  THE  IRREGULARITIES  OF  THE  ACCOUNTS  UNDER  APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  THE  SUPPORT 
OF  THE  NAVY  AND  MARINE  CORPS,  AND  SUGGESTIONS  OF  LEGAL  REMEDIES  FOR  THE 
SAME. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    RETOESENTATIVES    JAXUARY    T,    1831. 

Message  from,  the  President  of  the   United  States,  transynilting  a  report  of  the  state  cf  the  accounts  of  the 
nacy,   in  the  office  of  the  Fourth  Auditor,  dx:,  itc. 

Jaxuaky  1,  1831. 
To  the  House  of  Bepi-esentatives: 

I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  accompanying  report  from  the  Navy  Department, 
upon  the  state  of  the  accounts  of  the  navy,  in  the  office  of  the  Fourth  Auditor,  and  to  suggest  the  neces- 
sity of  correcting  the  evils  complained  of  by  early  legislation. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 


»  The  paj'  of  surgeons  hns  been  fixed,  1 

m  rations,  according  to  date  of  commissiu 

t  Assistant-surg  ods,  from  $3U  and  rw^ 
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N.wY  Departmekt,  January  5,  1831. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  report  from  the  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  dated  the  14th 
ultimo,  upon  the  subject  of  the  unsettled  state  of  the  accounts  of  the  navy,  upon  the  books  of  his  ofSce,* 
which  subject  was  alluded  to  in  the  concluding'  paragraph  of  the  annual  report  from  this  Department, 
of  the  6th  ultimo.  Having  examined  and  aiiiimvcd  the  views  of  the  Auditor  upon  the  subject,  I  respect- 
fully request  that  the  same  may  be  prescnhd  to  ('(.ii-tcss  for  their  consideration,  and  such  legislation  as 
they  may  deem  to  be  necessary  to  correct  i!ic  evils  arising  from  the  present  condition  of  those  accounts. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  aervaut, 

JOHN  BRANCH. 
The  President  of  the  United  States. 


Treasury  Departmext,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  December  14,  1830. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  replying  to  your  communication  of  the  23d  ult.,  requesting-  "  a  report 
showing  the  situation  of  the  v.u-i(.ius  accounts  which  have  been  adjusted  in  tire  Fourth  Auditor's  office, 
under  the  appropriations  ni'  ('.in^:ress,  fur  i!;e  Miiiji.irt  of  tlie  navy  and  marine  corps,  with  such  remarks 
as  I  may  deem  to  be  neeessary  in  ex|ilaiiatieii  uf  their  present  condition,  and,  at  tlie  same  time,  present 
to  the  Department  my  views  as  tn  the   lust  mude  of  correcting  the  evils  and  irregularities  which  have 

The  readiest  liiedc  ni'  e, ai i| ilv i ii -■  witli  yeiir  re(piest  ill  an  intelligible  manner,  appears  to  be  to  set 
forth  the  law,  till-  praeliee,  and  tlie  iiiiseliief,  and  llaai  llie  pniposed  remedy  and  preventive. 

By  the  act  uf  the^d  Mareh,  l^O'J,  it  is  ina.de  the  duly  el'  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  advance  money 
appropriated  for  the  sia-vice  ef  his  Deparlnient  mit  of  tiie  s[ieeilie  a|)|ii-o|iriation,  to  the  use  of  which  it  is 
intended  to  be  applied;  and  it  requires  the  dislntrsiii--  olli  aas  "to  rend  a-  ilstinct  accounts  of  the  applica- 
tion of  sucli  monevs,  aeeoi'diiiL;-  to  the  approiiriation  or  aiiin-oiirialions  niider  which  the  same  shall  have 
been  drawn."  Tlie  act  of  1st  .May,  IS-20,  limits  the  power  of  the  I'lesidait  to  make  transfers  to  four 
appropriations,  viz:  for  "provisions,"  for  "medicines  and  hospital  stores,"  fn-  "repairs  of  vessels," 
and  for  "clothing,"  and  e.xpressly  declares  that  "no  triinsfers  IVoni  ,n-  to  other  branches  of  expenditure 
shall  be  hereafter  made."  The  transfers  made  by  virtue  of  this  authority  are  required  to  be  reported  to 
Congress. 

These  laws  were  not,  until  recently,  strictly  observed  in  the  practice  of  the  Department.  The 
Secretary  has  made  numerous  advances  out  of  various  appropriations  for  the  nae  of  others;  and  disbursing 
officers  have  not  accounted  for  "  the  application  of  such  moneys  accordiau'  to  the  aiiprojiriations  under 
which  the  same  were  drawn."  In  this  manner,  extensive  translers  ha,\e  been  niadi'  IVoin  some  appropria- 
tions to  others,  without  the  iiderposition  of  the  President,  and  without  re.^ard  to  the  limitation  prescribed 
by  the  act  of  1820. 

Advances  under  one  head  of  appropriation  for  the  use  of  another,  Imve  arisen  from  a  deficiency  in 
some  appropriations,  and  a  rediindanry  in  others.  When  the  deiiciency  lirst  originated,  it  is  difficult  to 
ascertain.  Some  of  the  appropriations  were  exhausted  in  the  year  182T,  as  early  as  May.  Several  were 
in  the  same  condition  before  the  ch>se  oT  tiie  year.  When  the  imvy  a^aaits  or  pursers  asked  for  money 
under  one  of  these  exliaiisied  heads,  llm  Sei-retary  sent  it  under  otlna-  heads  which  were  not  exhausted, 
with  the  object,  and  soineiinas  wiili  in^lnirtiunii,  that  it  should  be  applied  to  the  use  of  "appropriations" 
other  than  those  "under  which  the  saiin'  was  drawn."  As  the  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  navy 
did  not  pass  until  the  19lh  day  of  .March,  1828,  the  same  practice  was  extended  into  that  year,  until 
nearly  all  the  appropriations  wa-n'   exhausttal. 

This  deficiency  of  appropriations  was  not  communicated  to  Congress.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
estimated  for  the  nsnal  aniouats  In-  the  service  of  l-^-J^,  and,  to  obviate  in  future  a  portion  of  the  incon- 
veniences which  hi'  \vas  suirerin--,  asked  also  ap|>ropriat ions  for  the  first  quarter  of  1829,  which  were 
granted  by  an  act  appi-oved  -Jtih  May,  Is-js.  Tho  consei|iii.'nce  was,  that  some  of  the  appropriations 
were  a,!j,-ain  exliunsteil  belore  ihe  close  of  ISi'S,  and  the  jnactice  of  advaneiiiL;'  out  of  other  appropriations 
was  again  resuineil.  l)iiriiiu'  Ihe  last  two  months  of  the  var,  howevei-,  inanv  laills  for  money  were  laid 
over,  and,  afler  the  lirst  of  .iaaaary,  paid   ont  of  the  ajipropriations  for  the  sla'vice  of  1829. 

A  mure  direct  and  palpable  t  ransl'er  \vas  ol'ieii  ell'ecleil  by  an  aihaima'  to  a  disbursing  officer  under 
one  head  of  appropriation,  with  insiriictions  to  dei)osit  it  in  bank,  ti>  the  creilil  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  under  another.  In  these  cases  the  only  object  ol'  diawin--  the  money  from  the  Treasury 
was  that  it  might  bi'  paid  back  a-ain  nnder  aiiotlier  liead  of  apjuoinaal  ion.  Thus,"  at  one  time  in  1828, 
the  sum  of  $10,920.68  \vas  sent  to  the  navy  agent  at  Boston  out  of  the  appropriation  for  repairs  of 
vessels,  and  he  was  directed  l)y  the  leiier  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  deposit  it  to  the  credit  of  tlie 
appropriation  for  building  ten  sloips-o|-v,ar,  which  was  exhausted.  This  appears  on  the  books  of  the 
Fourth  Auditor  as  an  advance  under  "  repairs  of  vessels,"  and  a  disbursement  under  "ten  sloops-of-war," 
when,  in  fact,  it  was  a  mere  transier.  Al  another  time,  in  the  same  year,  the  sum  of  $20,000,  and  at 
another  the  sum  of  S  ts.-Jil'.i'.i:^  were  |ilarcd  in  llie  hamls  of  Georg'e  Macdaniel,  special  agent  of  the  Navy 
Department,  and  a  clerk  in  this  oflice,  with  instructions  to  deposit  them  under  other  heads  than  those 
from  which  they  had  been  drawn.  These  sums  enter  into  his  accounts  as  advances  under  one  set  of 
heads,  and  disbursements  under  another.  But  these  were  merely  transfers  from  one  appropriation  to 
another. 

When  an  account  was  settled,  and  a  sum  found  due  to  an  individual  from  an  appropriation  which 
was  exhausted,  he  was  sometimes  paid  by  an  advance  out  of  another  appropriation.  A  case  of  this  kind 
occurs  in  the  account  of  the  contractor  for  slop  clothing  at  Boston.  In  January,  1828,  his  account  was 
exandned,  and  it  was  found  that  the  sum  of  $10,697.86  was  due  to  him  from  "pay  afloat,"  which  was 
exhausted.  On  beim;-  apprised  of  this  fact,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  issued  a  requisition  advancing 
to  the  contractor  sKi.Ci'.iT.sCi  out  of  the  appropriation  for  provisions.  On  the  same  day  his  account  was 
reported,  in  which  he  was  eliar--ed  with  $10,697.86  under  "provisions,"  and  credited  with  the  sum  under 
"pay  afloat."  Thus  the  account  now  stands.  He  oNves  the  government  nothing,  for  he  has  received  no 
more  than  was  due  to  him;  but  it  was  paid  out  of  an  appropriation  to  which  it  was  not  chargeable 
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The  amounts  ascertained  to  have  been  transferred  from  one  set  of  appropriations  to  another,  during 
the  year  1828,  in  the  three  modes  ah-eady  mentioned,  are  as  follows,  viz: 

Transferred  to  pay  afloat: 

From  provisions $87 ,  009  52 

From  gradual  improvement 40,000  00 

From  shore  stations 17  352  28 

'- $144,861   80 

Transferred  to  gradual  increase  of  the  navy: 

From  ten  sloops-of-war $43,203  88 

From  pay  afloat 4 ,  000  00 

From  gradual  improvement 48,229   92 

95,433  80 

Transferred  to  ten  sloops-of-war: 

From  repairs  of  vessels $26,513  53 

From  gradual  increase 24 ,  9S5  29 

From  gradual  improvement 14 ,  500  00 

From  provisions 2,387  00 

68,385  82 

Transferred  to  gradual  improvement: 
From  pay  afloat 40,000  00 

Transferred  to  repairs  of  vessels: 
From  provisions 10,751  22 

Transferred  to  contingent  for  1828: 

From  provisions $7 ,  036  60 

From  shore  stations 525  30 

From  pay  marine  corps 113  81 

7,675  71 

Transferred  to  contingent  for  1827: 
From  contingent,  not  enumerated,  for  1827 2,543  45 

Transferred  to  dry  docks: 
From  gradual  improvement 4 ,  273  93 

Transferred  to  superintendents  of  navy  yards: 
From  shore  stations 500  00 


$380,425   73 


Some  of  these  transfers,  made  before  the  appropriations  were  passed,  in  the  early  part  of  1828, 
were  replaced  hj  other  transfers,  made  after  the  passage  of  the  appropriation  bill,  all  of  which  are 
included  in  the  foregoing  statement.  It  is  probable  the  real  transfers  through  indii-ect  means  were  much 
greater,  but  it  is  imposs'ible  to  arrive  at  positive  certainty  as  to  their  amcmnt.  A  limited  investigation 
has  led  me  to  believe  that  those  transactions  were  still  more  extensive  in  1827.  It  is  quite  certain  that 
they  would  have  been  more  so  in  1828  had  not  the  appropriations  for  the  first  quarter  of  1829  been  made 
almost  a  year  in  advance.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  instead  of  paying  calls  for  funds  out  of  other 
appropi-iations,  as  he  did  in  the  latter  part  of  1827,  suspended  many  of  those  made  in  November  and 
December,  1828,  until  after  the  1st  of  January,  1829,  and  then  paid  them  out  of  the  appropriations  for 
the  first  quarter  of  that  year.  The  exact  amount  thus  suspended  and  paid  cannot  be  readily  ascertained. 
The  following  amounts  embrace  all  that  is  positively  known  to  have  been  paid,  viz: 

Calls  for  repairs  of  vessels,  received  in  November  and  December,  1828,  and  paid  in  January, 

1829 r-r-     •:•:•••  $53,747    92 

Calls  for  pay  afloat,  received  in  November  and  December,  1828,  and  paid  in  January,  1829,  13,623  00 
Contingent  for  1828,  received  in  November  and  December,  1828,  and  paid  out  of  contingent 

for  1829 ..r 6,993  32 

Provisions  received  in  November  and  December,  1828,  and  paid  in  January,  1829 2,859  20 

Shore  stations,  received  in  November  and  December,  1829,  and  paid  in  January,  1829 1,185  00 

$78,408  44 

It  is  obvious,  that,  had  these  calls  been  met  when  received,  whether  paid  out  of  the  right  appropri- 
ations or  not,  it  would  have  increased  the  expenditures  of  1828,  $78,408.44,  and  diminished  those  of 
1829  in  a  like  sum,  alfecting  the  relative  expenditures  of  the  two  years  $156,816.88. 

Of  the  advances  included  in  the  foregoing  table  of  transfers  for  the  year  1828,  the  following  were 
made,  not  to  be  disbursed,  but  to  be  repaid  into  the  Treasury  under  other  heads  of  appropriations, 
viz: 

1828. 
March  28.  Advanced  to  J.  K.  Paulding,  navy  agent  at  New  York,  out  of  appropriation  for 
pay  afloat,  with  directions  to   deposit  it  in  the  United  States  Branch  Benk  in 
that  city,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  under  the  head 

of  appropriation  for  "gradual  improvement  of  the  navy" $40,000  00 

N.  B.  This  was  to  replace  $40,000  which,  in  February  of  that  year,  had 
been  advanced  to  him  under  "gradual  improvement,"  to  be  expended  under 
"  pay  afloat." 
VOL.  III. 104  I, 
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April     10    Advanrcd   to  Geo.  Macdaniel,   special   agjent,  out  of  "ten  sloops-of-war,"  to  be 

dr-pusit<Ml  ,,11,1,. r  "gradual  iiicn'a«e  of  the  navy" $20,000  00 

June      10    Ailvaiiccd  tn  (ic.i-v  Harris. m,  navy  agent  at  Philadelphia,  out  of  "pay  atloat," 

with  . linn  inn  to  deposit  it  iiii.kT  "gradual  increase" 4,000  00 

June      11.  Deiiosiicd  hy  li.  1>.  llairis,  navy  agent  at  Boston,  out  of  other   moneys  on  hand, 

to  tlie  credit  of  "  ten  aloop.s-of-war  " 7 ,  366  22 

July        1.  i\[iles  King  was  directed  to  deposit,  of  moneys  on  hand,  to  the  credit  of  "ten 

sloops-of-war" 9,043  96 

Au"-ust   1    Advaiircd  tn  H.  D.  Harris,  out  of  "  repairs  of  vessels,"  with  directions  to  deposit 

under  "LMislunps-of-war" 20,920  68 

Oct        15.   Advaiic.Ml  1,,  Miles   King,  navy  agent  at  Nnrfnlk,  out   of  "repairs  of  vessels," 

with  diivetions  to  deposit  under  "  ten  slooiis-of-war  " 5,226   12 

He  was  at  the  same  tiiin'  din.'eled  to  deposit  under  "ten  sloops-of-war"  the  sum 

of  $3,917.11,  then  .ill  h.uid   under  "navy  yards" 3,917   11 

Dec  4    Advanced  to  (ie'ii^-i' Maeduniel,  dut  of  "  gradual  improvement,"  to  be  deposited 

under  "graduarinciea.se  " 48,229   90 

Dec  8.  Deposited  by  same  out  of  appropriations  unknown,  to  the  credit  of  "contingent 

for  1828  " 1 ,  000  00 


AVhole  amount  thus  transferred $159, 703  99 


There  are  two  modes  by  which  the  moneys  thus  tran.sferrod  are  replaced,  and  the  accounts  of  the 
disbursing  officers  adjusted.  One  is  by  the  process  already  ilesi-iibed,  of  sending  to  the  officer  a  sum  of 
monej'  under  one  head  of  appropriation,  to  be  deposited  tn  lln'  eicilit  of  the  Treasurer  under  another. 
For  example:  In  February,  1828,  the  navy  agent  at  New  York  wanted  $40,000  under  "pay  afloat,"  but 
that  appropriation  was  e.xhaustcd.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  sent  him  $40,000  out  of  "gradual 
improvement,"  to  be  e.xpenilid  I'it  "pay  allnat."  The  agent  was,  therefore,  charged  with  $40,000  under 
"  gradual  improvement,""  aiid,  iipnii  settlement  of  his  accounts,  was  credited  with  $40,000  under  " pay 
afloat."  After  the  appinpriationa  for  lti2S  were  made,  the  Secretary  sent  him  $40,000  under  "pay  afloat," 
and  diieeted  liim  tu  ileposit  it  under  "gradual  improvement."  This  operation  raised  a  charge  against 
him  of  :i;l(i,(i()ii  umler  "pay  afloat,"  and  a  like  credit  under  "gradual  improvement,"  which  balanced 
those  createil  hy  the  l',)nner  operation. 

The  other  mode  is,  by  a  transfer  in  the  settlement  i)f  acenunts  without  passing  the  money  through 
the  hands  of  the  disbursing  officer,  or  taking  it  out  nf  tiie 'IVea; my.  I'or  example:  An  advance  of 
$10,000  is  made  to  the  navy  agent  at  Boston  out  of  "  i)r()visi(ins,"'  which  he  is  directed  to  expend  for  "pay 
afloat."  When  his  account  is  settled  it  appears  that  he  is  charged  with  $10,000  under  "provisions,"  and 
credited  witli  I  he  same  sum  under  "  pay  afloat."  This  becomes  a  debt  from  "  pay  afloat"  to  "  provisions." 
To  pay  this  dilit,  and  adjust  the  agent's  account,  transfer  and  counter  requisitions,  as  they  are  called, 
are  issued,  which  charge  him  under  "pay  afloat"  with  $10,000,  and  carry  it  to  his  credit  under  "provi- 
sions." This  adjusts  the  account,  and  transfers  $10,000  from  "pay  afloat"  to  "provisions,"  in  the 
Treasury. 

The  whole  amount  thus  transferred  in  1828  was  $170,764.06. 

It  had  been  drawn  from  the  following  appropriatious,  viz: 

Pay  afloat $136,212  27 

Contingent  prior  to  1824 1 ,  008  25 

Contingent  for  1827 2,443  84 

Pay  for  marine  corps 2,  778  06 

Ordnance  4 , 187  09 

Gradual  increase 2, 657  97 

Hospital 132  01 

Contingent  for  1825 738  57 

Repairs  of  vessels 7 ,  092  36 

Gradual  improvement 8 ,  631   36 

Contingent  for  1828 336  40 

Contingent  for  1826 189  25 

Ship  houses 190   00 

Ten  sloops-of-war 1 ,5   79 

Contingent  for  1825,  not  enumerated 91    12 

Pay  of  stations 3,863  97 

Provisions 155  75 

Survey  of  coast  of  North  Carolina 40  00 


$170,764  06 


It  had  been  expended,  and  was  accounted  for  under  the  following  heads,  viz: 

Prohibition  of  the  slave  trade $3,237  46 

Contingent  for  1827,  not  enumerated 580  01 

Repairs  of  vessels 10,897  33 

Hospital 7,913  22 

Superintendents 1,112  95 

Navy  yards 349  21 

Ordnance 410  55 

Pay   afloat 5,077  56 

Contingent  for  1828 2,574  94 

Contingent  for  1827 1,159  76 

Contingent  for  1824,  not  enumerated 125  00 

Contingent  for  1825,  not  enumerated. . , 200  00 
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Pay.&c,  marine  corps $32,079  54 

ProyisK  ns    .  .    .  .  . 78, 184  31 

ron  ui-ciit    ;  n-     s-i, 2, 733   78 

(.oiitiiiuciit  lor  1  ^l'i,.  i;Mt   enunierated 2(59   70 

Cdiitiii-Hul  loi-  ls:]s,  n,,t   enumerated '.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.  85  50 

Sv  T  "'Ci'ln"^''"' v.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.  14,909  31 

r.i\  ut  fetation^ _  ■•>  912   12 

Contingent  prior  to  1824 ;  .  /. '_  3^  ,515  45 

Contmgenttor     824 2,197   09 

Coutingent  tor   lb2o 939  26 

§170,764  06 

These  transfers  repair,  in   some  degree,  the  confnsion  thrown   into  the   accounts  of  the   disbursing 

officers,  by  advances  under  wrong  heads,  and  other  causes  which  produce  expenditures  of  money  undel!- 
other  heads  of  appropriation  than  those  from  which  it  is  drawn. 

The  amount  ascertained  to  have  been  transferred  by  advances  out  of  one  set  of  appropriations  for 
the  use  of  another  in  1829,  are  as  follows: 

Transferred  to  contingent  for  1828: 

From  provisions $6,278  27 

From  contingent  for  1829 4    n  1   09 

'- $10,389  36 

Transferred  to  ten  sloops-of-war: 

From  provisions 4  573  53 

Transferred  to  pay  afloat: 

From  provisions 32   711   32 

Transferred  to  medicines: 

From  provisions 3  20O  00 

Transferred  to  repairs  of  vessels: 

From  provisions 13,336  42 

Transferred  to  contingent  for  1829: 

From  provisions 6, 900  00 

Transferred  to  navy  hospital: 

From  pay  afloat 9, 000  00 

Transferred  to  gradual  improvement: 

From  navy  yards 6, 500  00 

§86,610  63 

There  was  no  instance,  in  1829,  of  money  being  drawn  out  of  one  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of 
being  deposited  to  the  credit  of  another,  and  thus  effecting  a  transfer. 

The  whole  amount  of  transfers  in  the  settlement  of  accounts  in  1829,  was  $399,653.74.  Tliis  money 
had  been  drawn  from  the  following  appropriations: 

Contingent  prior  to  1824 $3  30 

Contingent  for  1824 164  88 

Contingent  for  1825 33  14 

Ordnance 327   65 

Navy  pension  fund , 12,745   71 

Ten  sloops-of-war 17,060  82 

Navy  yards 218  00 

Contingent  for  1826 180  82 

Prohibition  of  slave  trade 522  99 

Gradual  increase 75,302  18 

Graduul    iinpn.veinent 41,558  24 

Kepairs  nl   >lnni,s 5,078  06 

Contiii-ciit  Inr  1827,  not  enumerated 149  43 

Contingent  for   1827 5,590  92 

Hospitals 3 ,  192  58 

Pay  of  stations 22,302  28 

Contingent  for  1828,  not  enumerated 100  00 

Pay  of  marine   corps 5,011   08 

Contingent  for  1829 11,807   67 

Contingent  for  1828 5,170  69 

Superintendents 2 ,  881  36 

Pay  afloat 1 1  6,  753  75 

Repairs  of  vessels 7 1 ,  460  28 

Provisions 3,990  14 

Navy  hospitals  (building) 1,047  82 

$399,653  74 
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It  luid  beeu  expended,  and  was  accounted  for  under  the  following-  heads,  viz: 

,            f,,,.,,                                                                              $310  61 

Ten  sloops-of-war ^^^■,   eo 

Contingent   1829,  not  enumerated '211 

Contingent  prior  to  1824 „   JO  0" 


Arrearages  . 


2,114  44 


Superintendents '^,   -  It 

Contingent  for  1827,  not  enumerated :„o  ^o 

Contingent  fur  1827 l'J9o  63 

Contingent  t;.  1829 ! ! ! ! ! ! ; ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !  1:8 

Payot  stations ' 

Contingent  for  1824 • 103  00 

Contingent  for   1828,  not  enu>nerated !  'JSS   vJ 

Contingentfor   1828 M^J  ^9 

Gradual   improvement ?n'^n^  no 

P,..>rl„..l    ITUTflciP                                10,o07    02 

Gradual   inciease 4Q   1 1  7   9S 

Pay  of  marine  corps o '  i  I  ^, 

Ordnance 3,714  27 

Survey  of  Savannah  river 50  00 

Hospitals 4,481  94 

Navy  pension  fund -  ^» 

Navy  yards S' 0^7  96 

Provisions '^007   9b 

Pay  afloat ^ffl  Jl 

Repairsof  vessels °' ,*.   ^^ 

Suppression  of  slave  trade '^  oo 

Reimbursement  marshal  of  Florida 208  32 

Navy  hospitals   (building) 1,047  82 

Contingent  for  1825 231   12 

Laborers 1 ,  bbO  4o 

Rewarding  crew  of  the  ^Yasp 10,  HI   13 

$399,653  74 


Thus  were  $399,653.74,  expended  under  wrong  heads  of  appropriation,  brought  back  to  the  proper 
heads  in  1829. 

The  whole  amount  advanced  out  of  one  appropriation  for  the  use  of  another,  in  the  three  first  quarters 
of  1830,  was  $2,366..  This  was  a  draft  of  the  navy  agent  at  Valparaiso,  upon  contingent  for  1829,  which 
was  exhausted,  and'it  was  accordingly  paid  out  of  contingent  for  1830. 

The  whole  amount  of  transfers  in  the  settlement  of  accounts,  during  the  three  first  quarters  of  1880, 
is  $344,295.18.     This  money  had  been  drawn  from  the  following  appropriations,  viz: 

Pay  and  subsistence  of  marine  corps $4,488  65 

Ten  sloops-of-war 1,072   86 

Survey  of  Savannah  river 264  7  7 

Gradual  improvement 8,362  01 

Gradual   increase 5,070  72 

Contingent  for  1830 ^  7.:)3  27 

Repairs  of  Brandy  wine 3 ,  022  00 

Rewarding  Captain   Elliot,  &c 3, 180  44 

Provisions   Hi-anavwinc 729   00 

Contin-rnt   t^r  1S27 221   99 

Pay  and  sul.sisten.v 98,738   62 

Medicines  and  hospital  stores 2, 969  01 

Navy  yards 3,926  72 

Shore  stations 66  32 

Superhitendents 1 ,474  28 

Contingent  for  1828 33,783  38 

Provisions 38,671  25 

Ordnance 959  81 

Repairs 18,401   68 

Pay   afloat 69,686  28 

Contingent  for  1829 35,205  81 

Navy   pension  fund 720  00 

Laborers 4 ,  000  00 

Contingent  1829,  not  enumerated 257  37 

Ship-houses 230  00 

Contingent  1826 1 ,20 

Reimbursement  marshal  Florida 50   21 

Contingent  marine  corps 857   46 

Pay,  &c.,  Brandywine 6,000  00 

Contingent  prior  to  1824 182  38 

Contingent  for  1825 780  79 

Contingent  for  1827,  not  enumerated 70  50 

Contingent  for  1828,  not  enumerated 96  40 

S344,295  28 
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It  had  been  expended,  and  was  accounted  for  under  the  following-  heads,  viz: 

Pay  and  subsistence  marine  corps ^40  §9]^  44 

Ten  sloop-of-war ...'.'..'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'..  is'sn  83 

Gradual    increase 24   jq'j  45 

Contingent  for  IbSO '  4' 424  95 

Repairs  vf  Bnui.ly win(> .'..'.'.'..'.'.'.  '   43  11 

Provisions  .,1  i'.raiKlyw.ne 3,086  15 

Conting-eiil  U<v  is-i: g2  04 

Pay  and  snl.Mstcnee 32,291  31 

1'  ''■''   ^^•'" ^■'■■■^ 58  33 

(;i  a.lnal    niipiuvemcnt 186  12 

I^ledicincs  and    hospital  stores 17,592  74 

Navy  yards 10,437  47 

Shore  stations g  'j3g  12 

Superintendents 7'  262  84 

Conting-ent  1828 g  921  §6 

Provisions 108/J77  89 

Ordnance 643  50 

Repairs 48 ,480  57 

Pay  afloat 2,757  09 

Rewarding  officers  and  crew  of  Wasp 720  00 

Contingent  for  1829 6,344  45 

Contingent  for  1829,  not  enumerated 228  75 

Contingent  for  1828,  not  enumerated 1 ,507  89 

Clothing  marine  corps 4,571  37 

Medicines,  &c.,  marine  corps 348  qO 

Reimbursement  marslial  Florida 304  95 

Arrearages  prior  to  1828 203  50 

Contingent  marine  corps 1 ,  763  41 

Fuel  marine  corps 230  22 

Pay,  &c.,  Brandywine 6, 729  00 

Contingent  prior  to  1824 - 17  14 

Contingent  for  1824 235  17 

Contingent  for  1825 807  07 

Medicines  Brandywine 48  25 

Contingent  for  1826 2  60 

$344,295  18 


Thus  have  $344,295.18,  expended  under  wrong  heads  of  appropriation,  been  brought  back  to  the 
proper  heads  in  the  three  first  quarters  of  1830. 

The  great  increase  of  these  transfers  in  1829  and  1830,  has  arisen  from  a  persevering  effort  on  the 
part  of  the  accounting  ofBcers  to  adjust  the  appropriation  accounts  as  far  as  possible. 

These  transfers  take  no  money  out  of  the  Treasury,  but  they  change  the  amounts  standing  to  the 
debit  and  credit  of  the  several  appropriations  in  the  Treasury.  For  instance:  There  has  been  transferred 
to  "laborers"  in  1830,  from  other  appropriations,  $4,000,  which  increased  the  amount  standing  to  the 
credit  of  that  appropriation  in  that  sum,  and  it  was  drawn  and  deducted  from  other  appropriations. 
Again:  There  has  been  tiansferred  to  "pay  and  subsistence"  the  sum  "l  S'.ts,T:i>!.62;  but  there  was  trans- 
ferred/ro?)i  that  appropriation  to  others,  the  sum  of  $32,291.31.  I>eiluel  the  latter  sum  from  the  former, 
and  it  leaves  $66,447.31,  which  is  the  net  amount  carried  to  the  ercMlit  ot  that  appropriation  by  this 
process  in  the  three  first  quarters  of  1830.  There  has  been  transferred  to  "provisions"  the  sum  of 
$38,671.25;  but  there  was  transferred/ram  that  appropriation  to  others,  the  sum  of  $108,977.89  Deduct 
the  former  sum  from  the  latter,  and  it  will  show  that  "provisions"  has  been  reduced  by  this  process 
$70,306.64.      Ill  like  manner  tlie  extent  to  which  anv  appropriatiun  has  been  affected  may  be  ascertained. 

These  trausteis  c.nstitnte  the  „„.aHs  used  l,y  tiiis  ullice  tu  reuicly  the  .Tiurs  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment in  making-  wroug-  aihaiices,  and  ef  dislMirsiug  ullicers  in  ex|)cudMig-  under  wrong  heads  the  moneys 
remitted  to  tliem.  1  prcsiuue  it  ()ri--iiiated,  <ir  at  least  aciiuired  cuusisteucy,  from  a  letter  of  Secretary 
Crowninshield  U>  the  I'uurili  Auditor,  dated  March  Mth,  1S17,  which  read   as  follows,  viz: 

"You  are  herel>y  auili.n  i/.ei|  Xn  Hauslei-  to  nr  tr.nu  the  respective  heads  of  appropriation,  as  the  case 
may  be,  any  excess  m-  ilelicieiicy  that  luay  anse  ill  the  scitleuieiit  of  accounts  for  the  naval  expenditure." 

Although  these  traiislers  are.  perhaps,  ahs,4ut.ly  ueees^.ary  tu  seme  extent,  because  it  "is  impracti- 
cable for  distant  agents  and  pursers  at  sea  tu  cnnliii.;  llieir  expenditures  undei-  eaili  head  of  appropria- 
tion to  tile  exact  ainniint  uf  ncuiey  receiveil  iiiiiler  that  head,  witheiit  siaiuiis  (leuiiiiellt  to  the  public 
service,  yet  they  have  been  made  neces.sary  chiefly  by  heedless  calls  on  the  part  ef  disl)ursing  officers, 
and  improper  advances  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  It  enables  the  Secretarj^  to  anticipate  appropria- 
tions. For  instance:  In  1828  the  appropriations  for  "pay  afloat"  is  exhausted;  money  is  called  for  under 
that  head;  he  sends  it  out  of  "  provisions:"  in  1829  the  account  of  the  disbursing  officer  is  presented  for 
settlement;  the  An. liter  finds  that  he  is  charged  with  $10,000  under  "  previsi-uis,"  but  he  is  obliged  to 
credit  him  witii  the  sani!'  inenev  under  "pay  afloat,"  because  that  was  the  doject  upon  which  it  was 
expended;  the  amount  is  then  tiauslerred  in  the  settlement  of  the  account,  by  wh eh  $10,000  in  the 
Treasury  is  shifted  from  ■•pay  alloat"  to  "provisions."  The  consequence  is,  that  "  j. ay  afloat "  is  charged, 
in  1829,  with  a  part  of  the  expenditure  for  that  object  in  1828.  The  appropriation  for  "  pay  afloat"  made 
for  the  service  of  1829  has  been  anticipated  in  1828;  and  the  transfer  in  this  case  is  not  only  a  transfer 
from  one  appropriation  to  another,  but  from  one  year  to  another. 

To  illustrate  this  idea  more  fully,  let  us  take  an  existing  case.  On  the  27th  October,  1827,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  addressed  to  the  Fourth  Auditor  a  letter  of  the  following  import,  viz: 

"I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  this  day  caused  a  requisition  to  be  issued  in  favor  of 
Mr.  George  Macdaniel,  special  agent,  for  the  sum  of  $65,594.06,  say  sixty-five  thousand  five  hundred  and 
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ninety-four  dollars  and  si.x  cents,  under  the  head  of  'provisions,'  being  the  balance  due  from  'pay  afloat' 
to  the  naval  hospital  fund.  I  have  to  request  the  necessary  transfer  in  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Macdaniel's 
account." 

Thus  "provisions"  was  made  to  pay  a  debt  of  $65,594.06  due  from  "pay  afloat,"  and  the  latter  appro- 
priation became  indebted  to  the  former  in  that  sum.  The  "necessary  transfer  in  the  settlement  of  Mr. 
Macdaniel's  accnuiit  "  lias  never  been  made,  and  he  is  still  charged  with  tliis  sum  under  "provisions," 
which  is  li;ilaii(((l  liy  credits  under  other  heads.     If  the  transfer  were  now  made,  its  effect  would  be  to 


reduce 

$65,594.00,  which  wouh 
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The  disbursing  ofli( 
which  their  drafts  are 
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for  an  adiuslnictil  upui 
exhausted  some  ol'  tlic  aiipK^uial 
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f  called  "  pay  and  subsistence,"  for  the  service  of  1830, 
■  other  appropriations.  It  would  be  paying  an  expen- 
ati.nis  n.r  llial  (.Ljcctin  1880. 

I  sea,  pay  fuo  little  regard  to  the  appropriations  upon 
t  any  estimate  of  the  amounts  which  they  may  need 
\v  iipim  "  pay  afloat,"  now  merged  in  "  pay  and  subsist- 
ilic  money  for  "provisions"  and  other  objects,  and  rely 
iicnt  of  their  accounts.  This  practice  has  doubtless 
lii'V  would  have  been,  had  the  pursers'  drafts  been  pro- 
■;  were  $78,184.31,  in  1829  $76,007.96,  and  in  the  three 

Ik-  transfers /o  "pay  afloat"  were,  in  1828  $136,212.27, 
"  and  "pay  afloat"  in  the  three  first  quarters  Of  1830, 
iMiii;-  now  nicr,t;'i'il  under  the  general  head  of  "pay  and 
,  and  I  may  add  viulation  of  the  law,  was  produced  by 
iiiirc  lit  it   has  spniiig  from  the  carelessness  of  pursers 

II  of  tlicir  drafts  should  have  brcii  uiion  "provisions" 
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traii.sferred  in  tlie  seLllenient  uf  accuunls,  appear  un  tlie  books  of  the  Treasury  as  csprncUlures  under  one 
head,  and  repaymenln  under  another.  They  are  charged  to  the  appropriations  from  which  they  were  drawn 
as  expenditures,  and  credited  to  those  to  which  they  are  transferred  as  repayments.  They  are  so  reported 
to  Congress. 

In  the  Second  Comptroller's  report  of  the  expenditures  of  1828,  the  amount  of  repayments  is 
represented  to  be  $369,909.94. 

This  sum  is  thus  made  up,  viz: 

Amount  drawn  out  of  one  set  of  appropriations  and  deposited  to  the  credit  of  another. . . .   $155,744  01 

Amount  transferred  in  the  settlement  of  accounts 170, 764  06 

Amount  actually  repaid 43,401  87 


$369,909  94 


It  hence  appears,  that,  of  the  $309,909.94  reported  as  repayments  in  1828,  only  $43,401.87  were 
actually  repaid. 

So,  for  1829,  the  repayments,  as  reported,  were  $675,666.89. 

Amounts  transferred  in  settlement  of  accounts $399,353  74 

Placed  in  the  Treasury  to  the  credit  of  navy  hospitals,  privateer  pension  fund,   and  navy 

pension  fund,  (it  being  a  new  arrangement) 188, 787  62 

Amount  actually  repaid 87 ,  225  53 

$675,666  89 


It  hence  appears,  that,  of  the  $675,666.89  reported  as  repayments  in  1829,  only  $87,225.53  were 
actually  repaid. 

So  for  the  three  first  quarters  of  1830,  the  sum  appearing  on  the  books  of  the  Trearurj'  as  as  repay- 
ments is  $568,676.28. 

Amount  transferred  in  settlement  of  accounts $344 ,  295   18 

Deposited  to  credit  of  privateer  pension  fund 53, 546  02 

Deposited  to  credit  of  navy  pension  fund 72, 299  62 

Amount  actually  repaid 98,535  46 

$568,676  28 


It  hence  appears,  that,  of  the  sum  of  $568,676.28,  which,  according  to  established  forms,  is  denomi- 
nated repayments,  during  the  three  first  quarters  of  the  present  year,  only  $98,535.46  have  been  actually 


repaid. 
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s  repayments  are  added  to  the  amount  of  appropriations  in  the  Second  Comptroller's 
le  aiiioiiiit  applicable  to  the  service  of  the  year.  So  far  as  they  are  composed  of 
appropriation,  and  deposited  to  the  credit  of  another,  they  are  twice  added  in — 
appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  year,  and  again  in  the  column  of  repayments. 
iiposcd  (if  Slims  transferred  in  the  settlement  of  accounts,  they  are  included"  in  the 
s,  arc  added  in  as  a  part  of  the  amount  applicable  to  the  service  of  the  year,  and, 
-•oiii^-,  arc  included  in  the  column  of  cNpcnditures.  The  amounts  reported  as  repay- 
plicahlc  to  the  service  of  tlii'  year,  and   tli<'  amount  of  cxpeiidil iires,  are,   therefore, 

senl.M  as  -reater  tliaii  llii'V  really  are,   I  .y  the  exact  ai iiit  of  these  transfers.      The 

amount  in  the  Treasury  to  the  credit  of  each  head  of  appropriation,  but  does  not 
loitaiit  fact  that  many  of  the  appropriations  are  actually  overdrawn,  and  in  debt  to 
its.  'fhis  is  not  the  fault  of  the  Second  Comptroller,  nor  of  the  system:  but  of  the 
d  its  dislmr.siiig  officers.  It  has  not  been  considered  the  duty  of  the  Second  Comp- 
requisition  upon  "  pay  and  subsistence"  is  intended  for  the  use  of  "  provisions."  It 
only  duty  to  charge  it  to  the  appropriation  upon  which  it  is  drawn.     But  so  great 
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have  been  the  irregularities  of  the  Navy  Department,  and  its  disbursing  offi:ors  in  making  drafts,  that 
the  Second  Comptr.)ller'.s  booivs  have  lung  since  ceased  to  sh;)w  accurately  upon  what  objects,  or  nudor 
wliat  heads  of  appropriation,  the  public  moneys  appropriated  for  the  use  of  that  Dcpari incut  lia\e 
been  expeuded;  ni)r  is  it  possible  from  those  books  to  ascertain,  at  least  before  a  final  s.ii|.  i,,  in  ,,r 
accounts  and  transfer  of  balances.  The  reports  made  out  from  them  have  been  deceptive,  'llnx-  u(  htuI- 
ly  show  a  small  balance  on  hand  under  every  appropriation,  but  this  balance  is  often  pr(scr\r.i  iiy  draw- 
ing largely  under  other  heads  for  the  use  of  that  which  is  so  nearly  exhausted.  Tims  "puv  all.iui"  was 
reported  to  have  on  hand  $279.67,  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1828,  when  it  is  weil  known  tliat  at  one 
time  $65,000,  and  large  sums  at  other  times,-werc  drawn  from  other  appropriations,  within  the  year 
1827,  for  its  use;  so  that  it  was  substantially  overdrawn  on  that  day  about  $100,000. 

The  only  moans  of  approximating  the  true  state  of  the  appropriations,  are  found  on  the  credit  side  of 
the  books  of  this  oiSce.  The  debit  side  agrees  with  the  Second  Comptroller's  books,  but  the  credit  side 
shows  the  heads  of  appropriation  under  which  moneys  advanced  have  been  applied  and  accounted  for. 
By  the  system  which  the  law  prescribes,  the  advance  and  the  account  rendered  should  be  under  the  same 
head.     The  irregularities  produced  by  variances  were  rectified  by  transfers  in  the  settlement  of  accounts, 

In  1828,  to  the  amount  of $170,764  06 

In  1829,  to  the  amount  of 399 ,653  74 

In  1830,  three  quarters,  to  the  amount  of 344,295   18 

$914,712  98 

In  fact,  each  of  these  transfers  adjusted  its  exact  amount  under  two  heads  of  appropriation,  one  on 
the  debit  and  the  other  on  the  credit  side  of  the  accounts;  so  that  the  irregularities  adjusted  were  near 
two  millions  of  dollars. 

To  exhibit  the  actual  condition  of  the  appropriation,  as  well  as  personal  accounts  in  this  office,  I 
transmit  herewith  six  tables. 

Table  marked  A  shows  tlie  balances  wliich  have  been  due  to  the  Navy  Department,  under  each  head 
of  ap|iropi-iatioii,  more  than  threi'  years,  in  cases  where  there  are  no  credits. 

Table  marked  15  shows  the  like  balances  due  less  than  three  years  (with  some  small  credits). 

Table  marked  C  shows  the  balances  in  individual  accounts,  both  debit  and  credit,  which  cannot  be 
closed  without  further  appropriations  or  transfers. 

Table  marked  D  shows  the  outstanding  advances  to  disbursing  officers. 

Table  marked  E  shows  the  credits  entered  to  individuals  to  whom  there  arc  no  debits. 

Table  marked  F  is  a  recapitulation  of  all  the  other  tables,  exhibiting,  also,  the  balance  in  the 
Treasury  under  each  head  of  appropriation. 

The  aggregate  amount  to  be  adjusted  under  each  head  of  appropriation,  including  both  debit  and 
credit  balances,  is  as  follows,  viz: 

Pay  and  subsistence $2,853,219  17 

Trovisions 1, 109,428  68 

Medicines  and  hospital  stores 93,463  78 

Repairs  of  vessels 447,121  97 

Ordnance 89,887  82 

Navy  yards 125,056  79 

Gradual  improvement 307,  760  76 

Superintendents 44,876  54 

Contingent  prior  to  1824 388,790  53 

Shore  stations 47,886  55 

Increase 138, 121  03 

Contingent  for  1824 38,484  92 

Contingent  for  1825 149,330  19 

Contin-ont  fir  1S26 72,520  61 

Contingent  !■  ir  1  S27 98,  258  90 

Coiitin-ent  for  ls28 79,417  36 

Contingent  for  1829 44,902  97 

Contingent  for  1830 94,630  19 

Contingent  for  1825,  not  enumerated 5,374  39 

Contin'j:ent  for  1826,  not  enumerated 4,966  69 

Contin'-ent  for  1827.  not  enninerated 1,578  36 

Contm-ent  for  iM^s.not  enumerated 182  60 

Coiitin-ent  lor  IS'i'.t.  not  enninerated 17,103  84 

Contingent  lV,>r  1830,  not  enumerated 11 ,  150  42 

Prohibition  of  slave  trade 8,476  54 

Suppression  of  jiiracy 7 ,  026  50 

Ten  sloops 63,954  06 

Five  schooners 1 7 , 276  50 

Timber-sheds 32,372  60 

Timber-docks 9,682  80 

Covering  ships 13,909  26 

Store-houses 666  50 

Repairing  wharves 693  42 

Ship  houses 1 1,075  00 

Laborers 6, 206  44 

Inclined  plane 5 ,  840  29 

Survey  of  coasts  and  harbors 146  22 

Survey  of  coast  of  North  Carolina 140  00 

Survey  of  Savannah  river 1 ,  394  68 

Survey  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  and  St.  Mary's 706  87 

Survey  of  coast  of  Florida 1,519  82 

Survey  of  ports 192  96 
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Provi.sions,   (Brandywine) 

Contingent,  (Brandywine) 

Navy  pension  fund •  • 

Privateer  pension  fund 

Navy  hospitals 

Arrearages 

Navy  yard  at  Pensacola 

Sloops-of-war 

Repairs  of  sloops 

Breakwater 

Shot  and  shells 

Vessels  on  Lake  Ontario,  &c 

Purchase  of  captured  vessels 

Purchase  of  timber 

Seventy-fours  and  frigates 


Sulphur  and  saltpetre 

Reimbursement  of  marshal  of  Florida 

Rewarding  officers  and  crew  of  two  boats,  under  F.  H.  Gregoi 
Rewarding  officers  aud  civw  of  the  Constellation  and  Wasp.. 

Rewarding  officers  n['  tlir  llnnict 

Rewarding  captain  Elliot 

Rewarding  officers  and  crew  of  the  V\'as[> 

Pay  of  marine  corps 

Quartermaster's  stores  of  mar.ne  corps 

Clothing  of  marine  corps 

Barracks  of  marine  corps 

Contingent  and  extra  emoluments  of  marine  corps , 

Hospital  of  marine  corps 

Military  stores  of  marine  corps 

Fuel  of  marine  corps 
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7,539,438  51 


Of  the  balances  in  table  A,  amounting  to  $1,362,437.23,  but  a  small  portion  will  ever  be  adjusted, 
because  the  persons  to  whom  they  stand  charged  are  mostly  insolvent,  and  a  large  number  of  tliem  dead- 

The  greater  part  of  the  Italamrs  in  table  B,  amounting  to  $179,427.81,  will  probably  be  adjusted  by 
credits  or  collections.     The  ricdit  lialances  in  this  table  can  be  closed  by  transfers. 

The  greater  part  of  the  halanci's  in  table  C,  both  debit  and  credit,  amounting  to  $2,999,452.93,  will 
remain  unadjusted  for  ever,  unless  new  appropriations  be  made  under  some  of  the  heads,  or  power  be 
granted  to  make  transfers  from  one  head  to  another. 

A  large  portion  of  the  amotmts  exhibited  in  table  D,  have  already  been  accounted  for;  but  the 
credits  were  not  brought  upon  the  books  of  this  office  on  the  1st  of  November,  down  to  which  time  these 
tables  are  brought;  and  most  of  the  balances  being  advances  to  navy  agents  and  pursers  at  sea,  will  be 
adjusted  in  future  settlements. 

Under  the  following  heads  of  appropriation,  the  sums  annexed  have  been  accounted  for,  and  stand 
credited  on  the  books  of  this  office,  above  the  ivhole  amounts  advanced  under  the  same  heads,  added  to  the 
balances  remaining  in  the  Treasury,  viz: 

Navy  yards $31,065  30 

Vessels  on  Lake  Ontario 5,829  84 

Ten  sloops-of-war 50,394  50 

Suppression  of  piracy 3,834  34 

Ship-houses 1,249  44 

Sloops-of-war    7,194  16 

Survey  of  ports 192  96 

Survey  of  coast  of  Florida 1,519  82 

Five  schooners   17,276  50 

Contingent  and  extra  cmoluQicnts  marine  corps 46,807  28 

Contingent  for  1824 9,727  15 

Contingent  for  1825 89,393  13 

Contingent  for  1826 57,149  39 

Contingent  for  1827 52,565  06 

Contingent  for  1828 30,219  52 

Contingent  for  1829,  not  enumerated 16,553  93 

Contingent  for  1830,  not  enumerated 8,202  16 

Contingent  for  1825,  not  enumerated 5,014  05 


$434,188  / 


The  credits  on  account  of  contingent  not  enumerated  for  1829  and  1830,  have  arisen  from  charging 
to  those  appropriations  losses  on  exchange,  which  were  formerly  charged  to  the  appropriations  on  which 
the  bills  were  drawn.  It  is  obvious  that  the  expenditures  under  those  heads,  excepting  the  two  last, 
have  been  greater  than  the  appropriations.  The  amounts  due  to  individuals  under  them  is  very  small. 
TAei/have  been  paid  out  of  other  appropriations,  and  the  payments  thus  made  constitute  an  equal  amount 
of  the  unadjusted  debit  balances  on  the  books  of  this  office.  To  adjust  Ihem,  no  appropriatit)n  is  neces- 
sary. It  is  only  requisite  that  authority  bo  given  to  transfer  in  form  that  which  has  been  transferred  in 
fact.  Every  sum  so  transfered  would  extinguish  twMce  the  amount  of  the  unadjusted  balances,  once  on 
the  debit,  and  again  on  the  credit  side  of  the  books  of  this  office. 
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These  balances  present  only  the  amounts  in  which  tlie  appropriations  would  he  deficient,  if  all  that 
is  due  to  them  were  collected  and  paid'  into  the  Treasury;  but,  as  there  are  large  sums  outstanding, 
which  will  iii'vi'i-  111"  (mUccIciI,  the  deficiency  is  much  greater  than  appears  by  this  statement. 

Some  I. r  til'' ;i|'|ir.iiiii:itioiis  are  also  deficient,  which  are  not  shown  to  be  by  these  tables.  There 
appears  to  Iw  :,  siu.ill  li;ihm.-..  in  favor  of  "contingent  prior  to  1824;"  yet,  of  the  $134,850.52  due  to  that 
appr..iiriuti..ii  ||mi,,  in.li viuimls,  very  little  will  bo  cllected.  It  is  unquestionably  deficient  in  more  than 
^l:](),(i<)i).  (Jili('rii|)])ii.|, nations  may  be  in  tlir  sun.'  condition.  It  is  my  opinion  that  the  actual  deficien- 
fio;  III  a|i|iro], nations  wlii.li  have  l.oon  paid  out  of  oilii'rs,  and  cannot  be  replaced  witliout  the  iuterpo- 

The  anioiiiiis  w  liirh  liavc  been  transferred  by  erroneous  advances  and  misapplications  in  the  expen- 
diture, have  b,.,ai  w,/,/-/  ,/(,///o,/s.  ^ 

Most  of  ihis  njisrliicf  mi-iit  have  been  prevented.  The  deficiencies  were  chicflv  in  the  contingent 
appropriations  and  •'Lai  sloops-of-war,"  and  tbo  redundancy  in  "pay  and  subsisteure'' and  "  provisi.jns." 

The  first  dcfirioiioy  nii-lii  lia\-o    bon ■(  by  a  ciua aibnrni  of  expenses,  or   an   applieati(ai  to  (_'on--i-ess  to 

increase  the  aiipro], rim  ions.  Ibu  the  same  estimate  was  continued  from  year  to  year,  while  llie  allow- 
ances were  inci-easeil:  "[lay  alioat"  was  drawn  upon  in  aid  of  "contingent"  andother  appnipriatioiis,  until 
it  was  exhausted;  "provisions"  was  drawn  upon  for  the  same  purpose,  and  to  sustain  "pay  afloat,"  other 
appropriations  were  also  drawn  upon  for  like  purposes,  and  at  length  all  became  involved  in  a  common 
confusion.  Almost  the  whole  evil  has  sprung,  dii'ectly  or  indirectly,  from  a  deficiency  in  the  contingent 
appropriation,  which  might  have  been  corrected  as  soon  as  discovered. 

A  curtailment  of  allowances  has  not  yet  been  made,  sufficient  to  bring  the  annual  expenditures  for 
contingencies  within  tlie  appropriation.  There  will  be  a  deficiency  for  1829,  and  probably  for  1830,  . 
when  all  the  accounts  of  pursers  at  sea,  and  disbursing  officers,  shall  be  settled. 

To  prevent  mistakes,  it  seems  necessary  to  state  that  the  amount  actually  due  to  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment is  not  equal  to  the  amount  of  unadjusted  balances.  These  include  unadjusted  credits  as  well  as 
debits.  To  ascertain  the  whole  amount  due  to  the  Department,  take  from  the  tables  the  whole  debit 
balances $6,081,020  12 

Deduct  the  credit  balances 1,488,416  39 

Amount  due  to  the  Department $4,592,603  73 


The  Treasury  Department  has  no  power  to  adjust  these  balances,  except  by  a  transfer  in  the  settle- 
ment of  accounts.  No  transfer  is  possible  when  the  appropriation  from  which  it  might  otherwise  be 
maih'  is  exiiansled.  In  many  otlier  cases  of  accounts  long  since  settled,  it  could  not  be  effected  without 
sei-ions  iiicon\a'ni(  nee  to  tlie  Navy  Department.  It  would  take  large  sums  of  money  from  appropriations 
uniler  whirl]  it  is  wanted,  and  place  it  to  the  credit  of  those  under  which  it  is  not,  and  might  produce 
new  deficiencies  and  fresh  irregularities.  For  instance:  Thc^  quartermaster  of  the  marine  corps  is 
charged  with  $101,105  under  the  head  of  "pay  and  snlisisleine  of  marine  corps,"  drawn  in  1826,  for 
which  he  has  credit  under  "provisions."  If,  in  tin  s.'ttlenient  of  his  account,  this  sum  were  transferred 
from  "provisi(ms"  to  "pay  and  subsistence  of  marine  corps,"  it  would  reduce  the  former,  and  be  of  no 
service  to  the  latter.     The  same  state  of  things  exists  in  relation  to  other  appropriations. 

Recently,  transfers  have  been  effected  in  settlements  made  in  this  office,  whenever  it  could  be  done 
without  producing  greater  evils  than  those  intended  to  be  corrected.  It  will  be  perceived  that  they  were 
much  greater  in  i^^-20  than  in  1828,  and  comparatively  greater  in  1830  than  in  either.  But  as  irregular 
advances  by  ilie  \a\  y  Department  liave  ceased,  and  misapplications  in  expenditure  much  diminishes,  the 
amount  of  the,,,  tian-lers  will  soon  begin  to  decline,  and  in  two  or  three  years  become  very  small.  But 
when  all  is  done  which  can  be  effected  by  this  process,  I  confidently  believe  the  unadjusted  balances  of 
appropriations  will  still  be  more  than  four  millions  of  dollars. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  suggest  such  measures  as  appear  to  me  adequate  to  remedy  the  evils 
which  we  now  suffer,  and  prevent  their  recurrence. 

The  most  direct  remedy  is  an  act  of  Congress  authorizing  the  Second  Comptroller  to  direct  transfers 
of  balances  IVoni  one  head  of  ajipropriat ion  to  another,  in  all  accounts  of  the  Navy  Department  accruing 
lirioi-  to  the  Isi  (lay  of  .lannary,  ls:;i,  provided  that  nti  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  to  effect 
that  object,  and  requiring  that  all  balances  which  cannot  be  thus  closed,  except  in  running  accounts, 
shall  be  reported  to  Congress  at  their  next  session,  that  further  provision  may  be  made  by  law  for  their 
adjustment. 

To  prevent  a  recurrence  of  these  mischiefs,  it  is  only  necessary  to  persevere  in  the  course  of 
measures  you  have  adopted,  viz: 

1.  Let  the  estimates  be  carefully  adjusted  every  year,  so  that  there  shall  be  no  deficiency  under  any 
head  of  appropriation; 

2.  Let  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  refrain  altogether  from  advancing  money  out  of  one  appropriation  for 
the  use  of  another;  and 

3.  Let  the  navy  agents,  pursers,  and  commanders  of  squadrons  and  vessels  on  separate  service, 
estimate  carel'ully  the  sums  wdiich  may  be  wanted,  from  time  to  time,  under  each  head  of  appropriation, 
and  pre<licate  their  requisitions  and  ilrafts  ni>on  such  estimates; 

4.  Let  the  accoinitin,--  oflicers  of  the  Treasury  refuse  to  credit  disbursing  officers  and  others  for  any 
expenditure  nn.lei-  a  h.^d  of  approinaat ion  which  is  exhausted. 

Onct;  adjusted  by  the  interposition  of  Congress,  a  rigid  observance  of  these  points  would  enable  the 
Navy  and  Treasury  Departments  to  keep  the  books  of  this  office  for  ever  clear  of  the  irregularities  with 
which  they  are  now  filled.  Much  relief  would  be  given  to  this  office,  and  labor  saved,  if  legal  provision  were 
made  for  closing  accounts  and  extinguishing  balances  in  cases  where  the  debtors  are  dead  and  insolvent, 
and  no  possibility  exists  of  ever  making  collections.  Under  existing  laws,  such  balances  must  remain 
forever  on  the  books  of  this  office  unclosed. 

This  report  has  been  delayed  beyond  my  wishes  and  intentions  by  the  impracticabdity  of  sooner 
collecting  and  accurately  arranging  the  mass  of  information  which  it  contains. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

•^       ^  ^  AMOS  KENDALL. 

Hon.  John  Branch,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
VOL.  Ill 105  L 
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Abstract  of  balance  due  more  than  three  years  from  jxrsons  who  have  no  credit.'i. 

APPROPRIATIONS. 

Samuel  Anderson,  pay  and  subsistence, $40  00 

Samuel  Allen,  pay  and  subsistence 19  22 

James  Alcorn,  pay  and  subsisteiirc 26  TO 

Theod.  Armistead,  pay  and  snl'sisi.urc,  .Si;'.i,  !.">(;. "27;  in-nvisions,  $48,265.07;  hospital, 
$5,106.25;  repairs,  $41,114.(1;):  .■mniii'viii  prinr  In  1S24,  $27,395.32;  ordnance, 
$3,306.32;  navy  yards,  §  1(1, !  7 1  ..'>'.>;  \K>y  mariuc  corps,  $3,096.55;  military  stores 
niariiic     corps,    ^^lV,)S.(»();    linsiiil;il    inaiiiic    C(.ri)s,    $1,092,42;    quartermaster's    stores 

marine  corps,  >^3,()7l.ns;  p,,;,! 219,676  56 

John    Adams.  ],av   and    suU-^lsl.nc- 458   81 

A.  M'K.  All. hews,  jiav  and    siil.>ist<-n.'c 75   00 

Moses  Allen,    pav  an.fMll.sislell.'c 1,067    08 

James  Anderson,  ]iav  and    siihsisleiice 52   50 

llumphrev  Al.leii,  pav  and  suhsisience 50   00 

Thomas  ('.  Almv,  contii,-,.nl  prior  to    lh;24 1,000   00 

A.  A.  Alexander,  pav   ajid    sul.sislein'e 4   52 

AValter  Al.l.oli,  pav  and  subsistence    24  92 

James  AV.  AI.Koii,  pav   and  subsistence 25  87 

Natlianiel   Adams,    pav  and    sul.sistencc ^ 78   31 

John   11.  I'.eall,   pav    and    sulisistence 3   03 

Walter    I'-ov.l,  pav  ami  subsistence 185   50 

iMoiit-omerv   I'.ill,   ordnance 1,858   24 

'Will.  »'.  r.eard.  pav  and  subsistence 30   14 

Thomas    r.rulV.    .irdnaiicc 250   00 

Sylvester    I'.ill,   pav  ami   subsistence 9    75 

Edw.  J.  liidlard,  |.av  and  subsistence 19    08 

Wm.  L.  Brownlou-,  .oniin.-enl  prior  to  1824 10   45 

Samuel  R.  Bri.-g-s,  pay  and  subsistence 83  50 

John  Bullus,  pay  marine  corps,  $717.96;  hospital  marine  corps,  $32.28;  vessels  on  Lake 
Ontario,  $4,170.16;  purchase  of  captured   vessels,  $7,660.00;  clothing-  marine   corps, 

$238.71;   total 12,819  11 

Richardson  I'.uck,  (.ay  and  subsistence,  $60.00;  contiug-ent  prior  to  1824,  $40.00;  total 100   00 

Joseph  r.osseir,  pav  "and   sniisistence 148  43 

(ieor-e  llohrer,  pav  and  subsistence 2    64 

M.   W.    r.oslwick,   pav  ami    subsistence 6,297    11 

^V.   V.   I'.acol,  pay  and  subsislem'e 288    87 

Joseph  i;edlor.l,'coiitiii-enl  prior  to  1824 34   78 

Joseph  II.  r.arrvmore,  pay  ami   subsistence 158   00 

William  ISallard,  pay  and  subsistence 155    75 

Richard  liuller,    pav  and    subsistence 580   00 

William  liradlord,  pav   and    subsistence 13   47 

James  ISr ,  pay  aii.l  subsistence 33   80 

(jeor-e  r.ov.l.  pav  and   subsistence 38   00 

I'hilip  11.  Ih-ook,  pay  and  subsistence 66   80 

Phil.  A.  Bush,  pay  and  subsi.stence 137   33 

John  H.  Beck,  pay  and  subsistence 48  02 

John  S.  Blake,  jiay  and  subsistence 149  57 

Jos.  L.  Bi-,-s,  pay    and    subsisleiice 129   28 

Wliliaiii  M.   i;an'on,'pav  and    subsist.. iice '....'. .................'..'.'.'.'.'.'.'.  382   47 

Edward  B.Min.  t,  pay   an. I   sulisisl.ai.-.. 174  59 

Russel  F.ass.'il,   pay  and  sii!  isisPui.-.' 44   48 

Thomas  I5nrr.>\vs,  pa\  ami  subsist. ■iic..,  $1,275.02;  contingent  prior  to  1824,  $21.10;  total.  . .  1,296  12 

Benjamin  F.  I! mrii..,' pay   ami   subsisten.-e 34,149  32 

Joshua  l',arn,.y,  pay  aii.l   subsist.. nee 3   75 

F.  li.  I»..l!..ll..vi..u,  pay  marin..  .'orps 4,862   86 

,l..hn  Brooks,  pa\   marine  c.ups,  $968.11;  i|tiartermaster's  stores,  marine  corps,  $27.78;   total  995   89 

Jeiv.  Ur.iwn,  pav  an. I  subsistence,  §1,919.02;  provisions,  $338.65 2,257   67 

Samuel  B,i.-..n,  pr.,hibita,n  ..f  slave  trade 1,386   94 

y  ami  subsistence,  $245.07;  contingent  prior  to  1824,  $148.58 393   65 

I  siibsistcn.'e 114  46 

ami  subsisti'iicc,  $19.00;  contingent  prior  to  1824,  $40 59  00 

V  ai,d  subsistence '. 24   59 

lav  ami   subsist, .nee  $3,783.32;  contingent  prior  to  1824,  $65.00 3,848  32 

■.intin,L:viit  pri..r  t.,  1824 4,345   12 

San.uel  lila.r,   pay  an, 1  subsist,  n,-.. 302    78 

Th..mas  Car,  .iiy,  .-.uil  ii-..nt  pri.u-  t,.  1824 158   36 

JohnF.  C.Mliran.  pav  an.l  subsist, .nee 38   00 

Richard  Cat.ui,  pay  an.l  subsist, .nee 38   00 

John  Clark,  pay  an.l  subsist, .u..,- 80   75 

James  Conn.ir,  pay  ami  subsist,. n,;e 14    95 

Rogers  Carter,  pay  and  .subsistence,  $40.00;   contingent  prior  to  1824,  $1.00 41   00 

Henry  Caldwell,  contingent  prior  to  1824 100  00 
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John  M.  Caji:on,  pay  and  subsistence ^30  qq 

John  Carroway,  pay  and  subsistence , 80  00 

Benj.  I).  Coakley,  pay  and  subsistence ...'.....'."  1  000  00 

Peter  Craig-,  contingent  prior  to  1824 ]  '    30  00 

W.  R.  F.  Chamberlaine,  pay  and  suljsistcnco,  §25.00;  contingent  prior  to  18S4,'$755.'oO  .  .  .  780  00 

Charles  Cromwell,  pay  and  subsistence 22  53 

Robert  Cutchen,  pay  and  subsistence ]  ^  g2  is 

Henry  P.  Casey,  pay  and  subsistence 3  Og 

John  L.  Clark,  pay  and  subsistence 4Q(5  qq 

Thomas  H.  P.  Cooper,  contingent  prior  to  1824 4I    "jq 

John  Crowfoot,  pay  and  sulisistence o|)q  ^j 

William  Cooper,  pay  and  subsistence ]    094  32 

An-hiliald  Campbell,  pay  and  subsistence 3  030  >j3 

I'liilip  Criiig,  pay  and  subsistence '    [q  00 

F.  .1.  (',,>iig;iii,  pay  and  subsistence y(3(j  qq 

^Villiam  Cuii,  2d,  pay  and  subsistence 44O   T2 

Charles  F.  Chirk,  pay  and  subsistence 4^^  00 

George  Carson,  pay  and  subsistence 12(>  G9 

P.  A.  Cartwright,  pay  and  subsistence 1   (Ysg  99 

David  M.  Clarksou,  pay  and  subsistence 2  348  88 

Fraiu-is  Coopi  r,  payand  subsistence "■'    30  00 

JJii'liard  <  'niiiiii,  pay  and  subsistence 519  OO 

John  Carson,  pay  and  subsistence 234  06 

Winlock  Clark,  pay  and  subsistence 1 52  73 

Charles  E.  Cutts,  pay  and  subsistence 23  04 

AVm.  E.  Cambridge,  pay  and  subsistence 50  88 

L.  A.  J.  Cutlilun-t,  pay  and  subsistence 80  00 

Dani,-!  ranni.-k,  p;,y  .V,-..  marii,,.   corps 1^770   74 

John  Craig,  pay  and  subsi.stence 400  00 

Ed.  W.  Carpenter,  contingent  1826 99  93 

Charles  J.  Catlett,  pay  and  subsistence 3, 228  06 

John  Cadle,  pay  and  subsistence 25  00 

Wrn.  H.  Cock,  pay  and  subsistence 38  85 

S.  P.  Chamberlaine,  pay  and  subsistence 272  00 

Richard  B.  Coffin,  pay  and  subsistence 27   00 

Lawrence  Dorsey,  pay  and  subsistence KiO  00 

Pat.  Dunn,  pay  and  subsistence 30  00 

Degeu,  Purviance,  &  Co.,  pay  and  subsistence 76, 655  68 

Francis  Delino,  pay  and  subsistence 38  00 

A.  S.  E.  Duncan,  pay  and  subsistence 38  00 

George  Davis,  pay  and  subsistence 80  00 

William  Dunston,  pay  and  subsistence ]  (50  42 

John  Deane,  pay  and  sulisistence 4:28  00 

Wm.  Depeslcr,  pav  and    ^nl)sist^■nee 41    >s0 

James  Davis,  pay  and  snl.sistenco 7;0   24 

John  Davis,  pay  and  subsistence,  $1,731.11;  provisions,  $50 1,781   11 

Andrew  Dorgan,  pay  and  subsistence,  $92.01;  contingent  prior  to  1824,  $211.37 303  38 

Henry  Dennison,  pay  and  subsistence 555   78 

George  J.  Davis,  pay  and  sul)sistence 0  02 

C.  P.  Derby,  pay  and  subsistence 60  00 

James  B.  Dulaiiey,  pay  and  subsistence 50  00 

James  J.  Decatur,  pay  and  subsistence 449  66 

Charles  J.  Debois,  contingent  prior  to  1824 200  00 

James  Doughen,  prohibition  of  slave  trade 116  67 

Henry  Davis,  contingent  prior  to  1824 250  00 

Thomas  Davis,  contingent  prior  to  1824 4   65 

John  E.  Davidson,  pay  and  subsistence .  2  26 

Edward  W.  Dowse,  pay  and  subsistence 63  62 

Richard  Dominick,  contingent  prior  to  1824 15  00 

John  Downes,  pay  and  subsistence 723  60 

James  H.  Dobbins,  contingent  prior  to  1824 73  30 

John  P.  Decatur,  contingent  prior  to  1824 300  00 

Daniel  S.  Dexter,  pay  and  subsistence 4,489  43 

Daniel  Eldridge,  pay  and  subsistence 1 ,  968  30 

T.  B.  Eyre,  C(jutingent  prior  to  1824 50  00 

W.  W.  Edwards,  pay  and  subsistence  $50.03;  contingent  prior  to  1S24,  §42.50 92  53 

E.  Essex,  pay  and  subsistence 35  00 

Samuel  Elbert,  pay  and  subsistence 24, 373   63 

James  Eakin,  pay  and  subsistence 237   72 

Samuel  A.  Eakin,  pay  and  subsistence 125  00 

Mark  Fernald,  pay  and  subsistence 35  21 

George  Ferragut,  pay  and  subsistence. . .  .• 150  00 

Thomas  Fitzsimonds,  pay  and  subsistence 2, 324  38 

Joseph  Field,  pay  and  subsistence 152   15 

John  H.  Fosdick,  pay  and  subsistence 38  00 

Nathaniel  Fanning,  pay  and  subsistence 70  57 

H.  P.  Flushman,  pay  and  subsistence 4  80 
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John  Frecborne,  pay  and  subsistence.  . $18  56 

Joseph  Fisher,  pay  and  subsistence 201   69 

Thomas  Frazier,  pay  and  subsistence 250  00 

Henry  Fry,  pay  and  subsistence 2,896  64 

James  Frazer,  pay  and  subsistence 2 ,  645  90 

Nirliulas  Foiiiitaiii,  ]>ay  and  subsistence 63  42 

ItiiliiTt  II.  Fliiiii,  [Kiv  and  subsistence 164  84 

William  FIcinmiiii;-.  pay  and  subsistence 24  80 

Dulany  Furiist.  jiav  and  snbsistonce  Si, 275;  provisions,  $414.09 1,689  09 

Thomas  K.  Finnimniv,  pav  an.l  snlisistence 502  25 

James  Foster,  pay  and  sf,l.sistri>r," 40  00 

John  1).  Fislier,  jiay  and  snbsistcnrc,  $247.49;  contingent  prior  to  1824,  $149.70 397   19 

William  Fleetwood,  pay  and   snhsistence 470   66 

H.  Fo.xhall,  contin,!J,ent 'prior  to  1824 27   73 

John  H.  Fawn,  pay  and  subsistence,  $40,140.44;  provisions,  $12,894.93;  contingent  prior  to 
1824,  $1.00;  medicines  and  liospital  stores,  $1,000;  navy  yards,  $2,254.86;  purchase  of 

timber,  $15,325.00;  pay,&c.,  marine  corps,  $5,263.68;  contingent  marine  corps,  $1,954.74  78,824  85 

James  W.  Forrest,  pay  and  subsistence 92  61 

Aquilla  Giles,  pay  and  subsistence 94  88 

John  Gault,  pay  and  subsistence 44  07 

Joseph  Gantt,  pay  and  subsistence } 38  00 

H.  L.  Gross,  pay  and  subsistence 51  56 

Thomas  Gurdui,',  pay  and  subsistence 35  26 

William  Cndliy,  pav  and   sul.sisl.-nce 30  00 

John  Cuyinr,  Jiay  a'nd   subsistence 3,886  85 

John  U.  tJrayson",  pay  and  subsistence 281   27 

James  Gibson,  pay  and  subsistence 390  95 

William  Gerard,  jr.,  pay  and  subsistence 114  00 

John  Goulding,  provisions 4 ,  642  50 

Robert  Greenleaf,  pay,  &c.,  marine  corps 12,912  97 

Geo.  H.  Geddess,  pay  and  subsistence 1 ,  600  00 

Richard  Gregory,  pay  and  subsistence 108  00 

Charles  Gobert,  contingent  prior  to  1824 400  00 

John  Grant,  pay  and  subsistence 40  00 

William  Gunning,  paj  and  subsistence 45  79 

William  Gyles,  pay  and  subsistence 57  00 

John  C.  C.  Gunn,  pay  and  subsistence 106  17 

Peter  Gamble,  pay  and  subsistence 20  50 

William  L.  Gill,  pay  and  subsistence 19  00 

Benjamin  Griffin,  paj^  and  subsistence 14  66 

Joseph  Gamble,  pay  and  subsistence 130  00 

Lewis  German,  pay  and  subsistence 1,196  69 

Anthony  Gale,  pay,  &c.,  marine  corps 529  63 

Henry  Gray,  pay  an<l  subsistence 494   16 

John  Graves,  pay  and  subsistence 48  00 

Edward  0.  (iardiier,  pay  and  subsistence 100  00 

R.  W.  Goldsborough,  pay  and  subsistence 9,585  46 

Christopher  Gadsden,  pay  and  subsistence 2, 179  12 

John  Galloway,  pay  and  subsistence 87   86 

Charles  Gordon,  pay  and  subsistence 2,778  50 

James  Greenlaw,  pay  and  subsistence 60  00 

John  M.  Gardner,  pay  and  subsistence 26  44 

John  W.  Gibbs,  pay  and  subsistence 660   74 

Michael  Graham,  j.ay  and  subsistence 168  99 

Henry  Gilliam,  j.ay  an.l  subsistence 2,004   95 

William  R.  Gralialn,  iiay  and  subsistence 88   70 

Charles  F.  Grandisi.n,  pay  and  subsistence,  $2,904.48;  medicines  and  hospital  stores,  $255.90; 

repairs,  $92.15  .. . ' 3,252  53 

Thomas  N.  Gautier,  pay  and  subsistence 637   00 

Robert  M.  Gamble,  pay  and  subsistence 986  96 

Richard  (iardner,  ]ii-(ivisiuiis,  $16,480;  contingent  poor  to  1824,  §2,000 18,4-^0  00 

Alexand'T  ( iiennie  \-  Snu,  ]iav  and  subsistence 6,448  54 

Daniel  llawlev.  j.av  and  subsistence 213  37 

Alexandci-  llalev,  pav  and  subsistence 38  02 

William  Ibuli-an,  pav  and  subsistence 57   00 

William  llnnler,  pay  and  subsistence 1   03 

James  15.  II  mitt,  pay  and  subsistence 60  00 

H.  Hammond,  pay  and  subsistence 178  50 

Thomas  W.  Hooper,  quartermaster's  stores,  marine  corps 1 ,  223  78 

Thomas  P.  Harrison,  pay  and  subsistence 80  00 

Andrew  Haslett,  pay  and  subsistence 10  28 

H.  J.  Humphreys,  pay  and  subsistence 38  00 

H.  H.  Haskins,  pay  and  subsistence 120  00 

Benjamin  Hyde,  pay,  &c.,  marine  corps 1 ,  000  00 

Joseph  Heslip,  pay  and  subsistence 4  88 

A.  W.  Hayman,  pay  and  subsistence 80  00 

Jno.  Hyland,  (of  Stephen,)  contingent  prior  to  1824 125  82 

E.  F.  Howell,  pay  and  subsistence 120  97 

William  Harper,  pay  and  subsistence 41   17 
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Julius  Humphreys,  pay  and  subsistence 84^9  29 

L.  Hinr.hmaii,  pay  and  subsistence 66  67 

AV.  H.  I[;i(Ma\v:iy,  ;iay  and  subsistence "_  ]  ^q   qq 

Ciiaiirs  II.  Hill, III. h.  runtiii-i.nt,  prior  to  1824,  $53.29;  pay,  &c.,  marine  corps,' $508.V4  .' .' .'  .'■  562  23 

Leonaid  Hall,  pay  and  suiisistence,  $161.90;  contingent,  prior  to  1824,  $114.98 276  88 

Jolm  S.  Hution,  pay  and  subsistence ' ' '  cy^o^  X\ 

P.  L.  Hoffman,  pay  and  subsistence .' ' ' '  3  90Q  qt 

David  Hall,  pay  and  subsistence ' '  '  210  00 

Ricliard  S.  Heath,  pay  and  subsistence .  .  .  74  90 

William  B.  Harris,  pay  and  subsistence '  '  27   *■(■ 

Benjamin  Hogdon,  pay  and  subsistence ['  ^^^r  ^g 

Josiah  Hazard,  pay  and  subsistence *  ^-^O  35 

Daniel  Hurley,  pay  and  subsistence "  "^q  q q 

Edward  Hall,  pay  and  subsistence 2^^  j^ 

Robert  Hamilton,  pay  and  subsistence '  j^   r,^ 

John  B.  Henry,  pay  and  subsistence >jg  ^^ 

Nathaniel  Hutton,  increase ^^  qq 

James  Hodge,  contingent  prior  to  1824,  $19.40 '  jg  ^q 

John  F.  Howell,  pay  and  subsistence,  $100;  survey  of  coasts  and  harbors,  $146.22;  survey 

of  coast  of  North  Carolina,  $30 \  276  22 

Thomas  Huntt,  pay  and  subsistence 5,3  3]^ 

Thomas  Hendrey,  pay  and  subsistence,  $64.81;  contingent,  prior  to  1824,  $243.78 30s  59 

Daniel  Hazard,  contingent,  prior  to  1824,  $70 -jq  qq 

John  Hudson,  pay  and  subsistence l^^^  0^ 

D.  Hig-don,  pay  and  suiisistence 216  79 

Peter  Horace,  pay  and  suiisistence [[[  244   50 

P.  Ib.prwrll,  pav  and  .uhsistcnce 44   53 

;;'•'"■.-'•  '^^  ll^H'klry.  pay  and  subsistence 258   75 

pL'icUluglKrpay'uud'subJjteiic^^  ^  00 

John  Ilolcomb,  pay  and  subsistence -jj   5.^ 

AVilliam  B.  Hall,  pay  and  subsistence,  $103.31;  pay  &c.,  marine  corps,  $115 218  31 

George  H.  Hannah,  pay  and  subsistence 73  45 

Thomas  E.  Handy,  pay  and  subsistence,  $40;  contingent  prior  to  1824,  $37.90 77  90 

Arcliibald  Hamilton,  pay  and  subsistence,  $382.60;  contingent  prior  to  1824,  $422  76 805  36 

Bernard  Ilcnrj^  pay  and  subsistence 1   727   69 

John  C.  D.  Hart,  pay  and  subsistence '    77  34 

Charles  Halstead,  repairs 270  20 

Eichard  B.  Horner,  contingent  prior  to  1824 n   jq 

Joseph  Le  C.  Hardy,  contingent  1824 75  yg 

Theodore  Hunt,  pay  and  subsistence 515  33 

Charles  Hay,  contingent  prior  to  1824 100  00 

Philip  Jarvis,  pay  and  subsistence  417  §3 

W.  Jacobs,  pay  and  subsistence 156  28 

William  Jarvis,  pay  and  subsistence 33  02 

J.  M.  Jacobs,  pay  and  subsistence 61   15 

W.  Jasper,  pay  and  subsistence 33O  qq 

Samuel  G.  Jerauld,  pay  and  subsistence 2,558  21 

P.  A.  J.  P.  Jones,  pay  and  subsistence,  $327.34;  contingent  prior  to  1824,  $535 862  34 

John  Johnson,  pay  and  subsistence 280  00 

Artemus  Johnson,  pay  and  subsistence 60  00 

James  Johnson,  provisions 1 7  ^  OOO  00 

Richard  B.  Jones,  contingent  prior  to  1824 36  OO 

W.  C.  Jenks,  pay  and  subsistence 75  94 

N .  Ingraham  &  Sons,  repairs 251   83 

Christopher  Jordan,  pay  and  subsistence 40  00 

C.  B.  Jaudon,  pay  and  subsistence 64  35 

John  Kiddall,  pay  and  subsistence 3  so 

John  C.  Kinnicut,  pay  and  subsistence SS  50 

H.  H.  Kennedy,  contingent  prior  to  1824 149   oi 

Zerubbabel  Kemp,  pay  and  subsistence 32  21 

Thomas  King,  contingent  prior  to  1824 30  50 

John  Kilbourne,  contiagent  prior  to  1824 77   76 

Benjamin  Kirby,  contingent  prior  to  1824 ,50  00 

James  Key,  pay  and  subsistence 30  00 

Lyman  l\  ilh>-:,  iiiiarti-rmaster's  stores,  marine  corps 9   15 

A.  K.  Kcaniry,  pay  and  subsistence 19  72 

Miles  K ing,  iiii[isliipiuan,  pay  and  subsistence 32  92 

S.  B.  Kingston,  ccmtingent  1826 50  00 

Adam  L.  Kuhn,  pay  and  subsistence 27  80 

Joseph  Kerr,  provisions,  $3,110;  contingent  prior  to  1824,  $903.81 4,013  81 

John  P.  Lovel,  pay  and  subsistence 606  41 

Seth  H.  Lewis,  pay  and  subsistence 138  27 

AVilliam  Lindsay,  pay  and  subsistence 150  00 

Joshua  R.  Lockwood,  pay  and  subsistence 7   98 

P.  M.  Livingston,  pay  and  subsistence 31   20 

James  Lawreson,  pay  and  subsistence 3  68 

John  W.  Lewis,  pay  and  subsistence 80  00 

John  Larkin,  contingent  prior  to  1824 , 30  00 
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Tobias  Lear,  contingent  prior  to  1 824 $2, 990  11 

John  Light,  contingent  prior  to  1824 147   02 

Thomas  Lindsay,  purchase  of  timber STO  23 

John  Lyon,  pay  and  subsistence 8, 213  95 

Augustus  Ludlow,  pay  and  subsistence 844  22 

James  R.  Lyman,  pay  and  subsistence 131   25 

Jomes  Lawrence,  pay  and  subsistence 11,215  85 

Thomas  W.  Legg,  pay,  &c.,  marine  corjis 230  28 

Enoch  Lowe,  pay  and'  STihsistencc 485   11 

Avllinr  Laliiiicr,"i.''v  ^'U.l  s,il..si.i=n,-<. 251   66 

K.  <;.   Laiulil.ni,  pav  an.]  siilisislcii-c 60    00 

Rolicrt  Lewis,  pay  and  subsist. a,,-.. 4,041    44 

Caleb  L.AVlics,  pay  aii.l  siihsistriicc 2,000   00 

George  W.  I,cu-.'it,  pay  aial  s„l,sis|,.iir<. 60  91 

Joseph  P.  Laii-dn.i,  pav  and  subsist, a„v 1,341   30 

Robert  Long,  pay  and  subsist,  i,.-,. 51    18 

A.  C.  W.  LtWe,  i>ay  an.i  subsistence 664  45 

Jesse  V.  Lewis,  |ia\-  and  subsistence 131  62 

H.  S.  Langdon,  pav  and   subsisb'iice,    8461.39;    navy  yards,  $484.14;  increase,   $6,611.91; 

sevciitv-iuurs  "and  frigates,  $400.30 8,018  34 

W.  Lewis  A:  ('-.,  repairs  .". 1 ,124  38 

B.  L.  Lear,  rewaiding  officers  and  crew  of  two  boats  under  P.  H.  Gregory 3,000  00 

U.  M.  Litle,  coiitin-V-nt  marine   on-ps 32 

W.  Lewis,  pav  and   subsistence,  ;ss:;,-,.s(i;  contingent  prior  to  1824,  $214 1,049  86 

Jehn  .Mcd.earv,  repairs 300  00 

Richard  H.  M'itcliell,  pay  and  snbsisteii,-e 57   pQ 

James  M.  Meunlain,  pay  and  subsistence 50   00 

Landon  Mercer,  pay  and  subsistence 114  08 

D.  McConnick,  ],ay  and  subsist^-n.-e ■ 200   00 

John  Macral,  pav  and  suiisist.  lue 38   00 

E.  H.  Massers,  pav  and   subsist,  iiee,  ;^1S;  contingent  prior  to  1824,  $80 158  00 

James  Mcd^ui-bl.'pav  an.l  subsist.. n.-.. 154  31 

Charles  M..rris,  pav  an.l  subsist  aice 231   92 

Ge..r-<'  Mit.-h.-ll,  pav  and  subsist. aicc 25   00 

J.is.'ph  Martin,  pay  an.l   subsist. 'nc 40   00 

K,,bert  M.r,,n,i.dl,  pay   and  subsist, a, .-.• 30   00 

John  McFarlaiu...  pav  an.l  subsist. ■n,-.. 40   00 

Caniel  McNeil,  jmv  and  subsist,  nc 2,681  42 

Jos.  J.  Maxw.dl,  i.av  aial  subsi-ten.v 4,443   68 

AVilliam  M. •(;.■.,  pay  and   subsisien,-,. 150   00 

F.  .M.'Cartv,  pav  an.]  subsistence 100   00 

James  Mcirlangli.m,  pay  ;in.l  subsist,  n.e,  ,$20;  contingent  prior  to  1824,  $15.53 , 35  63 

D.  McKinzie,  pay  and  sub-istenc.' 113   OO 

James  McLacklin,  pay  ami  subsi.-tenc.- 180  00 

Thomas  McNier,  pay  ami  sulisist.;n.-.. Of*  00 

William  Mayo,  pay  an.l   subsist. a,.,' 60   00 

AViUiam  H,  'Mann,  nay  an.l  subsiMeuc.' 32 

Nathaniel  Milcladl  pav  ami  subsist. ai. a 120   00 

J,.lni  Mc.Mist.a-,  pav  an.l    subsisKaic, 60   00 

Samn.-l  J.  .M..rrill,  pav  an.l  subsist. aice 240   00 

J',  Muhl.ad.urL;-,  jiavan.!  subsist. au-.. 79    72 

];i.-l,ar.l  Mulb.r.l,  pay  an.l    subMstenc 17    91 

Lei.    Mass.-v,  pa\-  an.l    snbsi,-,ten.e 450   00 

Uvnvv  .M..li.a-,  pav  an.l  sub,-;isl.  nee 3,000  00 

J.iiin  11,   Martin,  pav  an.l   .,ubMstence 20   00 

AVdliam  Mallit,  pay  an.l   snb.Mst.aaa. •  •  •  • 39    00 

John  R.  Ma.l.lis.ai,  pay  an.l  subsist. aic.',  §311.50;  contingent  prior  to  1824,  $162.98 634  48 

Wm.  Mclnt..sli,  pav  an.l    subsist. ■n.-c '. 991    03 

T.  W.  Magru.l.a-,  pay  and    subsist,. nee 1 ,564   96 

R.  Mayraut,  pay  and  subsistence 495  00 

T.  McClure,  pay  and  subsisk-nce 46  82 

M.  Middleton,  pay  and  sulisistence 14   14 

Samnel  MafKt,  pay  an,l  subsist<.ma, 6,038   11 

Cliarl.'S  F.  M,-(b_.e,  pav  alal    subsist.  n,-e 392    00 

\Vilii..m  M,,sli,a-,  pay  an.l  sub.isl.aie.. 100   00 

AVilliam  Mack.  Ill,  v,  pa^•  ami  subsist, ncc,  $422;  contingent  prior  to  1824,  $36.80 451   80 

11.  Mac-rath,  pay  an, I  subsi.tenee 1,201    28 

S,  i).  .\l>  l\niulit,  |iav  an.l   subsist,  a..'  S416.60;  contingent  prior  to  1824,  $21 491  50 

i;..b,a-l  .Mill, a',  m.M|miii,.s  ami  li..siui:,|  stores 135   98 

P.  xMugru.l.a-  cV  W,  lan.lsay,  pur.  I, as,.  ,,r  timber 2,906  31 

Joseph  Mi, 1, 11. 1. Ill,  pay  an.!    subsist, aic.' 309    92 

James  A.  .M.irtim.a-,  p,iy  ami  subsist.  ii,c 180  00 

Robert  iliPdadl,  pay  an.l  subsist,  n... 220   00 

Robert  Mercer,  pay  ami  subsist,  n.-.' 73  33 

Marks  &  Rosevelt,  pa\  an.l  sni.sist,  ime 13,532   12 

T.  C.  Magruder,  pay  and  sub.-usi.  n.  e 301   55 

W.  N.  Monteath,  pay  and  subsistence,  ;p2y3.18;  contingent  prior  to  1824,  .$302.32 595  50 

John  Moore,  navy  yards 10 
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John  ;Mott,  pay  and  subsistence. 

John  McKni-ht,  pay  awl  siilisistence 

K.  McK ;.,/;,■,  .-,  :iii,::,  ill  yvr.vin  18:24 

J.  Mun       ,:  I       -,,,■' ■ 

G.  H.  ^ia:..  li.H,  i„r.    i    -  ,...i.i,.nce 

JohnMiteh.'ll,  o.i.lnmviH    |.i„u-  to  1824 

C.  W.  Minchin,  pay  and  sniisistence '.'.'.'..". 

A.  ]\[.  Murray,  con'tingent  prinr  to  1S24 

J.  Moralis,  pay  and  subsistence •  •  •  •  • 

W.  McKenney,  provisions 

P.  ]\linchiii,  clothing  marine  cor]js 

D.  Manson,  conting-eiit  prior  to  1824 '..'."..'.'.'.'.'.'.'.".".'.".'.".'.'.".'.'.'. 

N.  L.  Montgoiiirrv,  -,,ay  :u:^  subsistence,  $27.22;   contingent  prior  to  1824,  $34.0;3' .'.'.'.' .' 

C.  Moore,  niedi.il,       ,;   '::        iial  stores,  $127.12;    contingent  1824,  $44.38 

M.  P.  Mix,  pay  .  ;•■■• 

Charles  Neale,  \i.  y  -iim     a^  i-Laice 

J.  B.  Neale,  pay  and  subsist'aiua.- 

H.  Neale,  pay  and  subsisteucc q^I^I  ^^ 
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Joseph  Noves,  pay  m\d  si 

Joseph  S.   \rls,.li;p,v    aa.l      -l.    M:  l,a,. 

Thomas  \iri„,!l        ■.  :     M    n-   is24 ■ 

John  15.  Xi.li.b    ',      I     .  i       a  c,  $2,036.03;  contingent  prior  to  1824,  $1,259.47 

James  J.  \iali,i|.,  a,  ],;   ai,  I  -i,!i-iMriiro,  $38.35;  contingent  prior  to  1824,  $100.00 "'l38  aS 

E.  Norton,  contingent  prior  to  1824 oj^^   o, 

E.  B.  Newt(m,  contingent  prior  to  1824 

W.  Nicholls,  pay  and" subsistence 

G,.  ,i-v  Nnrtli,  pav  an.!  subsistenr,, , 

W.  Xia,,ls,a,,  CMntiiiu-rni  ],iaa-  1..  1S24 

A\'.  N.'wcMiiili.  j.ay  and  ,-,iib,sisi(aa'c,  8174.66;  contingent  prior  to  1824,  §23.50 

Joseph  Nieliolsoii',  pav  and  coiilingrut,  $3,207.73;  contingent  prior  to  1824,  $47.50 

JauK-s  Nieh.dson,  j.ay  and  subsistence 

I).  S.  Nichols,  i)ay  aiid  subsistence,  $40.00;  contingent  prior  to  1824,  $100  00 

P.  S.  Ogilyie,  pay  and  subsistence 

John  ( )■  SvAr.  I'lay  and  suli^isl.aic.' ...................'.'...'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'. 

\V.  A.  Ogd'en,'  pay  and  subsistence .......................'.['.'.'.['.'.'.]'. 

N.  O'Connor,  ]iay  and  subsisteucc 

James  K.  Owen, 'pay  and  subsistence,  $47.37;  contingent  prior  to  1824,  $43.60 

Ornisby  &  Doan,  contingent  prior  to  1824 

II.  ()l.■^tt,  i-av,  \-.'.,  nniiinc  corps 

AV.  Od-nboinirr.  ooniin-vnl  prior  to  1824 


S.  ."c  W.  Y.   I'-urvian-r  \-  Co.,   [.ay  and  subsistence .'.'.'. 

"\\  illian,  Vcl.a^s',  l,aV  and  snliMstiaice '..'.'.'.  .*.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.".'.".'.'.'.'.'.".".".'.'.'.'.' 

C.  i;.  I'orrv,  pav  and' snlisi^iencc,  $435.09;  contingent  prior  to  1824,  $100.00 

A.  l'l,illips,'pav  and  subsisicn.-e 

John  Phillips,  pav  and  sid>sistonce 

AViUiam  Pottv.  i>av  and  subsistciice 

T.  H.  Pim-kn;v,  pav,  \.-,  manne  corps , 19S   88 

T.  G.  Prachv.'p^'v  and  subsist, ■nee o   ,|y 

W.  H.  Pott.'r,  pav  aad    .ill w,,|, aire G61    00 

W.  H.  Pennock,  raa  a  -    ,i   luaa'  to  1824 92  51 

E.  Preble,  cont in L          ;        ii      '.^24 15   00 

T.  D.  Price,  pav  an  '     .;          .  ;,-■ GO  00 

P<-arson  &  Brown,  p  i\  and  .-^u Insistence 8,032   03 

Cliarlcs  i;.  I'orli'i',  pay,  &c.,  nuirine  corps 300  00 

J'.onjaniin  I'liidoi-,  contingent  prior  to  1824 300   00 

.laiac-;  Knbrrts,  jaiv  and  subsistence 5   66 

Coor-o  I'ainl.a-,  oav  aii<l  subsistence 18   20 

S.  I'rorlor,  pa  v  and' subsistmeo 79   88 

^\■.  W.  I'a-o,  pav  and  subsist, aice 28   30 

John  Petti-row,  pay  ami  snlisistcnee,  $1,079.50;  contingent  prior  to  1824,  $100.00 1,179  50 

G.  Purcd,  ronlin-i'lit  prior  to  1824 15   00 

M.  PhiUii.s,  pav  an,!  subsist, anv,  $45.00;  contingent  1824,  $20.00 (55   00 

W.  Pluright,  pay  aii,l  subsistence 419   50 

W.  H.  Parrott,  pay  and  subsistence 157   57 

E.  G.  Parrott,  pay  and  subsistence 10 

Robert  Pottenger,  pay  and  subsistence 4,676  96 

James  A,  Perry,  pay  and  subsistence 60  00 
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G.  C.  Quackenbos,  pay  and  subsistence ^5  00 

John  F.  Randolph,  pay  and  subsistence 2S9  37 

James  Rand,  pay  and  subsistence 25 

R.  D.  Reeder,  pay  and  subsistence S  000  00 

T.  Reao-an,  pay  and  subsistence S'.OOO  00 

JohnJWhv.l--''!-''-^'^-- ^^^ 

John  Kuhril.soii     pav   ail. I    •  nh^lsleilCe oO    56 

U    T    I',.,m1    u.v'aiai  Mihv.-:ir.'    $5  273.71;  couting-eat  prior  to  1824,  $450;  repairs,  $2,500  8,223   71 

JolmRudjji-pavandsuhsislence.' 120  00 

M.  Reynolds,  pay,  &c.,  marine  ccn-ps ^']V  tf, 

Josenli  a.  Roberts,  pay  and  subsistence toU  00 

K   R',o-ersoii    nav  and  subsistence 100  00 

^V    \i%nuhiu:  p.  V  and  snbsistcnce 140  00 

John  B.  Rous '.an,  onihu-mt  prior  to   1824 70   00 

Cliarles  i;iil,iiisnn,  pav  and  sniisistcnce 134   96 

Thnini's  );(.-<'! -..HI    |ia'\-  anil  subsistence 50   00 

T, , I, H  i;,.a,l  ■'.•.. nl.u''.-iin,nnr  in   1S24 120   00 

Jana^s  liVillv    pav'aial  sul.si.l.-ncc 1,013   94 

W    W     I'dlnvcH"    niv  an. I   sulisistence,  $9,908.73;  pay,   &c.,  marine  corps,  $1,621.13;  pro- 

..j^i.j,,^   1^7 -^IS-'-  ba.-es   i^5,000 ■ 23,771  68 

C    S    R..-ers,'pav  and  subsist. ■licc 162   63 

V   C    Russell,  pay  and  subsistence 0  33 

N.  J.  Rosevelt!  Impairs, 21,831   39 

Mathew  Rogers,  contingent  prior  to  1824 52  00 

Beuiamin  F   Reed,  pay  and  subsistence,  $15,557.73;  contingent  prior  to  1824,  $384.32 15,942  05 

Jolui  \V    Ruiald,  pay  and  subsistence 169  98 

John  Rodney,  pay  and  subsistence 9  33 

Robert  C.  Rossetter,  pay  and  subsistence i  7   8o 

Tlios.  M.  Randolph,  pay  and  subsistence ^  oO  00 

John  Robertson,  pay  and  subsistence 286  00 

Thomas  Rutter,  contingent  prior  to  1 824 20  00 

y.  M.  Rogers,  pay  &c.,  marine  corps 136  97 

Ratritk  ^iin,  pay  and  subsistence 328  33 

Sainii.'l  .-^tnl'ibs,  pay  and  subsistence 38  00 

J.i,-,eph  .^tr. ait,  pay  and  subsistence 6  25 

AVilliam  Slater,  pay  and  subsistence 40  00 

Richard  tiommers,  pay  and  subsistence 413  31 

John  Sisco,  pay  and  subsistence 20  00 

Richard  13.  tiervaut,  pay  and  subsistence 16  54 

John  Smith,  pay  and  subsistence 5,461   01 

Joseph  Sauders,  pay  and  subsistence -^ '  '^t^  ^** 

James  Swann,  pay  and  subsistence 60  00 

John  Shattuck,  pay  and  subsistence 680  00 

Nathaniel  St.iier,  pay  and  subsistence 80  00 

'i'h.iiiias  Strait. )ii,  pay  and  subsistence 33  38 

AN'illiain  Sim    pay  and  subsistence 223   68 

]I    M,..l,  pay  an.l  snbsist..n..'e 88   00 

J.,s,i,h  (;    L.  .^niith,  pav  and  subsistence 38   00 

1>.  i'.  Sdnivl.T,  pav  an.i   subsistence 142   38 

L.  VV.  Stitli,  pay  an.l  suhsislenee 600   34 

George  S.  S..ntau-.  pay  an.l  sul.sisteiice 18o   76 

James  St-'wail,  pav  au.l  subsistence 57   00 

N.R.   Smith,  pay  an.l    subsistence 130   00 

Joseph  II.   Spi.-knal.  pay  and  subsistence 60  00 

Josiah  Shaw,  pay  an.l  subsistence 100  00 

William  San r..i-.l'  .•.,utin.r,.nt  prior  to  1824,  $810;  navy  yards,  $750 1,560  00 

St.  John  Still,,  pay  an.l  Subsistence 80  00 

C    F.  Sherbiini.-,  pay  aial    subsistence 23   01 

John  R.  Sr..u,s..,  pa' V  au.l  subsistence 20  00 

Joseph  K.  Muith,  paV  au.l  subsistence 88   00 

Sully  cV  Siuilli,  pnivhas..  ..f  timber 902   04 

^.,„;,i,,|  Sliii.'ss,  pay  au.l  subsistence 80   00 

ib.ra.a.  Siuitii,  JMy'aiid   subsistence 02 

J„s.  ph  SlH.pl... nl/pav  an.l  subsistence 30  00 

ChaiVs  SinUh,  pay  au.l  subsistence 92   49 

T.  11.  Sbaiu.  pay  an.l  snbsi  t.^nce 543  00 

Th.iinas  Sniallpu'c..,  pav  an.l  subsistence '243   07 

E.ShLller,    pavau.l    subsisi    nre '^8    39 

J.  B.  Si'j-..niu.y.  pay  an.l  subsistence 1,093   33 

E.  Sah.m.ui,  i-av  anil  subsislen.v 1,080   76 

C.  L.  Saek..|,  pay  an.l  subsist,.nce 38S   00 

Joseph  Stepli.us,  pay  an.l   subsist.mce 11,371   45 

A.  a!  Shee.l,  .■.,nt,„;,.nt   pri.u-  t.,  1824 709   00 

J   T   Shubri.'U    1. ay  an.l  subsistence  $708;  contingent  prior  to  1824,  $75 783  00 

JohnB.  Shut..,  pay  au.l  subsistence 60  00 

James  Spaiil.liu-.  |.a\  au.l  subsistence 90  Jl 

William  St,  e'.',  pay  and  subsistence,  $26.05;  contingent  prior  to  1824,  $8.95 35   00 

N.  Sutton,  pay  and  subsistence 100  00 

James  Saunders,  pay  and  subsistence 648  50 
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R  L.  Snelson,  pay  and  subsistence,  §115.99;  contingent  prior  to  1824,  $60 S175  r)9 

John  R.  Sliaw,  pay  and  subsistence o      Vn 

William  Smith  .V  "c...,  i.av  ami  subsistence  .'...'.'.....'.'.'.['. "'.^J:^  tf. 

John  Stewart,  jiay  aiul  sub, -istence TtiAn 

Thomas  Shubrick.  ,,:,y  and  subsistence i  -    am  no 

H.  Savage,  pay  and  subsistence ;;::; ^''^'j; 

J.  M.  Speake,  pay  and  subsistence it  n^ 

John  Sprigg,  pay  and  subsistence '.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'..'. q  J- 

J.  G.  Smith,  pay  and  subsistence ' .  ' .' T^l    in 

William  Strong,  contingent  prior  to  1824 ..........[ i  s^  t^ 

Isaac  Sharp,  pay  and  subsistence 1911 

John  D.  Sears,  pay  and  subsistence i  q   i  q 

Thomas  R.  Smith,  contingent  prior  to  1824 .".."".'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.".'.'.'.".'.".'  50  aq 

Wm.  G.  Stewart,  pay  and  subsistence .*.'.'.'.".'.".".*.' f  t   -o 

J.  P.  Sawyer,  pay  and  subsistence 188   16 

H.  C.  Sweeney,  pay  and  subsistence,  $154.90;  contingent  prior  t.o"l824,'$i6u!  ..........'.  314  90 

W.  A.  Spencer,  pay  and  subsistence "  ^qq  ,\q 

Thomas  Shields,  pay  and  subsistence .'...'.".'.'.'.'.'.'.''  98  471    30 

John  K.  Smith,  pay  and  subsistence,  $25,388.76;  contingent  prior  to  1824,*  $8li780  Vt'-' sul'-  "' 
phur  and  saltpetre,  $1,000;  increase,  $200;  pay,  &c.,  marine  corps,   $8,840  27-  medi- 
cines and  hospital  stores,  $19,688.32;  provisions,  $145,960.39 '. 282  858   61 

C.  W.  Stephens,  pay  and  subsistence ~ '    '9   ^^.^ 

John  H.  Sherburne,  pay  and  subsistence,  $160;  provisions,  $350 *.  510  00 

D.  Stafford,   increase 713 

F.  W.  Smith,  pay  and  subsistence '  *  j  ,j-j  gg 

A.  Stcrrett,  |)ay  and  subsistence t o   ;^q 

W.  I),  .sall.r,  |MV  and  subsistence '.'. t^.    „ 

r-Tayi,„-,pay'andsu.,sis„.,.,.. 1 . ! ! ! ! ! ! ' ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! '  'l^ 

M  .1  uriHT,  pay  and  subMsi.,nee 60   c,^ 

1.  Iruxtun,  pay  and  subsistence 1(5  86 

John  lown,  pay  and  subsistence -jO  qq 

Samuel  Turner,  pay  and  subsistence 1 2,5  55 

William  L.  Travers,  pay  and  subsistence 110  qq 

Robert  Thompson,  pay  and  subsistence,  $520;  contingent  prior  to  1824,  $150 670  00 

Samuel  Truit,  pay  and  subsistence 38  qO 

Tlidmas  Thomas,  pay  and  subsistence 38  qq 

Tobias  T.vlor,  pay  and  subsislence ]  f,Q   qq 

AyniuLiu  Tiionipso,;,  pay  and  subsistrnce !..  1 1 1 1  "!'''"!!!;!!!  1  i!!!!  li!  i!!  "i! !  50  00 

F.  Taylor,  pay  and  subsistence 45  qq 

John  Taylor,  pay  and  subsistence 2(5  35 

T.  G.  Tillinghast,  pay  and  subsistence 389  413 

John  Trumbull,  pay  and  subsistence 246  37 

P.  H.  Tophan,  }r.\\  and  sulisistence 5,',2  OO 

Samuel  Thiving,  ,ohi  lu;:.  ul  piior  to  1824 68  00 

Benjamin  Trevitt,  pav  and  siil.sistonce,  $100;  contingent  prior  to  1824,  $141 241   00 

Joseph  Taylor,  pay  and   sni.sisi,  uro -^81   75 

George  C.  Tucker,  pay  and  sulisist(  urc,  $78;  contingent  prior  to  1824,  $54 132  oO 

James  Taylor,  coin  in,-,  iit  prior  to  ls24 15q  gg 

J.  H.  Townlev.  jia  V  and  sul.sisl.  uce 92-^2 

J.  Tootell,  pay  and  subsistmoo 34   5Q 

Joseph  Thouipsoii,  p,iy  aial  sul)sistence 33   'j^ 

¥.  Tuscan,  ji.iy  and  sul-sistmre 48   qq 

William  Tyler,  pay  and  sulisistence 90  00 

J.  B.  Tayh)r,  contingent  prior  to  1824 93  23 

John  Teackle,  jiay  and  subsistence 257  85 

Ed.  Tilley,  pay  and  subsistence 54  94 

T.  B.  Tilden,  pay  and  subsistence 12  62 

D.  Taylor,  pay  and  subsistence 31   89 

Henry  Tew,  jr,,  p  ly  and  sulisistence 1,918   95 

Ira  Titus,  pay  and  snIisisl.M.eo 476  21 

John  Tripp..,  pay  and  suLsislonco 4,124   33 

H.  E.  Turn, a-,  .■oui  in-ont  prior  to  1824 20  00 

Tiinplcinan  &  .NrCiiiy,    pay  and  subsistence 777   24 

II.  .1.  Tudor,  contiii-cnt  prior  to  Is24 4QQ  qq 

E.  W.  Tumor,  pay  and  suhsistrnce 4S5   19 

Herman  Thorn,  pay  and   sulisistence 1,591    07 

Robert  Taylor,  pay  and  subsistence , 13   n 

R.  T.  Tiniberlake,'pay  and  subsistence 473  92 

Robert  S.  Thorne,  pay  and  subsistence I03  (52 

W.  Van  Ranseller,  pay  and  subsistence lyi   57 

II.  V,iii  Dyke,  pay  and  subsistence 238  46 

Ira  Van/.ant,  pay  and  subsistence 25  00 

S.  Van  Scliaick,  pay  and  subsistence 86  40 

J.  P.  Van  Ness,  repairs 2,500  00 

J.  Vooshell,  pay  and  subsistence 40  UO 

J.  K.  de  Yznaidi,  pay  and  subsistence 5,039  93 
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Benja.  Yancey,  pny  and  subsistence 

Charles  Yates,  pay  and  subsistence,  $33.90;  conting-ent  prior  to  1824,  $79.23 

John  Young,  pay  and  subsistence 

Edward  L.  Young,  contingent  prior  to  1824,  $50.00;  survey  of  ports  of  North  Carolina,  $100 

H.  D.  ZantzinG:(;r,  survey  of  coast  of  North  Carolina 

Henry  V.-rncr.  <-.n,tiii-cnt  i.rior  to  1824 

George  Van  Clravr,  pay  and  subsistence,  $255.00;  contingent  prior  to  1824,  $367.79 

Richard  Uslicr,  pay  and  subsistence 

John  L.  Vining,  paj'  and  subsistence 

W.  R.  Woodyear,  pay  and  subsistence 

James  AVeaver,  pay  and  subsistence 

Bazil  Wood,  pay  and  subsistence 

Eli  Willis,  pay  and  subsistence 

David  Wark,  pay  and  subsistence 

W.  H.  AVilliams,  pay  and  subsistence 

Samuel  C.  Ward,  pay  and  subsistence 

John  Warner.  pa\-  ami  subsistence 

Charles  Wheeliiek,  pay  and  subsistence 

James  Watson,  pay  and  subsistence 

Charles  Walsh,  pay  and  subsistence 

John  Williams,   pay  &c.,   inarine  corps,  $6,188.31;  quartermaster's  stores,   marine  corps. 


$500  . 
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Williams  &  Carre 
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Joseph  E.  White,  1 
Benjamin  Welds,  ] 
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Walter  Wint.r,' 
0.  W.  AV.  W(.(.i 
AV.  Widgeon,  p 
Thomas  Willian 
Minor  AA'"inn,  pa 
Thomas  AVaine, 
C.  AVliittle,  iiav 
John  AWilleml.M 
James  R.  Wilse 

Jos,.pliAV„,ds,„ 
O.'Hi-e   S.    Wise 

B.  F.  Williams, 


and  subsistence,  $100; 

subsistence 
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1  subsistence 

nd  subsistence 
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istel 


lisisti'nce,  $38.00;  contingent  prior  to  1824,  $5.70 
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)av  and  subsislenee 

termaster's  stores,  marine  corps.  .  . 
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Iv.  Walsh,  pay  and  subsistence 

Abm.  W^etmer,  pay  and  subsistence  . . 

S.  E.  AVillet,  pay  and  subsistence 

Godfrey  AA^ood,  pay  and  subsistence. . 
B.  S.  Williams,  pav  and  siibsist-mce.  . 

Henry  Ward,  pav  and  suhsistence 

Mason  AVilsun,  pav  and  subsistence... 
G.  F  Weaver,  iiay  and  subsistence... 
J.  B.  AVinn,  prohibition  of  slave  trade. 
J.  T.  Wallace,  pay  and  subsistence. . . 
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Becapitulation  of  balances  due  more  than  three  years  from  persons  ivho  have  no  credits. 


Pay  and  subsistence 

Contingent  prior  to  1824. , 


Medicines  and  hospital  stores. , 
Repairs 

Ordni 


Navy  yards 

Pay,  &c.,  marine  curps 

Military  stores,  marine  eerps. 

Hospital,  marine  (drps 

Quartermaster's  stmes,  marint 
Vessels  on  Lake  Ontario,  &c.. 
Purchase  of  captured  vessels. 

Clothing,  marine  corps 

Prohibition  of  slave  trade  . .  . . 
Contingent  for  1826 


,124  99 

,850  52 

,472  10 

,913  57 

,584  64 

,414  56 

,951  29 

,287  47 

698  00 

,124  70 

,380  90 

,170  16 

,660  00 

738  71 

,916  33 

149  93 


1831.J 
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Purchase  of  timber $19,503  58 

Contingent  marine  corps 1 ,  955  06 

Increase. 0,924  04 

Contingent  lor  lb' "J 4 y^r^   3§ 

Survey  of  coasts  and  harbors 14(5  92 

Survey  of  coast  of  Nortli  Carolina 40  00 

Rewarding-  officers  and  crew  of  two  boats  under  F.  H.  Gregory 3, 000  00 

Seventy-fours  and  frigates ,    4,30  30 

Barges 5,000  00 

Sulphur  and  saltpetre 1  ^  000  00 

Survey  of  ports  of  North  Carolina 1  Oo  00 

Rewarding  officers,  &c.,  of  Wasp  and  Constellation ] ,  730   18 

Total S 1 ,  302 ,  437   23 

Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  1st  November,  1830. 


Abstract  of  balance  due  less  than  three  years. 


C.  M.  Armstrong,  contingent  for  1 825 

Hyde  Ray,  medicines  and  hospital   stores 

Tobias  Watkins,  pay  and  subsistence,  $2,672;  arrearages  $4,049.50 

President  Branch  Bank,  United  States,   Portsmouth,  navy  pension  fund,   $350;    privateer 

pension  fund,  $571.52 

President  Branch  Bank,   United  States,  Boston,  navy  pension  fund,    $2,582.44;  privateer 

pension  fund,  $1,950.88 • 

President  Branch  Bank,  United  States,  Baltimore,  navy  pension  fund,  $1,963.38;  privateer 

pension  fund,  $233.43 

President  Branch  Bank,  United  States,  Washington,  navy  pension  fund,  $621.80;  privateer 

pension  fund,  $137.50 

President  Farmers'  Bank,  New  Castle,  navy  pension  fund 

President  Branch  Bank,  United  States,  Charleston,  navy  pension  fund 

President  Branch  Baiik,  United  States,  Savannah,  navy  pension  fund 

President  Branch  Bank,  United  States,  Cincinnati,  navy  pension  fund 

President  Branch  Bunk,  United  States,  Hartford,  navy  pension  fund 

President  Branch  I'.aiik,  Tuii.  ij  States,  Lexington,  navy  pension  fund 

President  Braneli  iiank,  i'niied  States,  Norfolk,  navy  pension  fund 

President  Branch  Iiank, _,rnited  States,  Portland,*  navy  pension  fund 

President  Branch  Bank,  United  States,   Providence,  navy  pension  fund,  $518.06;  privateer 

pension  fund,  $33.62 

President  Branch  Bank;  United  States,  New  York,  navy  pension  fund,  $3,041.73;  privateer 

pension  fund,  $235.34 

B.  Homans,  navy  pension  fund 

President  Bank  of  the  United  States,  navy  pension  fund,   $255.71;  privateer  pension  fund, 

$234.84 

F.  Saunderson,  pay  and  subsistence,  $217;  provisions,  $23;  contingent,  1830,  $100 

T.  Mason,  jmprovement  of  navy 

C.  Haire,  improvemont  of  navy, 

A.  R.  Taliaferro,  eonting.Mit,  1829, 

Alexander  riaxt.in,  pay  and  subsistence,  $750;  contingent,  1829,  $100 

A.  11.  Campbell,  pay  a'nd  subsistence 

J.  W.  Marshall,  contingent,  1826 

"\Yaters  Smith,  reimbursement  of  marshal  of  Florida 

T.  Newton,  navy  hospitals 

T.  Fillebrown,  navy  hospitals 

T.  T.  Wyman,  contingent,  1825 

R.  H.  Morris,  contingent,  1825 

A.  H.  Edwards,  contingent,  1825 

W.  Smith,  contingent,  1825 

R.  G.  Robb,  contingent,  1825 

E.  N.  Cox  and  Montandevert,  rewarding  officers  of  Hornet,  $872.56;  rewarding  Capt.  Elliot, 

$3,633.28 

J.  V.  Smith,  pay  and  subsistence 

W.  D.  Salter,  pay  and  subsistence 

J.  K.  Schenck,  pay  and  subsistence 

R.  Deacon,  pay  and  subsistence 

J.  Clementson,  pay  and  subsistence 

R.  H.  L.  Patterson,  pay  and  subsistence 

"W.  H.  Pendleton,  pay  and  subsistence 

R.  Semmes,  pay  and  subsistence 
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It  Portland,  is  credited  with  the  sum  of  $200,  under  the  head  of  privateer  pen- 
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W.  P.  Picvcy,  pay  and  subsistence $13  22 

F.  Huger,  pay  and  subsistence,  $41.20;  contingent,  1830,  $70 1 11   20 

W.  A.  Spencer,  pay  and  subsistence 1 69  00 

T.  R.  Gedney,  pay  and  subsistence 1 ,  638  32 

C.  M.  Cloud,  pay  and  subsistence 15  55 

Theo.  Hunt,  pay  and  subsistence 515  83 

W.  H.  Peter,  pay  and  subsistence 6  87 

C.  S.  Ridgeiy,  pay  and  subsistence 7   62 

P.  L.  Gansevoort,  pay  and  subsistence,  $57;  provisions,  $23;  contingent  1830,  $100 

G.  A.  Pi'entiss,  pay  and  subsistence 41  40 

R.  Patton,  pay  and  subsistence,  $57;  provisions,  $23;  contingent  1830,  $100 

T.  A.  Budd,  pay  and  subsistence,  $57;  provisions,  $23;  contingent  1830,  $100 

B.  KeniK.ii,  pay  and  sul.sistcncc 57   00 

S.  Huniplnws,  pnv  and  subsistence,  !?i".)1.70;  provisions,  $29.50;  contingent  1830,  $300  .. 

A.  A.  llulcnmh,  pav  and  sulisisteiac,  875.70;  provisions,  $30;  contingent  1830,  $300 

F.  B.  Renshaw,  (lav  and  siilisisti'iice,  S75.70;  provisions,  $30;  contingent  1830,  $300 

J.  P.  Gillis,  pay  and  siil.sisl.Mue 9   26 

Joshua  Hunipiirevs,  pa^-  and  subsistenco 62 

J.  B.  Meigs,  pay  "and  sul.sisl.ua- 8  37 

M.  Stokes,  pay  and  subsislcnce 8  78 

.T.  Mayo,  pay  and  subsistence 34   76 

J.  S.  Cosby,'  pay  and  subsistence 76  GO 

E.  T.  Doughty,  pay  and  subsistence 12   00 

G.  N.  Haskins,  pay  and  subsistence 32  05 

M.  Smith,  pay  and  subsistence 22  97 

D.  G.  VVoodbridge,  pay  and  subsistence 35  33 

K.  Johns,  pay  and  subsistence 70  53 

L.  Ogden,  pay  and  subsistence •       50  00 

B.  A.  Jones,  pay  and  subsistence 70  32 

John  Ilonir.ns,  pay  and  sub.sistence 593  50 

W.  K.  Lalmiei,  pav  and  subsistence 684  51 

W.  PluinMead.  pay  aii.l  subsistence,  $143.40;  contingent  1826,  $2.60 

AV.  C.  Farrar,  pay  and  subsistence,  $49.25;  contingent  1830,  $68.40 

D.  S.  Dexter,  pay  and  subsistence 4 ,  489  43 

M.  Morgan,  pay  and  subsistence,  $442;  provisions,  $23;  contingent  1830,  $100 

J.  T.  Wallace,  pay  and  subsistence 10  00 

C.  A.  Thompson,  pay  and  subsistence 68  42 

W.  W.  Hunter,  pay  and  subsistence 114  25 

V.  McCracken,  pay  and  subsistence 9  62 

R.  T.  Timi)er!ake,'pay  and  snl;sistence 473   92 

J,  H.  Bell,  pay  and  subsislence 19  33 

A.  Gieunie  &  Son,  iiay  and  sui)sistence 6,448  54 

S.  E.  Munn,  pay  and  subsistence,   $137;  provisions,   $23;  contingent  1829,  $28.50;  contin- 
gent 1830,  $100 

C.  W.  Chauncey,  pay  and  subsistence 158   62 

J.  F.  Brooks,  pay  and  subsistence 15  99 

J.  S.  Sterrett,  pay  and  subsistence,  $290;  provisions,  $30;  contingent  1830,  $5.70 

S.  D,  Heap,  pay  and  subsistence 1 , 049  94 

Jercmiaii  Brown,  pay  and  subsistence,  $1,919.02;  provisions,  $338.65 

J.  E.  Bispiiain,  pay  and  subsistence 240  00 

J.  H.  Litle,  pay  and  subsistence 200   00 

Joseph  Ken-,  piuvisioiis,  8;'.. 110;  contingent  prior  to  1824,  $903.81 

C.  B.  Tlinuipseu,  pay  and  subsistence,  $200;  contingent  1828,  $81.30 

John  L.  l'>all,  i)ay  and  subsistence 5   19 

C.  S.  Stewait,  pay  and  subsistence 150  00 

Nathaniel  Adauis,  pay  and  subsistence 78  31 

J.  A.  Belsehes,  pay  and  subsistence,  $188.74;  contingent  prior  to  1824,  $148.58 

M.  P.  mx,  pay  and  subsisteu.'e 7^6  22 

F.  B.  Gamble,  pay  and  subsisieiiee,  §197.97;  contingent  1824,  $200 

R.  S.  Pinckney,  jiay  and  subsistence 45   00 

J.  B.  Lardner,  pay  and  subsistence,   $1.89;  medicines,   hospital  stores,  &c.,  $14.32;  contin- 
gent 1828,  $50.55 

A.  S.  Kuhn,  pay  and  subsistence 27  80 

W.  Burrows,  pay  and  subsistence 114  46 

A.  E.  Kenned^^,  pay  and  subsistence,  $223.67;  provisions,  $23;  contingent  1830,  $100 

J.  D.  Sloat,  pay  and  subsistence 478  79 

C.  Gauntt,  contingent  1828,  $194;  contingent  1827,  $88 

J.  W.  Grier,  contingent  1828 5   25 

W.  C.  Griffin,  C(nitingent  1828 1    yQ 

A.  M.  Henderson,  contingent  1828,  $1.05;  contingent  1829,  $35 

C.  Henderson,  contingent  1828 20 

F.  Smith,  contingent  1828 .' 13   00 

W.  T.  Muse,  contingent  1828 30 

J.  M.  Lockert,  contingent  1828 1   65 

B.  P.  Kissam,  medicines,  hospital  stores,  &c.,  $11.73;  contingent  1828,  $17 

H.  N.  Glentworth,  contingent  1828 6  00 

Joseph  B   Hall,  contingent,  1828 ." 81    75 

M.  F.  Maury,  contingent,  1 826 2   60 

William  B.  Finch,  coutingeut,  1826 400  00 


1831.]  IRREGULARITY    OF    ACCOUNTS 

. » 

H.  R.  Thatcher,  coiitino-cnt,  1829,  $31.50;  contingent,  1826,  S31  50 

A.  J.  I).  Rrnwn,  <■,,., lii,-ent,  1829 

J.  H.  IT:i!i    :    .      I  :>r,  1S29 

H.H.W.i..:-  .i_rul,1829 

H.  D.  ><    u    1--  ' '..'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.[['. 

A.  F.  Fori.T,  iMiiuii-'iit  prior  to  182i 

Lott  Cavrv,  Slav.'  ira.le 

S.  Bacon,  "slave  li  ado '.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'..'" 

J.  B.  Wiiin,  slave  trade 

R.  Gardner,  provisions,  $10,480;  contingent  prior  to  1824,  $2,000 

T.  S.  Blod-elt,  cniitiii-ent  prior  to  1824 '    

J.  W.  llnn.^r.  r,..;  ,  F.-iit,  1825 - 

T.  Till-.  >,  :       ■    \.  ..;^,  S2,OOU;  iniprovemeut  of  navy,  $4,500 

W.Bui'.    I. 

S.  M.  i;  -•';>.  luiv  ;,.,.:iiie  corps '.'.'.'.'.'.'.'. 

R.  I).  \\'a:ii\vn- hi,  pay  marine  corps 

II.  AV.  Fowler,  pay  marine  corps ■ 

A.  C.  McLean,  ]jay  marine  corps 

S.  E.  A\"ai  SI  in,  paj'  marine  corps 

C.  i;.  I>r. lom,  pay  marine  corps 

L.  T\vi,i;L;-s,  pay  marine  corps 

T.  A.  Lintiin,  i)ay  marine  corps 

R.  C.  Auchmuty,  pay  marine  corps [ 

W.  Dnlaney,  pay  marine  corps 

T.  S.  Eniilish,  pay  marine  corps ' 

C.  r;iyiiiis,  pay  marine  corps 

A.  J;  ■-<,  [ay  maiiue  corps 

C.  1".  Sm.'i  III--,  pay  marine  corps 

J.  U.  W'illiaiii.s,  pay  marine  corps 

A.  Edsou,  pay  marine  corps 

G.  W.  Walker,  pay  marine  corps 

A.  N.  Brevoort,  pay  riiar.ne  corps 

H.  N.  Grabb,  pay  marine  corps 

F.  H.  Hall,  pay  marine  corps [ 

C.  Smith,  pay  marine  corps 

J.  W.  Shaumberg,  pay  marine  corps ' 

T.  Lee,  pay  marine  corps 

T   L.  C.  Watkins,  pay  marine  corps 

G.  F.  Lindsay,  pay  marine  corps 

Buller  Cocke,  pay  and  subsistence,  $9,931.59;  repairs,  $102.74;  rewarding  oflicers  and  crew 

Wasp,  $174.14 ' 

C.  Prior,  contingent,  1830 

R.  D.  Moore,  contingent,  1 830 ". ' 

W.  F.  Grymes,  medicines  and  hospital  stores 

H.  Moore,  medicines  and  hospital  stores 

*R.  F.  Stockton,  survey  of  Savannah 

John  Harris,  clnthin-  marine  corps 

J.  K.  Mik-hvll,  C!.uti,i-ent,  1830 

C.  C.  Tapper,  j.ay  manne  corps \]\ 

J.  Mornsun,  pruvisimis 

T.  S.  Cunningham,  contingent,  1825,  §200;  contingent,  1827,  $400 "  *. 

C.  liav,  contingent,  1827 

E.  L.  bubarrv,  cuntinr-'ont,  1827 

W.  Dra).  I     :.  ,v      1,1. 

G.  Sulli\,iii,  -■   I,    ,        :t,  l>s27 

C.  B.  Cli.Ni^,  >    ,,;.    ..  :.i,  1827 

R.  E.  Jb.uc,  vuniuiuriu,  1827 

J.  \V.  Feaco,  slave  trade 

John  E.  Holt,  contingent,  1829 \ 

John  L.  Rin--,  contingent,  1830 

H.  H.  Hobbs,  contingent,  1830 [[ 

J.  R.  Chandler,  contingent  1830 

M.  H.  Smith,  contingent  1830 ' 

J.  Butterfield,  repiairs  of  sloops-of-war 

W.  L.  Gordon,   contingent  1830 

J.  S.  Ellis,  contingent  1830 

Symonds  &  Cook,  repairs  of  sloops-of-war 

Snjith  &  Co.,  repairs  of  sloops-of-war 

Fry  &  Co.,  repairs  of  sloops-of-war 

F.  White,  repairs  of  sloops-of-war 

White  &  Hungrrf  rd,  rrraii-^  of  sloops-of-war 

Deunison  &  Syai    :    !   ,  ,        :      •  .f  sloops-of-war 

J.  Dennison,  rrp:i  ;  - !  -l-war 

Ely  &  Vaiign,  iri,,:  i,  ^  -  ■!   J. .  .i,.-,jf-war , ..'. 

Henry  &  Ely,  repairs  of  slo(jps-of-war 

•  R.  F.  Stockton  is  credited  with  $89.25,  under  tlie  head  of  pay  and  subsistence. 
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B.  Bingham,  repairs  of  sloops-of-war $251  83 

Cummings  &  Dciuiison,  repairs  of  sloops-of-war 405  00 

E.  L.  Clark,  repairs  of  sloops-of-war 4,  3.d0  00 

Lawrence  &  Co.,  repairs  of  sloops-of-war '^ '  I?'3  '^  ^'^ 

Parsons  &  Co.,  repairs  of  sloops-of-war 113  11 

Hooker  &  Co.,  repairs  of  sloops-of-war 182  25 

Hall  &  Co.,  repairs  of  sloops-of-war ^  '*^^,  *^'^ 

Huguinin  &  Co.,  repairs  ot  sloops-of-war 353  34 

Bronson  &  Co.,  repairs  of  sloops-of-war ISO  00 

John  Randolph,  contingent  1830 149  41 

W.  H.  Brown,  coutingeut  1830 3  30 

Eecapltidation  of  balances  due  less  thtfii  three  years. 

APPROFRIATIONS.  Dr. 

Pav  and  subsistence $31,150  65 

Provisions 20, 900  02 

Medicines  and  hosjutal  stores 253  82 

Contingent  for  1825 309  64 

Contingent  prior  \n  1^24 3,015  28 

Contingent  f  .r  1  s24 200  00 

Contingent  tur  lS-0 439  30 

Contingent  f  .r  1821 813  60 

Contingent  for  1828 453  85 

Contingent  for  1829 '^''^  ^? 

Navy  pension  fund 12,348  35 

Privateer  pension  fund 3,396  63 

Navy  hospitals 11,063  88 

Improvement  of  navy 5,056  40 

Navy  yards 2, 000  00 

Arrearages 4 ,  049  50 

Reimbursement  of  marshal  of  Florida 1,519  51 

Rewarding  officers  of  the  Hornet 872  56 

Rewarding  Captain  Elliot 3,633  28 

Slave  trade 6,110  21 

Increase 100  00 

Repairs 102  12 

Rewarding  ofKcers  and  crew  of  the  Wasp 114  14 

Survey  of  Savannah 48()  44 

Pay,  &c.,  marine  corps 1 ,  044  24 

Clothing  marine  corps 951  IS 

Repairs  of  sloops-of-war 28 ,  931  08 

Contingent  1830 2,564  62 

Total  debits $119,421  81 

tv. 

Pay  and  subsistence §89  25 

Privateer  pension  fund 200  00 

Total  credits $2^9  25 


C. 

Abstract  of-^ accounts  that  cannot  be  closed  without  further  ajypropriations  or  authority  to  transfer. 

APPROPRIATIOXS.  Dr. 

George  Wade,  pay  and  subsistence $181  90 

S.  Wdkinson,  pay  and   subsistence 306  28 

L.  Deblois,    pay   and    subsistence,    $9,248.49;    navy   yanls,    §250. SS;    prcjvisions,    $247.68; 

seventy-fours  and  frigates,  §18,149.15;  repairs,  §1,464.11 29,360  91 

E.  Barnwell,  pay  and   subsistence 1,258   19 

George  Beale,  sr.,  provisions :^io  qq 

S.  H.  Babbit,  pay  and  subsistence 6,296  06 

T.  Crab!),  cnmingent   for   ] ,s24 34  35 

D.  Higginbnthai,>,  pay  and  subsistence,  §168.31;  contingent  prior  to  1824,  $30 198   61 

A.  F.  Hani. .11,  pay  an. i  sulisi^^lcnce 2,189   28 

John  Chaluier.s,  c..uliii-  m   prior  to  1824,  $241.99;  ordnance,  $95.48;  navy  yards,  $283.01; 

provisions,  S2r,.(i4:   ten  sl...jps,  $1,576.47;  seventy-fours  and  frigates,  $2,514.43 4,743  48 

George  Parker,  pay  ai,.l  ^ulsisteuce 1,536  92 

L.  B.  Page,  pay  an.l  subsisimce 635  56 

W.  C.  Green,  contingent  prior  to  1824 3  00 

John  Harrison,  pay  and  subsistence 66   67 

F.  B.  Gamble,  pay  and  subsistence 101   38 

0.  L.  Chevalier,  contingent  prior  to  lS:i4 18   75 

Jos.  H.  Hawkins,  ordnance,  §322.66;  provisioJis,  $27,623.11 27,945  71 


1S31.]  IRREGULARITY    OF    ACCOUNTS. 

William  Stnwart,  pay  and  subsistence,  $3,259.03;  provisions,  $580.1.5 

R.  Swartw.iiit,  c.rdnance,  §5,000.47;  shot  and  shells,  $53,500;  repairs    S'jij '95V.55" 
F.  S.  l^.-atlic,  ediuiniiviit   prior  to  1824 ;. 

S.    (t.    r.lo,l-ott,    puV    -AlA     Mll.sist<.lKV 

James  11.  ( 'ln,ton;,.oni  in-,i,t  nrior  to  1821 
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11.  b.   l,a|.;.,   p.iv  ;.IH|   M,h:,:.l, >,„■,. 2,9(32    08 

Jona.  Smith.  p;,v  and  sul.s:si,.|,re 224  45 

W.  M.  Cahhv,.|l.  pav  and   .u'.sistenee 5OS   23 

Jame.S  Hmshaw,  payan.l  Mdisislmirc [ //_  g^gQo    gg 

John  Calla-h.T,  pay  ami   sul.srstmjce I9  93 

John  Fitzlm.uli,  pay  and  .snl.sislmi.x' 943  07 

Samuel  .Vii.uus,  pay  and  sulisistence 9,840   24 

M.  U.  Atwood,  pay  and  subsistence 1    ]()5  55 

A.  II.  M.  Conkling,  pay  and  subsistence {^(^^  26 

I),  (iieisino-er,  pay  and  subsistence,  $432;   pay  uf  stations,  $22.18 454  jg 

Geor,^•e  8.  ^Vise,  pay  and  subsistence,  $16,274.33;  pay  of  stations,  $117.02;  provisions, 
$462.37;  eontius-cnt  i'or  1824,  $3,389.07;  increase,  $13,950.89;  ordnance,  $230. OS- 
suppression  of  piracy,  $12.20 34,436  51 

Joseph  Costin,  pay  and  subsistence, qqi    h 

J.  13.  Fanmm;-,    pav  and  subsistence o   3-^5   62 

0.  S.  Faino.  rontinuvnt   for  1824 ' '.  '    34  35 

M.  E.  I'.allard,  pay  and  subsistence 3,056  00 

J.  13.  Wilkm.-oii,  pay  and  subsisti'iicc,  $52,978.80;  pay  and  stations,  $18,240.47;  provisions, 
SI.O'.m;,  ■_>:!:   nK'dniih's  an.l  liosniiat  stores,  $1,074.57 ;   repairs,  $184.35;  contiug-ent  f  a- 

1824,  .?:;.li)l.:;2;  rontim^vnt  lor  1826,  $435.13 77,110  87 

E.  r.  Kcnnody.  pay  and    snl^sisl-nc,. ,,(,4   qO 

J.  Cassin,  pay  and  sid isistcmv 288   00 

J.  Stanslauy.  pay  and    sub-;ist  mirc ]2(3    K) 

J.  Wilkinson,  pay  and    sulisi^icncc 244   00 

F.  .MrDonon-h,  pav  and  sulisistence 2,902   83 

D    I'oilm-,   pav  and   sidisistoncc,  $4,236.78;   contingent  for  1825,  $5,000 9,236   78 

J.  W  Tn;tl,.,  ron!in-oni  prn,r  to  1824 .' 43  00 

A.  J.   Dallas,  pay  and    sni.sistmice 2,667    25 

John  Kamlall,  p  ly  and  ,-iihsislcnce,  $48.63 ;  provisions,  $968.48;  repairs,  $1,474.74 2,491   85 

13.  V.  llolViuan,  ]^av  and   sulisistence 1,861   49 

R.  .M.  I),  slia,  modiVinrs  and   liospiital  stores 528   70 

B.  Godwin,  pay  and  snhsislonrc 300   43 

Jacob  bowls,   p.y'and    .nl'^l.lrnvr ...'.]...[...[...'...'.[..'.'..'.'. .[[['.['.'.[['.'.'.'.['.'.'.'.'.  ],549   95 

Sol.    b'nit.a-,  pav  and  snlisisimro 2,538   00 

J.  1;.  Shorw.iod,  pav  and  suiisisimcc 846  80 

J.  I>.   WiUiam-on,  piv  and  siilisistcnrc 56   93 

^V.  M.  Clark.',  pav  and  suhsisl.mce 73   38 

C.  L.  Sprni-rr,    pav  and    Mdisistouce 912   86 

A.  15.  Lord,  pav  and  sul.sislrnce 1 ,756  05 

Gen.  Drayton,  pay  and  subsistence 933   16 

J.  A.  Hambleton,  pay  and  subsistence 3,397   96 

R.   Ilamersley,   pay  and  subsistence 34   90 

Al.raliam  llo.sark,  pay  and  snl.sislciice 55    70 

Olho  Xorris,  pav  and   sul.sisimce 137    12 

AV.  ('.  Chanmov,   pay  and   subsistence 2,694  00 

Isaa,'  Hull,  ],avand  sniisisi  mcc 131    78 

Josrph  11.    Larv.  pav  and  sid.sistence,  $5,266.04;  contingent  for  1829,  $122.56 5,388  60 

J.-s.so  1).  Hlliotp  p.av  and  snl>sistence LJ2  96 

K.  W.  Carpmiicr,  .•onlin-ciit  prior  to  1824,  $66.75;   contingent  for  1826,  $100 166   75 

Jo.siah  ('Ml,-.lon,  pav  and  .-n  I  isistence 1,301   38 

Li.  Tiunor,  pay  .and  ^u\,.i.\ruvr 3,512   00 

Samuel  ilam'blelou,  pay  aud  subsistence,  $21,816.04;  pay  of  stations,  $5,261.62;  medicines 
and  hospital  st(n'es,  $276.39;  repairs,  $5,285.03;  superintendents,  $4,300;  Navy  yard, 

Fensacola,    $3,862.63 40,801    71 

S.  P.  Todd,  pay  and  subsistence,  $18,354.35;  increase,  $16,799.19;  ten  sloops,  $25.33;  super- 
intendents, $2,749.98 37 , 928  85 

W.  P.  Zaut7,ino-er,   pay  aud  subsistence 8,  741   38 

J.  B.  Timberlake,  pay  and  subsistence,  $19,723.20;  contingent  for  1827,  $500.00 20,223  20 

W.  Sinclair,  contingent  for  1829,  $298.95;  survey  of  Savannah,  $366.11 665  06 

N.  Amory,  pay  and  subsistence,  $794.66;  contingent  for  1828,  $56.23 850  89 

D.  M.  F.  Thornton,  pay  and  subsistence 185   18 

F.  A.  Thornton,  pay  and  subsistence,  $718.56;  provisions,  $2,806  00 3,524  56 

J.  W.  Sherburne,  pay  of  rations 542  13 

R.  Henley,   pay   and"  subsistence,    $1,29  >. 93;  contingent  for  1828,   $27.00;  contingent  for 

1828',  not  enumerated,  $182.50 1,508  43 

N.  Lyde,  pay  aud  subsistence,  $1,677.85;  pay  of  stations,  $1,625.41;  increase,  $3,351.62.  .  6,654  88 
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John  Hall,  pay  and  subsistence $150  00 

Jaines   Beatty,  pay   and   subsistence,  $1,481.74;  increase,    $2,532.39;  conting-cnt   for   1826, 

not  enumerated,  §3,617.00;  contingent  for  1827,  not  enumerated,  $1,004.02 8,635   15 

A.  P.  Darragh,  pay  and  subsistence,  $12,364.65;  pay  of  stations,  $12,690.42;  medicines  and 
hospital  stores,   $8,945.35;  repairs,  $2,186.28;  ordnance,   $646.64;  increase,    $295.65; 

contingent  for  1825,  $194.00. 37, 322  99 

C.  G.  Ridgiey,  pay  and  subsistence,  $6,475.39;  contingent  for    1829,  $3.10;   contingent    for  ^ 

1825,  $500 6,978  49 

James  Brooks,  contingent  for  1824 92   10 

W.  Sinclair,  pay  and  subsistence,  $4,063.81;  contingent  for  Brandywine,  $485.56 4,549  37 

Geo.  Macdaniel,  provisions,  $S4, 470. 95;  medicines  and  hospital  stores,  $8,919.13;  contingent 
for  1824,  $39.88;  contingent  for  1827.  $687.60;  improvement  of  the  navy,  $20,888.43; 
contingent  tur  1S2T,  HDtViiamerated,  $37.00;  arrearages,  $393.98;  prohibition  of  slave 
trade,  $300.00;   l>iv;,k\v:itrr,  $389.35;  contingent  for    1825,    not   enum!  rated,  $114.57; 

survey  of  Ch.nlr.slun  and  St.  Mary's,  $706.87;  navy  pension  fund,  $1.248.50 118,196  26 

T.  Winn,  pay    and    subsistence,   $2,373.03;    provisions,    $4,486.71;  arro  .rages,   $1,524.00; 

incluied  plane,  $5,840.29;  ship  hou.ses,  $2,900  00 17,124  03 

Richard  McCall,  pay   and  subsistence,   $14,427.87;   provisions,    $65,367.65;  contingent  for 

1824-,  $408.13;  contingent  for  1827,  $13,310.49;  ordnance,  $287.57 93,801   70 

J.  Watson,  pay  and   subsistence,  $3,205.16;  pay  of  stations,  $1.12;  improvement  of  navy, 

$143.66;  arrearages,  $183.63 .* .  3,533  57 

C.  0.  Handy,  pay  and  subsistence,  $33.94;   pay  of  stations,  $142.05;  contingent  for    1829, 

$2.45;  na\^y  yards,  $150.00;  superintendents,   $671.57 1,000  03 

J.  H.  Clark,  pay  and  subsistence,   $2,188.30;  contingent  for  1827,  $3,636.63 6,824  93 

G.  Thomas,  pay  and  subsistence 3,045  00 

Miles    King,    pay    and    subsistence,    $9,574.74;    pay    of    stations,    $8,653.90;    provisions, 

$39,322.12;  repairs,  $10,167.48;  suppression  of  piracy,  $1,583.88;  laborers,  $2,765.79  72,067  91 

M.  Hogan,  pay  and  subsistence,  $630.59;  pro%asious,  $77,639.02;  contingentfor  1830,  $273.07  78,542  68 

J.  K.  Paulding,  pay  and  subsistence 4, 741  80 

J.  Garretson,  pay  and  subsisti'iicc,  $1,459.39;  pay  of  stations,   $155.48;  provisions,  $86.50  1,701   37 

James  Riddle,  pay  and  subsist, .n.c 4,298  89 

T.  Ap  C.  Jones,  pay  and  siibsisiciuv 2,581   02 

Geo.  Harrison,  provisions,  81, :;',);!.:.()•,  medicines  and  hospitals,  $180.83;  repairs,  $3,215.47; 
contingent  for  1829,  $438.17 :  navy  yards,  $2,893.00;  increase,  $10,658.86;  improve- 
ment of  navy,  $17,661.22;  sii|.-nn|Vihl.'nts,  $512.50;  contingent  for  1827,  not  enume- 
rated, $94.78;  navy  hospital,  81  2,!;44.ST  ;  prohibition  of  the  slave  trade,  $150.00 49,843  20 

W.  McMurtrie,  pay  and  snbsist.'n.-c 10,719  62 

J.  P.  Henry,  pay  and  sul)sistence,  8511.08;  provisions,  $1,402.25 1,913  33 

Bank    United    States,   provisimis,   $84,206.29;    medicines  and   hospital    stores,    $3,831.96; 

repairs,   $7,419.20 95,457  45 

R.  D.  Harris,  provisions,  $5, 1 99.25 ;  repairs,  3  cents 5 , 1 99  28 

John  Mason,  ordnance 12,214  19 

Isaac  Chauncey,  pay  and  subsistence,  $24,011.14;  repairs,  $58,740.37;  contingent  prior  to 
1824,   $56,904.72;    crmtingent  for   1828,    $78.00;  improvement   of  the   navy,    $189.00; 

arrearages,    $183.13 140,106  36 

Gwinn  Harris,  pay  and  subsistence,  $2,242.81;  provisions,  $27,655.77;  orduance,  $200.00.  .  30,098  58 

E.  Fitzgerald,  pay  and  subsistence 67«   23 

J,,s,.pli  \Vils,,n,  pay  and   subsistence 5,099  26 

William  M.  ,<:mds,"i,ay  and  subsistence 1,202   50 

John  Ue  Bree,  pay  and   subsistence 241   31 

Silas  Butler,  pay  and  subsistence 515  44 

E.  N,  Cox,  pay  and  subsistence 3,520  88 

N.  H.  Perry,  pay  and  subsistence 8,221  59 

Henry  Etting,  pay  and  subsistence 361  07 

L.  Kearney,  pay  and  subsistence 64  00 

William  B.  Finch,  pay  and  subsistence,  $3,426.55;  medicines  and  hospital  stores,  $83.25; 
repairs,  $100.00;  contingent  for  1827,  $91.80;  contingent  for  1828,  $338.59;  contingent 

for  1829,  $30.75 4, 070  94 

David  Conner,  pay  and  subsistence,  $2,744.50;  contingent  for  1827,  $300.00 3,044  50 

James  Biddle,  pay  and  subsistence,  $15,566.22;  contingent  for  1827,  $1,948.53 15,504  75 

Charles  Lowndes,  contingent  iiriortol824 17   00 

John  N.    Sherbui-n.',    jn-ovisions 1,568  91 

William  Pearson,  pay  ami  subsistence,  $41.61;  contingent  prior  to  1824,  $69.85 Ill   46 

Amos  Binney,  contingent  lor  1824,  $6,718.43;  ordnance,  $1,249.74;  increase,  $12,239.78; 
ten  sloops,  $3,829.98;  superintendents,  $1,500.00;  contingentfor  1826,  $1,539.40;  con- 
tingent for  1825,  $23,321.30 ! 50,398   63 

Nathaniel  Amorj',  pay  and  subsistence 794   66 

Wolcott  Chauncev,  jkiv  and  subsistence 2,594  00 

Th.  Dillard,  contingent  lur  ls27 99  25 

G.  W.  Hammerslev,  e,,nlin-ent    prior  to  1824 125   00 

William  Ili-ii-ins,  pay  and  subsistence,  $1,654.20;  provisions,  $7,253.10;  ordnance,  $2,649.20  11,556   50 

Ptobert  ('.  Ludlnw,  pay  and    subsisfenee 11,302  32 

A.  B.  Lenl,  pay  and  subsist, •n,-e 1,756   05 

W.  Nichelson,  ,'..nlin-,nt  prn.r  to   1824 350  00 

B.  I.  Neale,  jiayaial  subsistemr 7,044   06 

Samuel  Itielianb't,  pay  and    subsistence 1,088   17 

G.  K.  Spenee,  pay  an.l   subsistence 2,386   24 

R   Newell,  increase,  8>^42.56;  ten   sloops,   $366.86 1 ,209  42 

A.  Grayson,  pay,  $859.92;  military  stores,  $453.04;  contingent,  $1,908.03 3,280  99 
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John  Crabb,  pay S64,869  SI 

K.  M.  Desna,  pay,  $152,153.11;  military  stores,   $355.00;  contiiig-ent,  $100.00 153,208   11 

F.  A.  Thornton,  pay _' g  3^3  q2 

John  Hall,   pay ...............[  5'  184   66 

George  Macdaniel,  contingent I4  43 

Miles    King,  pay.  . [..[[['.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'..'.  5,810  51 

R.  Swartwciiil,  coutiiigrnt 0]^ 

George   Harrison,    pay I97    7^ 

Joseph  L.  Kulm,  pay 36,424   02 

Edgar  Patterson,  military  stores 2   150  00 

Recapitulation  of  a  ■counts  that  cannot  be  closed  without  further  appropriations,  or  authority  to  transfer. 

Dr. 

Pay  and  subsistence $429, 330  68 

Provisions 435' 641   00 

Increase    60,610  94 

Ten  sloops. 5, 198  64 

Pay  of  stations 41,451   80 

Medicines  and  hospital  stores 23,^40   18 

Repairs 103,018   11 

Ordnance   22,950  56 

Navy  yards .* 3,516  95 

Improvement  of  the  navy 3.'^ ,  s32  31 

C(mting-ent  prior  to  1824' 51 ,  954  06 

Contingent  for  1824 13,811   63 

Contingent  for  1825 29,015  30 

Contingent  for  1826 2,014  53 

Contingent  for  1821 20,514   30 

Contingent  for  1828 499  82 

Contingent  for  1829 895  98 

Contingent  for  1830 213  01 

Contingent  for  1825,  not  enumerated 114  51 

Contingent  for  1826,  not  enumerated 3,611  00 

Contingent  for  1821,  not  enumerated 1,135  80 

Contingent  for  1828,  not  enumerated 182  50 

Prohibition  of  tiie   islave  trade 450  00 

Suppression  of  piracy 1 ,  596  68 

Ship  houses ". 2,900  00 

Laborers 2,16519 

Superintendents 9, 134  01 

Inclined  plane 5,840  29 

Survey  of  Savannah,  &c 365  11 

Survey  of  Charleston  and  St.   Mary's 100  81 

Contingent,  Brandywine 485  56 

Navy  pension  fund 1 , 24S  50 

Navy  hospital 12,644  81 

Arrearages 2, 284  14 

N  avy  yard  at  Pensacola 8,86263 

Breakwater , 389  35 

Shot  and  shells 13, .500  00 

Seventy-fours   and  frigates 20, 664   18 

Marine  corps,  pay 215 ,  552  88 

Marine  corps,  military  stores 3,508  04 

Marine  corps,  contingent 2 , 082  46 

Total $1 ,  661 ,920   15 

Accounts  that  cannot  he  closed  without  further  appropriations,  or  authority  to  transfer. 

Cr. 

George  Wade,  contingent  prior  to  1824 ^^2  40 

H.  Wilkinson,  contingent  prior  to  1824 <U   01 

L.  Deblois,  provisions,  $1,350.85;  five  schooners,  $6,445.15 1,196  00 

E.  Barnwell,  contingent  prior  to  1 824 1 ,  258  19 

Geo.  Beale,  sr.,  superintendents 1''0  40 

F.  H.  Babbitt,  contingent  prior  to  1824 5,033  38 

Tho   Crabb,  pay  and  subsistence ^'^  ^^ 

Lieutenant  lligginbotham,  contingent  prior  to  1824 I'JS   61 

A.  F.  Hanlon,  provisions,  $820;  contingent  prior  to  1824,  $61.20 881   20 

John  Chalmers,  pay  and  subsistence,  $26.04;  repairs,  $336.99;  increase,  $136.01 1,099  04 

George  Parker,  provisions 101   24 

L.  B.  Page,  contingent  prior  to  1 824 636  56 

William  Greene,  pay  and  subsistence a  00 

John  Harrison,  navy  yards 66  67 

F.  B.  Gamble,  contingent  prior  to  1824 101   38 

0.  L.  Chevalier,  medicines  and  hospital  stores •  1"  "^ 

J.  H.  Hawkins,  medicines  and  hospital  stores,  $3,249.26;  contingent  prior  to  1824,  §8,421.96; 

superintendents,  $8,922.08;  survey  of  Florida  coast,  $1,448;  laborers,  $2,881.13 24,935  05 

William  Stewart,  contingent  prior  to  1824 1 ,  154  53 

R.  Swartwout,  pay  and  subsistence,  $54,270.23;  navy  yards,  $1,012.32. 55,342  55 

VOL.  Ill 107  L 
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T.  S.  Boattie,  pay  and  subsistence S50  00 

S.  G.  Blodgett,  coiitino-ont  prinr  to  1824 72  00 

J.  H.  Clinton,  pay  and  subsistence 52 

Green  Lyncli,  contingent  prior  to  1824 754  48 

J.  E.  McDonald,  contingent  prior  to  1824 105  80 

0.  A.  Page,  coutingent^i-ior  to  1824 265  00 

H.  B.  Rapp,  contingent  prior  to  1824 447  36 

Jonathan  Smith,  contingent  prior  to  1824 224  45 

W.  M.  Caldwell,  contingent  prior  to  1824 400  16 

J.  B.  Nevitt,  contingent  prior  to  1824 99  82 

James  Renshaw,  contingent  for  1824,  $49.91;  contingent  prior  to   1824,  $6,203.97 6,253  88 

John  Gallagher,  contingent  for  1824 19  98 

John  Fitzhugh,  navy  yards 8  46 

Samuel  Angus,  contingent  prior  to  1824 9,007   10 

M.  C.  Atwood,  contingent  prior  to  1824 1 , 1 95  56 

A.  Gravson,  contingent  prior  to  1824 81  00 

A.  H.  M.  Conkling,'  contingent  prior  to   1824 182  94 

D.  Geisinger,  pay  and  subsistence,  $22.18;  medicines  and  hospital  stores,  $48.44;  contin- 

gent prior  to  1824,  S3S3.50 454   18 

George  S.  Wise,  contingwit  prior  to   1824,  $6,665.35;  navy  yards,  $1,996.01 8,661   36 

Joseph  Caustin,  contino-ent  prior  to  1824 661   14 

J.  B.  Fannin-    conlin-t'nt  prior  to  1824 1,105  00 

0.  S.  Paine,  cintiii-ciit  IV.r  1824 68  40 

H.  E.  Ballanl,  cum  in-ciit  for  ls21 3,056  00 

Joseph  B.   Wilkinson,  navv  vanls 11    80 

E.  P.  Kennedv,  contingent  pri.,r  to  1824 904  00 

Joseph  Cassiii,  contingent  for  1825 288   00 

J.  Stansberry,  contingent  prior  to   lb24 126   16 

J.  Wilkinson,  contingent  for   1825 244  00 

T.  McDonough,  contingent  for  1825 2,902  83 

D.  Porter,  contingent  prior  to  1824,  $3,508.83;  suppression  of  piracy,  $300.00 3,808   83 

J.  P.  Tuttle,  pay' and  subsistence 43  00 

A.  J.  Dallas,  contingent  prior  to  1824 2,567   25 

John  Randall,  contingent  for  1824,  $200.00;  contingent  pri.n-  to  1S24,  $1,894.23;  contingent 

for  1825,  $397.62 2,491  85 

B.  V.  Hofljnan,  contingent  prior  to   1824 1 ,  861   49 

S.  W.  Melville,  contingent  for  1826 80  00 

T.  W.  Crenshaw,  contingent  for   1826 80  00 

T.  A.  Hunt,  contingent  for  1826  s 80  00 

E.  H  Stewart,  contingent  prior  to  1824 105  77 

D.  Cameron,  contingent  for  1826 35 

B.  Godwin,  contingent  prior  to  1824 152  42 

J.  P.  Prince,  contingent  prior  to  1824 2,059  54 

T.  Watts,  contingent  prior  to   1824 26  50 

J   Lewis,  .■ontingcnt  |>rior  to  1824 1,165   19 

Sol.  Rntter,  contingent  prior  to  1824 1,836  55 

J.  D.  Williamson,  contingent  prior  to  1824 56  93 

J.  B.  Sherwood,  contingent  prior  to  1824 71    80 

W.  M.  Clarke,  contingent  prior  to  1824 73  38 

C.  L.  Sprino-er,  contingent  prior  to  1824 676  57 

A.  B.  Lonl,  contingent  prior  to  1824 906  00 

Gen.  Uravtoii,  cuiilingent  prior  to  1824 37   01 

J.  N.  Hunililelon,  contingent  for  1825,  $2,478.35;  contingent  for   1826,  $434.52;  contingent 

for  1827,  $485. 09 3,397  96 

R.  Hammersley,  contingent  prior  to  1824 96  85 

Abraham  Hossack,  contingent  pri(n-  to  1824 8   15 

T.  S.  Blodgett,  contingent  prior  to  1824 12  89 

J.  W.  Hunter,  contingent  for  1825 28  52 

Otho  Norris,  contingent  for  1826 137   12 

W.  Chauncey,  contingent  for  1825 1 ,  932  00 

1.  Hull,  contingent  for  1827 131  78 

I.  H.  Terry,  contingent  for  1824,  $1,293.82;  contnigent  for  1825,  $2,787.79;  contingent  for 

1826,  $1,075.37 5, 156  98 

J.  D.  Eliot,  survey  of  ports,  &c 192  96 

J.  Colston,  contingent  for  1825,  $584.69;  contingent  for  1826,  $337.19;  arrearages,  $379.50.  1,301  38 

Lt.  Turner,  contingent  for  1826,  $756 756  00 

S.  Hambleton,  contingent  prior  to   1S24,  $6,420.41;  contingent  for  1827,  $1,921.91;  ord- 
nance, $610.34;  navy  yards,  $28,744.80;  contingent  for  1827,  not  enumerated,  $435.92  38, 132  98 

G.  Beale,  contingent  for  1824,  $660;  contingent  prior  to  1824,  $21.62;  contingent  for  1825, 

$820.25 1,50187 

C.  fiobb,  contingent  for  1827,  $10 10  00 

J.  C.  Carter,  contingent  for  1827,  $15 15  00 

J.  S.  Hart,  contingent  for  1827,  $5.35 5  35 

S.P.Todd,  ccnitingent  prior  to  1824,  $5,384.26;  contingent  for   1826,   $45;  contingent  for 

1827,  $2,525.82;  navy  yards,  $28,684.74;  live  schooners,  $1,289.03 37,928  85 

W.  P.  Zantzinger,  contingent  for  1827,  $786.99;  contingent  for  1829,  $987.90 1,774   89 

J.  B.  Timberlake,  contingent  for  1824,  $601.83;  contingent  prior  to  1824,  $717.90;  contin- 
gent for  1825,  $2,235.31;  contingent  for  1826,  $2,294.57 5,849  61 

W.  Sinclair,  pay  of  stations,  $7.82;  contingent  for  1825,  $163.48;  contingent  fur  1827,  $451.28  612  58 
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N.  Amory,  contingent  for  1829,  S5S4.10 §584   lo 

D.  M.  F.  Thornton,  contiu.^-.'ut  i\,v  l,S-27,  .Sl;sr..ls "...[[....'.'..'.  185   18 

J.  W.  Sherburne,  survey  of  8,i\  aiiiinh.  ct.'  ,  8"i42.l:; 542   ]3 

F.  A.  Thornton,  contin.L;- 'iit  ]>\-\.<v  \-<  [^^i.  6\0:;j 'Jt;  suppression  of  piracy,  $4,874.(54 12,907   58 

R.  Henley,  pay  of  st;itiM;is,  S  t-JH '.»:;•.  r.iitiii  ;:'.it  prior  to  1824.  $S72 1,298  93 

N.  Lyde,  contingent  prior  to  isi'l,  S l:)\).\-2;   ,oi,tin-,.„t  1826,  $513.55;  ten  sloops,  §4,180.88  4,990   55 

H.  A.  Steele,  contni;'-.nt  for  isjT.  .^.'.l'.V,  .•.nUn-.-ut  for  1828,  §1,05 3  30 

J.Beatty,  contin-oi.tfor  l-il.-..  .?:;J::.:;2  :  .v,iiUn-Mit  for  1826,  $3,586.82;  contingent  for  1827, 

$1,067.10;  rontin-ri,i  ,\.v  1  sJ>.  sr,.  l.yl ;  ten  sloops,  $359.87;   five  schooners,  $2,317.23  8,635   15 

T.  J.  Clieu-,  e.  ,„l  i„;:-on  1   I',  ,r   1  --i;,  S;-  oO ,32   50 

A.  P.  I):inM,-!i,  r  .iiiiii-,;i;  imo,  1  .  isiii,  $1,050;  contingent  for  1826,  $5,180.04;  contingejit 
fi.u-  Is-JT.  .'I'.l.J  !'.i.l'-;   rMiiiiM;^,  i,t    f,,r  1828,  $1,027.34;  navy  yards,   $21,678.60;  contin- 

genl  f.r  1>-.-.,  iioi   ,.miiM..r;.|.Ml,  81,'.»:]7.73 37,322   99 

C.  W.  l!:innisl,T,  , lii,-:'nl   forlS-S,   Hi)  oMits qQ 

W.    R   Jonos,  r,,u,i,„v:M   f,r  Is^T,  i^l.M) 1    50 

D.  F.  Dulauov.  ,-,,nlJii- .iit    for    r-;28,  90  cents 90 

J.  C.  Grahaui,  roniih-ont  for  1S28,  90  cents 90 

C.  G.  Rid-oly,  ro„ti„;.-.„i  prior  to  1824 3,504  33 

Jame.s  Brooks,  cmiii  inurn'    for   1825 92   10 

W.  Sinclair,  pill-.  .,  /  ,i'i  1^.  1,1  prior  to  1824 4,063  81 

Geo.  Macdanirl,  .  ,^  .,   !  •  1S24,  $1,918.08;  contingent  for  1825,  $33,858.56;  con- 

tingent   fr    I    „v        ,7   ^;o'.r,l;    rontingent  for   1828,  $6,704.55;   contingent 'for   1829, 

$25.80;   iiicrca.'.,    s,jT,  1::J  (!,j ;  suppression  of  piracy,    $255.78;    ship  houses,    $158.74; 

survey  of  Florida  coast,   $71.82 117,247  34 

Timothy  Winn,  contingent  for  1824,  $5,312.08;  contingentfor  1825,  $600;  contingent  for  1826, 

$3,084.94;  contingentfor  1827.  $2,365.12;  five  schooners,  $3,018.48;  laborers,  $552.92       14,933  54 

R.  McCall,  contingent  prior  to  1824,  $48,071.58;  contingentfor  1825,  $7, 069. TO;  contingent 
for  1828,  $7,899.43;  contingent  for  1829,  $4,841.80;  contingent  for  1829,  not  enume- 
rated, $15,454.75;  contingent  for  1830,  not  enumerated,   $10,464.44 93,801   70 

C.  S.  Hunt,   ten  sloops 3,039  48 

J.  Watson,  contingent  for  1826,   $1,119.72;  contingent  for    1827,   $2,263.65;  navy  yards, 

$143.66;  contingent  for  1827,  not  enumerated.  $6.64 3,533  57 

C.  0.  Handy,  contingent  for  1824,  $845.46;  contingent  for  1825,  $154.57 1 ,000  03 

G.  Thomas,   pay   an.l   subsistence,   $3,076,90;  provisions,   $2,013.83;   contingent  for    1826, 

$31,35;  contiii-riit  f.r   1827,  $1,173.91 6,295   99 

J.  H.  Clark,  conlin-mt  lor  1825,  $2,745.52;  contingentfor  1826,  $1,039.43;  contingent  for 

1828,  8 1 . 1  TS.  1  1  ;  ,'ontingent  for  1829,  $826.87 "^ 5,789  93 

Miles  Kill-,  r  aiiiii  out  prior  to  1824,  $3,290.05-;  contingent  for  1825,  $15,478,22;  con- 
tiiiuaiii    lor    l-Jtl,    814,761.12;  contingentfor   1827,  $14,922,20;  contingent  for   1828, 

$9,52S.S2;  i-.niiiigent  for  1829,  $14,157.16;  five  schooners,  $381,67 72,519  34 

J.  P.  Henry,  contingent  prior  to  1824 1,753  65 

M.  Hogan.'pay  and  subsistence,  $9.97;  contingent  for  1824,  $10,903,59;  contingent  prior  to 
1824,  $7,074,58;  contingentfor  1825,  $35,656.81;  contingent  for  1827,  $7,891.68;  con- 
tingent for  1828,  $16,006.05 77,542  68 

Geo.  Harrison,  contingent  prior  to  ls24,  $2,337.87;  contingent  for  1826,  $1,251.23;  con- 
tingent for   1827,   $5,936.60;   contingent  for   1828,  $1,968.64;  ten   sloops,  $34,423.92; 

five  schooners,  $3,824.94 49,  743  20 

Wm.  McMurtrie,  contingent  for  1825,  §1.554.50;  contingent  for  1826,  $375.49;  contingent 

for  1827,  $8,789.63 10,719  62 

R.  D.  Harris,  contingent  for  1827 4, 284  28 

John   Mason,    inrrease 4,884  35 

J.  K.  PauMlic.;-.  o  .niiii-ent  for  1825,  $1,213.62;  contingent  for  1826,  $13.13;  contingent  for 

1827,  8J-':; -Jil;  ton  sloops,  $3,291,79 4,741   80 

J.  Garretsoii.cuiitiimcnt  for  1826,  $112.15;  contingent  1827,  $7.30;  contingent  1829,  $188,78  308  23 

J.  Riddle,  contingent  prior  to  1824,  $3,820.13;  contingent  for  1828,  $478.76 4,298  89 

T.  Ap  C.  Jones,  contingent  for  1825,  $662.49;  contingent  for  1827,  $884.53;  contingent  for 

1826,  not  enumerated,  $1,304.00 1,851   02 

Bank  United  States,    pay   and   subsistence,    $65,888.45;  contingent  for   1828,  $10,709.50; 

ordnance,  $700.01;  contingentfor  1828,  not  enumerated,  $12,309.31 89,607   27 

Gwinn  Harris,  pay  and  subsistence,  $11,328.35;  contingentfor  1825,  $S,664.57;  contingent 

for  1828,  $4,357.48;  contingent  for   1829,   $2,04;  ordnance,   $200,00;  superintendents, 

$1,035.55;  medicines  and  hospital  stores,  $1,407.55;  repairs,  $2,151.34;  provision.s,  $121       29,267  88 

E.  Fitzgerald,  contingent  for  1825,  $104,00;  contingent  for  1826,  $574,23 678  23 

Josepir  Wilson,  contuigent  for  1828,  $1,018.58;  ten  sloops,  $4,080.68 5,099  26 

W.  M.  Sands,   contingent  for   1826,    $747;  contingent  for   1827,   $189,06;  contingent  for 

1828,  $272.85;  contingent  for  1829,  $733.12 1,202  50 

John  De  Bree,  contingent  for  1826,  $150,00;  contingent  for   1827,  $91.31 241  31 

Silas  Butler,  contingent  for  1827 515  44 

E.  N.  Cox,  contingentfor  1826,  $831.61 ;  contingentfor  1827,  $804,74;  contingent  for  1826,  not 

enumerated,"$45.61;  contingent  for  1829,  not  enumerated,  $1,497,07;  arrearages,  $341.85  3,520  88 
Nathaniel  H.  Perry,   contingent^prior  to  1824.  $677.43;  contingent  for  1825,  $1,997,72;  con- 
tingent for  1826,  $3,733.64;  contingent  for  1828,  $18.75;  contingent  for  1829,  $1,814,05  8,221  59 
Henry  Etting,  contingent  for   1826,  $54,90;  contingent  for   1827,  $248,27;  contingent  for 

1828,    $57.90 36107 

Lawrence  Kearney,  contingent  for  1826 *54  00 

E.  J.  Weed,  provisions 101 ,  105  00 

Wm.  B.  Finch,  contingent  for  1825 1  >  349  67 

Edward  W.  Carpenter,  pay  and  subsistence,  $66.68;  contingent  prior  to  1824,  7  cts.;  con- 

tiug-ent  for  1827,  $100 1^6  7o 
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David  Connor,  pay  and  subsistence  $30;  conting-ent  for  1826,  $544 $574  00 

Isaac  Chauncey,  provisions,  $22,314.46;  conting-ent  prior  to  1824,  §18.40;  contingent  for 
1828,  $78;  ordnance,  $52,221.87;  arrearages,  $183.13;  medicines  and  hospital  stores, 
$3,801.49;  sloops-of- war,  $7,194.16;  improvement  of  tliCj  navy,  $189;  vessels  captured 

on  Lakes  Ontario  and  Champlain,  $10,000 96,000  51 

James  Biddle,  pay  and  subsistence,  $6,667.33;  provisions,  $3,377.83;  contingent  for  1827, 

$1,948.53;  contingent  for  1828,  $4,311.06;  superintendents,  $1,200 17,514  75 

Charles  Lowndes,  pay  and  subsistence,  $5;  contingent  for  1824,  $12 17  00 

JohuN.  Sherburne,  contingent  for  1828,  $209.61;  ten  sloops,  $1,359.30 1,568  91 

Henry  Lewis,  contingent  for  1828,  $89.92;  ten  sloops,  $7,772.33 7,862  25 

William  Pearson,  pay  and  subsistence Ill  46 

Amos  Binney,    contingent  prior  to   1824,  $19,601.92;  contingent  for   1828,  $856.80;  ship 

houses,  $6,003.48;  repairs,  $1,394.29 28,889  96 

N.  Amorv,  contingent  for  1828,  $56.23;  contingent  for  1829,  $584.10;  navy  yards,  $1,033.47  640  33 

Thomas  Dillard,  contingent  for  1825 4  90 

William  Higgins,  contin-mt  piiur  {„   ls24 2,093  25 

R.  C.  Ludlow,  contingent  Im-  l,--:.'4,  sC.ou;  contingent  prior  to  1824,  $6,945.80;  contingent  for 

1825,  $1,806.76;  cuntin-vnt   1-r  Is-JC,  §200 9,552  56 

A.  B.  Lord,  contingent  prior  to  ls2i 906  00 

AV.  Nicholson,  pay  and  subsistence 60  99 

Samuel  Eichardet,  contingent  prior  to  1824 8  50 

G.  K.  Spence,  contingent  prior  to  1824 84  48 

B.  J.  Neale,  contingent  prior  to  1824 600   00 

R.  Newell,  ten  sloops,  $842.56;  repairs  of  sloops,  $366  86 1 ,  209  42 

Marine  corps. 

M.  T.  Woolsey,  contingent 455  65 

A.  Grayson,  clothing,  $560.06;  fuel,  $2,639.93 3,199  99 

J.  B.  Wilkinson,  pay 89  53 

John  Crabb,  pay,  $.548.07;  contingent,  $4,010.61 4,558   68 

R.  iM.  Desha,  clothing,  $1,260.71;  contingent,  $28,663.80 29,924  51 

S.  Hambleton,  pav,  $1,117.58;  contingent,  $80.88 1,198  46 

S.  P.  Todd,  pav,  $4,443.65;  clothing,  $1,052.95 5,496  60 

J.  Hall,  clothing,  $2,816.28;  contingent,  $242.28 3,058  56 

Bank  United  States,  pay,  $4,873.09;  contingent,  $977.09 5,850  18 

J.  L.  Kuhn,  contingent 36,424  02 

Isaac  Chauncey,  pay,  $33,875.38;  contingent,  $10,230.47 44, 105  85 

Edgar  Patterson,  clothing 995  50 

Eecajntidation  of  accounts  that  cannot  be  closed  icithout  further  appropriations,  or  authority  to  transfer. 

APPROPRI.VTIOXS.  Cr. 

Pay  and  subsistence $141 ,  704  45 

Provisions 129,853  36 

Contingent  for  1824 23,622  77 

Contingent  prior  to  1824 192,517  67 

Contingent  for  1825 119,804  40 

Contingent  for  1826 59,504  .'  3 

Contingent  for  1827 75,317   76 

Contingent  for  1828 67 ,  304  33 

Contingent  for  1829 21,423  63 

Ordnance    53, 732  22 

Ten  sloops 57,997  51 

Arrearages 903  48 

Superintendents 11,328  03 

Medicines  and  hospital  stores 9,876  36 

Sloops-of-vvar 7,194   16 

Improvements  of  the  navy ]  S9  00 

Vessels  captured  on  Lakes  Ontario  and  Champlain 10, 000  00 

Navy  yards 83,440  13 

Ship  houses 6,16222 

Repairs 3 ,  882  62 

Repairs  of  sloops 366  86 

Pay  of  stations 4  34  75 

Increase 62,743  38 

Contingent  for  1825,  not  enumerated 5,259  82 

Contingent  for  1826,  not  enumerated '. 1 ,  349  61 

Contingent  for  1827,  not  enumerated 442  56 

Contingent  for  1829,  not  enumerated 16,951  82 

Contingent  for  1830,  not  enumerated 10,464  44 

Suppression  of  piracy 5,43042 

Five  schooners 17   ^76  50 

Laborers 3^ 440  65 

Survey  of  Savannah,  &c 542   13 

Survey  of  Florida  coast 1 ,  519  82 

Survey  of  ports 192  96 

Marine  corps: 

Ray 44, 947   30 

Clothing- 6,6S5  50 
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Fuel : $2, 639  93 

Cuntiugent 81 ,084  80 

Total $1,337,532  18 

Trf..\sury  DErARTSiENT,   Fijurth  Auditor's  Office,  November  1,  1830. 


Advances  to  disbursing  officers. 


To  whom  advi\neerl,  and  official  de- 
signation. 

1 

1    " 

i 

•r 
S 

i 

li 

1  -5- 

■l 

II 
1 

1 

.2 

li 

i 
1 

i 

.L         1.        1         1,,       L  . 

R.  McCall,  late  navy  agent,  Gibraltar 
Baring  Bros.  &  Co.,  navy  ag't,  London 
J.  Laighton,  navy  agent  Portsmouth. 
D.  D.  Brodhead,  navy  agent,  Boston. 
Chas.  P.  Tutt,  navy  agent,  Pensacola. 

89,014  58 
36,259  61 
r,.326  34 
85,450  00 
42,555  34 

' 

1,675  26 
1,215  97 
12,095  34 
6,411  56 
12,463  12 
20,373  16 
871  75 
18,639  38 
32,351  62 
24,034  15 

143  15 
1,544  92 

6,512  76 
45,026  59 
7,433  75 

364  98 

1,667  41 
16,206  16 
11,464  SO 

S88  94 
671   80 
62  50 

$140  59 

Nash  Legrand,  navy  agent,  Norfolk.. 
Isaac  Philips,  navy  agent,  Baltimore. 
Jas.  Riddle,  navy  agent.  New  Castle. 
G.  Harrison,  navy  agent,  Philadelphia 
J.  K.  Paulding,  navy  agent,  N.  York 

96,876  84 

10,195  09 

5,671  53 

37,804  Oo 

52,844  44 

114,300  67 

1,362  41 

112,380  12 

859  18 

11,361  26 
276  06 

71,763  70 
13,155  90 

26,312  97 
3,374  67 

1,591  33 
713  61 

8,074  30 

339  01 
46  30 

500  00 
2,154  77 

980  00 
75,394  60 
2,600  00 

2,900  00 
12,654  76 

12  00 
2,470  78 

100  CO 

' 

3,000  00 

E.  R.  McCall,  recruiting  officer 

7,600  00 

1,000  00 

7,773  36 

131  72 

647  62 
14,634  02 

2,198  00 

4,358  70 

15  50 

4,729  42 

10,989  98 

70,231  56 

5,794  61 

108,141  93 

169  12 

200  00 

3  88 

69  69 

2,617  36 

500  OU 
2,000  00 

8,945  35 

600  00 

646  64 

Joseph  Wilson,  purser 

2,652  75 

2,000  00 

6,300  00 

850  00 

5,500  00 

1,500  01 

4,000  00 

100  00 

2,256  91 

28  20 

17,497  96 
3,000  00 
10,100  96 
34,583  29 
4,169  39 
6,366  28 

3,938  49 
8,239  15 
21,425  34 
32,196  32 
44,562  01 
569  00 
5,560  48 
21,293  35 
21,381  68 
29,704  67 
19,987  22 
120  0(1 

C.  M.  Morgan,  recruiting  at  Boston. . 

500  00 

600  00 

1,200  0( 
1,990  65 

3,000  0( 

2,205  49 
183  81 

8  76 

3,167  64 

42  00 
1  60 

709  01 

226  91 



500  00 

500  00 
2,000  00 

1,000  00 
1,000  00 

Lawrence  Kearny,  recruit'g  at  N.  Y. 

7  OO 

3  00 

481  4S 

45  00 

4,727  39 

400  00 
1,000  00 

68  96 

1,500  OO 

200  OO 

100  00 

1 

Wra.  A.  Slacum,  pur»er 

46  0 

1 

68  40 

72,478  41 
24,396  9 

'  32,196  0 

300  0 

1,620  0 

' 

McKean  Buchanan,  purser 

' 

I 

E.  J.  Weed,  quar.  mas.  marine  corps 

j"        ■ 

78,185  6 

14,683  7 

1,750  0 

7,650  0 

4,050  0 

534  Ool     400  OC 

3,509  6 
8,409  1 

1 

450  0 

1 

500  0 

100  0 



300  0 

1 

1,441,821  00243,067  5830,720  36261,298  7 

19,768  5789,602  659,844  16  7,128  41  $16,080  42 
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Appropriations. 

To  whom  advanced,  and  official  deslg- 

i 

i 

§ 

1 

1 
1 

i 

» 

1 

1 

.a 

H 

1 

Baring  Bros.  &  Co.,  navy  agent,  London 

- 

$157  91 

$156  68 

163,990  87 

66  81 

$7,218  00 
18,071  68 

SI, 241  67 
4,869  01 
1,933  34 

%1,'i.lh  76 

7,000  00 

Nash  Legrand,  navy  agent,  Norfolli. .. 

3,215  50 

62,039  56 

3,529  91 

2,633  50 

$666  50 

$693  42 

James  Riddle,  navy  agent.  New  Castle 
G.  Harrison,  navy  agent,  Philadelphia 
Jas.  K.  Paulding,  navy  agent,  N.  York 



400  00 
1,463  94 

1,200  00 
206  67 

1,537  50 
2,795  06 

2,000  00 

23  18 

28  28 

A.  P.  Dariagh,  purser 

295  65 

660  00 

1 

1 

Ti'noth     Winn'  ''urser 

220  61 

E.  N.  Coxe,  purser 

10,522  40 

3,082  92 

743  88 

1,000  00 

1,182  80 

T.  T.  Webb,  actin"  purser 

i 

John  N.  Hamblcton,  purser 

1 

Wm.  McMuvtrie,  purser 

Garret  R.  Barrv,  purser 

1 

3,100  66 

William  A.  Shioum,  purser 

Dudley  Walker,  purser 



Nathaniel  Wilson,  purser 

AVilliam  Stricldand,  architect 





6.  C.  Cooper,  purser 

i 

S7,682  67 

$157  91 

238,182  99  128,372  60 

1 

20,659  92 

12,909  26    8,182  80  '$660  50      $693  42 

1831.] 


IRREGULARITY    OF    A  C  C  0  U  N  T  .'^ 


D. — Advances  to  disbursing  officers — Continued. 


855 


Appropriations. 

To  whom  advanced,  and  official  designation. 

1 

if 

1, 

i 

1 

11 
P 

Contingent  for  1825. 
Repairs  of  sloops. 

Ship  houses. 
Contingent  for  1824. 

i 
1 

Richard  McCall,  late  navy  agent,  Gibraltar... 

1 

Charles  P.  Tutt,  nevy  a^cnt,  Pensacola 

! 

Nash  Legrand,  navy  agent,  Norfolli 

$5,000  00 

$1,000  00 

$1,229  86 

James  Riddle,  navy  agent,  New  Castle 



6,741  75 

m 

James  K.  Paulding,  navy  ao-ent.  New  York... 

$685  98 

Vf.  S.  Rogers,  purser 

1 1 

Samuel  P.  Todd,  purser 

1 

Clement  S.  Hunt,  parser 

1 



1 

A.  P.  Durnv'h,  purser 

1 

$194  00 



$217  04 

$2,012  78 

485  56 

' 

1 

Timothy  Winn,  purser 

■\V.  L.  Guidon,  recruiting  officer 

AVilliam  M.  Sands,  purser 

1 

CM.  Morgan,  recruiting  at  Boston     

Silas  Butler,  purser 

1 

E.  N.  Coxe,  purser      

i 

i   • 

1 

Garret  R    Birr        lirL     ^ 

1 

i 

1 

Robert  P    tin'er 

$1  21 

William  A    'il^cu'  ^                                    

1 

S20  55 

i 

J         h  L°K   h''                 te    m  riue  co 

1 

$5,000  00 

?1,4S5  56  \i 

7,981  01   i 

6S5  98   5 

194  00 

117  04   ; 

2,012  78 

^1  21 

<20  55 

856 


NAVAL    AFFAIRS. 


[No.  434. 


D. — Advances  to  disbursing  officen-- — Continued. 


Appropriations. 

To  whom  aclyanced,  and  official 
designation. 

i 

£ 

I 
.5 

J 

11 

.5 
1 

|i 

5 

J2 

1 
.S 

'i 
1 

1 5 

fii 

§  a 
■i  i 

t|i 

i 

1 

3 

Andrew  Armstrong.n.  ag-t,Lima 
Bichard     McCall,     late     navy 

$108,972  69 

89,014  58 

37,663  07 

28,863  86 
349,920  99 

78,200  30 

6,411   56 

3(8,361  77 

48,427  29 
6,590  08 

70,824  68 

85,470  07 
144,772  29 

128,753  48 
1,663  U 
647  62 
20,521  01 
4,358  70 
2,734  68 
4,729  42 
25,257  90 
79,774  13 
6,280  17 
130,544  48 
169  12 
2,256  91 
28  20 
17,497  96 
4,000  00 
11,300  96 
39,816  76 
4,169  39 
28,256  98 
4,563  51 
3,938  49 
9,803  .37 
22,925  .34 
.36,627  32 
44,552  01 

569  00 

14.703  16 
21,763  52 
25,629  49 

29.704  67 
19,987  29 

234  40 
57,088  63 
114,792  58 
25,896  99 
271,821  76 
111,285  26 

Baring   Brothers    &    Co.,    navy 

John    Laighton,     navy     iigent, 

Charles   P.    Tutt,    navy    agent. 

•# 

$1,053  50 

M.  Ilogan,  navyag"t,Valpnraiso 
Nash  Legrand, navy  ag't, Norfolk 
Isaac  Philips,  n.  agt.  Baltimore 
Jas.  Riddle,  n.  ag't,  New  Castle 
George    Harrison,    navy    agent. 



James  K.  Paulding,  navy  agent. 

26  67 
937  47 

i 

i 

649  03 

j 

1 

1 

3,488  99 

1 

1 



A.  P.  Darragh,  purser 

1 

1,000  00 

John  N.  Todd,  purser 

3,852  55 

$300  00 

.1 

AV.  L.  Gordon,  recruiting  officer. 

William  M.  Sands,  purser 

CM.  Morgan,rcmiifg  at  Boston 
John  De  Bree,  purser 

Charles  0.  Handy,  purser 

Silas  Butler,  purser 

22  21 

. 

T.  T.  Webb,  acting  purser 

■": :i .■■:.■ 

Nathaniel  H.  Perry,  purser 

John  N.  Hambleton,  purser  .... 

1,064  22 

i 

" 

William  McMurtrie,  purser.... 

Garret  R.  Barry,  purser 

1,331  00 

D.  M.  F.  Thornton,  purser  .... 

Lawrence    Kearney,    recruiting 
atNew  York 

$771  66 

16  49 

Robert  Pottinger,  purser 

William  A.  Slacum,  purser  .... 

647  81 

Dudley  Walker,  purser 

Francis  G.  McCauley,  purser  . . 

Nathaniel  Wilson,  purser 

William  Strickland,  architect.. 

$57,088  63 

McKean  Buchanan,  purser 

627  36 

3,102  31 

500  00 

193,624  52 

2,965  63 

41,101  59 

200  53 

600  CO 

Henry  Etting,  purser 



E.J.  Wecd,Q.M.  marine  corps 

33,245  .38 
916  25 
28  18 

$16,234  80 

$5,603  91 

$23,213  15 

$150  00 

Jos.  L.  Kuhn,  P.M.  marine  corps 
G.  0.  Cooper,  purser 

13,688  73 

14,943  10 

'' 

Francis  B.  Stockton,  purser 

... 

$1,399  028150  00 

$256,084  52 

$34,489  8l'$57,088  63 

$29,923  53 

$20,447  01 

$23,213  15j$2,877,234  33 

1831.] 


IRREGULARITY    OF    ACCOUNTS. 


857 


To  whom  adranced,  am 
designation. 


T). — Advances  to  difi!nu:<in 


Andrew  Armstrong,  navy  agent,  Lima  . 
Rd.  McCall,  late  navyagt.,  Gibraltar  . 
Baring  Brothers  &  Co.,  navy  agents, 

John  Laighton,  navy  agt.,Portsmou 
Dan.  D.  Brodhead,  navy  agt.,Boslo 
Chas.  P.  Tutt,  navy  agent,  Pensacola 
M.  Hogan,  navy  agent,  Valparaiso  .. 
Nash  Legrand,  navy  agent,  Norfolli. . 
Isaac  Philips,  navy  agent,  Baltimore. 
James  Kiddle,  navy  agent.  New  Castle  ^ 
Geo.  Harrison,  navyagt.,  Philadelph. 
Jas.  K.  Paulding,  navy  agent,  N.  " 

W.  S.  Rogers,  purser 

E.  R.  McCall,  recruiting  officer  . . . 

Samuel  P.  Todd,  purser 

Clements.  Hunt,  purser 

Fr.  A.  Thornton,  purser 

Gwinn  Harris,  purser 

James  H.  Clark,  purser 

James  M.  Halsey,  purser 

Edw.  Fitzgerald,  purser 

A.  P.  Darragh,  purser 

Joseph  Wilson,  purser 

William  Sinclair,  purser 

John  N.  Todd,  purser 

Joseph  Watson,  purser 

Timothy  Wynn,  purser 

W.  L.  Gordon,  recruiting  officer. .. 
William  M.  Sands,  purser 

C.  M.  Morgan,  recruiting  at  Boston 

JohnDeBrec,  purser 

Charles  0.  Handy,  purser 

Silas  Butler,  purser 

E.  N.  Coxe,  purser 

T.  T.  Webb,  acting  purser 

Nathaniel  H.  Perry,  purser 

John  N.  Hambleton,  purser 

William  McMurtrie,  purser 

Garret  R.  Barry,  purser 

D.  M.  F.  Thornton,  purser 

Lawrence     Kearney,     recruiting 

New  York 

Josiah  Colston,  purser 

Robert  Pottinger,  purser 

William  A.  Slacum,  purser 

Dudley  Walker,  purser 

Fras.  G.  McCauley,  purser 

Nathaniel  Wilson,  purser 

William  Strickland,  architect 

McKean  Buchanan,  purser 

Henry  Etting,  purser 

E.  J.   Weed,    quartermaster  mari 

James  Brooks,  purser 

Joseph  L.  Kuhn,  paymaster,  mari 
corps  


S2S4  n    1,350  00 


,338  00  • 
563  64  . 


2,835  69  .. 
976  15  . 
392  92  . 


4  57  $1,311   45S2,052  04  $2,178  (iol  $656  07   [  S25,5 


858 


N  A  V  AL    A  V  FAIRS. 


[No.  43  ^. 


T).—Ad 

i-ances  to  disbur. 

iiig  o!Tv:-p) 

.s — Coiitin 

led. 

Appropriations. 

To  whom  nrh-nncp.hrrnd  official 
desi^^nation. 

1 

1 

a 

H 

1 
1 

1 
1 

ll 

1  % 

1       %l 

:  1 

1 
.11 

1 
!5 

1 

1 

.And.  Armstrong,  navy  agent,  Lima 
\  Richard  McCall,  laic  navy  agent. 

i 

$400  00 

Baring  Brothers  &  Co.,  navy  agents, 

1 

3,253  33 

John  Lai^hton,  navy  agent,  Ports- 

1 

Daniel  D.  BroJhead,  navy  agent, 

S2,018  97 

1 

53,993  97 

Charles  P.  Tutt,  navy  agent,  Pen- 

M.  Hogan,  navy  agent,  Valparaiso 
Nash  Legrand,  navy  agent,  Norfolk 
Isaac  Philips,  navy  agt.,  Baltimore 
James   liiddle,  navy   agent,    New 

\"' 

::... 

952  90 
83  70 

George  Harrison,  navy  agent,  Phi- 

1 

1,096  00 

James  K.  Paulding,  navy  agent, 
New  York 

ShO  47 

1 

$140  26 

13,903  47 

Samuel  P.  Todd,  purser 

448  10 

7,421  45 

1,035  55 

$1,407  55 

3,488  99 

19,734  82 

33  78 

8 

1,747  71 

William  Sinclair,  purser 



' 

57  99 

6,676  36 

Joseph  Watson,  purser 

W.  L.  Gordon,  recruitino-  officer  .. 

.    ..                i 

William  M.  Sands,  purser 

C.  M.  Morgan,  recruiting  at  Boston 

124  71 

Charles  0.  Handy,  purser 

563  64 

40  00 

William  McMurtiie,  purser 

785  38 

83  6K 
2  79 

Lawrence    Kearney,  recruiting  at 
New  York  ' 

1  94 

128  81 
2  52 



3  207  84 

2'838  21 

Fras.  G    McCauley,  purser     . 

976  15 

„g,  92 

AVilliara  Strickland,  architect 

51  48 
167  94 

1 

3,789  33 

50  00 

1 

B.J.  Weed,  quartermaster,  marine 

1 
1 

400  00 

•S919  14 

7  510  18 

Jos.   L.  Kuhn,  paymaster,  marine 

769  56 
48  73 

48  00 

"   'l 

:::r:: 

■    ■ 

i 

1 1 

S4,000  00  1  $1,500  00  [  .$90  47 

$S,154  52 

$1,859  49 

$4,573  02 

$919  14      8    j 

$145,803  00 

18SI.] 


IRREGULARITY    OF    ACCOUNTS. 


Abufracf  of  baJa 

nre,  due  to 

perf:n 

)!.?  who  he 

ue, 

0  debits. 

Appropriations. 

Namea. 

i    1° 

1  i| 

i 

.1 

i 

1 
0 

-5 

1 

1 

g 
4 

1 
1 

5 

1 

! 
1 

1 

1 

I  i 

I I 

1 

s 

en 

1 

1 

1     .■ 

S.  W.  Adams 

$0  0 
2  2 
19  8 
69  4 

SO  02 

2  22 

19  85 

69  49 

1,320  27 

J.  M.  Allen 

A.J.Bennett 

John  Cramer 

Nathaniel  Cox 

S8O  17 

t 

so  10 
6  75 

J," 

G.  C.  Ashton 

2  4 
111  S 
9  8 
4  0( 

112  8S 

2  44 

J.Q.  A.Boyd 

9  87 
4  00 

J.  R.  Siinds 

6  15 

27  74 

81 

35 

90  85 

53  Oh 

19  85 

188  41 

120  00 

90 

"g  I5 

27  74 

J    A     lliJtt 

D 

35 

J    J    B     d 

90  85 

E  =;  L     ■ 

19  85 

":■  „■  .'""^ 

J.  B.Montgomery 

120  00 

90 

123 

G  N   H     r 

1 

U  75 

117  75 
3  30 

H   A    St    le 

1  05 

0   o^ 

47 

peneer 

§2  02 

2  02 

90 
90 

1 

90 

c  w  p     • 

1 

90 

^^,    p    J 

D   F   D  !     e 

90 

1 

90 

12 

1 

12 

S27  75 
50 

27  75 

""    ^'"""°" 

50 

A    P     /  '"" 

30  00 

:: 

7  84 

30  00 

II    A   V  k 

50 

F.  C.  Hall 

20 

20 

S42  25 

50  09 

7  47 

7  47 

140  00 

60 

2,000  00 

140  CO 

A.  A.  Adee 

C.  B.  Babbitt 

60 

2,000  00 
54  33 

511   25 

T  h    L-   d           '    '          "         ' 

19  C2 

1 

19  02 

42  55 

■l 

142  55 

Aggregate  credits 

2,989  96 

453  00 

03  93: 

:U  47i 

86  171 

6  85 

91  16: 

30 

3  75 

75 

2  02 

70  50 

7  47: 

11   251 

4, 791  28 

s  OJflcc,  Norcmher  1,  1830. 
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NAVAL    AFFAIRS. 


[X<^  431. 


Balances  of  nnclospcl  arcoimts  on  the  hooks  of  the  Fourth  Auditor's  offi 

eon  the  first  day  of  Novemlm 

,1830. 

Appropriations  for  the  navy  proper. 

Dr. 

Balances  tlue  more  than  three  years  from 

persons  who  hare  no  credits,  per  abstract 

0, 

1 

1 
1 

S 

1 

1 

i 
1 

\i 
1 " 

1 

i 

i 

o 

$725,124  99 
37,750  65 

429,336  6S 
1,441,821  00 

$285,472  10 
29,900  02 

435,641  00 
243,067  58 

26,913  57 
252  82 

23,840  18 
30,720  .36 

$70,584  64 
102  72 

103,078  71 
261,298  71 

$5,414  66 

Balances  due  less  than  three  years,  per  ab- 

Balanccs  of  accounts  that  cannot  be  closed 
without  further    appropriations   or    au- 
thority to  transfer,  per  abstract  C 

Advances   to   disbursing   officers,    per    ah- 

47,451  80 

22,956  56 
7,128  41 

3,676  95 

Total  debits  of  unclosed  accounts 

2,031,033  32 

47,451  80 

965,080  70 

81,727  93 

435,064  78 

35,499  63     41,608  66 

Eal.  of  appropriations  on  Nov.  1,  1830. 

678,472  00^ 



332,205  81 

8,660  15 

228,818  63 

54,442  60     10,774  17 

Cr. 
Balances  due  less  than  three  years,  per  ab- 

89  25 

141,704  45 

74,402  19 

2,989  96 

Balanccs  of  accounts  that  cannot  be  closed, 
&c.,  per  abstract  C 

Advances  to  disbursing  officers,  per  abstract 

434  75 

129,853  36 

14,424  12 

70  50 

9,876  36 
1,859  49 

3,882  62 
8,174  57 

53,732  22 
656  07 

83,440  13 

Balances  due  to  persons  who  have  no  debits. 

Total  credits  of  unclosed  accounts 

219,185  85          434  76 

144,. 347  98 

11,735  85 

12,057  19 

54,388  29     83,448  13 

Ag.  debits  and  credits  of  uncl'dacc-ts. 

2,853,219  17   47,886  55 

1,109,428  68   93,463  78 

447,121   97 

89,887  82   125,056  79 

1 

31,065  30 

PP    P 

1 

1 

F. — Balances — Contiiined. 


Appropriatio 

03  for  the  n 

ivy  proper. 

Dr. 
Balances  due  more  than  three  years,  from  persons 

i 

1 

a 

5 
1 

i 
1 

1 

1 
1 

1 

i 

.2 
1 
.1 

1 

$0,924  04 
100  00 

60,670  94 
7,682  67 

134,850  52 
3,015  28 

57,954  06 

$139  38 
200  00 

13,817  63 
1  21 

$149  93 
439  30 

2,074  53 
20  55 

Balances  due  less  than  three  years,  per  abstract  B 

Balances  of  accounts  that  cannot  be  closed  without 

further  appropriations,  or  authority  to  transfer, 

85,056  46 

.38,832  31 
238,182  99 

S309  64 

29,015  30 
194  00 

$873  60 

Advances  to  disbursing  officers,  per  abstract  D. . . 

1,399  02 

75,377  65 

282,071  76 

195,819  86 

14,168  22 

29,618  94 

2,684  31 

22,846  92 

Balances  of  appropriations  on  the  1st  day  of 
November,  1830 

213,250  51 

631,400  59 

188  54 

441  33 

899  18 

2  60 



Cr. 
Balances  due  less  than  three  years,  per  abstract  B 
Balances  of  accounts  that  cannot  be   closed,   Ac, 

per  abstract  C 

Advances  to  disbursing  officers,  per  abstract  D. . . 
Balances  due  to  persons  who  have  no  debits,  per 

62,743  38 

189  00 
25,500  00 

192,517  67 

23,622  77 

119,804  40 

59,504  83 

75,317  76 
90  47 

3  75 

453  00 

703  93 

6  85 

331  47 

62,74.'i  38 

25,089  00 

192,970  67 

24,326  70 

119,811  26 

59,836  30 

75,411  98 

Agg.  debits  and  credits  of   unclosed  accounts 

138,121  03 

307,769  76 

388,790  53 

38,484  92 

149,330  19 

62,520  61 

98,258  90 



9,727  15 

89,393  13 

57,149  39 

52,565  06 

i 

1831.] 


IRREGULARITY    OF    ACCOUNTS 


8G1 


F . — Bala  n  ces — C  u  n  t  i  mi  c  ■  d . 


Appropri 

Uio 

s  for  the  na 

•y  proper. 

Dr. 

Balances  due  more  than  three  years,  from  persons 

who  have  no  credits 

1 
1 

i' 
1 

1 

6 

1 

M 

1   1 

1  § 
.2   ^ 

1    § 

Contingent  for  1826, 
not  enumerated. 

11 

1   1 
1    1 

CO 

Balances  due  less  than  three  years,  per  abstract  B 

$453  85 

409  82 
9.844  IC, 

S762  75 

895  98 
19,768  57 

$2,564 
273 

62 

07 

Balances  of  accounts  that  cannot  be  closed  without 
further  appropriations,  or  authority  to  transfer, 

-  per  abstract  C  

Advances  to  disbursing  officers,  per  abstract  D. . . 

$114  57 

S3, 617  00 

81,135  80 

$182  50 

Total  debits  of  unclosed  accounts < 

lu.T'.iT  9:i 

21.427  31) 

92.440 

34 

114  57 

3,617  (10 

1,135  80 

182  50 

Balances  of  appropriations  on  the   1st  day  of 
November,  ISao 

27,602  IS 

26,118  60 

68,418 

12 

131   20 

8  46 

43  48 

Cr. 
Balances  due  less  than  three  years,  per  abstract  B 

1 

1 

Balances  of  accounts  that  cannot  be  closed,  &c., 
per  abstract.  C 

67,304  33 
1,311  45 

3  75 

21,423  63 
2,052  04 

2,178  60 
11  25 

5,259  82 

1,349  61 

442  56 

Advances  to  disbursing  officers,  per  abstract  D. . . 

Balances  due  to  persons  who  have  no  debits,  per 

Total  credits  of  unclosed  accounts 

68,619  53 

23,475  67 

2,189 

85 

5,259  82 

1,:!49  61 

412  56 

Aggregate  debits  and  credits  of  unclosed  acc'ts 

79,417  36 

44,9U2  97 

94,630 

19 

5,374  39 

4,966  61 

1.578  .36 

182  50 

30,119  52 

5,014  05 



F. — Balanceg — Continued. 


• 

Appropriations  for  the  navy  proper. 

Dr. 
Balances  due  more  than  three  years,  from  persons 

1 

^  a 
1  " 
1 

1 

|i 

■3 

i 

1 

i 

■a 
'i 

1 

i 

i 
1 

1 

$1,916  33 

Balances  due  less  than  three  years,  per  abstract  B. 
Balances  of  accounts  that  cannot  be  closed  with- 
out further  appropriations,  or  authority  to  trans- 

450  00 

$1,596  08 

$5,798  64 

i 

Advances  to  disbursing  ofBcers,  per  abstract  D. . . 

S150   00 

$685  98 

$28,372  60 

156  00 

685  98  1     8,476  54 

1,596  08 

5,956  55 

28.372  60 

Balances  of  appropriations  on  Nov.  1,  1S30.. 

249  91 

1,576  30 

9,979  99 

1,646  46 

64,436  46 

Balances  due  less  than  three  years,  per  abstract  B. 
Balances  of  accounts  that  cannot  be  closed,  Ac, 

i 

1 

16,951  82 

10,464  44 

5,430  42 

57,997  51 

17,276  50 

4,000  00 

Balances  due  to  persons  who  have  no  debits,  per 

2  02 

16,953  84 

10,464  44 

5,430  42 

57,997  51 

17,276  50 

Aggregate  debits  and  credits  of  unclosed  aoHs 

17,103  84 

11,150  42  1     8,476  54 

7,026  50 

63,954  06 

17,276  50 

32,372  60 

16,553  93 

8,202  16 

17,276  50 
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F.—i?a/a/!ce.s— Continued. 


Appropriatio 

as  for  the  n 

avy  proper. 

1 

1 

3 

.i 
1 

i 
1 

i 

i 

i 

1 

Balances  due  more  than  three  years  from  persons 

1 
1 . . 

Balaucesdue   luss  than  three  years,  per  abstract  B. 

Balances  of  .iccounts  that  cannot  be  closed  without 

further  appropriations  or  authority  to  transfer, 

■ 

S2,900  00 
2,012  78 

?2,765  79 

$9,734  07 

Advances  to  disbursing  ofBoers,  per  abstract  D  . . . 

S8,1S2  80 

S12,909  26 

$666  50 

$693  42 

Total  debits  of  unclosed  accounts 

8,182  80 

12,909  2B 

600  50 

693  42 

4,912  78 

2,705  79      30,393  99 

Balances  of  appropriations  on  Nov.  1,  1830. . . 

8,125  15 

20,290  00 

14,078  11 

14,313  SI 

1,750  00 

11  66'  20 

Cri. 
Balances  due  less  than  three  years,  per  abstract  B. 
Balances  of  accounts  that  cannot  be  closed,   Ac., 

6,102  22 

3,440  65 

11,323  03 

Advances  to  disbursing  officers,   per  abstract  D . . . 
Balances  duo  to  persons  who  have  no  debits,  per 

1,500  00 

1,000  00 

Total  credits  of  unclosed  accounts 

1.500  00  1     1,000  00 

6,162  22 

3.440  65  1   14.482  55 

Aggregate  debits  and  creiits  of  unclosed  ace' ts 

<J,082  80      13,909  2S 

066  50 

693  42  1   11,075  00      6,206  44  !  44,870  54 

} 

1,249  44 

F. — Balances — Continued. 


Appropriati 

ns  for  the  r 

avy  proper. 

Dr. 
Balances  due  more  than  three  years  from  persons  who 

i 

I, 

1 
1 

1  i 

8  -§ 

■s 

o      . 
"    1 

ii 

1 

1 

1  '£> 

1 
1 

•s 

o 

t 

$145  22 

$140  00 

Balances  due  less  than  three  years,  per  abstract  B. 

Balances  of  accounts  that  cannot  be  closed  without 
further  appropriations,  or  authority  to  transfer, 
per  abstract  C 

$486  44 
366  11 

$5,840  29 

S706  87 

5,840  29 

146  22 

140  00 

852  55 

706  87 

Balances  of  appropriations  on  November  1,  1830 

883  72 



Cr. 
Balances  due  less  than  three  years,  per  abstract  B. 
Balances  of  accounts  that  cannot  be  closed,  &c.,  per 

542  13 

$1,519  82 

$192  96 

Advan  e'^'to  di  h      ino- 

Balances   due   to   persons   who   have  no  debits,  per 

1 

1                     1 

542   13 

1,519  82 

Aggregate  debits  and  credits  of  unclosed  acc'ts 

5,840  29 

146  22 

140  00 

1,394  08 

706  87 

1,519  82 

192  96 

1 

1,519  82 

192  96 
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F. — Balances — Contimicd. 


Appropriations  for  the  navy  proper. 

t 

4 

i 

•r 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1 



$12,348  35 
1,248  50 

$3,396  63 

811,063  38 

12,644  87 
65,070  24 

$4,049  50 
2,284  74 

Balances  of  accounts  that  cannot  be  closed  ^vUhout 
further  appropriations,  or  authority  to  transfer,  per 
abstract  C 

$485  56 
1,485  56 

83,862  63 

55,000  no 

1,971   12 

13,596  85 

3,396  63 

88,7-S  49 

6, .334  24 

3,802  63 

Balances  of  appropriations  on  November  1,  ISoli 

8,310  6f. 

222  83 

188  88 

1,985  69 

16,671  44 

1,524  00 

10,255  53 

Cr. 

200  00 

Balances  of  accounts  that  cannot   be  closed,  &o.,  per 

903  48 

Balances  due  to   persons  who  have  no  debits,  per  ab- 

7  47 

SB  17 

7  47 

200  00 

689  65 

Aggregate  debits  and  credits  of  unclosed  accounts 

5,0(10  00 

1,071   12 

13,004  32 

3,596  63 

88.778  49 

7,323  89 

3,862  63 

F.—Bahnrrs—Coiitumod. 


Appropriat 

ons  for  the  navy  proper. 

? 

Repairs  of  sloops. 

1 

1 

i 

.2 

o 

g 

■s 

1 

g 

1 

Balances  due  more  than  three  years  from  persons 

$4,170  16 

$7,660  00 

?19,503  58 

828,931  08 

Balances  of  accounts  that  cannot  be  closed  without 
further  appropriations,  or  authority  to  transfer, 

$389  35 

$13,500  00 

per  a  stract          . 

217  04 

. 

29,148  12 

389  35 

13,500  00 

4,170  16      7,660  00 

Balances  of  appropriations  on  November  1,  1830 

9.752  86 

C.i. 

Balances  of  accounts  that  cannot  be   closed,  &c.. 

7,194  16 

366  86 

10,000  00 

Balances  due   to  persons  who  have   no  debits,  per 

7,194  16 

366  86 

10,000  00 



Aggregate  debits  and  credits  of  unclosed  ace'ts 

7,194  16 

29,514  98 

389  35 

13,500  00 

14,170  16 

7,660  00 

19,503  58 

7,194  16 

5,829  84 
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F. — Balances — Gontiimed. 


IS  for  the  navy  proper. 


further  apprcpriations,  or  a 
per  ahstr.ict  C 

Advances  to  disbursing  officer 

Total  debiis  of  unclosed  a 
Balances  of  appropriation 


ore  than  three  years  from  person; 

iredits,  per  abstract  A 

is  than  three  years,  per  abstract  B 
lunts  that  cannot  be  closed  withou 
jriations,  or  authority  to  transfer 


0  00  1     SI, 730  78 


Dalances  due  less  than  thr 

Balances  of  accounts  that  ( 

further  appropriations. 


e  years,  per  abstract  B .  . 
mnot  be  closed  without 
r  authoriiy  to  transfer. 


Advances  to  disbursing  officers,  per  abstract  D. . 

Balances  due   to  persons  who  have   no  debits,  per 

abstract  E 


Total  credits  of  unclos 
Deficient  appropriatioi 


edits  of  unclosed  acc"tsi 


H  51   [       3,000  0 


¥.— Balances— Conthnicd. 


Appropriat 

ons  for  the  navy  proper. 

Appropriat 

ons  for  the  m 

irine  corps. 

Db. 
Balances   due  more    than  three    years  from   persons 

1 

ii 
1 

1 

i! 

1  i 

1 

1 

• 

852,287  47 
1,044  24 

275,552  88 
256,084  52 

$5,380  90 

$738  71 

Balances  due  less  than  three  years,  per  abstract  B. . . 

Balances  of  accounts  that  cannot   be   closed   without 

further    appropriations,   or    authority   to    transfer, 

$S72  55 

$3,633  28 

S174  14 

Advances  to  disbursing  officeis,  per  abstract  D 

34,489  81 

872  56 

3,633  28 

584,969  11 

5,380  90 

36,186  30 

Balances  of  appropriations  on  November  1,  1830. 

3, ISO  44 

37,397  45 

Cr. 

Balances  of  accounts   that  cannot  be   closed,  Ac,  per 

44,947  30 
4,573  02 

91   16 

6,685  50 

919  14 

Balances  due   to  persons   who    have  no    debits,  per 

49,611  48 

7  634  64 

Aggregate  debits  and  credits  of  unclosed  acc'ts. . 

872  58 

3,633  28 

174  14 

634,580  59 

5,380  90 

43,820  94 

1       . 

i"      ■ 

1831.] 


CAPTURE    OF    THE    SPANISH    SHIP    FENIX. 


F. — BaJatices — Continued. 


Appropriations  for  the  m 

.rine  corps. 

Dr 

1 

i 
1 

p 

1 
1 

1 
1 

1 

Totals. 

Balan?es  due   more   than   three   years  from  persons 

SI, 955  06 

81,124  70 

S608  00 

51,362,437  23 
149,429  81 

1,661,920  75 

Balances  due  less  than  three  years,  per  abstract  B. . 

Balances  of  accounts  that  cannot  be  closed  without 
further  appropriations,   or  authority  to   transfer, 

2,082  46 
20,447  01 

3,503  04 
2,087  80 

Advances  to  disbursing  officers,  per  abstract  D 

S29,923  53 

4,453  45 

$16,671  90 

29.!I23  53 

24.484  53 

5,573  15 

6,293  84 

16,671   90 

6,051,022  12 

Balances  of  appropriations  on  November  1,  1S30 

58 

9,792  99 

2,004  48 

6,573  02 

3,501  43 

Cr. 

1 

289  25 

1,337,532  18 
145,803  68 

4,791  23 

Balances  of  accounts  that  cannot  be  closed,  &c.,  per 

81  084  80 

2,639  93 

Balances   due   to   persons  who  have   no  debits,  per 

81,084  80 

2,639  93 

1,438,416  3^ 

Aggregate  debits  and  credits  of  unclosed  accounts 

29,923  53 

105,569  33 

5,578  15 

6,293  84 

19,311  83 

7,539,438  51 

46,807  28 

434,188  53 

21sT  CoxGREss.]  No.   435.  [2n  Session- 

ON  THE  CAPTURE,  BY  A  UNITED  STATES  VESSEL,  OF  THE  SPANISH  SHIP  FEXIX,  WITH 
AFRICAN  SLAVES  ON  BOARD,  AND  UNDER  SUSPICION  OF  PIRATICAL  INTENT,  WITH 
A  RECOMMENDATION  FOR  THE  MAINTENANCE,  ETC.,  OF  THE  SLAVES. 


COJIMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    JANUARY    18, 


1831. 
J.iNUARY   15,    1831. 


To  the  Houtse  of  Eepresentatives: 

I  submit  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  the  accompanying  report  and  documents  from  the  Navy 
Department,  in  relation  to  the  capture  of  the  Spanish  slave  vessel,  called  the  Fenix,  and  recommend  that 
suitable  legislative  provision  be  made  for  the  maintenance  of  the  unfortunate  captives,  pending  the  legis- 
lation which  has  grown  out  of  the  case. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 


Na\t  Department,  January  14,  1831. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  sundry  communications  relative  to  the  Spanish  slave  vessel,  called 
the  Fenix,  captured  by  the  United  States  schooner  Grampus,  and  carried  into  the  port  of  New  Orleans. 
They  are  accompanied  by  the  decision  of  the  district  judge,  ordering  the  marshal  to  take  charge  of  the 
slaves  found  on  board  at  the  public  expense;  and  also  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
States,  that  their  case  is  not  provided  for  by  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1819,  and  will  therefore  require 
legislative  provision  by  Congress,  for  which  purpose  the  papers  are  i-espectfullj''  submitted. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BRANCH. 
The  President  of  the  United  States. 
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[No.  435- 


The  S 
to  the  req 


the  opinio 
ill  qiiestio 


DEPARTitE> 

■tiii'v  111'  State  has  tlie  honor  to  traiis:nit  he 
in  'his  unto  of  the  11th  instant,  the  piq-.-rs  i 
■  Aii.uust,  hist  year,  in  the  case  of  the  Spanl 
y-General  of  the  United  Slatea  ii 


1  tlieii 


1  to 


ice. 


:,    Woi^hingfon,  January  13,  1831. 
\u:'  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  agreeably 
this  liipartiiient  hy  that  of  the  Navy, 
•ssel  Feiiix,  tog-ether  with  the  copy  of 
;  which  copy  accompanied  the  papers 


Sir:  The  Spanish  scho(iner  Fe: 


Office  of  the  U.  S.  District  Attorney,  JVeiy  Orleans,  July  20,  18: 


nndcr  tlie 
mucli  ciiili 
at  present,  to 


luinbei 


mis  the 


■d  here  as  a  prize  to  the  U.  S.  schooner  Grampus,  under  cir- 
the  accompanying:  copies  of  a  letter  of  Lieutenant  I.  Mayo, 
>f  the  Aiiiei-ic;iii  hrig  Kremlin.  I  have  libeled  the  vessel 
lis  of  the  act  of  tlic'Sd  of  March,  1819,  chap.  200,  but  am 
-c  imisned  with  the  slaves  found  on  board  of  her.  They  are 
|i  issessioii  el'  ili!.  iiiarsliiil  of  this  district,  who  had  received 
,  because,  even  if  they  could  be 
statute  above  referred  to.  They 
itiitiiin,  with  costs  and  damages: 


I    l;i.ele,l 


them  from  the  officer  who  brought  m  tiie  I'e 
cimsidered  as  cargo,  they  would  lu.t  be  liab 
have  been  claimed  by  the  owners  of  the  ves 

and  a  claim  will  prnbably  be  also  interposed  by  ihe  Spanish  cnsiil,  acting  en  behalf  of  iiis  government, 
on  the  gniiiiid  -if  lurfeitiire  for  a  violation  ..f  th.'  laws  ,,f  Spain.  The  shnc  trade  is  not  absolutely  forbid- 
den to  Spanish  subjects  by  the  treaty  between  Si.aiii  and  Great  l^ritain,  and,  as  I  understand,  by  laws 
passed  in  pursuance  of  that  treaty.  I  have  not  been  able  to  jirocure,  at  present,  a  copy  of  that  treaty  or 
of  the  laws,  but  believe  that  vessels  engaged  in  the  trade,  with  the  slaves  on  board,  are  subject  to  cap- 

■" by  vessels  of  either  nation,  and  are  condemned  by  a  mixed  commissiiin  sitting  in  Havana. 

"  <•     •  ■  '  •  ...  .  ,       .  f  the  Antelope, 


But  this  is  an  offence  of  which  our  courts  cannot 
reported  in  10  Wheaton,  page  114,  it  was  declared  by  the  Snpic:ne  ('mirt  tha 
adjudication,  in  time  of  peace,  vessels  engaged  in  the  slave  trade,  did  net 
belonged  to  a  nation  which  had  forbidden  tlie  trade.  The  case  uf  the  Feiiix 
lope  ill  these  particulars:  1st.  The  latter  vessel  was  found  hovering  on  ou 
landing  the  slaves  that  were  on  board.    2d.  American  citizens  had  been  engaged  it 


-ht 


1  foi 

en  when  the  vessel 
im  tliatof  the  Ante- 
ith  the  intention  of 
iporting  them  from 


ught 


foreign    parts,   in   contravention  of  the  laws   of  the  United   States.     3.  A  portion  of  the  slaves  were 

he  consent  or  fault  of  the  owners 
ssioii,  or  rather  an  attempt  to  commit 
All  the  persons  found  on  board  (the 
t'  i.ur  citizens  being  interested  in  the 
ist ;  a:iil  tliere  can  be  no  cause  to  sns- 
f'i  shi\-es.  Should  the  vessel  be  con- 
■ide  that  there  was  a  justiiiable  cause 
ieii  ef  the  l'nite<l  States  through  the 
'  diflienliy.  ('an  a  Spanish  subject, 
1  a  title  t-i  prnperty  of  this  peculiar 
hat  disposition  is  to  be  made  of  the 
vait  your  instructions  on  this  subject, 


the    jurisdiction   of    the    United    St; 
or  tiieir  agents.     Here  the  only  offence  charged  is  a  pi 
one,  and  tlie  statute   does   not   involve  the  cargo  in   tl 
slaves  excepted)  are  Spaniards,  and  there  is  no  evidi 
vessel  or  her  cargo.     She  was  captured  at  a  distance 
pect  any  intended  violation  of  our  laws   against   the 
denmed  for  the  alleged  piratical  aggression,  or  sheuhl 
for  detention,  the  slaves  havin-  bcM-ii 
fault  of  the   nia-^ter,  a    (pi.'stinn    will 

engaged  in  a  trade  prohibited  by  the'  laws  of  his  coUiitiy,  set 
character,  acquired  in  violation  of  their  laws?  and,  if  he  cannot 
negroes  when  the  court  shall  have  dismissed  the  claim?  I  shall 
and  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

To  the  Hon.  Martix  Va\  Bcren,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington. 


the  ju 


JOHN  SLIDELL. 


Circumstances  leading  to  and  attending  the  seizure  of  the  Fenix. 

U.  S.  Schooner  GRAiipas,  of  Cape  Hayti,  St.  Domingo,  June  5,  1830. 
At  1  o'clock,  r.  M.,  5tli  Jane,  highlands  ofl'  Cape  H.iyti  in  sight,  discovered  a  brig  under  a  press  of 
n  chase.     At   1 ::;(),   P.  M.,  discovered  a  long  low  foretopsail 
( tlie  (Jranipiis  being  up  on  the  brig's  larboard  beam)  not  far 
the  selie.iiier  iininediatel  V  jibed,  and  stood  off  from  the  brig  to 
M.,    sp,,i;e   the   American'  brig    Kremlin,   C.  J.Hall,  master, 
real    juy   at  mir  timely  ceming  up,  saying  that  the  schooner  in 
and  at  last  c:uw  close  to  hini,  and  peremptorily  ordered  him 
Hall's  affidavit.)     Immediately  filied  away,  and 


sail  standing  t- 

off,  and  standing  fer  h<'r.  v'l^'!n  seeili-  us?  tlie'scli'1'a'.'e 
the  northward,  making  all  sail.  At  -1  V  M  si.,,i;e 
of  Boston,  from  Antwerp,  wIm  exi.re.se.l  -real  jev  at 
sight  had  been  dogging  him  lor  simie  tune,  and'ai  last 
to  send  his  boat  on  board,  &c.,  (as  will  be  sc(;n  in  Capt 

made  all  sail  in  chase  of  the  schooner.     At  3,  P.  M.,  within  musket  shot  of  her,  hoisted  the  American 
ensign,  and  fired  three  guns  before  she  would  show  lier  colors;  by  this  time  close  on  board  of  her,  Avheu 

iiliniKKl  to  shoot  ahead,  evidently  intending  to 


she  hoi 
tack  t 


ted  Spanis 


d  backed  her  topsail,  b 
Hid  ordered  her  to  l.iv 
seein.u,-  that  she  yet  Misheil  to  escape  by  getting  i 
under  her  counter,  which  threw  the  water"  on  ln.ard  i 
mainsail.  Dispatched  a  lieutenant  with  an  aimed  , 
men,  (she  having  a  crew  c>f  twenty  men  and  ei-hlv 
American  built  vessel  of  901  tons,  Spanish;  one  gun 
arms,  &c.,  for  twenty  men,  and  well  supplied  with 


immediately,  or  I  would  fire  into  lie 
1  windward;  nor  was  it  until  I  fired  a  shot  close 
■  her,  that  she  hauled  down  her  jib  and  lowered  her 
■ew;  took  out  her  commander  and  fourteen  of  her 
I  wo  slaves.)  She  is  called  the  Finis  or  Fenix;  an 
if  a  large  calibre,  on  a  circle  amidships,  with  small 
nunition;  reports  to  have  sailed  fourteen  months 


nee  from  the  Havana,  all  of  which  time  her  commander  reports  having  been  upon  the  coast  of  Africa. 
This  I  much  question:  we  know  that  most  piracies,  recently  committed, "have  been  by  vessels  engaged  in 
this  traffic. 

In  conformity  to  the  instructions  contained  in  the  second  section  of  "An  act  to  protect  the  commerce 
of  the  United  States,  and  punish  the  crime  of  piracy,"  it  is  incumbent  on  the  commanders  of  United  States 
vessels-of-war  to  detain  and  bring  to  trial  a  vessel  of  her  character,  caught  under  such  circumstances. 

It  is  very  certain  that  the  slave  trade  has  become  a  pretext,  and  most  piracies  have  been  committed 
by  slavers. 

ISAAC  MAYO,  commanding  U.  S.  Schooner  Grampus. 
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U.  S.  ScHOONEE  Grampus,  off  Cape  Hayti,  St.  Domingo,  June  4,  1830. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Hall,  master  of  the  brig-  Kremlin,  of  Boston,  from  Antwerp,  bound  to  Cuba,  certifies  as 
follows,  viz: 

I,  Christopher  J.  Hall,  master  of  the  above-named  brig,  do  hereby  certify,  upon  oath,  that  on  Thurs- 
day, June  3,  1830,  oil'  Cape  Cabron,  Island  of  St.  Domingo,  at  daylight  in  the  morning,  a  suspicious- 
looking  foretopsail  schooner  hove  in  sight,  and  from  that  hour  uutil  the  following  day  at  10  o'clock, 
A.  M.,  continued  to  dog  me,  making  and  shortening  sail,  evidently  with  an  intention  of  keepino' 
near  me,  ultimately  approaching  within  speaking  distance,  and  showing  every  symptom  of  hostdity, 
his  men  being  at  a  long  gun,  mounted  amidslnps.  I  called  all  hands,  and  clraicd  away  mv  time 
guns  for  action,  distributing  my  suiall  arms  aiii'Hi--  my  lti'w,  ln'iii'j,-  uiiiln-  a  lirni  roii\-iclinii  I'liat  liis 
intention  was  to  attack  me.  As  he  iH'i'i-m[iiorily  Mnln-i d  inf  lo  scml  my  lioal  mi  li>iar>l,  1  nl.se.  vimI  to  him 
that  my  boat  was  leaky,  and  I  could  not  soml  hrV;  ho  liavingaM  tho  wlu'io  shown  no  colors.  And  I  further 
certify  it  to  be  njy  po->uivo  Ik'HoI,  that  nothing  but  my  show  of  resistance  prevented  his  attacking  me. 
He  then  said,  1  Avill  soud  my  l,o,,t  to  vmu.  My  vessel  is  high  sided,  and  I  did  not  shorten  sail  for  him. 
He  ultimately  hoistod  Spanish  .olurs,  crossed  my  bow,  and  luffed  off  until  1  o'clock,  P.  M.,  when  he 
jibed,  and  stood  a-ain  towards  me.  \{  tliis  moment  T  discovered  a  vessel  standing  for  me,  which  I 
believed  to  lie  a  cruiser,  and  was  soon  alter  s|M,keii  by  the  V.  S.  schooner  Grampus.  I  gave  to  her  com- 
mander my  iiiipressi.iiis  that  she  was  a  suspicious  vessel,  and  we  parted  company. 

Sworn  before  Isaac  Mayo,  commanding  U.  S.  schooner  Grampus;  G.  C.  Cooper,  purser  U.  S. 
schooner  Grampus;  Israel  Israel,  vice  consul  for  Cape  Hayti. 

C.  J.  HALL,  Master  Brig  Kremlin. 

I,  Shubail  A.  Thomas,  chief  mate,  and  Oliver  L.  Chase,  second  mate  of  brig  Krenrlin,  certify  that 
the  foregoing  statement  is  true. 

S.  A.  THOMAS. 

0.  L.  CHASE. 
In  presence  of  0.  S.  Glissox,  mid.ihipman. 

I  certif'v  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copv  of  tho  original. 

KICH'D  H.  MORRIS,  Lieutenant  U.  S.  Schooner  Gramjjus. 
A\'.M.  WIIELAN,  Acting  Surgeon  U.  S.  Schooner  Grampus. 
J.  P.  WILSON. 


U.  S.  Ship  Erie,  PenmcoJa,  July  11,  1830. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  ni>prise  vou  of  the  arrival  at  this  port,  for  supplies,  of  the  Spanish  schooner 
Fenix,  in  the  care  of  I.ioul.  .1.  1'.  Wilson,  char-e,|   l,v   Lieut.  Comdt.  Mayo   with  an   attempt  to  depredate 
on  the  Ani-rieaii    Ina-  Kr.mdm,  of   IJoslo,,,   l.ul  wliieii  was  prove!, led   \<y  the  opportune  appearanre  of  the 

the  aftidavit  of  the  niudtcr  and  ohh-ers  of  the  Krendin,  wdl  make  you  aequainted  with  all  the  facts  in  the 
case;  and  wiiich,  in  my  mind,  conelusn .  ly  estahlish  the  ehar-cs  made.  If  you  will  advert  to  the  instruc- 
tions under  which  each  of  my  siiuadron  sails,  r,  lati\oly  to  the  present  point,  you  will  perceive  that  I  have 
been  particular  in  almost  requiring-,  as  a  pre-reipiisiie  to  \]\f  justilialde  capture  of  a  vcssod  thus  charged, 
the  oinirdssion  ,,f  th.'  oyert  ael  — llie  section  of  llie  law  under  which  the  capture  is  made  anihori/.in-  a 
U-reater  latitude.  Coiitormablv  with  v^uir  instructions  of  ih.^  od  Sepleinhor.  Is-,..  |  l,:n  o  dispaldicl  the 
prize  to  Ne\y  Orleans,  .scortci  l,y  Captain  .\ewton.  111  th,.  Xatehe/.,  to  the  mouliiorilio  riv.'r  .Mississippi, 
which  he  will  pass  in  his  intended  cruise  on  the  coast  of  Mexico.  The  small  size  of  this  ve.ssid,  and  her 
crowded  state,  make  it  m  (-.■ssary  she  should  arrive  at  New  Orleans  as  early  as  possible.  I  have  directed 
Lieut.  Wilson  to  pl.u-e  the  prize  in  tow  of  a  steamboat,  that  he  may  he  enal,le(l  to  ascend  the  river  with- 
out difficullv.  Advices  ar('  received  from  the  captain  of  the  slaver,  lliil  tlie  hermaphrodite  brig  Man- 
zanres  (whrd,  had  d.'pivdat.d  .ui  tho  American  ship  Candau  last  fall.,  was   on  the  coast  of  Africa    at    the 

period  of  his  departure.       Douhtloss.   Li, ait,  (' dl.  Si  rin-liain,   in  the   I'a.linout  .,   will   Iw  at   tl asl  eii.l  of 

the  Island  ,,r   Ciilia  al   tli.'  lime  ,,r   laa-  arrival    llaav,  and    I   trust    will   !„•  so  lorlnnal,'  as  to  scial  Urv  in  to 
me.      The    pr,,mplnc.s  will,   whidi    Liout.    (',,mdl.    .Mayo    repaired    to  the   assistaia-e  ,,r   the    hri-   Kremlin 
calls  forth  my  warme.i  approval  ion,   aial  I  trust  will  meet    with  the  same  recci.t 
Lieut,  \\dlsoii  is  al^o  entiih d  to  ,-,>iuiu,aidati(Ui  h)r  his  altention   to  the  poor  crea 
and  the  aide  p.a  rormanc  of  his   -,a,.aal  ,lulies,      I  have  furnished  the  slaves  will 
which  Iheir  stale  r.aaior.d    judiciuus,  and  wlii.di    has   already  had   a  lei 
ud  prouiol,.  theircomioiu.     'd'o  t  he  pris,  a,,  rs  I   hav,.  also  s,.nl  fresh  lava 
That  portion  of   tho  ulliaa-s  and1n:'n  h.d  ,n-in-  to  tho  prize   scho.imu-    I'oni.x,    now 
I  will  scikI  in  that  vess,d,  which  1  look  daily  fur,  to  New  Orleans,  as  soon  as  pos.. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 
To  the  Hon.  John  Br.a.nch,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  City. 

Note. — The  communication  and  affidavit,  referred   to  in  tlie  above  letter,    are  duplicates  of  those, 
appended  to  the  letter  of  the  district  attorney  of  Louisiana. 


qu; 


1   a.    the    Hepartn: 
res   under  his  cha 
rcsh  proxisioiis  in 

Led-,  ,an,l  y..-otal 

Uie 
heir 

a  hoard  the  (iram 
de. 
J.  D.  ELLIOTT. 

pus, 

Pensacola,  Augud  8,  1880. 
Sir:  On  the  11th  ultimo,  I  had  the  honor  to  apprise  you  of  my  movements  in  relation  to  the  piratical 
schooner  Fenix,  destined  for  New  Orleans,  (one  of  the   ports  named   in  your  general  instructions,)   but 
which  touched  here  for  supplies.     At  the  period  of  her  capture  by  the  schooner  Grampus,   the  brig  on 
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which  she  had  attempted  the  outrage  was  destined  for  New  Orleans,  but  had  subsequently  put  into 
Havana,  and  will  most  probably  take  in  a  cargo  there.     A  commission  has,  however,  been  sent,  by  which 
the  deposition  of  tlie  captain  and  officer  can  be  had;  and  I  have  instructed  Captain  Rose,  in  the  Erie,  to 
touch  offtlie  harbor,  and  bring  them  to  me  at  tliis  place,  or  have  them  forwarded  to  New  Orleans. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  ELLIOTT. 
To  the  Hon.  John  Branch,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  City. 


Office  of  the  U.  S.  District  Attorney,  New  Orleans,  July  16,  1830. 

Sir:  I  have  yonr  letters  of  the  11th  instant,  with  the  accompanying  documents  relating  to  the  cap- 
ture of  the  Spanish  schooner  Fenix. 

Lieut.  Wilson  has  not  yet  arrived  here  with  his  prize;  and,  upon  inquiry  at  the  custom  house,  I  find 
that  the  brig  Kremlin,  upon  which  vessel  tlie  atlenipted  pir:itie;il  a,n-^-ression  is  said  to  have  been  made, 
has  not  been  reported  there;  they  ni.iy  Imlh  lie  ilaily  exiiected.  Fidiii  an  examination  of  the  papers  fur- 
nished by  you,  1  (111  nut  think  tliut  a  (•(iiiih'nniatieu  (if  the  schnidiei-  cini  be  expected ;  although,  under  all 
the  circuilistanres  et  the  case,  there  seems  le  have  been  snllieienl  -rennd  f  .r  Ikm'  detentinir.  When  her 
crew  shall  be  examiii.Ml,  it  is  pnib;ibh'  tliat  we  will  be  ;>hle  In  pruye,  IVnii,  derlaratinns  nf  th<"  captain  or 
from  other  som-ei's,  the  |.iratieal  int.'iitien  with  which  the  Kremlin  was  pursued  and  aiiun.aehed,  or  some 
previous  acts  <,^  piiacv  ceinmitteil  by  them  en  beard  of  hei-;  such  luMefs  wuiild  entitle  the  captors  to  a 
decree  of  eundemnatien  under  the  -d  and  4th  sections  of  the  act  of  :!d  March,  1819.  I  shall  libel  the 
vessel  immediately  on  her  arrival,  as  1  think  this  the  nioie  ]iiudent  course  to  yiursue  for  the  protection  of 
the  capturin.L;-  oflieer;  the  facts  represenle.l  being  sucli  as,  in  my  opinion,  will  entitle  him  in  any  court  to 
costs,  &c.,  lor  a  justifiable  seizure.  The  character  of  the  trade  in  which  the  vessel  was  engaged,  (it  being- 
prohibited  by  the  laws  of  Spain,)  may  perhaps  deter  the  owners  from  interfering  in  the  claim. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


To  J.  D.  Elliott,  Esq.,  commanding  U.  S.  Squadron,  Pensacola. 


JOHN  SEIDELL. 


New  Orleans,  Jidy  21,  1830. 
Sir:  I  reached  here  in  the  Fenix  early  on  the  morning  of  the  r.»!h,  and  innnediatcdy  delivered  all  the 
papers  to  the  i'niled  Slates  district  attorney.  In  the  course  of  the  day  the  |.i-ison<as,  Vessel,  and  slaves 
were  given  in  cliar-'e  of  the  marshal.  Yesterday  a  hearing  was  had  belere  the  rniled  States  district 
judge,  and  tin'  piisoners  set  at  liberty,  he  not  considering  the  evidence  siiriirieni  ly  strong  to  authorize  a 
lull  committal  for  l.-ial;  the  vessel,  however,  has  been  libeled  by  the  ilisdjel  attorney,  and,  strange  as 
it  may  appear,  the  slaves  by  the  owners  of  the  vessel;  they  had  an  a-cnt  here  belbi-e  I  arrived.  This 
person,  a  (Japtain  I'.arclay,  was  at  Key  West  when  I  arrivi'd  there;  left  there  for  Havana  the  day  I  sailed 
for  Pensacola,  and  reached  here  the  day  before  me;  he  was,  it  seems,  on  his  way  to  Pensacola  when  my 
arrival  stopped  him.  The  judge  seems  to  be  of  opinion  that  tln^  owners  of  the  slaves  can  hold  them  if 
they  give  good  security.  The  district  attorney  has  written  to  the  Secretary  of  State  concerning  this 
'       ■  ,      .    ■      .    ^_^,  t,,  .,,1,1,,,^^  .,  ,„,,,.  ,,,  j|„,  .Spanish  c.nsul  here,  which  "l  did— a  copy  of  which  I 

t  Commandant   .Mayo. 

be  set  at  libert\,  the  vessel  libeled  for  piracv  by  the  United  States,  and  the  slaves 
rssel,  arc  things  whi,-h  1,  sir,  canm.t  e,x|.laiii. 

>f  things,  I  hope  you  will  perceive,  sii-,  I  could  not  effect  a  valuation  of  the  vessel 
endeavor,  as  far  as  1  am  concerned,  to  make  my  conduct  meet  your  approbation. 
lot  yet  arrived;  and  if  she  shoidd  not  arrive  in  a  'few  days,  I  willgive  in  my  testi- 
mony and  return  to  Pensacola,  unless  I  receive  dilVeri-nt  directions  from  you. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant.  J.   P.  WILSON. 

Commodore  Jesse  D.  Elliott,  commanding  i'.  S.  NamI  Forces  in  the  West  Indies,  Pensacola. 
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New  Orleans,  July  27,  1830. 
Sir:  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  yesterday  by  mail,  and  in  my  letter  stated  the  various  con- 
flicting ]-)nsitions  ill  which  the  affair  of  the  Fenix  seemed  to  be  placed,"  viz:  that  the  vessel  had  been 
libeled  1oi-  piracy,  the  crow  set  at  liberty,  and  the  negroes  libeled  by  the  owners;  but  as  they  have  not 
been  willing  to  give  the  security  required,  the  negroes  still  remain,  and,  I  presume,  will  remain,  in  the 

111  the  opinion  of  the  judge,  the  evidence  was  not  sufficient  to  inflict  any  punishment  upon  the  captain 
and  crew,  the  oidv  |ienalty  in  such  cases  being  the  forfeiture  of  the  vessel,  and  the  district  attorney  has 
hopes  of  condemning  her. 

The  ipiestion  still  remaining,  it  seems,  is,  whether  the  negroes  are  free,  or  whether  tliey  revert  to 
the  owiiias  of  the  vessi'l.  Instructions  on  this  head  are  required  from  Washington,  and  the  district 
attorney  has  written  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  that  purpose. 

My  object  in  addressing  the  Spanish  consul  was  to  prevent  his  giving  any  assistance  to  the  owners 
of  the  vessel. 

The  Kremlin  has  not  yet  arrived,  but  I  think  must  be  up  in  the  course  of  to-day. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  WILSON,  Lieutenant  U.  S  Navy. 

Commodore  Jesse  D.  Elliott,  commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Forces  in  the  West  Indies. 
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Pexsacola,  Augu><t  9,  1830. 
Sir:  The  two  comimmications,  herewith  accompanied,  are  those  to  which  Lieutenant  Wilson  refers 
in  his  letter  of  the  22d  ultimo,  and  are  intended  to  accompany  my  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  numbered  62. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

m     ,     TT        T        T,  o  J-  D.  ELLIOTT. 

To  the  Hon.  Johx  Br.wch,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington  City. 


New  Orleans,  July  20,  1830. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  of  tlio  arrival  lioro  of  tho  Spanish  slave  vessel  Fenix   under  my 
charge,  which  vessel  was  taken  p^i-^s.^.i,,,,  ul'  ,,„  H,,.  4i!i  uf  Jiinr  last  by  the  United  States  schooner 
Grampus,  for  an  alleged  piratical  atliiaiit  <<]\  liio  .Viiicriraii  laig  Knaalin,  of  Boston. 

The  Fenix,  when  captured,  had  .m  board  s2  slaves,  and  was  dirc't  from  the  coast  of  Africa. 
As  the  captain  and  crew  of  the  vessel  have  viulatod  the  laws  of  Spain  by  being  engaged  in  this  hor- 
rible traffic,  I  make  this  communication  that  you  may  take  such  steps  as  you  may  think  proper  against 
them. 

.  T  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  WILSON,  Lieutenant  U.  S.  Navy. 
To  Don  AxToxio  Argoti  Yillalotox,  SjMnieih  C'ohhuI,  New  Orlean^i. 


Spanish  Consul's  Office,  New  Orleans,  July  23,  1880. 

Sir:  Yesterday  afternoon  I  found  at  the  post  office  the  letter  which,  under  date  of  the  20th,  you 
have  done  me  the  honor  of  addressing  mc.  You  inform  me  in  it  of  your  arrival  in  the  port  with  the 
Spanish  slave  vessel  Fei.ix,  caiitiiivd  by  the  United  Slates  sehuener  Orainpus  un  the  4tli  June  last,  for 
an  alleged  piratieal  aiieiii|.i  en  tiie  A"nieri,-;,ii  bi'i-  Krendin.  and  discMvei-ed  t.i  be  .lireet  fnan  tho  Joast 
of  Africa,  with  ei-liu-iw.,  slaws  en  Imanl;  and  it  is  in  eense,[nene,-  ,,f  her  hein-  eim-a-ed  in  this  repro- 
bated trade,  by  wliu'h  th.'  eaptain  and  en^w  havi'  vielate.l  the  laws  ef  Sliain,  that  yuu  have  thought  fit  to 
make  this  report  to  me,  in  order  that  I  may  take  such  steps  against  them  as  I  may  consider  proper  and 
necessary. 

As  it  appears  that  the  charge  of  piracv  was  without  the  least  foundation,  the  law  officer  here  having 
proceeded  tu  ll,e  n'lease  a!,d  nnipialifi.'d  eidargement  ef  tli,.  piisen.'rs,  I  liave  to  regret  that  thev  have  not 
been  carried  m  a  Spanish  pert,  te  lie  tried  bv  tlieir  natiunal  trilainal  fir  the  ,,rlier  eiVenee  a.u-ainst  the 
Spanish  hi-,vs,  wliieh  w:aild  eertainlv  have  been  lixed  npen  them.  Sneh  appears  m  l.e  the  praetice  of  the 
officers  ..fthe  linlish  navy,  as  I  have  just  seen  that  the  Spanish  brig  Amelia,  having  on  board  one  hundred 
and  thirty  siavi's  from  the  coast  of  Africa,  has  been  carried  to  Havana  by  the  British  sloop-of-war  Victor, 
brin,uii:g  thus  the  offenders  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  whose  duty  it  is  to   avenge  the  violated 


I  will  transmit  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  the  minister  of  his  Catholic  Majesty  with  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  and  also  to  the  Captain  General  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  and  await  the  instructions  upon 
the  subject. 

I  remain,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ANTONIO  ARGOTI  YILLALOTON. 
To  J.  P.  Wilson,  Esq.,  Lieutenant  of  the  U.  S.  Navij,  New  Orlean)i. 


Office  of  the  Attorney  General,  U.  S.,  Augud  18,  1830. 

Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  16th  instant  has  been  duly  received,  with  the  accompanying  docu- 
ments. You  ask  my  official  opinion,  whether  the  Africans  found  on  board  the  Spanish  vessel,  called  the 
Fenix,  lately  captured  liy  tho  United  States  schooner  Grampus,  and  brought  into  the  port  of  New  Orleans, 
come  within  tln'  provisii'ms  ef  the  net  of  the  3d  March,  1819,  prohibiting  the  slave  trade,  and,  if  so,  what 
steps  shenld  he  taken  by  the  department  on  the  subject? 

In  rep)lv.  I  have  to  state  tu  yen  that  this  case  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  within  the  provisions  of  the  act 
referred  to.'  It  is  the  case  of  a  Spanish  vessel,  manned  and  navigated  by  Spaniards,  found  on  the  high 
seas  at  a  distance  from  our  shores,  and  which,  tlaaigii  <mgage,l  in  the  shive  trade,  cannot,  therefore,  for 
that  cause,  be  ani.-nable  to  our  tribunals.  She  is  e.pially  exi  mpt,  iiit  withstanding  tli  •  hiws  of  Spain  have 
prohibited  tho  trade,  sim^e  our  conrts  dn  not  exeamte  the  penal  laws  of  another  country. 

Thus  mneh  was  settled  in  the  easi'  of  the  Alltel. ipe,  in  which  so  much  was  left  unsettled,  from  a  con- 
flict of  (ipininii  bet\^e(  II  till'  judges,  'file  great  c|uestieii  on  which  the  court  divided,  was,  whether,  under 
the  circumslanees  <i|'  that  case,  lair  jinlieial  tribunals  were  bound  to  restore.  Restoration  took  place  in 
conformity  to  tin'  deeree  ..f  the  eireuit  cdurt.  wliieli,  in  ennsequence  of  this  division,  was  necessarily 
affirmed;  but  no  pnn.aple  in  iclatieii  t.>  this  ,piesii<in  was  settled  in  the  appellate  tribunal. 

It  seems  to  Uie,  sir,  eensideiing  that  sueh  is  the  nnsittled  state  of  the  law  on  this  subject,  that  these 
Africans  cannot  with  pi'eprietv  be  delivered  up  to  any  person  elaiming  property  in  them,  until  the  validity 
of  such  claim  and  enr  elili-aiien  t.'  deliver  them,  shall  h.ave  been  affirmed  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States.'     The  vessel  was  piepeilv  -eni  in  Ibr  adjudieatien,  under  the  act  of  the  3d  March,  1819, 

"  to  protect  the  c merce  of  the  United  States,  and  t<i  punish  the  crime  of  piracy."     The  Africans  found 

on  board  are  therefore  rightfully  in  the  possession  of  the  court;  whether  they  can  be  delivered  to  a  claimant 
whose  title  to  them  is  deduced  from  a  traffic  which  is  equally  forbidden  by  the  laws  of  his  own  country, 
and  of  ours,  is  a  question  which  ought,  I  think,  under  the  circumstances,  to  be  i-eferred  to  the  highest 
judicial  tribunal. 
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This  course  is  not,  however,  without  difficulty;  the  Africans  must  be  supported  pending  the  litiga- 
tion, and,  if  the  claim  be  repelled,  must  be  disposed  of  in  some  maimer  which  will  be  consistent  with  tiieir 
rif!,-h'ts  and  with  the  principles  of  humanity.  Not  coming  within  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1819,  first 
referred  to,  the  fund  which  is  placed  under  the  control  of  the  President,  by  that  act  and  subsequent  acts, 
c'iniiot  be  anpHed  to  these  objects;  still  I  apprehend  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  district  attorney  to  pursue 
the  course  su-.-ested.      Murli  exp<.|,s,.  niav  be  save<1  by  -iviii-  ,.ut  lli.'s,.  Africans  on  well  secured  bonds 

for  their  fortiicoiuiiio-.      If  n'stdicd,   it  will  |.n.baMv  I i.  pavinnil  of  ,-,,sts  aii.l  cxpchs.'s  bv  ih,.  claimant; 

and  should  the  claiin  be  rei„.|l. Ml,  aii.l  ihr  linal  ili.j.nsa!  of  ll.rsc  p.Tsi.Hs  .Icv^lvr  upuii  ihr  -ov.-nmiclit, 
Cono-ress  will  no  doubt,  in  t!i(>  mean  t  iiu-Mirovidc  the  IiumIs  lavcssary  for  the  pcrlorniance  of  a  duty  which 
will'lje  c.pially  ciiioin.Ml  l.y  justice  and  liiiniaiiily.  Siicli  an  apiMcpnation  was  tuiade  in  1829,  in  the  case 
of  the  AlVii'aiis  wrcckcf!  on  the  (■o;;st  ol'  I'loriila,  who  \V('  o  ii|naily  w il hunt  the  provisions  of  any  existing 
law;  and  then'  is  no  reason  to  apprehend  a  refusal  to  pr.ividi'  l(jr  the  present  case.  The  papers  accom- 
panying your  connnunication  are  returned. 

I  am,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

To  the  Secret.\ky  of  the  Navy. 


JNO.  MACPIIERSON  BERRIEN. 


Washington,  January  b,  1831. 
Dear  Sir:  You  will  of  course  recollect  the  case  to  which  the  enclosed  letter  relates,  and  which  ought 
rave  been  addressed  to  you.     I  have  advised  the  writer  that  I  have  communicated  it  to  you. 
Yours  truly, 


To  the  Hon.  John  Branch. 


JNO.  MACPHERSON  BERRIEN. 


New  Orleans,  December  20,  1830. 
May  I  1)0  permitted  to  solicit  the  attention  of  the  Hon.  tlie  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States  to 
tlie  propriety  of  ha\'inn-  an  aet  passed  this  session  of  Con.u-ress  to  meet  the  case  of  the  Africans  latelj^  sent 
into  this  poll  hy  the  bnited  States  schooner  Grampus.  Aeeordin,--  to  ilie  opinion,  as  given  to  our  district 
attoiaiev,  lhi_'  I'enix,  the  \ess(  1  on  board  of  which  the  AlVieans  were,  was  properly  sent  in  for  adjudication 
under  the  aet  of  the  :Jd  Mareli,  1S19,  thou,gh  the  case  did  not  come  within  the  law  of  1818.  My  disburse- 
ments have  been  eonsideralile,  and  if  1  understood  tlie  Hon.  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  he  required  an 
appropriation  to  justify  their  payment. 

AVith  high  consideration  and  respect,  j'our  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  NICHOLSON,  U.  S.  Ilarshal. 
To  the  Hon.  John  Macpherson  Berrien,  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States. 


Court  of  the  United  States,  Eastern  District  of  Louisiana. 

special   court. 

Frid.w,  Juty  30,  1830. 

Present,  Hon.  Samuel  H.  Harper. 

Ex  parte. — Sundry  African  negroes  brought  into  this  port  in  the  schooner  Fenix,  captured  by  the 
United  States  schooner  Granmus  for  an  alle,ged  ]iiratieal  aggression  committed  on  the  American  bri.g 
Kembn.  The  Africans,  bv  Alhvd  Heuner,  Es.,.,  rbiim  the  benelit  of  the  writ  of  hnhras  rnr/„is.  and  pray 
to  be  liberated,  alleging  thai  lliev  are  iVee  men.  Tliis  applie:,tion  is  opposed  hv  the  .lisiriei  attorney. 
0.  F.  Benluigaine,  deputy  marshal,  in  ohedieiiee  to  the  writ  <.f //r./;,v/s  rarju,^  issued' in  this  ,-ase.  appeared, 
and  showed  f.r  caus.>  that  th.'  negn.es  w(  re  .lelivered  to  him  by  Lieutenant  AVilsuii,  of  the  United  States 
navy,  prize  master  of  the  seiiooner    I'eni.x,  ami  that   lie  was  I'urther  instructed  by  the  district  attorney  of 

the  United  ,'<(ates  to  take  eharge  of   the  said   ne-roes. 

On  this  appliealion,  fla.'  court  delivered  its  opinion  as  follows:  "I  have  considered  this  cause  with 
great  soliciimie,  Immmusc  it  is  a  new  one,  so  far  as  1  know,  in  the  Tbiiteil  States,  and  because  it  greatly 
embarrasses  the  exei-ntive  ollicer  of  this  court,  on  acconnl  of  expense  and  ivsponsihili  y.  In  virtue  of 
a  law  of  the  I'liil.Ml  Slates,  the  ollicers  of  tlie  navv  aiv  ii,s/nirlr,l  to  ,  aptiire  all  /v.s.sv/,-  -u'llty  of  piratical 
aggressions,  wiihout  regard  to  what  may  Iw  on  'hoard,  \\lieilier  /(e;/ro,',-,' or  anything  else.  '  Under  these 
instructions  the  I'eiiix  was  eaptiireil,  lia\inn-  eightv-lwo  ne-Moes  on  Lioard,  said  to  be  from  Africa,  and 
bound  to  the  Island  of  Ciil.a,  as  is  alhg<M|.  Tlie  negroes  f'eiiig  on  board  were  necessarily  bron.o-ht  with 
the  vessel  into  this  port,  and  delivered  fy  the  cajitois,  togellier  with  the  Fenix  and  her  crew,  to  the  mar- 
shal.    The  vessel   liasl n   lil.elcl    by  tl'ie  b ni I ed   Stales,  and    appli.-ation  made  at  the  same  time  by  the 

district  altoiiiey,  in  his  oflicial  t-a]iacity,  to  iji,'  proper  di  parlmcnt  of  the  government  for  his  instructions 
relative  to  the  iiirtlier  disposition  ,,f  tile  mgiois.  bmler  these  circumstances,  what  was  the  duty  of  the 
marshalr  Had  he  a  right  to  put  them  on  shore,  and  set  tiiem  at  liherly?  If  he  had  that  right,  the  cajjtors 
might  also  have  exercised  it  when  they  made  the  t-aptitre;  Imt  suppose  they  had  been  set  at  liberty,  and 
it  should  turn  out  on  iiivesti,u-ation  that  the  oi'iginal  possessor  is  either  an  American  citizen  or  a  resident 
of  the  United  States,  or  that  the  capture  was  made  in  our  watiu's,  or  that  they  were  actually  destined  to 
one  of  our  oavii  ports,  or  that  the  government  should  declare  itself  competent  to  take  charge  of  them 
under  all  the  circumstances:  in  either  of  these  cases  they  would  he  proper  subjects  for  transportation  to 
Africa,  and,  therefore,  such  premature  discharge  of  them  would  have  been  an  improper  act,  and  for  the 
same  reasons  it  would  have  been  improper  to  deliver  them  to  any  one  until  better  advised.  Pending  the 
time  necessary  to  ascertain  all  the  facts  and  circumstances  attending  their  capture,  and  also  the  requisite 
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time  to  learn  the  determination  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  in  rehxtion  to  them,  can  they  be 
legally  discharged  by  virtue  of  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  tiieir  original  and  X)resent  coriJinprnnU  avmmg  irom 
tlie  necessity  ..I  (li.;  ,ase?  If  they  become,  ipso  facto,  free,  ffom  the  circumstance  of  their  being  fanded 
in  the  I  iiitrd  M;iirs,  iM'groes  Confessedly  brought  here  for  safe  from  a  foreign  country  would  be  equally 
entitled  to  Im.  set  at  liberty;  but  the  government  has  determined  that  such  should  n(jt  be  set  free  but 
sliimld  be  sent  t.i  Alnca.  The  act  of  Congress  of  1801  permitted  the  States  ivspccfively  in  regulate  the 
maimer  ^\(  disposing  of  people  of  color  brought  into  them  contrary  Ik  law,  ami  LuiiisiaiKi,  lieint;-  a  slave- 
h.ililiiig  State,  under  that  act  so,d  such  persons.  But  the  act  of  "iM'j  fi.ihi.ls  the  I'xereis'c  of  tTi;it  ri'''lit 
ami  declares  that  all  such  shall  be  transported  to  Africa.  The  jmln'ii,  then,  of  the  "'overiimeiit  is  That 
no  peoph-  of  that  deseripti,.!!  shall  remain  in  the  country.  It  is,  tlieieloiv,  eiear  in  my  mi.ud  that  foreign 
negroes,  howev.r  ml  i  odii.-cd,  eaiiiiot  he  set  live  here,  nor  can  they  he  le-;illy  sold  in  this  country  under 
any  c:reMiiiistaiu-es;  il  lollows,  then,  that  they  must  in  o/^  co.sp.s  eilher  he  seal  home,  or  in  .some  way  be 
excluded  from  the  United  Slates.  Besid.'s,  the  Louisiana  l(-gish,t  ,.iv,  ;,1  ;1,  1  i  -,.,;,,;,.  p.-sed  a  law 
declaring  that  all  free  persons  of  color,  an-i\  ing  ill  the  Slate  after  the  vo:i:  i  .-  ,  ;  :i  ,  ,,pelled  to 
leave  it.     If  the  court  of  the  United  States,  siiiing  in    Louisiana,  weio  i,     ,,  '        aas  to  be 

free,  and  set  them  at  liberty  in  the  State,  would  lu.t  sueh  aet  he  in  dero ::,  1 1.,;,  ..|  -i:,i,  ii^io  .'  In  any 
event  they  would  be  excluded  from  the  State,  and  where  would  they  go?  Other  States^perhaps  have 
similiar  laws;  and  thus  they  would  be  hunted  like  wild  heasis  from  one  extremity  of  the  Uniuu  to  the 
other.     At  such  treatment  humanity  revolts;  compared  with  which,  slavery  would  be  a  blessing. 

In  any  view  of  this  subject,  I  think  that  wdiieh  ought  to  have  been  done  has  been  done,  and  that  the 
marshal  is  bound,  ex  officio,  to  retain  them  at  the  expense  of  the  government  (in  the  first  instance)  until 
further  or  otherwise  instructed. 

Cleric's  Office,  United  States  District  Court,  New  Orleans,  July  31,  1830. 
I  certifj'  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  original  opinion  on  record  in  my  office. 
Witness  my  baud  and  the  seal  of  the  court,  the  day  and  year  above  written. 

T.  AV.  LEA,  Clerk. 


21sT  CoxGREss.]  No.    436.  [2d    Session. 

EXPLANATORY  ESTIMATE    OF   THE    ANNUAL    SUM   NECESSARY  TO    MAINTAIN  A   NAVY 
YARD  FOR  BUILDING  AND  EQUIPPING  SHIPS  WITH  DISPATCH. 

CO.MMUXICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    JANUARY  18,  1830. 

Navy  Department,  January  14,  1831. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  81st 
ultimo,  calling  for  a  report  of  the  annual  sum  necessary  to  maintain  a  navy  yard  for  building  and  equip- 
ping ships  with  dispatch,  &c.,  to  submit  a  communication  from  the  Navy  Commissioners  on  the  subject. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  BRANCH. 
The  Hon.  Andrew  Stevenson,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatives. 


Navy  Commissioners'  Office,  January  6,  1831. 

Upon  the  subject  of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  3 1st  ultimo,  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Navy  would  respectfully  observe,  that  to  "maintain  a  navy  yard  for  the  building  and 
equipping  of  ships  with  dispatch,"  (that  is,  dispatch  equal  to  that  afforded  by  any  of  our  navy  yards  at 
this  time,)  would  cost  annually  about  $50,000. 

The  "aiiiinal  amount  of  deterioration  of  buildings,"  if  such  buildings  were  constructed  of  the  most 
durable  matei  ials  and  in  the  most  approved  manner,  could  not,  it  is  conceived,  exceed  five  per  cent,  of 
their  cost,  and,  prohalilv,  would  be  less. 

The  aniiiuil  amount  of  interest  of  the  money  disbursed  in  the  erection  of  buildings  necessary  for  a 
navy  yard,  would  depend  upon  tlie  amount  ilislansed,  and  the  rale  of  interest. 

"The  expense  of  establishing  a  w.ww  vanl.  and  giving  to  it  all  the  improvements  and  facilities  neces- 
sary to  build,  repair  and  equip  vessel.'-oi-war,  oi  all  classes,  wiih  tlie  utmost  dispatch,  would  be  very 
considerable,  but  the  interest  on  this  cost  would,  particularly  in  time  of  war,  be  considered  of  no  moment 
when  compared  with  the  great  national  advantages  which  would  be  gained  by  such  dispatch,  more 
especially  should  such  yard  be  advantageously  located,  so  as  to  admit  free  ingress  and  egress  at  all 
seasons  of  the  year,  and  afford  to  ships-of-war  all  other  necessary  facilities. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  &c.,  &c.,  JOHN  RODGERS. 

Hon.  John  Branch,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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2  1st  Coxcress.]  No.  437.  [^d  Session. 

ON  CLAIM  OF  HENRY  ECKFORD  FOR  RENT  OF  LAND  AT  SACKETT'S  HARBOR  FOR  THE 
USE  OF  THE  NAVY,  AND  FOR  PURCHASE  OF  SAID  LAND. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    JANUARY    20,    1831. 

Mr.  White,  of  New  York,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Hcury  Eckford,  reported: 

That  thcv  have  hnd  the  same,  and  the  pipers  rchilive  to  his  claim,  under  consideration,  and  find  that 
on  the  nth  day  of  February,  1829,  the  cmiimitlce  reported  to  the  H(mse  thereon.* 

In  reiatiuii  to  Navy  Point  and  hospital  yiwiiiid,  ihe  committee  see  no  reason  to  change  the  opinion 
expressed  in  the  report  adopted  by  tliem.  The  interest  on  the  money,  since  accrued,  should  be  added 
to  the  amount  then  reported,  and  the  account  will  then  stand  thus: 

The  consideration  money  for  Navy  Point  and  hospital  ground $3, 193  15 

The  interest  thereon  from  January  1,  1823,  at  7  per  cent.,  the  legal  rate  of  interest  of  the 

State  where  the  estate  is  situate,  to  May  1,  1829,  six  years  and  four  months 1,415  83 

Interest  thereon  for  two  years,  ending  May  1,  1831 44T  13 

Making,  together,  in  full  for  that  property §5 ,  05G  71 

And  for  this  amount  they  have  provided  in  the  bill  now  reported  by  them. 

In  the  papers  now  submitted  to  the  committee,  Mr.  Eckford  claims,  as  equitable  against  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  for  the  cost  of  building  dock  at  Sackett's  Harbor,  as 
per  estimate .' $4,050  00 

Interest  thereon  from  January,  1815,   to  January  1,  1830,  fifteen  years,  at  6  per  cent,  per 

annum 3,645  00 

Making,  together $7 ,  695  00 

If  the  value  of  tlie  works  for  wliich  this  chiim  is  assorted  was  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  com- 
mittee, the  main  .lillirultv  t..  its  ullnwaii.-c  would  still  remain,  li  is  known  to  the  eoininit  tei^  that  Mr. 
Eckford  was  extensively  emploved  in  ship  Imihliu-  for  the  riiited  Slates  al  Saekelt's  llarl.or,  during  the 
late  war.  The  do,-k  in  qneslion  appears  to  have  heeii  ereeled  ii,  the  exe.ailioii  of  his  eoiiti-aets  with  the 
government.  Tiie  coniniitlee  have  not  l.eeii  luniished  with  these  eontraels,  but  siiopuse  (lie  construction 
of  tliis  doek  came  within  the  inleiition  of  them,  as  a  means  neees.sai'v  to  .^laMe  him  to  build  and  launch 
the  public  vessels.  The  eoinniittee  aiv  sat  islaeloril  v  iuloriued  that,  at  the  .-lose  oi' the  war,  someofthe.se 
building  eontraets  w.to  in  exe.aitioii,  and  tiie  ship  building  arresied  bv  onler  of  the  Department.  Mr. 
Eckford"  alleged  that  he  should  be  able  to  complete  Ihe  ships  in  about  I  hlrt  v  or  loll  v  da  vs,  and  claimed 
the  same  .■ompeusatio,,  as  he  would  have  been  entitled  to  if  he  had  eo.upleted  the  w;,rk;'alid  on  a  refer- 
ence of  the  whole  matter  to  arbitration,  his  elaini  was  award, al  to  him,  and  he  paid  accordingly.  Without 
going  into  the  particulars  of  the  iiiatt<'r  subniitled,  the  award  and  payments,  the  committee  regard  the 
transaction  as  a  settlement  of  Mr.  Iv.kfonrs  elaini  for  all  work  done  at  Sackett's  Harbor  in  his  ship 
building  operations  for  the  L^nitcd  Slates,  .and,  on  the  information  they  now  possess,  see  no  reason  for 
the  allowance  of  this  part  of  the  present  claim. 

What  is  stated  above-,  in  ndation  to  the  property  at  Sackett's  Harbor,  is  still  true  in  the  main.     It 

appears  now  by  Mr.  Eckf  ud's  afVidavit,  that  that  property  cost  him $3,935  33 

And  he  charges  interest  on  it  from  January  1,  1815,  to  January  1,  1830,  iifteen  years,  at  6 

per  cent",  or ' 3,541   80 

$7,477  13 

But  the  committee  find  no  proof  that  even  as  much  as  one  acre  of  that  wood-lot  was  in  the  actual 
occupation  of  the  LTiiited  States;  and  it  is  quite  certain  that  the  sliip  there,  and  the  yard  necessary  for 
building,  could  cover  only  a  few  acres.  The  reasonable  rent  for  this  ground  should  be  small,  and  pro- 
portioned to  the  actual  value  of  the  ground  actually  occupied  by  the  United  States. 

To  settle  this  dispute  in  an  equitable  manner,  and  enable  the  Navy  Department  to  purchase  so  much 
of  the  land,  not  exceeding  ten  acres,  as  may  be  necessary  for  naval  purposes,  the  committee  have  reported 
a  section  in  the  bill  for  Mr.  Eckford's  relief,  appropriating  $2,500  for  these  purposes. 

*  For  this  report,  see  anteoedeut  No.  388. 
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21st  Coxgress.]  No.  438.  [2d8essio^. 

EECOMMENDATION  THAT  THE  PAY  AND  ALLOWANCES  OF  THE  OFFICERS  OF  THE  M  VPJNE 
CORPS  BE  INCREASED,  AND  THAT  THE  ALLO\VANCES  FROM  THE  CO\TI\GENT  FUND 
OF  THE  NAVY  BE  DEFINED. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    EEPKESEN'T.iTIVES    JAXU.^^IiY    25,     183L 

To  the  House  of  Represenlaiii-cs:  -Tanu.vry  2o,   183L 

I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  enclosed  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  in  relation  to  the  pay  and  other  allowances  of  the  officers  of  the  marine  corps,  and  to  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  legislative  provisions  suggested  in  it. 

ANDREAV  JACKSON. 


N.vvY  Department,  January  24,  183L 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  letter  fr(jm  Col.  Henderson  upon  the  subject  of  the  pay  and  other 
allowances  of  the  officers  of  the  marine  corps. 

A  resolution  sanctioning  the  continuance  of  these  allowances  was  adopted  by  Congress  on  the  29th  of 
May,  1830,  which  Avill  expire  by  its  own  limitation  on  the  28th  of  the  next  month. 

I  am,  therefore,  induced  respectfully  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  presenting  the  subject  to  the  notice 
of  Congress,  for  their  consideration,  and  such  Ic-islativo  proceeding  as  they  may  d  em  the  case  to  require. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  present  occasion  lo  luiiiu-  a-.iin  to  your  notice  the  want  of  legal  direction  for  the 
allowances  from  the  contingent  fund,  yearly  appropiiated  for  the  navy,  to  cover  expenses  for  various  inci- 
dental purposes,  with  the  hope  that  C(mgress  may  be  disposed  to  make  such  legislative  enactment  on  the 
subject  as  will  place  these  allowances  upon  fixed  and  equitable  principles,  and  relieve  the  officers  of  the 
navy  and  this  Department  from  the  existing  embarrassments  constantly  arising  from  the  various  undefined 
claims  upon  that  fund. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  vour  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BRANCH. 

The  President  of  the  United  States. 


Head-Quarters  of  the  Marine  Corps,  Washington,  January  13,  1831. 

Sir:  The  strong  probability  that  no  organization  of  the  corps  can  be  effected  during  the  present 
session  of  Congress,  induces  me  respectfully  to  call  your  attention  to  the  condition  to  which  the  ofScers 
of  the  corps  will  be  reduced  after  tlic  -i^tli  nl'  Fi'bruary  next.  Their  pay  and  emoluments,  which  at  best 
are  not  comparatively  equal  to  tin's,'  of  ciilicr  the  army  or  navy,  will  then  bo  diminished  more  than  one- 
third,  unless  some  such  relief  is  air.a.lcd  in  thrm  as  was  given  them  by  the  last  Congress. 

As  the  commandant  of  the  corps,  I  cunceive  it  my  duty  to  look  to  the  interests  of  all  its  branches; 
and  I  now  appeal,  in  behalf  of  all  the  officers,  to  your  magnanimity,  as  well  as  your  sense  of  justice,  to 
prevent  so  heavy  a  penalty  from  resting  on  their  shoulders.  Under  its  former  influence,  some  of  the 
officers  went  to  prison,  and  all  of  them  suffijred  severe  privations.  Under  such  circumstances,  the  officers 
cannot  but  look  with  confidence  to  the  head  of  their  Department  for  aid,  in  support  of  allowances  which 
they  deem  not  only  just,  but  on  which  their  comfortable,  if  not  their  necessai-y  subsistence  almost  entirely 
depends. 

I  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

ARCHIBALD  HENDERSON,  Lieut.  Col.  Commandant. 

The  Hon.  John  Branch,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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communicated    to    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    JANUARY    28,     1831. 

Navy  Department,  January  27,    1831. 
Sir:  In  conformity  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  23d  of  April,  1800,  we  have  the  honor  herewith  to 
lay  before  Congress  the  annual  report  of  the  navy  pension  fund. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

JOHN  BRANCH, 
JOHN  H.  EATON, 
S.  D.  INGHAM, 
Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Pension  Fund. 
To  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Eejyi-esentatives,  U.  S. 

VOL.  Ill 110  L 
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The  commissioners  of  the  navy  pension  fund  respectfully  report: 

That  the  balance  t(j  the  credit  of  the  fund,  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  on  the 

1st  day  of  January,  1830,  as  per  Register's  statement,  hereto  annexed,  marked  A,  was $15,412  17 

The  receipts  during  the  year  1830  by  the  Treasurer,  on  account  of  the  fund,  as  detailed  in 

the  report  of  the  Fourth  Auditor,  marked  C,  amounted  to Ill ,  127  43 

Which,  together,  make  the  sum  of §121 ,  190  20 

AandB..' 105,804  11 

Out  of  this  fund  the  Treasurer  has  paid  within  the  same  period,  as  per  Register's  statements 


Leaving  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  January,  1831 $21,38G  09 


In  addition  to  which,  the  Fourth  Auditor  reports  a  balance  of  $15,848.10,  in  the  hands  of  agents, 
applicable  to  the  payment  of  pensions  falling  due  on  the  first  of  January,  1831. 

From  the  accompanying  report  of  the  Fourth  Auditor,  it  appears  that  the  amount  of  pensions  to  be 
paid  this  year  cannot  exceed  $30,041.36,  and  the  miscellaneous  claims,  it  is  presumed,  will  not  exceed 
those  of  the  last  year,  ($312.60,)  which,  added  together,  will  make  the  sum  of  .$30,359.96,  to  be  paid 
during  the  current  year. 

To  meet  this  demand,  the  receipt  on  account  of  the  fund  may  be  estimated  at  $42,423.64,  to  wit: 

For  interest  on  United  States  stocks,  say .' $38 ,000  00 

For  dividends  on  Washington  and  Union  Bank  stocks 1 ,450  00 

For  dividends  on  Washington  Corporation  stock 2,913  64 

$42,423  64 

Leaving  a  surplus  of  $12,063.68. 

The  Rtgibter  lepoits  the  -uhoh  amount  of  United  States  stocks  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  fund  on 
the  books  ot  the  Tieasui>  on  the  1st  day  )f  Iinuir  1^31  at  &818  600.53.  These  stocks  consist  of  three, 
foui  and  a  half   and  fi\e  pci  cents       \11   th  i    i   cent-,    weie  ledeemed  last  year;  and,  from  the  diffi- 

culty of  piocuung  sale  ui  1  ]  i    lutti\  li  to  lemvest  the  amount  redeemed  by  the  govern- 

ment m  Tanuaiy  and  Juh    t  _   In  i    ^  i  \  pei  cents    ledeemed  in  1829,  a  few  months  were 

una-^oidibh  lost  in  nt  ^     i  iti  ii    ui  1    1  i  '   i  unmed  in  September  last  to  invest  $18,000  in 

three  pei  c  nt     I  nit*  I  ^l  it  1       I  ^2  ^\ere  obtained,  bearing  interest  from  the  1st 

day  ot  Tn'\  p  liiu  H  In  i  n  ili  i  i  iIil  Rtml  c  st  fiom  the  nominal  amount,  the  gain  to  the 
fund  fi   111  1  II    ti  1  I       t    1    1    ^4  N       ilici  puich  iscs  01  siles  of  the  United  States  Bank  or  other 

stocks  hni   l(    u  111  I  I    1  \  tU       iiiiiii     1  11  1      mcL  then  last  repoit 

Amount  of  stocks  to  the  credit  of  the  tund  on  1st  of  Jmuai^    I'^ol: 

United  States  nr  min  d                                                                                           8818,600  53 

Washington  Goipoiation  stock,  cost  $ob,4J6. 1o 59,412  40 

Washington  Bank  stock,  cost  $14,260.00 14,000  00 

Union  Bank  stock  cost  $15,340.50 15,000  00 

Columbia  Bank  (insolvent)  stock,  cost  $99,502.60 92,600  00 

$1,059,112   93 


The  time  for  which  pensions  had  been  granted  to  many  of  the  widows  and  children  of  deceased  sea- 
men having  expired  in  the  early  part  of  last  year,  is  the  principal  cause  of  the  surplus  of  income  before 
stated.  Should  it  be  the  pleasure  of  Congress  to  renew  these  pensions,  it  is  believed  that  the  income  of 
the  fund  will  be  fully  adequate  to  meet  the  increased  demands  which,  in  that  event,  will  be  made  on  it. 

xinnexed  to  the  before-mentioned  statements  will  be  found  a  list  of  pensioners,  their  rank,  places  wiiere 
disabled,  and  the  amount  of  pensions  granted  to  them,  &c.  (See  D  and  E.)  Many  of  these  persons,  since 
the  renewal  of  their  pensions,  have,  doubtless,  died.  Their  names,  however,  remain  on  the  roll,  and 
swell  the  volume;  but  where  thoy  have  ceased  to  draw  their  pensions  for  two  years  past,  their  claims 
have  not  been  taken  into  the  estimate. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

By  order  of  the  commissioners  of  the  navy  pension  fund. 

WILLIAM  HARDEMAN,  Secretary  of  the  Navy  Pendon  Fund. 


A. 

Navy  pension  fund. 


TRE.4SURY  Dep.vrtmext,  Begister's  Office,  January  20,  1831. 

Balance  to  credit  of  account  1st  January,  1830 $15,462  11 

Repayments  made  in  1830 111,121  43 

$121,190  20 

Payments  made  in  1830 105,804  11 

Balance  on  1st   January,  1831 $21,386  09 

T.  L.  SMITH,  Register. 
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Statement  of  payments  made  into  the  Treasury,  to  the  credit  of  the  navy  pension  f  and,  during  the  year  1830; 
also  the  payments  made  by  the  Treasurer  on  account  of  said  fund  during  the  same  period. 


No.  of  war- 
rant. 


By  whom  paid. 


411 
508 
55.3 
560 
576 
578 
586 
625 
626 
635 
644 


1,183 
1,211 
1,313 
1,322 
1,410 
1,436 
1,540 
1,543 
1,582 
1,640 
1,664 
1,666 
1,685 
1,709 
1,726 
1,890 
1,923 
1,948 
1,949 
1,950 
1,951 
1,952 
1,953 
2,050 
2,111 
2,117 
2,140 


2,264 
2,332 
2,337 
2,339 
2,365 
2,432 
2,479 
2,555 
2,587 
2,700 
2,701 
2,702 
2,720 
2,721 
2,722 
2,723 
2,724 
2,725 
2,726 
2,727 
2,728 


The  commissioners  of  the  navy  pension  i 
The  commissioners  of  the  navy  pension  fii 
Benjamin  Homans 

The  commissioners  of  the  navy  pension  i'v 
The  commissioners  of  the  navy  pension  fii 
David  Eng-lish,  cashier 

The  commissioners  of  tli^'  i:.i\\  ;  i;  '"ii  I'n 
The  commissioners  of  ill'  '  ;  -  'ii  in 
The  commissioners  of  til        :\;    _  ■■  iV 

Tlie  commissioners  of  I'u-  im'.;.  |  :  n  .-n  li 
The  commissioners  of  the  navy  pcusiu:;  iV 

Amount  paid  to  credit  of  the  fund  . .  , 


Richard  R.  Bradford  secretary 

William  Jones,  postmaster 

John  H.  Maguire 

Patrick  Fitzpatrick,  late  pilot 

William  Berry,  late  boatswain 

John   Goar,   deceased 

United  States  Branch  Bank,  Savannah 

Henry  Vickers,  deceased 

Jonas  A.  Stone,  pensioner 

Richard  H.  Bradford,  secretary 

Robert  Spedden,  late  lieutenant 

United  States  Branch  Bank,  Portsmouth 

John  Ball,  boatswain 

Sanders,  late  lieutenant,  deceased 

Branch  of  the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Delaware,  atN 

Elizabeth  Mays 

Richard  H.  Bradford,  secretary 

United  States  Branch  Bank,  Ballimore 

United  States  Branch  Bank,  Portlaiid 

United  States  Branch  Bank,   Chai  li.'slnu 

riiilrd  States  Branch  Bank,   Lexing-{..n 

I  i,i!iMl  Siatrs  BranchBank,   Nurfilk 

Iiiiti  il  Siali's  Branch  Bank,  Savaimah 

|-,,iir,l  Slates  Branch  Bank,   Savannah 

K'l.hanl  i:.  r.radford,  secretary 

Iiiiicil  Stales  Branch  Bank,  Portsmouth 

rnited  Slates  Branch  Bank,  Norfolk 

Patrick  Fitzpatrick,  pensioner 

George  A.   Rankin 

United  States  Branch  Bank,  Hartford 

^Villiain  G.aar,  son  of  John  Goar,  pensioner.  . 

L>,lia  A.  Ciiar,  daii-hter  of  John  Goar,  pensii 

Charles  Ci  ii  ikslia  iik,  for  1  book  of  2|  quires., 

William  Me  11  value,  cashier 

William  Mcllvaine,  cashier 

William  Hardeman,   secretary 

Bernard  McDonoug-h,  deceased 

B.  Knai'.ai'l,   -..-^-ea.,     dei-ea^^.l 

United  ^  P,        '    '■'    '      ■       ■■     -I' 

Uniteil     ..  -      -    '  ■'.     ^      '    •    -'11 

United  -la,e-,  !; ;.  l;;ek,    New  (Means... 

United  States  Branch  Bank,  Pe.rtlaiid 

Bank  of  the  United  States,  Philadelplna 

United  States  Branch  Bank,  Baltimore 

Farmers'  Bank,  New  Castle 

United  States  Branch  Bank,  Providence 

United  States  Branch  Bank,  Portsmouth 

United  States  Branch  Bank,   New  York 

United  States  Branch  Bank,  Norfolk 

United  States  Branch  Bank,  Boston 


Amount  paid  on  account  of  the  fund $105 ,  804   11 


Tkeascrt  Departmext,  Register's  Office,  January  21,  1831. 


T.  L.  SMITH,  Register 
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C. 
Treasury  Departmext,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  January  22,  1831. 
Sik:  All  the  information  with  relation  to  the  navy  pension  fund,  for  the  year  1830,  which  the  books 
of  this  ofSce  afford,  will  be  found  in  the  following  statements. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  AMOS  KENDALL. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Pension  Fund. 

1.  Eoccipt^: 

Amount  tran^l'errcd  to  the  fund,  being  moneys  repaid  by  Buller  Cocke,  late  prize  agent,  pursuant  to  the 
pnivisions  of  the  act  of  Cong-ress,  passed  20th  April,  1816,  in  relation  to  the  widows  and  children  of 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  "Wasp $120  00 

Amount  received  for  dividends  on  stock  of  the  Bank  of  Washington,  to  the  1st  of  Novem- 
ber    $100  00 

Amount  receivod  for  dividends  on  stock  of  the  Union  Bank,  Georgetown,  to 

the  1st  of  O.-t-lMT 120  00 

Amount  recrivr.l  jor  di viilciids  uii  stuck  uf  the  corporation  of  Washington,  to 

the  1st  uf  Octubcr .' 3,117  05 

—  5,161  05 

Amount  received  for  interest  on  United  States  stocks,  as  per  Eeg-ister's  statement,  (marked 

B,) 31 , 239  40 

Amount  received  for  United  States  six  per  cent,  stocks  of  1814  and  1815,  redeemed 68,300  98 

Amount  repaid  by  Benj.  Horaans,  in  part  of  a  balance  due  by  him,  as  stated  in  last  report  300  00 

Total  receipts $111,121  43 

2.  Expenditures: 

Amount  paid  to  pensioners,  so  far  as  accounts  have  been  received  and  settled $28,568  33 

Amount  paid  other  than  pensions,  being  for  secretary's  salary,  postage,  &c 312  60 

Amount  reinvested  in  three  per  cent.  United   States  stocks,  including  $194.52,  paid  fur 

brokerage  to  the  president  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 18 ,  00  00 

Total  expenditures 8106, 880  93 

3.  Balances  due  from  agents^  to  wit: 

The  president  of  the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Delaware,  at  New  Castle 896  00 

The  president  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  at  Philadelphia 3,255  11 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  United  States,  at  New  York 1,901   13 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  United  States,  at  Boston 4, 630  38 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank  of  tlie  United  States,  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  650  00 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  Fnited  States,  at  Portland,  Me 128  00 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank  .if  tlic  Cnitcd  States,  at  Providence,  R.  L.  868  06 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank  cf  the  Uuilrd  States,  at  Baltimore 2,952  62 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  United  States,  at  Washington,  D.  C.  621  80 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  United  States,  at  Charleston,  S.  C.  726  15 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  United  States,  at  Norfolk,  Ya 2,003  85 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  United  States,  at  Savannah,  Ga 240  00 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  United  States,  at  Hartford,  Conn.  . .  396  00 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  United  States,  at  New  Orleans 692  53 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  United  States,  at  Cincinnati,  0 150  39 

The  president  of  the  Branch  Bank  of  the  United  States,  at  Lexington,  Ky. . .  590  00 

$26,503  23 
Accounts  have   been  recently  received  from  several  of  the   above  ag-ents, 

which,  when  settled,  will  probably  pass  to  their  credit 10, 655  13 

Leaving  a  balance,  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  pensions  falling  due  on  the  1st  of 

January,  1831,  of $15,848   10 

4.  Amount  of  pensions  now  payable  at  the  several  agencies,  per  office  roll,  to  wit: 

At  Portland,  Maine,  per  annum $120  00 

At  Boston,  per  annum 4 ,  606  00 

At  Hartford,  Conn.,  per  annum 396  00 

At  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  per  annum ^  636  00 

At  Providence,  R.  I.,  per  annum 648  00 

At  New  York,  per  annum 1,312  00 

At  Philadelphia,  per  annum 3, 636  00 

At  Baltimore,  per  annum 3,832  00 

At  Washington,  D.  C,  per  ajnum 1 ,  248  00 

At  New  Castle,  Del.,  per  annum 96  00 

At  Norfolk,  Ya.,  per  annum 2,058  00 

At  Charleston,  S.  C,  per  annum 546  00 

At  Savannah,   Ga.,  per  annum 480  00 

At  Lexington,  Ky.,  per  annum 612  00 

At  Cincinnati,  0.,  per  annum 120  00 

At  New  Orleans,  per  annum 672  00 

626,618  00 

This  sum  was  paid  last  year  to  pensioners  by  requisitions  on  the  Treasury 3,369  36 

If  as  much  should  be  paid  in  the  present  year,  the  whole  amount  payable  in  1831  will  be       $30,041  36 
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21sT  Congress.]  No.  440.  [2d  Session. 

ON  THE  SUBJECT  OF  AFPLJCATIONS  FOR  NAVAL  PENSIONS,  OR  THEIR  RENEWAL  DURING 
THE  YEAR  1830. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    JANUARY    31,     1831. 

Navy  Department,  January  28,  1881. 

Sir:  Incompliance  with  the  resolution,  passed  29th  May,  1830,  "requiring  annual  reports  to  be 
made  to  Congress*  in  relation  to  applications  for  pensions,"  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  that  in  the  claims 
which  have  been  presented,  within  tlie  past  year,  to  this  Department  for  pensions,  and  whioli  have  been 
refused  or  suspended  in  consequence  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  testimony  introduced  to  substantiate  them, 
tlie  defects  and  manner  of  supplying  them  have  been  pointed  out,  that  the  applicants  may  be  enabled  to 
complete  their  claims,  m-  make  kiinwu  tn  flic  Departments  sueli  particulars  as  it  may  be  impracticable  for 
them  to  obtain.  Tliis  tliey  are  wnw  eii(lea\-.iriiig  tn  il>:  ami  until  further  information  is  received  from 
'  tiiem  upon  the  sulijeet,  1  do  nn\  feel  mysell'  aiitliuri/.eil  in  tlie  absence  of  all  evidence,  except  the  state- 
ments of  the  parties  interested,  tn  <'X|ii-ess  tlie  opinion  that  they  are  entitled  to  relief  from  Congress,  as  that 
opinion  must  necessarily  lie  Juiinded  upon  the  facts  as  they  are  disclosed  in  the  several  cases. 

If,  however,  the  reselniien  is  inti'iided  to  extend  to  applications  for  a  renewal  of  pension  for  an  addi- 
tional term  of  yeais,  as  well  as  tti  applications  for  an  original  grant  of  pension,  I  would  recommend  to 
the  faviirable  ennsideratidu  of  (Congress  the  claims  of  the  widows  (^^  those  who  were  lost  in  the  Epervier, 
and  wli()s(^  names,  Ky  tlie  operation  of  existing  laws,  will  be  dropped  from  the  roll  after  the  expiration  of 
their  present  t<'rm  ef  pension. 

Sliduld  Cen-iess  he  disposed  to  consider  these  claims,  or  the  claims  of  any  others  whose  pensions 
hav(^  or  may  cease  seen,  a  minute  statement  of  all  the  particulars  presumed  to  be  necessary  for  its  action 
will  be  fuund  in  the  list  ef  widow  pensioners,  transmitted  to  Congress  on  the  27th  instant,  and  to  which 
reference  is  respeetltdly  made. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  JOHN  BRANCH. 

The  Hon.  A.  Stevenson,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States. 


21  ST  Congress.]  No.  441.  [2d  Session. 

ON  CLAIM  OF  GAETANO  CARUSI,  UNDER  AN  AGREEMENT  BETWEEN  HIM,  AS  A  MUSICIAN, 
AND  A  NAVAL  OFFICER  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  FEBRUARY  4,  1831. 

The  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Gaetano  Carusi,  reported: 

That  the  petitioner  represents  that,  in  the  year  1805,  during  the  Tripolitan  war,  he  was  employed  on 
board  the  United  States  ship  President,  with  his  three  sons,  as  instructors  of  a  band  of  music,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  cnntinuing  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  so  long  as  their  services  were  required  in  the 
line  nf  iheir  prefessinn.  Ue  fnrtli(>r  represents  that  it  was  stipulated,  by  the  aoicment  made  in  l.ehalf 
ofth.'  bnited  Stat.'s  witli  him,  that  he  was  timveeive,  for  himself  and  sons,  a  mon'thly  all,iwan<-e  ,,r  ihirty- 
tliree  doUai-s  during  the  period  nf  three  years,  liesides  the  ordinary  rations,  and  at  the  exidration  (jf  the 
term  of  tlie  contract,  he  should  he  paid  a  snlticieiit  sum  to  carry  himself  and  family  back  to  Italy,  where 
the  agreement  was  made.  Tliat,  instead  ol  being  employed  and  paid  for  the  term  of  three  years,  he  was 
dismissed  before  the  expiration  ,,f  two  yeais,  an<l  embarked,  bv  order  of  the  then  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
on  board  tlie  frigate  Cliesapcakc,  bonnd  for  the  Mediterranean,  in  1S07,  with  his  whole  family,  and  that 
tile  uiiforlunatc   renceidre   with   the    i'.rilish    Iri-ate  Lcpard   compelled  them  to  reland  in  this  country, 

'idle  |ietitionei-  pra\s  that  a  bill  may  bi'  passed  Inr  his  r(diel',  appropriating  a  reasonable  sum  of  money 
to  enable  him  to  proceed,  with  his  aged  \\\\\-  and  three  sons,  to  Italy;  which  sum  he  estimates  at  one 
thousand  dollars,  whic  h  he  asserts  is  ex. icily  in  the  same  proportion  to  allowances  heretofore  made  by 
Congress  under  similar  contracts  and  circiimslances  to  other  persons,  &c. 

Accompanying  tli.^  petition  aiv  several  papers,  among  them  copies  ,.f  two  letters  from  Captain  Hull 

to  Lieiitenanl  Col •\   Wdiartoii,  stating  the  fact  of  their  en--a--eiiient   lor  the  period  of  three  years  by  him, 

umhn-  the  ..r.lers  ,,f(',,m.  Harr.m,  \-,-.;  a  l.dt.'r  from  the  Xavv  Kepartmeiil,  dated  May  15,  1806,  to  Col. 
Wharloii,  de.daring  the  practice  of  en-aging  bands  of  music  on  board  our  vessels-of-war  as  irregular  and 
umiiilhonzed,  and  no!  |,i  be  perinitted;  also,  an  order  from  the  same  Department,  dated  26*h  Februarj^, 
ISOT,  addressed  In  C.m.  liarron,  directing  him  to  give  a  passage  to  the  petitioner,  onboard  the  Chesa- 
peake, to  the  .Mediteiraiieaii,  It  is  also  stated  in  a  letter  from  Col.  Henderson  to  the  present  Secretary 
ot  the  Navy,  dated  21st  January,  1831,  that  a  passage  was  provided  for  the  petitioner  and  his  family,  in 
the  Washington  line-of-battle  ship,  in  1816,  and  that  he  declined  going  out  in  her.  Fron^  all  which,  your 
committee  are  led  to  believe  that  every  engagement  made  with  the  petitioner  has  been  fulfilled,  on 
the  part  of  the  government,  except  retaining  him  and  his  sons  in  the  service,  as  part  of  a  band  of 
music,  for  the  period  of  three  years,  which  could  not  be  done  under  the  authority  of  law.  The  unfartunate 
result  of  the  attack  upon  tlie  Chesapeake  frigate,  on  board  of  which  the  petitioner  andghis  family  had  em- 
barked, comi^lled  them  to  return  to  this  country;  but  it  appears  that,  at  a  subsequent  period,  viz:  in 
1816,  a  passage  to  the  Mediterranean  was  tendered  to  them  on  board  the  United  States  ship  Washington, 
but,  for  some  reason  unknown  to  the  committee,  by  them  declined.     The  committee  feel  satisfied  that  a 
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disposition  has  at  all  times  been  manif.'stod  by  the  Navy  Department  to  give  to  the  petitioner  and  his 
family  a  passage  home,  on  board  s,,ii,e  <mo  of  the  public  ships  of  the  United  States  boniid  to  the  Mediter- 
ranean, and,  they  trust,  that  disposition  still  continues.  As  to  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  demanded 
by  the  petitioner,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  he  has  no  claim  thereto  whatever. 
They  therefore  recommend  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 


2  1st  Congress.]  No.    442.  [^2d  Session- 

CLAIM  OF  MASTER  COMMANDANT  THOMAS  AP  CATESBY  JONES,  OF  THE  NAVY  TO  A  PEN- 
SION,  ON  ACCOUNT  OF  A  WOUND  RECEIVED  IN  BATTLE. 

COiniUXICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESEXTATIVES    FEBEUAKY    7,     1831. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Beprese.ntatives  of  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled: 

The  mpinnrial  of  Thomas  Ap  Catcsby  Jnnos  respectfully  showeth,  that  he  deems  himself  mtitlod  to 
partiei]iati:,ii  in  tlio  navy  |.oiisi,ai  fiiad,  at  Ihc  rat,>  of  i woiity-livc  dollars  per  month,  from  tlio  1m  day  of 
June,  islo.  -Hio  taots  and  .•iroum^anoos  ,,n  wliirji  the  rlaiiii  of  your  memorialist  is  fuun.lrd,  arc  su'urd 
in  a  priiitod  mianoi-ial,  piosmtod  hy  him  to  tlic  coiiiinissiom.is  Ibr  the  management  of  the  navv  pension 
fund,  dated  the  llth  day  of  February,  1828,  and  in  a  letter  addressed  by  him  to  the  Hon.  Johii  B.anch 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated  March,  1829,  both  of  which  papers,  with  the  documents  therein  referred  to,' 
are  hereto  annexed.  On  the  31st  July,  1828,  the  commissioners  of  the  navy  pen.sion  fund  came  to  a 
decision,  establishing  the  ri-lit  of  y,,in'  ma,,  ^ialii^t  t  i  a  ]ionsiou  ..nt  of  that  fund,  but  by  that  decision 
your  memorialist  is  in  two  r,>|„  ^  _  ,  ,>1:  fust  in  this,  that  at  tho  time  your  memorialist  received 
his  wound,  he  was  a  lictit-nan!    ■  !      .    i.  o,i\in--   lilty  dollars   |mt   inonf'h;  and  the   board  liaviug 

properly  decided  that,  from   tlicd-i l    injury  sustained   by  your  mrmoi-ialist,  he  was  entitled  to  half 

the  highest  amount  of  pension  aUowed  by  tlic  act  of  April,  1800,  erroneously  stated  that  to  be  only  ten 
dollars  per  month.  Second.  In  this:  that  notwithstanding  the  facts  and  documents  before  refenvd  to 
prove  the  disability  of  your  memorialist  to  have  been  permanent,  and  fully  made  known  in  June,  1815,  he 
having  also  then  ajjplied  for  his  right,  the  said  commissioners  allow  the  claim  of  your  memorialist  unli/ 
from  tlie  lllh  of  Feb.uary,  1828,  the  date  of  his  printed  memorial  aforesaid.  Your  memorialist,  therefore, 
prays  that  your  iionorable  body  will  take  his  case  under  consideration,  and  pass  a  law,  giving  him  such 
interest  in  the  said  navy  pension  fund  as,  by  the  spirit  of  the  several  acts  of  Congress  on  that  subject,  he 
is  entitled  to;   and  as,  &c.,  &c. 

THOMAS  AP  CATESBY  JOXES. 


To  the  honorable  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Richard  Rush,  and  James  Barbour,  board  of  commissioneis  for  the 

management  of  the  navy  pension  fund: 

The  memorial  of  Thomas  Ap  Catesby  Jones,  a  master  commandant  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States, 
respertftilly  shnwotli:  That  ho  was  n  lieutenant  in  command  of  a  division  of  gunboats,  stationed  on  the 
eastern  ,-, I  is!  .if  [.nui-ian  i,  aial  in  Molnle  Bav,  I'or  the  protection  of  commerce  and  defence  against  the 
cneiny,  .lurin-  tiie  wlr.j..  ef  the  laie  War  with  Kii-laiid;  that,  on  the  14th  day  of  December,  1814,  his 
division  ol'  -itnhoats,  li\c  in  nuinl'iu-,  manned  with  1^2  otheers,  seamen,  and  marines,  was  attacked  by  a 
numerous  and  well  app(:iiiited  t]()tilla,  com[i(jscd  of  har-cs  and   launches,  mounting  42  pieces  of  cannon, 

manned  with  more  than  1200  chosen  men,  conducted   hy  oi f  ihe  most  experienced  ami  distin^ii:s!ied 

captains  in  the  British  navy;  that,  against  such  a  luepenih  rant  lorc(_',  your  memorialist  well  knew  nu 
skill  or  valor  could  prevail,  and  that,  as  far  as  his  own  reputation  was  involved,  he  would  have  been 
justified  by  the  example  of  more  experienced  commanders  in  destroying  his  vessels,  and  with  his  men 
have  joined  the  forces  on  shore,  or  even  in  surrendering  unconditionally  on  the  first  approach  of  the 
attacking  foe.  But  your  memorialist  saw  one  of  the  richest  cities  of  our  happy  country  in  an  almost 
delenceless  stale,  fhicatfuied  liy  a  powerful  fleet.  Conducting  to  our  shores  a  well  appointed  army,  which, 

at  that  peiiMd,  voin-  me rialist  believed  to  be  irresistible  by  any  force  which  it  was  in  the  power  of  tlie 

connnandin--  -a  ii.  lal  to  c uicaitrate  at  New  Orleans  in  the  space  of  a  few  hours,  and  that  to  procrasti- 
nate the  meditated  attack  to  the  latest  possible  period  was  not  only  the  best,  but,  in  fact,  the  only  means 
by  whicli  the  (  iiy  I  if  saveil  at  all)  could  be  saved;  your  memorialist  also  believed  that  a  manly  resist- 
ance at  the  threslield.  whilst  it  would  check  the  enemy's  advance,  would,  at  the  same  time,  inspire  the 
Louisianiaiis  with  loiilidcnce,  and  could  not  fail  in  its  good  effects  upon  the  minds  and  spirits  of  the 
yciimaii'.y  of  tho  west,  wdio  were  daily  augmenting'  1he  little  army  of  General  Jackson,  then  short  of  2,000 
miai.  Undei  this  view  of  the  subject,  your  memerialist  hesitated  not  as  to  the  course  he  should  pursue, 
althongh  he  saw  no  laurel  wreath,  to  crown  a  victeu's  lirow,  in  reserve  for  him,  but  before  the  rising  sun 
could  attain  In's  meridian  ,u'lory.  your  meiiioi  iaiist  w-as  to  be  numbered  with  the  dead,  or  among  the  pris- 
oners of  a  lutldess  ami  \  at.nious  enemy;  ilcfcat  was  as  certain  to  him  before  the  battle,  as  it  was  sub- 
sequently maiiile--ted  iw  the  lAdiid.  With  what  Credit  be  sustained  his  country's  cause  in  that  conflict, 
it  is  not  "for  him  to  say,  luit  he  most  respectrully  refers  you  to  the  opinion  of  the  court  which  inquired  into 
the  loss  of  liis  command.  For  the  effect  produced  upon  the  movement  of  the  enemy  by  the  opposition  of 
the  gunboats,  he  will  advert  to  but  one  simple  fact,  which  is,  that,  uninterrupted  in  his  advance  through 
the  lakes,  his  army  would  have  been  before  New  Orleans  on  the  13th  or  14th  of  December.  On  the  23(1 
of  that  month  the  enemy's  troops  first  landed  at  Bayou  Bienvenue.  Severely  wounded,  your  memorialist 
fell  into  the  hands  of  a  relentless  enemy,  who  rifled  him,  and  such  of  his  companions  as  survived  the 
bloody  conflict,  of  all  their  personal  eflects  (not  even  respecting  the  oflScer's  wardrobe.)  But  it  is  not 
remuneration  for  these  losses,  nor  is  it  pecuniary  reward  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  those  duties,  which 
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he  more  than  two  and  twenty  years  ago,  swore  to  perform  wnth  patriotic  fidelity,  that  now  brings  him 
before  you  in  the  character  of  a  petitioner.  It  is  to  claim  that  which  he  conceives  the  law  provides  for 
him,  the  benefit  of  a  pension. 

The  8th  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  April  23,  1800,  provides  that  "every  officer,  seaman, 
and  marine,  disabled  in  the  line  of  his  duty,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  for  life,  or  during  his  disability,  a 
pension  from  the  Untited  States,  according  to  the  nature  and  degree  of  his  disability,  not  exceeding  one- 
half  his  month's  pay."*  .  1        ^      ,  •  ,     ,   „ 

Section  9  of  the  same  act  provides  a  fund  for  the  payment  of  pensioners;  the  surplus  ot  which  shall 
be  applied  to  the  making  of  further  provision  for  the  comfort  of  disabled  "officers,  seamen,  and  marines, 
and  for  such  as,  though  not  disabled,  may  merit,  by  their  bravery  or  long  and  faithful  services,  the  grati- 
tude of  their  countrv." 

Section  10  constitutes  the  honorable  Secretaries  of  the  Navy,  Treasury,  and  War  Departments  a 
board  of  commissioners  for  the  "  management  of  this  fund;"  and  by  the  sixth  section  of  "  An  act  in  rela- 
tion to  the  navy  pension  fund,"  approved  March  26th,  1804,  it  is  provided  "  that  the  comri)is.<innrr.<  <•/"  the 
navy  peimon  fund  he,  and  they  are  hereby  authorizid  and  directed  to  make  such  regulations  r;s  mui/  to  ihi'in 
appear  expedient  for  the  admission  of  persons  on  the  roll  of  navy  pensioners,  and  for  Ihr  payment  of 
pensions."  ..... 

The  grounds  upon  which  your  memorialist  urges  his  claim  to  a  participation  m  the  benefits  provided 
by  the  foregoing  laws,  from  the  first  day  of  June,  1815,  are  as  follows: 

1.  That,  in  combat  with  the  declared  enemy  of  his  country,  on  the  \ith  day  of  December,  1814,  he 
received  a  gunshot  wound  by  a  ball  passing  through  the  joint  of  the  left  shoulder,  and  taking  a  down- 
ward course  Ljdo-ing  in  the  body  between  the  blade  and  ribs,  where  it  still  remains;  at  times,  causing 
painful  inc(>i'iviM]K'iic<\  with  the  irreparable  loss  of  the  use  of  the  injured  joint. 

2.  That,  as  a  lieiii  eiiaiit  in  command  at  the  time  he  was  wounded,  his  pay  was  fifty  dollars  per  month 
and  four  rations  yrv  dav;  tliat,  nn  the  1st  day  of  June,  1815,  (before  your  memorialist's  wounds  were 
even  healed)  his  pay  was  reduced  to  forty  dollars  per  month  and  three  rations  per  day,  (the  juiy  and 
emoluments  (^f  all  lieutenants  in  t/ie  navy,')  and  so  continued  until  the  28th  day  of  March,  1820,  wlien, 
with  other  lieutenants  who  had  been  l.m--  in  sei'vice,  he  was  raised  to  the  rank  of  master  commandant. 

That  subsequently  tn  the  war  ^\  iih  i;ii.L:,laiiil,  he  has  been  siuployed  in  several  of  the  most  respon- 
sible and  active  statimis  cdiniaMii  ti>  lieul'iiants  or  commanders  in  the  navy;  the  discharge  of  which 
duties  he  believes,  has  imt  been  luaiked  with  any  material  want  of  capacity  in  him;  thus  affording  incon- 
testible  evidence  v\'  his  capacity  ti)  lemler  aiiiph;  service  in  the  line  of  iiis  duty,  for  which  he  receives  the 
usual  coinvicnsatinii;  but  he  is,  iie\(i;heless,  by  the  infirmity  of  a  wound,  subjected  to  the  extraordinary 
expense  of  a  srrrnnl  to  n.<yi.<i  in  tin-  in-iiiiinni  jn-crcss  of  dressing  and  undressing,  not  being  able  to  pull  <;/f  or 
put  on  ai'i'iat.  ({'■(■.,  without  assisiance;  cmisec  |  iieiitly,  whatever  expense  the  misfortune  of  a  severe  wound 
has  brou<'-ht  upon  your  nienioi-ialist,  it  must  be  a  corresponding  diminution  of  his  pay  for  services  ren- 
dered, the  practical  eflect  of  which  is,  that,  although  in  the  discharge  of  equal  duties,  his  net  compensa- 
tion from  government  is  from  fifteen  to  twenty-five  dollars  per  month  less  than  any  officer  of  correspond- 
ing rank  in  the  navy  or  army. 

As  early  as  July,  1815,  your  memorialist  deposited  in  the  hands  of  the  late  Mr.  Benjamin  Homans, 
the  then  secretary  to  the  collmlis^^oll;■l■s  of  tlie  navy  pension  fund,  a  certificate  in  due  form,  signed  by 
Commodore  D.  Patterson  and  l»r.  Lewis  Ileermanii,  setting  forth  the  nature,  degree,  &c.,  of  his  wound,  and 
fixing  his  pension  at  twenty-live  dolhiis  ]iei-  month,  being  half  the  monthly  pay  of  a  lieutenant  command- 
iu<i--°in  which  capacity  yoiir  nieniMi-iabst  was  serving  when  wounded,  and  at  the  same  time  claiming  the 
benefits  whicli  he  tlieii  a'ml  siill  lioli,-\Ts  the  law  provides  for  him.  But,  before  his  claim  was  acted  upon, 
your  mcnioriidist  sou-dit  service  on  a,  toreigu  station,  and  near  three  years  elapsed  before  he  revived  his 
applicati<ui;  which,  in  the  second  instance,  was  made  by  letter,  in  August,  1818,  but  was  not  acted  upon 
until  the  following  winter.  Judge  Tliompson,  the  then  Seci-etary  of  the  Navy,  accorded  with  your 
memorialist  in  his  construction  of  the  law;  but  another  honorable  Secretary,  differing  in  opinion,  defeated 
for  a  while  the  just  expectations  of  j^our  memorialist,  who,  with  the  advance  of  time,  feels  the  irrevocable 
fiat  of  unalterable  disability,  and,  thus  far,  unrewarded  sufferings. 

In  conclusion,  your  memorialist  begs  leave  to  solicit  the  board's  early  attention  to  his  claim;  which, 
based  as  he  believes  it  to  be,  not  only  upon  the  law  of  the  land,  but  upon  justice  and  gratitude,  can  no 
lono-er  be  withheld  but  in  violation  of  that  sacred  pledge,  made  by  the  representatives  of  a  generous 
natton   to  all  who  expose  themselves  and  suffer  bodily  affliction  in  defence  of  her  rights  and  liberty. 
THOS.  AP  CATESBY  JONES,  Master  Commandant  U.  S.  Navy. 
W.\sHixGTo.\,  February  14,  1828. 


21  ST  Congress.]  No.  443.  [2d  Session. 

ON  CLAIM  OF  A  NAVAL    OFFICER   TO    A    PENSION    ON    ACCOUNT   OF  A  DISABILITY  IN- 
CURRED IN  THE  SERVICE,  HE  HAVING  BEEN  DISCHARGED  ON  THAT  ACCOUNT. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  FEBRUARY  8,  1831. 

Mr.  DoRSEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  had  been  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for 
the  relief  of  Joseph  S.  Cannon,  reported  the  same  with  the  following 

REPORT    AND    AMENDMENT: 

Tlte  Commitfee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  u-hom   icas  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Joseph  S.  Cannon,"  beg  leave  to  rqiort: 
That  it  appears  that  the  petitioner  entered  into  the  United  States  naval  service  as  a  midshipman  on 
the  2(5th  of  February,  1814;  that  he  immediately  joined  the  naval  squadron  on  Lake  Champlain,  and  par- 

',  of  an  act  in  addiiion  to  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  in  relation  to  tlie  navy  pension  fund,"'  approved  April 
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ticipated  in  the  battle  thereon  on  the  11th  of  September,  1814,  tmd  was  one  of  those  gaUant  officers  to 
whom  Congress,  in  the  luUowmg  October,  voted  a  sword,  "as  an  honorable  testimony  of  his  country's 
approbation." 

That  he  was  detailed  in  1817  to  the  United  States  schooner  x\sp,  and  proceeded  in  her  to  assist  in 
malung  i  sut\ey  of  the  southern  coast  Thxt  the  dut>  ^\ab  attended  with  gieit  exposu  e  and  with  the 
loss  ot  man\  lues  That  while  eno  ig^j  m  it  the  he  ilth  cf  the  p  titionei  becimc  imnned  and  that  he 
received  an  iniun  which  1      \    nt^  hui   ii    ui    in       i  tuc    j  ni   uit      That   m  con',equence  oi  the  dis  ibility 


undci  which  he  1  ibius   tli    '^  ci 


nvice  as  %  midbhipinan  m  Dccembei, 


iihundicd  mdtw    iit\  ci    h      iili,!    mt    !  hn  i       iihii    i  i  istd's  imte  ti   m  winch  lie  his  i   tciitly 

beeudbchiued      That  he  "i  is                             l'        1  t                 ]                i    i    1             11,               ,„  n^f 

of  his  ln^blllt^  to  procuif  the  d  i                                                                         ,  I,  I  ,,,-, 

when  the  injnn  was  leceived    i  ^i 

to  be  placed  on  tiie  navy  pensi        I           i   I       i      i  1                  i                         I      i                  i     i  lit 

should  be  placed  thcieon      All  ot  whicli  is  m     t  ic  [  iluUj  su'  m  ti    I 

Am  ndment  piopo  ed  to  th"  S  nak  bill  entitled     An  act  to  pi  oiide  foi  the  i  lit^f  of  Jo  tph  S  Cannon  ' 
Stukeoui  all  aftei   the  enictiig  chusc    and  inseit      Thit  the  Seciet\i>  of  the  Nav;y  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  and  required  to  place  the  name  of  Josoph  S.  Cannon  on  the  navy  pension  list,  at  the 
rate  of  ten  dollars  per  mouth,  payable   from  the   1st  day  of  January,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty-nine." 


21sT  CoN-GRF.ss.]  No.  444.  [2n  Session-. 

EXPLANATOKY     ESTIMATES     FOR     TIIE     CONSTRUCTION     OF     NAVAL     HOSPITALS    AT 
CHARLESTON,  BROOKLYN,  AND  PENSACOLA. 

COilllUXICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    KEPnESENT.UlVES    FEBRUARY    11,     1831. 

Navy  Depaktmext,  Februari/  4,  1831. 

Sir:  The  drawings  and  designs  herewith  transmitted  have  been  prepared  with  a  view  to  aid  in  the 
arrangement  of  plans  and  estimates  for  naval  hospitals  at  Boston,  New  York,  and  Pensacola,  in  confor- 
mity to  your  letter  of  the  14th  of  December  last. 

I  regret  that  so  much  delay  has  taken  place  in  the  preparation  of  these  designs,  but  a  desire  to 
obtain  the  most  accurate  information  on  the  subject,  both  as  to  the  plans  and  thd  cost  of  their  execution, 
has  made  it  necessary  that  these  should  be  derived,  as  far  as  practicable,  from  the  i^laces  at  which  these 
buildings  were  proposed  to  be  erected. 

The  paper  m.-nki'i]  A,  cmitains  the  plan  of  a  hospital  to  be  built  at  Chelsea,  near  Boston,  of  hewn 
granite  stone,  and  i  .-tiiniiiid  iui-  according  to  the  price  of  such  work  near  that  citj'. 

Paper  niaj-k'd  1',.  is  ihc  ]iliui  of  a  hospital  intended  for  Brooklyn,  Long  Island,  to  be  built  of  brick, 
and  estiniatrd  l\.v  ar,-,,,  :ii,,^-  t-  ihe  value  uf  sudi  wmk  at  that  place. 

Both  lliisr  plans  arc  drawn  upon  a  scale  of  uacatcr  ilinieiisions  than  is  necessary  for  the  present 
wants  nf  the  na\  al  scr\icc  ai  tinisc  staiinns,  Sc\cra)  eminent  surgeons  of  the  navy  have  expressed  the 
opinion  that  buildings  which  will  aflbrd  accoiiiiiiodation  Ibr  liity  or  sixty  sick,  and  the  necessary  rooms 
for  the  officers  of  the  establishment,  are  quite  as  large  as  are  needed  at  present  for  hospital  purposes, 
either  at  Now  York  or  Boston. 

It  will  be  seen,  on  exaiuiniiig  the  plans  referred  to,  that  one  wing  of  a  building  which  will  afford 
beds  for  sixty  sick,  and   tw    Uc   la,  _  c  luoins  for  the  surgeons  and  other  officers  of  the  hospital,  may  be 

erected  at  Chelsea,  of  li<  ■>  l     '       .  nc,  for  the  sum  of "$26, 194.57,  and  that,  at  New  York,  a  building 

of  about  the  same  size  m  :     <      ,         ,,  .    ^I'  brick,  for  about  the  sum  of  $19,000. 

At  Pensacola  a  large  L.uiUi.ng  will  be  required,  because  that  place  is  the  chief  resort  of  the  invalids 
of  the  West  India  squadron,  and  in  consequence  also  of  the  greater  sickliness  of  the  crews  of  the  vessels 
engaged  in  the  service  on  that  station.  It  may  be  added,  that  at  this  place  there  are  at  this  time  no 
houses  near  the  site  of  the  building  proposed  to  be  erected,  which  can  serve  for  the  residence  of  any 
part  of  the  officers  or  attendants  of  the  hospital.  At  Chelsea  and  at  Brooklyn  tht^re  are  such  buildings, 
wdiich,  with  a  little  repairs,  will  be  useful  to  these  officers,  and  thus  diminish  the  expense  in  the  erection 
of  a  new  edifice. 

The  expenses  of  building  at  Pensacola,  also,  may  be  expected  to  be  greater  than  at  the  other  two 
places  referred  to;  and  it  is  presumed,  from  every  consideration  of  the  subject,  that  a  building  at  Pensa- 
cola, of  durable  materials,  (brick,  &c.,)  and  large  enough  to  contain  seventy- five  or  a  hundred  sick,  will 
cost  a  sum  not  less  than  §30,000. 

There  is  alsn  Iran  nunc  I  iierewith,  marked  C,  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of  providing  these  hospi- 
tals with  the  fiiin  :  iryto  put  them  in  operation.  This  estimate  is  believed  to  be  sufficiently 
large  to  effect  tln.i  '  j  i.  a  1  perhaps  may  be  greater  than  necessaiy,  because,  at  all  the  places  men- 
tioned, there  are  uuiuci.ju.^  articles  of  this  description  already  provided,  which  may  be  used  in  the  new 
hospital. 

From  the  facts  above  stated,  it  is  believed  that  hospitals,  large  enough  for  all  the  present  wants  of 
the  navy,  may  be  erected  at  Boston,  New  York,  and  at  Pensacola,  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  $75,000,  and 
that  these  may  be  furnished  and  supported  for  twelve  months  for  the  further  sum  of  $10,000. 

There  is  also  sent  herewdth,  marked  D,  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of  erecting  a  wdiarf  at  Pensacola, 
required  by  your  letter  above  referred  to.     This  is  taken  from  the  calculations  of  an  engineer  of  much 
scientific  attainment,  and  is  presumed  to  be  as  accurate  as  the  nature  of  the  subject  would  allow. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BRANCH. 

Hon.  Michael  Hoffiian,  Chairman  of  Naval  Committee,  House  of  Representatives. 
VOL.  HI 113  L 
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Na\-y  Commissioners'  Office,  February  2,  1831. 
Sir:  The  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  transmit  herewith  a  plan  of  a  navy  hospital  near  Charlestown, 
Massachusetts,  with  estimates  of  the  expense  of  erecting  it. 

This  plan  exhiMls  three  distinet  Imililiii.u's,  or  one  building-  formed  of  three;  the  centre  building-  is 
one  hundred  and  sixty  l.y  tiiirty-live  feet,  ami,  built  of  hewn  granite,  is  estimated  to  cost  $50,342.46. 
No.  1  and  No.  3,  plac("<I  at  the  emls  of  the  eentre  building,  are  seventy  by  sixty-two  feet,  and  either,  built 
of  hewn  g-ranite,  is  estimated  to  cost  $26,194.57.  Thus  the  three,  as  shown  in  the  plan  of  the  principal 
story  and  in  the  elevation,  would  probably  cost  $102,150. 

The. Commissioners  regret  that  it  has  not  been  in  their  power,  at  an  earlier  day,  to  present  the  esti- 
mates called  for  with  respect  to  the  naval  hospitals. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  EODGERS. 
Hon.  John  Branch,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

No.  1. 
Edimate  for  a  building  seventy  by  sixty-two  feet,  to  be  built  with  hewn  granite,  including  labor  and  materials. 

Digging  and  removing  1,286  yards  of  earth  contained  in  cellar,  at  fifty  cents $643,00 

mason's  work. 

150  yards  rubble  masonry  in  cellar  wall,  at  $4.15  per  yard S712  50 

8,342  feet  hewn  stone,  at  62|  cents  per  foot 5,213  15 

400,000  bricks,  at  $10.50 4,200  00 

1,500  lbs.  lead,  at  8  cents 120  00 

Two  hundred  feet  coi»nice  (stone)  with  copper  gutters,  at  $5 1,000  00 

2,500  yards  plastering,  at  30  cents 150  00 

Fifty-tive  squares  slating,  contained  in  roof,  at  $13 115  00 

Five  hundred  and  twenty  feet  coppering,  contained  in  flat,  at  45  cents 234,00 

12,945  25 

carpenter's  work. 

9,880  feet  roof  and  joist,  at  25  cents $2,410  00 

13,020  feet  floorings,  complete,  at  25  cents 3,255  00 

Twenty  doors,  at  $21  each 420  00 

Twenty-four  windows,  at  $23  each 652  00 

Sixteen  Venitian  windows,  at  $36  each 516  00 

Two  dormer  windows,  at  $36 12  00 

20,652  feet  furings,  at  2  cents  per  foot 413  04 

2.052  feet  base  and  grounds,  at  30  cents 615  60 

Finishing  two  staircases 450  00 

2,660  feet  furing  joists,  at  10  cents 266  00 

1,000  lbs  iron,  at  10  cents 100  00 

9,189  64 

Add  fifteen  per  cent,  for  contingencies  and  superintendence 3,416  68 


$26,194  57 


No.  3. 
The  estimate  for  No.  3  the  same  as  for  No.  1. 

Estimate  for  a  building  one  hundred  and  sixty  by  thirty-five  feet,  to  be  built  icith  hewn  granite,  including  labor 
and  materials. 

mason's  work. 

1,659  yards  digging,  at  50  cents 

Two  hundred  and  seventy-seven  yards  rubble  stone,  at  $4.15 

Three  hundred  and  twenty  feet  cornice  and  copper  gutters,  at  $5 

1,416  feet  hammered  stone,  at  62|  cents 

616,000  bricks,  at  -$10.50 

One  hundred  and  sixty  feet  edge  stoneS,  at  50  cents 

Ninety-three  squares  slating,  at  $13 

3,000'lbs.  lead,  at  1  cents 

3,800  yards  plastering,  at  30  cents 


carpenter  s  work. 

18,000  feet  roof  and  garret,  at  25  cents $4,500  00 

19,200  feet  flooring,  complete,  at  25  cents 

Sixty-six  windows,  at  $23  each 

Eighteen  dormer  windows,  at  $36  each 

Thirty-six  doors,  at  $21  each 

24,424  feet  furings,  at  2  cents 

1,892  feet  base  and  grounds,  at  30  cents 

Stairs 

Joist  partitions,  1,520  feet,  at  10  cents 

4,320  feet  platform  for  front,  at  13  cents 


$829 

50 

1,315 

15 

1,()00 

00 

8,850 

00 

6,468 

00 

80 

00 

1,209 

00 

210 

00 

1,140 

00 

$4,500 

00 

4,800 

00 

1,518 

00 

648 

00 

156 

00 

488 

48 

561 

60 

516 

00 

152 

00 

561 

60 

$21,102  25 
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SMITH  S   WORK. 

Three  hundred  and  twenty  feet  railing:  and  platform,  contained  in  two  piazzas, 

at  §10 '  «g  pQQ  QQ 

Twenty-two  iron  columns,  10  feet  6  inches  long,  13,610  lbs.,  at  Scent's 'JiS-'  00 

Forty-four  iron  columns,  U  feet  6  inches"  long,  37,700  lbs.,  at  5  cents . .' .' '.'.'.'.         1 ,  885  00 

^ $5,767  00 

Add  fifteen  per  cent,  for  conting-cncies  and  superintendence ""  o '306  53 


$18,342-46 


Furnac^  for  warming  and  ventilating,  cookery,  laundry,  stove,  &c,  rain-water  tanks,  well  and  pump; 
water-closets,  &c,  all  ot  which  cannot  uow  be  accurately  estimated,  will  probably  cost  about  $2,000. 


B. 

Navy  Commissioners'  Office,  January  31,  1831. 
Sir:  The  Comiinssioners  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  plan  for  a  navy  hospital,  which  has 
been  prepared  under  the  diiertinns  of  Commodore  Chauncey,  accompanied  by  an  extract  from  his  letter 
to  the  Commissi.niiTs.  dated  22d  instant,  and  an  estimate  of  the  cost  oft  he  building. 

The  CommissiniMTs  ;uc  looking  daily  for  a  plan  and  estimate  from  the  Boston  yard,  which  as  soon 
as  received,  shall  be  submitted.  ' 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  EODGERS 
Hon.  JoHx  Branch,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Extract  from  a  letter  dated — 

United  States  Navy  Yard,  New  York,  January  22,  1831. 
I  thought  it  best  to  submit  to  you  a  plan  for  a  complete  building,  which,  if  approved,  the  o-overn- 
ment  could  build  any  part  of  it  that  the  want  of  the  service  might  require,  and  complete  the  whole 
building  at  some  future  day.     One  wing  would  accommodate  from  fifty  to  sixty  patients,  with  the  medical 
attendants. 

The  general  plan  of  the  building,  I  think,  is  a  good  one,  although  I  believe  that  the  walla  are  not  of 
a  sufficient  thickness.  The  foundation  walls  should,  in  my  opinion,  be  at  least  thirty  inches,  and  the 
outside  brick  walls  sixteen  inches.  It  would  also  require  cellars  under  some  part  of  the  buildiuo-,  and  a 
piazza  and  colonnade  in  front,  neither  of  which  have  been  estimated  for. 

The  estimate,  altogether,  I  think  low,  and  that  ten  per  cent,  may  be  added  with  safety.     Mr.  Thomp- 
son thinks,  however,  that  he  can  erect  the  building  for  the  estimate,  and  that  he  could  put  up  a  stone 
building  for  nearly  the  same  amount,  to  be  rough  cast.     All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

i.  CHAUNCEY. 
Hon.  Navy  Commissioners,  M'a.<hinyfon,  D.  C. 

New  York,  January  21,  1831. 
Sir:  I  will  furnish  all  the  materials,  and  construct  a  three-story  brick  hospital,  with  a  blue  stone 
basement,  two  feet  thick,  with  twelve-inch  outside  brick  walls,  partition  walls  eight  inches  thick  slate 
roof  and  copper  gutters,  hard  finished  walls,  and  a  small  iron  grate  in  each  room,  the  buildino-  'to  be 
properly  timbered  with  floors  of  white  pine,  planed  and  grooved,  six-pannel  doors  with  seven-inch  rim 
locks,  sashes  hung  with  weights,  and  wood  work  painted  with  two  coats  of  white  lead. 

The  centre  building  for  the  sum  of i);i9  OOO  00 

Each  wing  $16,000 32,'ooO  00 


The  V 


51,000  00 


Or  any  section  for  its  separate  sum,  to  be  finished  conformably  to  the  plans  submitted. 
I  am,  dear  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

MARTIN  E.  THOMPSON. 
To  Com.  Isaac  Chauncey,  commanding  United  States  Navy,  New  York. 


Navy  Department,  December  18,  1830. 
Sir:  In  reply  to  your  inquiries  relative  to  the  cost  of  accommodation  and  support  of  seventy-five 
patients  at  a  hospital  at  Pensacola,  and  fifty  patients  at  a  hospital  at  Charlestown,  Massachusetts,  and 
New  York,  I  have  herewith  annexed  such  estimates  of  the  cost  of  furnishing  the  hospital  at  Norfolk 'with 
such  articles  as,  in  addition  to  those  I  found  there,  I  deem  sufficient  to  accommodate  six  officers  and  fifty 
men,  as  my  memory  enables  me  to  present,  referring  you  to  the  actual  bills,  all  which  are  rendered  and 
approved,  for  more  precise  information. 
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ISfatresses  for  six  ofBcers,  best  Philadelphia  made,  at  $10.50 . .     $63  00 

Matrasses  fur  fifty  men,  made  as  the  others,  at  $8.50 425  00 

Fifty  iion  bedsteads,  at  $15  each      

Six  'bediteids  of  wood,  seemed,  and  satkuia:  bottoms,  foi  otfioeis-,  at  $10 

T^\obcd^^  ids  f  ii    i^sistint  smgeon  and  ^tewaid,  at  the  same  puce 

,She(  tb  iiillnw  (  IS  s    11  iiikets,  coveilets,  a  sufficiency  for  each  bed,  saj  twn  1  1  mki  ts,  tliiLc 

pills  111    Ik  (  1    tliK  I   pdlow  cases,  two  coveiletb,  each  bed  $12 

Kitclifu  iiHinmM  

T\\<l\c  ^^  hkIs  ,1  (  h  Ills    \\uli  puts  iiid  (1  niili   hnttoms,  each  $3  50 

Filt^  piiL  (1  iHuslux.  s   ,Mtiil(d    o,     iM      h1i  Ix.l,  at$3each    

Sivclicuj  liiiK    lis  loi  (.lli(  (  IS  1(1  nils     It     I),  two  cheuybmeaus  foi  assist  lilt  sui^(  on  iiid 

sttwaid's  looms,  at  $15 

Spittiii^  bo\(  s,  M\ty,  30  cents  cacli 

AVidsoi  ch  uis,  thice  dozen,  at  $12  pt.i  dozen 

T-\\o  e  isy  di\iis,  one  foi  oftirpis'  iisi      it  'hlb,  one  eas^  ch  ui  t<  i  iii<  n's  us(  ,  at  1>10,  cj\cis 

foi  chilis,  at  ?s    .' 

T(mcls,  tiit\,  at  371  cents  (  I. 'i    

Tabh   cloths,  loi  othms'  t  il  I  s    i(  s4  .   uli    on    d  izeii 

Table  cloths  ioi  in.  n  s  i  ill   s     ,t  ^2  i  u  li    I^m,  d./eii 

Dell  01  table  wau    s  i  h   .s  ,,     s  ,   i  .  h  unb.  is   di  h,  s   i  ups   pi  it.  s    .V>     

frlass  ware,  such     s  (mil  his    ^^i       ..    .  

Klines   md  folks    (   Jii  .1   /<n    I.  i  nun  

Ku  \    .    ml  1    iks  I   1     la     I       Ihi,     (1  /,   I     

Spims    n^    U     d    /<  n     ,,  si  ,,   ,  d    on    In  i,„  n        

Sponiis  1  u  ..til.    Is,  till..    d,/(nlu^.      il^ipi.hei       «^b   00 

Spoons  tui  oflieeis,  thiee  eluzen  bniall,  at  $1  50  p.  i  d..z.  n 4   00 

One  sideb-^iid   in  ihn    nn^    it  $50,  foi  dming  looin 


OncAvashsi 
Cup<tin_,  i 
Cui tains  111 
Tabhs  sm„ 
Si-v  txidis  I 


111 


id  l.ltx 

:;;.is- 

.1  I 

at  2d  e 

elits) 

1-1  Mid 

1 . 

nil  tn 
1  h  ... 

eM  \ 

bed  si 

N  50  . 

'"^^  ^  "-''   

bt.)ves.  at  ^10  e  i.  Il  1  m 
Pipe  foi  same,  $5  <  u  li  l 
Fendeis  for  offic.  is  i  i  i  n 
Andiions,  shovels  an  I  t  i 
stewaid,  $9 


lis   at  $4  each 

Is  istant  fauigeon  ; 


Cost  foi  Chailestown,  Massachusetts   

r.ist  foi  Nc  w  Yolk 

Cost  foi  PeiibacoU,  bung  an  mciexse  of  twenty  five  beds,  ^^ould  be,  saj  !iji,UOO  li 


U88 

00 

150 

00 

(iO 

00 

20 

00 

690 

00 

100 

00 

42 

00 

100 

00 

100 

00 

18 

00 

36 

00 

36 

00 

18 

75 

48 

00 

24 

00 

50 

00 

20 

00 

16 

00 

10 

00 

60 

00 

18 

00 

10 

00 

30 

00 

12 

00 

18 

00 

GO 

00 

37 

50 

25 

00 

(i 

00 

12 

00 

40 

00 

20 

00 

24 

00 

S3. 

,108 

75 

3. 

,108 

75 

4. 

,108 

75 

$10, 

,326 

25 

Support,  for  each  hospital— first  servants. 

A  steward,  at  $18 $18  00 

A  wavdmaster,  at  $12 1 2  00 

Two  servants,  at  $10 20  00 

Two  nurses,  at  $8 16  00 


Support  of  each  patient  (fifty- 

master,  two  servants,  t\v. 

AVashin- piT  ninnlli,  s;iv    ... 

Fuel  p._-r  iiiiintli,  sav 

Lights,  per  iiiiiiitli,  sav 


eiflic 


sistant  surg-eon,  one  steward,  one  w 
'  a  large  allowance,  $500  per  month. 


$454.50  per  month,  for  fifty-.six  patients,  seven  servants  and  attendants,  rations  of  fift^y-six 
patients,  seven  servants  and  attendants,  per  month,  at  $7.50,  is 


Difi'erence  in  favor  of  hospital  per  month 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
To  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


315 

00 

35 

00 

30 

00 

8 

50 

$454 

50 

472 

50 

$18 

00 

WILLUl  K.  BARTON. 
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21sT  Congress.]  No.   445-  [2d  Sessiox. 

ON  THE  PROFRIETY  OF  INCREASING  THE  PAY  OF  CAPTAINS  AND  MASTERS  COMMAND- 
ANT OF  THE  NAVY;  A  STATEMENT  OF  ASSL>[1LATED  RANK  OF  OFFICERS  OF  THE 
ARMY  AND  NAVY,  AND  NUMBER  OF  PROMOTIONS  IN  THE  ARMY  SINCE  1816. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES    FEBRUARY    16,    1831. 

Mr.  Dorset,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the  President's  mes- 
sage as  relates  to  the'  navy,  reported  (on  so  much  thereof  as  recommends  an  increase  of  the  navv 
pay:)  ^ 

Thit  11  the  mf  ncvof  the  oo%einment  when  the  nntioml  tietsuM  wis  oppic^^ed  with  a  heavy  debt, 
111(1  t  H  i(  u  L  1  111  (  iiiti\  i  1  ti(  iiiipii  ts  (if  nation  il  ie\cnue  hid  not  been  fullv  developed^ 
'    '  '  '     i  1       inunt  political  sa^  icity  iCbistcd  the  polic;y  of  creating  a 

!  I      \peiises  theieof  would  be  too  oppiessiveon  the  people, 

II  I  not  r(>nt(  n  1  with  any  expectation  ot  conquest,  with  the 

I  1    Hi  A     'i  ii!  1  put  to  sea  in  time  of  war  they  were 

1  '    '  ii^b  inflictf^d  on  oui  seamen  by  the  cor- 

il'       ''  I    I     II    I     J  '     t  u  the  builaing  ot  a  few  \esbels-of-war. 

II      f     lu    illiti  nd  duty  was  laid  on  the  importation  of 

111  zed    leimbuisable  fiom  the  ptoceeds  of  tliese  duties. 

1  within  oui  juusdictional  limits   captuied  the  vessels  of 

I  imtiee 

1     1  II   (ongiess  piOMdedfor  a  fuithei  mciease  of  our  navy. 

1  lie  pi  III   n  becnksaened    neithei   h  id  those  doubts  and  fears  as 

t  >  Iht   1    I  \      i'    ided      These  icts  did  not  look  to  such  an  establishment. 

Ill   \     \      i  ill     II  II      1   it     IK  e(      iticb  of  the  nation  loi  mautime  elefenee    \nd  were  to  be 

111  \\  II  1     I  1    11  1  iiirnt  navv    the  tempoiaij  ehaiactei  of  the  seiM(.c    and  tlie  neces- 

sity 1   i  il      III         1  It     lit     ill     1  111  1r  1  uit'K  n    ^^hich  th;t,incieise(_t     in  n  i\  il    im  mi  nt  impusfd, 

must  ha\e  indm  (  !  <  u  i  I  li  i\  _i  In  it(  1  tli  ii  i\  \  pay  as  low  as  pi  i  ti  ill  i  n  i  t  i  tlv  with  the 
pubhc  seivief  \  11  nil  m  1  i  ,iil  ii  i  llit  ii  h  uu  l  been  m  ide  to  it  lli  liiUuit  i  n  x.'iiinits  ,.,f 
thena\>  duiiii-,  tli(  lit  w  ii  ]  i  In  (  1  i  k  m  luti  u  lu  the  public  opiiiKm  iii  il  1  i\  i  Ih  n  iti  m  bccuiuc 
cjiiMiiecd  of  tlie  expediency  ot  I'lsteiing  its  glo^^th  md  thit  the  piyof  it&  5,  illant  ofheeis  v,  is  too  small; 
ind  (  in_,iess  b>  the  act  ol  I8I0  vested  in  the  PiCbident  a  discretionaiy  powei  of  enlarging' it  twenty- 
h\(  pel  e  nt  wliene\ci  the  natuie  of  the  scivice  m  which  the  navy  should  be  employed  sliould  in  his 
]ud_m(  lit  K  lune  it 

Vt  the  el  (  of  the  late  wai  the  public  debt  had  been  much  mcieiscd  An  an\iet>  fe>i  its  prompt 
le  lu  ti   11  p  i\  il  d  the  conmiunity 

V  s\st(in  1  ^cnciil  letienchmcnt  wis  adopted  by  Congiess  and  the  discietieinan  powei  vested  in 
the  PiPbident  b^  the  aet  of  islo  \\  is  'sMtndiT\^n  bj  the  ict  ot  Febiuin    Iblt 

Ihe  committee  submit  lieiev\ith  a  txbulii  stitemcnt  showing  the  nnv  p  }  fiom  11<)4  until  the 
piesent  tune 

C   ii_  '  \  '    I      I         I      I  I  1  justice   expressed  Its  couMction  that  the  pay  of 

li  uti  11  1   bv  the  acts  of  18 —  and  18 —  incieased  theirs. 

Ill  It  ot  the  use  piogiess   and  present  state  of  the 

in\-v  1    ^    1     I  1       t  on  nowpicsented    Do  justice  and  sound  policy 

lequiie   m  inei    i        1     1      |   i\     1  '    in     11   1  111     I    1         mmand  mt' 

The  late  md  ]  1  1  h  I  m  1  ti  1  n  iwitii  t  11  diii^  his  solicitude  to  pie\ent  an;^  diveision  of  the 
!(\eiiu(    fi    mill        \\\     Mill    111       I   11  11  It     1    1   l(l)t)hue   m  then   mnuxl  communications,  ear- 

I  I     11  n  t  1  ,   loctune  that  the  lecommondations  of  the  chief 

il  I    w  th   nl^   111  ,  I     it  must  be  conceded  thit  his  opinion    communi- 

e        li  11  111    il     111  li       \pediency  of  measuies  within  his  own  immediate 

md  I    1     11  il  1       \\  I    1       in  1     1    iiNitiou   is  ent  tied  to  veiy  high  considciation 

Hismilitii\  111  nun  nth  [ii  ibfaob  lum  to  judge  ab  to  the  expc^pbcs  nccessaiily  ineuiied  by  officers  in 
eithei  li  111  '.     It'      1    I    h     M   1.  < 

Di  till        \  I      111        tint  til     1  1  'ii  I       i      1  Ting  like 

s  MR  In'  ml  -u  which 

IK     l.(t     t  I      .   nl  il  1  Mil   11  1  I  1  iimi,  and 

](  tlousu         1  I  ut   be  le^ietted     '     l  11  1    1     1    i  1       11     anny  and 

uwy  most  gliimo  ekpiituiCb  fiom  thib  h  auiouiziii-,  n  iie  pie  Ihe  lelitue  1  ink  f  the  oltieers  of  the 
amy  and  navy  ib  giadu  ited  thub 

A  captain  undei  5  -yeais  -whose  pay  ib  $1  930  lanks-oith  a  lieutenant  colonel  whoiecencs  $2,372.32. 
\ciptain()\fi  o  >c  us  and  undei  10    lankb  with  a  c  ilonel    ■\\ho  lecei-ves  $2  941  32 
A  e  ml  nil  o\ei  10  }<  u     and  undei  15   lanks  with  a  biigidiei  genei  il   who  recei\eb  $i  422.49. 
A  eaiitim  o\ei  1^  }e  us  1  inkb  with  a  majoi  genei  il   who  lecenes  $6  512  64 
A  mistei  commauelint   whobO  pay  is  $1  176  lankb  with  a  mijoi    who  iceeives  $2  106  32 
The  land  officer  is  selected  in  his  youth,  placed  under  the  contiol  of  piofessois  eminent  for  their 
moral  worth  and  scientific  attainments,  and  paid  by. the  government.     After  remaining  four  years  in  this 
state  of  pupilage  and  probation,  he  is  called  into  the  army,  and  in  a  very  short  time  appointed  to  services, 
carrying  with  them  pay  and  emoluments  greater  than  those  of  a  sea  officer  who  may  have  spent  twenty 
years  in  the  service. 

No  system  of  instruction  at  the  public  expense  has  been  adopted  for  the  navy  service. 
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The  midsliipman  may  devote  any  portion  of  his  time,  wliich  can  be  spared  from  his  navy  duties,  to 
obtain  instruction  in  tlieline  of  his  profession,  at  his  own  expense. 

This  is  not  the  only  inequality.  The  various  grades  of  rank  in  the  army  give  room  for  promotion. 
It  is  not  so  with  the  naval  service.  The  captain  of  to-day,  notwithstanding  he  may  remain  in  the  public 
service  during  a  long  life,  must  die  a  captain,  as  Congress  has  not  yet  deemed  it  expedient  to  establish  a 
hiiihcr  rank  in  the  naval  service. 

Ibit  the  iii('4uality  does  not  stop  here;  the  army  ofScer  is  rewarded,  for  ten  years  of  meritorious  ser- 
vice', with  a  l.nvcl  rank,  conferring  honor,  and  bringing  with  it  an  increase  of  pay. 

The  olliccr  of  tlie  navy  receives  no  such  flattering  mark  of  distinction,  although  he  may  have,  from 
the  vi"-or  of  youth  to  the  decrepitude  of  old  age,  spent  his  life,  without  intermission,  in  the  exercise  of 
his  profession,  with  honor  to  himself  and  with  profit  and  glory  to  his  country,  as  there  is  no  brevet  rank 
established  for  the  navy. 

The  C(jininittee  have  deemed  it  proper  to  collect  information  from  oiEcial  sources  as  to  the  relative 
number  of  luoniotions  which  have  taken  place  in  the  army  and  navy  since  1816,  and,  also,  the  number  of 
brevet  rank  wliich  has  been  granted  from  that  period. 

While  Congress  has  thus  made  such  honorable  and  provident  provision  for  the  gallant  officers  of  the 
army,  those  of  tlie  navy  (who  h  i\c  wiili  su>li  consummate  valor,  admirable  skill  and  noble  daring,  sus- 
tained the  honor  of  our  inlmit  lla--  ;!-;iiiist  oviry  foe,  and  who,  at  the  proudest  period  of  the  naval  glory 
of  En»-land,  dispelled,  by  siicccssivu  victories,  tiiat  confidence  in  her  naval  invincibility,  which  a  series  of 
brilliaiit  and  extermin^iting  triumphs  over  the  combined  navies  of  Europe  had  produced)  h  ,ve  experienced 
from  Congress  a  mortifying  indifference  to  every  appeal  and  recommendation  made  to  it,  to  approximate 
their  pay  to  that  of  the  army. 

Is  there  anything  in  the  character  of  the  two  services  which  vindicates  this  disparity  in  emoluments 
and  honors,  and"  this  indifference  to  the  claims  of  the  navy  officers? 

Does  the  army  service  require  a  higher  order  of  intellect,  or  greater  professional  attainments?  Is  it 
more  exposed  to  danger,  or  attended  with  greater  deprivations? 

Does  it  iniposo  hi-'hcr  i-c>]io)isil)ilit iesr  or  have  the  present  army  incumbents  a  greater  claim  on  the 
justice,  <;'i:iiiiiiilo.  anil  iimnilic  inT  .iT  iliiir  c.iuntry  than  those  of  the  navy? 

The  eonnniiioi'  have  dooinoil  it  cxiiodii  lit  to  procure  a  list  of  deaths  in  the  navy  since  1816.  It  pre- 
sents a  picture  of  niormliiy  ai  whioii  ■  wlun  contrasted  with  the  number  of  those  employed)  the  naval 
officer  looks  with  the  most  fi^arliil  and  a^diii/ini;-  loieliodings,  whenever  he  is  ordered  to  cruise  under  a 
tropical  sun,  more  tiin-lit  \\  ith  danu'er  to  human  life  than  even  the  carnage  of  battle — a  I'isk  from  which 
the  army  officer  is  exempted,  as  lie  is  most  gi  nerally  employed  at  salubrious  stations.  Great  as  the  dis- 
parity between  theL^e  two  branches  of  our  national  del'ence  is  thus  demonstrated  to  be,  that  between  the 
civil  list  and  navy  is  still  more  glaring. 

The  committee  exhibit  herewitii  a  stateijient  of  the  progressive  and  present  pay  of  the  civil  list,  from 
which -it  appears  that  the  eh-rk  \\lio  transerilies  the  executive  orders  to  the  naval  officer,  and  who  gives 
not  to  his  official  duties  moiv  than  six  hunrs  in  tlie  day.  enjoxing  all  the  comforts  of  domestic  life,  receives 
from  his  government  a  higher  pay  than  l\u:  naval  ollicrr,  who,  leaving  his  home,  and  while  guarding  with 
parental  solicitude  the  liv.s  of  'his  civw,  eN|h,ses  hi.^  own  in  every  climate,  protecting  our  commerce, 
vindicating  our  honor,  regulating,  uoon  a  high  and  fearful  responsibility,  our  intercourse  with  foreign 
nations,  and  exposing  himself  in  haiile  v,diene\cr  his  country  calls. 

This  inequality  in  our  legislation  .Iocs  not  stop  even  here. 

The  present  navy  pav  was  i^iailnalrd  in  IT'JU.  Tlie  pay  of  all  the  officers  of  the  government  on  the 
civil  list,  estaldished'lu.n'u-e  then,  has  heel!  increased. 

Either  the  eiihanci  .1  price  of  the  ni.cessaries  of  life,  the  changed  condition  of  society,  or  the  increased 
resources  of  the  government,  giving  rise  to  more  liberal  notions  as  to  the  value  of  official  services,  must 
have  coniinced  to  ihis  increase  of  compensation. 

The  iia\y  ollicers  have  a  right  to  expect,  upon  every  principle  of  justice,  that  the  same  causes  should 
be  productive  of  the  like  results  in  relation  to  them. 

The  original  sphere  of  action  of  no  hranch  of  the  public  service  has  been  so  enlarged  as  that  of  the 
navy.  The  pay  was  fixed  at  a  period  when  the  operations  of  the  navy  were  limited,  principally,  tothe 
duty  of  convoy.  Its  most  enthusiastic  friends,  (hen.  never  anticipated  that  our  naval  flag  would  visit 
every  part  of  the  liabitahle  globe,  waving  over  siiips-ot-war  which  would  attract  attention,  excite  admira- 
tion, and  he  adopte.l  as  models  for  imitation  |,y  the  priiicii.al  maritime  power  of  Europe. 

Thisexcnt,  so  Hal leriiig  to  oiir  national  prid.',  has  heen  realized.  This  attractive  condition  of  our 
navy,  and  its  expanded  intercoiuse,  impose  upon  its  oflicors  the  must  distressing  pecuniary  expenditures. 

Our  national  character,  and  the  obligations  of  society,  constrain  them  to  reciprocate  the  courtesies, 
which  are  extended  to  them,  and  which  they  could  not  decline  without  incurring  the  imputation  of 
mercenary  motives. 

The  naval  oflic(M'.  when  alloat,  rerpiires  two  separate  establishments.  His  family  must  be  housed, 
clothed,  and  led,  and  his  children  educatid.  His  own  table  must  be  supplied  from  foreign  markets,  and 
at  the  most  (.'xorliitant  prices.  Tlie  <  riiciency  and  harmony  of  the  service  require  that  he  should  extend 
to  the  ofiiceis  of  the  ship  and  of  the  S(|uaiiron  the  hospitality  of  his-table.  It  appears  to  the  committee 
that  every  oliseiver  of  demcstic  e.\|'enditure,  of  the  present  state  of  society,  and  of  onr  naval  character 
and  operations,  must  he  convim-cd  that  the  navy  pay  is  not  sufficient  for  these  double  establishments. 
So  oppressive  have  they  been,  that,  in  the  general,  there  has  been  no  saving  of  money  among  our  naval 
officers. 

There  are  very  few  of  them  who  are  not  coiistrajned,  when  they  go  to  sea,  to  leave  Avith  their  fami- 
lies allotment  tickets  of  their  monthly  pay.  Naval  officers  of  admitted  prudence  and  economy  have 
returned  from  a  long  cruise  without  saving  a  dollar  of  their  pay.  While  the  simplicity  of  our  republican 
institutions  requin  s  that  tlu  !<•  shall  be  no  prodigal  expenditure  of  public  money  to  gratify  the  vanity  of 
official  s  ation,  a  jiist  and  ]irovident  policy  requires  that  those  who  devote  themselves  to  the  public  ser- 
vice, and  their  lives  to  dange;-,  lor  the  public  good,  should  receive  from  the  public  treasury  the  means  of 
supporting  their  fimili(s,  and  iho.^e  expenses  which  the  stations  to  which  they  are  called  imperiously 
impose,  and  from  which  tin  y  i  annoi  shrink  without  degradation  of  national  and  individual  character. 

The  committee  ha\e  pidcureil  a  statement  of  the  navy  pay  of  some  of  the  Eui-opean  nations,  and  it  is 
submitted,  so  that  Congress  i..ay  contrast  theirs  with  ours. 

Immediately  after  the  late  European  war,  in  a  time  of  profound  peace,  and  when  their  national  debt 
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was  the  most  oppressive,  the  people  of  England  loudly  murmured  against  the  disparity  of  pay  between 
their  land  and  naval  f  irces,  and  renioiistrated  against  the  lowness  of  the  navy  pay.  These  nmrmurings 
and  rcmonstranres  wi'vo  nut  disn'g:inl(>fl.      An  (ndcr  of  council,  in  1811,  passed,  appi-oximating  the  navy 

pay  to  that  of  llic  Jiruiy,   uvA  was  vrcr\vr,\   will,    ;,,v„ri-;d  sali,snirii,,il. 

The  connniltci-  vonly  hclicvc  thai  a  similar  a|i|iroximalioii  of  pay  would  be  received  by  the  American 
people,  in  this  niomcnt  of  national  wcallli,  willi  high  approlialion.  A  high-minded  and  magnanimous 
people  arc  always  pleased  at  seeing  the  vindicators  of  their  rights  receiving  from  their  government  ade- 

•  ircat  r.ritaiii  graduates  her  pay  according  to  the  ratings  of  her  ships. 

'I'liis  is  ill  consonance  with  the  frame  of  her  government,  which  recognizes  the  necessity  of  sustaining 
the  cxiM-uiivo  ilrpaiiiiioiii  hy  an  increase  of  its  patronage.  Such  a  scale  of  graduation  ought  not,  there- 
fore, to  lie  iiiioi  poiaiod  into  the  naval  code  of  this  country,  because  of  that  very  tendency  to  e»large  the 

'J'ho  I  xpiiiiiice  of  the  last  war  has  produced  an  universal  opinion  that,  in  all  future  wars  with  Euro- 
pean ]iowrrs,  oiii-  national  honor  is  to  be  sustained,  that  our  rights  are  to  be  vindicated,  and  our  homes  . 
are  to  lie  protected,  by  a  nm^y.     Under  this  conviction,  millions  of  the  public  money  have  been  expended 
in  proN'i.liiig  tor  ilie  ]ierniaiu'nt  increase  of  the  nav3^ 

At  the  present  time,  wlieii  Europe  is  convulsed  by  revolution,  portending  an  appeal  to  arms,  and 
which  m  ly  eveiiiiially  ilri\('  us  from  our  pacific  relations,  it  is  all-important  that  a  lair  compensation 
should  traiKjuilizc  the  mind  of  the  naval  officer,  reconcile  him  to  the  service,  and  render  it  desirable  to 

Under  the  influence  of  the  preceding  considerations,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  a  just  and 
enlightened  policy  requires  that  the  pay  of  the  captains  and  masters  commandant  should  be  increased. 

Tlio  comniitteo  hav,'  fV.rliorne  to  interfere  with  tliat  of  li.'titenants  and  siii-eons,  inasmiich  as  they 
have  no  reason  lo  lielie\-e  tlial    any  recent  circumstaiiees   require  any  le;j;is!ai  ion  in  relaiion  1,1  their  pay. 

'I'he  eoinmitloe  timl  tiiat,  troiii  the  first  organization  of  the  iia\-y,  a  praetiee  lias  |ii,.\  aih^q  in  the  Xavy 
Department  of  allowing  to  the  navy  officers  emoluments,  contingent  on  services  pm-lorineil  liy  (hem,  sup- 
posed to  be  not  strieily  -wiihiii  the  range  of  their  naval  duties. 

From  the  nature  of  the  service,  it  was  impracticable  to  foresee  and  to  provide  by  legislation  for  all 
the  duties  wliich  the  olti.-er  might  be  called  on  to  perform. 

jMiich,  (lierefore,  was  left  for  executive  discretion. 

'1  he.^r  eiiiiiiiig.nl  emoluments  have  been  productive  of  much  embarrassment,  in  their  adjustment,  to 
the  head  of  th-  department,  and  of  much  jealousy  and  discontent  among  the  officers;  and,  as  experience- 
has  now  pointed  out  the  general  cj^aracter  of  these  duties,  the  spirit  of  the  government  requires  that 
official  ilisiuelioii  should  lie  ciri  timscrihed  by  legislative  provision. 

The  government  has  quarters  lor  the  commandant  at  all  of  our  navy  stations,  except  Baltimore. 
The  committee  lia\e,  theriloie,  made  proxision  for  one  at  that  place.  The  cabin  furniture,  except  fixtures, 
for  onr  ships-ol-war,  lias  heretofore  been  furnished  by  the  commander,  and  an  allowance  has  been  made 
to  him,  gi  adiiateil  acciM-ding  to  the  class  of  the  ship.  The  committee  think  it  advisable  to  let  the  govern- 
ment exclusively  inrnish  tlie  cabin. 

The  committee  have,  in  accordance  with  these  views,  reported  a  bill  providing  for  the  increase  of  the 
pay  of  captains  and  masters  commandant,  graduating  the  same  upon  the  principle  of  assimilated  rank, 
as  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


A  statement  of  assimilated  rank  in  the  present  state  of  the  navy. 

There  are  in  the  navy  thirty-seven  captains, 
1*7  of  whom  have  been  in  commission  above  fifteen  years,  and  rank  with  a  major  general. 
3  have  been  in  commission  over  ten  and  under  fifteen  years,  and  rank  with  a  brigadier  general 

8  have  been  in  commission  under  ten  and  over  five  years,  and  rank  with  a  colonel. 

9  have  been  in  commission  under  five  years,  and  rank  with  a  lieutenant  colonel. 

31 

There  are  in  the  navy  thirty-three  masters  commandant,  wlio  rank  with  a  major. 
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Statement  ^liowinc/  the  number  of  promotions  in  the  army,  in  each  grade  reHpectiveJy,  since  1816. 
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Adjutant  General's  Office,  Washington,  January  27,  1S31. 


R.  JONES,  Adjutant  General. 


Statement  shoicing  the  number  of  promotions  in  the  army  by  brevet,  in  each  grade  respectively,  since  1816. 
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Adjttant  General's  Office,  Washington,  January  27,  1831. 


R.  JONES,  Adjutant  General. 
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21  ST  Congress.]  No.    446.  [2d  Snssioy. 

ON  THE  CLAIM  OF  A  SURETY  OF  A  PURSER  OF  THE  NAVY  TO  BE  RELEASED  FROM 
LIABILITY  TO  THE  GOVERNMENT,  ON  THE  GROUND  OF  A  FAILURE  OF  ITS  OFFICERS 
TO  COMPEL  THE  PURSER  TO  SETTLE  HIS  ACCOUNTS,  AND  ALSO  TO  INFORM  HIM  THAT 
THE  PURSER  WAS  ALREADY  A  DEFAULTER  WHEN  HE  SIGNED  HIS  NEW  BOND. 

COMMUXICATED  TO  THE  HOI'SE  OF   REPKESEXT.VTIVES  FEBRU.iRY  18,    1831. 

Mr.  Whittlesey,  from  the  Committee  on  rinim?.,  to  whom  had  been  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
(No.  11)  fnr  (111  i(  li(  r  (  ['George  Johnson,  reported: 
That  this  case  was  before  the  coiiiin  u  ,i  (Ik  last  session;  and,  after  a  minute  examination  of  it, 
as  it  was  then  presented,  the  commKM  i  i  i,  uded  that  the  bill  be  rejected,  to  which  report  the  com- 
mittee refer  The  c  niiiiuti.  1  liiM  II  II  I  111!  ml  report,  and  see  no  grounds  for  alt'cring  their  opinion 
on  any  of  the  points  di  n-s  I  m  i*  Ih  im  il  piesent  term  of  the  Supreme  Court,  a  case  has  been 
decided  in  fa\  n  oi  tin  .1  i  ml  lut  in  i  i  a.  ii  .11  1  1  >uj,-ht  on  a  bond  in  favor  of  the  United  States,  the  condi- 
tion of  which,  lu  all  pdiL'LuLus,  is  biiiuLii  tn  ilio  one  in  the  bond  signed  bj^  the  petitioner  as  the  security 
of  Purser  Bourne.  A  copy  of  the  decision  referred  to  is  filed  among  the  papers.  With  this  decision  before 
them,  the  committee  think  the  petitioner  is  entitled  to  relief. 


Opinion  of  the  Stqveme  Court  of  the  United  States,  delivered  at  January  term,  1831. 
United  States  vs.  Thomas  Tingey. 

This  is  a  writ  of  error  to  the  circuit  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  sitting  at  Washington.  The 
original  action  was  brought  by  the  United  States,  upon  a  bond  executed  by  Lewis  Deblois,  and  by  Thos. 
Tiiigey  and  others  as  his  sureties,  on  the  1st  of  May,  1812,  in  the  penal  sum  of  $10,000,  upon  condition 
that,  if  Deblois  should  regularly  account,  when  thereto  required,  for  all  public  moneys  received  by  him 
from  time  to  time,  and  for  all  public  property  committed  to  his  care,  with  such  person  or  persons,  officer 
or  officers  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  as  should  be  duly  authorized  to  settle  and  adjust  his 
accounts,  and  should,  moreover,  pay  over,  as  might  be  directed,  any  sum  or  sums  that  might  be  found  due 
to  the  United  States  upon  any  such  settlement  or  settlements,  and  should  also  faithfully  discharge,  in 
every  res[::ejt,  the  trust  reposed  in  him,  then  the  obligation  to  be  void,  &c.  In  point  of  fact,  Deblois  was 
at  the  time  a  purser  in  the  navy,  though  not  so  stated  in  the  condition;  and  there  is  an  endorsement  upon 
the  bond,  which  is  averred  in  one  of  the  courts,  of  the  declaration  to  have  been  contemporaneous  with  the 
execution  of  the  bond,  which  recognizes  his  character  as  purser,  and  limits  his  responsibility  as  such;  and 
the  bond  was  unquestionably  taken,  as  the  pleadings  show,  to  secure  his  fidelity  in  office  as  purser. 

The  declaration  contains  two  counts — one  in  the  common  form,  for  the  penalty  of  the  bond,  and  a 
second  setting  forth  the  bond,  condition,  and  endorsement,  and  averring  the  character  of  Deblois,  as 
purser,  his  receipt  of  public  moneys,  and  the  refusal  to  account,  &c.,  in  the  usual  form.  Several  pleas 
Avero  pleaded,  upon  some  of  which  issues  in  fact  were  joined.  To  the  3d,  4th,  5th,  6th,  and  8th  pleas,  the 
United  States  demurred,  and  judgment  upon  the  demurrers  was  given  for  the  defendant  in  the  circuit 
court;  and  the  object  of  the  present  writ  of  error  is  to  revise  that  judgment. 

There  is  no  statute  of  the  United  States  expressly  defining  the  duties  of  pursers  in  the  navy.  What 
those  duties  are,  except  so  far  as  they  are  incidentally  disclosed  in  public  laws,  cannot  be  judicially 
shown  to  this  court.  If  they  are  regulated  by  the  usages  and  customs  of  the  navy,  or  by  the  official 
orders  of  the  Navy  Department,  they  properly  constitute  matters  of  averment,  and  should  be  spread  upon 
the  pleadings.  It  may  be  gathered,  however,  from  some  of  the  public  acts  regulating  the  Department, 
that  a  purser,  or,  as  the  real  name  originally  was,  a  burser,  is  a  disbursing  officer,  and  liable  to  account 
to  the  government  as  such.  The  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1809,  ch.  95,  sec.  3,  provided  that,  exclusively 
of  the  purveyor  of  public  supplies,  paymasters  of  the  army,  pursers  of  the  navy,  &c.,  no  other  permanent 
agents  should  be  appointed,  either  for  the  purpose  of  making  contracts,  or  for  the  purchase  of  supplies, 
(  r  for  the  disbursement  in  any  other  manner  of  moneys  for  the  use  of  the  military  establishment,  or  of 
the  navy  of  the  United  States,  but  such  as  should  be  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
Avith  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate;  and  the  next  section  (sec.  4)  of  the  same  act  provided  that 
every  such  agent,  and  every  purser  of  the  navy,  should  give  bonds,  with  one  or  more  sureties,  in  such 
sums  as  the'  President  of  the  United  Slates  should  direct,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  trust  reposed 
in  him;  and  that,  whenever  practicable,  they  should  keep  the  public  money  in  their  hands  in  some  incor- 
porated bank,  to  be  designated  by  the  President,  and  should  make  monthly  returns  to  the  Treasury  of  the 
moneys  received  and  expended  during  the  preceding  month,  and  of  the  unexpended  balance  111  their 
hands.  This  act  abundantly  shows  that  pursers  are  contemplated  as  disbursing  officers  and  receivers  of 
public  money,  liable  to  account  to  the  government  therefor.  The  act  of  the  30th  March,  1812,  ch.  47, 
made  some  alterations  in  the  existing  law,  and  required  that  the  pursers  in  the  navy  should  be  appointed 
by  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate;  and  that  from  and  atter  the  first 
day  of  May,  then  next,  no  person  should  act  in  the  character  of  purser  who  should  not  have  been  so 
nominated  and  appointed,  except  pursers  on  distant  service,  &c.,  and  that  every  purser,  before  entering 
upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  should  give  bond,  with  two  or  more  sufficient  sureties,  in  the  penalty  of 
ten  thousand  dollars,  conditioned  faithfully  to  perform  all  the  duties  of  purser  m  the  navy  of  the  United 
States.  This  act,  so  far  as  regards  pursers  giving  bond,  and  the  import  of  the  condition,  being  m  part 
matured,  operates  as  a  virtualrepeal  of  the  former  act.  The  subsequent  legislation  of  Congress  is  unim- 
portant, as  it  does  not  apply  to  the  present  case.  .,     ,  ,       ,  c■^o^c, 

It  is  obvious  that  the  condition  of  the  present  bond  is  not  m  tlie  terms  prescribed  by  the  act  of  1812, 
ch.  47,  and  it  is  not  limited  to  the  duties  or  disbursements  of  Deblois,  as  purser,  but  creates  a  liability  for 
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all  moneys  received  l>y  liim,  and  for  all  public  property  committed  to  his  care,  whether  officially  as  pur- 
ser or  otherwi.se. 

Upon  this  posture  of  the  case,  a  question  has  been  made,  and  elaborately  argued  at  the  bar,  how  far 
a  bond,  voluntarily  given  to  the  United  States,  and  not  prescribed  by  law,  is  a  valid  instrument,  binding 
upon  the  parties  in  point  of  law.  In  other  words,  whether  the  United  States  have,  in  their  political  capa- 
city, a  right  to  enter  into  a  contract,  or  to  take  a  bond  in  cases  not  previmisly  pioviilid  fur  liy  some  law. 
Upon  full  consideration  of  this  subject,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  United  States  havi;  su,  h  a  capacity  to 
enter  into  contracts.  It  is,  in  our  opinion,  an  incident  to  the  general  ri;;lit  of  snvcreionty;  and  the 
United  States  being  a  body  politic,  may,  within  the  sphere  of  the  constitutional  puwcra  e(iulided  to  it, 
and  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  proper  department  to  which  those  powers  are  confided,  enter  into 
contracts  not  prohibited  by  law,  and  appropriate  to  the  just  exercise  of  those  powers.  This  principle 
has  been  already  acted  on  by  this  court  iu  the  case  of  Dugan,  executor,  vs.  the  United  States  (3  Wheaton  R., 
172),  and  it  is  not  perceived  that  there  lies  any  solid  objection  to  it.  To  adopt  a  difi'ercnt  principle 
would  be  to  deny  the  ordinary  right  of  sovereignty,  not  merely  to  the  general  government,  but  even  to 
the  State  governments,  within  the  proper  sphere  of  their  own  powers,  unless  brought  into  operation  by 
express  legislation.  A  doctrine  to  such  an  extent  is  not  known  to  this  court  as  ever  having  been  sanc- 
tioned by  any  judicial  tribunal. 

We  have  stated  the  general  principle  only,  without  attempting  to  enumerate  the  limitations  and 
exceptions  which  may  arise  from  the  distribution  of  powers  in  our  government,  or  from  the  operation  of 
other  provisions  in  our  Constitution  and  laws.  We  confine  ourselves,  in  the  application  of  the  principle, 
to  the  facts  of  the  present  case,  leaving  other  cases  to  be  disposed  of  as  they  may  arise;  and  we  hold 
that  a  voluntary  bond,  taken  by  authority  of  the  proper  officer  of  the  Treasury  Department  to  whom 
the  disbursement  of  public  moneys  is  entrusted,  to  secure  the  fidelity  in  official  duties  of  a  receiver  or  a 
disbursing  agent  of  public  monfys,  is  a  binding  contract  between  him  and  his  sureties  and  the  United 
States,  although  such  bond  may  not  be  prescribed  or  required  by  any  positive  law.  The  right  to  take 
such  a  bond  is,  in  our  view,  an  incident  to  the  duties  belonging  to  such  a  department,  and  the  United 
States  having  a  political  capacity  to  take  it,  we  see  no  objection  to  its  validity  in  a  moral  or  a  legal 
view. 

Having-  disposed  of  this  question,  which  lies  at  the  very  threshold  of  the  case,  and  meets  us  upon 
the  face  of  the  second  count  in  the  declaration,  it  remains  to  consider  whether  any  one  of  the  pleas 
demurred  to  constitutes  a  good  bar  to  the  action.  Without  adverting  to  others,  which  are  open  to 
serious  objections  on  account  of  the  looseness  and  generality  of  their  texture,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the 
fifth  plea  is  a  complete  answer  to  the  action.  That  plea,  after  setting  forth,  at  large,  the  act  of  1812, 
respecting  pursers,  pi-oceeds  to  state  that,  before  the  execution  of  the  bond,  the  Navy  Department  did 
cause  the  same  to  be  prepared  and  transmitted  to  Deblois,  and  did  require  and  demand  of  him  that  the 
same,  with  the  condition,  should  be  executed  by  him  with  sufficient  sureties,  before  he  should  be  per- 
mitted to  remain  in  the  office  of  purser,  or  to  receive  the  pay  and  emoluments  attached  to  the  office  of 
purser;  that  the  condition  of  the  bond  is  variant  and  wholly  different  from  the  condition  required  by  the 
said  act  of  Congress,  and  varies  and  enlarges  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  Deblois  and  his  sureties ; 
and  "that  the  same  was,  under  color  and  pretence  of  the  said  act  of  Congress  and  under  color  of  office, 
required  and  extorted  from  the  said  Deblois,  and  from  the  defendant,  as  one  of  his  sureties,  against  the 
form,  force,  and  effect  of  the  said  statute,  by  the  then  Secretary  of  the  Navy."  The  substance  of  this 
plea  is,  that  the  bond,  with  the  above  condition  variant  from  that  prescribed  by  law,  was,  under  color  of 
office,  extorted  from  Deblois  and  his  sureties,  contrary  to  the  statute,  by  the  then  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
as  the  condition  of  his  remaining  in  the  office  of  purser  and  receiving  its  emoluments.  There  is  no  pre- 
tence, then,  to  say  that  it  was  a  bond  voluntarily  given,  or  that,  though  different  from  the  form  prescribed 
by  the  statute,  it  was  received  and  executed  without  objection.  It  was  demanded  of  the  party  upon  the 
peril  of  losing  his  office;  it  was  extorted  under  color  of  office  against  the  requisitions  of  the  statute.  It 
was  plainly,  then,  an  illegal  bond;  for  no  officer  of  the  government  has  a  right,  by  color  of  his  office,  to 
require  from  ai!y  subordinate  officer,  as  a  condition  of  holding  office,  that  he  should  execute  a  bond  with 
the  condition  different  from  that  prescribed  by  law.  That  would  be,  not  to  execute,  but  to  supersede  the 
requisitions  of  law.  It  would  be  very  different  where  such  a  bond  was,  by  mistake  or  otherwise,  volun- 
tarily substituted  by  the  parties  for  the  statute  bond,  without  any  coercion  or  extortion  by  color  of  office. 

The  judgment  of  the  circuit  court  is  affirmed. 

Washington,  February  8,  1831. 
I,  Richard  Peters,  reporter  of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  do  hereby 
certify  that  the  foregoing  pages  contain  a  true  copy  of  the  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  case  of  the  United  States  against  Thomas  Tingey,  as  delivered  by  said  Supreme  Court,  at 
January  term,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-one. 

RICHARD  PETERS 


April  12,  1830. 
Mr.  Whittlesey,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims,  to  whom  was  I'eferred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  George  Johnson,"  reported: 

That,  while  this  committee  concur  in  the  correctness  of  the  statement  of  facts  contained  in  the 
report  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  of  the  Senate,  which  reported  this  bill,  it  is  with  regret  they  have 
felt  themselves  obliged  to  dissent  from  that  committee  in  the  conclusion  at  which  they  arrived.  This 
committee  deem  it  to  be  proper  to  state,  explicitly,  the  grounds  on  which  their  opinion  is  formed,  with 
the  hope  and  belief  that,  if  it  is  erroneous,  the  House  will  promply  correct  the  error,  and  grant  the 
relief  contemplated  by  the  bill. 

The  petitioner's  right  of  relief  may  be  examined  under  three  heads:  1st.  That  he  was  not  informed 
by  the  government,  when  he  executed  the  bond,  on  the  30th  of  April,  1817,  of  a  previous  defalcation. 
2d.  Mr.  Bourne,  the  principal,  was  continued  in  the  service  without  being  called  on  to  settle  his  accounts; 
and  was  transferred  from  one  ship  to  another,  without  having  settled  his  accounts;  and  was  ordered  from 
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^  ind  of  fraud,  winch  c.n- 
'  '  I  ilsi  h  1  111  It  is  not  pretended,  in  this  case,  that 
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"    t'li'l'     I'  '1   !■-  I'  I'll  t.  ml.  il  that  any  measures  what- 

■  '  '  '111'     iiiti.  I    mis    II  111,   |,  iK'l  sum  of  twenty-five 

II-      1    Niw   'I    ik,  and   It  is  understood  that  the  bond 

'    11  11  1   H   '  1 ,' li.mdb  should  be  executed  at  the  seat 
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iki  that  the  principal  shall  laithlull>  peito'im  his 
Is  s,i|\cnt  or  insolvent.  They  are  supposed  to  know 
1    \  _uaianty  that  they  are  good,  and  that  confidence 

1  111   li  list  reposed  in  him;  and  they  agree  to  respond 

111   till'  trusts. 

Ill    ■nil  1  to  anive  at  a  correct  conclusion,  the  com- 

I  lints  m  analogous  cases,  and  the  repoits  of  several 


be  guilty  of  such  gross  negligence  by  not  enforcing  the 
d  the  i( ;; Illations  of  the  Depaitinent,  as  to  discharge  secuuties,  is  a  question  deeply  interesting 
il  till'  ciiunti\  It  may  be  conceded  by  some,  that,  as  an  abstract  question  ol  law,  laches 
aie  nm  iinimi  inli  to  tin  ;.  i\  <  i  niii.  nt;  and  that,  although  courts  cannot  on  this  account  affoid  lelief,  still 
that  (  niui  ss  111  i\  ,1  1  It  111  til.  .  \eicise  of  a  sound  discretion,  and  by  adopting  equitable  piinciples  to 
eaeh  (   IS     th  it  sh  ,11    1  ,    pm..,  m,  ,] 

It  IS  ill  sii  ilil,  th  il  til.'  decisions  on  this  subject  should  be  uniform;  and  the  committee  fear  that,  if 
Coii^i,  ss  sh  ill  ^1  nil  1,  h.  f  on  the  grounds  of  the  negligence  of  the  accounting  officers,  securities  will 
not  .  iiisnl  It  IS  I  put  111  then  duty  to  look  after  the  piincipal,  and  see  that  he  peiforms  his  trust.  The 
obji'its  ,ii    iv,|uiriiig  bail  will  be  much  lessened,  if  not  rendered  entirely  nugatory. 

ir  ii  is  pniprr  that  Congress  should  grant  relief,  it  appears  to  the  committee  that  it  is  expedient  to 
vest  ihis  |M.\vri'  ill  the  courts,  that  can  investigate  the  cases  with  much  less  expense  that  they  can  be 
invest  i,L;'ati'iI  li.Tc. 

The  petitioner   relies   on   the  4Hi  section  of  an  act,  passed  3d  of  March,    1809,  vol.  4,  page  220; 
and  on  the   13th   and   14th   sections  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1817,  vol.  6,  page  199;  and  on  'the  proviso 
,.<■  .1..  O.J   .„.f;.,.,    ,,<•  .1,,.  o.f  ^f    i^^fK  ,,f  May,    1820,   vol.   6,    page  520;    and   on    the   1st,   3d,    and   4th 
and  r.'u'iilations  prepared  by  the  Board  of  Navy  Commissioners, 
pass:  il   7th  February,  1815,  vol.  4,  page  792,  in  support  of  his 
111  iiiimii'  r  of  Bourne  in  service  while  he  was  in  arrear,  and  by 
IS.     'i'hr  contract  was  substantially  this:   The  bond  was  to  be 
iilaily  ai-.DUiit,  when  thereunto  required,  for  all  public  moneys 
111-  all  piililic  property  committed  to  his  care;  or  if  he  did  not  pay 
he  did  not  faithfully  discharge,  in  every  respect,  the 


of  the  2d  section   of  the  act  of    15th 

rule  regarding  pursers,  under  the  n 

according  to   tiie   2d   section  of  an 

position  that  he  is  discharged,  by  ll 

the  negligence  of  the  accounting  i 

operative,  if  the    principal   did   not 

receive.]  by  him  froin  time  to  time,  ; 

over  all   sums  of  money  due  on  .se 

trust  reposed  in  him;  on  the   happening  of  either  of  these  contingencies,  the  sureties   agreed  to  pay  to 

the  United  States  such  damages  as  they  might  sustain  within  the  penalty  of  the  bond. 

The  United  States  had  appointed  Mr.  Bourne  purser  in  the  navy;  and  they  were  to  place  in  his  han,ds 
money,  ami  other  property,  to  enable  him  to  discharge  the  duties  of  his  appointment.  There  is  nothing 
in  this  .'onti-aet  wliirli  ri'ipures  that  the  United  States  should  give  notice  to  the  sureties  that  their  prin- 
cipal hail  i-iiiiiiuiiii'il  a  hriMch  of  the  bond.  That  is  tho  very  thing  they  have  agreed  that  he  would  not 
do.  The  laws  ami  n -illations  referred  to,  were  enacted  and  adopted  the  more  effectually  to  protect  the 
treasury  and  sureties:  but  they  contain  no  provisions  that,  if  the  naval  or  accounting'  officers  do  not 
perf.nni  their  duties,  sureties  shall  be  absolved  from  their  agreements.  The  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  say,  in  the  case  of  the  United  States  vs.  Kirpatrick,  9th  Wheat,  135:  "The  government  can 
transact  its  business  only  through  its  agents;  and  its  fiscal  operations  are  so  various,  and  its  agencies  so 
numerous  and  scattered,  that  the  utmost  vigilance  would  not  save  the  public  from  the  most  serious  losses, 
if  the  doctrine  of  laches  can  be  applied  to  its  transactions."  In  time  of  war,  it  would  be  impossible  for 
disbursing  officers  regularly  and  uniformly  to  account,  as  required  by  law;  and,  if  it  were  otherwise, 
the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  could  not  promptly  take  up  and  examine  all  the  accounts  and 
strike  balances.  It  is  as  necessary  for  sureties,  however,  that  this  should  be  done  in  time  of  war  as 
peace,  and  if  they  are  absolved  from  their  contracts  in  the  latter,  so  they  must  be  in  the  former  instance. 
In  the  case  referred  to,  the  court  say:  "It  is  admitted  that  mere  laches,  unaccompanied  with  fraud,  forms 
no  discharge  of  a  contract  of  this  nature  between  private  individuals.  Such  is  the  clear  result  of  the 
authorities.  Why,  then,  should  a  more  rigid  principle  be  applied  to  the  government?"  As  to  the  laws 
which  re.piire  settlements  to  be  made  at  short  and  stated  periods,  the  court  say:  "But  these  provisions 
of  the  law  are  enacted  by  the  government  for  its  own  security  and  protection,  and  to  regulate  the  con- 
duct of  its  own  officers.  They  are  merely  directory  to  such  officers,  and  constitute  no  part  of  the  contract 
with  the  security.  The  general  principle  is,  that  laches  is  not  imputable  to  the  government;  and  this 
maxim  is  founded,  not  in  the  notion  of  extraordinary  prerogatives,  but  upon  a  great  public  policy."  It  is 
as  necessary  that  this  policy  should  remain  unchanged  by  the  special  legislation  of  Congress,  as  it  is 
that  it  should  not  be  disturbed  by  the  courts.  The  court  confirmed  the  doctrine  laid  down  in  the  case  of 
Kirkpatrick  in  that  of  Van  Zandt,  11  Wheat.,  184. 
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3.  If  laches  are  not  imputable  to  the  government  in  not  requiring  the  settlement  of  accounts  and 
giving  notice  of  defalcations  to  sureties,  they  ai'e  not  imputable  in  failing  to  bring  suit,  especially  within 
a  period  so  limited  as  that  which  exists  in  this  case.  If  tlie  petitioner  shall  di-iliargc  the  judgment  or 
make  payment  on  it,  he  has  his  remedy  against  his  co-sureties  for  contriluuiDii,  anil  it  may  be  enforced 
in  England  as  well  as  here.  There  is  another  point  in  the  case  which  the  c  imuiiit'  >•  will  n(jtice,  as  it  is 
adverted  to  by  the  petitioner;  but  whether  the  committee  or  Judge  Story  hu  cuiruct,  will  not  vary  the 
result,  as  the  bond  does  not  cover  the  whole  debt,  exclusive  of  the  defalcation  under  the  first  bond. 
Benjamin  F.  Bourne  executed  a  bond  to  the  United  States,  on  the  14th  of  April,  1814,  in  llie  penal  sum 
of  §10,000,  with  Abel  Jones  and  Stephen  Price  as  his  sureties,  conditioned  for  the  faitliful  performance 
of  the  duties  of  purser.  It  is  stated  in  the  record  of  the  case,  hereafter  mentioned,  that  the  balance 
found  due  to  the  United  States,  on  the  30th  of  April,  1817,  was  S7, 560.86.  On  the  30th  of  April,  1817, 
Bourne  executed  another  bond,  in  the  penal  sum  (jf  $25,000,  with  Price,  Dale,  and  Johnson,  the  petitioner, 
as  his  sureties,  with  the  condition  mentioned  in  the  first  bond.  A  further  balance  was  found  due,  up  to 
the  10th  of  November,  1823,  of  §31,556.88.  The  defalcation  under  both  bonds  amounts  to  $39,117.74. 
Abel  Jones  died,  and  a  bill  was  brought  by  the  United  States,  in  the  circuit  court  in  Rhode  Island,  against 
the  heir  and  administrator  of  Jones,  to  recover  the  defalcation  under  the  first  bond,  praying  for  discovery 
and  relief.  Various  points  were  made  in  the  case,  which  were  decided  by  the  court,  but  the  only  one 
which  it  is  the  intention  of  the  committee  to  notice,  is,  that  the  court  assimilated  the  account  to  a  running- 
account  between  tv/o  individuals,  and  thereby  exonerated  tlie  first  sureties  by  satisfying  the  defalcation 
under  the  first  bond  by  the  disbursements  made  out  of  money  received  under  the  second  bond.  Tlie 
court  pronounced  the  following  judgment:  "My  judgment  is,  that,  as  the  credits  carried  into  the  general 
account  of  Bourne,  for  disbursements,  since  the  second  bond  was  given,  far  exceeded  the  balance  then 
due  by  him  to  tlie  United  States,  the  parties  to  the  first  bond  are  discharged  from  all  responsibility 
thereon;  the  bill  must,  therefore,  be  dismissed."  If  this  decision  is  correct,  the  consequence  follows, 
that  sui'eties  are  to  be  made  responsible  beyond  the  condition  of  their  bonds,  if  the  obligees  think  proper 
to  make  them  liable  by  the  manner  of  keeping  their  accounts.  The  liability  of  the  sureties  arises  from 
their  contract,  and,  unless  they  agree  to  be  holden  for  former  defalcations,  the  committee  do  not  see  how 
the  bond  is  to  have  a  retrospective  operation,  nor  how  it  is  possible  for  the  obligee  to  enlarge  or  vary 
the  condition  of  the  bond,  by  the  manner  of  keeping  his  accounts.  The  committee  do  not  perceive  the 
similarity  between  cases,  when  the  rights  of  different  sureties  are  involved,  and  instances  of  running 
accoiints  between  the  same  individuals.  They  consider  that  the  disbursing  officers  do  not,  in  the  ordinary 
acceptation  of  the  term,  become  the  debtors  of  the  government  at  the  time  of  receiving  their  money. 
They  are  tlie  agents  or  trustees  of  the  government,  and  money  is  put  into  their  hands  for  a  particular 
purpose,  and  to  be  paid  out  in  a  manner  and  for  objects  defined  by  law.  Bonds  are  given,  conditioned 
that  the  trust  shall  be  faithfully  discharged;  and  when  the  bond  is  put  in  suit,  the  first  question  is,  has 
there  been  a  breach  of  it?  If  the  money  has  been  lost  or  destroyed,  without  the  fault  or  neglect  of  the 
trustee,  or,  if  it  has  been  paid  as  the  law  required  it  to  be  disbursed,  the  condition  of  the  bond  is  not 
broken.  In  the  case  of  purser,  there  is  no  necessity  of  mingling  the  liabilities  of  sureties  to  different 
bonds.  Take  the  present  case:  Mr.  Bourne  was  purser  of  the  Peacock;  he  had  received  a  sum  of  money 
to  pay  the  crew,  and  to  purchase  the  usual  supplies  for  that  vessel;  his  vouchers  show  how  his  disburse- 
ments were  made.  In  closing  this  account  he  was  found  to  be  in  arrear,  and  a  balance  was  struck 
against  him.  He  then  gave  new  bonds,  and  another  advance  of  money  was  made  to  him  as  purser  of 
the  Constellation;  his  vouchers  show  how  he  disbursed  this  money,  and  each  set  of  sureties  may  be  made 
liable  for  the  defalcation  that  arises  under  their  respective  bonds,  and  for  none  other.  The  interests  of 
the  United  States  can  onlj'  be  protected  by  making  each  set  of  sureties  liable  for  the  defalcations  that 
exist  under  their  respective  bonds.  In  tliis  case,  if  the  sureties  of  the  first  bond  had  been  held  liable  to 
pay  the  first  balance  that  was  struck,  that  amount  would  have  been  saved  to  the  government,  but  which 
is  now  lost,  as  the  second  bond  does  not  cover  the  amount  of  bolh  defalcations.  Entertaining  the  opinion 
that  the  decision  of  the  court  in  the  suit  against  the  first  sureties  is  incorrect,  the  committee  would  have 
felt  themselves  bound  to  have  applied  the  amount  transferred  by  the  court  to  discharge  the  first  defalca- 
tion towards  the  judgment  on  the  second  bond,  if  that  bond,  with  such  defalcation,  had  more  than 
covered  the  second  defalcation.  The  committee  has  given  to  this  case  all  the  attention  its  importance 
seemed  to  demand,  and  they  would  have  been  pleased  to  have  concurred  with  the  Senate,  if  they  could 
have  arrived  at  this  result  without  infringing  the  settled  policy  of  the  government;  but  entertaining,  as 
they  do,  the  opinion  that  the  precedent  would  be  mischievous  in  its  consequences,  and  that  the  petitioner 
does  not  present  a  case  which  entitles  him  to  relief,  on  legal  or  equitable  principles,  the  committee  sub- 
mit to  the  consideration  of  the  House  the  following  resolution: 

Besohed,  That  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  George  Johnson  be  rejected. 


Ix  Senate  of  the.  United  States,  January  25,  1830. 
Mr.  Rowan,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  George  Johnson, 
surety  of  Benjamin  F.  Bourne,  late  a  purser  in  the  navy,  reported: 

That  the  petitioner  states  that  the  said  Benjamin  F.  Bourne  was  appointed  a  purser  in  the  navy  in 
March,  1814,  and,  in  conformity  with  law,  gave  bond  in  the  penal  sum  of  §10,000;  and  Abel  Jones,  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  Stephen  Price,  of  New  York,  as  sureties. 

That,  on  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  said  Bourne  at  the  Treasury  Department,  up  to  May  30,  1816, 
he  was  found  to  be  indebted  to  the  United  States  in  the  sum  of  §8,667. 

That,  in  the  year  1816,  Buurne  applied  for  employment,  but  was  refused  on  the  ground  of  his  being 
a  defaulter. 

Tiiat,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  March,  1817,  requiring  pursers  to  give  new  bonds  in 
the  penalty  of  $25,000,  a  new  bond  was  given  on  the  30th  April,  1817,  by  the  said  Bourne,  on  which  the 
said  petitioner,  Stephen  Price,  and  Charles  Augustus  Dale,  (then  both  of  New  York,  but  now  of  England,) 
became  securities. 

That  this  bond  was  taken  by  the  district  attorney  of  the  United  States  in  New  York,  but  that  the 
fact  of  Bourne's  being  then  a  defaulter  to  the  United  States  was  not  made  known  to  the  said  last  men- 
tioned securities. 
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Tliat,  on  November  15,  1817,  Purser  Bourne  was  ordered  to  the  Mediterranean,  from  which  he 
returned,  under  arrest,  in  1820;  was  afterwards  released  from  arrest,  and,  in  July,  1820,  ordered  to  the 
frig-ate  Constellation. 

That  at  Ihis  time  he  was  indebted  to  the  United  States  in  the  sum  of  $24,639;  was  permitted  to  sail 
in  said  vessel  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  and  did  not  return  to  the  United  States  until  the  last  of  July,  1822- 
after  which  time,  he  remained  partly  at  tlie  seat  of  government,  and  partly  in  New  York,  for  n)ore  thaii 
fifteen  months,  during  all  wiiirli  linif  h.-  w;is  n^vrr  i-c.|nived  to  settle  his  account.  Nor  had  he  been  so 
required  to  account  for  the  lUMiirvs  ula.-cd  in  liis  iiiimls  from  the  30th  of  May,  1816,  although  the  act  of 
Congress  of  3d  of  March.  In  IT,  ma;!."  it  tli.'  .Inly  ..f  lli.>  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause' all  accounts 
of  the  expcii.litiir.'  ni"  iniMi  ■  immu.  y  i..  !..■  s.'iil.'.l  within  the  year;  and,  by  the  same  act,  it  is  made  the 
duty  of  the  ]■  ir>i  ('n:..i.tr. .11.  i-  I.,  lay  L.tniv  I '. .n- r._.ss,  annually,  a  list  of  such  officers  as  shall  have  failed 
in  that  year  1..  inak.'  ih./  s.^l  il.Mn.ait  r.^inircl  l.y  law. 

That  Purs.'!-  l'...ani.'  .11..  I  in  N.w  Y..i-k  on  "Uie  10th  of  November,  1823:  and  that,  in  March,  1824,  an 
account  was  slat.'.l  in  (I;,.  F-.mili  AuiiiT..r's  office,  from  which  it  appeared  that  a  balance  of  $40  25t  was 
due  to  the  United  Sial.'^,  ^vlli.■ll  lialaii..-  was  finally  reduced  to  $34,149. 

That,  some  tinv  iu  llie  year  a  suit  was  brought,  in  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
first  district,  against  the  sureties  in  the  first  bond;  and  the  court  held  that  as  the  credits,  carried  into 
the  general  account  of  Bourne  for  disbursements  since  the  second  bond  was  given,  far  exceeded  the 
balance  then  due  by  him  to  the  United  States,  the  parties  to  the  first  bond  were  discharged  from  any 
responsibility  tlii'veoTi. 

That,  al.iint  Ihr..-  years  after  the  death  of  Purser  Bourne,  (the  co-securities  of  the  petitioner,  to  wit: 
Stephen  Piii-.'  an.l  Charles  Augustus  Dale,  having  been  permitted  to  depart  from  this  country  for  Eng- 
land, where  ih.y  n.i'\-  reside,)  suit  was  instituted  against  him,  the  petitioner,  f(mnded  on  the  second 
bond,  and  judgment  rendered  against  him,  in  favor  of  the  United  States,  for  825,000,  the  amount  of 
penalty  in  the  bond. 

That,  upon  trial  of  the  cause,  the  judge  i-efused  to  admit  evidence  of  the  fact  that  Bourne  was 
indclifod  to  the  government  at  the  time  of  the  execution  of  the  second  bond,  and  charged  the  jury,  that 
the  nei:liH't  ni'  Ihe  officers  of  government  to  notify  the  sureties  of  the  second  bond,  or  to  call  for  the  settle- 
ment ..t  th.'  a.a-.iunts  of  the  principal,  although  expressly  required  by  law  so  to  do,  afforded  no  defence 
for  the  surely. 

Tliat  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  jury  empanneled  on  the  suit  that  the  loss  was  imputable  to  great 
neglect  of  duty  on  the  part  of  the  ofScers  of  government,  in  not  requiring  from  Mr.  Bourne  a  settlement 
of  his  accounts;  that  the  said  jury  felt  themselves  constrained  to  find  a  verdict  for  the  United  States,  as 
would  appear  fnmi  their  certificate,  voluntarily  given,  and  accompanying  his  papers. 

That  th.'  ].i>iitii>ner  a.Mn.-.'s  vari.ms  other  arguments,  showing  the  peculiar  hardships  of  his  case, 
whii'li  thi-  .■..mniiiTiM'  havi'  .I'Man..!  it  nnnecessary  here  to  recapitulate;  and  that  he  concludes  with  the 
prayer  '■  f..r  sn.!i  r.-li.'l'  in  iiis  parti. aiiar  case,  from  the  penalty  of  the  above-mentioned  bond  and  the 
judgment  re.'.i\ .  r..!  ih.ae.jn,  as  may  be  agreeable  t.>  o.piiiy  ami  justice." 

After  an  ailimliv.'  .-.insideration  of  the  facts  conneet.'.l  \\i(h  this  case,  and  the  circumstances  that  so 
strongly  pri',~s  the  pn.i'riety  of  a  favorable  decision,  th.'  .Mimnitlee  are  of  opinion  that  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioner  slmuld  be  granted,  and,  accordingly,  report  a  bill  for  his  relief. 


21sT  Congress.]  No.   447.  [2d  Session. 

ON  THE  FORMATION  AND  PURPOSES  OF  THE  NAVY  PENSION  FUND,  AND  THE  PERSONS 
ENTITLED  TO  ITS  BENEFITS. 

COMMUNICATED  TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  FEBRUARY  18,  1830. 

Mr.  Hoffman,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  has  been  referred  the  memorials  of  several 
persons,  praying  a  pension,  to  be  made  chargeable  on  the  navy  pension  fund,  reported: 

That  they  have  had  under  consideration  the  subject  of  the  said  fund,  and  the  pensions  chargeable 
thei-eon,  and  herewith  report  a  bill  upon  the  subject. 

This  fund  was  created  by  the  9th  section  of  the  act  of  March  1,  1799,  (vol.  3,  p.  250,)  which  was 
repealed  by  the  "Act  for  the  better  government  of  the  navy  of  (he  United  States,"  of  April  23,  1800,  (vol.  3, 
p.  3G1,)  the  ninth  section  of  which  enacts: 

'That  all  money  accruing,  or  which  has  already  accrued,  to  the  United  States  from  the  sale  of  prizes 
shall  be  an.l  remainfor  ever  a  fund  for  the  payment  of  pensions  and  half  pay,  should  the  same  be  here- 
after "-ranted  te  the  officers  and  seamen  who  may  be  entitled  to  receive  the  same;  and  if  the  said  fund 
shall  be  insufficient  for  the  purpose,  the  public  faith  is  hereby  pledged  to  make  up  the  deficiency;  but  if  it 
should  be  more  than  sufficient,  the  surplus  shall  be  applied  to  the  making  further  provision  for  the  comfort 
of  the  disabled  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  and  for  such  as,  though  not  disabled,  may  merit,  by  their 
bravery  or  long  and  faithful  services,  the  gratitude  of  their  country." 

This  fund  was,  therefore,  intended  for  three  purposes. 

'Hhe  first  of  these  was,  with  the  pledge  of  the  public  faith  to  support  it,  to  provide  pensions  and  half 
pay  to  officers,  seamen  and  marines,  disabled  by  wounds  in  the  line  of  their  duty;  and  this  intention  was 
executed  in  the  8th  section  of  the  same  act,  which  declares: 

"That  every  officer,  seamen,  and  marine,  disabled  in  the  line  of  their  duty,  shall  be  entitled  to 
receive  for  life,  or  during  his  disability,  a  pension  from  the  United  States,  according  to  the  nature  and 
degree  of  his  disability,  not  exceeding  one-half  of  his  monthly  pay. 

Article  second  of  these  intentions  is  out  of  the  surplus  of  the  fund  to  nmke  further  provision  for  the 
disabled  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  and  was  executed  in  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  April  16,  1816, 
(vol.  6,  p.  66,  section  7,)  which  enacts  "that,  in  cases  where  the  allowance  of  the  half  monthly  pay  which 
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may  now  be  g-rantcd  by  law  to  ofBcers,  seamen,  and  marines,  disabled  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
shall,  in  the  opinion  of  tlie  commissioners  of  the  navy  pension  fund,  from  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
disability,  and  situation  of  the  party  disabled,  be  inadequate  to  his  necessary  subsistence,  the  said  com- 
missioners shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  authorized,  in  their  discretion,  to  increase  such  allowance  to  any 
sum  not  exceeding  the  full  amount  of  the  monthly  pay  to  which  the  party  so  disabled  was  by  law 
entitled  in  the  said  service." 

The  following  are  special  cases  for  disabled  pei'sons,  specifying  the  essential  particulars  of  each  case: 

Captain  S.  Harding,  (act,  February  6,  1807,  vol.  4,  p.  78,)  at  half  his  monthly  pay,  to  take  effect 
from  January  1,  1804,  as  stated  in  the  act,  "who  has  been  so  disabled  in  the  line  of  his  duty,  while  in 
service,  that  he  is  unable  to  support  himself  by  labor." 

Captain  Abraham  Whipple,  (act,  Dec.  12,  1811,  vol.  4,  p.  363,)  at  half  monthly  pay,  to  commence 
January  1,  1810,  for  the  same  cause  above  quoted. 

W'illiam  Munday,  (April  16,  1816,  vol.  6,  p.  60,)  at  $20  a  month,  for  "the  loss  of  both  his  arms  in 
an  attack  upon  the  enemy  at  Leonard's  creek,  on  the  28th  day  of  June,  1814,  in  lieu  of  the  pension  to 
which  he  is  now  entitled  by  law." 

James  Merril,  (act  of  May  4,  1820,  vol.  6,  p.  494,)  to  be  placed  on  the  navy  pension  list,  to  take 
effect  from  October  23,  1819,  "who,  whilst  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  as  an  ordinary  seaman 
on  board  the  United  States  ship  Adams,  in  the  month  of  May,  1814,  was  accidentally  injured  by  falling 
from  the  gun  deck  into  the  hold  of  the  ship,  which  injury  has  disabled  him  from  obtaining  a  subsistence 
by  his  labor." 

William  Thompson,  (act  of  May  20,  1826,  vol.  7,  p.  500,)  "a  seaman  who  was  wounded  on  board 
the  cutter  Louisiana,  August  10,  1819,  with  a  musket  ball,"  to  be  placed  "upon  the  pension  list  in  the 
same  manner,  and  upon  the  same  terms,  as  if  he  had  received  the  said  wound  in  the  naval  service  of  the 
United  States." 

In  the  act  of  July  26,  1813,  (vol.  4,  p.  579,)  to  authorize  the  President  to  raise  a  corps  of  sea  fenci- 
bles,  of  not  exceeding  ten  companies,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  one  year,  to  be  employed  on  land  or  water 
for  the  defence  of  ports  and  harbors,  (sec.  4,)  it  is  enacted  "that  the  officers,  warrant  officers,  boat- 
swains, and  men,  raised  pursuant  to  this  act,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  like  compensation,  in  case  of  dis- 
ability incurred  by  wounds  or  otherwise  in  the  service  of  the  Unit  d  States,  as  officers,  warrant  officers, 
and  seamen  in  the  present  naval  establishment." 

The  act  of  April  18,  1814,  i^vol.  4,  p.  690,)  enacts  "that  the  officers  and  seamen  of  the  revenue 
cutters  of  the  United  States,  who  have  been  or  may  be  wounded  or  disabled  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duty,  whilst  co-operating  with  the  navy,  by  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  entitled 
to  be  placed  on  the  navy  pension  list,  at  the  same  rate  of  pension,  and  under  the  same  regulations  and 
restrictions,  as  are  now  provided  by  law  for  the  officers  and  seamen  of  the  navy." 

In  relation  to  some  of  these  special  cases,  and  the  two  last  cited  acts,  and  especially  that  respecting 
sea  fencibles,  the  committee  will  remark,  that  the  legislation  of  Congress  has  appropriated  the  moneys  of 
the  fund  for  purposes  for  which  it  is  thought  those  of  the  general  treasury  should  have  been  taken;  and 
certainly  it  could  not  have  been  the  intention  of  Congress,  in  enacting  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  of 
April  23,  1800,  to  apply  the  moneys  of  the  fund  to  persons  who  could  not,  in  the  course  of  their  services, 
be  expected  to  contribute  to  the  fund  by  captures  of  prizes. 

The  eighth  section  of  the  act  of  April  23,  1800,  and  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  of  April  16,  1816, 
appear  to  have  carried  the  first  and  second  intentions  of  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  of  1800  into  full 
effect,  and  have  made  ample  provision  for  disabled  officers,  seamen,  and  marines. 

The  third  intention  of  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  of  April  23,  1800,  is  out  of  the  surplus  of  the  fund 
to  make  provision  for  such  officers,  seamen,  and  marines  as,  "  though  not  disabled,  may  merit,  by  their 
bravery  or  long  and  faithful  services,  the  gratitude  of  their  country^  Although  everything  in  the  history 
of  the  naval  service  has  called  as  strongly  for  such  a  provision  as  it  is  supposed  future  circumstances 
ever  can,  the  committee  find  only  one  instance  of  the  kind  in  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century.  For  that 
cause,  clearly  expressed  in  the  act  of  March  2,  1821  (vol.  6,  p.  558),  Congress  directed  Captain  Samuel 
Tucker  to  be  placed  upon  the  navy  list  of  invalid  pensioners  of  the  United  States,  at  the  rate  of  twenty 
dollars  a  month,  to  commence  from  January  1,  1818.  With  this  solitary  exception,  the  committee  find 
that  intention  wholly  unexecuted. 

The  legislation  of  Congress  does  not  show  very  distinctly  why  this  purpose  has  been  abandoned. 
The  pursuit  of  it  would  at  once  have  made  provision  for  the  veteran  whose  life  had  been  devoted  to  his 
country,  until  age  had  palsied  his  limbs;  and,  retiring  to  enjoy  the  bounty  of  his  country,  younger  men 
in  the  prime  of  life,  the  vigor  of  intelligence,  and  warm  with  the  love  of  glory,  would  have  supplied  his 
place,  and  strengthened  the  naval  service.  The  committee  must,  therefore,  regard  the  abandonment  of 
this  intention,  under  such  circumstances,  as  expressive  of  a  reluctance  in  Congress  which  they  cannot 
expect  to  be  able  to  remove. 

Indeed,  the  whole  purpose  of  Congress  appears  to  have  been  changed;  and  much  of  the  surplus  of 
the  fund  has  been  appropriated  to  pay  pensions  to  widows  and  children.  The  reasons  for  this  change 
existed  most  strongly  in  the  difficulties  of  the  late  war;  and  the  power  to  make  it  may  perhaps  be  found 
in  the  consideration  that  the  prizes  and  money  arising  from  them  are  the  property  of  the  United  States, 
who  are,  therefore,  as  well  the  founders  and  donors  of  the  fund  as  its  governors.  Congress  seem  to  have 
considered  the  fund  as  entirely  subject  to  legislation;  but  it  is  fair  to  presume  that  all  its  legislation  on 
this  subject  has  been  designed  to  secure  a  more  ready  engagement  in  the  service,  or  faithful  and  fearless 
discharge  of  duty  in  it. 

The  committee  will  now,  as  briefly  as  may  be,  refer  to  the  several  acts  granting-,  as  well  as  those 
renewing  pensions  to  widows  and  children,  chargeable  on  this  fund. 

The  first  of  these  is  the  act  of  January  20,  1813,  (vol.  4,  page  486,)  which  enacts  that  "  if  any  officer 
of  the  navy  or  marines  shall  be  killed,  or  die  by  reason  of  a  loound  received  in  the  line  of  his  duty,  leaving 
a  widow,  or  if  no  widow,  a  child  or  children  under  sixteen  years  of  age,  such  widow,  or  if  no  widow,  such 
child  or  children,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  half  the  monthly  pay  to  which  the  deceased  was  entitled  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  allowance  shall  continue  for  and  during  the  term  of  fve  years;  but  in  the 
case  of  the  death  or  intermarriage  of  such  widow  before  the  expiration  of  the  said  term  of  five  years,  the 
half  pay  for  the  remainder  shall  go  to  the  child  or  children  of  the  said  deceased  officer:  Provided,  That 
such  half  pay  shall  cease  on  the  death  of  such  child  or  children,"  to  be  paid  out  of  the  navy  pension  fund. 
The  act  of  March  4,  1814,  (vol.  4,  pag-e  653,  section  2d,)  enacts  "that  if  any  seaman  or  marine,  belonging 
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to  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  shall  have  died  since  the  eighteenth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundied  ■ind  twelve,  byiea^on  of  a  uound  received  in  (he  line  of  his  duty  leaving  a 
^Mdow,  01  if  no  widow,  i  child  oi  childien,"  &c  ,  and  duects  them  to  be  placed  on  the  navy  pension  list 
as  m  t^hc  let  al)o\e  quoted  ' 

Thv.  (inl\  otlif  1  Kt  cjiantinq  pensions  to  widows  and  children  is  that  of  March  3,  1811,  (vol.  6  p  212  ) 
^hich  extends  til.  s,    p.  um.his   u,i   hkt    teuns    uid   eonditions  to  the  widows  and  children  of  any  o#ce?-, 

seaman,  o)  .,  n //         .„  .huilha,,  ,/„,/s„m,   \W  1  sih  of  June,  1812,  m  conseouence  o/rf/sease 

contiadnl  r  ,  ,  ,  ,  „  ,//,  ,  ,  ,  ,.,,,,,'  ,nnl.  n,  hn  ln,r  ..f  /us  duty."  And  this  act  was  repealed  in 
^V^tnalm,  ,  '.in,  _1.,  ,  i,,|im,  ,tni  1  ini  n  n  -J,  1S:^4,  (vol.  7,  p.  213,)  which  enacts  "  ^/m^, 
ti<mnn<lni  /  /,',  ;,,  nnini,,,  ,„  I  ili,  n  t  .  il  M  iicli  3,  1817,  "  be,  and  the  saine  is  lieiH'l  .y  iv)  .cal.'d : 
riiiii,l<  I  linn  III  ihii  II  iiliiii  111  th  s  1  1  (.miiiuid  sliall  be  construed  to  prevent  the  pa '/yic/// -<'' f///// 
1"  "  '""  "'"'"I 'I  'II 'I  ill 'l  uiit'l  tl .  'nil  .  ,.ii  111,111  ,,t  the  peuod  thereof;  nor  to  affect  or  impair'  ilir  ,■;,//('„•  .if 
iin  iin-,(iu(Ji  p  is, HIS  amik  h  y;(f,y /i,(i  ,„  , ;  /, ,/  duiiug  the  existence  of  the  act  hereby  repealed,  ad' aiore- 
said  " 

Although  some  contiaiiety  m  the  decisions  gi  anting,  renewing,  or  refusing  pensions  to  widows  and 
childien  undei  these  and  othei  acts  may  be  tound,  the  committee  believe  that  these  general  rules  have 
been  m1,  pti.l  iiid  mt  iid(  ,1  to  ])e  adheied  to  First,  that,  under  the  three  above  acts,  the  right  of  the 
chuiniiiii  h,  111  /,  II  mil  ',,  mill  I ,  ,,  (/  on  the  death  of  the  husband  or  father  from  any  of  the  causes  specified  in 
ff"  "'  '1"'  -  <  "  1,1  hull  I  III  III  II  lun  began  to  1  un  fi  cm  that  death,  though  the  proof  was  not  made,  or  the 
cl  uiii  i-si  it(  <l  niitil  I  iiu  1,1  M\  ..ds  Oil  tliese  piiueiples,  where  the  death  occurred  before  the  repeal  by 
tlie  let  of  Jiuuii\  22  l^2i  t  1,  ]i,  lis,, 111  i,ii  I  (1,  itii  b\  any  disease  contracted,  or  casualty  or  injury 
leteiied  in  the  hw  <>/  I'lih,  im,],  ■  ih,  i,  ,  ,,|  M  n,  h  .  I  ^IT  would  be  granted,  though  the  claim  was  made 
attei  the  lepe^l,  iii<l  t'lniuli  h,  ,/,,///(  m  u  not  h  i\(  h  ipi.ened  until  after  the  repeal,  yet  if  the  disease  was 
tontiattid  01  the  c  i^n  ilt\  m  iii|i  i  \  e  lusmo  it  \\  is  leccned  before  the  repeal,  it  will  appear  by  an  examina- 
tion ol  some  of  tin  >  im  s  tli  it  ihe  ;  ujld  to  the  pension  has  been  considered  as  saved  by  the  proviso  to 
the  2d  section  of  th,  i.  |ii  iliii_  a  i  but  it  is  difficult  to  maintain  such  a  construction,  though  the  com- 
mittee 11  the  bill  the^  i   [i  h    d,i  iiut  intend  to  affiiin  oi  deny  this  forced  construction. 

lluee  seveial  acts  ha^e  been  pissed,  extending,  each  for  a  term  of  five  years,  certain  of  these 
pensions  to  widows  and  childien  The  act  of  Maich  8,  1819,  enacts  "that,  in  all  cases  where  provision 
his  h(  ( 11  made  by  law  toi  fi\e  yeais'  half  pay  to  the  widows  and  children  of  officers,  seamen,  and 
mil  I  -  '  '  '  "  /  '''(</  died  of  wounds  1  eceived  in  battle,  or  who  died  in  the  naval  service  of  the 
I II  1  h(   said  provision  shall  be  continued  for  the  additional  term  of  five  years, 

til  it  teim  of  five  yeais,  in  each  case  respectively,  making  the  provision 

tqii   I  I     I,  tl  N     II      i  'I     1  I     III    paid  out  of  the  pension  fund,  with  like  limitations  as  in  the  acts 

gi  lutiiij,  these  peiisinus 

The  most  libei  il  constiuetion  of  which  this  act  appears  susceptible,  is,  that  it  renews  the  pension  to 
the  wkIuws  ind  childien,  wheie  the  hn'?band  oi  fathei,  hist,  was  at  any  time  killed  in  battle,  second,  at  any 
turn  i/ii 'I  lit  iniiiiiih  leceived  m  batth ,  m  1lllll^l^,  nt  any  time,  during  the  late  war,  died  of  disease  contracted, 
o)  I,'  iiii'li/  ni  iii/iny  leceived  m  th  Inn  "/  du/i/  But  a  leference  to  the  cases  decided  under  this  act,  and 
tliii'^i  |M~  ,  ,1  -ulisi  quently,  and  both  smiil  ii  iml  dt  pendent  on  it,  will,  it  is  believed,  show  that  this  con- 
stiii,  <i,  li  ii  t.ines  been  supeisedi  il  '|^  ok  t  ithpi  enti)  ely  more  enlarged  or  aomewhixt  move  resti'aining. 
At  Jilt  s  ,il  It  1  111  lieved  that  the  lestiaining  clause,  dui mg  the  late  war,  is  held  to  apply  etiually  to  the 
thic  I  111,  inl„  1-  ,,l  the  sentence  in  which  it  occuis — a  safe  construction  in  practice,  and  which  the  committee 
do  11, It  -.V  t,i  disuiib 

ih<  ii  t  lit  I  Hill  in  22  1824  (vol  1,  p  213,  section  1st,)  extends  these  pensions,  on  like  terms  and 
limit  itiiiiis,  1(11  I  till  ilii  1  1,  nil  III  nie  yeats,  making  fifteen  years'  provision  in  all  cases  where  the  husband 
Ol  t  itlu  1  cfls  /  dli  il  111  I'  itili  III  lilt  d  m  the  naval  sei  vice  of  the  United  States  during  the  late  war,  "  and  also 
in  all  (0^1  II  111  II  [11  III  I  mil  II 's  /'"  Il  madefoi  extending  the  term  for  five  years  in  addition  to  the  first  term  of 
fill  III  111^  mil  till  act  of  M  i-y  23,  1828,  (laws  20th  Congress,  1st  session,  p.  65,)  in  substantially  the  same 
■oiiiiU  I  \ti  mis  ihe  same  pensions,  on  like  teims,  for  the  further  term  of  five  years,  making  a  term  of 
tmnlij  i/iiii    til  ill  tlie  pen&ioneis  whose  cases  come  withm  the  provision  of  these  extending  acts. 

The  committee  will  not  detain  the  House  by  any  further  comments  on  the  variant  and  discordant 
constructions  given  at  different  times  to  these  acts.  They  will  sufficiently  appear  in  the  printed  docu- 
ments, and  would  probably  be  more  apparent,  if  the  cause  for  which  a  pension  has  been  granted  or 
renewed  could  be  ascertained  in  every  case,  or  if  the  causes  and  grounds  of  application  denied  could  be 
known. 

The  committee  will  now  refer,  with  all  practicable  brevity,  to  a  few  anomalous  cases  of  pensions  to 
widows  charged  on  this  fund. 

A  pension  for  five  years,  on  the  usual  limitations,  was  granted  by  the  act  of  May  16,  1826,  (vol.  7,  p. 
475,)  to  Penelope  Denny,  the  mother  of  James  Denny,  late  a  quartergunner  in  the  navy,  killed  in  battle, 
without  leaving  a  widow  or  issue,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  contributing  by  an  allotment  of  part  of  his 
pay  to  the  support  of  his  poor,  aged,  and  infirm  mother,  then  a  widow.  A  like  pension  for  like  cause  was 
afterwards  granted  to  Flizaln'tli  Mays,  by  the  act  of  March  25,  1830,  (laws  1st  session,  21st  Congress,  p. 
40,)  to  commence  Septeinlii'i- :),  1  829.  No  pension  of  this  description  has  been  renewed;  and,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  committee,  sound  puliry  dues  not  require  that  they  should  be  extended. 

The  act  of  April  12,  1814,  (vol.  4,  p.  680,)  directs  that  Mary  Cheever  should,  from  that  time,  be  paid 
out  of  the  navy  pension  fund,  during  her  life,  twenty-five  dollars,  quarter-yearlj^,  "as  a  gratuity  from 
Congress,  on  account  of  the  distinguished  bravery  and  services  of  her  two  sons,  John  Cheever  and  Joseph 
Cheever,  who  were  seamen  on  board  the  frigate  Constitution,  and  who  were  slain  at  the  capture  of  the 
British  frigate  Java." 

That  such  devotion  to  the  service  of  the  country,  as  was  exhibited  in  the  life  and  death  of  these  sea- 
men, should  be  rewarded  with  that  most  durable  of  all  monuments — a  record  in  the  statute  books  of  a  free 
people,  is  natural  and  right;  but  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  Congress  should  divert  this/u)?rf  to  the  purpose 
of  gratuities,  even  to  the  mother  of  such  children,  when  they  had  at  their  disposal  the  general  treasury. 

The  act  of  April  2,  1816,  (vol.  6,  p.  27,)  requires  to  be  placed  on  the  pension  rolls  of  the  fund  those 
persons  who  ivere  wounded  at  Dartmoor  prison,  in  England,  in  the  month  of  April,  1815;  also,  the  widows 
and  children  of  such  as  were  killed,  or  who  died  in  consequence  of  wounds  received  there;  and  the  act  pre- 
scribes no  limitation  as  to  the  amount  or  duration,  except  as  it  declares  "that,  in  the  allowance  of  pen- 
sions to  the  persons  aforesaid,  the  regulations  established  by  law,  in  relation  to  the  placing  persons  on 
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the  list  of  navy  pensioners,  be  observed,"  and  the  act  to  take  effect  from  April  6,  1815.  The  act  of 
Marcii  3,  1830,  (laws,  p.  39,)  grants  a  pension  to  Abigail  Appleton,  whose  husband  died  with  the  small-pox 
at  Dartmoor.     The  case  was  supposed  to  fall  within  the  equity  of  the  act  of  April  2,  1810. 

The  committee  will  now  advert  to  the  acts  for  the  management  of  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  fund. 

The  tenth  section  of  tiie  act  of  April  23,  1800,  (vol.  3,  p.  361,)  enacts  "  that  the  said  (navy  pension) 
fund  shall  be  under  the  management  and  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  the  Secretary  of  War,  for  the  time  being,  who  are  hereby  authorized  to  receive  any  sums 
to  whicii  the  United  States  may  be  entitled,  from  the  sale  of  prizes,  and  employ  and  invest  the  same,  and 
the  interest  arising  therefrom,  in  any  manner  which  a  majority  of  them  may  deem  most  advantageous: 
and  it  shall  he  the  duty  of  the  said  commissioners  to  lay  before  Congress,  annually,  in  the  first  iveek  of  their 
session,  a  minute  statement  of  their  proceedings  relative  to  the  management  of  said  fund." 

Tiie  act  of  March  26,  1804,  (vol.  3,  p.  615,)  provides  that  the  money  accruing-  to  the  fund  shall  be 
paid  to  and  disbursed  by  the  TreasiiriT  nl'  tin;  United  States;  that  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  should 
direct  suits  to  recover  moneys  due  tin'  riind;  that  the  commissioners  should  appoint  a  secretary,  to  perform 
all  duties  in  relation  to  the  fund  tin  y  .sliwuld  r.quire  of  him,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  fund  a  salary  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  a  year;  and  fli at  the  commissioners  of  the  fund  make  such  regulations  as  should 
appear  expedient,  for  the  adinissiiii  m1' j.iTSdii.s  on  the  roll  of  navy  pensioners,  and  for  the  payment  of  the 
pensions.  If  more  eiScient  means  can  iic  n(iiiir(>d  to  enable  the  commissioners  of  the  fund  to  secure  its 
interests,  they  will  be  found  in  the  a.d  cf  A[)ril  16,  1816,  (vol.  6,  p.  64  to  66.) 

In  the  execution  of  the  duties  enjoined  on  the  commissioners  by  the  last  clause  of  the  tenth  section 
of  the  act  of  April  23,  1800,  they  have  made  an  annual  report,  which  has  not  usually  been  received  until 
January  or  February.  The  defects  in  this  report  were  pointed  out  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs  to  the  House  of  Eepresentatives,  of  March  2,  1829;   (reports  of  the  House,  No.  104.) 

In  the  reports  made  since  that  time,  these  defects  have  been  supplied  in  all  new  cases,  and  as  far  as 
practicable  in  all  old  ones;  and  the  reports  will,  in  a  few  years,  serve  to  show  the  progress  of  the  fund, 
its  losses  and  gains,  and  the  operation  of  the  several  acts  granting  pensions  chargeable  thereon.  One 
defect  in  the  report,  not  then  pointed  out,  should  be  supplied,  by  stating  what  vessel  had  been  captured, 
and  by  what  vessel,  and  when  the  prize  was  taken  from  the  sale  of  which  the  prize  money  paid  in  shall 
have  arisen. 

By  a  reference  to  the  annual  report  for  1829,  dated  February  13,  1830, '(1st  session,  21st  Congress, 
document  No.  63,  page  49,)  the  losses  of  the  fund  may  be  stated: 

1.  In  commissions  and  brokerage,  mostly  paid  to  clerks  in  the  Navy  Department $4,944  18 

2.  Miscellaneous  charges  for  blanks,  printing,  &c 552   1 7 

3.  In  Columbia  Bank  stock,  considered  as  a  loss  to  the  fund,  (vide  page  40)  to 99,502   60 

4.  Brokerage  paid  in  1830,  (vide  annual  report,  January  27,  1831,  House  document  No.  75,).  194  52 

In  some  cases  of  the  purchases  of  stock,  where  brokerage  has  been  paid,  as  in  the  last  item,  a  saving 
to  the  fund  has  been  made  by  the  discount;  but  the  moneys  of  the  fund  are  hazarded,  and  its  income  ren- 
dered uncertain,  by  these  repeated  investments.  The  loss  in  the  Columbia  Bank  stock,  too,  is  a  strong' 
admonition  against  any  stockjobbin'^-  in  the  fund.  To  save  these  commissions  and  avoid  these  losses,  as 
well  as  render  the  income  of  the  fund  rc-idar  and  certain,  and  make  its  fiscal  concerns  of  management 
easy  and  simple  in  detail,  the  committee,  in  their  bill,  authorize  the  disposal  of  the  stocks  of  the  fund, 
and  limit  investment  in  stocks,  for  tlie  payment  of  which  the  public  faith  of  the  United  States,  or  of  some 
State,  is  pledged,  and  in  none  other.  Several  of  the  States,  in  aid  of  tin'ii'  inlt'rnal  improvements,  have 
erected  stocks  bearing  interest,  i-edeemable  after  many  years;  and  it  is  to  he  [iresumed  that  loans  of  this 
kind  will  be  made  every  year  by  some  of  the  States.  The  provisions  (if  Ih"  present  bill,  it  is  expected, 
will  enable  the  commissioners  to  invest  the  moneys  of  the  fund  in  some  of  these  stocks,  by  purchase  or 
loan,  on  good  terms;  and,  once  done,  the  management  of  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  fund  will  be  made  easy 
and  safe. 

The  present  state  of  the  fund  is  so  clearly  exhibited  in  the  annual  report  of  January  27,  1831,  (House 
document  No.  75,)  that  the  connnii will  ivfer  to  it  without  ivoeaiin--  its  details.  It  is  proper,  how- 
ever, to  remark,  that  a  careiul  conNider;' i  ion  oi'  till'  snlject  oliii--es  ilie  coiunii ttec  to  say  that,  in  their 
opini<)n,  the  revival  of  the  act  of  March  :;,  IslT,  would  create  a  charge  ujioii  the  fund  considerably  beyond  its 
income.      (Vide  their  report,  2d  session  I'Oili  ( '.aigress,  March  2, 1829,  House  of  Representatives,  No.  103.) 

On  principles  of  public  policy,  ihe  cMnmiitee  are  of  opinion  that  the  pensions  should  extend  to  all 
the  cases  of  the  death  of  the  Imshand  or  lallior,  caused  by  injuries  2:>eculiar  to  the  military  marine;  but 
they  do  not  think  that  a  iM'nsiini  should  be  proniised  isi  case's  where  the  death  of  the  husband  or  father 
occurs  from  a  causr  fnnnnnn.  nnhirul,  mnt  ii.-<it.i!ii/ inridm/ In /,:-rsons  in  the  civil  marine  or  merchant  ser- 
vice. To  illustrate  this  distinction,  the  conimiHee  would  renciik  that,  as  ships  in  the  naval  service  are 
better  built,  rigged,  manned,  and  navigated,  than  in  the  nuu'chant  service,  the  persons  on  board  are  less 
exposed  to  loss  of  life  froiu  the  siukiu'j,-  of  tiie  ship,  or  other  nautical  injuries,  than  those  in  the  civil 
marine.  The  same  remark  will  apply  to  ili  ■  superior  health  and  medical  attendance  in  the  navy;  and  in 
such,  and  the  like  cases,  no  ])ension  should  he  granted.  But  if  the  death  is  caused  by  injuries  military 
or  warlike  in  their  nature,  as  by  a  fall  or  other  injury  sustained  in,  and  by  reason  of,  an  engagement;  or 
if  the  death  should  be  from  drowning,  where  the  vessel  or. boat  is  sunk  by  reason  of  injuries  received  in 
any  engagement,  the  pension  appears  proper.  The  committee  have  sought  to  establish  this  rule  by  their 
bill;  and,  in  principle^  pnliry,  n\-  epial  jin-.Urr,  if  they  go  beyond  this  limit,  the  act  of  1817  should  be 
revived,  and  the  -^vidows  should  he  pla-.'ed  on  the  pension  list  of  all  who  die  of  diseases  contracted  or 
casiin/i,/  rrrri'i-nl  in  the  line  n/'  ilii'i/^  nr,  ill  iis  practical  effect,  the  United  States  should  ensure  against  every 
kind  of  d<'ath  of  persons  in  the  naval  sei'vice,  li\-  a  pension  to  his  widow  and  children. 

The  pensions  to  widows  have  been  limited  to  five  years,  and  during-  widowhood.  By  the  first  of 
these  limitations  the  pension  is  made  uncertain;  and,  if  withheld,  the  widow  is  supported  when  younger 
and  most  able  to  provide  for  herself,  and  left  unprovided  for  when  time  has  enfeebled  her,  and  buried  the 
friends  on  whom  she  might  once  have  doperidcd.  By  the  second  of  these  limitations,  marriages  are 
injuriously  discouraged.  The  connnif  Ice  propose  to  remedy  these  evils,  by  granting  the  pension  to  the 
widow  for  life,  as  a  feme  sole,  notwitlisianding  any  marriage.  Perhaps,  too,  this  is  the  best  provision 
for  the  children  while  young,  as  it  will  put  it  into  the  power  of  the  mother,  always  their  best  friend,  to 
aid  and  support  them,  notwithstanding  her  future  marriage. 

By  the  provisions  of  the  laws  already  cited,  the  public  faith  is  pledged  to  make  the  fund  equal  to  the 
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payment  of  the  half  pay  pensions  to  in\ali(K;  and  the  co'imiittec,  iii  the  l)ill  now  submitted,  provide  that 
invalid  pensions  may  be  paid  out  nf  the  puiieip  il  moiu  ^^  of  the  tuml,  if  the  im  ..me  sh  mid  b  ■  different. 
They  do  this    as  «  ,  11  to  pi, -.,  im    tli,   imbli,    1  utii     is  b  .  aiise  they  suppose  tli  .t   i"  M      imbursG 

the  fund  all  lis  1  „,  .    i.  ,  in  In,^  1 1,  s,    \\'mI,  hmn    uis,    li  an  these  payments     ,u 

\\s   UHl.hildiM,    l!   u'llo,    ^1  inledby  Law,   ai<.  (.piil   i  of  the 

t  lull   tiR  Lommni((    aiti  ml  to  oiade  the  pensions  so  a.s  to  .oi  .id  (I  ^  ..i., ,  m  every 
ite  shaie  ot   k  Ik  1,  A\liieh  will,   in  a  very  small  degree,  enhance  the  pittance  to 
^dueed,  leave  to  the  higher  a  respectable  pension. 
edueed  m  amount,  ainon"'  other,  for  these  reasons,  because: 
is  much  more  valuable  than  a  pension  for  yeais,  and  especially  when  the  limita- 
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:hieli  the  claimants  may  now  have  a  vested  rig-ht  are  not  intended  to  be  reduced 

fiiiifl  should  provo  insufficient;  and  the  committee  fear  that  the  income  of  the 

'  suriirioiit   to  piiy  the  pcii-i.iiis,  which,  after  the  passage  of  the  contemplated  act,  will  be 

if  tlh'y  citlici-  adoiii  a  liiuli.r  -'rade  of  pension  or  extend  it  to  other  classes. 

Ill'  of  tlie  fund  sliall  hi?  so  invested  as  to  secure  a  permanent  income  beyond  the  pen- 

irgeable  on  it,  Congress  may  increase  these  rates  of  pension  so  as  to  grade  them  in 

ordance  with  the  real  wants  of  the  widows  and  children,  and  especially  with  reference 

irphans. 

Many  difnculties  ajipear  to  have  arisen  in  giving  a  construction  to  the  repealing  section  of  the  act  of 
January  --'2.  1--24.  To  avi.id  those  difficulties,  the  committee  do  not  intend  to  affect  the  vesiecZ  j-tc/Zife  of 
any  ilaiinuui  to  a  iniisimi;  nor  ilo  they  intend  that  any  pension  to  a  widow,  child,  or  children,  shall  here- 
alter  he  ^Taiilod  for  any  cause  niiich  shall  accrue,  arise,  or  happen,  after  the  passage  of  the  hill  now  re- 
ported. llra\-v  am  araui's  of  pensions  have  heretofore  been  claimed  and  paid;  but,  in  the  case  of  pen- 
sions grantrd  lunhr  iho  hill  now  reported,  the  committee  design  they  should  commence  in  the  case  of 
children  from  tlio  doith  of  the  father  or  mother,  which  shall  last  happen,  and  in  the  case  of  a  widow,  from 
the  death  of  the  hushand,  in  no  case,  more  than  six  months  before  her  completion  of  the  proofs  on  which 
the  pension  is  granted. 


21sT  CoxGREss.]  No.    448.  [2n  Session. 

ON  CLAIM  TO  COMPENSATION  FOR   A   VESSEL  IMPRESSED  BY  A  NAVAL   OFFICER   INTO 
THE  UNITED  STATES  SERVICE  AND  DESTROYED  BY  THE  ENEMY. 

COMMUNICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    KEPRESENTATIVE3    FEBRUARY    18,    1831. 

Mr.  Carson,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was   referred  the  petition  of  George  K. 
Knight,   reported: 

The  petitioner,  previous  to  the  month  of  May,  1814,  was  the  owner  of  a  schooner  called  the 
"  Experiment,"  engaged  in  trade  in  the  Chesapeake  Bay  and  its  tributary  waters,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  George  McDuell.  He  alleges  that  he  gave  strict  orders  to  his  captain  not  to  do  anything  which 
would  expose  his  vessel  to  capture  by  the  British  forces,  which  then  infested  the  waters  of  the  Chesa- 
peake, nor  to  engage  in  any  improper  trade:  that,  while  said  vessel  was  proceeding  on  her  voyage  down 
the  river  Potomac,  she  was  stopped  by  the  commander  of  a  small  vessel-of-war  of  the  United  States,  and 
taken  into  the  public  service  as  a  look-out  vessel:  that  said  vessel  was  dispatched  by  the  conmiander  of 
the  T'liifid  Stat<>s  vessel-of-war  down  the  river  Potomac  to  look  out  for  British  ships-of-war,  which  were 
said  to  hi.  in  the  river:  that,  upon  turning  a  point  in  the  river,  she  suddenly  came  in  view  of  a  squadron 
of  P.ritish  ships:  that  the  captain  of  sa\d  schooner  endeavored  to  make  his  escape  by  running  into 
Yeocomico  i  rook,  but  in  doin^-  so  the  vessel  grounded,  and  was  next  morning  captured  by  the  enemy's 
barges,  and  hurnrd;  and  th./  piMitioner  claims  compensation  for  the  vessel  so  captured  and  destroyed. 
At  the  time  of  tlios.^  trauma,  lions  the  petitioner  resided  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  the  State  of  Maryland, 
and  was  engaged  in  luercautile  transactions;  but  that,  owing  to  this  and  many  other  heavy  losses  in 
trade,  he  was 'compelled  to  relinquish  his  business,  and  removed  to  the  western  part  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  assumed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer.  That  at  the  time  of  the  destruction  of  his  vessel,  a 
protest,  setting  forth  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  was  made  by  Captain  McDuell,  her  commander, 
which,  together  with  other  depositions  and  documents  in  the  case,  were  wholly  and  utterly  destroyed  by 
the  burning  of  his  dwelling-house,  on  the  10th  of  February,  1830.  The  fact  of  the  burning  of  the 
petitioner's  dwelling  is  fully  substantiated  by  a  large  number  of  his  neighbors. 

It  appears  from  documents  with  which  the  committee  have  been  furnished  by  the  Navy  Department, 
that  the  United  States  schooner  "Asp,"  under  the  command  of  Midshipman  Richard  Mackall,  was 
dispatched  from  the  Navy  yard  in  Washington,  on  the  13th  of  April,  1814,  to  Baltimore,  with  cannon, 
and  raft  of  mast  pieces  in  tow,  intended  for  the  United  States  frigate  "  Java,"  then  building  in  Baltimore: 
that,  after  the  departure  of  the  "  Asp  "  from  Washington,  the  Navy  Department  was  niformed  that  a 
British  squadron  was  lying  off  the  mouth  of  the  Potomac,  and  that  orders  were  thereupon  forwarded  to 
stop  her  further  progress.  On  the  29th  of  April,  the  commander  of  the  "Asp,"  in  a  letter  dated 
"Ludlow's  Landing,"  informed  Commodore  Tingey  that  he  had  obtained  certain  intelligence  that  the 
enemy's  squadron  was  at  anchor  a  small  distance  below  Blackstone's  Island,  in  the  Potomac,  and  that,  for 
safety  of  the  raft,  &c.,  he  should  move  further  up  the  river.  _        „  ttt    i  • 

It  appears  from  the  depositions  of  Captain  McDuell,  who  now  resides  in  the  city  of  Washington, 

taken  March  29th  and  April  8th,  1830,  that  while  the  Asp  was  thus  lying  in  the  Potomac,  arrested  in  her 

voyage  and  beleaguered  by  the  enemy,  the  vessel  of  the  petitioner,  pursuing  a  voyage  from  Alexandria, 

in  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  St.  Mary's,  on  the  Potomac,  was  hailed  by  the  Asp,  and  informed  that  the 

VOL.    HI 115  L 
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enemy  were  in  the  Potomac  below;  iipon  which  the  "Experiment"  cast  anchor  alongside  of  the  Asp,  the 
commander  of  which  stated  that,  as  his  vessel  was  not  a  swift  sailer,  and  being  encumbered  with  a  raft 
in  tow,  the  preservation  of  which  was  of  much  consequence,  he  was  desirous  of  eimauin--  a  fast  sailing 
vessel,  such  as  the  Experiment,  as  a  look-out  vessel  to  proceed  down  the  river  and  vc<  .iiin  litre  tin'  enemy: 
that  he  (Captain  McDuell)  having  other  people's  property  on  board,  and  positive  or.l<is  IVom  his  owners 
not  til  risk  or  endan^-er  his  vessel,  declined  the  service.  Upon  which  the  commander  of  the  Asp  informed 
him  that  he  >.vas  ar.tli  nized  to  employ  a  vessel  to  look  out,  if  he  found  it  necessary  to  do  so,  and  there- 
npnii  positivii\  ni-ijrrril  him  to  proceed  down  the  river  to  reconnoitre:  that  he  then  considered  that  he  had 
no  further  ilisi  rrtimi  in  the  case,  as  he  considered,  in  fact,  his  vessel  and  himself  impressed  into  the 
public  service,  bv  a  force  which  he  had  in  it  tiie  ability,  if  the  inclination,  to  oppose:  that  he  did  proceed 
on  the  service  assigned  him,  and  wi'nt  c:iiitiiiusly  down  the  river  as  far  as  Piney  Point,  keeping  as  near 
the  shore  as  pnssible.  On  turiiini;-  tii--  pMint.  in  the  dusk  of  the  evening,  he  suddenly  discovered  the 
enemy's  squadron,  and  was  comphtily  wiiliin  their  power:  that  not  being  able  to  return,  the  wind  blow- 
ing down  the  river,  he  ran  across  th'^  livci  and  endeavored  to  gain  Yeocomico  creek,  in  doing  which  he 
grounded;  and  that  every  exertion  t"  -if  tln'  vessel  ofi"  proving  fruitless,  she  was  captured  next  morning 
by  the  enemy's  barges,  who  also  IViiith'ssiy  (  iideavored  to  get  her  off,  after  which  she  was  fired  and 
destroyed.  Captaiii  Mcl)n<'ll  also  stales  that  ne  consideration  would  have  induced  him  to  have  ventured 
his  vessel  in  the  service  had  lie  lat  liejieved  (hat  he  was  bound  to  do  so  by  the  orders  of  the  officer  of  the 
government,  lieing,  as  he  ciiiicei\-ed,  legally  impressed  into  the  public  service,  and  that  he  could  have 
reached  his  place  "of  destination  in  safety.  lie  further  states  that,  shortly  after  the  capture  and  destruc- 
tion of  the  Experiment,  he  entered  a  protest  before  the  collector  of  the  port  of  Yeocomico,  which  he  sent 
to  his  owners  in  Baltimore. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  observe  that  the  respectability  of  the  character  of  Captain  McDuell  is 
honorable  gentlemen  of  the  city  of  Washington. 

■land  county,  Virginia,  states  that  he  was  on  the  shore  when  Captain 
oner,  who  then  made  the  same  representations  with  respect  to  his  being 
vice  as  are  set  forth  in  his  deposition,  which  Mr.  Robinson  states  he  has 

g  justice  of  Westtnoreland  county  court,  states  that  he  recollects  the  cir- 
U'X  f>n  shore,  raptured,  and   destroyed:  that   a  company  of  United  States 

troops  and  a    coinpaiiv  of  nil  lit  ia,  stationed    in  the   neiuhlmrl d,  wiait    to   her  defence:  that  he  has  seen 

Cai.iaiii  MeDneirs  st;',iein<ail,  and  that  he  has  not  tl-  least  doulit    it  is  iierfeetly  correct. 

(.'aptain  Alien  S,  Dozier  states  that  he  was  in  comniand  of  a  coin]iaiiy  of  militia,  stationed  a  little 
above  the  month  of  Yeocomico  creek;  saw  the  schooner  on  shore:  that  Captain  McDuell  called  upon  him 
for  assistance  to  get  her  off:  that  part  of  his  company  went  on  board,  used  all  the  means  in  their  power, 
during  the  ni.ght,  but  without  success:  that  she  was  captured  next  iiiornin.L;-  and  destroyed:  and  that,  to 
'      '         (if  his    recollection.  Captain  ^McDuell  mad.'  a   f.riiial  protest   belore  tlie   collector  of  Yeocomico, 

^  lieutenant  and  hiiiia  :t',  seitinu'  forth  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 

■rs  stales  that  he  cominanded  a  i-oin|iaiiy  of  the  United  States  troops  sta- 
the  jilace  where  the  \  sx'l  was  (h.-stroyed:  that,  upon  discovering  she  was 
:  that  a  laru'e  armed  !iar,L;-e,  under  cover  of  a  heavy  armed  schooner,  was 
approachin.u':  that  all  was  (hme  in  her  defen.'e  with  miiskeiry,  \yhich  time  and  circumstances  permitted: 
and  that,  diirin--  the  conijict,  ('aptain  Mclhiell  behaved  with  lirmness,  and  manifested  a  determination  to 
defend  his  vessel  to  the  last.  Captain  Rogers  also  states  that,  after  the  vessel  was  abandoned  by  the 
enemy,  he  boarded  her,  with  a  view  to  extinguish  the  fire,  but  that  all  endeavors  to  do  so  were  fruitless: 
that  the  vessel  appeared  to  be  from  eighty  to  a  hundred  tons'  burthen,  in  good  condition,  worth  from  two 
to  three  thmisand  dollars. 

The  lion,  .bihn  Taliaferro,  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  certifies,  in  writing,  to  the  high  standing 
and  respei'tahility  of  the  characters  of  Mr.  Robinson,  Mr.  Murphy,  Captain  Dozier,  and  Captain  Ro,gers. 
From  this  statement  of  facts,  which  are  amply  sustained  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  follow- 
That  th  '  Mssel  of  the  iietitioncr  was  captured  and  destroyed  by  the  enemy:  that  such  capture  and 
destruction  would  not.  iirobahly,  have  taken  place,  if  the  commander  of  the  United  States  ship  Asp  had 
not  iuteriered  with  the  voyau-e  of  the  vessel,  by  taking  her  and  her  eommander  into  his  service  to  recon- 
tii  protect  hiin-elf'and  the  public  pniperty  under  his  charge. 
iiid  ('a]itaiii  Mcl>iiell  makes  oath  to  the  fact,  that  his  orders  were  strict  and 
pi  lire  |iy  the  enemy,  nor  to  do  anything  which  would  be  likely  to  endanger 
I  under  these  orders,  and  from  the  declarations  of  Captain  McDuell,  it  is  fair 
!  informed  of  the  neighborhood  of  the  enemy,  he  would  have  withdrawn  up  the 
;  as  would  have  assured  the  safety  of  the  vessel.  This,  he  states, 
iliressment  into  the  public  service.  Whether  that  impressment  was 
legal  or-not,  it  is  not  for  the  committee  )iow  to  determine;  it  is  sufficient  to  state  that  it  was  the  common 
practice  at  the  time,  i\,Y  ol'liccas  of  any  grade,  both  in  the  military  and  naval  ttrm  of  the  service,  to 
impress  pri\aitc  propiaty  into  the  public  service,  and  indemnity  has  been  made  in  many  such  cases;  and 
the  captain  alleges  that,  according  to  the  received  opinions,  and  the  practice  of  the  times,  he  did  not 
consider  himself  as  having  any  option  or  discretion  left,  after  he  was  told  by  the  commander  of  the  Asp 
that  he  had  authority  to  impress  his  vessel  or  any  other  vessel  into  his  service,  and  was  ordered  to  pro- 
ceed in  tlie  discharge  of  duties  appointed  for  him.  It  appears  he  did  proceed  in  the  discharge  of  these 
duties;  and  it  was  in  their  discharge  that  the  vessel  was  captured  and  destroyed. 

Although  the  commander  of  the  Asp  might  not  have  had  authority  from  his  superior  officers  to  impress 
the  vessel  of  the  petitioner  into  the  public  service,  yet  it  should  be  recollected  he  was  charged  with  a 
highly  imiiortaut  service,  upon  the  successful  execution  of  which  depended  the  fitting  out  for  sea  one  of 
the  frigate-,  i.l  the  IHited  States;  it  was,  therefore,  praiseworthy  in  him  to  take  all  measures  of  precau- 
tion wiiich,  in  his  ju.lgment,  would  tend  to  the  preseva'tion  of  the  valuable  property  in  his  charge,  and 
fur  its  ultimate  sale  arrival  at  the  place  of  its  destination.  One  of  these  measures  was,  in  his  opinion, 
to  take  and  disjiatch  a  iast-sailing  vessel  down  the  river  to  ascertain  the  fact  of  an  enemy's  neighbor- 
hood, so  as  to  enable  him  to  decide  whether  it  would  be  safe  to  proceed,  or  best  to  return  up  the  river. 
The  measure  resulted  in  the  preservation  of  the  public  property,  and  in  the  subservience  of  the  public 
interest,  and  in  the  loss  of  the  property  of  the  petitioner.     Had  Mr.  Mackall,  the  commander  of  the  Asp, 
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neglected  to  take  any  or  all  mcasnvcs  within  his  power  to  assure  the  safety  of  his  important  chara-e  it  is 
believed  he  would  have  been  justly  obnoxious  to  censure;  and  if,  in  doing  what  under  the  i)cculia'r  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  he  miglit  have  conceived  to  be  his  duty,  the  public  interest  was  pioi.vicj  and 
that  of  the  petitioner  sacrificed,  it  is  lielieved  that  a  due  regard  for  public  justice  requires  tlial  \\u'  ilaiii- 
age  sustained  by  the  petitioner  should  be  made  good.     With  these  views,  the  committee  rei.ui-t  a  Ij,1I  f,.r 


relief 


21st  Congress.]  No.  449.  [2d  Session. 

ON  THE  EEGULATION  AND  TROPER  DISTRIBUTION  OF  THE  CONTINGENT  EXPENSES  OF 
THE  NAVY  AND  OF  THE  NAVY  DEPARTMENT. 

C03l:.U;XICATED    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    KEPKESENTATIVES    FEBRUARY    22,     1831. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Shepperd,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Expenditures  of  the  Navy,  reported: 

During  the  year  embracing  the  last  quarter  of  1829  and  the  three  first  quarters  of  1830,  there  was 
reported  and  allowed  by  the  prop;--  n-  •  in;^:;:  r  ,.?^  \  ■: .  the  sum  of  $384,868.'75  on  account  of  contingent 
expenses  of  the  navy,  a  large  pn-ii     n     i  .  :  ajiidicable  to  other  years  than  that  in  Mdiich  it 

was  settled  and  allowed.     The  i.  ,:  in Mt  the  proper  distribution  of  this  expenditure, 

with  reference  to  the  respective  da  I.  ■  i-  \'m;   '.  i;   i     .  :i.i  i -(■able: 

Contingent  before  1824 $407  T9 

Contingent  for  1824 96  12 

Contingent  for  1825 '.  141  55 

Contingent  for  1826 2,998  54 

Contingent  for  1827 9 ,  421   03 

Contingent  for  1828. , 68,660   75 

Contingent  for  1829 218,032  88 

Contingent  for  1830 85, 120  59 


Total $384,868  75 


By  adverting  to  the  accounts  in  detail,  your  connnittee  perceive  that  "traveling  expenses"  of  the 
ofiieers  and  agents  of  tiie  navy  is  an  item  of  very  'V  :  -  ,1  ->  :;,  ,  a  ,  amounting,  in  the  aggregate,  to 
no   inccnsiderablc   proportion  of  the  whole  expeia  ,  .,  i  :    i!:    a    i.    .al   made   to   the   last  session  of 

Congress,  your  committee  adverted  to  the  great  in^  ,,      ,    i    ;  ha- this  and  other  heads  of  expen- 

diture, had  previously  obtained,  and  which  had  lu^  a  ... ,.  ;>  A  i  v  ih.  {hen  practice  of  the  Department, 
and  particularly  by  requiring  a  reasonable  computation  of  distance  to  be  charged  for,  and  making  the 
compensation  correspond  as  nearly  as  practicable  tcTthe  traveling  expense  actually  and  regularly  incurred 
by  tlie  officer  or  agent  of  the  Department.  In  the  account  now  under  consideration,  they  perceive  no 
departure  from  this  rule,  but,  on  the  contrary,  they  are  satisfactorily  assured  that  in  future  there  will 
be  a  still  further  saving  to  the  government  under  tliis  head  of  contingent  expenditure,  by  discontinuing 
allowances  to  the  disbursing  officers  of  the  navy  while  happening  to  attend  at  the  seat  of  government 
for  tlie  settlement  of  tlieir  accounts.  Hitherto,  traveling  and  per  diem  allowances  were  regularly  made 
thein  upon  the  certificate  of  the  accounting  officers  that  their  attendance  was  necessary  for  the  explana- 
tion of  their  respective  accounts;  but  if,  imfortunately,  the  skill  and  regu^rity  employed  by  any  of  these 
officers  in  the  transaction  of  their  official  duties,  had  been  such  as  to  obviate  all  difficulty  in  understanding 
and  passing  upon  their  accounts,  then  and  in  that- case  these  faithful  and  efficient  agents  of  the  Depart- 
ment wciuld  not  be  entitled  to  any  allowance,  because  they  could  not  obtain  the  necessary  certificate.  It 
does  appear  to  your  committee  that  such  a  practice  can  but  have  operated  as  an  encouragement  to 
negligence,  and  a  reward  to  habits  of  official  irregularity.  They  therefore  entirely  approve  of  its 
discontinuance. 

There  is  at  present  a  laudable  effort  manifested  by  the  Department  to  observe  the  several  laws 
making  appropriations  for  its  support  and  regulating  its  c  nduct,  by  carefully  confining  the  disburse- 
ment of  moneys  drawn  from  the  Treasury  to  the  precise  object  of  the  requisition,  and  not  permitting  its 
expenditure  under  any  other  head  of  appropriation.  In  this  way,  great  irregularities  in  the  accounts  of 
the  Department  will  be  avoided,  and  the  accountability  of  its  disbursing  officers  more  certainly  secured. 

For  the  expenditures  of  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  the  last  .year,  your  committee 
would  refer  to  the  letter  of  that  officer,  and  the  accompanying  certificates  of  the  Comptroller.  From  these 
documents  it  will  appear  that,  biit  for  a  deficiency  under  the  late  administration  of  the  Department, 
instead  of  three  thousand  dollars,  (the  usual  appropriation,)  two  thousand  would  be  sufficient  for  the 
year  1831.  And  although  this  may  be  looked  upon  as  but  a  small  matter  in  itself,  your  committee  can 
but  regard  it  as  the  evidence  of  a  more  extended  econoiny,  embraciiig,  as  they  believe  it  does,  the  entire 
administration  of  the  pecuniary  concerns  of  the  navy. 


Na-s^  Department,  February  8,  1831. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor,  in  compliance  with  your  verbal  request,  to  report  that  the  contingent  fund  of 
this  Department,  applicable  to  the  year  1830,  consisted  of  the  following  sums,  viz: 
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Bcalance  in  the  ag'ent's  hands  on  the  14th  of  January,  1830,  as  per  last  report  of  20th  April,  1830         §18  92 

Amount  in  the  Treasury,  refunded  by  former  agent 66  89 

Appropriated  by  act  of  the  18th  March,  1830 3,000  00 

$3,085  81 
There  has  been  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  under  requisitions  approved  by  the 

Department,  within  the  year  1830 ^ $2,066  89 

To  which  add  amount  in  agent's  hands  on  the  14th  January,  1830 18  92 

2,085  81 

Which,  deducted  from  the  above,  left  a  balance  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  1st  Jan.,  1831,  of.   ^1,000  00 

The  disbursements  to  the  1  ttli  of  January,  1831,  by  the  agent,  on  account  of  the  contingent  expenses 
of  this  office  for  the  vear  1S3(I,  aniDUiited  t<i  $1,959.17,  which,  deducted  from  the  amount  drawn,  &c.,  left 
a  balance  in  his  lianlls  of  Sl^ddl,  which,  added  to  the  balance  of  $1,000  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  Jan- 
uary makes  $1,126. (it  availalilc  tu  niccl  ihc  diiiiands  of  1831,  in  addition  to  tiie  appropriation  of  $3,000 
estirnated  to  beniadc  for  the  present  vear.  It  will  be  recollected  that  it  was  stated  in  the  last  report  to 
your  committee  that  t-laims  i-emained  unpaid  to  the  a.mount  of  $724.51,  contracted  under  the  former 
administration.'  It  is  tni'  th'sire  nl'  l!ie  |te]>;irlnient  to  settle  them  out  of  the  balance  of  the  appropriation 
for  1830.  Il;id  thnse  ehiiins  not  have  lemaiiied  unpaid,  instead  of  the  usual  appropriation  of  $3,000  on 
account  of  the  emitinueiit  e.xpee.ses  of  this  elliee,  $2,000  would  have  been  amply  sufficient  for  the  present 
year  in  addivioii  to  the  liahuiee  in  the  Treasury.  The  agent's  accounts  have  been  rendered  and  adjusted 
at  the  Treasury,  and  are  in  agreement  with  the  official  settlements,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  copies  of  the 
Comptroller's  letters  to  him  on  the  subject,  which  are  herewith  enclosed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  JOHN  BRANCH. 

The  Hon.  A.  H.  Sheppeed,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Expenditures  in  the  Navy  Department. 


Tre.\sury  Department,  Comptroller'' s  Office,  August  9,  1830. 
Sir:  Your  account  of  expenditures  from  the  22d  of  February  to  the  1st  of  April,   1830,  for  books, 
printing,   stationery,  and  extra  clerk  hire,  &c.,  including  the  cost  of  keeping  the  messenger's  horse  for 
the  said  period,  has  been  adjusted  at  the  Treasury,  and  a  balance  of  $36.65  found  due  to  the  United 
States  from  you,  as  per  account  rendered. 

It  is  deemed  necessary  that,  in  future,  your  contingent  accounts  be  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy. 

Respectfully,  JOS.  ANDERSON,  Comptroller. 

Mr.  Christopher  Andrews,  Agent,  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Tre.\sury  Department,  Comptroller's  Office,  September  16,  1830. 
Sir:  Your  account  of  expenditures  from  the  5th  April  to  the  2d  August,  1830,  for  books,  printing, 
stationery,  newspapers,  and  extra  clerk  hire,  &c.,  including  the  cost  of  keeping  the  messengai-'s  horse 
from  the'  Ist  April  to  the  30th  June,  1830,  has  beea  adjusted  at  the  Treasury,  and  a  balance  of  $74.71 
found  due  to  the  United  States  from  you,  corresponding  with  the  balance  stated  in  your  account  ren- 
dered. 

Respectfully,  JOS.  ANDERSON,   Comptroller. 

Mr.  Christopher  ANDRE\ys,  Agent,  Office  of  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Treasury  Department,  Comptroller'' s  Office,  October  29,  1830. 
Sir:  Your  account  of  expenditures  from  the  3d  August  to  the  7th  October,  1830,  for  fuel,  books, 
stationery,  printing,  newspapers,  repairs  of  office,  furniture,  and  extra  clerk  hire,  &c.,  including  the  cost 
of  keeping  the  messenger's  horse  for  the  months  of  August  and  September,  1830,  has  been  adjusted  at 
the  Treasury   and  a  balance  of  $74.65  found  due  to  the  United  States  from  you. 

Respectfully,  .  JOS.  ANDERSON,  Comptroller. 

Mr.  Christopher  Andrews,  Agent,  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Treasury  Department,  Comptroller's  Office,  February  10,  1831. 
Sir:  Your  account  of  expenditures  from  the  8th  October,  1830,  to  the  14th  January,  1831,  for  fuel, 
books,  printing,  stationery,  newspapers,  repairs  of  office  furniture,  and  extra  clerk  hire,  &c.,  including 
the  cost  of  keeping  the  messenger's  horse  for  the  months  of  October,  November,  and  December,  1830,  has 
been  adjusted  at  the  Treasury,  and  a  balance  of  $126.64  found  due  to  the  United  States  from  you,  cor- 
responding with  the  balance  exhibited  in  your  account  rendered. 

Respectfully,  JOS.  ANDERSON,  Comptroller. 

Col.  Christopher  Andrews,  Agent,  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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21sT  CoxGREss.]  No.   450.  [2d  Session. 

ON  THE  ACQUISITION  OF  SUITABLE  LAND  FOR  THE  CULTIVATION  OF  LIVE  OAK 
TIMBER,  NEAR  FENSACOLA,  FLORIDA,  AND  THE  MEANS  OF  PRESERVING  THAT 
TIMBER,  FOR  THE  USE  OF  THE  NAVY. 

CO-MJIUXICATED    TO    THE    HOl'SE    OF    REPRESEXTATIVES    FEBRUARY    26,     ISSL 

Mr.  IIoFFMAX,  fi-om  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
tlie  Navy,  of  January  7,  1831,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House,  of  December  16,  1830, 
reported: 

That  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration.  In  the  investigation  of  tiie  subject,  they  found  it 
necessary  to  make  the  call  for  further  information,  contained  in  the  letter  of  their  chairman  to  the  Secre- 
tary m/  i;,,.  \,..,  N .  , ,;  I-,  liruary  1,  1831;  and  they  refer  to  his  reply  of  February  T,  1831. 

i  '  .  -  li  :  -1  the  House,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  was  required  to  furnish  the  information 
<■  ::  '  :  li'I  the  papers  sent  with  it.     His  letter  of  January  8,  1831,  contains  a  statement 

of  I:;.,  aiuiiwiuy  uiiuo  which  the  purchase  of  the  live  oak  lands  at  Pensacola  has  lx>en  made,  and  the 
construction  adopted  by  the  Department  at  different  times,  in  relation  to  the  authority  t"  iiial;c  smh 
purcliases;  the  contracts  for  such  lands;  the  conveyances  therefor;  the  consideration  iiitmcy  paiil  i  nricior; 
to  whiun  and  when.  On  these  points,  the  information  afforded  is  specially  referred  to  in  tlic  Intci-,  and 
correcting,  as  the  committ<'i'  ha\c  dmu'.  by  a  note  on  the  back  of  the  papers,  any  erroneous  reference  to 
them.     The  letter  makes  details  mi  ihc  i)art  of  the  committee  unnecessary. 

As  respects  the  value  oi  th'sc  hinds,  the  information  given  is  less  satisfactory.  Further  examination 
is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  cdunriittee,  necessary  to  decide  on  the  fitness  and  value  of  these  lands  for  the 
purposes  of  supplying  live  oak. 

It  is  perfectly  competent  for  the  Executiv  ■  to  cause  the  fullest  inquiry  and  examinations  to  be  made 
of  these  and  all  other  lands  for  live  oak  purposes,  without  further  legislation  on  the  part  of  Congress. 

On  the  point  whether  these  lands  are  of  a  quality,  and  so  situated  atid  timbered,  as  to  make  them  a 
proper  location  for  a  live  oak  nursery,  the  information  given  is  in  some  respects  uncertain,  and  in  some 
instances  contradictory.  The  agents  appointed  by  the  late  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  after  full  examination, 
decide  against  the  location  as  bad  in  soil,  and  not  advantageous  in  timber. 

Under  these  circumstances,  before  large  sums  are  expended  on  this  or  any  other  location,  the  com- 
mittee advise  the  most  careful  and  satisfactory  examinations,  and  the  final  selection  of  those  sites  which 
combine  the  advantages  of  the  sea  breeze,  proper  soil,  and  a  thrifty  growth  of  young  live  oaks,  in  situa- 
tions as  free  as  may  be  from  the  incursions  and  fires  of  fishermen  and  hunters,  and  where  the  timber  may 
be  secured  against  intruders  to  cut  it  for  home  consumption  or  export.  The  means  in  the  power  of  the 
Department  to  make  these  examinations  are  abundant,  and  the  disposition  to  do  so  most  clearly 
expressed. 

Some  question  has  been  made  respecting  the  efficiency  of  the  conveyances  for  these  lands,  the  title 
and  claims  to  dower  in  them;  and  there  may  arise  questions  as  to  the  trusts  or  purposes  for  which  they 
are  in  the  deeds  stated  to  be  purchased,  and  in  whom  the  legal  estate  is  vested.  The  committee  would 
recdnimend  in  this,  as  in  every  other  case  of  a  |uirchasc  d'  land,-,  that  all  the  conveyances  and  title  deeds 
be  referred  to  the  Attorney  General  for  his  (.pini.in;  and  tliat  tlir  Srtadary  of  the  Navy  obtain,  as  far  as 
he  may  ba  able,  from  all  persons,  such  furtlicr  and  ..tin  i-  .muv.  yaii.cs  and  assurances  as  the  Attorney 
General  shall  advise,  to  vest  in  the  United  States  the  legal  and  equitable  estate  in  the  said  lands.  Mr. 
"White,  by  whom  they  have  been  conveyed,  has  expressed  to  the  committee  his  readiness  to  make  any 
further  conveyance  whicli  the  Attorney  General  shall  advise,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  lato 
Secretary  will' cheerfully  do  the  same.  At  present,  therefore,  it  is  supposed  no  legislation  is  necessary 
on  this  point. 

The  most  material  part  of  tlie  subject  is  tliat  which  relates  to  the  quantity  of  live  oak,  and  the  pre- 
servation of  it  for  naval  purposes. 

The  powers  of  the  Executive  over  these  subjects  are  declared  in  the  "acts  making  reservation  of 
certain  public  lands  to  supply  the  timber  for  naval  purposes,"  of  March  1,  1817,  (vol.  6,  p.  174;)  and  the 
"  act  to  amend  an  act  making  reservation  of  certain  public  lands  for  naval  purposes,  passed  the  1st  of 
March,  1817,"  of  May  15,  1820,  (vol.  6,  p.  542;)  and  the  "act  for  the  gradual  improvement  of  the  navy 
of  the  United  States,"  of  March  3,  1827,  (vol.  7,  p.  603.) 

The  penalties  provided  for  the  preservation  of  live  oak  and  cedar  timber,  by  the  act  of  March  1,  1817, 
appear  to  be  sufficient  as  to  all  lands  to  which  they  extend ;  but  doubts  may  be  raised  as  to  their  appli- 
cation to  the  lands  subsequently  acquired  by  the  United  States,  which  would  include  the  whole  coast  of 
Florida.  To  remove  these  doubts,  the  committee  report  a  bill  extending  these  penalties  to  injuries  to  the 
timber  on  any  lands  acquired  or  to  t>e  acquired  for  naval  purposes. 

The  means  provided  for  reserving  proper  portions  of  the  public  lands  for  the  preservation  and  growth 
of  live  oak  appear  to  be  adequate,  and  no  legislation  on  the  subject  is  necessary. 

In  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  of  February  7,  1831,  is 
a  statement  of  the  reservations  made,  and  the  measures  pursued  and  pursuing  to  ascertain  the  quantity 
of  live  oak,  and  for  the  preservation  thereof.  This  letter  refers  to  many  of  the  papers  containing  the 
information'  in  detail.  Two  of  these,  E  and  H,  specifying  the  localities  of  the  timber,  the  committee  have 
returned  to  the  Department,  considering  the  letter  as  sufficiently  particular  on  this  part  of  the  subject. 

In  that  letter,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  states  that  "the  preservation  of  the  forests  of  young  live 
oak  in  common  with  other  trees  of  larger  growth,  has  been  recommended  to  Congress  as  an  object  to  be 
prosecuted  with  an  active  and  undeviating  purpose,  and  to  this  object  the  Department  feels  itself  bound 
to  devote  the  most  unremitting  attention." 

The  means  to  effect  these  purposes  are  deemed  sufficient;  and  though  there  may  be  no  necessity  for 
growino-  the  oak  from  the  acorns  at  this  time,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  examinations  of  the 
public  and  other  lands,  to  ascertain  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  live  oak,  should  be  prosecuted  with 
increased  industry  and  adequate  force.     Extensive  locations  and  reservations  should  be  made  with  all 


918  N  A  V  A  L    A  F  F  A  I  R  S  .  [Xo.  450. 

possible  dispatch,  and  the  most  efficient  moans  should  be  adopted  to  preserve  the  live  oak  on  all  such 
lands,  and  to  encourage  and  facilitate  the  growth  of  the  young  live  oaks. 


Na-^-y  Department,  January  7,  1831. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  liepresentatives,  of  the  16th 
of  December,  1830,  to  transmit  the  following  report.  The  documents  accompanying  it  afford  all  the 
information  in  the  possession  of  the  Department,  or  within  its  control,  called  for,  and  tending  to  explain 
the  subjects  embraced  in  the  resolution. 

The  papers  in  the  file  marked  A,  and  numbered  from  1  to  21  inclusive,  are  copies  of  the  correspon- 
dence between  the  Department  and  the  superintendent  and  overseer  of  the  live  oak  plantation  near 
Pensacola,  in  Florida,  required  by  the  first  branch  of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
above  referred  to. 

By  an  extract,  marked  B,  from  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  dated  December  1,  182T,  it  appears  that  the  purchase  of  land  having  timber  on  it  was  one  of  the 
purposes  to  which  he  intended  to  apply  the  appropriation  granted  in  March,  1827,  for  the  gradual 
improvement  of  the  navy. 

Paper  marked  C,  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  honorable  Joseph  M.  "White,  delegate  from  Florida, 
dated  January  29,  1828,  offering  to  sell  eight  hundred  arpents  of  land  on  Santa  Rosa  Sound  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  for  the  consideration  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars,  and  proposing  to  purch.  se 
four  hundred  arpents  adjoining,  and  transfer  it  to  the  Secretary  upon  the  same  terms. 

D  is  a  copy  of  an  agreement  between  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  Joseph  M. 
White,  dated  29th  January,  1828,  in  which  the  latter  contracts  to  use  his  exertions  to  procure  and  make 
a  title  to  the  United  States  to  one  thousand  two  hundred  arpents  of  land  on  Santa  Rosa  Sound,  for  two 
thousand  seven  hundred  dollars,  eight  hundred  of  which  were  to  be  paid  on  that  day,  and  if  anything 
should  obstruct  the  execution  of  the  contract,  then  the  eight  hundred  dollars  were  to  be  considered  in 
full  f(n-  the  live  oak  on  eight  hundred  arpents  of  land  then  owned  by  him,  which  was  to  be  considered  as 
purchasi'd  from  that  date;  but  in  case  the  contract  was  consummated,  this  was  to  be  a  part  of  the  con- 
sideration fur  the  bnd. 

E  is  a  cdpy  of  a  deed  from  Joseph  M.  White  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  one  thousand  two 
hundred  ariicuts  ni  land,  dated  March  10,  1828,  for  a  consideration  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars.  F  is  a 
co;>y  iif  a  dcrd  iVmn  llniry  M.  Breckenridge,  dated  14tli  March,  1825,  conveying  to  said  Joseph  M.  White, 
for  a  cou^ideratiiin  of  four  hundred  and  seventy-two  dollars,  one  undivided  half  of  a  tract  of  land  con- 
taining eight  hundred  arpents,  confirmed  to  the  said  Breckenridge  by  the  United  States  land  commis- 
sioners. 

G  is  a  copy  of  a  deed,  dated  28th  of  January,  1828,  from  Henry  M.  Breckenridge  to  Joseph  M.  White, 
for  a  consideration  of  five  hundred  dollars,  for  four  hundred  arpents  of  land,  being  the  other  half  of  the 
tract  of  eight  hundred  arpents,  mentioned  in  paper  marked  F. 

H  is  a  copy  of  a  deed  executed  by  R.  K.  Call  and  wife,  on  the  6th  day  of  May,  1828,  conveying  to 
Joseph  M.  White,  for  a  consideration  of  five  hundred  dollars,  four  hundred  arpents  of  land,  adjoining  the 
land  of  H.  M.  Breckenridge,  &c.  These  lands,  four  hundred  arpents  of  which  were  purchased  the  day 
before  Mr.  White's  contract  was  made,  and  four  hundred  more  three  months  afterwards,  make  up  the 
tract  of  twelve  hundred  arpents  conveyed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  10th  March,  1828.  The 
deeds  show  that  the  four  hundred  purchased  of  Breckenridge,  and  the  four  hundred  bought  of  Call,  cost 
five  hundred  dollars  each,  and  in  tte  deed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  the  consideration  named  is  fifteen 
hundred  dollars. 

Paper  I  is  a  copy  of  Mr.  White's  account  as  settled  in  the  Fourth  Auditor's  office,  showing  that  he 
did  actually  receive  for  these  twelve  hundred  arpents  of  land  two  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars, 
according  to  hi%  original  contract,  marked  J.  There  were,  therefore,  paid  for  these  lands  one  thousand 
two  hundred  dollars  more  than  the  consideration  named  in  the  deed.  Of  the  sum  given,  eight  hundred 
dollars  were  paid  on  the  29th  of  January,  1828,  and  one  thousand  nine  hundred  dollars  on  the  22d  day  of 
March  following.  Though,  in  approving  this  account,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  stated  that  a  part  of 
the  money  was  paid  for  timber,  the  original  contracts,  and  the  account  itself,  represent  that  it  was  paid 
for  the  land. 

J  is  a  copy  of  articles  of  agreement  between  Samuel  L.  Southard  and  Joseph  M.  White,  dated  22d 
March,  1828,  by  which  the  latter  agrees  with  the  former  to  procure  and  make  to  him  title  to  two  tracts 
of  land,  supposed  to  contain  eighteen  hundred  arpents,  for  three  thousand  four  hundred  dollars,  or  at  the 
same  rate  for  a  similar  quantity. 

K  is  a  copy  of  a  deed  from  said  White,  dated  27th  of  May,  1828,  conveying  to  the  said  Samuel  L. 
Southerd,  Secretary  of  the  Navj^,  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  arpents  of  land  for  two  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty-one  dollars  and  eleven  cents.  • 

L  is  a  copy  of  a  deed  from  Henry  Michlet  to  Joseph  M.  White,  for  six  hundred  and  eighty-three 
acres,  (say  eight  hundred  arpents,  more  or  less,)  at  a  consideration  of  eight  hundred  dollars,  dated  3d 
May,  1828. 

M  is  a  copy  of  a  deed  from  Sebastian  Caro  to  Joseph  M.  W^hite  for  four  hundred  arpents  of  land,  at  a 
consideration  of  three  hundred  dollars,  dated  15th  May,  1828,  which  tract  was  conveyed  to  Caro  by 
Henry  Michlet.  These  two  tracts  of  eight  hundi-ed  arpents,  purchased  for  one  thousand  one  hundred 
dollars,  are  the  twelve  hundred  and  Mij  arpents  conveyed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  27th  May, 
1828,  for  two  thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty-one  dollars  and  eleven  cents. 

The  copj^  of  Mr.  White's  account,  marked  I,  shows  that  this  sum  was  paid  on  the  27th  of  May,  1828; 
it  does  not  appear  that  the  other  five  hundred  and  fifty  arpents  mentioned  in  the  contract  of  22d  March 
were  ever  purchased  or  conveyed. 

N  is  a  copy  of  articles  of  agreement  between  H.  M.  Breckenridge  and  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  dated  29th  January,  1828,  by  which  the  former  agreed  to  convey  to  the  latter  fimr  hundred 
arpents  of  land,  with  the  improvements,  for  a  consideration  of  two  thousand  two  hujidred  dollars,  four 
hundred  of  which  were  to  be  then  paid,  and.  the  Secretary  was  to  be  at  liberty  immediately  to  remove 
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tlie  live  oak  from  the  land.     The  four  hundred  dollars  \yere  paid  on  the  same  day  out  of  tlie  aiiiironriation 
for  the  gradual  inipro%cment  of  the  navy. 

0  i^.  a  ...pv  nt  a  l.ttor  from  H.  M.  Breckeniidge  to  th,   -         ■  ■■  ,I„.  Navy,  from  which  it  appears 

that  lie  h.id  .  Ii   1,  1  1(1  1  ik.'  a  smaller  sum  than  he  was  the  n  i  ' 

/'  l^''  '    l'^'"  ■'  1   !l''i  from  the  same  to  the  same,  oil,  1 1  ,u,lred  arpents  at  two  thousand 

fi^''  1"""  1"'  '1  "1  "-^   ''It'  H'd,  after  it  was  written,  to  two  tl.   i         1  I  umlred  dollars.     Both  these  let- 

^"  ^     '   -  '  '"J  jl^^t*-^  l«t  February,  1828;  but  the  former  ^^ai  alUicd  so  as  bear  date  the  28th  Janu- 

ai\  1  the  29th. 

'a  power  of  attorney  from  H  AI.  Breckenridge  to  Jo^(^ph  M  White,  dated  28tli  January 
1^-;  ■       '  ,,„,  th-2-'"     ,-',-.r-M     latter  to  sell  and  c  ,       .',        ,       i ,    m    „  1  ,nd  which,  on 

thr  I'll  1  to  convey  to  th  \ 

II  M.  i;.  . 


1                      Harch,  1828,  fr.,n, 

luey  in  fact  for 

.  *arv  (if  the  Nm 
1    II    1  1      lit  huiidu  .1  ('  ill  lis 

.  (•  four  hundred 

1                                       '                                  .mil,    i>   s,  Ml.d  .1,  tlicT, 

lll\     p  11(1     l.il     til    s    1    111  )        i,,, 

KUlll 

Auditor's  office. 

1  (Hi.-    uKHis.uK.   ci>4nL   bundled  (.11    l'       J'    '          M 

There 

tiiur  hundred  dollars  more  than  \\ 

1  cd. 

•he  10th  day  of  March,  1828,  from  .1 

1  ict  for 

1      (1.1    M     .   lo,  to   Samuel   L   Southard,   Seen  I 

1  1  i-ii.  hundred 

a  c  aisidciation  of  thi((    i'                 (     11  iis 

Led  I,  it  appears  that  t'l                               th  msaiid  dollars  was  i 

,aid  t( 

>  Mr  White,  on 

■1;  the  payment  hear-^  d                                ls-2- 

1(1(^(1    (fi^l'JlTni       1                     1             ^     AVhite,  on  his  own  , 

it,  and  as  attor- 

1           i(hard  sixteen  hui 

Kind 

npnit.of  land 

(  d  in  deeds  maiki 

■d  ]] 

iiid  "^     at  a  con- 

1       .   '   ■'      '        1    1'  ^       (            _i  1  r    ,(    iiii         d  dollars,  whentl 

1.    \al 

ualiic  considera- 

AV  is  a 

TIr  deeds  tiom  Ml    Ulm 


lousaud  nine  liuudicd  dollars,   as  appears  by  tho  contuicts  and 
Why  the  deeds  do  not  show  the  precise  sums  paid  for  the  several  tracts  of  land  pur- 
is  unexplained  \)j  any  documents  in  the  Department. 

1  conveyance  ol   the  Alorenos'  eight  hundred  arpents  of  land,  for  the  same  consideration 

__  ,  ..     1    .    ,    ,.   ,  -j    .^_ 

'  .^(  (  letary  of  the  Navy  are  all  without  warranty,  without  reliutjuish- 
ment  of  dower.  va;j,ue  and  iiKletiiute.  .uid  three  of  them  have  never  been  recorded. 

X  and  Y  are  extracts  from  a  reptu't  of  surveyors,  appointed  by  the  late  Secretary  of  tlie  Navy,  dated 
Oi-toliei,  1828,  and  a  report  of  Commodore  Eodgers,  dated  October,  1829.  From  these  papers  it  appears 
that,  on  the  four  hundred  arpents  of  land  purchased  from  Mr.  Breckenridge,  there  are  about  ten  acres  of 
live  oak  hill'  _  1  r'   1     1      1 1    I  \enteeu  trees  fit  for  use,  and  many  too  small  to  be  of  any  pres- 

ent -salii  ■      I  papers,  or  any  other  in  the  Department,  that,  on  the  lamis  pur- 

chas(>d  oi  M  there  is  a  single  tree  fit  for  use. 

r.ip' 1  1  i:       I     I  '1  i(im  a  communication  made  to  the  Department    bv  Mr   Cornell 

late  a.eiit  a-  o(  Ml  'd  with  Mi.  Ilaue  foi  the  examination  and  survey  of  lands  pi  i  i  i  k   &c  ' 

dated  1  Ctli  .Tul\ ,  1^^29.     From  these  it  appears  that  the  quality  of  the  lands  purchas  (  i.inent, 

fiom  Ml  White  and  Mr.  Breckenridge,  is  far  inferior  to  many  thousands  of  acres  i  i  i  i  ,  i  Ihy  the 
government,  which  last  will  not  command  the  minimum  government  price  of  one  dothu  and  t^M  nty-five 
cents  per  acre,  and  expressing  the  opinion  that  these  lands,  for  which  nine  thousand  dollars  had"  been 
paid  by  the  government,  "could  not,  at  this  moment,  command  nine  thousand  cents,  except  for  the  build- 
ings erected  by  Judge  Breckenridge,  one  of  the  former  proprietors,  and  some  other  little  improvements 
of  no  use  to  the  government,  put  on  one  of  the  tracts  by  him  previously  to  the  sale  of  it  to  the  govern- 
ment." 

Z  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Samuel  L.  Southard  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
in  the  Tlonse  of  Rein-esiMitatives,  dated  the  29th  January,  1828,  the  date  of  his  first  agreements  Avith  Mr. 
White  and  Mr.  Ih-eckeiiridu-e,  stutiii,--  tli  it  it  was  desirable  to  pui-chase  sixteen  hundred  arpents  of  live 
oal^  laiKis  in  I'ha'iiia,  \vhieli  wmiid  eest  aliout  five  thousand  dollars,  as  well  as  certain  tracts  in  Georgia, 
Avhich  he  did  iKd  think  it  prudent  to  mention.  He  requested  merely  authority  to  purchase  the  lands,  the 
funds  fir  wliieli  nii-lii  I'c  taken  out  of  the  appropriation  for  the  gradual  iiii|irovenient  of  the  navy. 

AA  is  a  eoiiy  of  llie  third  section  of  the  appropriation  bill  for  tin'  Mi].iioit  of  the  navy  for  1828,  grant- 
ing ten  tli(ais:(ii(i  ih. liars  out  of  the  appropriation  for  gradual  improvenieiil  of  the  navy,  to  pay  for  such 
lands  pr'Mlu.iim-  live  oak  as  the  l^esident  niiglit  think  proper  to  jmrchase,  to  provide  a  supply  of  timber 

The  Se(  reiai  V  had  alicadv.  on  the  ::'.t;li  ef  ■('anuary.  1S2^,  auiced  to  purchase  twelve  hundred  arpents 
of  Mr.  White,  and  four  hundivd  .jf  .Mr.  ISreekenridge,  to  whom  lie  had  advanced  twelve  hundred  dollars; 
Tin  the  10th  of  March,  deeds  were  executed  for  two  th(Uisand  four  hundred  arpents,  for  which,  including 
tlie  advances,  there  were  paid,  on  the  21st  and  22d  of  March,  1828,  seven  thousand  nine  hundred  dollars, 
leaving  two  thousand  one  hundred  of  the  ten  thousand  in  the  Treasury,  which,  with  two  hundred  and 
sixty-iTne  dollars  and  eleven  cents  more,  were  paid  over  to  Mr.  White,  for  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  addi- 
tional ai|i'iits,  on  the  2'7th  May  following. 

No  hinds  were  purchased  in  Georgia.  The  whole  sum  set  apart  for  that  object,  and  two  hundred  and 
sixty-one  dollars  more,  were  paid  to  Mr.'  White,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  w.as  still  bound  to  pay 
him'f  )r  live  hundred  and  fifty  arpents  more,  had  he  procured  and  conveyed  them  within  the  time  stipulated. 

Bl?  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Breckenridge,  advising  the  purchase  of  certain  pre-emption  rights. 

CU  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Mr.  Breckenridge,  giving  authority  to 
make  the  imrcliases. 

1)1)  is  a  Copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Breckenridge,  announcing  that  four  pre-emptions  had  been  pur- 
chased, at  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  each. 

From  tiic  same  source  the  Department  has  been  informed  that  there  are  about  ten  pre-emptions  which 
it  is  desirable  to  purchase.  Those  purchased  have  not  been  paid  for,  because  it  is  not  believed  that  the 
Department  had  any  legal  authority  to  purchase  them,  or  any  fund  out  of  which  they  could  be  legally  paid 
for. 
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The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  thn  Navj'  to  the  President,  dated  1st  December,  1827;  the  contracts 
made,  and  the  raonej'  advanced  on  the  29th  January,  1828;  the  deeds  executed  on  the  10th  of  March,  nine 
days  before  the  special  session  became  law;  the  authority  given  on  the  23d  of  March  to  purchase  lands 
to  the  amount  of  three  thousand  four  hundred  dollars,  when  there  were  only  two  thousand  one  hundred 
dollars  of  the  ten  thousand  dollars  left;  the  payment  on  the  27th  of  May  of  two  hundred  and  sixty-one 
dollars  and  eleven  cents  beyond  the  ten  thousand  dollars;  and,  finally,  the  authority  given  on  the  Gth  of 
December,  1828,  to  purchase  the  pre-emptions,  all  prove  that,  practicallj',  at  least,  the  act  for  the  gradual 
improvement  of  the  navy  was  construed  to  authorize  the  purchase  of  lands,  and  establishment  of  live  oak 
plantations.  Out  of  the  appropriation  for  that  object,  not  only  all  these  lands  have  been  paid  for,  but 
also  all  buildings  and  labor  upon  thi>m,  carts,  oxen,  utensils,  and  provisions,  together  with  the  salaries 
of  the  superintendent  and  overseer,  withunt  any  special  authority  from  Congress. 

File  makfd  EE  contains  papers  giviny  much  miscellaneous  information  relating  to  the  various  trans- 
actions dctailiil  ulinvc,  and  which  rerpiire  no  comment  or  explanation,  but  may  tend  to  illustrate  the  sub- 
ject undi.T  iiiV(-.ti,u-;itiMii. 

Whetlii  r,  ill  till'  ciiiirse  which  has  been  pursued  in  relation  to  this  whole  business,  the  interest  of  the 
public  has  Il-uu  consulted  or  promoted,  and  whether  it  is  expedient  at  this  time,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  further  to  prosecute  the  i  ropa^^ui.on  or  culture  of  live  oak,  is  respectfully  submitted 
to  your  consideration. 

JOHN  BRANCH. 

Hon.  Andrew  Stf.vexsox,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Re2:>resen(atives,  U.  S. 


Copies  of  the  correspondence  between  the  Navy  Department  and  the  superintendent  and  overseer  of  the  live 
oak  plantation  near  Pensacola. 

No.  1. 

Pensacola,  March  21,  1828. 
Sir:  On  my  arrival  here,  I  found  my  orange  trees,  together  with  a  variety  of  exotic  fruit  trees,  from 
the  West  Indies,  which  I  had  not  seen  for  a  year,  had  grown  bej'ond  my  most  sanguine  hopes,  and  aro 
beco.me  exceedingly  interesting  and  valuable,  but,  if  removed,  I  fear,  will  perish.  Having  reared  them 
from  the  seed  while  a  solitaiy  hermit,  it  is  not  surprising  that  I  should  have  an  attachment  to  them;  they 
are  my  children.  The  situation  whicli  they  occupy  first  struck  me  as  very  peculiar;  it  is  impossible  for 
me  to  meet  with  one  at  all  cnminiraijli.',  lieing  protected  on  the  north  by  a  sheet  of  salt  water  five  miles 
wide,  and  a  thicket  of  live  oak  and  |iiiio  of  a  mile  in  depth,  with  an  exposure  to  the  sea  on  the  south.  In 
fact,  it  is  the  only  spot  I  can  iiml  suitid  to  my  trees,  the  culture  of  which  has  constituted  my  amusement  for 
five  years.  Several  of  my  orange  trees  and  lemon  are  now  in  bearing,  and  others  soon  will  be.  The  thought 
of  being  separated  from  them  is  distressing  to  me,  and  I  blame  myself  for  the  inconsiderate  act  of  dis- 
posing of  them  on  the  discouraging  accounts  I  received  from  the  person  who  formerly  occupied  the  place, 
whose  only  oliject  was  to  furnisli  an  excuse  for  going  away.  But  to  what  does  all  this  lead?  In  a  word, 
it  is  this — S  it  lie  not  too  late  to  reconsider  our  contract,  and  allow  me  to  reserve  the  few  acres  which 
contain  my  house  ami  favorite  trees  and  shrubs,  I  will  yield  the  rest  of  the  laud,  with  all  the  live  oak,  for 
the  considiTatiou  already  paid  me;  and  I  assure  you  that  tliis  is  a  very  small  compensation.  I  fear,  sir,  I 
may  appear  whimsical  and  ridiculous,  but  we  are  strange  beings,  fearfully  made,  and  the  happiness  or 
niis'cry  of  our  lives  is  very  diflerently  compounded.  There  are  associations  connected  with  this  spot 
which  remler  it  extremely  painful  for  me  to  think  of  leaving  it.     What  they  are  would  be  fitter  for  the 

T1h>  reservation  of  one  little  solitary  orange  grove  can  be  no  injury  to  the  general  plan  of  cultivating 
the  live  oak;  my  buildings  and  improvements  would  be  of  little  or  no  value  to  the  government;  they  are 
not  such  as  it  would  construct  if  it  were  necessary  to  construct  any.  The  residence  of  one  family  here 
would  be  an  advantage.  It  would  be  my  interest  to  keep  out  the  fires.  In  fact,  it  is  owing  to  the  extra- 
ordinary pains  I  have  taken,  for  the  last  five  years,  to  keep  out  the  fires,  that  the  thickets  have  grown  up 
so  much  in  my  vicinity.  If  it  be  possible  to  gratify  my  feelings  in  permitting  me  to  retain  those  trees, 
which  are  now  so  beautiful,  and  which  I  liave  reared  with  so  much  pains,  it  would  be  conferring-  a  cheap 
happiness  on  a  simple  kind  of  beiu--.  win.,  instead  of  pursuing  the  road  of  avarice  or  ambition,  has  pre- 
ferred the  cultivation  of  an  innocent  and  elegant  taste. 

Should  it  no  longer  be  in  your  powr  to  gratify  my  wish,  at  least  it  will  be  permitted  me  to  retain 
possession  until  conveniently  and  salely  removing  trees  and  shrubs,  and  to  look  out  for  another  place  for 
them.     To  find  one  equally  suilaMe  1  despair. 

The  situation  g-ives  me  a  dill'erence  of  nearly  half  a  degree  of  latitude  from  Pensacola.  There  has 
been  ice  and  frost  at  Pensacola  this  winter,  but  neither  has  been  seen  at  my  place.  The  peppers,  which 
are  very  tender,  are,  at  this  time,  in  blossom,  have  green  and  ripe  peppers  on  the  same  shrub,  for  it  there 
grows  to  a  shrub.  Perhaps  an  agent  may  be  wanted  by  the  government  to  superintend  and  direct  the 
plantation  of  live  oak,  who  has  made  the  subject  of  the  cultivation  of  trees  his  study;  and,  if  I  might 
speak  of  myself,  I  will  venture  to  say  that  none  has  been  more  successful  in  this  country.  I  have  imported 
from  England  some  of  the  works  on  plantations,  as  thej^  are  called,  and  the  study  and  practice  has,  for 
several  years,  been  my  favorite  amusement.  Although  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  equal  to  Solomon,  i'or  this 
would  be  vanity  and  vexation  of  spirit,  yet  I  may  say,  with  truth,  that  there  is  no  tree  or  shrub  in  this 
country  with  whose  history,  properties,  and  habits  I  have  not  an  acquaintance.  If  I  could  be  permitted 
to  remain  in  possession  of  my  little  Elysium  as  the  agent,  or  an  agent  to  superintend  the  noble  experi- 
ment of  preserving  the  live  oak,  I  shall  be  content.  I  know  nothing  of  speculation;  I  have  no  desire  to 
sell  to  individuals;  my  only  wish  is  the  privilege  of  passing  the  few  gliding  years  of  a  life  already  half 
accomplished,  amid  the  harmless  creation  of  my  own  hands.  The  superintendence  would  be  an  amuse- 
ment to  me,  sufficient  to  compensate  for  the  trouble.  You  may  think  this  letter  somewhat  singular,  and 
my  request  unreasonable,  and  founded  on  considerations  which,  as  a  man  of  business  and  official  station, 
you  can  hardly  act  upon.     Under  the  pre-emption  act  of  Congress,  I  am  entitled  to  a  quarter  section  of 
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land  below  the  tract  I  pm-chaaed,  having  improved  it  in  1822,  but  I  have  never  asserted  my  claim,  which 
I  might  do  if  I  were  avaricious.  It  would  relieve  nv>  from  jjainful  reflection  if  our  contract  could  be 
remodeled  so  as  i.i  piTinit  ini>  to  retain  sonu-  Icii  or  (woily  acres  witli  mv  iiii]iri>v<Mricii(s:  or,  if  this  can- 
not be  allow. -J,  to  |irii,,i|  nir,  as  ail  a:j;oiil,  to  orriiiiy  111,'  |,iTiiiiscs  iiiili'l  tlic  m-,  .vrriiinrn  I  shall  derm'  it 
necessary  t-  (li.-p.is.-o,,.  un'.  If  1  niulil  sco  any  [.rospcci  of  mi.-, -ess  in  r«aiio\  in^!:  mv  livrs  anvwliere  else 
I  would  not  make  the  re.iuest,  but,  after  the  "most  diligent  imjuiry.  Hind  it 'Impracticable";  and  to  see 
them  perish,  or  come  to  nothing,  is  most  painful  to  me. 

With  sentiments  of  great  respect,  I  remain  your  most  obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  BRECKENRIDGE. 
Hon.  Samukl  L.  South.vrd.  ' 


No.    2. 

Pens.vcola,  3Iarch  24,  1828. 
Sir:  Since  I  had  the  pleasure  of  writing  to  you  last  week  I  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  find  a  spot 
which  I  think  will  answer,  though  not  as  well  as  that  on  Sta.  Rosa,  for  the  cultivation  of  the  orange,  as 
it  is  considerably  further  from  this  place.  I  am  confident,  from  the  warmth  and  generosity  of  your  feel- 
ings, tli.it  some  allowanco  will  be  nia.le  for  the  appearance  of  lirkh'iiess  on  mv  part,  and  lor  mv  foolish 
attaelniieut  to  tlie  ti.'es  and  slinil.s  I  have  planted.  I  am  aware  that  it  will  be  ■|i,eoi,vei,i.a,t  an, f  trouble- 
some to  alter  an  arraiig,Miieiil  ahisidy  made.  I  must,  h,>we\er,  s.ilieii,  as  a  particular  lav,)r,  that 
I  may  be  permitted  to  remain  in  possession  until  I  can  conveniently  prepare  a  place  for  tiie  n;moval  of 
my  trees.     The  ]jresent  tenant,  wIk;  was  placed  by  my  agent,  has  a  lease  for  a  year  from  last  January. 

If  my  wish  could  be  gratified  by  an  agency  in  the  management  of  the  plantation  of  the  live  oak,  it 
would  be  highly  pleasing  to  me. 

The  ship  carpenter  of  the  vanl  iidonns  me  that,  in  his  ,)pini,in,  the  e-,,vernni.Mit  has  had  a  great  bar- 
gain in  the  liv,'  ,,ak  s,,l,l  bv  t'ol 1   Whit,,    an, I    liiVsi'lT.      The  plantali,,n  at  the  iiavv  vanl    has   not,  from 

what  I  can  h'arn,  li,.,'n  pr,,p,-ily  roniuMl,  n,,  ,l,,nl,t  iron,  a  want  of  kia.wh.lg,..  1  h^ani  that  three  bushels 
as,',l  IVom  my  lormer  tenant,  and  that  these  have  been  planted,  but  so  deep 
111  i;iiL;lan,l  the  mode  is  t,)  opi'ii  a  nursery,  and,  at  the  age  of  five  years,  to  set 
■n.>  is  no  nee,l  even  of  a  nnisi^ry,  for  millions  of  young  live  oaks  may  be  had 
d  with  proper  pains.  The  corporation  of  Pensacola  has,  this  season,  made  an 
ig  about  two  hundred,  of  the  size  of  two  or  three  inches  in  diameter,  and  about 
_■  [daces.     If  this  be  successful  it  will  show  at  once  the  practicability  of  forming 

s  in  this  country  consist  of  J^oung  live  oak,  so  thick  that  there  is  no  difficulty 
is  a  most  inteiesting  subject,  for  this  invaluable  tree  will  certainly  be  lost  if 
hinted  1h  sohly  depended  on  for  a  supply.  I  think  I  could  communicate  valu- 
Liliject.  1  will  leave  it  to  Colonel  White,  who  is  my  agent,  to  act  for  me  in  tho 
siness,  and  whatever  he  will  do  will  be  satisfactory  to  me. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant,  H.  M.  BRECKENRIDGE. 

Hon.  Sajiuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  U.  S. 
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No.   3. 
Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Seretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Hon.  JS.  31.  Breckenridge,  dated — 

Navy  Departiient,  April  12,  1828. 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  21st  ult.  The  law  for  the  purchase  has  been  made,  and  the  circum- 
stances of  it  explained  to  Congress.  It  does  not,  therefore,  seem  possible  to  alter  it,  but  I  do  not 
doubt  that  a  satisfactory  arran,gement  may  be  made  in  other  respects;  and  I  will  communicate  with  you 
as  soon  as  time  is  afforded  to  decide  what  will  be  done  with  the  reservation.  In  the  meantime,  be  pleased 
to  keep  possession,  and  to  use  it  so  as  to  meet  your  own  views,  without  injury  to  the  improvements. 

Will  you  express  to  me  your  opinion  of  the  best  mode  of  clearing  out  and  planting  the  whole  tract 
with  live  oak? 


No.    4. 

Pensacola,  3Iay  9,  1828. 

Sir:  I  do  myself  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  in  reply  to  mine  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  sale  of  my  property  on  Santa  Rosa  Sound.  I  should  have  been  much  pleased  to  have  i-etained 
niv  im)irovements,  and  regret  that  it  is  too  late  to  alter  the  agreement,  but  return  you  my  thanks  for  the 
disp,isiii,iii  ixpress,,!  t,>  gratify  my  wishes  in  other  particulars.  My  fruit  trees  have  attained  such  a  size 
that  it  Would  be  almost  iiiiposMlile  to  remove  them,  if  a  situation  equally  favorable  could  be  found  for  the 
orange,  the  hiiioii,  the  aliiioial,  and  the  olive,  which  is  out  of  the  question.  The  inferiority  of  the  situa- 
tion was  satisra,|,irily  tried  by  the  jalc  frosts,  which  did  considerable  injury  at  Pensacola,  while  the  most 
teiidiT  ;:-aidi'ii  vegitables  wia'e  not  t,,iieli,'il  at  Sta.  Rosa. 

1  ail,  iiiiieh  ;itta,-he,l  to  the  sp,,,,  ha\'ing  ,iecu|ned  it  four  Or  five  years  as  a  summer  retreat  from  the 
visitations  of  yellow  fe\er,  which,  it  is  to  he  leai-ed,  will  become  more  frequent  in  Pensacola,  as  its  size 
and  importance  increase.     It  continues  to  be  my  residence,  and  it  is  my  chief  amusement  to  take  care  of 
it,  and  even  to  add  new  embellishments. 
VOL.  Ill 116  L 
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As  the  court  is  now  in  session,  my  time  will  not  permit  me  at  the  present  moment  to  present  my 
views  on  the  subject  of  the  contemplated  reservation,  but- 1  will  do  so  shortly.  Nothing-  could  be  more 
agreeable  to  me  than  to  be  employed  in  furthering  the  enlightened  views  of  the  government  in  preserving 
the  valuable  timber  in  the  vicinity  of  this  place.  My  official  duties  allow  me  sufficient  leisure  to  devote 
the  necessary  time  to  the  subject.  I  make  the  offer  of  my  services  without  any  expectation  of  emolument 
or  compensation;  and  should  any  moderate  compensation  be  deemed  proper  by  the  President,  it  will  only 
be  accepted  by  me  in  order  that  I  may  engage  an  assistant,  who  may  be  constantly  on  the  spot  when  my 
duties  snail  require  my  absence  at  court. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant,  H.  M.  BRECKENRIDGE. 

lion.  Samuel  L.  Southakd,  Secretary  of  Die  Navy,  U.  S. 


Sta.  Rosa,  June  1,  1828. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  now  communicate  some  of  my  ideas  on  the  subject  of  the 
culture  of  the  live  oak,  and  the  mode  of  employing  the  public  land  to  be  reserved  at  this  place  to  the  best 
advantage. 

The  live  oak,  qiiercus  vivu^,  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  timber  trees  our  country  produces,  and  is 
unequaled  for  the  frames  of  vc^sils.  There  is  no  wood  superior,  if  equal  to  it,  in  strength,  buoyancy, 
and  durability.  It  is  found,  |iiiii(i|i;illy,  south  of  latitude  34  degrees,  along  our  Atlantic  coast,  but  its 
favorite  region  is  the  soutluiii  piiil  .if  the  coast  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  of  Florida;  and  in  the 
latter,  only,  is  it  now  found  in  sufficient  quantities  to  be  worth  the  attention  of  the  government.  Micliaud, 
the  botanist,  is  of  opinion  that  in  the  course  of  fifty  or  sixty  years  this  valuable  timber  tree  will  entirely 
disappear,  on  account  of  the  greatness  of  the  demand  for  it,  and  the  limited  quantity  to  be  found.  The 
live  oak  tree,  at  a  distance,  has  the  appearance  of  a  large  apple  or  pear  tree;  its  spreading  and  pictur- 
esque top,  and  delicate  olive-shaped  leaves,  of  a  deep  shining  green,  render  it  extremely  beautiful,  and  it 
is  one  of  the  most  magnificent  and  delightful  shade  trees  in  the  world.  But  it  is  not  found  in  continuous 
forests  of  any  extent,  like  other  species  of  the  oak;  it  loves  solitary  and  detached  situations.  It  requires 
a  free  circulation  of  air,  and  must  have  ample  space  to  extend  its  pi-odigious  horizontal  branches.  One 
of  these  branches,  which  I  measured  some  years  ago,  I  found  sevent  v-live  feet  in  length,  and  the  extremity 
was  so  low  that  I  could  reach  it  from  the  ground.  From  this  peciiliar  h;iKi1  it  rarely  attains  its  full  size 
anywhere  except  on  the  margins  of  rivers,  and  on  the  shores  of  the  liays  .ind  sounds,  and  on  the  edge  of 
the  open  ponds,  but  seldom  extending  any  distance  back,  which  I  consider  entirely  owing  to  the  being 
crowded  by  other  trees,  and,  consequently,  to  the  want  of  the  proper  space;  for  there  are  instances  of 
beautiful  groves  of  twenty  or  thirty  acres  on  the  coast  of  Georgia",  where  they  have  been  nursed  with 
care  and  allowed  sufficient  room  to  spread.  Twenty  or  thirty  trees  to  an  acre  are  as  many  as  ought  to 
be  allowed  to  remain,  in  order  tu  riiiiic  to  full  |.cii'fcti(iii,  altlnniLili  thcv  mi,L;-ht  be  permitted  to  grow  closer 
together  for  some  purposes;  but  in  urdcr  U,  {\n-\u  those  curious  and  valnalllc  ci-noks  so  much  esteemed  for 
knees  orfuttocks,  breasthooks,  and  other  timbers  of  vessels,  it  is  necessary  that  they  should  be  permitted  to 
expand  as  much  as  possible.  For  beams,  stems,  sternposts,  transoms,  breasthooks  of  upper  deck,  top  timber 
and  bow  timber,  &c.,  &c.,  it  will  be  an  advantage  to  grow  somewhat  closer,  in  order  to  form  longer  and  larger 
bodies.  But  a  vessel  would  require  three  or  four  hundred  of  the  former;  and  for. the  other,  except  the 
beams,  but  a  small  number  for  each  ship;  but  one  stem  and  stern  post  is  required,  but  those,  in  general, 
are  in  two  pieces.  Round  young  live  oak,  of  six  or  eight  inches  diameter,  is,  I  believe,  of  very  little 
value,  even  for  merchant  vessels.  Tiie  live  oak  is  naturally  inclined  to  spread,  as  is  in  fact  the  case  with 
most  trees  growing  in  a  deep,  loose,  sandy  soil,  while  in  a  rich  and  fine  loam  they  shoot  up  into  tall  and 
vigorous  stems,  with  short  lateral  branches.  It  is  on  account  of  its  requiring  so  much  space  that  in  the 
natural  forests  these  trees  are  rarely  met  with  in  groves  of  more  than  fifty  or  a  hundred,  and  that  usually 
in  some  narrow  point  of  land,  with  an  open  space  or  water  on  each  side. 

When  the  live  oak  is  cut  down  it  is  not  destroyed,  that  is,  the  stump  does  not  rot  or  die;  and  even 
where  the  roots  are  dug  up,  (and  I  am  told  they  are  the  most  valuable  part  of  the  tree,)  like  the  chesnut 
or  locust,  the  roots  that  remain  in  the  ground,  or  the  stump  of  the  tree,  send  up  vigorous  shoots,  of  such 
rapid  growth  as  to  form  large  trees  in  a  third  of  the  time  which  was  required  by  the  parent  stem.  Under 
favorable  circumstances,  fifty  or  sixty  years  from  the  acorn  I  should  think  sufficient  for  a  live  oak  to 
attain  its  growth.  Some  of  the  finest  trees  I  have  seen  are  found  on  the  ruins  of  the  old  forts  and  villages 
in  the  Tallahassee  country,  frequently  growing  out  of  masses  of  bricks;  and,  as  these  settlements  were 
destroyed  in  1706,  we  may  fix  with  certainty  the  longest  period  which  it  requires  for  them  to  attain  their 
present  enormous  magnitude.  These  trees  have  evidently  been  in  a  state  of  decay  for  half  a  century, 
owing  to  the  close  forests  of  other  trees,  which  have  grown  up  around  and  overtopped  them.  They  at  first, 
no  doubt,  occupied  open  spaces,  and  to  all  appearance  must  have  attained  their  present  size  in  fifty  or 
sixty  years.  The  live  oak,  being  an  evergreen,  does  not  show  its  age  by  the  concentric  circles,  for  it 
grows  in  winter  as  much  as  in  summer.  I  should  think  that  a  tree  of  fifty  .years  old  from  the  acorn  ought 
to  be  fit  for  most  uses  in  ship  building,  although,  after  it  attains  a  certain  size,  its  progress  is  more  slow, 
especially  if  deprived  of  the  necessary  space  and  air.  I  have  examined  a  tree  growing  in  a  yard  near 
Pensacola,  the  trunk  of  which  is  now  at  least  two  feet  in  diameter,  and  which  the  owner  told  me  was  so 
small  twenty  years  ago  that  he  bent  the  two  principal  limbs  with  his  hands,  and  fixed  them  with  stakes, 
so  as  to  give  them  a  particular  inclination.  In  the  neighborhood  of  Charleston,  I  have  seen  noble  trees, 
which,  I  was  told,  had  been  planted  about  fifty  or  sixty  years  ago;  and  a  number  of  live  oaks  which  I 
tound  growing  around  the  spot  where  I  built  my  house,  have  increased  at  leaxt  one-third  in  size  within  six 
years,  from  being  carefully  pruned  and  freed  from  the  encroachment  of  other  trees.  I  can.  tlierefore. 
speak  with  the  confidence  derived  from  experience  on  the  advantages  of  nursing  the  trees  wliich  we  find 
already  set  by  the  hand  of  nature;  fi)r  they  often  have  the  advantaV  of  a  root  a  hundred  or  p-rhaps  live 
hundred  years  old.  In  the  neighborhood  of  a  live  oak  grove,  there  are  always  thickets  of  voung  trees, 
which  have  sprung  from  the  acorn,  or  from  the  roots  of  trees  cut  down  or  gone  to  decay.  Tliese  thickets 
are  so  close  as  to  form  impervious  hedges,  and  it  is  to  such  places  I  should  look  for  plants  to  set  out  else- 
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any  very  in.itciiai  iiijiiry  tu  the  tree.  Aa  u!u  .-;,..i;,.->!i  ..hip  carpenter,  win)  liad  not  been  at  this  spot  for 
ten  or  lilncii  yr;:r-..  i  x.iresscd  iiis  astonishment  to  me  the  other  day  at  the  appearance  of  the  large  live 
oaks  here,  wliirli  h,.  t-M  me,  within  his  recollection,  had  almost  been  stripped  naked  of  limbs  for  crooks, 
l-"it  'li'y  lii'i  -^ii'^'  i  'i;i  '1  others  of  such  a  size  as  scarcely  to  show  where  they  had  been  cut.  The  dead 
tiiiii'  ■'■  a  !,\  ,  !,  •\  ;"  -iaii.l  for  half  a  centur}-  without  decay,  and  the  place  where  a  limb  has  been  cut 
"h  ^  ''  i  '^  1  -  ,  '  -  ;  .  iiii.i  r-i-  years;  in  fact,  the  wood  appears  almost  incorruptible.  In  situations  not 
1'''        '       ■  -     '  I    ill;'  tree,  it  will  no  d jubt  remain  a  long  time  without  making  much  progress. 

^i'^-^  -;<:.:  I-,  ^  ial,  suit  it  best.  Some  of  the  finest  I  have  seen  grow  on  the  edge  of  ponds, 
where  ih.i!   ;  ■    'Kivebeen   continually  in  water;  and  even  where  they  grow  in  high  situations,  I 

have  fdiiii.l,  i  I    !  ;j    >..'l]s,  that  their  roots  had  penetrated  twenty  or  thirty  feet  in  pursuit  of  moisture. 

Ilavii!-  _:.<  a  iii  ■  iiief  sketch  of  the  natural  history  of  the  live  oak,  I  shall  proceed  to  the  subject 
to  which  y.iii  liav(>  hccii  iilcascd  to  call  my  attention. 

This  i)oint  or  tongue  of  land  is  certainly  the  most  advantageous  that  could  possibly  be  selected  for 
experiment  of  the  cultivation  or  preservation  of  the  live  oak.  The  weight 
it  will  not  bear  land  transportation  but  for  very  short  distances.  The  plan- 
near  the  coast;  and  being  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  navy  yard,  the 
almost  every  tree  could  be  known.  On  this  narrow  peninsula,  the  land  transpor- 
'  ■■  e-quarters  of  a  mile.  At  present,  live  oak  has  to  be  culled  and  collected  from 
mltiplii'd  oust;  whereas,  by  having  a  large  plantation,  every  kind  of  timber 
11  space;  aial  ihis  spot  being  so  completely  detached,  and  without  inhabitants, 
ii'lcr  the  ceiiiplote  control  of  the  government.  For  at  least  fifteen  miles  to 
\\  iinams  creeK.  it  is,  m  spots  of  several  hundred  acres,  already  thickly  set  with  young  live  oak,  as  well  as 
oecasiniial  ir.nves  of  pine  trees;  and  there  are  many  tracts  of  five  hundred  or 'a  thousand  acres  of  low, 
open,  iiiwi^i  nine  woods  and  savannahs,  where  the  experiment  of  planting  may  be  made  at  small  expense, 
for  they  will  i.ei'.her  require  enclosing  nor  clearing.  This  point  also  abounds  with  a  very  valuable  yellow 
pine,  leniaikalile  fei-  the  fineness  of  its  grain  and  freedom  from  sap,  and  which  would  be  valuable  for 
many  purpnes  in  ship  building.  The  first  consideration,  and  that  which  should  precede  any  other,  is  the 
expend'durr  m  the  piMp^sed  undertaking,  and  the  advantage,  either  immediately  or  remotely,  to  be  derived 
from  the  expeiKliliue:  l-ir  althnngh  it  lie  the  national  object  to  have  in  store  the  best  materials  for  the 
construction  of  niii'  shijis-ei-war.  yet  that  object,  important  as  it  is,  maybe  attained  at  too  great  an 
expenditure  of  the  pni  1  a-  niMiay.  In  this  instance,  I  think,  however,  the  expense  will  be  found  not  to 
exceed  that  which  W(ailil  he  liiliy  jn.stilied,  exeu  considering  it  only  as  an  experiment,  but  an  experiment 
wortliy  of  an  enlightened  nation,  in  a  matter  of  the  highest  importance,  and  that  with  the  strictest 
attention  to  economy.  Great  Britain,  a  century  ago,  began  to  find  serious  diiSculty  in  procuring  a  suffi- 
cient sup]ily  of  the  navy  oak,  (a  kind,  I  am  informed,  resembling  our  post  oak,)  when  those  plantations 
were  suggested  aii<l  efl'ected  by  a  private  gentleman,  (Evelyn,)  consisting  of  many  millions  of  trees, 
which  at  this  day  f  .rm  an  ample  and  permanent  supply  of  a  very  valuable  timber,  but  admitted  to  be 
greatly  ini'erior  tn  'iUj-  live  oak — a  plant  which  seems  nowhere  else  to  be  found,  excepting  on  our  coast, 
as  if  to  indicate  the  eh'inent  on  which  our  countrymen  are  destined  to  surpass  every  other  people  in 
enterprise  and  skill.  The  practice  of  forming  private  plantations  was  generally  introduced,  and  at  this 
day  constitute  one  of  the  most  important  items  in  estimating  the  value  of  landed  estate  in  England.  In 
that  country,  where  the  value  of  everything  is  reduced  to  exact  calculation,  a  person  can  obtain  the 
present  value  nf  his  plantation  of  oaks,  formed  upon  an  estimate  of  their  value  some  twenty-five  or  thirty 
yeais  hence  This  calculation  is  made  on  the  principle  of  annuities;  and,  without  going  into  details,  I 
will  assiinie  it  a,-  pi-.i\i  il,  that  a  tree  which  will  be  worth  twenty  dollars  at  the  distance  of  twenty-five 
years  fmni  this  day  cmiiht  not  to  be  worth  more  at  present  than  two  dollars;  that  sum,  then,  would  be 
the  highest  price  that  could  be  obtained  for  a  plantation  already  established  and  in  a  flourishing  condi- 
tion. Although,  considered  as  a  national  object,  a  different  estimate  might  be  made  from  that  which 
would  govern  individual  transactions,  where  the  interest  of  money  would  be  the  ruling  consideration, 
yet  there  ought  to  be  some  standard  by  which  to  estimate  the  expense,  so  that  the  live  oak,  however 
important  and  necessary,  should  not  be  obtained  at  a  price  greatly  exceeding  its  value.  In  addition  to 
present  cost,  an  annual  allowance  should  be  made  until  the  tree  became  fit  for  use,  but,  in  the  whole,  to 
keep  within  its  value  at  that  period.  Thus,  ten  thousand  trees,  at  the  average  value  of  twenty  dollars, 
(which  I  do  not  think  out  of  the  way,  as  the  wood  is  worth  a  dollar  a  cubic  foot  at  the  navy  yards,)  fifty 
years  hence,  when  fit  for  use,  would  be  worth  two  hundred  thousand  dollars;  and  the  present  cost  ought 
not,  therefore,  to  exceed  one  dollar  each,  or  ten  thousand  dollars;  but  this  is  supposing  the  longest  time 
before  they  would  be  fit  for  use,  and  it  is  supposing  that  the  price  of  all  kinds  of  timber,  and  this 
especially,  will  not  be  greatly  enhanced  by  the  altmations  in  our  country,  as  well  as  greater  scarcity. 
Here,  then,  is  the  maximum  oi  present  exiiemlitnre;  ami  if  that  expense  exceeds  a  dollar  a  tree,  unless  it 
be  on  a  small  scale,  for  mere  experiment,  I  would  not  advise  the  government  to  undertake  it.  But  on 
the  plan  which  I  shall  suggest,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  expense  falls  far  below  that  amount. 

I  would  endeavor,  in  the  first  place,  to  combine,  as  far  as  practicable,  immediate  advantage  with 
future  benefit — present  and  certain  benefit  with  matter  of  experiment,  however  promising.  The  first 
thing,  therefore,  would  be  to  take  care  of  the  trees  already  planted  by  the  hand  of  nature,  and  by  proper 
care  and  attention  accelerate  and  improve  their  growth;  and  in  the  next  place,  to  plant  trees  of  the  largest 
size  that  will  bear  transplanting,  in  situations  the  most  favorable,  and  where  their  culture  will  be 
attended  with  the  least  expense.     This  point  where  I  reside  may  contain  about  four  thousand  acres,  and, 
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until  wo  reach  the  open  grassy  woods  of  long  leaf  pine,  the  whole  or  nearly  the  whole  is  already  thickly 
set  with  live  oaks  of  every  size,  and  will  require  no  planting,  but  they  are  intermixed  with  short  leafed 
or  old  tield  pine,  with  a  variety  of  shrubs  and  water  oaks,  rendering  the  whole  an  impassable  jungle. 
Within  this  tract,  to  which  I  would  recommend  that  the  first  operations  should  be  in  a  great  measure 
confined,  there  may  be  found  about  four  hundred  full  groivn  trees,  fit  for  any  purpose  of  ship  building, 
and  about /our-  thousand  thrfty  xjoung  trees,  froin  four  to  twelve  inches  in  diameter,  which,  with  proper 
care,  may  be  fit  for  use  in  ten  or  fifteen  years.  The  attention  and  expense  bestowed  upon  these  cannot 
be  considered  as  an  experiment;  the  benefit  would  be  certain.  But  the  principal  operation,  and  which  would 
not  be  as  certain  as  the  last,  but  much  more  so  than  planting,  would  be  to  clear  out  a  given  number,  say 
ten  tliousand  young  trees,  having  the  advantage  of  old  roots,  of  two  inches  and  upwards  in  diameter, 
and  I  think  the  clearing  away  a  few  yards  round  each  tree  would  suffice  to  give  room  and  air;  and,  in 
addition,  I  think  the  opening  wide  avenues  for  the  latter  purpose  would  be  advisable,  judging'  from  the 
effect  of  the  military  road,  where  the  young  live  oaks  on  each  side  have  doubled  the  growth  of  those 
some  distance  off.  The  full  grown  trees  would  require  some  little  attention  also.  I  would  cut  away  all 
the  pines,  water  oaks,  and  hickories,  around  them,  which  would  produce  a  large  quantity  of  fire  wood, 
that  might  be  cut  up  afterwards  for  the  supply  of  the  navy  yard.  I  think  I  would  even  recommend  cut- 
ting down  some  of  tiiose  trees  which  have  attained  such  a  size  as  not  to  promise  much  increase;  the 
timber  being  cut  to  moulds  and  transported  to  the  navy  yard,  may  be  preserved  in  sheds  for  a  hundred 
years,  without  any  other  inconvenience  than  that  of  becoming  so  hard  as  to  break  the  tools  of  the  work- 
men. I  would  recommend  this  plan  generally  for  all  the  live  oak  on  the  sound,  the  Choctawhatchy  Bay, 
and  other  places  convenient  Imi-  the  yard;  but  this  might  be  done  at  any  time,  and  is  only  suggested  for 
this  reason,  that,  if  the  matuicd  stems  were  cut  away,  the  young  sprouts  might  be  nursed  into  fine  trees 
in  a  shorter  time  than  by  any  other  mode;  at  least  the  accumulation  of  bark  and  trash  about  their  roots 
ought  to  be  cleared  away.  There  are  some  truly  noble  live  oaks  on  this  point,  which  are  well  deserving 
of  some  attention.  As  to  the  plantations,  I  would  be  content  the  first  year  with  setting  out  a  few  thou- 
sand trees  in  the  open  savannahs,  immediately  above  the  tract  of  which  I  have  been  speaking,  and,  if 
tiiey  will  readily  take  root,  these  plantations  would  have  many  advantages;  there  would  be  less  trouble 
in  keeping  dnwn  other  growth,  there  being  nothing  but  grass  and  scattering  pines,  and  the  pine  cut  down 
never  sprouts.  These  first  plantations  I  would  regard  as  entirely  experimental,  and  to  be  made  with 
much  care.  The  proper  season  and  the  best  mode  of  transplanting  evergreens  are  not  well  known,  but, 
planting  at  different  times  and  in  different  ways,  the  best  would  soon  be  ascertained.  It  will  be  entirely 
unnecessary  to  grub,  clear  the  ground,  or  enclose  it,  as  was  done  at  great  expense  in  the  small  experi- 
ment at  the  navy  yard,  where,  perhaps,  hundreds  of  good  roots  were  dug  up  to  make  room  for  acorns. 
The  wild  grass  should  be  cut  away  a  few  yards  round  the  plant;  the  grass  is  easily  killed,  and  its 
destruction  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  young  trees  will  be  a  great  defence  from  the  fires — the  only 
thing  to  be  much  dreaded.  I  have  watched  with  a  good  deal  of  interest  the  plantation  of  live  oak  on  the 
public  square  in  Pensacola:  but  three  of  them  have  taken  root,  but  these  are  growing  handsomely.  I 
found,  on  inquiry,  that  the  corporation  had  given  a  dollar  a  piece  for  handsome  young  trees,  ten  or  twelve 
feet  high;  but  they  were  taken  up  with  very  little  root,  planted  too  deep  in  the  ground,  and  were  never 
watered.  Those  planted  at  the  cantonment  have  all  taken  root,  and  are  flourishing;  while  those  at  the 
navy  yard,  from  unskillful  planting  and  not  being  watered,  have  shared  the  fate  of  those  at  Pensacola. 

With  ten  laburers,  1  wmlil  engage  to  clear  out  ten  thousand  of  the  youngest  trees,  in  the  manner 
I  propose,  in  one  year,  and  p)lant  from  erne  to  three  thousand;  so  that  five  hands  would  sufSce,  not  only 
to  take  care  of  them  during  the  succeeding  years,  but  to  make  annual  additions  of  from  one  thousand  to 
five  thousand.  But  in  order  to  clear  and  prune  the  four  hundred  full  grown  trees,  and  the  four  thousand 
half  grown,  it  would  require  the  aid  of  ten  additional  laborers  for  one  year.  My  plan  of  operations,  it 
will  be  seen,  for  the  first  year  is  entirely  confined  to  the  four  or  five  thousand  acres  in  this  immediate 
vicinity,  and  perhaps  a  few  miles  in  the  open  pine  woods.  In  the  course  of  two  or  three  years,  after 
seeing  the  success  of  the  present  undertaking,  other  subordinate  establishments  might  be  made  between 
this  and  Williams'  creek,  at  two  or  three  of  the  principal  natural  groves  of  live  oak,  when  the  full  grown 
trees,  the  half  grown,  and  the  young  ones,  may  be  treated  in  tlie  same  way,  and  adjacent  plantations 
formed.  Two  or  three  poor  families  would  be  glad  to  settle  at  Twitchell's,  Ellis's,  and  Williams'  ham- 
mocks, where  there  is  some  land  cleared,  and  would  be  very  useful  to  keep  the  fires  out  of  the  woods;  a 
very  small  compensation  would  satisfy  them,  ox  they  could  be  engaged  as  laborers.  Boats  passing  and 
repassing  along  the  sound,  to  ascend  the  Choctawhatchy  river,  often  encamp  and  leave  their  fires  burning, 
which  communicate  with  the  grassy  savannahs,  and  evei-y  few  years,  in  very  dry  weather,  and  when  the 
leaves  have  accumulated,  it  penetrates  into  the  thick  woods,  doing  much  injury.  A  few  poor  Indian 
families  have  also  made  this  their  hunting  ground,  but  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  keeping  them  away. 

My  estimate  of  the  expense  for  the  first  year  would  be  as  follows: 

For  20  laborers  for  one  year,  at  $15  per  month,  300  working  days, §4,000 

For  rations,  &c 1 ,  000 

Cart,  oxen,  boat,  tools 300 

$5,300 

Salary  of  a  superintendent 400 

Overseer 500 

$6,200 

A  few  hundred  dollars  would  be  required,  in  addition,  for  quarters,  storehouses,  and  other  temporary 
buildings.  But  I  would  not  recommend  an  expenditure  of  more  than  ten  thousand  dollars  at  the  outside, 
until  the  reports  and  opinions  of  persons  in  whom  the  government  can  place  full  confidence  shall  have 
given  satisfactory  assurance  of  at  least  fair  prospect  of  success  in  the  further  prosecution  of  the  experi- 
ment. If  ten  laborers  only  be  allowed,  it  will  be  recollected  that  the  expense  will  not  be  reduced  in 
proportion;  the  saving  would  only  be  in  their  wages  and  rations,  and  I  would  recommend  even  continuing 
the  ten  laborers  the  second  year,  but  after  that,  with  occasional  assistance,  five  would  suffice.  It  would 
probably  take  several  years  to  make  a  fair  trial,  particularly  in  the  transplanted  trees.  According  to  my 
«etimate,  the  present  value  of  the  four  hundred  full  grown  trees  alone  vv©uld  be  eig-ht  thousand  dollars, 
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and  of  the  four  thousand  trees  half  grown,  at  five  dollars,  twenty  thousand  dollars;  and  several  thousand 
cords  of  pine  wood  could,  at  the  same  time,  be  obtained  with  a  little  additional  expense.  Ten  tliousaud 
dollars  would  be  moncj^  snt'cly  oxpoiidi'd  for  ohjcots  of  pro.-cnt  and  certain  value. 

Some  legislation  miglit,  porliaps,  !,.■  nr,-,  ^,;uy  io  ,l,.,l:,iv  ilic  tract  of  land  a  reserve  for  this  purpose, 

and  in  order  to  prevent   (Irinvilations.     Tliis   p.iint    lias   1 n  a  kind  of  common  for  many  years,  where 

persons  came  to  cut  wood  to  sell  f,,r  tlic  n>.'  <>f  tlio  town,  and  for  the  navy  and  army.  Perhaps  a  simple 
notice  in  a  public  newspaper,  forowaniin-  all  siidi  persons,  and  strict  instructions  to  the  district  attor- 
ney and  tlie  agent  to  proscribe  all  tropass  as,  maybe  found  to  answer  any  purposes.  A  penalty  on 
persons  setting  fire  to  the  woods  wouhl.  however,  be  very  useful.  I  have  thus  given  a  hasty  outline  of 
my  plan,  and  it  will  give  me  great  pleasure  to  attend  to  any  further  suggestions  on  tliis  interesting 
subject. 

I  remain,  with  sentiments  of  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  BEECKENEIDGE. 

Hon.  Samuel  L.  Solthaed,  Secrelary  cf  the  Navy  of  I  he  United  States. 


Sta.  Rosa,  June  10,  1828. 

Sir:  In  the  communication  transmitted  to  you  on  the  subject  of  the  live  oak,  I  am  satisfied  that  I 
have  much  underrated  the  number  of  j'oung  trees  which  might  be  cleared  out  or  freed  from  the  surround- 
ing thickets.  These  weie  estimated  at  ten  thousand  the  past  j'ear:  I  think  twenty  or  even  thirty  thou- 
sand might  be  elean'd.  Th;'  point  might  linld  IVom  three  to  four  hundred  thousand,  and  it  is  already  set 
for  this  luupi'se,  Imt  I  think  that  nuinlMr  would  be  too  great  for  four  tiiousand  acres.  My  estimates, 
generally,  have  been  as  lew  as  p,,ssil,||.,  -s  t^  the  work  which  may  be  done  by  twenty  hands. 

A  fire,  which  was  extin_:iiislieil  with  iliilieulty,  lately  broke  out  in  the  hammock  from  the  pine  woods, 
and  extended  several  humli! d  yards,  ile^ticyinu-  many  thousand  young  trees  which  I  had  counted  upon 
to  set  out  in  the  pine  flats.  1  eenhl  wish  that  >i>\\[r  orders  were  dispatched  speedily,  so  as  to  prevent 
mischievous  lime  burners  and  w.kmI  (inters  from  continuing  their  dSpredatious.  An  advertisement  in 
the  public  newspapers,  ami  instrnetiens  to  the  marshal,  with  instructions  to  call  on  the  military  for 
assistance,  would  be  absolutely  necessary.  The  straggling  Indians  must  be  driven  off:  this  has  been 
their  hunting  ground,  and,  unless  they  bo  ordered  away,  the  fires  will  be  continually  breaking  out  from 
their  camps.  I  have  had  one  laborer  continually  employed  in  pruning  the  oak  trees  about  me,  and  in 
extendin,g  the  clearing  ground.  Much  of  the  work  has  been  with  a  view  to  see  what  a  hand  can  acconi: 
plish  in  tlie  way  of  clearing  out  the  trees  from  the  undergrowth.  As  this  laborer  has  been  employed  for 
the  benefit  of  the  government,  I  think  it  reasonable  that  his  wages  should  be  allowed,  at  least  for  the 
future.  This  I  respectfully  submit.  A  boat  will  be  very  necessary  Perhaps  by  an  order  to  the  super- 
intendent of  the  navy  yard  one  might  he  furnished.  It  will  be  necessary  to  the  establishment,  at  any  rate, 
and  the  one  which  I  have  is  very  crazy  asid  unsafe. 

With  sentiments  of  respect,  I  am  your  most  obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  BRECKENRIDGE. 

Hon.  S.  L.  SoLTHARD,  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  Slates. 


No.  1. 
.Extract  of  a  letter  from  Samuel  L.  Soidhard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  the  Ron.  Joseph  M.  White,  dated — 

Julys,  1828. 
I  think  it  would  be  best  to  obtain  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Ofiice  a  proper 
writing,  to  be  signed  by  tlie  grantees  of  the  several  tracts,  authorizing  and  requesting  patents  to  be 
issued' in  the  name  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  transmit  it  to  some 
fit  person  (say  Judge  Breckenridge)  to  procure  their  signatures,  as  an  additional  and  conclusive  evidence 
of  tlie  transfer  of  title.     If  you  see  no  objection  to  this  course,  it  will  be  immediately  taken. 


No.  8. 

Navy  Department,  December  13,  1828. 
Sir:  I  understand  it  to  be  your  wish  to  obtain  a  retransfer  of  so  much  of  the  land  sold  to  the  govern- 


ment as'  will  embrace  your  improvements  and  orange  grove,  and  for  that  purpose  to  have  a  la' 

by  Congress.  j     .    . 

I  would  suggest  that  this  may  not  be  regarded  by  you  as  necessary,  when  you  are  assured  that  so 
much  of  the  land  as  embraces  the  grove  (say  twenty  acres)  may  remain  permanently  under  your  control, 
in  such  manner  that  you  may  cultivate  and  derive  the  profit  from  it.  ^^,,.t,tt  .  t,t. 

I  am,  respectfully,  &c.,  ,         SAMLEL  L.  SOLTHARD. 

U.  M.  Breckenridge,  Esq.,  Tallahassee,  Florida. 
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No.  9. 

T.iLLAHASSEE,  January  5,  1829. 

Sir:  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  two  letters  of  the  13th  of  December 
last,  and  accept  with  pleasure  the  appointment  of  superintendent  of  the  live  oak  plantation  at  Deer  Point. 
I  also  return  yon  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  assurances  you  give  me  that  the  orange  grove  and  improve- 
ments will  remain  permanently  in  my  possession,  which  for  the  present  is  all  1  could  desire. 

Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Samuel  Davis,  who  resides  with  his  family 
on  the  place,  and  appointed  him  overseer,  and  employed  four  of  his  men  who  had  been  previously  em- 
ployed at  the  navy  yard.  It  is  a  great  advantage  to  have  a  person  there  interested  in  the  success  of  the 
undertaking,  and  to  him  the  plan  of  operation  is  perfectly  known.  I  have  also  entered  into  an  agreement 
with  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Garnet,  who  happens  to  be  here  from  Virginia,  for  the  hire  of  ten  men, 
who  are  now  at  Pensacola;  so  that  by  the  tenth  of  this  month,  at  furthest,  the  w^ork  will  have  been  com- 
menced. I  contemplate  being  at  home  before  the  first  of  February,  and  will  then  write  more  fully.  In 
the  meantime,  I  should  be  glad  that  a  copy  of  my  communication  on  the  mode  of  treating  the  live  oak, 
might  be  furnished  me.  I  will  follow  the  advice  of  the  President  in  the  planting  of  acoims;  which,  I  find, 
also  accords  with  the  opinion  of  Commodore  Woolsey,  who  is  well  informed  on  such  subjects,  and  enters 
into  the  views  of  the  President  with  judgment  and  zeal. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant,  11.  M.  BRECKENRIDGE. 

Hon.  Sahuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  U.  S. 


No.  10. 

Navy  Departmext,  February  28,  1829. 
Sir:  Agreeably  to  the  request  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  5th  January,  I  now  transmit  a  copy  of 
your  commiinicaticm  on  the  mode  of  treating  the  live  oak. 
I  am,  respectfully,  &c.. 
By  order.  '  C.  HAY. 

H.  M.  Breckenridge,  Esq.,  near  Pensacola. 


No.  11. 

Navy  Department,  April  7,  1829. 
Sir:  The  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  are  about  to  visit  Pensacola,  and  have  received  instructions  to 
examine  the  several  tracts  of  land  purchased  by  this  Department. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  suspend  all  operations  commenced  under  former  instructions,  relating  to  that 
tract  which  is  under  your  immediate  superintendence,  until  you  shall  hear  further  from  the  Department. 
I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 

JOHN  BRANCH. 
Hon.  H.  M.  Breckenridge,  Sta.  Bom,  near  Pensacola. 


No    12. 

Deer  Point,  April  18,  1829. 

Sir:  By  letter  from  your  predecessor  in  office,  Mr.  Southard,  dated  6th  December  last,  I  was  autho- 
rized and  instructed  to  commence  operations  on  the  land  of  the  .United  States  at  this  place,  for  the  pre- 
servation of  live  oak.  It  will  be  seen  by  my  letters  in  the  Department,  that  I  commenced  as  soon  as 
practicable  on  the  receipt  of  the  instructions  referred  to,  and  now  forward  my  quarterly  report  of  the 
expenses  incurred  and  tiie  progress  mader 

From  the  accounts  now  forwarded,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  expense  does  not  exceed  the  amount  of 
my  estimate,  and  the  work  done  is  much  greater.  I  have  used  the  utmost  economy  in  the  erection  of 
buildings  for  the  laborers,  and  have  hired  them  on  the  same  terms  as  at  the  navy  yard  and  other  public 
works.  I  have  hired  two  white  men — one  to  assist  Captain  Davis,  the  overseer,  and  at  somewhat 
higher  wages  than  the  slaves;  the  other  to  erect  the  necessary  building,  with  the  assistance  of  part  of 
the  hands.  The  provisions  have  been  purchased  on  the  most  reasonable  terms,  considering  tlxj  high 
price  of  all  articles  of  that  kind  in  this  country;  especially  this  winter,  from  the  interruption  of  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Ohio,  whence  we  derive  our  supplies.  The  two  white  men  have  been  allowed  the.  value  of 
their  rations  in  money.  To  the  slaves  the  provisions  have  been  issued  out,  and  a  woman  has  been  em- 
ployed to  cook  for  them. 

The  labor  done  has  exceeded  my  most  sanguine  hopes.  Great  credit  is  due  to  Captain  Davis  for  his 
indefatigal)le  exertions,  as  well  as  tagste  and  judgment,  in  carrying  on  the  work.  His  report  to  me  is  for- 
warded, and  will  shov/  the  progress  made.  The  groves  already  assume  a  beautii'ul  appearance.  We 
have  transplanted  only  a  few.  trees,  and  as  there  were  no  acorns  last  year — the  live  oak  bearing  only 
every  other  other  yn-AV — it  was  impossible  to  commence  a  nursery  tVom  thc:ii,  which,  aoein-ding  to  the 
-opinion  of  some  writers,  is  most  advisable.  Mudi  of  the  time  has  liecn  dikeii  uii  in  errcting  cuinrortablo 
cabins  and  cutting  and-protecting  roads;  that  is,  wide  avenues  grubiu'd  sniMniii,  s(.)  as  to  stiii>  the  pro- 
gress of  the  fires,  whose  destructive  j^fiect  in  those  hammocks  is  inconceivable.  I  am  confident  we  shall 
\)(t  able  to  clear  out  from  thirty  to  forty  thousand  thrifty  young-  trees  in  the  course  of  the  year,  besides 
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attending  to  the  other  operations.  The  immense  heaps  of  brush  left  on  the  ground  I  had  determined  to 
suffer  to  remain  and  rot,  for  the  purpose  of  enriching  the  soil,  and  at  the  same  time  keeping  down  sprouts 
from  the  stuniii-s,  l>iit  I  liiid  it  will  he  iieeessary  to  burn  it  olF  in  those  situations  where  there  is  danger 
from  aceid.'iital  nr  iiiti'iiti.iiial  (■..iill;i-|-.ilii,ii. 

Deer  r.iim  Ik.s  I.ch  a  en,, ,,  |,,r  ilie  supply  i.ffn.'l  to  the  town,  and  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  pre- 
vent th(-  pi-.i.ii.v  ol  ciiiiiii-  wood  hnv  lor  si-.ie.  I  enclose  a  paiagiaph  of  the  editor  of  the  Pensacola 
Gazette,  chully  iloi,\-,.d  lium  mo,  and  coniaiiniig  some  furtlier  information,  although  in  the  details  not 
exactly  corrooi,  pa;  iionlarly  as  lo  ilio  niiinbiT  of  trees,  which  had  not  then  been  counted  and  measured. 

Tiie  following  is  ilie  average  prcs.'ut  value  of  the  trees  cleared  out,  formed  on  the  principle  of 
annuities,  alludi'd  to  in  my  first  communicati(m  to  your  predecessor,  with  the  exception  of  those  of  the 
lirst  class,  which  are  tit  for  immediate  use.  I  believe  the  estimate  is  at  least  twenty-five  per  cent,  too 
low: 

First  class  of  f.dl  grown  trcos,  173,  at  $10  each $1,730  00 

Second  i-lass,  SIX  in.ho^  and  o\,.r,  426  trees,  at  $5  each 2,130  00 

Third  class,  brtwoon  I  wo  and  six  inches,  11,635,  at  50  cents  each 5,817  00 

Fourth,  two  inches  and  under;  at  12i  cents  each,  9,908  trees 1 ,243  00 


§10,920  00 


ve  T  think  it  will  be  seen  that  the  expenses  will  fall  far  short  of  what  would  be  justified 
■  annuties,  which,  in  Great  Britain,  governs  the  estimated  value  of  similar  property, 
vailalile  or  productive. 

Southard  at  the  commencement  of  the  quarter,  requesting  him  to  place  funds  at  my 
lie  e\]ieijses,  but  in  consequence  of  his  illness,  I  presume,  the  subject  was  overlooked; 
has  I. eon  carried  on  at  my  own  expense  or  by  my  credit.     I  hope  the  subject  will  claim 

,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

II.   M.    BRECKENKIDGE. 
Hon.  JoHx  Branch,  Secretarij  of  the  Navy,   U.  S. 

P.  S. — Not  having  entirely  completed  my  accounts,  I  defer  the  transmission  of  the  remainder  until 
next  mail. 

II.  M.  B. 
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No.  13. 

Washin-gton  City,  July  6,  1829. 

Sir:  Being  anxious  to  leave  town,  and  knowing  how  much  you  are  pressed  with  business,  I  have 
thought  it  might  be  more  convenient  to  write  to  you.  The  enclosed  printed  letter  was  addressed  by  me 
to  Mr.  Southard,  at  his  request,  in  June,  1828,  and  contains  the  plan  of  operations  proposed  by  me. 

The  answer  of  Mr.  Southard,  which  you  have  on  record,  was  not  given  until  December,  or  January, 
1829,  and  on  receiving  it  I  was  somewhat  at  a  loss  how  to  act,  no  funds  being  placed  in  my  hands,  and 
it  \vas  not  explained  how  they  were  to  be  procured.  Happening  to  show  the  letter  to  Mr.  Garnet,  of 
Vir,ii,iiiia,  he  eagerly  soliciti'd  the  ernployriient  of  his  hands,  then  at  Pensacola.  To  this  I  acceded,  agreed 
witli  liiiii  for  three  nioiitlis,  and  al'ierwards  for  a  year,  according  to  the  authority  given  me.  I  afterwards 
comiileteil  ilie  nnnilN'r  tweiily  lidin  (',,].  I'.ii-lii,  lormerly  of  North  Carolina,  and  two  other  gentlemen. 

No  fnnds  having  Keen  ]irovided  me,  1  loniid  that  after  Setting  them  to  work  it  was  necessary  to  incur 
a  great  expense  in  feeding  them,  and  in  a  variety  of  incidental  expenditures,  which  will  appear  from  the 
accounts  rendered. 

Having  followed  literally  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navj^,  I  was  not  aware  that  there 
■would  l>e  any  hesitation  in  selllingthe  accounts. 

My  plan  was  lo  employ  tit-mty  hands  for  one  year,  and  then  continue  four  or  five  hands  with  an  over- 
sci'r  al  a  leilmed  price,  say  lialf  of  what  he  at  present  receives;  and  as  to  my  own  services,  without  any 
coinpensation,  except  perliaps  an  occasional  allowance  to  a  clerk,  to  assist  in  making  out  accounts. 

In  the  sale  of  my  lands,  I  reserved  the  privilege  of  removing  my  orange  trees,  but  found  that  they 
were  too  large  to  be  safely  removed,  and  that  I  could  find  no  other  situation  equally  favorable.  I  offered 
to  return  the  money  received,  on  condition  of  a  reconveyance  of  twenty  acres,  but  this  could  not  be  done. 
I  received  the  assii'ranee  of  tli(>  Sei-retaiy  of  the  Navy  that  1  shall  not  be  disturbed  in  the  few  acres  which 
tliev  oi-enp\-.  It  will  recinire  consideiahle  expense  and  miicli  I'ave  for  several  years  before  they  can  be 
rendered  prodneliv.',  and  lhi.<  r,i:i  unlij  l,r  i ifiirni]  hi/  n  snu/'r  nnl iridual,  as  they  cannot  be  considered  as 
an  ol.jeet  lo  tlie  piililic.  I  am  attaelied  to  my  trees',  having  raised  them  from  the  seed,  and  planted  them 
out,  watered  and  pruned  fhein  with  my  own  hands. 

1  have  not  the  remotest  interest  in  the  establishment,  never  having  owned  but  one  slave  in  my  life, 
and  those  who  know  me  will  inform  you  that  avarice  forms  no  part  of  my  character. 

If  it  should  lie  your  opinion  that  the  operation  should  cease  before  the  end  of  the  year  (say  at  the 
end  of  the  second  quarter,  which  will  be  the  IStli  of  the  present  month),  it  is  desirable  that  some  order 
should  be  taken  as  early  as  possible.  If  tenuinated  with  the  second  quarter,  there  will  still  be  a  fraction 
of  the  third  quarter,  say  a  month,  as  the  order  cannot  reach  Pensacola  until  about  the  first  of  August. 

If  it  shimld  be  determined   to   discontinue  the  twenty  hands  before  the  end  of  the  year,  I  would 
recommend  the  continuance  of  the  present  overseer  with  four  or  five  hands,  with  a  reduced  salary;  and 
it  will   afford  me   pleasure  to  continue  to  act  in  the  same  capacity  in  which  I  have  acted,  leaving  it 
entirely  to  the  pleasure  of  the  President  as  to  the  compensation,  if  any,  he  may  think  proper  to  allow. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  BRECKENKIDGE. 

Hon.  John  Branch,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,   U.  S. 
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Navy  Department,  August  30,  1830. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  10th  inst.,  enclosin.G;-  your  account  for  the  quarter  ending  the 
18th  ultimo,  as  superintendent  of  the  live  oak  plantation  near  Pensacola,  and  calling  my  attention  to  the 
overseer's  report,  which  you  also  forwarded.  In  reply  I  have  to  inform  you  that  your  account  and 
vouchers  have  been  referred  to  the  Fourth  Auditor  for  settlement;  and  in  reference  to  the  expenses  on 
account  of  this  concern,  it  is  the  desire  of  the  Department  to  be  brought  to  a  close  as  early  as  practicable, 
vpith  the  understanding  that  they  positively  terminate  with  the  present  year. 
I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  BRANCH. 
H.  M.  Breckekridge,  Supf.,  d-c,  Pensacola,  Florida. 


No.  15. 

Report  of  the  overseer,  of  the  number  and  description  of  live  oaks  cleared  from  other  growth  at  Deer  Point, 
for  the  quarter  ending  the  \'&th  of  April,  1829. 

Full  grown  trees 173 

Six  inches  and  upwards 426 

Between  two  and  six 11, 635 

Two  inches  and  under 9, 968 

Total  number 22 ,  202 

Trees  under  two  inches  are  from  eight  to  twelve  feet  high,  and  may  be  considered  as  nursery  plants 
to  any  part  required. 

Tiie  foregoing  is  a  correct  return  of  the  number  of  live  oaks  on  about  two  hundred  acres  of  land. 
The  hands  have  also  been  employed  cutting  roads  for  the  protection  of  the  work,  as  well  as  to  secure 
from  fires  portions  not  worked  upon.  Part  of  the  hands  have  been  employed  in  erecting  temporary  sheds, 
and  are  nnw  engaged  in  putting  up  more  comfortable  quarters. 

Tlie  aceompanying  map  will  show  the  particular  spots  which  have  been  cleared  out,  and  the  number 
of  trees  at  each. 

SAMUEL  DAVIS,  Overseer. 

April  18,  1829. 


No.  16. 

Report  of  the  overseer  of  the  live  oak  plantation  at  Deer  Point,  for  the  quarter  ending  t'le  18th  of  July,  1830. 

The  hands  have  been  exclusively  employed,  during  the  last  quarter,  in  grubbing  and  pruning;  in  the 
latter  operation  three  hands  have  been  constantly  employed.  The  usual  progress  in  clearing  and  grubbing 
has  not  been  made,  partly  owing  to  the  excessive  heat  of  the  weather  and  loss  of  time  by  the  laborers, 
but  chiefly  on  account  of  the  greater  attention  to  the  entire  removal  of  the  roots,  which  give  rise  to  young 
spronts  of  the  water  oak,  and  other  growtii,  which  spring  up  with  astonishing  rapidity.  Where  the  work 
is  thus  effectually  accomplished,  there  will  be  no  further  attention  required  for  years,  and,  unless  it  is 
done,  a  few  months  will  be  sufficient  to  form  a  complete  thicket. 

The  young  live  oaks  cleared  last  year  are  extremely  thrifty,  and  will,  beyond  a  doubt,  fulfill  every 
expectation.  This  is  more  particularly  observable  in  those  cleared  during  the  first  part  of  the  last  year; 
and  the  difference  is  perceivable  throughout  the  work  of  that  year.  The  trees  which  were  freed  from 
other  growth,  in  the  early  part  of  that  year,  are  now  full  of  young  branches  from  one  to  four  feet  long, 
while  those  cleared  towards  the  close  of  that  year  exhibit  the  beneficial  effects  of  cultivation  in  the  most 
obvious  manner,  compared  to  those  still  encumbered  with  thickets. 

The  young  plants  from  the  acorns  are  still  growing,  but  their  progress  is  slow,  and  many  have  per- 
ished, although  ilicy  have  been  carefully  hoed  over  and  freed  from  g-rass.  My  experience  has  perfectly 
satisfied  me  df  ihi'  curectness  of  the  opinion  you  have  expressed,  that  there  is  no  great  benefit  to  be 
derived  I'loiu  rniiniiig  nurseries,  when  such  a  vast  number  of  young  trees  exist,  already  planted,  and  pos- 
sessing old  roots.  What  has  been  called  the  .scrub  or  shrub  live  oak  is  nothing  more  than  the  genuine 
live  oak  repeatedly  cut  down  by  fires;  it  is  that  which  occupies  the  middle  of  this  tongue  of  land — 
the  thrifty  young  trees  on  the  margin  of  the  water  being  indebted,  for  their  superior  growth  and  thrifty 
appearance,  to  being  less  frequently  assailed  by  the  destructive  element.  The  central  clearing,  made  in 
pursuance  of  the  suggestion  of  Commodore  Rogers,  clearly  proves  this  fact.  Here  the  charac  er  of  the 
tree  seems  already  entirely  changed;  and  where  the  live  oak  shrub  has  been  cut  to  the  ground,  a  healthy, 
straight  shoot  has  sprung  up,  from  three  to  six  feet  in  height — a  growth  equal  to  that  from  the  acorn  in 
three  years.  I  would,  therefore,  recommend  that  much  of  our  spare  time  this  year  be  devoted  to  clearing 
them  out;  they  arc,  it  is  true,  of  the  smaller  order,  that  is,  from  three  to  ten  feet  high;  but  the  superi- 
ority oi'  this  iiioiliod  to  tliat  of  transplanting  is  evident..  The  quantity  in  the  thickets,  between  the  ham- 
mocks along  the  water,  is  immense;  as  to  the  number  of  a  more  healthy  growth,  in  detached  places,  iny 
estimate  is  ten  thou.sainl  from  fifteen  to  twenty  feet  in  height,  and  twenty  thousand  of  a  smaller  size;  these 
will  be  cleared  out  in  the  c.iuise  of  the  third  and  a  part  of  the  fourth  quarters.  I  do  not  recommend 
making  any  plaiitalion.s  in  the  jiine  woods,  when  there  is  so  much  to  operate  upon  to  more  advantage,  with 
vastly  greater  prospects.  AVhile  transplanting-  one  tree,  one  hundred  might  be  cleared  out  with  greater 
certainty  of  ultimate  success. 


1831. J  CULTIVATION    OF    LIVE    OAK    TIMBER.  929 


The  margin  of  the  bay  on  one  side,  and  of  the  sound  on  the  other,  is  as  convenient  for  operatino-  even 
atthe  distance  of  ten  or  fifteen  miles,  as  the  central  pine  woods,  which  commence  only  two  miles'^'above 
this  place,  as  this  is  the  only  hammock  which  extends  across  from  water  to  water.  Those  margins  above 
this  hammock,  with  occasional  interruptions,  have  a  young  growth,  which  might  be  cultivated  to  the 
same  advantage. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  some  alteration  in  the  manner  of  opening  or  clearing  from  that  which 
has  hitherto  been  pursued.  Instead  of  h.nvi,,.^-  ,l,,wn  il,o  intervening  growth,  I  would  first  grub  up  all 
the  shrubbery,  then  pile  or  burn  it  off  whciv  surii,i,.,,t  space  may  be  found,  so  as  not  to  injure  the  live 
oak;  then  girdle  the  larger  trees,  pruning  th<'  liv<^  ,)ak  completely,  thus  permitting  the  larger  growth  to 
decay  by  degrees.  As  to  the  space  between  the  borders,  where  we  have  beeji  thus  far  at  work,  and 
which  space  has  been  erroneously  called  a  live  oak  shrub  thicket,  I  have  already  observed  that  it  is'com- 
pletely  set  with  young  live  oaks,  in  fact,  with  a  much  greater  number  than  ought  to  bo  suffered  to  remain 
on  the  ground:  perhaps  a  million  of  trees  might  be  suffered  to  remain.  Little  more  would  be  necessary,  • 
for  several  years  to  come,  than  to  keep  out  the  fires  and  girdle  the  large  growth  of  pine,  leaving  the  live 
oaks  to  strive  with  the  other  shrubbery  of  the  thicket,  until  it  shall  have  so  far  improved  in  size  as  to 
justify  the  expense  of  clearing  it  out  in  the  manner  executed  along  the  margin  of  the  water.  For  this 
purpose  the  protecting  roads  will  be  all  important.  Others  ought  to  be  cut  besides  those  already  formed, 
besides  going  over  the  latter  so  as  to  make  them  permanent.  By  throwing  the  whole  into  detached  squares^ 
the  same  effect  will  be  produced  as  by  the  vicinity  of  a  sheet  of  waiter.  The  open  spaces,  I  have  no 
doubt,  are  also  favorable  to  the  plant,  on  account  of  the  free  circulation  of  air.  I  am  also  of  opinion  that 
the  roads  ought  to  be  wider;  perhaps  a  space  on  each  side,  say  of  twenty  yards,  might  be  cleared  and 
grubbed,  leaving  the  young  live  oaks.  It  will  be  seen,  however,  that  it  will  not  be  possible,  with  the 
present  number  of  hands,  to  accomplish  the  work  here  suggested  during  the  present  year. 

Among  the  various  experiments  directed  by  you,  I  have  tried  that  of  transplanting  the  young  trees 
from  the  thickets.  Of  those  transplanted  but  a  small  number  have  lived;  these  are  growing,  however, 
and  are  doing  well;  but  the  time  and  labor  consumed  in  this  operation  are  so  g-reat,  compared  to  that  of 
taking  care  of  trees  already  planted  by  the  hand  of  Providence,  that  I  cannot  recommend  its  continuance 
unless  to  fill  such  spaces  as  may  be  found  too  thinly  set,  which  very  rarely  occurs. 

Respectfully  yours,  &c.,  S.  DAVIS. 

H.  M.  Breckenridge,  Superintendent,  <tc. 


No.  n. 
Eeport  of  the  oveiseei',  of  the  labor  done  on  the  live  oak  plantation  for  the  quarter  ending  October  18,  1830. 

Since  my  report  of  the  last  quarter  the  grubbing  has  been  continued,  without  adding  any  new  clear- 
ing, excepting  on  the  borders,  which  have  generally  been  enlarged  and  extended,  but  "no  enumeration 
has  been  made  of  the  additional  trees,  being  of  every  variety  of  the  second  and  third  classes.  In  conse- 
quence of  your  recent  order,  we  have  confined  ourselves  entirely  to  the  groves  already  cleared,  and  to  the 
protecting  roads,  so  as  to  place  the  plantation  in  a  situation  to  I'equire,  in  future,  as  little  labor  as  possi- 
ble, as  it  is  understood  that  it  is  to  terminate  with  the  year.  The  trees  are  in  a  most  flourishing  state; 
they  have  continued  to  grow,  notwithstanding  the  extraordinary  drought  we  have  experienced.  I  hope 
we  shall  be  able,  before  the  end  of  the  year,  to  complete  the  work  in  the  manner  we  are  now  doing  it. 
In  clearing  and  pruning  the  plantation,  five  hands  the  next  year  will  do  as  much  as  ten  this  year;  and, 
after  that,  I  think  but  few  of  the  trees,  which  will  thus  have  three  years'  work  on  them,  will  require 
much  attention  for  a  huig  time  to  come. 

I  have  felt  great  anxiety  to  keep  out  the  fires,  and  have  had  several  of  the  hands  occasionally 
employed  in  watching  on  account  of  the  dreadful  fires  which  have  prevailed  this  season,  which  have 
destroyed  whole  forests.  The  situation  of  the  plantation  was  very  much  exposed,  especially  from  the 
quantity  of  brush  still  undecayed. 

SAMUEL  DAVIS. 


•  No.    18. 

Report  of  the  overseer,  of  the  number  and  description  of  live  oaks  cleared  from  other  gy-oicth  at  Deer  Point, 
for  the  quarter  ending  July  18, 1829. 

Full  grown  trees 40 

Six  inches  and  over 977 

Between  two  and  six 15,666 

Two  inches  and  under 5, 629 

Total  number 22,303 

Sir:  I  herewith  transmit  a  report  of  my  progress,  for  the  quarter  ending  July  18,  1829,  with  such 
other  remarks  as  have  been  made  apparent  in  the  progress  of  my  labor.  The  nature  of  the  soil  being  a 
dry  sandy,  I  have  thought  best  to  leave  a  greater  number  of  trees  remaining  than  will  ultimately  be 
necessary  to  occupy  it,  with  a  view  of  reducing  them  as  they  advance  in  size,  until  the  proper  number  is 
left,  for  the  following  reasons:  for  the  purpose  of  selecting  from  among  them  the  most  thrifty  and  most 
valuable  forms;  also,  for  the  protection  they  will  afford  to  each  other  from  wind  and  the  all-powerful  rays 
of  the  sun. 

VOL.  III. 117  L 
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For  ti-ansplahting,  I  propose  tlie  following  plan: 

To  commence  early  iu  the  spring,  before  the  sap  circulates  in  the  tree,  .without  anj- previous  prepara- 
tion of  the  soil  more  than  to  remove  the  large  growth;  then  to  open  the  earth,  say  a  space  of  three  feet 
diameter,  to  be  occupied  by  the  plant;  the  young  tree  to  have  its  roots  cut  at  least  eighteen  inches  from 
the  stem;  then  raise  it  up  wifli  as  much  earthy  matter  as  possible;  thus  plant  it  in  the  place  prepared. 

Of  acorns  I  think  we  shall  have  an  abundant  crop,  should  experiments  be  required  with  the  acorn. 

From  experiments  made  by  myself  and  others,  I  apprehend  no  difficulty  in  the  transplanting  of  live 
oak  more  than  any  other  tree  of  the  forest.  The  difficulty  exists  more  in  the  nature  of  tlie  soil  than  the 
plant,  owing  to  the  dryness  of  its  nature,  which  ought  to  be  guarded  against  as  much  as  possible. 

I  have  had  eight  acres  of  thicket  grubbed  between  the  bay  and  sound,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining 
the  probability  of  cultivating  the  oak  on  that  part  now  occupied  entirely  by  shrubbery,  (an  idea  suggested 
by  Commodore  J.  Eogers)  that  the  fact  should  be  ascertained  as  soon  as  possible,  either  from  the  present 
plants  already  on  the  ground,  or  by  transplanting  a  more  thrifty  young  tree.  It  is  already  sufficiently 
occupied  with  the  live  oak  of  from  one  to  three  inches  in  diameter,  and  from  five  to  ten  feet  perpendicular 
height.  Those  hammocks  cleared  since  your  departure  are  more  extensive  than  was  supposed,  viz.,  east 
of  the  house  and  south  of  the  landing  in  the  rear  of  the  Baygall. 

I  certify  that  the  above  number  is  a  correct  statement. 

SAMUEL  DAYIS,  Oi-erseer. 

To  H.  M.  Beeckexkidge,  Esq.,  Superintendent  of  Live  Oak  at  Deer  Point,  Florida. 


Reijort  of  the  overseer,  of  labor  done  at  the  live  oak  plantation  at  Deer  Point,  for  a  imrt  of  the  fourth  and  last 
quarter,  ending  January  18,  1830. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  what  has  been  done  since  the  report,  including  the  third  and  a  part 
of  the  t\)urth  quarters. 

The  o-rubbing  of  the  thicket  has  been  completed;  the  protecting  roads  have  been  regrubbed;  an 
additionarroad  has  been  made  from  the  big  bluff  on  the  sound,  to  the  head  of  the  spring  in  the  rear 
of  the  cove-  also,  one  connected  with  tlic  road  leading  to  the  bayou  at  the  Navy  cove,  for  the  purpose  of 
affording  a' ready  communication  with  that  place,  as  there  is  a  l.arge  quantity  of  wood  in  that  quarter, 
which,  if  ordered,  must  be  delivered  at  the  cove;  the  three-rail  post  fence  has  been  completed,  and 
one  of  the  enclosures,  and  a  part  of  llic  ntlicr,  liave  been  planted  with  acorns;  the  other  part  has  been 
kept  for  exiicrimcntal'  traiisjilautiiiLi-  nl'  thi'  yming  live  oak.  The  boat,  or  lighter,  that  has  been  used  for 
conveviii^-  I'lnvisiciis  iVniii  I'msaciila  t.>  \\iU  place,  is  no  longer  seaworthy,  having  been  much  injured  in 
a  storin  ini  the  14th  d'  Itfi-ciiilNT.  Slii.iild  thi.s  business  be  continued  it  will  be  necessary  to  provide 
^tiotlipr  boat  (if  a  lar"-cr  size  tor  the  piuiinsi;  of  crossing  the  necessary  supplies  from  Pensacola. 

'  ^'  S.  DAVIS,  Oi-ersm-. 

Deek  Poixt,  January  19,  1830. 


No.  20. 

Renort  of  the  overseer,  of  labor  done  at  (he  live  oak  plantation.  Deer  Point,  for  the  quarter  ending  the  ISfh  of 
'■         '  '  April,  1830. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  what  has  been  done  since  the  report  ending  the  18th  of  January  last. 

The  principal  part  of  our  time  has  been  employed  in  pruning,  grubbing,  and  sprouting,  of  which  I 
think  one-third  of  the  whole  has  been  completed;  to  this  may  be  added  the  following  number  of  trees 
cleared  from  other  growth,  as  follows: 

Six  inches  and  over 

From  two  to  six  inches 

Two  inches  and  under 


294 


Total. 


..•553 


In  compliance  with  your  order,  I  have  ascertained  that  to  deliver  wood,  corded,  on  the  bay  or  sound, 
will  cost  the  government  one  dollar  per  cord,  and  have  informed  John  Tutt  of  the  same. 

^  S.  DAYIS,  Overseer. 


Philadelphia,  September  1,  1829. 

Sir:  I  enclose  the  accounts  and  reports  of  the  live  oak  plantations  at  Deer  Point,  for  the  quarter 
ending  the  18th  Jul  v. 

It  will  be  seen  that  tlie  expense  is  considerably  less  than  that  of  the  former  quarter,  while  the  ope- 
rations exhibit  a  more  favorable  result.  About  an  equal  number  of  trees  have  been  cleared  and  pruned, 
but  of  a  superior  size.  Eight  acres  of  live  oak  thicket  have  been  cleared  and  grubbed,  in  order  to  ascer- 
tain the  progress  of  the  young  live  oak  from  eight  to  ten  feet  high,  a  sufficient  quantity  being  left  to 
occupy  the  ground. 

There  are  now  upwards  of  forty  thousand  trees  pruned  and  cleared,   ten  thousand  more   than  I 
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expected  to  clear  during  the  year.  I  think  I  may  s  ilVly  cilculati-  (ni  nl  lc,is(  sivty  Ilinu-^aiHl  at  tlie  close 
of  the  year,  which  will  prohably  complete  the  wh()h>  bill .k'v  (jI'  Ihi  ilty  youn--  iicrk  al./n^  the  iiiar<;'iii  of 
the  warcr.  T'l-  f'..-r'-..K  ncmuyUv::^  tlw  uuddlo  -ruuiid  will  blill  remain;  audi  have  always  been  conlident 
that,  if  af      '  '        will  iuii <  ijimI  tlM,-<' on  the  borders.     For  the  present,  the  mere  precaution 

Ofkccpill,  >     II    b.M.rilM,   111. 

The  lit'  II       II        (M[iM^iiii_  .if  (hi   ('  double" c'abins,  with  enclosures,  have  been  completed, 

and  aboui   m\  i.kI.        i    i  i\  up  himI. 

L'aiilaiii    Dn  i    put  with   some  remarks  which  perfectly  accord  with  my 

opinion.     I  1,il..'  :  ,    i        <  niliiiii,  him  as  a  most  industrious  and  ina,'enious  man,   and 

one  adinir.'M'     ,■     |  ,  ,  I       •  ,lr -I  tli.-  on-ra+ivc  l.r.inch  of  this  undertaking      IF- lias 

four  g-oixl  I    '  ,,       ,  -I    •     1       I  I  1    .111  iiilcK-t  111  its  success.     If  the  -o\ ,  m  mnt 

by  its  au    ,  .  ,        ^  I    ,,  ,    ,  t.i  ,.\tcii<l   IhcsL"  operations  to  tlir   li  "■  !i  mi- 

inocks  ill    ■  !  ',11    wliK  h  v^cio  pmchased  by  the  govciiiiiii  ut  .ilioiit 

thirty  y(..,  ,i  ,  .,n,i,    1   would  strongly  recommend  tlie  plantation  of 

Deer  F(ji.i  '         I  i  iln  d  if  Mr.  Davis  could  be  continued  in  the  capacity  of 

overseci  ai  ,.  i.    i     '  ■ '  '  tl}  acijuainted  with  the  business,  and  entering  into 

it  with  z.'.tl,  .1,1  u    „■,  u.,  u.u-  niu,,-  lik,-U   t..  be  u-.,-lul  in  Ihat  way. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant,  II.  J[.  BPiECKENFIDGE. 

Hon.  JoHX  Branch,  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 


B. 

Extract  from  the  rejjort  cf  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  December  1,  182T. 

Under  the  second  section  of  the  act  for  the  gradual  improvement  of  the  navy,  passed  at  the  last 
session,  contracts  have  been  made  for  the  frames  of  five  ships  of  the  line,  five  frigates,  and  five  sloops- 
of-war. 

Lender  the  authority  vested  in  the  Executive,  reservations  of  laud  have  been  made  in  Louisiana 
and  Alabama,  and  of  a  tract  adjoining  the  Navy  yard  at  Pensacola.  Orders  have  been  given  to  the 
commandant  of  the  yard  to  plant  live  oak  on  the  latter.  An  examination  of  the  coasts  of  South  Carolina, 
Georgia,  and  Florida,  as  far  south  as  Mosquito  inlet,  has  been  made,  with  a  view  to  the  purchase  and 
reservation  of  land  having  timber  uiion  it. 


January  29,  1S28. 
^iR  I  have  cousideied  youi  propositions  in  relation  to  the  purchase  of  a  tract  of  800  arpents  of  land 
in  the  Sound  of  banta  Rosa  supposed  to  be  valuable  to  the  United  States  for  the  live  oak  now  upon  it, 
,nd  f  1  the  puip  s  t  ^ivm^  t)  the  United  States  the  exclusive  possession  and  management  of  the 
iLHinsuli  1  Lt^^l(.  tl  ^  11  1  t  s  uita  Ros^  and  Pensacola  Bay,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  continuous 
iiiiititi  n     f  li\  I   I    tl     t  itiue  supply  of  the  navy.     This  tract  extends  from  the  sound  to  the  bay, 

11 1  tl       ill     1      I   I'      1  1  ii    1  -t  t  ■>  cannot  pass  or  repass  to  or  from  the  reservation  you_propose  of  the 
111  1       tl  1    u^li  it      There  is  also  a  large  spring  upon  it,  which  su]Dplied  the  navy 

\  II     I  1  1  ngland      On  either  side  the  land  can  be  approached  by  water,  and  its 

I  1  I  1  1   II 1  lb  it  of  inappreciable  value  to  the  United  States.     I  am  willing  to  take 

II  I  1  tb  the  sum  of  eighteen  hundred  dollars;  and  if  you  want  the  live  oak  upon  it, 
w  ill      I                             I  IjUaib  foi  it,  which  sum  shall  be  in  part  pay  for  the  land,  if  you  think  proper 

I   II   '  Mon  of  Cong  less.     I  have  also  proposed  to  purchase  the  remaining  four  liim- 

li    1   II I    I  I  I  1  igC  Bicckeniidge,  which  you  shall  have  on  the  same  terms.     I  have  authorized 

113  To*-"^   "^  1'  I'l'  ^     exchange  ei(,ht  lots  I  have  in  Tallahassee  for  it.     I  expect  an  answer  in  a  few 

\LLks 

I  anij  with  gieat  lespcct,  sii   your  most  obedient  servant,  JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 

H  n   S\mii  L   SeiinvrD    S   letanj  (f  the  Navy. 


An  article  of  agreement  between  Joseph  M.  White,  of  Florida,  and  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  acting  for  the  United  States. 
It  is  agreed  between  the  parties  aforesaid,  that  Joseph  M.  White  shall  use  his  exertions  to  procure 
and  make  a  title  to  the  United  States,  without  further  expense  than  is  specified  below,  to  twelve  hundred 
arpents  of  land  on  the  Sound  of  Santa  Rosa,  mentitnied  in  his  letter  of  to-day,  and  he  shall  receive  for  the 
same  the  sum  of  twenty-seven  hundred  dollars  in  full,  ei-lit  lumdred  of  which  shall  be  paid  at  this  time; 
and  if  anything  should  prevent  his  procuring  the  four  huiulred  adjoining  Judge  Breckenridge,  this  agree- 
ment shall  extend  to  the  800  now  owned  by  him,  at  the  same  rate,  to  wit,  for  the  sum  of  $1,800;  and  if 
any  eaiis-  sli.iiild  obstruct  the  execution  of  the  contract,  the  $800  now  advanced  shall  be  a  full  payment 
fir  till"  live  uak  now  upon  the  land  owned  by  him,  and  which  is  to  be  considered  as  purchased  from  this 
date. 

SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 
JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 
Washington,  January  29,  1828. 
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Copy  of  a  deed  from  Joseph  M.  White  to  Samuel  L.  Southard. 
District  of  Coluiibia: 

This  indenture,  made  the  10th  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-eight,  by  and  between  Joseph  M.  White,  delegate  in  Congress  from  Florida,  of  the  one  part,  and 
Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  acting  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  other  part,  wiLnesseth:  That  the  said  Joseph  M.  White,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum 
c>f  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  to  him  in  hand  well  and  truly  paid  by  the  said  Samuel  L.  Southard, 
the  receipt  whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged,  hath  bargained,  sold,  aliened,  conveyed,  and  confirmed,  and 
by  these  presents  doth  bargain,  sell,  alien,  convey,  and  confirm  unto  the  said  Samuel  L.  Southard,  for  the 
use  and  benefit  of  the  United  States,  all  that  tract  of  land,  containing  twelve  hundred  arpents,  situate  on 
Santa  Rosa  Sound,  about  four  miles  below  Deer  Point,  fronting  said  sound,  in  the  county  of  Escambia, 
and  Territory  of  Florida;  which  said  tract  of  land  was  granted  by  the  Spanish  government  to  Samora 
and  Jayme  Barcelo,  and  confirmed  by  the  land  commissioners  of  the  United  States,  for  West  Florida  afore- 
said, to  Henry  M.  Breckenridge  and  Richard  K.  Call,  which  confirmation  was  approved  by  an  act  of  Con- 
gress; and  which  tract  was  conveyed  by  the  said  Breckenridge  and  Call  to  the  said  Joseph  M.  White,  and 
is  more  particularly  described  in  the  plats  of  survey  recorded  in  the  books  of  the  said  commissioners,  and 
now  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  keeper  of  the  public  archives  of  Pens  cola,  together  with  all  and  singu- 
lar the  issues,  rights,  members,  and  appurtenances,  to  the  said  tract  of  land  belonging,  or  in  anywise 
appertaining-:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  tract  of  land,  together  with  the  appurtenances  thereof,  unto 
them,  the  said  United  States,  forever.  In  witness  wliereof,  the  said  Joseph  M.  White  hath  hereunto  set 
his  hand  and  seal,  at  the  city  of  Washington,  and  district  aforesaid. 

JOSEPH  M.  WHITE,     [l.  s.] 

Signed,  sealed,  and  acknowledged  in  our  presence:  J.  N.  Moulder. 

R,  S.  Briscoe. 

We,  the  undersigned,  justices  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county  of  Washington,  do  hereby  certify 
that  Joseph  M.  White,  a  party  to  the  foregoing  indenture,  did  in  our  presence  acknowledge  his  signature 
and  seal  to  the  same,  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

J.  N.  MOULDER,  J.  P. 
R.  S.  BRISCOE,  J.  P. 


H.  31.  Breckenridge  to  Joseph  M.   White. 

This  indenture,  made  this  fourteenth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty-five,  between  Henry  M.  Breckenridge,  of  the  county  of  Escambia,  and  Territory  of  Florida,  of  the 
one  part,  and  Joseph  M.  White,  of  the  same  county  and  Territory,  of  the  other  part,  witnesseth:  That,  for 
and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  seventy-two  dollars,  lawful  money  of  the  United 
States,  in  hand  paid  Uy  the  said  Joseph  M.  White,  the  receipt  whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged,  the  said 
Henry  M.  Breckenridge  hath  given,  granted,  bargained,  and  sold,  and  by  these  presents  doth  give,  grant, 
bargain,  and  sell  unto  the  said  Joseph  M.  White,  four  hundred  arpents  of  land  of  a  tract  of  eight  hundred 
arpents  undivided;  the  half  of  which  has  been  sold  to  John  R.  Fenwick,  of  the  United  States  army;  situate, 
lying,  and  being  in  the  county  and  Territory  aforesaid,  on  Santa  Rosa  Sound,  adjoining  the  tract  now 
owned  by  the  said  Breckenridge  and  Call,  commonly  called  the  Siinond  tract;  which  said  tract  of  land 
was  conveyed  by  Juan  Garreta,  the  executor  of  Simond,  to  Henry  M.  Breckenridge,  and  confirmed  in  his 
name:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  tract  of  four  hundred  aprents  of  the  said  undivided  tract  unto  him, 
the  said  Joseph  M.  White,  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever.  And  the  said  Henry  M.  Breckenridge,  for  him- 
self, his  lieirs,  executors,  and  administrators,  will  warrant  and  defend  the  title  to  the  said  land  against 
himself,  and  all  claiming  by,  through,  or  under  him. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  the  day  above  written. 

H.  M.  BRECKENRIDGE.     [seal.] 

Signed  and  acknowledged  in  the  presence  of  W.  Hasell  Hunt. 

Territory  of  Florida,  Escambia  County: 

Before  me,  John  Miller,  clerk  of  the  county  court  for  the  county  aforesaid,  personally  appeared  H. 
M.  Breckenridge,  and  acknowledged  the  foregoing  instrument  of  writing  to  be  his  act  and  deed  for  the 
purposes  therein  mentioned. 

Acknowledged  before  me  this  eighteenth  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1825. 

JOHN  MILLER,  Qerk, 
By  W.  Hasell  Huxt,  I).  C. 
Territory  of  Florida,  EscambiaCounty: 

I,  Micajah  Crupper,  clerk  of  the  county  court  for  the  county  aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  that  the 
toreg-omg  deed  is  a  true  and  perfect  copy  taken  from  the  record  now  in  my  office. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  said  court,  this  the  eighth 
day  of  September,  A.  D.  1828. 

M.  CRUPPER,  Clerk,     [seal.] 
By  J.  G.  Drake,  D.  C. 
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District  of  Colvmbia,    Waf<hi>ujfon   City: 

Tliis  indenture,  made  by  and  between  Henry  M.  Breckenridge,  of  the  Territory  of  Florida  of  the 
one  part,  and  Josepii  M.  White,  of  tlie  said  Territory,  of  the  nth.n-  part,  witnesseth:  That  for  and'in  con- 
sideration of  live  hundred  doihu-s,  Liwiul  money,  t..  tin.'  said  Henry  .\f.  i;riM-kciiri.l,i;-c  in  hand  paid  by  the 
said  Joseph  M.  Wiiite,  the  receipt  uliercnf  i,-.  hnvliy  arkuMwl.'d-vd,  huii  ur.mtrd,  bargained,  and  sold, 
and  doth  hereby  grant,  barguiii,  an.l  sell,  unto  thr  said  .losi.ph  .M .  Whilr,  all  thai  tract  and  parcel  of  land 

situate  in  AVest  Florida,  in  the  countv  of  KsraniMa,  alioiu  tour  miles  IV Deer    Point    lyinn-  between  the 

Sound  of  Santa  Rosa  and  I'eiisarola  liay,  and  contaming  |o„r  liuiMlred  arpenls  (I'l,,'  sa7ne  being  the 
undivided  half  of  a  trart  of  ee^'ht  liiiiidred  ar|ieuis,  wliieli  was  L;-raated  l,v  the  S|.aiii,>h  -overinieMit  to  one 
Samora,  and  eonveyed  hy  his  repieseutatives  to  th.'  said  Henry  M.  Ih'erkenrhU-e,  au.l  afterwards  coa- 
firnied  to  tiie  said  Henry  M.  Breckenridge  by  the  commissioners  of  the  rniteil  States  appointed  to 
ascertain  claims  and  titles  to  lands  in  West  Florida  aforesaid,  and  which  coulirniitioii  w  is  approved  and 
confirmed  by  an  act  of  Congress,  and  of  which  one  undivided  half  was  conveyed  to  the  said  Joseph  M. 
White  b3'  deed:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  described  tract  or  parcel  of  land,  with  all  and  singular  the 
appurtenances,  to  the  said  Joseph  M.  White,  his  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever.) 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  this  twenty-eighth  day  of  January,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-eight. 

H.  M.  BRECKENRIDGE.     [seal.] 

Signed  and  sealed  in  the  presence  of  F.  Lowndes. 

Alexander  McDonald. 

District  of  Columbia,  County  of  Washington: 

Before  me,  Richard  S.  Briscoe,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  said  county,  personally  appeared 
H.  M.  Breckenridge,  whose  signature  is  affixed  to  the  foregoing  instrument  of  writing,  and  acknowledged 
the  same  to  be  his  act  and  deed  for  the  purpose  therein  contained.  In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereto  set 
m}^  hand  and  seal,  this  29th  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-eight. 

R.  S.  BRISCOE,  /.  P.     [seal.] 

District  of  Columbia,    County  of  Washington: 

Be  it  remembered  that,  on  this  29th  day  of  January,  1829,  personally  appeared  before  me,  one  of  the 
justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  aforesaid,  H.  M.  Breckenridge,  and  acknowledged  the  within  instru- 
ment of  writing  to  be  his  act  and  deed. 

C.  H.  W.  WHARTON,  J.  P.     [seal.] 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting: 

I  certify  that  Richard  S.  Briscoe  and  C.  H.  W.  Wharton,  whose  names  are  subscribed  to  the  annexed 
instrument  of  writing,  are,  and  were  at  the  time  of  signing  the  same,  justices  of  the  peace  for  Washing- 
ton county,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  duly  appointed  and  commissioned,  and  that  full  faith  is  due  to 
all  their  acts  as  such. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I, ,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  have  hereunto  sub- 
scribed my  name,  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  Department  of  State  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington  this  twenty-ninth  day  of  Januaiy,  A.  D.  1828,  and  of  the  independ- 
ence of  the  United  States  of  America  the  fifty-second. 

H.  CLAY,     [seal.] 

District  of  Columbia,   County  of  Washingtoii: 

Be  it  remembered  that,  on  this  29th  day  of  January,  1829,  personally  appeared  before  me,  one  of  the 
justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  aforesaid,  H.  M.  Breckenridge,  and  acknowledged  the  within  instru- 
ment of  writing  to  be  his  act  and  deed. 

C.  H.  W.  WHARTON,  J.  P.     [se.^l.] 

Territory  of  Florida,   County  of  Escambia: 

I,  Micajah  Crupper,  clerk  of  the  county  court  for  the  county  aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  that  the 
foregoing  deed  is  recorded  in  my  office,  and  that  there  is  no  other  deed  of  the  land  therein  conveyed, 
made  by  H.  M.  Breckenridge,  of  record;  and  that  mine  is  the  only  legally  authorized  recording  office  for 
such  conveyances  within  said  county. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  affixed  the  seal  of  said  court,  this  the  eighth 
dav  of  September,  A.  D.  1828. 

M.  CRUPPER,  Clerk, 
By  J.  G.  Drake,  Deputy  Clerk. 


H. 

R.  K.  Call  and  wife  to  Joseph  31.  White. 

This  indenture,  made  this  sixth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-eight,  between  Richard  K.  Call,  and  Mary  L.  Call  his  wife,  of  the  county  Leon,  and  Territory  of 
Florida,  of  the  one  part,  and  Joseph  M.  White,  of  the  Territory  aforesaid,  of  the  other  part,  witnesseth: 
That  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars,  lawful 
money  of  the  United  States,  to  them  in  hand  paid,  the  receipt  whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged,  hath 
granted,  bargained,  and  sold,  and  by  these  presents  doth  grant,  bargain,  and  sell,  unto  the  said  party  of 
the  second  part,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  a  certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land,  containing  four  hundred  arpents, 
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be  the  same  more  or  less,  lying  and  being-  in  the  county  of  Escambia,  and  Territory  of  Florida,  and 
bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Bay  of  Fensacola,  on  the  east  by  the.  lands  of  Ilenry  ^[.  Breckenridge,  on  the 
south  by  the  Sound  of  Sta.  Rosa,  and  on  the  west  by  the  land  of  Henry  M.  i'lv.  !,  i  rj  i^c,  in  h;ivf  ami  to 
hold  the  said  tract  or  parcel  of  land,  with  the  appurtenances  thereto  1;  I  ,  ,        ;  i  i\\:-  ^.ai/l  iiany  <>f 

the  second  part,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  for  ever.  And  the  said  party  of  ih  .,,  ,  j.,! , ,  ..  .■  tin  ni-.i.!  vcs,  their 
heirs,  their  executors,  and  administrators,  doth  hereby  covenant  and  agice,  iu  and  wuli  the  said  inirly  of 
the  second  part,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  that  they  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  and  their  heirs,  the  said 
tract  or  parcel  of  land,  with  their  appurtenances,  unto  him  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  his  heirs 
and  assigns,  shall  and  will  by  these  presents  for  ever  warrant  and  defend. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  hath  liereunto  set  tlieir  hands,  and  affixed  their 
seals,  the  day  and  year  above  written. 

R.  K.  CALL.     [l.  s.] 
M.  L.  CALL.     [l.  s.J 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of  Christopher  E.  Gadsdex. 

John  Y.   Garey,  J.  P. 

I,  Mary  L.  Call,  wife  of  R.  K.  Call,  freely  relinquish  all  my  riglit  of  dower  in  the  above-described 
tract  of  land,  containing  four  hundred  arpents,  without  fear,  and  of  mv  own  choice  and  free  will. 

M.  L.  CALL.     [l.  s.] 

Territory  of  Florida,  County  of  Leon: 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Mrs.  Marj^  L.  Call,  wife  of  R.  K.  Call,  who,  being  examined  separate 
and  apart  from  her  said  husband,  declared  that  she  freely  relinquished  her  dower  in  the  property  intended 
to  be  conveyed  by  the  within  instrument  or  deed,  and  that  witiiont  fear  or  compulsion,  this  6th  May, 
A.  D.  1828. 

JOHN  Y.  GAREY,  J.  P. 

Leon  County  Court,  Clerk''s  Office,  ss: 

Be  it  remembered  that,  on  tliis  10th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1828,  the  foregoing  instrument  was  brought 
to  this  county  nllii'c  fur  record;  and  on  its  being  proved  before  me,  Samuel  Read,  deputy  clerk  for  Cary 
Nicholas,  r\rrV  nT  jhi>  e(junty  court  of  the  county  of  Leon,  Florida,  by  the  oath  of  John  Y.  Garey,  one  of 
the  sultsciiliiiig  wiliicsses,  it  is  hereby  recorded.     Witness  mj'  official  signature,  the  date  above  .given. 

SAMUEL  REED,  Deputy  Clerk, 
For  C.  Nicholas,  Clerk. 

Territory  of  Florida,  County  of  Escamhia: 

I,  M.  Crupper,  clerk  of  the  county  court  for  the  county  aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  within 
deed  is  recorded  in  my  office,  and  that  there  is  no  other  deed  of  the  land  therein  conveyed,  made  by  the 
said  Call  and  wife,  of  record;  and  that  mine  is  the  only  legally  authorized  recording  office  for  such  con- 
veyances in  said  county.  In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  affixed  the  seal  of  said 
court,  this  the  eighth  day  of  September,  A.  D.  1828. 

M.  CRUPPER,  Clerk, 
By  J.  G.  Drake,  Deputy  Clerk. 


I. 

Statement  of  Joseph  M.  White's  accounts  with  the  United  States. 

To  whom  and  when  paid  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty-one  dollars  and  eleven  cents, 
for  the  purchase  of  3,650  arpents  of  land  in  West  Florida. 
1828. 

January  29.     Paid  Joseph  M.  White $800  00 

March     22.     Paid  Joseph  M.  AVhite 1,900  00 

May         21.     Paid  Joseph  M.  White 2, 361   11 


$5,061   11 

March      21 .     Paid  Joseph  M.  Wliite,  attorney  for  Henry  M.  Breckenridge 2 ,  200  00 

March       21.     Paid  Joseph  M.  Wliite,  attorney  for  Francisco  and  Fernando  Moreno 3,000  00 


Treasury  Departjient,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  Decenitjer  20,  1830. 

AMOS  KENDALL. 


I,  2. 


3  United  States, 


To  Joseph  M.  White,  Dr. 

For  the  live  oak  on  the  tract  of  400  arpents  of  land,  east  of,  and  immediately  adjoining,  the  tract  of 
H.  M.  Breckenridge.  luing  tin'  parcel  purchased  by  the  said  White  since  his  contract  with  "the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  of  the  J'.ith  uf  .ianuary  last,  and  mentioned  therein $400  00 

N.  B. — The  original  of  this  paper  is  in  Mr.  Wlute's  own  handwriting. 
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I,  3, 
Tlie  United  States, 

To  Joseph  M.  White,  Dv. 

For  1,200  arpents  of  land  in  West  Fkirida,  sold  to  the  United  States  for  the  use  of  the  Navy 

DopartJiviit.  Iv  vrr.  I'  r $2,  TOO  00 

For  1,251)  n;   .       --.M:  ,,;■,„■ 2,30111 

For  400  ai  I        ■  i.      Inr  Henry  M.  Breckenridge,  for 2,200  00 

For  800  arp.  :-;>  -•■':•:  : -.  i:i- .        :,i,  .,1,   >    r< ir  Francisco  and  Feruao'do  Moreno,  for 3,000  00 


Three  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty  arpents §10   261   11 


the  C 


land  wi.n-c  purchased  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,   at  tin 


B   prices 


f  the  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
iiavy  for  \]u-  \>-Ar  Is.'s.  A  jmri  nf  th,.  aiiiuntit  ^\■as  agreed  to  be  paid  for  the  timber  on  the  land  before 
IhT  pnrt/hasc  was  made     The  \vh(ilc  is  accurdiiig  to  the  agreement  of  the  Department,  and  the  account 

Decejiber  4,  1828.  g_  i^    g_ 

Treasury  Departmext,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  December  20,  1830. 
I  certify  that  the  within  is  a  correct  copy  of  the  original  voucher  on  file  in  this  ofBce. 

AMOS  KENDALL. 


Articles  of  agreement  betiveen  Samuel  L.  Southard  and  Jose^jh  31.  White. 

This  aiticlc  III"  I    1    c    .   I  1  "    I  wren  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  for  and  in  behalf  of 
the  Tiiiti  d  Male-   ^1  i   1    and  Joseph  M.  White,  of  Florida,  of  the  other  part,  v^itnesseth:  That 

the  -  lid  -,iniu.-l  I.  1.^-  desirous  to  procure  two  tracts  of  land  near  the  coast  of  the  Gulf  of 

Mrxii  M,  .Did  1  <  ;\\  .  ,1  .  ..1. 1  :;ayou  Grande  or  Big  Bayou,  for  the  purpose  of  completing  a  reservation 
with  a  \  ii  w  ..r  in,ikiii_;  a  pLnnaucut  plantation  of  live  oak  for  the  future  supply  of  the  navy,  and  con- 
sidiTiii--  the  '  vlii.^iu^liiurnt  of  these  claims,  supposed  to  contain  eighteen  hundred  arpents,  to  be  of 
great  iM'iii  lit  In  \\',  \  ,m  d  States,  doth  covenant  and  agree,  to  and  with  the  said  Joseph  M.  White,  that, 
if  li<  \\  n  pKH  111,.  ,111  1  make,  or  cause  to  be  procured  and  made,  within  four  months,  titles  to  the  said 
tra.  K  nf  l.iml.  ilic  s  .id  Samuel  L.  Southard  will  pay  to  him  the  sum  of  three  thousand  four  hundred 


is  not  procured,  at  the  same  rate  for  such  part  which  may  be  obtained  and 
ated;  and  the  said  White  covenants  to  use  diligence  in  endeavoring  to  obtain 


ands  and  seals,  this  22d  of  March,  1828. 


SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD,     [e.  s.l 
JOSEPH  M.  WHITE.  [l.  s.] 


Cojoy  of  a  deed  from.  Joseph  31.  White  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

This  indenture,  made  this  27th  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight,  between  Joseph  M.  White,  of  the  one  part,  and  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  other  part,  witnesseth:  That  the  said  Joseph  M.  White,  for  and  in  consideration  of 
two  thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty-one  dollars  and  eleven  C(  n;.  Ii  ■  ;,  .ipt  whereof  is  hereby 
acknoAvk'dged,  hath  bargained,  sold,  aliened,  and  conveyed,  and  l.\    ..  .  uis  doth  bargain,  sell, 

alien,  and  convey,  unto  the  said  Samuel  L.  Southard,  for  the  use  rA'  m  !  ,i:  i  .-^lates,  twelve  hundred 
and  !i!'!_v  ariHMifs  of  land,  situate  in  West  Florida,  between  Bayou  (;,;i:  I'lv.-i'i.  rn;*;  t'-,   Oulf  of 

Moxi    .    '  :;  i-.irt  of  the  same  which  the  said  Samuel  L.  Soutli;-!  I  !    i    '  :      .    :  i   ,    ,    utract 

eiito,     !     ':       M     i'^  22d  March,  1828,  which  said  twelve  hundred  a  11-^  ,        >  ,,,  :    ,  ,i- part 

of  a  n:  oi  or, I, lined  by  the  United  States  commissioners  to  Joaipiim  i'.an  i.i,  i.ou  :  oijo  Jii'i-i,  -d  and 
fifty  arpents  of  a  tract  of  one  thousand,  one  hundred  and  fifty  having  been  sold,  and  four  hundred  arpenta 
of  the  tract  of  eight  hundred  confirmed  to  Barrios  by  the  commissioners  aforesaid,  together  with  all  and 
singular  the  appurtenances  to  the  said  tracts;  to  have  and  to  hold  unto  the  United  States  forever.  In 
witness  whereof,  the  said  Joseph  M.  White  hath  hereunto  set  his  hand  and  seal,  at  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, the  date  above  written. 

JOSEPH  M.  WHITE,     [l.  s.] 

Signed,  sealed,  and  acknowledged,  in  presence  of  R.  S.  Briscoe. 

E>focH  Reynolds. 

We,  the  undersigned,  justices  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county  of  Washington,  District  of  Columbia, 
do  hereby  certify  that  Joseph  M.  White,  a  party  to  the  foregoing  instrument,  did,  in  our  presence, 
acknowledge  his  signature  and  seal  to  be  the  same,  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned,  this  27th  of 
May,  1828. 

R.  S.  BRISCOE,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
Acknowledged  this  25th  August,  1828,  before  me, 

ENOCH  REYNOLDS. 
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Henry  MicheJet  to  Joseph  31.  White. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  Henry  Michelet,  of  the  city  of  Pensacola,  in  the  county  of 
Escambia,  and  Territory  of  Florida,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  just  and  full  sum  of  eight  hundred 
dollars,  of  good  and  lawful  money  of  the  United  States,  to  me  in  hand  paid  by  Joseph  M.  White,  of  the 
same  city,  county,  and  Territory,  the  receipt  whereof  is  hereby  confessed  and  acknowledged,  have 
granted,  bargained,  and  sold,  remised,  released,  aliened,  and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  do  grant, 
baro-ain,  and  sell,  remise,  release,  alien,  and  contirm,  unto  the  said  Joseph  M.  White,  his  heirs,  executors, 
administrators,  or  assigns,  forever,  all  that  tract  of  land,  situate,  lying,  and  being  in  the  vicinity  of  St. 
Carlos  de  Barrancas,  about  fifteen  hundred  yards  from  the  fort,  at  a  place  know»  as  Los  Troncones, 
(Stumpy  shore)  fronting  on  the  Grand  lagoon,  and  containing  about  six  hundred  and  eighty-three  acres, 
more  or  less,  (say  eight  hundred  arpents,  more  or  less,)  bounded  on  the  east  hy  lands  belonging  to  David 
Williams;  together  with  all  and  singular  the  hereditaments  and  appurtenances  thereunto  belonging,  m- 
in  anywise  appertaining,  and  the  reversion  and  reversions,  remainder  and  remainders,  rents,  issues,  snA 
profits  thereof;  and,  also,  all  the  estate,  right,  title,  interest,  claim,  or  demand  whatsoever,  of  me,  the 
said  Henry  Michelet,  my  heirs,  executors,  or  administrators,  either  in  law  or  equity,  of,  in,  and  to  the 
said  bargained  premises,  with  the  said  hereditaments  and  appurtenances:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said 
premises  hereinbefore  particularly  mentioned  and  described,  to  the  only  proper  use,  benefit,  and  behoof  of 
him,  the  said  Joseph  M.  White,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  or  assigns,  forever.  And  I,  the  said 
Henry  Michelet,  for  myself,  my  heirs,  executors,  or  administrators,  do  hereby  covenant  and  agree,  to  and 
with  the  said  Joseph  M.  White,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  or  assigns,  that  I  have  full  right  to 
sell  and  convey  the  said  bargained  premises,  free  from,  and  clear  of,  all  incumbrance;  and  the  said  Joseph 
M.  White,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  or  assigns,  in  the  quiet  and  peaceable  possession  of  the 
said  premises,  against  all,  each,  and  every  person  or  persons,  claiming  or  to  claim  the  same,  to  forever 
warrant  and  defend. 

In  witness  whereof,  I,  the  said  Henry  Michelet,  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  afiSx  my  seal,  at  Pensacola 
aforesaid,  this  the  third  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight. 

HENRY  MICHELET.     [l.  s.] 

In  the  presence  of  H.  Parmextier. 

W.  Hasell  Hunt. 

Territory  of  Florida,  County  of  Escambia: 

Before  me,  M.  Crupper,  clerk  of  the  county  court  for  the  county  aforesaid,  personally  appeared  Henry 
Michelet,  and  acknowledghd  the  foregoing  instrument  of  writing  to  be  his  act  and  deed  for  the  purposes 
therein  mentioned. 

Acknowledged  before  me,  this  23d  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1828. 

M.  CRUPPER,  Clerk. 


Jiiaquim  Barela  to  Henry  Michelet. 


Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  Joaquiin  Barela,  of  the  city  of  Pensacola,  in  the  county  of 
Escambia,  and  Territory  of  Florida,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  just  and  full  sum  of  eight  hundred 
dollars,  of  good  and  lawful  money  of  the  United  States,  to  me  in  hand  paid  by  Henry  Michelet,  of  the 
same  city,  county,  and  Territory,  the  receipt  whereof  is  hereby  confessed  and  acknowledged,  have 
granted,  bargained,  and  sold,  remised,  released,  aliened,  and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  do 
grant,  bargain,  and  sell,  remise,  release,  alien,  and  confirm  unto  the  said  Henry  Michelet,  his 
heirs,  executors,  administrators,  or  assigns,  forever,  all  that  tract  of  land,  situate,  lying  and  being  in 
the  vicinity  of  Saint  Carlos  de  Barrancas,  about  fifteen  hundred  yards  from  the  fort,  at  a  place  known 
as  Los  Troncones,  (Stumpy  shore,)  fronting  on  the  Grand  lagoon,  and  containing  about  six  hundred  and 
eighty-three  acres,  more  or  less,  (say  eight  hundred  arpents,  more  or  less,)  bounded  on  the  east  by  lands 
belonging  to  D.  Williams;  together  with  all  and  singular  the  hereditaments  and  appurtenances  thereunto 
belonging,  or  in  anywise  appertaining,  and  the  reversion  and  reversions,  remainder  and  remainders, 
rents,  issues,  and  profits  thereof;  and,  also,  all  the  estate,  right,  title,  interest,  claim,  or  demand,  what- 
soever, of  me,  the  said  Joaquim  Barela,  my  heirs,  executors,  or  administrators,  either  in  law  or  equity, 
of,  in,  and  to  the  said  bargained  premises,  with  the  said  hereditaments  and  appurtenances,  to  have  and 
to  hold  the  said  premises,  hereinbefore  particularly  mentioned  and  described,  to  the  only  proper  use, 
benefit,  and  behoof  of  him,  the  said  Henry  Michelet,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  or  assigns, 
forever.  And  I,  the  said  Joaquim  Barela,  for  myself,  my  heirs,  executors,  or  administrators,  do  hereby 
covenant  and  agree,  to  and  with  the  said  Henry  Michelet,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  or  assigns, 
that  I  have  full  right  to  sell  and  convey  the  said  bargained  premises,  free  from,  and  clear  of,  all  incum- 
brance; and  the  said  Henry  Michelet,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  or  assigns,  in  the  quiet  and 
peacealDle  possession  of  the  said  premises,  against  all,  each,  and  every  person  or  persons,  claiming  or  to 
claim  the  same,  to  forever  warrant  and  defend. 

In  witness  Avhereof,  I,  the  said  Joaquim  Barela,  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  aifix  my  seal,  at  Pensa- 
cola aforesaid,  this  the  second  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-eight. 

JOAQUIM  BARELA      [l.  s.] 

In  the  presence  of  Hor.  S.  Higley. 
John  A.  Deblois. 
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Territory  of  Florida,  Counftj  of  Escambia: 
Be''ore  ini\  ^^.  CrniiiKT.  I'lcik  of  the  countj^  court  for  the  comity  aforesaid,  personally  appeared   Joa- 

quim  Barrl.i,  :iu<l   ;irkiin\vl,Ml-,Ml   the  foregoing  instrument  of  writing  to  be  his  act  aiid  deed'for  the 

purposes  thci-rin  HM-ntii  Mini. 

Acknowledged  before  me,  this  the  2d  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1828. 

M.  CRUPPEK,  aerk. 


M. 

Sebastian  Caro  to  Joseph  M.  Wliite. 

Know  all  men  Ijv  these  presents,  that  I,  Sebastian  Caro,  of  the  citv  of  Pensacola,  in  the  county  of 
Escambia,  and  T,-rritin-v  of  Florida,  f.-r  and  in  consideration  of  th<'  iusf  and  inll  sum  nf  tlnve  hundred 
dollars  of  .-."hI  and  lawful  nio,„.y  ,,f  tl,r  I'liitrd  St:,P-.  t-  inr  in  iKiu'd  paid  by  .b,..,.!,  M.  White,  of  the 
same  citv.  cnmitv.  aud  Tmilorv,  tlir  ivr.-:|ii  wlimMl'  is  li,  i-.^bv  ,-i.iili'ss,Ml  mid  ai-luiMwIcd-cd.  Iiav.'  --ranted, 
bargained,  and  IM.  ivi,,i.-.,.d.  'rrl,.:,>rd.  ali.Mi.M.  airl  ,•  ainrna'd,  and  l-v  tin-,..  n;v...ni.  d-  -rai.l.  bar-'ain, 
antfsell,  remis,..   ivl..as..,  alien,  and  rnnliian.  nnln  ll,r    >aid    .b.-,'],!,  .M .  \VI,i|..,  l',i,.   bra's,  cxe-ait-rs  ;,dniin- 

half  of  a  trarr  u?  .a-ht  Imiain  d  arii.-nts.  whirl,  ira.'t  -I'  ri-liMnindrrd   ;,r|„a,l.s    i-  siliial,.!  "iiid    bonnded 

fnjm  Pensa.aila  arMre.:Hd.  and  b.  analed ',  ai  llir  east  and  s'aitli  bv  varaiit  land,  and  nn  the  iimiiI,  by  1  .nd  >  f 
John  Favniundi  and  the  said  bavo,,,  win, 'li  said  t  lanM  ,  .f  bind 'was  -ranlr.l  (, ,  Fiamrisr  ,  Ibini,;,  bvtlie 
Spanish  g.iv..rniiirnt.  and  r.aivrvrd  t,.  .\i,.laa,s,.  A.  Cam  bv  niarsbabs  drrd,  datrd  llir  ITll,  Frbn.arv, 
1824,  and!  by  the  said  .Vmbr-sc  .\.  ( 'aiai  .■,,iiv,yrd  t-  llirsaid  S.'b.a-tiali  (.'ar-.  by  dn  .1.  iburd  ihc  10th 
day  of  June,  in  tin-  year  l^ii.V.  iMuaalaa-  with  all  and  sin-ailar  till'  lirn-diiainrnls  and  a| ipiirtenances 
thereunto  belongini;'.  m-  in  an\\\isr  ap]  na  lainin.;-,  and  ila'  ri'\aa-sh.n  and  re  via'siniis.  nanai  ndia' ami  remain- 
ders, rents,  issues,'  and  i.r.-rns  tlirriN^f,  and  also  all  the  , •state,  ridit.  title,  int.aest.  elaini,  ..r  demand, 
Avhatsiiever,  uf  iiie,  the  said  Sebastian  <'are.  mv  lieiis.  e.xeeiitnrs.  . .,-  admin istrafa-s.  either  in  law  or 
eqnitv,  nf,  in,  and  tu  the  said  bar-ained  preniis,.s.  with  the  said  li.aaMlitam.aits  .and  appurtenances:  to 
have 'ami  tu  Imld  the  said  premises,  hereinbeture  particularly  ment  iened  and  di'seribial.  tn  the  unly  proper 
use,  benefit,  and  behoof  nf  hin,.  ihe  said  Joseph  M.  Wiiite.  his  heirs,  executors,  administiatuis,  (,r 
assigns,  forever;  and  I,  the  said  Sibastian  Caro,  for  myself,  my  heirs,  executors,  or  administralnrs,  do 
hereby  covenant  and  agree,  te  and  with  the  said  Joseph  M.  White,  his  iieirs,  executors,  administratias, 
or  assigns,  that  I  have  full  riglii  te  si  11  and  convey  the  said  bargained  premises,  free  from  and  clear  of 
all  incumbianee:  and  the  said  .bi.i'ph  M.  White,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  or  assigns,  in  the 
quiet  and  peamablc  p,,>se>si,,ii  ..f  tjii^  ^aid   piemises,   against  all,  each,  and  every  person  or  persons. 

In  witness  wiiereof,  I,  the  said  Sebastian  Caro,  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  affix  my  seal,  at  Pensa- 
colo  aforesaid,  this  the  fifteenth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-eight. 

SEBASTIAN  CARO.     [l.  s.] 
In  the  presence  of  H.  T.  Parmentier. 
W.  Hasell  Hint. 


Articles  of  agreement  between  Henry  31.  Breckenridge,  of  Florida,  and  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  on  behafofthe  United  Statea. 
It  is  agreed  that  the  said  Henry  M.  Breckenridge  shall  make  a  deed  of  conveyance  to  the  said  Samuel 
L.  Southard,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  of  a  tract  of  land  containing  four  hundred  arpents,  with  all 
the  improvements  thereon,  on  Deer  Point,  near  the  Navy  yard  at  Pensacola,  being  the  west  half  of  a 
Spanish  grant  to  (uie  i'aielu,  eenfirmed  by  the  ciimmissidiiers  uf  the  Uinted  States;  and  in  consideration, 
of  such  convevauee,  the  said  Ueiirv  M.  Ibvekenrid^e  is  in  reiahve  the  sum  ni  twiuitv-two  hundrad  dollars, 
four  hundred"'of  whieh  to  l^e  new  paiid,  and  in  \  irtue  of  which  payment  the  Navy  Department  of  the 
United  States  is  at  liberty  to  iiumediately  remove  tiie  live  oak  timbJr  grnwin.u'  lai  it. 

In   testinionj'  whereof,   the   parties  have  hereto  set   tlieir  hands  and   seals,  tin'  t\veiity-ninth  day  of 
January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  at  the  citv  e)f  Washington. 

H.  M.  BHE('KKMM1)(';E,       [l.  s.] 
SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD,     [l.  s.] 


(January  29,  Kg2g 
'  (  February  1,  ) 


I  propose  selling  to  the  United  States  four  hundred  arpents  of  land,  situate  in  the  Bay  of  Pensacola, 
on  what  is  called  Deer  Point,  near  th(;  Navy  yard  at  Pensacola,  upon  which  there  is  a  quantity  of  valu- 

*  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  refers  to  this  for  a  fact  which  appears  in  P. 
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able  live  oak  trees,  with  buildiiig:s  and  improvements.     This  tract  is  the  west  half  of  a  Spanish  grant, 
confinnc'd  by  the  commissioners  of  West  Florida  in  my  name,  and  that  of  General  Call. 

I  offer  it  for  the  sum  of  two  thousand  two  hundred  dollars,  and  if  the  Secretary  has  no  power  to 
purchasse,  I  offer  the  live  oak  for  four  hundred  dollars;  and  if  Congress  make  an  appropriation  to  purchase, 
the  four  hundred  dollars  shall  be  considered  a  part  of  the  sum,  and  the  remainder,  when  paid,  shall  be 
considered  in  full. 

II.  M.  BRECKENRIDGE. 

To  the  lion.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


P. 

Washington,  January  28,  1828. 

Sir:  I  hope,  in  making  a  different  proposition  from  that  we  had  agreed  upon,  under  the  mistaken 
impression  that  the  act  of  Congress  gave  power  to  purchase,  I  will  not  be  considered  as  dealing 
uiicandidly;  and  if,  under  the  circumstances,  you  should  deem  it  inadmissible,  I  will  respectfully,  if  not 
cheerfully  submit. 

But  I  think  on  due  reflection  you  will  be  satisfied  that,  without  any  impropriety  on  my  part  or  on 
yours- — since  it  appears  that  a  special  act  of  Congress  will  be  requisite,  which  is  but  a  bird  in  the  bush, 
while  the  other  was  a  bird  in  tlie  hand — I  may  be  permitted  to  obtain  a  more  just  equivalent  than  that 

which  I   inciiiisiiliMMlcly  ;iinl   hasiilyiir iscd   to  take.     I  well  know  that  it  would  bean  object  to  the 

United  .'^(atrs,  considciinjj,'  tlir  pnrp.isi's  I'.ir  whirli  the  land  is  wanted,  to  give  the  actual  cost  or  value  of 
my  inqinivcnicnts,  Imt  {\\vy  wniild  not  ('X|icct  to  obtain  private  property,  for  any  purpose,  greatly  below 
its  value.  These  improvements  cost  me  upwards  of  three  thousand  dollars,  and  before  the  mail  route  was 
changed,  and  the  road  ceased  to  be  traveled,  I  valued  the  pid|icity  at  live  thousand  dollars. 

The  proposition  to  purchase  anything  more  than  the  laml,  pcnnilting  me  to  retain  my  improvements, 
orangery,  &c.,  was  unexpectedly  made  me  in  the  ofBce.  1  had  not  reflected  on  it  a  moment,  and  named 
a  price  far  below  its  value.  Cominoilnic  Warrington,  who  has  a  personal  knowledge  of  the  situation, 
and  knows  the  nature  of  my  im|iro\ini(iits  iVom  report,  told  me  that  he  would  not  have  hesitated  to 
recommend  the  purchase  at  twenty-live  hundred  dollars.  It  is  certainly  not  common  for  .people  to  ask  too 
little  for  their  property,  but  those  who  know  me,  I  think,  will  do  me  the  honor  to  say  that,  if  such  a 
blockhead  can  be  found,  it  is  more  likely  to  be  myself  than  any  other.  However,  should  the  Secretary 
think  it  inadmissible  to  be  permitted  to  change  my  proposals,  I  will  consider  it  my  duty  to  acquiesce. 
With  sentiments  of  great  respect,  I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  BRECKENRIDGE. 

The  Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  United  States. 

Note. — It  appears  the  offer  had  been  different.     The  reference  to  0  should  have  been  to  this  paper. 


Q. 

Copy  of  power  of  attorney,  from  H.  M.  Breckenridge  to  Jos.  31.  White. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  Henry  M.  Breckenridge,  of  West  P'lorida,  have  constituted 
and  appointed,  and  by  these  presents  do  constitute  and  appoint  Joseph  M.  White,  also  of  West  Florida, 
and  now  in  the  city  of  Washington,  my  true  and  lawful  attorney,  for  me,  and  in  my  name,  to  sell  and 
dispose  of,  for  such  sum  or  sums  of  money  as  he  may  deem  sufficient  and  satisfactory,  the  west  half  of  a 
tract  of  eight  hundred  arpens  of  land,  situate  on  the  Sound  of  Santa  Rosa,  in  the  Bay  of  Pensacola,  con- 
taining four  hundred  ai'pents,  more  or  less,  being  the  same  tract  of  land  purchased  jointly  by  me  with  R. 
K.  Call,  from  the  representatives  of  one  Jayme  Barcelo,  to  whom  the  said  land  was  granted  l)y  the 
Spanish  government,  and  confirmed  by  the  United  States.  And  I  do  hereby  further  authorize  and 
empower  my  said  attorney  to  make  and  execute  such  deeds  of  conveyance  as  may  be  deemed  necessary, 
to  convey  the  legal  title  to  such  purchaser  or  purchasers  as  may  be  found  for  the  said  tract  or  parcel  of 
laud;  and  also  to  give  full  acquittances  for  the  purchase  money  which  may  be  received  for  the  same, 
hereby  ratifying  and  confirming  all  and  singular  the  acts  and  things  which  the  said  attorney,  Joseph  M. 
White,  may  lawfully  do  in  the  premises. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  this  twenty-eighth  day  of  Janrary,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-eight. 

H.  iM.  BRECKENRIDGE.     [seal.] 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  in  presence  of  F.  Lowndes. 

Alex.  McDonald. 

District  of  Columbia,    Washington  County: 

Before  me,  Richard  S.  Briscoe,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  personally  came  the 
above-signed  H.  M.  Breckenridge,  who  acknowledged  the  foregoing  instrument  of  writing  to  be  his  act 
and  deed,  for  the  purposes  therein  expressed. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal,  this  twenty-ninth  day  of  January,  one 

thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-eight. 

R.  S.  BRISCOE,  J.  P.     [seal.] 
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PisTKicT  OF  Columbia,  County  of  Washington: 

Be  it  remembered,  that  on  tliis  29tli  January,  1828,  personally  appeared  before  me,  the  subscriber, 
one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  aforesaid,  H.  M.  Breclvcnridge,  and  acknowledged  the  fore- 
going instrument  of  writing  to  be  his  act  and  deed. 

C.  IL  W.  WHARTON,  J.  P.     [seal.] 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting: 

I  certify  that  R.  S.  Briscoe  and  C.  H.  W.  Wharton,  whose  names  are  subscribed  to  the  annexed 
instrument  of  writing,  are  and  were  at  the  time  of  signing  the  same,  justices  of  the  peace  for  Washing- 
ton county,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  duly  appointed  and  commissioned,  and  that  full  faith  is  due  to  all 
their  acts  as  such. 

In  t(.'Stiiiioiiy  whr.v.M.f,  I  Henry  Clay,  Sorrctary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  have  hereunto  subscribed 
my  name,  ;nid  causi'il  ih,.  seal  of  the  DepartiniMit  ..f.^tato  to  be  affi.xed. 

Done  at  the  city  nl  Washington,  this  twenty-ninth  day  of  January,  A.  D.  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  of  America  this  fifty-second. 

II.  CLAY.     [l.  s.] 

Territory  of  Florida,  Couvty  of  Escambia: 

I,  M.  Cruper,  clerk  of  tlie  county  court  for  the  county  aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing 
power  of  attorney  from  H.  M.  Breckenridge  to  Joseph  M.  White  is  duly  recorded  in  my  office,  which  is  the 
proper  and  legal  office  of  record  for  said  county. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  affixed  the  seal  of  the  said  court,  this  the 
eighth  day  of  September,  A.  D.  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-eight. 

M.  CRUPPER,  Clerk,     [l.  s.] 
By  J.  G.  Drake,  Dep.  Clerk: 


Extracts  of  a  communication  made  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  by  Tliomas  F.  Carroll,  late  United  States  agent 
of  the  Navy  Department  in  West  Florida,  dated  July  16,  1829. 

Congress  dreiiioil  it  pi(i]n>r  to  enact  a  law  that,  from  the  annual  appropriation  (for  the  gradual 
improveniciit  ^f  il,,.  i,;,vy,  i  nf  S-'iOO.OOO  for  six  years,  $10,000  of  that  sum  should  be  reserved  for  the  pur- 
chase of  suitalilc  l;i:iil>  fa-  ilic  rearing  of  live  oak.  Tliis  act  (except  for  the  peculiar  manner  in  which  it 
was  passed,  and  the  piob;ililu  want  of  knowledge  that  many  of  the  members  of  Congress  had  of  the  quan- 
tity of  land  our  guvcrnrnent  owned  in  that  Territory,  I  believe  would  never  have  passed)  was  no  doubt 
passed  for  the  most  laudable  purposes.  But,  sir,  the  idea  of  government  buying  lands  in  Florida  to  estab- 
lisli  a  live  nak  nursery  sounds  very  singular  to  us  in  that  Territory,  particularly  when  she  owns  so  many 
thousands  of  arrcs  of  imuli  lictt.T  hind  tliaii  the  lands  purchased  with  the  appropriation,  and  which  cannot 
command  the  iiiiiiiinuiu  govoriiiuciital  luaoi'  ol'  •:<\  .-l.)  per  acre.  The  gradual  increase  of  the  navy  has 
indeed  for  a  Inn,;-  time  lie,  n  ijie  ta\i,iiie  tli'iiie  of  Coii^Tess,  and  the  expenditure  of  $10,000  was  viewed 
as  but  a  small  sum  out  of  the  $.jUO,(JUU  appiojuiated  annually  for  six  years;  but  in  hastily  giving  their 
sanction  to  this  expenditure,  tiiey  did  not  piolialily  taki-  into  consideration  the  enormous  expense  it  would 
require  to  raise  up  a  nursery  of  live  oak  from  tlie  aioru  or  young  tree,  admitting  every  favorable  circum- 
stance. Nor  did  Congress  dream,  when  sanctioning  this  item  of  expenditure,  that  it  was  to  be  expended 
in  such  a  maimer  as  it  was  by  your  predecessor.  The  important  query  then  arises,  how  was  this  money 
expended?  To  tell  any  one  of  common  sense  that  has  ever  visited  Pensacola  what  lands  were  selected,  I 
could  not  be  believed;  but,  sir,  we  have  only  to  refer  to  the  last  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to 
be  told  that  two  adjacent  tracts  on  the  peninsula  between  Sta.  Rosa  Sound  and  Pensacola  Bay  were 
selected.  Sir,  when  this  information  was  first  communicated  in  Florida,  it  was  received  with  astonish- 
ment, and  could  not  be  believed;  and  the  doubts  of  many  were  not  removed  until  seeing  extensive  opera- 
tions commenced,  negroes  hired  at  enormous  wages,  and  the  grand  scheme  of  supplying  our  navy  with  a 
future  supiily  of  live  oak  |nit  into  ae-tive  and  extensive  operation.  Sir,  I  say  this  purchase  was  doubted, 
for  how  else  e  luM  it  be  l,y  any  one  |,i  .s,-,essing  the  least  knowledge  of  Florida,  that  $9,000  of  the  public 
treasure  should  be  expended  in  the  [luiihase  of  three  of  the  most  worthless  and  miserable  tracts  in  the 
whole  Territory,  all  of  which,  I  venture  to  say,  could  not  at  this  moment  command  9,000  cents,  except 
for  the  buildings  erected  by  Judge  Breckenridge,  one  of  the  former  proprietors,  and  some  other  little 
improvements,  of  no  use  to  the  government,  put  on  one  of  the  tracts  by  him  previously  to  the  sale  of  it  to 
the  government. 


Copy  of  a  deed  from  Joseph  M.  Wliite,  as  attorney  in  fact  for  F.  and  F.  Moreno,  to  Samuel  L.  Southard. 

Know  all  men  bj'  these  presents,  that  I,  Joseph  M.  White,  of  Florida,  attorney  in  fact  of  Francisco 
and  Fernando  Moreno,  duly  constituted,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars,  in 
hand  paid  by  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  acting  for  the  United  States,  have  bargained, 
sold,  transferred,  aliened,  and  assigned,  and  by  these  presents  do  bargain,  sell,  alien,  and  assign,  all 
that  tract  or  parcel  of  land,  containing  800  arpents,  near  the  Navy  yard,  on  Pensacola  Bay,  granted  to  the 
said  Francisco  and  Fernando  Moreno  by  the  Spanish  government  in  April,  1810,  and  confirmed  by  the 
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United  States  commissioners,  in  their  report*  and  abstract  A,  document  111,  page  65,  No.  29,  Executive 
Papers,  1824-5:  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said  tract  unto  him  the  said  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  and  to  his  successors  in  office,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  United  States  of  America,  for  ever, 
with  all  and  singular  the  appurtenances  thereunto  belonging.  In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set 
my  hand  and  seal,  this  2d  June,  1828. 

FEENANDO  MORENO,     [seal.] 
FRANCISCO  MORENO,     [seal  J 
By  their  attorney  in  fact, 

JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 
Witness:   George  W.  B.  Blackwell. 
B.  A.  Bkadley. 

Territory  of  FLonmA,  Escambia  Gounty: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that,  whereas  we,  Francisco  Moreno  and  Ferdinand  Moreno,  of  the 
city  of  Pensacola,  Territory  and  county  aforesaid,  are  seized  in  fee  of  and  in  all  that  tract  of  land  situated 

in  the  villau-o  of  St.  Carlos  dc  Rarraiiciis,  containing  right  hundred  arpcnts,  beginning  at  a  point  fifty 
foot  cast  (if  (he  most  caslcni  cxt iciiiit \-  of  the  siiiil  villa-T,  rniiiiing  thence  due  north  to  the  Grande  Bayou, 
thcn.v  lollowiiig  Iho  saiiio  to  ilir  loot  of  the  hill  callo,!  Dninkanrs  bluff,  thence  along  the  foot  of  the  high 
ground  to  tlio  lic^-iuiiiiig,  so  as  not  to  inriiiili'  any  ]iait  of  the  l;(^ach  or  low  ground  between  the  sea  and 
tlie  acclivity.     No\\'  know  ye,  iliat  we,  tlic  said  PiaiiK-isco  and  Fernando  Moreno  have  made,  constituted, 


and  by  these  preset 
Washington  city,  <ii 
benefit,  to   srll/grai 


u'l  hi- 


ll! ;i 


for  th<- 
contuii: 
all  sucl 
by  our 


isolir 


toniov  shall 
■OS,  liai-gaiiis 


i'itn(>ss  wliercof  we  iiav 


,  ana  a|.|)oint,  Hon.  Joseph  M.  White,  delegate  in  Congress, 
iiey,  for  us  and  in  our  names,  and  for  our  own  proper  use  and 
tiir  tract  of  land  above  designated,  absolutely,  in  fee  simple, 
1  pi  isoii  or  persons,  as  he  shall  think  fit  and  convenient;  and 
ito,  atnl  deliver  such  deeds,  conveyances,  bargains,  and  sales, 
with  such  clauses,  covenants,  and  agreements  to  be  therein 
lit  ami  I'xpcilient;  hereby  ratifying,  confirming,  and  allowing 
lies,  which  shall  at  any  time  hereafter  be  sealed  and  executed 

ict  our  hands  and  seals,  in  the  city  of  Pensacola,  this  9th  day 


Signed  and  acknowledged  in  the  jDresence  of  Jos 
Territory  of  Florida: 


FRANCISCO  MORENO. 
FERNANDO  MORENO. 


[seal.] 
[seal.] 


the  (lay  and  year  before 


)  set  my  ha 
written. 


ipialified  and  commissioned,  dwelling  in  the  city  of 
.Moreno,  and  Fernando  Moreno,  and  acknowledged 
;■  power  of  attorney  to  Hon.  Joseph  M.  White,  dele- 

nd,  and  afSxcd  my  notorial  seal  of  office,  at  the  city 

JOSEPH  E.  CARO,  Notary  Public,     [l.  s.] 


ncisco  and  Fernando  Moreno  to  Joseph  M.  White. 

Francisco  and  Fernando  Moreno,  of  the  city  of  Pensacola, 
titnto  and  appoint  the  Hon.  Joseph  M.  White,  delegate  in 
icy,  for  us,  ami  in  our  names  and  behalf,  to  sell,  assign, 
hole  or  any  part  of  a  tract  of  land  belonging  to  us,  situated 
ilaiuing  eight  liundred  arpents,  for  such  price  or  sum  of 
■;  and  also  for  us,  and  in  our  names,  to  seal,  execute,  and 
I  sales,  for  the  absolute  sale  and  disposal  thereof,  or  any 
I  agreements,  to  be  therein  contained,  as  our  said  attorney 
•j^,  confirming,  and  allowing  all  such  deeds,  conveyances, 
after  be  sealed  and  executed  by  our  said  attorney,  touching 
■of  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  seals,  at  the  city  of 
year  of  our  Lord  1827. 

FRANCISCO  MORENO,     [l.  s.] 
FERNANDO    ^lORENO.     [l.  s.] 
of  Joseph  E.  Caro. 

Territory  of  Florida,  Escambia  County: 

Be  it  known,  that  on  the  third  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-seven,  before  me,  Joseph  E.  Caro,  notary  publ.c,  duly  qualified  and  commissioned,  personally 
appeared  Francisco  and  Fernando  Moreno,  and  acknowledged  that  they  signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  the 
within  letter  of  attorney  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned,  to  the  Hon.  Joseph  M.  White,  delegate  in 
Congress. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  affixed  my  notarial  seal,  the  day  and  year  last 
aforesaid. 

JOSEPH  E.  CARO,  Notary  Public,     [l.  s.] 


Copy  of  power  of  attorney  from  Era 

Territory  of  Florida,  Escambia  County: 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we, 
Territory  and  county  afiu-e«aid,  do  horehv  cons 
Congress,  Washington   city,    our   lawriil' allori 

at  the  village  . if  St. 'Carlos  de  liarraac'as,  .■o, 
money  as  we  may  name  in  our  ]iri\  ale  lettei 
deliver  such  deeds,  conveyances,  l)argains,  am 
part  thereof,  with  such  clauses,  coven.iiiis  ami 
shall  think  fit  and  expedient,  herd ly  ratifyiii 
bargains  or  sales,  which  shall  at  any  lime  here 
or  concerning  the  premises.  In  witness  \\hiri 
Pensacola,  this  second  day  of  February,  in  the 


Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  in  presence 


•  For  this  documeat  se 
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Territory  of  Florida,  County  of  Eftcambia: 

I,  M.  Cruppor,  rlcrk  ,.r  Ih,.  (Mun.ly  ,'.uut  nir  tlm  .•(,ni,fy  afuivsaid,  .1,,  horrl.v  ccitilV  lliat  the  fore- 
going puwor  .  .f  -.aunury.  IVon,  l-raiici,-.-,,  ;,n.l  Fcnuiiidt,  Mmvin.  i,,,lnscph  .M.  Wliii.-,  is  .liilv  iv,-.,nled  iu 
my  office,  which  is  the  proprr  ;iim1  |r,-al  ,,riir,.  ,,r  ivc.,r,l  i\n-  sm.l  c.-:,,,lv. 

In  witijoss  whcivnl- J  have  h,-ivuii(u  set  inv  hainl,  au.l  allixcd  (iu'soal  of  said  county,  this  the  eighth 


day  of  September,  A.  I).  lfS2«. 


M.  CRUPPER,  Clerk,     [u  s^ 
By  J.  G.  Drake,  Dejjuly  Clerk. 


Copy  of  a  deed  from.  J.  M.  While,  altorney,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Km.w    all    inen   l.y   tli.'sc   ,,ros,.iits,  that    L.L.scph    M.White,    Inr   mv.self  and    as   atteniev  in   fact  of 
Ilenrv  .\!.    iMvckmruluv,  Inr   a    valuahlr   cm, si.l,. ration    paid,  the   recript  '  wh.avnl'  is   ackn,,wh'd..vd    have 

baru-an„-d.    snld,    alir 1,    traiislcnvd,    and    assi-ncd.    and    d.,    hcrchv    l.ar-ain,    sell,    alien,    transfer    and 

assi-ii,  in  .Naium.l  L.  ,-uiiiliaid,  Secretary  ef  tiie  Na\y  ef  the  liiiled  States,  for  the  solo  use  and  benefit  of 
the  [lilted  Slate...  sixteen  liniidred  arpeiits  ef  land,  mi  the  Snimd  nfSta.  Rosa,  granted  to  Jayme  Barcelo 
and  Saiiaaa,  and  .nniir,,,:  d  te  ilenrv. \l.  nre.kehiid-e.  and  tu  II.  M.  Breclceiiridge  and  R.  K.  Call,  in 
repeii  and  absinn-l  A..,i  ih,.  ceiinni.sionei's'  ivpm-ts/^-  do.ain.ent  HI,  Nos.  51,  52,  Executive  papers, 
lS:i4-n;  ei-ht  hnialied  arpeiits  uf  uiin-h  M  .is  ceiiveved  by  11.  .M .  ISi-eckenrid-c,  by  deeds  duly  recorded, 
to  Jnseph  .M.  White,  and  (air  hundred  bv  i;.  K.Call;  to  have  and  Im  Ir.ld  iiie  s.i  id  land,  unto  him  the  Said 
Samind  L.  Senihaid,  and  his  sueces.nrs  m  nlhce,  Ibr  the  use  Mfihe  bniied  .-tales  h.revcr. 

In  testimony  whereof  1  have  hereunto  sel  mv  hand  and  seal,  this  second  cf  dune,  1828. 

II.  M.  BRECKENRIDGE.      [se.^l.] 


By  his  attorney  in  fact. 

Witnesses:   George  W.  B.  Bl-^ckwell. 
B.  A.  Bradley. 


JOSEPH  M.  WHITE,     [seal.] 


V. 

Coi:,y  of  a  deed  from  Jos.  M.  White,  attorney  for  II.  M.  Breckenridge,  to  S.  L.  Southard. 

District  of  Coi.u.mbia: 

This  indiiiiure,  made  this  tenth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  t\venty-ei-lil,  liy  and  between  Joseph  M.  White,  as  attorney  in  fact  for  Henry  M.  Breckenridge,  on 
the  niii'  p. at,  and  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  acting  for  and  in 
behalf  of  the  saiil  rnited  States,  on  the  other  part,  witnesseth:  That  the  said  Joseph  M.  White,  as 
attnrni  y  arme:.aid,  \''<r  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars,  to  him  in 
hand  \vell  and  truly  paid  b\-  the  said  Samuel  L.  Southard,  and  the  receipt  whereof  is  hereby  acknow- 
ledged, hath  bargained,  soki,  aliened,  conveyed,  and  confinned,  and  by  these  presents  delh  bargain,  sell, 
alien,  convey  and  confirm,  unto  the  said  Samuel  L.  Smiliiard.  i'.a'  the  ii>e  and  In  u.  lii  nf  the  Inited  States, 
all  that  tract  of  land,  containing  four  hundred  arpenls,  situate  -n  .'^.inta  K  .sa  Snund,  alhait  Ibiir  miles 
below  Deer  Point,  fronting  said  sound,  in  the  county  of  Kse.imbia,  and  T<Mrit,,i-y  ,,r  Flmi.l.i,  ^vllich  said 
tract  iif  land  was  granted  by  the  Spanish  government  to  Jayme  Barcelo,  and  coidirineil  by  the  land  cmn- 
missimiers  of  the  Inited  States  for  West  Florida,  to  Henry  M.  Breckenridge  and  Richard  K.  Call,  which 
conlirniatien  was  a]ipi(i\ed  liy  an  act  of  Congress,  and  which  tract  of  land  is  more  piariieuhnly  desmiLied 
in  till'  plat  ef  survey  and  title  papers,  recorded  in  the  books  of  the  said  oininissimiers,  and  n^w  deposited 
in  the  (ilhee  ef  tile  keeper  ef  the  public  archives  of  Pensacula.  te-eth(  r  with  all  and  siii,^ailar  the  issues, 
rights,  iiieinbers,  and  appiirleiiaiices  whatsoever,  to  the  said  tract  (if  laml  belmigin,--,  or  in  anywise 
apperl.iiniiie':  lo  ha  ve  and  to  ii,  ild  the  said  tract  of  land,  together  with  the  apnurtenances  thereof,  unto 
them,  th</  said  bniled  .-tale.,  lorever. 

In  tesiinioiiv  wlieieof,  the  s.aid  Joseph  M.  White  hath  hereunto  set  his  hand  and  seal,  at  the  city  of 
W^isliin-lon,   111  the  district  aforesaid. 

JOS.  M.  WHITE,      [l.  s.] 
Attorney  in  fact  of  H.  M.  Breckenridge. 

Signed,  sealed,  and  acknowledged,  in  our  presence:  Jxo.  N.  Moulder, 

R.  S.  Briscoe. 

We,  the  undersigned,  justices  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  county  of  Washington,  do  hereby  certify 
that  Joseph  M.  White,  a  party  to  the  foregoing  indenture,  did,  in  our  presence,  acknowledge  his  signature 
and  seal  to  the  same,  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

JNO.  N.  MOULDER,  J.  P. 

R.  S.  BRISCOE,  J.  P. 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting: 

I  certify  that  John  N.  Moulder  and  R.  S.  Briscoe,  whose  names  are  subscribed  to  the  annexed  instru- 
ment of  writing,  were,  at  the  time  of  subscribing,  and  now  are,  justices  of  the  peace  for  Washington 

*  For  this  docnment  see  class  Public  Lands,  vol.  4,  No.  454. 
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county,  ill  tlie  District  of  Columbia,  dul}'  appointed  and  commissioned,  and  that  full  faith  is  due  to  all 
their  acts  as  such. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I,  Henry  Clay,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  have  hereunto  sub- 
scribed my  name,  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  Department  of  State  to  be  afSxed. 

Done  at  Washington,  this  tenth  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1828,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United 
States  of  America  the  fifty-second. 

n.  CLAY.     [l.  s.] 

Territory  of  Florida,  County  of  Escambia: 

I,  M.  Crupper,  clerk  of  the  county  court  for  the  county  aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing 
deed  is  recorded  in  my  office,  and  that  there  is  no  other  deed  of  the  land  therein  conveyed  by  H.  M. 
Breckenridge,  of  record;  and  that  mine  is  the  only  legally  authorized  recording  office  for  such  convey- 
ances in  said  county. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  said  court,  tliis  the  eighth  day 
of  September,  A.  D.  1828. 

M.  CRUPPER,  Clerk;     [l.  s.] 
By  J.  G.  DRAKE,  D.  Clerk. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  J.  M.  White,  attorney  of  Morenos,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

District  of  Columbia: 

This  indenture,  made  the  tenth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-eight,  by  and  between  Joseph  M.  White,  attorney  in  fact  of  Francisco  and  Fernando  Moreno, 
of  the  city  of  Fensacola,  and  Territory  of  Florida,  duly  constituted,  on  the  one  part,  and  Samuel  L. 
Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  acting  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  on  the  other  part,  wit- 
uesseth:  That  the  said  Joseph  M.  White,  as  attorney  in  fact  as  aforesaid,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the 
sum  of  three  thousand  dollars,  to  him  in  hand  well  and  truly  paid  by  the  said  Samuel  L.  Southard,  the 
receipt  whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged,  hath  bargained,  sold,  and  enfeoffed,  and  by  these  presents  doth 
bargain,  sell,  and  enfeoff,  unto  the  said  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  for  the  use  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  all  that  tract  of  land,  containing  eight  hundred  arpents,  situate  in  West 
Florida,  in  the 'County  of  Escambia,  on  Pensacola  Bay,  between  the  village  of  San  Carlos  de  Barrancas 
and  the  navy  yard,  which  said  tract  of  land  was  granted  by  the  Spanish  government  to  the  said  Fran- 
cisco and  Fernando  Moreno,  and  confirmed  by  the  United  States  commissioners,  appointed  to  ascertain 
claims  and  titles  to  land  in  West  Florida,  together  with  all  and  singular  the  issues,  rights,  members,  and 
appurtenances,  to  the  said  tract  of  land  belonging,  or  in  anywise  appertaining:  to  have  and  to  hold  the 
said  tract  of  land,  together  with  the  appurtenances  thereof,  unto  the  said  United  States,  forever. 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  Joseph  M.  White,  attorney  in  fact  for  the  said  Francisco  and  Fer- 
nando, hath  hereunto  set  his  hand  and  seal,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  and  district  aforesaid. 

JOSEPH  M    WHITE,     [l.  s.] 

Attorney  of  F.  and  F.  Moreno. 

Signed,  sealed,  and  acknowledged,  in  presence  of  us:  John  N.  Moulder, 

R.  S.  Briscoe. 

AVe,  the  undersigned,  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Washington,  do  hereby  certify  that 
Joseph  M.  White,  a  party  to  the  foregoing  deed,  did  in  our  presence  acknowledge  his  signature  and  seal  to 
the  same,  for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

jno.  n.  moulder,  J.  P. 

R.  S.  BRISCOE,  J.  P. 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting: 

I  certify  that  Joh  i  N.  Moulder  and  R.  S.  Briscoe,  whose  names  are  subscribed  to  the  annexed  instru- 
ment of  writing,  were,  at  the  time  of  subscribing,  and  now  are,  justices  of  the  peace  for  Washington 
county,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  duly  appointed  and  commissioned,  and  that  full  faith  is  due  to  all 
their  acts  as  such. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I,  Henry  Clay,  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  have  hereunto  sub- 
scribed my  name,  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  Department  of  State  to  be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  tenth  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1828,  and  of  the  independence  of 
the  United  States  of  America  the  fifty-second. 

H.  CLAY.     [l.  s.] 

Territory  of  Florida,    County  of  Escambia: 

I,  M.  Crupper,  clerk  of  the  county  court  for  the  county  aforesaid,  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing 
deed  is  recorded  in  my  office,  and  that  there  is  no  other  deed  of  the  land  therein  conveyed  by  Francisco 
and  Fernando  Moreno,  of  record;  and  that  mine  is  the  only  legally  authorized  recording  office  for  such 
conveyances  in  said  county. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed  the  seal  of  the  said  court,  this  the  eighth 
day  of  September,  A.  D.  1828. 

M.  CRUPPER,  Clerk.     \u  s.] 
By  J.  G.  Drake,  D.  Clerk. 
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X. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Commodore  Badgers  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  dated — 

Washingto\,  July  3,  1829. 

Upon  the  siibji.et  of  the  lands  sold  to  (he  Navv  Department  by  Col.  Joseph  M.  White,  ,,n  his  own 
account,  aisd  as  a-vnt  tnr  .hid-e  llmi  v  M.  llnckonrid-c  and  for  Francisco  and  FrrnandM  Mmciio,  I 
spent  tive  .lays  in  oxaminin-  tlio  lour  tia.ts.  TIh'  i  \n  m  ijrsi,  mnsisting  .  f  1,600  arpmls  i  I  .I'ddlhe  j.ro- 
perty  of  Col,  White,  rnsi  the  l),'|,annirnt  .'?l'.7ii!I:  40U  lielonying-  to  Judge  Breckenrid-c  cost  $2,-2U0,) 
are  bounded  mi  tho  .^nnlli  by  Santa  Ibisa  S^niml,  and  on  the  east  and  west  by  lands  behmging  to  the 
United  States.  'YUr  oastian  'lH,undaiv  of  tlio  lirst,  1,200  arpents,  being  six,  and  the  last,  400,  about  four 
miles  distant  Inan  tiio  ,.xtivn,..  nid  of  Door  i"..int. 

On  the  tract  iuirclia>od  Iron,  .Ind-e  l',nM-krnrid-v,  (see  plat  No, 
examination  1  was  enabl.'d  t..  mako.  that  un.-1'.aii  tli  nf  tl,c  wIh.1,.  n 
denuniinated  lian,nnM-k  land,  tho  soil  Iron,  1  _>  to  is  mrhe.  do,.,,,  ,-,,„ 
Stances  and  ,.vslor  sIk^II-,,  int.Tinix.^d  wiih  tlir  lino  wlnt.'  san,l,  lorm 
soil  of  Flori.la,  partn-ulailv  that  b  .r,|,a-inu'  ,,n  tii,'  Culf  ,,1'  .Mrxi,-,,. 
hundred  or  ni,,n.  bve  oak  tiv,.s  ,,r  la.--,'    -rowtli    a  ro   to   bo   soon,  ai; 


plat  N, ,.--.,   1; 


,1  tli,.n-,an,l  yonn-  tivos,   12  t,,  L>llan,l  iU  feet  in  height,  and  2,  3,  and  4  inches 
1  tiio  (■;istornni,,si  pail  of  this  tract  consists  principally  of  a  stunted  growth  of 

till'  t\v,,  iraits  aic  as  follows:  on  that  purchased  of  Judge  Breckenridge,  a 
i-h,  (not  plasl.  n'd.i  ...ntainin-  two  lar-e  and  b.nr  smairro.,ms,  with  a  large 
,■  o,.ntio,  haviii-  a  p,,rtio..  in  rr,,nt  an.l  aiiothor  in  the  ivar  of  the  Ik.h.sc;  a  log 
small  ontb.aisos;  two  -ar,lons,  ll,o  lar-e  o,,o  haviii-  in  it  soveral  hnndred 
■os;  tl„.  ,,llirr,  II  o,l  pi-in.ipallv  as  a  v.-^vtablo  -ardon,  has  son,.'  small  fruit 
l.lition  t,,  th.'so,  th.av  aiv  tw,/n.'W  na,,.,-!,  1,.-  b,nl,lin-s,  sulli.M.'ntl v  .-apacLius 
■.,n,i,„H|;,t,'  20  i,.'u-i,,.'s.  Oi,  th.'  tra.-t  pnivl,as,',l  ..l'  (',,l,,n.'l  Whit.'  tb.av  a,','  ,„.  impr,  .v.an.'nts  ..ther 
I,.'  ivn,ali,s  ,,r  tNV,,si,,all  1,,-  bnil.liims,  sanl  t,,  l,av.'  b.'.'n  bnilt  by  (  b'n.a-al  Cal  I.  At  th.'  time  I 
.1  tb.'s.'  Ian. Is  ll„a-o  w.av  t\v..i,lv  liai,.U  .  n,pl,,v.'d  in  oultin-  .l.-\vn  ai„l  .-l.airin-  .,ul  from  aiii.mg  the 
:  liv.',,aks,  all  tl,.'  nn.l.T-n.wth  an.l  .,il,.T  InVs,  sn.-h  as  whit.'  bav,  bla.-k  ja.-k,  scrub,  black  and 
..aks,  ma-i„,lia,  .V.'.:  an.l  in  this  wav,  it  was  in,b.;v.l  by  M,-.  Day  is,  ll„.  .,v.a-s,.or,  wii.,  accnnpanied 
,at  n.'arly  ,,r  .piit.'  2ii(l  arp.nts  ha.l  abva.lv  b.'.a,  .■l..aro.l,  in  a,|,liti,,n  |,.  tw,.  avenues  in  a  north  and 
.liriMti,,,',,  an.l  an, ill, .a-  in  tl,.'  .■.•nli-.'.  iaii,iiin,- ,  ast  an.l  w.st,  that  bad  boiai  lait  through  the  woods  to 
r.'.'  lii.  ,ilai,oii  1.,  il,o  ail,  an.l  prey. lit  injiiri.  ,iis  (•llbcts  IV.  m,  lir.'s,  sii.  h  as  these  lands  had  previously 
an  hunters  an.l  ..thers.  On  the  lands  thus  ch'aro.l,  the  overseer  assured  me 
g  173  fnll  grown  trees,  126  of  six  inches  and  over  in  diameter,  11,635  between 
two  and  six  inches,  9,965  of  two  inches  and  under;  making  in  the  whole  22,202  which  he  had  already 
counted. 

Fi-.im  the  liniib  (1  ixaminat  i.  m  T  was  enabled  to  make  of  these  lands,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  say 
■with  pr..isi,,n  h,,w  many  a.i'o^  lia.l  b.'.ai  cleared,  or  how  many  live  oak  trees  they  contained;  but  from 
what  1  (li.l  ,,bs.i\-i'  I  an.l  my  w  h,.l.'  aii.ntion  was  given  to  the  subject),  I  am  strongly  inclined  to  believe 
that  till' ov. a:-.'. a's  slat. '111. ail   is  noaily,  if  not  quite  correct. 

Col.  \\'liit.'  1  f.,1111.1  was  at  fallahassee;  and  as  it  would  have  required  20  days  for  a  letter  to  reach 
him  by  duo  coiu^.'  .,1'  mail,  I  was  under  the  necessity  of  giving  up  the  expectation  of  seeing  him  before 
my  doiiartiui';  and  Jii.Il;.'  liroekenridge  having  left  Pensacola  for  Philadelphia  before  my  arrival,  pre- 
cludnl  my  obtaiiiiiij,-  IV, mi  him  an  account  of  the  expense  tliat  had  already  been  incurred,  or  of  the  sums 
ne<;.ssai\  t.,  sali^lX  oxisting  claims  against  the  lands,  for  the  improvement  of  which  he  had  been 
app.ant.'.l  tli.'  siiiaaantondent. 

1  now  e<,i,i.'  t.i  the  two  tracts,  fme  consisting  of  1,250  arpents,  purchased  of  Col.  White  for  the  sum 
of  S2, 361.11,  th.'  otl,er.,f  sOO  ar|).'iits,  purchased  through  him,  as  the  agent  of  Francisco  and  Fernando 
Moreno,  fV.r  the  sun,  ..f  ••?:!. Oiiii.  In  tl,.'  examination  of  these  lands  I  spent  two  days,  and  was  assisted  in 
my  researches  by  ('apt.  W.i.ils.'y,  of  the  navy,  and  a  respectable  Spaniard,  a  native  of  the  village  of  Bar 
ranca.s,  named  Ciimmings  or  Cuinmin. 

The  1,250  arpents  (see  plat  No.  — )  are  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Grande  bayou,  south  by  the 
Grande  lagoon,  east  by  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  On  this  tract,  which  lies  about  three  miles  west  of  the  Bar- 
rancas, there  is  a  large  hammock  of  150  arpents,  that  contains  some  large  live  oaks,  and  a  considerable 
number  of  others  of  re.aait  growth,  from  three  to  six  inches  in  diameter,  intermixed  with  pitch  pine,  red 
bay,  black  oak,  maun, ilia,  and  ,ither  ti-ees  of  a  small  size.  This  hammock  does  not  appear  to  differ  in  the 
quality  of  its  soil  from  those  inspected  on  Santa  Rosa  Sound;  and  from  what  I  was  able  to  obseiwe  by 
passing  around  it,  and  into  it  in  two  places  as  far  as  the  undergrowth  wonl.l  )>ermit  me  to  penetrate,  I 
am  led  to  believe  that  the  number  of  arpents  of  hammock  it  was  said  to  .•..main  does  not  diifer  essentially 
from  what  has  been  stated.  The  remainder  of  this  tract  consists,  one-tliir.l,  iierhaps,  of  impenetrable 
swamp,  covered  with  juniper,  white  bay,  and  other  trees  peculiar  to  sn.li  land;  the  remaining  two-thirds 
of  sand,  in  most  places  thinly  covered  by  pitch  pine,  none  of  which  are  large  enough  for  spars. 

The  tract  of  800  arpents  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Grande  bayou,  on  the  west  by  the  village  of 
Barrancas,  and  on  the  east  by  the  navy  yard.  This  tract  has  on  it  two  hammocks,  one  containing  perhaps 
thirty-liv.'  .,r  f  aty,  the  otlierlwenty  or  twenty-five  arpents;  bntalthough  it  has,  like  the  other  hammocks, 
a  lar;_;'e  iiiimbi  i  ,,1  small  li\i'  ,,ak  trecs,  and  some  large  stumps  of  the  same  kind  of  timber,  I  saw  none  of 
larg.'  pr.  ,wili.  'f  li.'  s.iil,  lik.'  all  the  rest,  is  generally  very  sandy  and  unfit  for  cultivation.  It  is,  however, 
pretty  well  clijthed  with  small  trees,  such  as  pine,  red  bay,  blackjack,  water  oak,  and  other  wood  suit- 
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able  for  fuel.  Its  chief  value  consists  in  its  vicinity  to  the  Great  bayou,  the  number  of  spring's  of  good  water 
it  supplies,  and  the  fine,  elevated  prospect  that  part  bordering  on  the  Bay  of  Pensacola  affords  of  the  sea. 
It  is  on  thi.s  high  ground  that  the  erection  of  a  hospital  is  recommended,  sliould  one  be  thought  expedient. 

Extract  added  by  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs.      [State  Papers,  H.  R.,  \st  session,  21s<  Congress,  Doc. 
No.  '2,2Mges  236-7.] 

It  would  be  difiScult  to  determine  the  value  of  these  lands;  for,  notwithstanding  they  all  contain 
considerable  quantities  of  timber  suitable  for  fire-wood,  and  those  parts  called  hammocks  might  be  made 
to  produce  live  oak,  it  is  believed,  still,  for  the  purposes  of  cultivation,  there  is  but  a  small  part,  I  should 
think,  that  is  of  any  value  whatever. 


Extract  from  report  No.  3,  of  Charles  Haire  and  Thomas  F.  Cornell,  agents  for  the  examination  and  survey 
of  West  Florida  lands,  under  instructions  from  the  Navy  Department,  dated — 

November  12,  1827. 

[This  part  of  the  report  includes  the  lands  purchased  by  government  for  the  raising  of  live  oak,  and 
contains  the  iiifurniation  soiit;'ht  for  by  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  16th  December,  1830,  on  the 
subject  of  the  live  nak  in  Fluri.ja.] 

The  next  gmw  th  nT  live  ciuk,  in  the  course  of  the  examinations  of  the  agents,  is  to  be  found  at  the 
residence  of  Judge  ISicclanridge,  on  the  Santa  Rosa  Sound,  and  which  place  is  noted  on  the  map  of  Mr. 
Williams,  above  referred  ti>.  The  schedule  No.  2  exhibits  the  growth  on  this  place.  The  accompanying 
map  will  show  the  quantity  of  the  land,  in  all  about  ten  aci'es.  (This  comprises  all  the  live  oak  land  of 
any  value  emliraevMi  within  the  three  tracts  purchased  by  government,  the  rest  being  barren  and  unpro- 
ductive, anil  nf  no  value.)  Rumor  having  spread  abroad  in  some  directions  such  flattering  tales  of  the 
large  ipiantity  as  well  as  tlir  line  i|ualily  u|'  tlic  li\('  (lak  growing  on  this  place,  whilst  in  otiiers  it  is 
conminnirati'il  '/inlr  thr  rrr,-rsc^  the  agents  ileeiiK'il  ii  ailvisable  to  be  more  critical  in  their  examinations 
Iiere,  tlian  il'  the  same  ([uantity  of  live  eak  had  Ix-eii  found  elsewhere.  Tlie  sound  as  well  as  the  unsound 
trees  are  therefore  thus  exhibited  in  full,  by  which  means  an  opportunity  is  afforded  of  knowing  both  alike, 
and  the  proi)ortion  ()f  each;  at  the  same  time  it  furnishes  a  just  criterion  to  test  the  quality  of  the  soil,  as 
well  as  the  proportion  destroyed  bv  tire. 

Much  has  been  .said  in  favor  (If  this  peninsula  as  a  favorable  site  for  raisin-  live  oak,  but  the  a-ents 
are  not  fully  impressed  with  the  practical. ility  of  this  n.easuiv,  and,  will,  -real  <l,.rereiu-,.  and  respect, 
take  the  liberty  to  suggest  that,  hrforr  an   n ndnialnuj  „f   .<„rl,   ,„i',n,i„/  ,„>/„, r/,n>rr  <,stlir  rni.<n,<i  n/'/n-r.nd- 

nurseries  ahnnld  hi;  commenced,  great  attention  shun/,/  l,r /,;;d  ,,,  mal  ,i,,i  jii,/,,-, ,,,!.<  sr/.;/,,,,,^.  e Mning  as  well 

the  advantage  of  a  favorable  soil  as  that  of  aco.w  i:\ii\r  -in  Arm  x.  'i'hr  remaiks  of  Mr.  Williams,  wli.i  has 
written  a  book,  accompanying  his  map,  on  West  I'loiida,  are  in  sniet  eonlormity  wiih  the  result  of  the 
examinations  of  the  agents.  In  one  place,  in  speaking  ot  iliis  |ieniiisula,  he  says:  '■  The  peninsula  extend- 
ing between  Pensacola  Bay  and  Santa  Rosa  Sound  (this  is  the  land  selected  for  a  live  oak  nursery)  and  has 
not  even  clay  beneath  the  sand;  peat  is  sometimes  found  tliere  in  extensive  beds,  with  abundance  of 
cypress  and  cedar  stumps,  standing  far  beneath  the  sand."  Again,  in  another  part  of  the  work,  he  says: 
"  the  peninsula  between  Pensacola  Bay  and  Santa  Rosa  S(jund  is  in  general  a  pine  barren,  interspersed 
with  blackjack  ridges  and  savannahs  of  moist  grazing  laud.  On  each  shore  there  are  small  hammocks, 
excellent  for  sea  island  cotton,  and  would  form  beautiful  country  residences. 

In  the  course  of  the  examination  thus  far  made  by  the  agents,  they  are  of  opinion  'that  as  yet  they 
have  met  with  no  position  around  these  bays  more  favoraldy  situated,  nor  affording  greater  facilities  for 
its  cultivation,  particularly  in  so  laruc  a  ImmIv,  (a  most  important  consideration,)  than  the  peninsula 
dividing  the  Escambia  Bay  from  th<'  Y..||ou-  Wmw  and  lilaek  Water  Bays.  To  illustrate  this  tact  more 
forcibly,  reference  need  only  b,^  had  to  the  .-ompaiative  growths  of  each  place,  exceiiting,  h,,wever.  the 
growth  on  the  hammock,  partly  eleari'd  l.y  Mr.  Carnier,  at  the  eastern  extremity  of  Santa  Kosa  Sound, 
and  which  may  as  well  he  e  )n-;id,ned  th:-  m  .atli  of  ( 'h.ictawhatchee  Bay.  The  soil  on  this  named  penin- 
sula is  of  a  strong,  stilf  texture  of  the  kinil,  mingled  more  or  less  with  decomposi'il  vegetable  nnitter, 
together  with  calcareous  substances,  formed  from  various  sea  shells,  and  consequently  may  be  expected 
to  be  lasting  in  riciiness.  The  soil  of  the  first  named  peninsula,  viz.,  between  Pensacola  Bay  and  Santa 
Rosa  Sound,  though  abounding  also  in  some  of  the  above  enriching  substances,  is  nevertheless  loose  and 
impoverished  in  its  texture,  niore  particularly  so  in  the  interior,  while  the  interior  of  the  other  produces 
all  its  growth  both  numerous  and  thrifty,  ••vi'n  down  to  the  |.asture  its,. If  The  interior  gmwlli  of  the 
former  is  s,-attere<l  an, I  sluntiMl,  an,l  lli,'  pasturag,'  in  most  places  approximates  to  barnam'ess.  The  live 
oak  growing  on  the  latter  is  but  little  injured  by  fire,  wliile  that  of  the  former  has  three-fourths  uf  its 
quantity  more  or  less  injured  by  it. 

The  superincumbent  soil  of  the  latter  is  founded  upon  a  stratum  of  clay,  that  of  the  former  upon  a 
bed  of  peat,  which  mav  be  seen  in  many  places  protruding  itself  into  the  sound. 

Fnun  these  factsU  may  Ijc  pr,.niis,.d  that  the  soil  ,^f  the  latter  will  be  retentiv,'  of  its  eultivati,.n, 
whilst  the  former  must  s,H,n  b,.,-,,,,,,.  almost  barren.  iSut  th.'s,-  la,1s  asale,  whi,'!,  experien,v  has  ma,le 
useful  ]n-,,gn, .sties  t,i  the  agriculturist,  th,'  comparative  gn.wth  ,.f  tlie  livcak  ,,n  both  places  will  at  once 
suffice  to  give  the  latter  described  peninsula  a  pivhavn,-,.  oy,a-  th,'  former,  and  at  the  same  time  to  point 
out  this  peninsula  as  being  the  most  suitabi,.  p,,siiion.  containing  a  boily  of  the  best  land  for  the  propa- 
gation of  the  live  oak,  which  has  as  yet  e..m,'  within  th,'  , ibsorvaf ion  of  the  agents,  extending  from  the 
Perdido  river  around  to  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Cainier.  at  the  head  ,.f  Sta.  Rosa  Sound. 

Schedule  No.  2.— Of  the  quantity  of  live  oak  on  Judge  Brcckenridge's  tract  of  land,  situate  on  Sta. 
Rosa  Sound: 

Fifty-five  trees,  containing  2,361  cubic  feet. 

The  fjlhiwing  is  an  additiomd  portion  of  live  oak,  found  also  in  the  above-described  hammock: 

Sixty-two  trees,  containing  2,036  cubic  feet. 
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Navy  Department,  January  29,  1828. 

Sir:  In  making  the  necessary  inquiries  to  execute  the  law  of  last  session  respecting  live  oak  timber, 
it  has  been  discovered,  among  other  tilings,  that  tliere  is  a  large  tract  of  land  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
Navy  yard  at  Fensacula,  wliich  hclunu-s  tn  tiic  Uiiitcil  Slates,  and  may  be  reserved  with  more  advantage 
and  less  expense  than  any  otlici-  inolalily  (m  (lie  wlmlc  cdiisi.  T  lie  re  is  one  objection  only  in  the  way: 
near  the  centre  of  it  is  a  Iran  ,.1'  l.duo  aii"'iiis,  which  liclmig  to  individuals,  and  which,  being  in  the 
possession  of  otliei-s,  will  ivij,l-r  it  umiv  .liflirnlt  In  prntcrt  and  ^aiard. 

The  lan.l  has  ,,n  it  s •  v-.a  v  valnal^c  iinilua-,  an.l  s inii.n.vcmeiits.     The  whole  together  would 

form  very  far  thr  l.cst  planiaiiun  lor  li\,.  .,;ik  xvliirh  .■;,n  l.c  foand  in  Florida. 

Under  thrs..  .anainistanrrs,  ]  r:M|i,i-l  liiat  an.thuritv  m^w  lie  -avcn  tn  imivliase  tlie  1,600  arpents. 
The  whole  eosi  and  .  xpense  niav  1..^  ;,l,oni  sr>,om).  wliiel,  mav,  with  i.roprielv,  I.e  tak.ai  from  the  appro- 
priation in  the  hiw  of  the  last  se,.,,ion  of  < 'oiiuavss  lor  the  -ra.inal  improvement  of  th,.  navv. 

The.mlv  autiiority  re.pured  is  thai   to  mal^^  the  pureb^se:  no  appropri.alio,,  ,s  neeessaVy. 

desirable  shonld  h,.  pnrehas.Ml.  and  v/nieh  wonhl  not  cost  lar-e  sums.  Tliev  are  not  desi-n!ite'd,  becluse 
you  will  at  .au-e  pereeiv..  liiat  a  knowhd-e  thai  the  -ov.a-nment  designed  to  la,v  wonhl  induee  ihe  owner 
to  imae.as,.  the  pnee.  \Vh<ih<a-  it  would  he  proper  to  give  an  authority  to  pnrehase  when  the  Fresident 
shall  b(/  s.atislied  oi'  the  expediency  uf  doing  so,  is  respectfully  referred  to  your  consideration. 

I  enclose  a  maji.  which  \vill  enable  you  to  see  the  position  of  the  tract  proposed  to  be  reserved.     The 
red  lines  uijon  it  niLuk  mit  the  1,(300  arpents  which  I  wish  to  purchase. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 
Hon.  George  McDuffie,  Chairman  Com.  Ways  and  Meant<,  H.  R. 


AA. 

Copy  of  the  third  section  of  the  a2:}propriation  tnll  for  the  support  of  the  navy  for  1828. 

And  he  it  finiJier  enndcd.  That  there  be,  and  hereby  is,  appropriated,  for  the  purchase  of  such  lands 
as  the  Fresidmit  of  the  United  Slates  may  think  necessary  and  proper  to  provide  live  oak  and  other 
timber  for  the  use  ol  the  navy  (if  the  United  States,  a  sum  not  exceeding  tenthousand  dollars,  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  moneys  appropriated  for  the  gradual  improvement  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  by  the 
first  section  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  gradual  improvement  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States," 
approved  the  third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-seven. 


Santa  Rosa,  Fet>rmry  4,  1S29. 

Siu:  Tn  my  letter  of  tlie  2Tt]i,  I  stat.'d  T  laid  fix.  -1  on  one  hundred  and  liftv  dollars  as  the  price  of 
pre-en,i,tio,,.;  f.nt.on  iiapiirv,  I  lind  that  it  will  l,e  ne.'e-.ai  v  to -i v..  t wo  hnndred,  in  o,  ,|er  to  enal.h>  those 
Avho  wish  it.  lo  lau  quarter' sections  ,,riand  r\^r^^\^vyr■.  and  this  1  think  reason.ahle,  .■,.,  iu  ihis  way.  the 
money  will  prol,alily  be  returned  into  the  Treasury;  ami,  in  all  the  cases  .,f  pre-,anpti..n,  tlaav  is  live  oak, 
fit  for  imiiK  diate  use,  to  the  value  of  lour  times  the  amount.  Tlie  number  of  these  pre-emptions  is  also 
greater  than  1  had  siipposeil,  ami  if  the  reserve  Avill  include  the  whole  of  the  piminsula  (thirty  miles), 
wliich  I  siidiiglv  lecoininend.  there  \\\\\  h(^  in  all  as  many  as  nine  or  ten;  but  these  claims  will  cover 
some..!'  the  l',e.M  hainino.ks,  paiticnhiily    at    tlie   uppia'   end,  where,  in  two  oi- three  of  them,  there  is  at 

least  li\-e  oak  worth  ten  tl -and  .lollar'-,  of  fnll  si/e.      At  F.aikle\   and  Frave's  there  are  some  buildings, 

a  small  Ir.iin.',  and  s ■  ,aitlionses,  worth  abont   three  hnndred  dollars,  which  laight  to  be  paid  for. 

'i'hiis  tar  the  sncce-^s  in  ilea  iiir.;- i  ait  the  live  oak  alread  \- growiiej,',  \  (a'v  far  exceeds  my  most  sanguine 
expe.'tations.  The  gnauid  is  coveie,]  with  an  innneiise  mass  of  wood  fit'for  fuel;  but  finding  that  to  at- 
teni|it  to  lait  it  into  coid  wooil  wiaihl  lake  up  more  than  twice  the  time  necessary  for  the  main  operation, 
I  have  tlaai-ht   it  be.t   to  let  it   remain  loi   the  pres.ait. 

1  feel  perfe.'tlv  c.uilhlont  that  Ishd!  be  able  to  clear  out  thirt  V  thoiisa  nd  tives,  from  ten  to  thirtv 
feet  hiu-h,  in  the  ,-onr.e  of  the  ^,■ar.  I'.nt,  in  ord.a-  to  hav  the  nniid.l'r  of  lalioivis  lo  whicli  1  am  limited 
constantly  en, ploy, .1    in  th<'  wo,-k,  it  will    be   n.M'essary  to    ,.|igag,.    a  few  inoie,  ^^  ho  \mII    be   occnpied    iu 

cure  young  men  from  sevenieiu  to  twenty  years  t)f  age,  who  have  no  bad  habits,  who  can  be  perfectly 
contented,  and  who  will  remain  conienled  on  this  insular  spot.  If  my  success  confinues  to  equal  that 
which  I   have  had,  I  will  stionulv  reconnni'ud  the  employment  of  at  least  thirty  laborers  for  the  rest  of 

the   y,  ar.      F,nt,    before   T    ^jiall   /lo    this.  I  will    .■onsiilt    with   romm.Mhire  WoolseV.  who    has   taken    great 

that,   in  order  to  enable    p.a'sons   ap'poinled    to  see  to  ihe  pnl>lic    timber  to  know  it.  true  value,  or  adapta- 

ti(ui  to  particular   purpo,  -s,  some    copi,  s  of   some    g lw,.rks   should    b.-  pro.aired  an.l   transmitted;    the 

best  is,    "The  Timber  MerchauFs  Guide,"   by  Fetei'  Guill.it,  published,  I  think,  iu  Baltimore. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  BRECKENRIDGE. 
Samuel  L.  Soutpiard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  U.  S. 
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Navy  Department,  December  6,  1828. 

Sm:  I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  1st  and  10th  June,  containing  your  suggestions  respecting 
tlie  cultivation  of  live  oak,  on  the  land  purchased  and  reserved  for  that  purpose  near  Pensacola,  and 
tender  to  yon  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  information  and  plans  w^hich  you  have  communicated. 

I  do  not  perceive  in  them  anything  important  which  does  not  appear  to  me  correct,  except  that 
which  relates  to  the  planting  of  the  acorn.  The  President  entertains  an  opinion,  which  is  justified  by 
the  best  writers  on  the  subject,  and  among  others  by  Evelyn  and  Duhamel,  that  a  good,  if  not  the  best 
mode  of  raising  the  oak,  was  fi'om  the  acorn.  But  whether  this  opinion  be  correct  or  not,  it  ig  desirable 
that  it  should  be  tested  by  full  experiment  on  the  reserved  land;  and  it  is  the  earnest  wish  of  the  Presi- 
dent that  this  should  be  done. 

I  desire,  by  direction  of  the  President,  in  this  letter,  to  appoint  you  the  superintendent  of  the  tract 
and  plantation,  with  a  yearly  compensation  of  four  hundred  dollars;  and  if  you  undertake  to  perform  the 
duty,  the  Executive  will  look  to  yt)u  for  a  careful  and  judipious  management  of  the  whole  matter. 

You  will  be  authorized  tn  ciiiiiloy  an  overseer,  at  a  salary  of  not  more  than  five  hundred  dollars,  and 
as  much  less  as  you  can  prui-mr  a  lii  ]iit8oii  for. 

You  are  authorized,  also,  tu  employ  not  more  than  twenty  laborers  for  one  year,  and  procure  such 
oxen,  carts,  boats  and  tools,  and  erect  such  houses  and  accommodations  as  may  be  necessary,  seeking  in 
everything  the  utmost  economy,  and  rendering  quarterly  accounts  of  the  expenses,,  and  statements  of  the 
progress  made  in  the  labor. 

It  is  desired  that  the  labor  be  directed — 

1st.  To  clearing  out  the  ground  on  which  the  oak  is  already  growing,  so  as  to  give  it  the  best  oppor- 
tunity for  increase. 

2d.  To  plant  young  trees. 

3d.  To  select  a  favorable  spot  of  200  or  300  acres,  and  plant  the  acorn  upon  it,  in  such  mode  as  to 
make  the  most  satisfactory  experiment,  and  to  keep  accurate  statements  of  the  progress  on  this  point  for 
future  use. 

As  you  are  the  superintendent,  you  are  authorized  to  take  such  measures  as  may  be  necessary  to 
prevent  fires,  and  trespasses  of  every  description.  It  is  important  that  these  measures  be  as  little  harsh 
and  violent  as  the  nature  of  the  objects  will  permit. 

You  are  also  authcn-ized  to  purchase  the  private  rights  or  claims  to  portions  of  the  land  which  you 
mention  in  your  letter,  provided  it  can  be  done  on  the  terras  you  state.  If  you  make  the  purchase,  you 
will  take  the  necessary  conveyances  and  authority  from  the  claimants  for  a  patent  to  issue  in  my  name, 
as  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States. 

In  clearing  out  the  ground,  it  is  supposed  a  large  quantity  of  wood  will  be  cut,  which  may  be  sold 
to  advantage;  it  is  desirable  that  this  should  be  disposed  of,  so  as  to  reduce  the  expenses  as  far  as 
practicable. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  from  you  frequent  communications  of  your  views  and  opinions  on  this 
interesting  subject. 

I  am,  respectfully,  &c.,  S.  L.  SOUTHARD.   - 

H.  M.  Bkeckenkidge,  Esq.,  Pensacola. 


DD. 

Deer  Point,  Januanj  27,  1829. 

Sir:  Operations  have  been  already  commenced  at  this  place.  Fifteen  laborers  are  now  actively 
employed;  one  part  of  them  are  engaged  in  erjcting  quarters,  the  remainder  at  work  in  the  woods.  Thus 
far  the  necessary  funds  have  been  advanced  by  me;  but  I  must  request  that  a  sum  be  placed  at  my  dis- 
posal, either  by  a  transmission  of  a  check  on  the  Branch  Bank  at  Mobile,  or  by  permission  to  draw  sufEcient 
to  meet  the  expense  of  the  first  quarter,  exclusive  of  the  wages  of  the  laborers. 

I  have  purchased  oxen,  cart  and  tools,  and  am  about  to  purchase  a  boat,  I  find  there  are  four  pre- 
emptions, and  I  have  fixed  the  price  at  $150  each.  Provisions  have  also  been  engaged,  and  must  be  paid 
for  on  delivery. 

The  following  are  the  items  for  which  immediate  funds  will  be  required,  viz: 

For  tools,  oxen,  cart,  boat,  and  lumber  for  quarters,  and  incidental  expenses $500  00 

For  provisions  the  first  quarter 350  00 

For  the  purchase  of  four  pre-emptions,  at  $150 600  00 

$1,450  00 


I  should  be  glad  if  this  matter  could  be  attended  to  without  delay,  as  I  intend  leaving  this  place 
early  in  April,  to  go  for  my  family,  and  am  desirous  of  putting  everything  in  order,  so  that  there  may  be 
no  embarrassment  during  my  absence. 

With  sentiments  of  respect,  I  remain  your  most  obedient  servant, 

H.  M.  BRECKENRIDGE. 
Hon.  Sahcel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  U.  S. 
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EE. 

MISCELLANEOUS    PAPERS. 

Improvement  of  the  navy. 
Joseph  M.  White,  deleg-ate  from  Florida, 

In  account  with  the  United  States,  Dr. 

1828. 

Jan.       29.  To  requisition  No.  1,199 $800  00 

March  22.  To  reciuisition  No.  1,272 ],900  00 

May       2T.   To  requi.sitiuu  No.  l,L>U 2,361    11 

$5,061   11 

To  H.  M.  BreckenridA-e,   for  requisition  No.  1,200,  for  ^400,  and  requisition  No.  1,271,  for 

$1,800,  debited  to  him,  being-  the  price  of  400  arpeuts  of  land 2,200  00 

To  Francisco  and  Fernando  Moreno,  for  requisition  No.  1,270,  debited  to  them,  being  the 

price  of  800  arpent.s  of  land 3,000  00 


r'  3,650  arpents  of  land,  in  West  Florida,  purchased  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  under 
authority  of  the  third  section  of  the  act  making  appropriati(ms  for  the  support  of  the 
uavy,  for  the  year  1828,  per  account  herewith,  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

A  correct  copy  of  the  original,  on  file  in  this  ofSce. 

T.  WATKINS. 
Treasury  Departmext,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  December  5,  1828. 


$10, 

2G1 

11 

'Cr. 

$10, 

261 

11 

Vf  ashixgtox,  3Iarch  4,  1828. 

Sin:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclo.se  to  you  a  letter  of  Francisco  Moreno,  of  Florida,  on  the  subject  of 
a  cLiiiu  !m  (  ijlit  hundred  arpents  of  land  he  owns  in  CDnjaetinn  with  his  brother,  between  the  Barrancas 
and  II  i\\  \  ml  This  claim  was  presented  to  the  e"iii;ii;ssiiuiirs,  its  validity  recognized  and  conlirmed 
by  til  111  I.  w  ,11  lif  seen  in  the  E.xecutive  documents  No.  Hi,  v,il.  7,  part  2,  1824-25,  in  report  and  abstract 
A,  page  (_.:.,  wliicii  report  was  aiiproved  by  an  act  of  Congreh;s,  approved  22d  April,  1826,  entitled  "An 
act  to  conlirm  the  rcpurt.s  of  the  commissicmers  of  West  Florida,"  &c.  This  grant  was  not  surveyed 
imder  the  Spanish  g-i>vernuicnt,  but  called  to  begin  a  certain  distance  on  the  bay  above  Barrancas,  to 
include  a  hill,  &c.  It  was  considered  competent  for  the  United  States  to  direct  the  manner  of  its  loca- 
tion, so  as  ntit  to  cover  two  points,  the  fort  and  the  navy  yard;  but  it  must  of  course  include  the  points 
d(>signated,  and,  no  matter  in  what  form  located,  must  cover  the  largest  portion  of  the  intermediate  points, 
and  will  obstruct  the  subsidiary  works  proposed  to  be  erected  between  Barrancas  and  the  navy  yard, 
and  must  materially'  injure  the  benefit  of  the  reservation  in  the  eighth  section  of  the  act.  It  appears 
that  the  cdmmander  of  the  yard  has  thought  that  the  whole  point  of  the  bay  was  reserved  for  public 
uses,  and  has  cnn.strued  the  sixth  section  to  the  entire  exclusion  of  the  claimants.  I  drew  both  of  these 
sections,  and  such  an  idea  was  never  entertained.  The  United  States  could  only  reserve  public,  not  pri- 
vate property.  During  hist  winter  they  sent  me  a  power  of  attornej',  and  letter,  authorizing  me  to  sell 
for  five  thousand  dcillai  >  1  sulunitted  it  to  the  Navy  Commissioners,  and  nothing  was  done.  I  told  them 
when  I  went  home  tii  it  llicy  uskt'd  tcio  much.  They  now  ask  the  sura  in  the  enclosed  letter,  which  I  con- 
sid.  r  1  T-  I  '  1  T'l  I  -sfssidii  of  this  land  is  not  only  of  vast  importance  as  to  the  defences  of  the 
pi  I' '     ^       '  "  .lid  the  live  oak  now  upon  it,  and  the  extension  of  the  plantation,  which  must 

III  I    '  part  of  the   permanent  policy  of  this  country.     I  consider  that  it  nuiy  most 

ad\  I  ■        '  '    lor  the  defences,  or  connected  with  the  yard,  or  for  the  other  object.     Without 

the  cxtuun  -Ini.   :it  '  1   I'lo  title,  you  can  see  from  the  letter  the  consequences.     I  think,  if  yon  deem  it 
useful  to  the  ihiMh    nilou'sts,  which  I  am  sure  you  must  do,  that  it  may  be  purchased  out  of  the  appro- 
priation for  esiabh^li  iig  the  yard,  or  the  one  proposed  at  this  session. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 

Hon.  Sauuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Joseph  31.  White  to  Samuel  L.  Southard. 

May  20,  1828. 
Mr.  White  informs  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  that  he  has  purchased  1,250  acres  of  the  land,  and 
will  call  in  a  day  or  two. 


Navy  Department,  3Iay  28,  1828. 
Sir:  I  transmit  to  you  herewith  several  papers  relating  to  the  purchase  of  land  from  the  Hon.  Joseph 
M.  White,  delegate  from  Florida,  and  request  that  you  will  examine  them  carefully,  without  delay. 

*  Fei  this  document  see  class  Public  Lauds,  vol  4,  No.  454. 
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If  the  deeds  of  conveyance  to  the  United  States  are  not  properly  drawn  and  executed,  I  wish  to  have 
it  done,  that  Mr.  White  may  do  what  is  necessary  before  lie  leaves  Washington,  which  will  probably  be 
very  soon.  Those  deeds  which  are  executed  in  his  own  name  do  not  contain  any  relinquishment  of  dower 
on  the  part  of  Mrs.  White. 

A  schedule  of  the  papers  accompanies  this;  and  I  have  further  to  request  that  they  may  all  be 
returned  with  the  corrected  deeds. 
I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 

SAMUEL  L.  SOUTHARD. 
RicH.iRD  S.  CoxE,  Esq.,  Washington. 

Schedule  of  paper >>  submitted  to  Bichard  S.   Coxe,  E^q.,  3Iay  2S,  1828. 

Joscpli  M.  Wliite  to  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  29th  January,  1828. 

Ag-reenient  between  J.  M.  White  and  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  29th  January,  1828. 

J.  M.  Wiiite,  deed,  10th  March,  1828. 

Articles  of  ag-reemcnt  between  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  Joseph  M.  White,  22d  March,  1828. 

J.  M.  White,  bill  for  oak  timber,  $4,000. 

Memorandum  of  amounts  to  be  paid  to  J.  M.  White. 

J.  M.  White  to  Secretarv  Navy,  20th  May,  1828. 

Same  to  same,  27th  May,  1828,  deed. 

Plat  and  translation  of  land  cimveyed  to  United  States,  28th  ifay,  1828. 

H.  M.  Breckenridge  to  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  28th  January,  1828. 

Same  to  same,  29th  January,  1828. 

Agreement  between  H.  M.  Breckenridge  and  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  29th  January,  1828. 

J.  M.  White,  attorney  in  fact  of  H.  M.  Breckenridge,  deed  to  United  States,  lOtliMarch,  1828. 

H.  M.  Breckenridge  to  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  21st  March,  1828. 

J.  M.  White  to  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  4th  March,  1828. 

J.  M.  White,  attorney  iii  fact  of  F.  and  F.  Moreno,  deed  to  the  United  States,  10th  March,  1828. 

F.  Moreno  to  J.  M.  White,  Pensacola,  12th  February,  1828. 


AVashixgto.v,  June  2,  1828. 
Sir:  I  have  sent  to  Pensacola  deeds,  executed  and  authenticated  according  to  the  laws  of  the  Terri- 
tory, to  be  recorded,  for  the  800  arpents  of  land  of  Francisco  and  Fernando  Moreno,  with  their  power  of 
attorney;  one  from  H.  M.  Breckenridge,  for  400  arpents,  with  his  power  of  attorney;  and  one  for  1,200, 
my  own  conveyance — all  in  due  form.  At  your  request,  I  send  you  assignments,  to  be  filed  at  the  General 
Land  Office,  on  which  patents  can  issue  to  you  and  your  successors  in  ofBce.  I  ask  the  favor  of  you  to 
cause  me  to  be  officially  informed  that  the  contracts  of  Judge  Breckenridge  and  myself  have  been  exe- 
cuted, and  our  accounts  settled,  and  also  that  of  the  Morenos;  or,  if  any  further  act  be  necessary  on  my 
part,  please  to  inform  me  while  Breckenridge  and  the  Morenos  are  at  Pensacola.  In  relation  to  my 
second  contract,  I  shall  be  able  to  obtain  before  August  400  arpents  more,  and  will  then  make  you  a  con- 
veyance, or  before  the  indulgence  of  six  months,  which  you  have  extended  for  its  accomplishment.  I 
ask  the  favor  to  be  informed  if  the  judge,  marshal,  and  district  attorney  will  be  permitted  to  go  in  a 
public  vessel  to  Key  West 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  S.  L.  Southard,  Secrctarij  of  the  Navy,   U.  S. 


JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 


Washixgtox,  June  16,  1828. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  the  original  grant  and  other  papers  relating  to  the  title  of  Francis 
Barrios,  a  part  of  which  I  conveyed  under  the  last  contract.     The  deed  to  myself  is  on  record  at  Pensa- 
cola; and  my  object  in  sending  these,  is,  that  they  may  remain  on  file  in  the  Department. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 
Hon.  S.  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Nai^y,  U.  S. 


Gener.^l  Land  Office,  Jime  24,  1828. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  23d  instant,  enclosing  a  power 
of  attorney  from  Francisco  and  Fernando  Moreno  to  Joseph  M.  White,  and  an  assignment  from  Mr.  White 
to  you,  as  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  of  800  arpents  near  tlje  village  of  Barrancas,  being  claim  No.  29  in 
report  A  pf  the  board  of  commissioners;  and,  also,  enclosing  an  assignment  from  Joseph  M.  White  in 
his  own  right,  and  as  the  attorney  of  Henry  M.  Breckenridge,  transferring  to  you,  for  the  use  of  the 
United  States,  1,600  arpents,  on  Santa  Rosa  Sound,  confirmed  to  Henry  M.  Breckenridge  and  R.  K.  Call, 
as  Nos.  51  and  52  in  report  A  of  the  board  of  commissioners. 

The  necessary  entries  have  been  made  on  the  reports  in  this  office  to  show  that  those  tracts  have 
been  transferred;  and  patents  will  not  be  granted  for  the  same,  except  to  you,  for  the  use  of  the  United 
States.  The  regulations  of  this  office,  in  relation  to  the  assignments  of  private  claims,  will  require  the 
production  of  the  deeds  from  H.  M.  Breckenridge  and  R.  K.  Call  to  Mr.  White,  and  of  the  power  of 
attorney  from  Mr.  Breckenridge  to  Mr.  White.  It  would  also  be  necessary  that  the  assignments  should 
be  properly  acknowledged  and  certified. 

I  would,  however,  suggest  the  propriety  of  having  regular  deeds  executed   in  Florida,  and  placed 
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upon  record  in  the  propel'  office  there,  and  copies  furnished  to  the  register  of  the  land  office  at  Tallahassee, 
who  will  issue  the  necessary  certificates  on  which  the.  patents  will  be  granted  to  you.  The  papers 
enclosed  in  your  letter  are  herewith  returned. 

I  am,  very  rcs|i.'ctliilly,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant,  GEORGE   GRAHAM. 

Hon.  S.  L.  S.jUTiiAui.,  Scn-danj  of  the  Navy,  U.  S. 


New  York,  Jubj  6,  1828. 

■-^ir  I  hx\L  had  th  honoi  to  leceive  yom  note  of  the  3d  instant  in  which  you  suggest  the  propriety 
ofhiMii^  m  w  ilin  M^ncd  by  the  t,i  mtees  of  the  tiacts  o' land  cou\eyed  to  the  United  States,  signi- 
U»     t'  11    t    til    1     ui  1^    f  i)iiMits  ti  tlic  ■-  (1   tm     t  the  Na\y  for  the  use  uftlie  Uuitfd  States. 

I  '  I  11       I  I     II   11  I      u\       n        lliitniNl        itibtiotoi3  to  the  gov.Tiiiiiriil;   but  1  take 

1    I  ih        1       11   th  1  111    1      1         1i     il  '       111      1  N   u  u(h  the  object  can   lie  iiilaiiKMl.     lathe 

ci  mil    mini     M   iiu      I   i     00   u[    il      \\i  \    ii     the  giantees,  and  in  their /((oaes  is  the 

titl  (_  iihiiiK  d  m  the  connnissK  neis  iLpmts  now  \n  the  ofhte  oi  the  commissioner,  Mr.  Graham.  They 
^■\\L  uv  1  powei  of  attomey  and  I  have  made  a  deed  -which  deed  and  power  are  before  now  recorded  in 
1  (  n  ac  li  I  have  midr  an  assioument  -uith  the  po-ner  of  attorney  in  due  form  annexed.  In  the  other 
ci        f   1     0  I      ]  0)    t  it  \    1  1  1     1  1     1    11  ^\  dead   and  800  to  another  now  dead.     It  was 

1  t  it  and  the  lemaiuder  to  Call;  it  is  confirmed 

111  I  mvcyed  to  me  800  arpents,  and  Call  400;  and 

III  i\   jwn  1  200      Now,  if  I  have  conveyed  with. nit 

titl       1  \  III    I       u       1    \    1      11  1  1  ti   \     \       t    •^ive  tiouble  it  may  be  well  to  write  to  Judge 

I  1  ih  1  il  t  ill  111  1  I  1  1  \\  it  ill  1  \  1  I  ittjiney  of  the  Morenos,  and  my  deed  pursuant 
th(  1  I  11  1  I  1  1  111  1  I  1  i\  1  1  111  1  th  u_,inal,  secondly  to  have  the  clerk  to  certify  or 
s{  11  1   I      1      11        1    II    I  1  1  (    ill       11      ind  muK.   to  }ou    and  B 's  power  of  attorney.     The  Commis- 

si n  i  I  th  <  11  1  I  1  111  I  (  In  will  then  see  that  the  titles  weie  confirmed  to  those  people,  and  by 
th(  111  /  /  /o '/  111  1/  /  /  /  tt  111  I  11  1  to  you  foi  the  use  of  the  United  States.  You  are,  then,  the 
IS  1^11  111  1  ih  1  I  \  I  1  II  1  Imm  lud  and  he  must  issue  tl  e  patents  to  you.  If  you  desire  it,  I 
\Mli\\iii  I  h  i\  th  1  I  1  lu  11  lid  to  you  The  fact  IS  no  patent  is  wanted;  there  is  a  regular 
k  il  tl  111  I  1  I  ill  tl  1  t  th  I  ml  1  ^titcs  In  the  othei  case  I  mean  the  last  contract,  I  am  expect- 
iii_,  I  1  II  I  \  i\  In  1  11  til\  iiK  till  piu  chase  of  the  remaindci ,  as  soon  as  that  is  done,  I  will  make 
a  d(  (  It  1  ill  111  1  w  nil  li  i\\  the  one  nnde  a  few  weeks  since  Ihis  l\  t  shall  be  made  in  aiiy  forui  the 
DtpaituK  lit  II  1      111     1 

I   nil    Willi  ^(l^  hij^h  respect  yom  most  obedient  seivant  JOSEPH  M.  WHITE. 

Hon.  bAMLLL  L.  boL  CHARD,  Setietaiij  of  the  Naiy,  Lnited  States. 


Saratoga  Springs,  July  20,  1828. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  the  original  grant  to  Joaquim  Barela  for  1,000  arpents  of 
land,  with  a  certihr;iti'  ol'  ciiiiliniiution;  this  claim  will  be  found  in  the  commissioners'  reports,  printed 
by  order  of  Congn-ss;  hr  luhl  previously  sold  150  arpents,  leaving  850,  and  he  conveys  it  as  800,  more  or 
less;  if  there  is  any  rnur  in  that,  it  shall  be  ccn-rected.  I  send  the  original  deed  (recorded)  from  the 
grantee  to  Hcin-y  Micholot,  and  his  deed  to  me,  all  in  due  form,  and  left  a  deed  in  your  office,  dated  27th 
May  hist;  it  h:is  not  been  sent  home  for  record,  and  if  you  wish  it  altered  to  correspond  with  those  now 
sent,  cxaeily,  I  will  execute  another  when  I  visit  Washington,  in  August. 

In  the  other  case  of  800  arpents,  confirmed  to  Francisco  Barrios,  I  sent  you  the  marshal's  deed  for 
that  to  Caro.  The  land  was  sold  under  execution,  and  conveyed,  and  I  now  send  a  regular  conveyance 
from  Caro  to  me.  I  have  made  a  conveyance  for  the  1,250  arpents,  which,  according-  to  our  contract, 
amounts  to  $2,361.11,  which  sum  I  received.  The  papers  now  sent  I  wish  placed  on  file,  and  m^'  account 
settled  pro  tanto;  and  if  I  can  purchase  the  other  five  hundred  and  fifty  (550)  arpents  I  will  do  it;  my 
agent  is  now  endeavoring  to  do  it.  I  will  thank  you  to  have  sent  to  me  an  acknowledgment  of  these 
papers.  If  ymi  want  the  land  indicated  in  a  former  letter  for  the  hospital,  I  would  be  glad  to  know  it  as 
Boon  as  you  decide.     I  may  not  find  you  at  Washington  in  August. 

■  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant,  JOS.  M.  WHITE. 

Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  United  States. 


Washington,  August  21,  1828. 
Sir:  I  expected  to  have  had  the  honor  of  meeting  you  here  at  this  time.  I  am  now  on  my  way  home; 
and  if  you  should  decide  to  erect  the  marine  hospital  on  Bayou  Chico,  a  letter  will  find  me  at  Tallahassee. 
I  looked  over  all  the  papers  relating  to  the  lands,  and  compared  them  with  the  contracts.  I  have  done 
even  more  than  I  wus  required.  I  will  be  much  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  have  the  account  settled.  I 
do  not  wish  lo  stand  mi  the  records  charged  with  the  receipt  of  money,  the  greater  part  of  which  only 
passed  thniiigh  my  hands  as  agent  for  others,  in  making  sales  for  their  use  and  that  of  the  government. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOS.  M.  WHITE. 
Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,   United  States. 
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PEXs.\coL.-i,  September  8,  1828. 

Sir:  At  the  request  of  Colonel  Joseph  M.  AVhite,  I  herewith  enclose  a  power  of  attorney  from  Fran- 
cisco and  Fernando  Moreno  to  Joseph  M.  AVhite,  with  a  deed  made  under  it  by  Joseph  M.  White  to 
Samuel  L.  Southard. 

A  power  of  attorney  from  Henry  M.  Breckenridge  to  Joseph  M.  White,  with  a  deed  made  under  it  by 
Joseph  M.  White  to  Samuel  L.  Southard. 

A  deed  from  Henry  M.  Breckenridge  to  Joseph  M.  White,  of  400  arpents  of  land,  (undivided  half  of 
"800  arpents.) 

A  deed  from  R.  K.  and  M.  L.  Call,  for  400  arpents  of  land;  and  a  certified  copy  of  a  deed  from  H.  M. 
Breckenridge  to  Joseph  M.  White,  for  400  arpents  of  land;  together  with  a  deed  for  the  said  1,200  arpents 
of  land,  from  Joseph  M.  White  to  Samuel  L.  Southard;  all  duly  recorded  in  the  ofBce  of  the  clerk  of  the 
county  court  for  Escambia  county,  the  proper  recording  office  of  the  countj-  in  which  the  lands  lie,  and 
duly  certified  and  sealed. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  W.  HASELL  HUNT. 

Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  U.  S. 


PEXS.A.COLA,  October  24,  1830. 

Sir:  The  accounts  ending  the  18th  of  October,  for  expenses  incurred  at  the  live  oak  plantations,  are 
transmitted  herewith. 

Notice  has  been  given  to  persons  who  have  laborers  emijloyed,  that  the  work  will  cease  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  that  is,  with  the  next  quarter,  ending  the  18th  of  January;  and  every  arrangement  has  been 
made  to  comply  with  your  intimation. 

I  hope  that  some  measures  will  be  taken  to  preserve  the  plantation;  for,  unless  a  few  laborers  be 
employed  at  the  end  of  the  year  for  this  purpose,  it  must  go  to  destruction.  I  will  cheerfully  do  the  best 
in  my  power,  without  any  charge  to  the  government,  to  keep  out  the  fires,  and  to  prevent  trespasses; 
but  this  will  not  be  sufficient  to  do  justice  to  the  work.  The  trees  have  nearly  all  been  pruned  a  second 
time,  but  it  will  require  a  thii'd  pruning  and  sprouting,  which  can  be  done  by  Jive  hands,  and  nothing 
will  then  be  necessary  but  to  prevent  the  accidents  to  which  I  have  alluded.  The  third  pruning  is  neces- 
sary on  account  of  the  great  number  of  lateral  twigs  sent  forth  from  the  trunk,  and  which  the  trees  will 
continue  to  do  for  some  time  after  the  bodies  have  been  pruned  up. 

If  a  few  hands  will  be  allowed,  say  from  two  to  five,  (but  I  think  the  latter  number  at  least,)  I  will 
undertake,  for  the  sum  which  has  been  allowed  me  as  superintendent,  to  continue  the  care  of  the  trees 
for  the  next  year,  and  will,  out  of  that  sum,  engage  a  white  laborer,  who  can,  at  tlie  same  time,  act  as 
overseer  of  the  hands  I  should  feel  great  regret  to  see  the  work  abandoned  when  it  is  so  promising,  and 
after  so  much  expense  and  labor  have  been  bestowed.  The  space  now  occupied  can  sustain  at  least  sixty 
thousand  trees,  the  whole  of  which,  in  less  than  twenty  years,  and  many  much  sooner,  will  be  fit  for  most 
purposes  for  ship-building. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

H.  M  BRECKENRIDGE. 

Hon.  JoHX  Branch,  Secretary  cf  the  Xavy,  U.  S. 


Navy  Departmext,  December  18,  1830. 
Sir:  You  are  requested  to  furnish  the  Department  with  such  information  as  you  may  possess,  other 
than  that  contained  in  your  report  made  to  the  Department,  dated  Washington  city,  July  3,  1829,  on  the 
following  points: 

The  value  of  the  lands  purchased  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  behalf  of  the  United  States,  of  the 
Hon.  Mr.  White  and  Judge  Breckenridge,  situate  near  Pensacola,  in  Florida,  &c.,  at  the  time  such  pur- 
chase was  made,  (in  1828,)  as  well  as  the  value  of  the  live  oak  timber  on  each  tract  fit  for  naval  purposes. 
I  am,  respectfully,  &c., 


Commodore  J.  Rodgers,  President  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  the  Navy. 


J.  BRANCH. 


December  18,  1830. 
Sir:  I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  16th  instant,  calling  for 
information  respecting  the  purchase,  &c.,  of  live  oak  timber,  near  the  Navy  yard  at  Pensacola,  and  have 
to  request  you  to  furnish  copies  of  all  "papers  connected  with  the  purchase  of  live  oak  lands  in  Florida, 
the  quantity  purchased,  the  names  of  the  persons  from  whom  the  purchases  were  made,  the  prices  given, 
to  whom  paid,  when  paid,  and  on  what  authority,"  which  may  be  in  your  office,  and  calculated  to  throw 
light  upon  the  investigation. 

I  am,  respectfully,  &c.,  J.  BRANCH. 

Amos  Kexdall,  Esq.,  Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury. 


Washixgtox,  December  19,  1830. 
Sir:  I  would  most  respectfully  suggest  that  the  report  of  the  inspectors  of  live  oak,  in  1818,  of  wliich 
Mr.  Hutton  was  one,  in  Louisiana  and  Florida,  and  which  contains  the  most  accurate  information  on  the 
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subject,  would  present  a  better  view  of  it  than  any  other,  and  should  be  included  in  the  answer  to  the 
resolution. 

I  wnulil  also  call  y.mr  attciifinn  to  the  letter  recently  received  by  you  from  J.  "\V.  Dahney,  disclosino- 
certain  frauds  nfd/piiiy  snrve.vnrs,  l.y  which  the  United  States  have  lost  the  lar.irest  and 'best  body  of 
live  oak  lamis  in  IMiiiida.  Tlial,  loUer  you  sent  to  the  Land  Office,  but,  being-  within  your  control,  is 
embraced  by  ih<'  rcsuluiiini. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  most  obedient  servant,  JOS.  M.  WHITE. 

Hon.  John-  Branch,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  U.  S. 


Navy  ComnssmxER?'  Office,  December  20,  1830. 
Sir:  Tiie  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  have  had  the  hiUKU-  ..f  rccciviMo-  your  letter  of  the  18th  inst., 
and  beg-  leave  to  observe  that  they  have  no  information  rchitivc  to  Ihe   kinds  purchased  of  Col.  White 
and  Judg-e  Breckenridg-e,  near  Pensacola,  other  than  that  contained  in  the  enclosed  extract  of  a  letter 
addressed  to  you  on  the  3d  July,  1829. 

I  have  the  honor,  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 


Hon.  JoHx  Branch,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


JNO.  EODGERS. 


Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditors  Office,  December  20,  1830. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  request  cuutained  in  your  h>tter  of  the  18th  instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of 
a  resolution  of  the  Ibiiisc  (if  i;c)iri'S('iitnti\  i-^.  ]i:issi.(l  ili,"  ii'iili  instant,  calling  for  information  in  relation 
to  the  purchase  of  livr  oak  lands  in  I'h.ri  la,  1  ha\a'  (he  Ih.n  a'  to  transmit  you  herewith  a  copy  of  the 
account  of  Joseph  .M.  \\in\<\  E.-.i.,  for  ;;,i;:,u  ai|.  iiis  ,,r  hmd  in  I'l^rida,  sold  to  the  United  States  by  him  as 
the  proprietor,  nr  as  the  attorney  lor  otlins,  nnionnj  in--  to  SIO.-JC.1 .1 1 ,  sanctioned  by  the  late  Secretary  of 
the  Navy.      1  al-o  transmit  yon  a  stalcinont  when  ami  to  v,lioin  payimait  was  made  for  said  purchase. 

I  return  to  you  the  oii,u-inal  li'Hcr  ot  llonry  M.  ilicckoniid-'o,  Esq.,  with  its  enclosure,  addressed  to 
you  under  date  the  I8th  April,  1S20,  on  the  .subject  of  ihe  live  oak  trees  then  growing  on  a  part  of  the 
said  land,  which  letter  was  referred  to  this  office  with  his  accounts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

AMOS  KENDALL. 
Hon.  John  Branch,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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New  York,  December  23,  1830. 
Sir:  I  perceive  by  the  late  jn-oceedings  in  Congress  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  called  upon  for 
information  in  regard  to  the  subject  of  tlie  purchases  of  live  oak  lands  in  Florida,  and  other  matters  con- 
nected therewith. 

Having  been  appointed  an  agent  for  the  examination  and  survey  of  the  lands  of  West  Florida,  in 
company  with  Charlos  Ilaii-e,  and  in  the  course  of  our  explorations  having  examined  very  critically  the 
\  -»li'.  Southard,  and  reported  thereupon  to  your  Department,  I  take  the  liberty,  with  great 
ur  report  on  this  subject,  on  file  in  your  office.  It  is  that  numbered  3,  and  of  the 
,  1828,  and  forwarded  from  the  Choctawhatchee  Bay,  W.  Florida.  A  reference 
o  y. ,n  tlie  information  sought  for;  and  the  accompanying  documents  will  fur- 
oi  /in'  oak  land  (only  about  ten  acres  around  the  residence  of  Jud.ge  Brecken- 
nc  barren,  and  of  no  value, )  embraced  within  the  three  tracts  purchased  by 
nlo  \o.  2  gives  till'  a'-liial  ijiiiintHy  of  all  the  timber  growing  on  the  land  at  the 
time  (if  tlie  piueli:i:-e;  whieli  lalier  inionnai  ion  is  |  lait  ienlarly  Called  for  by  the  amendment  to  the  Original 
resolntion  of  Mr.  While.  ..Ilenil  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Spiaght  of  North  Carolina;  a  copy  of  which  documents 
I  have  the  honor  to  re.piest  may  be  connnniiicated  to  Congress. 

I  take  the  liberty,  very  respectfully,  to  enclose  yt)u  an  extract  from  the  report  above  referred  to, 
which  will  show  you  the  opinion  of  the  agents  in  regard  to  this  purchase,  strengthened  by  the  historical 
account  of  the  land  given  by  Mr.  Williams. 

On  the  subject  of  the  live  oak  lands  generally,  and  the  meajis  heretofore  adopted  for  the  preservation 
of  the  timber  growing  thereon  proving  insufficient,  together  with  my  ideas  at  full  length  on  the  subject 
of  this  pnrchase,  and  the  inoijes  jiroposed  for  the  rearing  of  a  nursery,  I  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to 
refer  yuu  to  the  comnuuiication  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  on  the  16th  July,  1829,  and  which 
I  had  the  honor  to  leave  in  the  hands  of  his  Excellency  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  your  absence 
from  the  seat  of  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  grea'est  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  F.  CORNELL, 
Late  Agent  fur  the  Examination  and  Survey  of  West  Florida  Lands. 
The  Hon.  John  Branch,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


House  of  Representatives,  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  February  1,  1831. 
Sir:  The  House  have  referred  to  the  committee  your  answer  to  their  resolution  respecting  live  oak, 
and  the  committee  are  desirous  to  act  on  the  whole  subject.     To  enable  them  to  do  this,  they  would  res- 
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pectfuUy  ask  all  such  information  as  it  may  be  in  the  power  of  the  Department  to  give  on  the  following 
points: 

1.  The  location  of  the  land  reserved  and  purchased  in  the  neighborhood  of  Pensacola,  with  a  view  of 
the  propagation  of  live  oak.  A  map  designating  the  lots  and  claims  appears  to  be  the  only  mode  of 
exhibiting  these  locations. 

2.  The  money  paid  for  the  land  and  expended  on  and  about  it  to  propagate  live  oak,  giving  the  years 

3.  The  ((iiaiitity  "f  live  Dak  reported  to  the  Department  by  its  agents,  with  a  brief  statement  of  the 
nature  and  character  of  these  reports. 

4.  Any  other  information  touching  the  quantity  of  live  oak  growing  on  lands  in  the  United  States, 
its  increase  and  diminution,  and  all  information  calculated  to  aid  in  forming  an  opinion  whether  a  supply 
can  probably  be  had  from  the  natural  growth,  or  should  be  secured  by  artificial  propagation. 

On  the  map  to  be  furnished,  the  committee  desire  that  the  tracts  purchased  at  Pensacola  may  be 
designated  as  nearly  as  may  be,  as  well  as  the  claims  to  locate  there,  yet  unsatisfied. 
With  esteem  and  respect,  yours,  &c., 

MICHAEL  HOFFMAN. 
Hon.  JoHX  Braxch,  Secretary  of  the  Naiuj. 


Navy  Department,  February  7,  1831. 

Sir:  In  compliance  witli  the  request  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  relative  to  the  live 
oak  lands  in  Florida,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  sundry  papers. 

From  the  vagueness  of  the  boundaries  expressed  in  the  title  papers,  I  must  observe,  that  sufficient 
data  do  not  exist  in  the  Department  by  which  a  map  may  be  delineated,  exhibiting  the  information  called 
for  by  your  letter;  but  the  president  of  the  Naval  Board,  who  has  a  personal  knowledge  of  the  lands  in 
question,  has  promised  to  wait  upon  the  committee,  and  it  is  hoped  he  will  be  able  to  furnish  much  infor- 
mation on  tlie  subject. 

The  paper  marked  A  is  a  table  of  the  moneys  "  paid  for  the  lands,  and  expended  on  or  about  them, 
to  propagate  the  live  oak;  giving  the  years  in  which  the  respective  moneys  were  paid." 

Paper  marked  B  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  enclosing  a 
copy  of  a  letter  to  the  land  officers  in  Tallahassee,  dated  28d  October  last,  exhibiting  the  tracts  in  that 
section  of  the  country  which  have  been  reserved  from  sale  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  on  the 
suggestion  of  the  Navy  Department.     The  enclosure  referred  to  is  herewith  transmitted,  marked  C. 

Various  examinations  have,  from  time  to  time,  been  made  under  the  direction  of  this  Department,  to 
ascertain  the  quantity  of  live  oak  growing  in  the  United  States  near  navigable  waters.  Considerable 
portions  of  the  maintime  frontier  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  East  and  West  Florida,  and  Louisiana,  have 
been  explored  for  this  purpose.  Agents  are  now,  and  have  been  for  years  past,  steadily  engaged  in 
making  surveys,  and  extensive  resorvntinns  of  public  land,  abounding  in  this  valuable  timber,  have  been 
exempted  from  sale  by  the  Presideni  nf  ibc  rnited  States,  on  the  recommendation  of  this  Department,  and 
in  pursuance  of  the  laws  passed  on  tlir  snl>jii-i  in  the  years  1817  and  1827.  Paper  marked  D  shows  the 
reservations  in  Louisiana,  and  the  papi'r  marked  C  those  in  West  Florida.  Schedule  marked  E  exhibits 
the  quantity  of  live  oak  timber  in  that  part  of  West  Florida  hitherto  examined  by  the  United  States 
agents. 

Documents  marked  F  and  G  are  copies  of  letters  from  the  Hon.  E.  D.  White,  now  a  member  of  Con- 
gress from  tiie  State  of  Louisiana,  and  Edward  Chandler,  Esq.,  United  States  attorney  for  the  district  of 
South  Florida,  containing  very  interesting  information  on  the  subject  of  live  oak.  The  quantity  of  that 
timber  reported  to  this  Department  by  the  United  States  agents  amounts  to  2,214,855  cubic  feet,  as  will 
appear  by  reference  to  papers  marked  E  and  H,  the  latter  of  which  shows  the  general  and  special  locali- 
ties, and  probable  quantities  of  live  oak  timber  suitable  for  naval  purposes,  (as  far  as  has  been  ascer- 
tained,) on  the  Atlantic  coast  of  the  United  States.  It  is  to  be  observed,  however,  that  a  comparatively 
small  portion  of  the  public  lands  has  been  critically  examined.  The  reports  of  the  agents,  as  far  as  they 
go,  seem  to  have  been  founded  on  accurate  examinations,  and  may  be  considered  as  probably  correct. 

In  the  report  made  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session 
of  Congress,  an  opinion  is  expressed,  in  reference  to  the  planting  of  live  oak  acorns,  that  it  is  unneces- 
sary, for  the  present,  to  engage  in  the  artificial  propagation  of  the  live  oak.  Some  reasons  for  this  opin- 
ion are  assigned  in  ilie  iircccding  paragraph.  In  addition  to  which,  it  may  be  stated,  from  sources  enti- 
tled to  entire  cuiirKleiiee,  ihai  plants  of  young  live  oak  spring  up  in  great  abundance  wherever  this  tim- 
ber, at  any  lonner  period,  lias  attained  maturity  and  been  cut  down. 

Mr.  Breck(>nridge,  in  his  communications  to  the  Department,  states  that,  on  the  small  piece  of  land 
to  which  his  culture  has  been  confined,  many  thousands  of  young  trees  have  been  wholly  or  partially 
pruned,  &c.,  and  that  more  than  seventy  thousand  may,  in  a  short  time,  be  brought  into  the  same  state  of 
cultivation  Commodor(^  Podgers,  in  liis  report  on  the  subject  of  the  timber  on  the  lands  purchased  by 
the  government,  states  lliat,  a.lllieiigli  tl.ere  ai-e  few  gruwn  trees  nn  these  lands,  the  ynnng  live  oak  has 
sprung  up  in  great  abundance,  and  ai^iiears  Id  ll.airisli  in  great  luxuriance;  ami,  indeed,  from  every  quar- 
ter whence  information  has  lieen  el.tained  on  the  subject,  it  seems  that  this  plant  is  produced  in  lavish 
prodigality  by  the  hand  of  nature  wherever  the  tree  has  once  existed  and  been  removed.  Such  being  the 
facts  of  the  case,  where  can  be  the  danger  of  the  extermination  of  this  timber,  or  where  the  necessity  for 
plantin.g  the  acorns  or  transplanting  the  scions? 

The  preservation  of  the  forests  of  young  live  oak,  in  common  with  other  trees  of  larger  growth,  has 

been  recom ndeil  to  Congress  as  an  object  to  be  "  prosecuted  with  an  active  and  undeviating  purpose;" 

and  to  this  ol.jeet  ilie  I»e]iartmcnt  feels  itself  bound  to  devote  the  most  unremitting  attention.  It  is  deemed 
proper  to  add,  that  whenever  the  national  le.gislature  shall  determine  to  engage  in  the  erection  of  estab- 
lishments for  the  propagation  and  culture  of  plantations  of  timber  for  the  use  of  the  navy,  it  is  presumed 
it  will  speak  its  determination  in  language  which  will  be  explicit,  and  not  leave  its  intention  to  be  inferred 
by  implication. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  JNO.  BRANCH. 

Hon.  Michael  Hoffman,  Chairman  of  Naval  Committee,  House  of  Representatives. 
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Table  i<lwwing  the  amount  of  moneys  paid  for  lands  and  cidlivation  of  live  oak;  dr. 


1827. 

1828. 

1829. 

1830. 

Aggregate. 

Purchase  of  a  plantation  in  East  Florida  for  the  culture  of  life 

810,261  11 

$10,261  11 

Expenditures  in  preparing  and  cultivating  the  plantation,  and 

S5,081  64 

7,110  52 
425' 00 

S4,3S3  38 
433  98 

Salaries  of  the  agents  for  examining  and  surveying  the  live  oak 
lands  in  Louisiana,  Florida,  &c.,  including  their  per  diem 

S2,U7  63 

4,952  14 
300  00 

14,644  27 
725  00 

Salary  of  the  agent  in  protecting  the  live  oak  on  the  public  lands 

S2,U7  03 

S15,513  25 

812,017  16 

S4,S17  36 

S35,095  40 

Sir-  In 

Ml    IJt.tk.,. 

helWM^ll    1)( 

%Nhetl!Ci  (.1  1 

have  not  b< 

then  pa\  ui'  i 

tiou  iii;ht  1h 

euW,,ha^(   1 

on  tlie  niip> 

statc'^  that  1 

emliKiLe  tin 

28^^tst,  ant 

fi actional  b> 

,  ti    imuli,.  . 


(4fmi  \l  L\Nn  Onnr    r<I>iuan/  4,  1831 

I    ,  t    t  I     21    '    lilt '   -  1       1   1<  tlM    fiom 

II  n    11  II     II      1     1       1-     II  I      l>  >-     -^.nnd, 

^        1  I  ,  h     I     II    1-,    II    I    1    1         II    u>  this  nffite 

I  .  pi(>ein[.ti(in  lights,    is  they 

I   "1  allahassec  as  lia\  ing  made 

(0  of  payment  foi  a  pie-emp- 


I  , 


,  I). 


i<l   1!///// 


.  s   uth     I  1  mge 

.  I  ill     (   thiee 

ipi.i.IuiiKdfor 


111  |iiii^  as  to  what  pait,  if  any,  of  these  lands  have  been  leseived  from  sale,  I  beg 

t  <  ih     lupy  ot  thi'  kttei  to  the  land  officeis  at  Tallahassee,  dated  23d  Octobei  last, 

11  i\ .   1  1    11  n  s  iM  d  1  ^  dm  (  ti  .11  of  the  Piesident  of  the  United  States  on  the 

I    ii\    I    t    till    _   11   1    1   |i    M\     I  the  lands,  I  have  to  remark  that  the  following 
s   is(  (  it  am  <\  li    11  lb     h  sLi,pu\e  notes,  viz:  second  and  thud  rate  land,  tim- 
i_ii   111,  and  bocch,  bOine  live  oak,  some  paits  swamp  land 
\i  111  .1  to  be,  veiy  le&pectfully,  your  obedient  seivant, 

ELUm  HAYWARD 
vxcH,  Hecretari/  of  the  Navy. 


C. 


General  Land  Office,  October  23,  1830. 
Gentlemen:  Agreeably  to  the  instructions  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  you  are  hereby 
requested  to  reserve  from  s   ' '       "  '      "     "      •     •     "      ■•       '  ■  '  i.-.-^i  ^ 


nd^ 


3  the  following  lots  of  land,  situate  in  fractional  townships 
■St.  and  north  of  Stfi..  Rnsa  Snimd: 


tnber  three  of 


In  ^r. 


Fiac 


■r  i,  contain 
,  102  acres. 
,159  acres. 


Fraction  iiiiiiilnT  2.  mu  tli 
Fraction  iiiiiiiIht  :;,  -n  tli 
Thereserviiii.ni  ,,!' ilir  lur 
for  naval  purposes. 

You  are  requested  to  report  to  this  office  on  receipt  hereof. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant. 
To  the  Register  and  Receiver,  Tallahassee,  Florida. 


consequence  of  their  containing  timber  v 


ELIJAH  HAYWARD. 
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Schedule  of  lands  reserved  in  Louisiana. 

NAVY  commissioners'   ISLANDS. 

The  Navy  Commissioners'  Islands,  situated  in  Lake  Chctimaclics,  aic  the  property  of  the  United 
States,  supposed  to  contain  900  or  1,000  acres;  800  acres  are  cstimaliil  In  i)r()duce  three  good  live  oak 
trees,  from  three  to  five  feet  in  diameter,  per  acre,  may  be  more;  tlicy  aic  easy  of  access,  and  the  timber 
may  either  be  transported  by  Reed's  creek,  down  the  Teche  and  Atchaialaya,  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  by 
Point  au  Fer,  where  vessels  must  lay  at  a  ^.istance  of  twelve  miles  oft",  in  the  open  sea,  to  receive  it,  or, 
by  clearing  the  rafts  on  Bayou  Sorel,  op'fen  a  communication  to  the  Mississippi,  which  can  be  done  by  20 
men  in  a  week,  with  ease,  and  which  is  undoubtedly  the  best  route. 


3  ISLAND. 

Cypress  Island,  and  the  group  of  six  islands  contiguous  to  it,  with  the  exception  of  islands  three  and 
four,  which  is  a  continued  forest  of  cypress,  contains  a  large  quantity  of  fine  live  oak,  fit  to  cut,  from  three 
to  eight,  and  some  trees  nine  feet  in  diameter,  besides  a  growth  of  fine  young  timber  of  different  dimen- 
sions. This  group  may  contain  near  18,000  acres,  and  14,000  of  which  produce  live  oak;  and,  if  we  cal- 
culate that  they  produce  between  two  and  three  trees  per  acre  only,  in  order  to  prevent  the  possibility  of 
disappointing  the  expectations  of  government,  we  may,  with  propriety,  assert  they  contain  35,000  live 
oaks  trees  fit  for  every  naval  purpose.  Those  islands  are  easy  of  access,  have  a  suflicient  draught  of 
water  in  their  bayous  or  watercourses,  and  present  an  excellent  situation  for  a  yard  to  mould  the  timber  at 
before  it  is  transported  to  the  different  naval  depots,  where  it  may  be  required  for  immediate  use.  The 
transportation  of  timber  from  this  group  of  islands  must  be  effected  by  the  same  route  and  conveyance  as 
the  timber  from  the  Navy  Commissioners',  already  described. 


Washington  City,  December  24,  1830. 

Sir:  Having  had  occasion,  during  the  summer,  to  go  on  to  a  part  of  the  sea  coast  of  Louisiana,  west 
of  the  Mississippi,  where  the  live  oak  grows,  I  do  myself  the  pleasure,  in  compliance  with  a  suggestion 
from  you,  to  state  the  result  of  my  limited  observation  and  inadequate  information,  as  to  the  condition  of 
that  valuable  timber  in  that  region. 

From  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  to  La  Fourche,  I  have  not  traveled;  but,  from  conversations  with 
persons  who  have,  I  am  induced  to  believe  that  some  of  the  finest  oak  forests  there,  such  as  the  Chenine 
Cominada,  Grande  Terre,  &c.,  have  been  very  much  thinned  or  destroyed,  either  by  contractors  for  ship 
timber  or  by  cultivators  of  the  soil,  though  still,  on  several  of  the  bayous  or  streams  emptying  into  the 
gulf,  in  that  region,  which  is  called  Barrataria,  there  yet  remains  a  good  deal  of  oak,  partly  on  lands  of 
individuals,  partly  on  lands  belonging  to  the  government.  On  the  bayou  or  river  La  Fourche,  which  I 
have  descended  to  its  mouth,  the  quantity  of  the  live  oak  is  not  so  great  as  to  be  deemed  an  object  of 
primary  importance. 

About  seventy  miles  west  from  La  Fourche,  the  Grand  Caillon  flows  into  the  gulf  This  stream  is 
accessible  to  sea  vessels,  having  eight  or  ten  feet  water  at  the  bar.  The  coast,  in  its  whole  extent,  is 
begirt  by  a  sea  marsh  ten  or  twelve  miles  wide.  As  you  ascend  the  Grand  Caillon  from  the  sea,  you  soon 
find  it  skirted  on  each  side  by  a  narrow  strip  of  land,  composed  partly  of  shells,  and  elevated  above  the 
adjacent  marsh.  Here  the  live  oak  makes  its  appearance;  at  first  stunted  and  sparse,  they  soon  get  to 
be  numerous  and  majestic  in  size,  forming  a  beautiful  ever-verdant  fringe  along  both  margins  of  the 
stream,  and  stretching  their  strong  and  crooked  arms  over  the  water.  Ascending  still,  you  traverse  six 
or  eight  miles  of  country  presenting  no  remarkable  feature,  save  the  continuous  growth  of  live  oak  along 
the  shores,  with  extensive  prairies  beyond,  over  which  the  flood  tide  flows.  Here  the  land  is,  beyond 
doubt,  vacant.  The  terra  firma  is  too  narrow  (not,  perhaps,  averaging  an  acre  in  width)  to  have  ofl'ered 
an  inducement  to  the  speculator,  or  the  settler,  during  the  Spanish  government  or  since. 

As  you  progress  still  further  up  the  marginal  strip  of  high  land  or  wooded  coast,  you  find  a  width  of 
three,  four  or  six  acres,  increasing  as  you  advance  inland.  All  along  here  live  oak  of  the  grandest  size 
continues  to  abound,  though  here  individual  locations  commence,  and  in  some  places  those  primeval  lords 
of  the  forest  have  fallen  beneath  the  stroke  of  the  axe. 

In  the  same  vicinity  are  several  other  bayous  or  streamlets,  such  as  the  Little  Caillon,  the  Terreborne, 
&c.,  which,  arising  in  the  interior,  find  their  way  to  the  sea,  some  to  the  east,  and  some  to  the  west  of 
the  Grand  Caillon.  These,  I  have  been  credibly  infoi'med,  are  similar  in  their  characteristics  to  the  Grand 
Caillon,  viz:  that,  for  many  miles  before  they  disembogue,  they  run  through  narrow  strips  of  land  covered 
with  live  oak  of  the  largest  growth. 

The  region  of  which  I  have  spoken  is  between  the  La  Fourche  and  the  Atchafalaya,  or  Berwick's  Bay. 
Beyond  this,  and  westward  to  the  confines  of  Texas,  reports  of  travelers  and  the  indications  f)n  maps 
create  a  belief  of  the  existence  along  the  coast  of  several  extensive  groves  of  the  timber  in  question. 

These  hints,  which  can  have  no  pretension  to  accuracy  of  description,  are  but  desigbed  to  impart 
some  faint  notion  of  that  part  of  the  country,  as  connected  with  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  E.  D.  WHITE. 

Hon.  J.  Branch,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


G- 

DisTuicT  OF  South  Florida. 
Sir:  From  observations  which  I  have  myself  made,  and  from  the  representations  of  others,  I  have 
to  represent,  for  the  information  of  your  Department,  that  there  is  in  this  district,  and  particularly  in  the 
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country  immediately  (say  twenty  miles)  beyond  Cape  Florida,  a  great  quantity  of.  live  oak.  I  considered 
it  my  duty,  sir,  to  state  this  fact.  All  proper  measures  are  respectfully  subuiitted  to  the  wisdom  of  the 
Department. 

With  high  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  CHANDLER,  U.  S.  Attorney. 
Hon.  JoHx  Branch,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,    Washington. 


House  of  Representatives,  February  24,  1831. 

Sir:  I  ask  leave  to  lay  before  your  committee  an  original  letter  from  William  Darby,  author  of  the 
map  and  sketches  of  Louisiana,  containing  iiitf^rc^ting  iiif  u-matii>n  as  to  thi>  quantity  uf  live  oak  on  the 
coast  betw^eeu  the  Sabine  and  Mississippi,  mi  i^d  A.  1  aN  >  lav  lirfcr,'  t!i>'ia  aiMtii  r  Ictier  of  ^Villiam 
D.  Acken,  relating  to  the  quantity  of  the  Haim'  nailMr  <,u  il..'  <Mutlaiii  Ailaijii,-  rwasi,  and  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  These  letters  cintaiii  \\\r\<.  ,,r  iaiii  )itaia;e  to  the-  iiuMic,  and  may  be  neces- 
sary to  the  future  legislation  of  Con.-ivs-;:  th-  la^i  bit.r  is  mark.'d  V,. 

I  also  enclose  an  original  letter,  luaiia'il  i',  Ciiiitainiim'  llie  I'stimate  of  a  ship  carpenter  and  navy 
agent  for  many  years,  of  the  value  ol'  li\e  lal;  rejieii.Ml  l,y  ('  lannodore  Rodgers  to  be  on  the  lands  pur- 
chased by  the'l^nited  States  near  the  Navy  yard  at  reiisaV..!,!. 

As  an  act  of  justice  to  the  individuals  who  snld  thi'  lamls  to  the  United  >taie>:,  and  as  one  person 
has  made  an  unfavorable  representation  of  its  value,  I  ask  that  the  letter  oi  ! 'ouiiiioilMie  Warrington, 
stating  his  opinion,  and  that  of  Uunmodore  Bainbridue,  botli  ul  ^vlioiu  are  well  aeijuainted  with  the  situa- 
tion, qualities,  and  valm.'  of  the  land,  may  be  sulniiitted  to  and  considered  by  the  committee,  and  that  of 
Commodore  Ridgely,  on  the  ^ame  pa]ier,  maiked  1>. 

I  take  leave  also  ',,,  r,.],  r  to  the  loiter  of  William  M,  M'Carty,  now  a  senator  of  Virginia,  on  the  same 
subject,  marked  E,  and  a  letter  lVo.,i  i;,,lMat  (A  Brent,  late  of  the  United  States  army,  on  the  same  sub- 
ject, markeil  V.  I  ]inii>os,.iy  loilKai'  all  remark  on  this  subject,  and  cannot  doubt  that,  as  I  know  the 
committee  have  no  other  ol,j,.ci  tli.m  to  present  a  correct  view  of  the  subject,  they  will  see  the  evident 
propriety  of  adiling  tlii'Se  doenini'nts  to  the  report.  The  originals  of  the  copies  now  enclosed  will  be 
delivered  to  the  nonorable  chairman. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  j'our  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  WHITE,  Delegate  for  Florida. 

Hon.  ilicHAEL  Hoffman,  Chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee. 


Sandy  Spring,  Montgomery  County,  Md ,  December  29,  1830. 

Sip.:  TIt  njh  T  h  ^  n  t  tin  honoi  to  be  peisonally  known  to  you,  T  have  been  induced,  by  some  cir- 
cumstances in  w'lii  li  ^  111  1  di  1  lUv  concerned,  to  tumble  jou  with  the  enclosed,  the  puip(nt  of  which 
will,  I  hop,     pi,  el.x   lis     t   1  th     l.b,Mt\  Ihuetak,  n 

In  the  Nation  d  Int<lli_  m  ,  i  .1  tl.<  Utli  iiist  ,nt  I  Ktd  lli,  i,)!  it  of  the  '^ecretaiy  of  the  Navy, 
but  was  subsequenth,  ui  1  in  i  piila  il  ii  m  iiin  i  i  ill  1  I  i  t'l  i*^  d  iiiii  lit  \>^  leading  in  the  same 
journal  of  the  18th  mhu  oU,  i\  im  uis  ,  u  th  jit  1  tli,  m  n  \  \>\  it  i  1  it  lu  to  the  live  oak  timber. 
Turning  to  the  paia_  ijili  1  ,  _iiiiin)_;  ihus,  '  Mulh  d  t>  ii>n-id<  ltd  tJud  tin,  tnnbei  c  the  nataial  product  of 
the  coast  of  the  Um/id  ^f  it  ^  hum  the  St  Ilary's  to  the  Sabine,"  &c  ,  I  must  confess  the  le-reading 
excited  increased  a-o  nisliini  ut 

Peisonal  intci,  si  m  this  ,  ,se  I  have  none,  diiect  or  indiicct;  nor  have  I  the  wish  to  intrude  into  con- 
cerns extia  to  my  own  atiaiib,  CNcept  in  extraordmary  instances,  among  which,  in  my  humble  opinion, 
this  is  one,  wdiere  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  has  a  right,  if  it  is  not  his  duty,  to  give  voluntary 
evidence 

In  October,  I'^l^  a  -  'unirrl  by  thiee  hired  men  I  nndeitook,  at  mv  own  risk  and  expense,  a  sur- 
^eyof  the  south^\  t   t'l      I  nit,  d   ^t  it   s    ii   ,iil(i    to  complete   m_>    map   of  Louisiana. 

Before  leaving  St    1  •'        us  i-   ,  n   tin-   siii\    \    I    h  i  1  Msited  the  Mf^sissippi   as  low  as  New 

Oilcans,  ami  the  1   i  i  1  i\       1.  ,  Ik     \  ,  innlli   n    iiid  those  of  Meimentau,  as  low  down  as  the 

head  of  its     i  '      i        i    h  fmnd   li%e   oak,  towards  the   interior  admixed  with  other 

timiiei  tu  !'i  detachtd  clumps. 

Of  th    I  I  1  I       (   ilcasiu  and  Sabine.  I  had  received  conflicting  accounts;  some 

asseitinj,  its  _,  .  ^  lIi  ,iii  m  s,  i,\,is  \Miil>t  othcis  denied  the  fact  I  had  nevei  act'ually  visited  the 
mouth  ot  Meimentau,  but  all  who  had  done  so  aqieed  that  on  thit  iivei,  l,elow  and  contiL^uoiis  to  the 
great  lake,  Ine  oak  abonndc  d-  abo\e  the  lake  I  knew  its  existence  fiom  peisonal  obseivatioii 

'    "   '   ■■    ^t   Landu    b^   w  a;\  of  Natchitociies,   leaeh,  li   th,'  ^  ibine  ^^ here  that  river  is 

;  di  _       A\  ith  da    lid  ot   a  common  choi  piii_      \.     mil  fiie  avo  constructed  a 

I    ilii    ^   I'liii    1  1    III  In, ban  village,  m  la  i,     I    1,  It  iii\  canoe  and  puichased  a 

n,_   1    l.l.wutlii   -s,!,, He  to  its  mouth,  il  n.,  tut  i  .ast  ot  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 

e  to  ihat  ul  the  Laloabiu,  and  up  the  lattei  and  lakes  to  the  lowest  settlement 

then  on  its  banks 

For  subsistence  we  depended  solely  on  a  rifle  and  fishing  tackle.  On  the  Sabine,  the  great  interior 
forest  ceases  upwards  of  forty  miles  above  the  mouth.  Scattering  lines  and  clumps  of  trees  are  seen  a 
few  miles  lower  down,  but  with  the  head  of  the  Great  Sabine  lake,  and  the  influx  of  Natches  river,  all 
timber  ceases,  and  from  thence  to  the  coast,  about  thirty  miles,  is  one  vast  plain  of  grass,  but  little 
elevated  above  the  level  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  The  natural  features  of  the  Calcasiu  are,  in  a  very 
remarkable  manner,  similar  to  those  on  the  Sabine,  except  that  the  Great  lake,  and  the  distance  from  the 
coast  to  the  forest  is  more  extensive  on  the  former. 

We  arrived  on  the  Lower  Sabine  iu  the  latter  part  of  December,  and  already  the  deciduous  trees 
were  denuded  of  their  leaves,  leaving  the  pines,  cypress,  and  live  oak,  conspicuous  objects  where  they 


Thus  1 

instmctcl,  I   \<  It 

inteisect,  ,1 

11     N    1  ititii  li    . 

canoe,  m  ' 

*\llU   11    W         <\           M 

puoque 
fiom  the  ni 

luuth  oi  the  .-sabii 

N  A  V  A  L    A  F  F  A  I  R  S  .  [No.  450. 


piespiit'd  th"mschos  Of  the  live  oak,  not  one  stem  was  ^een  b-y  cither  of  the  party,  and  it  was  sought 
toi  ^\lth  f  .a<  I  t\.^  Tiie  wo'ithei,  though  in  so  hjw  a  1  ilitnlf  ^\  is  Lold  disius'siiul^  U  %\  is  deai 
AMlld^     mil  h   sii,       Om  situation  became  so  veiy  luij  l(  is  mt    u  il    1 

I  )  jiiiK  (I  Ihf  1  il<  iition  to  pass  the  Calcasiu  and  cnt(     lln    \l   iim 

I  w  1-.  K  ([11  I  iiti  d  \Mth  the  people,  but  we  wete  d       im  1  I  \    m  m  I  s 

east  (.1   th.    11   iiih  (  f  ihi    -.ibm      ^\  Im  li  \\e  mistook  toi  the     i   lUli     i   <  i       nl\\li(u%\^   didaLtuilly 

reaihtht    .i    1   i  (  I   ili  il  i  \ .  i    w       in   i    d    thinking  oursehi  s  m  ili     M  ni  m 

IJK  t  1st  \\  1  111!  I  I  iiid  I  I  1  sli<  11  bai,  as  bmooth,  md  ili  i  s,  is  ni  <i  nid  unbroken  as  an  aiti- 
fici  Ui  iM-1  \s  ilk  W  Ik  ic  the  m  Lit,  tutei,  then  mouthb  aiL  .1111  \  iil  iHu  Tiie  < .,  ist  i .  stnni,  d 
with  dthi  i^   disdiaiged  ti urn  the  Mibbis»ippi,  and  by  the  uuuciits   \      \        \       ^\  ml    i     1  l 

shuns      But  tioin  the  head  of  the  gi eat  lake  of  Sabine  to  the  siiik   i  uI     1   I'm      I  (  i 

any  dcsLiiptimi    glows  whicii   is  \isible  fioni  tht   shoies  and   (     i^l       x     |  i     t    Iw  n  I  / 

01  fir  (a,  oi  h.nicy  locust,  and  1h  u  ill  M  M  sin  ill    md  d(  t  Kill  d  (luiiii  s      j     u\         1,       i      i  i  t  m  s  s 

and  the  coast,  we  suffeu  d  mti  i  s,  |\  h  m  ihi  t  Id  lU  im  i  ax  .1  1  i  In  I  mI  a\Ii(  i  ^\(  hu  dly 
reached  the  foiests  on  Cik  isiu    ^\(    I    mil/    i>  >      In,     1  Iim    i   i\       >  li      lU   i  I    ii       M    ,    msl  excited 

extiiini  snipiise  ind  it  \\  is  still  <  ui  upiinun  a\  a\  i  iii  M  iii  it  in  I  ill  \\  i  u  iiii\  d  il  \(  the  hkc, 
I  h  mil  iin  nil  t  ik.  1  \  lint  Im  liiiq  a  countiy  I  hid  msiH  d  M  n  i  1  li  m  hk  i  tm_  n  Imm  iii  liihita- 
tioii  I  111  sliU  1  iitlii  1  11  lid  11  in-appeaiance  ol  (  itlii  1  ii\i  i  ik  (  i  lli  it  ,  .  n  s  ,  (  h  m  i  ps  ealled 
111  L  .m   1  111  1  piliiH  ltd   1)  illi  I  1  A\hich  I  knew  existed  un  Mi  iim  nt  v\ 

I  h  iM  iiKiitmned  the  fmegomg  cucumstances,  ^iith  a  mcw  to  sliow  the  in  nis  i  1  tl  i  nigcnt 
niotnes  w huh  would  have  diawn  oui  attention  to  a  single  live  oak  tree,  had  sni  li  11  n  n  m  'k  niclan- 
tliiih  AX  ist(      till  le  IS,  theiefoie,  to  my  knowlc^dge,  none  of  that  timber  m  the  [  i  n    1  i      \m  stwaid 

fi 0111  till   Ml  mil  lit  111      The  highest  point -west  of  the  Mississippi  ini  1    whfu   it  t  i  e   is  at 

till   heal  (11    till   ^11  it  pi  line  of  Attacapas,  between  the  1   i  ii       i  Minmll    n  i  uliaily 

btukiii,    itlluii    liiliw  the  influx  of  the  Fusilier  into  the 'i  i  Ik     iisist.ll.i     si  Ik  sized 

tiiiest  ti(  i  .whilst   iboM   that  cieek  at  the  distance  of  halt  a  null    \  h  i     tin   w      Is  i  noitli- 

A\est  wind,  it  lb  unknown  Again,  at  thiee  oi  four  milts  w  stw  ml  i  m  tlu  s  uue  pi  mt,  when  tin  winds 
fioin  the  gieat  Opelousas  plains  have  free  access,  theic  is  m  m  ni  Iim  oik  V  line  di  iwn  fiom  the 
lunctuie  of  the  Fnsiliei  and  Teclie  to  that  of  the  Plaqueiniii  Jhuki  mdBt-snu  Cuie,  and  tlunc-'with 
the  woods  of  Mciim  id  m  wi  idd  iiuliili  t  the  i  istw  iid  ill  m  neaih  all  the  li\e  oak  tices  wlneh  exist 
in  that  legion,  ami  1  im  m 'u  1  I  I  li  \  liitli  i  th  it  si.cli  a  line  would  also  inclnde  to  the  eastwaid 
all  the  spate  onwni  1  tlin  t.  (  w  nil  m  i  t  ili  il  p'  iit(  d  On  the  wateis  of  Mtimcntau,  as  fai  at.  I 
have  examined  thtin,  ihe  list  o  iks  aie  et  sm  ill  ^luwth 

With  more  or  less  of  detail,  I  have  visited  all  the  other  iiveis  of  Louisiana,  Mississijipi  n  d  \nl>  mi  i, 
fiom  Meimentau  to  Mobile  Bay  Below  north  latitude  30|°,  geneially,  live  oali  is  found  uii  t'n  stn  mis, 
the  tiee  itself  incieasmg  in  size  as  you  advance  southwaid  towaids  the  gulf  But,  in  fat  t  IiihIk  i  i  t  my 
kind  near  the  gulf  shore,  westward  from  the  Eigolets  or  mouth  of  Pearl  river  is  rare;  and  long  intervals, 
such  as  I  have  noticed,  exist,  where  not  a  bush  breaks  the  monotony  of  the  dreary  landscape.  Eastward  of 
the  Eigolets,  the  pine  forests  reach  the  coast,  and  live  oak  is  rare  and  of  small  size.  From  Mobile 
Bay,  eastward,  I  know  the  country  only  by  report. 

It  may  be  deemed  a  bold  assertion,  but  it  is  one  I  am  safe  in  making,  that  all  llie  live  oak  standing 
on  that  part  of  the  United  States,  westward  from  Mobile  Bay,  would  not  cover  live  wipiare  miles  with  the 
ordinary  density  of  a  forest.  Such  a  space,  allowing  l,bO0  square  feet  to  eae'h  tree,  would  admit 
139,372 — a  number  beyond  that  of  not  only  the  live  oaks,  but  of  every  tree,  great  and  small,  near  the 
coast  of  Louisiana.  In  reality,  if  I  were  to  erase  five  and  set  down  two,  I  would  probably  be  much 
nearer  the  truth. 

It  is  a  tree,  also,  which  contrary  to  common  opinion,  demands  a  dry,  rich  soil;  and  even  wlien  fomid 
apparently  in  marshes,  the  spots  occupied  by  this  timber  are  solid  land.  In  most  places  in  l.diiisiaiia 
where  I  have  seen  it  growing,  the  soil  was  extremely  fertile,  and,  of  consequence,  the  tree  in  iMjiid  [nn- 
gress  of  destruction  from  clearing  the  land. 

With  an  apology  for  the  length  of  this  sheet,  I  beg  leave  to  remit  it  to  your  hands.  Vmi  (■■.•^^  nniko 
such  use  of  its  contents,  as  in  your  opinion  they  deserve.  As  to  their  accuracy,  I  wmikl  verv  ukully 
have  the  United  States  bound  to  remunerate  me  for  the  survey  of  the  Sabine,  conditinned  on  the  enrreet- 
ness  of  the  enclosed  statement  being  confirmed  on  resurvey  by  their  own  engineers,  and  forfeit  all  claim 
to  veracity  if  it  was  not. 

With  sentiments  of  esteem,  I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  WILLIAM  DARBY. 


B. 

WASHixeiTox,  January  12,  1831. 
Sir:  The  late  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  growth  and  arlilieial  eiillme  ni'  tlie  live 
is  so  extraordinary,  that  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  address  to  you  a  few  ieiiiarl-;s,  ;is  onf  wlio  im 
stands  and  takes  a  deep  interest  in  a  subject  so  important  to  the  nation.     It  will  be  projier  to  iircniisc  t 
in  the  year  1816,  I  received  from  the  Board  of  Navy  Commissioners  the  appoiiitnimi  of  siiperinlem 
for  cutting  and  moulding  live  oak  timber  in  East  Florida,      '         " "         '      ' 
course  of  this  time,  it  became  necessary  for  me  to  examine 
the  southern  parts  of  Georgia.     In  1825,  I  was  appointed  ti 
of  the  country,  and  commenced  my  examination  at  Winyaw 
proceeded  in  the  islands  and  other  places  where  it  avus  snop 
the  expense  of  having  it  cut,  and  closed  my  exaniiieiliou  on 
was  again  employed  to  proceed  to  Mobile,  in  Alabama,  to  snj 

on  a  contract,  which  rendered  it  necessary  for  me  to  ascertain,  as  aeein-atcly  as  |i,.ssiMc,  the  .piantily  i^t  tim- 
ber in  that  quarter,  along  the  Gi,df  of  Mexico.  I  was  again  appoinleu,  in  1  h^ils,  a;;enl  i'.n-  the'  piescix  aiion  of 
live  oak  timber  in  Florida,  where  I  continued  till  June,  1829.  From  my  expei-ieiiee.  therelorc,  .-11111  per- 
sonal observation,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  your  remark,  made  recently  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, on  this  subject,  is  entirely  correct,  viz:   "that  the  live  oak  is  sparsely  scattered  at  most 
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remote  distances,  and  in  small  bodies, 
common  and  destructive,  kept  out  of  the 
India  squadron." 

On  my  arrival  in  Florida:,  in  1816, 
and  best  hammocks  destroyed  by  what 


If  artificial  culture  be  not  resorted  to,  and  the  fires,  which  are 
•eservations,  there  will  not  be  enough  in  fifty  years  to  build  a  West 
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you,  sir,  that  this  is  the  worst  plan  that  could  have  be 
destruction  of  all  that  remains  of  that  valuable  material 
vessels. 

I  regret  to  say  thnt  iF  tip's  tv.-o  l„.  „ot  mitivnt,.,!  i 
prodtiction,  it  will  v  ■:  y      ■        I' 
of  things  in  a  nati  '.    '    ,     i  ,: 

I  have  tlio  n-:,!".-  i  -  '•.■.  \         .     ,  .        .,  < 

To  the  Hon.  J.  il.  White,  Dclegale  from  Florida. 


':.  ::■:■■■.  ',\-!io  colli.]  not  detain 
il:'y  :i-.\.'  '-■  i  n  I,  111"  to  proriirc.  1  assure 
■en  conceived,  and  will,  it  continued,  lead  to  the 
1,  so  essential  to  the  construction  of  our  armed 

n  those  lands  so  well  adapted  by  nature  for  its 
;r  country;  and  the  consequence  of  such  a  state 

'oedient  servant, 

W.  D.  ACKEN 
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First.  113  trees,  to  average  80  feet,  will  make  13,840  cubic  feet,  at  $1.12i  per  foot §15,570 

Cutting  timber  and  clearing  roads,  at  12^  cents $1,730  00 

Hauling,  not  to  exceed  one-fourth  mile,  at  3i  cents 484  40 

Transportation  by  water  four  miles,  at  4  cents 553  60 

2,768 

612,802 

Second.   117  trees,  to  average  SO  feet,  will  make  9,360  cubic  feet,  at  $1.121 $10,530 

Gutting  timber  and  clearing  roads,  at  12^  cents $1,170  00 

Transportation  by  water  four  miles,  at  4  cents 374  40 

Hauling,  not  to  exceed  one-fourth  mile,  at  3^  cents 327  60 

■ 1,872 


$8,658 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  I).  ACKEN. 
Hon.  Joseph  M.  White,  Delegate  from  Florida. 


Philadelphia,  January  29,  1831. 
Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  14th  has  been  received,  and  I  must  ask  your  forbearance  for  the  delay 
in  answering  it.     I  have,  as  you  desired,  shown  it  to  Commodore  Bainbridge,  and  am  authorized  by 
him  to  say  tiiat  he  considers  the  price  mentioned  (say  from  $2  to  $2.50)  as  a  fair  one  for  the  land  sold 
by  Judge  Breckenridge,  considering  its  situation,  improvements,  and  growth  of  timber. 

In  this  opinion  I  concur.     We  are  busily  engaged  in  the  trial  of  Commodore  Creighton,  and  expect 
to  be  employed  in  it  for  the  next  ten  or  twelve  days. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant,  L.  AYAREINGTOX. 

The  Hon.  Joseph  M.  White,  House  of  Representatives  of  the  U.  S. 


Washington  City,  July  1,  1829. 
De.ar  Sir:  As  some  unfavorable  representations  have  been  made  respecting  the  lands  at  Deer  Point 
which  have  been  sold  to  the  government  for  the  purpose  of  cultivating  the  live  oak,  you  will  confer  a 
favor  on  me  by  answering  the  following  queries: 

1.  Does  the  point  appear  to  abound  in  live  oak  of  a  young,  thrifty  growth?  and  is  it,  in  your  opinion, 
worthy  the  attention  of  the  government? 

2.  Does  it  appear  adapted  to  the  purpose  proposed,  of  forming  a  live  oak  plantation,  principally  by 
nursing  the  natural  growth,  as  well  as  transplanting? 

3.  Is  it,  in  your  opinion,  an  extravagant  purchase  on  the  part  of  the  government,  at  two  dollars  an 
acre,  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the  live  oak? 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant,  II.  M.  BRECKENPJDGE. 

Wm.  M.  M'Carty,  Esq. 


Washington,  July  2,  1829. 

Dear  Sir:  As  far  as  my  information  extends,  it  will  give  mo  pleasure  to  reply  to  your  inquiries 
relative  to  the  live  oak  on  Deer  Point.  In  November  last,  I  was  on  a  tract  of  land  sold  in  part  by  your- 
self to  the  government,  but  I  did  not  examine  it  accuratel3^  The  hammocks  of  live  oak  appeared,  how- 
ever, to  be  extensive,  and  the  growth  thrifty,  and  the  soil  is,  no  doubt,  adapted  to  the  production  of  this 
particular  timber,  which  might  be  transplanted  to  advantage.  The  preservation  and  encouragement  of 
this  growth  at  a  point  so  convenient  to  the  navy  yard  on  that  coast,  is  doubtless  an  object  well  worthy 
the  attention  of  the  government;  and  the  price  of  two  dollars  per  acre,  at  which  you  informed  me  it  was 
obtained,  is  certainly  not  above  its  value. 

Very  respectfully,  yours,  WM.  M.  M'CARTY. 

Hon.  H.  M.  Breckenridge. 


WAsni.vGTON,  January  14,  1831. 
Sir:  In  answer  to  your  note  inquiring  my  opinion  of  the  price  of  the  li'nd  Lotween  Sta.  Rosa  Sound 
and  Peusacola  Bay,  formerly  owned  by  Judge  Breckenridge  and  yourself,  mar  I'cnsacola,  I  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  expressing  my  opinion  that  it  is  worth  from  three  to  five  dollars  an  acre. 

I  am  your  most  obedient  servant,  E.  C.  BRENT. 
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Navy  Department,  February  5,  1831. 
Sir:  I  have  the  linimr,  in  cnniplianro  witli  the  request  contained  in  yimr  letter    if  llie  25th  ultimo,  to 
enclose  a  report  and  statement   fmni   the  Fourth  Auditor  of  tlie  Treasury,  uii.m  the  suLjeet  of  the  allow- 
ances and  pay  of  the  olHcers  of  the  marine  corps. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  JXO.   BRANCH. 

The  Hon.  Michael  Hoffmax,  Chairman  Commitlve  on  Naval  AJ-'airs,  H.  B. 


Treasury  Department,  Fourth  Auditor's  Office,  February  3,  1831. 
_  Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  request  made  in  your  letter  of  the  26th  ult.,  enclosing  a  letter  from  the 
chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee  in  th(^  House  of  Representatives,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  here- 
with, a   "tal.le  of  the   p;;v,    r.Uions.    and   nllowanee.  of  e:,ri,    ■sr:v\r    of  the   onie,.rs    of  the  marine  corps, 

In  the  dhferenee  helween    ih.'  amount    reeeived    hv  e.eh  ollieor  r  ihe'operation  of  the  resolution, 

and   the   amount  wliieh  wouhl    Im;    paid    to   liini    without    Us   appl  I'-aiiou,    may    he   found    the    monthly  and 

for  what  eau~e  or  servi.-e'ii  is  paid.  Ihit  it  is  impossihl,.  to  report  xd.at  amount  has  aetuallv  Immui  paid 
to  each  oflicT  or  each  -rad,',  l,e,-ause  tlie  accounts  of  tli.^  payiuaster  for  the  third  quarter  it'  last  year 
have  not  yet  been  rendered,  and  neither  those,  nor  the  accounts  of  the  quartermaster,  have  all  been 
settled. 

From  the  Second  Comptroller,  I  learn  that  the  amount  drawn  from  the  Treasury  in  pursuance  of  the 
resolution,  and  the  subsequent  appropriation,  is  $19,936.45.  There  is  no  room  to  doubt  that  it  has  been 
faithfully  applied. 

For  mm-e  minute  information  in  relation  to  the  main  object  of  inquiry,  I  refer  to  my  report,  dated 
May  28,  1829,  printed  as  document  107,  House  of  Representatives,  last  session  of  Congress;  also,  my 
report,  dated  28th  May,  1830,  printed  in  document  No.  121,  House  of  Representatives  particularlv 
table  D.  i  ,  f  y 

The  allowance  as  assistant  quartermaster  to  brevet  lieutenant  colonels  at  sea,  was  omitted  in  the 
former  table,  never  Iiavin.i;-  been  paiil;  but  it  is  now  inserted,  because  if  any  of  that  grade  were  ordered 
to  sea  they  would  lie  eons„lered  as.uititled  to  ii. 

The  nuuibi4-  of  rations  and  servants  allowed  the  adjutant  and  inspector,  as  exhibited  in  the  table 
now  sent,  is  based  upon  a  <leeision  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  1828,  which  was  deemed  to  be  legal- 
ized by  tlje  resolution  of  Congress. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  &c.,  AMOS  KENDALL. 

Hon.  John  Branch,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
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of  the  "  Constitution,"  at  Gibraltar. — Letter  from 684 

c. 

Calhoun,  J.  Edward,  lieutenant  United  States  navy. — Letter  from,  giving  the  result  of  his  experience 

as  to  the  fitness  of  cotton  for  sails  for  the  navy 362 

Call,  R.  K.,  and  wife. — Copy  of  a  deed  to  Joseph  M.  White  for  land  purchased  of  said  White 933 

Cannon,  Joseph  S.,  late  a  midshipman. — Report  of  a  committee  on  the  claim  of,  to  a  pension 896 

Canvas  and  cordage  for  the  navy. — Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  expediency  of 

erecting  establishments  for  the  manufacture  of 241,  242 

Result  of  experiments  to  test  the  fitness  of  cotton  for 301 

Letters  from  Warren  R.  Davis,  esq.,  and  others,  as  to  the  fitness  and  utility  of  cotton 

for 360 

Letters  from  Captain  Jesse  D.  Elliott  and  others  as  to  the  fitness  of  cotton  for 365,  771 

Captains  in  the  navy. — Register  of,  for  1828 93 

Memorial  of  masters  commandant  and,  for  increase  of  pay 239,  240 

Register  of,  for  1829 243 

Register  of,  for  1830 403 

Register  of,  for  1831 792 

Report  of  a  committee,  submitting  a  statement  of  assimilated  rank  of  officers  of  the 
army  and  navy,  and  recommending  an  increase  of  the  pay  of  master  commandants 

and 901 

Captains  in  the  marine  corps.— Register  of,  for  1828 118 

Register  of,  for  1829 270 

Register  of,  for  1880 432 

Register  of,  for  1831 819 

Caro,  Sebastian. — Copy  of  a  deed  to  Joseph  M.  White  for  land  in  Florida 937 

Carpenters  in  the  navy. — Register  of,  for  1828 117 

Register  of,  for  1829 269 

Register  of,  for  1830 430 

For  increase  of  their  compensation,  memorial  of 462 

Register  of,  for  1831 818 

Carroll,  Thomas  F.— (See  Thomas  F.  Cornell) 

Carroll,  Michael. — Report  of  a  committee  on  the  claim  of,  for  prize  money 178 

Carusi,  Gaetano. — Report  of  a  committee  on  the  claim  of 894 

Chandler,  Edward,  in  relation  to  the  quantity  of  live-oak  in  South  Florida. — Letter  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  from 954 

Chaplains  in  the  navy. — Register  of,  for  1828 104 

Register  of.  Tor  1829 255 

Register  of,  for  1830 415 

Register  of,  for  1831 .' 804 

Charges  and  specifications  prepared  against  Midshipman  Farnifold  Green. — List  of 438 

Charleston,  South  Carolina. — Estimate  of  the  pay  and  rations  of  officers  for  1828 70 

Same,  for  1829 226 

Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  as  to  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  navy 

yard  at 275 

Estimate  of  the  pay  and  rations  of  officer's  stationed  at,  for  1830 389 

Same,  for  1831 . . .'. 777,  784 

Charlestown,  Massachusetts. — Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  explanatory  estimates 

for  the  construction  of  a  naval  hospital  at 897 

Charlestown  and  Boston  navy  yard. — (See  Navy  yards.) 

Chauncey,  Commodore  /saac,  submitting  estimates  for  a  navy  hospital  to  be  built  at  New  York. — 

Letter  to  the  navy  commissioners  from 899 

"Cherub,"  American  brig. — Letter  from  Captain  Lawrence  Kearney  in  i-elation  to  the  robbery  of  the 

brig  by  pirates 177 

China  seas. — Summary  of  the  cruise  of  the  ship  Vincennes,  Wm.  B.  Finch  master,  in  the 759- 

Chloride  of  lime  as  a  health  agent. — Letter  from  Surgeon  George  S.  Sproston  on  the  use  of 761 

Clairborn,  Augustin,  executor. — (See  Captain  Angus  0.  Frazer.) 

Claxton,  Alexander,  master  commandant. — Letter  to  Commodore  Charles  G.  Ridgely  from 238 

For  indemnity  of  costs  in  prosecuting  a  libel  on  a  vessel  saved  from  shipwreck. — Report 

of  a  committee  on  the  claim  of 282 

Clerks. — A  comparative  view  of  the  number  and  salary  of,  in  the  different  decartments  of  the  gov- 
ernment   '. . 232,  391 

Coast  and  harbor  defence. — Report  of  a  committee  on  the  expediency  of  testing  Uriah  Brown's 

system  of 40,  201 

Colt,  John  H.,  in  relation  to  the  fitness  of  cotton  for  canvas,  cordage,  &c. — Letter  from 364 

"Columbus,"  74. — A  statement  of  the  cost  of  building  the 46- 
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Commerce  in  the  Medilerranean. — Measures  taken  by  the  English,  French,  and  Kussiau  for  the 

protection  of 139 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  recommending  that  additional  vessels  be  sent 

for  the  protection  of 175 

Commerce  at  the  Sandicich  Mands. — Letter  from   John  C.  Jones,  United  States  consul,  to  Captain 

Wm  B.  Finch,  in  relation  to  the  value  and  wants  of  American 760 

Commissioned  and  warrant  officers  of  the  navy. — Rules  adopted  for  the  selection  of 158 

Number  of,  and  where  appointed  from 161 

Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  in  relation  to  titles  to  lands  purchased  by  the  United 

States  from  Joseph  M.  Wliite. — Letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  from 948 

In  relation  to  pre-emption  rights  to  lands  on  Santa  Eosa  sound,  and  showing  wliat  lands 
on  that  sound  have  been  reserved  from  sale- — Letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 

from.  = ' 953 

Schedule  of  lands  reserved  in  Louisiana. — Letter  from  the 954 

Commissionei's  of  the  navy  pension  fund. — Accounts  of  the  treasurer  of  the,  January  1,  1827 12 

Accounts  of  the  treasurer  of  the,  January  1,  1828 173 

Accounts  of  the  treasurer  of  the,  January  1,   1829 325 

Accounts  of  the  treasurer  of  the,  January  1,  1825   323,  324 

Transmitting  a  list  of  naval  pensioners  to  January  1,  1830. — Report  from  the 499 

Transmitting  a  list  of  naval  pensioners  to  January  1,  1831. — Report  from  tiie 873 

Compensation  of  surgeons  and  assistant  surgeons  in  the  navy. — Report  of  tlie  Committee  on  Naval 

Affairs  concerning  the  duties  and 19 

Memorial  from  surgeons,  praying  an  increase  of  their 131 

Compensation  of  cirpenters,  gunners,  boaisicains,  sailing-masters,  and  sailmakers. — Memorial  of,  praying 

an  increase  of 462 

Compensation  of  pursers. — Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  relating  to  the  duties  and. .     491,  540 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  regulation  and  proper  distribution  of  the  contingent  expenses 

of  the  navy  and  Navy  Department. — Letters  from  the 916 

"  Concord,"  sloop-of-ivar. — A  statement  of  the  cost  of  building  the 367 

•    ConJdin,  William  H.,  in  relation  to  the  fitness  of  cotton,  for  sails,  &c. — Letter  from 364 

Connecticut. — List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  1827,  in  the  State  of 3 

List  of  widow  and  orphan  pensioners,  January  1,  1827,  in  the  State  of 9 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  1828,  in  the  State  of 164 

List  of  widow  and  orphan  pensioners,  January  1,  1828,  in  the  State  of 170 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  1829,  in  the  State  of 286 

List  of  widow  and  orphan  pensioners,  January  1,  1829,  in  the  State  of 292 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  1825,  in  the  State  of 328 

List  of  widow  and  orphan  pensioners,  January  1,  1825,  in  the  State  of 334 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  1831,  in  the  State  of 897 

"Constitution,"  United  States  ship,  while  on  a  cruise,  for  the  suppression  of  piracy. — Letter  from 

Captain  Patterson,  of  the 175 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  explanation  of  the  accounts  and  vouchers  of 

Purser  John  M.  Timberlake  and  Lieutenant  Robert  B.  Randolph,  acting  purser  of  the  654 
Constructors,  naval. — (See  Naval  constructors.) 

Contingent  expenses  of  the  navy  and  of  the  Navy  Department. — Report  of  a  committee  on  the  expe- 
diency of  certain  expenditures  from  the  appropriation  for  the 574 

Report  of  a  committee  on  the  proper  distribution  and  regulation  of  tiie 915 

ACCOMPANYING  PAPERS: 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 915 

Letters  from  Johu  Anderson,  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury 916 

Contingent  fund  6f  the  navy. — Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a  report 

from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  relation  to 873 

Contracts. — Letter  from  the  navy  commissioners  relating  to  expenditures  and 871 

Cordage  and  canvas  for  the  navy. — On  the  expediency  of  erecting  establishments  for  the  manufac- 
ture of. — Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 241,  242 

Result  of  experiments  to  test  the  comparative  fitness  of  cotton  and  hemp  for 301 

Cornicle,  James,  in  relation  to  the  correctness  of  a  sum  charged  to  him  on  the  books  of  Purser 

John  B.  Timberlake.— Letter  from 673 

Cornell,  Thomas  F.,  late  agent  for  the  examination  and  survey  of  West  Florida  lands,  in  relation  to 
the  value  of  the  lands  purchased  to  be  used  in  the  cultivation  of  live-oak,  and  the 
quantity  of  timber  growing  on  the  land  at  the  time  of  the  purchase.^-Letters  to 

the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  from 939,  944,  951 

Cornwall,  Joseph  S. — Testimony  of,  before  a  court-martial  for  the  trial  of  Midshipman  Farnifold  Green.  444 

Cotton  for  canvas  for  tlie  navy. — Result  of  experiments  to  test  the  comparative  fitness  of  hemp  and  301 

Letters  from  Warren  R.  Davis  and  others  as  to  the  fitness  of ,  360 

Letters  from  Commodore  Jesse  D.  Elliott  and  others  as  to  the  fitness  of 365,  771 

Court-martial  for  the  trial  of  Midshipman  Farnifold  Green — Memorial  of  Midshipman  Farnifold 
Green  for  restoration  to  his  rank  from  which  he  had  been  cashiered  by  the  sen- 
tence of  a 436 

Charges  and  specifications  against  Midshipman  Farnifold  Green  before  a 438 

Proceedings  before  a 439 

Testimony  of  Lieutenant  John  White,  United  States  navy 439,  443 

Testimony  of  Mark  Hale,  midshipman.  United  States  navy 440,  442 

Testimony  of  David  Trusty,  servant  of  Lieutenant  Wliite 441 

Testimony  of  John  L.  Spencer,  midshipman.  United  States  navy 441 

Testimony  of  Samuel  Penhallow,  midshipman,  United  States  navy 442 

Testimony  of  Charles  F.  Kiander,  private  of  marines 442 

Testimony  of  Francis  S.  Key 443 
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Court-martial  for  the  trial  of  ]\Iid^hipman  Farnifold  Green — Continued. 

Testiniiiiiy  cil'  Cror-c  \\'.  Palmer,  suro-eoii's  mate,  United  States  navy 443 

Testimony  nl'  .lusoph  S.  Cornwall,  late  of  the  United  States  navy 444 

Sentence  of  the •  •  •  •  445 

Defence  ol  Alidshiiinian  Creen 445 

Letter  from  the  Secretai  y  of  the  Navy  to  Captain  William  M.  Crane,  directing  the  taking 

of  certain  testiiiuiny , 450 

Depositions  of  certain  midshipmen,  hound  to  sea,  taken  with  the  consent  of  Midshipman 

Green ." 450 

Testimony  of  Joshua  II.  Justin,  midshipman.  United  States  navy 451 

Testimony  of  James  P.  McKinstry,  midshipman,  United  States  navy 452 

Testimony  of  William  F.  ITooo,  niidshipnian,  United  States  navy 452 

Interrogatories  to  be  propoiindi  i]  (,i  alisent  witnesses 453,  454 

Testimony  of  Joseph  Tufts,  ef  ( 'liarlestewn,  Massachusetts 453 

Testimony  of  Leonard  .M.  Parker,  nf  (.'harlestown,  Massachusetts 454 

Testimony  of  Dr.  Richard  Kennen,  Pnited  States  navy 454,  455,  456 

Interrogatories  to  be  [ireiieuinhd  to  witnesses  to  be  examined  in  support  of  charges 

preferred  by  Midshipman  ( ireen  against  Lieutenant  John  White 455 

Testimony  of  Dr.  Richard  Kennou  against  Lieutenant  White 455,  456 

Letter  from  the   Secretary  of  the   Navy  to  Midshipman  Green,  directing  him  to  report 

tiimself  for  trial  to  a 456 

Midshipman  Green's  answer  to  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 456 

Statement  made  by  Midshipman  A\'illiam  Ward  to  the  midshipmen  of  the  United  States 

shi)!  Intlepemienee  uf  the  currespoudence  between  Midshipman  F.  Green  and  Mid- 
shipman Mark  Hale 457 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Dr.   John  A.  Kearney,  charging  Midshipman  Green  with  having 

traduced  Captain  Crane 458 

Copies  of  letters  from  C.  W.  Apthorp  and  Joseph  Tufts,  relating  to  the  language  used 

by  Mr.  Green  towards  Captain  Crane 458,  459 

Court-marlial for  the  trial  of  Purser  William  P.  Zantzinger. — Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

with  extracts  from  the  proceedings  of  a 572 

Coxe,  Richard  S. — Opinion  of,  on  the  claim  of  the  ofiScers  and  crew  of  the  ketch  Intrepid  to  prize 

money 34 

Crane,  Captain  W.  31.,  detailing  the  cruise  of  the  "  Java." — Letter  from 235 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  directing  the  testimony  of  certain  midshipmen 

to  be  taken  by,  to  be  used  before  a  court-martial  for  the  trial  of  Midshipman  F. 

Green 450 

Midshipman  Farnifold  Green  charged  with  having  traduced  the  character  of 458,  459 

On  the  expediency  of  dispensing  with  marines  as  a  part  of  the  equipment  of  a  vessel- 

of-war. — Letter  from 562 

Creighton,  Captain  J.  0.,  on  the  expediency  of  dispensing  with  marines  as  a  part  of  the  armed 

equipment  of  a  vcssel-of-war. — Letter  from 567 

Curtis,  H.  S. — Letter  from,  as  to  the  fitness  of  cotton  for  sails 363 

D. 

Dallas,  Captain  Andrew  J.,  on  the  expediency  of  dispensing  with  marines  as  a  part  of  the  equip- 
ment of  a  vessel-of-war. — Letter  from 563 

Darby,  William,  in  relation  to  the  quantity  of  live-oak  timber  on  the  coast  of  the  United  States.— 

Let  ter  from 955 

Darrah,  Purser  Alexander  P.,  in  relation  to  the  accounts  of  Miles  King,  navy  agent.^Letter  from  607 
Dartmoor  2)rison. — Report  of  a  committee  on  the  claim  for  five  years'  half  pay  of  Abigail  Appleton, 

whose  husband  died  in 24,  140,  402 

Davis,  Samuel,  overseer  of  the  live-oak  plantation  at  Deer  Point,  showing  the  number  and  descrip- 
tion of  live-oaks,  and  the  amount  of  work  performed  from  January,  1829,  to  April 

18,  1830.~Rcports  Irom 928,  929,  930 

Davis,  Warren  R.,  as  to  the  fitness  and   utility  of  cotton  for  sails,  rigging,  &c. — Letter  from 360 

Deaths  in  the  navy. — List  of,  in  1827 56 

List  of,  in  1828 217 

List  of,  in  1829 394 

List  of,  in  1830 771 

Deaths  in  Savannah,  Georgia,  from  1822  to  1826.— Table  of 282 

Deblois,  Leuis,  late  a  purser  in  the  navy. — Opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  the  case  of  the  United 

States  vs.  Tliomas  Tingco,  surety  for 446 

Decatur,  3Irs.  Susan,  widow  of  Capluln   Nrplirii   Decatur,  and  others,  claiming  prize  money  for  the 
ofiicers    and    crew    of    the    ketch    "Intrepid." — Report    of    a    committee    on    the 

claim  of 25,  122,  178 

Proposed  distribution  of  jn-ize  money  to 29,  30,  31,  125,  126 

Remarks  of  W.  Jones  on  the  claim  of 32 

Opinion  of  Richard  S.  Coxe 34 

Deposition  of  Surgeon  Lewis  Heermann,  in  support  of  the  claim  of 459 

Copy  of  the  will  of  Captain  Stephen  Decatur 461 

Testimony  of  Robert  Thornton  in  support  of  the  claim  of 461 

Testimony  of  John  Smith,  seaman,  in  support  of  the  claim  of 461 

Deeds,  for  lands  in  Florida,  purchased  for  the  purpose  of  cultivating  and  i-earing  live-oak  timber  for 

the  navy.— From  Joseph  M.  White  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 932,  935,  939,  941 

From  H.  M.  Breckenridge  to  Joseph  M.  White ,.."..• 932,  933 

From  R.  K.  Call  and  wife  to  Joseph  M.  White-. 933 

From  Henry  Michelet  to  Joseph  M.  White 936 
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Deeds,  d-c. — Continued. 

From  Joaquin  Barela  to  Henry  Michelet 936 

From  Sebastian  Caro  to  Joseph  M.  White 937 

Deer  Point,  near  Pensacola,  Florida. — Reports  of  Samuel  Davis,  overseer,  of  the  number  and  descrip- 
tion of  live-oaks,  and  the  labor  performed  on  the  live-oak  plantation  at 928,  929,  930 

Decay  of  vessels  in  ordinary. — Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  showing  the  means  which  have 

been  adopted  to  prevent  the T70 

Deficiencies  in  naval  app-opriation  for  1 829. — Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navj^  with  estimates  of.  478 

DeKrafft,  F.  C,  late  a  midshipman,  of  the  brig  "  Syren." — Report  of  a  committee  on  the  claim  of, 

to  prize  money 178 

Delaware  bay,  in  relation  to  the  erection  of  a  breakwater  in.- — Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. .  210 

Delaicare. — List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  1 827,  in  the  State  of 6 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  1828,  in  the  State  of 168 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  1829,  in  the  State  of 289 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  1 825,  in  the  State  of 331 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  1830,  in  the  State  of 510 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  1831,  in  the  State  of 886 

Dennet's  island,  Maine. — Original  price  paid  for  the  site  of  the  navy  yard  at 40 

Disbursing  officers. — Abstract  of  the  amount  of  advances  made  to 853 

Dismissed  from  the  marine  corps  on  account  of  insanity. — Report  of  a  committee  on  the  claim  of 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Anthony  Gale  for  pay,  he  having  been 284 

Dismissions  from  the  navy  in  1 827. — List  of 57 

In  1828.— List  of 219 

In  1829.— List  of 395 

In  1830.— List  of 772 

District  of  Columbia. — List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  1827,  in  the 7 

List  of  widow  and  orphan  pensioners,  January  1,  1827,  in  the 10 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  1828,  in  the 1 68 

List  of  widow  and  orphan  pensioners,  January  1,  1828,  in  the 171 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  1829,  in  the 290 

List  of  widow  and  orphan  pensioners,  January  1,  1829,  in  the 293 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  1825,  in  the 332 

List  of  widow  and  orphan  pensioners,  January  1,  1825,  in  the 335 

LfSt  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1, 1830,  in  the 512 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1, 1831,  in  the 888 

Dry  dock  at  Boston. — Statement  showing  the  amount  expended  and  progress  made  in  building  a. .  235,  762 

Dry  dock  at  Norfolk. — Statement  showing  the  amount  expended  and  progress  made  in  building  a.   235,  762 

Dry  dock  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H. — Memorial  of  citizens  of  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  asking  the 

construction,  at  that  place,  of  a 46 

Report  of  a  committee  on  the  propriety  of  constructing  a 137 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  subject  of  a 138 

Dry  docks. — Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  report  from  the  navy  commissioners,  with 

statements  showing  the  number,  extent,  and  arrangements  of  navy  yards  and. . . .  493 

Dry  Tortugas  island,  Florida. — Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  a  report  of  the 

survey  of  the 570 

Dulany,  Lieutenant  William,  United  Slates  marine  corps,  in  relation  to  the  amount  charged  to  him 

on  the  books  of  Purser  John  B.  Timberlake. — Letter  from 672 

Duties,  compensation,  &c.,  of  surgeons  and  assistant  surgeons. — Report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval 

Affairs  concerning  the 19 

Duties,  compensation,  &c.,  of  j^ursers. — Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  report  from  the 

navy  commissioners  on  the  subject  of  the 491,  540 

E. 

Eaton,  John  H.,  in  relation  to  the  accounts  and  vouchers  of  Joim  B.  Timberlake,  purser,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Robert  B.  Randolph,  assistant  purser,  of  the  frigate  Constitution. — Letters 

from 660,  662,  663,  664 

Eckford  Henry,  for  rent  of  ground  near  Sackett's  Harbor,  for  the  use  of  the  navy. — Letter  from 

the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  claim  of 238 

Report  of  a  committee  on  the  claim  of 317,  872 

Elliott,  Commodore  Jesse  D.,  giving  the  result  of  his  experience  in  the  use  of  cotton  canvas. — 

Letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  from 365,  771 

In  relation  to  the  capture  by  a  United  States  vessel  of  the  Spanish  slaver,  the  Fenix, 

under  suspicion  of  piratical  intent — Letters  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  from. .   867,  869 
Engineer  corps,  on  the  practicability  of  Uriah  Brown's  system  of  coast  and  harbor  defence. — Re- 
port from  the 203 

Of  surveys  of  Narraganset  bay  and  the  harbor  of  Newport,  Rhode  Island. — Report  from 

the ., 463 

Enlistment  of  seamen. — Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  subject  of  the 205,  214 

Circular  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  subject  of  the 209 

Estimates. — Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  subject  of  general  and  specific 22 

Estimates  for  the  year  1828 — General  estimates  for  the  support  of  the  navy 63 

For  the  support  of  the  agency  on  the  coast  of  Africa 63 

For  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  persons  attached  to  vessels  in  commission   64 

For  the  pay,  rations,  &c.,  to  officers  and  others  at  navj'  yards  and  stations 65 

Of  the  expense  of  recruiting  stations 71 

Of  the  expense  of  receiving  vessels 71 

For  provisions .' 72 

For  the  pay,  subsistence,  &c.,  of  the  marine  Cf)rps 72 
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Eslimates. — For  fitting  a  frigate  for  sea,  and  the  annual  expense  tliereof 134 

Estimates  for  the  yea?-  1829  and  first  quarter  of  1830— 

General  estimates  for  the  support  of  the  navy 219,  228 

For  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  persons  attached  to  vessels  in  commission 220 

For  the  pay,  rations,  &c.,  to  ofScers  and  others  at  navy  yards  and  stations 221 

Of  the  expense  of  receiving  vessels 227 

Of  the  expense  of  recruiting  stations 221 

For  provisions 227 

For  the  pay,  subsistence,  &c.,  of  the  marine  corps 229 

For  the  office  of  tlie  Secretary  of  tlie  Navy 232,  233 

For  tlie  office  of  the  navy  commissioners 233 

Estimates  for  the  year  1830  and  first  quarter  of  1831— 

General  estimates  for  the  support  of  tlie  navy 381,  392 

For  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  persons  attached  to  vessels  in  commission 382,  383 

For  the  pay,  rations,  &c.,  to  officers  and  others  at  navy  yards  and  stations 383 

Of  the  expense  of  receiving  vessels 390 

Of  the  expense  of  recruiting  stations 390 

For  provisions 391 

For  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 391 

For  the  office  of  tin-  navy  commissioners 391,  392 

For  the  pay,  sul'sislnuc,  cVc,  of  the  marine  corps 362,  393 

Estimates  of  dificiencies  for  llf  iji.'ur  1^2',» — • 

Letter  from  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Navy  with 478 

Estimates  for  the  year  1831 — 

General  estimates  for  the  support  of  the  navy 773 

For  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  persons  attached  to  vessels  in  commission 774 

For  the  pay,  subsistence,  &c.,  of  the  marine  corps 775 

For  the  pay,  rations,  &c.,  to  officers  and  others  at  navy  j^ards  and  stations 777,  778 

Of  the  expense  of  receiving  vessels 784 

Of  the  expense  of  recruiting  stations 785 

For  provisions 785 

For  the  office  of  the  navy  commissioners "    785 

For  improvements  and  repairs  of  navy  yards 786 

Estimates  of  the  expense  of  constructing  three  schooners-of-war,  and  the  annual  expense  of  one 

schooner.— A  statement  of 788,  789 

Exploring  expedition  to  the  Pacific  ocean  and  South  seas. — (See  South  seas.) 


Fairfield,  U.  S.  sloop-oficar. — A  statement  of  the  cost  of  building  the 367 

"Falmouth,"  U.  S.  sloopi-of-ivar. — A  statement  of  the  cost  of  building  the 367 

"i^em'o;."— Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  sundry  papers  in  relation 
to  the  capture  by  the  United  States  schooner  "  Grampus "  of  a  Spanish  slaver 

called  the 865 

Finch,  Blaster  Commandant  William  B. — Summary  of  the  cruise  of  the  ship   "Vincennes"  in  the 

China  seas,  under  the  command  of 759 

In  relation  to  the  commerce  of  the  Sandwich  islands. — Letter  from  John  C.  Jones,  United 

States  consul,  to ' '  ■ ' 760 

Fire-ships. — Report  of  a  committee  on  the  expediency  of  testing  Uriah  Brown's  system  of  coast 

and  harbor  defence  by 40,  201 

Fisheries  in  the  north. — Letter  from  Lieutenant  McKeever,  giving  an  account  of  his  cruise  among  the.         57 
Florida. — In  relation  to  certain  Africans  landed  from  a  Spanish  slaver  at  Key  West. — Report  from 

the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 210 

Foreign  stations. — Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  mode  of  relieving  vessels-of-war  on.       790 
Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  Department,  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  Abigail  Appleton,  whose 

husband  died  in  Dartmoor  prison. — Letters  from  the 24,  25 

Relating  to  the  confused  and  unsettled  state  of  the  accounts  of  the  Navy  Department, 

and  proposing  remedies  therefor. — Letter  from  the 375 

In  relation  to  sums  due  to  deserters  from  the  ship  Hornet,  and  placed  to  the  credit  of 

the  navy  hospital  fund.— Letter  from  the 486 

In  relation  to  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  officers  of  the  marine  corps. — Letter  from  the  581,  959 
In  explanation  of  the  accounts  and  vouchers  of  Miles  King,  navy  agent  at  Norfolk, 

Virginia.— Reports  and  letters  from  the 590,  595,  601,  602,  604,  606,  607,  608,  610 

In  explanation  of  the  accounts  and  vouchers  of  John  B.  Timberlake,  purser,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Robert  B.  Randolph,  acting  purser  of  the  frigate  "Constitution." — Letters 

from  the 654,  669,  670,  671,  672,  674,  676,  680,  681,  682,  683 

Transmitting  statements  of  tiie  pay,  emoluments,  &c.,  of  every  officer  and  agent  in  the 

naval  service. — Letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  from  the 685 

Transmitting  a  statement  showing  the  amount  which  has  been  expended  on  account  of 

recaptured  Africans. — Report  from  the 764 

Transmitting  abstracts  showing  the  state  of  the  accounts  of  the  Navy  Department  iu 

his  office.— Report  from  the. .... , 824 

Transmitting  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  navy  pension  fund  on  the  books  of  his 

office  on  January  1,  1831. — Report  from  the 876 

Transmitting  statements  showing  the  sums  paid  for  live-oak  lands  iu  Florida  and  to 

whom  the  payments  were  made. — Letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  from  the. . .       951 
Frazer,  Angus  O.,  captain  revenue  service. — Report  on  the  claim  of  the  executor  of,  to  prize  money 

for  the  seizure  of  the  English  vessel  called  the  "Ardent" 288 

Frigate. — Annual  expense  of,  and  cost  of  fitting  for  sea,  a  United  States 134 
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Frothingham,  Samuel,  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  at  Boston,  transmitting  copies  of 
the  accounts  of  Lieutenant  R.  B.  Randolph,  acting  purser  of  the  frigate  Constitu- 
tion.— Letter  from 676 

Funds. — (See  Navy  pension  fund,  Privateer  pension  fund,  Navy  hospital  fund,  &c.) 

G. 

Gale,  Anthony,  lieutenant  colonel  marine  corps,   (wlio  was  dismissed  on  account  of  insanity,)  for 

back  pay. — Report  of  a  committee  on  the  claim  of 284 

Gamble,  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  31.,  of  the  marine  corps,  for  prize  money  for  the  capture  of  the 

ship  "  Seringapatam." — Report  of  a  committee  on  the  claim  of 513 

Georgia. — List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  1827,  in  the  State  of 7 

List  of  widow  and  orphan  pensioners,  January  1,  1827,  in  the  State  of 11 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  1828,  in  the  State  of 168 

List  of  widow  and  orphan  pensioners,  January  1,  1828,  in  the  State  of 171 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  1829,  in  the  State  of 291 

List  of  widow  and  orphan  pensioners,  January!,  1829,  in  the  State  of 294 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  1825,  in  the  State  of 332 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  1880,  in  the  State  of ,  . . . .  513 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  1831,  in  the  State  of 889 

Getty,  Bobert,  in  relation  to  the  accounts  and  vouchers  of  Purser  John  B.  Timberlake  and  Lieutenant 

Robert  B.  Randolph. — Statement  from 666 

Gillin,  William,  for  arrears  of  pension. — Report  of  a  committee  on  the  claim  of 283 

Gosport,  Virginia. — Original  price  paid  for  the  site  of  the  navy  yard  at 40 

Graham,  George. — (See  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office.) 

Graham,  J.,  in  relation  to  his  accounts  against  Miles  King,  navy  agent  at  Norfolk,  Virginia. — Letter 

from ., '  603,  605,  607 

Greek  f  re. — Report  of  a  committee  on  the  invention  of  Uriah  Brown,  for  a  composition  similar  to  the .  40,  201 
Application  of  Uriah  Brown  to  patronage  for  his  invention  of  a  composition  similar  to 

the ' 141 

Greeks. — Measures  taken  by  the  allied  fleet  for  the  suppression  of  piracy  by  the 139 

Green,  Farnifold,  midshipman   United  States  navy,  for  restoration  to  his  rank  from  which  he  had 

been  cashiered  by  the  sentence  of  a  court-martial. — Memorial  of 436 

(For  accompanying  papers,  see  Courts-martial.) 

Gunners  in  the  navy. — Register  of,  for  1828 116 

Register  of,  for  1829 269 

.  Register  of,  for  1830 430 

For  increase  of  their  compensation. — Memorial  of 462 

Register  of,  for  1831 817 

H. 

Haire,  Charles,  and  Thomas  F.  Cornell,  agents  for  the  examination  and  survey  of  West  Florida  lands, 

in  relation  to  the  lands  purchased  in  Florida  for  the  cultivation  of  live-oak. — Extract 

from  the  report  of 944 

Half  pay. — Report  of  a  committee  on  the  claim  of  Gratia  Ray,  widow  of  William  Ray,  for 19 

Reports  of  committees  on  the  claim  of  Abigail  Appleton,   whose  husband  died  in 

Dartmoor  prison,  for 24,  140,  402 

Hale,  Ilidshipman  ifa?-/.:.— Testimony  of,  before  a  court-martial  for  the  trial  of  Midshipman  Farni- 
fold Green 440,  442 

Correspondence  between  Midshipman  Farnifold  Green  and 457 

Hall,  C.  J.,  master  of  the  American  brig  the  "  Kremlin,"  in  relation  to  the  capture  of  the  Spanish 

slaver   the  "  Fenix,"  under  suspicion  of  piratical  intent. — Certificate  from 867 

Handy,  James  H,  of  the  Fourth  Auditor's  office,  in  reference  to  the   accounts   and  vouchers  of 

Purser  John  B.  Timberlake  and  Acting  Purser  Robert  B.  Randolph. — Statement  of.        667 
Harbor  d^/ence.— Report  of  a  committee  on  the  expediency  of  testing  Uriah  Brown's  system  of 

coast  and 40,  201 

Harris,  Bichard  I).,  navy  agent  at  Boston,  in  relation  to  the  amounts  deposited  in  bank  by  Purser 

John  B.  Timberlake. — Letter  from 682 

Harris,  Surgeon  Thomas,  on  the  subject  of  allowing  spirit  rations  to  midshipmen. — Letter  from..       475 
Haviland,  John. — Description  of,  and  amount  required  to  complete  the  naval  hospital  at  Norfolk, 

Virginia.— Lettei-s  from 483,  484,  485,  486 

Hay,  Charles,  chief  clerk  of  the  Navy  -Departofi-n^.— Statement  explaining  certain  allowances  made 

to,  in  1828  and  1829   T 731 

Heermann,  Surgeon  iezris.— Circumstances  attending  the  capture  of  the  frigate  "  Philadelphia"  by.        459 

On  the  subject  of  allowing  spirit  rations  to  midshipmen. — Letter  from 468 

Hemp.— Rc]}ovt  from  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  the  result  of  experiments  made  to  test 

the  quality  of  American  water-rotted  hemp  compared  with  Russian 88 

Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  the  result  of  experiment  made  to 

test  the  comparative  fitness  of  cotton  and  hemp  for  cordage  and  sails  for  the  navy.        301 
Henderson,  Archibald,  lieutenant  colonel,  marine  corps,  transmitting  a  statement  of  the  force  and 

distribution  of  the  marines  in  December,  1826,  and  estimates  for  an  increase  of  that 

corps. — Letter  from 36 

In  relation  to  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  the  officers  of  the  marine  corps. — Letter  to  the 

Secretary  of  tlie  Navy  from 873 

Hill,  Isaac. — (See  Fourth  Auditor.) 

Hoffman,  B.  J.,  United  States  navy,  on  the  expediency  of  dispensing  with  marines  as  a  part  of 

the  armed  equipment  of  a  vessel-of-war. — Letter  from 668 
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Hoffman,,  Michael,  Chairman  cfthe  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  calling  for  iDforination  in  relation  to  the  uavy  pension  fund. — 
Letters  from 522,  .524,  525,  526,  527 

Hooe,  Midshipman,  W.  F. — Testimony  of,  before  a  court-martial  for  the  trial  of  Midshipman  Farni- 

fold  Green 452 

"Hornet,^'  United  States  ship. — Li  relation  to  sums  placed  to  the  credit  of  tiie  navy  hospital,  wJiich 

were  due  to  deserters  from  the. — Letter  from  tiie  Fourth  Auditor. ' 486 

Hospital  fund. — (See  navy  ho.^pi/al  fund.) 

Hospital,  navy. — (See  7iavy  ho.^pital.i.) 

House  of  Representatives,  calling  for  information  in  relation  to  the  navy  pension  fund. — Resolutions 

of  the 523,  524 

Statements  in  relation  to  the  navy  pension  fund,  prepared  in  obedience  to  a  resolution 

of  the 528 

Hull,  Captain  Isaac.^ — On  the  expediency  of  dispensing  with  marines  as  a  part  of  the  armed  equip- 
ment of  a  vessel-of-war. — Letter  from 560 


Impressment  of  American  seamen  by  the  government  of  Peru. — Letter  from  Commodore  Jones  in  rela- 
tion to  the 235 

Improvement  of  the  navy. — Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  a  statement  showing  the 

progress  made  in  executing  the  law  for  the  gradual 234 

Ingersoll,  Jonathan. — In  relation  to  money  paid  to  him  by  John  B.  Timberlake,  purser  of  the  frigate 

Constitution. — Letter  from 673 

"  //ii?Yjji;VZ."^-Report  of  a  committee  on  a  claim  for  prize  money  for  the  destruction  of  the  frigate 

"  Philadelphia,"  in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli,  by  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  ketch . .  25,  122,  178 
Proposed  distribution  of  prize  moncj'  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  ketch.  .29,  30,  31,  125,  126 

Remarks  of  W.  Jones  on  the  claim  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  ketch 32 

Opinion  of  Richard  S.  Guxe 34 

List  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  ketch 126 

Orders  given  for  the  destruction  of  the  frigate  "Philadelphia"  to  the  officer  in  command 

of  the  ketch 181 

''Insurgent,"  United  States  frigate. — Report  of  a  committee  on  the  claim  of  Eleanor  Wells,  whose 

husband  was  lost  on  board  the 137 

Irregularities  of  the  accounts  under  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  navy  and  mariue  corps. — ■ 

Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States  suggesting  legal  remedies  for  the.       823 
Isthmus  of  Panama. — (See  Panama.) 

J. 

Jackson,  Andrew. — (See  President  of  the  United  Stales.) 

Jenkins,  31.  C,  in  relation  to  the  use  of  cotton  for  sails. — Letter  from •.        365 

Jenkins,  Midshipman  John  T.,  in  relation  to  an  amount  charged  to  him  on  the  books  of  Purser 

John  Timberlake.— Letter  from 672 

Johnson,  Lieuienant  Edward  S.,  to  Lieutenant  George  BuJd. — Letter  from. 238 

Johnson,  George. — Report  of  a  conmiilti'i'  on   his   claim  to  bo  released  from  liability  as  surety  for 

Benjamin  F.  Bourne,  hit.-  a   imrscr  in  the  navy 905 

Jones,  Commodore  Jacob. — Relating  tu  llic  distrilmtion  of  prize  money  among  the  officers  and  crew 

of  the  ketch  "  Intrepid."— Letter  from 125 

In  relation  to  the  impressment  of  American  seamen  by  the  government  of  Peru. — Letter 

from 235 

Jones,  Jacob,  United  States  navy. — On  the  expediency  of  dispensing  with  marines  as  a  part  of  the 

armed  equipment  of  a  vessel-of-war. — Letter  from 566 

Jones,  John  C,  United  States  consul  for  the  Sandwich  Islands. — In  relation  to  the  wants  of  American 

commerce  in  the  Sandwich  Islands. — Letter  from 760 

Jones,  Captain  Thomns  ^Ip  Catesby. — On  the  advantages  to  commerce  of  an.  exploration  to  the   Pa- 

cilii-  (ircan  and  South  seas 195 

rulatiii-;  t"  llir  exploring  expedition  to  the  Pacific  ocean  and  South  seas. — Report  from.       556 
On  tlic  expediency  of  dispensing  with  marines  as  a  part  of  the  equipment  of  a  vessel- 
of-war.— Letter  from 568 

For  a  pension  on  account  of  a  wound  received  in  battle. — Memorial  of 895 

Jones,  W. — Remarks  of,  upon  the  claim  of  Mrs   Decatur,  widovf  of  Commodore  Decatur,  and  officers 

and  crew  of  tiie  ketch  "  Intrepid,"  to  prize  money 32 

Judgment  obtained  against  him  for  capturing  a  supposed  piratical  vessel. — Report  of  a  committee  on 

the  claim  of  Commandant  Jesse  Wilkinson  to  be  released  from  a 149 

Justin,  Midshipman  Joshua  H — ^Testimony  of,  before  a  court-martial  for  the  trial  of  Midshipman 

Farnifold  Green 451 

K. 

Kf.arney,  Surgeon  John  A.,  and  others,  praying  the  passage  of  an  act  requiring  strict  examination  of 
candidates  for  appointment  as  surgeons  in  the   navy,  and  for  an  increase  of  the 

compensation  of  surgeons. — Memorial  of 131 

Charging  Midshipman  Farnifold  Green  with  having  traduced   the  character  of  Captain 

Crane. — Letter  from 458 

Kearney,  Lawrence,  Master  Commandant. — Report  of  the  cruise  of  ship  "Warren"  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  piracy  in  the  Mediterranean 177 

Kendall,  Amos. — (See  Fourth  Auditor.) 

Kennedy,  Edmund  P.,  United  States  navy. — On  the  expediencj'  of  dispensing  with  marines  as  a  part 

of  the  armed  equipment  of  a  vessel-of-war. — Letter  from 567 
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Kennon,  Dr.  Bichard. — Testimony  of,  before  a  court-martial  for  the  trial  of  Midshipman   Farnifold 

Green 454,  455,  456 

Kentucky. — List  of  widow  and  orphan  pensioners  in  the  State  of,  on  January  1,  1827 11 

Same,  on  January  1,  1828 171 

Same,  on  January  1,  1829 294 

Same,  on  January  1,  1825 335 

Same,  on  January  1,  1830 513 

Same,  on  January  1,  1831 889 

Kelly,  Matthew,  and  others,  as  to  the  utility  of  cotton  canvas  for  sails. — Certificates  from 363 

Ketch  "Intrepid." — (See  "Intrepid.") 

Key,  Francis  S. — Testimony  of,  before  a  court-martial  for  the  trial  of  Midshipman  Farnifold  Green .  443 
Kiander,  Charles  F,  private  of  marines. — Testimony  of,  before  a  court-martial  for  the  trial  of  Mid- 
shipman F.  Green ■. 442 

King,  Miles,  navy  agent  at  Norfolk,  Virginia. — Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  explanation 

of  the  accounts  and  vouchers  of 589 

Letters  from 603,  605,  607 

Statement  of  the  accounts  of. ... 609 

Knight,  George  K.,  owner  of  a  schooner  called  the  "  Experiment,"  to  compensation  for  his  vessel, 
impressed  by  a  naval  ofScer  and  destroyed  by  the  enemy. — Report  of  a  committee 

on  the  claim  of 913 

"Kremlin." — Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  sundry  papers  in  rela- 
tion to  the  capture,  by  a  United  States  vessel,  of  a  Spanish  slave-ship  suspected  of 

having  followed,  with  piratical  intent,  the  American  brig  the 865 

L. 

Lake  Champlain. — Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  relation  to  the  disbursement  of  prize 

money  to  those  engaged  in  battles  on 495 

Legal  remedies  for  the  irregularities  of  the  accounts  in  the  Navy  Department. — Message  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a  report  from  the  Fourth  Auditor,  suggest- 
ing   823 

Leonard. — (See  Allen  &  Leonard.) 

Lewis,  Michael,  for  compensation  on  account  of  being  taken  prisoner  while  acting  as  pilot  on  a 

public  vessel. — Report  of  a  committee  on  the  claim  of 200 

"  Lexington  "  sloop-of-war. — A  statement  showing  the  cost  of  building  the 367 

Lihel  on  the  English  ship  James  Mitchell. — Report  of  a  committee  on  the  claim  of  Alexander  Claxton, 

United  States  navy,  to  be  indemnified  for  costs  in  prosecuting  a 282 

Lieutenant  colonel  of  the  marine  corps. — In  1828 117 

In  1829 270 

In  1830  .    . .    431 

In  1831 819 

Lieutenants  in  the  marine  corps. — Register  of,  for  1828 18,19 

Register  of,  for  1829 270 

For  increase  of  their  pay,  memorial  of 307 

Register  of,  for  1830 432 

Register  of,  for  1831 819 

Lieutenants  in  the  navy. — Memorial  of,  praying  an  increase  of  pay 86 

Register  of,  for  1828 94 

Register  of,  for  1829  .■ 245 

Register  of,  for  1830 405 

Register  of,  for  1831 794 

Live-oak  timber  for  the  use  of  the  navy.— Letters  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  expediency 

of  preserving  and  rearing , 47,  50,  211 

Statement  of  expenditures  on  account  of  plantations  for  rearing 763 

Report  of  a  committee  on  the  acquisition  of  suitable  land  near  Pensacola  for  the  culti- 
vation of  and  the  means  of  preserving 917 

Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navj"-,  transmitting  sundry  papers  relating  to  the  land 
purchased  from  Joseph  M.  White  and  H.  M.  Breckenridge  for  the  cultivation  and 

rearing  of 918 

Louisiana. — List  of  navy  pensioners,  January  1,  1827,  in  the  State  of 8 

List  of  navy  pensioners,  January  1,  1828 168 

List  of  navy  pensioners,  January  1,  1829 291 

List  of  navy  pensioners,  January  1,  1825 332 

List  of  navy  pensioners,  January  1,  1830 513 

List  of  navy  pensioners,  January  1,  1831 889 

M. 

Macdaniel,  George,  a  clerk  in  the  Fourth  Auditor's  office. — A  statement  explanatory  of  allowances 

made  to  him  as  special  agent 736 

Maiiie. — List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  1827,  in  the  State  of 1 

List  of  widow  and  orphan  pensioners,  January  I,  1827,  in  the  State  of 8 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  1828,  in  the  State  of 162 

List  of  widow  and  orphan  pensioners,  January  1,  1828,  in  the  State  of ...  169 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  1830,  in  the  State  of 501 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  1831,  in  the  State  of 877 

3Iarine  corps.— Force  and  distribution  of  the,  in  1826 36,  37,  38,  39 

Force  required  for  sea  service  in  1827 38 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  recommending  an  increase  cf  the 54 
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Estimate  of  pay,  &c.,  of  oflacers  and  others  of  the,  fof  1828 72 

Estimate  of  force  required  for  the,  for  1828 75,  76 

Register  of  officers  of  the,  for  1828 117 

Estimate  of  pay,  &c.,  of  officers  and  others  of  the,  for  1829,  and  1st  quarter  of  1830 . .  228,  229,  230 

Statement  of  the  average  strength  of  the,  from  1822  to  1828 281 

Number  of  men  more  than  allowed  by  law  in  the 232 

Register  of  officers  of  the,  for  1829 270,  274 

Report  of  a  committee  on  the  claim  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Anthony  Gale,  who  was  dis- 
missed from  the  marine  corps  on  account  of  insanity 284 

Memorial  of  lieutenants  of,  for  increase  of  pay 807 

Estimate  of  pay,  &c.,  of  officers  and  others  of  the,  for  the  year  1830,  and  1st  quarter  of 

1881 392,  893 

Register  of  officers  of  the,  for  1830 431 

Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  expediency  of  dispensing  with  the  marine 

corps  as  a  part  of  the  armed  equipment  of  a  vessel-of-war 560 

Letter  from  the  Fourth  Auditor  relative  to  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  officers  of  the. .  581 
Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States  asking  that  appropriations  be  made  to 

provide  for  the  increased  pay  and  emoluments  of  the 685 

Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  statements  of  the  pay  and  emoluments  of 

officers  of  the  navy  and  the 685 

Statement  of  the  amounts  paid  to  each  grade  of  officers  of  the 693 

Statement  explanatory  of  certain  allowances  made  in  1829  to  one  hundred  and  fifteen 

extra  inrn  of  tlir 737 

Estimate  .:f  (lir  pav,  .Vc,  of  officers  and  others  of  the,  for  the  year  1831 775 

Register  ..f  the  ollicTs  of  the,  for  1831 819 

Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting  report  from  the  Secretary 

of  the  Navy,  recommending  an  increase  of  the  pay  and  allowances  of  officers  of  the.  873 
Report  from  the  Secretary'  of  the  Navy,  with  a  stateuient  of  the  pay  and  allowances  of 

officers  of  tiie 959,  960 

3Iariiie  Jiospital  fund. — (See  Naval  hof^pilal  fund.) 

Marine  railway  at  the  Pensacola  navy  yard  for  tlw  repair  of  doops-of-ivar. — Message  from  the  President 

of  the  United  States  as  to  what  stejis  have  been  taken  for  the  erection  of  a 'i76 

Maryland. — List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  l>^-'7,  in  the  State  of 6 

List  of  widow  and  orphan  peiisioi'ior,.,  .lainuiiT  1,  1827,  in  the  State  of 10 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  1^2S,  in  the  State  of 167 

List  of  widow  and  orphan  pensioners,  January  1,  1828,  in  the  State  of 170 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  1829,  in  the  State  of 289 

List  of  widow  and  orphan  pensioners,  January  1,  1829,  in  the  State  of 293 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  182."),  in  the  State  of 331 

List  of  widow  and  orphan  pensioners,  January  1,  1825,  in  the  State  of 334 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  1830,  in  the  State  of 510 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  1831,  in  the  State  of 886 

llantiachusetls. — List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  1827,  in  the  State  of 2 

List  of  widow  and  orphan  pensioners,  January  1,  1827,  in  the  State  of 8 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  1828,  in  the  State  of 163 

List  of  widow  and  orphan  pensioners,  January  1,  1828,  in  the  State  of 169 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  1829,  in  the  State  of 285 

List  of  widow  and  orphan  pensioners,  January  1,  1829,  in  the  State  of 292 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  1825,  in  the  State  of 327 

List  of  widow  and  orphan  pensioners,  January  1,  1825,  in  the  State  of 333 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  1830,  in  the  State  of 501 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  1831,  in  the  State  of 877 

Masters  commandant  in  the  navy. — Register  of,  for  1828 94 

For  an  increase  of  their  pay. — Memorial  of  captains  and 239,  240 

Register  of,  for  1829 244 

Register  of,  for  1830 404 

Register  of,  for  1831 793 

Report  of  a  committee  submitting  a  statement  of  assimilated  rank  of  officers  of  the 

army  and  navy,  and  recommending  an  increase  of  the  pay  of  captains  and 901 

3Iateriah  for  ship  building. — Average  cost  of,  at  the  several  navy  yards  from  1816  to  1826 43 

Mayo,  Lieutenant  Isaac,  commanding  United  States  schooner  Grampus,  in  relation  to  the  seizure  of 

the  Spanish  slaver  the  Fenix,  suspected  of  piratical  intent. — Letter  from 866 

Mays,  Elizabeth. — Report  of  a  committee  on  the  claim  of,  to  a  pension 143 

Mc'Call,  Master  Commandant  E.  B.— Letter  to  Commodore  Jesse  D.  Elliott  in  relation  to  the  use  of 

cotton  canvas  for  sails 771 

McCarty,  William  31.,  in  relation  to  the  quantity  of  live-oak  at  Deer  Point,  Florida. — Letter  to  H. 

M.  Breckenridge 958 

3IcKeever,  Lieutenant  Isaac,  in  command  of  the  schooner  "  Shark,"  on  a  cruise  among  the  fisheries  of 

the  north. — Letter  from 57 

On  the  expediency  of  dispensing  with  marines  as  a  part  of  the  armed  equipmeat  of  a 

vessel-of-war. — Letter  from 564 

3IcKim,  Isaac,  as  to  the  fitness  and  utility  of  cotton  for  sails  and  rigging  for  the  navy. — Letter 

from 361 

3IcKinstry,  Midshipman  James  P. — Testimony  of,  before  a  court-martial  for  the  trial  of  Midshipman 

Farnifold  Green 452 

Mechanics  at  the  several  navy  yards  from  1819  to  1826. — Average  per  diem  pay  of  the 42 

3Iechlin,  Joseph,  agent  of  the  United  States  on  the  coast  of  Africa. — Report  from  the  Fourth  Auditor 

in  relation  to  the  accounts  of 764 
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Mediterranean. — Measures  taken  by  the  English,  French,  and  Russian  fleet  for  the  suppression  of 

piracy  in  the 139 

Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  expediency  of  sending  two  additional 

vessels  to  the,  for  the  suppression  of  piracy 175 

Letter  from  Commodore  W.  M.  Crane,  in  command  of  the  naval  force  in  the 176 

List  of  vessels  in  1828  stationed  in  the 217 

List  of  vessels  in  1829  stationed  in  the 352 

List  of  vessels  in  1830  stationed  in  the 790 

Mesurado,  Africa. — Letter  from  J.  Ashmun,  acting  agent  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  re- 
captured Africans  landed  at 58,  59 

Letter  from  Lieutenant  Norris,  of  the  schooner  Shark,  in  relation  to  the  slave  trade  and 

the  United  States  agency  at 58 

Letter  from  George  P.  Todson,  United  States  agent  at 60 

Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  condition  and  expense  of  the  United 

States  agency  for  recaptured  Africans  at 143 

Schedule  of  United  States  property  at 146 

Statement  showing  in  what  manner  the  Africans  returned  on  board  the  ship  "  Norfolk" 

■were  disposed  of 147 

Mexican  brig,  the  "  Hermon." — Report  from  tiie  Secretary'  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  sundry  papers 

in  relation  to  a  violation  of  the  neutrality  laws  b^'-  the 236,  237,  238 

3Iezick,  B.,  as  to  the  fitness  of  cotton  duck  for  canvas  for  sails,  &c. — Letter  from 3()3 

Michelet,  Henry,  to  Joseph  M.  White. — Copy  of  a  deed  from 936 

Copy  of  a  deed  from  Joaquin  Barela  to 936 

Midshipmen  in  the  navy. — Register  of,  for  1828 104 

Statement  showing  the  proportion  to  which  each  State  and  Territory  is  entitled 161 

Number  and  names  of  those  appointed  during  the  1st  session  of  the  20th  Congress. . . .  204 

Register  of,  for  1829 255 

Register  of,  for  1830 415 

Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  subject  of  allowing  spirit  rations  to. . . .  468 
Letters  from  surgeons  in  the  navy  on  the  subject  of  allowing  spirit  rations  to.     468,  469,  475 

Register  of,  for  1831 «04 

"Mitchell,"  "James,"  saved  from  shipwreck. — Report  of  a  committee  on  the  claim  of  commandant 

Alexander  Claxton  for  indemnity  of  costs  in  prosecuting  a  libel  on  the  ship 282 

Moore,  Edmund,  a  seaman  killed  in  the  battle  on  Lake  Champlain. — Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 

the  Navy  on  the  claim  of  the  administrator  of 495 

Moreno,  F.  &  F. — Copy  of  a  deed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  from  Joseph  M.  White,  attorney  in 

fact  for 939 

Copy  of  a  power  of  attorney  to  Joseph  M.  White  from 940 

Mulgrave  Islands. — Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  relation  to  the  mutineers  of  the  ship 

Globe,  and  the  visit  of  the  Dolphin  to  the 51 

Murden,  Joseph,  m  relation  to  the  vouchers  of  Miles  King,  navy  agent  at  Norfolk,  Virginia. — Letter 

fiom 602,  610 

Mutineers  of  the  ship  Globe,  relative  to  the  visit  of  the  "  Dolphin  "  to  the  Mulgrave  Islands  in  search 

of  the. — Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 51 

N. 

Nantucket. — Memorial  of  citizens  of,  for  an  exploration  of  the  Pacific  ocean  and  South  seas 196 

Narraganset  Bay. — Report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  transmitting  a  report  of  surveys  made  with 

a  view  of  establishing  a  naval  depot 463 

"  Natchez,"  sloop-of-ivar — A  statement  of  the  cost  of  building  the 367 

Naval  Asylum  at  Philadelphia. — (See  Philadelphia.) 

Naval  constructors. — Register  of,  for  1828 120 

Register  of,  for  1829 272 

Register  of,  for  1830 434 

Register  of,  for  1831 821 

Naval  depots. — Memorial  of  citizens  of  Savannah,  Georgia,  for  the  establishment  of  a  naval  depot  at 

that  place 198 

Report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  a  report  of  surveys  made  with  a  view  to  the 

establishment  of 463,  465 

Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  relation  to  surveys  made  with  a  view  to  the 

establishment  of 789 

Naval  peace  establishment. — Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  transmitting  a  plan  for  a . .  .      128,  541 

Naval  register  for  1828 92 

For  1829 '  242 

For  1830 402 

For  1831 791 

Naval  storekeepers. — Register  of,  for  1828 119 

Register  of,  for  1829 272 

Register  of,  for  1 830 434 

Register  of,  for  1881 821 

Navarino,  by  the  English,  French,  and  Russian  fleets. — Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  with 

an  account  of  the  destruction  of  the  Turkish  fleet  at 139 

Navy  —A  statement  showing  the  relative  rank  and  pay  of  officers  of  tlie  army  and  officer?  of  the .     300,  365 

Navy  ag-eni.s.— Register  of,  for  1 828 119 

Register  of,  for  1829 272 

Circular  directing  how  requisitions  are  hereafter  to  be  made  for  money  by 370 

State  of  the  appropriations  for,  taken  from  the  returns  of  the  several 371 
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Statement  (if  the  amount  of  requisitions  from  navy  agents  from  June  1,  1828,  to  March 

21,  18-9 373 

Balances  in  tlie  hands  of,  March  21,  1829 874 

Register  of,  f,,r  IbSO 433 

Report  of  the  Serrrtaiv  of  the  Naw  in  ex]3lanation  of  the  accounts  and  vouchers  of 

Miles  Kin-,  navy  a-cnt  at  Nori-ulk,  Virginia 589 

Statement  of  tiic  annual  allowances  to  the  regular  and  special 692 

Register  of,  for  ls31 821 

A'ijL-!/  Commi.i.^ionerf:,   board  of,  transmitting   statements  of  the  cost  of    and  expenditures  at  the 

several  navy  yards  from  1816  to  1826.— Letter  from  the 41 

With  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of  the  navy  for  the  year  1828. — Report  from  the 68 

On  the  condition  of  and  progress  made  in  the  improvement  of  the  navy  in  1828. — Letter 

from  the 74,  75 

With  the  result  of  experiments  made  to  test  the  quality  of  American  water-rotted  hemp. — 

Letter  from  the 88 

List  of  officers  of  the,  for  1828 92 

Relating-  to  the  distribution  of  prize  monej'to  theofScers  and  crew  of  the  ketch  Intrepid. — 

Letter  from  the 125 

Showing  the  cost  of  fitting  a  frigate  for  sea,  and  the  annual  exoense  thereof. — Letter 

from  the ". 134 

Operations  of  the  office  of  the,  for  1828 213 

E.\plauation  of  the  estimates  of  the,  for  1829 228 

Transmitting  estimates  for  the  support  of  the  otEce  of  the,  for  1829 233 

On  the  expediency  of  erecting  establishments  for  the  manufacture  of  cordage  and  canvas. — 

Letter  from  the 242 

Giving  the  result  of  experiments  to  test  the  comparative  fitness  of  cotton  and  hemp  for 

sails  and  cordage. — Letter  from  the 301 

Relating  to  the  number  of  navy  yards  now  in  operation,  and  the  expense  thereof. — Report 

from  the 354 

Explanatory  of  expenditures  of  appropriations. — Report  from  the 869 

Relating  to  the  future  drawing  of  requisitions. — Circular  from  the 370 

Transmitting  statements  from  the  returns  of  navy  agents. — Letters  from  the 371,  373 

Relating  to  contracts  and  expenditures. — Letter  from  the 371 

Estimates  for  the  support  of  the  office  of  the,  for  1830 391 

On  the  subject  of  a  reorganization  of  the  Navj'  Department. — Letter  from  the 396 

Relating  to  the  naval  hospital  fund,  the  navy  hospital  near  Norfolk,  and  the  naval  asylum 

near  Pliiladelphia. — Report  from  the 479 

Relating  to  the  duties,  bonds,  accounts,  and  compensation  of  pursers. — Letter  from  the.  491 
Transmitting  a  plan  for  the  reorganization  of  the. — Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy 492 

On  the  number,  extent,  and  arrangements  of  navy  yards  and  dry  docks. — Report  from  the  493 

On  the  condition  of  the  navy  pension  fund,  for  1829. — Report  from  the 499 

ACCOMPANYING  PAPERS  : 

Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 500 

List  of  naval  pensioners 501 

List  of  widow  and  orphan  pensioners 514 

Letters  from  Michael  Hofi'man,  chairman  committee  naval  affairs  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives       522,  524,  525,  526,  527 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  M.  Hoffman 522 

List  of  pensioners  to  be  left  off  the  rolls 528 

Resolutions  of  the  House  of  Representatives  calling  for  information  in  reference  to 

navy  pensions  and  pensioners 523,  524 

Transmitting  statements  in  relation  to  the  navy  pension  fund,  prepared  in  obediencee  to 

a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives. — Report  from  the 528 

In  relation  to  the  proposed  exploring  expedition  to  the  Pacific  ocean  and  South  seas. — 

Letter  from  the 560 

On  the  expediency  of  dispensing  with  marines  as  a  part  of  the  armed  equipment  of  a 

vessel  of  war. — Letters  from  the  members  of  the  board  of 561 

In  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  for  an  estimate  of  the  loss 
the  United  States  would  sustain  by  changing-  the  site  of  the  navy  yard  at  Ports- 
month,  Vn-inia 575 

On  the  election  ol'  a   radiating- marine  railway  at  Pensacola,  Florida,  for  the  repair  of 

sloopb-uf-war. — Letters  from  the 577 

In  relation  to  the  accounts  and  vouchers  of  Miles  King,  navy  agent  at  Norfolk,  Vir- 
ginia.—Letters  from  the 603,  604 

Estimates  for  the  support  of  the  office  of  the,  for  1831 785 

Transmitting  estimates  for  building  three   schooners   for  the  naval    service,   and   the 

expense  of  one  schooner  for  one  year 788 

Register  of  officers  for  1831,  in  the  office  of  the 791 

In  relation  to  the  annual  expense  necessary-  to  maintain  a  navy  yard  for  building  and 

equipping  ships  with  despatch. — Report  from  the 871 

Transmitting  plans  and  estimates  for  navy  hospitals  at  Chailestown,  Mass.,  New  York, 

and  Pensacola.— Report  from  the 898,  899 

Navy  Deparlmenl. —  Letters  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  statements  showing-  the 

number  and  salaries  of  clerks  in  the • 282,  391 

Letter  from  the  Fourth  Auditor  in  relation  to  the  confused  and  unsettled  state  of  the 

accounts  of  the 375 
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Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  Navy  Commissioners,  and  their  reply 

thereto,  on  the  subject  of  a  reorganization  of  the 396 

Report  of  a  committee  on  the  expediency  of  certain  allowances  from  the  appropriations 

for  contingent  expenses  of  the 574 

Navxj  hoipUalfund. — Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  showing  the  condition  of  the 14,  16,  17, 

18,  55,  209 

Report  of  a  committee  on  the  expediency  of  making  an  appropriation  for  the 297 

Statement  of  the  amount  received,  expended,  and  due  the 297,  298 

Report  from  the  Navy  Commissioners  in  relatiou  to  the 479 

Statements  showing  the  amount  received  and  disbursed  during  the  year  1829  on 

account  of  the 481,  482 
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agent  in  the  naval  service,  including  the  marine  corps 685 

ACCOMPANYING    PAPERS: 

Report  of  the  Fourth  Auditor 685 

Statements  of  the  amounts  paid  to  each  grade  of  officers  in  the  naval  service, 

excluding  the  marine  corps,  within  the  years  1828  and  1829 691 

Statement  of  the  annual  allowances  to  regular  navy  agents 692 

Statement  of  the  amount  paid  to  each  grade  of  officers  of  the  marine  corps  in  1828 

and  1829    693 

Statement  of  allowances  made  in  the  Navy  Department  to  persons  receiving  salaries 

in  1828  and  1829,  and  former  allowances  to  the  same  persons 695 

Statement  of  the  amount  paid  to  sundry  officers  and  agents  in  1828  and  1829  for 

travelling  expenses 696 
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Statement  of  allowances,  otlici-  than  those  fixed  by  law,  made  during  1828  and  1829       109 

Explanations  of  some  of  the  allowances  made  during-  1828  and  1829 729 

Statement  of  the  names  of  officers  on  leave,  waiting  orders,  or  on  furlough,  in  1828 

and  1829,  and  the  amount  paid  to  each 139 

Names  of  surgeons  and  assistant  surgeons  who  were  waiting  orders  or  on  furlough 

during  the  years  1828  and  1829 ; Ut 

List  of  persons  who  were  appointed  officers  in  the  navy  during  the  years  1828  and 

1829,  and  the  date  of  each  appointment 749 

Annual  report  showing  the  condition  of  the  navy  in  the  year  1830 753 

ACCOMPANYING    PAPERS  : 

Extracts  from  the  report  of  Captain  Finch,  of  the  sloop-of-war  "  Vincennes,"  of  a 

cruise  in  the  China  seas , 759,  760 

Extracts  from  tlie  reports  made  by  the  surgical  department  of  the  navy  in  rela- 
tion to  the  use  of  chloride  of  lime 761 

Statement  showing  the  progress  which  has  been  made  in  the  erection  of  dry  docks 

at  Boston  and  Norfolk   762 

Statement  of  expenditures,  &c.,  on  account  of  live-oak  plantations 763 

Statement  of  expenditures,  &c.,  for  the  removal  of  recaptured  Africans  to  Liberia. .  764 
Statement  showing  the  number,  name,  state,  and  condition  of  vessels-of-war  now 

in  ordinary,  and  the  amount  estimated  for  the  repair  of  each,  &c 767,  110 

Statement  showing  the  number,  state,  and  condition  of  vessels  now  on  the  stocks       169 

Amount  of  stores  on  hand  at  the  respective  navy  yards 110 

Letters  from  officers  giving  the  result  of  their  experience  in  the  use  of  cotton  sails  171 

List  of  deaths  since  December  1,  1829 Ill 

List  of  dismissals  since  December  1,  1829 112 

List  of  resignations  since  December  1,  1829 113 

General  estimate  for  the  support  of  the  navy  for  the  year  1831 114 

Transmitting  estimates  of  the  expense  of  building  three  schooners  for  the  naval  service  188 

In  relation  to  surveys  made  with  a  view  to  the  establishment  of  naval  depots 189 

On  the  mode  of  relieving  vessels-of-war  on  foreign  stations,  the  return  to  the  United 
States  of  seamen  whose  terms  of  service  have  expired,  and  an  enumeration  of 

vi'wsiis-iif-war  on  foreign  stations 190 

Transmit  I  III-  the  Naval  Register  for  the  year  1831 191 

List  of  iiris.riis  ciiipldyed  in  the  office  of  the 791 

Connnunicaling  sundry  papers  in  relation  to  the  capture,  by  the  United  States  schooner 
"  Grampus,"  of  the  Spanish  vessel  called  the  "  Fenix,"  with  ^Vfricau  slaves  on  board, 

and  under  suspicion  of  piracy 865 

Communicating  a  report  from  the  nuvy  commissi<iners  of  the  annual  sum  necessary  to 

maintain  a  navy  yard  fur  buiMini;-  and  ('i|uiiiiiiii,i;-  ships  with  despatcii 811 

Recommending  that  the  \y,\\  ami  allowaiiic^  ..T  oilii-crs  of  the  marine  corps  be  increased, 

and  that  the  allowancjs  li,,in  Ihe  contm-ent  riiml  be  defined 813 

In  relation  to  applications  for  navy  pensions  during  the  year  1830 894 

Transmitting  estimates  for  the  construction  of  naval  hospitals  at  Charlestown,  Massa- 
chusetts, New  York,  and  Peusacola 891 

ACCOMPANYING    PAPERS  : 

Report  from  the  navy  commissioners,  with  plans  and  estimates 898,  899 

Letter  from  Dr.  William  R.  Barton,  with  estimates  of  the  cost  of  lurnishing 899 

In  relation  to  the  regulation  and  proper  distribution  of  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 

navy  and  tlie  Navy  Department 915 

In  relation  to  the  acquisition  of  suitable  land  for  the  cultivation  of  live-oak,  and  the 

means  of  preserving  that  timber  for  the  use  of  the  navy 918 

ACCOMPANYING    PAPERS: 

Copies  of  the  correspondence  between  the  Navy  Department  and  11.  M.  Brecken- 

ridge 920,  921,  922,  925,  926,  921,  928,  930, 

933,  931,  938,  945,  946,  950 

Extract  from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  December  1,  1821 931 

Copies  of  the  correspondence  and  articles  of  agreement  between  Joseph  M.  White 

and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 925,  931,  935,  941,  948,  949,  955 

Copies  of  deeds  to  the  United  States 932,  933,  935,  936,  931,  939,  940,  941 

Statements  of  the  amounts  paid  for  lands  and  the  expenses  of  cultivation  934,  935,  941,  953 

Articles  of  agreement  between  H.  M.  Breckenridge  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  931 

Copy  of  a  power  of  attorney  from  H.  M.  Breckenridge  to  Joseph  M.  White 938 

Letters  from  the  agents  for  the  examination  and  survey  of  West  Florida  lands  939,  944,  951 

Letters  from  Commodore  Rodgers  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 943,  951 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 

and  Means,  House  of  Representatives 945 

Miscellaneous  papers  in  relation  to  live-oak  lands 941 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Commodore  John  Rodgers 950 

Letter  from  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflfairs  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  his  reply  thereto 951,  952 

Letter  from  tiie  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy 953 

Letter  from  E.  D.  White  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 954 

Letter  from  E.  Chandler  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 955 
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Letter  from  William  Darby  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 955 

Letters  from  W.  D.  Acken  to  Joseph  M.  White 956,  957,  958 

Letter  from  L.  Warrington  to  Joseph  M.  White 958 

Letter  from  H  M.  Breckenridge  to  Wm.  M.  McCarty,  and  the  answer  thereto 958 

Letter  from  R.  C.  Brent  to  H.  M.  Breckenridge 958 

Transmitting  a  statement  of  the  pay,  rations,  and  allowances  of  officers  of  the  marine  corps  959 

ACCOMPANYING    PAPER: 

Letter  from  the  Fourth  Auditor,  with  a  table  of  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  the 

officers  of  the  marine  corps 959 

Navy  yard  at  Brooklyn,  New  York. — Original  price  paid  for  the  site  of  the 40 

Statements  showing  the  whole  amount  of  expenditures  from  1819  to  1826,  at  the. . . .       42,  43, 

44,  45,  46 

Estimate  of  the  pay,  rations,  &c.,  of  officers  and  others  for  the  year  1828,  at  the 66 

Statements  showing  the  number,  name,  state,  and  condition  of  vessels   undergoing 

repairs  and  those  building  at 74,  234,  353,  768 

Report  of  a  committee  on  the  expediency  of  constructing  a  dry  dock  at 137 

Estimate  of  the  pay,  rations,  &c.,  of  officers  and  others  for  the  year  1829,  at  the 223 

Same  for  1830,  at  the 385  . 

Same  for  1831,  at  the 777,  779 

Statement  showing  the  number  of  vessels  on  the  stocks,  their  state  of  preservation,  and 

■     the  time  and  expense  necessary  to  prepare  them  for  launching,  at  the 769,  770 

Estimate  for  improvement  and  repairs  of  the,  for  1831 787 

Navy  yard  at  Charlestoivn,  {Boston,)  Massachusetts. — Original  price  paid  for  the  site  of  the 40 

Statements  showing  the  whole  amount  of  expenditures  from  1819  to  1826 42 

Estimate  of  the  pay,  rations,  &c.,  of  officers  and  others,  for  the  year  1828,  at  the 65 

Same  for  the  year  1829,  at  the 221 

Same  for  the  year  1«30,  at  the 384 

Same  for  the  year  1831,  at  the 777,  779 

Statements  showing  the  number,  name,  state,  and  condition  of  vessels  undergoing 

repairs  and  those  building  at 74,  233,  358,  767 

Statement  showing  the  amount  expended  in  building  a  dry  dock  at 235 

Statement  showing  the  number  of  vessels  on  the  stocks,  their  state  of  preservation,  and 

the  time  and  expense  necessary  to  prepare  them  for  launching,  at  the 769,  770 

Estimate  for  improvements  and  I'epairs  of  the,  for  the  year  1831 786 

Navy  yard  at  Bennet's  island,  3Iaine. — Original  price  paid  for  the"  site  of  the 40 

Navy  yard  at  Pensacola,  Florida. — Estimate  of  the  pay,  rations,  &c.,  of  officers  and  others,  for  the 

year  1828,  at  the 69 

Same  for  the  year  1829,  at  the 225 

Same  for  the  year  1830,  at  the 388 

Same  for  the  year  1831,  at  the 777,  783 

Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States   in  reference  to   the  erection  of  a 

radiating  marine  railway  for  the  repairs  of  sloops-of-war  at  the 576 

Navy  yard  at  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania. — Original  price  paid  for  the  site  of  the 40 

Statements  showing  the  whole  amount  expended  from  1819  to  1826,  at  the       42,  43,  44,  45,  46 

Estimate  of  the  pay,  rations,  &c.,  of  officers  and  others  for  the  year  1828,  at  the 67 

Same  for  the  year  1829,  at  the 222 

Same  for  the  year  1830,  at  the 386 

Same  for  the  year  1831,  at  the 777,  780 

Statement  showing  the  number,  name,   state,   and  condition  of  vessels   undergoing 

repairs  and  those  building  at  the 74,  233,  354,  768 

Statement  showing  the  number  of  vessels  on  the  stocks  at,  their  state  of  preservation, 

and  the  time  and  expense  necessary  to  prepare  them  for  launching 769,  770 

Estimate  for  the  year  1831  for  improvements  and  repairs  of  the 787 

Navy  yard  at  Portsmouth,  Netv  Hampshire. — Statements  showing  the  whole  amount  expended  from 

1819  to  1S26,  at  the 42,  43,  44,  45 

Estimate  of  the  pay,  rations,  &c.,  of  officers  and  others  for  the  year  1828,  at  the 65 

Same  for  the  year  1829,  at  the 221 

Same  for  the  year  1830,  at  the 383 

Same  for  the  year  1831,  at  the 777,  778 

Statement  showing  the  number,   name,   state,  and  condition  of  vessels   undergoing 

repairs  and  those  building  at  the 74,  234,  358 

Report  of  a  committee  on  the  expediency  of  constructing  a  dry  dock  at  the 187 

Statement  showing  the  number  of  vessels  on  the  stocks  at,  their  state  of  preservation, 

and  the  time  and  expense  necessary  to  prepare  them  for  launching 769 

Estimate  for  the  year  1831  for  improvements  and  repairs  of  the 786 

Navy  yard  at  Portsmouth,  (Gosport,)  Virginia. — Original  price  paid  for  the  site  of  the 40 

Statements  showing  the  whole  amount  expended  from  1819  to  1826  at  the 42,  43,  44,  45 

Estimates  of  the  pay,  rations,  &c.,  of  officers  and  others  for  the  year  1828  at  the 68 

Estimates  of  the  pay,  rations,  &c.,  of  officers  and  others  for  the  j'ear  1829  at  the 224 

Estimates  of  the  pay,  rations,  &c.,  of  officers  and  others  for  the  year  1830  at  the 387 

Estimates  of  the  pay,  rations,  &c.,  of  officers  and  others  for  the  j'ear  1831  at  the.  . .      777,  782 
Statement  showing  the   number,   name,   state,  and   condition  of  vessels  undergoing 

repairs  and  those  building  at 75,  234,  353,  768 

Statement  showing  the  amount  expended  in  building  a  dry  dock  at 235 

Estimate  of  the  loss  the  United  States  would  sustain  by  changing  the  site  of  the 575 

Statement  showing  the  number  of  vessels  on  the  stocks,  their  state  of  preservation,  and 

the  time  and  expense  necessary  to  preparing  them  for  launching,  at  the 770 

Estimate  for  the  year  1831  for  improvements  and  repairs  at  the 787 
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Navy  yard  at  Saclceft's  Harbor,  Neio  York.- — Orig-inal  price  paid  for  the  site  of  the 40 

Statements  showing-  the  whole  amount  expended  from  1819  to  1826  at  the 43,  44,  45,  46 

Estimate  for  the  pay  of  the  master  for  1828    71 

Estimate  for  tlie  pay  of  the  master  for  1829 226 

Estimate  for  the  pay  of  tlie  master  for  1830 389 

Estimate  for  the  pay  of  the  master  for  1831 171,  784 

Navy  yard  at  Washington,  District  of  Columbia. — Original  price  paid  for  the  site  of  the 40 

Statement  showing  thewhole  amount  expended  from  1819  to  1826  at  the 42,  43,  44,  45 

Estimate  of  the  pay,  rations,  &c.,  of  officers  and  others  tor  tlie  year  1828  at  the 68 

Estimate  of  the  pay,  rations,  &c.,  of  officers  and  others  for  the  year  1829  at  the 223 

Estimate  of  the  pay,  rations,  &c.,  of  officers  and  others  for  the  year  1830  at  the 386 

Estimate  of  the  pay,  rations,  &c.,  of  officers  and  others  for  the  year  1831  at  the.  . . .      777,  781 
Statement  showing  the  number,  state,  and  condition  of  vessels  undergoing  repairs  and 

those  building  at  the 74,  234,  354,  768 

Statement  showing  the  number  of  ves.sels  on  the  stocks,  their  state  of  preservation,  and 

the  time  and  expense  necessary  to  prepare  them  for  launching,  at  the 770 

Estimate  for  the  year  1831  for  improvements  and  repairs  at  the 787 

Navy  yards. — Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  an  exhibit  of  the  cost  of  the  original 

sites  of  each  from  1819  to  1826 '. 40 

Statement  showing  the  expenditures  to  1826  at  the  several 41,42 

Estimates  for  repairs  and  improvements  at  the  several 63 

On  the  expediency  of  establishing  navy  yards  on  the  coast  at  certain  points  between 

Cape  Hatteras  and  Florida 212,  275 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  relating  to  navy  yards,  and  the  expense  thereof.  354 

Letter  from  the  Fourth  Auditor  respecting  the  pay  and  allowances  to  officer  stationed  at  376 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  report  of  the  navy  commissioners  on  the 

number,  extent,  and  arrangements  of  dry  docks  and 493 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  communicating  a  report  of  the  navy  commis- 
sioners, witii  estimates  of  the  annual  sum  necessary  to  maintain  a  navy  yard  for 

building  and  equipping-  ships  with  despatch , 871 

New  Hampshire. — List  of  naval  pensioners,  1st  January,  1827,  in  the  State  of 1 

List  of  widow  and  orphan  pensioners,  1st  January,  1827,  in  the  State  of 8 

List  of  navy  pensioners,  1st  January,  1828,  in  the  State  of 162 

List  of  widow  and  orphan  pensioners,  1st  January,  1828,  in  the  State  of 169 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  1st  January,  1829,  in  the  State  of 285 

List  of  widow  and  orphan  pensioners,  1st  January,  1829,  in  the  State  of 292 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  1st  Januar}',  1825,  in  the  State  of 328 

List  of  widow  and  orphan  pensioners,  1st  January,  1826,  in  the  State  of 333 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  1st  January',  1830,  in  the  State  of 503 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  1st  January,  1831,  in  the  State  of 879 

New  Jersey. — List  of  naval  pensioners,  1st  January,  1827,  in  the  State  of 5 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  1st  January,  1828,  in  the  State  of 166 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  1st  Januarv,  1829,  in  the  State  of 288 

List  of  naval  pensif.nors,  1st  JanuarV,  1  ^25,  in  the  State  of 330 

List  of  naval  ii..i,si.  .i,rrs,   ]s(  .JanuaiV.   l^:]il,  in  llic  S(a!r  ..f 508 

List  of  naval  |M.|,siMn,T.,  Is|  Januarv,   \s:]l,  in  tl„,  <i;tt.'  nf 884 

Neicport,  Mhode  I.<la,id.--<uvyi\^  ma. Ic  with  tlir  virw  uf  cstalilishing  a  naval  depot  at.— Report 

from   the  Secre'tary  of  War 463 

Newton,  George,  president,  office    Bank  L'nited  States,  Norfolk,  transmitting    accounts    of   Miles 

King,  navy  agent.-  -Letter  from 649 

Neutrality   laws. — Correspondence    in    relation    to    a    violation    of    the,    by    the    Mexican    brig 

"  Hermon" 236,  237,  238 

New  York. — (See  Navy  yards.) 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  1st  January,  1827,  in  the  State  of 3 

List  of  widow  and  orphan  pensinncrs,  1st  .lanuary,  1827,  in  the  State  of 9 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  1st  Jannai\ ,  I  ^:.'^.  in  the  State  of - 164 

List  of  widow  and  orphan  pensioners,  1st  January,  1828,  in  the  State  of 170 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  1st  January,  1629,  in  the  State  of 286 

List  of  widow  and  orphan  pensioners,  1st  January,  1829,  in  the  State  of 292 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  1st  January,  1825,  in  the  State  of 328 

List  of  widow  and  orphan  pensioners,  1st  January,  1825,  in  the  State  of 334 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  1st  January,  1830,  in  tlie  State  of 503 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  1st  January,  1831,  in  the  State  of 879 

Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  estimates  for  building  a  marine  hospital 

at  the  city  of 897 

Nicholson,  John,  United  States  marshal   eastern   district  of  Louisiana,  in  relation  to  the   Africans 
lately  landed  at  New  Orleans  from  on  board  the  Spanish  ship  the  "  Fenix." — Letter 

to  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States  from 870 

Nicholson,  John  B.,  master  commandant,  announcing  his  arrival  at  Cape  Mesurado. — Letter  from. .  149 
Nicholson,  Captain  J.  J.,  on  the  expediency  of  dispensing  with  marines  as  a  part  of  the  equipment 

of  a  vessel-of-war. — Letter  from 567 

"Ninfa  Catalina,"  on  suspicion  of  piratical  intent. —  Report  of  a  committee  on  the  claim  of  Captain 
Jesse  B.  Wilkinson,  to  be  indemnified  for  losses  on  account  of  the  capture  of  the 

Spanish  vessel  the ; ^ 149 

Norman,  Tliomas,  clerk  to   Purser  John   B.   Timberlake,  in    relation    to    the   accounts    of   Purser 

Timberlake.— Letter  from 681 

Norfolk,  Virginia. — (See  Navy  yards.) 

Statement  of  the  amount  expended  in  building  a  dry  dock  at 147 

Statement  of  amount  expended  in  building  a  naval  hospital  near 277,  279,  481 
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Norfolk,  Virginia — Contiiined. 

Statement  of  the  amount  required  to  complete  the  navy  hospital  building  at. .      300,  484,  485 

486,487 

In  relation  to  the  navy  hospital  near 419 

General  description  of,  and  number  of  rooms  required  to  be  furnished  in,  the  navy  hos- 
pital at 483,  487 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  iu  explanation  of  the  accounts  of  Miles  King, 

uavy  agent  at 589 

Statement  Snowing  the  progress  which  has  been  made  in  building  the  dry  dock  at. . . .  *r62 

JVorth  Carolina.— Statement  of  the  cost  of  building  the  sloop-of-war 46 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  1827,  in  the  State  of 7 

List  of  widow  and  orphan  pensioners,  January  1,  1827,  in  the  State  of 10 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  1828,  in  the  State  of 168 

List  of  widow  and  orphan  pensioners,  January  1,  1828,  in  the  State  of 171 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  1829,  in  the  State  of 291 

List  of  widow  and  orphan  pensioners,  January  1,  1829,  in  the  State  of 294 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  1825,  in  the  State  of 832 

List  of  widow  and  orphan  pensioners,  January  1,  1825,  in  the  State  of 335 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  1830,  in  the  State  of 513 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  1831,  in  the  State  of 889 

0. 

Officei-s  of  the  7!ai;y.— Number  of,  in  1828 122 

Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  the   rules  which  have  been  adopted  for 

the  selection  of  commissioned  and  warrant 158 

Number  of  commissioned  and  warrant,  and  where  appointed  from 161 

Statement  showing  the  relative  rank  and  pay  of  oQicers  of  the  army  and 300,  365 

Memorial  of  John  Percival,  lieutenant  United  States  navy,  respecting  the  power  of  the 

Executive  to  change  his  rank  without  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate 306 

Letter  from  the  Fourth  Auditor  relating  to  the  pay  of 375 

Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  statements  of  the  pay  and  emolu- 
ments of  every  officer  of  the  navy  and  of  tlie  marine  corps 685 

Statement  of  the  amounts  paid  to  each  grade  of 691 

List  of  persons  appointed  and  date  of  such  appointment  during  1828  and  1829 749 

Report  of  a  committee  submitting  statements  of  the  relative  rank  and  pay  of  officers 

of  the  army  and 901 

Officers  of  the  navy  and  marine  corps. — (See  Naval  Begisters  and  Registers.) 

Ohio. — List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  1827,  in  the  State  of 8 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  1828,  in  tlje  State  of 168 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  Jauuarj'  1,  1829,  in  the  State  of 291 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  1 825,  in  the  State  of 332 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  1830,  in  the  State  of 613 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  1»31,  in  the  State  of 889 

O'Neale,  William,  to  John  B.  Timberlake. — Extracts  from  letters  of 675 

Orphans,  ividoivs  and. — (See  Widoiv  and  orphan  pyensioners.) 

p. 

Pacific  Ocean. — Report  of  a  committee  on  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  line  of  vessels  to  Panama, 

and  a  communication  between  the  Atlantic  and ■ 20,  21 

List  of  vessels  iu  1828  stationed  in  the 217 

List  of  vessels  in  1829  stationed  in  the 353 

List  of  vessels  in  1830  stationed  in  the 790 

Pacific  Ocean  and  South  seas  exploring  eicpedition. — (See  South  seas.) 

Paine,  Midshipman  Amasa,  in  relation  to  money  paid  to  him  by  John  B.  Timberlake,  purser. — Let- 
ter from 673 

Palmer,  George  W.,  surgeon's  mate. — Testimony  of,  before  a  court-martial  for  the  trial  of  Midshipman 

Farnifold  Green 443 

Panama. — Report  of  a  committee  on  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  line  of  vessels  to,  and  com- 
munication between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans  across  the  Isthmus  of 20 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  subject 21 

Parker,  Leonard  31. — Testimony  of,  before  a  court-martial  for  the  trial  of  Midshipman  Farnifold 

Green 454 

Patterson,  Captain  D.  T.,  giving  an  account  of  the  measures  taken  by  the  English,  French,  and 

Russian  fleet  for  the  suppression  of  piracy  in  the  Mediterranean. — Letter  from. .  .  139 

In  relation  to  piracy  in  tlu'  Mctliteiranean. — Letter  from 175 

On  the  expediency  of  disiKiisiii--  wit'i  marines  as  a  part  of  the  armed  equipment  of  a 

vessel-of-war. — Letter  1 1 .  mi 561 

In  explanation  of  the  accounts  and  vuuchers  of  John  B.  Timberlake,  purser,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Robert  B.  Randolph,  acting  purser. — Statement  of 666,  678 

Paulding,  J.  K.,  in  relation  to  the  accounts  and  vouchers  of  John  B.  Timberlake,  purser,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Robert  B.  Randolph,  acting  purser,  of  the  frigate  Constitution.^ — Statement  of  668 
Pay. — Estimategof  the  pay,  rations,  &c.,  of  officers  and  others  at  the  several  navy  yards,  from  1819 

to  1826 43 

Estimate  of  the  pay,  rations,  &c.,  of  officers  and  others  at  navy  yards  for  1827 63 

Estimate  of  the  pay,  rations,  &c.,  of  officers  and  others  at  navy  yards  for  1828 65 

Memorial  of  lieutenants  in  the  navy  for  an  increase  of  their 86 

Plan  of  a  law  for  the  pay  of  the  navy  under  a  peace  establishment 129 
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Pay. — Memorial  of  surgeons  and  assistant  surgeons  for  an  increase  of  tl'eir 131 

Memorial  of  captains  and  master  ccanmandants  for  an  increase  of  tlieir 239 

Statement  showing-  the  relative  rank  and  pay  of  officers  of  tlic  army  and  navy 300,  465 

Of  officers  at  navy  yards,  and  those  at  sea.— Letter  from  tlic  Fourth  Auditor  in  relation 

to  the 3T5 

Estimate  of  the  i)av,  ra1i,.iis,  \-,-.,  ..f  uITu-.ts  ;iii,1  .ithcrs  al  navv  yards,  for  iSoO 383 

Letter  from  the  Fonrtli  An. lit. n-  ivhitivo  to  ih..  pay  and  cinohiinonts  ..f  the  iiiarino  corps       581 
Message  from  the    Frosidont  of  thi'    I'nitod   .<tatos,  su,u,-i;vsliiig    thai    apjaoi. nations   be 

made  to  provide  ibr  the  increased  jiay  and  emoluments  of  the  marine  corps G85 

Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  statements  of  the  pay,  emoluments,  and 

allowances  of  officers  of  the  navy  and  the  marine  corps 685 

3sage  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the; 
Navy,  recommending  that  the  pay  and  allowances  of  officers  of  the  marine  corps  be 

increased 8*^3 

Report  of  a  committee,  recommending  an  increase  of  the  pay  of  captains  and  master 

commandants 901 

Rations  and  allowances  of  officers  of  the  marine  corps. — Letter  from  the  Secretary  of 

the  Navy  in  relation  to  the ^^9 

Feace  edablishment. — Report  from  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Navy  submitting  plans  for  a  naval 128,  541 

"  Peacock,"  United  States  s/up.— Estimate  of  the  cost  of  fitting  out  and  supporting  the  Peacock  on 

an  exploration  to  the  Pacific  ocean  and  South  seas..  313,  314,  315,  316,  317,  337,  339,  341 
Pendleton,  Benjamin.— RQ\JOYt  of  a  comunttee  on  the  claim  of,  for  expenses  incurred  on   account  of 

the  South  sea  exploring  expedition .•■■'. 

Penhalloiv,  Midshipman  Samuel. — Testimony  of,  before  a  court-nuirtial  for  the  trial  of  Midshipman 

Farnifold  Green 442 

Pensacola  navy  yard. —  (See  Navy  Yards.) 

Pensacola,  Florida.— Relating  to' the  selection  of  a  site  for  a  naval  hospital  near 351 

Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  explanatory  estimates  for  the  construction 

of  a  naval  hospital  near •  •  •        ^97 

Report  from  a  committee  in  relation  to  the  purchase  of  land  for  the  cultivation  of  live- 
oak  timber  near ^^l  ' 

Pennsylvania. — List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  1827,  in  the  State  of 5 

List  of  widow  and  orphan  pensioners,  January  1,  1827,  in  the  State  of 10  ■ 

List  of  naval  pciisionors,  January  1,  1828,  in  the  State. of 166 

List  of  widow  and  orphan  pensioners,  January  1,  1828,  in  the  State  of 170 

List  of  naval  iirnsioners,  January  1,  1829,  in  the  State  of .^ 288 

List  of  widow  and  orphan  pensioners,  January  1,  1829,  in  the  State  of 292 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1 ,  1825,  in  the  State  of 330 

List  of  widow  and  orphan  pensioners,  January  1,  1825,  in  the  State  of 334 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  1,  1830,  in  the  State  of 508 

List  of  naval  pensioners,  January  I,  1831,  in  the  State  of 884 

Pensioners,  navy. — (See  Navy  23ensioners.) 

(See  Privateer  2xnsions.) 
Pensions. — Report  of  a  committee  on  the  claim  of  Jane  Baker,  widow  of  Captain  Thomas  Baker, 

to  a  pension l^-- 

Report  of  a  committee  on  the  claim  of  Elizabeth  Whitehead  to  a  pension 143 

Report  of  a  committee  on  the  claim  of  Elizabeth  Mays  to  a  pension 143 

Report  of  a  committee  on  the  claim  of  William  Gillin  to  arrears  of  pension 283 

Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  relation  to  the  renewal  of  navy 211 

Names  of  pensioners  to  whom  pensions  have  been  granted  since  January  22, 1824 303 

List  of  pensioners,  time  of  application  for  pensions,  deaths,  &c 303,  304,  305 

List  of  pensions  granted  to  widows  and  orphans  under  other  laws  than  that  of  March 

3,  1817 345 

List  of  pensions  granted  to  widows  and  orphans  since  the  repeal  of  the  act  of  March 

3,  1817 346 

List  of  pensions  granted  to  widows  and  orphans  under  the  act  of  March  3,  1817 347 

Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  relative  to  applications  during  the  year  1830  for       894 
Memorial  of  Master  Commandant  Thomas  Ap  Catesby  Jones  for  a  pension  on  account 

of  a  wound  received  in  battle °"5 

Report  of  a  committee  on  the  claim  of  Joseph  S.  Cannon  to  a ;•••.•       ^^^ 

Percival,  John,  lieutenant  United  States  navy. — Memorial  of,  remonstrating  against  a  change  in  his 

rank  without  the  consent  of  the  Senate 306 

Peru. — Letter  from  Commodore  Jones  relating  to  the  impressment  of  American  seamen  by  the 

government  of -3^ 

Philadelphia  navy  yard. — (See  Navy  yards.) 

Philadelphia  Pennsylvania. — Amount  expended  in  building  a  marine  hospital  near 297,  299,  48^ 

Amount  required  to  complete  the  naval  hospital  building  near 300,  482,  486 

Report  from  the  commissioners  of  the  navy  in  relation  to  the  naval  asylum  at 479,  480 

"Philadelphia,"  United  States  frigate.— Repovt  of  a  committee  on  claim  of  Gratia  Ray,  whose  hus- 
band was  taken  prisoner  by  the  Tripolitans  at  the  capture  of  the 19 

Report  on  the  claim  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  ketch  "  Intrepid  "  to  prize  money 

for  the  destruction  of  the 25,  122,  178 

Proposed  distribution  of  prize  money  to  the  offices  and  crew  of  the  ketch  "Intrepid" 

for  destroying  the s  •      ^9,  125,  126 

List  of  officers  and  crew  of  the  "Intrepid"  who  volunteered  their  services  for   the 

destruction  of  the ^^^ 

Report  on  the  claim  of  the  officers  and  others  engaged  in  the  destruction  of  the 178 

Orders  given  for  the  destruction  of  the -^°| 

Statement  of  circumstances  attending  the  destruction  of  the ' 184 
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"Philadelphia,^^  United  States  frigate — Cdntiiiutd. 

Deposition  of  Surgeon  Lewis  Heermann  of  the  circumstances  attending  the  destruction 

of  the , 459 

Testimony  of  Robert  Thornton  and  Joiiii  Smith  as  to  the  circumstances  attending  the 

destruction  of  the 461 

Pilot  taken  prisoner  while  on  a  United  States  vessel. — Report  of  a  committee  on  a  claim  for  losses 

sustained  by  a 200 

Pinctneij,  William. — Letter  from,  to  Master  Commandant  George  Budd  relative  to  the  violation  of 

the  neutrality  laws  by  the  Mexican  brig  Hermon 231 

Piracy. — Measures  taken  by  the  English,  French,  and  Russian  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean  for  the 

suppression  of 139 

On  the  expediency  of  sending  additional  vessels  to  the  Mediterranean  to  aid  in  the 

suppression  of 115 

Report  of  the  cruise  of  the  United  States  ship  "  Warren" Ill 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. — Operations  of  United  States  vessels  in  suppressing       214 
Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  communicating  sundry  papers  in 
relation  to  the  capture  by  a  United  States  vessel  of  the  Spanish  ship  "  FeniXj" 

with  a  number  of  Africans  on  board,  and  under  suspicion  of 865 

Piratical  vessel. — Report  on  the  application  of  an  officer  to  be  released  from  avjudgment  against 

him  for  capturing  a  supposed 149 

Instructions  to  Master  Commandant  Jesse  Wilkinson  in  relation  to  the  capture  of  a. .        152 

Cruise  of  the  United  States  ship  "  Warren  "  in  search  of  a 1*I1 

Message  of  the  President  of   the  United   States,  communicating  sundry  papers  in 
relation  to  the  capture  by  a  United  States  vessel  of  the  Spanish  ship  "  Fenix," 

with  a  number  of  Africans  on  board,  and  under  suspicion  of  being  a  .  . . 865 

Pope,  John,  United  States  navy,  in  relation  to  amounts  charged  to  him  on  the  books  of  Purser 

John  B.  Timberlake.— Letter  from 672 

"Porpoise,"  United  States  schooner. — A  statement  of  the  cost  of  building  the 46 

Cruise  of  the,  while  engaged  in  the  suppression  of  piracy 116 

Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire. — Application  of  citizens  of,  for  the  construction  of  a  dry  dock  at. . . .  46 

Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  navy  yard. — (See  Navy  yards.) 

Portsmouth,  Virginia,  navy  yard. — (See  Navy  yards.) 

Preeble,  Mary,  widow  of  Captain  Edward  Preeble,  and  others. — Report  of  a  committee  on  the 

claim  of,  for  prize  money 25,  178 

President  of  the  United  States,  showing  the  annual  expense  incurred  under  the  act  prohibiting  the 

slave  trade — Message  from  the 77 

Transmitting  a  statement  of  expenses  already  incurred  and  the  amount  required  for  the 

expedition  to  the  Pacific  ocean  and  South  seas. — Message  from  the 308 

Transmitting  a  report  of  the  survey  of  the  Tortugas  island,  Florida. — Message  from 

the 570 

ACCOMP.\NYING    PAPERS: 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 570 

Report  of  Lieutenant  Josiah  Tatnall , 570 

In  relation  to  a  radiating  marine  railway  at  the  navy  yard  at  Pensacola,  Florida,  for  the 

repair  of  sloops-of-war. — Message  from  the  . .' 576 

ACCOMPANYING    PAPERS: 

Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 576 

Letters  from  the  navy  commissioners 577 

Report  of  L.  Baldwin,  esquire,  engineer 577 

In  relation  to  the  accounts  and  vouchers  of   Miles  King,  navy   agent,  at  Norfolk, 

Virginia. — Letter  from  the 592 

Suggesting  the  propriety  of  an  appropriation  to  meet  the  increased  pay,  &c.,  allowed 

to  the  marine  corps. — Message  from  the 685 

On  the  irregularities  of  the  accounts  under  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  navy, 

and  suggestions  of  legal  remedies  for  the  same. — Message  from  the 823 

ACCOMPANYING    PAPERS : 

Letter  from  the  Fourth  Auditor,  with  statements  explanatory  of  the  situation  of 

the  various  accounts  which  have  been  adjusted  in  that  office,  &c 824 

Abstract  of  balances  due  more  than  three  years  from  persons  who  have  no  credits  .  834 

Abstract  of  balances  due  less  than  three  years 843 

Abstract  of  accounts  that  cannot  be  closed  without  further   appropriations   or 

authority  to  transfer 846,  849,  852 

Statement  of  advances  made  to  disbursing  officers' 853 

Abstract  of  balances  due  to  persons  who  have  no  debits 859 

Statement  of  balances  of  unclosed  accounts 860 

Communicating  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  relation  to  the  capture  by 
a  United  States  vessel  of  the  Spanish  ship  "  Fenix,"  with  African  slaves  on  board, 

and  under  the  suspicion  of  piratical  intent. — Message  from  the 805 

ACCOMPANYING    PAPERS: 

Letter  from  John  Slidell,  United  States  district  attorney  for  the  eastern  district  of 

Louisiana 860,  808 

Letter  from  Lieutenant  I. Mayo,  commanding  the  United  States  schooner  Grampus.        866 

Certificate  of  C.  J.  Hall,  master  of  the  brig  "  Kremlin" 807 

Letter  from  Captain  Jesse  D.  Elliott,  United  States  ship  Erie 867,  869 
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Frcsident  of  (he  United  Slates,  d:c. — Continued. 

Letter  from  Lieutenant  J.  F.  Wilson,  United  States  navy 8(58 

Letter  from  Lieutenant  J.  P.  Wilson,  United  States  navy,  to  the  Spanish  consul. .  869 

Letter  from  the  Spanish  consul  to  Lieutenant  .1.  P.  Wilsuii 869 

Opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States 869 

Opinion  of  the  United  States  court,  eastern  district  of  Louisiana 869 

Eecommending  that  the  pay  and  allowances  of  officers  of  the  marine  corps  be  increased. — 

Message  from  the 813 

ACCOMPANYING    PAPER: 

Letter  from  Lieutenant  Colonel  Archibald  Henderson 873 

Prisoner. — Report  of  a  committee  on  the  claim  of  Abigail  Appleton,  whose  husband  died  at  Dart- 
moor a 24,  2.5,  140 

Report  of  a  committee  on  the  claim  of  Michael  Lewis,  a  pilot   taken  prisnncr  while  mi 

board  a  United  States  vessel 200 

Letter  from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  with  the  number  of  prisoners  captured 

from  the  enemy  during  the  war  of  1812 499 

Privateer  ixnsion  fund. — Letter  from   the   Secretary  of  the   Navy,  on  the  expediency  of  extending 

the  act  allowing  pensions  from  the 191 

Report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  relation  to  the 211 

Report  of  a  committee,  recommending  the  continuance  of  the  act  for  the  relief  of,  with 

statements  of  the  expense  of  the 319 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  showing  the  present  condition  and  income  of,  and 

future  probable  charges  upon  the 488 

Report  of  a  committee  on  the  nature,  amount,  and  objects  of  the 496 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  relating-  to  the  jsresent  condition,  the  income, 

and  the  progress  of  the 497 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to  the 499 

Prize  money. — Report  of  a   committee   on   the   claim  of  the   ofiScers   and  crew  of  the   ketch   "In- 
trepid "  to,  for  the  destruction  of  the  frigate  "  Philadelphia" 25,  122,  178 

distribution   of,  to   those   engaged   in   the  destruction  of  the  frigaje  "  Phila- 

" delphia" 29,  1 25 

Amounts  allowed  by  acts  of  Congress  as 31,  124 

Remarks  of  W.  Jones  on  the  subject  of 32 

Opinion  of  R.  S.  Coxe  on  the  subject  of 34 

Report  of  a  committee  on  the  claim  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  brig  "Syren"  to.  .  178 
Report  of  a  committee  on  the  claim  of  Captain  Angus  0.  Frazer,  of  the  revenue  cutter 

service,  to  prize  money,  to  the  exclusion  of  a  lieutenant  of  his  vessel 283 

Letter  from   the   Secretarj'  of  the  Navy  on  the  claim  of  the  administrator  of  Ed^vard 

Moore,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle  on  Lake  Champlain,  to 495 

Report  of  a  committee  on  the  claim  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  M.  Gamble,  of  the  marine 

corps,  to 573 

Prizes.- — Amount  of  money  received  from  1814  to  1828  from  the  sale  of,  and  placed  to  the  credit  of 

the  navy  pension  fund ' ^323 

Promotions,  duties,  &c.,  of  surgeons  and  cssistant  surgeons  in  the  navy. — Report  from  the  Committee 

on  Naval  Affairs  concerning 19 

Promotions  in  the  army  since  \'S>\&. — Report  of  a  committee  submitting  a  statement  showing  the 

number  of ." 901,  904 

Provisions  for  the  navy. — Statements  showing  cost  of,  at  the  several  yards  and  stations  from  1816 

to  1826 45 

For  the  year  1828.— Estimate  for 63 

For  the  year  1829.— Estimate  for 227 

For  the  year  1830.— Estimate  for 391 

For  the  year  1831.— Estimate  for 785 

Pursers  in  the  navy. — Register  of,  for  1828 103 

Register  of,  for  1829 254 

Register  of,  for  1830 414 

Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  th3  Navy  in  relation  to  the  duties,  bonds,  accounts,  and 

compensation  of 491,  540 

Statement  in  explanation  of  certain  allowances  made  to  pursers  as  commission  for 

paying  mechanics  and  laborers 734 

Register  of,  for  1831 803 

E. 

Randolph,  Lieutenant  Robert  P.,  late  acting  purser  of  the  frigate  "  Constitution." — Report  from  the 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  relation  to  the  accounts  and  vouchers  of 654 

Statement  of  the  accounts  and  vouchers  of 664,  669,  670,  674 

Rank. — Statement  showing  the  relative  rank  and  pay  of  officers  of  the  army  and  navy 300,  365 

Memorial  of  John  Percival  respecting  the  power  of  the  Executive  to  change  the  rank  of 

an  officer  without  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate 306 
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vcssel-of-war. — Letter  from 564 
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Letter  from  the  Secretarj'  of  the  Navy  on  the  claim  of  Heni-y  Eckford  for  rent  of  ground 
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Register  of,  for  1830 431 

For  increase  of  their  compensation. — Memorial  of 462 

Register  of,  for  1831 818 
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Condition  and  expense  of  the  agency  at  Mesurado,  Africa,  for  the  suppression  of  the.  .  143,  144 
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Slaves,  found  on  board  the  Spanish  ship  "  Fenix." — Message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
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Sloops-of-imr. — Appropriations  necessary  for  completing  the  sloops-of-war  authorized  by  the  act  of 

March  3, 1825 63 

Statement  of  the  cost  of  building  certain 367 

Smith,  John. — Testimony  of,  in  favor  of  the  claim  of  Mrs.  Susan  Decatur 461 

Southard,  Samuel  L.,  Secretary  of  the  Navy.— {See  Navy,  Secretary  of  the.) 
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On  the  expediency  of  dispensing  with  marines  as  a  part  of  the  armed  equipment  of  a 
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